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News from our members…..

MASSACHUSETTS

GRANT: On February 3rd, William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth, awarded eleven grants in the first cycle of the Documentary Heritage grant program of the Massachusetts Historical Records Advisory Board. 

“These grant recipients have made a commitment to the history of their community and the state.  They deserve our applause and our support.”  Stated Secretary Galvin, “Congratulations, on the efforts they have made to build partnerships and to reach out to their communities for support.”

The competitive MHRAB regrant program, funded by National Historical Publications and Records Commission, will award $200,000, over the course of three grant cycles. Eligible applicants include non-profit, public or private organizations such as repositories (libraries, historical societies, museums), educational institutions, community organizations, professional associations, local or state government agencies.

The interest and the response of potential applicants exceeded the expectations of the MHRAB staff. At the October 1 postmark deadline the MHRAB received forty initial applications for review by the Archives Review Committee. These initial applications were reviewed and summaries of recommendations and revisions returned to the grant applicants. At the November 15 postmark twenty-six final applications were received. The Massachusetts Historical Records Advisory Board reviewed the final applications and eleven applications were determined to have met the funding priorities of the MHRAB. The total amount requested from the twenty-six applications was $194,607. The awards total is $62,515.50.

The eleven projects to be funded in the first cycle represent a broad range of diverse historical records issues and innovated approaches to solving them. They range from creating a methodology to document an under-documented subject such as the history of the feminist movement in the Connecticut Valley - to a regional approach by local communities to combine efforts and resources to preserve and make accessible local public and private records. The award winners include the Valley Women’s History Collaborative, Amherst; FAIR Millennium Committee, Attleboro; Beverly Public Library and High School, Beverly; Teamsters Local 25, Charlestown; Monson Free Library and Reading Room Association, Monson; Phinehas S. Newton Library, Royalston; Sheffield Historical Society & Egremont Historical Commission; Essex National Heritage Area, Salem; Bay State Historical League, Waltham; J.V. Fletcher Library, Westford Historical Society, and Westford Town Clerk, Westford; and Westminster Historical Commission, Westminster.

All potential grant applicants are encouraged to attend a Documentary Heritage grant workshop. To date over twenty workshops have been held throughout the Commonwealth. There are nine workshops scheduled for March through June 2000.

CONSULTANTS: In response to the need for archival consultants for Documentary Heritage grants the MHRAB staff created a database of archival consultants containing information related to specific work experience, interests, and geographical location. If you are interested in being on this list, or know of someone who might be interested, please contact us.

FORUM: Plans are in motion for the Third Annual Community Forum on Historical Records.  This forum will focus on documentation issues and will be at Brandeis University, located in Waltham, Massachusetts from 9AM to 1PM on Tuesday, May 9.  The forum is being co-hosted by the Brandeis History Department headed by Jacqueline Jones and Robert Faber Archives and Special Collections, represented by Archivist, Lisa Long.
For more information on the regrants or the forum program please contact Bill Milhomme, Field Archivist at 617-727-2816 X257 or visit the MHRAB website: www.state.ma.us/sec/arc/arcaac/aacintro.htm
