
(J-
j) l.d.'f 
:It 171 

• 

,. .. 

, I· 
' 
! ' .; ,., . ,. . 

Japanese Monograph No..l79 

---·--:--··\. 

: . .::.,-

CENTRAL CHINA ARE'A · 
OPERATIONS RECORD 

1937-1941-

PREPARED BY 
HEADQUARTERS, USAFFE 

AND EIGHTH U.S. ARMY (REAR) 

· DISTRIBUTED BY 
OFF1CE OF THE CHIEF OF MILITARY HISTORY 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

·-:z: 
< 
rT;l 

~ ::r 
CD C'~ 



d 

PREFACE 

This monograph is one of a series prepared under instructions 
from the Supreme Commander for Allied Powers to the Japanese 
Government (SC.APm No. 126, 12 Oct 1945). The series of studies ·· 
covers:>the operations of the Jap~ese armed forces from 1931 until 
the surrender in 1945. The studies were written by former officers 
of the Japanese Arr:s:r and Navy under the supervision of the Historical 
Reeords Sections of the First (Army) and Second (navy) Demobilization 

. Bureaus of the Japanese Government. The original manuscripts were 
translated by U.S. Army translation service. Extensive editing was 
accompliShed by the Japanese Research Division of the Office of the 
Military History Officer, Headquarters, United States Ar'JJY Forces, 
Far East and Eighth United States Arrey (Rear). · 

In the preparation of these monographs the writers were handi­
capped by the non-availability of many operational records which 
are normal.ly employed as source material in this type of study. 
Many official orders, plans, and unit journals were lost during _ 
field operations or bombing raid~. A particular handicap has been 
a lack of strength reports. How eyer; most of the important ·orders 
and o~~er information .sources have been reconstructed from memory 
and. while not textually identical with the originals, they are 
believed to be accurate and reliable. 

This monograph covers military operations in central China. f~in 
the China Incident in July 1937 to the outbreak of the Pacific War 
in 194J. and includes that part of Monograph No. 75 which dealt with 
the 1st Cba.ngsha Operation.* As the basic document was ccrr:.piled 
largely from the memory of Lt. Col. Heizo Ishihara, Chief of the War 
Records Department, General staff Headquarters, extensive research 
Yla.S necessary in order to evaluate the information, to check both 
facts and dates, and to add pertinent data • . In addition, as both 
basic documents l'lere submitted without maps, this office prepared 
the many maps re~ired to illustrate the text. Spelling of place 
names on maps, as well as in the text, is that used in AllS 5301. 

* The 1st Changsha Operation, September and October 1941, which was 
originally described in Monograph No. 75, 11 Changsha Operation, Sep 
.3S - Aug 44"' (also the WOrk of Lt. Col. Ishihara) has been added to 
Chapter V of this monograph since the operation was a very definite 
part of the operations of the 11th Army in central China during the 
period covered by this . stu~. The 2d and 3d Changsha Cperations, 
also described in l~ncgraph No. 75 will be absorbed into Monograph 
!~os. 71 and 72, respectively. 
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The editor was assisted in research and in preparation of maps 
by Tadao Shudo, fornerly a lieutenant colonel on the staff of the 
11th Army in central China andlater a member of the Army General 
Staff and Air Army General Staff. 

Other monographs covering the operations of Japanese amed 
forces in the China area are: 

Mono No 

70* 

71 

72 

129* 

17S* 

lSO 

74* 

76 

166 

Title 

China Area Operations Record 

Army Operations in China 

Army Operations in China 
~ 

China Area Operations Record: Command 
of China Expeditionary Army 

China Area OJ2 rations Record: Sixth 
Area A~ Operations 

North ·China Area Operations Record 

South China Area Operations Record 

Operations in the Kun-lun-~ Area 

China Area Air Operations Record: 
China Incident and Greater East 
Asia War 

China Incident Naval Air Operations 

*Indicates edit completed. 

Tokyo, Japan 
2l December 1955 
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CHAPrER •I 

'From the outbreak of' ·the China Incident to the 
Capture of' Nanching 

-· 
Shanghai Operation 

- ' .· 1 
.Uter the 0~ Incident in Shanghai on 9 August 1937, the ., 

l"'flationship between the Naval Special Landing- Party (approxtnate-

lT 4~~ men) charged with the protection of Japanese residents in 

that_ area, an:1 the polTerful Chinese Arfny- (approximately 50,000 

strong) which had invaded the west suburb (the unarmed zone) of 

Shanghai, daily became more tense. By lJ Auaaust a state of war 
2 . 

existed. On the lSth, the Central. Authorities decided to send 

the : Shanghai Expeditionary Army, the main force of which consisted 

ot the 3d and 11th Divisions, to assist the naval urtit , in protect-
. \ . 

ing the Japanese residents by clearing the enemy from· the area. 

The substance of the orders issued by the Central. Authorities to 

eaver this mission was as follows: 

The Shanghai Exp3ditionary Army shall be dispatched 
to Shanghai. _ · 

:In cooperat~on with the Navy, the ·conunander, of' the_ 
Sianghai Expeditionary Army shall suppress the · enemy 

I 

·, 1. . Lt !Sao Oyama, commander of' the 1st Company of' the ShaP.ehai 
Special Naval Landing. Force and 1st Seaman Yozo Saito -were killed by 
lll.embers of the Chinese Safety Unit on Monument Road in the extension 
ot the common concession at about 1830 on 9 August 1937. 

2._ Prior to 17 November .1937, when Imperial General Headquarters 
was established i.l'l Tokyo to cope with the situation in China, Central 
Authorities comprising the Anny and Navy General. Staff's and the v;ar · 
and Nav.y Ministries, directed Japanese operations in China. 



e . 
in the vicinity of Shanghai, occupy strategic p>sitions in 
Shanghai and in districts to the north thereof, and protect 
Japanese residents. _ . . 

The commander of the China Garrison Amy3shall dispatch 
the 6th Independent Air Company of the Provisional Air Corps 
to the vicinity of Shanghai and place i~ under . the command of 
the commander· of the Shanghai Expeditionary Army. 
. Units destined to join the Shanghai Expeditionary Army 
shall be considered to be under the command of the A~ as 
or the time or their departure from Japanese harbors. 

The 6th Independent Air Company shall come under the com­
mand of the commander of the Shanghai Expeditionary. Army as 
of the time of its arrival in the vicinity of Shanghai. 

Appendix 

Composition of the Shanghai Expeditionary- Arrrry 
(Outline) 

Shanghai Expeditionary Arrey Headquarters 
3d Division · 
llth Division (minus the Amaya Detachment)4 
7th Independent Machine Gun Battalion 
5th Tank Battalion 
8th Independent Light Armored Car Company-
lOth Heavy- Field Artillery Regiment (minus one battalion 

. and one-half of the ammunition train of the regiment) 
5th Independent Heavy- Siege Artillery- BattalionS 
4th Trench Mortar Battalion 

3. The headquarters of the China Garrison Al"'IlY ·was in Tienching. 
(Monograph No 178, North China Area Army Operations Record, Vol I.) 

4. Fearing there would be ·incidents similar to the Shanghai In- . 
cident in the Chingtao area where there were many Japanese cotton 
mills, on 15 August, Central Authorities ordered the Amay-a Detachment 
(composed .of one infantry regiment and one muntain artillery bat­
talion as a nucleus and ·commanded by the brigade commander) to Dairen 
so that it could be moved quickly to Chingtao should it be required to 

. protect the Japanese residents there. On 25 August, the Japanese 
Government ordered a general withdrawal of Japanese residents from 
Shantung Province and, on 1 September, the Anaya uetachment was ordered 
to rejoin the 11th Division in ::>hanghai. _ 

5· 24cm and 30cm houitzers, when employed in siege operations . 
agairist a fortress were termed "siege guns. 11 (KOJOHO) 
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5th to the lOth Field Antiaircraft Gun Units (inclusive) 
16th Division6 (OTSU)7 

7th to the 9th Field Searchlight Units (inclusive) 3d 
Division 

8th Independent Engineer Regiment (K0)8 
6th Independent Air Company 
Headquarters of the Signal Unit of the Shanghai 

::;,. · Expeditionary Arrq , 
lith Field Signal Company 
40th Radio Platoon 
50th to the 52d Radio Platoons (inclusive) 
4th Fixed Radio Platoon 

On. 23 August, the Shanghai Expeditionary Army landed at the 
( 

mouth of the Huangpu River and in the area northwest thereof, 

destroyed the ~nemy stationed there and advanced to Tachangchen. 

It then attacked the Chinese forces in the vicinity of Shanghai 

bat was unable to advance both because of difficult terrain and 

the enormous strength o! the enemy. 9 

On 1 September, the Amaya Detachment was ordered to return to 

_its original unit and, on 11 'September, the following. units arrived 

6. 'lhese antiaircraft units were not part of the 16th Division 
in north China. They were organized in Kyoto, Japan by the 16th Di­

-vision commander (later by the 16th Reserve Division co~ander) as 
air defens~ units for the Shanghai area. Upon completion of their 

_ organization they were placed under the command of the Central Au­
thorities. At the time o! their departure from Japan they were 
placed under the command of the Shanghai Expeditionary Army com­
mander. · 

7. "OTSU" signified "B" class antiaircraft units or units 
which had no mobility. · 

8. The classifications !or an engineer regiment were KO - General 
Purpose; OTSU - Tunnel construction; HEI - Heavy bridge; TEI - Landing 
and Shipping; BO - River Crossing; KI - Electric. 
· 9. On 20' August, it was .estimated that there were approximately 

14 or 15 · Chinese divisions in the area and thereafter one or two di­
visions were added each day until, toward the end of the Shanghai 
Incident, there were 85 Chinese division~ in this area. 
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from Japan to reinforce the Shanghai Expeditionary Army: 

9th Division 
lOlst Division 
13th Division 
lst and 2d Independent Machine Gun Battalions 
5th Heavy Field Artillery Brigade .. 
15th Independent Heavy Field Artillery Regiment · 
1st Trench MOrtar Battalion 
1st to 4th Field Searchlight Units (inclusive) of the 

Imperial Guards Division 
12th Independent Engineer Regiment (BO) 
Headquarters, 3d Air Brigade 
29th Field Signal Company 
44th Field Signal Company 
31 to 37th Radio Platoons (inclusive) 

At the beginning of October," the Shanghai Expeditionary A~ 
-

again took the offensive but was unable, at first, to make any pro-

gress. Toward the end of the month, however, it started to break 

through enemy positions and pursued the enemy toward the Suchou Ho. 

There the Chinese forces made a stand at prepared positions but the 

Japanese forces attacked fiercely and put the enemy to flight. On 

12 November, the Expeditionary Army began a full-scale pursuit and 

cleared Shanghai and its vicinity of Chinese troops. 

Earlier, on 20 October, in order to envelop and destroy the 

Chinese forces in the vicinity of Shanghai, Central Authorities 

ordered the lOth Army to land its main strength at Hangchou B~ and 

attack the right rear flank 'of the enemy, and at the same time, to 

land a force of more than division strength in the vicinity of · 

Pai.maokou to attack the enemy's left rear flank. For this purpose, 

Central Authorities dispatched the 6th and 16th Divisions10 and the 

10. The 16th Division was assigned to the Shanghai Expeditionary 
Army on 30 October 1937. 
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Kuniaald. Detachment ll from rorth China, the 18th Division12 from 

Jlanchuria and the 114th Di~ion13 from Japan. The Order of Battle 

ot the lOth Ar~ then was as follows: 

---~ 

A.rrq Commander - Lt Gen Heisuke Yanagawa 

lOth A~ Headquarters 
6th ilivision · 
l.Sth Division 
ll4th Division 
Kunisaki Detachment 
One Independent Machine Gun Battalion 
One Independent Light Armored ~ar Company 
Eight ~ield Antiaircraft Artillery Units 
Three Field Searchlight Units 
TWo Independent Engineer Units (one each KO and EO) 

On 7 November, the Central Authorities organized the Central 

China Area ~ with the .Shanghai Expeditionary Army and the lOth 
... 

A.rrzfT as its main force.14 The Area A:rmy was commanded by Gene.ral 

u. The main force of the Kwrlsald Detachment was the 9th 
Infantry Brigade (minus the lith Infantry Regiment) and the 3d 
Independent Mountain Artillery Regiment (minus the 2d Battalion 
and one-halt of the ammunition train of the reg~~ent.) It was 
commanded by the 9th Infantry Brigade commander~ 

12. The 18th Division was sent to Manchuria on ll September 
as a strategic reserve for north China. At that time it was under 
the direct ~ommand of Central Authorities, but with its transfer 
south for · participation in the Shanghai Operation, it was assigned 
to the lOth Arrrq. 

13. The original manuscript stated that two divisions (lSth 
and 114th) were sent from Japan. This is incorrect. , · 

14. The headquarters of the Central China Area Army was or­
ganized temporari.J.3' on 7 November to control the Shangl':ai Expe­
ditionary ~ and the loth Army. General I wane }iatsui, commander 
ot the Shanghai Expeditionary A~. became the corrmander of the 
Central China Expeditionar.y Army and Lt Gen Yasuhiko As~ka was 
appoi.rited commander of the Shanghai Expeditionary Army. At this 
time, Central Authorities hoped to destroy the en~ around Shanghai 
and thereby hasten the conclusion of hostilities, but, not wishing 
to adversely influence . pub~c opinion abroad, it did not issue the 
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15 
Iwane Matsui. Its mission, in coo_p:lration with the Navy, was to 

destroy the enemy in the vicinity of Shanghai. 

As soon as the lOth Army landed in the vicinity of Hangchou 

. Bay on 5 November one element was ordered to advance toward Kunshan 

and strike directly at the right rear flank of the enemy facing the 

Shanghai ~editionary Army, while the main force was ordered to 

march first toward Chiahsing ·and then to advance toward Wuchin. 

The first line units acted in accordance with this "plan but 
~ . 

the Chinese began a general retreat on 12 Novem.ber and the Shanghai. 

&peditionary Army pursued them along and to the north of the 

Nanching - Shanghai railwC\Y. As a result of the Chinese retreat, 

the Japanese unit (the 16th Division and an element of the Shigeto . . 
Detachment

16
) which was scheduled to lam in the vicinity of Paimao-

kou on 16 November, landed on the ]Jth. It enoountered. very little 

opposition and advanced to within ten kilometers east of Changshu the 

14. (cont 1 d) Order of Battle of the Central China Area Army. 
The Order of Battle was issued on 1 December when it was realized 
the oonfiict could not be localized and the decision was rr..a.de to 
capture Nanching, the capital of China. 

15. On 22 December 1948, General 1f.atsui was executed at the 
Sugamo Prison in Tokyo as a war criminal. 

16. ·The Shigeto Detachment, \'lhich was attached to the Shanghai. 
Ex:peditionary Army on 7 Septenb er 1937, was commanded by Lt Gen 
Chiaki Shigeto, commander of the Formosa Army Garrison Unit. It 
was oomposed rn.ainly of the Formosa Garrison Unit Headquarters, the 
1st and 2d Formosa Infantry Regiments, the Formosa Army 1foWltain 
Artillery Regiment, the Formosa 1st and 2d Uedical Units, Formosa 
Provisional Transport Unit and the ?ormosa 1st .ani 2d Convoy Un:!:_.ts. 
On 7 December 1937 it was assigned to 'the 5th Amy to .take part -ir:l 

. .,. the .Bias Bay Operation (Honograph No. 180, South China Area Oper­
ations Record, Vol I) and was transferred to Formosa on 22 December 
1937· 
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same day. · Umer these favorable oomitions, · the Central China Area 

Arm:s' advanced to the line connecting Cba~ahu, Suchou and ClUAhai!lg . 

on 19 ~ovEmber:o but tallest to contact the maiA. force ot ·the retreat!Da 

enew• 
Imperial General H~adquarters., at first., bad hoped :that the 

obj.ectives of the Shanghai Operati.Cill would be achieVed when: the 

Chimse were driven from the ·area arouu:l Shanghai and, at. that tima, 

had decided that the p~:sui.t boundary li)UJ.d be the line ·connecting 

Suchou and Chiahsing. •.However:-, the generaf war COJldi tion toward 

the end of November, e.speciaily the active pursuit conducted bJ' the 

first line units, caused the Japanese forces .~ go b~m thia 

boundary. Hence, on the 24th, the pursuit boundary was · extended to 

the line connect:ing Chingyangchen, Wubsi and Wuhsing. (llap l) 

Nanchin.g Operation 

In view of the general war situation, Imperial General Head­

quarters decided that it was necessary tq capture Nanching and~ on 

l December, ordered the coiJIII18nder of the Central ·China Area Arrq a 1A 
. . ·, . 

cooperation with the ·Navy, to prepare to capture _the ,~t7. ·.·At the 
. . . 

same time, it granted per;om.ission to the Area Antr to co~uct 11in1t.a4 
. .0 . 

operations, which were necessary to attain its objective, . in ~tr .. 
. ' 17 

tegic areas along the left bank of the Yangtze River:-. lt that 

17. At this time, Iinperial General Headqnarters had restrictecl 
the operations o1' the CentrSJ. China Area Army to the right bank o.t . . 
the Yangtze River in an endeavor to p-event the sF,ead of ~e incident. 
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time, the main strength o! the en~ was retreating tar tO the west, 

leav.ing only part o! its force (approximately 100,000 men) in the 

rtcinity of Nanching. 

On 7 December, Imperial General Headquarters removed the 3d 

Air Brigade from the command of the Shanghai Expedition&ry' A~ and 

PLaced it under the direct command of the Central China Area A~. 

It also removed the 3d Air Battalion, the 8th Air Battalion and the 

2d Air Company ot the 5th Air Battalion from the command of the Pro­

visional Air Corps of the North China Area Arrrry and assigned them to · 

the 3d Air Hrigade of the Central China Area A.rrq. 

On the same day, Imperial General Headquarters ordered the Area 

A.rrq commander, in cooperation with the Navy, first to capture 

Nanching and then to secure the strategic areas along the right' bank 

ot the Yangtze to the north o! and including Hangchou, Hsuancheng 

and Wuhu. Also the Area Artrf3' was ordered to continue i,.ts air attacks 

against strategic areas in enemy-held territory ~d, in accordance 

with the c.hanges in the situation, to concentrate arrl build up reserves . . 
tor future use by Imperial General Headquarters. 

The Area Army thereupon ordered the Shanghai EXpeditionary Army 
ti; . 

(organized around the 9th, lOlst, 13th and 16th Divisions and the 

Shigeto Detachment) to capture eastern Nanching with its main strength 

~ the fortifications along the banks o! the Yangtze River with an 

element. It was then to sever the Tayun Ho north of the Yangt~e River 

and, atter crossing to the l:eft bank of the Yangtze River, to 
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cut the Tienching- Pukou railway. In order to cut off the enemy's 

retreat, the Area Army ordered the main strength of the lOth Army to 

proceed to southern Nanching, an element to Wuhu through the area 

along the . ~oad linking Kuangte, Hsuancheng and Wuhu and another 
·~· ' 

element to Pukou on the opposite bank. from Nanching by crossing the 

Yangtze in the vicinity of Tangtu. Front line units advanced straight 

toward ,Nanching and occupied the city on 13 December. Elements of 

the Shanghai Expeditionary Army occupied Chiangtu on the left bank 

of the Yangtze River on the 14th and Chuhsien on the 20th, thereby 

cutting vital enemy communication routes to the north of the river. 

Early in December, the Area Army co~ander had ordered the lOth A~ 

commander to capture Hangchou. After the capture of Nanching, the 

Arr:Iy started a drive from the Kuangte - Wuhsing - Chiahsing line with 

about two divisions and, without meeting much resistance, capturEd 

Hangchou on 24 December. {Map 2) 

On 31 December 1937, the Kunisaki Detachment was returned to 

the command of the North China Area Army commander and, on 15 January 

and 10 February 1938, the 16th and 114th Divisions were returned to 

their original command - the North China Area Army. 

Organi~ation of the Central China Expeditionary ArmY 

On l4 February 1938, Imperial General Headquarters ordered the 

deactivation of the Central China Area Army, the Shanghai Expeditionary . 

Army and the lOth Army. At the same time, it ordered the organization 

of the Central China Elcpedj,.tionary Army. with the newly appointed com-

25 



mander, General Shunroku Hata18 being assigned the .follOI'ling mission: · 

The Central China Expeditionary Arrrry shall secure the stra­
tegic areas on the right bank of the Yangtze River north of am 
including Hangchou, Hsua.ncheng and Wuhu. Ala> it shall continue 
air attacks upon strategic areas in enemy territor.y! 

By the same order, General Iwane Matsui, commander · of the Central 

China Area Army With c e~tain of his star f, 19 as ~ell a~ the commanders 

of the Shanghai EXpeditionar~ Army and the loth Army with their re­

spective staffs, was ordered back to Japan. Upon arriv~ in Japan, . 

these headquarters werie disbanded. 

On the 15th, the commander of the Central China Expeditionary 

Army was ordered to return the following . units to Japm: 
. . '' 

2d Independent Heavy Field Artillery Battalion 
3d Independent Heavy Field Artillery Battalion 
4th Independent Heavy Field Artillery Battalion 

· Shanghai Expeditionary Army Artillery Intelligence Unit 
9th Independent Engineer Regiment (OTSU) · · 
5th Independent Heavy Siege Artiller.y Battalion 
Independent Heavy Siege Artillery Unit 20 lst Second Reserve Infantry Group Headquarters 
3d Division 1 s l.st and 2d Seoond Reserve Infantry Battalions 

18. General Rata was promoted to Field Marshal on 2 June 1944. 
On 30 October 1954 he was released on parole from Sugamo Pr_ison, 
Tokyo, where he had been serving a life sentence as a war_ criminal. 

19. Some staff of the Central China Area Army remained in China ­
as members of the Central China Expeditionary Army headquarters. 

20. "'l'he basic Japanese nanuscript, omits all second reserve 
units from the Orders of Battle of the Shanghai Expeditionary Army 
and the lOth Army as these units were guard units in the logistical 
zone. The term of service of the Japanese soldier -was two years 
active service, five years and four months reserve service after 
completion of active service and ten years second reserve service 
after completion of his reserve seryice. He could be called ~ck 
'\;o service any time within this period. . . 
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2d Second .l:ieserve Infantry Group Headquarters . 
3d Division 1 s 3d and 4th Second Reserve Infantry Battalions 
6th Division's 1st am 2d Second ·Reserve Field Artillery 

Batteries 
lith Divis:ion' s 1st Second Reserve Mountain Artillery Batteey .. 
12th-Division 1 s 1st ani . 2d Second Reserve 1buntain Artillery 

-'13a.tteries 
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CHAPl'Ea II 

Wu-Han (Wuchang - Hankou - Hanyang) Operation 

. . . 

. General Situation after · the Tungshan Operation~ 

EnemY Situation 

After the Tlingshan OP,ration the enemy withdrew ita 1st War 

Sector Army to the west of the Peiping - Hankou railway and dia­

posed the 5th War Sector.A~, Which had been defeated in the 
. . 

Tungshan Operation, in the vicinity of· the Tapiebahan Mountain .. ' ~ 

Range, north of Wu-Han. About the middle of June, the Chinese 

organized the 9th War Sector ArrJ13' and gradually assembled. it in 

the vicinity of Wu-Han. By the middle of July, the combined strength . 

of the 5th and 9th War Sector Armies was estimated at more than 60 

divisions. At this t:im.e, the 3d War Sector Arary. was still located 

in the area south of the Yangtze River below Hankou and was aerio:asl7 · 

threatening the Japanese rear lines of communication • . 

In order to defend the Wu-Han area, the Chinese built strong 

fortifications at strategic points along the Tapiehahan llountain 

Range, along a line running north and south of Juichang and on the 

banks of the Yangtze River • 

. NOrth China Area ArmY Situation 

After the Tungshan Operation, the 14th and 16th Divisions of 
J • 

21. Details of the Tungshan Operation are given in Monogl"&ph 
178, North China Area Operations Record. Vol I. 



·the 2d Army, pursued the enemy to the west, and, early in June, 

massed their forces in the vicinjty of Chungmou and lushih. 22 On 

the 14th, the 2d Army commander ordered the i6th Division to mass 
- . 

its forces to the east of the area which had been flooded -when the 

enemy had cut the dikes of the Huang Ho. Although the division 

was confronted with the difficulty of cro~sing the nooded area 

and was harassed by the enemy; · it succeeded in concentrating its 

strength along the line .connecting Kai.f'eng and Chihsien by 7 J~. 
~ (_ ., 

With the transfer of the 2d Army to the command of the Central 

China Expeditionary Army in July, the North China Area A'f'fq com­

mander divided the area formerly garrisoned by the 2d Army, aa well 
.., . 

as the area directly under the control of the Area A.rrey into three 

defense districts, Ko, Otsu and Hei. The Ko defense district 

(Peiping - Tienching area) was placed under the control ~f the ChiD& 

Garrison Group, the Otsu defense district (Shantung Province and the 

southern areas along the Tienching - Pukou railway) under the 114th 

and 5th Divisions and the 5th Independent Mixed Brigade and the Bei 

defense district (the district to the east of the new Huang Ho) . 

under the 16th Division, which was ·later relieved by the Caval.ry · 

Group. 
. . 

From early June, the lOth Di~ision had concentrated its strength 

22. On 13 June, the 14th Division was -returned to the coiiiD18Jid 
.:;:;. 

~f the 1st Army. 
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near Hsiai and Yungcheng and, in complia:nce with an Area Army- order, 

about mid-July, began to assemble its force in the vicinity or 

Ho!ei.23 

In July, the llOth Division, which had arrived from Japan in 

late June, was sent to north China and, about mid-July, relieved 

China 24 the · Garrison, Group in guarding the Peiping - Tienching area. 

Central China Expeditionarr Army Situation 

From early June, the 3d,25 6th and 13th Divisions and the Hata 
26 

Detachmen~ of the Central China Expeditionary Army had been trying 

to gain a foothold in the west in preparation for the Wu-Han Oper-

at ion. 

The 106th and U6th Divisions were dispatched from Japan in 

June. The former division was first assigned to guard Wuhu and, 

toward the end of June, was assigned guard duty along the upper 

23. On 4 July, Imperial General Headquarters ordered the trans­
fer of the 2d Army to the Central China Expeditionary Army and, by 
the same order, attached the lOth and 16th Divis-ions to the North 
China Area A.rm:y unt'il. the Area Anny had completed its new disposi­
tion for defense. Actually, the 2d Army was t r ansferred on 7 July. 
The lOth and 16th Divisions were returned to the 2d Arrrry on 12 and 
26 July- respectively. . 

24.. . On 15 July, the China Garrison Group was expanded into the 
27th Division and transferred to the 11th Army. The lith Army was 
organized to conduct the Wu-Han Operation. · 

25. The main strength of the 3d Division was returned to 
Nanching in late June and assigned guard duty there. 

26. This Detachment was transferred from the Formosa A~ and 
assigned to the China Expeditionary Army on 22 February 1938. The 
composi.tion of this detachment was the same as the Shigeto Detachment, 
which was attached to the Shanghai Expeditionary Army from ·? September 
to 7 December. Its designation was changed when Ilaj Gen Juichi Hata 
relieved Maj Gen Chiaki Shigeto as commander. 

31 



reaches of the Yangtze River. Early in July the 116th Division 

relieved the 18th Division in guarding the vicinity of Hangchou, 

while toward mid-July the 18th Division relieved the lOlst Division 

in guarding the Shanghai district. After the Tungshan Operation, 

the 9th Division guarded Suchou and its vicinity and, after the 

departure of the Rata Detachment on 7 June, it ai~o undertook the 

responsibility of guarding Chenchiang. (Map 3) 

Preparations for Wu-Han Operation 

After the occupatfon of Nanching, Imperial General HeadquE:.:.- :.(' . ,,_ 

began planning the \'lu-Han Operation, and, with the favorable con-

elusion of the Tungshan Operation, it immediately began preparations 

for this operation. It published the outline of tactical command 

with the objective of occupying Hankou during the autumn and driving 

Chiang's administration out of Central China as quickly as possible. 

After occupying Hankou, Canton was to be seized in order to cut the 

Chinese supply route. The general plan was published as follows: 

In order to occupy Hankou and destroy as many of the 
enemy as possible, the Central China Expeditionary Army 
shall advance one Army through the district along the ­
Huai H~ and another through the district along the Yangtze 
River. 7 

Prior to the attack by the Central China Zxpeditionary 

27. The Chinese broke the dikes of the Huang Ho in mid-June and 
caused the flood of the new Huan~ Ho. Consequently, the plan to 
advance the 2d Army by using the Huai Ho was revis8d and the 2d Army. 
moved south of the river. As a result, the Central China Exp~ditionary 
Army's main battle area became the Yangtze River area. · · 
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ArttJ,-~ an. element o£ the Nortlr ChiDa Area ~- shall. occup;r 
the Chenghsien sector. 

Outline of Central China Expeditionarr 
Arm,y's Tactical Command 

- ~Although by early June, the commander of the Central. China Ex­

peditionaey Army had completed plans for directing operations, in 

mid-August, because of the flooding of the Huai Ho, it became neces­

sarY' for him to draw up new plans, based on the master plan of Im­

perial General Headquarters, as follows: 

Policy 

'l'he Central China Expeditionary Army shall advance one 
Ar~ through the district along the Yangtze River and another 
Army through the district to the north of Tapiehshan Moun;.. 
tains. These Armies shall occupy strategic points in the 
~u-Han district and deal the severest possible blow to the 
eneucy- til order to crush his will to continue . the war. 

The main objective of this operation shall be the oc­
cupation of Hankou. In consideration of our insufficient 
strength and past experiences, contacting and annihilating 
the enemy shall be a secondar,r objective of this operation. 

Preparations 

The 11th Army shall occupy the area in the vicinity of 
Hsiaochihkou and prepare for future operations. 

The 2d Army, if necessary, shall seize an opportunity 
to occupy the area in the vicinity of Liuan and prepare for 
future operations. 

The main supply route shall be the Yangtze River. An 
overland supply route with its base in the vicinity of Hofei 
or Liuan· shall be opened to supply the 2~ A~. 

The Offensive 

The offensive shall be launched in early September by 
Which time both Armies shall have completed their concent­
rations. 

The 2d Arrtr3' shall commence action in early- September 
and crush the enemy along the western Liuan front. It shall 

I , 
I . 
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first advance to the vicinity of Huangchuan and Kuangshan 
and then toward eithe~ HsL~yang or Ha~kou, depending upon 
how the situation develops. 

The 11th Army shall co~~ence action L~ early September. 
It shall order one element on t h e north bank of the Yangtze 
River to advance directly towar~ ?.~~ou L~ cooperation with 
the 2d Army. lleanwhi le, it~ iilain. f orce shall advance along 
the south ba.11k of the Yangtze R..i::er toward ~'iuchang . Depend­
ing upon the situation, the lltb Army may order another ele­
ment to advance toward Esinyar, [; with the objective of con­
tacting the enemy in front of the 2d Army. 

Outline o.f Tactical Orgarlizat:Lon 

2d Army: 3d, lOth} l3t~ a:1d 16t h Divisions 
11th Army; 6th, S't:::, 2'hb, lOlst ~nd l06t!:l :O ivisions 

and Eata Det.=.ch::'.ent 
Forces und .::::-· th.;: din::-t co ::.L".C.!:.d o: the Central China 

Expeditiona::"y Ar~y 
Strategic r eservt:s: 1J..6th a.nd 12th Divi ~ions 
Hear H.eserv,::s: 15:.::, l?t..~ and 22d Jivisions 

Operational Prepa~ativns 

Based upon the outlL~e of tactical. co :~Jr.an--:1 for the ::u-2an Oper-

ations, Imperial General Headquarters nublished t:.e f::ll?wing plan 

for operational preparations: 

The Central China 2Xpedit.iu::a::.- A:::·::;~ shall occupy 
Huaining between the middle and latter .pa.!'t of June and 
prepare for future operati ons. 

After t.he occupat ion of P.u2ini.r.g, the 11th Army shall 
be organized under the co~and of the Central China Ex­
peditionary Arrrry and shall be charged with the ·mission 
of conducting operat ions along the Yangtze ~iver. 

In the mog ant irne, the Ce;.:"' ·"'.J .. China Expeditionary Army 
shall direct the 13th Division to occtc_!:':V t~e vicinity of 
Shouhsien, Chenyangkuan and :Liuan a.J.d pr e;-are for future 
operations. 

By the end of June , the 2d ;..r':':..~; ( about "t•,o;o divisions 
will remain under the co!'!'_l.and cf th~ I•Io r th China Area Ar:ny 

. until the end of July) shall be placed unde:;,~ t he commanC._ 
of the Central China ZXpedi.tiona::7 Arr:r:y a r.i , together with 
the 13th Divi~ion, shall ope~ate along the Huai Ho. 

The Centr ~:!. Ch..i:"~c. 2=-~:;:;:!di tiona -ry Army shall construct 
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air bases !or the Air Brigade cooperating- with both front 
line armies and for the bomber forces in the Huaining -
Shouhsien area and the Pangfou - Hofei area. 

The Central China Expeditionary Army shall set up sup­
ply points near Huaining and Shouhsien for the benefit of 
both front-line armies • 

OpeJ;a-tions in Preparation !or the 
Wu-Han Operation 

Dnperial General Headquarters, when deciding upon the 'l'ungshan 

Operation in April, planned to. seize air bases and occupy strategic 

p>ints vital to the. advance up the Yangtze and Huai River.s, in pre­

paration for the Wu-Han~pperation. In late April, therefore, it 

ordered an element of the Central China Area A~ to occupy Hofei 

and the units under the command of the Central China Area A~ which 

had participated in the Tungshan Operation to be concentrated on the 

banks of the Huai Ho. It also ordered that Shouhsien and Huaining 

be occupied during the latter part of May. 

On 26 May, the Central China Expeditionary Army commander so 

disposed his forces that the 13th and 3d Division woQld attack 

Shouhsien, Chengyangkuan and the Huainan Coal.nli.ne, while the 6th Di-

vision, advancing overland from Hofei, would attack Huaining at the 

same time as the Hata Detachment, in cooperation with the Navy, would 

strike from the direction of the Yangtze River. 

The 13th Division started action from the vicinity of Mengcheng 

on 2 June, captured Fengtai on the 4th and Chengyangkuan on the 5th, 

while the main force of the 3d Division, starting action from near 

Huaiyuan on 30 .May, occupied the Huainan Coalmine on 3 Jun.a and 
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Smuhsien on the 5th. However, -because of the diversion of the 

Huang Ho, the Expeditionary Army was forced to give up its plan to 

go up the Huai Ho and, as the flood waters rose higher each day 

near Shouhsien and Chengyangkuan, in accordance with Army orders, 

the 3d Division moved to the vicinity of Pangfou on 19 June and the 

13th Division t -o the vicinity of Hofei on 21 June. 28 

Leaving Chengchiang on 7 June, the Hata Detachment sailed up 

the Yangtze River and occupied huaining on the 12th. 

1'he main force of the 6th Division began to concentrate at Hofei 

on 3 June. The Sakai Detachment had already taken up positions at 

Hofei. 29 An advance unit left Hofei on 6 ~une, occupied Shucheng on 

the 8th and Tungcheng ~n the 13th. On the same dey, it left for 

Chienshan and occupied that town on the 18th. 

On 18 June, Imperial General Headquarters ordered the Central 

China Expeditionary Army to gradually establish bases to the west 

of the Yangtze and Huai Rivers toward the hu-Han sector in prepa-

ration for future operations. Separate orders were issued for the 

attack on :Hsiaochihkou following the occupation of Hukou as it was 

28. At first, the 3d Division garrisoned the area along the 
Tienching - Pukou railway as far north as Pangfou and in the vi­
cinity of Tingyuan, Kuchen and Hohsien in the sector north of the 
Yangtze River, and in the vicinity of Nanching in the southern 
sector. Later an element of this force was detached to replace 
t~e 106th Division in garrisoning ~u and Hsuancheng and the __ ¥1-
cinity. · , . 

-- 29. De taUs are given in Monograph No 178, North China Area 
Operations Record, Vol I. 
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felt that particular attention should be given to preparations tor 

this operation as the enemy could 'easily concentrate its troops by. 

rail to reinforce the area. 

An-~lement (having two inf~try battalions and one .1110untain 

artillery battery as its .nucleus) ot the Hata Detachment saUed 

from _Huaining on 22 June, occupied Hsiangkou on the 24th and Katang 
. . 

Fortress on the 26th. In the ·meantime, the main force of the detach-

ment, which remained in ,.Huaining with plana to aaU up the Yangtze 
9 ., 

River to Hukou, changed ' its plan, which cilled tor the clearance ot 
r 

the water route between Hsiangkou and Hukou by the Navy, and decided 

to land in the vicinity of Hsiangkou and from . there to advance o'ftr­

land to capture Hukou. It lett Huaining on the 27th, landed in the 

vicinity of Hsiangkou on the 28th and, overcoming eneJD1' reai.atance 1 

occupied Pengtae on 29 June and Hukou on 4 J~. 

Since the Rata Detachment had advanced by land to ' Hukou, the 

Expeditionary Army ordered the main force of the l06th Divuion· to 

· ~ail up the Yangtze River beh~d the Hata Detachment and concentrate 

in the vicinity of Pengtse, in order to secure the rear ot the d~ 

tachment. 

After .3 July, the 106th Division gradually landed near Hsi8ngkou 

and, destroying the enemy who had cut the supply route, cleared the 

route by 11 July. (Map '4) 

Order of Battle 

The Order of Battle of the Central China Expeditionary A:rrq ' 



arigi.nal.ly Ci...::>.sisted of the 3d, 6th, 9th, 13th., 18th and 10lst Di­

visions and the Hata Detachment, and, on 20 May, the 106th and 116tb 

Divisions were added. The Orders of 'Battle of the Central China Ex-

peditionary Army and the 2d Arrrry (formerly composed of the 5th and 

lOth Divisions) were revised and the Order of Battle of the 11th A.rmy 

was issued on 4 July. The outline of these Order-s of ~ttle and the 

later transfers were as shown on Chart 1. Commanders of the 2d and 

11th Armies took over the command of their assigned units at Nanehing 

on 15 July. 

Disposition of the Central China 
ExpeditionarY Armoc 

On 15 July, in order to prepare for the capture of Hankou, the . 
Central China Expeditiohary A~ ordered the 2d Army gradually to 

concentrate its strength near Hofei and to occupy Liuan and Hoshan 

at an opportune time. It was then to -prepare for subsequent oper-

' ations along the mrthern foothills of the Tapiehshan Mountains. 

The llth Arrr / was ordered to capture Huangmei and Hsiaochihkou, oc-

cupy the J:uchang - Tean line and then to concentrate its strength 

and prepare for subsequent operations against Hankou and the areas 

to the south. 

On 6 August, the Expeditionary Army commander summoned the 

staffs in charge of railway and sea transportation to Nanching to 

study the disposition of the troops and transportation problems. 

On the basis of this study, tb~ 2d Army formulated a roUgh plan 

t.o concentrate mst of the- first-line units under its command, as 
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well u the main t'o~ o~ the ~. or CO!IIIitmfeatioa ~· · ... ..,. 

September. The llth ~·s plan was to concentrate its !'irst-l1De · 

units . by- early September; the units under its · direct command by mid-· 

Septembe~ and the line of co~~ation units by late Septeawer, · 

· The Air. Gro1,1p planned to complete preparations . by late August. 

Concentration of 2d Arsr 
On 26 July, the 2d Anq ordered the main strength o!' the lOth 

and , l6~ pivisiO!lS to concentrate at .Hofei, the former l:i7 .march1Dg 
• 

overl.anci arxl . the latter by employing the LUDgbai and Tianching -

Pukou raiJ.ways. An element o~ each division (artillery and trana­

JX)rtation troops) w.u to proceed to Liell1Wl, ·!'rom where it waa to 

be transported by sea to Hua1 nini. From HuainiDg theae troop• WN 

to .IDI.l'ch Qverland to Ho!'ei. 

The main force of the lOth Division (its headquarters had bHD 

in Checheng) began its concentration mvement in earl7 August. AI 

the bridge across the Huai Ho had ~een carried awa7 by the !'looda 

on 13 July, this force was compelled to erose the river near' Pangtou 

by- ferry boat. Although this slowed down their progress, concentration 

near Hofei was completed b7 26 August. 

In late July, the 16th Divisic;m (its headquarters had been in 

Kai.f'•ng) transferred its garrison duty there to the 2d Raserve Unit 

of the 1st Army and initiated its concentration movement at the 

~gizln:ing of . August. It began to concentrate near Hofei from mid­

August and completed concentrati on o!' its main strength b7 tba-· ea4· 
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Order of Dattle of the Central China Expeditionary Army, 
2d Army and 11th Army 

4 July 1938 

Divioion Remark 

lOth Divis ion Temp placed under the and of the North 
Co!lunander: Lt Gen Yoshio Shinozuka China Area Anny but returned to }:Brent 

or gn ori 4 July 

13th Division 

e 

Conunander: Lt Gen Rippei Ogisu . Temporarily placed under the command ot 
16th Division; the north China Area Army but returned 

Conunander: Lt Gen Kesago Nakajima; r e- to parent organization on 26 July 
placed by Lt Gen Keisulre Fujie after 
26 July 

. 

6th Division 
Commander: Lt Goo Shiro !naba 

lOlst Division 
Comrrander: Lt Gen Masaki Ito 

106th Division 
Commander: Lt Gen Junrokuro lfatsuura 

Hata Detachment 
Comm".nder: Juichi nata •.. 

3d Division Placed in the Order of Battle of the 
Commander: Lt Gen Susumu FU.iita 2d Anny on 1 Aui!Ust 

9th Division Placed in the Order of Battle of the 
Commander: Lt Cen Ryosuke Yoshizumi lith Army on 1 AuP.ust ~ 

leth Division Transferred to the Order of Battle of cf-

.Comm'J.ndor: Lt Gen Sndno Ushi,1ina the 21st Army on 19 September 5= 
• 

116th Division .. 

Comnnnder: Lt Gen J:.iju Shimizu 
...... 

• 
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Order of Battle of the Central China Expeditionary Army, 
2d Army- and lith Army (Cont1d) 

" ' 
~ 

.. -, -
.. 

Note: 1. The 27th Diy-;...sion commanded by Lt Gen Uasaharu Homma placed in the Order of &.ttle .of 
the 11th Army on 15 Jul,y. 

2. The 15th Division commanded by Lt Gen Yoshio Iwamatsu, 17th D:l:vis ion rommanded by Lt 
Gen Takichi Hirom and 22d Division conunanded by Lt Gen Ichiji Doba~hi placed in the · 
Order of Battle or the Central China Expeditionary Arrrry on 15 J~. 

J. The Air Group commanded by Lt Gen Baron Yoshitoshi Tokug~w~ placed in the Order of 
. Battle of. the Central China apeditionary AI'll\Y on 2 August. .. · · 

4. 'lhe 4th Cavalry Brigade commanded by Lt Gen Yoshizo Kojima placed in the Order of Battle 
or the Central China Expeditimary Artery from that of the North Chlna Area Army on 11 
October. Later, it was assigned to the 2d AI'll\Y. · 
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of the month. 

1he seaborne units of the two divisions landed at Huaining and, 

as directed, marched to · Bofei, arriving there during the latter part 

of August. 

The 13th Division began massing near Taochicben from 10 July 

and completed concentration of its forces by the 16th. 

The 3d Division,30 which had been relieved of garris~n duty 

in the vicinity of Nancbi.ng and Wuhu on 23 August by the 15th Di-

vision completed concentration of its main strength near Hofei on 

lO September. (Map 5) 

lith Army 1 s Battle to Secure its Area and 
its Subsequent Concentration 

On 19 July, the lith Army commander planned to capture Huangmei 

and Hsiaochi.hlmu. He ordered the 6th Division to capture Huangmei 

immediately and the Hata Detachment to land near Kutang on 23 July 

and capture Hsiaochihkou. The 106th Division was ordered to land 

near Kutang, following the Hata Detachment, and to advance to the 

area south. of .Chili Hu. The 10lst Division was ordered to assume 

~rison duty along the river between Hukou and Hsiangkou. 

The 6th Division left Chienshan on 24 July, and, overcomin~ 

enemy resistance on the way, occupied Huangmei on 2 August. 

At daybreak on 23 July the Hata Detachment landed north of 

.;::. 

30. The 3d Division was placed under the command of the 2d Army 
on 1 August. 
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vicinity pf Vluhu, the str.ength of the Division, :after 

.of · duty: .in Hangchou district by the 
. . . . 

22d near Nanching as a general reserve for the 

Army. However, as the enemy along the right bank o·f 

the River '1'\'as on Japanese transport· 
·- · <' •··.• • : ' ' . ••· • • • . . ' 

vessels using the waterway, in mid September, the Army ordered the 

main s'trength of the Division to assume garrison duty along the river 
. · . " . ' ,. l . 

ba.qkl;l l{ukou and liuhu.. . .Th.e Division relieved the Saeda Detach-
.· ' ..... -. ··, . .... ,'" ;- ,."_. . '' , . .'.: ', !' ·, ' ' ', ,''I '• • ' 

ment of the lOlst Division of garrison duty in the area betwee.n Hukou 
• 

and Pengtse on 20 September. The Saeda Detachment later concentrated 

at_ 8,Jld wa.s placed the direct command of the llth 
' ·, ', • I • {'' : ' ' ' ' • .', 

. Arrzr3. 

During mid-July, the 18th Divisibn relieved the lOlst Division 

of its. duty near and, in early August, ordered an 
: ' · . . , '•. ' .· . ' . . 

ele1;11ent to relieve the Iizuka Detachment of the lOlst Division of its 

garrison duty near Nantung. At the same time, it conducted training 

. in under enemy fire. · On +9 September, this division entered 

the OI'der of Hattle of. the 2lst Army and between 19 and ?5 September 
.. . ,, ' . ' ' 

it was relieved of its garrison duty in Shanghai and Nantung by the 

22d and 17th Divisions, respectively, in order that it might prepare 

for the Canton Operation.35 

35. . The 18th Division embar-ked at bhal"lghai between 30 September 
and 3 ·0ctober for l/:ako, Pescadore Island, Formosa, the assembly area 
of the 21st Army for the Operation. 7he 21st Army landed at 
Bias Bay on 12 October 1938 and captured Ca.11ton on 21 October. (lCono­
graph No 180, South China Area Operations Record, Vol I) 



- ......... .. 
The newly organized 15th, 17th and 22d Divisions arrived in 

Shanghai between early and mid-August.36 The 17th Division as-

sumed garrison duty in the Suchou and Wuchin sectors on 8 August 

(Nantung was added on 25 September); the 15th Division in the . 

Nanching, Wuhu and Chiangtu sectors after 23 August and the 22d 

Division in the Hangchou sector after 28 August (Shanghai sector 

was added 19 September). (Map 7) 

The Air Group, which had been transferred from North China, 
. . 

~ . .. 
completed the concentration of its main strength and deployment 

of its remaining air units by the end of August.37 

· Summary of Operational Progress · 

On 22 August, Imperial General Headquarters issued A~ Order 
. . 

No. 188 in regard to the Hankou invasion, which read as follows: 

The Central China Expeditionary Army, in cooper­
ation with the Navy; shall invade and occupy key - ·· 
points in the vicinity of Hankou. During this time, 
it shall destroy as many of the enemy as possible. · 

The North China Area Army, simultaneous with the 
operation of the Central, China Expeditionary Arm;r, 
shall commence diversionary actions. 

36. On 8 April 1938, the 15th, 17th and 22d Divisions were 
organized ~t Nagoya, Himeji and Utsunomiya, Japan, respective1J. 
On 15 July they were assigned to the Central China Expeditionar.y 
Army and entered its Order of Battle at the time of . their departure 
from Japan. . 

37. The Provisional Air Group became the A~ Group in late . 
July 1938. The Air Group was assigned to the Central China Ex- , 
peditionar.r Army on 2 August, becoming effective on 6 Augu#S~• The 

.. units were deployed as follows: Headquarters and 18th Independent 
Reconnaissance Company to Nanching on 23 July; 1st Air Brigade to 
Hofei on 25 August, 3d Air Brigade to Huaining and Pengtse on 26 
August and 4th Air Brigade to Nanching and Hangchou on 29 August. 
(MOnogr~ph No. 76, China Area Air Operations Hecord). 
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Detailed directives will be issued by the Chief of 
the General Sta!f. 

By Imperial ColiiiJialld: 

22 August 1938 

Prince Kotohito 
Chief 1 General Staf.t 

To: Shunroku. Hata, Commander of the Central China 
Expeditionary Army 
Count Hisaichi Terauchi, Commander of the 
Nort~ China Area Ar.my 

At the same ti.me,~_ Imperial General Headquarters issued Arsq 

Directive No. 250, which read: 

The following is directed in pursuance of . Imperial 
General Headquarters Army Department Order No. 188: 

An Army-NaVY' Agreement shall be drawn up directly 
between the units concerned. -

The operation of the Central China Expeditionary 
Army advancing toward Hankou shall not be carried out 
beyond the line connecting Hsinyang, Yo;rang and Nanchang • 

. The operation of the North China Area Army shall not 
be carried out south of the Huang Ho and its inundatec:l . 
area. 

A special directive shall be published in regard to 
the area of occupation after the invasion. of Hankou. 

By Imperial Command: 

22 August 1938 

Prince Kotohito 
Chief, General Stai'.t 

To: Shunroku Hata, Commander of the 
Central China Expeditionary Army 
Count Hisaichi Terauchi, Commander 
of the North China Area Army 

Attack by Central China Expeditionary 
.Army on Wuhan Defense Positions 

In accordance Yfi th orders from Imperial. General Headquarters, · 
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--
the Central China Area Anny commander made preparations first to 

gain and then to extend a foothold westward in the northern foothills 

of th~ Tapiehshan Mountains and along the northern bank of the Yangtze 

River. He then planned, by concentrating his strength in the south­

western sector of Hsiaochihkou, south of the Yangtze River, to cut 

the Peipicg - Hankou and Canton - Hankou railways and capture Wuhan. . . . 

He, therefore, ordered the 2d Army to initiate movement from its 

present concentration area in late August, destroy the opposing 

enemy and advance to _the Huangchuan - Shangeheng line and then pre-

pare to advance further toward Hsinyang and the northern sector of 

Hankou. The llth Amy was ordered to seize a.nd gradually extend a 

foothold westward from the Yangtze River and its northern bank sector 

and, after destroying the opposing ene1ey, ·to assemble generally along 

the Juichang - Tean line. It was then to occupy Yunghsiu at an op­

portune time and prepare to advance toward Wu-Han and the Hankou -

Canton raUwry south of Wu-Han about mid-Septemb~r. 

In order to str~ngthen the fighting power of his Army, the Ex­

peditionar,y Ar.my commander decided to reinforce it with 'elements of 

the guard divisions under his direct command as shown on Chart 2. 

Tapiehshan Assault Operation 

The roads between Liuan and Hoshan had been destrOyed, however, . 
the roads west of Liuan and Hoshan were still intact and this, to-

gather with the fact that there was a marked reduction in the -"!'lumber 

of enemy troops in the northern foothills of the Tapiehshan Mountains 

58 

. i 
I 



·e e ·· -' .. 
~ 

~ 

·--!.• 

Table of Organization of Provisior1al Detachment 

'f , 

Division 
Expedition .Detachment Commander Cornposi tion 

Point s.nd Date Remark 
Order Designation of Arrival 

-
Maj Gen Three inf bns & · Hsiaochihkou on 

17th Div 4 October Suzuki Det Harumatsu Suzuki two fld arty btrys 10 October 

Col 
Two and one;half Panpi _Shan 

15th Div 30 September Takashina Det inf bus and one' between 
Takeshi Takashina fld arty btry 8-10 October 

The det 'will 
wait at VI 

~ 116th Div 30 ~eptember Col Shima Det 
Genkichi Shima 

Two inf bns & one Tienchiachen Hsiaochihkou 
fld arty bn on 3 October from late 

September 

9 October Ishihara Det Maj Gen Shima Det reinfd Chichllll on Tslllletaro 
~ith two inf bns 13 October Ishihara 

No:te: Although the 116th Division was ordered to dispatch its main force, the division _commander 
was unable to vd thdraw it from the frontline due to vigorous gue'rrilla activities. Therefore, 
he dispatched two infantry battalions, together vsith the Shima Detachment, under the command 
of Maj Gen Ishihara. 
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