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Visitors Center
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

The University's new Visitors Center, dedicated on Mav 13, 1989, is a gift

to the Univcrsity by the Class of 1984 The officers of the Class of 1984 are:

Susan G. Sparks, President; Gerald A Battle, Vice President; Samuel B
Diron, 'Iitasurer: and John J. Lang, Secretarv'

The Center represents one of the lirst fulfillmenrs of the recommendations

of the Bicentennial Observance Planning Committee (Cole Commiftee):

'Due consideration should bc given...roward having a first-class Visitors

Center in opemtion on the campus ..

'One major purpose ofthe Bicentennial is drawing as manv North Carolinians

a,d othe." ui posribl" to the campus during the observance A Visitors Center

ut ar'' upp.op.iot. lo.ution has been needed at UNC-CH for manv vears'

The Bilentennial is an excellent time to creare such a facilitv'

On December 20, 1981, Chancellor Christopher C Fordham approved a

recommendation from Vice Chancellor Rollie Tillman that the site of a

proposed Visitors Center be the Morehead Building This confirmation was

transmitted to rhe 1984 Class Committee so that it could begin solicitation

ordnrine lo- r' .la proiecr' Ma WrigLr' Vlit r' Ce-re- llanning Coor

1."-' f", ,t . r-r*, r".ponded on beh"h oi rhe .la* in a lerrero Chan

ceLlor Fordham, dated lanuarv 11, 191i5'

The Class then undertook a survcv of Universitv departments and of

university-related visitors centers throughout the collntrv to identifv the ele-

ments of r successful program. Survev results indicated rhat the Morehead

Planetarium location embodies several o{ these elements: a significant, attrac-

tive Universiry landmark with proximitv to parking' The survev also emphasized

that a visitors cenrer must function both as a facilitv for lvelcoming visitors

and as an exrension of individuaL departments.

The new Center rvi1l serve as a central location for grceting and distributing

information to a vaietv ofUniversitl' visitors from persons here on business'

to Drospective students and their families, to the tourist hen: for some sightseeing'

Communitv information (local hotels, restaurants' off-campus events'

church servlces, etc.) about Chapel Hi1l, Carrboro and Hillsborough also

will be available at the Centel

The now completed Visitors Center Receprion Area is linked to the campus

IlrlO:r-em. r 'omputeri rd vrrn. uhr'h pro\rde';n{

'a re1 of Un''er.i ' ;nd .on.mur'rv in o mdr;on l he C'nrer al'o will l''
.o"ioi.a *irtr a computerized directional map, a gift from the Class of 1987

The second phase, also to be funded bv the Class of'84 gift, is the renovation

of the South Gallery to an audio/visual room That project is axpected to

be completed narr year.

Phase three, to be complcted in 1992, l'ill be the opening of a Bicentcnnial

Exhibit area in the North Gallern

\{/hen in tuI1 operation, the Visitors Center wiLl be opcn 8 a m' to 5 p m'

weekdays, 10 a m. to 5 p.m. on Saturdavs, and 1 to 5 p'm on Sundavs The

Center'will be closed on Thanksglvlng, Christmas, and New Yeais Dav'

Plans are o have North Campus historical tours, admissions rours and other

special tours originate from the Visitors Cente'

The Visitors Cenrer will operate under the auspices of the Universicv's Office

of Public lnformation.


