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A Look in the Mirror--- 

Maine Revealed in 100 Books   

and a New Exhibition

If you had to name 100 of the most important books about the State of Maine, what would they be?  That's a question The Baxter Society, Maine's premiere bibliophile association, began to ponder a few years ago.  To answer it, they teamed up with the Maine Historical Society and enlisted the aid of scholars, librarians, writers, teachers, school kids and general readers throughout the state.  A steering committee was created and a lengthy process of review and analysis began.  From an initial list of 600 books the final 100 were (sometimes painfully) chosen.  The result is The Mirror of Maine: One Hundred Books That Reveal The History of the State and The Life of its People, a richly illustrated and descriptive bibliography that will be published in January by the University of Maine Press.  It is the inspiration for Maine Historical Society's next exhibition: The Mirror of Maine: Four Centuries of Great Books, which opens on November 30th at the Center for Maine History.  

The Mirror of Maine may not have all your favorites, but its reach is comprehensive. Selections range from the 17th century to the present, covering history, fiction, art, religion, law, poetry, children's literature and more.  Each book was chosen for its lasting merit and the important light it sheds on the character and image of the state.  There will be lots of surprises, food for thought, and, we hope, reasons for sensational disagreement—all to the good, since the idea of both book and show is to stimulate interest in Maine's written heritage.  The exhibition adds excitement with art, artifacts, blow-ups, audio and video, a reading corner for kids and adults, and of course the books themselves, each in its first edition splendor.  In addition, there will be a holiday book fair, an extensive winter lecture series and a statewide reading and discussion program for libraries.  We hope you will step into The Mirror of Maine, made possible by the generosity of private individuals, the Baxter Society, the Davis Family and Rines-Thompson Foundations, the Maine Humanities Council/Maine Arts Commission Community Arts and Heritage Fund, Down East Magazine, and Borders Books.

When: Opening November 30, 2000, at noon, through June 2001

Where: Center for Maine History, 489 Congress Street, Portland, ME 

Admission: Adults $4.00, Children (6-18) $2.00

For more Information: (207) 774-1822
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