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Preface to Yonograph No 154

Monograph No 138, which preceded this monograph, dealt with the
preparations of the Kwantung Army in Manchuria for operations against
the Soviet Union. This monograph (No 154) as well as its sequel (No
155) deal with actual operations.

Monograph No 154, except for the first chapter which covers
operations of the Kwantung Army throughout Manchuria, deals exclusive-
ly with the eastern front under the jurisdiction of the First Area
Army. Tt covers preparstion for operations as well as the operations
“themselves.

This monograrvh actually consists of eleven monographs. Aside
from the Xwantung Army and the First Area Army, the units covered
are Third Army, Fifth Army, the following divisions: 79th, 127th,
124th, 126th, 135th, 128th, and the 132d Independent ilixed Brigade.
The monograph is the product of twelve former officers in the Japa-
nese Army. All served in Manchuria during the brief war that lasted
from 9 August to 15 August 1945, all were taken captive by the Soviets,
and all were subsequently repatriated to Japan.

Each of the contributing authors has dealt with his subject
separately, following a prescribed outline, and providing as much
detail as was available to him through notes or memory. Naturally,
the quantity of detail varies with each author. The burdensome
repetition inevitable in accounts of operations in the same area
and under the same command characterized the original translation.
In eliminating much of this repetition, the editor felt that to ex-~
cise too much would run the risk of denying to.the historian and
military student the different points of view presented by each
author. Furthermore, the editor recognized that when the historian
can get confirmation of statements from different sources, he feels
freer and more confident in assessing facts and in condensing his
material. '

" The consultants who assisted the editor believe that the mono-
graph is the best that could be compiled from the source material
now available. TIts weaknesses are that it was compiled mostly from
the notes of a limited number of participants, supplemented by their
memories. Furthermore, no participants other than the authors check-
ed the manuscript (a weakness partially remedied in editing), and
many of the leading participants, still in captivity, were unable to
express their views., The outstanding omissions in the monograph are
accounts of the operations of the 134th Division in Chiamussu and of
the 112th Division; no survivors of these two operations were availlable



for the preparation of these accounts, although 112th Division opera-
tions are -partly covered in the section on the 79th DlVlSion.

In a sense this monograph had to be almost completely re-written.
Tt must be remembered that the losing side during military operations
is always too preoccupied with tactical matters to devote much atten-
tion to the preparation of records. From such circumstances very
little precision writing can be expected. Hence, although voluminous,
the monograph had many omissions. Gaps had to be filled, inconsisten-
cies reconciled and, where the author jumped headlong into a subject,
prefatory notes had to be inserted by the editor. Still, the historian
will not find all the answers here. For example, in view of the short
duration of operations in Manchuria, the editor felt that the time
element was of great importance. But the time is often missing.
Instead, such generalities as "morning," or "early evening" occur.
Nevertheless, enough information is provided to give the reader a
fairly accurate picture of what took place. Furthermore, the editor
has attempted to retain Japanese mentality throughout the monograph.

The original Japanese monograph, written between 1949 and 1951
by the Japanese former Army officer whose names appear at the beginning
of each sub-monograph, was prepared under the supervision of the Report
and Statistical Division of the lst: (Army) Demobilization Bureau in
Tokyo at the direction of the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers.
The untranslated manuscript was turned over to the Army Translator
Intelligence Service on 29 May 1951. The translated manuscript was
edited early in 1954 by the Military History Section, Headquarters
" Army Forces Far Egst. Assistance to the editor was provided by ex-
Colonel Muraji Yano and ex-Lieutenant Colonel Ko Takahashi.

The wide range of map scales used in this monograph was dictated
by the fact the sub-monographs deal with organizations vastly dif-
ferent in size. For an over-all picture of Kwantung Army operations
on all fronts in Manchuria a scale of 1/9,000,000 was used; for the
operations of *wo regiments near Yehho on the eastern front a scale
of 1/100,000 was used. Intermediate size maps were used for the

area army, armies, divisions, and smaller units.

If one lesson stands out above all others in this monograph it
is that the best antitank weapon is a tank. Japanese attempts to
stop Soviet tanks with suicide squads, though heroic, were futile.
Their lack of adequate antitank defenses left them at the mercy of
Soviets tanks. ,

6 April 1954

B



Monograph No 154-A
CHAPTER T

1
Kwantung Army Operations in Manchuria
(9-15 August 1945)

Preliminaries to Invasion

During May 1945 the Intelligence Section of Kwantung Army Head-
quarters, reporting on the Soviet build-up aleng the bbrder, estimated
that war with the Soviets during 1945 was unlikely. Nevertheless, it
recommended close surveillance of Soviet actions particularly after
August 1945.

On 14 June Kwantung Army Headquarters furnished each area army
and army under its direct command with a copy of the outline of its
new operational plan calling for delaying operations on all fronts,
and set the latter part of September as the deadline for the comple-
tion of major preparations.2 The fact was, however, that the com-
pletion of necessary preparations in 1945 was impossible and, in

view of the growing tension caused by Soviet preparations, Kwantung

1. The information in this chapter about the over-all opera-
tions of the Kwantung Army was furnished by the following former
staff officers of Kwantung Army Headquarters: Lt Col Geniehiro
Arinuma (air), and Major Kyoji Takasugi (operations).

2. Kwantung Army Headquarters had earlier notified each major
subordinate command of the new plan, informally Juring March 1945
and officially during May. The major subordinate commands were
. First and Third Area Armies and the Fourth and Thirty-fourth Armies
(the latter was transferred to Kwantung Army, from China on 17 June
1945). The other armies were under one of the area armies--the
Third and Fifth under the First Area Army, and the Thirtieth (esta-
blished 31 July 1945) and Forty-fourth under the Third Area Army.
(A Japanese army is equivalent to a US corps; a Japanese area army
is equivalent to a US army.)



Army leaders could not help but feel impatient and uneasy-

Following the Potsdam Conference in July, the Intelligence
Section amended its May estimate. ‘The possibllity of war with the
USSR in the early fall, it statod,_wasvextremely gfeat.

By late July the Soviets had virtually completed the build-up
of ground combat troops in eastern Si‘oeria° Thereafter they accelerated
the bnild-up of oiroraft and anoiaircraft gun units. Intelligence.con-
cluded from this.that‘the Soviethrmy would be capable of attacking
Monchuria during Augusﬁu |

' Méanwhile, border inoi&ents occufréd with increasing fréquency.
Toward midnight on 6 August, onefcompany"ofvSovietltroops crossed
the eastern.Mhnchuriao'bOrder near Kanhsistun (sbuth of Hutou) and
attackéo a lookout positlon there. Fifth Army was alerted. But
Soviet troops withdrew on the following nlght and the incident ended
without mishap. From the_brazeply,provocatlve attltude displayed by
the Soviets'duringvthis incident, Kwantung Army lntelligence concluded
thét hostilities were close ot hand. The scale of the incident_con—
-vinced Intelligonce that it was more ﬁhan a simple reconnaissance.
Kwantung Army Headqoarters instructed 511 commands to give iooreased
‘attention to survelllance along the borders. '

The army areas and armies, however, regarded this latest incident
merely as a prolongation of the earlier series of incidents and felt
that with prudence and patience it would pass without difficulties.
(See Monograph 138, pp 82-87.) | | |



None of them drew the conclusion that the opening of hostilities was
imminent. Hence, they did not take adequate emergency measures to
meet the situation. | ﬂ

Kwantung Army Headquarters, however, felt the growing tension
sharply and cautloned the Commander in Chief agalnst taking a schedul- -
ed trip. to Dairen. He refnsed to cancel the trip, howevar, and de-
parted Hsinking on the 8th.

First Reports of the Soviet Invasion (See Map No 1.)

At about 0100 hours on 9 August a telephone report from the
First Area Army stated: "The enemy in fromt of Tungning and Suifenho
has launched an éttack," and then, "the city of Mutanchiang is being
bombed by the eﬁemy.”

| These fepmrts ééma in to a Headquarters which for yegrs,‘pursﬁant
to Japan's natienal policy of maintaining peace with the USSR, had
sougﬁt not 6n¥y to prevent war but to prevent border disputés as well.
Standing orders of the Kwantung Army strictly forbade untoward acts
in the border areas. Ffontliné commarders, frequently admonished to
localize incidents instigated‘by the Soviets, were submitting these
reports. It became necessary, therefore, for Kwantung Army Head-
quaitefsAfirst to remove these restrictions and cautions and'segond \
to direct commanders to offer resistance.

At abéut 0130 héurs Hsinking, site of Kwantung Army Headquarters,
and Kuanchengtzu, a suﬁurb to the north offﬁhe pity, were bombed by |

several enemy planes. Members of Kwantung Army Headquarters hurried
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to their offices. At 0200, although i£ had not as yet received
official instructions that a state of war existed, Headquarters
issued the following order:

The eﬁemy on thé eastern front has launched an

attack. All area armies, armies, and units under

the direct command of Kwantung Army will immediate-

ly check the enemy advance in the border areas,

and will‘prgpare for war in all other areas. ,

Folldwing these preliminary reports, which were éonfined to

the eastern front, word was received from other areas making it
_clear that Soviet armed forces had launched an all-out offensive
on all fromts. At OAOO Kwantung Army radios monitoring. Moscow
broadcasts picked up a Tass Agency report staxing that the Soviet
Union had declared war on Japan as of i700, 8 August, Moscow time
(0000, 9 August, Tokyo time).-3
. If there had been any doubt up to this time of the nature and
extent of the hostile acts reported by the various fronts, it was
cempletel} diépelled by the Tass announcement. At 0600, Kwantung
Army Headquarters, although it had still not received offieial noti-
fication of a state of‘war, placed‘ emergency measures into éffect:
it ordered all commands to comply with the plan for carrying out

delaying operations, and placed into immediate effect the,Wartimav

3. The Japanese use of 0000 (instead of OOOl) to signify the
beginning of the day takes into account the one-minute lapse between
2400 and 000l.



Defense Regulations, and the Manchukuo Defense Regulations.h At the
same time it rescinded the Guide for the Defense of the Manchukuoan-
Soviet-Mongolian Border, drawn‘up in Auguét 1944 to prevent the
spread of border incidents.5

Placing into effect the 30 May 1945 plan for delaying operations
was the signal for the Second Air Army to search for and attack enemy
armored units on the western front, to conduct strategié reconnais- .
sances on the eastern front, and to assign some "direct~-cooperation”
planes to the First and Third Area Armies and the Fourth Army.
Another matter clarified by placing the plan into effect was that
éontroi of line of communications units and supply depots would
shift from the Kwantung Army Headquarters t§ the area armies or.
armies in whose areas they were located.

In view of the danger that Hsinking might again be bombed after
dawn, Kwantung Army Headquarters ordered its command post removed to
Nanling, a southeast suburb.6 In the e#ening, however, when General

Yamada returned from Dairen, he went direct to the Hsinking head-

L. The Wartime Defense Regulations outlined emergency measures
to be taken at the outbreak of hostilities, such as added protection
for key communications centers, railroads, and reservoirs. The Manchu-
kuoan Defense Regulations empowered the Commander in Chief of the
Kwantung Army to assume control of Manchukuoan Army troops, and also
to assume limited control over the civil administration.

5. The Guide for the Defense of the Manchukuoan-Soviet-Mongolian
Border had been adopted following the Wuchiatzu and Mongoshile Inci-
dents. These incidents are described in Monograph 138.

6. This emergency command post had been constructed in 1942.

It had fallen into disrepair, however, and was found unsuitable at
this time. It was closed on 10 August mainly because of poor com-
munication facilities.



quarters. o
In Tokyo, meanwhile, Imperial General Headquarters first learned
of the existence of hostilities f:om the Domei News Agency uhgch
had picked up the Tass 0400 broadcast. Kwantung Army Headquarters
trénsmitted word of the Soviet attack toAImperialnGeneral’Head-
quarter, including the action it had takeh, but thé latter did not
receive the mQSsage until after it learned of the Tass broadéaét.7
A.In view of the Kwantung Army report and the Tass broadcést,
Imperial General Headquarters issued emergency orders o commanders
of all theaters involved. Besides the Kwantung Army in Manchuria,
these included the Seventeenth Area Army in Korea, the China Eipedi—
tionéry Army, the Fifth Area Army in Hokkaidé, and homeland armies.,
These orders, the first issued by Imperial General Headquarters
after the Soviet att#ck, were signéd by the Emperor'early in the
afternoon of the 9th énd transmitted promptly. The text follows:8
The Soviet Union declared war on Japan and launched
attacks at several places along the Soviet-Japanese

and Soviet-Manchukuoan border at 0000, 9 August.
However, the scale of these attacks is not large.

7. When Foreign Minister Shigenori Togo was aroused from sleep
to be given the news of the Soviet invasion be expressed complete
astonishment in view of the fact that the Soviets knew that Japan
was then considering whether to accept the terms of the Potsdam
Declaration. The formal note of a declaration of war was not handed
to the foreign minister until 1115, 10 August by Ambassador Jacob
Malik. ;

8. IGH ADO No 1374, 9 Aug 45. (Soviet-Japanese border here
means the border in Sakhalin.)



Imperial General Headquarters will make immediate
preparations for all-out military operations against
the Soviet Union, while checking the ememy's advahce
with troops stationed in .the border areas..

The Seventeenth Area Army will enter the order of
battle of the Kwantung Army, the transfer to be ef-
fective at 0600 hours on 10 August.

The Commander in Chief of the Kwantung Army will
immediately prepare to carry out all-out military
operations against the Soviet Union; using troops
stationed in the border areas he will check the
enemy's advance for the time being. The principles

. to be followed in these operations are: the Kwan—
tung Army will direct its major operation against
the Soviet Union in such a manner so as to defend
the Japanese territory of Korea; meanwhile, a
minimum number of troops required to check a US
invasion will be stationed in the South Korea area.
The Commander in Chief of the China Expedltlonary
Army will immediately make preparations to transfer
a part of his troops and munitiens to the South
Manchuria area, while checking a pessible Soviet
invasion of his own area of responslbility utiliz-
ing troops stationed there.

The demarcation line of the eperational area between
the Kwantung Army and the China Expeditionary Army

is as follows: Shanhaikwan, Tachengtzu, the eastern
end of Lake Taerhhu, and the Yukujuru Mausoleum.

The area falling on the boundary line shall be under
the jurisdiction ef the China Expeditionary Army.

The Commander in Chief of the Kwantung Army will
place under the command of the. Commander in Chief
of the China Expeditionary Army all units station-
ed in the area newly assigned to the China Expedi—
tionary Army. »
This order had the effect of changing the primary mission of
‘the Kwantung Army to one of defending "the Japanese territory of

Korea." The object of placing the Sevéntaenth Area Army under the
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' KWantung“Army”wés to’establiéh a unified structure for the conduct
of operations ih Manchﬁria,and Korea. By this action the‘Kwantung
Army acquired the seven divisions of the Seventeénth Area Army,
'bfinging-to thiftyfone thennumbervpf divisions under its control.

The units which the China Expeditionary Army was to transfer
to South Manchuria under the Kwantung Army were one arﬁy headquarters,
about six divisions and six brigades. (The munitions mentibnedfin
~the order éonsisted principally of ammunition for the divisions to
be transferred;) These‘additions, had they been actually'effected,'
would have given the Kwantung Army‘a total of ﬁhirty—seveh divisions,
(See Chart No l.> In addition to these orders, Imperial Genefal
Headquarters directed ﬁhe.Commahder in Chief‘ﬁf-the fifth Area Army
po make‘immediate preparations for all;out military operations against
the Soviet Union and, meanwhile, to resist enemy attacks.

First Estimate of the Situation

From reports received from various fronts, Kwantung Army General.
Headquarters on the evening of the 9th waé abie to piece together the
situation on the easterﬁ; northern, northwestefn,hand.southwestern
fronts, and in the north Korea area. (See Map No 2.)

‘In the north Koréé~area, the enemy had opened hostilities by
shelling the Wuchiaﬁzu positions, following through with small écale
attacks.

The main force bf the enemy on the eastern bofder was attacking

between Pingyangchen and Tungning (in front of Fifth,Afmy and the



MONOGRAPH NO. 154 -A

MAP NO.2
o PROGRESS OF OPERATIONS
AR EAST GENERAL | B et o>
N ARMY N D-—-INFANTRY DIVISION
IR od 13l S | 8-~-INDEPENDENT MIXED
| 1 - en-:ponoem FormFcanals - |
-+BORDER F
u s, i_ R o-—-Amogxmme LOGATION
et N SGALE I 9,000,000
K4 . . 0 100 200 300
b..’ : \ : MILES
TaTeAKaL! ./ N |
{AREA ARMY: )
_"é s HUMA® )
. /. N ‘ .. o
% % %& I SECOND FAR EAST |
1 RS :\¢saNHO =} $é, ' AREA ARMY !
A W HElHOb Tk, Lmm----m--
MANGHOULT K=}
° 19D |3583 U s s R
HAILAR"e o POKOTU _ Izaoo?UNWU . ) " '
808 wuNOERH ses v‘\ ' P
M A NG H UR I A \ 75

4

o
e= 5% Y S TSITSIHAR 340 FucHin €
S :§ o - Q1490 SCHIAMUSSU ]
2 ‘ ; s (e
( S FANGCHENG oy ph
INNER }" IBSDO K& ,
PAICHENGTZY

MON GOLIAS
f" 17D (aTAouAN

Onie :

. 1 xx
S -}‘:‘j MUTANGHIANG '::g;g' %ﬁ& %
. v : 1220 -

. : @ ‘ 3338% ?\o!mo |3}233‘,
_ LO K 128D) S
630 ( LIAOYUAN ﬁ INING % <~.=~'$/‘$\M‘

| O390 79D * {J
%* ﬁ | MeIHoKou %, O NAJIN

4, . 138D
2 wioens O 1230
108D F\6 - B0BO  y36p
Q 2 oCHINHSIEN — ©O136D0 & "= A (-
JEROL O : TFIRST FAR EAST,
~ ‘ ' AREA ARMY i
B _AREA ARMY
CHINA

JAPAN SEA

o 3 NrH ¥ "
YELLOW SEA SEVENTE \




128th Division.)9 The Soviet force attacking this front was estimated
at the time to be three infantry Divisions, and between two agd three
armored brigades, although 1atér.the estimated number of infantry
divisions was revised upward to five, and the numer of armored
brigades to five. The enemy facigg the Third Army;in the southern
sector was not active as yet. In the northern secﬁor, the 134th Di—
vision at Chiamussu was withdrawing toward Fangcheng as planned, hav-
ing set fire to Japahese houses in the city. Several border obser-
vation units seemed to have been totally destroyed while defending
their assigned posts. Conditions in the Hutou area remained unknowna

On the northern front an enemy force of undetermined strength
crossed the Amur River south of Huma. No enemy tr;ops were observed
crossing the river in the Heiho or Sunwu areas, ho&ever, where the
initial attack was expected, and our troops there ;eemed to be launch-~
ing operational actions in comparatively good o;der, The enemy force
ih this area was estimated to be three infantfy divisions and two
armored brigadesw Hailar, which on the morning on t%e 9th had been
bombea heavily by enemy planes, by‘evening had becoméithe objective
of enemy tanks rushing from the Sanho, Manchouli and ﬁpmonhan_areas.
The 80th Independent Mixed Brigade was ofdered by the il9th Division
to defend the positions at Hsilar as planned. The 119th Division

itself began leaving Hailar by train in the morning for Wunoerh, and

9. By a pre-arranged plan, the 128th Division had come under the
direct control of the First Area Army at the outbreak of hostilities.
At the same time, the 132d Independent Mixed Brigade was assigned to
the 128th Division.



the last traig departed in the evening when enemy tanks were in the
outskifts ovaailéfn”ﬁCOhditions in the Manéh@uli area remained un-
known. | ‘

Reports from the ﬁ@stern front indicated that thevenemy was
attacking Wuchakou. yﬂﬁwwver, no éonfirmaticm of thesézr@pcrtﬁ ecould
be obtained since reconnaissance planes sent %o this area on the 9%th
had not yet r@tﬁrn@do »GnAﬁhe‘lOth, observation pl&m@s locatad 2
powerful enemy armored unit which had erossed the border and was
advancing eastward in'th@‘direation o Palchenghzu., Our air force
could not attack this column on the 10%h becsuss of incomplete prepa-
rations. | ‘

The ﬁodghw@stﬁrn frénﬁ had not wyet Lren attacked. In this sector,
however, ths redsployment of the 108th Div sion began according bto
plan. One regiment pasSé& to the contisl of the China Expeditiohéry-
Army, while the remaind@f of the ﬂi&isimb prepared to concentrate in
the Chinhsien area. (See Map No 3)

Change in Plan for the Western ¥Frouh

The Kwantung Army“svplan for operations on the western front
was to oceupy impor&anﬁ points (chiefly-tQWﬁsﬁ‘§i11ages, and natural
obstacles) on the eﬁ@my“s antieipated route o advance aund, with air
support, to delay the enemy. This was to be : complished by estab-
lishing guerrilla bosiﬁions in depth ard by cono oting conbinucus
large-scale attacks against enemy armored units.

General Jun Ushiroku, Commander of the Third érea Army, was

10
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opposed to this plan.lo First, his Forty-fourth Army was not prepaf—
ed for guerrilla warfare: the 63d<add 117th Divisions which composed
this Army had only recently arrived from the China area where their
experiénce consisted principally of offensive;type operations. Secoﬁd,
Kwantung Army's éian requiring the dispersal of troops over a wide'
area far to the west would mean cémmitting troops in small numbers
and would result, General Ushiroku felt, in their piecemeal destruc—
tion; Furthermore, General Ushirokﬁ did not wish to leave the approxi-
mately 1,100,000 Japanese residents along the Dairen~Hsiﬁking line
to their fate, nor did he bélieve that withdrawing both military and
civilian personnel to the redoubt was practicable from the stand-
point of housing or supply.

General Ushireku therefore recommended that the Forty-fourth
Army be pulled béck tovthe line of the Dairen;Hsinkiné Réilway,
stationing the main force at Mukden with elements at Hsinking, and
counterattacking after the enemy had extended his sup?ly lines to
the limit. On the morning of loth,'General Ushiroku acting inde~
pendently ordefed the Forty-fourth Army to withdraw to the Dairen-

Hsinking line, and advised KWantung'Army Headquarters of this action.

. 10. Gemeral Ushiroku was a classmate of Premier Tojo at the
military academy. When Tojo was chief of the Army General Staff in
1944 he created the position of 1lst Deputy to the Chief of the Army
General Staff, superimpesing it on the long-standing position of
Deputy Chief of the Army General Staff. The newly created position
was given to General Ushiroku, (During November 1953, when this
 monograph was being edited, word was received in Japan that General
Ushiroku was scheduled for early repatriation by the Soviets.)



Confronted with this illegal order, Kwantung Army Headquarters
promptly held a staff conference, during which the following opinions
were voiced: a sudden change in pre-arranged plans would inevitably
cause confusion; an attempt to counterattack after the withdrawal
would end in failure if the enemy's advance were rapid; the early
abandonment of forward airfields would allow the enemy to advance

at will. To most conferees, General Ushiroku's decision appeared.
direction of operatlons. However, since the Forty-fourth Army had
‘already begun the withdrawal ordered by Gerieral Ushiroku, Kwantung
Army Headquarters was confrénted with a fait accompli, and therefore
upheld the decision of the Third Area Army Commander. This action
was approved by General Yamada.

On 10 August, Imperial General Headquarters followed up its
orders of the preceding day by announcing to the Commander in Chief
of the Kwantuhg Army that:ll

The plan of Imperial General Headquarters is to
bring about a successful completion of the war
against the United States, its main enemy, and
at the same time to destroy the Soviet Army by
launching all-out military operations against
the Soviet Union to frustrate its inordinate
ambition and thus preserve our national polity
and protect Imperial territory. The Commander
in Chief of the Kwantung Army will direct his
main operation against the Soviet Union and

will protect Korea by destroying the invading
enemy everywhere.

11. ADO No 1378, 10 Aug 45. This order was signed by the
Emperor on the morning of the 10th. :

12



This order was followed by a directive the same day authorizing
GeneféI\Iamadé to transfer his headquarters to other areas within -
his zone of operatipn at any time to keep pace with the progress of
operations. }

At the same time,.Imperial General Headquarters ordered the
Commander in Chief of the Cﬁina Expeditionary Army (General Yasuji
- Okamura) "to carry ouf a protracted war against the US, the Soviet
Union, and China, thereby contrighting ﬁéward the operations of the
whole army on the méinland." Operations against the Soviet Union,
it informed General Okamura, would have the object of facilitating
in every way the operations of the Kwantung Army in South Manchuria
and N§rth Korea. In this connection he was instructed to send troops
and munitions to these areas as quiqkly as possible.

Transfer of General Headquarters

- On 11 August the Intelligence Sectién, reporting on the tactical
situation, stated that enemy armored units in the west were making
an unéxpectedly swift advance and could be expected’to arrive in
Hsinking on the 1lith or 15th. Standing plans called for the transf
fer of General Headquarters to Tunghua, approximately forty miles
from the Korea border, immediately upon the outbreak of hostilities
‘with the Soviets. By 1 August,»reconnaissance/and field investi-

gation of the Tunghua area and (also of the Linchiang area) which

- 12. AD No 2539, 10 Aug 45 (p 186, imperial General Headquarters
Army Directives, Vol III, hereafter referred to as IGH AD Vol I11).

13



was to be the site of the final stand, had been completed; General
Headquérters therefore ordered the transfer to begin. The entire
headquarters except for the general stéff and other essential
personnel was directed to move by rail on the 12th.13

The transfer to Tunghua, however, did not mean that Hsinkingb
was to be abandoned. This city was the capital of Manchukuo, and
had many strong buildingg suitable for street fighting; General
Ushireku, in connection with his plﬁn to defend the Dairen-Hsinking
line, on the morning of the 10th pulled the Thirtieth Army Head-
quarters out of the redoubt area and ordered it to move to Hsinking
to direct its defense. He élso ordered Severai tactical units to
move to H&inking to support the 148th Div131on there.

On the evening of the 1llth, the Intelligence Section summarized
the progress of operations on the various fronts. An enemy force of
approximately brigade size had carried out an amphibious assault
against Najin in northern Koréa, and was advancing southward. On
the eastern front proper the enemy's strength was estimated to be
eight infantry divisions and four to five tank brigades; in the
Fifth Army sector the ehemy had advanced to positions near Muleng
after destroying our advance forces in the border area; in the north-
ern sector, an enemy.unit proceeding up the Sungari River was attacking -

our garrison unit in the Fuchin area; the Third Army area had been’

13. The Emperor of Manchukuo together with the ministers of the
Manchukuoan Government had left for Linchiang by train on the 10th,
escorted by the Kempei-tai Training Unit of the Kwantung Army. Vice
ministers and other officials, however, remained in H81nking.

14



penetrated and the enemy was occupjing a hill west of Hunchun‘in

front of the 112th Division. The First Area Army Headquarters had
moved to Tunhua on the preceeding night. On the northern front the
enemy had crossed the river near Aihun and near Shengwutun, but had
not yet launched a full-scale attack. No report was received from
Hailar because of the interruption of communications with the 80th
Independent Mixed Brigade. On the western front, enemy armored columns
had reached a speed of 100 kilometers a day, and leading eleménts were
approaching Lichuan. The 107th Division had withdrawn from the Wucha-
kou area-and l;s engaged in close fighting with enemy armoréd units |

south of the Paichengtzu-Arshaan railway line. (See Map No 4)

Situation on 12 August
By 12 August problems confronting the Ewantung Army began to»
'mognt. General Yamada feared that the counteraﬁtack which General
Ushireku had decided to launch from the Dairen-Hsinking line might
develop into a decisive battle there, completely upsetting the’
‘ 6ver—all plan for Kwantung Army operations. On this basis, be made
several appeals to General Ushiroku to reconsider, but the latter
remained adamant. .
Meanwhile, General Yamada flew to the new headquarters at Tung-
hua in company with his deputy chief of staff and his operations
‘chief. The Intelligence Section remained in Hsinking because com-

manitior:s in the Tunghua headquarters were not adequate for its

operations. The Civil Affairs (Fourth) Section also remained in

15
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Hsinking and continﬁed liaison activities with the Manchukuean vice
ministers. On the e#ening of the 12th, the commander and key staff
officérs of the Thirtieth Army arrived in Hsinking to direct the de-
fense of that city.

'The Intelligence Section's estimate of the tactical situation
~on the evening of the 12th was substantialiy as follows. On the
eastern front, although reports were fragmentary, it appeared that
the Fifth Army was engaged in a fierce battle at the Muleng positions.
On the northern front the situation remained unchanged in'the Sﬁnwu
area; in the Pokotu area, where the 119th Division was in pesitioen,
the enemy had not yet commenced his attack. On the western front
the speed of the enemy armored column advancing toward Lichuan was
slowed down. by the Second Air Army whose 15th Independent Air
Brigade héd attacked the armored unit in the Linhsi area while its
1013t Air Trainiﬁg Brigade was striking in the Lichuan area. Alto-
gether, fifty-six plénes were flown andvéucceeded in destroying
twenty-seven guns and forty-two vehicles. (See Map No 5)

' The drive of the enemy armored columns in the west was hamper-
ing the evacuatien of Japanese nationala. On the 10th Kwantung Arﬁy
. héd asked the Manghukuoan Government to evacuéte Japanese residents
in Hsinking and vicinity and directed the Continental Railway Com-
mand te place ten trains at its disposal, scheduling the first train
to leave Hsinking that day. The Manchukuoan Government found it

quite impossible to carry out the withdrawal promptly, however, and

16
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wés able to transp§rt only the families of officers and eivilians
attached to the army. These families had to flee with only a few
hours notice and with practically only the clothes they wore oﬁ:
their bécks. On the 12th, there was a great deal of confusion in
Hsinking. The advance of the eﬁemy armored columns and the with-
drawal of the main force of the Forty—fourth Army, together with
the evaéuation of the gépital by Kwantung Army General Headquarters
and the arrival of the first refugee trains with Japanese evacuees
Iirom the west border areas spread alarm among the local reéidents,
many of whom promptly rushed to the crowded train station.

~ Compared with the enemy advance in the west, his advance in the
‘north against the Fourth Army was relatively slow. The arbitrary
decisioh of General Ushiroku to maké the Hsinking-uhkden area the
major battléfiald meant that a cbunte;attack gtructure had to be
established there. The Thirtieth Army which at first had been de-
Signéted as a counterattack force'in the Meihokou area in the re-
doubt, had slready advance to Hsinking as ordered and was preparing
to defend thé caéital. . In consequence of these moves, Fourth Army
.Headquarters,!hiqh on the hight of £he 10th had been orderéd to fall
back from Tsiﬁsihar to Harbin, was now ordered bjﬁKwantung Army to
witﬁdraw to Meihckou to t#ke'up the positions 1eft‘vacant by the
Thifﬁieth Army's removal. In the southwest the main body of the
108th Division assembled at Chinhsien and established contact with

the Third Area Army.
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The situation oh the 13th was as follows. At about noon the

enemy carried out a second amphibious operation, this time at Chongjin
where a battalion-size infantry unit made an assault landing. On the -

eastern front, Mutanchiang was shelled by enemy tanks. On the nofthern
front an enemy force in the Hailar area advanced to the front of the
outpost positions of the 119th Division. On the western front, only
one element of the 10lst Air Training Brigade sallied forth on this
day, owing to bad weather, and the enemy armored column which had
been slowed down in the vicinity of Lichuan resumed its advance and
was approaching the Paichengtzu area. On the following day; however,
air strikes were resumed and resulted in damage to forty-three armorea
vehicles. (See Map No 6.) V

On 14 August a Kwantung Army staff officer was sent to Mukden
to urge General Ushiroku to reconsider his determination to wage a
decisive battle along the Dairen—Hsinking line.' The staff officer
pointed out that General Yamada, while upholding the arbitrary order,
felt that the consequences of it might jeopardize the over-all opera-
tions of the Kwantung Army. General Ushiroku, swallowing bitter
tears, responded that he would submit to the opinion of the Commander
in Chief of the Kwantung Army. As a result Third Area Army Head-
quartersﬁbegan formulating a new plan providing for a withdrawal
toward the Hunjen area, a plan which because of the adrupt end of
ﬁhe war was never carried out. |

On the 14th, the tactical situation on ali fronts became criti-
| cal. 'In the afternoon the Manchurian News Agency reported that the
war might shortly be terminated and that an important announcement

18
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would be broadcast at noon on the foiloﬁing day. In the evening,
General Yamada, accompanied by his deputy chief of staff and im-
portant staff officers, returned to Hsinking from Tunghua. Third
AreabArmy Headquarters, meanwhile, misunderstanding a message from
Tunghua, had issued orders to cease hostilities; later in the day,
however, on the advice of Kwantung Army General Heédquarters, it
rescinded the order.

On the night of the 1l4th the enemy fbllowed'up the earlier am-
phibious operation at Chongjin by landing approximately one infantry
division. This was the third enemy amphibious operation along the
north Korea coast. (See Map No 7)

. The War Ends '

At noon on the 15th, Kwantung Army Headquarters listened to the
Emperor broadcasting the Imperial Rescript Terminating the War. Staff
officers still at Tunghua promptly began to depart for Hsinking by
alr, while other personnel entrained for the capital..

Meanwhile, during the morning of the 15th, the Second Air Army
~ carried out thirty-nine sorties against enemy armored and air units
in the Paichengtzu aréé, damaging three planes and 135 vehicles.
After receiving the Imperial Rescript, however, it withheld further
assaults. (See Maps No 8 and No 9.)

By the 16th no cease-fire order had been received from Imperial
General Headquarters in Tokyo. Having heard the Imperial Rescript,
however, Kwantung Army Héadquarters wés in a dilemma. A staff con-

ference was held to discuss possible courses of action. The majority

of the conferees felt that we should offer resistance to the last

ditch, win or lose, thus leaving in the hearts of the people a flame

to be kindled in the future for the reconstruction of our nation.
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On the other hand, some staff officers, including the chief of
ﬁhe Operatibns’Division‘of'the 6perations (First) Section, Colonel
Teigo Kuséji, opined that since things had come to this end and since
the Imperial Rescript had already been issued terminating the war,
they had no alternative but to obey the Rescript respectfully.;h
As for the reconstruction of Japan,yﬁhQSe officers declared, that
was a metter which oniy future policies could realize.
| A grave discussion ensued,’both factions adhering sﬁoutly to
their opinions for a long time. Finally, the deadlock was broken
when the Chief of Staff, General Hikosaburo Hata, with hot tears in
his eyes, ruled: "We the military men havevno alternative if we
are to»retain our loyalty but to obey the command issued by His
Majésty the Emperor. Those who disobej the Imperial Rescript will
be branded traitors for all time. Therefore, those who stubbornly
insist upon continuing the operétions of the Kwantung Army may do‘
so only after killing us." The Commander in Chief; in obedience to
His Majesﬁy's wishes, also decided to exert every effort to terminate
hostilities. In this way, the policy of the Kwantung Army was settled.

On 17 August, His Imperial Highness Prince Tsunenori Takeda, on

behalf of His Majesty the Emperor, flew from Tokyo to Hsinking to

14. The Operatlons Qeetlon of Kwantung Army Headquarters was
divided into four divisions--operations, logistics, railway, and
signal communication. Other sections of the Headguarters were:
Intelligence (Second), Training (Third), and Civil Affairs (Fburth).

See Chart No 2 for Organizational Chart of hwantung Army General
Headquarters.
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deliver a message to the Army pertaining to the Imperial Rescript.l5
The message was ready by Prince Takeda in a ceremony held at Kwantung
Army General Headquarters
Imperial General Headquarters orders to terminate "active

offensive operations," though issued on the 15th, were ﬁot received .
by Kwantung Army Headquarters until the 17th. The orders, addressed
to all major theater commanders, statadﬁlé |

Imperial General Headquarters intends to carry out

completely the purport of the Imperial Rescript of

14 Avugust.

A1l armies will continue their present mission until

further orders. Active offensive operations, how-

ever, will cease. Strict military discipline and

strong esprit will be maintained in order to insure

coordinated action.

Every effort will be made in the homeland, Sakhalin,

~ Korea, and Formosa to prevent disturbances of the
public peace.
On the same day, Kwantung Army Headquarters alse received

Imperial General Headqﬁarters Army Department Order No 1382, dated
16 August 1945, which directed all army commanders to cease hostili-

ties immédiately and to report the time of the cessation. This

15. A lieutenant colonel, Prince Takeda had served with Kwantung
Army Headquarters as assistant operations officer until March 1945
when he was transferred to Imperial General Headguarters. '

16. Though read by the Emperor at 1200 on 15 August, the Imperi-
al Reseript was signed by the Emperor at 2300 on 14 August, was im-
mediately transmitted to the four major powers, through the Swiss,
and normally carries that date.” See ADO No 1381, 15 Aug 45.



order did not, however, cancel operational missions.. It stipulated
that the cessation did not apply to unavoidable acts of hostilities
carried out in self-defense during enemy attacks made before the
completion of armistice negotiations} | |

Also received on the 17th was Army Directive No 25&4, dated
16 August, which stated: | |

The Commander in Chief, Kwantung Army, is authorized
to conduct on-the-spot negotiations for armistice
with the Russian Army, and to surrender arms and
equipment.

Similar orders issued to the Commander in Chief of the China
Expeditionary Army and the Commander of the Fifth Area Army directed
them to maintain liaison with the Kwantung Army regarding negotia-
tions with the Russian Army.

On 18 August the chiefs of staff of the First Area Army, the
Third Area Army, the Fourth Army, the Second Air Army, and Seventeenth
Area Army were called to Hsinkiﬂg to be informed of His Majesty's
wishes, and were given Kwantung Army's orders relating to the cease-
fire and disarmament. |

On the same day, the Kwantung Army Chief of Staff, accompanied'.
byvseveral staff officérs, flew to the advance command post of
General Headquarters of the Soviet Far East Army at Zharkovo in com-
pliance with a demand transmitted through the Soviet Consul-General

in Harbin. There they held an interview with Marshal A.M. Vassilievsky,

supreme commander of the Far FEast Army. After conferring on procedures
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for disarmament, protection of Japanese nationals in Manchuria,
and other related matters, thej returned to Hsinking.
Meanwhile,‘Kwantung Army Headquarters made extensive efforts
to transmit to its subordinate commands as much information as‘it
had on the termination of hostilities and disarmament, using all
possible means of communications. It was hampered in these efforts
by the wide dispersal of its forces and also because Soviet troops.
while disarming our units failed to observe the standards of dis-
cipline agreed upon at Supreme Headquarters of the Soviet Army.

Cancellation of Operational Missions

On 18 August Imperial General Headquarters advised the Commander
in Chief of the Kwantung Army together with other army commanders
that at & time to be announced later all operational missions were
cancelled and all military actions were to cease. At the same time,

it cautioned that:17

None of the Japanese Army personnel and civilian
employees coming under the control of enemy forces
after the promulgation of the Imperial Rescript
will be considered prisoners of war. All subor-
dinates down to the last private will be immediate-
ly cautioned against rash actions and will be made
to realize the necessity for fortitude with a view
te the future prosperity of Japan.

On the 19th, Imperial General Headquarters announced the effec~
tive date for the cancellation of missions and the cessation of

military actions in the Kwantung Army as 0000, 25 August l9h5.18

17. IGH ADO 1385, 18 Aug 45. (P 238, Vol III).
18, For homeland areas the time set was 0000, 22 Aug L45.
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On the same day, a delegation of the Soviet Army arrived at
Hsinking and directed Kwantung Army Headquarters to assemble in the
suburb north of Hsinking all Japanese forces in the general vicinity,
and to disarm all troops. The Soviet delegation also forbade the -
Japanese forces to use any means of communication. At this point,
General Headquarters of the Kwantung Army ceased to function. Late
in the day Major General Tomokatsu Matsumura, the Kwantung Army
deputy chief of staff, together with several staff officers went to
GHQ Far East Army by Soviet airplane.

In Hsinking, the buildings of the Kwantung Army General Head-
quarters were taken over by the Soviet Army. In order to maintain
liaison with the Soviet Army, several staff‘officers, including the
Chief of the Intelligence Section, retained space in the western
building. Personnel of the General Headouarters were moved to the
office of the Resident Naval Officer.

Severed communications prevented Kwantung Army Headquarters from
- transmitting the cease-fire order and military actions were still in
progress in the Secto% northeast of Hsingan. The 107th Division had
not been heard from since its rétreat from Wuchakou. The Thirtieth

Army, in complié.nce with a Soviet demand, dispatched one of its staff
| officers in a plane_df the Manchurian Air Transport Company to stop
the fighting. The di&ision was located near Chalaitochi, and the
plane made ; forced landing betwéen it and the opposing Soviet force,
whereupon the staff officer delivered orders‘termihating hostilities
in that sector.

On 5 September all generals in Hsinking, including General
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Otozo Yamada, Commander in Chief of the Kwantung Afmy, and some staff
officers were taken to the Soviet Union Ey air, bther personnel of .
Kwantung Army Headquarters were interned at the Nanling Concentration
Camp after disarmament.

Dissolution of the Kwantung Army

On 22 August Imperial General Headquarters removed the Seven-
teenth Area Army from the order of battle of the Kwantung Army, but.
autherized the Commander in Chief of the Kwantung Army to retain
control of ihis_area army for the purpose“of terminating hostilities
with the Soviet Army. The effective time of this transfer of com-
mand was 0000 hours, 25 August.l9

On 13 September orders were issued by Imperial General Head-
quarters dissolving the order of battle bf the Kwantung Army.effec-
tive 0000 17 September. The same orders dissolved the China Ex-
peditionary Army, the Southern Army, and other major commands of

: _ 20
the Japanese Imperial Army.

19. ADO No 1388, 22 August 45.
20. Army Department Order Special No 3, 13 Sep 45.
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Monograph No 154-B

CHAPTER II

The First Area Army in Eastern Manchuria21

Militgry Geggrapby of Fastern Manchuria
Until March 1945 the territory under the juriédiction of the
First Area Army consisﬁed of the four administrative provinces in
eastern M_a.nchuria.22 From north to south these were Sanchiang,
Tungan? Mutanchiang, and Chientao. The rear boundary of the Area
Army conformed generally with the province bourdaries. During March,
in preparation for the transition from a holding.operational plan to
a deiaying operational plan, Kwantung Army authorized the First Area
Army to expand rearward. The rear boundary of the Area Army was con-
sequently extended to include the eastern parts of the Pinchiang and
Chilin provinces. This gave the Area Army approximately lOO,OOOKSquare
miles to defend. (Map No 1 shows Army boundary changes from 1943 to 1945.)
In planning military operations on the eastern front, as on

other fronts, it was necessary first to determine what might be

21. The information in this chapter about the operations of the
First Area Army was furnished by Colonel Hiroshi Matsumoto.

22. Kwantung Army jurisdiction over the northern part of Hamyong
Pukto (north Korea) had not been clearly established at this time.
The Commander in Chief had been given authority on 18 Sep 4L to issue
orders to the Commander of the Korea ArmW in those "areas which will
become Kwantung Army operational zones in the event of war," by which
was meant northern Hamyong Pukto province. (See AD No 2164, 18 Sep
L4). This did not include control of the area. The four northern
provinces of Korea were not placed under Kwantung Army jurisdiction
until 30 May 45, and the Seventeenth Area Army not Jntil 9 August
1945.
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called "essentials of operations." Among other things this involved

a study of natural and man-made features, including moﬁntains, forests,
rivers, roads, railroads and fortifications, which would have a_direqt
influence on operations.

In climate and geography, the various regions of Manchuria pre-
sentvmany contrasts, and the eastern region presents many within
itself. The highlands of eastern Manchuria form a rugged upland
baf;ier between the central lowlands and the Siberian maritime pro-
vince. They attain their greatest width-;;éproximately 220 miles—-
in the'center. Most of these highlands consist of mountains, high,
steep, and rugged in the cenﬁer; along the margins they are penetrated
by broad valleys.

Many of the main river systems of Manchuria head in the eastern
highlands. The central section of these‘ﬁighlands\is drained largely
to the west by the headwaters~of the Sungéri River, a tributary of h
the Amur River. In the northern part of the highlénds, drainage is
mostly northward via the Muian, Mﬁleng,*éhd Ussuri Rivers. The
Amur approaching from‘the'west and the Ussuri from the sout@ provide
Manchuria with a natural boundary in the northeast. (Khabarovsk,
near the confluence of the Amur-Ussuri, was the site of the head-
quarters of the Soviet Far East Army.) Lowlands in the northeastern
tip of Manchuria are covered with vast.stretcﬁes of marshland. -
Drainage in the south is by the east-flowing Tumen River which

empties into the Sea of Japan.
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All rivers are deeply frozen during the winter. During summer,
the high water and flood season occurs, although during the spring,
floods follow any pronounced thaw of winter snows. During March-‘
April and July-August wheeled vehicles will mire almost everywhere
off the established roads. From November-NDecember to March-April
trafficability in most of the area is aided by deep soil freezing.
Precipitation is greater in this area than in any other region of
Manchuria; snow seldom exceeds 2 feet, however, even in the northern
mountain valleys.

Japan had begun constructing fortifications of wvarious kinds
along the eastern border about 1935, the first positions being con-
structed near Suifenho where the double-tracked Eastern Chinese
Railroad crosses into the maritime province of eastern Si’beria.23
These fortifications may be classified into three grades, first,
barbed wire entanglements for minor defense positions, second,
resistance nests consisting of concrete pillboxes, and third, strong
points which consisted of a series of resistance nests. (Sketch
No 1 contains a diagram of a strong point east of Tungning.)

The defense positions around Suifenho were gradually enlarged

23. This is the line which provides the Trans-Siberian Railroad
with a short cut through Manchuria to Vladivostok. It enters Manchu-
ria in the west at Manchouli. In 1935 when Manchukuo purchased this
line from the USSR, the Japanese tore up the rails between Suifenho
and the border. The Soviets, on the other hand, left the tracks on
their side of the border in place.
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into resistance nests and stroﬁg poihtg‘énd these were extended
northward about 15 miles and southwafd about 40 miies, although
defense positions and resistance nests continued for about another

10 miles. Ultimately the defensive structure in this area stretch-
ed a distance of approximately 65 miles. Later, when Soviet counter-
construction in this area partly offset thése fortifications, the
Japanese began building a new series of intermittent fortifications
farther north. Fortifications of all typés were constructed from
ﬁhe heights east of Pamientung to the area south of Tungan City for
approximately 100 miles, with strong points at Panchiehho and Miaoling.
Unlike the fortifications near Suifenho, these new positions’were
somewhat to the rear of the bordef. By 1944, therefore, there were
two major fortified areas on the eastern front. Between them was a

' forested mountain area/approximatély 45 miles long, unsuitable for
large-scale military opéfatibns, but suitable for border incursions.
(Sketch No 2 shows the location of defense positions, resistance
nests, and strong points.)

Between.the éoutﬁern point (Tungning) of these fortifications
and the northern point (Tungan) ran a single track railroad more or
less.parallel to the border and approximately 35 miles to its rear.
Itbnas within the area bracketed by this railroad and the border
that the fortificatiens described above were constructed.v At dis-
tgnces ranging froﬁ 30 to 60'miles to the‘rear of the track ran

another single track line from Korea north to Chiamussu. These
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parallel single track lines were connected in two places--from
Mutanchiang to Hsiachengtzu; by the ‘Harbin-Suifenho Railway, and
from Linkou to Chihsi by a line constructed by the Japanese for
military purposes. In addition, a single track line from Tungning
looped southward, connecting with the Tumen-Mutanchiang line at
Wangching.

There were no paved roads in eastern Manchuria. Even dirt roads
were few and the most important of these ran more or less parallel
to the two north-south railroad lines, and to the east-west connect-
ing lines. Two major tactical roads extended from Mutanchiang, one
to Tungning eastward to the border, the other northeastward to Hulin,
also near the border. -

Manning this eastward—facing front in July 1945 were the First
Area Army's Third and Fifth Armies, the latter on the left.. On its
extreme left flank the Fifth Army had the 134th Division. The ex~
treme right of the area of the Third Army extended into Korea (see
belbw), and on its right flank was the Thirty-fourth Army (organized
on 17 June 1945) which was enﬁirely in Korea and directly under the
Kwantung Army. |

Cperational Planning

The vast area contfolled by the First Area Army gave it a front
facing the USSR approximately 800 miles in length. Operational
planning had never been based on defending every inch of the border,

however, since vast stretches of the border terrain were tbtally un-
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suited for military operations.24 As one of the "essentials of
operations," therefore, the First Area Army had early adopted a con-
cept of defending only key sectors. It was as a‘result of this con-
cept that the strongly fortified positions in the Suifenho and the
Pamientung-Tungan sectors had been developed. '

Naturally, this concept left gaps in the front. But the natﬁral
obstacles in the gap areas were sufficiently formidable to‘deter an |
enemy from undertaking major military operations in those sectors;
Besides the natural béundary formed in northeast Manchuria by‘the
Amur and Ussuri Rivers, the vast expanse of swamps and marshlands
beginning at the Amur and extending almost as far south as Tungan‘
accounted for almost one-third of the border. Along the Ussuri .
River border, however, the swamp land begins considerably to the rear

of the border, making an incursion of the border at Hutou very likely.

24. The force necessary to hold every inch of such an extensive
front would be prohibitive. By Japanese tactical principles of de-
fense, one division was to be deployed for every 6 miles of front.

At this rate, the number of divisions that would be required to de-
fend the eastern border alone would be 133, almost half the total
number of divisions that Japan was able to mobilize during the entire
war. Furthermore, the largest force every envisaged for use in all
of Manchuria never exceeded fifty divisions, and the largest ever
planned for use on the eastern front never exceeded twenty. This
number was planned for the Hachi~go plan, the most ambitious of the
many Japanese plans for Manchuria. It called for the deployment of
twenty divisions on the eastern front and fifteen each on the north-
ern and eastern front. However, this plan was offensive in concept,
the objective being the capture of the territory east of Lake Baikal.
This plan was drawn up in 1938 for implementation in 1943. It was
never used. ‘
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In view of this, strong points with emplaced guns of very large
caliber had been constructed in the vieinity of Hutou.25 |

Between the Tungan area and the Pamientung area stretched the
fortifications described above. South of these latter-day fortifi-
cations was an area éf impenetrably dense forest reaching south to
the northern extension of the Suifenho fértifications, the earliest
and stoutest. South of the Suifenho fortifications and extending
into the mountains of Koréa stretches another heavily forested region..
Aside frém the kéy defepse sectors, outpost positions‘or resistance
nests had begn constructed at various points along the border, es-
pectally at points where the Soviets had created incidents at one
time or another. (See Sketch No 3, Terrain Analysis)

Another "essential ofvoperations" that apéeared in almost every
First Area Army plan was the differentiation betwéen/the operaﬁional
roles of "main forces" and "elements." Elements normélly manned the
front line strong points; main forces were generally concentrated in
areas where‘decisife battles were expected to take place. This dif-
ferentiation was made also by armies and divisions in their planning.
The principal use of elements by both armies and divisions was to

station them in the long-established border fortifications in their

25. The map of Manchuria prepared by the Army Map Service, scale
1/2,000,000, 1950, shows Hulin at the border. The Japanese renamed
this 01ty Hutou, and built another c1ty about 30 miles to the south~
west and called it Hulln.
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respective sectors. These elements in tu?n supplied personnel for

the many lookout posts that dotted the border zone. In all dperation-
al plans drawn up after Septembér 1944, the elements deployed iﬁ
these fortifications constituted the first, but not the major, line

of defense. Although comparatively small in numbers, their fortifi-
cations gave them advantages not enjoyed by the main force.

Operational Plans

In drawing up operational plans the First Area Army generally
followed a broad qutline prepared by the Kwantung Army. Whenever
it learned that higher headquartefs was discussing a change in
operational plans it would initiate a draft of plans along similar
lines, not waiting for the formal outline to arrive. In this way it
kept pace with higher Headquarters. When in mid 1944, for example,
Kwantung Army realized that offensive operations were no longer
possible and began formulating a plan for holding operations, the
First Area Army followed the same course, so that by the time the
Kwantung Army plan was approved on 18 September 1944 and a copy
furnished to subordinate commands, the First Area Army had already
drawn up an outline of a holding plan for the eastern front.

A1l First Area Army plans drawn up during this period called
for elements to defend the border area utilizing the fortifications
there. As to the positions to be held by the main force, the plans

differed somewhat. In a plan drafted during September 1944, main
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forces were to hola thg’Pamientung—Suiyang—Tungning and the Lishuchen~
Linkou sectors. In a plan drawn up towards the end of’19hh and dis-
tributed to subordinate co@mandsgduring February 1945, the Hoeryong-
Tumen-Hunchun sectdr'was added as a main force position in Third
Army's sector on the right. 1In this plan provision was made, in
the event of an enemy advance, for the area army to gradually shift
its line of resistance rearward; with Tumen as the anchor of the lihe,
it was to swing first to a line through Lake Chingpo to Fangcheng,
then to a line connecting with Tunhua. (See Sketch No 4, Major De-
fense Lines of First Area Army.) This was done in conformance with
Kwantung Army's plan of putting up final resistance in Manchuria in
the area which, with Hsinking as its vortex, extended eastward to
Tumen and southward to Dairen. |

Upon closer examination of this plan, First Area Army Head-
quérters found that the central sector of Pamientung-Suiyang~Tungning
was too long to be defended with available forces. It decided, there-
fore, to move the main defense line about 35 miles to the rear to a
line connecting Chihsing (south of Linkou); the mountain ridges west
of Pamientung, Muleng, Tachienchang, and Lotzukou. This would
reduce the 82-mile length of the central front sector to about 52A
miles. No change was to be made in the southern front sector.

During April 1945 Kwantung Army notified the First Area Army
that it was recommending to Imperial General Headquarters the

abandonment of the holding plan and the adoption of the delaying
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plan shelved in September 1944. Immediately upon receipt of this
information First Area Army HeadquafterS‘began to draw up a delaying
operational plan, and alerted its subordinaté commands accofdingly.
After Imperial General Héadquarters approval was received, Kwantung
Army changed the mission ;f the First Area Army to‘one of conducting
delaying operations in eastern Manchuria. |

. The delaying plan, though somewhat similar to the hblding plan
since both were defensive in nature, differed in several respects.
Many of the steps taken since the.adéption of the holding plan were
equally valid for the delaying plan. The disposition‘of troops was
to remain the same. FElements would still man border fortificationms,
and main forces would still take up positions to the rear. The im-
portant differences were that no last ditch stand was to be made in
position,'ahd provision was made for withdrawal to new positions.
In this lay the principal difference between the two plans. For the
First Area Army tﬁis meént that two-operaﬁional bases would have to
be prepared in the redoubt, one at Tunhua and the other at Antu.

The missions assigned to various units in this plan stipulated
that elements of each unit were‘to utilize the fortifications in
the first line of defense and to destroy the enemy at the border.
The missions assigned to the main force of the Third Army were to
take up positions in thg Hoeryong, Tumen, and Hunchun sectors, and
to destroy the enemy. %The main body of the 128th Division was to

take up positions in tﬁe sector of Lotzukou and Tachiénchang' between

\
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the Third and Fifth Armies to cover the imner flank of both armies.
The main force of the Fifth Army was to occupy positions in the
sectors west of Muleng west’of Pamieﬁtung; and south of Linkou.

The mission assignéd to the 134th Division, deployed on the left
flank of the Area Army, was to delay the enemy who was expected to
launch an invasion along the Sungari River, then offer resistance
sucpessively in the vicinities of Chiamussu and Fangchéng, finally
witﬁdrawing to the Chiaoho area via Imienpo, at the same time cover-
ing the left fiank of the Area Army. In the rear areas, the 1224
Division was to take uﬁ positions on both bariks of Lake Chingpo to

cover the retreat of the Area Army during the final stages of
.operations;i The 139th Division was to construct positions for the
Area Army's final stand in the vicinity of Tunhua.

Other chénges adopted during the transition from a holding plan
to a delaying plan were: the northern half of Hamyong Pukto in
north Korea, including the units stationed there (79th Division,
101lst Mixed Segiment, and the Najin Fortress Garrison Unit) were to
be placed under the command of Third Army;2® the fromt of the Third
Army was to be most strongly fortifigd to become the right flank

pivoting point of the Area Army; no limited offensives were to be

26. These units passed to Kwanbung Army control on 10 June 1945.
No exact information can be obtained regarding the manner in which
north Korea gradually came under Kwantung Army jurisdiction and con-
trol, because available documents do not mention specific areas.
According to the "best judgments" of consultants, only the northern
part of Hamyong Pukto province was placed under Kkwantung Army juris-
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undertaken in the area of the Third Army because they would be un-
remunerative and would detract from the strength needed in sub-
sequent operations elsewhere; units and operations in the Sanchiang
area were to be placed under the direct control of the Area Army
during wartime, but for peacetime preparations the units (principal-
ly the 134th Division) and area would remain under the control of
Fifth Army; the lst Mobile Brigade was not given a separate sector
but was to be disposed in the area around Langchi (southeast of
Lotzukou), where the terrain allows the widest scope of action, and
was to be attached to Third Army; and the 128th Division and 1324
Independent Mixed Brigade upon the opening of hostilities were to
be grouped under the commander of the 128th Division (Lt Gen
Yoshishige'Mizuhara) and assigned directly to the Area Army, but
until then were to remain as separate commands under the Third Army.

These modifying instructions were furnished to each Army during

diction on 18 Sep L44i. Orders issued on 30 May refer to the Kwantung
Army's mission in "northern Korea" and to the Seventeenth Area Army's
mission in "central and southern Korea." The term "northern Korea"
is believed to mean the four northern provinces of Korea. On this
date the "Outline of the Plan for Operations against the USSR in
Manchuria and Korea" was issued, and although this document is not
available, it is believed to have specifically mentioned the four
northern provinces. (Pertinent documents are Army Department Orders
Nos 1130, 1131, and Army Directive No 2164, all dated 18 Sep 4L, Army
Department Orders No 1245, 6 Feb 45, Army Department Orders Nos 1338,
1339, 1340, all dated 30 May 45.) Orders No 1374, 9 August placed
the entire Seventeenth Area Army under the Kwantung Army. The editor
assumes that the Kwantung Army received limited jurisdiction over all
forces in Korea on 18 Sep 44, the llmltatlon being on matters relat-
ing to preparations against the USSR.
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April, and later in the month First Area Army Headquarters conducted
"table-top" maneuvers to determine the effectiveness of thefnew plan
and the missions assigned to units. These exercises were attended
ioy staff officers from the Third and Fifth Armies and from the Area
Army itself. Controversy aroused regarding the right and left flanks
of the Area Army left seve?al questions open for further examination.
Meanwhile, First Area Army Headquarters was confronted with
other problems connected with the transitidnlfféﬁ a holding to a
delaying plan. Enommous stockpiles of war supplies in the border
areas had to be removed to the rear, requiring additional transpor-
tation. Road improvement projects under way had to be re-evaluated,
and those considered unessential for defensive operations abandoned,
for example the road from Muleng to Tungning, and from Tungning to
Shihtou (south of Ningan). A communications net had to be establish-
ed at Tunhua to which the Area Army was to fall back. In addition,
the training of troops was hampered by the lack of competent inst-
ructors as well as by the indecision to change the operational plan,
and the fear that an abrupt change to defensive training might dis-

close operational pla.ns.z.'7

27. Another problem created dealt with the settlement of border
disputes. Following the Wuchiatzu incident, Kwantung Army drew up a
"Guide for the Defense of the Manchurian-Soviet-Mongolian Border."
(See pages 82-87, Monograph 138.)
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CHAPTER ITI

Composition of Major Units

General Structure

On 26 September 1944, when General Seiichi Kita?sassumed
command, the First Area Army consisted principally of six divisions,
one cavalry brigade, and seven border garrison units. The divisions |
were, in Third Army, the 12th, 111th, and 112th; in Fifth Army, the
11th and 25th. The 7lst Division was under the direct command of . |
the Area Army. All of these divisions except the 112th were first-
class divisions and were déstined‘shortly to be transferred from
Manchuria. The border garfison units (the 1lst, 2d, 3d, 4th, 9th,
11th, and 12th) were destined to be used as the nucleus of some of
the new divisions that would be organize@ to replace the first-
class divisions. - (Chart No 1 shows the organization of the First
Area Army in Septémber i9hh.)

At tﬁe beginning of August 1945, the month of the Soviet in-
vasion, the First.Area Army consisted of ten divisions, plus several
'indebendent units: one mobile brigade, one mixed brigade, one mixed

regiment, and two garrison units of regimental size. This constituted

28. General Kita had commanded the Twelfth Army in North China.
From there served bridfly on the Army General Staff in Tokyo. He
assumed command of the First Area Army on 26 Sep 44. In August
1945 he was taken captive by the Soviets. During 1951 word was
received in Japan from a repatriated POW that General Kita had died
in captivity. ; ‘ :
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almost half of the tactical éﬁrength “orf the Kwantung Army. With
auxiliary and supply units tﬁe First Area Army had a personnel
strength of approximateiy 166,000?9 ‘
Although the intervening year had irought little change in the

numerical strehgth of the,Areé Army it brought about vast changes
in qualitative strength. None of the First Area‘Army's major tactical
units had been in existence more than seven months, except the 112th
Division and the 1st Mobile Brigade which had come into existence
about a year prior to the outbreak of hostilities. Six of the di-
visiqns had drawn their pérsonnel from recruited Japanese residents
in Manchuria formefly deferred. The remainder of the divisions and
other major tactical ﬁnits had been organized from border garrison
units or rear echelon units; this included the 79th Division, the
101st Mixed Regiment, and the Najin Fortress Garrison Unit which,
however, had been transferred intact to the Area Army on 10 June
1945, | |

” None of the Area Army units had had any combat experience;

-None was up to authorized strength and none was fully equippéd.

.29, The other principal tactical units were assault (raiding)
units and independent artillery regiments. One raiding unit (in-
fantry battaiion size) were assigned to each of the following
divisions: 112th, 122d, 124th, 126th, 127th, 128th, 134th, 135th,
139th. One artillery regiment (three battalion size, 36 pieces)
was assigned to the 124th, 126th, 127th, and 128th Divisions, since
these divisions had no divisional artillery and were not stationed
near artillery units.
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Although there were ten divisions compared with six during the
preceding year, the number of garrison units had dropped from
seven to two. And all of the new divisions, except the 79th (and
the 132d Independent Mixed Brigéde) were from 25% to 50% under-
strength., The 128th Division, for example, with an authorized
strength of 23,000 had only 12,634. Almost none of the commanders
had been with their units a year. |
At the time of the Soviet invasion, therefore, the First Area

Army was a rel#tively new command. Aside from its newness, it had
had scarcely any time for welding the various units under its com~
‘mand into an effective fighting machine. The Area Army's attention
had been engaged by other activities, such as arranging for the
transfer of its long-established elite units to Pacific fighting
areas, organizing and training new units, and constructing new
fortifications. In almost every respect the First Area Army was
below standards. |

| The Headquarters of the First Area Army was located in Mutan-
chiang City.‘ Tts major subordinate commands were the Third Army
* with headquarters at Yenchi, and the Fifth Army with headquartérs

in Yehho.30 Under the Area Army's direct command were the 122d,

30. Until April 1945, when the Kwantung Army decided that at
the outset of hostilities Tungan Province would be abandoned, Fifth
Apmy Headquarters was located in Tungan City. A%t this time the
boundary between Third and Fifth Armies was moved southward about
35 miles. ' :



134th, and 139th Divisions.

Of the three divisions under the,Afea Army's direct command,
only the 134th had been formed from tac£i¢31 units, possibly ex-
plaining its assignment to the front. Its source of personnel were
the 78th Independent Mixed Brigade, the Fuchin Garrison Unit, and
the 1l4th Border Garrison Unit. The division was organized during
July~-August 1945 and was stationed in the Chiamussu area.31 Its
commander was Lieutenant Geheral Jin Izeki. Although directly
under the First Area Army, the 134th Division was attached to the
Fifth Army for operational preparations until the outbreak of

~hostilities.

Both.the 122d and 139th Division were deployed in the rear
areas. The 122d was detailed to construct covering positions in
near Lake Chingpo, and the 139th to construct redoubt defenses in
the Tunhua area. The 122d Division, organized during February
1945, was formed from recruits while the 139th Division; which was
not formed until July-August 1945, drew its personnel from the 77th,
79th, and 80th Guard Units. Personnel in units directly under the

Area Army totaled 55,000.

31. Until July 1944, Sanchiang Province was garrisoned by the
10th Division. It was replaced by the 7lst Division which garrisoned
the area until its transfer in February 1945. Pending the assignment
of another division to the area, it was garrisoned by the Fuchin
Garrison Unit and other smaller elements.
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Third Army (See Map No 2.) ‘

The Thlrd Army, since 22 November 1944 commanded by Lieutenant
General Keisaku Murakami, had four div131ons--thé 79th, 112th, 127th,
and 128th~-and the 1lst Mobile Brigade, the 1324 $ndependent Mixed
Brigade, the 10lst Mixed Regiment, and.the Najin Fortress Garrison’”
Unit (regimental size). Personnel in units assigned to Third’Army
totaled 50,000. | | |

The 79th Division was one of the uﬁits acquiredipy Third Army
from the Séﬁenteenth Area Army (Korea) on 10 June l9h;. It had been
organized at Naﬁam, Korea, from the 19th Depot Division on 10 March
1945. It was tfansferred‘to Tumen, acrdss the Korea-Manchuria border,
at the end of July;' Its commander was Lieutenant General Teisho Ota.

The 112th Divi;ion_had been organized in August 1944 from newly-
recruited personnel, and its madn body stationed near Hunchun with
a plan to withdraw to Michiangtun; ‘The division was commanded by
Lieutenant General Jigizo Nakamura. |

The 127th and 12§§h Divisions were two of the eight divisiond
organized during January-February 1945 from newly-recruited peréonnel
and. cadres from vérious border garrison units to givevthe Kwantung
Army‘thé semblance of strength. - The 127th, commanded by Lieutenant
General Ryutaro Koga, was stationed near Pataochotzu, not far from

the Korea border, and the l28th commanded by Lieutenant General
Yoshlshlge Mizuhara, at Lotzukon.32

32. The 128th Division replaced the 120&h\D1v1310n in March 1945,
which in turn had replaced the 12th Division 1n5December 194&.
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The 1st Mobile Brigade had completed its organization toward
the end of- August 1944. Tt consisted of picked troops and was to
be assigned special missions. For this reason its training wﬁs
supervised dlrectly by Kwantung Army Headquarters. In June 1945
it was transferred from K1r1n to the Shihliping area and placed
under Thiyd Army.

The 132d Independent Mixed Brigade, consisting mainly of four
infantry and one raiding battalions'plus three artillery cémpanies,
had been organized on 10 July 1945 from elements of the lst, 2d,
and 11th Bordér Garrison Units.” Tt was stationed at Tungning with
the miss10n of defendlng the border in that area.

The 10lst Mixed Regiment and the Najin Fortress Garrison Unit,
likevthe 79th Division, were acquired from tﬁe Seventeenth Area
Vﬁrmy on 10 June 1945. The 10lst Mixed Regiment was stationed near
Chonghak, and the Najin Garrison Unit at Najin, both in Korea.
Fifth Army (See Map No 2.) |

The Fifth Army’s principal units were the 124th, 126th; and
135th Divisions and'the 15th Border Garrison Unit (regimental size).
It was commanded by Lieutenant Géneral Noritsune Shimizu who had |
assumed command on 17 June 1944. Personnel in uulis aséigned to
Fifth Army totaled 55,000

The 124th and 126th Divisions were also organized from Japa-
nese residents in January-February 1945 to give the Kwantung Army

the semblance of a powerful force. The 124th Division, although



initially assigned to Third Army, was transferred to Fifth Army
shortly after it was orgaﬁized; the division was commanded by
Lieutenant General.Masatake Shiina, and its main body was sfationed
near Muleng. The 126th, whbse main body was near Pamientung, was
commanded by Lieutenant General Kazuhiko Nomizo. >

The 135th Division had been organized during July-August 1945
from the 77th Independent Mixed Brigade, 3d and 4th Border Garrison
Units, and the 46th Guard Unit.‘ It was commanded by Lieutenant
General Yoichi Hitomi, and its main body stationed near Tungan.Bh

The 15th Border Garrison Unit had been organized during July
1945 from éléments of the 4th Border Garrison Unit. It consisteqd
principally of one infantry battalion and two artillery compénies,
and gérrisaned the Hutou border fortifications. Among its weapons -
were several emplaced guns of'large caliber, including one 410-mm
howitzer..\Its mission was to sever the trans-Siberian railﬁay near
Iman which was within its rénge, and to place interdictory fife‘on
enemy positions to the rear of Iman to prevent the massing of Soviet

force there. (Chart No 2 shows the organization of the First Area

Army in August 1945.)

33. The 124th Division while in the Third Army's sector had
replaced the 111th Division in March 1945. The 111th, in turn, had
replaced the 8th Division in July 1944. The 126th Division replaced
the 25th Division in March 1945.

34. The 135th Division replaced the 11th Division which was
transferred in March-April 1945. Until the 135th Division was organ-
ized the area was garrisoned by the 77th Independent Mixed Brigade.
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»* Under control of Fifth Army for operational preparations
until outbregk of hostilities.

#%* Transferred to direct command of First Area Army at out-
break of hostilities, at which time the 132d Inde-
- pendent Mixed Brigade was assigned to the 128th
" Division.

##% Assigned to Third Army in June 1945.

p- Aagigned, to Third Army when northern Hamyong Pukto was
“included in the operational area of Kwantung Army.
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CHAPTER IV

Status of Preparations35

Fortifications

In addition to attempting to keep in readiness the old fortifi;
cations in the border zones, the First Area Army was busy during this
period pushing to completion new fortifications, particularly in
the positions to be used by the main foreces, and those in cities
and towns, in the redoubt area, in'North Korea, and in the Area
Army's operational bases. None of this work, however, was in
satisfactory condition at the time of the Soviet'invasion.

To begin with, the fortifications in the bofder zones had
gradually been stripped of machine guns, artillery pieces, and other
weapons in order to equip newly-organized forces. Stocks of ammuni-
tion kept in the fortified areas had dwindled. As a result these
border positions were considerably weakened.

Construction of fortifications in the newly-designated positions
to be used by main forces in accordance w;th the operational plan
was‘begun in March 1945. In carrying out this work emphasis was
placed on underground defenses in view of the enemy's superior

capability for artillery and air bombardment. Although this work

'35, More detailed information on the status of preparations in
each unit 'is provided in subsequent chapters.
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was pushed, itvwas hirdered by the shortage of mason's tools and
dynamite, and required more time than was expected.! éy the timé
the Soviet Union entered the war, although almoéﬁ all caves for
emplacing large guns had been completed in each position, other
important installations such as communication trenches, field
positions, and, what ﬁas particularly important, tank ohstacles,
were in imperfect condition.

As regards the fortification of Manchurian cities and towns
which were scattered in an area of extensive depth and would con-
stitute the strongpoints for sustained warfare, and also as regards
the construction of positionskin the Tunhua and Antu sectors which
would constitute the redoubt for the Area Army, no work had been
begun by the c¢lose of Juiy becaunse of the shortage of manpower and
maférials. The only thing completed by this time was the recon-
naissance of the intended locations for positions.

Fortification of the North Korea sector which had only recently

-come under Kwantung Army jurisdiction was somewhat behind schedule.
The Area Army Commander conducted an inspection of this sector short-
1y after he was given control of this area, and as a result of his
encéuragement4and that of the Third Army Commander the work gradually
took on a’definite shape;

To accelerate the construction of positions by the 122d Division
in the sector bordering on both banks of Lake Chingpo, the 6th Unit

(about three infantry battalions and one motor transport company)
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of the Manchurian National Army located in the vicinity of Mutan-
chiang was placed under the 122d Division.

Revisions in Logistical Planning

To bring the logistical plan in line with the new operational plah,
First Area Army had to consider relocating its supply installations,
including its depots and dumps and those of the Third and Fifth Armies.
In view of previous plans for offensive operations, most of these had
been establiéhed in forward areas. But with the adoption of the plan
for delaying orerations, a plan was worked out to move them rearward.
This applied not only to the depots and dumps as units but also to the
supplies stored therein. Accordingly, a withdrawal schedule was drawn
up, but before it could be fully met for any item of supply, hostilities
commenced.

Kwantung Army Headquarters had hoped that the enemy could be de-
layed for about three months, but from a logistical viewpoint--especial-
ly as regards ammunition and fuel--it was realized that one month was
all that could be expected before the defenders would have to withdraw
to the redoubt astride the Manchurian-Korean border.

From the First Area Army's viewpoint it was necessary to develop
tﬁo supply bases in the redoubt area, one in the Tunhua vicinity, the
other at Antu. Within the Tunhua area, supplies were to be dispersed
in three sectors: the sector south of Lake Chingpo, the vicinity of
the airfield at Shahoyen, and the Tunhua sector itself. Ttems most
needed were arms, ammunition, and medical supplies, and.although the
movement of all subplies was to begin simultaneously, priority was
assigned to these items.

Supply installations under the Area Army's direct control (hos-
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pitals, construction units, and depots for transport, ammunition, food,
clothing, medical and veterinary supplies) began to move to the Tunhua
area during April.. By the time hostilities opened the percentage of

principal types of supplies move to the Tunhua installations was rough-

ly as follows:

Arms and ammunition 502
Medical supplies 50%
Veterinary supplies 30%
Food and clothing . =  10-20%

The problem of provisioning Antu with food and fodder was>investi-
gated jointly with Manchukuoan Government authorities, from whom much
of these provisions had to be purchased. In addition to looking into
the matter of stockpiling provisions, investigations considered moving
civilian-owned weapons repair shops in Tunhua, Chilin, and Yenchi to
the Antu base. Before any visible results could be achieved in pro-
visioning this base, however, the Soviet invasion began.

Third and Fifth Armies were to move their depots beginning in
April also. The depots concerned maintained stocks of food, fodder,
'dlothing, fuel, arms, and ammunition, and also medical and veterinary
supplies. Third Army depots in the vicinity of Hunchun and Tungning
ﬁére to withdraw to the vicinity of the Army's new headquarters at
Yenchi. Fifth Army depots in the vieinity of Suiyang, Tungan, and
Chihsi were to withdraw to the area around Mutanchiang and Tunhua.

In view of the supply support that would be needed while the Area
Army was withdrawing, however,:branch depots of some classes of supply

were to be established at Shitou and at Imienpo.
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No breakdown of the types of supplies actuélly moved by the
armies 1s available. Generally speaking, however; the volume moved
back by Fifth Army by 9 August was between 70 and 80 per cent, and
by Third Army appréximately 50 per 'cent.

Meanwhile, during April medical agencies of the area army and
both armies began a rapid evacuation of patients to rear areas. By
the close of July no patients remained iﬁ forward area hospitals.

Communications (See Sketch No 5)

From the decision to put ﬁp only nominal resistance in Sanchiang,
the northernmost of the eastern front provinces, stemmed the reqﬁire—
ment that the Headquarters of the FirstkArea Army and of the Third
and Fifth Armies move south where a more determined defense was to be
‘méde.\ The plan called for First Area Army Headquarters to move to
Tunhua, for Third Army Headquarters to move to Yenchi, and for Fifth
Army Headquarters to move to Yehho. These moves could not be made,
however, until the communications network was adjusted so as to
permit communications between higher and lower headquarters.

The main communications link between Kwantung Army Headquarters
in Hsinking and First Area Army Headquarters ét Mutanchiang was
principally an underground cable via Harbin and, secondarily, over-
head wires viévChilin, Tunhua, Yenchi, Tumen, and Tungchingcheng.

By moving to Tunhua, First Area'Army Headquarters could maintain

contact with Hsinking by this secondary link,‘which consisted of
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more than twenty overhead wires and which for great distances follow-
ed the railroad tracks.

First Area Army Headquartérs had no voice radios. While at Mutan-
chiang, it maintained forward communication with Fifth Army Headquarters
by memns of overhead wires strung to Tungan via Linkou, and with Thirad
Army Headquarters at Yehho (just across the river) by several adequate
methods. It also had direct wires to the 134th Division at Chiamussu.
Contact with the 128th Division at Lotzukou was by wireléss telegraph.

A signal regiment for serviecing comﬁunications installations was
attached to the Area Army and stationed near Mutanchiang.

Before First Area Army could move its headquarters to Tunhua, it
had to transfer the center of the communication netwérk from Mutanchiang
to Tunhua. Between Tunhua and Mutanchiang, direct lines connected Tung-
chingcheng with Mutanchiang, but no wires connected Tunhua with Tung-
chingcheng. To close this gap, therefore, and provide direct lines
from Tunhua all the way to Mutanchiang, sixteen wires were laid between
Tunhua and Tungchingcheng. This was the principal signal installation
needed to permit the Area Army Headquarters to communicate with Fifth
Army Headquarters. This work was completed in early August. As for direct
-coﬁmunication with Third Army Headquarters, the secondary o&erhead link
from Hsinking to Mutanchiang ran through Tunhua and Yenchi and would be
anple. |

Communications with the 134th Division in Chiamussu and the 128th Di-
vision in Lotzukou would have to be the same from Tunhua as it had been

from Mutanchiang, wire to Chiamussu and wireless telegraph to Lotzukou.
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However, since the 134th Division was to withdraw to Fangcheng during
oberations, communications from Tunhua to Fangcheng would also have
to be by wireless telegraph. First Area Army Headquarters had almost
no confidence in its wireless contacts with these two places, a con-
dition created partly by the fact that wireless equipment in those
areas was operated by inexperienced personnel.

Since Fifth Army Headgﬁarters was to move to Yehho, forward
communications would be as good as they were while Third Army Head-
quarters was there: wireless to the outpost at Hutou where the 15th
Border Garrison'Unit‘was’stationed, wire to the 135th Division at
Tungan, and wireless to the 124th Division at Muleng and 126th Division
west of Pamientung. To improve communications withtthe lafter division,
however, signal units began to lay wire to Pamientung; this was the -
second major wire installation preparatory to the moves.

Forward communication for the Third Army Headquarters from its
new base at Yenchi were adequate for contacting the 112th Division
in Hunchun and the 79th Division in Tumen. However, for the lst
Mobile Brigade at Shihliping and for the 127th Division at Patachotzu
wires had to be laid, the third and fourth installations required
preparatory to the ﬁove.

By mid-April changes in the communications network to permit
the Third Army Headquarters to move. were completed, and on the 25th

it vacated Yehho and moved to Yenchi. Soon‘afterwards, Fifth Army
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Headquarters moved,into'Yehho.:

Although it was urgent that the Aréa Army Heaqquarters move to
its new base in Tunhua, it had 'to reﬁain at Mutanchiang until the
communication network centering around Tunhua could be completed.

Tt did not move until 10 August. Earlier, however, it established an
advance command post at Tunhua.
Training

From the time of the receipt of the operafional plan until the
beginning of hostilities, training was conducted concurrently with
the construction of fortifications. After the issuance of the. re-
vised Combat Manual of the Kwantung Army in June, training was pat-
terned after the principles laid down in the manual, emphasizing
particularly actions against afmored units, raiding tactics, and
antiaircraft defenses.. In addition, lessons learned from the baﬁtlés
of the Pacific war were incorporated into training schedules and
applied in traiﬁing exercises; these lessons pertained to the con-~
,structionhof fortifications as well as to tacties. At the same time,
the First Area Army introduced several specialized subjects into the
training‘programs‘for units scheduied to be transferred to other
~ areas.

Border Garrisoning

During the period of the Soviet build-up in Siberia which be-
gan after the end of the war with Germany, Soviet forces along the

Manchurian border began to show an increasingly challenging attitude.
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On about 20 July 1945 Soviet troops crossed the border at
Chiungshan, south of Panchiehho. For almost one week more thgn
300 of them were engaged in constructing fortifications inside the
boidgp at distances ranging from 100 to 300 meters and with a front-
age of approximately 500 meters. This bold action not only display-
ed é flagrant disregard fbr Japanese troops in the area but also
showed the hostile intent of the Soviets.

Farther north along the border, at Kanhsiatun, 40 kilometers
‘south of Hutou, Soviet troops tresspassed the border at several
points dn 5 August. Within view of our thirty-man observation team,
about twenty Soviet officers approached the Ussuri River Border in
motor vehicles, observing the Manchurian terrain through binoculars.
About 100 Soviet infantrymen then crossed the river and commenced
firing at our observation team from a distance of 500 or 600 meters;
Our team restrained themselves and did not return the fire. As
night fell, the Soviets showed little intention of retreating, and
lay prone onvthe grass.

Fifth Army Headquarters dispatched one of its staff officers,
Colonel Akiji Kashiwada, to the area to observe the situation for
awhile. On the following day, however, information was received
indicating that no Soviet troops were observed in the area; appar-
ently,vthey had withdrawn dufing the night. Consequently, the Fifth
Army staff officer was recalled. |

During these provocative incidents our border troops, in com-
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pliance with Kwantung Army reguldtions, reffaiﬁed from any positive
actions. Nevertheless, throughoﬁt tﬁe’incidents our troops remained
vigilant. This alone was apparently sufficient to prevent a recur-
\rence or at least to -limit the scope of the incidents.

Changes in Strength and Materiel

The organization of new forces in February 1945 and the mass
mobilization of all available manpower in July of the same year had
practically exhausted all sources of personnel. During this periodv
an almost complete turnover héd~taken place, both as regards units
and personnel. Elite units had been transferred and in their place
came newly-formed units; with these elite units went most of the
experienced personnel, and these were replaced largely by recruits.

With the tran#fer of troops from Manchuria went also large .
quantities of weapons and ammunition. By the summer of 1945, sup- |
plies of arms and materiels in the First Area Army had become so
scanty that guns négessary to equip newly-organized artillery units
had to be obtained by dismantling gun emplacements at border fortifi-
catiqns. Since even this expediency provided an insufficient number
of guns,\the weapons of artillery units in some cases were supple-
mented by mortars, some of whiCh had to be manufactured locally.

In such casés,.though the units may have had enougp»weapons, the
types of weapons varied}

To remedy the shortage of swords and bayonets, various expedi-

encies were taken,'such{as»forging them out of the springs of
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scrapped motor vehicles. Even with the adoption of such expediencies,

however, about one-third of communication zone personnel were left

without bayonets.

Combat Effectivenéss

Aside from the fact that almost half of the tactical units of
the First Area Army (lBAth, 135th, 139th Divisions, 15th Border
Garrison Unit, and the 1324 Iﬁdependent Mixed Brigade) did no§
begin to be organized until just one month pfior to the outbreak
of hostilities, each existing division was under strength. Further-
more, the recruits brought into the new units had had no pfior
military training, and the ability and morale of officers left much
to be desired. A great deal of effort was yet needed to organize
the new units and to whip the existing divisions into efficient
fightihg units.

In addition to the shortage of artillery weabdns, there weré
virtually no antitank guns, and almost all infantryguns were obsolete
models. The number of heavy and light machine guns and grenade dis-
chargefs was less than half of the‘amdunts authorized. Ammunition
amounted to slightly more than 100 rounds pef rifle aﬁd 500 to 600
rounds per field artillery piece. Automobile fuel available for
the entire Area Army amounted to 6,950 kiloliter, light oil to 764
kiloliter.

Provisions in the First Area Army were ample. Based on the

number of days one standard division could be sustained there were
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enough stéple rations to feed one division for 8,200 dag's, enough
suppiementary rations for 4,800 days, enough Manchurian rations
(kaoliang, millet, wheat flour) for 5,300 days,sé_and enough forage
for 8,000 horses for 9,000 days.

On the basis of the First Afea Army's quality of troops, organ-
ization, equipment, and training, its coﬁbat effeétiveness was
estimated to. be equal to that of 2.‘.75 first-rate divisions. The
estimated combat effectiveness of units was:

. Per cent of

Unit ‘ Combat Effectiveness

79th Division 55
112th Division 35
122d Division v 35
124th Divisien o 35
126th Division 20
127th Division = = 20
128th Division 20
134th Division 15
135th Division 15
139th Division ‘ 15
1324 Indep Mixed Brigade “10

The effectiveness of operational preparations was hindered by
the fact that while considerable progress had been made on under-

ground fortifications in the'tﬁree months prior to August, scarcely

36. These three figures show an abundance of provisions in the
First Area Army, an abundance prevalent throughout Manchuria, the
"storehouse of the Japanese Army." = They can roughly be equated, re-
spectively, as 1,281, 750, and 828 US Army theater days of supply.
However, approximately 300,000 Japanese residents also had to be fed
from these stores. ’

57



any above-ground installatipns, such as positions for hsavy weapons,
~cqmmunication trenches,.aﬁd obstacles, had been completed. Perhaps
. the greatest hindrance wﬁs»that the ponétruction of roadblocks had
to be delayed in order to keep the main roads open to tfaffic as
long as possible. This accounted partly for the failure, when
operations began, to delay enemy armored columns. Our preparedhess
to meet the enemy was further hindered by the fact that when mﬁin
forces withdrew to construct néw positions for the main liﬁe‘of de-
fense, they left approximately one—fhird of their principal firearms
in barracks areas to be used in training recruits. Furthermore,
because of the lack of storage space near the new pqsitions, large
quantities of ammunition stocks were also left in ﬁhe barracks areas
by each unit. Hence, when hostilities began these éupplies ﬁere
between the forward elements and the main forces at the new positions,

but were immediately available to neither.
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' CHAPTER V

First Area Army Operations on Rastern Front

Opening of Hostilities

A little after midnight of 8-9 August 1945 (it had been raining
heafily during the night) a report from the Fifth Army stated that
its positions in the Hutou area were under attack by Soviet artillery.
This was followed by another report from Third Army stating that its
positions in the Wuchiatzu area were being shelled by enemy artillery.
The Area Army immediately relayed these reports to Kwantung Army
Headquartefs and summoned personnel of its own}heédqﬁarters to their
offices. Iﬁzhaqinot as yet definitely ascertained ﬁhat an all-out
invasion had begun.

As more and more reports came in, however, some of them stating
that hostile planes were making sorties deep into Manchuria, First
Area Army Headquarters concluded that the enemy was attacking in
earnest along £hé4entiré'border and that the invasion had begun.
Wasting no time, Headquarters telephoned Operational Order No 1 to
the Third and Fifth Armies, the 122d and 139th Divisions, the 134th
and 128th Divisions, and also to smaller gnits under its direct
command.

Operational Order No 1 placed into effect the plan for delaying
operations, and called upon all units to resist the enemy invasion.

It formally placed the 128th and 134th Divisions under the Area Army's
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direct command and the 1324 Independent Mixed Brlgade directly
under the 128th D1v1szon.

From reports that continued to‘comé ﬁnto thelHeadquarters,
First Area Army learned of the developing situation. Along the
Third Army front the enemy crossed the border at four points:
Shuiliufeng Peak and Wuchiatzu in the 127th Division's sector, and
at Hunchun and Tumentzu in the 112th Division's sector. The enemy
forces that penetrated the border at the base of Shuiliufeng Peak
(430 meters) crossed the Kyonghung Bridge and marched into North
Korea. Those that penetrated the border at Tumentzu (6 miles insidev
the border) were advancing toward the Tuhuangtzu~Chintsang afea;
these towns are respectively 30 and 4O miles from the border. Other
troops gradually pushed toward Tumen by way of Hunchun. To meet the
enemy a&vance, each division of the Third Army took up its respective
positions.

In the 128th Division sector the enemy surged in towards Tungning
(9 miles inside the border) but was checked by the 132d Independent
Mixed Brigade's Tungning Detachment consisting of two infanfry baﬁ—
talions, two field artillery batteries, two heavy artillery batteries
(280-mm howitzer), and two engineer piatoons. The Brigade's main
force, meanwhile, began withdrawing to Tachiengchang. Another enemy
attack farther south, at Paitaoshantzu, was met by a company of the
128th Division.

In the Fifth Army's area, the enemy broke through the border



at six points: Suifenho and Kuanyuehtai in the 124th Division's
sector, Jumonji Pass near the boundary of the 124th and 126th Di-
visions, Chingkulingmiao and Panchiehho in the 126th Division's
sector, and near Hutou in the 135th Division's sector. The most
powerful and speediest thrust in the Fifth Army's area was that
at Suifenho, where armored columns threatened the Suifenho-Mutanchiang-
Harbin railroad and highway, the most important east-west arteries in
eastern Manchuria. All divisions of Fifth Army took up previously
designated positions"to meet the enemy. On the afternoon of the 9th,
however, one major disposition change was made when the Fifth Army
Commander reinforced the 124th Division front with approximately two
infantry battalions from the 135th Division. |

In the narthern sector, the 134th Division confronted enemy
elements pushing along the Sungari River, but was compelled to begin
withdrawing from Chiamussu towards Fangcheng.

Border defense units all along the eastern front of Manchuria
heroically resisted the enemy's opening onslaught. Each continued
to report its situation until commuhications were severed.

One addition was made to the strength of the First Area Army
“on the 9th, when the Kwantung Army assigned the 2d Noncommissioned
Officer Candidate Unit stationed at Shihtou. Notwithstanding the
fitle of this unit, at this time’it consisted only of reserve officer
candidates. The unit was organized into two infantry battalions,'

and one battalion of heavy ﬁeapons. Each battalion had approximate-
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ly 1,000 personnel.

Operations - 10 August

On 10 August, the main force of Thifd Army continued to check
‘the enemy advance in the Tumen area. In the 128th Division sector
north of Third Army the situation was unknown because communications
were temporarily out.

In the Fifth Army area the enemy by the evening of the‘lOth
advanced as far as the Hsiachengtzu-Pamientung-Chihsi line, approxi-
mately twéntyafive miles inside the border. The situation in the
sector occupied by the 124th Division along the Suifenho-Mutanchiang
‘road was becoming critical. In view of the enemy'slmajor armored
thrust in this sector and the threét it posed to ﬁhe important'eést-
west arteries,’the Fifth Army commander during the evening of the
10th ordered the 126th and 135th Divisions to withdraw their main
forces to Yehho, and to leave only small elements in forward areas.
The withdrawal began immediately but was hinderéd by enemy action.

The Army commander reported these withdrawals to General Seiichi
Kita, the Area Army Commander, and asked for any reinforcements that
could be spared. The only divisions not then engaging the enemy
were the l22d and 139th Divisions, Eut neither of these divisions
‘couid be spared: the 122d was rushing to complefion the construction
of“posifions in the Lake Chingpo area, and the 139th was at Tunhua,
'too'far away to be brought up in time to be effecti#e.

The only other unit not engaged was the 2d Noncommissioned
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Officer Candidate Unit, a531gned to the Area Army on the preceding
day. Since this unit was the only reservior of reserve officers
available to the Kwantung Army in the event of a protracted war,

the Area Army Commander hesitated to commit the whole unit for initial
operations. The unexpectedly swift advance of the enemy reported by
hmfﬁwAmy%mﬁwnhwww,mwmsmhamma¢Mt%mml
‘Kita decided to assign part of it to Fifth Army. Accordingly, he
gaaued orders assigning one iﬁfantrj battalion (about 1,000 men),
commanded by Major Araki, to Fifth Army. General Kita also visited
Fifth Army Headquarters to encourage its commander, Lieutenant
General Noritsune Shimizu.

- Following General Kita's return to his headquarters at Mutan-
chiang, he prepared for the schedﬁled,move of First Area Army Head-
quaftérs to Tunhua. Leaving some of his staff officers and enlisted
personnel at Ehtanchiang, he departed for Tuhhua, via Lake Chingpo,
on the evening of the 10th. |

Information from‘the lBAth Division in the north sector of the
Area Army's.frontaWas meagér on the 10th. ‘A report from the Chia-
mussu 81gnal station, however, confirmed ea—lier reports that the

division was withdrawing to Fangcheng.

Operations - 11 to 1 August
:Fr@m.ll to 14 August events moved rapidly. Reports to First
Area Army Headquarters often were sketchy, and the situation was_

sometimes obscure. The cause of this is traceable to both the send-
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ing and receiving ends. bn the one hand, enemy action cut communi-
cations with some units; on the other hand, the newly-installed
communications center at the new headquarters in Hunhua was not
what it should have been.

Enemy pressure continued to be applied in three sectors of the
Third Army front. In north Korea the Najin Fortress Garrison Unit
and the 10lst Mixed Regiment were forced to retreat gradually towards
Musan. The large enemy armored column which had crossed the border
south of Tungning, in the 128th Divisiqn sector, headed for the
Third Army boundary and Chientao Province. On the evening of the
13th it reached Mt Laohei (800 meters). Here the enemy tank force
supported by infantry divided into two units. The unit gsing north
of the mountain began a fierce attack against 128th Division posi-
tions near Lotzukou early the following morning. Colonel Matsuyoshi,
commander of the 128th Division's right sector regiment (284th), and
his men fought desperately to stem the enemy attack, but by evening it
became impossible to hold the positions and the entire division fell
back to its second line of defense in the neighborhood of Huapitientzu.
From_this second defense line the 128th Division fought against a
superior enemy from 16 August until hostilities ceased.

While the attack on Lotzukou was taking place on the morning
of the 14th, the main body of the 132d Independent Mixed Prigade,
which at 1400, ? August had been ordered to withdraw, arrived at

Tachienchang. There it took charge of the 283th Regiment (less one
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battalion) of the 128th Division stationed there. This combined
unit, called the Tachienchang Detachment, took up defense posit ions
in this sector. On the 16th it engaged some hostile tanks sweeping
southward from Muleng and routed them.

The other enemy column, proceeding south of Mt Laohei, continued
in the direction of Chientao Province in the Third Army sector. In
the vicinity of Shihliping the lst Mobile Brigade atﬁacked the column,
repulsing it and inflict ing heavy losseg. The Third Army's main
force, meanwhile, continued to prevent a breakthrough of the Area
Army's right flank, the 79th Division holding its positions near
‘Tumen and the 112th Division delaying the enemy in the sector west
of Hunchun. |

On the Fifth Army front the main body of the enemy armored
force, consisting of no less than two divisions, advanced along the
Suifenho-Mutanchiang road reaching Muleng on the evening of the 1llth.
At dawn on the following day it laid down a heavy artillery barrage
upon our positions on a plateau‘west of Muleng. The enemy followed
through with an attack that finally broke through the 124th Division's
positions, and by the evening the enemy was in front of Motaoshih.

In the vieinity of Motaoshih the Fifth Army Commander on the
11th had deployed the infantry battalion of the 2d Noncommissioned
Officers Candidate Unit, commanded by Major Araki, and reinforced it
with the Intendance Reserve Officer Candidate Unit. . This combined

unit, beginning on the 12th, carried out repeated desperate attacks
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-against an enemy tank unit and succeeded in repulsing it.

North of the breakthrough on the 124th Division's defense line,
the enemy severely attacked our artillery position near Hsiaotushap
on the 13th, A majﬁrity of the offiéers and/men, ineluding Colonel
Matsumura, commander of the 20th Heavy Field Artillery Regiment, and
Colonel Koketsu of the Mutanchiang Heavy Artillery Regiment, died
heroically manning their guns. In the evening the position fell
into the enemy's handé.

On the evening of the 13th the enemy broke through the Motaoshih
position and continued to éttaék Fifth Arm&'s new position stretching
from Yingchitun to an upland south of Hualin via Ssutaoling and 371.
Meter Hill. At this time the rear of the Army's operational zone
was the Mutanchiang River. General Kita, the Area Army Commander,
planned to follow the operational plan and withdraw Fifth Army from
its positionb east of the River at the appropriate‘time, its main
force to a sector south of Lake Chingpo and an element to Hengtaohotzu.
On the evening of the 1lith, while he was studying this problem at the
headquarters in Tunhua, a telephone report was received by Staff
Officer Hiroshi Matsumoto from Staff Officer Akiji Kashiwada of the
Fifth Army. The telephone had been inoperative until this time, and
Staff Officer Kashiwada summed up the situation since the 12th. He
informed Colonel Matsumoto of the enemy breakthrough of the 124th

Division's position at Muleng on the 12th, of the enemy attack on

66



the Ar@y's main position near Yehho on the‘IBth, adding that "today,
(the 1ith) the enemy overran the 126th Division's main positidﬁ in
the vicinity of Aiho and nearly annihilated the divisi&n's artillery."
Colonel Kashiwada ended his report by stating that "the commander of
the Army and all personnel are now ready to die in the area eést of
ﬁhe Mutanchiang River; the fate of the Fifth Army will be decided
tonight or tomorrow."

Aftér receiving this report, Colonel Matsumoto asked Colonel
Kashiwada to hold the phone, and reported the Fifth Army’s situation
to General Kita. After some minuteé,.Coloﬁel Matsumoto fesumed the
telephone conversation, and transmitted the following instructions
from the Area Army Commander:

So#iet forces have broken through the Manchurian
border at several places. The Kwantung Army plans
a protracted war, using the mountainous zone around
Mt Changpaishan and the Manchuria-Korea border zone

as the last redoubt.

The First Area Army plans a long resistance, using
the area around Tunhua as the last redqubt. ‘

The Fifth Army will secure positions east of the
Mutanchiang River as long as possible, and when the
position becomes untenable will gather as many troops
as possible and retire to the vieinity of Tunhua or
Hengtaohotzu.
These instructions took into account the possibility that enemy
pressure mighﬂ prevent the Fifth Army‘from‘withdrawing to Tunhua,

and left to the Army Commander's discretion the decision to with-
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draw, the place to withdraw to, and the timing of the withdrawalo |

In the meantime, Area Army Headquarters ordered the 1224 Di-
vision to haul ammunition, fuel, and other materiel stored in the
Hsinglung and Shihtou sectors for the use of uﬁits directly assigned
to the Area Army, to the rear areas. It also directed»the 1224 and
139th Divisions to take up their defense positions in the Lake
Chingpo and Tunhua areas respectively, the 122d to facilitate tﬁe
withdrawal of the main force of the Fifth Army, and the 139th to
‘hold the enemy. |

The 122d Division, using all available motor transport facili-
ties, did its utmost tg‘carry supplies to the réar, all the time
fending off enemy harassing attacks. An element of its engineer |
unit destroyed two’bridges, one at Ningan, and the other{acros; the
Mutanchiang River, west of Tungchingcheng.

At the time that one infantry battalion of the 2d Noncommission-
ed Officef Candidaﬁe Unit was assigned to Fifth Army, the remainder
of the Unit was assigned to the 122d Division. Commanded by Colonel
Komatsu, this unit consisted of one infantry battalion and one
baitalion'bf?heavy weapons and infantry guns; each battalion had

approximately 1,000 reserve officer candidates who although well

37. Normally, the Chief of Staff (Major General Ryozo Sakurai)
would transmit these instructions. However, since he could not con- -
veniently use the telephone, (he was hard of hearing) he permitted
Colonel Matsumote to transmit them.
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trained wére not fully equipped. On about 13 August, this unit was
detached from the 122d Division and ordére_d to reinforce the Man~
churian troops (three infanfry battalionsr— about 3,000 men) defend-
ing the western shore of Lake Chingpo. Just before this "Koﬁatsu
unit" reached its assigned position, it encountered an enemy tank
force racihg down the left bank of the Mutanchiang River. The
Manchurian troops fell into confusion and dispersed beyond control.

Estimate of lLosses

Japanese losses in the First Area Army are not fully known.
There are several reasons for this. The battlefield was extremely
wide; we were unable to control the movements of subordinate units;
the clearance of battlefields was impossible; no well-prepared
reports were preserved for the completion of available records; the
Soviets destroyed our army organization immediately after the cessa-
“tion of hostilities; small-scale battles raged for over a month here
and there throughout Manchufia because the ceasefire order couldbnot
be reléyed to outlying‘units, and many soldiers deserted their units
or otherwise could not be accounted for.

Although exact figures are not available, it is estimated that
our losses (dead, wounded, or missing) ih men were 15,000 in the
Third Army, 20,000 in the Fifth Army, and 5,000 in units directly
under the Area Army--for a total of h0,000; Soviet losses were

estimated as 10,000 men killed or wounded, and 600 tanks destroyed.

69



Situation at the Fnd of Hostilities

At the time of ihe cessation of hoétilitiés the main force of
the Third Army was still holding the line of Hoeryong, Tumen, and .
the heights west of Hunchun, respectively about 50, hO, and 20 miles -
inside the border. The 128th Division was in the vicinity of
Huapitientzﬁ, about 60 miles inside the border. The main force of
the Fifth Army, after abandoning its positions near Yehho, was con-
centrated in the neighborhood of Hengtaohotzu, while the 124th
Division was in the viecinity of Tungchingcheng; both these towns
are about 100 miles inside the border. The 134th Division was con-
centrated near Fangcheng. The main body of the 122d Division was
holding its positions at Lake Chingpo, and the 139th~Division was
at Tunhua.

The most hopelessly disorgénized,of the Area Army forces were
the 1lst Mobile Brigade and the 112th Division of the Third Army,
the 128th Division, all the divisions under the Fifth Army, and in
addition those units attached to the divisions mentioned above.
Accurate estimates of the combat effectiveness of each unit at the
end of the war are not available, buﬁ gccording to rough estimates
the Third Army retained about two-thirds of its pre-hostilities
combat effectiveness, the 128th Division and the Fifth Army each

~ about one—half,~and the 13L4th Division about two-thirds.38 The

- 38. Cf combat effectiveness prior to hostilities, page 56.
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122d and 139th Divisions retained their original comhat effectiveness.

Cease Fire Measures

On 15 August the commander and all personnel of the Areé Army
Headquarters heard the broadcast of the Imperial Reseript announcing
the end of hostilities. They were so stunned that they stood speech—
less, weeping bitterly at the thought that their negligence of duty
as subjects of the Emperor had caused defeat, for which they justly
deserved death. ' '

Some members of the staff insisted that the Area Army_should'
continue military operations if the Commander in Chief of the Kwan-
tung Army decided to disregard the Imperial Rescript and fight. On
receiﬁing the Kwantung Army cease-fire order, however, the Area Army
made every effort to transmit the order to all units under its com-
mand, even using planes to drop copies of it. ‘ v

On the 18th General Sakurail, the Area Army Chief of Staff, went .
to Kwantung Army Headquarters at Hsinking. After being informed
of the Imperial Wiil, the intention of the Commander in Chief of
the Kwantung Army, and the substance of the cease-fire memorandum
exchanged between General Hata, Kwantung Army Chief of Staff, and
the Soviet Supreme Commander, General Sakurai returned to Tunhua.

At the same time that the Commander of the First Area Army
issued the cease-fire order, he issued instructions to burn the
colors, important documents, and maps. Despondency filled the

soldiers of the Area Army. Lieutenant General Jikizo Nakamura,
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commander of the 112th Division, and his chief of staff, Colonel
Kame ji Yasuki, committed.sgicide,' Colonel Watanabe, commander of
the Tungning»ﬁeavy Artillery Regiment,‘as weli as officers and men
of the regiment; blasted tﬁemselves to death.; Lieutenant Colonel.
Mitsunori Wakamatsu, Commander of the 3d Mobile Regiment, also
killed hiﬁself. Many others deserted and after leaving their units
acted as they pleased. |

The delivery of the cease-fire order to some of the small
frontline units was delayed because of the lack of communication or
liaison. While the Soviets made repeated protests, small-scale re;
sistance continued at various places even afﬁer 20 August. The bulk
~ of the Tungning Detachment died defending its border position, while
, one‘of its elements, holding a pesition south of Sanchakou, offered
determined resistance until about 27 August.

Communications with the 134th Division were out since about
11 August because of the breakdown dethe division's wireless. On
19 August one of the division's staff officers, Coienel,Saito, arriv-
ed in Tunhua by aifplane and was given a cop& of the cease~fire
order to take back to Fangcheng.

_Negbtiations wiph thé'36viet Afmy and Disarmament

The First Area Army HeadQuarters prepared for negotiations with
the Soviet forces by establishing a liaison agency at Tunhua. The
Third and Fifth Armies and each frontline group negotiated and made

arrangemehts for disarmament with the commanders,of the respective
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Soviet forces confronting them.

On 17 August the commander of the Soviet tank battalion which
had raced down the west coast of the Mutanchiang River a few days
earlier met Colonel Komatsu, whose 2d Noncommissioned Officer
Candidate Unit was then occupying established positions near Lake
Chingpo. Asking the colonel not to offer any resistance, the Soviet
coﬁmander hurriedly led ﬁis battalion away towards Kirin without
demanding disarmament.

On the 18th the commander of the Soviet division which had
entered Tunhua met with’G?neral Sgkurai, Chief of Staff of the Area
Army, to give instructions on disarmament and other matters. - The
substance of the Soviet commander's instructions was:

The troops around Tunhua will be disarmed by 1200
hours on the 19th and be bivouacked near the Tunhua
airfield.

Officers will be permitted to wear swords. The
guards of the headquarters will be authorized to
carry rifles and bayonets to maintain peace and
order. ' '

Military supplies stored in each depot will be
delivered in accordance with instructions to be
given by the Soviet officers in charge.

The Area Army shall be permitted to communicate
by telephone with the Third and Fifth Armies for
several more days.

After that, Soviet units came into Tunhua in a continuous

stream from the directions of Mutanchiang and Yenchi, and then

proceeded towards Kirin and Hsinking. This coming and going meant
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S0 many chénges in negotiators that it became extremely difficult
for us to execute agréements or‘té maintain peace and order.

By 19 August the Soviets began moving Japanese forces to dbn—
centnati&n points. For the 139th Division and other units under the
direct command of the Area Army in the Tunhua area,'the concentration
point was Shahoyen Airfield, about 16 kilometers north of Tunhua.

A1l lieutenants and enlisted personnel were formed into lébor bat-
talions of 1,000 each and marched to Shahoyen where they were bivouack-
ved.‘ During late Augﬁst and September these battalions were marched
to unknown destinations, presumably in Soviet territory. Officers
of the grade of céptain and higher were temporarily assembled in
barracks of the Shahoyen airfield. In mid-October they were marched
to the concentration center at Mutanchiang where the main forces of
other First Area Army commands were being‘assembled. During early
‘Nbvember the officer units assembled at Mutanchiang as well as the~
troop labor battalions formed there were transported in a steady
stream by train to Soviet territory.

MEaﬁWhile, on 21 Augusﬁ, approximately half of the generals and
staff-offiéer; of the First Area Army, accompanied by some orderlies;
were. flown to the Dokhodskoi airfield (about 23 miles northeast of
Suifenho) to receive cease-fire orders. They were.brought back toy
Tunhua on the 22d, but on the following déy were agaiﬁ sent to Soviet
territéry by air, this time for interrogaﬁion and internment, pre—.

suﬁably to Pokrovka (about 20 miles northwest of Voroshilov), where
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the Soviet Far East Army's advance command post was located.
Civil Affairs | o

Kwantung Army Headquartersiéarly recognized that in the éevent
of -a war with the Soviets it would be responsible for the safely -
of Japanese residents in Mahchuria,vinclhdihg Army dependents, im-
migrant farmers, and businessmen. During the late spring of 1945,
-when the Build-up of Soviet treoop strength in Siberia ﬁas being
accelerated, it took several steps to assure the safety!of Japanese
residents.

First Area Army Headquarters, with more than 300,000 Japanese
residents in its zone of responsibility, was no less keenly aware‘
of the restrictions on freedom of operational movement that the
pfésence of large numbers of civilians would impose. During the
spring it discussed the’problem of evacuating non-combatants (to
elther the‘Jépanese mainland or the interior pf‘Manchuria)'with B
-Mhnchukuoén administrative authorities.and with the president of the
Manchuria Agriculture Developmént Company, the latter being responsi-
bble for the fgrmérs,brought to Manchuria from Japan for agricultural
reclamation projects. | '

The program of evacuating non-combatants had several disadvantages.
It would\placé an additional‘drain on transportation facilities already
taxed‘by the.withdrawal of military supplies to rear areas. The
evacuation of Japanese residents from zones in front of military

positions would reveal a defensivé attitude and perhaps encourage
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the Soviets to encroach the border. MOreovér, it was felt. that the
.evacuationfof only the dependents of Army personnel would have an
adverse effect upon éther Japanese residents. | -

Speaking for the immigrant farmers, President Saito of the
Manchuria Agriculture Dévelopment Compény, stated that thése culti;
vation groups had no intention of retreating and that they were
detefmined to remain Behind and defend their own land in the event
of an enemy invasion. Nevertheless, plans for prior evacuatioh of
Japanese residents were drawn. up.

Enforcement of the plan, hqwever, was slow. When the enemy
invaded Manchuria, his advance was fapid. Japanese'residents showed
no signs of remaining on their land and began to abandon everything
and to rush to the rear areas in seérch of safety zones. Extreme‘
confusion prevailed. |

Since the railroads could be expected to be bombed before long
and pdssibly rendered inoperative, it was imperative that they be
ﬁsed, while still in operation, for only the most urgent purposes.
The withdrawal of war supplies to the rear areas was ﬁrgent'in order
to prevent seizure by the enemy and to make possible a prolonged |
resistance. MNevertheless, the evacuation of Japanese residents
could not be disregarded. Consequently the transport of war supplies
was suspended and ths evaucationvof non-combatants was given priority.
" As many freight trains as possible Were,placed'in operation to evée-

nate civilians.
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Even with>this measure, train space was insufficient for trans-
porting all Japanese residents. Those who missed trains began
evacuabing oﬁ foot towards the west and south. Facing hostile enemy
plane attacks, being plunderéd by enemy gréund units and hostile
Manéhurians and Koreans, and suffering from hunger, these people
were in wretched condition. |

Those who managed to board trains eventually got to Harbin or
'Hsinking. Assembly areas for other Japanese evacuees were Kirin
for those in that vicinity, Chiaoho and Tunhua for those in the
Fifth Army s area, Tungchingeheng for those from the areas of the
1224 and 128th Divisions, and Tunhua for Japanese residents fleeing
from Chiamnssu and Mutanchiang; those in the Third Army area assembl-
‘ed in the vieinity of Yenchi.

*Those who assembled in the viciniﬁy of Tunhua were accommodated
in official hoﬁses, hangars, schools, templeé, and whatever other
places we?e suitable. During September, however, at the direction
of the Soviet Army, they began to move to Kirin or Hsiﬁking. The
behavior of the officers and men of the Soviet Army was quite brutai'
and inhuman at that time. Babies died one after Another owing to
malnutrition and other diseases.

Relations with agencies of the Mhnchukuoan government were re-
latively smooth during this period. The direction of these agencies
within the First Area Army's zone of fesponsibility was in the hands

of the army commander in whome area they were located. These égencies
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cooperated fully with the Army in the maintenance‘of peace and in
preparing for the defense of cities. This applied particularly to
the Japanese officials}of these organs. Afﬁer the war's end, they
were busilykeﬁgaged in carrying out negotiations with the Soviet
Army, with Manchurians, and with Koreans for the relief of refugees.
On the other hand, relations with the Manchukuocan National Army
and with Manchukuoan police deteriorated rapidly. The Manchukuoan
troops stationed in the vicinity of Paoching, Mishan, and Poli under
the command of the Fifth Army had been engaged in the construction
of positions, but upon the outbreak of war they rose in revolt,
dispersed, and became bandits. However, those stationed in the-
vieinity of Mutanchiang and helping the 1224 Division construct
positions, continued their work in earnest until hostilities were
suspended. The efficiency of the work of this groﬁp was superior
"to that of the‘Japanese Army. Upon the terminatior of the war,
however, they too rose in revolt and became uncontrollable.. The
Manchﬁkuoan police'likewise turned on the Japanese.‘ After the Soviet
invusion began, they abruptly changed their attitude, began to des-
pise and resist Japanese, and in general qbstructed the activities
of Japanese residents. |
| Most Manchurian and.Korean civilians assumed an indifferent
attitude toward the Japanese when the invasion began. When the -
Soviét Army marched into their towns however, they welcomed it by

displgying red flags at their hbuses, and were generally hostile tol
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the Japanese. However, there were not a few Manchurians who secretly

entertained goodwill towards the Japanese péople-

Most White Russians, fearing Soviet retribution, assumed an

indifferent attitude towards the Japanese. ‘There were some, however,

who remained friendly and afforded us conveniences of various kinds}

79



Mohograph No 154-C.
CHAPTER VI

The Third Army>?

Composition 6f Third Army

The Japanese Third Army which in August 19h5 underkthé cémmand
of Lieutenant General Kiesaku Murakami was to bear the brunt_(together
with Fifth Army) of the Soviet invasipn of Manchﬁria was organized on
- 13 January 1938, with Headquarters at Mhtanchiang; During~ﬁhe entjre
period of its existence, Third Army was deﬁlpyed along the vital
eastern front of Manchuria, undergoing in the meantime several boundary
changes. It moved its headquarters across the river to Yehho when the
First Area Army Headquarters was organized on 4 July 1942 as its '
pérent organization. General Murakami assumed command on 22 Noveﬁber
1944, |

At the beginning of January 1945 the principal tactical units

of Third Army, and their stations, were

111th Division Suiyang

112th Division - Hunchun
120th Division Tungning
1st Border Garrison Unit Sanchakou
24 Border Garrison Unit Suifenho
9th . Border Garrison Unit Wuchiatzu
11th Border Garrison Unit Kuanyuehtai
12th Hv Arty Bn (150-mm guns) Pamientung
13th Hv Arty Bn (150-mm guns) - Pamientung

39. The information in this chapter was furnished by Lieutenant
Colonel Naotomo Hosokawa, Third Army operatlons officer.
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Mutanchiang Hv Arty Regt (240-mm how) Hsiachengtzu

34 Hv Arty Regt (240-mm how) - Hsiachengtzu
Tungning Hv Arty Regt (240-mm how) Tungning :
2d Hv Arty Regt (240-mm how) . Acheng

2d Ind Hv Arty Btry (240-mm how) - Acheng

~ The area of responsibility of the'Third Army in'the rightfsectof

of the First Area Army (the Fifth Army held the left sector) covered -
the southeastern border provinces of Mutanchiang and Chientao. Its
northern boundary ran approximately 10 miles north of Pamientung.
Its southern boundary, until September l9hh, followed the line of
the Hanchuria—Korea border but subsequently, because of the gradual
manner in which Kwantung Army jurisdiction over. north Korea was
granted, followed no determinable line.h0

E Except for the 112th Division and the 9th Border Garrison Unit,
all of the principal units of Third Army were deployed in the Army's
northern sector. The 112th Division and 9th Border Garrison Unit
were stationed in the south between Hunchun and Wuchiatzu. The gap
between these tﬁb forces was manned by small units (from squad to
company size) at key defense points along the border. (The 2d Heavy
.Artilléry Regiment and the 2d'Independent Heavy Artillery Battery,
although‘agsigned to Third Army, were undergoing training at the
heavy. artillery training center near Acheng in January 1945.)

In February wheh the southern extension of Third Army's juris~

4O. See footnote 26, Monograph 154-B.
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diction (over the northern part of Haﬁynng; Pukto Province in north
‘fKorea)'téok ;; addéd importance, Third Army relinquished the northern
segmeht of its border sector to Fifth Arm&.r Fifth Army'a bordér
garrisoning responsibilities were extended correspondingiy soutﬁward
to a point north of Yaoshén, and in conjunection therewith‘was given
control of the units in its new sector--the 111th Division and the
2d and 11th Border Garrison Units.hl This reduced to two ‘the number
of ‘divisions and the number of border garrison units remaining with
Third Army. |

To replenish Third Armys stréngth Kﬁantung Army late in February
directed Third Army to organize the 124th, 127th, and 128th Divisions:
Although these divisions were built around a nucleus ofvdisbanded
units, they consisted principally of recrugts, and, therefore, did
iittle'to improve the Army's fighting pfrectifeness. Furthermore,
the 124th Division, the first to be organized, was transferred to
Fifth Army during March.

Preliminary Operational Plénning

At about this time, Third Army ﬁeadquai'ters was informally
advised that the delaying plan which the Kwantung Army had shelved .
at the time of the adoption of the holding plan in September 194k
was being reconsidered.in view of adverse developmgnts in the war
~situation. On thekbasis of this informal advige, Third Army Head-

quarters drafted a tentative delaying plan with the fdllowing pro-

41. The 111th Division remained with Fifth Army only about one
month and was then transferred to Korea.
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- visions:

Each border garrison unit will firmly hold ex1sting
border positions.

The 111th Division will secure the sector north of
Suilyang and maintain contact with the right flank
of the Fifth Army; heavy guns now in the Acheng
and Hsiachengtzu area will be redeployed to the
Suiyang area.

An element of the 120th Division will secure the
viecinity of Mt Laohei, while the main force of the
division will secure positions in the vicinity of
Chengtzukou. If isolated by enemy action, the
division will hamper the enemy's advance.

The 112th Division will operate 1ndependently in
the Hunchun sector.

Although-the assignment of the 111th and 120th Divisions to
‘Third Army was shortly to be terminated, this tentative plan formed
the basis forrconstructing new defense positions and establishing
appropriate line of cmmmunications facilities.

The Hsinking Conference

Late in March, when the troop exodus from Manchuria was at its
peak, Kwantung Army Headquarters summoﬁed key staff officers of
subordinate commands to a conference ir Hsinking. The Third Army
sent its chief of staff and its operations and logisﬁics chiefs.

‘The conference was tq have a material effect pn»Third Army's
composition and disposition of forces. Kwantung Army Headquarters
outlined its new operztional plan calling for delaying instead of
hnlding operations, then being prepared for submission to Imperial

General Headquarters. To Third Army representatives it issued in-
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structions to the following effect:

- Third Army Headquarters will move from Yehho to
Yenchi.

Third Army's strength will be augmented in the
near future by the addition of the 79th Division
and other units in Korea presently under Seven-
teenth Area Army.

Kwantung Army's limited jurisdiction in north Korea
will be extended to the four northern provinces.

A new Army headquarters will be organized to com-
mand the four northern provinces on Third Army's
flank, except the northern part of Hamgyong Pukto
Province.

Certain units in Third Army will be transferred;
others will be re-deployed.

Third Army will prepare its own delaylng operational
plan.

Upon the return of Third Army representatives to Yehho, the
effects of the conference began to be felt. Towards the end of
March the 120th Division was transferred to south Korea. At the
same time, large quantities of guns and ammunition were shipped to
the homeland, and in addition all Third Army's 150-mm gun units were
transferred to Japan. Of the heavy artillery units the 3d Regiment
énd the Tungning Regiment (less one battery, which was scheduled for
transfer to Fifth Army) were transferred to the Tumen area, arriving

2
there late in Apr'il;l’L the Mutanchiang Heavy Artillery Regiment was

ordered to move to positions in north Korea, but- pending completion

42. These two regiments were attached to the 79th Division on
9 August. -
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of its ‘new positions remained near Hsianchengtz'l.t.l‘3 The~2d Heavy
Artillery Regiment and the 2d'Indepehdent Heav& Artillery Battery
were recalled from Acheng and attached ﬁo the 127th Division near
Pataohotzu. On 25 April Third Army Headquarters moved to Yenchi,
close to the Korea border.

The Final Operational Plan (See Sketch No 1.)

On the basis of Kwantung Army's instructions relative to the
delaying operational plan, Third Army Headquarters mapped out its
own plan, integrating portions of ité‘own draft plan previously
prepared. The plan contained the following provisions:

The main force of the Army will be disposed in the
sectors on both sides of the Hunchun-Tumen road and
will destroy the enemy invading these sectors, and
will also secure communications between Manchuria
and Korea.

Smali'elements‘will be disposed along the border to
" maintain watch against, and to obstruct, possible
enemy action.

The main body will take strong positions along a
line running north and south from Hunchun to Unmurei,
and from Tumen to Kyodaiho. From this line it will
destroy the invading enemy.

With the outbreak of the war the 128th Division and
the 1324 Independent Mixed Brigade will be placed

‘43, On 18 June, while still at Hsiachengtzu, the Mutanchiang
Heavy Artillery Regiment was attached to the Thirty-fourth Army
Headquarters (transferred from the China Expeditionary Army to Kwan-
tung Army on 17 June 1945, with station in north Korea.) This regi-
ment did not start to move to its new positions, however, until the
war started. On 13 August, while en route, it was annihilated west
of Muleng. » '
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under the direct control of the Area Army.

The 127th Division will be reinforced by the 2d
Heavy Artillery Regiment and the 2d Independent
Heavy Artillery Battery, and will operate in the
Pataohotzu sector.

The 79th Division (less its Cavalry Regiment, as-
signed directly to Third Army) will be reinforced
with the Tungning Heavy Artillery Regiment (minus
one battery), and with the 3d Heavy Artillery

- Regiment, and will operate in the Tumen sector.

The 101st Mixed Regiment and the 112th Division

will operate in their assigned sectors, respec-

tively near Chonghak, and Hunchun.

The mission of the 1st Mobile Erigade will be to

operate in the sectors along the Tumentzu-Wangching

road and the Laoheishan-Wangching road in order to

obstruct the enemy invasion along these roads.

- The main body of the Najin Fartress Garrison Unit
will hold out in the viecinity of Kantoho and deny
the enemy the use of Unggi Port and Najin Port.
On 10 June a major augmentation of Third Army strength took

place. From the Seventeenth Area Army it received the 79th Division, -
the Najin Fortress Garrison Unit, and the 10lst Mixed Regiment in

north Korea, and from the Kwantung Army it received the 1lst lMobile

Brigade. On 30 July it obtained the newly organized 1324 Independent

~ Mixed Brigade. (See Map No 1.)

bBy the time the war started, therefore, the principal tactical
L4

units under Third Army were:

L4. The 128th was under Third Army only for operational prepa-
rations and was to be placed under the direct command of the First
Area Army at the outbreak of hostilities, the 132d Independent Mixed
Brigade was assigned to the 128th Division at the outbreak of hostili-
ties. The 1lst Border Garrison Unit had been disbanded and its person-
nel assigned to the 1324 Independent Mixed Brigade; the 9th Border
Garrison Unit had also been disbanded and its personnel assigned to
the 127th Division.
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Unit . Commander Station

79th Division Lt Gen Teisho Ota ' Tumen
112th Division Lt Gen Jikizo Nakamura Hunchun
127th Division - Lt Gen Ryutaro Koga Pataohotzu
- 128th Division Lt Gen Yoshishige Mizuhara Lotzukou
. 1lst lobile Brig Col Hideaki Kinoshita Shihliping
1324 Ind ilixed Brig Maj Gen Goichi Onitake Tungning
101st Mixed Regt Col Shizuo Yamanouchi Chonghak
Najin Fortress
Garrison Unit It Gen Keil Seya Najin

All of these units were of recent origin. On the Third Army's:
right waé the Thirty-fourth Army (with two diviéions present and
one independent mixed brigéde on the way), and on its left was the
Fifth Army (with three divisions and one border ggrrison unit).

In addition, the Third Army had the following separate artillery

units, all with weapons of 240-mm:

- Unit Assignment
3d Hv Arty Regt 79th Division
Tungning Hv Arty Regt 79th Division
2d Hv Arty Regt 127th Division
2d Ind Hv Arty Btry 127th Division

Main forcesof Third Army units were deployed in rear positions
;’where new fortifiqations were being constructed. Elements manned

border fortificatiohs as fbilows. The strong points north and south
- of vTungning were manned by the 132d Independent Mixed Brigade.. One
compény of the 128th Division held positions north of Paitaoshantzu,

and one company south. The\fesistance nests at the border east of

Tumentzu were manned by one regiment of the lét Mobile Brigade. At

lookout posts and defense positions south of Tumentzu and in front
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of Hunchun were two éompanies of the 112th Division. In the Wuchiatzu-
Shuiliufeng sector one regiment (less one battalion) of the 127th Di-
vision was in the border zone, and in the Najin coastal area the entire
Najih Fortress Garrison Unit consisting of five infantry companies and
an artillery regiment was in position.. (See Map No 2, Monograph 154-B.)

Construction and Improvement of Defense Installations
The adoption of the delaying plan at the Hsinking conference meant

that Third Army's main body would have to be redeployed to the rear,
along a new defense line. This in turn meant the construction of new
defense positions.

- Shortly after the Hsinking conference the Army commander inspected

the new defense zones, and ordered each unit to initiate new fortifi-
cation work as promptly as they could move to the new areas. He also
conferred unofficially with commanders of units scheduled to come under
his command, and discusséd with them the same matter.

In carrying out this work, emphasis ﬁas placed on the construc-
tion of positions for artillery and other heavy weapons. These were
brincipally caves dug into earth or into natural rocks to offset the
anticipéted,superiority of the enemy in aircraft, artillery, and ﬁanks.
Epis type of heavy construction was hampered, however, because of the
shortage of rockdrills and explosives.

To facilitate the construction of defense installations in north
Korea, Third Army was given command of the Nanam Divisional District
| Unit late in April. Early the following month, Headquarters dispatch-

ed the staff officer in charge of operations to Nanam to outline the

construetion work needed in north Korea.
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In7July.First Area Army directed Third Army to prepare defense
installations in.thé’vicinity of Antu ana Musan where a second line
»of'résistance was to be‘establishéq. ,Althoughithégg'areas were recon-
noitered shortly therééfter,'not much wbrk had beén done by the time
hostilities broke out. |
Logistical Plan -

. In April 1945 a new 1ogistical plan was drawn up in accordance
~ with the new operational plan. Tt called for (1) the evacuation of
munitionSTahd;materiei;accumﬁlated in front line areas and their
redistribution based on thé‘néw plan, (2) adjustments in the o mmand
stfucture.of the sdpply depots in the Tﬁngning, ﬁunchun, Chaoyang-
chuan, and Yenchi sectors, and (3) modifications in the disposition
‘and missions of other zone of communication units.
| As a result new dumps were established at’ Tachienchang, Huapiti-
entzu, Lotzukou, and Shihliping, principally in support of the 128th
DiVision, these dumps were to be re-supplied by depots in the Tungning
"sector. Other dumps were established at Chaoyangchuan, Pataohotzu,
~and Miﬁgyuehkoﬁ under the main depots'iﬁ the Hunchun’sector. ‘In
addition, stocks of munitions were accumulated at Langchi in the
vicihiiy'of which the 1lst Mobile Brigade was to éonduct operations.
(See Sketch No 2 and No 3 for the disp051tlon of depots prior to and
after the delaying plan was announced. ) |

“Like tactical units, zone of communication units were transferred
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one after another to areas outside of Third Army. Moreover, the
large-scale transfer of war supplies to the homeland resulted in
acute shortages, especially in motor fuel, and in railway and truck
facilities. These shortages wére aggravated by a shortage in laborers.
Hampered by these limitations, Third Army had great difficulty
éstablishing new supply dumps. A goal of October was set for the
completion of the stockpiling of materials but by the onset of the
war only about 50 per cent of the goal had been reached. All tools
and equipment in depot machine shops used for making simple weapons
such as bayonets and antitank mines were to be removed last. By the
outbreak of the war they had not been moved, and almost all of them
were deliberately destrojed.
Of all the materiel shortages, those that it was feared would
particularly hinder operations were weapons, especially artillery
and other heavy weapons, automobile fuel, helmets, and winter clothing.
Strenuous efforts were made to compensate for these shortages by local
procurement or manufacture. Except for a number of mortars and
bayonets, howéver, no great quantity of weapons were prodﬁced. Auto-
motive fuel requirements were barely met by producing an alcohél sub~
stitute at each area and &l so by converting to charcoal-burning

engines.

Status of Training and Other Preparations
In'Mayfand June Third Army conducted a series of conferences at

Nanam, Tumen, and Yenchi with division commanders regarding the new
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operational plan, with particular emphasis on the Army Commander's
view as regards fortifications and training requirements.

During this period training was'based on the Kwantung Army
Combat Guide. This was a set of rules, issued about June, corres-
ponding to those in the Japan Army nianuals but supplemented by ex-
perienées gained in the Pacific fighting and by the special train-
ing needs of Manchuria. (See Appendix No 5, Monograph No 138.)

Most of the troops in the Third Army at this time were recruits,
and their skill in arms was minimal. Basic training was given, but
group training could not be carried out effectively since some of
- the unité were in the process of beiné organizéd.

New construction lagged behind schedule. Emplacements for
artillery pieces and heavy weapons had barely been begun, while the
construction of auxiliary structures, such as underground storgge
dumps and living quarters, héd scarcely gone beyond the planning
stages. At the beginning of hostilities, therefore, practically
no arms, ammunition, or explosives were underground in the new
positions.

in some types of weapons, units were almost up to the level of
tables of equipment;.in others they were seriously short. For
example, the authorized and actual weapons of the 127th Division,

one of the last to be organized, were:
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A

Weapon

Heavy grenade-launchers (mortar-type)
Light machineguns

Heavy machineguns

Infantry battalion guns (37-mm)
Infantry regiment guns (75-mm)
Artillery (75-mm guns and 105-mm how)

Authorized Actual
108 L&
108 81

2L 18
6 6
L 6

36 32

As close as can be determined, the actual strengths of major

tactical commands of Third Army just prior to the beginning of hostili-

ties were: (Standard organization of Japanese infantry division may

be found in Chart No 3, Monograph No 154-F.)

79th Division
127th Division
112th Division
1324 Independent Vixed Brigade
128th Division
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15,633
13,130
16,218

5,545
12,634
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'CHAPTER VIT

Third Army Operations

Situation at the Start of the War

Shortly after 0000, 9 August, Lieutenant Colonel Fujimoto,
Third Army's chief of intelligence,‘on night duty in Headquarters
Third Army in Yenchi, received a report from a unit in the Wuchiatzu
area stating that it was being shelled by the Soviet Army. (The
280th Regiment, less one battalion, of the 127th Division was guard-
ing this area.) He immediately went to the quarters of Lieutenant
Colonel Naotomo Hosokawa, operations chief, and told him of the
report,‘ Both staff officers then proceeded to the quarters of Major
General Hahjiro Iketani, chief of staff, and after informing him of
the matter, together returned to Army Headquarters where they took
measures to summon all personnel to the office.

Normal procedure required that higher headquarters be given'
first a report of the iﬁcident and second an account of the action
taken or planned. Colonel Hosokawa, upon arriving at the Headquarters,
promptly telephoned the details of the incident to the First Area Army
Hégdquarters in Mutanchiang, giving the message to the chief of opera-.
tions, Lieutenant Colonel Hideo Shibo. He then told ColoneIVShibo
that Third Army intended to order its units to stop all constrmiction
work and to assume their battle positions. According to a prearranged

plan, this meant that the 79th Division would. take up positions near
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Tumen, the 112th Division neangunchun, and the 127th Division near
Pataohotzu; border units were not, of course, engaged in any major
cgnstructién, and since they were under attack were presumably holding
their positions and awaiting further orders. | |

After concluding his report to First Area Army, Colonel Hosokawa
notified all Third Army divisions by phone to oécupy predesignated |
positions according to the Army's plan, and to repel the enemy in-
vasion. Shortly théreafter the Cohmander of .the Third Army arrived
at his office, and at about 0530 Third Army issued its Operational
Order No 1. The salieht points of this Ordeér were immediately trans-
mitted by telephone; the complete text was telegraphed léter.

| Details of the incident.were explained personally to the Thir-.
tieth Army commander, chief of étaff, and other staff officers. These
officers had come to Yenchi the day before tb attend a ceremony marking
the completion of Headgquarters Thirtieth Army's organization, which
had been carried out under the supervision of Third Army Headquarters.
Immediately after daybreak these officers departed from the Yenchi
airdrome boupd for their headquarters in Meihokou.

Consolidation of various itéms of informatioh‘received from
frontline areas revealed that Soviet forces were attacking in force.
By 0500 Soviet troops had penetrated thé bofder\in the vicinity of

"Paitaoshantzu wheré'elements of the 128th Division were stationed,
and near Tumenﬁzu in the sector manned by one regiment of the 1lst

Mobile Brigade. Farther south enemy troops, after making a circuit
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around Shuiliufeng Mountain, at.OZOO crossed the Kyonghung Bridge
spanning the Tumen River and forced our 9£h Casuaity Cle aring Unit

to evacuate towards Hoeryong. Communications with the 280th Regiment
in the Wuchiatzu a}ea had been interrupted since receipt of the first
‘report of hostilities and the situation thereafter in that sector
was never clear.

By the evening of the 9th no further word had been received
from the Pataoshantzu area. On the Tumentzu front the enemy Wés
making a frontal attack against our positions. In front of Hunchun
whgré two companies of the 112th Division were manning border de-
fenses, he was advancing slowly. The enemy force that marched across
the Tumen River bridge near Kyonghung was moving towards either
Hoeryong or Unggi, it was not clear which. However, on the probgbim
lity that he was headed for the coast, it was estimated that he“was
going in the direction of Unggi to take that port. On the evening
of the 9th, the 79th Reconnaissance Re;g:‘.ment,,""5 which had just arrived
in the vicinity of Komusan, was ordered to reconnoiter the movements
of the Soviet force in the Kyonghung and Agochi areas on the theory
that if headed for the port of Unggi the Soviet force would have to

pass near those towns.

L5. Normal strength of a reconnaissance regiment was 689. It
consisted of a headquarters (144 personnel), two mobile infantry
companies (168 each), two reconnaissance armored car companies (52
each), and one motor transport company (105).
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On the night of the 9th, Third Army Headquarters dispatched
three raiding parties with the mission of blowing up railroads in
L6

Soviet territory.”™ 'Each raiding party, whose members were well

trained and well briefed for theéir mission, consisted of from five
to ten men and one radio set. Also during the night, hostile planes
flew to Yenchi and dropped bombs but did not cause serious damage.

Situation from 10 to 13 August

In view of the enemy's air raid on Yenchi, Army Headquérters
decided on the 10th to establish an alternate command post at the
Army Officers Club of Yenchi. Beginning at noon all key sections
began transferring personnel to the Club. Meanwhile, the 112th
- Division Headquarters, which had been in Hunchun, moved to Michiang.

Reports from the front indicated that the Soviet Army had broken
through the vieinity of Lacheishan. In the Tumentzu sector our troops
were withdrawing. Late in the day, Hunchun, about ten miles inside
the border, fell into the enemy's hands. Along the coast of north-
ern Korea, Chongjin was éubjected to enemy naval bombardment and air
attacks . | |

On the 11th, Army Headquarters intercepted London and New Delhi
broadcasts announcing Japan's unconditional surrender but dismissed

the report as false propaganda, and continued hostilities.

L6. Presumably the trans~-Sibierian stem from Razdolnoye to
Posyet Bay. '
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The main body of the infantry regiment of the lst Mobile Brigade
on the Tumentzu front reported that it was béginning to retreat to
Shihliping. In the Hunchun sector the enemy infantry division sup-
ported by a tank brigadé that had entered the city the preceding
day began advancing toward 112th Division positions near Michiéng.

An artillery unit of the 112th Division engaged several hostile
tanks leading the advance, and destroyed them. This action‘raiged
the morale of our men.

In the Unggi area, elements of the Soviet infantry division and
tank brigade that had crossed the Kyonghung Bridge on the 9th, reach--
ed Unggiryong, pushing back elements of the 101st Mixed Reginen¢ and
hea§ing for the commeréial port of Unggi. From reports received from
the area, Army Headquarters estimated that a sizable enemy mechaﬁized
unit was passing through‘this coastal valley.

Between 1000 and 1100 hours of the 1lth, a Soviet amphibious
battalion began an assault landing at Najin, the naval base directly
south of Uhggi.h7 The Najin Fortress Garrison Unit offered slight
resistance to the attackers and then began to retreat south along
the coast towards Chongjin, another commercial port. The situation

in that area was not clear thereafter.

47. On 13 August a Soviet force (about division size) carried
out an assault landing at the commercial port of Chongjin in the
Thirty-fourth Army's area. These were the only two amphibious as-
saults or landings carried out by Soviet forces.

“
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steports to Army Headquarters dwindled. The Army Commander dis-

patched Colonel Hosokawa, his operations chief, to the,lthh Division'é
Sector to survey the situation in front of Michiang. The 112th Di-"'
vision Commander, Lieutenant General Jikizo Nakamura, asked Colonel
Hosokawa how much resistance the division should offer at the battle
-1ine, then in front of Michiang, adding that if the division offered
stubborn resistance at that line it would be in a weaker position to
offer organized resistance later at the Tumen line. Colonel Hosokawa,
considering the over-all trend of’the Army's situation And the condi-
tions prevailing in the di§ision's area, replied that the division
§h§uld offer the pfmost Fesistance at its present battle line.

| On the 13th, Army Headquartefs received a report that the enemy'
_tank uﬁit with "about 300 tanks"hs that had penetrated to the rear

of Hunchun was turniﬁg north towards the mountainous area. Also on
the 13th, in the evening, the commander of the 3d Regiment of the

1st Mobile Brigade, Lieutenaﬁt Colonel Wakamatsu, returning from
Kirin stopped'briefly at Army Headquarters before proceeding to
Wangching, where the main body of his regiment was then located.

Situation from 14 to 16 August

Army Headquarters estimated that enemy pressure on Tumen would

be relétively small compared with the powerful hostile effort being

L8. This number appears to be -an exaggeration, since only one
enemy tank brigade (about 140 tanks) was in the area.
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made in the Chongjin area. A hasty study was made of a plan to send
the main force of the 127th Division'plus an elemént of the 79th
Division to the Najin area to intercept the enemy. However, in
view of the fact that no definite estimate of the enemy strength

in that area had been made and considering reports that hostile
tanks were converging on the Wangching area from both the north and
east this plan was cancelled. Instead, Army Headquarters took mea-
sures to cope with the threat to Wangching, located some twenty-five
miles northeast of Army Héadquarters at Yenchi: it directed the
79th'Division Commander to send one artillery battery to reinforée
his infantry company in the Chiulungping area about half-way to
Wangching; it asked First Area Army Headquarters to furnish recon- '
naissance planes to reconnoiter the movements of the enemy advancing
along the defile from Paitaoshantzu, Laoheishan, to Wangching, and
also of the enemy force in the Najin :-.u'ea.,l"9 (only the Paitaoshantzu
area was actually reconnoitered); and it direected zone of communica-
tion units to improvise antitank mines for use against enemy tanks

threatening the area.

49. Third Army had no tactical air support, and only rarely had
the use of a reconnaissance plane. Kwantung Army had only 360 tactieal
planes (225 fighters, 4O bombers, 45 reconnaissance planes, and 20
assault aircraft) and about 640 training planes. For the entire First
Area Army on the eastern front only two planes (reconnaissance) were
provided, but no assault aircraft. A direct support air unit with ten
training planes was organized at Tunhua (First Area Army Headquarters)
on 12 August, but it was never used. During hostilities the 2d Air
Army devoted its main efforts to attacklng the enemy invading from
Outer Mongolia. .
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Beginning on the morning of 15'August, enemy air activity against
Army Headquarters became very intense. Meanwhile; the Army.Cgmhander
and several staff officers departéd via Patachotzu to inspect the
defenses in the Hoeryong area, towards which the.1013t Regiment was
retreating from the Choﬁghak sector.

““At»noon, while at Headquarters of the 127thmDivisioﬁ in Pataoho~ |
tau, General\Murakami and staff officers.accompgnying h;m heard the
Empefor's broadcast’concerning the termination;zf the war. Opinion
was divided as to the truth of thevbroadcast~and, after a brief dis--
cussioﬁ it was decided to continue military operations according to
existing instructions until a formal cessation order was received.

A formal order directing that all active r951stance be stopped
but that self—defense measures should be taken when necessary arrived
thab night from First Area Army Headquarters. -Simultansously, a re-
port was_received from the 1lst Mobile Brigade:gtating that its posi-
tions in the Wangching area, about 25 miles northeast of Army Head-
quarters at Yenchi, were under attack by a sizable Soviet tank force.
Hastily, é'counterattack rérce c:nsistiﬁg of about two infantry
battalions of the 127th Division was formeé and'directed to proceed
to Wangching along the Yenchi»Chiulungping road to meet the enemy
tanks. - # |

- On léyAugust the enemy tanks broke out of Wangching in two columns,
both converging on Yenchi, one viaychiulungping, the other via Tumen.

As a result of this breakbut, there was great confusion in the area
A
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between Wangching and Hunchun as fighting reged for the positions of
the 112th Divisions. The vanguardyéf ﬁostile_tanks proceeding south
on the Wangching-Chiulungping-Yenchi road made its appearance in the
Chiulungping sector where one infantry company of the 79th Division
was awaiting the arrival of a supporting artillery battery. The
counterattack force of the 127th Division 6rdérod to this sector,
meéhwhile,\had started out in trucks provided by the 113th‘Inde-
pendent Motor Transport Battalion bound initially for Yenchi; it
arrived"at Yenchi about noon but bec#uée of the and.of bostiiitiss
did,nOt'continue to Chiulungping. | ‘

In thé afterpoon a report wasifeceived that énemy tanks from
Wangehing had arrived in the vicinity of Tumen. This brought the
dcubie threat to Army Headquarters to within 15 miles, and also
posed an immediate threat to the 79£h Div;sion's'rear; To cope with
it Army Headquarters, utilizing locally a&ailable tfoopa, erganized |
.one force to cover the road approaches to Yenchi from Chiulungping,
another to cover the road approaches frem‘Tumsn, and a third (éomy
poaéd of Army‘Headquarters guards) to protééthoachi itselt; meanwhile,

the 79th Division Headquarters organized its own headquarters guards
into a special force for the defense of Tumén. By the timb fighting
stopped one enemy armored column had reached Chiulungping #nd thé

other was on the outskirts of Tumen.
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Summary of Movements and'DisEQSition.
of Zone of Communication Units .

The 113th Independent Motor Transpb:t Battaiion had béen station-
- ed iniYenchi»since the béginning of its organization late in April as
Third Army's temporary transpért battalion. At the beginning of
August , when its organization was completed, it was'transferred to
the Chaoyangchuan and Yenchi sectors where it took charge of the new
supply accumulation operatidns and of maintaining daily supply to
those sectors. Tt was this unit>that on the‘night of 15 Auéust was
given the special mission of rushing elements of the 127th Division
to Yenchi. ' | |

The 52d Independent Transport (packhorse) Béttalion, wiﬁh.head~
quarters at Tatutzuchuan and one platoon (about fifty men) each at -
Shihliping, Tumen, Chaoyangchuan, and Yenchi, was in charge of supply
and transportation operations in these sectors: At the outbreak of
the war each platoon was placed under the operational control of the
local tactical unit.

The 69th Independent Transport Company was stationed in Laohei-
shan and was charged principally with}transporting timber from
Suwonshan to Laoheishan for use iﬁichstrﬁcting under ground pass
ways of supply depots. With the outbreak of the war it worked with
the 128th Division. o
The 77th and 79th Zone of Communications Duty Coﬁpanies,istaQ_

tioned respectively at Chengtzukou and Laoheishan, were in~charge of
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guarding the supply depot in their respective areas.

The 46th Field Road Construction Unit, its main body at Tungning
and an elément in Yenchi, was responsible for constructing and re-
pairing roads in tﬁeir‘respective areas. An element of this unit was-
fofmed into close-quarter combat squads on 16 August and sent out to
locate and destroy hostile tanks invading from the direction of
Wangching-Chiulungping.

The 84th Land Duty Company, stationed near Tuhuangtzu, guarded
the branch supply dépots there; one element»offthis company was
assignéd‘to“guard‘the new dumps in Mingyuehkou. The 95th Land Duty
Company at Laoheishah guarded the supply depot located in that viei-
nity, and aiéo helped in;loading timber. The 324 Construction Duty
Company was résponsible:for constructing barracks and reconstructing
warehouses for the supply depots in the Yenchi and Chaoyangchuan
areas. |

The 13th Zone of Communication Medical Unit Headquarters, sta-
tioned in Mutanchiang, administered hospitalization in that area.

The 97th Zoné of Communications Hospital had been divided in the
spriﬁg of 1945, half going:under the command of the Haicheng Army
Hospital‘in southern Manchuria, and the other half under the Ningan
Army Hospital which was directly under the First Area Army.

‘ The 9th Casualty Clearing Unit stationed in the vicinity of
Agochi in northern Korea, although a medical unit, was given the duty

of transporting supplies daily for the regiment (1ess one battalion)
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of the 127th Division that was guardingvthe border near Wuchiatzu.
At the outbreak of the war this unit was attached to the Wuchiatzu
unit. | »

Of the Army hospitals near Tungiing, the lst had been moved in
May 1945 to Lungching, and after the outbreak of war was sent to
Yenchi. The 2d remained in its station at Langtungkou at the out-
break of war in support of the 1324 Iﬁdepéndent Mixed Brigade. The
3d, stationed in the Chengtzukou area, at the outbreak of the war
furnished hospitalization service to the 128th Division. The Lao-
heishan Army Hospital eétablished a dispensary at Changchiatien;
after the war started both the hospital and dispensary servizﬁd the
128th Division. The Hunchun Army hospital was annexéd to the Ybnchi
Army Hospital. 'The_Tumentzu Army Hospital supported the 112th
Division.

| The 15th Véterinary Quarantine Station at Shentﬁﬁg'was preparing

to move to either Mingyuehkou or Lungching when the war broke out.
It remained at Shentung, however, in subpqrt of the 128th Division.
The Cessation of Hostilities |

Shortly after midnight of 16-17 August a sécoﬁd Qragr‘relating
~ to ending hostilities was received from First Area Army;ilThis |
directed that all hostilities be stopped. At daybreak Génerél '

Murakami sent his intelligence chief, It Col Fujimoto, to Chiulung-
ping to notify the. Soviet tank battalion commander.there of the end

of hostilities. At the same time he directed all divisions under
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his command to stop all fighting. |
:At aboﬁt'léoO hours the Soviet tank battalion commander arrived
at the Army Officers Club in Yenchi and conferred with Major General
HanJlro Tketani, the Army Chief of Staffc On the following day
General Tketani went to Wangching to conduct‘armisticelnegotiations.
There, General Chushchakov, commander of the Soviet'25th_Afmy and
senior Soviet commander in the area, issued disarmament instrucﬁibns'
to the follow1ng effect:
'.By noon of 19 August the Army must be completely
disarmed; arms will be piled in the Hunchun, Tumen,
and Yenchi areas. Officers will be permltted to
carry swaords.
Officers holding positions higher than that of
regimental commander will asgemble in the Army
Headquarters at Yenchi.

PursuantAto the Soviet commander's directions, Army Headquarters
at about 2300 hours sent one officer to the 79th Division and another
to the 112th Division to transmit Soviet‘diSarmamént instrugtions.

On 19 August General Kita, the First Area Army Commander arrived
in Yenchi from Tunhua to see the Soviét 25th Army Commander. But
since a meeting could not be arranged, be paid his respects to
General Mirakami and then returned ﬁo Tunhua.

For the next few days disarmament procedures were gradually
carried out. On the 20th the building which housed Third Army
Headquarters was turned over to’the Soviet Army.‘_On the let‘ali

officers (except generals) and men in Yenchi were interned in the
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barracks in the compoﬁnd formerly occupied by the 28lst Infantry
Regiment (127th Division). On the‘next day, all noncommissioned
officers and men (except orderlies) were separated from officers
and organized into labor baﬁtalions; at a later datejthey were fe—
moved from Yenchi, presumably to the USSR.
‘ On the 24th, with fighting still raging‘in areas with which
there was.no communication, the Soviet Commander requested that
liaison officers be sent to those areas, Accordingly Third Army
Headquarters sent its logistical chief, Lieutenant Colonel Kono,
to Kachidoki~yama, south of Sanchakou in the Tungning area, to de-
liver cease fire orders to Japanese férces there. It sent Colonel
Hosokawa, operations chief, on a similar missibh to the 1lst Mobile
Bfigade still holding out north of Wangching.

Officers were detained in Yenchi until 3 November when about
50 per cent departed Yenchi for internment in camps aﬁ Rada in Tambov
Oblast, southeast of Moscow. About two weeks later the rest of the
officers followed.
Civil Affairs

After the end of hostilities about‘lé,OOO of the 32,000 Japanese
in Chientao Province began to asséﬁble iﬁ Yenchi city. Of the 16,000,
ébout 11,000 were commercial residents (mostly employees of municipal
offices, or of the Manchurian Railroad Company), and about 5,000 were
personnel cénnscted with the Army (dependents of military personnel

~and of civilian personnel, and female civilian employees attached to
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the Army. Male civilian employees of the Army were regarded as
prisoners of war by’the Soviets and were interned).

Providing shelter for the 16,000 Japanesé in Yenchi developed
into a major problem. On the evening of 17 August, in view of the
threatening attitude of the natives, especially of the Koreans, éll
personnel connected with the Army were moved to the Army camp in
Yenchi. Commercial residents remained in official‘residences or
in.company houses except that the overflow was housed in the Army '
camp.

With refugees from the border districts continuing to pour
into Yenchi, the problem of éheltering all Japanese was aggravated.
On the 18th the problem was discussed at Army Headquarters with Vice
Provincial Governor Nishio of Chientao Province and Provincial
Councillor ,Hattori. Since it was the responsibility of ﬁhe Province
to care for all Japanese not directly connected with the Armj, they
decided to house the overflow of commercial residents in the Japanese ‘
- primary schools and in the local prison. - Even with this expediency,
however, some of the commercial residents had to remain in the Afmy
camp. On 20 August military deperdents were moved to a separate
area of the Army camp and occupied the barracks formeriy used by the

28lst Infantry Regimént; on the 21st, as noted above, officers, malé

civilian employees of the Army, and local troops, were interned in
the same compound but in spearate buildings.
Because of the general decline of nutritional standards amd the
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abrupt change in living conditions the sick ratg rose sharply among
both the commercial residents and military-attached personnel.
Particularly prévalent were acute casesg of pﬂeumonia and diphtherié;
most children under five years of age were suffering from one of these
diseases. Among the dependents of the military personnel and civilian
employess, whose sanitary facilities were comparatively good, deaths
among their children numbered 500 or thereabouts. Japanese commercial
residents who became ill could not receive satisfactory medical
treatment because of the laék of medicinal supplies and equipment,

and those that consulted native physicians were charged exorbitant
fees. Many died of unidentified diseases.

‘Beginning late in September, shortages of food, winter clothing,
fuel, and other necessities of 1life began to be felt. At about this
time, Soviet officers visited the army barracks and made a list of
-dependents, including name, age, permanent address, and relatives.
Soon afterwards, military-attached personnel were moved to the
Gérman church in Yenchi. In the middle of October some dependents
were again moved, this time to the Kempeitai buildings or to the
municipal office buildings. About ten medical officers and three
intendant (supply and finance) officers were given permission to
accompany the Army dependents and civilién employees in their new
qﬁartérs. |

. Barly in October the plight of the commercial residents worsen-

ed, and the number who became day laborers or street peddlers gradual-
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ly increased. Among the young girls those who croppéd their hair or
dressed like men increased in number. A dance hall was openea in
the city through ar;angement with the Soviet Army, and several women
worked there ostensibly'as dancers. These women often visited the
‘dependents of Army personnel in efforts to persuade the yo;ng girls
to become "dancers."

| By mid-October the lives of even the dependents reached bottom.
To make ends meet some parted with their last valuable possessions,
including such itéms\as clothing. Some began to look for odd jobs;
some took to rolling cigarettes. - All were faced with the éerious
problem of earning a living.

As for the natives, at first both Manchurians and Koreans show-
ed bitter resentment and antipathy'towards the Japanese. The Man-
churians, however, later showed a gradual softening of their attitude
towards us. The Koreans, on the other hand, continued to bear malice,
-particularly the members of the Korea Youth League who under the
influence of the Russians oppressed the Japanese. Meanwhile, between
the Manchurians and Koreans there developed increasing signs of

animosity.
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Monograph No 154-D
‘CHAPTER VIIT

The 79th Division

Origin of the 79th Division

To trace the origin of the 79th Infantry Division, one must go
back to the 19th Infantry Division of Japan's Korea Army. On 22
November 1944 Imperial General Headquarters directed the 19th Di-
vision, stationed in Nanam, to prepare for movement to a southern
theater of operations; in December the division left the continént for
the Philippines. To replace it, the 19th Depot (Training) Division
was organized in Korea shortly thereafter with personnel furnished
largely by the 24 Divisional District.51 In February 1945 the Korea
Army was reorganized into the Seventeenth Area Army (responsible for
operational preparations) and the korea Administrative District Army
(responsible for maintaining peace and order). The 19th Depot.Di-
vision, as a training unit, was assigned to the latter.

On 10 March 1945, on érders from Imperial General Headquarters,

the 19th Depot Division was reorganized into the 79th Division at

50. No monograph on 112th Division operations has been prepared.
As the left flank of the 79th Division, however, its role was closely
related to that of the 79th, and a considerable amount of data on the
112th Division is contained in this section, which was prepared by
Colonel Takaharu Shinabe, former chief of staff, 79th Division.

51. The 2d Divisional District was a geographical area centering
around Sendai, Japan, responsible for furnishing personnel to the
19th Division (and also to the 2d Division).
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full T/O strength. vaout.BS”per cent of its‘éersonnelnwere regulars,
about 50 per cent reservists, and the remaining 15 per cent Korean
recruits. Like its predecessor, the 79th Division was stationed at
Nanam near the east coast of ﬁorth Korea. During the five months of
its existence before hostiliﬁies began it was giveh ﬁissions primari-
ly of organizing other units and constructing fdrtifications.

| On 20 April the 79th Division was directed to organize the Nanam
Divisional Distriet Unit and, in addition, to furnish approximately
500 personnel to the Taegu Divisional District Unit.52 The Nanam
Unit trained recruits fér the 79th Division, and,ih this respect
took over some of the functions formerly performed by the 19th Depot
Division; The mission of organizing the Nanam Divisional District
Unit was the forerunner of similar missions that were to be assigned

to the 79th Division.

Third Afmy Commanaer Announces Neﬁ Plan

On 1 May 1945 Lieutenant General Keisaku Murakami, Third Army
Commander, accompanied by several of his staff’officers, arrived at
the hot springs resort of Chuuronbo, about 8 kilometers south

of Nanam. There he called together the commanders and chief of

52. There were three other such units in Korea: the Kwangju,
the Seoul, and the Pyongyang Divisional District Units. Each of
these units, consisting of 10,000 rersonnel, was given the missions
of maintaining peace and order and of training recruits for tactical
units. ’ :
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staff of the 79th Division, the Nanam Divisional District Unit (then
being organized), and the Najin Fortress Garrison Unit, as well as
the commander of the 10lst Mixed Regiment.

Since at this time none of these units was under the command
of Third Army, General Murakami conducted the conference informally V
and unofficially. He outlined the delaying operational plan newly
adopted by the Kwantung Army and in conjunction therewith announced
that each of the units represented at the conference was scheduled
to come under Third Army's control. He explained the details of
Third Army's operational plan and outlined what he regarded as the
essentials of the defensive disposition of units in Hamyong'Pukto
.Province. In this connection he advised the 79th Divisi on that at
a subsequent date it was to move farther north and take up positions
immediately south of the Korea-Manchuria border where it would be
called upon to begin extensive fortification construction for Third
Army and also to assist the Nanam Divisional District Unit in its
fortification work. Although this was merely advance information
of future action, for all practical purposes these units came under
the jurisdiction of Third Army at this time. Instructions took ﬁhé
form of requests rather than orders. Meanwhile, the 79th Division
would continue to receive orders from the Seventeenth Area Army.

Instructions were not long in coming. In late May, Third Army
sent an-urgent request for an engineer construction unit to assist

the 127th Division in its fortification work near Pataohqtzu for
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about one month. The 79th Division quickly organized a unit of about
200 men selected from its infantry regiments and dispatched it to
Tumen. :

On 18 May the 79th Division was dlrected by Seventeenth Area
Army to organize the 20th Independent Mountain Artillery Regiment.
At this time it was still organizing the Nanam Divisional District
"Unit, and aséigned the work of organizing the new artillery unit to
the 79th Mountain Artillery Regiment. The formation of these units
. was carried out promptly. Each unit was fully equipped, and the
condition of equipment was generally good.

Early in April, meanwhile, all units under the division had
moved to training areas for one month's training. They returned in
mid-May. In June, all units again went to the camping site for an
additional three week's training. But orders received Ey Head-
quarters caused it to suspend this tréining and to direct the return
all trodps to their regular stations to prepare for the movement
north. Elements and units of the 79th Division at this time were:

289th Infantry Regiment

290th Infantry Regiment
- 291st Infantry Regiment

79th Mountain Artillery Regiment

(two battalions of 75-mm guns)

79th (horse) Cavalry Regiment
79th Engineer Regiment

79th Transport Regiment
Rivision Signal Unit

Division Ordnance Duty Unit

Gas Control Unit
Veterinary Depot (Hospital)
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All these elements were statiohed in Nanam except the 290th
Infantry Regiﬁent and the 79th Engineer Regiment which were in
Hoeryong, and the 79th Transport Regiment which was in Kyongsong,
L kilometers south of Nanam. ‘(The Transport Regiment was mo#ed to
Nanam after the organization of the_Nanam Divisional District Unit
was completed.) |

Organization of Division into Engineer Sector Units

Asaexplaihed by General Murakami, the area in which the 7%9th
Division was to undertake fortification construction projects was:
divided into foﬁr gsectors. The size of the‘projects made it_clear
that almost the entire division would have to be used in this work.

As a first step the division late in May formed a Fortification
Headquarters. Headed by the chief of staff, it consisted of the
commanders of thethgineer Regiment and the 1lst Mount ain Artillery
Battalion, members of each special staff section of division head-
quérters, and other officers. The Fortification.Headquarters was
responsible for directing the entiré fortification work of the di-
vision, énd for coliecting and distributing equipment, materials,
as well as for supplying weapons, ammunition, and provisiohs to each
position. It established itself in Tumen, which subsequently was to
become the site of the division's héadquarters.

Next to.be formed was an engineer construction unit for each of
the four sectors. Upon being formed, these units immediately dis-

patched necessary officers to the scdene where the unit was to work,



with insﬁfuctiohs to make full preparations,%and also to assume the
duties of the former engineér unit thefe.n Atiabdut thisbtimé the
division was given advance notice that iﬁ would be required to fupnish
a detachment of troops for the Komusan areay‘on the,Army's extreme
right. (The composition and location of these sector units and the
Komusan Detachment are shown in Chart No 1.)

Aé part of the projeét, the construction of a number of artillery
positions was allotted to each sector. This work was to be directed
by the commander of the 79th'M9untain Artillery,Hegiment whosg head-
quarters was at Tonggwan. To handle signal communiqations; the di-l
vision signal unit was to be stationed in Tumen near division head—-
quarters, and was to maintain wireless telegraph ¢ontact with Sector
A, C, and D, and telephone contact with Sectar B. To handle trans-
portation the mainkbody~of the Transport Regiment was aléo to be
stationed in Tumen; its commander was ﬁo exercise general control
over transportation between Foftification’Headquarters'and‘the'supply
base of each sector. To each sectar was attached an ordnance duty
unit prineipally to repair equipment. .

While making preparations for the move, the 79th Division re-
ceived orders assigning it'officially to Third Arhy,effective’at
0000, 10 June. | |

Before the move began, Third Army fdrmally ordered the division
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Sector

Komusan
Det

Components

291st Regt (-3d Bn)

éth Btry, 79th Mt Arty Regt
Main Body, 2d Engr Co
One-third, 2d Trans Co

2 Squads, Div Sig Unit

Gas Control Unit

289th Regt
1st Mt Arty Bn (-2d Btry)
Main Body, 1st Engr Co

1st Bn, 290th Regt :
2d Btry, 79th Mt Arty Regt

290th Regt (-1st Bn)

24 Bn (-4th and 6th Btries),
79th Mt Arty Regt

One-half, Ammo train, Arty Regt

Main Body, 3d Engr Co

One-third, 3d Transport Co

79th Cavalry Regt

3d -Bn, 291st Regt

4th Btry, 79th Mt Arty Regt

One Platoon (6Q men), 79th Engr
Regt -

Construction Sector Units

79th Division

Comdr.

C.0. 291st
Regt -

C.0. 289th
Regt

C.0. 290th
Regt

C.0. 290th
Regt

C.0. 79th
Regt .

~ Area of
Responsibility

Unmurei, Getsumeisan,
and Hunyung areas

High groﬁnd south of
Namyang and south-
west of Tumen

Changpyong area

Samdongdong area
and high ground
near Hujipyong

Komusan area

Headquarters

Kyongwon

Namyang

Chongsong

Chongsong

Komusan

Supply
Base

Kyongwon

Tumen and
Pungni

Tonggwan

Tonggwan

Komusan
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to send a detachment of troops to Komusan. Although the Komusan
area was a considerable distance from the new positions of the di-
vision, the Komusan Detachment was.to remain under divisional con-
trol; at the outbreak of hostilities, however, it was to be attached
directly to Third Army.

Yovement to the sectors by the main body of each unit began in
late June, and was carried out under the code néme of Maneuver No 11.
According to plan, the KomusaniDetachment began the move at the same
time as the rest of the division; at the approbriate time, it left
the convoy and proceeded to Komusan. Part of the division headquarters
and‘seme'personnel éf each divisional unit remained at Nanam to help
organize and supply the newly activated 137th Diﬁision and other
smaller units. In addition, a small number of personnel‘of the 290th
Regiment and the 7%9th Engiheer Regiment remained at Hoeryong.

In moving to the construction area, the>normal amount of ammuni-
tion was taken, except that the transport regiment took only half its
normal load. Arrangements were made to stofe a two-month supply of
provisions at each supply base and at each engineer sector unit. All
men wore summer uniformé; winter uniforms were stored in Hoeryong.
All units reached their réspective sectors in early July. (See Mép
No 1.)

Upon arriving at its new areabin north Korea, the division
occupied positions already begun b& the 127th. Division, and resumed

the construction work in those positions.' Once the move was com-
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pleted, no radical changes were made in the planned disposition of
troops, although several minor changes were made as a result §f
reconnaissance. Furthermore, a priority‘was assigned to the con-
struction of antitank positions, based on Third Army's plan which
emphasized the frustration of assault and breakthrough attempts by
hostile mechanized units.

In mid-July Third Army unofficially informed the division that
at a later date the Tungning Héavy Artillery Regiment and the 3d
Heavy Artillery Regiment, then in the 79th Division area.but direct-
1y under Third Army, would be assigned to it. Negotiations were
begun immediately with these artillery units in order to prepare
them for close cooperation with the division.

Operational Preparations

During July Third Army announced that its operatioﬁal plan call-
ed for disposing its main strength on both sides of the Hunchun-
Tumen line, astride the Korea-Manchuria border, and designated two
defense‘lines within this area linking 79th Division positiohs with
those of adjacent_divisions.' The forward line connected the 112th
Division's Hunchun area with the Unmurei‘grea (Sector A); The rear
line connected the Tumen area with the Tonggwan area (Sectors B and
D), and in the soufh linked with the 127th Division positions west
of Sambongdong. (See Map No 2.)

In both the forward and rear defenses where the 79th Divisiog

front was linked with that of the 112th Division, there was some
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imbalance in each line. In the forward line, the positions of the
lléth Division were relatively étrohg,.manned as they were by alﬁ§s£
the entire division aﬁd supportabie by eleménts in ‘the 79th Divisiéﬁ
sector. On the other hand, £he,positions of the 79th Division sécﬁor
were held by less than a regiment whose lines were overextended and
on whose right flénk was approximately an 8-mile gap resulting from
the adoption of the principle of defending key points only; this |
portion of the forward defense line was}therefore extremely vulnera-
ble.”3 | - ‘

In the reér defensebarea the reverse was true. The 79th Di-
vision positions formed a strong divisional defense line, being held
by the main body of the division, while the neighboring posiiiohs of
the 112th Division, held by only small elements, were vulnerable.
Hence neither the forward defense line nor the rear defense line

designated by Third Army was satisfactory as the Third Army's main

53. The adoption of this principle was made necessary because
of inadequate strength for such a wide front. According to Japanese
Army tactical principles, in an ideal defense situation the normal
width of a front for a division was 5 to 8 miles. By these standards
the 79th Division, assigned a front which was between 15 and 20 miles
wide, did not have an ideal defense situation. Adjustments were
~therefore necessary. Although the division did not abandon the
principle of a continuous line of defense, it was necessary in view
of the limited strength at the division's disposal for deployment
along such a wide front, to adapt its capabilities to the require-
ments of its mission. Like many other divisions in Manchuria,
therefore, the 79th Division adopted the principle of selecting,
fortifying, and defending key points, devoting maximum attention to
the skillful use of terrain.
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line of resistance. Neveftheless, the rear defense line was satis-
fartory as a divisional main line of resistance, and’actually was
part of the First Ayrea Army's main line of defense.54 |

In view of the fact that Third Army designated two defense
lines, the 79th Division Headquarters decidéd‘to establish two sub-
ordinate command posts, one near each of ths junctures with the
neighboring 112th Division, and to construct positions for these
posts. The construction unit assigned to work on the command post
positions at Unmurei in Sector A consisted of the Divisional Signal
Unit, Gas Control Unit, and one-third of the 2d Engineer Company; it
was led by the commander of the Division Signal Unit. That for
Sector D, near Samyanggok, consisted of the 3d Engineér Company
(minus ferrying personnel), and was commanded by the engineer com-
pany commander. Construction of these command post positions was
started in late July. To provide the timber for these positions,
the division formed a timber unit.from the main body of the Ammuni-
“tion Train of the 79th Mountain Artillery Regiment, to be led by
the commander of fhe 2d Mountain Artillery Battalion. The timber _
was to be gathered frém the forests in the Samsangsan maneuver area
(east of Hoeryong). The division also assigned one transport company

to haul the timber from Samsangsan to the Hoeryong railway station.

54. This would seem to indicate that the deployment of the main
strength of the 112th Division along the forward defense line thwart-
ed the design of the First Area Army of offering the main resistance
along the rear defense iine.
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Another unit was diverted at this time when the main body of
the 79th Engineer Regiment, thén scattered among the various sectors,
was withdrawn and dispatched to Musan to direct and assist the forti-

fication work being done there by indigenous coolies under direct

control of the Army.

Training, and Changes in Organization

With almost the entire division diverted to some type of forti-
fication construction work, training was minimal. The division
therefore decided to inaugurate a special training program in de-
fensive combat techniques,.emphasizing antitank defense, hand grenade
throwing, and sniping. A training unit was formed at Hoeryong with
a cadre of about twenty officers and men selected from various
divisional units. About 3,000 trainees (70 per cent from infantry
units, 30 per cent from other branches) were to be given this specia-
lized training, which was to be conducted from mid-July through mid-
October; with a total of 250 men being accommodated each week. Each
Sector was authorized to send a certain number of selected troops to
the training center for the one-week course. This training program
began on schedulé.

Meanwhile, during July, two changes took place in the organi-
zation of the 79th Division. About the middle of the month, a
rocket-launcher unit. (of about 600 troops) was attached to the 290th
Infantry Regiment. The unit was not equipped with its main arms,

however. Late in the month, the division was required to transfer
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about 1,000 of its pefsonnel to thg 139th Division for the formation
of a raiding battalion. foward‘the end of the month, 79th Division
Headquarters moved from Nanam to Tumen; its offices were set up in
the primary school there.

Status bf Preparations

In number of personnel and level of equipment, the 79th Division
was perhaps the best in Third Army. The division had the advantage
over other divisions in the matter of unity since most of its officers
and men were recruited from the three prefectures of Yiyagi, Fuku-
shima, and Niigata, répresenting the old recruiting districts of
the 19th Division} Itsvpersonnel, moreover, weré_generally superior
in quality to those of‘other divisions. Particularly, the quality
of its officers was considered equal to that of officers of the old
19th Divisién. In view of the -fact that much of its personnel had
come from the 19th Dépot Division in November 1944, it was consider-
ed one of.the oldest divisions remaining in'Manchuria.} In addition,
the division was fully equipped. Each of these factors contributed
to raising the morale of the division and to making its fighting
capacity exgellent. The division's medical unit and its field
hospital, however, were as yet unorganized.

By the end of July, the construction of new field positions,
such as trenches, was nearing completion. The construction of new
permanent defense fortifications (cement structures, ete.) however,
lagged behind because of delays ih the delivery-of maferials, partic-

ularly cement. The completion rate of the latter fortifications was
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below the 10 per cent mark, only one or two pillboxes having been
completed in each sector.

Opening of Hostilities

With the completion of the organization of the 137th Division,
the commander of the 79th Division, Lieutenant General Teisho Ota,
accompanied by his chief of staff and special staff section chiefs
went to Nanam on 6 August for talks with the commander of the'new
division and his staff. On the following day, they left Nanam for
Hoeryong to inspect the newly formed training center. On 8 August,
they inspected the progress of fortification work in the Changpyong
Sector C and passed the night there.

At midnight the sound of distant bombing or shelling was heard.
In the_early'morhing hours of 9 August, General Ota received a tele-
phone report from Division Héadquarters in Tumen that Soviet forces
at midnight had crossed the Kyonghung bridge into Korean territory.

He immediately cancelled scheduled inspection tours of Sectors A
and B, and hurried to Tumen. There he ordered all Sector Units to
rémain in their present positions and to take emergency defensive
measures.

Later in the morning 79th Division Headouarters at Tumen received
its first operational order from the Third Army Headquarters at Yenchi.
Confirming earlier reéorts that the Soviets had 1aunchéd the invasion
and were rushing into Korea and Manchurian terfitories, the Army's

order stated that its immediate intention was to strengthen its posi-~
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tions and halt the enemy invasion. The order also announced that:

The Komusan Detachment will be attached directly
to the Army.

The main force of the 79th Cavalry Reglmenﬁ (at
' Komusan) will scout the enemy situation in the
Najin area.

The main body of the Tungning Heavy Artillery
Regiment and all of the 3d Heavy Artillery Regi-
ment will be assigned to the 79th Division.

The main force of the Engineer Regiment previous-
ly dispatched to direct and assist fortification
work of the Army in the vieinity of Musan will be
‘returned to the 79th Division.

The 79th Division will dispatch to front areas a.
security force, an observation party, and other
small units for reconnoitering purposes. It will
also dispatch liaison officers to establish con-
tact with the 10lst Mixed Regiment and with the
Komusan Detachment.

Later in the day, the division issued its own orders to the
following effect:

 The commander of the 291lst Infantry Regiment
(Sector A) will be assigned the duties of blow-

~ ing up vehicular and railway bridges over the
Tumen River at Kyongwon and Hunyung.

‘A1l units of the division remaining in Nanam
and Hoeryong will 1mmed1ately take up defen31ve
‘positions.

The Timber Unit in Samsangsan will be recalled
and assigned a defensive mission.

" The Bas Control Unit and the Division Signal Unit
helping in the preparation of fortifications for -
the divisiorn command post in Sector A will re-
join their organization.
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Each sector engineer unit will become a sector de-
fense unit and be ready to go into defensive action
at ‘any time, and meanwhile will complete such emerg-
ency fortifications as are necessary.

The Engineer Construction Unit in Sector € will be
organized for tactical employment as the Changpyong
Detachment and will be directly attached to Di-
vision Headquarters.

Progress of Operations

- Although the enemy was reported to be attacking at various
points along the eastern front during the first few days, he was
not active in front of the 79th Division positions.55 On.ll August,
however, he advanced toward Hunchun in the 112th Division's sectbr
on the left and toward Wuchiatzu and Najin in the 127th Division's
sector on the right flank, thereby threatening both flanks. On
that day the front line subordinate command post at Unmurei was
ordered to move back a short distance to Getsumeisan.

‘Until the 15th no engagements were fought in the 79th Division
sector. The division during this period was preoccupied with prepa-
rations to meet the enemy; meanwhile, it kept informed of the develop-
ing enemy situation, particularly in the 112th Division area on the

left and the 127th Divisions area 6n the right.

55. -The positions of .the 79th Division were well shielded by
natural barriers, particularly the Tumen River which looped in an
‘inverted U that inclosed most of the division's area and protected
it from the enemy infantry and tank units that routed the 112th -
Division on the 79th Division's left flank.
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'On the 12th, after several‘dnsuccessful attempts by the 291st
Regiment to blow up the)vehicular bridge east of Kyonngn and the
railroad and vehicular bridges horth of Hunyung,'the'Enginéer Regi-
ment Commander was ordered to try; late in the day the mission was
successfully completed. This action contributed largelyvto denying
the enemy egress into the 79th Division's sector until 15‘August.

Also on the 12th, the division chief of staff went to Third
Army Headquarters for information on the general situation. On the
13th he returned and proceedéd to Sector A to observe the enemy situa-
tion and to inspect defensive structures there. On the same day
most of the engineer units previously dispatched to Musan, Kyodaiho,
and Unmurei, the Timber Unit, the training center unit, and personnel
still in Nanam and Hoeryong réjoined their respective units.

Forward elements of the 112th Division under pressure from the
enemy withdrew on the 13th to their main positions (the Army's forward
defense line) in front of Michiang. The attacking enemy force, mean-
whilé advanced to the vicinity of the river bank on the north side
of the bridge near Hunyung.

On the same day, reports were received that the Wuchiatzu regi-
ment of the 127th Division was engaging the enémy in a fierce battle.
In the Unggi area where the 10lst Mixed Regiment was being attacked
by an enemy force of approximately regimental strength, the progress
of the battle was unknown because of loss of conmtact with the liaison

officer sent to the regiment.
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On the 14th the enemy ceptured the Hunchun airfield; Soviet
planes promptly began to use the airfield. Meenwhlle, west of Hunchun
an enemy infantry force supported by tanks began concentrating. Al-
though all this actlon was taking place across the Tumen river, it
‘dlrectly threatened our positions. By the close of 14 August the
79th Division had not received any enemy attacks. However, two were
- forming, one'ageinst our front near Hunyung, the other against‘ouf
left rear flank near Tumen. Both attacks were threatening from the-
112th Div1sion's sector, and both were impeded by the natural barrier
of the Tumen River.

On 15 August an enemy force of approximately battelion etrength
supported by acout ten tanks attacked positions of the 1léth'Division
in the vicinity of Unggidong on the opposite bank from Hunyung
Artillery units of the 79th Division on the south side of | the river
opened flre and threw the enemy back.. Another element of the enemy
fired on a security unit guarding the south side of the river 1n'the
vicinity of the destroyed bridges at Hunyung. Shortly thereafter the
Soviet force, after repelring the vehlcular bridge, crossed the river
and entered the 79th Division sector. This first and only serious
peﬁetration of the division's area was aimed at our Mayusan positions.
(See Map No 2.) "

‘ Meanwhide, in the Tumen area there was considerable bustle and
commofion on 15 August. In the morning the 79th Division, in response

to & Third Army order of the preceding day, sent one mountain artil—~
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lery battery north to Chiﬁlungping te sﬁpéort en infantry company
guarding the appfoaches to Yenchi. |

At about 1300 hours on 15 Auéust seﬁeral ﬁbétile planes tombed
Tumen, site of division headcuarters. The planes dirscted their main
effort on the raiifoad station, causing the exelosien of a large.
number of artillery shells on mllltary frelght cars parked in the.
station. The explos1ons continued sooradlcally for more then three
hours showerlng the town with ehellyfragments. The confusion resuli-
ing from the expiosions was relatively minor, most of the inhsbitants
having already evacuated‘to the sﬁbufﬁs.v The’arrival and departure
of evacﬁation traiﬁs, howevef, plunyed the entire neighborhood into
wild confusien. 001nc1dentally, at the Army supply depot about 3
kilometers north of Tumen, a gasoline tank eXploded gushlng colunins
of black smoke into the air that could be seen for miles.

During the day the division chief of staff received a message
from the branch manager of the lanchurlan rT‘elecrraoh and Telephone
Company making reference to an'important broadcast." He gave the
message to the division commaﬁder and recommended that the news be
kept from subordinates. , |

With the bombing of Tumen, with arﬁilleryishell fragments shower-
ing the city, with the explosion,bf‘e‘gas tank within 3 kilometers,
and with reports of tanks approachiﬁg Tumen, 79th Division decided -
to open a command post acroes the Tumen’RiVer in’Namyang. Late in‘

the afternoon it established a command post in the primary school
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there. The factlcal reason for thls move. was that it placed the Tumen
River between the lelSlon conmand post and the advan01ng enemy tanks,
then threatenlng wangchlng and capeble of attacklng the 79th D1v151on
from the rear. | |

To protect the div1sion s rear several other steps were taken.
Orders to blow up the vehlcular brldge whlch crﬂsses the Haerhpatung
Rlver (a narrow river between Tumen and Yenchl) about 2 mlles north
of Tumen were promptly carrled out A compeny of the Nanam DlVlSlonal
lestrlct Unlt (equlpped w1th elght macblneguns) charged with the air
defense of the Tumen Rlver rallwaynvehlcular brldge connectlng Tumen4
to Namyang was placed under the 79th Division's command. (Farther ;
to the front and apart from the actlon developing near Tumen,
platoon of the 280th Reglment at ¥ uchlatzu, having become separated
i‘rom 1ts perent organlzatlon on thls day, was placed under the command
of the 291st Infantry Reglment ) N

‘The Attack on the Mavusan P051t10ns

On 16 August d1v131on headquarters recelved a report that the
Sovlet force which had crossed the River near Hunyung on the preced-
ing.dey.wasvbeéinniné toiettack. “About tno battalions of eneny'in?v
fantry with an estimated'tWenty to thirtv tanks and supported by

'artlllery fire from across the river were striking towards the Mayu-
san p031t10ns west of Hunyung.A These posltlons were the most north-
'easterly in the 79th Division's forward defense line.

General Ota took several steps to meet this threat to Mayusan.
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He ordered thevmain body of the 2d aniheerrﬁcmnanv 56 tﬁen *niTumen
en route to its Sector A p031t10ns, to prcceed 1mmed1ately toward
Hunyung by traln with the mission of demollshlnﬂ ctratnglc p01nts
along the road and rallroad between Tumen and ”uuyung, and also of
seeklnc and attacklng enemy armored unlts. Thﬂs unih succeeded in
blowing up at least one strateglc p01nt--the am&l ’axlway brldge .
at Hwangpa, thus denylng the enemy the ‘use of this raliway in hi*
advance westward. The company commander, repcrtlng tbe demollshment
of the bridge by one of his advance platoons, stated that thc main
part of hils company was then near Onsong, he was thcreupon given
responsibility for controlling railway transportatlon in that v1cinlty.
In connection with the Mayusan threat, Gencral Ota also ordered
the commander of the 299£h Regimsnt‘to deloy the main body of his
antltank gun unit in the v1c1n1ty of Pungni and to cont*nue to direct
the main defense effort in that sector‘ He also ordered his chlef of
ordnance to pcepare 1mprov1sed antltank mines and packaged exp1051ves,
his intendance chlef to transport by rall to Tumen about elght car-
loads of rice, wheat, red beans, then standlng in the Onsong frelght
yards, and other prov131ons in various localltles east of Tumen, and
his medical department personnel to establlsh a dispensary at Tumen.
ifeanwhile, a liaison officer dispatched to 112th Division ”eadquarters

at mlchlang reported that division to be urder attack in all its

sectors.

56. An engineer company'S'ncrmal strength is 254.
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Details of the action fougﬁt in the Mayusan positions are not
known. What ié known is that thé éngagement begﬁn on the morning
of 16 Aﬁgust and lasted one day} that the Soviet attacking force
consisted of two columns each with one>infantry battalion and one
“tank éompany; that the Japanese force consisted of approximately one
battalion (Headquarters of the lst Battalion of the 291st Regiment,.
the 4th Infantry Company, one company of regimental guns, one company
of engineers, and two platoons of the division signal unit); that on
the 15th (when the Soviet river crossing began) one platoon of in-
fantry from the Geﬁsﬁmeisan area was sent to the Mayusan area; that
on the'léty the Soviet fofces captured the outworks of the Mayusan
defenses; that on the morning of the 17th one platoon of the 5th
Company of the 2915t Regiment'was sent to.the‘Mayuéan bosition where
it encountered the right column of the Soviet force which aftér |
capturing the outworks had continued westﬁard to flank our pbsibions,
and that.this'platbon was>annihilated. The Sovieﬁ penetration‘Aid
not reach the main defense positidns of the Mayusan sector by thg“' \
time hoétilities stopped, although it had ﬁegun to by pass somerof
them. Thé 79th Division losses, all in this Mayusan sector,'tétaled
about 140 officers and men killed or wounded; Soviet losses were
estimated at ‘sbout fifty.

The Enemy Crossing near Tumen

On the evening of the 16th, Division Headquarfers received a

repbrt that an enemy armored force from Wangching was headed south
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a;ong three roads and threatened not only d;vision headquarters but
also Third Army Headquarters at Yenchi. (See Map No 2.) General
Ota immediately ordered the assembling in Namyang of the 2d Battalion
of the 289th Regiment, one-half of the 3d Mountain Artillery Company,
and one platoon of the'engineér.unit in Séctor B. Hé then ordered
these unifs to deploy along the Tumen-Yenchi road across the Tumen
River tb check a breakthrough by enemy armored forces into the rear ‘
of the division. At the same time'diviSion headquarters organized
one platoon of its guards into a ‘clos_e—quarter combat unit, i"orl use
in Tumen. Until this time, although.hostilities had technically
ended, fighting had continued. Late-that evening, however, General
Ota, on instructions from Third Army, ofdefed each infantry regiment
to commit its colors to fire, and gave orders to refrgin from active
operations.

Early on the morning of 17 August an enemy mechanized division
rushed down along_the>Wangching-Tumen road. The vehicular bridge 2
miles north of Tumen having been blown up earlier by our engineers,
the enemy column of infantry, tanks, and self-propelled guns halted
on the road. At about 0900 hours, however, an infantry unit forded
the river and launched an attack agéinst us under phe covering fire
of the self-propelled guns.

Meanwhile the force assembléd by General Ota at Namyang had been
ready since about 0400 but, in view orders from the Army to'ceaée
active operations, ﬁas not employed. However, one platoon of the

engineer regiment was dispatched under the escort of a platoon of
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headquarters  guards to blew ﬁp‘a;faiiway'bridgﬁhabout 6 miles north-
west of Tumen. | | |

Cease-fire Order

Shortly after 0700 hours on 17:Augus%, Thiﬁﬁ Armﬁ orders éer@‘
received directing that all opératidns'be‘stéppadg Division Head~-
quarters transmitted it to sach Se&ﬁor; and also sent instructions
to prepare to assemblevtrocﬁs. The assembly'aréﬁs ﬁesigﬁatad were:
for Sector A, Kyongwon; for SeétoruB, Namyang, and for Sectorst
and D, ChongsongQ‘ The Mountain Artillery Regiment Heédquarterﬁ and
the main Body of the‘Regimehtal Ammunition,frain were to a&%émbl& in
Tonggwan, the Engineer Regimeﬁ% in Sugupo, the main body,of the
Transport Regiment in Samyanggok, wéstygf'Tumen, and the Tungﬁing and
34 Heavy Artillepj’Regiménts‘iﬁ their respective pbéitiéns. The
‘units stationed‘in Tumen (headquarters guards, tﬁe Gas Control Unit,
a part of the Ordnaﬁce Duty Unit, the Diépensary, and the Veterinary
Hospitalj were ordered to return to Namyang; meanwhile, the 2d Bat-
talion of the 289th Regiment was ordered reinforce the defense of
the vehicular—réilroad bridée connecting Tumén‘and Némyang, the only
one (other than the Onsong vehicular bridge) which had not been

destrdyed.57

, 57. Battle reports sent in during the actions lacked exactness.
The condition of these combat units after operations is not known in

detail because the troops were interned in Hunchun following the

cease~fire order and acted independently of the division headquarters.
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Hostilities were brought-to o halt with little confusion. The
two enemy thrusts into the 79th Division ﬁositiqns had not gotten
very far. In the Mayusan sector the enemy was in front of the inner
defenses. In the Tumen ares, where the enemy’s'advance was slpw; he
was on thevoutskirts of the city, but all Japanese units h&d‘beéh
withdrawn to Namyang or to the area west of Tumen and the opposing
forces were never joined in battle. Hence the cease~fire order was
issued not ohly before the Soviet forces'réadhed the main defenses,
but also before they reached the main body of the 79th.Divi$iah;
Except for the losses in the Mayusan outworks, the 79th Divi&&ion's
fighting capacity remained unimpaired.

Negotiations with the Soviet Army

Shortly after noon on the 17th, the 79th Divisinn.chief of staff
together w1th the senlor staff officer and officer-interpreters went
to Tumen where they conferred with the Soviet div151on commander.

An agreement to the following effect was reached: |

Japanese and Soviet divisions will 1mmed1ate1y
stop hostllltles.

The Soviet force in Tumen w1ll not cross the Tumen
-River into Namyang.

The 79th Division Headquarters and units directly
. attached thereto will be assembled in the Tumen
camps during the day for disarmament.:

Other divisional>units will be assembled in front

of the Tumen railway station on 18 and 19 August
to be disarmed.
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Ail the Japanese officers whﬁ took part in the negotiations were .
detained by the Soviets; excepi the seniﬁr sﬁaff officer who wés
ordered to deliver the agreémentﬁﬁﬁ the ???thiViSEQH cammander,.

The Soviet commaﬁder’s ordérs WOT@ eérri@d~eaﬁ imm@@iatalyg1
Division Heédquarterg'and uﬁiﬁa attached'thayéte were disarmed upen
 their arrival in Tumen on the evening of the 17¢h. The Veterinary
- Depot éommandant and ane'ﬁoncommissioned officer &ammftted suicide.
On thé,samevevehing almost all of the officers and men Qf £he Tungning
Heéwy;Artillery Regimenﬁ, including the commander, gathered around
their‘artilleny pieces and bléw themselves up at théif rositions,
one battefy north of Tumen; two baﬁteries south of Namyang@' (One
of the regiment's four batteries had been left at Tungning.)

In view of the possibility that the message transmitted te-di—
vi;iOnalyunits requiring them to assemble in Tumen might not have -
reached,thém, Divisioaneadquarters on 18 August dispatched officers
to deliver the'cease—fire’order_as well as the Soviet commander's _
instrﬁctions.' One officer was sent td each of thevfollowihg places:
along the Namyangachangsong Railway line, along the Tumen~0nsong~
;Changpyﬁng road, élbng the Tumen-Onsong-Kyongwon road, and along the
| Tumen-Samyanggok»Changsong road, including the Tumen River's left
bank. | | |

Méanwhile, a number of soldiers committed suicide. The commander
of the 79th Engineer Regiment and several headquarters officers blew

themselves up at Sugupo {presumably by hand grenades). The main body
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of the 3d Engineer Company, the commander includecz3 blew itzell up
at the site of the division alternate‘cémmand post west of Samyanggok.
In many units, soidiers of Korsan maﬁianality were releaged from
service. lThe.remaining‘troops of.pgeh unit arrived &@ Tumen on 18
and 19'August’$nd‘wers disarmed. In all units thsre was a large
number of desertions because orders were eithax net fally understooed
or were utterly ignored. Many of the deserters were later interned
at the Komusan Internment Camp, wﬁich had been organized principally
for the internménx of'persohﬁel'of the Divisional Districts Unifs.
Captain Senda, commander of the lst Battalion of the 2?13@
Infantry Regiment, and abouf 150 of his men ﬁho survived the engage-
ment at the Mhyusan oﬁtworks were inﬁerned in Hunchun by order of the
local Soviét force commander.
| On 20 August officers and warrant officers of the division were
trahsported by train to Yenchi. :Officers and men -suffering from self-
inflicted wounds were sent to Tunhua by train. ALL able bodied men
aceompanied by some officers were marched to Yenchi on 21 and 22
Avgust; mpon arrival there, officefs and‘men were interged separately.
Other Third Army units began ﬁo afrive at Yenchi‘for internmént
in sucecession, including the:lOlst Mixed Regiment, and elements of
the lst Mobile Brigade and of the Nanam DivisionalbDistrict Unit.
They remained there until the end of September.
o In early Octoberiévacuation to Soviet territory began. The

- first group of officers, numbefing some 2,000, were sent, via Hsin-
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king, to Lada\on the outskirts of Tambow City in Buropesn Russia. A
second group, with about an equal nﬁmber,éf officerég was transferred
to the same destination via Hunchun, Kra@kinog and Khabarovsk.5®

Men were organized into labor battalions of appfmximataly'l,OOO
each, with several officers as leaders. In organizing thess labor
units, the Scviets désﬁroyed‘the original organizstion of units so
that each unit was formed from a miiture of various branches of thé
seﬁvicesa Tﬁe Battalions were then marched to different plaeé$ in
succession.

Japaness Residents in the 79th Division Area

&t the dpenihg of hostilities in.Manchuria, the greater part of
Japanese civilian residents in the division's operational zone volunta-
rily moved to the Hoeryong and Nanam areas. The remﬂinderjmovedieither
to the Tumen or Yenchi areas or to nearby viliages, particulafly to
positions of the 3d Heavy‘Artillery Regiment in Samyénggok. On about
16 or 17 August, none but men in £he prime of life were to be found .
in Tumen, Namyang, Onsong, Hunyung, Kyongwon, and neighboring positions.

Dependents of officers of the. division had remained in Nanam and

58, In July 1946 about 7,500 officers, warrant officers, and
civilians interned at the Lada Camp moved in four groups to the
Yerabuga (No 97) Camp in Tatar Republic, where they joined about
2,000 other officers and civilians. The internees were put into
Camps A or B. Of them, some 6,500 were repatriated to Japan between
October and November 1947, about 1,000 in May 1948 (after first being
moved to Kazan), and about 1,600 in July of the same year; about 300
were moved in July to Khabarovsk for internment at sub-Camp No 14
of the 16th District.
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Hoeryong when the division moved to north Ko#éa inJune~July. On

14 August most of the dependents in Heeryong were returned to the
homeland arrivingvthere toward the end of the month; those that
remained committed suicide at Sugupo with the’Engineer Regiment
Commander. Dependents in Nanam; including those of officers of

the Nanam Divisional District, moved to Hyesanjin. They were de-
tained by Soviet troops at Paegam,yand interned at Hamhung at the
end of the war. Although they were to have been sent home in succes-
sive groups after May 1947, many died of illness durdng the iniawvgnm

ing period.59

59. -There were no cultivating parties in the division's opera-
“tional area, most of which was in Korean territory; such groups
were used only in Manchuria.

138



Monograph: No 1548

CHAPTER TX

The 127th Divisica®®

Organization and Source of Personnel

The 127th Infantrj Division was owganlz@ﬁ n@wimning in February
1945 at Hunchun undar the supervision of Third Army. 1t was ons of
the eight div131ons organized in Manchuria in early l@a% i@ give the
Kwantung Army some semblance ‘of strength after it had h@en sericusly
weakened by repeated withdrawalso |

The first two regiments organizedrby the division was formed
principaily ffom the disbanded.9th Bdrder Garrisonﬁﬂnit which had
been ététioned in the Hunchun éréa, plus some personnel from the
112th Di%isisn.) They later acquired a considerable number of fea
‘cruits; ! |

On 26 Febrﬁary, while thevdivision was still in the prdcess of
being organized, it was assigned to the Third Army. 3y the end of
March the two initial regiments-~the 280th and 28lst--were ready.
Early in May an additional regiment, the 282d, was formed from two
independent battalions that had been stationed at Fuchln, plus some
personnel from the two reglments formed earlier.
In mid-May, when the organ;z;tio;‘ef the Divisién was completed,

the three regimental commanders went to Tokyo where they were received

60. The information in this sector was prepared by Major Masao
Sakai, staff officer of the 127th Division.
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by the Emperor at the Impefial Palace and p:esented with the ragi~
mental colors.

The division's strength was reinforced in June by thefassign—
ment of the 2d Heavy Artillery Regiment and the 2d Independent Heavy
Artillery Battery, (both 240-mm hOWiﬁzer). During the July mass-
mobilization ih Manchuria when many new ﬁnits were beling formed,
the division's organic strength was filled out by the gssignment of
the 37th Artillery Regiment and one Raiding Bgtﬁalion. Arms and
equipment for the division were acquired gradually, and by late Juné
the authorized levels had been reached. | .

' Meanwhile, division heédquarﬁefs, originally at Hunchun, had
‘been transferred to,Tumén. During June-Jduly, when the 79th DiviSian
moved to north Korea ahd took up Some of the positipns being re- |
pared by the 127th Division, division headquarters mo;ed to Lungching.
It remained there only a short while, and was then moved to Pataoho-
tzu, where it remained.

Deploymenf of 127th Division

The area of responsibility initially assigned to the 127th
Division cohsisted of the entire Third Army area south of the Tumen-
Hunchun line. After the’79£h Division moved to Tumen in July, and
its soilithern boundary éstablished aloné the Chongsong-Changpyong
line,‘the 127th ﬁivision maigtained control of the area south bf
that line, and‘hence held thg &hird Army's extreme right flankf

This area was partly in Manchuria and partly in Korea. DBetween the
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Kofea and Soviet border a part of Manchuria stretches to south of
Lake Hasan (site of a major b@tdef incident in 1938). From there the
Korea border is contiguous to the Soviet border and follows the line
of the-Tﬁmen River to the Sea of Japan. South from the moubth of the
Tumen to slightly norﬁh of Chongjin the 127th Division's boundary was
the north Korea coast, aleong which, as it turned out, the Soviets
were to make two amphibious assaults. |

The 127th Division}s front extended from nefﬁh of Wuchiatzu to
north of Chongjin; a distance of about 4O miles. The main body of‘
the divisioh, including the 2élst and 282d Regiments plus ope bab-
talion of the 280th Regiment, were deployed inland west of the Tumen
River. Along the border were deployed thé 280tthegimeht (Less one
battalion) near Wuchiatzu, the 10lst Mixed Regiment ne#r Chonghalc,
and the Najin Fortress Garrison Unit at the haval base at Najing
along the 127£h Division's (also Third Army5s) boundary with the
34th Army, the 79th Division's Komusan Detachmgnt was deployed.
(See Map No 1.) |

Both the 1OlstAMixed Regiment and the Najin Fortress Garrison
Unit were under Third.Army's direct control. At the outbreak of
hostilities the 127th Division was to'be given control of the 10lst
Mixed Regiment, and Third Army was to assume direct control of the

Komusan Detachment and retain control of the Najin Fortress Garrison
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Unit. 51'- |

Operational Preparations

Since the tim@ 1t was crgani&ed tha 127t bxviaion was @ﬂgaged
principallylln the‘canstruction of,fortifi@atiens.v ALL per&onnglw '
of thé‘division femain&d in Bi§ouéc duringvﬁast ol ﬁhiﬁ'g@rié&;‘and"
“each unit was assigned speclfin conﬁtruction misa¢@n Initialiy'
this work was carried auz in north Koreaa bu@ afler uh@ 79th Di-
vision moved th@re tne 127th Division ooncantra%@d an th@ f@rbifim‘
cations in the sector weat of the Tumen Rivsr, fx»m Wamboggd@rg to
Hoeryong. | R

Coneurrent with the censtructi@n missi@n, mhich was pushed |
resolutely, the division conducted educatien and training pr@grams L
with the obgective of strengthening the solidarity mf the ccmmand,

kEmphasls was placed on defensive combat tralning All'man were
~trained ta beceme proficient in close—quarter combat and to dia- ’}v
- cipline their minds for this type of fighting Even unibs stationp .

ed along the border, whose positions were camouflaged, were given o

61. The 10lst Mixed Regiment had been organized on 28 Sep 1942,
at Chonghak, north Korea. It consisted of three infantry battallons,
one mountain artillery battalion (75-mm guns), and one engineer com-
pany. It was transferred to Third Army on 10 June 1945 from the .
Seventeenth Area Army. The Najin Fortress Garrison Unit was an old-
established unit. It consisted of four batteries (two of 150-mm
howitzers, two of 280-mm howitzers, all emplaced), and the 460th
Specially Established Guard Battalion of -five infantry companies.

For the Komusan Detachment's organization see- Chart No 1, Monograph
No- lSA_D, page 116
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appropriate training; in order to conceal traininé setivities from
the Soviets particular advantags wés'ﬁakeﬂ af foggy weather.

Meanwhile, in view of the shortsge of arms, the Urdnancs Duby
Unit and Veterinary Depot were ordered to impravise weapons for
‘close~quarter fighting. These incluided metal~tippsd bambov spears
(about 6 feet in length), and hurling-type explosives for use against
tanks; the latter were to be made from air bombs, a supply of which
was stored at the Air Supply Depot in Hoeryong.

In carrying out its border garrisoning dutles, the division
maintained closéuiiaison with the Nanam Divisional District Unit and
the 101st Mixed Regiment, as well as with the 112th Division up until
the time the 127th Division moved south. The policy of exchanging
information was stfictly.observed, and the rapidity with which the.
exchanges were carried out left nothing to be desired. Along the
border, efforts were made to avoid any action that might provoke the
Russians, in compliance with border garrison regulations of the
Kwantung Army.

Status of Preparations Prior to the Outbreak of Hostilities

Immediately prior to the Soviet entry intc the. war, the principal
weapons (other than individual weapons) in the hands of the divisional

units were as follows:

Each Infantry Regiment

Grenade launchers 48
‘Light machineguns 81
Heavy machineguns 18
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- Infantry battalion guns PR
(37-mm guns and 75-mm how) 6

Antitank guns (3%7-mm) . = b
37th Artillery Regimaﬂ% : ; :
Field artillery (75-mm guns) 18
Mountain artillery - . 10
105~mm Howitzers ok

Ammnnltlon was stored mainly in farw&rd p@aat iona, pafﬁiaularlyv
in Wuchiatzu. Tt was planned to store enough 3mmnnitibé‘for 1.5
enéageﬁeﬁts'(ohé’engagéﬁent is considered to last three mmﬂﬁhs) in
“the aivisiqhéi area, -and tdAkeép\suffiéiénﬁ ammnnitianifmp ﬂﬁveam
gagemehfs”ih divisioh reserfe; Tﬁe wiihdrawal of smp@lies to rear
areas after-the adoption of Kwantung Army's delaying plan of operas
tions had-proceeded slowly, and énmajor part of thé divisdon's ammuwv
nition éﬁpplies rémained in forward positions when the war bfeke
out. "Fbéd and fodder sufficient for one month were stored in the

rear areés;i”Although the division was relatively wéil‘supplied it
-.did have shortages of automotlve fuel and signal batterles, shortages
which prevalled throughout Manchurla.

Construction work of the division consisted pr1n01pally of posi~
tions in caves where arms larger than heavy machlnsguns could be
installed. ‘Approximately one~third of this type of construction
work was coﬁpleted. The construction of fortifications in general
was unsaﬁisfactoryu The work waé hampéredvby lack of equipment and
supplies. TheSe difficulﬁies could not be overcomeveven though

the various facilities of local coal mines were available.



During June and July, training in field tactlcal exercises was
given to comménders.directly‘under’diviﬁion control as weil as to
battalion commanders and company commaenders. All training'was con-
ducted in the respective areas of units. By the end of July all
training exercises planned by the division for officers had been
completedo Officers of the lower ranks did not react spiritedly to
this training and it was felt that they had not gained confidence.
The traiﬁing of troops was not thorough in view of the fac¢t that mﬁch
time had to be devoted to organizing units and to consbructing forti-

fications.

Situation at the Outbreak of Hostilgﬁggg_-

At midnight of 8-9 August the barrscks in Wachiatzu were sub-
Jected to concentrated fire by Soviet heavy artillery. Although
the 280th Regiment (less one battglion) there got through a message
reportiﬁg the enemy shelling; its wireless apparatus was destroyed
shortly thereafter. The enemy initial shélling was followed by
limited attacks on our positionétat Wuchiatzu and Shuiliufeng.

The Sovieﬁ'Army, it was later determined, had massed a force
of one infantry division and two tank brigadés in front of the
thhiatzu pdsitions; one of the tank brigades was in position be-
tween Wuchiatzu and Spuiliufeng. Although the aﬁtack was launched
from the Wuchiatzu a£ea, the infantry division plus one of the tank
brigades turned north immediately upon entering Manchuria and headed
| for the 112th Division sector. The other tank bfigade crossed the
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border near Shgiliﬁfeng, turned south, by-pessing our sector, and
then crossed the Kyonghqng,Bridga,to Join, as it iatér.turnéd outv
the Soviet force making the amphibigus assault laﬁﬁihg at Najiﬁ and
Chongjin. Thus the ;27th Division did not receive a msjor attack(

Meanwhile, aftervThird Army received word of the invasion i%
placed the main elements of the 280th Regiment {less one battalion)
in the border areas under its direct command. (The division never-
theless continued to supply these element# with ammunition and pro-
visions). After the Soviet'attack,'thiskregiméht'withdr&w to“
Shangchiaoshan, northwest of Wuchiatzu, and made that its base of
operations. The ‘attz=cks ceased on the 1llth; thereafter elements in
the Shangchiaqshan positions; although subjected to occasional sheli—
ing, did not participate in any engagements.

‘V The Army also changed the status of the 10lst Mixéd Regiment

at Chongﬁak,’attaching it to‘the 127th Division. This regimexnt fell
back gradually and took up positions near Kangpallyong and Hoefyong.
By the time hdstilities ended, the enemy had not attacked the area
‘held by the division‘s maih body. |

On 11 August a Soviet amphibious force of about battalion size
made an assault landing at Najin. Details of this action are not
known except that the landings occurred between 1000 and 1100 hours

and that the defending force fell back towards the south.
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Situation After the War

Almost all of the KIA éasualties sustainéd-hy’tha_Division were

. borne by the 280th Régiment (less one battalion) guarding the border.

It counted about thirty killed and about 100 missing. Other divisional
units, principally.the'2élst and 282d'Reéiments,'auatained approximate-~ .
1y 500 missing, mainly as a result of the fact that they‘sent:guerrilla
troops far ahead of the frbnt‘ line. ‘

The cease-fire order could not be promptly.disaeminatedvnar - |
perly carried ouﬁibecause of the hordeé of J;panéﬁé refugess whe hept
surging into the division's épetatibnal aréé from such places as -
Hunchun, Tumen, Uhggi;.and Najih. ‘Supplies that had besn accumulated
neﬁr Pataohotzu in the division area, including medical smpplieﬂ,_
clothing, and food, were distributed among the’varioué units; soms
supplies were also given to Koreans residing in the.locality. -

' Weapons wefe.collected_on 19 August ahd, afte?.the number was
ascertained, wefekturnéd over to a Soviet cawalry’lieutenanf (com=-
_pany commander) who arrived at Pataohotzu for nmgotiétiohé. ~On_the

20th, officers and men of the division were interned in barracks.
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Monograph o 15L-F
CHAPTER X
The Fifth Ar 62

Organization 7

Ever since the "special meneuvers" held by the Iwantung Army
in 1941 the Fifth Army, in northeastern Manchuria, had maintained a
powerful force. After the unfavorable turn of the war in the Pacific
and in China, Kwéntung Arnmy units were transferred cne after another
to reinforce these active operational areas. These transfers sapped
the strength of Fifth Army along with other armies in Manchuria.

By the end of March 1944 Fifth Army consisted of thres main
tactical units, all iﬁ the eastern part of Tungan Province: the
 1lth Division deployed in the Hulin sector, the 24th Division in
the Tungan sector, and the 3d Cavalry Brigade in the Paoching sector.
(See Map No 1.) In addition it had numerous zone of communication
units and the following auxiliary units:

Artillery Command (1) o
Heavy Field Artillery Regiments (3)
Artillery Intelligence Regiment (fire-control) (1)
Engineer Command (1) :
Independent Engineer Regiment (1)
Transport Headquarters (1)
In the summer of 1944, when the Allied counteroffensive in the

Pacific was well on its way towards the Philippines there‘beganva

series of transfers from Manchuria that was to continue for more

62. The information in this chapter was furnished by Colonel
Akiji Kashiwada, operations officer of Fifth Army Headquarters.
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than a year. The first major unit te go was the éhﬁh.ﬁivisign which
wasbsent to Formosa about the middle of July; At about the same time
the 12th Heavy Field Artillery Regiment (150-mm howitzers) was-tééns»
ferred to the luth Army in the Philippinesm Several zone of communi-
cations units were alsq.transferred. At the beginning of September
the land survey company &f the 13tlArtillery Intellizence Regiment
was transferred fofthe'Thirﬁyhsacmnd %?ﬁy in Qkinaw&aéﬁ ”

Until September 1944 there were three armies in Eastern Yanchuria—-
the Third, Fifth, and'Twentieth.' Towﬁrd the end 6f September, Twentieth
'Army Headquartefs_was transferred to the“SiX£hN§rea Aemy for thg
"Ichigo" operations in the China area, (See paées 52-3, Monograph No
138.) Tweﬁtisth Army itself was.disbanded #nd 1ts unite assigm@d~to
neighbcriﬁg‘comﬁands in Manchuria. The Fifth Army‘gat the 25th
;Division; deploy§dfin the Pingyang sector, two border garrison units;

one heavy'fisld artillery regiment'(lSO—mm.howitzers)'and several

‘zone of communications units.

63. An Artlllery Intelligence Regiment, with a total of about -

667 personnsl had a headquarters (258), one Ground Survey Company

(93), one Plotting Company (225), and.a Sound Locating Company (91).
- The.Ground Survey Company, by triangulation of landmarks in both

the enemy and firendly positions surveyed the general field of artil-
- lery fire. The Plotting Company plotted the exact positions of enemy
weapons in relation to friendly weapons. The Sound Locating Company
determined the range of enemy guns by sound devices. Each artillery
battalion and regiment had equipment and personnel to perform similar
functions (except sounding}, but on a smaller scale. An artillery
intelligence regiment was fisually assigned to an Army, and was de-
ployed in the area where it was most needed.
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Since only the Third~aﬁd,3ifth Armies were left in eastern
Manchuria (from the four in 19h3), the eastern front was divided
between these two armles, the Fifth Army gettlng control of the
two northern provinces, Sanchlang and Tungan, and Third Army gettﬁﬁg
control of the southern provinces of Mutanchiang and Chientao.

(See Map No 1, Monograph 154~B) Actually, the Sanchiang Province--
northernmost on the éastern front--was the responsibility of a separate
division, which was to remain under Fifth Army jurisdiction only until
ﬁhe opening of hostilities at which time it was to revert to the con-
trol of First Area Army. On the'Fifth‘Army's right flank a similar
31tuatlon ex1sted with a division holding a sector of the front
between the Fifth and Third Armles, ass1gned to the Third Army until
the opening of hostilities.

- In February 1945, Fifth Army was ordered to activate the 126th
Divisidn,'the T7th Independeht Mixed Brigade, and the 31st Independ-
‘ent Antitank‘Battaiion.} The Army organized the 126th Division main-
 ly with surplus personnel of the 25th Division, then being reorganized
for transfer tQ the,homeland, énd began organizing the 77th Indepen-
dent Mixed Brigade with men of the 3d Cavalry Brigade. The latter
brigade was inactivated. |

Towards the end of February another bdundary change was made
when Thifd Army's area was éxténded southward into northern Korea,
and'it relinquiéhed the horthern sector of its front--to a point

north of Yaoshan--to Fifth Army. Thus, Fifth Army was given the
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additional duty defending eastern Mutanchiang Province. With this
‘added ’respdnsibility it was given command of the 124th Div:isioﬁ- in
the Suiyang area; the 24 Bordér 'Garrisen Unit: near Suifenhjo, and the
'lltﬁ Border Garrison Unit near Kuanyuehtai. The addition of the
124th Division gave Fifth Army fom‘divisions > two seasoned and two
in the proces‘sx‘of being organized. But t.‘his' harvest was soon to be
consumed by further tranéfers. |

During March 1945 transfers fi'om Fifth Army reached a peak.
About the middle of the month the 25th Division, acquired six months
earlier upén the disbandment of the Twentieth Army, was transferred
to the Sb:tgenth Area Army in the homeland, while the 1lith Mortar
Battalion was transferred to the Thirty-sixth Army, al‘sov :Ln:the home-
land. At the end ofl the month the 11lth Division was transferred td
Fifteenth Area Army in Japan, the 8th Artillery Command and the lith
Independent Heavy Artillery Battalion (150-mm gun) to the Twelfth
Area Army, the 10th Heavy Field Artillery Regiment (150-mm howi\tzerv) R
the 1st Artillery Intelligence Regiment, the 7th Signal Regiment, and
-the 7th Field »Transport Headquartefs to Sixteenth Area Army. Si;'nce
“the 25th a;;d 11th were the only seasoned divisions in‘ Fifth Army,
(the two o;g,her divisions--f.he 124th and 126th--were then in the process
of being orga.nized) thleir ti‘ansféf had a paralyzing effect on the
strength, organization, and combat effectiveness of Fifth Army. |
Toward the end of April, i‘urthermofe, additional units (principally

zone of communication units) were transferred to the Twelfth,‘Six-
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teenth, and: Seventeenth Area Armies.

As a result of all these organizational changes the Fifth Army
late in April 1945 consisted of the following upits (in addition to
zone of communication units):

124th Division
126th Division
- 77th Independent lMixed Brigade
2d Border Garrison Unit
11th Border Garrison Unit
15th Border Garrison Unit (prov151onally organized)
- 9th Raiding Unit (provisionally organized)
31st Independent Antitank Battalion
20th Heavy Field Artillery Regiment (150-mm how)
5th Independent Heavy Artillery Battalion (300-mm how)
+ 8th Independent Heavy Artillery Battalion (300-mm how)
lst Independent Heavy Artillery Battery (150-mm gun)
‘13th Mortar Battalion
1st Engineer Command
- 18th Independent Engineer Regiment (brldge—bulldlng)
3d Field Fortification Unlt
L6th Signal Regiment

 3After the peak withdrawals of March no major transfers were
madé. In mid-June, however, several non-tactical uﬁits were trans-
ferred to the Seventeenth Area Army in Korea;> These were the 70th
Independent Motor Transport Battalion, the‘72d and 74th Independent
Transport Companies, the 19th Construction Duty Company, and the
71lst Zoné of Communications Hospital. |

In early July, in accordance with War Office Order No 105

' (Imperial‘General-Headquarters)3 the 135th Division and 15th Border
Garrison Unit were formally activated. On the 30th, when their
organization was completed, they were assigned to Fifth Army.

Personnel for these two units were obtained from the recently organiz-
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ed 77th Independent Mixed Brigade and the Bd.and 4th Border Garrison
Units which were inaetivated the’same:day.6h On 30 M&y,Ameanwhile,
an Order of Battle had been issued to Fifth Army éignifyipg_that it
was in a war status. (See Chart No 1.)

Qperational‘Preparations

From the time of Kwantung Army's "special maneuvers' inv19hl,
the Fifth Army had maintained the operétional plan calliﬁg for
offensive operations on the eastern front. This plaﬁ remained in
effect until at least the spring of l94h. After the spring the
Army's fighting effectiveness was drastically :edhced‘by~the transfer
of numerous units to active operational afeas. Fifth Army, foré—
seeing the need for revising its plan, and acﬁihg independently of
higher headquarters, originated a plﬁn for holding operations{ and
used it fbr its map maheuvers held in June. This revised plan re-
quired border garrison units to hold key defénsé positions along the
border to facilitate # counterattack by two divisions of the Army,
the objective being to destroy in Manchurian térritory the éuperior |
Soviet force which was expected to surge in from the eastern half
of Tungan province. |

Kwantung Army, meanwhiie, itself beset with transfers from all ,

64. The 3d Border Garrison Unit had been stationed at Panchiehho,
and the 4th at Hutou. The Fifth Army's 2d and 1lth Border Garrison
Units were formed into the 132d Independent Mixed Brigade which was
assigned directly to the First Area Army, and later- attached to the
128th Division. o
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* (Monograph 154-F)
Chart_No 1

Order of Battle of the Fifth Army
(Issued on 30 May AS)

Fifth Army Commander: Lt Gen Noritsune Shimizu

Fifth Army Headquarters
124th Division
126th Division
135th Division¥*
15th Border Garrison Unit*
9th Raiding Unit¥*
31st Independent Antitank Battallon
20th Heavy Field Artillery Regiment (150-mm howitzers)
5th and 8th Independent Heavy Artillery Battalions (300-mm howitzers)
1st Independent Heavy-Artillery Battery (150-mm guns)
13th Mortar Battalion
1st Engineer Command
18th Independent Engineer Regiment (heavy brldge bulldlng)
3d Field Fortification Unit
L6th Signal Regiment
Zone of communications units under direct command of the Flfth Army
L6th and 80th Zone of communications Duty Companies :
64th Independent Transport Battalion (horse drawn)
70th and 7lst Independent Transport Companies
. -45th Field Road Construction Unit
éL4th and 92d Land Duty Companies
19th Zone-of-communications Medical Unit -
47th Casualty Clearing Platoon
2d and 3d Mutanchiang Army Hospitals
Hulin, Hutou, and Paoching Army Hospitals
Pingyangchen, Chining and Muleng Army Hospitals
Suiyang and Pamientung Army Hospitals -
20th Veterinary Quarantine Station (Second Class)
17th Field Ordnance Depot (First Class)
(minus a mobile repair section)
17th Field Motor Transport Depot (First Class)
(minus a mobile repair section)
17th Field Freight Depot (First Class)
(minus a mobile clothing repair section)
628th and 629th Special Guard Companiesi
630th and 6hlst Spec1al Guard Companles*

*  Added 30 July 1945. These units, though not formally organiz-
ed until July 1945, were mentioned in April planning outllnes.
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parts of Yanchuria to the active operational areas,‘ﬁad daveioped a
similar plan for all c¢f Manchuria, and during its Ogtober map maneuQ
vers simulated the conduct of an all-out protractedear of resistance
(holding operations). As a result of these maneuvéfs, Kwantung Army
unofficially chose as the Fifth Army's main line of resistance (MLR)
the line connecting Linkou, Pamientung, and Hsiachehgtzu, and insﬁ-
ructed Fifth Army to begin studies along these lines. The line
chosen, however, was only a starting point. Further study of it,
together with reconnaissance of actual positions, were to lead
Fifth Army to change the line repeatedly.

Kwantung Army got Imperial General Headquarters approval for the
concept of its holding plan on 30 September 1944. But it was not
until”January 1945 that it drew up a draft of the plan, and not un-
til February that it showed the plan to First Area Army. On the
basis of this plan, which First Area Army showed to Fifth Army, as
well as the First Area Army's plan resulting therefrom, Fifth Army
.made various studies, and finally drew up its own outline of the
plan. The gist of it was:

Elements of each main force will check and destroy
the advancing enemy by taking advantage of border
positions and the terrain. The main bodies will
smash the enemy by quickly massing troops at the
main defensive positions to be established on the
eastern side of Pamientung, the eastern and north-
ern side of Lishuchen, and Mashan (about 20 kilo-

meters east of Linkou.)

This outline thus contained the initial revision of the Army's
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main line of resistance. The principal change was that the center
of the line was pro jected forward toLMashan and Liéhuchen, a step
Fifth Aymy was compelled to make when Third Army designated the
border positions along the'Tungning—Suifénho line as its main line
of resistance. The forward projection of Fifth Army's MLR was -
unsatisfactory because it was too extensive a line to be defended
by three divisions and, furthermore, from the viewpoint of terrain
was unsuitable for prolonged resistance. Nevertheless the terrain-
and pqsitions along the line were reconncitered, and the preparation
of fortifications was begun.

| About - the beginning of April 1945, however, First Area Army
Headquarters revealed that it had been informed by Kwantung Army
that a plén for delaying operations had been submitted to Imperial
General Headquarters for approval, to'supersede the holding plan.
In transmitfing fhis informatién First Area Army redesignated Fifth
Army's MR as the line running from ﬁhe southwestern sector of
Muleng north through tbe mountainous region‘weét of Pamientung, to
the area south’of Linkou. This was the second revision, but it was
based on a delaying plan rather than a holding plan. It differed
from the preceding plan primarily in that the southern end of the
line at Hsiachengtzu was extended toAMuleng. Even this second revi--
sion, however, was subjectéd to further study énd revision.

Subsequént studies by Third Army; meanwhile, had led it to dis-

card the Tungning-Suifenho line and to select a line connecting the
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west of Hunchun with Ldtzukou and Tachienchané as the MIR for itself
and the 128th Diwvision. Tachienchang, being about 4O kilometers
southiof Muleng, Fifth Army thereupon redesignated.its MLR as‘the
iine extending from west of Muleng, through the western side of
Pamientunig to Chihsing, thereby eliminating the Mashan-Lishuchen
bulge. (See Sketch No 1.) This third revision corrected the unsatis-
factory feature of the second revision, and was made in order ﬂo
contract the frontage and to utilize favorable terrain for operations
against mechanized units. Following this change; Fifth>Anny immedi-
ately reconnoitered the area designated, and made plans to organize
positions there. Meanwhile, it unofficially notified each division
under its command of the plan, instructing commanders to reconnoiter
their respecﬁive areas and to formulate a detailed plan of operations
on the basis of this line and also to make preparstions for the con-
strgctign of positions. |
The constant study of Fifth Army's plan resulted in several

changes over the oﬁtline prepared in February for holding operations.
In late April Fifth Armj prepared an outline on the basis of the new
delaying plan, to the following effect:

Elements of the Army will crush the fighting power

of the invading enemy, utilizing established border

positions and terrain features. The Army's main

body, formed around three divisions, will quickly

dispose itself in depth along the MIR extending

from west of Muleng, through west of Pamientung,

to the area between Chihsing and Linkou, with the .

object of resisting and destroying the enemy. To
accomplish this, bold and desparate raiding opera-
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tions inside and outside the border will be conducted
actively by utilizing dense forests and other natural
terrain features. Resistance organized in depth will
be carried out against the enemy to destroy his fight-
ing power, thereby accomplishing the objective of pro-
tracted resistance.

The main effort of the Army will be directed to the
sector along the road between Muleng and Mutanchiang.
The Army will heavily fortify the sector of the MIR
and will insure that adequate supplies are provided

in that area.

Based on this plan, the deployment of units and their missions
were announced. To defend the sector along the east-west road be-
tween Muleng and Mutanchiang: the 124th Division, the 31st Inde-
pendent Antitank Battalion, the main force of the 20th Heavy Field
Artillery Regiment, the lst Independent Heavy Artillery Battery,
one battery of the lst Tungning Heavy Artillery Regiment, the 13th
Mortar Battalion, and two provisional indepéndent engineer battalions
(temporarily activated at Chiamussu); to defend the sector along the
northeast-southwest road from Pamientung through Tzuhsingtun to Yehho:
the 126th Division (less one infantry regiment) and an element of the
20th Heavy Field Artillery Regiment; to defend the sector south of
Linkou (the vicinity of Chushan, Chihsing, and Hsientung): the 135th
Division (less one infantry'regiment) and an element of the 20th
Heavy Field Artillery Regiment; to hold firmly the border defense
positions ét Hutou and to harass and cut off the enemy's rear in the

Iman area: the 15th Border Garrison Unit; to form an Army reserve

which Was to be attached to one of the divisions, depending on the
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situation: one infantry regiment of the 126th Division and one of
the 135th Division. |

Units were deployed according to their missions. Main bodies
moved to the rear (MLR) areas and immediately began the construction
of fortifications. » |

By mid-June KWantung Army Headquarters completed its draft of
the delaying operayional'plan and summoned all Army commanders to
Hsinking to show it té them. Although the Fifth Army Commander,
Lieutenant General Noritsune Shimizu, attended,.ﬁhe Fifth Army did
not find it necessary to change the plan it hadlpreviously mapped
out. L

Fortifications

Up until @idel9hA fortificationSvin‘Fifth Army's area had been
constructed principally at strategic points aloné the border. In
August or Septémber 1944, -upon learning that Kwantung Army was draft-
ing plans for~hoiding operations, Fifth Army came t§ the conclﬁsion
that it would be difficult to follow such a plan with its dwindling
strength and the;quality of its personnel. Specifically, the Army
felt that it was‘impossiblghéither to fesisf a powerful Soviet Army
at the border in positions widely distributed over an extensive frontier,
or to defeat it in detail at éstablishednstrong points.in’the border .
areas. For these reasons, a propésal was put forward to call a halt
to all border fortification work that was to be éarfied out that year

but, because no definite instructions were received from higher head-
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quarters, the work was continued according to schedule. (See‘Chart
No 2.) | |
Following the designation of the Fifth Army main line‘of re-
sistance at the beginning of April:l9h5-1t7was decided to prepare
defense poéitions for about three divisioné, the positidnsvto extend
from the sector weétvof Muleng to the area Sdgth of Linkou through
the western side of Pamientung. Reconnaissance of the éfea and other
preparations by Fiftﬁ~Army'were completed so as to launch actual
fortification work as soon as the thawing'seaSon set in. The Army
showed the final draft of construction plans to its divisions and
6ther subordinate units, and issued appropriate instructiéns.
Priority for this 1945 consfructioh work was to be given, the
Army announced, to underground installations invview of -experiences
gained in Pacific operations. Subh installations as dug-outs and
gun shélters were to be constructed deep in the ground so thét they
could be safe from heavy field guns and light bombs. Iﬁ‘selecting |
defense positions, particular attention was to be given to fully
utilizing terrain features to cope with attacks by enemy mechanized
units. Concurrent with this work, the Army announcement continued,
a trainihg program wouid be carried out, the training to be conducted
at the séene‘of the fortifications.
| At the beginning of May each division reconnoitered its respec-
tive area, prepared construction materials, and set to work uhder the

personal direction of commanders. As for fortifications materials,
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lumber was no problem, but cemqnt was never supplied in the suffiéiqnt
quantity. | o

To some extent fortificaﬁion construction'had to be carried out
at the expense of training. Despite the Army's advocacy that train-
ingvshould be conducted at the site of the construction wbrk;ieach ‘
unit began training recruits in their barracks areas. Consequently,
considerable gquantities of‘weApons were retained in baffacks;sreas;'
relatively few weapons were taken to tﬁe construction,sites;’fEarly

in July, the Army commander inspected the fortifications, and pointed

out that weapons should be brought to the construction poSiﬁions;
Although some uniﬁs promptly complied, otﬂéfé were not able to move
their weapons. When the war broke out, about one—third-of the light
and heavy machineguns and:abéut an equal percenﬁage of the_artillery
guns of each unit were still at the barracks areas forward of the MIR.
By the beginning of August 1945 the siow rate of completion of
construction became evident. Of the fire trenches and communications
trenches for infantry troops, only about 80 per cent had been com-
pleted; of the antitank ditches and other tank obstacles about 50 per
cent had beeﬁ completed; Pillboxes with portholes and fire trenches
were only half ¢ompleted. Large caliber guns could not be mounted
because of'the.shortage of artillery tractors. Each division spent
so much time on underground work that, when the war broke out, hard-
}1y any surface wire entanglements had been erected. Excavatibn work

for antitank ditches in the vicinity of the road running from Muleng
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to Mutanchiang had to be postponed beqause of congested traffic.-
Immediately after the outbreak of hostilities, enemy mechanized
units had little trouble breaking through this road and invading
this area.

Those units that left their ammunition stores in barracks areas
had to rely, at the outbreak of hostilities, upon whatever supplies
of arms and ammunition the Army could furnish from its supply depots
at Taimakou, Ssutaoling, and Hsientung, just behind«theleR. |

Logistical Planning

During l9hh,while Fifth Army was still thinking in terms of
offensive operations, it moved some of its supply installations
forward and enlarged them. It moved the main field ordnance depot
and the field motpr transport depot to Hsitungan, and the main field
freight depot (genéral supplies) to Tungah. Furthermore, it opened
sub~depots or branch depots near the regﬁlar stations of subordinate.
commands, for example at Mishan, Feite, Hulin, Hutou, and Paoching.
Thus these huge supply dumps and their branéhes, although established
conveniently for offensive operations, werevnot weli placed for de-
laying operations, since they wéfe located at points vulnerable to
attack by the Soviet Army.

In September 1944 when the Twentieth Army Heédquarters was
transferred to the China area, Fifth Army acquired its field ord-
nance depot, field motor transport depoﬁ, and field freight depot,

all at Chining. These too were in forward areas.
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THe changes in operational plans between Septembervl9hh and -
June 1945 had just as much effect on thé locatibn.of supply bases:
as it did no fortification construftion. When, late in 1944 Fifth
Army was notified that Kﬁantung Army was preparing a holding plén,
it found that all of its supply dumps were forward of the designated
MLR. Tt immediately began a series of conferences with First Area
- Army Hgadquarfers with a view to pulling supply bases back of the
main line. | | 4
According to the holding plan Fifth Army's MIR was the Muleng-
Pamientung-Linkou line. Fifth Army decided therefdre to move a
part of war materials stored in forward supply dumps to feaf sector
dumps to be established at the folldwing placésé Taimakou (about,
10 kilometers west of Muleng), the left bank of the Muleng River .
at a point about 8 kilométers west of Pamientung, Hsientung (about
40 kilometers south of Linkou), and also to a base just north of
_fehho.' For this purpose it set about constructing bomb-éroof,-tun—v:'
neled shelters near the western side 6£ Pamientﬁng, Hsientung, and
Yehho about the beginning of March 1945. (Shelters had earlier been
consﬁructed at Taimakou by Third Army). Later, when the MIR was
revised, construction of the shelters west of Pamientung was stopped
because they proved‘to be forward of it. The main effort was then
directed to the shelters in the Hsientung and Yehho sectors.
With the deeision to move supplies to the rear, and having

ordered the construction of rear dumps the Army towards the end of
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February began evacuating by train large quantities of weapons,
ammunition, and provisions stored east of Linkou, leaving the rest

behind for daily supply of forward units. The evacuation program

was to be completed by the summer of 1945 but, because of the in-
efficient operation of railways, the amount evacuated monthly did
not exceed 60 or 70 per cent of that scheduled.

'Meanwhile, to prevent the enemy from gaining knowledge of the
change in operational plans, Fifth Army in early 1945 decided not
t6 stop construction work on several projects in forward positions
begun in l9hL and employing a large number of coolies. The lérgeSt
of theée projects, all in the vicinity of Hsingkaij(Khahka) and
sdsceptible of observation by the enemy, were: a Sémi—undergrOund
field ordnance depot about # kilometers west of that village, and’
two semi-underground bfanch field motor transport depots, one about
4 kilometers north of it and the other about 5 kilometers to its
east. These installations were pushed to completion as a ruse, and
were never used.

When Kwantung Army's planning shifted from holding to delaying'
operations abouﬁ March 1945, plans for the withdrawal of supplieé
were again revised, and Fifth Army designated the vicinities of
Mutanchiang and Yehho as its méin supply'ba;es_for depots. It also
added one more dump;_bésides those at Tamaikou and Hsientung, it
directed that one be established at Ssutaoling (about 8 kilometers

east of Yehho) as a rear storage base for munitions. Accordingly,
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supplies in ﬁhé Hulin, Tungan, Chining, andlsuiyang areas Wergﬁ"
hastily moved back to these depots and dumps after Apfil. The
quantities evacuated by the time hostilities began did not meet
more than 70 or €0 per cent of the schedule. (See,Skétch’No'Z;)

~ Of the amounts accumulated behind the MIR, about.30 or 40 per
cent were in dumps at Ssutaoling, Taimakou, and Hsientung; the re-
mainder was in the Mutanchiang depot. The levels of ammunition were
so small, however, that there were onlyyloo rounds for eaqh riflé
and 500 or 600 shells for each field gun; the gquantity of fuel in
stock was so lowith#t the Army had,only é ten-day supply. Never-
thelesé, when the war broke out, the Army was able to furnish what.
supplies it had accumlated without much difficulty.

AAt the outbreak of hostiiities, the Arﬁj,Ordered‘the rearﬁard
movement of considerable quantities of:substitute explosives made
from powder extracted from large caliber shellé stored in the branch
ordnance depot at Chining. The'tiansportation'of thié’materiai to
Yehho by‘truck began on 9 August, but none éf.its reached there.be—
cause of interception By;énémy mechanized unitsfhear Pamientnpg.

Communication

 During 1944, roads in Fifth Army's 6perational'areé were -con-
sidered to be adequate. Some'repair work, however, was undéfﬁéken
during the year. The vehicular road between‘Tungan and féii, f§r
 example, important for troop movements, operations,véﬁd'ﬁhe tran$7

portation of'supplies to the Tungan sector, had'fallén ;ntéidisrée
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pair. During the year the Army repaired'some sections of this road
ahd undertook new construction in othervsectioné. In gddition, new
arteries wefe needed. In particular,'a path conmécting Hulin and
Tumuho (about 4O kilometers north of Hutou) through the southern

side of thé Wanta Mountain Range was requiréd for thé transportation
of supplies by packhorse. By the time war broke out only about 50

\per cent of the work planned for Hulin-Tumuho path had been completed.
Both of these roads were .needed in conjunction with the old (offensive)
~operational plan.

f After the delaying operational plan was informally énnounced,
the importance of communications within the main line of resistance
was stressed. Apout the middle of April, work was begun to improve
the road connecting Linkou, Chushan, Hsientung, and Yehho, which
near Chushan was impassable for vehicles. This road paralleléd the
Tumen-Chiamussu Railway. The L5th Field Road Construction Unit'
began work to enlarge the Chushan section of the road but did not
complete the work in time. Consequently, when the war started motor
-transport units in the Tungan'area after retfeating to Poli along
the.Tungan-Poii road, had to continue the journey to Yehho by train.

Road construction within the MIR positions of each unit was
generally the responsibility of the unit. lMost of‘the'interiof
neﬁwork withih'each position was in usable shape by thé timeythé
war_sfarted. (See Sketch No 3.)

Telephone and telegraph lines had earlier been established from
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Yehho to Muleng and to Linkou, and consequently Fifth Army had direct
lines to the 124th and 135th Division. However, it had no lines to
the center division--the 126th~-in Pamientung. A line was therefore
needed along thé<operational road connecting'Yehho-Hualin—Tzuhsingtun-
Pamiéntung. To install these wires preparations were made and neces-
sary meterials were assembled during the winfer months of early 1945
so that the work might be‘startedvin March by the 46th Signal Regi-
ment after it.completed the first phase of its training. Overﬁead
wires were strung along this road during June and July.

‘Another line became ﬁecessary at the outbreak of the war when
the 124th Division moved its headquarters from Muleng to the dense
forest area about 15 kilometers northwest of that city. A service
wire was hastily laid a distance of approximately 10 kilometers,
tapping in on the overhead line along the main road. Yet, during
operations-this line cquld not be used even‘once because the wires
were severed by the frequent movemeﬁts of our troops in the area.
Actually, neither wire nor wireless (telegraph) communication to this
unit could be used, and as a result the direction of its operations
was seriouslyvobs£ructed. |
Training

‘Uhtil»the spring of 1944, Fifth Army retained many excellent
units which had been organized at the time of the Kwantung Army's
"special maneuvers" of 1941. Officers and men of these units were

generally of good qQality and well-trained. When the large~scale
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f,transfers_from Manchuria_began in the sbring of 1944, Fifth Army

. began to losg a large number of these experiénced unité'with comrak
. petent officers'amd men. Replacements, when available, wefe of pobr
quality. As a result of the transfer and poor replacementé there
was a marksd decline in the combat effectiveness of each unit.
Foliowing the transfer of the 2ith, 25th, and 11lth Divisions in
rapid succession, the strength of each Army unit was feduced below
its T/O authorization. (See Chart No 3.) In addition,.the sharp
decline in the gquality of men-~the repla;éments were generally old.
and untrained--reduced the combat effectiveness of each unit, a
weakness aggravatéd by thgrshortage of equipment. As a’resllt
combat effectiveness in the spring of 1945 waéronlyhhalf or one-.
third of the 1941 level.

Fifth Army took steps to remedy this‘situation,*stressing“the
vigorous leadership of commanders. Troops were mgde kegnly~gware
of the necessity to be reagy for the battles ahead,‘ To;give them -
~.confidence in victory in spite of inferiority in equibment,:Fifth
4Army instituted rigofous training programs and stirred'up‘fighting
spirit. In accordance with the Kwantuhg Army's Combat Guide,:each
man was trained to kill ten enemy, to attack énemy mechanized units
boldly from close quarters, to disperse fully dﬁring'enemy bombing
'and'shelliﬁg,-and to operate undef co&er of darkness. However, even

‘ afterisome of these units had achieved some degree of unity and
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(Monograph No 154-F)
Chart No 3

Actual Strengths of Infantry Divisions
June - August 1945

124th Div 14,442 126th Div 16,613
134th Div 14, 056 ‘ 135th Div = 14,228 -

| Standard Organization of Japanese Army Infantry Div131ons
(up to Early part of Pacific War)

—HQ —HQ —HQ
(300) (90) | (306)
L—Inf Bns (three)
—Inf Regt — 1 (4,572)
—Inf Group— (5,546) ‘ —Inf Regt Gun Co
(16,638) | (156)
—Inf Regt —AT Gun Bn
(370)
—Inf Regt —Sig Co
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Cav Regt HQ
(1,048) Ezﬁav ‘Cos (three)
| —Machinegun Co
‘ or
i HQ
: Recon Regt Inf Cos (two)
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(25, 500) ‘ . —HQ
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~—AM Train
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- L—Repair Plat
Trans Regt —HQ
(1, 813) ' Horse Bn
—Track Bn
Signal Unit
(239)

Medical Unit HO
(1,109) I:Cos (four)
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skill through intense treiﬁing, transfers of troops continued and
impaired what progress had been made. Thus, the combat effectiveness
of all units remained in a highly regrettable state.

As regards the types of training given at constructieh sites,

' every spare moment wasbdevoted to trainihg in defensive warfare.
Defense installatione at the scene of.fortificatiohs were used for
such traininé. )

Throughout thie period the Army strictly adhered to the principle
of giving top priorihj to constructing fertifications, and the Army
as a whole devoteﬂ ﬁoo much of its efforts to construction work,
particulerly after April, often at the sacrifice of military train-
ing. -Yet the Army tried to train its men ih the field according to
its slogan "Train While Fighting." Then mass mobilization was en-
forced throughout Manchuria at the end of Juiy and large numbers of
untraihed’reserves wefe sent tovthe 135th Division andkotﬁer units,
the Army became especiaily busy wifh fortification work on‘the ene' 2
hand{and militery training on the other. - Such being the cease, when
the war began the lack of training of‘ﬁew personnel seriously hamper-
ed the operationSvof the 135th Division end other units.

Intellizence

Fifth ArmyZObservation units outposted in the border area ex~
'tending from Jacho southward to Lake jganké, favored by their loca-
tion near the USSR's Ussuri Railway, periodically provided useful

information to the Kwantung Army General Headquarters7 These units
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succeeded in detecting the eastward ﬁransportation‘of~80viet forces
from western Burope after Februéry 1945. They smelled out even such
details as the classification and number of troops and the types and
amounts of equipment. Their reports provided very important data
for determining Soviet plans. (See also Monograph 154-I-.)

Also active in Manchuria, however, wéré pro-Soviet spies,
especially after the spring of 1945. These spies seemed equally .= .
interested in the statué of Japanese forces and in the domestic
situation in Manchuria. Hainly Koreans and Manchurians, they in—“ 
filtrated principally from the sector west of Lake Hanka, between‘
Paﬁchiehho and Mishan,and secondarily’from the sector betweeanutou;
and Jaoho. Some spies were eqﬁipped with large, stationary radios,
and operated from bases in such places as Panchiehho, Chining, Poli,
and Chiamussu. Although the military police searched these places,
they failed to meke a.substantial number of arrests. Some spies
valso had portéble'radios; one_sucﬁ group was arrested near Motaoshih.
in June 1945.

After April 1945 the activity of the Russians became more posi-
tive, and the number of spies carrying radio sets increased. Their
method seemed to be to hide in Manchuria for a long period and gather
intelligence éystematically, and then return to Soviet territory.
Furﬁhermore, in the border zone some spies made use of'shooting
roqket signals at night to send messages. Steps were takép several

' .
times to arrest them, but no results were achieved. :Counter—espionage
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was generally ineffective.

Border Garrisoning -

Duringvthe summer of 1944, Fifth Army was given'resp§n$ibility_
for garrisohing that part of the border extending from the #icinity
of Tungancheng (about 6O kilometers north of Jache) south through
‘Jaoho, Hutou, and Tachiao and westward to Miaoling.(abouz‘ls kilo-
meters wouth ofkTuhgan). Numerous border units garrisoned this -
.extensive frontier. The 12th Bordgr Garriéoﬁ Unit was at'ﬁiaoling,
the 4th Border Garrison Unit at Hutou, an infantfy‘compény,-rainforc-
ed, of the éﬁtthivisibn.at Tangpigheﬁ (the northwestern extrémity
of Lake‘Khanka),'about one infantry battalion, one cavalry regiment,
and.One~mortér battalion of the 1lth Division from the region ex-
‘tending from the northern sector of Laké’Khanka north througthutou
tq Tuhu£o (about 4O kilbmeﬂers nofth‘of Hﬁtou), and one cavalry
regiment of the 3d Cavalry Briga_de at Jaoho. In addition, some of
the observatibn units (each with one officer and twenty to thirty
men) were given the secondary mission ofbgarrisoning the border.
(See Mep No 1.) Each of the units engaged in border garrison dﬁty
exercised patience and prudence, and endeavored to prevent disturbanceé
along the border in accordance with Kwantung Army instructions.

Soviet forces, presumably takiﬂg advantage of the unfavorable
progress of Japanese operatiqns in the Pacific and of the favorable
progress of théir war against Germany, created a séries of out-

rageous shooting incidents at Hutou. From Soviet territory across -
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the Ussuri River shots were fired once a day on 5, 6, and 10 December
1944, and twice'on the 9th. In February 19A5'they extended an insulat-
ed wire across‘the frozen Ussuri River into Manchurian territory and.
»bfazenly connected in with our telephone wire in the sector north of
Jaoho. With the advent of the spring of 1945, they became bolder and
bolder. They'began dispatching spies more actively and cohstructing
fortifications opehly on thelbprder; for our part, meanwhile, every
means was taken to maintain calmﬁeSs in, Manchurian territory.

Towards the end of July, ﬁhen tranéportation via ﬁhe‘Ussuri
Railway increased‘in tempo, the Soviéts-became so defiant as to
cross the border and construct fortifications ih front of Panchiehho.
On 5 August about 100 Soviet infantrymen crossed the Ussﬁfi River
iwhich separates Manchuria from Sibefia and set foot on Maﬁéhurian '
territory, approaching within 500 or 600 meters of our outpost near
Kanhsiatun, about 40 kilometers south of Hutou. o

Thus, as tenseness increased, the Soviets'assumed a very im-
perious and insulting attitude'tbwards us, going so far as to carry
out openly and in broad daylight border movéments which fofmeriy
they had conducted secretly at night. | | |

In view of such unlawful and contemptuous acts of the Soviets

and of such facts as the unilateral abrogation of the’Japanese-

65. The Kanhsiatun incident is described in greater detail under
"Border Garrisoning" in Monograph 154-B.
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Soviet Neutrality Pact in Apri1®6 and also in view of Germany's
sugrender and the unfavorable situation in the Pacific,.it was con-" -
sidered highly probable thet Soviet invésibn of the territory of
Ménchuria was imminent. KXwantung Army Headquarters estimated fhat
.the Soviet invaéion would begin after August or September.

During the months of rising tension; Fifth Army placed emphasis
on the following measures:

Rapid compleﬂion of fortification construction on
the main line of resistance.

Accumulation of arms, ammunition, and materiel, in
the fortified areas.

Redlsoos1tlon of Army units to cope with the 1mm1—
nent commencement of hostilities.

Transfer of Army Headcuarters from Tungan to Yehho.
(carrled out 25 April)

Maneuvers for higher headquarters in accordance
with the new operational plan.

Role of varisus Manchurian Government agencies in
the event of an outbreak of hostilities, particular-
ly as regards the evacuation of Japanese residents.
The new units that composed Fifth Army by August 1945 deployed
garrisons in the border areas in substantially the same positions

as the old units. These consisted prineipally of divisional elements,

except in the Hutou sector. On the 124th Division front one infantry

66. This pact had one more year to run, but might be denounced
one year before its expiration by either party. Langer, Encyclopedia
of World History, P 1143.
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battalion af the 277th Regiment was deployed in the Pamientung sector
from Jumonji Pass to Chingkulingmiao, and one battalion of the 278th
in the Pingyang sector from Hsiaolutai to Shangchihtun via Paﬁchiehhd;
On the 135th Division front one infantry battalion of the 369th Regi-
ment was deployed at Miaoling, one company of the 368th at Tachiao,
one platoon of the 368th south of Hutou, and one battalion (less one
company) of the 369th in the Jaoho seétor, including Paoching in the =
rear. The principal force at Hutou was the'lSth Border Garrisoﬁ

Unit (assigned to the 135th Division on 9 August), which consisted

6i’ one infantry battalion’(four infantry companies, one infantry
artillery battery, and one antitank battery) one artillery'unit

(about two batteries), and one engineer unit (about Qne'company).

(See Map No 2.) | |

Status of Supplies and Equipment

The equipment of each unit of the Army was~excelient and suf-
ficient until about the summer of 1944 when the transfers to the
Pacific and1China areas began. Because many of'the’transferred
units took élong most of the reserve supplies and‘enough ammunition
for two maj§r engagements (about a six months supply) the stocks,in
the Army supply depots decreased sharply compared with the levels
maintained during the Kwantung Army "sepcial maneuvers" of 1941.

Units departing Manchuria for active operational éreas natural-
ly had to be well equipped, and‘whgn possible, newly equipped. ’The

surplus weapons and materials left behind by these'unité were given
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to newly organized units. Some of the new units, eVén aftér being
organized, were sorely in need of'certain items. The infantry units
of the 126th Division, for example, was equipped with only half of

the authorized number of heavy machineguns, light machineguns, grenade
dischargers, and other weapons; its artillery unit was only two-thirds
equipped.

In the autumn of 1944 Fifth Lrmy had received a verbal message
from Kwantung Army Headquarters to the effect that Manchuria could
no longer depend on the homeland for explosive powder, but would
have to prbduce it locally. In this same message Fifth Army was
assured an allocation of more than 10 tons from the KwantungiAfmya
However, until the spring of 1945 none of this allocation was re-
ceived. In these circumstances the Army made efforts to prepare
several tons of ‘antitank explosives from powder charges of ammuni- -
tion for large caliber‘guns.67

By the spring of 1945 stocks of some weapons;wére so low that .
improvisation had to be made. The ordnance depot and the motor
transport depot forged swords, bayonets, and other weapons from such
materials as the springs of motor cars in order to equip zone of

communication units and also for the 135tthivision.68

67. Ammunition for guns of large caliber, suc¢h as 240-mm and
300-mm, useless in China and the Pacific, had been stored by Flfth
Army since the Kwantung Army "special maneuvers" of 1941. e

66. Although the 135th Division was not formally activated
until July 1945, its scheduled activation was announced several
months earlier. :
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Afi‘er April 1945 considerable quantities of ammunition were
transferred to the China area and tie homeland, resulting in further
shortages in Manchuria. The artillery regimeﬁt’of the lthh{Divisioﬁ;v
the nucleus of the Army, was only two-thirds equipped‘despite the
fact that it Supplementéd its meager equipment of Model 38 field
guns with Model 90 field guns, and Model Al mountain guns’ (all 75-mm) 9

The artlllery units of the 135th D1v1sion, the last d1v1sion to
. be organized, was the most poorly equipped unit in the Army. Organ—
-ized at the end of July, it was only two-thlrds equipped with cavalry
| guns (75~mm) trench mortars, and other weapons. The 1nferlor1ty of
equipment in thls diVision, coupled with the low quality Qf'men and
‘thair inadequate training, greatly reduced its fighting effective- .
ness. | | _ | A

Except for the supply of food, there was a shortage of‘almost

all items of supply in Manchuria, a shortage which Fifth Army felt
equally with other commands.: The shortage of~ammunition, explosives,
and automotive fuel was particularly acute in Fifth Army, and led to
,the belief that it was quite 1mpossib1e for the Army to flghﬁ an-

~extended war of resistance.

69. The nomenclature of the Mbdel 38 gun was derived from the
fact that the pretotype was wrought in the 38th year of, the Meiji
Era (1905). ‘ The name of the Model A4l mountain gun was similarly-
"derived. .This was not a hard and fast method of nomencloture, however,
The Model 90's name was derived from the- 2529;& year of the Japanese
Imperial Era.(1930). The Model 38 had a range of 11,600 meters; the
Model 90, with a longer tube, had a range of 14,400 msters, and the -
' probability of hits was better than the Mbdgl 38.» v
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Status of Preparations Immediately Prior to the War

Considering the newness of its nnits‘thévincomplete7status of
training of new personnel, the unfinished fortifications, and the -
serious shortages of equipment, Fifth Army Héadquartérs believéd
that if the Army were to fight‘in earnest,‘its{fightihg4powér would
be exhausted in less than ten days. |

Compared with the combat effectiveness of tﬁé Kwantung Army's -
well»trained'divisibné of 1941, such as the 12th, the combat efféc§# 
tiveness of the néw divisions was extremely poor. Ratingvthe‘l2th '
Division as 100 per cent effectivé; the 124th Division was 35 per
cent effective, the 126th Divisien 20 pér cent, and the'lBSth Di-
-visidn only 15 per cent.

Becausé of construction work underway in the MIR positions,
the main body of each division at the beginning of'August was away
from its barracks area, and was encamped at construction sitesf
Although the recently organized}lBBth Division was similarly deploy—
ed, it had a large number of recruits in barracks’éreas undergoing
training. When the invasion began, each division headquarters was
forward bf its main body, with only the border elements between
itself and the enemy.

Mbreover, for four days in early August the Army conducted cohf
férencés, training, and_field’exercises at Yehho with agencies of

both the Jépanese and Manchurian Governments to finalize plans re-
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garding evacuation of Japanese residents and cultivating groups, the
handling of railroad transportaiion and signal commqnications, and
other related matters. |

These exercises were followed by war games for division com-
manders and chiefs of staff, scheduled to last for about five days
beginnihg on 7‘August. On the evening of 8-9 August, therefore,
when the Soviet Army marched into Manchuria, each division commander,
" each chief of staff, and the commander of the 15th Border Garrison
Unit were staying at Yehho. Army Headquartersbwas caught off guard

by the invasion; it had believed that the Soviet Union would soon

step into the war, but not until September.
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