"The 45™: The Story of the 45th Infantry Division"
From the collection of Felix A. Cizewski

Felix served in the 45" Signal Company, 45" Infantry Division from as early as January, 1945
until his discharge in November, 1945.
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; DEC. 15, 1944: Exactly four months after the veteran
: 45th Div. splashed onto the beaches of Southern
~ France to make its fourth D-Day landing—a weary,
mud-stained infantryman hit the dirt behind a stone
marker designating the borderline between France and
Germany. The marker was dated 1826, but the GI, using
it for a shield as enemy machine gun fire raked the area,
didn’t pay much attention to that. When the fire lifted
momentarily, he rolled off to one side, picked himself
up and plodded forward—into Germany.

“You are going to make an ampbibious landing in
Enrope. Your job and that of the few divisions who will -
land with you is to keep the enerny busy and occupivd
 While we prepare a buge American Army.”

The Thunderbird veteran wasn’t pounding an iron fist
against Der Fuehret’s door by accident. 'This mark-
_ed the beginning of the showdown camprign. To
- reach the é:;man border, the 45th Div. had gained one

objective after another—punched through tﬁe Vosges
mountains, spearheaded the first army ever to penetrate
the thickly wooded Alsatian terrain. It had plunged,
shoved up the 600-mile Rhone valley and captured cities
like Epinal, Grenoble, Bourg. :

Before this came the sweating out of another—the
~ tourth—amphibious operation. In the background hov-
- eted a series of daring plans and an equal number of

successful operations. -

Italy was the jumping-off point for the landing on the
Riviera. When the first landing craft scraped the beach
near Ste. Maxime, men who had learned the hard way







their foxholes to smash the iton ring which crack German
troops had clamped on them from January to May, 1944.
‘They moved forward in daylight for the first time since
the initial landing.

Capture of Rome, the liberation of the first great
European capital, marked the beginning of the payoff in
Fortress Europe, During the twelve months the 45th
had carried out its mission of “keeping the Getmans
occupied,” the invasion of western Europe was being

lanned. Normandy landings came on the heels of the

] of Rome. For the 45th Div.,, which knew what .
ship-to-shore landings were like, the Normandy operation
represented lessons learned in the bloody laboratories
that were Sicily, Salerno, Anzio.

Immediately after Allied forces smashed into Not-
mandy, the veteran 45th resumed an old routine. It
rehearsed amphibious landings. :

The foutth D-Day broke at o8oo Aug. 15, 1944.
‘Thunderbird troops, now part of the Seventh Army,
struck along Riviera beaches. Once again, the 4s5th
Div, faced north—faced towards Berlin. G

BULLETIN

Pear] Harbor, Dec. 7— (AP )—Hpz ¢ Japanese
taval and air armada atiacked here two hours ago.

Ack in the days before Pearl Harbor; the newspapers
B told of Russian advances in Finland. The hit tune
then was “Tangerine.” Cincinnati had just taken the
World Series with a 2 to 1 win over Detroit#: In Europe,
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to be made in the face of devastating fire
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ol Suddenl]ﬁ the tetrain flattened out and vctcfﬂn .- d

~ Volturno River. The swift-movin _stream, swollen

- dug-in positions in the hills ahead, it was necessary to

 saw the broad, flat “pool table” that was the valley 6f t

‘continuous rains, snaked diagonally across théir p
To reach the enemy staring down at ThunderBird fro

cross the threc-mile stretch of valley and to throw a
‘bridgehead across the river, i v

BATTLE OF MEN, MUD AND MULES

- AETER 46 days of fighting following the Salernolanding,
L A Jeading elements crossed the Volturno, Nov. 3, 1943,
and swung north. There was another range ahead and

_ these mountains were among the most rugged in Italy.

The cold, penetrating rain splattered unceasingly.

There began the battle of “Men; Mud and Mules.”

- Immediate objective after bridging the Volturno
was Venafro, Here again, extremely bitter fighting
- preceded the taking of the town. With the tortuous -
~ mountain trails too steep and winding for jeeps to pass, |

supply problems became acute. el

., Mule teams were formed. Supply personnel became
“mule skinners.” Food, ammunition—everything the
troops needed for living and fighting—were hauled up
- the mountainside on the backs of these mules. Where
- mules couldn’t go, men struggled with pack-boards to

~ “get the stuff up there.”” Mule skinners operated at
night because nearly all the treacherous and steep trails
were under observation by day, 3
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FACING RO!

T'HE silence of the mist-shrouded morning was mis-
leading. Tt gave no warning of the hell that was to be !
Anzio, The lonely stretch uftigtalian coast looked gaunt
and uninviting to firtst Thunderbirdmen who hit the
beach on the Eeels_- of the 3rd—the Marne Division.

Elements of the 45th landed at Anzio Jan. 22. Nine
days later, the entire division was cornmitted.

Anzio was flat, Wi : = *

It was open tu."cump'lcte-dgjrtim: qbacrﬁatinn because
the German perimeter defense was built along the hills
surrounding the” beachhead. Nazis perched on these







0, the Nazi worm turned.
Attempting to hurl Allied be & i 1e

sea, the enemy unleashed three major counter-attacks.

From Feb. 16 to 19, the 45th Div. sector was subjected
to wave after wave of Germany infantry and tanks that
poured down the Albano-Anzio road like steam through
a whistle. FElements identified as six different divisions
were thrown into the battle. it ol
Much of this fighting was in the “Factory” (Carroceto)
area. Casualties were heavy. Thunderbird artiller
- armor and tankdestroyer units accomplished mag
sults in he stave off the ‘threat ¢
lun; t;ﬁm;iuusl}ﬁ-to'.eac

achhead forces into the
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the Naval Western Task Force's Pre—invasién shellin
and bombs dropped by XII TAGC, 45th troops move

rapidly, consolidating and exploiting gains made by
the surprise landing. - -

Riviera opetations demonstrated the results of exper-
ience. Careful cﬁlanialng made the fourth Thunderbird
amphibious landing a complete success. Men, sup lies
and equipment moved ashore with precision. Once
ashore and inland, the 45th, for the first time in its year
of combat experience, encountered friendly and cooper-
H.ti‘rﬂ Ei?’iliaﬂ& : / : ;

In 17 days, the division had branched out from the
beachhead to Bourg. ‘The going still was no walkaway.
German troops fought fierce delaying actions, dispersing
'I'hlanderbird from the Rhone valley neatly to the Italian
botdert. ' : :

As each resistance ket was cleared, regiments
spurted ahead until delayed by more strongpoints.
Movement was so rapid and so far ahead of schedule it
was difficult to provide advancing troops with maps and
gasoline. Prodigious work by su ply personnel, which
used every available vehicle to hau materiel, kept troops
supplied. _ : _

The division raced ahead to exetrt cofistant pressurc
on retreating Germans. Everyone strove to maintain
this lightning pace. Drivers, who couldn’t take time
out for propet vehicle maintenance, somehow contrived
to keep trucks loaded and rolling through dust, rain,
mud, blackout.
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Felix A. Cizewski and World War 2

Send questions and comments to Leonard H. Cizewski



http://personalpages.tds.net/%7Ecizewski/Felix/ww2index.html
http://personalpages.tds.net/%7Ecizewski/Felix/ww2index.html
http://personalpages.tds.net/%7Ecizewski/Felix/ww2index.html
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