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I. Outline of Cperations of the South Secas Force

from December 1941 to Morch 1542

» .

A. General War Situation
Imsedi etely after the outbreek of the Greeter East Asia
Wer on 8 Decgmb::r 1941, tne Fourth Fleet, in accordance w.iX the

established operations plan, undertook the defense of the <xien-

sive Inner South Seas covering an arca 2500 ngutical milcs wide

azd 1200 neuticzl miles long. &t r'me saze time, it conducted
surprise sttacks on encmy oir bases on G:.n:u. Woke end Howland
<slan:s by caﬁitting tiae total air strengta unlier its command.
Later, it executed repeated attacks snd foiled the enemy's _plan
‘to conduct raids from these bases. Ln the other hand, in co-
ordination with the Army's South Seas Detachmsnt, it. csptured
Guam. “urthermore, thc Navy singlehan.edly occupied Weke Islam
after fierce fighting aml captwed the northern section of the
Gilbe t Islands. Aftcr estadblivhing beses in tiece arcas, it
stren thened its eas;tern defense and mede weparations for a
diversion operation. Subsequently, in coordination with the

y forcez which had been trensferred from Guem, it occupied,
such strategic points in the South Seas es Rebaul and Kavieng
and cheoked the emmy'aéuvitiea in tais écu. At the seme
.ti.ma, it dispatched an element <f its air strengta and mopped

up the cnemy air strength in Britisa New Guinea 2nd the Solomons.
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Thus, it conducted the operation to capture the by points in the

above areas. In the Wake Island Invasion Operation and tla Rebaul
Area Operation, it received the aum;ort of an a.lement and & main
body of the tu.k force, reaj»eb\tiwly. and it wes able 'h:v destroy
the bulk of the enemy air strength in those ereas.

} in the initial stage of the war, only a very few enemy sub-
ma'rines appeared ne'r the ‘islends, and they were sll neutralized
throug;x the timely action of the defense units. Moreover, in
Palau ani the Marshalls, our converte.d vessel s sank several enemy
auhnarines. Besides, severel Pritish end Dutch sircraft condue' ted
a:nall scale speak t;ttacks on Tokobe and Greenwic_zh Islanis, but the-
local forces fougat brawﬂ.‘f/end repulsed them. Our forces suffered
very slight losses. Fram 1"el:.ruar;,v. enemy asctivities in the said area
were sligntly ﬁtensif_id. end on 1 Fetruary sn enemy task force
with a'n aircrari:, carrier ard heavy cruis_ers as its nucleus conducte
ed air strikes onrall the Morshall Islands. On 20 Fei:runry. the
enemy task force appeared off the Solcmons, and on 2L Februery it
conductcd s raid on Wake Island-. Lut as & result of the determined
fight of our local defense unit and eir strensta, it suffered
neavy losses gnd wes refulsed.

- Although the fleet was loceted in the hot and humid area

along the equator, the officers end men were imbued with fighting

spirit and the operations were progressing very smoothly.

B. ° Outline of Operations Undertaken after the Outbreak of th
War. :
1. Gum Island Invasion Operations
The Guem Islend Invasion Operstion waels undertaken by
an invas ion force composed mainly of the 5th Base Force plus the
Tsugaru, the Oboro, the 23d LCestroyer Division and the Kiyokawa
Maru in coordination with the Army's South Seas Detachment and

supported by the 6th Cruiser Division. From the doy of tie
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outbreak of the war, the 17th Air Group and the siveraft of the

Kiyokewa Maru conducted daily bombings of the islend. They sank

_ the patrol craft Penguin and destroyed the principal military

1

installafion.s.

Under the escort of the invasion force, a convoy departed '

fram Hohajima Island on 4 December 1941 eand, through close coordina-

tion, it eﬁ‘eet;d a surprise landing x on the northwestern and
eastern shores of Ggm at dawx; of 10 December. Without encounter-
ing any héavy resistance, it accepted th.e.snn-ende.r of Governor,
Captain MeMillin of the said island and his defensm force snd
succeeded in effecting a bloodle-sa occupation of the island.

In this operation, 330 off icers and men including Governor Ceinft
MeMillin were taken prisomer and the 3000-ton oil tanker Barnes,

other vessels, guns, e:munition end a large emount of other military

aupplies were cpptured.

2. Howland Island Des u-x(zction Oinration

on 9 December 1941, the main body of the Yokohana Air r
Group conducted a raid on Howlend Islam end bombed and destroyed
such strategic instzllations as the airfield and comunication
station. In addition, with the support of the 19th Minesweeper
Division (lese the Tsugaru and the Tokiwa), the Asanagzi and the
Yunagi, Mekin and Terawa Islends in the northern section of the
Gilbert Islanis were ocoupied on 10 December, end, dispatching
the Nagata Maru of the 8th Gunboat Division, an adwance air base
was established on Mokin Islend.

As a result of the attack condwcted on § December, the
military installetions on Howland Islerd were almost complei;ely
neutrd ized end it wes estimated tmt the island could not be

used by the enemy. Thus, on 11 December, the 334 Suimsarine Division

reconnoitered and shelled the remeining installations. With this,

the attack was temporarily suspended.
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3. Wake Island Invesion Operation

The first operation for the invesion of __lab!Iéhrﬂ téé
underteken by a landing force composed of tb Spécisl Haml Laﬁd-
iné Force (Uchida Force) of the Fﬁtvﬂeadqmrters and Land Combat
Unit (Tekano Unit) -dispatched from 'lhe. 6th Bese Force end en inva-
sion force compowsed of the oth Destroyer Squadron (12ss the Ascnegi
and Yunegi),Kihryu Maru @np Maru nnd'patrol boats No 32 and No 33.
It was conducted under tie cover of a suppart force cons isting of
the 18th Cruiser Division and air anl submarine units.

At the outset of the war, tho totsl strength of the
attack pl;nea of the Chitose AiT Group conducted the [irst reid on
Wake Island and set fire to eight enemy fighter planes and 1:.1'5
ground. Later, it conducted daily raids and destroyed the principel
militery nstsllstions. ’?wthemore. the 27th Submarine Division
conducted reconnaissance operations md wes on the lookout for
enemy reinforcements. ¢ ;

At dawn of 10 December 1941, the invesion force
approacined Weke island end plenned to condu¢t a surprise landing.
How:ver, al though tie lar.e londing barges of patrol bosts No 32
and No 33 could easily be lainched from the stern, those of the
Kongo Maru and Kinryu d-ru could not be launched in’'the dark
because of the strong mnd and heavy_seiells. Consequently, it
was decided to wait until déybreak and effect a forced landing.
Wnile the invasion farce wes engeged in neutralizing the shore
batteries by appi'oagﬁing near the shore, it‘ was subjected to a
heavy counterattack by the reme’ning alreraft and guns. Particular-
ly, because of the repeated bombing ard streriz}g_attacks by two o
three enemy fightera, the Hayete und Kisaragi were sunk snd other
vessels suffercd some damage. £s the force was unsble to destroy
these ernémy fights:.'s. it was estimated that the exccution of a

forced lending under the situation would bring about & considerable




loss & Yekaels. Thus, the ;:peration was temporerily suspended 'aul_”.
the force withdrew from the isleml. - _

After reinforcing the land combat unit and sdding the 6th
Cruiser Division which had completed its assig_nmant in the Guam .
Operation' to the support force, the new battle formation wes made
end study and training for the Weke invasion were qndertaken. 'Ihua.

on 20 Docember, with the firm determination of all officers end men

.ror a sure victory, the force departed from Roi Island for the Second

Woke Islend invosion OL:eratlion.

- Prior to this, the bulk of the attack plane unit and fly-
ing boat unit of the eir force conducted daily round-the-clock
bombings amd from 21 December, in ccordination with.. the Btﬁ Cruiser
Division and the 24 Cazrier Division ‘wh.i.ch were 'han-emrd bound fram
Hawaii, it succeeded in destroying the remeining eirecraft.

A¥out midnight of 22 December, the invasion force ap-
ﬁmached Woke Islend, but tHe storm was still hcavy and agein the
large lmding berges of the Kinryu Meru could not be lainched in
the dark. Consequently, with grim resolutlon the commander ordered
Patrol Boats No 32 and No 33 to run sground at ti southern shore
of Wake Islend amd land :.he bulk of the land combat unit which waas
on board directly from these vessels. Furthermore, he ordered the
remainder of the land combat unit to lend at tie southern shore of
Wilkes Island by utilizing the two large landing berges which were
lewnched from Patrol Boets No 32 and No 33.

. Bein'g awere of our plan to capture the islanl, the eremy
expected us to strike again. Furthermore, the enemy sét up very many
gun positions ond atrengthened the defenses along the southern shore
of the island, being fully aware that because of the weather conmlition
of that time, en attock would le feasible only from the south.

- All the vessels anchored at the preiari‘anged spot facing

the eriew batteries and one of the large lending berges landed at
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the planned spot on the southern shore of Wilkes Talwd However, : .
the other large landing barge lost its course booaua.e of a uaroh-"..
light attaqkh ond lended neer the westermmost point in the aoﬁthern - S o
part of Wake Isiand. Despite the intense en&my counterettacka, 311.
men approached the shore calmly in the planncd romtion by crawling
over the reefs and opening fire at the right moment. In this way,
 they conducted an unprecedentad. daring fore anding snd after
engaging in fierce hand-to-hand battle throughou Wake erd Wilkes
Islands, a battle which lasted several hours, the ranking officer
Coamanler Cunning'ham was taken prisoner and txe swrender of the
enemy force was accepted. Thus, on the szme day, the fcree succeeded
e M Ol b Silentn Diing T the e e
divisions of the 7th Submerine Squedron undertook the watch of Wake /
island alternstely end, st the time of the lanling, the division ey
guided the invasion force toward the shore iﬁ the dark snd fully
acccmplished their mission. :

It wes viry regretteble that in the first ettack both the '-}
Kiseragi and Hayate with most of their crews were lost end, in the
second attack, both the patrol ba ts, No 32 and No 53, had to be
' grounded and numerous cesualties, including the commander of the
Uchida Force, were susteined. However, in thi..s opera_tion. besides
shorting dawn or damsging 11 enemy a.ircrai‘t. 470 men including
Commander Cunninghan were taken ;n*iu::;:nr. about 1300 Am rican
construction workers were interned, snd one fighter, 18 guns, 46
mechine guns, a h‘g'e smount of rifles, amunition, motor wehic les,
vessels and o':her_military supplies were captured.

4. Rabeul and Kavieng Invasion Cperations.
With the end of the Wnke Operation. the rorce dzsposi tion was

aubjeet to change, The 15th Minesweeper D:.v:.sion (less the Tokiwa),

61;;; Des iroyer Squadron, Sth Gunbo-t Division, Kongo Maru end hin..yu

Ma.rq comtztuted the main body of the invasion force amd it wes

&



ordered to depert from Guem Island end to undertake ths Rabaul
Operation in coordination with the Army's South Seas Detﬁchment.
furthexmore, the 18th Cruiser Division, 23d Destroyer Division, and

the Kinryu Maru were re inforced with the Zd Spéeial Naval Landing

' Force of tie Maizuru Neval Station and the land combat unit from the

light eruiser Kashima, anl waa doesign nted as the detachment of the
ir:vasion force. _It wes croered to demt from Truk and undertake the
Kavieng Invasion Operhtion.f!urtmfmm - ‘tho AGth Cruiser Division,
the land besed eir strength end submarine units were ordered to
support the above detachment. Consequently, from early January
1542, about half of the air strength wes transferred to the advanced
bases at Truk and Greenwich Islands end raids on air bases in the
Rzbaul area and zeéomisaame and stteck of the Solomon ialanis
area ﬁrel conducted. Moreover, from 20 Jenuary, with tlha suppxt
of the task force, the bulk of the enemy air strength snd gun
poaitions in the gortheast:m paff of Br . tish New Guinea was destroyed.
With cloose coordination, L)oth the main body end detachment
of tne invusicn force effected .simultaneous surprise land ings at
Rabaul e;n:‘. Kaviengz, reapectively, at down of 23 Janua'y. At Rebaul,
the en-my had constructed strong positions end hal been siriving to
defend the area, but our landing took the enemy by cample te surprise,
anl, having been unable to launch a counterstteck, he retired to the
rear. Furthermore, at Kavicng the enemy slso offered no great raaia;
tance end both the sreas were successfully secured. Air besecs were
hurriedly established aﬁd mopping-up operation of the remaining
eneny troops whorb.ed taken refuge in the neaz."by islan:s and forests
was conducted. By early February, sbout 300 enemy dead w.re counted
and abt-ut § 600 pr isoners were taken (later; with the add.tion of
prisoncrs from ad jacent sreas, toe figure mounted to about 1000) and

the operation wes brougit to en end.
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Leaving su slement. His Actachueit THR. BN o
which had occupied Kavieng was trana‘femd to the Rabaui area and
had been cooperating in the operation in the seid a’r;a.' but at dam
of 9 February, its element effecfed a aurpfise lending at Surumi,

a key point in ‘the central sector of New Britain Island. It mopped |

-up and scoured the entire edjacent area and established an edvaho. :

air bases.
Koreover, after the oueupation of Rubaul, encmy plamsa

conducted might raids almost every other day but through the quick

‘action of the fighters of the land based gir units plus the co-

operation of ground fire amd antiaircraft fire \ot vessels, they
were repulsed aml several eneay plares were shot down. Owr losses
sustained through these reids were extremely slight.
5. Battles with Enemy Task Forcga_duﬁing February 1942.
a. The hat;tle in the Marshalls on 1 Febi'uary
Enemy submarines had belen somewhat ective in the Marshalls

since late Janusry and there were strong indicationscf en enemy
offensive. At dewn of 1 February, t®o groups of an enemy task force
built around one airoraft carrier ond several cruisers, accomponied
by many destroyers, attacked the northern and southern Marshells in
close coordin-ation with each other. The enemy conducted air strikes

on Kwejalein, Roi, Wotje, Terca, Jaluit, Mille, and Mekin. In short,

. he attacked the entire llarshalls. Furthermore, cn element of eneny

cruisers and destroyers shelled Wotje and Teroa.

Our locnl defense units .immedistely counterattacked
the enemy with both surface ind shore batteries.. Our tase aif
forces also intercepted Him in coordination with these defense
units. They shot down more then 20 enemy aireraft a:d repulsed
one heevy cruiser which was set afire 'aa‘ a result of ﬁimct bamb
hits. Prior to this, the search plnmﬁ of the Yokohuna Air Group

and the 19th Air Group had si@ited an enemy cerrier in éhe vicinity



of Mejit Islend end had contacted it. The lookout station at Mejit
Island also reported sighting en enemy omi_ar-_. Despite hzavy
damages, our attack plane unit which hed just completed alﬁaultl
on the enemy cruisers, immediately launched the second a'u'ault.
Sweeping eway many enemy fighters, it attacked the enemy o_ufrier
through the intense barrage. FHowever, it failed to destroy the
carrier with very close misces. :

At dawn of the sam day, the converted subchaser
Shonan Maru No 10 sighted the enemy while ‘on pnéro!. off the harbcr
of‘ Wotje. Finding itself unsble to maike a getaway, it launched
a fierce atteckm upon the enemy, but upoﬁ roegiving concentrated
fire, it sank. The converte& gunboat Toyotsu Maru and the
converted net tender Kashima Maru in the same harbor slsc engaged
an enemy heavy cruiser single hendedly. They were heavily demaged.
dowever, they roug_t_xt‘ to the last by intentionelly running sground.
Thus, both our defens’ units and base air forces bravely engaged
th'e far superior enem  and succeeded in repulsing him. Nevertheless,
‘our losges were heavy: more than 100 men including Commander 4dmiral
Yashiro were killed, four sircraft raiied to return and many vessels
end chore installations were damaged.

Upon receiving tne report of the enpemy attack, the mein
body of the 24th Air Flotilla, which wus concentrated in the Truk
area for the Rebaul invesion, was immediately ordered to Roi.
Furthermore, the 6th Cruiser Division opn:.-rating in the Rabaul area,
the subﬂmrinés of the Sixtﬁ Fleet at Kwajalein end the tesk force
a:l: Truk were rushed to pursue the enemy in close cc.bordinntion.

However, they failed to contact the enaﬁy who had retired in the

distence. y

b. The bsttle off the Solomons on 20 Februery.
About the middle of Februery, there was rsnother inmlica-

tion of activities of the enemy task force. On 20 February, our



flying boat on patrol reported sighting en enemy task force consist-

o
' ing of two to three carriers, two heavy cruisers, three light cruisers,
f eand several ;eatmyara head ing northward about 450 miles from tha ‘
/ Solomons. : 4 ,. :
The bu!ae air force, which had been in the Rsbaul area :
iy A until thst night, was ordered to msintein contact with the enemy. :

'This force conducted Tepeated air sttacks. The Gth ond the 18th
Cruiser Divisions, the 6th Destroyei- Squadron end the 23d Destroyer
Divisbn in the Truk and Rebewl avasa; fhe Shubo wildh wee Resded
for Palau, and ?thIer vessels were or.ered to concentrate without
delay slong the expect:d course of the ememy to snnihilete him
: through night and deylight. engagements. The flying boat which

had sighted the enemy endeavored 'to maintein contact with him

in coordination with r.riegdl_y plenes in the midst of fierce

counterattacks by énemy fighters and gun fire. It wes not long,

‘however,before they lost contect with the enemy. l

: As a remult of the daring search énd contact by other

flying boats and Kiyckewa Maru seeplenes, the enemy.position was
located by the evening of that day. On the octher hand, 17 land
attack planes of tae 4th Air Group which :::d ummediately teken off
from tnhe Rabaul base were able to contact the enemy who had a
strict ring protective screen. They delivered suicic'lel bombing
at_taci;a upon him in the midst of intensive mtiairer=ft fire anl
attacks by enemy f ighters. As; a result, one mediun class eremy
carrier anl one un-ideiztified vessel were sunk znd one ship was
set afire by a crash attack. Furthermore, st lease, five enemy
fighters were shot down. However, we susteined the following

i
losges:

Missing or lost by crash diving:
13 lend etteck plenes

Three large flying bosts
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One reconnaissance seaplane of the Ki.yolunlhru
Forced landing: .
One lend attack plane e e
One lerge rlytlng-b-oat
One reconnaissance seaplane of tke Kiyokeswa Maru
: Thus, we lost contact with the enemy after sunset. .Tﬁe
search was continued by the 6th Cruiser Division =nd other N'ary
vessels with the hope o; locating him. Preparsticns for te follow-
ing day's attack were msde by ﬁ'dnaterring the J.a_ﬁd attack units
from the Marshalls to the HRabaul area. ’ :
Because of our attack of/?ngrqary. the ene'my apparently
retired by reveroing course efter that night and shundoning his plaﬂ. .

R

That is why we were unsble to obtain subsequent Iinrormation about thr_"
enau‘;.

In spite of the fect that the 4th Air Group had been
ac;ivnfed only shortly befare, this bottle, it was rccognized that ”
it had eccomplished its mission and that 1t had gained great combat
suceess in close coordination with thel fighting of other air units
ard the local base force. In this connection, it must not be
overlooked that the Nar;kai Detachm:.nt contributed much to the alr
operations with its logistical suppart to the bese.

¢. The battle off Weke Island on 2l; Februsry.

At dawn of 24 Febrﬁary. right after the battle off the
Solomons, the ene;ny task fozlce consisting of one aircraft carrier,
two heavy cruisers and some destroyers bcmbed and shelled Wake
Island. The Wake Islend Uefense Unit immediately counterattacked

and repulsed tae enemy by shooting down two aircraft and inflict-

 ing direct hits on the cruiser and destroyer after engoging him

for esbout one and & helf. On the other hand, the flying bosts
on this island ot once secured contect with the enemy. The

Chitose xtx Air Group Attack Pleme Unit took off from Roi end



pursued the enemy and with bomb hite téraad a crulu'u_- 9 break
formation. Furthermore, it searched in as effort to i';'it*.‘.ts‘ai.'_-".tl.u
enemy carrier. However, the search wos unguoco-;fui booaﬁd- of
nightfall. '

One seaplane striving to contact the enemy during this
combat failed to return. While on patrol in the vicinity of the
"island, converted picket boats Fuku Moru No 5 and Kempo Maru No 1
engaged the enemy ‘separately. After sending tragic messeges, thay"
made & suicide assault. Houeverl. our loss was very slight. |

6. Salsmaua and I;ae Invasion Operation. :

When the operation in the Rebaul erea ccme to an end and
the air bases were completed, elements of the newly'reinrorced 4th
and 2d Air Groups were ordered forward. Since 24 Fe‘brt_:a:y.‘ they
had medie repeated attacks on Port Moresby, th? enemy key base in
Eritish New Guinca. They destroyed elmost all the enemy aircraft
end the airfield end other military installations there. Further-
mor:e, they endeavored to destroy t(he remaining enémy aireraft in
British New Guinea by scarching for enl attecking every sceattered
eriemy airfield. .

On tne other hand, an invasion force was orgaenized wiith
‘the 6th Dest;'oyer Squadron, Kongo Maru, Kinryu Maru, Kiyokawa
Maru and others. At dawn of .8 March, the force succeeded in
surp_zfise landings at Selemsua and Lae, key points of British
New VGuinea. with the support of tie 6th Cruiser Division,.18th
Cruiser Division and’others and in coordinaticn with the Army.
The Amy forces end the land combat unit aivanccd to Salamaua
-and Lae respectively. They succeeded in cepturing these two
key points aefter overcoming light resistence. Construction
units commenced immediate repairs of the Lae Airfield. The
airrieii was, in generel, available far use on 10 March, and

this made it possible for the air farce to move the Army forces

12



and lani combat units mopped up the vicinities of Salamaua and Lae,

rcspectivel:;.' They captured native soldiers and a few Mhim @ma -

and other weapons. :
On 10 March, there was fighting with the enemy task force

‘a3 described later.  However, our land forces suffcred herdly any

losses. On 12 March, the mopping-up and the unloading of the neces-

E.mry zateriel were nearby oompléted. Le.aving. therefore, the land
defense to the land oombat'un:\;ta. tha Army forces re turt?d to Rabaul.
Our surface units also withdrew graduslly to the R'abaui area. Thus,
the invaai‘on 6perat ion aame to an end on 17 Merch.
7. The Raiding Operation on Hawaii

ln late February, two Type 2 flying boats were asai@ed to
this force. They were ordered to raid Pearl Harbor with the support
of subuarines sssigned tu the Sixth Fleet. Opcratlo;‘aal preparations
were made in utmost secrecy. On 4 Merch, they took off from a base

at Wotje. At dusk of that :luy{thcy succeeded in secretly refueling

from a submerine in the vicinity of t'» Hawaiian Islands. About 2115

hours of the samna day, taking adventoge of the moonlight, they raided
end bombed the Navy Yard at Pearl Harbor with considerable success
and returned safely on the following day, 5 March.

8. Engagement wita the Enemy Task Force et Salamaua and-Lae.”

Since the capture of Solonpuas and Lue on € lMarch 1942, air

Sasea had been under construction end the mop-up o;-x.-ration in
rogress. Then, between 0710 hours end 0945 howrs of 10 March,
ébout 50 enemy cerrier plenes and more than 10 heavy attack planes
reided the Selmnmaua and Lae sreas and attescked our nearby surface
craft. About 10 enemy carrier planss were éhot down at a result
of the coordination of Kiyokawa Maru seap lanes on patrol and surfoce
ar:d‘land units. Thus, the enemy wecs repulsed. However, we lost ope

plene of the Kiyokawa Maru the Xongo Maru, Tenyo Maru, Tama Maru

No 2, and Yokohama Maru and an Army iransport were sunk by torpedoes
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and bombs, the "raugaru. Yuberi, Oikaze, Asanagi, Yhnogi. myoken
Maru, and Kokai Maru received seversl hits end other ships received
some damave. : . - <

. On the other ha;ad. immediately after receiving the message
about the enemy carrier ﬁmck. our air unit searched for t.’-m.e_ nemy.
On the afternoon of the same day it sighted the enemy task force
comprised of one S.nrawgn ciass ‘sircraft carrier, two cruisers, and
five destroyers steeming southeastward off Fort Moresby. During the

.

early hours.of the fdlloﬁﬁg day, our entire air strencth in the

_ Rabaul area enieavored to search out and ettack tne enemy. However,

we' were unsuccessful in“thia search and thﬁs missed the chance.

The emergency repairs of all damaged ships hed already been.
completed. ZExcept for a few saips which required repairs in Japan,
the others were ready for combat.

9. 4erial Supremacy Combet Engagements in New Guinea, the
Solomons and Northeaat?m Australia. : .

Imnediately eftcr the completion of the Lse Airfield, en
element of our a&ir strengta ws edw nced to this sirfield to support
the defense unit there. On the other hand, the lst Air Group, the
4th Air Group and the Yokohama Air Group in the Rabaul and Lae areas
conducted aerial supremacy combat engagements as follows: With

considerable success they atiacked Port Moresby on 11 and 13 March,

. Horn Island on 14 Merca, Horn Islend amd Tulagi on 18 March, Port

Jloresty on 19, 22, 23, and 24 ilarcnh. In the sir strixe on Horn
Isla@ on 14 March in particuler, there wes an iniense air ergage-
went Letween our plames and more than 10 counterattaéking enénur
fighters. In this engagement, nine ehemy fighters were shot down
end ttree heavy enemy planes were burned on the g;:_'ound. Further-
more, in the air raid on Parti dloresb on 23 March, nine enemy planes
were buruned or destroyed on the ground. 'i"hu attacks were very

successful while our losses were very slight.

.
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' During this time, on 21 Merch our planes suoéeg.dd in
t‘na' long range secret recomnaissance of _Gobl_ctown and Toﬁs_riila
and obtained important operational information. On th,q_o_t_l‘ur hand,
enemy planes struck Rabeul on 13, 18, 20, e 21 March and Iaa on
19 and 22 h’aréh- Before _21 March, all €nemy air attecks 'leu
" gierrilla raids by a few heavy aircraft. ‘I‘herercu.'e_. we suffered
almost no losses. We répt:ll.aed him with aounteraftac_‘.a each tﬁe
he struci:. Furthermore, we shot -don seveial enany, planes. On
22 March, however, six o nine enemy Hurricane fighters raided Lse
and burned six of our sircraft on the grourd and damaged several
to the extent of requiring repairs, although ocur patrol figaters
azd land units caordinatéd tc count:rattack and shot down three
enemy planes. ' :
10. Reconnaisaan.ce of Midway and Joh;lston Islends
In view of the verious situstions, another sir raid
was not mede by the Type 2 flying boats which had conducted a
surprise attack on Hawa(ii. Insteed, deylight reconnaissance of
Midway Island and Johnston Island wss perfomed by these planes
from Woije. On the night of 10 March, they took off from Wotje and
on the following day reached Johnston Islend end Midway Islaend,
respectively. One flying boat returned ﬁth importent operational
data from Johnston Island. Apperently, the other was lost in
combat with eneny fifhters at Midway Island. Its radio wes

neard about the time it zeeched the vicinity of the island.

- II. Generel Situation of the
South Seas Force
A. Personnel :

There were about 68,000 men under the fleet commend, and
about 8.860 in ell ‘;ere transferred from the fcrces to the South
Seas Force in accordance with the forece diqusition. Since the
outbreak of the war, sbout 960 meh-had been killed in action end

about 1,800 hed become ill or been wounded.



B.  Military Discipline o . o

Militery discipline was strict and well observed.

c. Conditions of Ship Hulls, Armament, Machinery end Munitions

1. Conditions of ship hulls, ermement and machinery

Many of the vessels of the fleet were obsolescent.
Therefore, all-out effarts were exerted to repeir :the:;s in or&or
to effectively display full fighting power in the operation.

Vessels which were due for special repairs were: the
Tatsuts and vessels .of t® 29th end 30th ?estr.oyer Divisions and
26th_ end 33d Submarine Di\risi:ma_." _

Vessels which were dameged end needed urgent repairi
Tokiwa, Nagata Maru and Shonan Maru No 11.

Vessels whose engineering works were directcd by the
Navy Minister: ZEsch vessel.

Veaa.el whose generators and shafting required repairs:
Yubari. . .

Vessels whose turbine vanes‘mquired replacem-ent:
All vessels of the o6th Cruiser Division.

Vessels wnose secondary batteries required replecements
Vessels of the 334 Submarine Division.

Vessels Whose hulls required repsirs: V:'easels of the
26th Submerine Division.

Vessels which required periodicel docking for repairs:
All vessels. . :
h. There were many vessels which hed to be returned to the

Japenese homeland for urgent repairs. Therefore, they were ex-

rected to be repaired g::adually at tie earliest opportunity.

e

N



.

Reference

1 : ;

. ted Designed maximun

{ Hog:e.m!r . horse power = | Total
R SRR : : : BERER

i About
Tenryu and '.l‘srtautu ; wo - 50,000 : 29 knots
Yubari 1 82200 = | 58,000 30.7*

; , :
29th Destroyer Div l[ 34,500 ' 38,500 30.7*
26th Subderine Div | 2,368 - - 2,960 18,1 ¢

2. bunitions !

In generel, the trensportation of munitions wes effected
smoothly enmd exerted very little influence upon the operation.
However, even the supply of the minimum de:nanci was difficult
because of insufficient transports, incomplete harbor fseilities
and a shortage of stevedores and barges. Great difficulty wes
being experienced in the trensportation of fuel, fresh provisions,
bobs and aviation 1'ue)i t(o the front line bases. . ip order tc meet
the possib‘le expansion of the operational area in the future, it
w28 necessary to effect urgent completion of supply and -’traasporta-
tion fecilities. :

D. liedical Situation.

1. Eefore the dutbreak of the wer, the monti;ls' rate of
fleet patients receiving medicel treatment, wes about 33.5 for
each 1,000. There.was, however, a marked decrease after the out-
break of the war os e result of the attention of each off icer and
men. In other words, the rate decreased to about 23.; <ach 1,000.

2. The Ismkneases in this area were, in the order of
prevolence, dengue fever, acute enteritis, dentesl treatment, acute
. pharyngitis, and ascute tronchitis. However, special precaution
hod to be taken m against tuterculsr respiratory sickness
because there were 498 patients suffering from it in 1941. Then,
too, the bulk of the patients avacu_ate:i were those suffering from

this s 1élmeas .
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3. The only contagiom disease was dynnury i:u.o dungm
fever was the only endemic. Since the mi.utary atmngf.h was
greatly affectéd by these disease, a plan was unﬂom to joi_nuy ool
xxtk organize epidemic prevention cqrpa/:;:h Navy, government

end civiliens to eradicate these diseases. Furthermore, there . ' 7

- was a strong possibility of an outbreak of malaria because the

war wes beimg fought bayohd the eguatcr. Therefore, uunost.
efforts were being exerted to pre:vent its outbreak.

4. With each base foi‘ce taking the lead, civilian first
aid persomnel were trained to give first aid to civilians and
£i11 the shortage of ‘hends in the Navy. After the outbresk of
fhe war, considersble results were obteined from ﬂ:li'a'tr'enining
in each locality.

5. Patients were evacuated principslly by the hospital
ship Hikawa Maru. Also, the i‘_fensho Meru, the Kaihei Xaru and

requisiticned ships werg utilized for that evacuation. Thus,

. the evacuation was very smoothly conducted.

6. Before the outbreak of the war, a medicel supply center
was established at both Truk and Saipan to supply medical needs
to each surfece unit. The supply was being smothly conducted.

-

i

E. “Accounts and Supply
1. Accounts and supply were being smoothly conducted.
2. Supply of Provisions.

The Japenese hémeland had to be depended upon for tie
staple fo;ada. However, strenuous efforts were being exerted to
increase the product’io:l of fresh vegetables on farmsof the Nanyo
Development Company on Saipean, Tinien, Rota and Kusaie end on
farns of the Nanyo Colonizetion Company on Ponape, Dublon and
Moen. Therefare, it'uaa expe cted that supply :t‘ro.i: the Japanese
homeland could be graduall’y reduced . Eﬁ‘orts_wre also being

exerted o become self-sufficient in fish and meat. With the

&
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4 Ale Derctd : : . -
Air depots et Palau (lOI;th Air Depot) and Baipn (105th Air
Depot) were, generally apeaking. completed. Bnnch depota nrl being
arepared at Truk and Wotje. .
2. Gun Batteries

Antiaircraft batferioa for existing air bases and others were,
in gener a, c;;pked. but those for newly established air bases
required considerable strenzthening. Some of the shore batteries
on Truk required a change to a large celiber. Therefore, the
mounted guns were scheduled fcwlremoval to ;.'e front et opportune
moments. ; v
3. Repair and Dock Repasir Facilities.

a. The Fourt}_ﬁ Repair and Construction Depot was being
established. An element of personnel hel alreedy arrived and had
commenced work. Furthermore, a floating do‘ck had been being used
effutively since Deeemb(er.

b. Branch depots were being established at Kwajalein and Palau.
¢. DBecause of a consierable amount of existing repair am
ccnstruction facilities at Guam and R;baul. consideraotion wus being
given to man and use them for the time being.

4 ﬁar.rbor Facilities

a. There vere many places gt Truk, Saipan, I’aJ:au. et cetera
that required dredging and demclition of reefs. The harbor at
Saipan was being dredged while at Ponape end Truk reef demolition
work wa3 being performed.

b. Although either supply j*.tti_es or piers were being
constructed at e'ach Bir bas;: and other instsllations, diffieculty
was being experienced in loading end unl;aading operation because
of lock of necessary cranes. . \

5. 0il Storage and Refueling Fecilities

a. in general, the heavy oil tanks were bullet-proof and were

st
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either of dirt covered or underground construstion. However s the
tanks under construction at Ponape and Angar were of nﬁ'ﬂ typa
construction.: Tanks at Sa;ipan. Palau and Jaluit were ‘_o.ithif ro'ﬂghly -
comploted or were uchcdt._:]ad--faf' completion shortly. 6t_hers u;ro .
either for from bein,g complete or had not been starteé. at ell.

b. Gasoline wos stored in teanks or storerooms which mo-

of bulletproof unierground or cave type construction.

¢« 10,000 metric ton c.‘idu supply pier or vharves wore under
construction as re.rweliug facilities at Pelau, Seipan and Truk.
conatmo‘tkan hol not been sturted at other islandas. -
6. Refrigeration Facilities - .

, Refrigerotion focilities were under construction at Palau,

e : ‘
Saipan, Kwajalein anl Wotje. Civilien facilities were unier construc-

tion at five places namely, Pelsu, Sa.pan, Truk, Ponape and Kusaie.
Upon completion of comm;wtion. there wes cepacity to store 20 day's
supply for <8,000 e N (
7. Communication Facilities

in geueral, cowmunications were being conducted st each place
with either permanent facilities or temporary facilities. Immediate
work wes expected to be commenced on bulletproof construction of
the 6th Communications Unit end radio station (6th Base Headquarters
Cperetioqs Ceater 1nciuded) at Kusaie end the Wake Alr Base com-
munications facilities.
8. idedicel Fecilities

a. By 'ébaut Merch defense unit infirmaries were equipped as

followss -
' ‘Saipan 150 beds
Palau 100 beds
Ewajelein 100 beds
Truk i 150 beds
s e




b. Construction of a high altit\.ﬂe amtlriun at Tolenot Peak
to eccommodate 20 persons was plmed. :
§.. TWater Supply ‘

a. Civilien raﬁili'!;ies were being used a:mu;zh as possible for
. increased supply. 4t Saipan. facilities -arq‘x completed to supply
approximately 3,000 tons duily.during the dry season. Water supply
racxlitua were pu'tly completed on Ponape. -

b. Facilities on Palau (daily supply r.;t' 4,800 tons) and Truk
(daily supply of 1,000 tons) wer.e being expanded or newly conatructed.
New construetion (daily supply of 1,000 tons) was projected at Kusaie,
and, depanding. upor’ the situstion at Zusaie, it was plenned to‘make
Ponape the water supply base for tke liarshalls.

c. At each air bese, psved airfields and facilities to collect
and filter rein water were under construction.

10. Submarine Base Faciiities

lew bnse(s were planned gt'KnJalein. Truk, Ponspe and Rebaul.
Of these, the base at Kwajalein wes roughly completed while the
one at Truk wes under construction. The bese at Ponape weas
suspended temporarily.

11. Focilities of Base Forces end Defense Units

Main-construction of the base force headquarters af Palau
(3d Base Force), Sa:pen (5th Base Force) and Kwajaledin (6th Bese
Force) w=asicompleted. iajin cons.truction at Truk was underway.

As for defense unit 'fa ities, all facilities with the exception
_of Truk (4th Defense Unit) were completed. Construction was still
underwsy on Truk.

12. Welfare Facilities

In consideration of the apecia“l geogrephicel condition, there
was a demand for the establishmeutror ccnsiderable number of club-
houses at Truk, Kwajalein, Rabaul, Saipen, Ponape, Palau and Wake

‘for officers and men. However, no construction had been started.



