Marian Arning 

arning@iri.uni-hannover.de 
Thesis Title: Protection of medical data – new challenges in a connected world

Marian Arning, LL.M., is a doctoral candidate at the Leibniz University of Hanover/Germany. His doctoral thesis deals with the protection of medical data in the context of the electronic health card system to be introduced in Germany and its consequences for the physician-patient relationship. He is also a researcher at the Institute for Legal Informatics under Prof. Dr. Nikolaus Forgó and Prof. em. Dr. Wolfgang Kilian. He participated in various interdisciplinary and international research projects in the field of Web Science, e.g. in an analysis of copyright issues in the streaming of television broadcasts and in an analysis on the retention of telecommunications data on behalf of the Austrian government. Furthermore, he is working for the European research project “Advancing Clinico-Genomic Trials on Cancer”, which aims at the development of an innovative trans-European GRID infrastructure to exchange genetic data in order to promote better curability of cancer. 

In 2004, Marian completed his Legal Studies at the Leibniz University of Hanover with his First State Examination. Afterwards he took part in the LL.M. programme in IT-Law at the Leibniz University of Hanover and the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven/Belgium. His Master’s thesis dealt with electronic prescription technologies in France and Germany. 

Marian started to focus on ICT-Law during his studies, became a student assistant at the Institute for Legal Informatics and worked in various projects such as Internet-based notification of changes of address. After his First State Examination he also worked for the National Association of Statutory Health Insurance Physicians on legal problems of the German electronic health card system. He is also a lecturer for Information and Data Protection Law at the University for Applied Sciences of Hanover and has published several articles and given many presentations on ICT-Law and Data Protection Law issues. 

Ching-man (Albert) Au Yeung

Contact:

cmay06r@ecs.soton.ac.uk

http://www.ecs.soton.ac.uk/~cmay06r
Thesis Title: On Extracting and Modelling Emergent Semantics in Collaborative Tagging for Use in the Semantic Web

Albert is a second year PhD student in the School of Electronics and Computer Science at the University of Southampton under the joint supervision of Prof. Nigel Shadbolt and Dr. Nicholas Gibbins. His study is supported by the R C Lee Centenary Scholarship funded by the Drs. Richard Charles and Esther Yewpick Lee Charitable Foundation in Hong Kong. Prior to this, he obtained his MPhil degree in Computer Science and Engineering at the Chinese University of Hong Kong in 2006, with a thesis titled 'A Formal Model of Fuzzy Ontologies' which investigates how findings in cognitive psychology can be applied to knowledge representation in ontologies. He also received from the same university his Bachelor's degree in information engineering with a minor in psychology in 2004.

Albert's research focuses on how implicit semantics of various entities on the World Wide Web can be extracted by analysing the collective behaviours of participating users. In particular, he is interested in how different meanings of tags - keywords which are chosen freely by users - can be understood by studying the usage patterns in popular collaborative tagging systems like del.icio.us. He is also interested in designing algorithms which identify the interests of Web users in these system, so that better recommender systems can be designed to filter information on behalf of the users in this age of information explosion. His work has been published or presented at international conferences such as the International Conference on Conceptual Modeling (ER2006), the International Semantic Web Conference

(ISWC2007) and the International World Wide Web Conference (WWW2008).
Bárbara Barbosa Neves 

Centre for Public Administration and Policies, Institute of Social and Political Sciences of Lisbon Technical University, 

Pólo Universitário do Alto da Ajuda, 

Rua Professor Almerindo Lessa, 

1300-663 Lisbon, Portugal

barbara.neves@iscsp.utl.pt 

http://bbneves.blogspot.com/ 

Thesis Title: Internet and Social Capital: An Empirical Study in Lisbon

Bárbara Barbosa Neves is a Sociology PhD candidate at Technical University of Lisbon (UTL, www.utl.pt) and a Visiting Research Student at Netlab, University of Toronto (http://www.chass.utoronto.ca/~wellman/). Her doctoral research focuses on Internet and Social Capital. She aims to verify the Internet impact on forms of social capital, as network capital (social contact); social support and trust; civic engagement and sense of community. The study will be undertaken in Lisbon through a set of surveys and in-depth interviews that will contrast Internet users and non-users. She holds a Media Studies degree and a Master of Social Sciences in Sociology by the Institute of Social and Political Sciences of Technical University of Lisbon (ISCSP-UTL, www.iscsp.utl.pt).  Currently, she is a Research Fellow at the Centre for Public Administration & Policies of the Institute of Social and Political Sciences (CAPP-ISCSP, http://capp.iscsp.utl.pt), where she studied digital cities and is now conducting a research on the elderly and ICT’s use and perceptions. She has a doctoral grant from the Portuguese Foundation for Science and Technology (FCT). Her research has been developed in the social impact of technology, digital cities and e-inclusion areas. 

Jennifer Barrigar
Thesis Title: Exploring the Conflation of Reputation and Identity

Stated most broadly, Jennifer Barrigar is interested in the intersection of technology, law and equality.  While her entree to the field was an examination of the creation, performance and regulation of gendered identities in online gaming spaces, her current work focuses on the role of reputation as a proxy for, surveillant force over,  and shaping influence on identity in online spaces as well as an examination of law’s treatment of reputation.

Jennifer is pursuing her LL.D. in the Law and Technology program at the University of Ottawa, working under the supervision of Dr. Ian Kerr.  She holds an Honours B.A. (English and Women’s Studies) from Carleton University and received her LL.B. from Dalhousie University.  Following this, she joined the legal services branch of the Office of the Privacy Commissioner of Canada in 2001, remaining there as legal counsel until August 2006.  During her time at OPC, jennifer also completed an LL.M. at the University of Ottawa, re-viewing Canada’s federal sector privacy law and its potential as a transformative rights instrument.

In addition to her work with Office of the Privacy Commissioner of Canada, Jennifer has interned at the Electronic Privacy Information Center in Washington, D.C. and is affiliated with the On the Identity Trail project.   She is a current director of the Ottawa Women’s Credit Union and a past Board member of the Ottawa School of Art, and editorial board member of the now-defunct young women’s feminist journal Good Girl.

Monica Bulger 

Thesis Title: The Trouble with Information: How Students Gather and Evaluate Online Resources

Monica Bulger studies online literacy as a doctoral candidate in Education at the University of California, Santa Barbara. She is currently an NSF IGERT fellow in Digital Multimedia and is part of an interdisciplinary team that designs interactive data visualizations of current events. Her dissertation research examines how students negotiate potentially overwhelming online information options. She studies how students gauge credibility and usefulness when evaluating online resources and further, how they use this information when composing academic texts. A goal of her work is to identify a skill set for information literacy in online environments. Her literature review, “Beyond search: A preliminary skill set for online literacy” is published on the Transliteracies Project website (http://transliteracies.english.ucsb.edu) and she presented initial findings at the Writing Research Across Borders conference in February 2008. 

Through her involvement in ongoing interdisciplinary research at the University of California, Santa Barbara, she explores the tensions between the promise of technology in education and the limitations of its effective application. Her research examines the interconnected roles of delivery modes, instructor and learner engagement, and learner expertise in determining the effectiveness of educational technology use. Funded by a grant from the Andrew J. Mellon Foundation, this work resulted in presentations at the American Educational Research Association, Association for Psychological Science, MLearn Conference on Mobile Learning, and the World Conference on Educational Multimedia and Hypermedia. 

With work experience in writing instruction and technical communication, Monica holds a B.A. in English and an M.A. in Education from UC Santa Barbara.
 
Marcos Caceres

http://datadriven.com.au
Thesis Title: Standardizing Widgets: towards universal client-side web applications

Marcos is a full-time PhD Candidate in his second year of study. From 2006, Marcos has been QUT's representative in the World Wide Web Consortium's (W3C) Web Application Formats Working Group, for which he edits a number of specifications.

For the past 8 years, Marcos' academic and professional career has focused on multi-disciplinary approaches to designing web-based systems.  His main research interests are the Web, mobility, interaction design, standardization, and user experience design. From 2003-05, Marcos worked as a research assistant for the Australasian CRC for Interaction Design (ACID)  and occasionally lectured about interaction design and web development at the Department of Communication Design, Faculty of Creative Industries, QUT.

Marcos holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts with First Class Honours in Communication Design from the QUT (awarded in 2002). As an undergraduate student, Marcos majored in Web applications development and interaction design. Marcos is passionate about the Web and open standards. He keeps a blog about his research and adventures at 'datadriven.com.au'.

K. Matthew Dames 

Thesis Title: The Frame of 'Piracy' 

K. Matthew Dames is a doctoral fellow at Syracuse University's School of Information Studies in Syracuse, New York, United States of America. Mr. Dames' scholarly research focuses on information policy, emphasizing copyright.
Kevin has earned graduate degrees in law and information science, and he has worked professionally in both fields. He also has received international honors for his work in information science. Since 2003, Mr. Dames has taught graduate seminars in copyright and licensing, and has published extensively on issues related to copyright, information access, and information policy.

Tobias Escher

DPhil & Research Assistant  
Oxford Internet Institute
tobias.escher@oii.ox.ac.uk  
http://people.oii.ox.ac.uk/escher/
Thesis Title: The Geography of Friendship in the Age of the Internet

Since October 2006 Tobias Escher is a DPhil student in Information, Communication and the Social Sciences as well as a part-time researcher at the Oxford Internet Institute, University of Oxford. His main research interests evolve around e-Social Science research methods, eGovernment and eDemocracy.

He aims to make use of the opportunities offered by the digital technologies under study through developing techniques for collecting information from the Web for research. As such he is also working on several projects that aim to establish methodologies for evaluating government information online, for example for the UK National Audit Office. In addition he is also responsible for the experimental computer lab for the Social Sciences (OXlab) that was set up in collaboration between the Oxford Internet Institute and the Saïd Business School.

His work in the area of eDemocracy currently involves leading the evaluation of a not-for-profit organisation as well as preparing a course on “The Internet and Democracy”. Furthermore his work on agenda setting in the blogosphere touches on relevant issues. Previously his dissertation analysed the political motivations of the Free and Open Source software community.

Before coming to Oxford he has been working as a Research Fellow at the Department of Political Science at University College London. Tobias holds a Masters degree in Globalization and Communications from the University of Leicester. In addition he has an extensive background in Media and Communication Studies as well as Computer Science from his studies at Freie Universität Berlin.

Lucas Graves 

Thesis Title: Recursive Media: Technologies of Annotation in Journalistic Practice

This spring I finished my third year in the doctoral program in communications at Columbia University, where most of my work has been at the intersection of media technology, political communications, and news. I’m broadly interested in the emergence of disruptive media forms in different times and places, and the question of how these take hold (or don’t) in a wider political economy of information. One research thread concerns the politics of media technologies — how political agendas become attached to particular technical arrangements, as in the movements for Net Neutrality or Free Culture. A second thread has to do with the effect of new communications technologies on the conduct of journalism and the structure of the news ecosystem. My dissertation will focus on the role that technologies of annotation play in the news; at the OII I want to work on ways to map broad structural changes in the way news circulates among different journalistic outlets and genres.

In the past I’ve reported on media and technology for various magazines and research firms. Just before coming to Columbia I worked for Jupiter Research, first as a consumer technology analyst and later moving to São Paulo to cover Internet markets in Latin America. As a journalist I’ve had the chance to write about everything from welfare reform to new restaurants; today I write often for Wired magazine. I have a B.A. in political science from the University of Chicago and an M.S. from Columbia’s Graduate School of Journalism.

Harry Halpin 

Thesis Title: The Open World: The Semantics and Significance of Constructivism on the Web
Harry Halpin is a Ph.D. student in the School of Informatics under Henry S. Thompson and Andy Clark at the University of Edinburgh. His research encompasses in the intersection of philosophy and Web architecture, with an especial focus on complex systems dynamics and naming. His most well-known work is on the evolution of names in collaborative tagging, which he completed while at the Santa Fe Institute. He has ran tutorials, chaired workshops such as "Identity, Reference, Meaning and the Web," and given presentations on the Semantic Web, XML, and Web architecture at major conferences such as WWW, ISWC, and ESWC. He is an invited expert on the topic of Digital Ecosystems for the European Commission.

He graduated with a BSc. in Mathematics and Cognitive Science from University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill and a MSc. in Informatics from the University of Informatics. In previous work, he has studied computational linguistics and machine-learning, applying these to an automated story writing tutor in Scottish school systems, and spent a year at Duke Universitym, where he  was the co-organizer of the first HASTAC Conference, one of the largest "new media" conferences.

He is also very active in Web standardization efforts with the World Wide Web Consortium, as the Chair of the GRRDL Working Group and member of the Semantic Web Co-ordination Group.  His future interests lie in working on a Social Web Incubator Group with Dan Brickley while developing an adequate model of privacy.

Bertil Hatt

Thesis Title: Impact of the structure of social graph on a social service: competition, publicity, diffusion

As a third year Ph.D. candidate, I'm working on the economics of services that harness social relations, within the Network Games framework (Goyal, Jackson & al.) Physicists and CS specialists (Barabasi, Newman, Mendes & al.) have isolated properties of complex interaction graphs: small-world, clustering, over-lapping hierarchical structure, etc. Using clustering algorithms, and diffusion simulations, I model competition and isolate arguments for enforceable compatibility policy. The data-source and the applications that I consider are digitally mediated communications, especially Web services like social network or crowdsourcing-based services.

I expect to: draw attention to the incompatible contexts of each individual for recommendations; secondly, suggest statistics to understand how an innovation is percolating; and model competition between services -- possibly extend it to multi-layered coordination orders.

My advisor is Pr. Brousseau; I work within a joint program between EconomiX (Universite Paris Ouest, form. Universite Paris X Nanterre) and Sense (Orange Labs, FranceTelecom Group), thanks to a Cifre grant from ANRT (National Agency for Technology and Research).

After two years as a Science major, I joined ENSAE (National School for Economics and Statistics) and after an M.Sc., I turned to U.

Nanterre for an M.Phil. in Institutional Economics. After a year of professional experience (at PA Consulting) and exploration, I resumed studies and enrolled in a Ph.D.

Time and subject are right for interdisciplinarity, I believe, in spite of methodological differences; actually, such discrepancies exist within economics.

My colleagues blame me for asking too many questions, so I try to remain more relevant. I used to love singing, but now, I just spend too much time on-line.

Puneet Kishor
Thesis Title: The Romance of the Commons

Puneet Kishor has 15 years of international experience in geographic information science and technology. He has worked as a GIS specialist at the World Bank on climate-change, forestry and pollution control projects in India, South America, and the Caribbean, and subsequently as a Senior Analyst/Developer at a GIS consulting company on projects all over the US. He has been very active in the open geospatial community as a developer, educator, and advocate, first as the Vice- President of the Education Committee of the Open Source Geospatial Foundation and then as its elected Charter Member.

Puneet has been working with the National Academy of Sciences, CODATA, the Committee for Data on Science and Technology, on strategies for permanent and open access to scientific information in developing countries. He is actively involved in promoting an information commons of science, working with Science Commons on common use licensing of scientific data, and educating agencies on the benefits of open access. As an independent consultant in geospatial technology, Puneet has been assisting the Conservation International Foundation develop collaborative geospatial applications. He is also a nominated member of the Terra Institute, a consortium of experts on land rationalization, reform, and technology working in the developing world.

Puneet holds an undergraduate degree in engineering from the Indian Institute of Technology, New Delhi, and a Master of Science from the the University of Wisconsin-Madison’s Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies. He is now back at the Nelson Institute working on his doctorate in Environment and Resources along with a minor in Technology Entrepreneurship from the Wisconsin School of Business.

Damien Lanfrey 
http://www.damienlanfrey.net 

damien.lanfrey.1@city.ac.uk
Department of Sociology

City University
Northampton Square
London EC1V 0HB

Thesis Title: Web-born user-generated activism: capturing emerging forms, properties and opportunities in the Social Web 

Born in Italy and Italian/French by nationality, Damien Lanfrey holds a BA in Economics from the University of Parma, Italy and a Masters in “Management in the Network Economy” from Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in Piacenza, Italy and UC Berkeley.

His background combines Economics, professional Web Development and ICT Management, developed also through several work experiences.

As a third year PhD Candidate at City University, London, department of Sociology, Damien aims through his thesis “Natively digital platforms for activism” at capturing emerging forms and opportunities for activism (including networks from Italy, France and US) while working on the conceptualization of what could be defined a Social Web.

He is particularly interested in the intersection between the emergence of natively digital platforms for social entrepreneurship, civic engagement and activism and the simultaneous changing Web environment, led by user-generated applications increasingly mashed around social networking.

Damien also teaches several Media and New Media classes, as well as Masters’ lectures in online research methods, experiences that contributed in expanding his research interests towards investigating innovative research and teaching approaches on the Web as well as the latest challenges for sociological research online, closely looking at the shift from research “through” and “of” the Web to research “in” the Web.

His research interests include also broader “social shaping of technology” approaches, network research and social network analysis, ICT and politics and social movements studies. 

He also cooperated with the Stanhope Centre for Communication Policy and Research (http://www.stanhopecentre.org/2007/) and developed several web projects, especially in the Italian Web.

Henry Siling Li 

Slhenrylee@gmail.com 

S1.li@qut.edu.au 

Thesis Title: Seriously Playful: the Uses of Networked Video Spoofs

 Henry is a first‐year PhD student in Creative Industries Faculty at Queensland University of Technology. His research is on the use of the internet in China for user‐created content, specifically spoofs and spoofers on video‐sharing sites like Tudou. He is using a broadly humanities‐based approach to the texts and social context of this phenomenon, and he is also incorporating network theory and social network markets in order to gain empirical evidence for user‐agency and the popularity of particular examples of user‐created content. By his research he hopes to shed light on the propagation of digital literacy by means of informal creative activities, and the use of the Web in China for the creation of new social networks, in a period of dynamic change both cultural and economic. 

Henry earned his BA in English from Hunan University of Technology and Master of Arts in Applied Linguistics (conference interpreting) from Beijing Foreign Studies University. He worked as a lecturer of English at Zhejiang Ocean University, a public servant with the central government, and a professional conference interpreter before he commenced his doctorate at QUT in 2007. 

Henry is a sports fan and likes photography very much. 
Ilaria Liccardi

Thesis Title: CAWS: Improving users’ awareness for advancing effectiveness of co-authoring activities

Ilaria Liccardi is a third year Ph.D student at the University of Southampton where she graduated in 2006 with an MEng in Computer Science. Ilaria is part of the Learning Societies Lab under the supervision of Dr. Hugh C. Davis and Dr. Su White.  Her research is focused on improving collaborative authoring activities by enhancing users' awareness. She is developing a prototype wiki-based co-authoring system (CAWS) which includes novel features that do not appear in existing co-authoring web tools. Her past research experience includes work in the fields of CSCW, HCI and Web Science.

Ilaria has worked during her degree as a research assistant for the EPSRC Combechem project with the Southampton Statistical Science Research Institute under Prof. Susan Lewis and Dr. Dave Woods.  The eLearning tool that she developed is now in use within this department and has been published externally as a student e-learning tool. She has a range of talents required to design, engineer and build novel software, and then to be able to reflect and report on its contributions to the broader research community.

Ilaria is an enthusiastic researcher and a natural leader. Last year she led a postgraduate working group at the ACM ITiCSE 2007, the first group to be composed solely of postgraduate students.  The students spanned several different countries, including the US, UK, mainland Europe and the Middle East.

Mingfeng Lin 

Thesis Title: The Value of Social Commerce: An Empirical Investigation of Peer-to-Peer Financial Lending 

Mingfeng Lin is a PhD Candidate in the Robert H. Smith School of Business, University of Maryland, College Park.  He graduated from Beijing University in China and has a master's degree in economics from the economics department in University of Maryland.  His primary research interest is electronic commerce, particularly the emerging business models built on social networks.  Currently he is studying the effect of network metrics on individual members as well as the overall community through social network analysis and applied econometrics. He is a recipient of the 2008 Doctoral Research Fellowship of the Economic Club of Washington.  He is also working on his projects related to internet auctions and internet banking, which have been presented at various academic conferences.

Christine Madsen

Christine.madsen@oii.ox.ac.uk 
Thesis Title: From information to knowledge: Reclaiming the domain of libraries on the Internet through the digitization of rare materials 

Christine Madsen is a librarian and academic whose research aims to re-center libraries at the heart of all the disciplines and re-focus the work of librarians on creating a space for the transformation of information into knowledge. Her current and recent projects include a survey of philosophers' and humanities scholars' use of online research and collaboration tools; a webmetric analysis of library digitization web sites; a collaborative project to archive web sites

in the humanities; and a theoretical grounding of the study of Internet in philosophy, society and religion. Her dissertation project is a critical analysis of the impact of digitization on humanities

scholarship, but her larger research agenda is to recapture an integrated space in and from which to study the future of libraries.

After completing her first degree in the visual arts, Christine began her career in libraries as manager of analogue and digital image production in the Art and Architecture Library at UC San Diego. While at UCSD, she went on gain her MLIS and served as a technical consultant on several large-scale digitization and metadata mapping projects, including ArtSTOR. In 2003 she joined the Harvard University Library as the manager of the Open Collections Program [http://ocp.hul.harvard.edu] where she gained expertise in the development of efficient, replicable methods for the creation of comprehensive, subject-based digital resources.
Jenn Martin 

Thesis Title: Buying for Bodies: The Effects of Virtual Consumerism on Online Interaction

Jenn Martin is in the third year of her doctorate in the Department of Media Studies at The University of Western Ontario.  She is researching and writing her dissertation, which deals with the effects of consumption on online interaction in virtual worlds.  This work relies on ethnographic methods to interrogate practices of consumption, especially within the world of Second Life.  Jenn holds a B.A. in Anthropology and English from Wilfrid Laurier University and a M.A. in Communication and Culture from York University.  Her M.A. research focused largely on concerns of whether an increasing emphasis on visual sophistication and representation has a negative or positive impact on in-game identity exploration and play specifically within the game World of Warcraft. Collectively, this research has led to papers dealing with topics including the role of spectacle in gold farming, virtual conspicuous consumption, and how creativity can arise from the limits of coded virtual worlds.

In addition to dissertation work and personal research, Jenn is a part-time faculty member at Western and serves as an instructor for the courses “Video and Computer Games: Culture, Technology, Markets” and “Issues in Online Identity and Community.”  In terms of Internet-related work, Jenn’s research and teaching interests include virtual consumption, online identity formation and exploration, representation of race and gender, methodologies for virtual research, and the use of video games in exploring and furthering social justice issues.  Her more general research interests include acts of resistance, social movements, and the political economy of media.

Alice Marwick

Alice.marwick@nyu.edu 
New York University

Department of Media, Culture, and Communication

Thesis Title: Becoming Elite: Social Status in Web 2.0 Cultures

I am a PhD Candidate at New York University in the Department of Media, Culture, and Communication. I study social media from critical perspectives, including the political economy of new media, online identity, and feminist media theory. My primary analytical lens views internet applications as commercial structures: how the business model of a website affects feature development, specifically the types of user actions that are encouraged or discouraged. Much of this work emphasizes how values often associated with interactive technologies, such as social interaction, privacy, participation, and creativity, must be understood within commercial contexts. For example, my dissertation, “Becoming Elite: Status in Social Media,” takes an anthropological approach to examining the creation and maintenance of status hierarchies within social media through ethnographic examination of workers in the Web 2.0 startups in the San Francisco Bay Area. I am interested in how social media technologies contribute to status inequalities, particularly around gender, educational level, and class. Other interests include social networking sites, plastic surgery, reality television, identity management, online personals, fandom, and participatory culture. I have an MA in Communication from the University of Washington, where my Master’s thesis discussed identity presentation in commercial internet applications. I hold a BA in Women’s Studies and Political Science from Wellesley College in Massachusetts. I grew up in suburban New York but spent eight years in Seattle working in the dot.com boom and bust. Now I live in downtown Manhattan and like eating out, thrift stores, karaoke, art museums and wandering around the city.

Asma Ounnas
Thesis Title: Semantic Web based group formation

Asma Ounnas is a third year PhD student at the school of Electronics and Computer Science, University of Southampton researching the use of Semantic Web technologies in improving the performance of automated group formation. 

In 2000, she received the Algerian Baccalaureate Top Students in the country Award from the President of the Algerian Republic personally, with a Merit Scholarship for undergraduate and postgraduate study in the UK from the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research. In 2005, Asma received her MEng degree with honors in Computer Science from the University of Warwick. She started her PhD degree in the Learning Societies Lab in ECS at the University of Southampton under the supervision of Dr Hugh Davis and Dr David Millard.

Asma’s research investigates the potential use of Semantic Web domain ontologies and deduction rules in improving the performance of Computer Supported group formation within the e-learning domain, where forming groups is modeled as a constraint satisfaction problem. The motivation of the research is influenced by the teachers' need to allocate students into groups based on a set of weighted or prioritized constraints of their choice even if the dataset is incomplete. Presently, she is working on the formation of groups from existing social networks and communities of practice. So far, Asma has presented her PhD work in eight international conferences.

Asma is also interested in other research topics such as user modeling and personalization, Computer Supported Collaborative Work, HCI, Recommender Systems, and social networks and Web 2.0.

Christian Pentzold

Thesis Title: Regulation and Governance in Commons-Based Peer Production

Christian Pentzold is a PhD candidate in the Institute of Media Communication and Intercultural Communication at the University of Technology Chemnitz, Germany. Christian studied Media and Communication Studies at the University of Technology Chemnitz and Media and Film Studies at the University of Stirling, Scotland. 

His doctoral thesis is funded by the German National Academic Foundation. It examines the connections and interactions between the formulation and strategic use of frames, the formation of institutions (formal and informal, e.g. habits, customs, rules, policies, guidelines), and the gradual development of the software architecture that enables and structures the online practices (discursive and non-discursive actions). The field of research of the dissertation are two projects of the “commons-based peer production” (Benkler 2006) – the online encyclopaedia Wikipedia and the free/open source software project Debian. The central characteristic of these digitally networked environments is that groups of individuals successfully collaborate following a diverse cluster of motivational drives and social signals, rather than either market prices or managerial commands.  

In addition to his dissertation project, Christian has been involved in several research projects. In September 2002 he joined a project funded by the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research. As a student researcher he was responsible for the development of a variety of tools that are used in e-learning courses. In 2006 and 2007 he was a research assistant for the Chairs of media psychology and media communication. Since October 2007 Christian has been lecturing in media sociology, media theory, and qualitative research methods. 

Lucy Power 

Thesis Title: The influence of the Internet on bioscience
Lucy joined the OII in 2007 to study e-Science, specifically the impact of the Internet on the Life Sciences in the areas of collaboration, data exchange and transfer, and public perceptions of science. She also hopes to harness the collective wisdom of the OII faculty and her fellow students to further her knowledge of the wide range of topics studied at the Institute.

Lucy has been fascinated by the Internet since she typed her first html tag back in 1995. Since then she's coded websites, administered servers, managed large Web projects, and for the last 10 years has worked as an Information Architect, most recently at Ingenta. Her interest in academic study of the Internet was sparked by her work as an IA, talking to users about their information and communication needs, as well as her work on EU projects E-BioSci and ORIEL, which looked at synthesising life science data into an online research environment.

Educated mainly in Australia, Lucy holds an MA in International Relations and a BA in Modern Asian Studies.

Ulla Rannikko

u.j.rannikko@lse.ac.uk
Thesis Title: Going Beyond the Mainstream? An International Study on Online Citizen Journalism

A year after graduating with a BA in Media and Cultural Studies from the London College of Communication, University of the Arts London, in 2004, Ulla Rannikko earned a Master of Science in Media Research and Analysis from City University in London. Her research interests include alternative media, journalism, social media and democratisation of the media. Ulla`s Master’s dissertation explored through an online survey the usage of Indymedia, a worldwide network of collectives offering online platforms for news and viewpoints often not available in the mainstream media. In her undergraduate dissertation, Ulla analysed the process of embedding journalists with allied troops during the first phase of the war in Iraq.

Ulla is currently a PhD candidate in the Department of Media and Communications at the London School of Economics and Political Science in the UK. Her research focuses on online citizen journalism. Ulla`s thesis explores the possibilities and constraints of participatory news media through citizen journalism practices, its content, and the representation of the phenomenon in the mainstream media.

The social dimensions of the Internet as a tool for communication and for sharing information have been of interest to Ulla since the 1990s, when she became involved in the planning and implementation of the Cable Book Library in Finland. This pioneering library concept specialises in the innovative uses of information technology, above all the Internet. In Finland, Ulla conducted research on the Internet use in the Helsinki City Library and on the impact of information technology on the work of public libraries. 

Wolf Richter

Wolf.richter@oii.ox.ac.uk 

Thesis Title: Changes in behaviour, attitudes, and social norms of illegal file sharing related to the compulsory introduction of a legal file-sharing network at Chinese universities

Wolf Richter joined the Oxford Internet Institute as a DPhil student in October 2006 to study the impact of the new production and distribution models for digital media on copyright law.

For his PhD thesis, he is involved in a cooperation with Tsinghua University in Beijing and the Berkman Center at Harvard University to study blanket licensing models for on-campus file-sharing networks. His other research topics include the role of intellectual property law in distributed problem solving networks, the legal aspects of open content film production, and social entrepreneurship on the Internet. He also presented his vision on the future of the Internet as a space for digital music at the WWW08 conference in Beijing.

Prior to that, Wolf worked as a strategy consultant in IT infrastructure and organization. He holds masters degrees in Intellectual property law from Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich and Computer Sciences from Humboldt University in Berlin.

Oshani Seneviratne

Thesis Title: TBC

Oshani is a first year computer science PhD student at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in the United States. She received her Bachelor of Science (Hons) degree from University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka in 2007. She is advised by Sir Tim Berners-Lee and Daniel Weitzner at the Decentralized Information Group (DIG) at MIT.

Her current research interests are on user interface design for semantic web applications and online social networks. She also has an exploratory research interest in semantic web policy languages and reasoning systems.

Oshani is currently active in the Transparent Accountable data Mining Initiative (TAMI) and the Tabulator project at DIG. She has previously worked on several Apache projects. Those include Apache Woden and Apache Axis2 where she has done research and development work related to web services middleware, and Apache Forrest where she has worked on several RDF/XML plugin development such as FOAF, DOAP and DOAC plugins.

Oshani loves to bike, blog, cook and watch movies.
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Thesis Title: Onliners. Fears, risks, and regulations related to children’s use of Internet

Elisabeth Staksrud is a graduate from the University of Oslo, Norway, with a Cand.

Polit degree in Media and Communications, with research on freedom of expression and Internet regulation in Singapore. She is currently a research fellow and PhD candidate at the UiO, doing research on risk concepts, regulation and children and youths' real-world behaviour on the Internet.

Staksrud started working as an Internet policy adviser and film censor at the Norwegian Board of Film Classification in 1999, a position she still holds. In 2001 she initiated the cross-European SAFT project, supported by the European Commission (2002 - 2006), aimed at providing safety advice, facts and tools for the safe use of the Internet by the general public with a special focus on children and youths. The project conducted one of the largest international representative surveys on children and parents' use and knowledge of the Internet to date, and the data stemming from it is still being used and cited worldwide.

After SAFT she has been the coordinator of several awareness projects supported by the European Commission Safer Internet Action Plan, including pan-European training for awareness raisers. She has also worked as an adviser to the EC on the Eurobarometer survey, and is currently the national project manager for the EUkids Online project, based at the London School of Economics. She is a widely used lecturer, with several publications, as well as an officially appointed adviser to the Norwegian government.

Staksrud's main research interests include young people's use of digital communication, the concept of risk, freedom of expression and privacy, regulation and censorship.
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Doctoral Student and Researcher
Annenberg School for Communication
University of Southern California
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Thesis Title: Tentative topic: The potential of new ICTs in health promotion among Chinese urban youth

Helen Hua Wang is a doctoral student at USC's Annenberg School for Communication and a graduate researcher at the Center for the Digital Future and the Annenberg Program on Online Communities. Her research interests revolve around health promotion and social change via entertainment-education interventions, with a focus on new media platforms such as virtual gaming worlds and online communities. Some of her current research projects include understanding determinants of online community participation (based on the TAM model and Uses & Gratifications perspective); social connectivity on- and off-line (analyzing empirical data from the World Internet Projects) and entertainment-education through digital games (exploring the possibilities of using games for social change). Helen holds a B.A. in Japanese Language and Culture from Beijing University, China and a M.A. in Mass Communication and Media Studies from San Diego State University.
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Thesis Title: Shifting Practices in the Production of News: The Evolution of the News Media Industry to Niche Markets of Online Content

Matthew S. Weber is a third-year PhD student at the Annenberg School for Communication at the University of Southern California. Matthew’s current research examines organizational shifts in the media industry resulting from the emergence of new consumer-oriented technology including online communities and virtual environments.

Ongoing research projects include an examination of patterns of production in online news media utilizing social network analysis and advanced network modeling techniques. The study looks at the flow of information in digital networks, and will examine market consolidation over time. In addition, Matthew is working on a study to analyze the growth and emergence of online communities by applying the tenets of evolutionary theory as a framework for analysis. 

Matthew earned a B.S. in Industrial Engineering and Economics at Northwestern University in Chicago, IL, and an M.S. in Journalism and Media Management at Northwestern University’s Medill School of Journalism. Previously, he worked as a media strategist for Starcom Worldwide and as a brand manager for Tribune Corp., where he launched multiple new media initiatives. Outside of work and research, Matthew is an avid distance runner, having completed five marathons.
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Thesis Title: Information Security in Malaysia: a Legal Framework for the Protection of Information Assets

Sonny Zulhuda was born in Jakarta, Indonesia in 1976 and finished his primary and secondary educations there. He read law at the International Islamic University (IIU), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; graduated with Bachelor of Laws (LLB) (Honours) in 2000 and completed his Masters of Comparative Law at the same University in 2002, having written on Personal Data Protection (PDP) law in the cyberspace. He is now pursuing his PhD study from the same University, writing a thesis on information security legal framework in Malaysia.

Mr. Zulhuda develops a great interest on the area of cyberlaw and Internet policy research. His works had been accepted for presentation at international conferences including those in Malaysia, Singapore, Australia, Brunei, Indonesia, Saudi Arabia and the UAE. He has been actively involved in a number of projects of ICT legal and regulatory developments in Malaysia and Indonesia. Latest works include the development of Internet content code, wireless LAN security policy, draft law on privacy and personal data protection (Indonesia), and the development of National Information Security Policy (Malaysia). 

Mr. Zulhuda has a deep passion in teaching and academic research. He has about five year teaching experience and is currently attached as a law lecturer at the Faculty of Management, Multimedia University in Cyberjaya, located at the heart of Malaysia’s Multimedia Super Corridor. He teaches cyberlaw, business law, media law and law for engineers, aimed at undergraduate and masters (MBA) levels. 

He looks forward to establishing a fruitful networking with fellow participants and the professors at the esteemed Summer Doctoral Programme 2008. He can be reached by the above email addresses, and by phone or sms at +60163409006. He can also be found blogging at http://sonnyzulhuda.wordpress.com.

