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FOREWORD

This monograph covers the plans and operations of Japanese
air units during the 1st Philippines Operation and was compiled
to supplement the nonog‘raphs covering Navy and ground operations.

This record was compiled partially from records prepared by the

War History Compilations Section, Army General Staff, and partially
from the recollections and personal papers of Col Monjiro Akiyama,
former senior staff officer, 1lhth Army, Air Section; and Col
Susumu Ishikawa, senior staff officer (Operations), Sth Air Group.

~ Additional monographs covering the operations of the Japanese
Armed Forces in ﬁme Philippines during Phase One are as follows:

Title Period Mono No

Philippine Operations Record, Phase One  Dec Ll = Jun 42 1

Philippine Operations Record, Phase One, Dec L1 - Jun 42 2
Supplement

Operational Sitt;ation of the Japanese Dec 1 - Jan 42 &
Navy in Philippines Invasion Operations :

Jolo Island Invasion Operations . Dec L1 27

Southern Amy Operations Record - Dec L1 - Aug b5 2l

Southern Argh Air Operations Record Dec 41 - Aug 45 31

General Summary of Naval Operations: Nov L1 - Apr L2 108

Southern Force

1 February 1952
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Preface

Through Instructions No. 126 to the Japanese Government,
12 October 1945, subject: Institution for War Records Tnvetiga-
tion, steps were initiated to exploit military historical records
and official reports of the Japanese War Ministry and Japanese
General Staff, Upon dissolution of the War Ministry and the
Japanese General Staff, and the transfer of their former functions
to the Demobilization Bureau, research and compilation contimed
and developed into a series of historical monographs.

The paucity of original ordcra, plans and unit Jjournals,
which are normally essential in the preparations of this type of
record, most of which were lost or destroyed during field opera-
tions or bombing raids rendered the task of compilation most diffi-
cult; particularly distressing has been the complete lack of offi-
cial strength reports, normal in AG or G3 records, However, while
many of the important orders, plans and estimates have been recon-
structed from memory and therefore are not textually identical with
the originals, they are believed to be generally accurate and re-
liable.

- Under the supervision of the Demobilization Bureau, the
basic material contained in this monograph was compiled and written
in Japanese by former officers, on duty in command and staff units
within major units during the period of operations., Translation
was effected through the facilities of Allied Translators and
Interpreters Service, (G2, General Headquarters, Far East Command,

This Japanese Operational Monograph was rewritten in
English by the Japanese Research Division, Military History
Section, Genexl Headquarters, Far East Command and is based on
the translation of the Japanese original. Editorial corrections
were limited to those necessary for coherence and accuracys
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CHAPTER I
The First Air Operations Against the Philippines

In 1940, as the international situation grew worse, the

American forces in the Philippines, especially the air and

mechanized units, had been increased from approximately 12,000

to about 22,000. In addition, the Philippine National Defense

Army and its patrol unit had been placed under the command of

the American Far Eastern Amy,

o

Air units in the Philippines were of three different com-

mands, Army, Navy and Philippine Defense Army. Iheir strength

was estimated as follows:

ARMY (200 aircraft formed in one air brigade)
Pursuit, one regiment, four squadrons, totaling 108
aircraft.
Bombers, one regiment, three bomber squadrons and one
(pursuit) squadron, totaling 70 aircraft
Reconnaissance, two squadrons of 20 aircraft
NAVY (70 aircraft)
At Olongapo, 20 patrol planes
At Cavite, 50 patrcl and carrier borne pursuit planes
used as patrol planes for the naguhip, aircraft
carriars and seaplane tenders

NATIONAL DEFENSE ARMY (LO training planes)
The existence of fighting strength in depth (air supply and

‘repair depots) had not been reported, but it was believed that

it was limited and there were no large installations. More than

one hundred airfields were reported to be in the Philippines but,

with the exception of Nichols Field, Stotsenburg, and those south

of Aparri, it was b.elimd“they could not be use_d'by large type

lirpraft.
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With the objective of destroying the enemy in the Philippines
and capturing the enemy's principal base of operations, the llth
Army, in coordination with the Navy, was t» land on Lugzon, destroy
the enemy and quickly capture Manila. Subsequently, the Amy would
occupy important places in'the Philippines. The initial strength,
composition and dispoa:l.tion of the 1llth Army was as follows: '

L4B8th Division (Formosa and Baimn-' Island)

16th Division (Kyoto, Japan) :

68th Brigade (Three infantry regiments as a nucleus, Japan)

Other units directly under the control of Fourteenth Army

S5th Air Group (Composed of mainly one air brigade, one

independent sir unit, and one fighter regiment
to assemble on Formosa from northern 'ManchnriJ

~ The Operational Plan

The main force of the llth Army was to assemble on Formosa
and the WIslgnda,,while the elements of the advance force
which were to attack the Philippines, would assemble on Mako and
Palau. While this concentration was taking place every effort
was made to conceal the plan. In the event of enemy attack, in
the course of preparation for the opgrations, the closest unit was
to take the initiative and ambush the enemy. If, however, negoti-
ations between the United States and Japan were successful, all
forces were to,éeage operations immediately. °

The operation would begin with a series of air attacks against
the Pl;ilippines, followed by the landing of small armmy detachments
with the mission of quickly capturing air base primarily oh north-
ern I.uzc_m. The Amy main force wduld then land on Luzon, quickly



capture Manila, and successively occupy ilﬁortant areas within the
Philippines. It was expected that landing operations would be made
in the face of enemy fire after neutralizing the enemy's air and
sea power, _ . :

The Sth Air Group was to dqﬁloy from northern Manchuria, as-
semble on Formosa and, in coordination with the Naval air units
deployed on Formosa and Palau Islands, would begin the operation
with attacks on the -‘ enemy air' forces in the Philippines and an-
nihilate them, The Sth Air Group would establish an airfield on
B e 10 (200 kiloeeis k on'h of Lusri); Wi the Favy was
to capture in the oponing battle. On tha evening of the day
prior to the first air attack the "A", "Bv, and "C" Detachments
were to start from the assembly point, "A" Detachment landing
on Aparri, "B" and "C" Detachment at Vigan, ("C" Detachment was to
subsequently land at Laoag). These units, operating under llth
Army control, were to quickly eliminate enemy forces and capture
il Welihatii. s5efLedas 4n the vicinity of the landing points.

The "D" and "E" Detachments were to depart from the assembly point
(Palau) on the same day, "D" Detachment to land at Legaspi and "E®
-Detachuﬁt, under the control of the Sakaguchi Detachment of the
16th Army, to land at Davao, quickly eliminate enemy forces, cap-
‘t.uro and in coordination with the Navy equip air bases in the
vicinity of the landings. The main force of the S5th Air Group

.-3-



was to support the operations of the "A", "B and "C" Detachments
while the Naval air units were to support the operations of the

"D" and "E" Detachments., During this period'tho_&rlw and Navy Air
units would work in close coordination during the landing opera-
tions, The LBth Division was to land at Lingayen Gulf, destroy
the enemy on Central Luzon and capture Manila, while the 16th Divi-
sion, landing at Lamon Bay and coordinating with the main force

of the Army, was to destroy the enemy on southern Luzon and parti-
cipate in the capture of Manila,

If the objective of the operation was accomplished, the main
force of the Army with the L8th Division as the mucleus was to
assemble and make preparation for redeployment to the Dutch East
Indies, and th; main force of the 5th Air Group was to prepare for

redeployment to Malaya,
Details of the Plan of Attack

The commanders of the 1lth Air Fleet, 1lith Army, and 5th Air
Group met at Twakuni Naval Air Buo' iﬁ Japan during the middle
of November and, based on the Central Army-Navy Agreement regard-
ing air opera.ti_.bns, prepared plans for the coordination of Ammy
and Navy air units in the field operations. These plans called
for the Navy, with a strength of approximately 250 aircraft (2lst
and 23d Air Flotillas) based at Takao, Tainan, Taichu, Kagi and

‘Palau to attack the Philippines in the area south of 16 degrees .
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latitude and the Army, with a strength of approximately 200 air- -
craft, based at Heito, Choshu, Kato and Koshun, to attack the
Philippines in the area north of that latitude. For the landing
on northern Luzon the Navy was charged with the protection of the
convoys to the landing areas and the Army and the Navy had dual
responsibility for the protection and iupport of the operations
during the landing, The Army was charged with the support of
subsequent land operations. The landing operations at Lamon Bay
and in the vicinity of Legaspl and Davao were the sole responsi-
bility of the Navy. A carrier striking task force, built around
the Lth Carrier Division (2L planes), was scheduled to support
these operations,
| The 1ith Army commander, at Taihoku, was charged with the
preparations for operations and during the period 24-27 November
issued the ‘following directives:
The 1lhth Army will coordinate with the Navy and

start the operations with an air strike. The main

-force of the Army will land at Lingayen Gulf on the

15th day of operations and swiftly destroy the enemy

in the Philippines and capture the capital, Manila,

in one blow. With the opening of battle our Navy will

annihilate enemy ships and small craft in the Philip-

pines and will support the landing of the Army's main

effort with an element of its air unit. Definite

orders will be issued at a later date concerning the

time for commencement of military operations.

The.5th Air Group was charged with the destruction of enemy
‘air power in the Philippines, protection of the convoy carryiizg i
the main force of the Army, and the support of the landing of the

Army's main force. An element of the Army's ground force (main
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strength of one airfield battalion) mltfo depart ,from Takao on
7 December and assist the Navy in the caotui'o of tie airfield on
Batan Island, When this field was operationally uoablo, the 5th
Air Group was to use the field md oont:lnuo operations. On the
third day of operations the "A","BN and nC" Detachments, with
.t.ho cooperation of the Navy, were to land on the northern coast
of Luson in the vicinity of Aparri, Vigan and Laocag, ocoupy and
-proplro for operational use. airfields :1n‘t.ho vicinity of the
landing points. It is extremely important that the oocupation
‘and completion of these airfields be accomplished with utmost
swiftness, When the ,papturo and repair -o‘fk the Vigan and Laoag
airfields and the Airfields south of Aparri had been completed
the main force of the S5th Air Group m to deploy to fhooo fields
as swiftly as pouiblo and continue the air ‘oporat.:lono. . '
During the concentration of forces at Takao, Mako, and Kiirun
(Keelung), the S5th Adr. Group in cooperation wflt.ﬁ ‘the Uth Air Regi-
meni (Formosa Army) was chargeo with the pro’to‘ct'ion of these ports.
In the event of air atﬁclo on Formou, aircraft and not antiair-
craft was to be uood in broaking up the attack, During this build-
up of forces the 5th Air Group was directed to ‘attach air ground
units to the "A", "B" aod-"C" Detachments as well as attachment
of the malf strength of the 2ith Airfield Battalion to the Naval

force charged with the capture of Batnn Tsland,'



Concentration and Deployment -

Although the 5th Air Group was atguonogiat Tsitsihar in
'mrtﬁern Manchuria, rodeploymaut to southern Formosa by land and -
air began during the qiddle of November and was completed by 1
Doo'amber. The composition and deployment of the St.h Air Group
undor the oommd of Lt. Gen. Hidcyoehi Obata as of 7 December
was as rollm1

Sth Air Group Hudquartors (at Heito)
Lth Air Brigade
. Headquarters (at Heito)
8th Air Regiment (1light bombers) (at Kato)
- 14th Air Regiment (heavy bombers)(at Choshu)
16th Air Regiment (light bombers)(at Kato)

° 50th Air Regiment (fighters) (at Koshun)
24th Air Regiments (fighters) (at Heito and Choahu)
10th Independent Air Unit

Headquarters (at Tainan)
52d Independent (Army reconnaisaance) Squadron
(at Heito)
 74th Independent (Observation) Squadron (at Heito)
76th Independent (Hqs. reconnaissance) Squadron (at Heito)
11th Air Transport Squadron (at Taichu)
Lth Air Sector Command
11th Air Sector Command
18th Airfield Battalion
2hth Airfield Battalion
28th Airfield Battalion
L8th Airfield Battalion
13th Airfield Company
*  32nd- Airfield Company
1st Air Communication Regiment
3d Air Intelligence Unit
2d Field Meteorological Battalion Hq,
" 3d Meteorological Company
~Lith Meteorological Company
" Lth Field Airfield Construction Unit .
9th Field Airfield Construction Unit
297th Independent Motor Transport Eompany
298th Independent Motor Transport Company
111th Land Duty Company
123d Land Duty Company
. 56th Construction Duty Company
- LOth Field Antiaircraft Battalion -
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The 8th, 1lith, and 50th Air Regiments were training units
changed to field units and had as a part of the regiment an air-
field battalion. The 16th and 2lth Air Regiments and the 52d,
74th, and 76th Independent Squadrons were field units and did not
have their own airfield battalions. The mumber and type of air- ‘
craft in each unit were as follm: |

UNIT ORGANTZATION TYPE AND NUMBER OF PLANES
8th - One Hq. Reconnaissance 9, Model 97 Hq. Recon.
: Squadron : . i S
Three light bomber ; 27; Model 99 twin engine
Squadrons bombers ;
1hth Three heavy bomber 27, Model 97 heavjr bombers
 Squadrons : o ;
50th  Three fighter Squadrons 36, Model 97 fighters
16th  Three light bomber 27, Model 97 light bombers
Squadrons :
24th . Three fighter Squadrons " 36, Model 97 fighters
52d One Army Reconnaissance 9, Model 97 Army Recon,
Squadron
Thth Ona Observation Squadron 12, Model 98 observation
76th One Hq., Reconnaissance e 9, Model 97 Hqe Reéon.
- Squadron

The Initial Operations !

All was now in readiness; the opei-ational plans had been made,
the units to part.iéipata in the operation had been assembled and
only awaited the day and hour of dep&twe. On the evening of

December 7th, the Tanaka and Kanno Detachments, the advance units
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" of the lith Army, boarded ship at Mako and sailed for their inva-
sion points.,. The Kimura Detachments boafding ship at Palau was
navigating toward Legaspi under Naval escort. The operations had
begun. : _

-~ At dawn of 8 December the Stﬁ Air Group comeme& opér:t-:lo‘m.
The 8th Air Regiment, with twenty-five aircraft, took off from Kato
and the 1l4th Air Regiment, with eighteen aircraft, ook of ‘rrfﬁ\/.f‘
Choshu for their objectives in the Philippines and arrived’ e '

 their targets at about 0800 without sighting any enemy aircraft.
The Bth bombed and strafed Tuguegarso Airfield, while the lith
attacked the Baguio Barracks. All aircraft returned to their
bases about noon, The Naval afr unit, whose take-off had been de-
layed about five hours by d_ense\?fog, attacked Iba and Clark Air-
fields at about 1330 .houra. Tﬁeﬁty—five enemy aircraft were re- -
ported shot down and seventy-five (forty-five large and medium)
aircraft were reported damaged. Meanwhile, the 2L4th Air Regiment,
flying twenty-five sorties, and the 50th Adr Regimerit, flying
tw_ent&-tuu sprties, were on convoy protpe.ction and did not sight
any enemy aircraft. The 2lth Airfield Battalion, which had de=
parted from Takao _6n the 7th, in cooperation with the Navy landed
on Batan Island in vic-inity of Basco at dawn on the 8th, and by
evening had seized the Basco Airfield, Elements of the 52d Army

' Reconnaissance Squadron and 7hth Observation Squadron landed on |

the Basco Airfield :Lmadiately“ after the occupation.and, according
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' to their reconnaissance reports, the airfield could be used
operationally by only fighters and reconnaissance planes.

~ On 9 December fighters of the 2Lth and 50th Air Regiments,
oporaﬁ.ng from the Basco Airfield, provided air cover for the
Tanaka and Kanno Detachments. Reconnaissance of @ortharn Luzon
to determine the enemy sdtuation and made by the Group headquarters
reoonnéis_nnce planes, Enemy bombers were patrolling the shores
of Luzon Ial@rxd but their actions were not positive. On the even-
ing of the 9th, the 5th Air Group commander issued orders (Sth
Air Group Operational Order, A, No.'136) which in substance were
as follows:

On 10 December, the 10th Independent Air Unit will
carry out photographic reconnaissance of the various
landing points in Lingayen Gulf and the vicinity of

- San Fabian and Pozorrubio and the road between Pugo

and Rosario. The 24th Air Regiment will support the
landing of the Kanno Detachment, In the event that

the capture of Vigan Airfield is successful, elements
of the 24th may use this airfield. The Lth Air Brigade
commander will direct the 16th and 50th Air Regiments
to support the anchorage and landing of the Tanaka
Detachment and the 8th Air Regiment to support the
landing at the Kanno Detachment. In addition the Brie
gade commander will direct the llith Air Regiment to at-
tack Clark Field (secondary target, Del Carmen Airfield)
at 1100.

At 0510 on the 10th, the Kanno Detachment landed in the vie-
inity- of Vigan, without enemy resistance, and immediately occupied
Vigan Airfield. Six enemy four-engine planes attacked ‘and bombed
the convoy and region of the landing point at about 0830 and subse-

quently aevoi-al attacks were made by enemy aircraft and some damage
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was infli on the transports. Meanwhile at 0550, the Tanak;
Detachment landed in the eastern sector of Aparri without enemy
resistance and advanced toward the Aparri #ii-field, occupying the
airfield at 1430, Some casualties were received during the attack
‘on the enemy bomber base. Elements of the 5th Air Group, as direct-.
ed by the orders of the pafevioui .day, were providing active support
to these operations, The 24th Air Regiment, now operating from

the Basco Airfield, flew six missions in support of the Kanno Detach-
nent lahding at Vigan, Two enemy fighters were encountered but no

. damage was inflicted., At the same time the 8th Air Regiment, operat-
" ing from hm, flew three missions in support of the Kanno Detach=
ment in its battle in the vicinity of Vigan. They dive<bombed

and strafed enemy vehicles in the vieinity of Santiago, destroy-

ing approximately thirty armored cars ‘and motor trucks of those moving
north of the road Vigan and San Fernando. In the air they engaged
approximately twenty enemy fighters, shooting down four with the loss
of only one of their aircraft, Meanwhile, the 16th and 50th Air Regi-
ments gave support to the TanaI:a Detachment in its battle for Aparri
and bombed the roads from Aparri to Tuguegarao, but did not enco.u.nt.er
any enemy aircraft, As directed by the Sth Air Group Order, the 1lith
Air Regiment took off to attack Clark Field but could not attack due
to the dense clouds in the area; therefore, it attacked Tba Airfield
causing considerable damage. The reported results on Naval air actie
vity on the 10th were fifty enemy aircraft (seven large type) shot

~
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down and fifty-three enemy aircraft (twelve large type) damaged.
Due to bad flying weather on the 11lth, flying activity was
limited to covering the Vigan anchorage by an éleu;ent of .the

24th Air Regiment and the movement to Vigan of those elements of

~ the 24th Air qunnt_ still stationed at Choshu under the Air

Regiment commander., In addition, the Lth Air Brigade, twenty-

two sorties by the 8th Air Regiment, supported the ground action

of the Kamno Detachment, Also on the llth, the 5th Air Group
commander issued Sth Air Group Operations Order A, No., 139, which
directed the successive displacement to northern Luzon of elements
of the 5th Air Group during the period 12-19 December. The plan
was uaont:la.u_y as follows?
The Lth Air Brigade Headquarters from Heito to

Aparri 14=15, 8th Air Regiment from Kato to Aparri,

the 3 light. bomber squadrons to make the move during

the period 15-16 and the Headquarters reconnaissance

squadron to move during the period 18-19, lith Adr

Regiment from Choshu to Aparri 18-19, 16th Air Regi-

ment after moving to Aparri on the 12th and 13th, was

to move to Vigan on the 16th and 17th and the 50th

Air Regiment after moving to Aparri on the 12th and
13th, was to advance to Vigan on the 15th and 16th,

The 24th Adr Regiment was to move to Vigan on the 12th,
The 52d Air Squadron after moving to Vigan on the 13th
was to advance to Laoag on the 15th, 16th and the 74th
Air Squadron was to move to Vigan on the 15th and 16th.

At 0240 on 12 ﬁoeuber, the Kimura Detachment, landed in the
vicinity of Legaspi and by 0900 of the same day had occupied Daraga

Airfield, ' Meanwhile, the Tanaka Detachment commander, having found

that the Aparri Airfield was unexpectedly small, ordered the siez-
ing of Tuguegarao Adrfield, By 0530 the airfield had been occupied



without meetirng enemy resistance. At 0800 elements of the Kanno
Detachment occupied and prepared for operational use, the Laocag
Airfield, / All advance airfields were now occupied, therefore, the
air force grourd units attached to the Tanaka and Kanno Detachments
returned to Group control. The main force of the 50th P P
having moved to Aparri Adrfield as difoqtod by the group order of
the previous day was attacked by .one énw fighter which destroyed
two aircraft. During this period, Naval air units attacked Batangas,

Iba, Olongapo and Clark Fields shooting down eight aircraft and damag-

ing ahout thirty-four. At 1800, 12 December, the 5th Air Group
commander issued 5th Air Group Operational Order A, No. 1Ll covering
the air activities of the group for the following day. The order
called for the pl;otoction of the Tanaka and Kanno Detachments and
the advance airfields and ordered the annﬂ}ilation of the remaining
enemy aircraft by repeated attacks on enemy airfields with a few
picked aircraft, I

On the ﬁth, the 5th Air Group, put into effect the operations
outlined in the order of the previous day. Eight aircraft of the
2ith Adr Regiment attacked Del Carmen Airfield at daybreak, destroy-
ing on the ground four medium type enemy aircraft. At 1030 nine
aircraft of the 5th Air Regiment attacked Clark Field, strafing
ten or more small enemy aircraft on the field with unknown results,
At 1300, ten aircraft from the same regiment attacked Cabanatuan

Airfield but did not encounter any enemy aircraft. Following those



attacks, the 2lith AJr Regiment attacked Clark Field at 1100 with
six aircraft and Cabanatuan Airfield at 1400 with nine aircraft
encountering no enemy aircraft. At 1130 bombers of the 1hth Air
.Rogimont attacked Clark Field, from an altitude of h,OOO_meter_a.
Sixty Model 9k 50kg iﬁstantaneoﬁa bombs were dropﬁed, destroying
five large type and apﬁrozimtely tﬁenjt.y small type aircraft on
the ground, In addition, one enemy fighter was shot down while
attempting to intercept the flight. The 14th Air Regiment again
bombed Clark Field at 1430, destroying runways and other facilites.
In the a.t}ove attacks some aircraft were hit by antiaircraft fire,
but all returned to their base safely. Seventeen bombers of the
8th Air Regiment took off from Katod& 0900, bombed Tarlac barracks
and the enemy h;adquutera at Baguio about 1100, and returned to
their base at 1400. The action radius of this regiment was about
800 kilometers, generally considered the maximum for Model 99 twin
engine light bombers, Other air activity consisted of coverage of
the Vigan mcl;orage by twenty-four sorties from the 52d and 7Lth
Adr Squadrons and Naval air attacks on Nichols, Del Carmen, i
Cabanatuan Airfields, resulting in one enemy aircraft shot down
and 200 destroyed since the opening of operations on the 13th.
Eleen aircraft of the 50th Air Regiment and six airecraft from
the 1lth Air Regiment attacked Del Carmen Airfield on the lith, sight-
ing no enmy tﬁrcra.t‘t. On the same day the Headquarters and one
sqﬁadron of the 16th Air Regiment deployed to Aparri Airfield as

<Y



directed by the Sth Air Group order of the 1lth., Aparri was found
to be so small that it was difficult for one 1light bomber regiment
to use it. Our air attacks since the commencement of operations
had destroyed the greater part of the enemy's air power, the re=-
miining aireraft vers being moved from ode airfiels to svoid our
air attacks but were making periodic surprise attacks using a few
aircraft. As of the 1Lth there seemed to be three large type air-
craft undamaged at Clark Field and five at Del Carmen Field. At
1400 hours on the llith, the Group commander issued 5th Air Group
Operational Order A, No. 1lhk, (Chart 1) calling for attacks in
-waves on Del Gmn‘- Airfield by all units,

On the 15th, twenty-three sorties by the 2Lth Air Regiment
and eighteen by the 1lhth Air Regiments were flown in attacking the
northern part of Del Carmen Airfield three times. The llth Air
Regiment dropped sixty rounds of model Sk 50kg bombs (instantaneous)
at a height of about 4,000 meters destroying about ten small type
aireraft concealed on the field and other facilities.

Or.xvt.he same day eleven sorties by the 16th Air Regiment and
 eighteen by the 50th Air Regiment were mounted in attacks on Del
Carmen and Clark Field, The 16£h Air Regiment dropped twenty rounds
of 50kg bombs '(ins'tantaneous) on Del Carment Field at a height of
about 1,500 meters destroying four small and one medium type air-

craft and in a dive bombing attack on Clark Field twenty-four rounds
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of 50kg bombs (instantaneous} were dropped destroying three aircraft.

On the 16th, the 5th Air Group, while preparing f_or the attack
on Manila, supported the Tanaka Detachment in its advance south of
Vigan and planes of the headquarters reconnaissance squadron recon-

- noitered enemy positions and movement around Manila, On this day
the 1hth Air Regiment was ordered to support the 23rd Army in its
attack on Hongkong., The i'egiment advaricéd to Canton on the 16th
and after attacks on Hongkong on the 17th and 18th, which destroyed
batteries and other military installations, returned to Choshu on
the 22nd. '

.Due to unfavorable weather on the 17th, the plan for a full-
scale attack on the airfields surrounding Manila to complete the
annihilation of enu:v air power had to be postponed. Reconnais-
sance planes reported four large planes at yichola Field, two on
Nielson Field and two on Clark Field, but the situation at other
fields was unknown. As covéred in a previously issued air force
plan, the Tanaka Detachment in its advance on Vigan, left one
company at Tuguegarao Airfield and one platoon at Aparri. These
units were to come under the command of the 5th Air Group which
was responsible for the defense of the airfields, .

At 1300 on thé 18th, the 16th Air Regiment attacked Nichols
and Zablan Airfields with ten aircraft destroying four large and
four other aircraft, The 8th Air Regiment attacked Camp Murphy
Airfield at 1410 with five aircraft, dutfoying four large and
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three small aircraft, while six aircraft attacked Tarlac Barracks.
Elements of the 50th|Air Regiment flew fighter cover ror these
attacks, The 2Lth Air Regiment moved from Vigan t.o Lcong and
glso provided air cover to Vigan anchorage., As a result of the
battle situation and additional information on the condition of
airfields, the Sth Air Group commander issued, in the evening of
this day, 5th Air Group Operational Order A, No. 151, which out-
| lined the mission and mgfement.'a of the Group in the covering of
landing and support of subsequent operﬁtiona of the LBth Division
from "Z" Day (22 December) to Z plus 20, (Chart 2) As protection
for thQ anchorage the tomm plan (A, No. 157) was to be put into
effect: ON Z Day minus 1, one aircraft of the 52d Air Regiment would
fly reconnaissance of the convoy position at 0700. From 0700 to 1200,
two formations from the 24th Air Regiment also opérating from Lacag
Airfield would provide air cover for the convoy and from 1200 to
1800, two formations from the 50th Air Regiment flying from Vigan
Airfield would take over that mission. After Z Day air cover for
the convoy position would be provided by one squadron of the 50th
Air Regiment from 0730 to 1200 and one squadron from the 2ith Air
Regiment from 1200 to 1830, The plan called for this protection
to continue‘until Z plus 5 depending upon the situation; operations
on Z Day were to be covered in a seperate order.

Although most of the enemy's air power had been destroyed,

enemy aircraft were still attacking the anchorages; therefore, the

=20=



Time

Chart--2 Sth Air Group Plan for Direct Support of Land Operations

Mission and Movements of Air Units

Pre-landing Phase

Z minus 2
to
Z minus 1

Z Day
(22 Decenmber)

First FPhase
Z Day

to
Z plus 3

Second FPhase
z plu 3

Zplnlo

Third Phase
Z plus 10
t

o
Z plus 15

Fourth Phase

Z plus 15
to

Z plus 20

Roconnaissance by the 10th Independent Air Unit
of the Agoo and Caba landing points and aleng
Lingayen, San Fabian and Pomruuo as well as
the rear of those positions.

The 10th Independent Air Unit and 16th Alr
Regiment will give direct support to the land-
ing operations and the 8th and l4th Air Regi-

ments will attack targets in the rear areas.

The main force of the 10th Independent Air Unit
will sdvance as soon as possible to Naguilian
Airfield and will continue to support the land-
ing units. The 1éth Air Regiment will attack
the enemy% front lines while the other bomber
unit will attack enemy units operating on the
flank and the rear area. As soon as Rinmalonan
Airfield is cccupied it will be put into operat-
ing condition.

10th Independeat Air Unit will reconmoiter
snemy positions expected to be on the hill
east of Candaba Swamps. Bomber units will
attack the enemy at Tarlac and Cabanatuan which
is expected to be on eur flanks. Fighters and
Eombers will cooperate to annihilate the re-
maining enemy aircraft and bomb the rear areas.
Cabanatuan and Bongabon Airfields will be oo~
cupied and placed in operaticns as scon as
possible.

10th Independent Air Unit will continue re-
connaissance of enemy position. The main force
of the bomber units will attack the eneay posi-
tions and after penetration of the enemy posi-
tions by our ground units our light bombers
shall harass the retreating‘eneamy

Attacks on positions around Manila and cemple-
tion of an airfield along the Angat River.
Manila will not be boambed without orders.

Note:

The main mission of the 52nd Headquarters
Reconnaissance Squadren will be reconnaissance
of enemy positions, while the main missien of
the heavy bombers will be the destructiea of

eneay air power.
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Group commander, while preparing for the landing of the main force
of the 1hth Army, decided to destroy the remaining enemy air power,
north of Manila, At 1400 on the 19th, Sth Air Group Operational
Order A, No, 153, was issued and ordered the Lth Air Brigade, with
one squadron of the 24th Air Regiment attached, to atﬁlck, on thb
following day, the main enemy airfields in and to the north of
Manila. '

On the 20th, the Lth Air Brigade, consisting of ten aircraft
of the 50th Air Regiment, six aircraft of the 2Lth Air Regiment,
twelve aircraft from the 8th Air R'egimnt. and two squadrons from
the 16th Air Regiment, attacked Nichols, Del Carmen .» Tba and
. Cabanatusn Airfields at 1300; only four aircraft were sighted
(on Nichols Field) and these were destroyed. At 1130 on this day,
the Group comnde:" being Iinformed of thirty small aircraft based
at Limay, ordered fourteen aircraft of the 2Lth Air Regiment to
attack, However, no planes were sighted on the ground or in the
air so all aircraft returned, 5th Air Group Operational Order A,
No. 155, was issued on this day calling for diversionary at't-.ackslon'
the military installations in Baler Bsy and Subic Bay Areas by bombers
of the hth Air Bfigade in an attempt to conceal ithe real landing
point at Lingayen,

On 21 December, twenty planes of the 2Lth Air Regiment a.nd‘
twenty-four planes from the 50th Air Regiment provided air cover

for the lhth Army convoy. As diversionary attacks, to deceive the
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enemy as to our actual landing point, one squadron (six aircraft)

of the B8th Air Regiment attacked Nichols Field, destroying three
large and five small a_i.rcr;nrt,' while another squadron (six aircraft)
dive-bombed the fortresses at the mouth of Subic Bay and on Grande
Tsland destroying four gun emplacements and some barracks. In addi-
tion, six aircraft from two squadrons of the 16th Air Regiment attack-
ed Baler ¢estroy1ng.the wireless station. Reconnaissance reports in-
diéatcd that thirty enemy fighters and ten large aircraft were hiding
and operating from the airfield in and around;Hanila. Limay airfield
seemed to be the most used field. At 0900 the Sth Air Group commander
1;sued Operational Order A, No. 157, covering opérations on "Z" Day
and supplementing the directives of Operational Order A, No. 151.

. This order directed the 76th Independent Air Squadron to make a
reconnaissance at 0800 oﬁ the 22nd, of the Lamon landing and enemy
sitvation in the vicinity of Lamon Bay and Manila. On that day

one squadron of the 50th Air Regiment was to cover the anchorage
from 0700 to 0830 and from 0930 to 1530, while the 2Lth Air Regi-
ment was to cover the anchorége with 2 squadrons from 0830 to 1030
and with one squadron from 1030 to 1130 and from 1530 to 1830.

All aircraft were to be ove£ the anchorage five minutes prior to the
given time to prevent gaps. The 8th Air Regiment was to attack
Clark Field and other airfields in the vicinity of Manila. The

1lhth Air Regiment was to come under direct Group control after

the 22nd and was to dispatch one squadron to Tuguegarao while the
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ulin force was to remain at Choshu prepared to support the Army
landing at any time.

Support of the Main Landing and Subsequent Operations

At 0LOO on the 22nd of Deceniber the first eléments of the
L4B8th Division began landing at Lingayen Gulf and the 5th Air Group
conmenced operations under the plm prepared and issued in advance.
Forty-four sorties by the 50th Air Regiment and twenty-seven sorties
by the 24th Air Regiment covered the landing operations throughout
the day. The 50th Air Regiment's fighters shot down two enemy air-
Graft attacking the landing avea, The 10th Independent Air Unit and
thirty-three sorti_eé by the 16th Air Regiment gavo support to the
operations of the L8th Division by attacking enemy tank and armored
_units between Rabon and San Fabian. Fourteen fighters of the 8th Air
Regiment bombed Nichols Field at 0730 from an altitude of 5,000 meters
destroying five large, two medium, and five small aircraft. Fifteen
fighters from the same regiment, operating sgain from 5,000 meters,
bombed Camp Murphy and Limsy Airfields at about 1330, destroying * ’
eleven planes on the ground. 5th Air Group Operational Order 158
issued at noon-on the 22ﬁd instructed all units to continue the
operations as planned, ordered the 74th Observation Squadron to
move to Naguilian Airfield as soon as it was operationally possible,
_the 16th Air Regiment to use Bantay airfield in the vicinity of

Vigan, and the 8th Air Regiment to use San Nicholas Airfield in the
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vicinity of Laocag. It also instructed the 1lith Air Ragj;ent (re-
turned to Formosa from Canton on that day) to attack the airfield
at Limay and the airfields in the vicinity of Manila, with its
main strength. It also directed the llith Air Regiment, whose home
base was Choshu, to use Tuguegarao and San Nicholas Fiel;!s as ad-
vance bases,

On the 23rd, thirty-one fighters of the 2hth Air Regiment
assisted by thirty-three sorties flown by the 50th Air Regiment
_covered the landing area throughout the day. Four large aircraft
were sighted by the fighters from the 50th Air Regiment who gave
chase but could not over take them. Sixteen fighters of the 8th
Air Regiment attacked Clark, Del Carmen, and Batangas Airfields at
1030, destroying four large and three small aircraft at Clark Field
and seven 1argenand three medium planes at Del Carmen Field. Two
aircraft of this reg:lmentl. supported ground operations and destroyed
8ix of a group of ten tanks that were moving north in the vicinity
of San Jose. Twenty-one sorties by the 16th Air Regiment, auppoft-
ing ground operations, attacked eheuw posit_.i_._om and armored car
units in the southern sector destroying twenty-one cars. On this
day elements of the 1llth Air Rbgime‘nt’ moved to Tuguegarao from
Choshu. 5th Air Gmup_bperat.ional Order A, No.160, issued on this
day, placed the 1ith Air Regiment under Group control and instruct-
ed the Regiment to prepare for the attack on the airfields in the
 vicinity of Manila scheduled for the following day.

Units of the Sth Air Group contimued operations on the 24th
as previously pianned. The 76th ﬁeadquartera Reconnaissance Squadron
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flew reconnaissance missions in the vicinity of Lamon Bay and the
a.trf.i'alds at Limay, Clark and Del Carmen. Twenty-six sortiu‘ by
the 50th and thirty-one sorties by the 24th Air Regiment covered
the landing area throughout the day. Eleven sorties by the 8th and
fourteen scrties by the 16th Air Regiments supported the LBth Divi-
sion and destroyed fifty vehicles in the vicinity of Cabanatuan and
the 10th Independent Air Unit also supported the L8th Division on
this day. Three aircraft of the 8th Air Regiment flew missions in
auppbrt. of the 16th Division, deaﬁ'oyihg ten oneiuy vehicles in the
vicin:l.ﬁ of P#gbilao. In addition, four aircraft from the same regi-
ment bombed Clark Field at 1200 from an altitude of 6,000 meters,
destroying seéven large and four amall a.iﬁ:ra.ft concealed in the
 forest. The 8th Air Regiment lost one plane in this day of action,
Seventeen sorties by the 1lL4th Air Regiment were flown in attacking
Limay and Camp Murphy destroyi;'lg six large and three small enemy
planes on the Camp Murphy field.

On the 25th, nine fighters of the 16th Air Regiment contimued
to cover the landing area. Three fighters from the 8th 'Regi.n-uéi:tA
attacked the vicinity of Tarlac, destroying approximately 100 freight
cars while, six fighters from the same regiment, in support of the
16th Division, destroyed approximately fifty trucks in the vicinity
of San Pablo., On the 26th, the -Sth Air Group continued to cover
the landing area and support the land operations as outlined in
‘previous plans. In addition, four planes from the 8th Air Regiment
bombed Nichols Field, destroying four large planes; and nine planes

from the same regiment bombed an enemy convoy in the western waters



of Limay, sinking one ship, _

On the 27th, in addition to supporting the Army's ground op-
erations, elements of the Group (seven fighters of the 8th and
four fighters from the lith Air Reginents) attacked Nichols Field
destroying five large planes and one small one. In covering the
landing area, fighters of the 50th Air Régimnt shot down two enemy
_ fighters in the skies above the port. On this day the Group issued
directives for the gradual fozﬁd deployment of units in this area.
A typhoon, originating in the Palau vicinity and sweeping the cen-
tralrpart of the Philippines, restricted the air activities of the
Group on the 26h and halted the mnt of the Group's main force.
In accordance with Army orders calling for the full-scale attack on
Corregidor the following day, the 29th, the Group commander issued
5th Air Group operations Order A, No. 171, The order was as follows:

1. According to our information the Headquarters of the
American Far Eastern Army seems to have withdrawn to Corregidor.

2. The Sth Air Group will attack Corregidor at 1200 tomorrow,
the 29th, with its full strength and destroy the center of the
American Far Eastern Army Command. Following our attack, between
1300-1430, the full strength of the navy's land based aircraft
will attack the fortress and shipping in the vicinity.

3. Each air unit will attack Corregidor according to the

following plan:
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PLAN OF ATTACK ON CORREGIDOR

UNIT

OUTLINE OF EXECUTION OF

TIME OF OBJECTIVE
ATTACK ATTACK
2h4th Air 1200-1300 Corregidor One squadron will control
Regiment the air below 4,000 meters
in coordination with S0th
Regiment.
50th Air 1200-1300 Corregidor One squadron will control
Regiment the air below 4,000 meters
of Lth Air . in coordination with the -
Brigade 2ith Regiment.
1hth Air 1200-1220 Command Post Bomb by squadrons, with as
Regiment and important short an interval as possi-
: military in- ble between squadrons.
stallations in Bomb simultaneously with
the central area. fighter units,
8th Air  1220-1240 Command Post o
Regiment ' and other im-
of Lth Air portant military do
Brigade installations in
' " the central area.
16th Air 1240-1300 Electric power
Regiment plant, fuel am- . a0
of Lth Air muni tion and
Brigade power store
houses in the

central area.

e In case of bad weather special orders will be issued.

Units not covered on the above plan will contimnue their present

mission,

e

5. I (Lt. Gen. Hid'eyoshi Obata) will depart from Aparri by

plane at 0900 for Tuguegarao and, after issuing combat instruction
there, I will move to the Vigan Combat Caﬁénd Post about 1600 and
thereafter can be located there.
Note: /

1, One aquidron of heavy bombers will use 250kg bombs and the
other heavy -bombgr squadron and the light bombers will use 50 to
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100Eg bombs. The light bombers will use incendiary bombs. :

2. At 1300 the naval units will take up the attack on Corregi-
dor,

3. Adrcraft of the 1ith Air Regiment flying from Choshu will
land at Tuguegarao after the attack. '

At 1200 on the 29th, the SthAierup, lening?_n/e/unitto
cover the anchorage, attacked Corregidor with its rull bomber
strength. Bfaving fierce enemy antiaircraft fire all units attacked
as planned, inflicting enormous damage. The attack commenced at
1200 when eighteen fighters of the 1lith Air Regiment operating at i
an altitnde of 5,000 meters dropped thirty-five 100kg and twelve
250kg de]:md action bombs on the central area destroying many
barracks and the fortress headquarters. At 1230, twenty-two fighters
of the 8th Air Regiment, flying at 5,000 meters, dropped sixty-six
100kg delayed action bombs, while eighteen fighters of the 16th
Air Hegiment, dive bombing from an altitude of 1,000 meters, drop-
ped 108 50kg delayed action bombs, on the central area, setting
fire to the wireless station, el_ectric power _plant, barracks an'fi
the fortress headquarters. Nineteen fighters of the 50th Air Regi-
ment provided air cover for the operation. During the day the
Group combat command post was advanced to Vigan and the 10th Inde-
pendent Air Unit moved to the newly completed Del Carmen Airfield.

On the 30th, fifteen aircraft of the lhith Air Regiment, flying
~ from Choshu, atta;cked Mariveles destroying military installations
there. The main force of the Sth Air Group supported ground opera-



tions throughout the day. The Army commander, knowing that the
enemy was making a general retreat to the Bataan area Irom the
Manila, Tarlac, and Cabanatuan areas, ordered the 5th Air Group
commander to harass the enemy's retreat and to deﬁtrof 5ridges in
the area .'est of Lubao,

‘On the 31ct, the 8th Air Regiment, in three dive-bombing
attacks on enemy vehicles in the Dinalupihan and Orani areas, de-
‘stroyed over tén vehicles while twenty-four sorties by the 16th
Air Regiment carried out eight dive-bombing attacks on enemy
motorized units moving northwest on the San Fernando-Calumpit~
Manila road destroying fifty-nine vehicles and sixty-five freight
cars in the San Fernando station.

In addition to aﬁpporting ground troops on the lst of Jamuary,
units of the 5th Air Group carried out attacks on the enemy with-
drawing to Bataan. Sixteen sorties by the Bth Air Regiment resulted
in six bombing attacks on enemy motor units moving between
Dinalupihan and Cabcaben, destroying ninety vehicles; twenty-four
sorties were flown by the 16th Air Regiment in dive-bombing Calumpit,
San Fernando, Limay, Grani and Balanga, destroying twenty railroad
cars and thirteen vehicles; and eighteen fighters of the liith Air
Regiment bombed Dinalupihan and Balanga from 6,000 o destroy-
ing approximately thirty vehicles and key positions on the line
of retreat, At this time reconnaissance indicated that the remain-
ing enemy air force lacked the power to attack and consisted of
only five or six small planes based at Iba and Limay.



Nine fighters of the 8th Air’'Regiment attacked Limay and
Cabcaben on the 2nd, while the 16th Air aegment;mdé'nine attacks
on enemy motor convoys and rail movement, between San Fernando and
Limay, destroyed seven trucks and five railroad cars. In additdon,
aircraft of the 16th Air Regiment attacked a. 3,000~-ton ship in the
entrance to Manila Bay, scoring a near miss. On this date, the '
122d Infantry Regiment (minus two battalions) was placed under' the
control of the 5th Air Group and directed to relieve the 2d Formosa
Infantry Regiment in the defei;se of Vigan, Laocag, and mgﬁé“géz'ao.
The 2d Formosa Regiment was to return to the control of its original
unit, With the occupation of Manila on the 2nd, the Army commander
decided to press the attack on the enemy retreating to Bataan with
his main force, while securing key points in the Manila area with
elements of the 16th Division. At 2000 on this day, the Army com-
mander instructed the( 5th Air Group to provide one unit as air sup-
port for the Takahashi Detachment's operations in the Dinalupihan
area and support for the 16th and LB8th Divisions, while the main
force of the Group was to contimue the attack on the retreating _
enemy. _

Due to bad flying weather on the 3rd, the air activity of the
Group was- limited to protection of the port area and an attack on
Samari by six planes of the 16th Air Regiment which started fires
in variout; streets. On the Lth, the Sth Air Group continued the
support of the ground operation and harassing of the retreating
enemy. Nine planes. of the 8th Air Regiment attacked Mariveles de-
stroying barracks and over teﬁ trucks, and twenty-eight sorties by
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the 16th Adr Regiment destroyed barracks and fifteen vehicles in the
Subic area, ‘

On the 5th, having received information that enemy planes were
concealed on the Limay Airfield, the Sth Air Group with three planes
of the Bth, three planes of the lith, and fifteen planes of the 16th
Air Regiments, attacked the field shooting down one enemy fighter,
destroying three planes on the ground, twenty vohiclas, and demolish-
ing the airfield. The Group, having received a warning order on this
day to move to Burma, began preparations for the move.

On 1 Jamuary, the commander of the ‘Southern Army ordered the -
lith Army commander to effect the transfer of the S5th Air Group to
Southern Army control wiato;y after the capture of Manila, In
accordance with these instrut-ztions the 14th Army commander on the
S5th ordered the Sth Air Group, less certain elements, to prepare for
the move to central Thailand., The elements not making the move, 10th
Independent Air Unit, 16th Air Regiment, 3d Squadron of 50th Air Regi-
ment, 11th Air Sector Command Headquarters and the 18th and LBth Aire
£1414 Battalions, were to be transferred to Uith Aray control and ree
main in the Philippines. Upon receipt of these instructions the Sth
Air Group commander at Vigan issued 5th Air Group Operational, Order A,
No. 188, Essentials of the or.dor were as follows:

The movement was to be made ‘n 2 echelons with the

first echelon tentatively scheduled to embark about 15

January and the second echelon to embark 23 January,

Units of the First echelon who were on Formosa were to

assemble by the 10th and units on Luzon were to assemble
by the 13th., Units to assemble at Heito, were elements
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of the 5th Air Group Headquarters, elements of the 1st
Air Commnications Regiment, elements of the 3d Air In-
telligence Unit; at Koshun, elements of the 50th Air
Regiments airfield battalion; at Kato, elements of the
8th Air Regiments airfield battalions; at Choshu, the
main force of the lhth Air Regiments airfield battalion
and at Kagi, 1 element of the lith Air Regiment's air-
field battalion. Units now on Lugzon were, by the 13th,
to assemble as follows: at Vigan, main force of the
S5th Air Group Headquarters (less air transports) main
force of the Lth Air Brigade (less air transports) main
force of the 50th Air Regiments airfield battalion,
main force of the 1st Air Communications Regiment, main
force of the meteorological company and elements of the
11th Air Transport squadron's ground crew; at Laoag
elements of the 8th Air Regiment's ground crew, elements
of the 1Lith Air Regiment's ground crew and the Lth Field
Airfield Construction Unit; at Aparri, elements of the
Sth Air Group Headquarters (less air transport) elements
of the lLth Air Brigade Headquarters (less air transport)
- main force of the 8th Air Regiments airfield battalion,
elements of the 1lst Air Communication Regiment and ele-
ments of the Meteorclogical company. Concentration of
the second echelon was to be by separate orders. The
Group commander ordered the Lth Air Brigade (including
the 1hth Air Regiment which was to return to Brigade
control as of that day) to return to its original bases’
to Taiwan beginning the 7th and the 2L4th Air Regiment
was also to return to its base at Choshu commencing the
9th. The 24th Air Regiment then returned to the control
of the Kwantung Army but prior to its departure re-
leased to the 5th Air Group the equivalent of 3 squad-
rons of fighter planes.

About the 1lth the flying units of the Sth Air Group moved by

air to Siam while the ground units moved by ship,
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CHAPTER TI
First Operations on Bataan Peninsula

With the enemy army now bottled up on Bataan and the enemy
air power completely destroyed, emept'fc;r a few aircraft hiding
‘on Limay Qirst.rip, the first operatiom.s for the capture of Bataan
were about to begin., It was estimated that the eheiny ground
strength was about 65,000 men and 200 or more cannons on Bataan
and over 10,000 men in the fortress in Manila Bay. Our forces
consisted of the 65th Brigade, which had relieved the L8th
Division, and elements of the Sth Air Group that were not re-
dzployed. In preparation for the coming operations the Army com-
mander organized the remaining air elements into the Army Air
Unit and placed them under the command of Col. Hoshi. The

organizations of the 6th was as follows:



- UNIT STATION NUMEER AND TYPE
: OF PLANES
Army Air Unit (Col. Hoshi)
10th Independent Air Unit (Col Hoshi)
52d Army Reconmnaissance Squadron Del Carmen 9 Reconnaisaanca
T4th Observation Squadron Cabanatuan 5 Observation
76th Hq. Reconnaissance Squadron Tuguegarao 7 Hq. Recon
Elements-Vigan

16th Air Regiment Vigan 36 Light Bombers

3d Squadron,S0th Air Regiment  Vigan 11 Fighters
Elements of 1st Air Comm. Regt
11th Air Sector Unit (Col Tanaka)
11th Air Sector Hq. Vigan
L4Bth Airfield Battalion Main Force-Aparri
Elements-Vigan

18th Airfield Battalion

13th Airfield vompany

32d Airfield Company

1st Mobile Air ‘Repair Section
297th Ind, Motor Company

LOth Field A.A.A. Battalion

Main Force-Vigan
Elements-Clark Field
Carmen

Southern Formosa
Vigan

Vigan

Main force-Aparri

Elements-Vigan, mguegarao

111th Land Duty Company Del Carmen

56th Airfield Const, Company Aparri

His forces now organized, the commander of the Army Air Unit
decided to use his main force in attacking the remaining enemy
air facilities on Bataan, while elements of his command supported
the attack of the 65th Brigade. The first air operations in the
capture of Bataan began on the 10th, when the sty strength of
the 52d Army Reconnaissance Squadron and the 16th Air Regiment
bombed the Balanga Airfield and military installations near Bagac,
On the 11th, planes of the 16th Air Regiment bombed the Limay
airstrip, the artillery positioms north of Abucay and an enemy
motor transport unit, destroying one small plane, 18 vehicles and
three cannons. On that day the 16th Air Regiment, 7Lth Observa-
tion Squadron and the main force of the 3d Squadron, S0th Air

' Regiment advanced to Stotsemburg Airfield,
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During the first offensive on Bataan (1L January to 15 !‘hrch),
the aircraft of the Army Air Unit were in operations daily. Their -
main mission during this period was the support of the 65th Brigade
and the Kimura Detachment. The results of t.hése attacks were as
follows: :

Vehicles deat;'oyed essesssssses about 120

Tanks destroyed.ec:csessscccccssecsss 7

Airplanes destroyed on the groundee.. 9

Airplanes shot downesesececcccosccceee 9
Our losses were two aircraft m_isa:lng.

Our first offensive for the capture of Bataan having met with
only limited success, it was decided that prior to the opening of
the second offensive the Army and Army Air Unit must be reinforced.
 Therefore, the 60th Air Regiment (headquarters and. three heavy
bomber squadrons) and the 62d Air Regiment (headquarters, three
heavy bomber squadrons and one airfield Bat.t.aiion) were assigned
to the Army Air Unit on 1L March, arriving on Luzon on the 16th
of March, The Army ground forces also received substantial
reinforcement by Imrerial General Heaglgugrteré and Southern Army
orders. On the 2lst of March, Army and Navy staff members of
squadron commander rank and above assembled to develop the plan
B 61 of the offensive.  Eaventisls of the plan werd
as follows:‘-

: The Mission
T The main strength of the Army Air Unit shall sup-
port the attack on Bataan Peninsula and bomb Corregidor
and the other fortresses in Manila Bay, Elements of

the Army Air Unit will support the Army's operations
against the Visaya Islands and Mindanao.

*
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The General FPlan : . {
or to opening of the general offensive by
our ground forces, the Army Air Unit shall make recon=-
naissance of the enemy positions and select targets for
bombing, During these recc maissance missions, our air-
craft shall attack enemy strong points, enemy aircraft
and airfields in order to stop enemy air activity and
also to prevent the escape of any officers. :
With the opening of the general offensive, the :
main strength of the Army Air Unit will be used in di-
rect support of the ground force while the reconnaissance
units will be used in mopring-up operations on the Visaya
Islands and Mindanao, although a small force of bombers
and fighters may be called upon to support these opera=
tions if necessary,
Operations on Bataan shall be carried out in
close cocperation with the Navy,
Details of the Plan
. or e General Offensive
1. Reconnaissance
‘ Aircraft of the 7hth Observation Squadron
shall make reconnaissance of enemy movement, installae
tions and movement between the enemy first and second
defense lines, while the 52d Reconnaissance Squadron
will reconnoiter the enemy's second line .of defense.
The 76th Headquarters Recommaissance squadron will re-
connoiter the enemy airfields and the movement of enemy
warships and other vessels, . :

The 52d Army Recormaissance Squadron shall
take serial photographs (stereoscopic) of the entire
depth of the enemy position in the main attack ares and
shall examine these photographs critically, Photo hs
of other important pgsitig:pahall be taken by thegrugta
concerned as deemed necessary and field intelligence
shall be used as much as possible, ;

2. Bombing

The main mission of the light bombers (16th
Air Regiment) will be support of the army ground forces
and will attack targets, pgrticularly artillery and anti-
_aircraft artillery positions, between the enemy's first
and second defense lines, Heavy bomber units (60th and
62d Air Regiments) will attack Corregidor fortress, air-
. fields ahd other important targets in the rear. Attacks
on targets in the rear area will be made to destroy enemy
strong points and to demoralize the enemy. The target
shall be limited strictly to Command Posts, billeting
areas (particularly Americans), warehouses, quarter-
master areas, corrunication roads and other vital points.
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As the occasion demands, light bombers will
be used to attack enemy mobile targets in the rear areas
a.nd heavy bombers may be used to bomb targets (artillery,

tc.) directly behind the enm'a_}!f;t line of defense,
3. Monliiim Raids,

Throughout the operation harul:lm raids will be
carried out in order to demoralize the enemy and to bobost
the fighting spirit of our army, As many planes as possible
shall participate in these raids or on occasions a small
number of planes shall continue to attack day and night.

B. Direct Cooperation on Ground Operation
1., Reconnaissance Units.,

The main strength of the 7Lth Observation Squadron
will support the operation of the Lth Division and shall
observe fire for the artillery. If necessary, 1 section
(about 3 planes) shall support the Nagano Detachment and
at the end of operations a section may be used in the Mindanao
area,

The main strength of the 52d Army Reconnaissance
Squadron shall recomnoiter targets in the enemy's rear area,
while a section of the Squadron may be used in the Visaya
Island area.

. The 76th Army Reconnaissance Squadron shall keep
corstant watch on enemy airfields and the movement of enemy
warships and other vessels., When necessary it will operate
with the bomber units or perform reconnaissance for enemy
vehicular movement along the eastern and western coastal
roads,

During the course of the operations reconnaissance
and observation squadrons will maintain close liaison with
the bomber units.

2« Bomter Units,

The main force of the bomber units will be used to
support the attack of the ground force by attackinh targets
along the enemy's first line of defense directly in front of
our attack while elements of the bomber force will attack
targets to the rear and on the flanks, A small force of
light bombers shall be designated to attack enemy artillery.
positions, thereby decreasing the volume of enemy artillery
fire, After penetration of the enemy first line of defense,
by our ground umits, the bomber unit shall attack the second
line of defense to soften it up for our attack. Artillery
positions, flank positicns and retreatine enemy or reinforce=-
ments moving up shall be particular targets, Bombing of the
rear area shall be continued with particular attention being
paid to movement of enemy troops. The summit of Mt, Mariveles

" shall be kept under observation and bombed if targets appear.
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Attacks on the enemy shipping will nomally
be perfcrmed by the Navy, however, depending on the progress
of the Bataan operations, the Army Air Unit mgy be called to
participate in these attacks,
Additional Details
commander shall make every attempt to acquire
sufficient bombs and ammunition for 60 sorties per aircraft.
It is realized that due to unpredictable circumstances that
this may not be possible, however, sufficient bombs and
ammunition will be stored for a minimum of LO sorties per
—sircraft,
71 During the coming operation, units will use the air
fields they are now operating from, but some units in the
central and southern Philippine Islands may be advanced for
this operation, as the occasion may demand.
Time of attack, strength of unit and targets are given
in battle order No. 197 (Chart 5)

Second Bataan Offensive

During the day of the 2Lth of March, twenty=-six bombers of the
60th and nineteen heavy bombers of the 62d Air Regiments, alternating
their attacks with Naval Air Units, bombed Corregidor and several
other points, A total of fifty-four sorties were flowp by the light -
bombers of the 16th Air Regiment against enemy positions in front
of the 16th Division and the 65th Brigade. During the day eighteen
heavy bombers of the 60t.h.Air Regiment bombed the Limay Airfield
and that night three bombers from the same regiment bombed Corregidor
again, Total bombs dropped during the day were as follows:

On Corregidor On I.i.may Airfield Enemy Positions

on Bataan
60th Air Regiment 500kg..... 6 /"‘“2501(3..."... 18
s 2501(80...036 100kg........ 98
100kg.....8 =
624 Air Regiment 250kge s o+ 618
: lwkgooa 0088
16th Air Reg:i.ment essscsssssss _ : EOké-.;..323
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Note: All bombs were delayed action,

During the day of the 25th, the 16th Air Regiment flew
fifty-seven sorties in direct support of the ground forces, con=-
centrating their attack on enemy artillery positions. The 60th

Air Regiment bombed corrégidor u:lt;h eighteen heavy bombers angd
Cabucari Airfiled with nine heavy bombers. Fourteen heavy bombers
of the 62d Air Regiment bombed Mariveles Airfield during the day
and that night three heavy bombers of that regiment made three con-
secutive attacks on Corregidor. Although the enemy seemed to suffer
heavy damage from the raids of the 2i4th and 25th they were still de-
livering a heavy volume of artillery fire on our positions between
each of our raids and on Corregidor over twenty antiaircraft guns
were still in operation.

The air activity of the Army Air Unit on 26th continued to
follow the pla.n':": Twenty-seven sorties by the light bombers of the
16th Air Regiment were flown in bombing enemy positions and artillery
targets in front of the 65th Brigade. Twenty-seven sorties by the
heavy bombers of the 60th Air Regiment were used to bomb the
Panikiyan area, several warehouses and one 300-ton ship. The 624
Air Regiment also attacked the Panikyan area flying nineteen
sorties. Nine harassing sorties were flown on Corregidor during
the night by one plane from each of the f.hree ‘bomber squadrons :
making three consecutive raids. In spite of poor flying weather on
‘jbho 27th, bombers of the 16th Air Regiment flew twenty-seven sorties,
bo;d)ing enemy positions and artillery installations on Bataan
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Peninsula. Thirty-five sorties were flown by the 62d Air Regiment
against Corregidor and Mariveles Airfield. On this day the Army
Air Unit commander annourced the Army-Navy agreement on the strategy
to be used in the reduction of Corregidor. The strategy called for
a small mumber of planes to cortime the harassing raids and the
destruction of strong points. Although the main target was to be
Corregidor, enemy positions on the southern tip of Bataan were to
be attacked also, One to three planes were to attack the Fortress
every two or three hours throughout the day and night. One squadron
of the 60th Air Regiment was to perform the day and night inter-
diction of Corregidor on the 28th and one squadron of the 62d was
to take over that mission on the 29th and 30th, In addition, the.
60th Air Regiment was to attack Lamao City and the enemy Commmand
Post on the 28th, with one squadron on each target and the 624 Air
- Regiment was to attack the enemy Command Post on the 29th with ore
squadron, and Artillery Point on Corregidor with one squadron on
the 30th,

Squadrons of the Army Air Unit contimed to hammer the enemy
defense positions on the 28th, Thirty-three sorties were flown by
the 16th Air Regiment against artillery positions on Bataan and
six planes attacked the enemy's first line of defense in front of
the 65th Brigade, Heavy bombers of the 60th Air Regiment flew
twenty-seven sorties in attacks on Corregidor, Lamao City, and



Cabcaben Airfield, while the 62d Air Regiment flew twenty-two
sorties in attacks on the Mariveles and Cabcaben areas. During

the day only four enemy antiaircraft guns on Corregidor seemed

to be active and hardly any enemy vehicles were seen on the move,
However, during the lulls between our raids the enemy artillery
remained quite active and the repair work on the Mariveles and
Corregidor Airfields was going strong. Also on this day the

Army Air Unit commander received the Army order (Operational

Order A, No. 377) outliming the mission of the Army Air Unit

in support of the general offensive which was to commence on the
3rd of April. The essentials of the plan were as follows: Until

D April the Arrmy Air Unit shall contimue its mission as planned

and shall continue to observe the enemy's movement in the rear
areas, IUm'.il the preliminary artillery preparation is over on

the 3rd, the main strength of the observation squadron shall con-
time to observe for the Army artillery and a minor element shall
observe for the artillery of the lLth Division and the 65th Brigade.
On the 3rd, the main strength of the Army Air Unit, in coordination
with the preliminary artillery fire, shall attack the enemy's first
line of defense confronting the Lth Division and the 65th Brigade
and support the advance of the ground forces, and on the Lth of
April the mission for the Army Air unit shall be the same, On

and after the Sth, the main strength of the air unit shall support .
the Lth Division in breaking through tthe enemy's first line of
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det/enae. On and after the 3rd, elements of the Army Air Unit
shall attack active enemy artillery day and might. b

Contiming the air operatéiom according to plan the 16th Air
Regiment flew thirty-one sorties on the 29th against the enemy posi-
tions and artillery installations in front of the Lth Division amd
the 65th Brigade while twenty-one sortie; were flown by the 62d
Adr Regiment in attacks on the southern tip of Bataan and Corregidor
Fortress, During the day the Army Air Unit commander issued Air
Operations Order of Battle No. 216, This order stated that between
31 March and 2 April the 16th Air Regiment would give direct support
to all units in our front line while the main strength of the 60th
and 62d Air Regiments was to attack enemy positions and strong
points in the rear areas and while elements of these Regiments con-
timed the interdiction of Corregidor. On 3 April the entire
strength of the Ammy Air Force was to be in direct support of the
Lith Division and the 65th Brigade and would attack enemy positions
in the rear,

During the day of the 30th, light bombers of the 16th Air
Regiment flew thirty sorties, attacking artillery positions on
Bataan, while heavy bombers of the 62d Air Regiment flew twelve
sorties against Corregidor and fourteen sorties in the Panikiyan
and Limay, The 62d Air Regiment lost one aircraft due to enemy
antiaireraft fire during a mission over Corregidor. During the
night one aircraft from the 16th Air Regiment and one aircraft
from the 62d Air Regiment flew four comsecutive raids on Corregidor.
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The air activity in the 31st was as planned with the 16th
Air Regiment flying thirty sorties on enemy positions and artillery
installations in front of the Lth and 16th Divisions and the 60th
Air Regiment flew eighteen sorties in t.he vicinity of Limay and
‘Lamao., That night two planes of the 60th Air Regiment made three
‘raids on Corregidor, On the lst Day of April the 16th Air Regiment
flew twenty-one aort:leﬁ and on the 2nd, fifty-five sorties in
support of the 16th Division and the 65th Brigade, attacking
artillery and enemy positions. The 60th Air Regiment on the lst,
bombed enemy positions on Mt. Orion with eighteen planes and on
the 2nd, flew twenty-seven sorties against Mt, Samat. On the night
of the 1st one plane from each of these units, each made three raids
on Mariveles and Corregidor,

During the period 28 March - 2 April, the recomaissance and
observation squadrons were engaged in daily recomnaissance of enemy
positions, photographic recomaissance, artillery spotting and
liaison with the groﬁnd elements., The fighter squadron flew
occasional missions over the battle area but failed to contact any
enemy aircraft., The heavy bombing by our air units seemed to have
caused heavy damage for the major portion of the enemy artillery
and all of the antiaircraft had been silenced, Therefore, on the
29th the Army Ai:r Unit commander issued his plan based on Army
Operational Order A No., 377 issued on 28 March, for the air support



of the general offensive, This plan .caJ_led for the full strength
of the air unit to support the ground operations with heavy empha-
sis on silencing the enemy artillery. .

During the period 19 March - 2 April, the 10th Independent
Air Unit which was the micleus of the llith Army Air Unit, was acti-
vating the 22d Air Brigade. The organization of the briga.dt; was
finally completed on the 2nd and on the 3rd it replaced the Army
Air Unit, The organization of the brigade (Chart 6) was no more
than a change of designation, for the 22d Air Brigade absorbed all
of the units of the Army Air Unit,.

At about 1000 on the 3rd, the 22d Air Brigade, in conjunction
with our artillery, opened the preparatory fire on the enemy posi-
tions in fronmt of the Lth Division and the 65th Brigade, Through-
outtheperiodBAprii.—?April, the full power of the brigade
made contimious attacks on enemy positions and in general support
of the offensive (Chart 7). At 1500 hours the Lth Division and
the 65th Brigade launched their attack with the full support of
the 22d Air Brigade, Fifty-nine sorties were flown by the 16th
Air Regiment in twelve attacks on enemy positions facing the Lith
Division and the 65th Brigade, and fifty-four sorties were flowm
by the 60 th Air Regimertin six attacks on the same area, The
62d Air Regiment flew thirty-four sorties in six attacks on the
enemy positions in fromt of the Lth Division,
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Chart--6 ORGANIZATICON OF THE 22d AIR BRIGADE
(Major General Mikemi Commanding)

Unit

22d AMr Brigade
Headquarters
10th Independent Alr Unit
Headquarters
524 Aray Reconnaissance Squadron
74th Direct Support Squadron
76th Headquarters Reconnaissance
Squadron
16th Air Regiment (Light Bombers)
11th Air Sector Unit
Headquarters
4Bth Airfield Battalien
Main Force
Elements
18th Airfield Battalion
Main force
Elements

13th Airfield Squadron
Main Force
Elements

324 Airfield Squadron
Main force
Elements

#8th Alrfield Squedron

1st Mobile Alr Repair Unit

ATTACEED UNITS :

60th Air Regiment (Heavy bombers)
624 AMr Regiment (Heavy bombers)

%##8.th Independent Air Squadron (Pighters)
3d Squadron, 50th Air Regiment (Fighters)
96th Airfield Battalion
2d Meteorological Battalion Headquarters
3d Meteorological Cempany
40th Pleld Antiaireraft Battalion
297th Independent Motor Company

Main Force

Elenments
111th lLand Duty Company
Main force
Elemeats
56th Ccnstructicn Duty Company
Main Force
Elements

Station
Clark Flield
Nielson

Zablan

Nichols Field
Nichols

Clark Field

Nichols
Damortis and Zablan

Nichols Field
Clark Field, Davao,
Ligaspi & Vigan

Nielson Field
San Jose and Iloile

Zablan
Cebn

Clark Field

Clark Feld
Clark Field

Zablan

Clark Field
Nichols Meld
Olark Field

Saromos (phonetie

spedling)
NMekinley

Mckinley

Clark Field and Tarlac

Mekinley
Clark Field

® Organised and transfered to the 22d Air Brigade 5 April.

#% Arrived Luson in early April from French Indo-China and assigned

to the 22d Air Brigade.
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The 22d Air Brigade contimed to support the offensive on
the 4th, and provided air cover for the break through of the
enemy's first line of defense., The 16th Air Regiment flew f£if-
ty-four sorties in twelve attacks on enemy positions opposing
the lLth Division while the 60th Air Regiment flew forty-five
sorties in five attacks on enemy entrenchments on Mt. Orion
and Mt. Samat. The 62d Air Regiment flew thirty-four sorties in
five attacks on enemy positions in front of the attacking l;th
Division. On the following day the 16th Air Regiment flew fifty-
six sorties in support of the Lth Division and the 65th Brigade
comrentrated attacks on enemy artillery. On the same day thirty-
six sorties were flown by the 62d Air Regiment in five attacks on
enemy entrenchments and artillery positions in the vicinity of Mt.
Orion, Also on the 5th the Nagano Detachment joined the left wing
of the h't.p Division and the Army ordered a light bomber unit to
support the advance of these units,

On the 6th, 22d Air Brigade concentrated on the enemy artile-
lery positions and succeeded in silencing the enemy artillery in
the vicinity of Limay and Mt. Orion. Sixty-one sorties were flown
by the 16th Air Regiment in seventeen attacks on artillery podtions

“in the vicinity of Limay while the 60th Air Regiment flew forty-five
sorties in five attacks on smnv' entrenthments in the same vicinity,
and the 624 Air Regimnt concentrated their attacks on the enemy
artillery in the vicinity of Mt, Orion, flying thirty-seven sorties
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in five attacks. On the following day, 7 April, light bombers of
the 16th Air Regiment concentrated their attacks on enemy armored
and vehicular traffic, flying seventy-eight sorties in twenty
attacks and destroying three tanks and forty-three other vehicles.
On the same day the 60th Air Regiment flew forty-seven missions in
six attacks on enemy positions in the vicinity of Limay while the
62d Air Regiment flew forty-four aortiéa in nire attacks, during
the day and might, on enéhsy positions and artillery installations
in the vicinity of Cabcaben. During the day the above unit suffer-
ed medium d;mage on four aircraft and slight damage on thirteen
aircraft from the enemy's inten;e antiaircraft fire., On the

8th, units of the 22d concentrated their attacke on the retreating
enemy and supporting the attacks of our forward units, In seventy=
three sorties the 16th Air Regiment destroyed twenty-one vehicles,
The 60th Air Regiment flew forty two sorties in five attacks in the
vicinity of Cabcaben and the 62d Air Regiment flew twenty-eight
sorties in attacks on Panikiysn and Lamao,

On the 9th, the 16th Air Regiment flew forty-nine sorties in
contimious attacks on the retreating enemy, the heavy vombers of the
60th Air Regiment flew forty-four sorties against Corrogidor and the
vicinity of Sisinan and the 62d Air Regiment flew thirty-five sorties
sgainst Mariveles and Corregidor. On the morning of the 9th, Major
" General King, commander of the forces on Bataan, surrendered to our
forcei. Thereafter, our forces completed the seigzure of Bataan



Peninsula on the 1lth., With the surrender of enem& forces on
Bataan, the 22d Air Brirade commenced the air operations for the
capture of Corregidor,

Air Operations in the Capture of Corregidor

With the fall of Bataan and the capitulation of the enemy
forces, the 14th Artmy commander made preparation for the capture
of Corregidor and the island fortresses at the mouth of Manila Bay.
It was estimated that the remaining enemy strength was about 10,000
men under the command at Lt. General Waimwright., There was little
danger of attack on our aircraft by the enemy airforce which now
consisted of only one or two fighters; however, there were thirty
or more antiaircraft guns still active on Corregidor Fortress alone.
The Army commander had directed that the assault on Corregidor, sche-
duled for 6 May, would be in three phases and that the 22d Air Bri-
gade's activities during these periods would be as follows:

First period (12 April - 28 April)

-The main force of the Air Brigade will prepare for
the operations to come while elements of the brigade
will continue reconnaissance, particularly of enemy
shipping in the gulf of Manila, and the air defense of
Manila, The brigade shall also assist in mopping-up
operations on Bataan Peninsula and heavy bombers will
be used to attack the artillery positions on the for-
tresses in Manila Bay,

Second Period (29 April - 5 May)

Durine this period there will be close cooperation,
with the Army artillery units in destroying targets de=-
signated by the landing units, Reconnaissance units of
the Brigade shall contimue the operations of the first
period and shall perform observation missions for the
artillery, The light bomber umits shall concentrate
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their main force on key targets on Corregidor and the
other fortresses and shall attack enemy shipping attempte

- ing to flee. The heavy bomber units will attack Cor-
regidor and Caballo, concentrating their attacks on the
enemy counterbattery and shore batteries facing north,
Third Period (After the night of 5 May)

Recomnaissance units were to cooperate directly
with the artillery, the light bombers to support the
landing of the troops and the heavy bombers to attack
the installations of Corregidor. All possible aircraft
were to participate.

Units of the 22d Air Brigade were in action almost every
day during the first period in carrying out the preparations for
the assault on the Mamila Fortresses, In addition to preparing
for the operations to come, the 16th Air Regiment flew thirty-three
sorties, dropping 36 100kg and 125 S0kg bombs, the 60th Air Regiment
flew sixty-eight sorties, dropping 390 100kg bombs, and the 62d Air
Regiment flew sixty-five sorties, dropping 206 250kg bombs causing
enormous damage to enemy installations, During this period the 62d
Alr Regiment was transferred to Nanking and placed under Southern
Army control as of the 25th,

On the 29th, the preliminary preparations having been com-
pleted and all air umits in excellent condition, the 22d Air Brigade
cormenced the second phase of operations. During the period of
the second phase the fortresses in Manila Bay were under almost
crontinuoua attack (Chart 8), The air strikes were concentrated
on enemy counter batteries, shore batteries and antiaircraft guns,
Recormaissance aircraft of the Brigade worked in close cooperation
with the Army artillery and acted as observation and spotter air-

. craft, Due to the incessant bombing and strafing by our aircraft
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Chart —38 Alr Operations During the Attack om Corregidor (29 Apileé May)

DATE OMOIT SORTIES NO. ATTACKS TARGETS NUMB™R OF BOMBS DROPFED
16th 3 [ Antiaireraft position on Oorregidor 198 50Kg
23 Apx. %&L 43 6 . 4o liw&%o
16th Corregidor and Caballo total for both units: . 36 250,
30 Aix 60%h 35 do 245 100 and LS SOKz
16th 23 Corregidor and Fraile Is, total for both unitss 15 500, & .50,
1My %n S do 180 1
: 16th 20 Gorregider and Caballo total for both unite:s 12 500, 45 250
2y _%IL 35 do and 159 100Kg
16th 16 Gorregider total for both unitss 15 500, 57 250
3 May T de apd 170 100Kg
16th 25 do total for both unitss 11 500, 48 250,
A May ﬁn 36 —do 95 100 and 74 30Kg
th 25 do total for both units: 15 500, 56 250
5 Mey 60th 45 do = and 195 100Kg
16tk 87 Gorregidar, Caballo mmd Fraile Is, about 88 toms 25 500, 53 250, 50 100
Sy _Goth 83 —Suprort of the Lth Division
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e: eneny batteriss could scareely petiin: i 8l wiiionly: one
aircraft of the 16th Air Regiment was heavily damaged (29 April)
by antiaircraft fire. By the evening of the 5th it was felt that
our ground units could capture the Fortress of Corregidor with
ease, On that evening all units of the Air Brigade were instructed
to prepare for a maximm effort in support of the landing to be
made on the following day., The third phase of operations, the
landing of troops on Corregidor, was about to begin,

On the 6th, the 22d Air Brigade supported the operations of
the landing units with-its full strength, attacking targets on
Corregidor, Caballo and E1 Fraile Islands. With the surrender of
these fortresses on the 7th, the Air Brigade returned to its base

to prepare for future operations,

Mtiom in Other Philimim Island Areas

During the second battle for the capture of Bataan Peninsula
the enemy forces, which had centered their resistance in the Mt.
Mariveles area and on the fortresses in Manila Bay, had been re-
ceiving supplies from Mindanao and the Visayan Islands., Although
our forces had siezed Davao, on Mindanao, the capture of the en=-
tire island had not as yet been completed. The enemy still had
sbotit ten airfields on the island and seemed to be in contact with
Australia. In the Visayan Islands there were enemy troppa on
Cebu, Panay and Los Negros Islands and there were about twenty
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airfields still in enemy hands, Some aircraft seemed to be using
these fields, When the 1l4th Army received additional txoops to
aid in the capture of Bataan, additional troops were also al-
located to complete the capture of the Visayan and Mindanao Is-
lands, The 22d Adr Brigade, ordered to provide air elements to
assist the operations, placed all units participating in these
operations under the control of the cormander of the 52d Inde=-
pendent Army Reconnaissance Squadron. '

On April Sth, the 12lith Infantry Regiment sailed from Linga-
yen Gulf under naval escort and landed on Cebu Island in the
vicinity of Argao without meeting enemy resistance, Three aircraft
from the 52d Army Recomaissance Squadron and three light bombers
from the 16th Air Regiment provided air cover for the landing and
also bombed Cebu City. The ground forces advanced rapidly capturing
Cebu City on the evening of the 11th and completed the capture and
mopping=up of the island by the 19th, The 52d Army Reconmaissance
Squadron advanced to Cebu Airfield on the 18th and on the 1lith,
four light bombers were attached to the Squadron to support further
operations,

On the 12th, the LOth Infantry Regiment sailed from I.ingayen/
Gulf under naval escort and on the 16th landed without resistance
on Panay Island in the vicinity of Iloilo. Aircraft from the 52d
" Squadron and the attached bombers provided air cover for the lande
ing and support for the subsequent operations, Occupation of the



island was completed on about the 20th, The 52d Army Recomnaissance
Squadron was ordered tormturn to Luzon on the 22d where they pro-
ceeded to aid in the reduction of Corregidor,

Operation on the smaller islands having been completed the
conquest of Mindanso was begun., On April 23rd, the Army ordered
ythe commander of the 10th Independent Air Unmit to assume command
of six planes of the 84th Independent Fighter Squadron and twelve
planes (one squadron) of the 16th Air Regiment (1ight bombers) in
addition to the planes of his own unit, The same orders directed
him to deploy his forces on the airfields at Davao and Cebu, by the
28th, and support the ground forces in the operations against
Mindaneo, On the 26th, the 12lith Infantry Regiment sailed from
Cebu under naval escort and landed without resistance on Mindanao
in the vicinity of Parang at dawn on the 29th. Observation planes
covered the landing while fighters and light bombers attacked the
enemy fields on Bohol and Negros Islands, On April 30th and May lst,
the 10th Independent Air Unit supported the operations of the 12Lith
Infantry with half of its force while the other half was deploy-
ing forward from Cebu to the airfield at Davao, On the 2nd, the
Miura Detachment (one infantry battalion of the 16th Division), which
had been occupying Davao, started their advance toward Malaybalay
under air support of fighters and light bombers, Meanwhile, on
nﬁ- 1st, the LOth Infantry Regiment sailed from Panay under naval
escort and landed on Mindanao on 3 May. The landing was made in
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the vicinity of Cagayan, against fierce enemy fire, and under air
support they advanced toward Malaybalay. On the Lth, the 12ith
Infantry, which after landing had advanced rapidly brushing aside
light resistance, captured Dansalan, During the period between
the 5th and the 10th, the day that Major General Sharp surrendered
the forces on Mindanao the air units provided constant air cover
and support to the ground units. On the 22nd, in compliance with
Brigade orders, the air units returned to Manila leaving only one
squadron on Mindanao,

Conclusion

The occupation of the islands in the Philippine group was
now completed and as the islands were of great importance in
carrying out air operations in the Oreater East Asia Area, the
l4th Army made plans to prepare them as a base of operations. At
that time the air power in the Philippines consisted of the 22d
Air Brigade organized and deployed as follows:

22d Air Brigade Manila
10th Independent Air Unit (Headquarters) Manila
£2d Army Reconnaissance Squadron Nielson
74th Observation Squadron Zablan
76th Headquarters Reconnaissance Squadron Nichols
84th Fighter Squadron Zablan
16th Air Regiment (light bombers) - Nichols
60th Air Regiment (heavy bombers) Clark
11th Air Sector (Headquarters) Manila
1st Air Mobile Repair Section Clarik

The plan of cormencing the operations in the Philippines with
a surprise attack on the enemy airbases and the annihilation of

-
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the enemy's air power had worked with surprising success. The
losses suffered by our air force was extremely low while the
damage inflicted on the enemy was truly enormous. Alf.housh the
ground operaf;ions had taken longer than planned, the conquest of
the PhiPippines had been completed with relatively small losses,





