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: EXHIBIT B-1  Original translation of Japanese Monograph No. 24,
. Southern Army Operations Record.

o~ and was expanded to 168 pages, in spite of the fact that much duplicating
B original material was.eliminated by using foofnote reference to direct o
s tih8, Xoader to obher monographs in whigh the subject had.-already-been: it e
o S——— “cover -'(ge-pages_ 1,-2’:3,-:5, 19, /;9, 3hy 37, 41, ebesls
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PREFACE

Through Instruction No. 126 to Japanese Government, 12 Oct 45, entitled
"Institution for war hecords Investigation", steps were initiated to exploit

military historical records and official reports of the Jepanese Wiar winistry

and the Japanese General Staff.® Upon the dissolution of the iiar Ministry
and the General Staff, and the transfer of their former functions to the De-
mobilization Bureau, the general research job continued and resulted in the
development of a series of historical monographs. DLetailed instructions
covering the preparation of these monographs were included in semoranda 1&

December 1945 and 21 November 1946, subject "Japanese Operational distories”,

The basic material contained in this operational record was developed
by former officers, on duty in command and staff units within major units
during the period of operations, It should be noted at once, that the enor-
mous destruction by aerial bombardment and fire has practically wiped out
the Tokyo records; much of this material was reconstructed from memory.

The paucity of original orders, plans and unit journals, which are
normally essential in the preparation of this type of record, most of
which were lost or destroyed during field operatious or bombing raids ren-
dered the task of compilation most difficult; particularly distressing has’
been the complete lack of official strength reports, normul in »G or G-3
records. idowever, while many of the important orders, pldns and estimates

‘have been reconstructed from memory and therefore are not textually identi-

cal with the originals, they are believed to be generally accurate and re-

liable, Further data as a result o{ continuing research and the occasional
recovery of hitherto uqavallable or;glnal documents will be covered in the

subsequent publication of "suprlements" by the uvemubilizution dureau.

- 7 i
‘The action under this memorandum and inciuental detailed instruc-
tions, waich.followed, were initiated by the Assistaat Chiel of Staff,” G- 2,

e~ "1§ﬁe “charged'witﬁ“respunsxbilzty'1or~exeeublonwof~the ‘progran . uAder GxQuy o

Y

‘No, 9, SCAP 2 October 945,

In order to proteot the interest of the United States, in the ex-
ploitation of Japanese wilitary Informnation, Sub-paragraph 4 of G.O. Ho, 9
further provided for the screening of enemy documents and established in-
ventories in Japanese Governmental archives, Careful examinetion of the
first records submitted by the Japanese Uovernment in the summer of 1946
detected a misconception on the part of the Japarese as tc what should be
included in comparative histories; in a memorandum issued by assistant
Chief of Staff, G-2, on 21 Hovember 1946, the Imperial Jupanese Govern-
ment was directed to record the operations of the Jepunese forces more
extensively, The G-2 Section thereafter assumed coordination of the en-
tire program, including tne establishment of a small historical research
section within the aTIS (aAllied Iranslator and Interpreter Section.)
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Preface M qul Mg

1. The Sou+h Army gradually began the seizure of t+he BRITISH
EELAYA and the PHILIPPINES, after December 8, 1941, enemy was des-
troyed in all regions and in February BINGAPORE was capt ed, In the
latter part of February they advanced +o RANGOON in BURMA} and PALEWBANG
of SUMATRA was seized., The operations on this side progressed satisfactorily
but strategical operations in the PHILIPPINES didnot progress as was ex-
pected although the islands had been secured in first part of May,

3 2 33 3
-'}O\\J‘I-FWN
.

¢ The onemy on JAVA surrendered in the course of ten days after
the landings on +he head, In BURMA the strategic situation progressed
favorably and in May, the south part was captured, Thereupon, the lst
step of the operational duties of the Southern Army was completed,

2, The Southern Army in June 1942 held and stabilized the
important sections in the south and steadily proceeded +o prepare for fe
next operation, During that time and after the summer of +hat year, the
Southern Army Torce was sent +o MANCHURIA and CHINA, in consideration ef—
~sho-world-situation Tn wiew of the situation in the southeast PACIFIC,.
forses—werediverted—there alse-

3. The Southern Army endeavored +o develop +he natural resources

of the South for—mseifwsuffietent—baitie, ,Iﬁ order +o strengthen +he
Mational Army,it became necessary +o sirengthen the defense of +he areas

that poseess +heée resources, Because +he strategic situations of +he

8.E. PACIFIC gradually became unfavorabls, areas north of AUSTRALIA ur- ' '
‘gently needed defensive strengthening, A+ the same +ime forces at areas
with essential resources began +o streéngthen their defenses, but in order
- to carry +his out, diversion of #roops were necessary, Changing the com=-
__mand system was one of +he methods used to strengthen +he defense, In
BURMA, old positions were expanded, and impor+ant lings in +he ARAKAN Moun-
tain Range were captured, I+ was also very important +o strengthen the
area abundant in essential resources, After scrutinizing +he situatipn,
IMPAL Operation was begun in March, 1944,

A+ +he beginning of +his operation, situations were favopable,
but the inferior airforce and the supplying dlfflculty had suspended +his
opera*:.on. .

T™he decreasement of fighting power of +he BURMA force in +his
operation was the cause of misfortune of the next operation,

T
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. 4, After the spring of 1944 strategicul situations became cri-
+ical, the brunt of enemy operations were directed towards NEW GUINEA and
PHILIPPINES, For this reason the command system of the Bou-!-h”rmy was
changed, The- Boutlf"fimy was to command +he whole southern area, The South
Army began strengthening +he posi+ions at PHILIPPIRIS\!ith all its might, .
This was because the political and strategical battle on PHILIPPINES would
decide the final victoryhof *his war,

G

In the latter part of October, +ha ensmy landed on LEYTE and
then gradually advanced into PHILIPPINES,

The South Army fought with all thoir might but lack of prepara-
tiona and inferior instellations and facili+iea had forced them +o give- up
the decisive ba*tle, in Decembor.

5. After the failure of +he decisive battle on PHILIPPINES, the
Bouth Army changed their tactics +o those of defense, The communicat*ions
between +he homeland and the southern sphere were almost all cut off,

At +his +ime, +he Sou+h Army began sending essential materials
back to the homeland, I+ was planned +o strengthen +he forces on the main-
land in orddr +o protect the South Army, In spring of 1945, +he action of
the BRI™ISH-INDIAN forces became in+ensive, and +hen later captured +he
southern part of BURMA, .

6. After this, the South Army endeavored +o maintain +heir self-
supplylng areas, Reformation of troops and installations were made, but
in August +the war ended, (end of Preface)

Chapter I, Situstions Prior to the War -

Section 1, Issuing of Orders and Combat Orders of +he Southern Army

e . The mobilization order +o the South Army General Headquarters
.. ~was issued'on November 641941, » The @ommanding General was JUICHI 'T'ERAUGhI
-~ and the Chief of Genéral S+aff was Lieut, Gen, KO mSUKADA : ;

On +he same day a combat order was issued +o the Southern Army
and to the 14th, 15+h, 16+h and 25+h Armies which were under its command.
The time for its transfer to the Southern Army was 0000 November,

The combat order of the Southern Army was as follows:

Battle Order for +the Southern Army

Southern Army Commander: Count, Army General JUICHI TERAUCHI
Southern Army General Headquarters -
14+h Army (16¢h Division, 48th Division, 65th Imdependens Mixed Brigade)

]

nucleus
15¢h Army (33rd Division, 55th Division--part excluded)
16th Army §2nd Division, 56+h Independew: Mixed Bys --nucleus)
25+h Army

Impenial Guard Division, 5th Di71510n, 18+h Division--nucleus)

=




21s+ Division e
3rd Airforce Group (4th Fightor mﬂn, 3rd Light Bomber szdﬁy?n"_r’on', 1st
- Reconnaissance Sguadron--nucleus)

5th Airforce Group (2nd Fighter Sgquesdron, 3rd Light Bomber squadron, 2
Heavy Bomber aqj.udd--nucleua)

21st Indepéndent Airferce- RatX e )

21s+ Independent Mixed Brigade ; ; :

4th Independent Mixed Regiment

2nd Indepdndent Engineer Company

3rd Rail Transpor+tation Department (5+h Ra:xlway Regiment, 9+h Reilway Regi=-

ment--nucleus)
. South Army Signal Unit

2nd Field Provost Marshal Hu.ow-wxa«

Soction 2, for +the Determining of Stra+t d Outline of +he
Operation,

On November 6, the Imperial General Headquarters issued an order
and an outline of s-!-ra-begy (stated below) in +he event +hat negotiations
between UNITED STATES and JAPAN fell +hrough,

»
L

Order . ~

1. The Imperial Headquarters shall make preparations for +he
seizure of impor+ant areas +o +he south,

2, The commander of the Southern Army shall order the main
force; cooperating with the navy, to assemble at INDO-CHINA, South-CHINA,
FORMOSA, Bouthwest Islands, South Sea Islands and prepare for the seizure
of important areas o the South,

3. ™e Southern Commander shall carry out a blockade ageinst
CHINA, formerly +he du-':jr of the 25th Army Comander. .
., 4, Incase +he Southern Army is a++acked by either 4he UNITED
: S'FAW'E% BRITAIN or NETHERLAND ™roops, +heé commander skall order an attack
in_self defense, I+ is'hoped that +he affair stated above can be settled
within a limited ares,

5. The General Commander of the expeditionary force +o CHINA,
the General Commander of Defense and the Comrmander of +he FORMOSA Army
shell assist strategical preparations of Pgragrgph No. 2.

2

The Outline of Operations of +he Southern Army '

3 The Ou*tline of Operations issued by the General Imperial Head-
quarter is as follows:

P oge of +he ration

The operation against the PHILIPPINES, and BRITISH MALAYA shall
commence simultaneously with *he cooperation of +he combined fleet.

e
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. Operation No, 1,

Operation No, i. The seizure of EALAYA, mmm-nam:o, PHILTPPINES and
North SUMATRA shall be executed.

Operation No, 2. The seizure of JAVA,
Operation No, 3, Will be that of cleaning up BURMA, , %
Section 3, The of

The stratag:.cal plm drafted by +he Bouthern Army had followed
+he pla.na issued by the Imperial Headquarter quite closely.

The outline is as follows:

Gene +1: o tezic ins of +he Southern A

1 Objéctive of the Operation

a, The objective of this operation is *o destroy and seize the
enemy strongholds of BBI‘MIH, URITSD STATES, and HE"‘?@LAND in +he southern
area. _

b, The sectors that are to be seized by the South Army are the .
PHILIPPINES, BRITISH-MALAYA, JAVA, SUHATRA, BORKEO and TIMOLR etc,

2. ose of +he ion

The South Army will coopers*e wi‘h +he combined fleet and commence
operations against PHILIPPINES and BRITISH-MALAYA simultaneously., The ob-
Jective of this operation shall be fulfilled in +he shortest +ime possible,
3 line Directio or +his tion

Ll

0pera+1gns accord:u;g to the abpve paragr&ph shall be directed

1. This operation shall commence with +he landing of the ad~-
vanced force and an air raid on the PHILIPPINES, After the air corps has
successfully played its part, +he msin force of each division shall land
in the PHILIPPINES and BRI™ISH-MALAYA and capture enemy positions as
quitkly as possible.

2. An order shall be issued for +the commencement of +his opera-
tion, If the JAPAN-AEERICA negotistion is successful af+e}' +he above order
is issued, the operation shall be pos*poned.

: 3. After ememy positions in DUTCH BORNEO, MALAYA, and North
SUMAT™RA have been seized, preparations for Opera+1ons against JAVA will be
made,

o i



In coordination with the preparations as stated above, the enemy
air force in JAVA shall be put out of action and thus island will be seized,

1. Enemy air bases in southern BURMA will be captured during the
2nd Operation. ; '

ion Ho + 5 i

Occupied ‘areas shall be stabilized and held, If possible, the

BURMA area will be mopped up, An order for *he commencement of this operation
will be issued, '

The Southern Army had sufficient self confidence for +the operation
after *he landings were a success,

Section 4. Army and Navy Asreement

In T™OKYO November 10, the General Commander of +the South’:;my and
+he 2nd Fleet Commander who was in charge of +he Southern Area made an
agreement concerning the execution of landing operations, They arranged +he
t+ime for its execution and the distribution of forces, The schedule stated
above was *he basis for the successive landing operation by +he army and navy.
There was not much discrepancy between +he plan and +he actual operation,

Hecessary agreements were made by forces under the Southern Army
command end related fleets, based on the above stated plan, (Listed below,)

Between the 14th Army, *he 3rd Fleet and +he 1lth Air Group
Between the 16th Army, *he 3rd Fleet and +he 11+h Air Group -
Between +he 25th Army, Southern Expeditionary Fliket and the 3rd Air Group

Section 5. i 0 for +h atio

- On lovadmr 10, all Army Comanders (exlud:.ng the 15+h Army Com=-- -+ = '
mander) gathered in TOKYO and received orders for strategical preparations,

In the middle par:t of November, an order (stated as follows) was issued con=-
cerning the seizure areas +o +he south, On November 20th, an order was issued’
concerning +he a*tack, but *+he order for the commencement of +his attack was
+0 be held until +he results of the diplomatic negotiations at WASHING'I‘ON

were clear,

ORDER »

' i . ™he Imperial Ceneral Headquarter will seize important sectors
to the south in order %o insure existance and self defense, as well as to
establish 2 new order in the grester east ASIA,

- 2. The General Commander of +he Southern Army will cooperate with
the navy and seize iq»ortant areas +o +he south according +o the.following

statement.

c
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A. A separate order will be issued concorning +he commencement
of the attack,

B, BSectors fo be occupied will be the PHILIPPINES, BRITISH—HALAYA,
DUTCH INDIES and a part of BURMA, "

C. Areas to be seized by each army, as decdded on November 20th,
are as follows., (The KAWAGUCHI Unit+ will be detached from +he 25+h Army but
the combat order will not be much different.,)

L LMR ATHY.....c0eisanvanracss PRILIPPINES

25’th m.....'...‘.........'.mﬂ

15th ArMY.eeeeeeescccccaceonsSIAM, (defend and establish)

KAWAGUCHI Detachment (Maj. Gen, KAWAGUCHI shall command one Regi-

ment of the 18+h Division as a nucleus),......BRITISH-BORNEO

D, The 3rd Air Group will cooperate in the operations of the 25th
Army, The 5th Air Group will go under the command of +he 14th Army Commander,

Section 6, Variou ions or +o the Battle N

Various preparations prior to the battle were completed in a very
short time, following the Central Orders, The essentials of this is as
follows:

1, Establishment of air bases in Sbuth FRENCH-IMDO-CHINA and
FORMOSA,

2. The dep}oyment and concentration of air and land forces,

On November 16, the General Imperial Headquarter had ordered +he
Ship Transportation Commander +o act under +he orders of xkm General .Comman=-
der of the Southern Army, Therefore at the beginning of the war of .the fotal
‘tonnage of ships for the operation of 1,750,000 tons, 1 450 000 tons wore

,usa&' for military -tmnsporta.t:.on. = e _ . et .»7',:'-'_ £ e

: 500 ships, 1nclud1ng larggtaﬁd’ small were used in this opera+1on.
The establishment of airbases- in FRENCH-INDO-CHINA and FORLOSA

began in autumn of 1941 and the already completed airbases were expanded,

A new airbase was established on FUKOK and TANI Island off FRENCH-INDO-CHINA,

but this +ype of construction was delayed by bad weather, and could not be

accomplished as had been hoped,

T™he concentration and deployment of units proceeded unfavorably,
due to the limited amount of +ime, bad weather, and untrained long distant
sh;lpping overseas, :

Furthermore various air materials were not assembled as scheduled,
Lack of fuel was another problem,

X
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The concentration and deployment of each army is outlined below,

14th Army,........Advanced Unit (FORMOSA, PALAO)
Mein force (FORMOSA, AMAMIOSHIMA)

15¢th Army,........Main force of the Imperial Guard Division (Sau‘th FRENCH-
INDO-CHINA)

16th Army.........SAKAGUCHI Detachment (PALAO)
Others (South CHINA)

KAWAGUCHI Detechment (South CHINA) :

3rd Air Group {a‘bou'{-. 430 planes) (FRENCH-INDO-CHINA)

5th Air Group (FORMOSA)

Some other units were put under the command of +he South Army
commander, The 56+h Division (posted at north KYUSHU) was the main force of
the diverted force,

On November 25, +he General Commander departed from TOKYO and
advanced +0 SAIGON on December 5 via FORMOSA, e

2
Section T, Gene Condit+ions Known by +he Southe rmy Prior +o t+he Batt

Intelliganoe of enemy force as known by +he Sou+hern Army prior +o
the battle is as listed below.

A, BRITISH Force of MALAY Areg

1, Army
| CLASSTFICATION | CONSTITUTION NUMBERS TOTAL
" Army - | AUSTRALIN ' 20,000--30,000 80,000
MALAY AN N — Sggli number
VOLUNTEER '
Army Combined _ 20,000 20,000




&

' 2, Air Force
Nuﬁbor of |Nugber ‘ ‘ Name of the
TYPE CM:BT‘ ._"EI_L__!H_J%_._ Planes |
f ; : . FLENHATIK '5 Comp,
| Bombers 9 108 | 264 | FATRY BUFFALO 4 Comp|
ARMY | Fightoers 9 108 | | BUFFALO
Sbgertation 4 48 ?
NAVY 3 18 66 2
Torpedo
Planes 4 2 48

The main airbase was located a* SINGAPORE,
COTABAR and KEDA prefectures. :

Others were at

3. Navy
~ Type

cgtio | Bottleships ) Carriers |Cruisers |D rs TOTAL'
HONGKONG 3 3 4 |
| SINGAPORE s 8. 2 9 6 22

West+ INDIA .
' Ses 2 13 14 21--33
CQLOWBO 2=4 -3

- .
| AUSTRALEA L : 6] .

—FNEW— S T S e T e e
ZEE; g:@ - - 6 L | rw :
L_TOTAL 4-4 5 30 26 6 68-170
- 3
A /D
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B+ BURMA Area
1, Army
' : | 0
i Classification _Numbers TOTAL
| BRITISH 3,000
INDIAN ! 8.000 37,000
| BURMESE 2,600
| CHINESE 2,000 2,000
2, Air Force
Number of Number
|_Type of Planes: Companies of Planes | TOTAL Chief Planes
Bombe 3 12 60 FLENHAIM
One Comp,
Pursuit: 4 48
C, U, S, and FILIPINO Forces in +the PHILIPPINES
1. Army
Clgssiflcgﬁ Numbers PORRY. oy - co. o
rc Tﬁm:——uu«sﬂmm {_'mmu"jﬁ: i m --.--M-—n-u -n--v-‘*ra M’P‘“'“”"’""‘W:@: ol
Army Enlisted S0f W 44,000 169,000
PHILIPPINE‘ Officers were AMERICANS ,
Defense and FILIPINOS, Enlis-
= Army tees: FILIPINOS 125,000
1, It is expected that +he PHILIPPINE Defense Army will complete
the mobilization of 112,500 by the end of 1941, s
. 2, The Regular Army has one Tank Battalion (54 tanks), -
. i
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2, Navy
Type '
on | c s _fsub | TOTAL |
| JANTLA 4 4 a8 1 52
HAVATT I 17 AR _46 28 106
B N 11 2 60 58 158
3. Air Force o
Number of [ !':Number
L. Tvpo Companies | rof Bianes TOTAL
Bombers 11 65
ARMY ! 219
Planes | Pursuits 4-5 100-125 to
: 244
Ob ion s q 18
Reconnaissancel 2 36
NAVY Sea Planes -6 66
Planes
Reconnajgr_ner 30
D, DUTCH EAST INDIES.
1. Amy , - .
. Increase in Troops
L Qualities | Numbers According +o the TOTAL
New Conscription
Law for Natives
Inner-Territory | European
Army 30% 50,000 15,000 85,000
Outer-Territory | European
15% 20,000

- Army

je
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3. Air Force

Number of Number of
c cation Companies ___Planes TOTAL

Bombers | 1 .54
Army © | Fighters ' 8 140 1 037
Planes ‘ ‘ !

Reconngissance 1 ' 42 N

Navy Sea Planes 40 5

Planes
Others 32

Incomplete investigation of the land and weather was +he cause
of lacking perf®nent information #o enable +he Southern Army +o carry out
its opera+ion. Especially does +this apply +o +he situation in NEW GUINEA,
Our maps were of small scale but larger maps had been +akon from the
enemy in the beglnning of the war, :

Chapter II, Offenslve Gger§+1ons from t+he Beginning of +he War to May 1942

ﬂection 1. Strategic Bi ua+io of December 1941
~Part 15 qmm!.u S o e o S o e A

The Southern Army now has had sufficient +ra1n1ng for operationg
in view of the success of its landing operations, The advanced unit and
-+he main force had executed their landing operations satisfactorily and the
s+trategic situation thereafter progressed well, The number of ships lost

- was high, In December the number lost exceeded *he anticipated figure,

Part.2, Offensive Operations in each Area
1. SIAM Area : - ‘67??@!%

The Imperial Guard Division, €emmesrly under +he command of +the
15th Army commander, occupied SIAM without encounterlng resistance, The
55+¢h Division formerly under +he command of +he 25+h Army cormander, landed
on SIAM from +he sea and captured air bases around that sector,

i
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2, MALAY Area - o HAINAN folant

s’

On the 4th of December, the advanced unit of the 25th Army (Main
force of the 5th Division, part of the 18+th Division) deported % and
‘sailed toward MALAY, but during this voyage they were discovered by a BRITISH-
sea plane, At dawn of December 8 the main force of the 5+h Division landed
near SHINKOBRA, The 18th Division with one element (1 Infaniry Regiment,
as a nucleus, commanded by TAKUMI (Maj, Gen,) landed on KOTABAR., At KOTABAR,
this force incurred heavy damage from enemy planes,

24 :
: The 3 Ship Transportation Unit had assembled in KAMGRAN Bay but-

; y~departed and on, the h landed near SHINKOBURA and other
areas J LS) C: ig "
5 g OGO s ) —g—

The southward ladvanc’e army didnot meet much enemy resistance, and
enemy positions at PENANG Island on December 19 and IPO on the 28th were
easily captured, The TAKUMI Detachment advanced southward along the east

" seashore line and captured KUWANTAN on the 3-9;.'!! of m
| - 3 Iat
3, PHILIPPINE Area

The attack a.gp.ins;t +he PHILIPPINES differed from that on MALAY,
First of all an attack on enemy air bases was executed, Then, depending
upon the degree of success, an advanced unit was sent to seize the airfields,

. The MIURA Detachment sailed together with the SAKAGUCHI Detachment
of the 16th Army (one Regiment commanded by Maj. Gen, SAKAGUCHI) toward DAVAO
and executed successful landings without meeting any resistance,

. The 48+h Division lef+ FORMOSA and sailing through storms landed '
on LINGAYEN on December 22nd, The main force of +he 16+h Division left
AMAMTOSHIMA and commended their landing operations from December 24th,

During th’é operations during the advance on MANILA, .+he main force

[N ——

~""ihe enemy. A

: The .14-!-,h Army Headquarters received intelligence concerning the
enemy escaping into BATRAN Peninsula, but this was not looked upon as having

~much importantéa. The was later the main cause of the diffieulties encountered

in capturing this peninsula, .

The SAKAGUCHI Detachment, which is under +he command of the 16th
Army, after séizing DAVAO, changed their course and captured HeR€ Island on
December the 25th, JoLo

4, BRITISH-BORNEO Area

On December 16th the KAWAGUCHI Detachment landed on MIRI Island
and captured the oil fields of that sector, This detachment again changed
its objective and on December 23, landed mear KUCHINgand captured airfields
of that sector. This detachment later moved out from North KUCHIN and on
December 31lst seized BRUNEI,

2

-met_enemy resistance but continued their southward advance after destroying. . .-



corssed +the BURHA-SIAH bordar and arrived at on January 30+h

5 T

5. FRENCH~-INDO-CHINA Area

Since the Military Defense agreement between JAPAN and FRENCH-INDO-
CHINA had been established, everything was quite stabilized and calm,

Section 2, Sirategic Situations as of January 1942 3
Part 1. Outline ' /26

Srategic situations of most areas seemed o be quite favorable.
In PHILIPPINES, MANILA was captured on January 3«f, In MALAY, 00L
was taken on January 11, The attack was continued until the of

January, when they reached JOHORE Channel, In BURMA, MORMEN was captured

on January 30th, After the lst step of the PHILIPPINE operation had been
finished, the 48th Division and others were gradually transferred +o +he
16th Army for the 2nd stage of the operation, Later, the strategic situation
on BATAAN did not progress satisfactorily and losses gradually increased,

The South Army commander, on January 22nd, rocozved orders to
capture important sectors of BURMA,

Part 2. Operations of Different Areas
X pURla and SIAM Area

The main force of the 55th Divisién, which is under the command
of the 15+h Army concentrated near RAHEN since the beginning of January,

The 33rd Division landed on BANYA and concentrated near RAHEN,
One part of the 55+h Division, which proviously fought in TENACERIUM district
captured DAVOY on January 19.

From January 20th, +he main force of +he 55h Division gradually

e st ORI yweao« e
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The 5th Division of the 25th Army captured KURARANPOSE on January
11, On the 24th, +his division made a fast advance +hrough KURUAN and arrived
at JOHORE Channel on January 30th,

The main force of the Imperial Guard Division advanced on the west
seashore line and blocked enemy counter attacks on +he 26th, near BAHABAT,
and arrived at JOHORE Channel on +the 30+h,

On the 26th of January air fuel and ammunition was‘unloaded near
ENDAU after attacks from +he air and sea had been supressed and proceeded
with the reorganization of airfields near KURUAN and KAHAN,

The main force of the 3rd Air Group c00pafatsd with +he 25th Army,
and one part of this force cooperated with +he 15th Army. After the 12th d&

13
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January, this air group cooperating with the naval airAforco, executed air
attacks on SINGAPORE with all its strength but +he success of +his attack

was not as great as had been hoped, Enemy planes had escapad to SUMATRA Area
and would continue attacks periodicaly.

3. PHILIPPIHE Area - ; ; ' : "

2
The 14th Army captured MANILA on January B. This operation had
 proceeded favorably according +o .8schedule; therefore, the Southern Army
presumed that its next duties would be +to transfer its operations +o JAVA,
According to the plan, the 5th Air Group was diverted +o SIAM area, In
conformance with changed of +he combat order by the Imperial General Head+
quarters, the 48th Division and other units were put under +he command of
the 16th Army. An order was issued to the 16+h Army +o seize JAVA.

The aituation was that difficulties would undoubtedly arise in
the future in the PHILIPPINES but the South Army +hought +hat+ this affair
could be settled after having concluded +the JAVA operation according +o plan,
The Central Headquarters, also with this in mind, executed a changes in +he
combat order, N
The enemy escaped into the BATAAN Peninsula, The NARA Brigade
interchanged with the 48th Division and began an attack on the enemy posi-
tions near ABUKAI incurring many losses, They barely captured this position
on January 24th, This brigade was prepared chiefly for defense and was un-
trained for executing attacks, They possessed lit+le power for +he next
' operation,

One part of +the 16+h Division advanced southwards along the west
shores of BATAAN, and another part of +his landed on +he south of BAGAK,
from the sea, on January 23, but was enveloped by s+trong enemy forces,

This sort of situation on BATAAN gradually inereased +he fears of +he l4+h
Army, .
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.The K.AWAGUGHI Detachment seized LABUAN Is}.a.nd on +he 1s-lx and
,fnssm.mon on the 3rd, ;

~- On the 6+h, +his detachment received orders o capture the' air-
field near BENKAYAN, so this detachment operated from land and sea and cap-
tured it on January 27+h, One part of +his detachment captured TAWAO on
January 24th, .

ey

5. DUTCH-BORNEQ Area

The SAKAGUCHI Detachment of +he 16th Army, after a light battle,
captured TARAKAN on the 11+h, and BALIKPAPAN on +he 24+h,

mhe 38+h Division which had been engaged in +he operation at HONG

KONG was put under +he command of +he 16+h Army., One part of +his division

"\
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(120¢h Infentry Regiment Commanded by Maj. Gen, ITO as nucleus) received
orders to size ANBON, Therefore this unit left HONG KONG on January 12+h
and sailed towards DAVAO, The main force gra.dually concentrated at KAMURAN
Bay in order to advance into JAVA

The 45+h Division wh_ich was stationed at PHILIPP was extracted
from the 14th Army and put under +he command of +he 16th Army, 'This army,
for this reason, became very busy preparing for +he operation ageinst JAVA,

The I™0 Detachment lef+ DAVAO on January 28+h and seized ANBON
on +he 31lst,

6. FRENCH-INDO-CHINA Area

The situations in FRENCH-INDO-CHINA was calm, The 21st Division
gradually arrived at+ FRENCH-INDO-CHINA from the latter part of January +o
stabilize and hold FRENCH-INDO-CHINA,

Part 3. The-Enggx Situation as ¥nown in the Latter Part of January

1. BURMA Area >

Since the 17+h Division had newly arrived from INDIA, the main
forces in BURMA would be the ls+ BURMA Division, the 1?+h INDIA Division and
the 13+h INDIAN Independent Infantry Brlgade.

5th and 6+h Army were CHINA'S strategic Army which were +o operatse
in BURMA and #+wo Divisions were expected +o enter BURMA in the near future
but the whole force of 8 Divisions would take more +han 2 months *o concen-
* trate +their +roops near MANDALAY,

Enemy air force incurred damages a+ +the end of December but rein-
forcements had increased +he number +o about 50 planes,

2. MALAY Area
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The -9+h and 11*h Divisions of +he 3rd Army and +he 45*h Indepeﬁden+

" Brigade of INDIA received heavy damage and +he 8th Division of AUSTRALIA was
destroyed in JCHORE prefecture,

™he air force has received gquite a number of reinforcements, It
is judged +hat +here were about 200 planes including +he ones in SUMATRA,

3., PHILIPPINE Area

m™he 21s+, 4lst, 5lst and +he 9lst+ Divisions began consiruction of
 fortifications in *he bl part of BATAAN, and *he 1s+ and 31lst Divisions
were in the south,

"he 81st Division was stationed on CEBU Island, the 61lst Division
on PANAY Island, and the 10lst Division on MINDANAO Island.




4, JAVA krea

Itiis estimated that there are about 13 Infan*ry Battalions,and not
more +han one Battalion on DUTCH-BORNEO,

Section 3, Sirategical Si;ug*idng og ngggg;x : : 5
Part 1, Outline ' ' -

SINGAPCRE had surrendered on February 15. An important step had
been taken in the southern operstion, The stmategic situation as a whole
progressed favorably, PALEMBAN, SUMATRA was captured; +troops crossed the
SITIAN River and advanced into RANGOON. The situation in the PHILIPPINES
-wes not favorable, The forces there were reinforced by the 4+h Division and
other units in order +o settle this affair,

The Imperial Headquarters issued an order for +the capture of im-
portant areas in the ANDAMAN Islands and the commencement of +he operation
agains+t TIMOR

The ITC Detachment cap+ured ANBON and landed oﬁ TIMOR Island at
dawn of January 26+h,

Part 2. +rategic Situat+ion in each Are
1., BURMA Area

On February 9+h, *he 15th Army was ordered +o destroy the enemy
involved in the present operation and advance +o the RANGOON sector covering
as much land +o the north as possible, They were also ordered *o prepare

~ for the attacks on MANDALY and ENANJON, The 55th Division of +he 15th Army
crossed the SARUIN River near MOORMEN, +the 33rd Division crossed the same
river in the north and continued its advance +o +the northwes+, The enemy on
the left bank of SITTAN River was destroyed, After they-had prepared for the"
advance +o-RANGOON, +he crosalng of the SITTAN Rlver began on Feburary Zj*h
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2. VALAY Area
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The 25th Army, with its +ank unit, commenced +o advance from +he
east side of +he wooden bridge of JOHORE Channel, The main force attacked
T from the district west of +he wooden bridge, Speedy exploitations of successes
were made and the enemy surrendered on February 15th,

On February 19+h, +he 25th Army commander received an order +o cap-
ture important sectors of ANDAUAN end +he middle and north SULATRA,

. 3. PHILIPPINE Area :
m™he NARA Brigade attacked enemy positions on *he north slope of
M+, MARIVELES without success, According +o the Army order issued on the

13+h, +his Brigade retreated *o the district northwest of BALANGA, and reor-
ganization was made after capturing the blockade position,

e e
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' Strategic situation of +he 16+h Division remained the same. One
part of the force was enveloped by the enemy +o the south of ABUKAI, Another
unit was sent as reinforements from the sea but this unit was also enveloped.
Rescue operations were already hopeless in +he middle of February.

Ceorrmand (7/72)
! The Central Heedguarier g;oked upon the critical sitation as of 3\
great importance and for the development of +his situation the 4+h Division
was deployed +o the PHILIPPINES, In order +o se*tle the affakks stated sbove
the Southern Army also put +he 62nd Regiment of the 2lst Division, which
was en route FRENCH=-INDO-CHINA, under +he command of the 144h Army, The Cen-
tral Headquarters also diverted heavy artillery and went so far as +o change

-Fhem Staff Bruqﬁum of the 14+h Army,
&/wm
‘% DU*CH-INDIES

.

s The 3rd Air Group was successful in attacking PALENBAN and PAKANBAL
on the Tth and 8+h of February, :
s

The lst Attack Group, acting under the command of +he 3rd Air Group,
landed on PALENBAN on Fabruary l4+h and seized oil refinery plants, and air-
fields in the same area,

‘ ‘;ﬁh1¢¢-F¥5

The main force of t+he 30fh Division, covered by +he 3rd Morpedo
Combat Unit, sailed into MUNTOK;” This division immedia*ely crossed MUSHI
River on boat*s, and landed on PALENBAN on February 16+h,

To capture PALENBAN before the fall of SINGAPORE was looked upon
as having great importance, since the o0il refineries had been +aken in per<
fect condition,

One part of +he 38+h Division changed course from PALENBAN and
~advanced *owards TANJONKARAN seizing the airfield in +his place on February
20th, After +his they deployed into positions favorable for +he opera*lons

against JAVA, - ; . i
EmmmereRTERT o T The - SAKAGUCHT Detwuciment- advanced -southward on- land-and-sed-aud. = ==
cap+urod PANJIERUHASHIN
BRANDIERMASH].

In this way the preparations for attack upon JAVA were gradually
completed, _ ‘

The main force made preparations for land operations against JAVA,
The 48+h Division left+ LINGAYEN on February 8+h and assembled a+ HORO Island,
The main force of the 2nd Division assembled in KAWMURAN Bay, Both forces
left at the same +ime and sailed on JAVA from +he east and west, The convoy
for the east was +he 3rd Fleet,and for the west the lst Southern Exped1+ionary
Fleet,

Prior %o this, +the Army and Navy air forces had raided important
sectors on JAVA,
# ; < ;
: One part of +he 48+h Division captured BALI Island on February 19+h
in order +o secure enemy air fields.
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On February 27+h and 28+h, a naval bat+le ensued between +he enemy
flee-!: and our fleet resul+ing in a victory for us,

Concerning operations against TIMOR, +he I™0 Detachment with a
detachment lef+t ANBON .on February 17+h, and +he main force on +he 18+h, They
were covered by the 2nd Torpedo Combat Unit., The main force landed on KUPAN
on February 20+h, the other par+ landed on DELI,

V Bection 4, Sirategic Sifggﬁiogg for March
~ Part 1. Outline

In the BURMA area the 15th Army cap+ured RANGOON on March 8tk and
later prepared for the advance on central BURMA, With +he transition of
operations in BURMA, the necessity for constructing a railroad connecting
BURMA and SIAM was recognized,

In order %o lighten the heavy dutieg of the 15th Army, the SIAM
area was put under +he direct command of +he Southern Army,

At that time one batalion of +he 4th Independent Mixed Regiment
was stationed at BANYA as well as the air force.

At JAVA, the 16t+h Army made successful landings on March 3rd, The
DUTCH Army surrendered on March 9+h,

The 2!1&\0_'991“&"'1011 was concluded +o be successful, In +he PHILIPPINES,
attack preparations were ‘made against enemy positions on BATAAN Peninsula,

rart 2. erations of Each Areas

1, BURMA Area )

The 15+h Army c¢rossed t+he SITTAN River on February 27+h, and cap-
IGOON on March 8-bh w:|.+hou+ encoun-!-er:l.ng muc‘g res:.sﬂa,nce._ e R (|
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-v o The main force of the 55-!-.11 Divigion executed runm.ng attacks on
"‘ONGOO and the 33rd Division on PROMU,

On March 3rd the 55th Dlv:x.sion fought with CHIANG KAI SHEK'S 200+h
Division at TONGOO and this sector was captured afier the battle. The 33rd
Division advanced to a district near PROMU,

With +he ending of the 2nd southern operation, forces were gradudly
put under the command of +he 15th Army +o increase its power, Under the
.assumption that this mop-up operation would end before +het rainy season, the
Imperial Headquarters, on the 4th, exirated the 18+h Division, the 56+h Divi-
sion and other units from the order of battle of the 25+h Army and enrolled
it in t+he order of battle of the 15th Army,

The 56+h Division was transported from KYUSHU directly +o BURMA,
and gradually executed landings beginning on March 26+h, After landings
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hed been completed, +his Division advanded on TONGOO,

The 18+h Division, which was pos+ed in Bouthorn MALAY prepared
for t+he advancements +o BUREA,

Bris 5
a‘ﬁ@ March 18+h +he T+h and 12+h Air geeup of the 3rd air foree were

added to the 5th air inzﬂpwhich was supposed +o cooperate with the 15+h

Army, JInformation on hand concerning +he enemy situaﬁon in BURMA acquired

in the latter part of March is listed below.

General CHINNG KAI SHEK'S Army entered RURMA in accordance with
5th and 6+h Army order, The commander of the 6+h Army was TA UNKI, The
Mcm of +he 5th Army ‘é.ﬂASA JI, ;

The 49th Division, the 55+h Division and +he 93rd Division of the
6th Army were posted at MONPAN, ROYKAU and KENTONG,

The 200+h Division, 96th Division and +he 22nd Division of the
5+h Army were posted,+the latter +wo divisions at EDASE and PINMACHI and the
200+h Division near TONGOO, The 200+h Division received heavy damages at
TONGOO, '

General CHIANG KAI SHEK'S Divisions consist of about 83000 to
9,000 personmel, The full strength in BURMA is about 45,000, The 17th
Division in INDIA received heavy damage’at PROMU and other places, This
Division is a* present located near ENANJON, Their equipment is fairly
good, but their fighting power has decreased, The forces of General CHINEG
KAI SHEK are gradually increasing but in estimating their speed of concentra-
+ion, it is judged that +he 15¢h Army can execute its operations in middle
BURMA successfull

_5“1,«.::;4\% A A d’)
2. QUALAY Area .? Jﬂﬂ4‘}

The 5+th Div;pion +ook charge of keeping peace and order in MALAY,
e o . The Imperial Divis landed on the S, E. district of MEDAN oh March R+h ) '_.?:_,..“,,.__..
FEeS S gnd eaptured ~I7¢H, - The capture of North SUMATRA was almost
: l/// completed. The '38+h Division which was posted at south SUMATRA .was put under

the command of the 25+h Army,

o The 18+h Division prpeared for an advance.upon BURMA in southern
MALAY, One part of +his Division received orders *o capture ANDAMAN, and
on +he 23rd, +this unit landed on PORT PLEA without meeting any resistance,

3. PHILIPPINE Area '

Additional forces and materials were freshly sent +o +he 4+h Army
above and beyond +he 4+h Division, Preparation for the attack against
BATAAN was execuied very carefully, One part of this Army captured SAN JOSE
on MINDORO Island on March 16+h, =

Considering +he situation in the PHILIPPINES an order was issued
on the 10th, +0 +he KAWAGUCHI Detachment which had previously carried out -
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operations on BORNEO, and the KAWAMURA Detachment (nucleus of one Infantry
Regiment from the 5th Division of MALAY) +o operate under +he command of
14th Army commander, The accumulation of necessary military goods and
materials for +he new opera+ion was practically completed by end of March,

4, EAST™ INDIES Area N\
During +he voyage *o JAVA, the 16+h Army received an at*ack from

the enemy fleet but +he protection of the naval escort enabled them +o0 reach

their destination quite safely. The 2nd Division which is +he nucleus of

+he main force landed near SURAN, located on *+he northwes+ end of JAVA, A

force led by +he 40+h Division landed near RENBAN and +he MOMIBAYASHI

Detachment landed near KALIJACHI, After this +the operations continued with-

out meeting much resistance,. The 2nd Division cap+ured BATAVIA on March 5th

end +he 48+h Division cap*ured SURABAYA on +he T+h, The DUTCH Army surrendered

on +the 9th, The JAVA operation was practically completed; +he operations

of the south, based on i+s plans, were almos+ accomplished,

During +he operation agains+ JAVA, *he 3rd Air Force cooperated
with the 16th Army from the beginning to *he end., After the JAVA operation
had been finished, many units from the 16+h Army were diverted +o +he 15+th
Army in conformance with an order issued on March 18+h and 20+h,

Section 5, Strategic Situation in April

Part 1. Outline

The second stage of +he opéra*ion, based on it+s plans, turned out
successfully,

In April +he +hird stege of *he operation (Operation No, 2) was
executed in order +o clean-up B SHrIVDIAN and CHIANG KAI SHEK'S Army
and +o cut off reinforcements from- 'INA Operations progressed moderately
well, The general a++1+ude of }he ciVill&nS in BURLA was sa+ls£ac+ory.

/
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e 0 PHTLIPPINGS, *he at+ack on EFAAY Soened ox TprAl ral
The strategic situations progressed modera*ely well, The whole of BATRAN
Peninsula’ was captured by April 9+h, " In other areas, each division was

ordered %o hold and s*abilize their occupied areas, A Army Head-
quarter was newly established on BORNEO, The commander wgs Lieu*, Gen,
MAEDA, P
Af+er April 3rd, *he Navy will +ake over +he duties of guarding
ANDAMAN ,
3 Part 2, Qgergfioné in Each Areg

. 5 i (
1, BURMA Area -ﬁéﬁ,mw’“"“ =

wad ot
The 15th Army).advanced £6 +he TONGOO and PROMU line in +he la*ter
part of Harch) Thgx_nrspanad—£0f +he northward advance whieh commenced on
April l1s%, :

o ﬂs L¢¢3;_

g
2
(it




sﬁw’“ e newly arrived 56+h Divéslon sdvanoed suis vow JONE0D &loix
+he SARYI River. Whe main force of the 55+h Division advanced along +he
route +o MANDALAY, " The 33rd Division advanced ‘along +he 3R=5?1 Ei r.
Mmacsi ng WA }

After o light battle +he 55+h‘DiV1sfon captured PINHANA on April
22nd0 % "\

S

The 56+h Division con'inued +heir fast advance, and on April 22nd
they ‘arrived at TAUKIGI, on the 24th at ROYLEM and on the 29+h at RASHIO,

: The 5§+h Division was shipped from MALAY +o RANGOON, After assem-
‘bling near TONGOO on +he 15+h, +his division advanced northward along +he
east side sector of MANDALAY Route. They arrived a+ YAMESEN on April 24+h
and in +he district south of MANDALAY on the 1as+ day of April,

The 33rd Division commenced their attack on the enemy located
near ENANJION on April 17th and destroyed them by +he 24+h, A part of CHIANG
KAT SHEK'S Army had joined this battle, Later, *his division advanced up
stream on IRAWAI River by boats, . .

The 5+h Air Force cooperated very closely with +he l5ih¥Army.
2, PHILTIPPINE Ares

After the 14th Army's long attack preparations ageins+ BATAAN
were completed, on April 3rd the artillery units executed preparatory firings
for attack, lasting several hours, After +this event, +he whole line com-
menced its advance, From that +ime +he strategic si*ua+1on progressed favorably.
The whole peninsula was captured after +he forces charged into MARIVELES
on April 9+h, The KAWAGUCHI Detachment was put under +he command of +he
14th Army commander in order +o s+abilize +he VISAYA Islands,

This Detachment landed on CEBU on April 10+h, Furthermore, +his
Detachment was ordered to redeploy +o MINDANAO; i+ landed on KOTAPAT™O on
,“..-;__- - _&Qaike%hr ~The-KAWALURA. paﬁ&ahmea%—M&d-on EATmslMQmm;l SRER
" ‘in order +o s+abillze thig island, :

L

Section 6, S+,ra+.ggi.c Situation in May

(\\k_,//~ Part 1, lin

The 3rd stage operation which +ook place in BURMA progressed
fevorebly, This operation ended in May, .

With +he progress of +he operation as ment+ioned above, & con-
ference was held concerning +he a*+ack operations of +he SIAM Army which
conference decided +o send +this Army +o operate at SHIAN prefecture ®ast of
the SARUIN River. This Army finelly crossed *he border but+ +he rain and
terrein conditions caused much difficul+ies, The progress of this operation
was unfavorable, The rainy season had also caused grea* supply difficul+ies,
I+ was hoped that a retreat back o their country would 'be executed,
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' At PHILIPPINES, the attack on CORREGIDOR commenced on May 5+h,

ment had been diverted +o +he PHILIPPINES.

-

On May 7+h, AMERICAN and FILIPINO Armies surrendered,

The Southern Army accomplished its duties for the +ime being,

The Southorn Army ordered each Army +o hold and stabilize itgﬂ%ccu-
pied areas, : :

-

Thﬁ‘NAKAHAFA Detachment (main force :i-4th Independent Mixed
Regiment) was ordered +o defend BRITISH-BORNEO since the KAWAGUCHI Detach-

Army Headquar+ter was esteblished,

+ that time,l ' -

: : : toet wnleation filivetn g ad Lupliadia
To taler c4~“%§1fﬁssvﬁiuaug?JV~QNm41MN~e?a vt comm :

On May 5+h +he BORNEQ Deferse

i

s On

¥ay 18+h, a combat order for +he 1T+h Army was iésued. The 3iﬁigifﬁﬂﬁtﬁyﬁdhdmﬁ
IPP s Were

Brigade and mess.other units which were posted in the PHIL

extgacted
17+h Army,

reinforce

Artillery

SINGAPORE

from the Southern Army and put into *he Order of Battle,of +he

After the Southern operation had been finished the Imperial
Headquarters planned %o exiract more forces from +he Southern Army and

+he KWANTUNG .Army and others,

On May 19th, the Tank Regiment, +he Independent Mountain Ar+il-
lery Regiment, the Heavy Field Artillery Regiment and +he Heavy Sieze

Uni+ were extracted from +he 14+h Army,

The location of +he General Headquarters for +the defense and
stabilization of the South was being studied, There were opinions +ha#
SAIGON would be adequate bu+ Central Headquarters sta*ed an opinion +hat
would be adequate, It was decided *o establish Headquarters at
SINGAPORE, after submitting *he plan +o +he Central Headquarters,

00 lag 19kl the. Inpacial Headquars o 5-iesuod- a0 0rder-Lor Ao v
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. establishment-of a-Séuthern Fuel Depot,

of work_rblafive +0 fual,

-

in order”*o carry out various *ypes

List of our casulaties and captured arms from +he beginning of +he
__Bouthern operation +ill the end of the operation in the latter part of MNay,

1., Our Casualties

Dead-....;........................Aboui: 9’800

Injured.-o.nn-ou--oo.oona-oooalocl " 18!000
Hospi+alized....................-r " 205000
Dead Horses-oon---oo-o-occl..-ooo- " 3’000

2. Captured Arms
Various guns and cannons,.........About 4,000

HQChine gunsooeq....-.---......-.. 2 103000
w&nks, s a IR T R i " 223000

mﬁilﬁg 77?
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Part, 2, QOperations in Each Area
1, BURMA Area

The 56th Division continued *heir northward advance and det’r&yad _

‘the CHINESE Army which had entered BURMA, This division charged into
. UNAN on May 3rd and finally advanced +o the SARUIN River line, which

was the end of +their oparat:.on.

One part of +his Division advanced *o BAHNO, and into MITOKINA
on May 8th, _ ' ;

After the 18+h Division captured MANDALAY on May 1st, they
were ordered +o destroy the CHINESE Army which would +ry +o invade SHIAN
Province, Therefore, +his division advanced +o +he SARUIN River line,

. The main force of +he 65th Division advanced from MANDALAY
towards MITOKINA along IRAWAJI River district, After the 33rd Division
captured MANIWA on May lst, they advanced along +he railway line between
MANDALAY and MITOKINA and me+ with one part of +he 56+h Division which
was advancing southward from MITOKINA at NABA on May 15th, One part of
+the Division pursued the re+reating BRITISH-INDIAN Army slong CHINDOUIN
River, and arrived at KALEWA on Mey 1%}&&1‘.

Another detachment, with thé object of capturing AKYAP Air-
field in mind, changed their course at PROMU and captured AKYAP on May
4th, In +his way, CHINA'S 5th, 6+h and +he 66+h Army, +otal of 9 Diusion
received quite a heavy blow, The 6th Army retreated +owards SHARI and :
FRENCH-INDO-CHINA Sea, Other Armies retreated +o a district north of

BURMA Route,

The BRITISH Army, after receiving heavy damages, retreated +o -
INDIA, On May 18th, +the Southern Army Headquarter issued an order to °

. the 15-1-,11 Army comander conc_erning the stabilization of important areas,

.- [

On BATA.&N, a force with *he 4+h Division as nucleus, ma.de
prepa.ra+iona for +he attack agains+t CORREGIDCR,

— On +he night of May 5+h -'-.he at+ack commenced,

On May Tth, &1l of +he enemy in +he PHILIPPINE sector had
surrendered,

The 14+h Army planeed +0 occupy MINDANAO with +he KAWAMURA
Detachment which had previously occupied PANAY and +he KAWAGUCHI Detach-
ment which had previously occupied CEBU Island,

The KAWAGUCHI Detachment had already landed near KOTAPATO on
April 29+h, and +he KAWAMURA Detachment landed near CAGAYAN on lay 54,

o
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Both of these detachments and +he MIURA Detachment coordinated
in the mop-up operation on HINDANAQ which was completed in early Nay.

The NARA Brigade executed mopping-up operations on North LUZUN,
and the 16th nivision on Sou+h LUZON,

Part 3. it 13
Operations in the South,

1. Soufhwest CHINA

Y]

During +he latter part of +he BURMA operation, the CHINESE
force at KOMMEI were ordered *o advance +o the®west, and +wo divisions
were deployed from the BUNZAN sector +o KOMMEI, For +his reason small
battles +ook place at TOETSU and RYURYO, )

In the first part of June, +he CHINESE forces were destroyed
and forced back, From +hat +time +he situation was quite calm, CHINESE
forces were diverted o the north at the district near the FRENCH-INDO- »
CHINA border, ; ¢

2, INDIA

With +he progress of our operation in BURHA, BRITAIN gradually
e strengthened +he defense of INDIA,

AMERICAN reinforcements consisted of aircraft, mainly bombers,
Forces which have arrived up *o +his +ime were not very large but it
was expected that the numbers would increase in the future,
L]

3. AUSTRALIA

Expeditionary forces were ordered back +o +the homeland,
and forcea were reorganlzed

e -~
e e e o R — T — . ’
PR 215 2 = g, =S e e i s sty o e el s e b i e s

‘ mhe prlme in+eres+ seemed +oube the defense of +he homeland,
and the strong point of +he distribution, seemed +o0 be on +he east and
+he southwas+tern shores, The main body of the AMERICAN Army was *he

air force and was gradually distributed along northern AUSTRALIA, I+#
seemed as +hough their mission were #+o execute attacks against NEW GUINEA
and TIMOR,
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Chapter III. Defensive operation during the period from June 1942 to
June 1943. .

h.ng-;ﬂl 1. Battle Situation on June 1942.

Although there were units operating for mopping up, of remaining enemies in
- all areas, the greater part of the army took charge of concentration of units, L
restoration of strength and training of troops. The general situation and military
administration were also started satisfactory.

The General Imperial Headquarters successively withdrew forees from the
Southern Army. On 10 Juhe, the 10th Air Group and other. air units were ordered to
MANCHURIA. On the 12th, the 4th Division which engaged in the capturing of BATAAN
Peninsula and CORREGIDOR Island returned to their homeland. On 29 June the Grand
Imperial Headquarters called back the Chief of General Staff of the Southern Army
to TOKYD and issued orders to the following effect indicating the subsequent
measures to be taken in the entire area of the Southern Army. Based on this order,
the Southern Army issued orders to each army group.

On the same day, the lith Army was relieved from the command of the Southern

— Amy, Thereafter, the PHILIPPINES came under the direct contro]l of the Grand '

Imperial Headquarters with execution of military administration as the prineipal
objective, :

. Orders -
e is birs o ks Beush Mash ASTH mar. the Seend Imprial Nesdquarters
will securely maintain important areas of Southern territory and establish a
poesition of sure victory by self support and preparing for operation by keeping

abreast with the general situation.

2., The commander in chief of the Southern Army will take charge of securing and .
maintaining the important scuthern areas and prepare for operation against outlying
important areas based on the following in cooperation with the navy.

(1)« Complete defense a , BURMA, former BRITISH MALAY, SUMATRA, JAVA and former
‘BRITISH BORNEO and quickly establish and -

complete military administratioen.
(2). Cooperate in the defense of THAT and INDO-CHINA.

(3). Continue pressure against CHUNGKING from the direction of BURMA, INDO=CHINA
and THAI.

(L).' Carry out air advance attack operation against INDIA and CHINA according to
necessaty, Regarding land advance attack operation against the interior, definite
orders will be issued.

(5). According to necessaty, it will assist in the defense of the area which the
navy is in charge of military administration.

(6). Carry out necessary propaganda and fifth column activity in INDEK, AIBTR"ALIA
and CHINA. : ,

Ll
.
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In order to give systematiec usﬁtmoo to INDIANS regarding liberation

INDIA, and thereby contributing to the exscution of the war, a new HIKART (3% )
organization was formed,

A group of INDIANS held a mass meeting in BANGKOK on 22 June and decided
on the erganisation of (INDIA Independence League) aiming at the independence of
INDIA and the organization of the INDIA National Army. They hoped for the
assistahee of the JAPANESE Govermment,

Subsequently the INDIA Independence League made a favorable progress and
organized its omn ammy in MALAY,

With the temporary conclusion of the southern operatien, air base establishments
in the important southern area was ordered by central anthority to complete air bases,

Paragraph II. Battle situation in July.

InJuly, many units of the Southern Ammy were transferred mainly to the
—MANCHUREA-and-the CHINA area. :

The order of 10 July stated that the entire organization of the air units under
direct control of the Scuthern Army battle wrder was dissolved and a new 3rd Air
Army battle order was formed. It was assigned with the Southern Army battle order.,

The 3rd Air Div, was then transferred to the CHINA Expeditionary Force. The
3rd Alr Amay was composed of 4 air greups with the 5th Air Div. as a nucleus and pos-
sessed 12 air regiments (5 fighter plane regts., 2 light bomber regts., 3 heavy

regts. and 2 reconnaissance plane ngt-.s as its actual strength. The main
of the army was disposed in the regions of BURMA and MAIAY against the eneay
INDIA area while a part of it was posted in the areas of JAVA and SUMATRA
the enemy in the direction of AUSTRALIA.

%

2

|

Necessary M.P. units and prisonsr of war internment camps were organized and
oinéd with the battle order of the Southern Army and all armies under its command
ﬂ J‘ho : 7
Next, on 31 July, the 3rd Field Railroad Headguarters amd the Southern Atmy =
Signal Unit were organized and authoriszed to unify and command main railread units
and signal units in the various southern regions respectively. ;

[ =

“ 8

Paragraph IIT.  Battle situation in August .

"~ The 5th Division was in charge of security at MALAY Peninsula since the
capture of SINGAPORE on February of this year. They were suppoieddto return to
their homeland but since there wmas a lack of shipping space this could not be
accomplished. On 6 August the division received the order to return from the
Grand Imperial Headquarters. The lack of shipping space made it impossible to
ecarry out the order. : '

The general situation of the Southern Army was uninventful and the battle
situation in the SOLOMON area became tense., For this reason, the 2nd Division
at JAVA under the command of the 16th Army suddenly entered into the 17th Army

\
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battls order by order of the Grand Imperial Headquarters on 29 August. They were
mnmumammiuu-mm. !

On this same day, the 9th Air Group and the 9th Air Sector Headquarters in
MANCHURIA were ordered to enter into the 3rd Air Army battle order increaming the
air wtrength in the SUNDA Isles area. About this time, mudvumsﬂnhn
under the command of the-commend of the Southern Army were transferred to 'the
CHINA area for a new campaign.

Paragraph IV. Battls situation in September,

Since the battle situation of the 17th Army at GUADALCANAL Island became more
and more temse, the 38th Division which was in SUMATRA Island under the command of
the 25th Army entered into the 17th Army battle order by the order of the Grand
Imperial Headquarters on 17 September. The 38th Division hastely sailed from
MEDAN and advanced to RABAUL, .

In arder to defend WAKE and GUAM Island, the 2lst Independent Mixed Brigade
fexcluding vehical unit) in FRENCH INDO-CHINA which was relieved fram the control
of the Southern Army came under direct control of the Grand Imperial Headquarters,
It sailed from FRENCH INDO-CHINA., Organisation of training institution for junier
staff members were ordered and were entered under direct contrel of the Southern
Army on 26 September, The Southern Army accordingly ordered the disposition of
these training institutions to areas as follows: Southern Army candidates for
reserve officers training unit (SUMARAN). Southern Army candidate for non-commission
unit SMALACCA). Scuthern Army intendense training department (SINGAPORE). Southern
Army sanitary training department (SINGAPORE). . :

Independent garrison units were organised in order to replenish strength in
isportant southern area following successive transferring of each group engaged in
southern operations. Upon completion, the independent garrisen units were disposed
as follows by the Grand Imperial Headquarters order of the 26th of Septembers

15th Army (BURMA) A2nd Independent Garrison Infantry Battalion.
16th Army (JAVA)13th Independent Garrisen, lith Independent Garrisen.
zmlmr%!) 12th Independent Gerrisem. . - o - e oo
7 . {SUMATRA) 15th Indppendent Garrison, 17 Independent Garrisom.
Garrison Unit -
4Oth Independent Garrison Infantry Battalien.
m n ] ] n .

Paragraph V.  Battle situation in October.

The necessity of increasing defense of small SUNDA Isles area in view of
enemy's counterattack frem the direction of AUSTRALIA bdcame more and more apparent.
In October the iSth Divisikn which were at Eastern JAVA were dispatched to the
direction of TIMOR Island,

el ations of ber
P ﬂl'I- S—rf‘”f—j': _;ﬂfudf-“‘ NOVem C

The INDO-CHINA Garrison Army Headquarters was formed and entered into the
Southern Army battle order on 10 October in view of the impending battle., It was

stationed in SAIGON.
- oSSR s KSR
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The construstion of a railroad eonnecting THAI with BURMA was in preperatiom
since June, amm"mimuonmhnttmuhh
BURMA region, construstion of a railroad was decided. Order to complete this

railread by the end of 1943 was issued by the Grand Imperial Headquarters, Difficult
terrain and sicimess made the prespect of the comstruction very difficult.

The battle situstion in the SOLOMON end NEW GUINEA area became grave. The
battle arder of the 8th Army Group was issued on 16 November, The 2lth Air Growp
(2 fighter regiments) and other units were transferred frem the Southern Army to

On

18 November the Southern Army was instructed to assist the Line of Commmmi-
cation of the 8th Army CGroup according to necessaty. This duty became a heavy burdem -
to the Southern Army. In regards to the return of the 5th Division in MATAY to their

, : on in MAIAY to retwrn home was issued en

: carried out on aceount of the lack of shipping

space. tle situation in the SOLOMON was getting eritical. The need for a

strenger defense of the Southern Army area caused the General Imperial Headguarters
to suspend the return of the 5th Division. A part of the division (the 5th Enginmeer
Regiment and 2 infantry battalions) were suddenly dispatched to the RABAUL area and
entered under the command of the 8th Army Group. On 27 November another infantry

battalion from the same division was transferred to the same area.

Paragraph VII.  Battle Situation in December.

On 29 December, one heavy bomber regiment and others were transferred ffom

the BURMA area and entered under the command of the 8th Army Group. At that time
the battle situation of the same army group on GUADALCANAL became extremely perilous.
On 4 January the Grand Imperial Headmarters at last ordered the evacuation of the
Army group. The battle sitmation of the entire Southern area was still gemerally
guiet. At the BURMA area the BRITISH-INDIAN troops started a drive in December to
recapture AKYAB, drove away our first line unit in the vicinity of BTIDON and MONDO
with a unit compesed of the INDIAN 7th Div. as a nucleus, i

The 15th Army attached great importance to this area as the fromt-line of defenss
boundary. Some of the Amy crossed the SARUIN River, penetrated into our .
area and small engagements took place.

In view of the general situation, it ®ee urgent to strengthen our defemnse
against the AMERICAN and BRITISH counter-attack from the area of AUSTRALIA.

Paragraph VIII. Bat$le Situation in Jamuary 1943.

The battle order of the 19th Army was issued on 71 January as a precaution. -
aghtnst acBERITIEN ASGhANERIGANnattack on BENDA., The main force of the 4Sth Divisien
on TIMOR Island and the main foree of the 5th Division on the way to BUNDA Sea aréa
from MALAY and other units entered under the cammand of the 19th Army :

MWMdfomrDmnmmmmmKMMﬂf

between the 19th Army and the m/@mop-um;nthesommmm

area. Ar«,@;\,
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In order to strengthen the defense in JAVA, the 26th Infantry Brigade was
placed under the command of the 16th Army and transferred from the CHINA apea.
The Southern Armmy was ordered to form and supervise the headquarters of the THAI
Garrisen troops which was placed under the command of the Southern Army on
7 January. The Southern Army Field Ordnance Depot, the Southern Army Motor
Transport Depot and the Southern Army Freight Depot, were ordered on 19 Jamary teo
come under the command of the Southern Army, : 3

On 30 January, the formation of the 7th Air Division (7th Air Group as the
main body) was ordered and entered into the battle arder of the 3rd Air Smmy.
This unit wasé sent to the SUNDA Isles area. On the same day, the 8th Air Grouwp
(1 fighter battlaion and 2 heavy bember battalions) waw placed under the command
of the 3rd Air Army. -

The defensive strength at the important southern area was successively increased
to counteract the menace of the Allied Army. The defense could not be perfected as
expected. The battle situation in the SOLOMONS were not favorable. The 56th
Division ecarried out mopp up operation against a part of the CHINESE Army
(approximately one division) stationed along the banks of the SANNEEN in YUNAN
provimme, In February it penetrated into the area north of TOETSU destroying enemy
units in the main sector in about 2 weeks, and drove the main force to the east
bank of the SAINEEN River, -

The general situation of the Southern Army in the Beginning of 1943 is on
the appended chart 1. : :

Paragraph IX, Battle situation in February.

‘" In the BURMA area, the 55th Div. concentrating its mein force to the vieimity
of AKYAB and then, assumed the offensive against the BRITISH-INDIAN Army which was
attempting to recapture AKYAB. |

The construction work of the THAI-BURMA railway was exceedingly diffieult
and disease was rampart. In view of the necessity of supplying BURMA, the Central

____Authority cut the completion date by 4 months end ordered its completion by the

[ e

“end of August, On 2 February, thie Tormation-of ‘the Southern Army-Railwey.Umt.aes...

ordered with a view of accelerating the construction work. It was entered into
the battle order of the Southern Army. It was composed mainly of the former 2nd

‘Railroad Inspectorate and the 5th and the 9th Railroed Regiments.

On the same date, in order to strengthen the L. of C., Unit in the BURMA area,
the formation of the 5th Field Transport Umit (12 Independent Motor Tramaport Bn),
the 16th L. of C. Sanitary Unit (3 L. of C. hospitals) and the 15th Sick Transport
Unit (4 Sick Transport Platoons) was ordered and entered in the battle order of
the 15th Army, Since the fall of 1942, the Southern Army studied the plan of opera-
tion, which will begin after the end of 1943, dealing with the enemy's counter-
attacks against the southern territory. In the latter part of Feb., the Army gathered
the plans together and reported its view to the Central Authority summarized as follow

Forces to be organized and reififorced:

%/



- ®he deployment of the 19th Army in the BANDA Ses Ares did nd® froceed as

T
-Land groups - 2 Divs. and 1 Brigade (BURMA and MAIAY).
AA defensive group - 2 (Parenban? and Bankalanbulantan?)
AAA Unit - 23 Bns. :
Independent ln‘o n‘stv’ (A) -2,
Shipping Eng. Regt. - 2 (1 in BUNDA Sea Area}.
THAI and FRENCH INDO-CHINA Garrison Units . \

The Southern Army requested the reorganization of the 15th Army into an Army
group and organize the army, which will operate westward in BURMA.

Paragraph X, The Battle Situation in March.

In the BURMA area, the counter-attack operation of the 15th Army in the AKYAB
area progressed favorably and succeeded in driving the BRITISH-INDIAN troops, from
BURMA, The Southern Army needed to strengthen the defense of the little SUNDA
Island and meanwhile, the 45th Div. was being organized in the homeland. It was
entered in the battle order of the 16th Army on the 1lst of March and then

transported.

The 26th Inf. Brigade was detached from the battle order of the 16th Army and
entered in the battle order of the 15th Army.and transferred to BURMA.

a \

The necessity of strengthening the defense of PARENDAN-was apparent to the
Southern Army since January. All the garrison units were unified and reorganized
into the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Aerial Defense Regts. under the command of the PARENBAN
Defense Headquarters. It was entered into the battle order of the 25th Army on

The 31st Div., was entered under the command of the Army at the end of March
to strengthen the 15th Army. It became necessary to strengthen the defense
position in BURMA. The battle order of the BURMA Army Group was issued on 27 March.
; -

The 25th Army was responsible to the defense of SUMATRA and MAIAY. The
- defense area was divided and the 25th Diwiéien became responsible for the defense
oo B8 STMATRA, ° MAIAY came under the direct centrol of the Southern Amay.

AT e e : v
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expected -because of the lack of shipping space and the activities of the enemy
submarines and planes, '

Paragreph XI. The Battle Situation in April.

The necessity of strengthenming the defense of the Southern territories became
apparent due to the intensification of the battle situation in the Southeastern
PACIFIC area, The Southern Army made every effort to firmly hold the defense
positions in BURMA and the region norbh of AUSTRALIA, but the shortage of shipping
space and the raids of the enemy submarines and planes caused the breakdowmn of our

transportation and supply system.

. L
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In the region north of AUSTRALIA, enemy submarines were especially active. The
transportation of our forces and supplies of the 5th Div. was seriously hindered.
In BURMA, the attacking enemy planes mumbered about 1,000 every ten days in January
of this year. At present, the attacking enemy planes inecreased to over 2,000 every
ten days. Their sphere of activities was near the TONGUO-RANGOON line but now it
extended to the viecinity of MELGY and DABOI. Supplying BURMA by ocean going ships
became impossible. The necessity to complete the THAI-BURMA railroad became more
urgent. The repair and improvements of the roads and highways came to the attentien
of our authorities,

In the region north of AUSTRALIA the boundary of the battle area of the Southern
Army and the 8th Army Group was revised to long. 140OE., To strengthen the defehse
of the INDIAN Ocean, especially PARENBAN, the necessity to occupy COCOS Islands had
been discussed., The Southern Army negotiated with the Central Autherity and the
Southern Expeditionary Fleet but lack of shipping and naval strength, no practical
plan could be formulated to capture COCOS Island.

At that time, the BRITISH Fleet in the INDIAN Ocean was estimated to consist
of 5 battleships, 3 airecraft carriers, 4 cruisers, and about 25 destroyers and
reinforcements were contimmally coming in. The 3rd M.P. Unit, the Survey Unit and
the Fortification Unit of the Southern Army, which was being oa-gmued were
entered in the battle order of the Southern Army on 12 April.

Paragraph XII. The battle situation in May.

Our forces in all the areas were striving to strengthen the defense. The 1%h
Army made special efforts to transport the units and to accumulate the operational
materials by utilizing small Boats but was unable to make progress as expected.

The units deslined for BURMA advanced by using the road beds constructed for
the THAT«BURMA railroad, Results were not satisfactory as showm by the following.
April = 10,000 trpops (7,000 INDIAN Army included). May - 3,000 troops. June -
k,000 troops.

, m Southern Army, in its eagerness, to capture the COCOS Islands, continued -
& mm:'g,gm Iith the Southern Expedi tonary Plut, but m 'dor ot the actual :
atrongf.h of both sides, thé'plan seemed futile. - T s s e e

Paragraph IIII Battle Situation in June.

The battle situation in the South PACIFIC area became worse, and the main
body of the Air, Div, was detached from the cammand of the Southern Army and placed
under the command of the 8th Area Army. ;

The necessity of strengthening the defense of ANDAMAN Island and CARNICOBAR
Island Sor the defense of the INDIAN Ocean became greater and the Southern Army
negotiated with the navy about the plans.

Chapter IV. Defense operatioms during the period ffem July 1943 to March 19Lk.

Paragraph I. Summary

O
(o
Ly



o y,

1. The prineipal duty in the operation of the Southern Army was to establish a
defensive position to repel enemy attacks. lLater by increasing their strength, they
might be able to take the offensive, With the situation in the South PACIFIC area
growing worse, the amy put its supreme efforts in strengtheming the defense of the
region north of AUSTRALIA.

The initial operation plan of the army was as follows: \
(1)+ The defense of the important resource areas of THAI, FRENCH INDO-CHINA and JAVA
and the oil producing zones of SUMATRA will be the principlo object. The anti-air-
craft defense of :PARENBAN will be increased.

(2). In order to achieve the said obje~tive, the existing situation of the army in
mwummdmdtho-uamonmuthommmuum
llpfmr‘d.

(3). Defense of the INDIAN Ocean will be strengthened so as to prevent the oxpbiming
of the air bases or the advaneing of the enemy.

(4). Three objective had been generally achieved a formidable defense of the region
north of AUSTRALIA will be carried out. Since the battle situatiom in the South-
eastern PACIFIC area underwent an unexpected chamge, item 4 of ‘this plan had to be
carried out at the same time as the other items. The results were incamplete.

2. The general state of the Southern Army about August.
(1). The general situation.

Though the 8th Area Army made desperate efforts to recover its position since
the failure of the GUADAICANAL operation, the battle situation was gradually grow-
ing worse. There was a great loss of strength and difficulty in obtaining supplies.
The Southern Army could not count much on the 8th Area Army as a support in the
eastern rear front. The battle strength of the AMERICANS and the BRITISH gradually
inm”.d.

SO0 5 GERMANY vwas weakening and Allied Units destined for EUROPE came to ASTA, After
. tho ‘spring of 194k, the Southern Army could ‘expect an enemy attack from 3 ditectioms,
east, west and south.

(2). The position of the Southern Amy.

The Southern Army seemed to have acquired an invineible position as a result
of the initial battle., The strength of the army in the strategic front fell short
due to the Empire's policy of detaching the pick troops from combat duty to occupa-
tion duty. The battle situation in the Southeast PACIFIC became worse. Present
strength of t.ho army is as follows:

BURMA - 4 nfm. (33rd, 18th, 55th & 56th).
In additién, the main force of the new 31st Div, was already cnt.cring
BURMA, but the strength was not sufficient.

MAIAY - 2 Garrison Units (5 Bns.)
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SUMATRA = 1 Div, (GD) & 2 Garrison Units. .

JAVA -« 2 Garrison Units, :

TIMOR Island, the BANDA Sea and East NEW GUINEA area - 2 Divs. (5th & 48th).
FRENCH INDO=CHINA - 1 Div, (21st).

THAT - 1 Battalion.

BORNEO = 1 Bn.
Total land strength of above - 9 Div, & 6 Garrison Units.
Mr strength - 3rd Air Army (5 F.D, as mcleus). 3

Naval strength = 2 Southern Expeditionary Fleets.
1 Cruiser Div, (5 cruilsers as nucleus).
. 1 Aireraft Carrier Div, (23 F).

The resources in the southwestern areas, especially the fuel oil are the
backbone of the nation and the armed forces. The secyrity of these areas and the
maintenance of the communication line between the southwestern areas and the home-
land is absolutely necessary far the continuation of the war. The measures to
reinforce the defense of the southwestern areas are presssing and important, As a
result of repeated negotiation with the Imperial Hdqtrs.,, the Southern Army planned
on epoch making reinforcement of its strength, The aerial defense of the PARENBAN
oil fields were to be perfected and all availabie defense measures will be taken.

Paragraph II. The Operation in the BURMA Area.
No. 1 Operation C (IMPHAL Operation).

Outline of circumstances before the preparation order was issued.
He o&a.'&;.f_fc a2l
1. The view of the Southern s, position in BURMA. ///7@4@7_, Balis, lara )
Y,

In order to secure the important resowrce areas, it is necessary to confine
the enemy's advancing attack to the east.“)The 8th Area Army
and must hold BURMA as a north wing key point of the Southern Army. The view of
. the BURMA Area Army is the same,

2, The operation plan of the 15th Arny";aﬁbmt May.

1 “of “the BRITISH=-INDIAN Army. %A = oo
divisien d to advance to the cegtral plateau of ASSAM Province (south of -
SILUGADO?) from the direction of the LEDO highway and from the direction of IMPHAL
with anocther division. They were sent to capture the region east of PURAMABUTORA?,
The army deemed it wise to devise the independence of INDIA by the means of both
political and behind~the-line activities, .

3. Directing of the 15th Army by the Southern Army.

The change of the Empire's war strength and the existing state of the East ASIA
glttlt" situation made the executibn of the plan impossible, The operation could be
carried out only after keenly scrutenizing the real strength of ‘the both sides and
affirming the chance of positive success. In regards to this, it was suggested to
the BURMA Area Army to further study the battle situation and draw up a concrete
plan of its operation.
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The set badk of the enveloping movement at JINZEIWA gave the en at con-
fidence., In the engagement of IMPHAL, the enemy subbornly held out :Va f:d. no
attempt to withdraw, On the other hand, the enemy's small boat groups in December
made frequent appearance on the outhwest coast and finally commenced to land on
RAMREE Island. These landings were later reported to be patrols which soon with-
drew, however, the Southern Army decided to increase the defense strength., In Dec,
they hastily dispatched the 2nd Div, which was mostly concentrated in MAIAY, The =
2nd Div., was subsequently concentrated in the BASSEIN sector and completed its
preparations at the end of February.

In order to unify the command of the various units in that area, the:28th Army
was newly created in January. -

3. The 15th Army's order to commence with Operation C. 2

The 15th Amkm-dorod the commencement of Operation C generally in acecord with
the results of the final study of the operation. The date of the commencement of
the operation was as follows:

Main force area - 8 March.
AKYAB area = 2 March,

4. Landing of the airborne raiding force. .

The 18th Div. gradually pressed by the enemy was forced to retreat to the
north of MOGAUNG at the beginning of March. The enemy apparently planned to destroy
the same division by intercepting its line of retreat and to recapture North BURMA
and immediately reopen the INDIA-CHINA land route. They landed the airborne raiding
force on a sector of ROIBAU?, KATHA and MONIIN on 5 March. '

/.. _The enemy airborne force immediately bullt an airfield and constructed a
honeycdnb positions around it. Its strength was estimated at more than 5,000.
The BURMA Area Army was directed by the Southern Army to ddal with the enemy with
the remaining force. :

ST T e The JBURMA Area-Army first ordéred the railroad unit to oppose -the-enemy.air-. —
. borne force and later attached 2 battalion of the 15th Army reserves. The Army
further decided to reinforce with the 24th Independent Mixed Brigade (less 2

battalions). later 5 battalions from the 28th Army came as reinforcements. Due

to the extreme difficulty, communication, the reinforcements lost time, They had

to join in the battle with no definite orders. The ehemy could not now be

destroyed. The Southern Army arranged to dispateh the 53rd Div., which was con-"

ecentrated in MAIAY. At the beginning of March, they were transferred and their

new duty brought them into action against the anemy. .
The enemy airbarne raiding force resisted tenaciously, being supplied by air

but at last retreated to the north of POPIN? before the advance of the 53rd Div.

in the middle of April.

5, The main force of the 15th Army, in accordance with the prearranged plan,
commenced crossing the CHINDWIN River at dawmn on 8 March, This operation took
the enemy by surprise and attained a success that might well be called a bloodless

Y
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he The conduet of the BURMA Area Army. '

The Area Army under the direction of the Southern Army rejected the
Southern . conservative plan and planned an aggressive attuk. At the o%g,
of Juns the BURMA Area Army studied with the representatives of the ImperisY
~ and the Southern Army, the plan of operations after the rainy season and of the
IMPHAL operation. Its findings summarized as follows: s

A. The advance attack against the central part of ASSAM Province will be too
d:!..fﬁeult for our troopl.

B. IMPHAL op-rat.ion must be carried out not only to the defensive position in
mmu but also to raise the morale of the people of the homeland,

MM‘I The BURMA Area Army must be reinfarced with 3 Divi, at least 1,000 trucks,
~ smmunitions enocugh for 4 Diw;, and some auxiliary units. To carry out the foro-
" going plan, the Southern Army communicatied with the central authority at once to
have the forces transferred and get the Imperial Headquarters' permission.

5. Vice-Chief of the General Staff mm'- trip to TOKYO to cmunicat.a with
the Imperial Hdgtrs. .

‘Viee~Chief of the General Staff INADA went to TOKYO in t.ho middle of July and
reported in detail the existing situation of the Southern Army to the Imperial
Hdqtrs, He stressed the need of a new offensive operation in the BURMA area., He
obtained the Imp., Hdgtrs.' consent to make preparation for the forthcoming operation.
He further obtained the Hdgtrs.' consent on the déppatching of the units (15th Div,,
5i4th Div., 24th M.B., Eng. Hdgtrs., Field Transport Hdqtrs., & mmber of T., ete.),

the transporting and delivery of ammunition (enough for 4 Div.'s major engagement)
and vehiecle parts (for 1,000 trucks). All were necessary for the exscuting of

the operation.
6. In regards to the exscutibn of operation C, the Imp. H.Q. called for the

Southern Army view on the following 4 &tems, The Southern Army answered that it
was fully eonfidont ot :i.tu tucun. The opora.tion phn was t.ho'n n.p]:roved by the

""" R I e e

(1)s Can owr army eopo with the coming attack e:l' the natn fu-eo of the eneny from
the direction of BENGAL Bay?

(2). Can our air force keep pace with the advance attack of the land operation?
(3). Can the supply keep up with the advance attack? .

(4). Although it is planned to envelope and annihilate the enemy in the vieinities
of IMPHAL and KOHIMA, is the operation involving a 300 Km. front and 250 Kn.dopth
with the density of our forces really feasible? :

7. The issuing of the order for the propcrutclon of Operation C.

The results of the studies conducted by the Southern Army and its conclusibn
as follows:
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o Due to the insufficient enemy naval strength, particularly the air strength,
there is little probability of the enemy attacking the mainland of MAIAY and SUMATRA
from the direction of the INDIAN Ocean. It is necessary to consider the chances of
the enemy making an attack on the land front as well as the sea front (especially
BASEIN? sector or RANGOON secter).

&=

In determining the strength to be employed in the IMPHAL operation, it
imperative to have an emergency defensive force, Part of this force may be used
to reinforce any part of f.ho attacked sector.

B. The transportation of our forces and the materials for the rear will be _

finished about thé end of Osctober, Camplications on account of the intensification

of the enemy bombings, interruption of traffie, rainy season, etc., may cause the

outhern Army to hold the executién of the operation and order it with due regards
é@c state of the progress of the preparations.

C. ‘The 15th Army still adheres to the idea that they are meeting a army similar

to the one they defeated in BERMA, The 15th Army desired to make a free and bold

annihilating attack, and liaison with the rear were poorly established. The BURMA
Area Army was to give the 15th Army careful and concrete directions and make clear
the ebject of strengthening the defense. i

D. The Southern Army directs only the general principle and leaves room for the
BURMA Army to use its om discretion. The Southern Army designates the main
offensive point, taking into consideration the army strength, sea front defense,
terrains, transportation powsr, ete. : /

After negotiations with the BURMA Area Army, the Southern Army issued an
order for preparation as follows: :

The BURMA Area Army will pripun for an operation under the following principles.

l. The BURMA Area Army will assume the offensive in the INPARU area and hold in
the other fronts. This operation will hereafter be called operation "C." :

sarried out after E.mwmt!:».d ,;k‘ e e ]
nt will be in the area west of the
River. Though the starting time of the offensive ia predesignated after October,
it will be indicated in another order.

2, Operation C will be yoluntari

b i

3, _In the event that the enemy takes the offensive befere us, we will break up
the enemy in the positions where the offensive is being prepared and subsequently
advance to the important line in the INPHAL area. :

L. In case the enemy starts a counter-attack in the sea front prier to the

exscution of Operation C, we will suspend Operation C, We will concentrate the
main foree of the BURMA Area Army to the said front and will destrpy the enemy.
The issusnce of this order raised the morale of the soldiers in the BURMA Area

Army and the 15th Ammy.
No. 2. Preparation for Operatien C.

o
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1. Increase in strength, ‘

The strength was inereased for the execution of Operation C. The other farces
forees besides the BURMA Area Army's own force are as follows.

A. 31st Divisien.
‘\

3 4]
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It was composed of the 26th Infantry Group in MALAY as the mucleus. From
about April, the heavy equipment units and freights entered BURMA by railrocad
transpertation, while the main force advanced on foot on the road parallel to the
THAI-BURMA railroad, 'The division was expected to be concentrated in the sector
north of MANDAIAY. The THAT-BURMA road was Ikmee deep in mud during the rainy
season. Cholera was also razing. The march was extremely difficult but generally
proceeded satisfactorily.

B. 54th Division.

One third of this division had landed in JAVA about May but the plans
changed and they were to be used in the Southwest coast of BURMA. The
portation to BURMA proceeded favorably beyond expectation and the Div.
make preparations for action by about October. \

g2
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C. 15th Divisisn,

About May, the division was still scattered in a wide area of NANKING, SHANGHAI
and HANGCHOW. From about August, it landed at SAIGON and at first concentrated in
THAI. The reasens for first concentrating the division in THAI are as follows:

(a) . Sinee the enemy's offense was still uninown, the central authority had antiei-
pated a great possibility of an eneamy action from the sea front. It was apparant
that the BURMA Area Ammy would emply the division &f it was left to their own
discretion. It was necessary for the Southern Army to hold the division as a
reserve against a possible enemy attack from the sea,

~z:{b)s Though the division is well accustomed to combat against the CHINESE Army,
the division needed further traiming in‘tactivs against the BRITISH Army. ~ . == o

(¢). Comunication lines were disrupted by the enemy and the communication system
needed peorganization, The CHIENGMATI-TOUNGOO road was constructed by the division.

(d). It_ was more convenient to outfft the unit for jungle fighting in THAILAND.
The BURMA Area Army saw the mecessity of reinforeing the 15th Division with atleast
one division to execute operation C. Its request for reinforcements were mot acted

on by the Southern Army.

The Southern Army wished to obtain the 2nd Division, which was in the midst
of reorganization in the PHILIPPINES, to the central authorities, Getting:the
request approved, the Southern Army decided to attach the 15th Div. to the 15th
Army. The 15th Riv, started its movement about the middle of September and first
concentratted its foreces in the vicinity of SCHNEBO. The march of the division
was carried out by foot and automobile on the CHIENGMAI-KENTAIN?-SCHWEBO-MANDALAY~
road since the railway was blocked. The road was mostly paved and winded through
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unihabited high mountains and jungles. The distance was 1,200 Km. to MANDALAY,
However, the division carried out the march in high spirit in spite of supply
difficulties. The weak and the freights were transported by autemobiles. They
advanced to the vicinity of MANDAIAY in far less time than expected. It was
expected that its preparation will be completed by about the end of November. The
bulk of the war materials brought from CHINA with great effort had to be left in
THAI. These materials could have been used to a great advantage in supplementing
the fighting strength.

D. The 2nd Div,

The division was used as a' reserve for the Southern Army in MAIAY and it was
estimated that the movement will be campleted by the middle of December.

E. 24th Mindependent Mixed Brigade.

It ws to be enlarged to k battalions for the defenss of TENASERTM(?) .
F. RANGOON Defense Unit.

Reinforced.,
G, 5th Engineer H.Q. and 2nd Field Transport H.Q.

These two headquarters were organized after the Southern Army repeatedly aired
its views to the central authority. The engineers and transpert un:lt. needed unifi-
cation in preparation for the coming operation.

H. - Reinforcing of other prineiple units.

Independent rapid firing guns (changed to 4% m.m.).
Field AA guns (Some organized by reorganizing mobile units).
" Railway units (2nd Railroad Inspectorate was newly organized).
‘ _The railway regiments (2) were alloted to BURMA while the 5th Mobile
L - -~ Railwmy was assigned to the THAI-BURMA Railroad.
ST EU5th Guerrilla Unit HaQe.(Orgenized in Necember and sent to BURMA) .
. L42nd L, of C, Sector Unit (reassigned to the defense of SHAN Prav‘ince‘fmm
__guard duty of the THAT-BURMA Railroad).
Automobile Unit (part was tranfferred fram SUMATRA, JAVA and mmr).
Replenishment of Supply depot.
Organization of Field replacement Unit (organized et CHIENQ(AI mainly for
replacements in the BURMA area).

I. Air Units.

The 5th Air Div., was assigned to cooperate with the BURMA Area Army in Opera-

“ tion C., They were in combat continuously since the passing of the rainy season of
last year and made a great contribution to land operations. They helped especially'
in the AKYAB Operation. They fought hard, used tact and initiative, and were
daring. They achieved very satisfactory results, Since each unit sustained losses
the main foree of the div. devoted itself to reorganization. They also trained at
bases in Central THKI and North MAIAY in preparation far the next stage of operation.

. 33



v -

. > -
1 . j.’
’ by

A part of the div. was assigned to the aerial defense of RANCOON as well as the
protection of the shipping group navigating on the west coast of MAIAY.

At that time, the number of cambatable planes of the 5th Air Div. was about
120, It was estimated that they will have about 250 planes by the end of the year.

Since the situation of the PACIFIC Ocean area turned for the wosse in

" subsequent course of the war, parts of the div, were repeatedly diverted to that

area. The participation of the Division in Operation C was considerably decreased,
J. Naval strength.

The 13th Base Unit was so weakened that it was barely able to fulfill its
duty of guarding the rinrs near RANGOON and oseort.ing the ships between MERGUI
and RANGOON.

The increase in the defense of BASSEIN sector and the increase of the
transportation off personnel and materials between TOUGAN and AKYAB became
important to Operation C and to repel a possible enemy attack. The reinforce-
ments came as follows:

Reinfarcement of H.Q. (Special Base Unit was changed to Base Unit. Staff, etec.

inereased.)

Increase of guard units (One guard unit each at MOUIMEIN and TOUGAN).

Increase of ahipl for coastal operation.

m naval air force was assigned to the security duty of the INDIAN Ocean area
and Operation C.

2. Increasing of War Materials.

The mojor portion of the war materials is composed of ammunition and automobiles.

Sinoe the railway transportation is overloaded with treops, the major partion of the
ammnition and autamobiles must be transported by ships. Transportation by ships
became chngem because af enemy bombings and mines, Transportation must be .

v e SEEEELES B3 othe Toiny sedsam. Fov this.re mzon Ahe_air escort was reinforced by s

squadron made up from air umitd.at rest, reorganization and training.” =
Simultaneously, the lst Southern ExpeditionaryFFiset was instructed to dispateh
the escort ships to strategic poimts. The RANGOON aerial defense and minesweeping
forces were increased, Every precaution was taken for defensive measure. Troop
aransportation was strictly enforced as to allot one ton per man. The remaining
were filled to capacity with war materials.

The landings and shelters at CAOFUAGE? MERUGUI and MOUIMEIN were increased.
The Southern Army encouraged all the units concerned with transportation to carry
it on as their main operation during the rainy season. They were able to accomplish
the grester part of the transpertation with little loss. .

The enemy air foroce made it impossible to use large ships on the south coast

ol
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of MAIAY. Operations in BURMA was able to be continued even after its isolation from

the communication point of view. The Southern Army had supplies in preparation feor
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The manuever, showed that the exscution of this operation contained various
apprehensive points. Zn the course of study, there took place two arguments for
and against the execution of this operatiom. Finally, Vice-Chief of the General
Staff AYABE ackmowledged that the strategiec line connecting NAGA Hill, KOHIMA and
the heights west of IMPHAL was an absolutely important line to secure the defense
of BURMA from a strategical and tactical point of view. For this reason, itwa
necessary to carry out Operation C, although it contained some faults. The attituds,
of the Southern Army was thus settled.

No. 3. The Execution of Operatiem C.

1. Barly in February 194k, in accordance with the orders from the Imperial H.Q.
the commander in chief of the Southern Army issuved an order to the BURMA Area Army
commander to camence with Operation C anytime after Mareh with an objective of
strengthening the defense of BURMA and at the same time strengtheming the defense
of the southwest coast of BURMA.

2. The morale of the BURMA Area Army and the troops under its command rose high
when the order came, Preparation for the Operation began. The enemy in the INDIA
area did not show any activities even after the passing of the rainy nuon. Action
was first seen in the DOKO? area.

a, DOKO area,

The 56th Div. made BHAMO, TENGYUEH and RYURYO its 3 impertant key poddtions.
At dimtuhod a part of the force to KUNRON to couhter-attack the CHINESE Army
‘which frequently penetrated into our territory. On each occassion it achieved
great success. The result showed that our one battalion was generally sufficient
‘to cope with the enemy's one division. The division was coping with the eneny,
which penetrated into our area early in October, enveloping them everywhere. The
DOKO area generally wes not regarded as a menace during the execution of the
Operation C.

- bo mtl ’mo
~Since the Mﬂpﬂu&,@t October, -the -18th iy, adnnold toward the direction.

_of 'IEDO and planned.to check the enemy in the defiles but failed, Tt was again
unsuccessful in its attempt to take advantage of the enemy's crossing of the big
river north of MAINGKWAN. The division subsequently carried out in succession a
diffieult evacuation operation by rear action and was making every effort to hold

out.

¢. The area of tho\@st coast of BURMA.

The enemy was active on the BUCHIDON? - MONDO? line and fequently penetrating
into our area by bruld.ng through the front line position of the 55th Div. We
were opposing the enemy by daring infiltration tactics. The SAKURAI group (the
infantry grouf of tho 55th Div.) advanced to the rear of the enemy in the immediate
front by filtering through the gap of the enemy groups. They enveloped a powerful
enemy group at JINZEIWA? but due to insufficient strength and shortage of
mrovision they finally -toppod the seige and withdrew.
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fo’pr:"ticn C, The supplies kept the BURMA Area Army 1n- condition for a few more

3. Complstion of the comunication roads.
a. Operational roads.

WUNTHO - YEU - SHITAN? road,
WUNTHO - YEU-MEMANCHE? -roed

The 15th Ammy concentrated all of its manpower in building this road. It
traversed the almost impesszible HUPEE Mourtains, It was a great exploit of the 5th
Engineer Unit. It is expected to be campleted the first part of December,

MONYWA - KALEMYO -~ TAMYU road. 5

Expected to be completed by the end of December.

THAYETMYO - MINBUO - AKYAB road.

Expected to be canpleted by the end of December,
be The rear road.

RAMPAN? - KENTAN - TAKAO road.

Expected to be campleted by the end of December.

CHIENGMAI = TOUNGOO road.

Expected to be opened by the end of December.

RAHENG « MESODO ro.ad.-

: The THAI @errison Army placed the THAI Gwernnent :Ln chargo of 11-.: construction
e ht tli’i'%“it th‘i‘cpon:n:w nds m RS iy ety o

"¢e THAI-BURMA Railroad.

Maintenance during the reiny season and the campletion of its defemnsive
installations against the enemy bombing after the rainy season was plammdd,

d., TOUNGOO - AKYAB waterway mainmtenance.
Plan to increase shelter installations.

he The final stage ot Operation C.

The manuever as a r.tnal stage of the Operation C was conducted in accordance
'lith the operational plan of the 15th Army at MAYMYO about 10 December in the
presence of Vice=Chief of the General Staff AYAEE and Chief of Staff NAKA of the

BURMA Area Ammy.
. @O
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river erouing. The offensivo pmgrosaed famahly and generally as prearranged.
The 31st Div. captured KOHIMA on 6 April and the main force of the 15th Div. ad-
vanced to the narth of IMPHAL. A part of the 15th Div. intercepted the road
between KOHIMA and IMPHAL. The 33rd Div, enveloped part of the BRITISH-INDIAN
Army at CAICHIM? and TONZAN and succeeded in capturing 800 automobiles and a
great quantity of munitions,

6. Altering of the supreme command system of the Southern Army. B
The situation of the PACIFIC.

The defense of the FHILIPPINES needed strengthening. The Imperial H.Q. again
planned to place the 1lith Army under the command of the Southern Army. ~The Southern
Army would be in charge of the opsrations of the entire PACIFIC areas. The defense
of the PHILIPPINE area must be prepared by utilizing all the strong points such as
asrial navigation, shipping and line of commnication. Radical changes in the
supreme command system of the Southern Army came about, A majority of the staff
was transferred to the 7th Area Army, which was organized at SINGAPORE on 15 March,
Consequently, the control of the operations in the BURMA area temporarily came to
a2 halt, This move, though unavoidable, was most regretful,

7. Cooperation of the INDIAN National Army and the BURMA National Army.

The head of the Provisional Government of free INDIA and the supreme commander
of the INDIAN National Army, CHANDRA BOS, proceeded to RANGOON at the beginning of
January and confidentially cooperated with the BURMA Area Army. The INDIAN
National Army guerilla units advanced to AKYAB, HAKA and FALAM areas and rendered
distinguished services by collecting information and breakingup small enemy units.
The INDIAN National Army was supposed to capture NAGA Hill after the capture of
IMPHAL and carry on guerilla warfare, but it did not materialize, The fact, that
the INDIAN National Army fought well as an auxiliary of the JAPANESE Army amid the

ficult supply and incomplete rear organization, showed the leadership ability

Lol of B08. The BURMA National Army was used for guard duty in the rear and discharged

its duties 1n general, . _
iﬁ:@a;ﬁ FIT, - The situation in the area of the INDIAN Oeean._ /

Fais ,.';...f';-'-q‘-'.—o--«k'»»‘-'—l-w o—i-u-—. i e e i it
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The state of dafonse 1n the IHDIAN Oooan area pr.torm t.o August.
1. Defense about lh.y was all together in an open state as follm

A, ANDAMAN and NICOBAR Islands.

Defenseless, except for Naval 12th Special Base Force (about 2,000) and 1 Bn.
of 2nd Guard Div. garrisoned at PORT BIAIR. .

/ B. MAIAY.

The 18th Ind., Garrison Unit (2 battalions) at SINGAPORE. ‘l'ht 12th Ind., Gerrison
Unit (3 Bns.) was scattered around KUAIA LUMPUR and IPOH as its center.

gy
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The main force of the 2nd Guard Div. was garrisoned at North SUMATRA and two
Independent garrison units were garrisoned in Central SUMATRA and South SUMATRA.

2, With the decline of GERMANY, the diversion of the U.S., and BRITISH fleet to

the INDIAN Ocean area, became possible, At the same time, the situation in THAI
became delicate and its future was wninown. Under the dl.reuthncu, the roin-
forcement of the defense of the INDIAN Ocean area became very urgent. The s & fear
that the capturing of PAIEMEANG by the enemy and the use of it as an advance base,
may end the war in this theatre., The Southern Army, therefore, laid its views before
:ha :ont;;l authority and obtained their assistance and provided an emergency step

or itself, '

1. Measures provided by the central authority.

New fomat:lon of f4th Ind, Mixed Brig. (A Bn.) for defense of TENASSERIM area.
New formation of 29th Ind, Mixed Brig. (5 Bn.)
This brigade is to defend THAI with its main faree. VICTORIA Point and
BAUKET will Be defended with one Bn. each,
The above two brigades were expected to bring their strength into full
play about October,

2. Arrangement by the Southern Army.

Dispatched 2 Bn, of the 2nd Guard Div. to Port BLAIR.
. Dispatched 1 Bn. of 2nd Guard Div. to CARNICOBAR.
No. 2 ;
‘% Reinforcement of the defmnse of ANDAMAN and NICOBAR Island was carried out in
August, :

ANDAMAN and NICOBAR Islands are not only the relay bases between BURMA and
SUMATRA but also the advance guard bases of MALAY Peninsula. Had they fallen into
the enemy's hands, the defense of BURMA and SUMATRA would have became very difficult.
Weak defense of MALAY Peninamla would have permitted the enemy to overrun the
peninsula and furthermore PALEMBANG would have been exposed to the enemy air attack.

- The- Southern Army dacidni 1o securelpy hold the. air bases and paval huu
and naval bases at ANDAMAN and NICOBAR Islands. After construeting a recoma.isuneo""
of the actual areas it worked out a minimum plan for reinforcing the defense as
follows:

PORT BLAIR = 4 Ind. Bns, (atleast 2 Bns,)

STEWARY SOUND = 1 Inf, Bn. (ltl.ﬂt v co.)

GREAT COCO Island = 2 Inf, Bns, (atleast 1 Co.)

CAR NICOBAR - 4 Inf, Bns. (atleast 3 Co.)

TERESSA = 1 Inf, Bn. (atleast 1 Co.)

CHOURA? = 1 Inf. Company (atleast an observation bait)
CAMORTA = 3 Inf. Bn. (atleast 2 Bns.)

N

The central authority realiszing the situation of the areas, decided to establish
the 1st Southwest Garrison Unit (3 Bns) at PORT BIAIR and the 2nd Southwest Garrison
Unit (2 Bns, at CAR NICOBAR). The garrison units will be composed of detachments from
the 2nd Guard Div, as the nucleus and the deficient units of the 2nd Gunrd Div. be

replenished at onece.
L 1 3
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No. 3. The MANILA Conferance,

In August a conference was held in MANIIA to discuss the defense of the areas
north of AUSTRALIA. The Southern Army set forth the following views to the
Imml H.Q.
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PLAY FOR REINFORCING THE DEFENSE
OF THE INDIAN OCEAN AREA

General Plan \
BURMA will be the base for the right flank., Northern SUMATRA will be the
southern base while ANDAMAN and NICOBAR Islands will act as connecting
bases, These bases must be secured firmly while the defenses on the MA~
LAY Peninsula,' PALEMBANG afd BANGEALAND BLANGTAN will be strengthened,

Explanation

Taking into consideration the general situation, the enemy will probably

attack through INDIA, Judging from the disposition of the enemy troops,

her air strength and naval operations, attacks from AUSTRALIAN bases will
not be likely this year. ' ‘

The enemy naval strength in the Indian Ocean Area is as follows!

2 or 3 battleships -
2 aircraft carriers
3 converied aircraft carriers
5 cruisers
20 destroyers
15 submarines
1,000,000 tons of transport ships

The present enemy strength does not warrant an immediate attack, However,
the constant reinforcement of ships makes a counterattack on the isolated
islands probable this year, Our defenses, therefore, must be strengthened
immediately.

The enemy air strength in August is as follows:
“%000 1and base planes ¥

400 naval aircraft and ' 5
a noticeable increase of heavy bombers entering INDIA .

-It is highly necessary that we strengthen our alr defenses in the oil pro-

ducing areas, The defensee in the ANDAMAN and NICOBAR Islands, too, must
be reorganized and a definite decision as to the disposal of the 00008=
Islands should be reached,

In defending the Indian Ocean area, we must depend on air and naval units,
However, because it is impossible to reinforce the naval units, we must
rely upon the air units. The land units should secure our air bases and

* at the same time must neutralize all enemy air bases. The enemy is expected

to overlook the smaller islands and will directly attack SUMATRA and the
MALAY Peninsula, Therefore, we cannot neglect defense in these areas,

“

Disposition of troops
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ANDAMAN and NICOBAR Islands

a. ANDAMAN area (to be called "A" area)

The commander of the 12th Special Naval Base unit will be
the comand.er-‘in—chiof. The following will be under his -%om-
and} :

5 infantry battalions

2 artillery battalions

2 shipping engineer companies
1 tank battalion

10 bombers

b. NICOBAR area {to be called "B" area)

The head will be the army unit commander, The following units
will be under his commands

3 infantry battalions
2 artillery battalions
1 tank battalion

1 shipping engineer company
1 bomber regiment
¢, OCAMORTA area (to be called "C" area)

The army unit commander will be in comma.nd. He will have ‘the

following:
4 3 infantry battalions
2 artillery companies
1 shipping engineer company
suuu.m A‘rea

i A

!'ho two ga.rriaons wi.ll be reorganized into eaoh rupectiva mdepecad-
ent mixed brigade (the nucleus of which will be: 4 infantry bat-
talions, 2 artillery companies, and an engineer unit). In addition,
one division will be created and two defense units for PALEMBANG
and BANKALANG BLANGTAN will be newly organized,

Equipment for the defense units:

PALEMBANG: at least 150 anti-aircraft guns
at least 100 airplanes

BANKALANG BLANGTAN: at least 70 anti-a.irera.ﬁ guns
at least 50 airplanes

RENGAT; at least 20 anti-aircraft guns
at 1aut 10 airplanes

Y g F
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3. MALAY Peninsula

The two garrisons will be reorganized into two independent mixed brigades
and one division will be created, In aM.:ltien, there will be one reserve _
. army headquarters division,

Commanding system . 3

The NICOBAR, ANDAMAN and SABANG Islands were under the jurisdiction of the
navy and the 25th Army was only supporting the navy. In order to reinforce
the isolated islands, it is impossible for the 25th Army to carry out satise
factory supplying and training, The creation of a commanding body for the
ANDAMAN area will be convenient. In addition, it is necessary that another
army be organized for the purpose of facilitating the defense of the MALAY
Peningula, One commandirfg headquarters will therefore be created in MALAY
and all navy unite in the isolated island area will be put under its commend,
According to the agreement of the MANILA meeting, the Central Headquarters
was steadily proceeding with the execution of the plan.

The general process wae as follows:
1. September

The Fourth Division was dispatched to SUMATRA and was put under the com-
mand of the 25th Army.

2. September

The two garrisons in SUMATRA were reorganized into the 27th Independent
Mixed Brigade and 28th Independent Mixed Brigade, respectively.

3. November

The 53rd Division was put under the command of the Southern Area Army
and ad.vanced to HAI.AI

o S ,.._._.._d...‘_. e m—— T g T s o . - ap g '
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The 29th Army Héadquarters was created in MALAY and the 12th Specisl
Naval Base unit was put under the comihand of the 29th Army commander,
~only in respect to the land defenses.

5. January
The 35th Independent Mixed Brigade was created in "A" area, the 36th

Yndependent Mixed Brigade was created in "B" area and the 37th Independ-
ent Mixed Brigade was created in "C" area, ‘

6, January
The PALEMBANG and BANKALANG BLANGTAN defense headquarters were created.

7. About January
L]

The 9th Air Division advanced to SUMATRA 49 .

S
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The Defensive Situations in Bach Area

The defense in the Indian Ocean Area proceeded steadily as mentioned before,
In order to unify the general operations of each army, Southern Area Army
invited the chiefs-of-staff of each army and showed the ensive plens,
According to this plan each army hastened reinfofcement for defense. The A

rough reinforcements were completed about March,

/

L A, B, C areas

1,

1.

2.

General plan

Di.lpuition of troops P SRS

_ PORT BLAIR on CAR NICOBAR Igland will be secured to the very last.
‘lo hqa that the enew vul not use them,

P

AL olold b bl fot et/ sel T 7 P Yot

L

- /"_:)_ e g2 & SR 2 P
7 3
¥

a, The 35th Indapendﬁt Mixed Brigade (defends the ANDAMAN area)

b.

c.

4 infantry battalions occupied the PORT BLAIR area.,

- 2 infantry battalions occupied the large COCOS Island (In

March they advanced by ship).
1 infantfy battalion (1acking a company) occupied STEWART
SOUND,

1 infantry company occupied LONG Island which was a connect-
ing base,

The 36th Independent Mixed Brigade

This brigade consisted of 4 infantry battalions, most of which
were located in the eastern area,

One company occu.pied. ‘I'.B.IM

The main force of one infantry battalion occupied- msm
Island,

One company occupied CHOWRA Island.

B, MALAY Peninsula

The operation area of the 29th Army was south of the line connect-
ing Northern TAVOY Island and PRACHUABKIRIKANU whieh is north of
CHUNPON,

The duties of the 29th Army were to secure MALAY, nai.nta.in ‘peace
and to defend Southern Thailand and Southern TENASSERIM in cooper-

ation with the THAILAND Army,
MERGUI, VICTORIA POINT, and BHUKET were especially defended,

8 0

The 37th Independent Mixed Brigade
~ The main force ot the three in:fantry battalions occnpied GA-
“TUMORTA, ¢ v R R T .
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#. Disposition of troops
The army headquarters—~TAIPING

MERGUI--One Infantry battalion of the 24th Independent Mixed Brigade

VICTORIA POI!!-—-Ono infantry battalion of the 29th Ind.epondent Mixed
Brigade

BHUKET--One infantry battalion of the 29th Independent Mixed Brigade

JOHORE, SINGAPOEE--Two i.nfantry battalions of the lﬁth Independent
Garrison

MALAY, excluding the aBove mentioned area.a---throeﬁ infantry battalions
of the 12th Independent Garrison

Southern Army reserve unit--=53rd Division——conoontrated on MALACCA,
KUALA LUMPUR and IPOH,

4, As mentioned before, the defense force of MALAY Peninsula was a
combination of various units and because of the poor equipment, 1{
was necessary to reorganize the force.

The 53rd Division arrived in MALAY to make up the required strength,
but the Division was ordered into BUBMA in March and the strength
was again diminished,

Therefore in October, the Southern Area Army ordered the 7th Area
Army erdeved to organize a defense unit at SINGAPORE and also ordered
the 18th Independent Garrison to advance to the CHUNPON area. Con-
certing with General Headquarters in Toklyo, the Southern Area Army
ordered the 94th Division to go under the command of the 29th Army.
*. Thus, the rough defensive preparations were barely completed,
~ Northern SUMATEA was the strategic area for defense, PALEMBANG was the
strategic point of the air defense. The reinforcement of the defense
was intently hastened, putting an emphasie on fortification.

1. Disposition of troops =
a. The 2nd Guard Division
They were in charge of the defense in AJEH, especially the stra-
tegic points at SABANG and the northern coast, Division head-
quarters was located at MEDAN,

b. 27th Independent Mixed Brigade

The main force occupied the state of TAPANEOLI, N
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One and a half battalion occupied !m‘lalands.
Half a battalion occupied SIMEULOEE Island,
The Brigade headquarters were located at SIBOLGA,

¢. The 28th Independent Mixed Brigade

The 28th Independent Mixed Brigade was in charge of the defenses |
in the states of DALEMBANG AND BENKOELEN, The headquarters
was located in RAHATA,

One battalion occupied ENGANO Island,

d, PALEMBANG Defense Unit was in charge of the air defense of
PALENBANG,
w
e. PANGKALAN BULANGTAN Defense Unit was in charge of the air defense
« in PANGKALANBULANGTAN,

"%, The 4th Division

Ecadquarters was located at PADANG, ;

Three infantry battalions were put in charge of the defenae

of the state of WESTKUST, :
Small units were dispatched to PALAUTELO in BATU Islands, MUA~
RASIBERUT on SIBERUT Ieland, and BAGAI Island

Section IV Situation of Sector North of AUSTRALIA
Part I Outline

As for the sector north of AUSTRALIA, our plan was to secure the
strategic area from SOENDA Islandes to MIMIKA as the first defensive
line against enemy attacks on JAVA, CELEBES and the PHILIPPINES from
- AUSTRALIA, but bécause the Southern Area Army had adopted the.plans
oo o0 tevreinforce. the BURMA defenses, the strength of thie area wae weal-.”
ened, In May, only 2 divisione, two -independent garrisons, and one
independent garrison battalion were found in areas 4,000 kilometers
south of JAVA, ‘However, the main enemy force was in the SOLOMON area
and only four or five divisions and about five hundred airplanes were
found in Northern Australia and Western NEW GUINEA, The enemy force,
therefore, did not appear strong enough to carry out an Ammediate
attack on the BANDA sea area, As for our air force, the 7th Air
Division (headquarters situated in MALANG) and the 23rd Naval Air
Division (headquarters located in SOERABAJA), timely attacked the
PORT DARWIN area and checked the enemy from gaining air superiority.

) Though the 8th Area Army was forced to retreat gradually, it was '
calculated that the enemy-attacks would be a year later. Therefore,
the main force of our troopes would devote their time to strengthening
the air defense of the SUMATRA oil producing areas, and the defense
of BURMA,
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However, the enemy's unexpected speed of attack of the SOLOMON area
and our defeat in the MARSHALLS darkened our future prospects. The
Imperial Headquarters also acknowledged this, and in September ordered
the Southern area army to construct bases for counter-attacks in the
sector ngrth of AUSTRALIA and to dispatch one or two divisions,

Therefore, the following plan was prepared for defending this uctor.\

"GEELVINK Bay area will be the center of the left flank while
TIMOR Island, the center of the front line, The AROE, EAI, and
TANIMBAR Islands will Bh the first line of defense, OERAM Igland
will be the second line of defense. In case of failure, rear
key gocitions will be constructed in JAVA, CELERES and HALMA-

A

In October, the Second Area Army was organized, and the area east
of LOMBCK put under its control,

Part II East of TIMOR Island

1, Having completed its organization, the 19th Army advanced to AMBON
in January and hastened the strengthening of the defenses in the
east and south areas of BANDA Igland, Though the troops dispatched

were constantly attacked by enemy planes, our transports cooperated
closely and harbor shelters were constructed, Convoy escorte and
protecting air force were increased, :

In August the following disposition was completed:

A, CERAM Igland, AMBON-—army headquarters : =

B. NEVW GUINEA, BABO—Division headquarters and a half infantry
battalion of the 5th Division

| | MIMIKA--One and a half infantry battalion of the 5th Divieion
C. Isoiaud Island area !
ARQE--Two infantry battalions of the 5th Division

TANIMBAR--Two infantry battalione of the 5th Division and one
infantry battalion of the 18th Division,

EAI--One and a half infantry battalion of the 5th Divieion
D, TIMOR ° . .

48th Division headquarters, six infantry battalions and one
tank regiment of the 48th®ivision.

-
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-!ho ilminonce of the si.tuati:on in tha uouth—east area forcad tho smthern

* .

One infantry battalion of the 48th Division
¥, TFLORES Island

One infantry company of the 48th Divio!.bn ' .
G, SOEMBAWA Ieland —

-

Half infentry battalion of the 48th Division
E. LOMBOK Island

One infantry company of the 48th Division
Change of Defensive Plans

In defending the BANDA gea area, we intended to defend the whole area
at first, but intense attacks by enemy planes and increased submarine
attacke, and a decrease of our transportation facilities made it im~

possible to carry out ofir intentions, We were thus forced to change our

plans, that is, to secure only strategic pointe.

The orders and plans of the Imperial Headquarters reflected the fact
that our airplane production was greatly increased at that time, It
was the hope that the increased production would make it possible to
counter-attack, so the army and navy closely cooperated in comstructing
alr bases and strengthening their forces, Naturally, the land forces
put emphasis on the occupation of the strategic bases before the occu~
pation of bases for counter-attacks, Securing of these areas which were
feared would be used as naval and air bases by the enemy in areas such
as MIMIKA and !IKOR Iglande.

= : -

Preparati.ons :for countemttacks .
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area Army which had been thinking only of the defense in the southern
area, to rearrange its disposition in the eastern area immediately.
Therefore, the following was decided,

(1) Southern area
a, Isolated islands area (including MIMIEA)
Almost all of the strength of the 5th Division .will be deployed.
in this area, Division headquarters will be at TUAL, 3 infantry

battalions on ARCE Island, 3 infantry battalions on TANIMBAR
Island, and 2 infantry battalions will be on KAl Island,

£
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(2)

(3)

b. Timor Island

The main force of the 48th Division (coneisting of 8 infantry
battalions, 1 tank regiment, and light mortar battalion) will
strengthen the defense of this island. Units now situated on
SOENDA Island under the command of the 48th Division will be
moved to this island.

c. Small SOENDA Island (under the control of the 16th Army)

The newly dispatched 46th Division (a part of which was sunk

at sea). Itm present strength being less than six infantry

infantry battalions, It will take over the defense duties

from the 48th Division, SOEMBA Island will be the main point

of dbfense, .

SOEMBA Island--three and a half infantry battalions chiefly
in WAINGAPOR

FTLORES Island——a half infantry battalion

SOEMBAWA Islahd--Division headquarters and one and a half in-
fantry battalion

LOMBOK Island-—half infantry battalien
Bastern &rea

Simultaneously, Army General Headquarters ordered all the gradually
increasing groups to reinforce the defense of NEW GUINEA,

HOLLANDIA was decided to be the base for the advance, Basee for-
counter-attacks were to be constructed in the GEELVINK Bay Area,
The rear bases for these bases were to be constructed in the SORONG
and HALMAEERA area., . ’ : -

At first we had no defenses on HAIMAHERA Island, but taking’
congideration of the probable future change of situation, the
Southern Area Army felt the necessity for immediate fortification
of this island as an intermediate base for the NEW GUINEA operation.
In August, it dispatched a party from the 3rd Ship Transportation
Unit and completed the preparation.

Shift of Command

In order to proceed with the preparations for the counter-attack
in the NEW GUINEA area, and also to secure the strategic area

the sector north of AUSTRALIA, the Imperial General Headquarters
newly organized the 2nd "Area Army in October. The Second Army and
the 19th Army were put under the control of the 2nd Area Army,

e
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The 2nd Area Army not only performed ite original duties but
also toock over the defense of SOENDA Islands east of LOMBCK
Strait from the 16th Army. The 2nd Area Army was put under the
direct control of the Imperial General Headquarters, therefore,
the area under the control of the 2nd Area Army was excluded
from the command of the ﬂonthorn Area Army.

(4) Co-operation with the Navy

; At that time the Area east of BALI Island (including BALI) was
" under the command of the navy. The fact that the navy was in
command, created many obstacles in strengthening the defense
of this area. In order to remove the obstacles, it was
decided that the land defense would be put under the control of
the highest army commander of each respective area.

Part II1I JAVA Sector

JAVA, the base of line communication in the south, supplied the Southern
Area Army and also helped to supply the 2nd and 8th Area Armies. The
defense of JAVA was coneidered very important because of its great
contribution. Reinforcements, however, were not sent to JAVA because
of the serious situations in other areas. Though the Imperial General
Headquarters sent the 54th Division to reinforce JAVA, the Southern Area
Army sent this division to BURMA, ;

The gist of defemse for JAVA in August.
1. General Plan

¢

Working in close cooperation with the naval and alr forces, we
shall annihilate the enemy on the beach, The Main raoint ef
defense wlll te ir Eastern JAVA,

T L MJ. annihilate the.enemy en the ocean... Theeenemy will. noj'. ORERER
be allewed te advance inte the JAVA Sea. : Sy

b. Streng pesitiens fer ceunter-attacks will be censtructed en
strategic peints en the seuthern ceast of JAVA, Mehile ferces
will be cencentrated te repel the enemy.

¢. Even in werst cases SQERL‘BAJA MALANG, BATAVIA, JAKARTA and
BANDOENG will be uocurod

3. Dispesitien of Treeps
Bastern JAVA (east of SOERABAJA and MALANG Area) One Independent
Garrisén, One unit, the nucleus ef which will be ene regiment of
the 54th Bivision (Reserve fer the mebile operation)

Central JAVA (SEMARANG JOKJAKALTA Area) Elemente of an.Independent
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- Garrisen (lacking seme elements)

4, Alir Defense

We will chiefly defend SOERABAJA, CHEPUI eil fields, BANDOENG an
JOKJAKALTA, :

‘ .
Accerding te the abeve mentiened plan, the 16th Army preceeded te
strengthen the defenses until March.

One unit ef the 54th Divisien teek ever the Ichikarl Eegiment ef the
2nd Divisien and the 3rd Battalien ef the Ichikari Regiment was sent
te BALI Igland. -

The CHRISTMAS Ieland was still under the cemmand ef the navy. One
naval cempany guarded the island.

Part IV Nerthern BORNEO Secter

The Nerthern BORNEO

Part V

Garrisen censisted ef twe battaliens, ene ef which was sent te
THAILAND, The ene remaining battalien had te defend the vast area
of nerthern BORNEO,

In August, the greater part ef Nerthern BORNEO was quiet but area
adjacent te PALAWANG and SULU Islands were disturbed by substantial
entries of spies and subversive parties. Enemy raids were anticipated
and with the change ef the general situatien. The maintenance of
peace became very #ifficult. Our strength in BOENEO was net sufficient
for defense se one battalien that had been previeusly sent te THAILAND
was recalled te BORNEO,

1
-

Disturbances in Nertheastern BORNEO increased, Seurces 'wre-in :
TAWITAWI Igland and PALAWAN Igland but the 1l4th Army ceuld net check

= these-disturbances,-. The Bernee Garrigen wanted te send expeditienary

forces teo these islands and alse retguested Imperial Headquarters '
threugh the Seuthern Area Army Headquarters. Hewever, this request was
net realized until March.

In erder te meet the situatien, headquarters censidered meving te OBI,
In May the 7th, the army carried eut the plan.

CELEBES and Seuthern BEENEO Secter.

In August the navy teek charge ef the defense of the CELEBES and Seuthern
BORNEO but made ne preparatien fer defense except in BALIKPAPAN.

The 22nd Naval Base Unit at MAKASSAR toek charge of the defense of CELEBES.
The defense ferce of Seuthern BOENEO was as fellews:

BALIKPAPAN --- the 23rd Naval Base Unit

Abeut 2,000 men -

Abeut 30 planes

L
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Etlliﬁl—-one infantry cempany

BANJERMASIN-—one infantry cempany
PANGKALANGBUN--one infantry plateen
PONTIANAK-—one infantry cempany

- There were ne great changes until March

Section V Situatien ef THAILAND and mﬁ INDO-CHINA
» Part I THAILAND .

1'.

S

.with the THAILAND Army and in general, the result was good.

A

Situatien in August

In spite of the situatien in the south-eastern area, the success-
ful eccupatien of BURMA secured the cenfidence ef the peeple of
THAILAND and made the maintenance of peace easy. The THAILAND
Army erganized an expeditionary force ef 35,000 which eccupied
the area nerth ef LAMPANG, The main ferce was situated in the
stete of KIANTUNG, They suffered frem malaria and alse during
the rainy seasen, from feed shertage. The main ferce, therefere,
retreated.te LAMPANG and CHIENGMAI areas fer rest, In additien
te them a ferce of abeut 40,000 was in the central area and of
about 10,000 was in the central area. The tetal strength ef the
THAILAND Army was estimated at abeut 100,000, including the po-

‘lice ferce.

On the ether hand, our strength was enly ene battalien ef the 2lst
Divisien in the city ef BANGKOK and ene battalien (under the com~
mand of the BORNEO garrisen) aleng the BURMA~THAILAND railread.
The army headquarters carried eut the eccupatien in ceoperation

-~

The entrance of the 15th Divisien o

Since the end of August the 15th Divisien gradually arrived in
THAILAND frem SHANGHAI, The divisien centributed in festering
the fighting pewer, serving as the general reserve for the Seuth-
ern Area Army, Meanvhile, they censtructed the CHIENGMAI--TOUN-
GO0 Read. In September the divisien advanced te BURMA threugh
KIANTUNG,

Establishment of the 29th Independent Mixed Brigade
In July the vice chief of the army general staff went te Tekye
te request reinfercements for the THAILAND Occupatien. The re-

quest was granted and erganization of the brigade began in Sept-
ember, It was cempleted in early October,
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The Brigade was saituated as fellews:

2 infantry battalions defended the southern area in THAI-
LAND and BHUKET--VICTORIA POINT area.

1 infantry battalion guarded the area aleng the BUEMA-THAI-
LAND railread and the boundary between BURMA and THAILAND,

2 infantry battaliens with the main ferce guarding the BANG-
KQK area.

4, The Advance of the 7th Field Replacement Unit

In November, the 7th Field Replacement Unit for Burma arrived in
THATLAXD and was tu:por&rj'.ly situated in CHIENGMAI, They helped

te strengthen the defense of NORTHERN THAILAND and it alse served
as a base for the advance te BURMA,

5. Censtruction ef the BUBMA~THAILAND Railread.

In spite of Majer-General TAKASAKI's determinatien (he later diad

of illness), the censtructien of the BURMA~THAILAND Railread was
delayed because of the rainy seasen and because of the vielent spread
of infectious diseases. It was feared that this delay would be a
serious facter in the BURMA Operatien. Hewever, because of the
newly appeinted Major-General ISHIDA's persistent werk, with the
cooperation of the THAILAND Occupatien ferce, the censtructien

JWwas completed in spite ef unspeakable difficulties,

6. Perfermance of Duties for Line Communicatiens

The THAILAND Occupatien force which had been ordered te supply
the BURMA area set up the base for line cemmunicatiens, They
_endeavered te ebtain and manufacture light weapene, clethes,
- and feed from lecal resources and centributed immensely,
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Part II FRENCH INDO-CHINA Secter .

1. In August, the‘ FRENCH INDO-CHINA Occupatien Ferce was situated
as follews: , !

Headquarters at SAIGON
Liason effice at HANOI
branch effice at SHUHUA
The 2lst Divisien (lacking a battalien)
The main ferce was situated in the HAIRONG area, especially
guarding HAI-PONG, LAOKAI, HA-ZHIANY, KAO BANG, DONGDANG,
MONGCAY, and SHUEUA, '
Elements were situated in Southern FRENCH INDO-CHINA--ene

battalien at SAIGON, and ene battalien at PNON-PENN,
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Duties of the FRENCH INDO-CHINA Occupatien Ferce--the Request fer
Reinfercements

The eccupatien ferce was erdered te defend FRENCH INDO-CHINA in
cooperation with the FRENCE INDOCHINA Gevernment, They were alse
ordered te harass CHUNGKING, The existing strength, hewever) weas
net sufficient te carry out these duties, se they requested per-
missien to erganize a brigade in Seuthern FRENCH INDO-China in
erder te concentrate the entire strength ef the 2lst Divisien in
nerthern FRENCH INDO-CHINA, The situatiens in other areas caused
much delay in the relaying ef the request, ' :

The eccupatien ferce newly erganized the Seuth FRENCH INDO-CHINA
Defense Unit, BSurplus persennel of the 2lst Divisioen formed the
nucleus, Later in January ef 1946, this defemse unit was reergan-
ized inte the 70th Independent Mixed Brigade. In January, the treeps
were situated as follews:

a. The 2let Divisien in Nerthern FRENCH INDO-CHINA

1 regiment——the main force at TONG, and elements at
: MONGCAY, DONGDANG, and KAO BANG

1 regiment-—the main ferce at FIJIEN, elements at HAZS
HIANY, LAOKAI and FUOL,

1 regiment--the main ferce at HAI-PHON and elements in the
areas wast and seuth eof HAI-PHOII’.

b. The 34th Indopendent Mixed Brigade Headquarters was lecated
in FURAN, :

This brigade took charge of the defense ef FRENCH INDO-CHINA,

. The Defense Unit :
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Hea.dqua.rte:‘s and main ferce at SAIGON
Elements at PNON-PENN,
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Chapter V Decisive Battle Operatiens frem April 1944 te
December 1944

Section I New cemmand eof the Southern Area Army.

I Accerding te the fellewing Imperial General Headquarters erder received )
en 27 March 194.* the Seouthern Area Army teek ever the cemmand ef the en-~
tire Southern area,

i
% Gist of thg Order.

a. The commander of the Southern Area Army will, in coeperation with
the navy, rapidly preceed with preparations fer battle. He will
be in charge of securing and maintaining the peace in strategic
areas in the south,

1., The army will secure ANDAMAN, NICOBAR Islands, MALAY, SUMA-
TRA; JAVA, BORNEO, and the secter nerth ef AUSTRALIA, and
- if necessary, repulse all enemy attacks. They will alse
maintain peace in BURMA, THAILAND, FRENCH INDO-CHINA.and the
PHILIPPINES and will werk in cenjuctien with their respective
governments, ;

2. Alr operatiens will be timely carried out againet INDIA, CHINA,
AUSTRALIA, and NEW GUINEA., Land eperations against the enemy
hinter land will be carried out accerding te another eorder.

3. To meet any change in the situatien, materials will have te
be ebtained frem lecal resources.

4, The defense of impertant reseurce areas will be strengthened,
5. Hi.litary administratien will be rapidly improved,

'8, The A¥my will 1“perate with the nayy te protect sea. Jranee. . =
p.rtationo .
b. The beundary fer the secter eperatien for the Southern Area Army
- and the 8th Area Army will be Leng. 100 degrees 40 sec. E (The
ADMIRALTY Islands will be included in the 8th Area Army Secter).

The beundary eperatiens for the Seuthern Area Army and the FORMOSA
Army will be Latitude 20 degrees 10 sec, N,

_The PALAU Iglands will be included in the 3lst Army secter, while
the ST, ANDREWS Islands will be included in the Seuthern Lrea Army
secter,

» 1I, The Southern Area Army put the abeve mentiened erders in actien on the
15th ef April.
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Sectien II General situation ef the South en April and May 194#

1.

2,

- from- SARMMI, -

Western front

The BURMA Area Army secured the fronts ef NU-KIANG and CHITTAGONOT while
it centinued the IMPHAL Operatiens with the 15th Army. Our Army gradu-
ally advanced to the IMPHAL Area but was brought te a stand still be-
cause of the difficulties of supplies. KOHIMA was temperarily eccupied
by eur army but was seen recaptured by the enemy, Our attack en nerth-
ern BURMA (carriéd eut chiefly by the 18th Divigien) met a superier
enemy and was gradually repelled te the KAMAING area. The main ferce
of the 3rd Air Army werked in ceeperatien with the BURMA Area Army but
their strength gradually waned., ;

In erder te meet the situatﬁn. the Southern Area Army hastily dispatched
the 33rd Army, a ndwly arrived difisien, and seme air units there,
Militaery materials, empecially transpertation materials were alse sent,
Hewever, because of the weak reserve and because of the peer railread
transpertatien, the plans were net satisfacterily cempleted.

Eastern frent

In early April the 2nd Area Army could de ne mére than te send the 2nd
Arny (consisting ef ene divisien as its nucleus) te OTEELVINK Bay Area
(the main force of the 36th Divisien te SARMI and ene regiment te BIAK
Island) because of the delay of sea transpertatien in the western NEW
GUINEA area. In the latter part ef April, the enemy surprised HOLLANDIA,
where none of our troeps except air units and rear echelens were situated,
HOLLANDIA was put under the cemmand ef the Southern Area Army enly se~
veral days befere (in cempléance with the erder for the change ef the
beundary fer secter eperatiens), but because they were unfamiliar with
the area, they ceuld take ne direct defensive measures. In erder te

save HOLLANDIA, the 2nd Area Army commander angrily dispatched ene de-
tachment censisting of 1 infantry regiment and 1 peuntain gun battalien.

R e e o T TR b
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In erder te meet the pressing situation, the Southern Area Army acce-
‘lerated the delivery eof troops and war materials fer the 2nd Army,
Meanwhile it advanced its commanding pest te MANILA in the middle ef
May for the purpese of cempleting preparatiens fer the battle ef the
Pacific Frent., On the 2nd ef May, the Seuthern Area Army -was erdered
teo send the 18th Army te Western NEW GUINEA,

On May 17th, the enemy commenced landings in the SARMI area, The 2nd
Area Army called back the HOLLANDIA reinfercement until at that time,
Though the  36th Dividien defeated the enemy, the increase of enemy
strength in June became se great that it was disadvantageeus for us,

On the 27th of May, the enemy commenced landing en BIAK Island, The
detachment en the island fought well and defeated the enemy at a cest.
The difference of reinforcements between our foerce and the enemy force

was so great that the enemy seon gained superierity and at the end of
June the eperatien became a standstill. Previously, the Southern Area

(a3 5
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Army had decided te send the 2nd Sea Meobile Brigade, which was waiting

at ZAMBOANGA, te BIAK Island by using navy ships but this plan was net
carried eut until June., Though we advanced te the vicinity ef our dés-
tinatien in June, we returned te SORONOT because we came in centact with
enemy planes, We should have taken adventage ef the time when the enemy
strength oen BIAK Island was quite small, :

The main peinte of defense in this area hitherte had been SARMI and BIAK,
but in the shert peried of time from the end of April te early May, the
Imperial General Headquarters changed the first line of defense three
times-~first te BIAK, then to MANOKWARI and at last te SORONG, In the ,
meantime, the transpertation eof the 35th and 32nd Divisiens was completed
but there was seme dispute as te the distributien of these divisiens,

It was finally ddee decided te put them on SORONG and EALMAHERA in compl i~
ance with headquarters withdrawal plan,

It was impessible to change the dispesition of treeps and accumulated
materials even if they wanted te because of the difficulties in navi-
gation and especially because of the shertage of ships. Moreover, the
arrival of new units was not expected in the near fubure. Imperial
General Headquarters adhered te its plan and would net allow the change
of the fixed destinatien. Therefore we ceuld do ne more then make fu-
ture eperation plans in strict accerdance with the fixed plans,

-

Section III Outline of the Operatien Plans

-

1.

As geen as the Imperial General Headquarters' erder was received,
the Southern Area Army began te make eperatien plans and coempleted
it at the end of April, A meeiing of the army commanders was held
on May 5 in SINGAPORE te give them a therough knewledge of the plans
and te instruct them,

%ﬂ};;s of .t_,he Southern Lroa. Am O?Ie:at_‘il.on‘.?lan
The line connecting BURMA, ANDAMAN-NICOBAR, SUMATRA, JAVA, SOENDA Is-
lande, the Northern ceast of NEW GUINEA west of SARMI HALMAHERA and

_ the PHILIPPINES will be the main line of defense. The Seuthern Area

Army, in ceeperation with the navy, will fight the enemy in this line,
The main decisive battle area will be the Pacific front and the BURMA
front, while the PHILIPPINES will be the final_ decisive battle area.

The main line of defense will be arranged in such a manner as to faci-
litate the cencentratien and eperatien ef the air ferce, and te facili-
tate mebile eperations for land units, o !

Werking in ceeperatien with the ravy and air forces, the BURMA Area
Army, the 7th Area Army (ANDAMAN--NICOBAR, MALAY, SUMATRA, end JAVA),
the 2nd Area Army (SOENDA Island, Western NEW GNINEA, HALMAHERA, and
CELEBES) end the l4th Army (PHILIPPINES) will make preparations for
operations, secure strategic areas in the main line of defense and de-
feat the enemy, :
03 ‘
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BURMA-PALEMBANG area and the "Square Fertress" (GEELVINK Bay, PALAU,
HALMAHERA and MAINDANAO) will be especially secured. Mebile eperatiens
will be taken finte special censideration in preparing for the defense

in BURMA, and censideration for the final decisi’e battle will be given

in preparing the defense for the PHILIPPINES, 'The BURMA Area Army will .t |
be respensible for cutting off enemy cemmunication reutes from INDIA te
CHINA, :

3. As for the Air forces, the eperation area will be divided inte twe sec—
— ters, The 3rd Air Army will be in charge of the secter west of BORNEO
(including BORNEO), while the 4th Air Army will be in charge of the
sector east of BORNEO, The former will concentrate its entire strength
in the Pacific Area while the latter will cencentrate en the BURMA-
PALEMBANG area, By timely meoving their strength and by werking in clese
cooperation with the navy and land force, they will defeat the enemy.

4, The THAILAND and FRENCH INDO-CHINA Occupation ferces will take charge
of maintaining peace in their respective areas. The 7th Ares Army will
be in charge of line communications for the entire Southern area,

' All armies will endeaver te obtain necessary materials frem local re-
sources,

S. The present strategic dispesition of the treeps will net be changed,

- the BUBMA Area Army, the 2nd Area Army, and the l4th, Army will be
reinforced in the near ruture with one division each., All armies will
be reerganized (e. g, the 14th army will erganize 4 mixed brigadés).
The air ferce will be gradually reinferced with new strength, Mean~
while the 4th Air Army will withdraw to the PHILIPPINES fer recupera~
tien,

— . ‘e
6. Materials will be distributed according te its .necessity.  The Pacific
and BUBMA fronts being in urgent need will be supplied first, Prierity
will be given ferwsupplies te the air ferce. -

G g : : - 1

7. Generally speaking, the preparation for eperatien is insufficient in
the Pacific frent, especially in the PHILIPPINES area, In erder te reine
force the strength, to increase the materials, and te strengthen the

_ installatiens, the Seuthern Area Army will meve te this area.

Sectien IV The Decisive Battle of the*PHILIPPINES Area
Part I Gist

Originally, the PHILIPPINES was the center of the Great Bastern
Co-presperity ef-4ke Sphere., It was especially an impertant key
pesition for the maintenance of transpertation between Japan pre-
per and the South, The final consequences of the Imperial warfare,
therefore, depended en the decisive battle for the PHILIFPINES,
Hitherte the PHILIPPINES had been utilized only as a base fer line
communicatiens and was net_considered a strategic area, Defensive
preparatiens commenced on.‘l.g recently,

b .
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The Imperial Headquarters laid dewn ite plans for the strengthening
of the defense of the PHILIPPINES last autumn, but the plan was

not carried eut satisfacterily. Though the cencrete plans for the
fortification were finally cempleted this spring, it toek an un-
expectedly leng time fer it te reach the smaller units in remete
areas, se actually there were no preparations, It was difficult R
%o make these small units realize that they were ne lenger an ec-
cupatien ferce but a fighting ferce. ;

In the méantime the apeed of the enemy's counter-attacks were so
rapid that our defense could net keep pace, In September, air
attacks became especially fierce and in October, it net enly wiped
out our alr force but also destroyed our transpertation facilities,

In late Octeber the enemy landed in the LEYTE area and we endeavered
te defeat the enemy by sending as much strength as pessible, but
because of our inferier materials, equipment and strength, we were
forced te give up the LEYTE Operation after twe monthe.

Part II Preparation for the Decisive Battle

1. As the enemy's intention of attacking the PHILIPPINES became ap-
parant, 2 headquarters recennaisance regimente were put under the
command of the Southern Area Army in the middle of May. The 2nd
Air Divielen (7 fighter regimente, 3 assault regiments, and 5 heavy
bember regiments) and the 4th Air Divisien (censisting of the land

* service units of the air force) were put under the cemmand of the
Southern Area Army. In addition, the 25th Air Brigade (1 fighter
regiment, 1 light bomber regiment, and ene assault regiment) wase
placed under the command of the Southern Area Army in mid-June,

The reorganization of the four mixed brigades in the PHILIPPINES

»

was completed in the middle of June. _ :

All units gradually arrived-in the PHILIPPTNES in late May and
‘devoted their time in training, All land and air units hurried the
construction and fertification of air bases.

The enemy's capture of MOROTAI and PALAU in July 1944 fereteld
attaciks on the PHILIFPINES, The time of attack was expected te be
in early autumn, From early September to the middle ef that menth,

carrier-based planes carried out the first attacks on the PHILIP~
PINES,

The enemy apparantly intended to wipe out our air ferce and simul-
taneously reconnoiter our area, i

2. In July, the Imperial General Headquarters issued the order to prepare

for the decisive battle in the PHILIPPINES., The Southern Area
Army toek immediate measures to speed up the defenses.

Ld L2
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The Southern Area Army in early August issued the erder te
prepare for the "She ne. 1 operation". The purpese was to
unify the eperations by the navy, 1l4th Area Army and the
4th Air Army,

On July 7, the 14th Army, which had hitherte eccupied the
PHILIFPINES, was reorganized inte the 14th Area Army. At

the same time, the 35th Army was erganized te centrel units
in central and southern PHILIPPINES, The 35th Area Army werk-
ed under the l4th Area Army, The 14th Area-Army, in late
August, erdered the prepapatien for the "Sho no, 1 oporati.on"
and held a meeting of its cemmanders.

In July and in Anguat. the Southern Area Army sent the chief
of general staff and. his party te speed up the eperation,

The Southern Lroa Army general headquarters moved to the PHI-

~ LIFPINES to promote the preparatien for the "She ne. 1 epera~

tion", Because of the complicated relatienship with the l4th
Area Army, the 4th Air Army, the Combined Fleet, and the 3rd
Southern Expeditienary Fleet, it became disadvantageous for
headquarters to stay there, The Southern Area Army thought

it better to leave the eperatien in the hands ef the 14th
Area Army (putting the 4th Air Army under ite centrel if nece-
ssary) and the 3rd Expeditionary Fleet. The Southern Area
Army asked Imperial General Headquarters for its sanctien in
early August te meve its headquarters to SINGAPORE or SAIGON
sometime in early September, btut was denied the request.

The Southern Area Army Headquarters advised Imperial General
Headquarters te change the commander and staff efficers of
the 1l4th Area Army,

(Note)—.&ccerq.ing to the Imperial General Headquarters' erder, .
the rough preparation feor the “She no. 1 eperatien
"was to be completed in late August but ne unit arrived.
before the specified time, The cempletion of the
preparations was not expected until the end of Oct,

In other words, unite on iselated iglands would. net

get a thereugh knovledge of the erder for abeut three
menths.

The 1l4th Area Army had been assigned as an occupational
force and it was difficult te convert it inte a cembat
| force.

Because the Southern Area Army expected enemy attacks in the near
future, they sent Colonel MIYAMA, chief of the planning sectien,
to TOKYO te report on the first ememy air raid and to repert on
the progress of defenses for the PHILIPPINES, He also went there
te talk over impertant eoperation plans,
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The follewing impertant matters were presented to Imperiél General
Headquarters at that time,

a, "It is neceessary te put the 'She ne. 1 eperatioh' in actien
at once and meve the necessary troeps. Since pesitive enemy
attacks are expected in the very near future, the success of
'She no, 1 eperation' relies on its timely commencement.

Because of the poor communication system, a quick decision
is highly desirable, -

As soon as the order is issued, the necessary strength for
this operation, especially the air ferce, will be moved frem
the ocutside areas to the Southern area,

<
Much delay is expected because of difficult tramsportatien,
and it may be necessary for them to fight before they are
thoroughly oriented with the situation., As a consequence,
they may not be able to utilize their full power,

b. "The attack against the enemy task force by the air force nm.at
‘be appreved. '

Imperial General Headquarters wants te with-hold the air ferce
in spite #8 the advance of the enemy task force until such
time of the landing, This is disadvantageous for the 'She

no. 1 Operatien'.

If the enemy task ferce operation is checked in its early
stage, we can freely carry out eur future plans, at the same
time, we would be disrupting the enemy's plangs,

These facte were keenly realized after the first enemy air
. attack, If the preparation.for the air operatien is completed,
w4 the alr strength could be retained, and if it would be pos-
» 777 7 wible te Timely couniter-attack ehemy landings, Imperial Gé= - °
» neral Headquarters plans would be generally approved. How-
ever it is impessible te carry the plan out successfully
under the present conditions of the preparatien',

-

The Imperial General Headquarteré replied as follows:

a. "As for the commencement of the 'Sho no, 1 Operatien!, we
are doing our best to complete the preparations in the near
future.

b. "The attacke against the enemy task force are not sure to
succeed, Moreover, it may decrease our strength and nay
interfere with the cembined eperation at the time of enemy
landings,

The attack against the enemy task ferce, therefore, cannot
be approved. However, we have ne ebjections if elements of

the air force take opportune mements in carrying out attacks”,

' & . LS
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4., The Southern Area Army concluded the enemy's attack against the
PHILIFPINES as follows:

Soon after the completien of the air bases in MOROTAI and PALAU,
the enemy will attack the PHILIPPINES, The enemy will undoubtedly
attack LUZON because of its pelitical and strategic signiﬁoanco‘
It is expected that the enemy will attack central and southern
PHILIFPINES first for the purpese eof constructing air bases, and
then .gttack LUZON,
o V
It is also expected that the enemy will pass through SULU Sea :
(vetween PHILIPPINES AND BORNEO), the weakest point in our defense,
Using -southern MINDANAO, northern BORNEO and the islands in SULU
as bases they will attack the CHINA Sea, coast of LUZON,
; ;

MOROTAI and PALAU are too far from LUZON to be used as air bases
and an immediate attack is net imminent, Attacks against LUZON
probably will net be carried out until advanced air bases have
been secured. In erder teo guard against such pessibilities, we
placed the 37th Army (which had been under the command of the 7th
Area Army) under the direct centrol of the Southern Area Army,
They were placed there te strengthen the SULU Sea defense.

5. Imperial General Headquarters and the Southern Area Army discussed
the battle for the FHILIPPINES several times, Imperial General
Headquarters held the opinien thatt :

The decisive battle should be carried out in LUZON, while in
other strategic areas only holding actiens should be carried
out, ik .'-",;.-‘ 2P Labe 4 .

On the other hand, the Seuthern Area Army held that:

The success of the battle for LUZON can never be attained

s idother-atrateglt areas, especially BISAYA, are left in tHe

_hands of the enemy, Théy May Use- thesd areas Lfor sir-basss:—— -
Decisive battles should be carried whenever ‘and wherever the ‘
enemy attacks,

It was agreed that the terrain in the PHILIPPINES made decisive
battles in other areas disadvantageous because it created an obstacle
in the rapid movement of the required strength. However, because
of the fact that the PHILIPPINES Operation was to be carried out
chiefly by the air force, the possibility ef success in other areas
was also great, Insufficient time for preparation caused the South-
ern Area Army to doubt the successes in these other areas.

6. The 1l4th Area Army commander was relieved of his past in early
- October and was replaced by General HOBUN YAMASHITA, The morale
of the officers and men in the PHILIPPINES was greatly increafed,

but it was deeply regretted that his appeintment was too late.
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7. In summary, the "Sho no., 1 Operatien" had te be cemmenced immediately,
even though rough preparatiens had not been completed. :

Part II1 The Battle of LEYTE

The Outline of ites Progress

1. On September 22, Imperial General Baud.quax;teru decided te comc—e\

the preparation for the "She ne. 1 Operation" and simultaneously
sent the lst Division, the 30th Bember Air Group and ether units
te the PHILIPPINES, _

On Octeber 18, the Southern Area Army cemmander advisel Imperial
General Headquarters te put the "Sho ne. 1 Operatien® in actien
when it saw signs of enemy landings, The Imperial General Head-
warters ordered the execution of the "Sho ne., 1 Operatien" that

very day. -
Hereupon, the Southern Area Army commenced the Battle for LEYTH,
2. Outline of the Progress of the Battle for LEYTE

a. Ever since early Octeber, enemy planes fiercely attacked -ené-
.annihilated our air forces in the PHILIPPINES, Approximately

500 teo 1,000 planes attacked daily. v
»
:;--—m-'---_v;:_ e L ;ﬁ.-..,-;-'m.‘s — —— i E T &
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Details of the o;wré.tion in the decisive battle for LEYTE,

At that time, the 14th Area Army did not have the same ideas concerning the
the execution of the decisive battle for LEYTE, Namely in view of the then
situation on LUZON, a certain victery on LEYTE could not be expected by "
throwing in men and materials; and this was net adviseable becamse it would
reduce the strength on LUZON,

On the other hand, the plan of the Grand Imperial Headquarters cencerning
the execution efthe LEYTE Battle was made estremely strong. The Southern
Army held the same opinion as the Grand Imperial Headquarters.

The General Army conducted the LEYTE operation strongly on the assumptien
that it was possible to carry out the plannod. roin.forcement of the infantry
groups on. LUZON,

The l4th Area Army and the 4th Air Army pushed forward in the execution of
the LI!'!I battle with their entire stremgth.

At that time the 4th Air Army had about 50 te 70 usable planes. The 2nd
Air Division advanced its command post to BACOLODen the 19th, The 30th
Fighter Group alse quickly advanced to BACOLOD in order te attack the enemy
warships and vessels in the LEYTE Area and controlled the movements of the
enemy planes.,

The strength of the enemy landing in the LEYTE area on October 20 was approxi-
mately 3 divisiens.

On the 2lst, the 35th Army Commander detached approximately 6 battalions frem
the VISAYA and MINDANAO sectors fof diversionary activity. This unit had
been arriving at "OBMOK" since the 27th. However, the hoped for destruction
of the enemy landing convey by our air force before the commencement of

m_gperations was not achieved due to the delay in receiving information, less
of a ‘ehportunity te “ownsentzatedta hatfle st fp,pgth, and incliment weather,
Therefore, the failure of the first phase of plannsd aﬁ%&oa’mv%wm
enemy landing cenvey was unaveidable, .

- The air ferce had been arriving from the seuthern area since October 22;

but dde to the long ragge maneuver, the display ef battle strength did not
come up to expectations, Mereever, on the 24th, there were not mere than
147 planes, of these which had arrived, that could be used in groups of twos
and threes,

The 4th Air Army commander advanced the cemmand post teo BACOLOD on the 23rd,
On ‘the 27th, the 1l4th Area Army Commander placed the lst Division, the 36th
Division, and the 68th Independent Mixed Brigade under the command ‘of the
35th Army Commander and planned to throw them into the LEYTE area.

The 1lst Division entered the pert of MANILA safely on the 27th and the morale
was extremely high,

y . 73 L3
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On @ctober 28, the Southern Army diverted a part of the Fighter Squa~
dron from the 3rd Air Army with the aim of protecting the Infantry Group,
1lst Division, in the decisive battle in the LEYTE area,

4. Prior to this, the Southern Army tegether with the l4th Area Army had
examined the battle strength te be thrown inte the LEYTE area; and on
the 30th it was decided to throw in the following infantry groups: 3

The 1lst Divisien
The 26th Divisien
The 68th Independent Mixed Brigade
The 2nd Independent Anti-Tank Gun Battalion
27T Companies
- 3% Battalions of the 30th Divisien
3 Battalions of the 102nd Division

The 1lst Divisien under the protection of the 4th Air Army and the Navy
Air Force departed from the pert of MANILA on the 3lst and arrived safely
in "ORMOK" on November 1. :

5. At that time, the 4th Air Army planned te attack enemy warships and ves~
sels in the LEYTE Bay area and to hinder the use of the air base with
its main body. The climex of the air battles was reached about the end
of October, b
The BACOLOD air bases due to poor weather, the use of a new type of plane
(Type 4 fighters), and the lack of maintenance strength of the unit,
greatly restricted the movements of the planes,@f the 317 planes on- the
airfields, there were only about 140 planes which could be used,

6. Oolenel HATTORI, chief of the military operations section of the Grand
Imperial Headquarters, who was in the PHILIPPINES at that time, reported
on Octeber 31 that, in his epinien, the 23rd Division must be dispatched
to the PHILIPPINE Island area immediately and muet be supplied with 300
e e REDG INE OTAftS, .
B e :f.f’i'f?.‘.';i;"f':'&"f?.:.::_:“_..;‘_"‘7“"‘.“.1‘.’5“‘"3“!‘;'2_",,,‘:‘?_7_""-"-?;_"_"?-"’&_‘_"-‘-‘f_j=n_._\f-7w;r-__if:-_{;::-r.~:u.-.:nh--.vcm-.-- s L T——
7. The _Southerﬁ Army, in view of the participatien of the land infantry -
group in the LEITE area and the great losses in the air, reported on
the 30th that one to two infantry groups and 800 planes must be sent
3 by November 6, Furthermore, it reported te the Grand Imperial Headquar-
ters, on November 3, that it must be supplied with 80 planes per day
for some time in order to succeed in it e air operations; tut it received

the reply that this was almest imposeible,

At present, the result of the decisive battle for Leyte depends on the
concentration of the battle strength in depth on LEYTE and the prevent-
ion of the enemy from reinforcing his troops. .

Rt that time, the enemy force landing in the LEYTE area was estimated
to be five divisions, The enemy seemed to be planning an advance to the
"ORMOK" plain from the "KARIGALA" area with a powerful unit,

o
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The general observation at the end of October is as follows:

(a) The enemy planned te reinforce its own force if it discovered
our own treep reinforcements, It was estimated that the enemy A
will push its censtruction of the airfisld with five or six di-
visiens,

(b) Although there may be a new plan for the MINDANAO area, there are
no indications at the present time that such is the case.

(c) Thewe is a fear of a war of attritien, as a result of changing
to alrbase destructive warfare from navel air warfare,

The 35th Army Headquarters admcod ite Command Post te "ORMOK" en Nov-
ember 2,

The advance of the lst Division to "KARIKALA" area became difficult as
indicated by the situatioen, j

The plan for throwing in the infantry groups selected few the LEYTE
battle in the abope situation was generally as followst

The 26th Division departed from MANILA on the merning ef the 6th
and reached "ORMOK" on the evening of the 7th,-

The 68th Independent Mixed Brigade departed from MANILA on the 8th
and arrived in "ORMOK" from the 9th te the 1llth.

The 58th Independent Mixed Brigade depsrted from MANILA on the 17th
and arrived in "CATBALOGAN" en the 20th.

The 16th Division was in a valient battle in the LEYTE area; but
considerable diserder was brought about by the surprise enemy land~

X034
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22nd wvas approﬁ.mately 2500,

Qho greatest loss in any ene ragiment up to the 27‘611 was 85%; and
there were only 4 guns in that regiment,

Our combined fleet destroyed the l. 8, fleet commanded by Admiral HALSEY
which was attacking in the sea east of LEITE, Under the plan teo facili-
tate the execution of the decisive battle for LEYTE, the lst Fleet frem
the SAN BERNADINO Straits, the 2nd Fleet from the "SURIGAO" Straits, and
the 3rd Fleet (with carriers as a nucleus) from the sea east of LUZON
Island; all advanced far the attack to the area east of LEYIE, {

Our fleet eliminated persistent ememy air and submarine attacks before
reaching the area east of LEYTE, arriving at the battle area on the
morning of the 25th when it participated in the fierce battle.

At that time, the information reaching the Headquarters was considerably
good and there was a report that the enemy fleet received a great damaging
blow. 1
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Notet This repert was incerrect and the result of tho battle was not
necessarily great. However, our losses were great and the enemy
mobile force in the area uut of the PHILIPPINES was then able
to mo¥e freely.

10, 1In view of the present situation in the LETTD area, the Seuthern Arky
- repoerted the rolloving on !ovenbor 4:

& (a) W¥atil the cempletien of the decisive battle of LEYTE (at the earli-
est, the middle of December), the supply planes will be advanced
in order to preserve the 200 usable plan%q of that time,

(b) About 30 speed beats will be ‘quickly supplied, besides advancing
: the 100,000 tetal tennage of shipping by November 15,

(e) One strategical infantry group and the 23rd Division will be ad-
vanced and the LEYTE area should be strenthened by at least two
picked and replenished infantry groups.

There were about 300 planes by the additien of the airplanes arriv-
ing in the PHILIPPMS by the end of Octeober te the unit supply
planes,

The 23rd Division was included in the order of ba';;le of the l4th
Area Army on November 5, It was te arrive in the PHILIPPINES on
about November 25 or 26 and was to participate in the LETTE battle.

11, The Southern Army had gradually éxhau®ted the units of the 4th Air Army
and it recognized the necessity of restoring the latter's battle strength
as soon as pessible,

The four fighter regiments (on November 2), and the two fighter regi-
: ments, twe attack regiments, two each of light and heavy bember regi=-
s ‘.-.m-w.‘.ammu,;gn the 8th) were to restore their battle strength in JAPAN and

N R
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On Hovamber 8, the Southern Army asked the reinforcement of the atrength
of the four fighter regiments by about November 20 in erder to carry
out the battle of LEYTE and the sending of the 200 requested planes

* (B0 fighters of Type 4, 50 fighters of Type 1, and 100 ethere) by the
20th in erder to restore the strength in that area, -

On the 28th, the lst Raiding Group was included in the order of battle
of the 4th Air Army, At this time, the Southern Army estimated the
enemy airbases used in connection with the PHILIPPINES Operation as the
following (in the LEYTE Operation, the decisive battle. was predicted
to continue for a long peried):

(a) The air strength on LEYTE Island was 300--500 planes. It was
approximately 500 planes after the latter part of Nevember,

(v) Aﬁproxi.na.tely 700 planes on the 8 airfields on MOROTAI,

- X
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(¢) Appreximately 250 planes en "PELIEU",
(d) 7 to 8 airfields in the MARIANAS,

12. The Southern Army decided to transfer to SAIGON in erder to direct
the general operatiens., On November 13, the commander-in-chief summened \.
the Area Army commander and the air army cmd.or and explained the
following decision:

(a) The LEYTE battle will be carried on as before and the use of bases
by the enemy will be sa prevented at all times.

(b) The armsments on LUZON Island will be surficientiy strengthened
80 that it will net obstruct the execution of the LEITE battle.

~ i

(¢) Other areas will not be abandened immediately.

The commander-in-chief departed fwem MANILA on the 17th and transferred
to SAIGON,

- 13, There was a reﬁort that the U.S8, 6th Army commander had arrive& m
WTARKUROBAN" on the 19th., At that time, the mobile unit at its advance
base of URUSHI carried out a very skillful recurrent attack,

After the LEYTTE landing, the mem number of planes which ceme te attack
the PH?LIPPIMS up to Novem'ber 20 was 7426 1nc1uding 4183 carrier
planes), .

14, The amount of men and supply on LEYTE Island about the end of November
was 48,000 men; €600 herses and 210 vehicles; a continuous daily provi-
slon of 6,000 kiloliters was required,

i ' During the “Same peried, the supplying of war materials in the LEYTE 2
4 area with small vessels became very difficult due to the activity

e “-m*mmm-ii Aho-cneny-

During November, the percantage of the 26,600 men and 14,200 tens (in-
cludes 5000 tons for units) of munitions transported to and actually
‘reaching LEYTE was 45%,

-,!.yx.;-.n_:np ‘;q- T u;fs tt, -r.m.-- S S T )

. 15, The battle strength of the let Division gradually decreased. As soon
as the advance to the "TAKUROBAN" plains from the "EKARIKARA" area be~
came difficult, it decided to advance in the direction of "BULAUEN"
with the 26th Divieion, With the very close suppert of the 1l4th Area
Army and the 4th Air Army, it decided on a plan to recapture the "BULAU-
EN" airfield. .

On December 3, it decided to start this eperation on the 6th., It tempo~
rarily recaptured the "BULAUEN" airfield; but, due to the baé roads and
weather, reinforcements and supply were cut off,

Moreover, due to the enemy counter-landing in ‘the "ORMOK" area, this

i
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operation was necessarily suspended. The Area Army planned to make a
strong counter~landing in "KARIKARA" Bay with a part of the force.

The date of this meve was designated as December 16 and preparatione
were being made; but, in view of the general situmation in the LEYTE
area, the preparations were not completed and the move was not executed,

16. The special-attack unit arrived in stages in the PHILIFPINES .mc} the
early part of November and obtained excellent resulte against the enemy
fleet in the LEITE area; but it could net change the war situation,
The enemy advanced its base te MINDORO in the early part of December,
and éur air operation became more and more restricted. Moreover, the
arrival of supply planes was alse interrupted, 8ince December our
air force was forced inte hiding, i :

17, In view of the war situation in the LEYTE area, the Southern Army dis-
patched Chief of Staff IIMURA to MANILA in the middle of December.
He communicated with the Chief of Operations of the Grand Imperial
Headquarters who was there at that time and who was responsible for the
direction of the operations in the LEYTE area.

At that time the southern Army maintained its former minimum battle
strength, If it could not ebtain the control ef the PHILIPPINES waters
it concluded that the LEYTE operation would be unsuccessful, The enemy
firmly established its basic pesition for capturing LUZON by capturing
the VISAYAN gector air bases. After the complete interruption of our
southern communications, the enemy would probably attack LUZON; .and the
Area Army estimated that the time of attack would be the middle of Janu~
‘ary. The Area Army concluded that the continuation of the LEYTE battle
would be disadvantageous to subsequent operations and thus suspended it
on Novedfiber 14, The Area Army ordered the 35th Army to continue ite
resistance alone and the 30th Divigion Commander, under a chadn of com=~
_hand, to resist alone in the MINDANAO area,

At that time, the Southern Army was strongly in faver of contimiing 'the
:  LEYTE battle; but the report after the return of Chief of Staff IIMURA

Eosi ey =°M&M-mmWﬁﬂ*wMng@’?M‘ﬁww L e e

: ing the battle. The Area Army was then given charge of its own actions.

During this period, the 19th Division was sent to the PHILIPPINES,
Furthermore, the 10th Division arrived in LUZON in the peried from
December 20 to the end of the menth,

Paragraph 5 Situatien in the BURMA Area
1, The BURMA Area Army fought desperately in the IMPHAL gecter; but, since
* 1% encountered strong enemy resistance and difficulty in supply and
replacement, it had to suspend the "IMPHAL" battle in July 1944,

The power of each unit decreased considerably; but their strength was
quickly restored to prepmre for the next phase of operations,

The BURMA Area Army was carrying out a withdrawal operation facing the
the banks of the IRRAWADDY River., However, on September 19 the Southern
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Army in the BURMA area firmly secured the impertant areas of southern
BURMA and formed a strong point in the north wing of the southern arc,
During this period it received orders from the Grand Imperial Headquar-
ters to bleck communication with INDIA as much as possible., It also
changed the duty of the BURMA AREA ARMY,

2., BSubsequently the retreat by the 1l5th Army towards the bank of the\m&-
WADDY River was able to avoid the enemy's rapid pursuit and was carried
out rather smoothly, It was able to maintain the expected conditions
of the end of 1944, The fighting strength of the group was greatly de-
creased due to the leng period of operation; ite effective strength
was approximately one divieion of 4,000 men.

Therefore, the rapid recovery of the fighting strength was necessary,
For that reason, the Southern Army first placed the 49th Divigion and
the 53rd Divieion under the BURMA Area Army, and the same time, threw
in replacements to restore to bring it up to fighting strength,

3, B8ituation in the various areas.

(a) In the northern BUBMA sector, the 33rd Army was fighting vigorously

_ against the superior enemy force and was trying to cut the communi-
cations between INDIA and CHINA; but the enemy has increased its
forcee. The 33rd Army at the end of the year, wes holding NANKAN
and MONMIT securely.

(b) In the northwest sector of BURMA, the 15th Army consolidated its
position on the left bank of the IRRAWADDY River; but its fighting
strength has been greatly reduced, Judging from the situation at
that time, they were expedted to be able to step the rush of the

enemy only temporarily.

(¢) On the southwest coast, the 28th Army was.fighting satisfactorily,.
"~ and there was no impertant cha.uge. ‘

-W = o e =) T S AT et TREEI s ET L S TR L P A s iwi S :_'_ ___
.- "Mi =W Brd Air Forve clésely codperated in the mmn ‘operation TVt e

- S5th Air Division and facilitated the operatien by good fighting with
: - a small force,

Paragraph 6 War Situation in the Areas of Northern AUSTRALIA and NEW GUINEA
1, The 18th Army was put under the command of the Southern Army in the
middle of November, but since the early summer of 1944, supplies were
completely cut off and so it tried to effectuate a strategic stalemate.
= The Southern Army, fearing the interruption of commnication between

the 18th Army and itself, succeeded in tramsporting communication materials
by air by taking advantage of the darkness of an Octeber night.

2. The North Australia Area

769 | Y



W ®

(a)- The Second Area Army, upon discovering the enemy landing on BIAK
- Island, endeavored to annihilate this force by any and all means,

. but in vain (dedails were previously stated). Furthermere, the
Second Area Army planned the destruction of the enemy which had
attacked MOROTAI and continued the operatien on the island under
considerable difficulties. However, the plan d not be accomp-
lighed due to the lack of ships, The 7th Air with a
small force, cooperated fa the operatio sever. es and obtained
‘excellent results.

In the early part of October, the Southern Army in order to comp-
lete the LEYTE operations and in view of the necessity of control--
ling the enemy air bases leocated on MOROTAI, traneferred a part

of the air unit which had been in PALEMBANG to blockade the move-
A ments of the enemy and toek action to speed the decisive fight

in the PHILIPPINES AREA,

(b) -Accompanying the enemy attack on MOROTAI, the 2nd Area Army thought

: that enemy attack against HALMAHERA and the northern CELEBES area
was approaching and transferred ite command post to MAKASSAR to
direct the general operations, as well as strengthening its pre=-
parations for the battle,

(¢) Upen the enemy attack in the PHILIPPINES area, the 2nd Area Army -
_ captured the MAL airfield and prepared to attack SAN SAHORE with
the purpose of obstructing and controlling the enemy's rear,

Paragraph 7 Situation in the Other Areas
1. BSouthwest Area

In the southwest area, furious preparations were being mdde to meet

an enemy ,attack against the ANDAMAN and NICOBAR Ielands and nerthern:

SUMATRA, - This attack may be carried. out in con,junction with the attack
Frrer “”"WHQWWM “the BUBNA-BPeG, - oy i e

Furthermore, the Army was organizing the 94th Division to atrengthen

the war preparations in nothhern MALAYA, especially the cervical region.

Thie was completed on October 14 and it was included in the battle order -

of the 29th Army, :

2. Borneo Area

In the BORNEQC area as previously stated, disposition for the change in
distribution was carried out in order to take immediate action against
the enemy's plan to penetrate thru the SULU Sea; and the west coast
and northern BORNEC were strengthened.

r
Chapter 6 The Sustained Combet Operation from January 1944
to May 19485

-
Wy
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Paragraph 1 Principles
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- The decisive battle of the PHILIPPINES was not carried out according

to plan in which all combat wae to be executed by staking everything
the Army's could muster; and the situation of the Southern Army was
greatly changed., It now requires further operating orders for the

purpose of facilitating the Army'se operation against the enemy who
would advance to the area of JAPAN Proper.

The Southern Army recéived the following order from the Grand Im-

perial Headquarteirs at the end of January and drew up an operational
plan.

The Gigt of the Order

The commander-in-chief of the Southern Army.will desthey the attack-
ing enemy and securely hold the impertant sectors to check the enemy
advance towards JAPAN Proper or CHINA and ease the operation of the
whole army. The .Summary of the order is as follows:

(1) In the PHILIPPINES area, the impertant points in LUZON
" must be held securely and it must endeavor to destroy the
attacking enemy.

(2) The important sectors in INDOQCHINA, THAILAND, MALAYA and
SUMATRA should be held securely because these regions
are the plvots of the southern area,

(8) 1In the areas other than those mentioned in the previous
two items, the army, from the viewpoint of politice and
strategy, must endeavor to hold securely the impertant
areas, especlally the districts containing impertant ma-
terials and important bases which the enemy is planning to
I T

“{' 47 "Tﬁ‘”e”a'égré‘ﬂrw'&aétmex.mnm*:«azwmesé!eéﬁsb_u%ﬁ’emé&% s
is planned for every place, : : oo

(6) It will menace and disrupt the supply lines in the enemy's
: rear as much as possible in the areas near the sea and
the continent.

(6) The various plans are especially adaptable to the situa-
tions for stopping impertant sea comrmunicatieng,

(7) The Army will endeavor to carry out the various military
administrative plans adaptable to the war situation, and
will also publicize JAPAN's true intentions to the vari-
ous South Sea Natives,

The Southern Army planned to send the important materials to the
homeland by penetrating the communication route which it was cutting
to the best of®its ability as well as endeavoring to maintain the .
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security in the center of the important areas; but, due to the fierce
counter-attack of the English-Indian Army towards the BURMA area
after April, the important areas of central and uuthorn BURMA fell
into enemy hands.

Paragraph 2 Drafting of the Operational Plans Accompanying the Failure in the
Decisive Battle of the PHILIFPINES

As soon as the no, 1 operation failed in the end of 1944, the South-
ern Army began to map out the gperational plan for the first half
- of 1945, ?

At that time, there was as yet no cheange in duty for the Southern
Army by the Grand Imperial Headquarters, - Therefore, the Southern
~ Army drew up a draft of the cperation plan during the middle of
. January 1945, based on the following estimate of the situatien.
The Chief of Staff NUMADA was ordered te present a report in TOKWD
> at the end of January,

Lt, General NUMADA received the Grand Imperial Headquarters Order
and returned to SAIGON at the beginning of February. In the middle
of February, he called a meeting of the chiefs of staff and secretly
explained the outline of the operational plan as well as issuing the
necessary orders, 5L

On February 5, the 10th Area Fleet and the 4th Southern Task Force
were placdd under the commender-in-chief of the Southern Army,
Therefore, the long pending problem of a unified command of the
Army and Navy was finally effectuated.

Notes: Summary of the estimate of the situation by the Southern
Army i

© 1. Simnary of the general estimate 'of situation

B el Sgpetha-oamtery -Sronial arsay~dhe «U.w-.. Areg.slanned. the. ..mapp,in;m_- o
. o up of the entire PHILIPPINE Islands, in view of the island's po- *

litical and strategical value, to make it the subsequent base
of operations, After this, it was not kmown that the U, 8, forces

~ would advance to TAIWAN and the South Seas Islands to plan for the
attack of JAPAN Proper or capture a base towards CHINA, or if they
would land on the southeast coast of CHINA or the eastern coast
of French INDO-CHINA, especially HAENAN Island in a decisive move
for the maintenance of communication with CHINA, However, the
date of the operation was estimated to be after the spring of
1944,

-

i

In rega.rds to the plan for the coeperation in the cepture of SINGA-
PORE with the BRITISH Army by the U, S. Army which advanced to

the SINGAPORE area from BORNEO, it was thought that they would

not adopt such a plan fwem the standpoint of English policy; and
the English forces would help only in the Bomo area with the
AUSTRALIAN force.

i . el
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(b) In the eastern frontal area, the BRITISH-INDIAN Army after our
defeat in the IMPHAL opsrations successively advanced southward
and planned for the capture of southern BURMA,

Although the fighting strength had decreased considerably and the
BURMA Area Army had generally completed the adjustment of its po-
sitions on the banks of the IRRAWADDY River by the end of 1944,
it was thought possible te held this line securely till the rainy
season if this fighting strength was quickly increased,
]
- However, it was estimated that the time for the breaking of the
southern circle after the capture of ANDAMAN, NIKOVAL, and the
cervical region of MALAY would be after June,

It was extremely desirable to map up the CEINA area as quickly
as possible, since there was great fear that the Greater Bast
Asia defense circle would be cut in the north and south if the
FHILLIPPINE Islands were captured., Esprially the cutting of the
communications with the homeland during the enemy's advance to
the CEINA area would be inimical to the safety of the Southern -
Army, The Grand Imperial Headomarters planned on the mutual co-
operation between the OHINA Task force and the Southern Army to
carry out the operation toward the KUMMING and CHUNGKING areas,
Moreover, since there was a great signigicance in this operation
to delay the enemy's attack on the homeland, the Southern Army
regarded this as impertant and also studied it carefully.

(¢) The Southern Army, basing its action on the above estimation,

quickly strengthened its pesitions on the INDO-CHINA Peninsula

as well as quickly strengthening the positions in the cerviesl

region of MALAY on the western front, The southern Army estimated

that there was a necessity for facilitating the opsration &f the

entire Army by checking the advance of the enemy towards CHINA

~or the homeland by destreying the attacking enemy,

PSRRIV vas not-expected ‘that the Southern Army would be ablev e dompsT

letely hold the entire southern circle by itself if the PHILIP-
PINES were captured. The Southern Army reached the decision that
it was very iupertant to hold SINGAPORE, SAIGON, BANGKOK, and
HANOI, and the supply peints connecting these areas,

2. .lstima.to of the Situation in Each Area

(a) The PEILIPPINES area

In the LUZON area, it was hoped that the battle would be carried
out to the very last man and that as many of the enemy as possible
wobld be killed; because in the situation, we expected the rapid
increase in enemy strength and also increasing difficulties in

. air operations and troop replacement,

(b) The BURMA area

L7 .
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The BURMA Area Army, lm. the nuyonlm of the IMPHAL opera~
tion in July of the year, had taken steps toward a new
dispesition which p’romnﬂl smoothly; and it was able te held
tho expected positions securely at the end of 1944, However,

the strength of the infantry group has been greatly reduced by
the leng peried of operations, In the 15th Army, the effective
strength of a division was approximately 4,000 men,

Moreover, the strength was greatly reduced by the transfer of

the 2nd Division in order to strengthen the defense preparations

on the INDOCHINA penineula, However, if the strength had been
increased and adjusted, the firm heold on the bank of the IRRA~-

WADDY River till the beginning of the rainy season would have been

poseible.

5

Situation in each area of BURMA

A, In the northern front, the 33rd Army was fighting bravely

against a very superior enemy; but the cutting eff of the
INDIA-BURMA route had beem become very difficult, and the
only hope was the hindrance of transpertation.

B. In the northwestern front, the 15th Army had transfersed

to the vicinity of MANDALAY; and the left bank of the IRRA-

WADDY River with its main ferce; but its strength had been
greatly reduced, In view of the situatien, its strength

was limited, to temporarily checking the enemy rush., When
the strength was increased and restored, it was expected te
securely held the line at the beginning of the rainy season

C. In the southwestern coast area the 28th Army was fighting
wowogabisfactorily; and there no obstruction was expected. in
o.rrying out the next plan of operationi. :

North mmm.n and NEW OUTMEL Aveas s
There was a nocouity of strategi y aseigning a permanent duty teo
the north AUSTRALIA sector, which dfd net have to be commanded during
.the height of the PHILIPPINES operatien,

There was expected te be no immediate enemy attack in the North AUSTRA-
LIA area, JAVA and the LESSER SUNDA Archipelago; and it was thought
very appropriate to mmtliatoly tranefer thie strength to the central
sector i.n the southern circle. ’ -

The BOENEO Area

In regards to the ememy plan to break through from the SULU sea area,

the policy was to firmly hold the importehs areas of North BORNEC; but
in view of the change in the war situation in the PHILIPPINES area,

it wae necessary to limit the areas to be held to the secter surround-
ing BRUNEI in western BORNEO and to the southern ‘BORNEO secter, How-

~ ever, the change in dispesitien of the Infantry groups would take con-

siderable time, and there would be many difficulties in transperting,

o]
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guard.ins. moving on land, If the enew attack towards SINGAPORE were
rapid, there would be a greet probability that they would take advant~
age of éur incempleted chango in dispesitien,

The INDIAN Ocean .lru :

In prepmration for the enemy attack, the defenses on ANDAMAN and ;IOM
Iglande and the northern SUMATRA sector were generally cempleted, but
the main force of the 4th Division had been recently transferred to the
FRENCHE INDO-CHINA peninsula from SUMATRA; and th- strength was prebably
unintentionally weakened,

There was a necessity of immediately strengthening the defenses in the
cervical area of the MALAYS; since it was estimated that the enemy would
make a decisive counter-attack on MALAYA by croseing the INDIAN Ocean

or from the BUBMA area.

The FRENCH INDO-CHINA Area

FRENCE INDO-CHINA was the eastern defense wall since the loss of the
PHILIPPINES; and its eperational velue had greatly inereased as a base
of operations, since it faces the CHINA area, Therefore it had become
neceasary to strengthen the preparations for battle,

- ‘Phe THAILAND Area

In connection with the change in the situation, especially the change
in the BURMA battle lines due to the enemy attacks in the FRENCH INDO-
CHINA area and the MALAY area (cervical region), it had become mest
important to ilmprove the coeperation between THAILAND and JAFAN, For
that reason, it was necessary to strengthen the vicinity of BANGKCK

"as the pivet of the INDO-CHINA peninsula,
 The 3rd AMr Army - SSE

-

““fhe strength of the Bra- M had. greajly decreased since the main '
force of the Fighter Unit had been transferred to the PHEILIPPINE-Telamis; =~
for the recent V o;;emtions toock over its various missions with'a very
small force; in addition, it had to complete the important duties of
training essesfilal air personnel for the whole National Army,

Accompanying the gradual destruction of the 4th Air Army in the PHILIP-
PINES area, its operational area was extended; and it had te do ite
utmost to send raw materials back to the homeland,

Air operations were thereafter limited to very important and indispens-
able missions. Therefore the land unit encomntered difficulties from
lack of air support; and could expect only te carry out land operations
without the cooperation of the air force.
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Paragraph 3 War Situation in the PHILIPPINES Area

1, The l4th Area Army ordered the 35th Army te carry out stalemate resist-
ance by itself after the decisive battle for LEYTE, It also sent troops
to obstruct the enemy's plans by holding the airbases of BACOLOD, CAGA~-
YAN, and DAVAO in the central and southern PEILIPPINES, Ite headquarters
was moved to BAGIO on December 25, and the PHILIPPINE Government also
moved to BAGIO on the same day,

The Area Army resisted as long as possible by expleiting the terrain
in the LUZON sector, since the complete hold on the MANILA and CLARK
sector would have been difficult against the superior enemy. It tried
to facilitate the general operation of the National Army by reetricting
the actions of as many of the enemy as possible.

5 2 .

After the suspension of the LEYTE operation, the Southern Army on Jan,

1, 1945 placed the 4th Air Army under the command of the l4th Area Army
Commander, because it would have been disadvantageous to ahve separate

commanders using our strength for the LUZON eperation,

The Aree Army Oommander moved the Air Army to ECHAK on January 7.
. 2. The enemy landed on LINGAYEN BAY ON January 9.

* The 4th Air Army attacked the enemy warships and vessels between the
10th and the 14th with ite entire LUZON air strength,

The enemy started using the LINGAYEN airfield on the 15th, - The l4th

Area Army estimated that the enemy would suddenly advance to the CLARK
area in a decigive move by penetrating our positions with reinforcement
after first capturing bridgeheads in SAN FABIAN with its main body apd

in mmm a.nd. the wostern seotor with a.nother party.

’.Eho Southern Army several times ordered the 1l4th Area .er;r to block this

-~ prar- by desivoying the-enexny 4n the- baaaam. -yalting sdvantage  oPhis mﬁ:m»
conploted 'bridgahoad.

The Grand Imperial Headquarters alse directed this operation. The Area
Army made preparations te carry it out, but due to the total air supre-
macy and the superior armored force of the enemy, ite large-scale exe-
cution was difficult.

3. TFurthermore, the l4th Area Army endeavored to carry out the plan for
restricting and controlling the U, S, Army over a leng period by trying
every possible means to destroy and decrease the enemy strength and
“by securely maintéining the sector surrounding BAGIO WITH its main body
(the 10th, 19th, and 23rd Divisions and the B58th Independent Mixed Bri-
gade), sector west of OLABK (with 30,000 men commended by the Raiding
Group commander, and the sector east of MANILA (with- the 8th Division)
with parts of the unit,

2!
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Munitions are extremely important for the execution of an operation,
Although it was planned to transfer the munitions depot from the MANILA
sector to the northern LUZON gector immediately aftér the battle of
LEYTE, it became increasingly difficult after the enemy landing on LIN-
GAYEN on January 9.

The designated plan was only half completed. In order to increase its
strength, the Southern Army frantically tried getting supplies by means
of ships and air transportation; but this was almest impossible because
of enemy air and submarine oporati.enl.

It was estimated that the enemy strength 1anf1.d. at the end of January
was 8 divieions in the LINGAYEN area and 2 divisions in the frontal area
of SUBIC Bay. The enemy planes sent to the PHILIPPINE Ielands area
were estimated to number 800 te 900,

A part of the enemy which landed in tho LINGAYEN area penetrated teo
the MANILA area and entered one section on February 3, The enemy streng-
th in the LINGAYEN area increased to 13 divisions by February 6. In

the MANILA area, it captured the city of MANILA and crossed the PASIG
nivﬂro

The Area Army then decided to conduct guerilla operations by firmly
maintaining three strong pointe. Its general activities at the end
of January were confined to raiding and infiltration operations with
a small force, It decided teo strengthen thege within the middle of
February, At the same time, the 14th Area Army estimates the enemy
situation in the PEILIPPIES are¢a as follows:

In early March, the enemy strength used in attacking the strong points
in Bastern MANILA were 6-7 divisions; 2 divisions attacking the
lbrong point west of CLARK and 5-6 divisions in the capture of LU-
20N, The cepture of northern LUZON was coordinated with the land-
ing in the APARI area., It was thought that the enemy would use a

[ .I‘.*.:“:-_'."""q!_f o-Paratreep -Unit in m The. losusJ;.‘E the m“i‘ﬂi‘i in th‘ mm_ :

5.

area up to the end of l‘e‘bru.ary were as followu

Killed and wounded— 12691
Larger gune than the rapid ﬁ:;ing gun 140
All kinde of tanks and vehicles 750 ; :

In the LEYTE area, the 35th Army decided on a plan to fight by itself
and to minimize the enemy action byy guerilla warfare in the sector

west of LEYTE and in the VISAYA sechér. It disposed all units for di-
version but it was estimated that this would require 3 months, :

In the same area, the strength under the control of the commander
was approximately 15,000 at the end of January. The Headquarters
arrived at TAHOGON on CEBU Igland on March 18 and then mo ed to MINDA- /

NAO on April 11,

i
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After its transfer to BCHAKE, the 4th Air 4Bmy found it increasingly
difficult to conduct air operations. Its air strength was very small
when MANILA and CLABK fell into enmemy hands. The air force changed
to land eperations as well as traneferring to TAIWAN for subseguent
operations and for the recovery of its stremgth, There were about 80
planes and 120 men arriving in TAIWAN on February 11.

In view of this situation of the 4th Air Army, an order for the returm
of the 4th Air Army Headquarters was issued at the end of February,

The 2nd and the 7th Air division were placed under the command of the
3rd Air Army and the 4th Air Division, under the command of the 1l4th
Area Army. The air force was transferred to the homeland and other
areas, mainly for the next phase of oporat:lonn.

: The 2nd Air Division was mainly reaponaiblo for strengtheming the posi-

tion of land defense in BACOLOD; but the Southern Army reported to the
Grand Imperiasl Headquarters that. the division must be traneferred to
strengthen FRENCH mo-om The Grand Imperial Headquarters did not
approve.

The 3rd Air Army issued an order to the division to return during’ the
division's transfer to SINGAPORE in a.ccord.ance with the change in com-
mand to tho 8rd Alr Army.

In March, the situation in each area became extremely fierce, especially
in the strong point east of MANILA, The 4lst Army was newly organized
on March 30 by uniting the 8th Division and $eek other units in the

game area. -

In April, the losses of the lst line were great, Nersover sup strength
decreased daily due only to difficulyy in supply and to the increased
activity of bandits.

The If'eé.'.l.r'my ‘Headquarters was transferred to BAMBAN on April 19, and
the command. post wag tranaferred to_ OYAGAN after May 16, °
D v ”'.1-& S e - g e ‘_.’ 5

I-iaison Sitn Shi Pmmpmmn Island increased aftes the Slilic o Tl

The enemy attacking the HIKDAHAO area was about 3 Divisions., It a,dvanced.

_to DAVAO,

Paragraph 4 The situation in the BURMA Area

1.

In the northwestern sector of BURMA, the 15th Army planned to recover
its fighting strength and prepared for the next phase of operations,
However, the enemy stormed to the vicinity of MANDALAY and the IRRAWADIJ!
River bank,

Therefore, the area army opened the IRRAWADDY campaign on January 17
and planned to destroy the enemy who was attacking in various places.

g3
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The Area Army placed the 53rd Division under the command of the 15th
Army te increase the strength in that area.

In the middle of Febrmary, the _eneir itrchg,th.m 6 Divisions, The
arny fought valiantly to destroy the enemy by taking advantage of the
enemy river crossing from the MINBU area. | N

2. In the northern BURMA secter, the 33rd Army counter-attacked the superior-
-enemy who was penetrating at various places, It always gained success-
ful results; but in the middle of February, the enemy expeditionary
force was increased to 11 divisions, The 56th Division advanced to
LASHIO with its main body and the 18th Division destroyed about 1 bri-

gade after the fierce battle in the "MIYTSON" vicinity.

3. In the southwest coastal area, a part of the enemy force started landing
at AKYAB on December 31 of last year and on RAMREE Igland on January 21,

The 28th Army turned back the sharp attack of the enemy by fierce fight-
ing in various places.

4., During this peried, the 5th Air Division cooperated in the operations
of each area several times with a small force. It obtained especially
great results in the attacks against enemy convoys in the AKYAB-RAMREE

Igland area,

5, The southern Army sent the 2nd Division from the BURMA area in order
to strengthen the positions on the INDO-CHINA Peninsula at the end of
January; but in view of the situation in the MANDALAY area, the with~
drawal of unite other than one regiment and the division Headquartere
were unavoidably delayed.

6., In March, the enemy on the bank of the IRRAWADDY River suddenly became

... .active; and when it became obvious that the enemy would advance.south-

_ ‘ ward across the river, the BURMA area army decided to annihilate them

votiamnesy i OB, $he benk of $he IERAVADDY River by a sudden move. Therefore,. with
~ - the cooperation of the three armies, it carribd out’ the “pasinepera~ "

tion", At the end of March, a meeting of all chiefs-of-staff ias held

»

at MEKTICA; and the plan of the Area Army was presented,

Lt, Gen, NUMATA, the chief of staff who had attended the meeting, return-
ed to SAIGON and reported that the fighting spirit of the area army was

high and that they were certain of victory. That is, one division of

the 33rd Army was ordered to cover the rear flank against the enemy
erossing from the sector north of MANDALAY, The main body of the 15th

Army was attacking the enemy from the rear by aggressively crossing

the river from the direction of MANDALAY, During thie peried, the en-
tire strength of the 28th Army was cooperating in the attack of the

main body from the direction of "ENANJONG", 4

Although each army was steadily preparing for the major engagement, we
could noet open this engagement since the powerful enemy armored force
which had advanced to MEKTILA at the beginning of April by croesing
the IRRAWADDY River was pressing the rear of the maind body of the
Area Army.
; g4
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7. The Area Army subsequently planned to destroy the enemy advancing in the
direction of MEEKTILA; but it could not destroy the enemy which relied

‘upen supply from the air, It finally retreated and readjusted ite bat- -
tle lines, : :

<Prior—tothis, on March 23, the strength of the National Army of BURMA
was 8000, At that time, a part of the force was required to t‘npll up-
risings in various places.

In view of thesituation in the INDO-CHINA Peninsula and the KALL'I area,
the Southern Army changed the duty of the BURMA area army on April 7,

holding of the npormt areas surroungind RANGOON, TOUNGOO, and
ROICO was assigned to it, :

8. The enemy which was advancing towards MANDALAY and MEKTILA planned to
- advance southward along the MANDALAY highway and press on towards -
RANGOON in a dacisive a.ction. :

!he Area Arw in order to facilitate the adjusting of battle lines of the
main body and to check the enemy advance, ordered the 49th Division and
other forces withirawn from the 28th Army area to advance northward te
deal with the situation; but it could not check the enemy advance, The
ENANJONG oil fielde area fell into enemy hands on April 22,

The 105th Brigade in RANGOON quickly advanced northward towards PEGU
and prepared for the enemy advance wouthward, A part of the enemy made
a surprise landing on the mouth of the RANGOON River on May 2 and final-
ly captured RANGOON on the 3rd, At that time, there was no unit sta~
tioned in RANGOON to defend it; and the Area Army headquarters moved

to MOULMEIN on the 2nd,

Therefore the Area Army decided to concentrate the main force in the
gechdr west of the SITTANG River which extends from the vicinity of
MOULMEIN to the vicinity of SITTANG., It disposed the troops accordingly.
The effective strength of the BURMA area army around the end of October
was about as follows:

o et .g-‘_,. T IIIRaEaeS _,",,_,_‘.____?_w__“&___k T
15th Army 9000 men ' 13 cannong :
33rd Army o 3900 men 3 cannons
28th Army 16000 men 40 cannons
Ammunition for # of a battle
Rations for 2 months
Fuel for 1 month

Medicel Supplies  for 1 month -

Paragraph § Situation in the Northern AUSTRALIA and NEW GUINEA Area

i

1., In the NEWJGUINEA Area, a part of the ememy carried out a strong land-
ing at "BUTSU" on March 17; and the 20th Division fiercely battled the
enemy.

7
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The northern AUSTRALIA area was then strategically a stalemate zone,

The forces were to be withdrawn as much as possible and the positions
in the vicinity of SINGAPORE be strengthened; at the same time, the
immediate necessity of reorganizing the command system of the north

AUSTRALIAN area had increased, These points were studied. “
(1) Withdrawal of forces in the North Australia area.

In order to strengthen the positions in the SINGAPORE area, it

/ wag decided that a large force would be withdrawn and transferred
from the North AUSTRALIA area. The plan was formulated in March,
and the necessary orders were issued, -

lpproxinﬁtoiy 21,000 men were to be withdrawn by the end of 1945,

For this purpose, the army-navy units in the CERAM sector and
the CELEBES air sector unit were given first priority in view
of the supply situation degree of preparedness, Mean-
while, the units in the " KAI, and TANIMBAR areas were to
be concentrated in the CERAM sector at the first opportunity,
and be subsequently transferred.to the JAVA area.

Although this plan was carried out with the cooperation of the
Army and Navy, when opportunities presented themselves, and satis-
factory results were obtained, it could not be carried out as
planned due to the unrestricted activities of enemy planes and
submarines, :

2. Reorganization of the command system in the NORTE AUSTRALIA Area [

A reorganization in the command system was necessary due to the change
in the operational positions in the North AUSTRALIA area. A study was
made.of the plan making JAVA the 'center of the Uewts¥l BORNEO and North
AUSTRALIA area, by transferring the 2nd Area Army to JAVA and leaving
Qe da-North.. BALIA; but this was abandoned in view of the re-

W&p with the past command, = It wad*suitadpie 6 returmpBORNES S0 ...
£ " fhe 7th Area Army, since it was part of the defense circle with SINGA- '
PORE as the center, There would be only one army in North AUSTRALIA

and the others were to be returned,

o

- The 2nd Army headquarters was first transferred to AMBON from KQOAS, .
and the 19th Army Headquarters was returned at the end of February. The
2nd Army was agein transferred to MAKASSAR and the 2nd Area Army Head-
quarters was returned, “ o

~ In connection with the above, the 48th Division was placed utndar the
- command of the 7th Area Army on May 31; and its operational zone was
included in that of the area army, ; :

> Paragraph 6 Situation in the BORNEO Area

/

1. In the BORNEO area, as mentioned previm.uly. its change in dispesition
was being rushed; but it was not progressing as expected. Moreover, gl



it was extremely difficult to carry heavy weapons over the 'bad. road,

The situation was such that many of the weapons had to be left in' that
area, Therefore, the strength also decreased oonsidarably with the change
in disposition,

- 2. In April, the activity of the AUSTRALIAN Army was shown, and a part ef
the enemy landed at TARAKAN on April 30, The enemy plan to recapture
SINGAPORE by the the capture of the important area of BORNEO became
more clear,

Paragraph 7 Situation in the Southwest Area

1. The SINGAPORE area had been weak in strength and lacked supplies, espe-
clally rations, Therefore it was necessary to construct positions to
prepare for the enemy plan to cut the southern circle into north and
south, by immediately throwing in the necessary force and rations,

2, The 46th Divigion was transferred from the north AUSTRALIA area in Janu~-
ary to strengthen the positions in the sector surrounding SINGAPORE,
The Area Army also withdrew a part of the drce from the SUMATRA sector
primarily te atrengthen the positions around SINGAPORE Ieland,

In the middle of April, the SINGAPORE defense unit was organized; and
the positiqns on the island were strengthened.

Furthermore, the Southern Army after further control of FRENCH INDO-CHINA
« by military forces, sent the 70th Independent Mixed Brigade to MALAYA
and placed it under the command of the 7th Area Army commander,

3, The Area Army then planned to reinforce the preprations on SINGAPORE
Igland by mustering the Japanese in that area and the personnel with-
~ drawn from the North AUSTRALIA area. In May, it planned to transfer
. a force (ebdut 2 Battalions) from ANDAMAN and NICOBAR with naval ships
“Ewrth tise closs.caoperatiion of the Navy and the Air Force; but this ac~
tion was detected by the enemy, and the cmism-dﬁlmand. EAGURO
were lodt. Thus, the plan ended in failure, i

Paragraph 8 BSituation in the THAILAND and FRENCH INDO-CHINA area

1, The operational position in the THAILAND and FRENCH INDO-CHINA sector
had rapidly improved sirnce the failure of the V no., 1 operation., The
Southern Army since November of the previous year had carried out
studies on the preparations for the control of FRENCH IN'DO—GEILA by

PN military forces to prepare for any unexpected move,

i

2. In the middle of January, the Southern Army diverted the 2nd and the
4th Divieions from BURMA and SUMATRA to THAILAND to reinforce the posi-
tions on the INDO-CEINA pepinsula and also to strengthen the forces
for control of FRENCH INDO-CHINA by military forces which had beed pre-
dicted as a result of the present situation, The 2nd Division was then
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transferred to FRENCH INDO-CHINA,

The Grand Imperial Headquarters ordered the 37th Divisdon and then the

32nd Division to advance to the North FRENCH INDO-CHINA from the CHINA

a.rea at the end of January. They arrived separately by the end of Febru~
- The preparation for the military contrel of rmca IHDO-ML was

progreuing steadily.

3. An order concerning the military centrel of FERENCE INDO-CHINA was ilssued
on February 28 when it was expected that the enemy attack was approaching.
The Southern Army assumed this control on March 9. and it was carried
out very smoothly,

The objective in ‘the ﬂut phase wae achieved on March 10 in Central
and Southern FRENCHE INDO-CHINA. In thenorthern sector, the enemy de~
fended a part of a fortification, but this was finally captured,

During thie period, there was %o special change in THAILAND,

4, The military control of FRENCH INDO-CHINA generally completed the campaign
by the middle of May, but the situation in the BUEMA area was rapidly
growing worse; so that &k the end of April, the 70th Independent Mixed
Brigade was diverted to MALAY, the 22nd Divigion from the North FRENCH
INDO~CHINA sector to BANGKCK, and the 37th Division 1med.iately to BANGw
KCK,

The 39th Army decided to transfer the 4th Divieioen to the North THAI-
LAND gector, because of this situation,

Note: The increase of preparations on the INDO-CEINA Peninsula.

The war preparations on the INDO-CHINA peninsula had been dili-
gently speeded up, since the beginning of the year; and the mili~
~tary control of FRENCH INDO-CHINA which was started on March 9
S _— “"“W“mem"mtm,. -However, due fo the BURMA . -
operation and the transportation of important materials to the =
homeland, preparation did not progress as planned, THAILAND
has natural features which enabled it to be used as a rear base
for the BURMA area; but the war preparations were not begun.

Therefore it was necessary to send the forces of the FRENCH INDO-
COHINA sector to the THAILAND gecdér and the unit which has been
weakened was transferred to THAILAND to recover its strength.

. That is, the 37th Division was immediately ordered to concentrate
in BANGKOK. The 22nd Division was placed under the command of
of the 39th Army in May; and then the 15th Army Headquartere and
the 15th Division were transferred from the BURMA area and placed
under the command of the 39th Army in June., A plan had to be
formed to strengthen the positions in the vicinity of BANGKOK
and in the North THAILAND sector,

2



Paragraph 9 ﬂanding Important ll.aterials to the Homlqnd
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On Janu.a.ry 20, 1944 the Southern Army received the Grand Imperial
Headquarters instruction concerning fuel and the tutut methods
of ’aransportaticn of important materials.

The commander-in-chief of the Southern Army strengthened the trans-
port guard with 3 fighter regiments and an Air Training Unit, -

Number one priority wae given to aviation gaaelinc among the resources
which were sent to the homeland., It was planned to send 120,000
kiloliters to JAPAN during Jenuary and February. The Southern Army
earnestly endeavored to fulfill thie quota; but due to the great
losses in shipping from increased enemy air and submarine activity.
only about half of this total was transported,

\

umm 7 The Sustained operation between the period of June 1945 to

the conclusion of the war

Paragraph 1 Revision of the operational pla.n of the Southern Army after the

capture of BURMA
Plan

In the past, BURMA had been regarded as the north wing strong point in
the defense of the southern circle. Especially, after the failure of
the V operation, its position had improved considerably for the preser=-
vation of the organic connection between the north and the south in

the southern circle,

_ Consequently, the capture of BURMA seriously affected the subsequent
~ tactical command of the Southern Army., If now lost the position o8

being the north wing strong point in the Southern circle and was changed

%o "become the ad¥ance pointof the INDO-CHINA poninsn—]:a.~ et et s

The Southern Army then decided on the operational plan :E‘or the final
half of 1945, A meeti.ng of all chiefs of staff of the Area Armies was
called in the latter part of May., The outline of the operational plan
wae shown and the necessary orders were issued,

In view of the prospects of the future operation as well as the drafting
of the operational plans, the Southern Army decided on the operational
(battle) regulatiohs with an eye to the total enemy air supremacy and
superior ammored force., This was made the basde for training operations,
and combat, Furthermore, it drew up and presented the plan to gradually
rebuild the disorganized forces for fierce operations in all the former
areas,

Bstimate of the situation

(a) In the eastern frontal area the enemy attacked the OKINAWA ares
on April 1, It became more clear that the main attack of the
enemy was towards the east coastal area of CHINA or to JAPAN IN €9
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in a decisive move. The enemy was trying to cut off communications between JAPAN
AND THE southern circle., Consequently, the eperation towards the interier of
CHINA to cooperate with the CHINA expeditionary force whose preparations were
being studied by the Southern Army was abandoned, The southern army had teo
quickly complete ites preparations for sustained resistance by its own actions
only,

' (b) In the BORNEO area, the strategic regions of Northern BORNEO all
fill into the hand of the AUSTRALIAN Army. The plan to recapture SINGAPORE by
the coeperation of ENGLISH-INDIAN and AUSTRALIAN troops became clearer, It
was estimated that the time would be after early autumn of that year, -

(e) In the west frontal area, the position of the area army completely
collapsed after the capture of RANGOON in the early part of Msy. It wae thought
that the ENGLISH~-INDIAN army would attack towards the cervical region of MALAYA
and that the pemetration of the THAILAND area would take place shortly.

(d) The trmifcr of men from the EUROPEAN Area .fter the collapsq of
GERMANY on May 1945 was expected to take place, and the enemy air force was
being reinforced in the INRIA area.

(e) Bamed on the above estimation, the Southern Army strengthened its -
positions in the INDO-CHINA Peninsula and the strategical area surrounding.
' SINGAPORE in order to destroy the attacking enemy; and, since this contributed
to the general operation of*™our armies, it wae made the basic of tactical command,

Paragraph 2, .Situation in the INDO-CHINA Peninsula (Including BURMA) area.

1, In view of the general situation the southern army advanced ites command
post to DALOT on 5 June, as well as predicting future changes. FPAKUSE was made
a permanent command post location, and necessary preparations were pushed forward.

2. Ia viow of the situation in the BURMA area, it was decided to reorganize
‘thé command system of the BURMA area army and the 39th army; and this decision © ' -
was reported.

w»- - :... : V ; e
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Details of the Baorganization of tha command system in ZBURMA. and I‘HILAN})

The BURMA area army and the 39th army had previously had a very close
connection, A study had been made since the beginning of the year on the reor-
ganization of the command ‘system, The plan gave the BURMA area army, which had
lost the position of an area army after its collapse as the BURMA area army,
the command of the 39th army, It was thought appropriate to reorganize the Z9th
army into the area army and have one army in the BURMA AREA as the advance guard

~ in the THAILAND defense. Therefore the southern army issued the order on 7 July.

. 3., In the .'BIIB.MA. ma, the concentration of the main force east of the N\
SITTANG River was almost completed by the mid-le of June; but the 28th army was
still fighting desperately by itself in enemy territory in the northern sector of
BANGOON, At that time, because of the situation in the MALAY area, the southern
army had charge of the area army, which was studying the operation to recaptiee
RANGOON; but the 28th army gradually beceme short of rations,

9 |



o - - % 7 i b s = . s . e

"The SITTANG River flooded when the raihy season set in and the river basin became
a sea of mud, So operation was finally suspended, consequently, the area army
concentrated the main body of the 28th army to the east of the SITTANG River and
strengthened the position surrounding MOULMEIN in order to take up its task
of being the vanguard in the defense of !HIILAED, it alse planned the SITTANG
Battle. -

The main bedy of the 33rd army crossed the SITTANG River south of SITTANG
and occupied as many of the enemy as poe-ible. During this period, the 28th army
was ordered to cross the SITTANG River north of SITTANG and meve to the sector
east of the riper. The datc was set for 20 Jhly.

4, The Southern ' then decided to etrengthen the position= in the:
MALAY-THAILAND, and -INDO-CHINA areas by restoring the ctrength of an
infantry group withdrawn from the BURMA area, In June the 56th Division was
put under the command of the 39th army and the 55th Division, under the 38th
army. In August, the 3lst Division was put under the command of the 7th area
army; and the 33rd Division, under the 18th area army. .

Prior to this in June, the Grand Imperial Headquarters , the Southern
Army and the 39th army did not agree on the means of using the 37th Division-
but, in the middle of July was decided to transfer the division to MALAYA,

Details on the transfef of the 37th Division to MALAY, In view of
the situation in the BURMA area after the adoption of military control of
RHEENCH-INDO-CHINA, the southern army planned to transfer the 37th in April
to reinforce the positions in the cervical region of MALAYA, It was immediately
transferred to BANGKOK and placed under the command of ‘the 39th army.

In May, gs the BURMA situation became critical, the problem arose as to
whether the 37th Division should be stationed in THAILAND or to plan to recaphuee
RANGOON by throwing the force into the BURMA area, or to sufficiently strengthen

~ the MALAY positions, at that time the leading eche on of the 37th Divieion had
. arrived and was responsible for the strengthening of defenses surrounding
. . BANGKOK; the rear echelon was still in Northern FRENCH-INDO-CHINA, In the: .
*mgputhern sector of BANGKOK, _transportation was st a s&gndstill due to the ah;gg:‘_;t
: “ing -of ratfons t6 MALATA and the trenspontation of the 70%h-t~d, Mixhd. Brigade — -
Y .. " to southern MALAY, as weill as t ths L ing_gnd dammage by*?ioud ¢
]
: The 39th Army reported several time on the gtationing of the 37th
division in THAILAND, The Grand Imperial Headgquarters also considered this;
but in July after a careful examination, the southern army avpointed the lead-
ing echelon to undertake the strengthening of defenses in the vicinity of
BANGKCK, while under the command of the 39 army. Meanchile, the main body
which was waiting for the arrival of the 2°nd Division was to be transferred to
northern MALAYA and to come under the commend of the 7th area army. Its arrival
in MALAYA was scheduled for about the end of August A

5. At the end of June, a staff officer was despatched from the Grand
Imperial Headquarters. Confidential talks were car ied out about the overational
plan of the southern army and other important matters. At the end of July,
As-istant Chdef of Staff WACHI was dispatched to TOKYO in response to an order of
the Grand Imperial Headcuarters. He reported on the situation of the southern
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army as well as impertant matters concerned with the eperation. In particular
liaison was ob tained, as well as a definite plan concerning the éndependence
of the JAVA and SUMATEA AREAS and the reorganization of the pesitiens. On 4

August the necessary order was uma but the war came te an cm! without its being
carried out.

Paragraph 3 War Situation in the PHILIPPINE AREA. ' 3

Communication with the l4th area army was cut in the middle of June. The
area army hud.qurtor- seemed to have transferred to FANDAN on 25 June.

Paragraph 4 Bitunion in the BORNEO nu.

On 8 June, a part of the AUSTRALIAN ARMY landed at LABUAW Island and then
" at BALIK PAPAN on 1 July with approximately 5000 men. The 37th sy clese by
coopérated with the army and navy; but it could net display any effective strength
in its pctions. The ememy air base in the BOENEO area was conplotod Strict se=-
curity was then required against the attack towards SINGAPORE,

Paragraph Situation in the other areas.

1. In the North SUSTRALIAN area, the speedier withdrawal of troops was
required; and the plan of withdrawing troops was changed in July.. The area in
which the withdrawal could be made easily was first decided, and the immediate
reinforcement of the SINGAPORE area was planned.

2, The preparations en SINGAPORE Island beceme more urgent; artillery
forces were transferred from the SUMATRA and JAVA areas for the reorganizatien
of a d.i'rlsion of the SINGAPORE defense unit.

€

 Paragraph 6 The situation of the 3rd Air Army.

After the decisive battle of the PHILIPPINES, the 3rd Air Army was fighting
heroicaly performing several duties at the same time. However, at the end of

ok June, it roeoivo@ the order that its main body must be transferred to the TAIWAN

i ~decided that 5. ﬁ.;htnrhngimni;. 2 Ind, Companies, 1 light
bubar ‘regiment and 3 heavy bomber regiments would De withdrawn and transferied;

2. Oon:torli.ng ‘to the above mentioned order, the FORMOSAN army, the CHINA
Expeditionary Force and the socuthern army conplotod their transfer with compar-
itizely light lesdes. .

3. Furthermore, the air strength of the southern army was greatly weakened;
and any operation needing air support was not desirable.

P.ragrcph 7 Termination of the War. o

m southern army conquered all difficulties in the forth of certain victory
in the decisive battle of the homeland. The commander in Chief and his subordin-
ate pressed the completion of the preparations for the defense of the homeland
by strengthening the defemses on the INDO-CHINA peninsula and the stmategic
areas surrounding SINGAPCRE. Then, it suddenly received an order on the
termination of the war. All efficers and men suspended their combat operations.
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The situation at the end of the war and immediastely afterward was genmerslly as
follows: : _ :

1. The southern army received reports about the Empire's ending of the war
from about 10 August; but was not known whether it was true or not., In additien
reports concerning the army were cenflicting.  However, on the 15th, the Imperial
Rescript on the ending of the war was received. The commander i3 chief invited
the 7th area army commander, the 3rd air ammy commander, the commander in chief
of the 10th area Fleet and ma of Staffe of each unit which were under the direct
command of the General Headquarters at DARLOT. He stated that the southern army
shéuld receive the Imperial Rescript respectfully and should comply with His -
Majesty's wishes. He made the necessary arrangements te suspend operations.
However, in the area engaged in battle, the situation not easily centrelled.

Due te the necessity of negotiation to suspend operations in each sector, the
southern army ordered on 22 August that each unit in each secter could negotiate
with the frontal ememy concerning the steps.

2. The southern W.Ku 24 August, managed to place the 38th army nerth
of Lat. 16 N. and the l4th area army under the direct command of the Commander
in Chief of the CHINA Expeditionary Force and the Grand Imperial Headquarters,

On the 30th, the 18th Army was excluded frem the Southern army battle order
of the 8th area army. -

3, On 21 August, the Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces demanded that
immediate steps for surrender should be taken. He requested an interview with a
plenipotentiary delegate on 23 August at RANGOON. The southern army delegate
Chief of Staff NUMATA, departed from SAIGON on 25 August, and on the 26th met
with representative BROWNING, the Chief of Staff of the Allied Forces, carried
out the necessary talks with him and recedved a copy of the document for the
surrender which would be signed later,

4. On 12 September, the Southern army representative, General ITAGAKI
accompanied by Gemeral KIMURA, Lt. Gen. KINOSHIRA, Lt, Gen. NAKAMURA, Lt. Gen.
SHIBATA placed his seal on the historical document of surrender to the Alljed -
9% SINGAFORE, The time was 1341 hours.
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(The position of the southern army at the end of the war is shown
the inserted figure No. 2.)
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