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PREFACE

Through Instruction Ho. 126 to Jhpanese Government, 12 Oct 45, entitled
"Institution for war hecords Investigation", steps were initiated to exploit
military historical records and official reports of the Jepanese iiar kinistry
and the Japanese General otaff.® Upon the dissolution of the iar Ministry
and the General >taff, and the transfer of their former functions to the Ue-
mobilization Bureau, the general research job continued and resulted in the
development of a series of historical monographs, letailed instructions
covering the preparation of these monographs were included in wemoranda 15
December 1945 and 21 November 1946, subject "Japanese Operational distories'.

The basic material contained in this operational record was developed
by former officers, on duty in command and staff units within major units
during the period of operations. It should be noted at once, that the enor-
mous destruction by aerial bombardment and fire has practically wiped out
the Tokyo records; much of this materiel ras reconstructed from memory,

The paucity of original orders, plans and unit journals, which are
normally essential in the preparation of this type of reccrd, most of
which were lost or destroyed during field operations or bombing raids ren-
dered the task of compilation most difficult; particularly distressing has
been the complete lack of official strength reports; normal in aG or G-3
records. idowever, while many of the important orders, plans and estimates

have been reconstructed from memory and therefore are not textually identi-

cal with the originals, they are believed to be generally accurate and re-
liable., Further data as a result of continuing research and the otcasional
recovery of hitherto unavallable orlglnal documents will be covered in the
subsequent publication of "supplements" by the Uemobilization Bureau.
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The action under this memorandum and inciuental detailed instruc-
tions, waich followed, were initiated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2,
G4, charged with responsibility for execution of the program under G.0.
No. 9, SCAP, 2 October 1945,

In order to protect the interest of the United States, in the ex-
ploitation of Japanese wilitary Information, sub-paragraph 4 of G.0. No, 9
further provided for the screening of eaemy documents and established in-
ventories in Japanese Governmental archives. Careful examination of the
first records submitted by the Japanese Government in the summer of 1946
detected a misconception on the part of the Japanese as to what should be
included in comparative histories; in a memorandum issued by assistant
Chief of Staff, G-2, on 21 dovember 1946, the Imperial Japanese Govern-
ment was directed to record the operations of the Japanase“forces more
extensively., The G-2 Bection thereafter assumed coordination of the ens
tire program, including theg establishment of a small historical research
section within the aTIS (A%iied Iranslator and Interpreter Section.)






Alr Opergtion Record —(MALATA)

Part {tuation ; ki

Chapter 1, Enemy Situatfon . ;
A. The BRITISH Situation at MALAY
B, Sttuation at STAK and BURKA.

T h or, tion o ir C
Part TII, Preparation for the Operation

>

Chapter 1, Freparation by the 15th and 25&1 Army.
Chapter 2, Preparation by the 3rd Air Corps.

A, Establishment of the Air Base,

B. Plans of the operation,

C. Dispersal of the farces. ~

Part TV, Practical operation.
Chapter 1. Cooperatfon in the landing operation of the 15th and 25th Apmy
Adva.n: untts, the Northern BUREA Preliminary Air Operation, and the co-
operation with the 15th Army 4n 3ts advance to ST4k. A
: Chapter 2.  Air opefation in Central MALAY and -coopemt'on in the operation
of the 25th Army aga‘nst the KEDAM State. ~ ~ :
Chapter 3. Cooperation in the operat‘!‘on of the 25fh Army against -#m and
SEPJI'GGBUL States.

: {
Chapter 4. Coopergtfon in the cperdatfon of the 25th A my against NEGRT

. SEREMBAN
SENBTRAN States aid the air operation in STNGAFORE.

Chapter 5. Cooperation in the operation of the 25th Army agatnst STNGAPORE.

Part V, Sttuation 15 tha rear,

Chepter 1, Situation of supplies and the loss and replacement of men, .

N

A, Loss and supply of Planes,
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B. Other supplies.

C. Fuel and ammunition,

D, Loss and replacement of 'personnol.







Chapter 1 == Enemy Situatt oﬁ.
A, The BRTTTSH Situation.
Bnemy situatfon-at MALAY. .
The positions of the BRITISH Infantry Units on nmr' uA known at the

beginning of November 1941 are indicated in the attached map # 1.

Situation of the Atr Force in RALAI.
© Although the position of BRYTTSH Afr Force n MALAY was not clear,
it was ¥nown that new afrfields and bomb sh-ltoru:—:mn boing constructed.
The main strength of the atr force seemed to be stationed in STNGAPCRE,
with about 3 squadron of 2 engine medfum bombers sca.t.-t-red e bout the
KOTAERARU a*rf*elc.i.l The bay of STAM aeemed to be guardod closely,
Thg situation of BRYTTSH Air For{o in MALAY as known at the end of
November is indicated in the attached map # 2.
‘ The effectiveness of the ehomy Air Force in MALAY.
BLENHETH ddu'blo engine med{um ‘bomﬁer made up the matn force of bomber
units and trafned for land operatfon, day and night flying and bombing by
group or single.  Tndicatfons showed that 't.ﬁey were to cooperated with
. ground operation and not aerial.
BifFFALO planes made up the fighter units and was tratned for defensive
air tactics only. ‘
The torpedo bomber units made up of old fashioned SWORDFTSH type plan
rece’ved intensive traf‘ning and were statfoned in SELETAR airfields,
They had about 500 tons of torpedos and no more.
B, S4tuation in S™AM and BURMA,
Sttuation of the SMAEESE Army.
Tn order to preserve neutrality, the SARMESE Army began making the follow-
ing preparation £or the qv_entual War., .
1, Since the 15th :}' November, a reserve army of 250,000 men was mob!lized,
2+ The Eastern Border Patrols were increased, :
The ma'n strength of STAM 'Air Force were deployed _along the Eastern front.
Freperation was completed in the latter part of Novom'borl..
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The Enemy S4tuation at BURMA
The situation of the en_eiw air force in nont‘l;arn STAK a.nd BURNA as
known up to the end of November is indicated in iho aﬁtachod map # 3.
The enemy air force in BURMA, strengthened its a*!rflold and 4n-
. creased 1ts personnel., About 70 of the planes were doployod as follows;
7dNGoo
Fighter planes =---=- about 25 planes
Bombers ==== gbout 16 planes
MINGALODON -
Fighter planes ---= about 10 planes
Bombers _were about 10 planes
HOULKETY and WELGGE '

‘Few planes,

Cliapter 2 o Our s 8ituibhus
A, General Situation, : -
The southern irmy General Headquarters was established fn SATGON on
4Ah "o Dadenbers - ‘ .
The 25th Army was set @_*n.sm on 3rd of December,
The qdva.ncad unite of the 15‘th Army were atationed in SETMREAP and
western BIISAT and were prepnr*ng for an advance into STAK.
B. Sttuation fo the 3rd A*r For ce,
G_n the 6th of llovember, the 3rd Air Corps was transferred from the
VE:v:padit* onary Force in CHTHA to the Southern Apmy. A néw battle order was
made by the 2rd A'r Corps, and according to the deployment plans of the
Southern Army &run‘on 15th of November (refer to Part 2,) the 10th Air
Crop, the €3rd Tndependent Air Unit, and others were placed under to com=-
mand of the 3rd Air Crops, Preparation for the o;.)crat* on aga‘nst the strong-
Peints in the Southern Areas were made and on ﬁ:nc-mbor‘ 6 deployment of the "
_Air Force to Southern FRENCH-TNDO CHTNA was completed. :







The orgainzation and strength of the 3rd Air Corps are as follows:
M Corps Commander - Lieut. Gen. MTCHIYO SUGAWARA.
2. The 3rd A;i,r Corps Haadq;mrtora;
3+ The 3rd Air Corps. - ey
a. The 3rd My Growp Headquarters, S e
b. The 59th Air -Fleat (f1ghters)
*. Model 1 === 21 planes.
Model 97 == 3 planes. ; . -
c. The 27th Atr Fleet (1ight bmmbers)
Model 99 =- 28 planes
d. The 75th 4ir Fleet C :
lodel 99 (doubie ‘:ngined) -- 25 planes
e. The 90th Air Fleet (1ight]bombers)
Model 99 (double engined) -- 23 planes
4. The 7th~Air Groups.
a., The 7th Air Group Headquarturs.
b, The 64th Air Fleet (fighters)
Model 1 === 35 planes
Model 97 == 6 élams
¢, The 12th Air Fleet ‘(heavy bomber)
‘Model 97B - 27 planes
d. The 60th Afr Fleet (heavy bombers)
~ Model 97B -? planes
e The 98th Atr Fleet (heavy bombers)
lodel 99B = 42 planes
5. The 12th Air Groups
= a, The 12th Air Group
b. The 12th Air Group Headquéd¥iters
c. The 1st ASr Fleet (fighters)
Hod"el 97 == 42 planes
d. The 1lth Afr Flest (£ghter)
l!,ode%l. 9'}‘ == 39 planes
6. 'The 15th Tndependent Air Fleet

N

. 8. 15th Tndependent Atr Fleet Headquarters




7.

8.

10,
11.

12,

a

14,
15,
16.
17
18,
19.
20,

b. 50th Tndependent Air Sg,gdron (reconnatssance)
liodel 100 == 2 planes
Model 97 == 3 planes
c. 5lst Tndependent Afr Squadron (reconnaissance)
Model 100 == 2 planes e
Model 97 -= 3 planes
The Sl.st Air Fleet (reconnaias@)
Nodel 100 -- 6 planes
"'Model 97 ==20 planes
The lst Air Sector Headquarters °
The 7th Air Sector Hea.dquar'_tare
The 12th A*-zl- Sec_tdr Headquarters
The 15th Afr Sector Hesgquarters N
The 18th Atr Sector H;adquarters
_The 36th Airfield Battalion (reconnaissance)
The 82nd Airfield Battalion (reconnaisgance)
The 15th Afrfield Battalion (fighte}s) : i
The 2lst Airfield Battalion (fighters) :
The 22nd Afrfield Battalion (fighters)’
The 4lst Airfield Battalion (fighters)
94th Airfield Babtalion (fighters)
The 27th Afrfield Battelion (1ight bombers)
The 35th A*rfield Battalion (1light bombers)
The 91st Airfield Battalfon (14ght bombers)
The 93rd Afrfield Battalion (11ght bombers)
The 17th Afrfield Battalion (heavy bombers)
The 23rd Afrfield Battalion (heavy bombers)
The 92nd Airfield Bs.ttal{on (heavy bombers)
The 96th Atrfield Battalion (heavy bombers)
The 29th Afrfield Company (reconnaissance)
The 2rd Afrffeld Company (rer‘:onnaf!asance} ;
The 5th Afrfield Company (fsgliters)
The BBré Alrfield Company -(ff!ghto'rs)

The 6th Afrfield Company (1light bombers)
The 1Rth Afrfield Compeny (11ght bombers)



34'

35.
3.
i,
3.
.
40,

4R
43,

45,
46,
47,
48.
49.
50,
'51.

22,
534
54e
55.

56,
57.
58.
59,

60,

The 7th .Air(gld Company (heavy bombers)
The 9th Afrfield Company (heavy bombers)
The 15th 44r Signal Unit (excluding a section)
The 25th Afr Stgnal Unit
A seﬁt‘don of the lst Afr Tntelligence Unit,
The 16th Air Tntelligence U it :
The 4Oth Atreraft Locayer Company
The 12th Afr .'I‘ranaport Con;lpam'.
‘The 5th, 6th, 7th, end 8th Afrfield Construction Unit.
A section of the 12th hfonautical Repair Unit ’
A section of the 15th Field Air Unit -
The 20th AL Regiment '
The 32nd Field AA battalion (B)
The 36th Fleld A4 Battelfon (B)
The 280th and ZBlet\':’n_dapendent Notor Pool Compates
The lst Transportation Compaies
~The 86th Transportation Compalnes
The 67th, 66th, 69th, and 70th Ground Duty Compatfes
The 80th and &1th Ground Duty Compantes
The 43rd Construction Company
. The 4Eth Conatruct*c;n Company % e
The 10th Afr Grm;p (1 air fleet each of fighters, light bombers,
and reconnatssance squadron)
The &3rd Independent Air Unit (3 réconna*#sance squadron)
The 40th Afrfield Battalfon (f1ghters)
The 97th Airfield Babtalion (1light bombers)
A section of the 1st Afr Signal Regiment (1 company each of
telephone and wirelees company)
The lst Meteorologfcel Batta.ton Headquarter
The 1st and 8nd Meteorol®Bgical Companies
The 25th Keteorological Unit .
204 Company of the 13th Special Ar Transport Unit
The 15th Spectel Afr Transport Unit ‘
The 7th Special Atr Transport Unit

The 25th Afr Sector Unit




67, The 17th end 18th Shipping Departaent

68. The 160th, 167th, 1€4th and 190th Trensportatson Companies.
P : '

Chapter.1 =- The Operation of the 25th and the 15t.i: Arny.
A. Plans :

1. The 25th drmy will land the matn force of the 5th Division
in Southern STAM at the begimning of the battle, And immediately thereafter,
they wtll advance to the PERAK River line to capture and establish airfields
and vital points. The main force will teke KUALA LUNPUR ag qﬁfckly"as possible
and after the occupation of the rear sector is completed thejfw*ll advance to=
ward JCHOREStrafts in conjunction with the advance of the 3rd Air Corps,

2. The 25th Army reserve will attack PENAKG bywey of Southern
STAM, while the 5th Divisfon advance to the western coest of VALAYA,

‘3. According to the prevailih situation, one corps will be
landed in the area between KUANTANG and MERSTN&to ease the operatfon of the
main force,
; 4Ls Tn order to capture SINGAPORE Fortresa; the army will make
concerntrated lightning attack from the eastern flank of JOHORE Bridge.

5. A detachment will be landed in KOTA ENARU area to take
ensmy c'v.irf-!ald bﬁ ¥ . 1 day ~to make the operation of _tho main force sasier

B. Yutline of opera‘t*.onal instructfon
T.. The movement of 5th Division (the first landing umit)

6. The 5th Divisfon will leave SAli ares at 1000 hours of
X - / days under the protectfon of the Navy. They ‘will select a route pat-
rolled by JAPANESE planes stati{oned in Southern FRENCH ~-INDO CHINA.

On X day the 5th Divisfon with tts full force will land stngle units at SONG
KHLA anchorage, TAPEWand FATTANT anchorage and capture airfields there,

At the same time without losing an opportunity a . strong unit will be s ent to\ .
-HAT YAT, SADAC and BENTONG area t‘g occupy strategic points there and establish
communication lines, '

7. The varfous area landing untts strength will be decided by

considering theft future use and are as follows: '




T =0

1. SONG FMLA Area
Diviston Headquarters
9th Tonfantry Brigade
Main Force of 5th Gaiaalry Regiment
Mgin Force of 5th Field kt!nﬁ Regiment
Ma'n Force of 5th Enptneer Regiment
Untts: d4rectly under command of Diviston
Air Units concerned.
2, TAPE irea '
% : 1 Battalfon of 42nd Tofantry Rog*..mntl
4ir Units concerned '
3. PATTANT Area
Main strength of Aan Tnfantry R;giment ‘
’ a sector of 5th Field Artillery Regiment
8., Tumediately after the landing opdration 4s completed
(on about X = 5 days) the m;n force 6fthe 5th Division will fnvade the .
border from mm area whfle a un't will 4nvade from BEKTONG area and
advance toward PEXAK River line. They will capture r-f,yer crossings, ALOR
STAR, SUNGET PATANT, TATPING airfields and cooperate. in the advance of the
3rd Afr Group Matn Force, Together with the landing of the sencond wave
on X - & day they will immediately advance toward KUALA LUMPUR { expect at
X - 15 day) after the occupatfon of the rear area is completed.
If the situation pemj!.fr‘a » one unit will advance deep into Southern area
and try to capture communicatifon Eey points.
9+ After KUALA LUNPUR 4s captured, the troops will advance to-
ward JOHORE Strait and try to t ake the JOHORE Bridge.
10, They will avoid mny fighting against STAK Army stationed
“4in Southgrn SIAK, TIf the Sm interferes with our plans we will attack
with full force,
b II. The DAMI Detachment movemg{nta_.
11, The DAMT Detachment will advance hand ‘n hand with the

main force pf the 5th Divisfon. After making a force landing on X == day

they will advapce to KOTA BHARU pirfield ‘mmediately and capture 1t, Thep

they will a*d in the landng of army main force.
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However if the situation does not permit, they will follow up the landing
of the 5th D-lv*_a*..o.n main f-orce. ‘On X - day at 0000 hour.
In case the landing is extended it will be decided by the Army -Navy com=-
mandérs conference by 1000 hours of X - 1 day ﬁnd the convoy will wa.ﬁ:. in
the vicinity of PHU QUOY Tsland for an opportun{ty. :

12. The Pirst n*z;f*eld the DANT Detachment must capture will be
the a.*.rf*gld northeast of KOTA HHARU and 4f the situation pen;a*ta they will
quickly TANAMERAMand KUALA BEST atrfield. '

13. The DAMI Detachment will progress toward TREHGGANU !and
KUANTANG District by boats in accordance with operation-prbgi'us of the main
force. :

III. The Second Landing Movement of the 5th Diviai.o:_: and DANT Detachment,

14, The troops of the 5th Division and DAKT Detachment to&“ the

‘second landing will be assembled in CAk RANH Bay by X, - 3 days, and on X -
1 day they will leave under .the protection of naval fleet and on about X - g
day will enter SONGKHLA, PATTAHT and KOTABHARU anchorage to land.

Iv. Ac‘tio; of KONOYE Division
15, At the beginning of the operation, theA KéNOYE Division by
orders of t.hg 15th Army Commnndex; will leave a part of 4ts unit in Southern
FRENCH-TNDO China and topether with the establishing of 1ts safety, the main
force will advance to BANGKOK and'guard the afrfields and raflroad to gain

.a.dvanta.go for the 25th Aymy operation.

16. Th; main force driving forward toward BANGEOK will use railroad
and ships to advance to Southern STAM quickly 4n order to make the operatfon
of the 5th Division easfer, The units consisting of 3 infantry regiment as
1ta nucleus will make a effort to assembl_o at the rear of the 5th Division
by X =~ 1 day. ;

The r;ma4ning main force and the small unit at SATGON will pass through

South'ern STAH and assemble as quickly as Eosa‘lble in the rear of 5th Division,
They will be relieved of guard duty by the 55th DAyisdon, and accordng to the

situatton they will let the 5th Division drive forward and go before them.
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V. The Movement of the Army Main Force, . :

17. The army main force (main strength of the 18th Dfﬂ.ﬁion
and remaining strength of 5th D*_'vj_a*on) will assemble in the vieinity
of FORB‘.&A, and CANTON and on X = 25 day under the _pretsct*'.on of the
naval fleet the mafn force will land in the SONGKHLA, while a smell unit
will land in the vicinity of PATTANT and catch up wm_; the 5th Division.

18, The 18th Division will captm'mﬁ aF ao'oi;'u‘pogﬁ‘l-bio
and control the northern raaz- sector of the PERAK River line. 'I'hqy will

_84mplify the matn force southern flank operation and will prepara for
future operation. : .
VI. Movement of 56th Division, _

19. The 56th Division will follow the pr-ogress.of the main army
and will land +n area between KUANTANG and MERSTG and - advance toward . '
JOHORE Stratt to.assist the army matn force operstions. The Divisfon will
concentrate fts full strength fn MERSING, AYER TAWAR o.:d JOHORE Strait areas
as conditions permit.

VII. Movement of Army Headquarter,

éO. The A,my Combat Headquarter will leave SATGON on X - 15 day
to SANA, there board the RYUJO MARU., They w1l land at SONGKHIA on X day
together with the f4rst wave of the 5th Division, Later, following the
progress of bat’c.le situation they w!li advance to TATPTNG, KUALA LUMPUR and
KLUANG. -

2): The reﬁu;in{ng Headquarter 'J-n-'t will board ship at CAM RAHN
Bay by X - 2 days and together w'th the 5th D'vision second e they will
land at SONGKHLA. However, a portion of the unit will be left behfnd fn
SATGON to matintatn communtcat{on,

The outline of 15th A'rmy's Advance in STAM,

T l.. The 15th Army, on X day will aivance through the borders of

STAM apnd go through TNDO-CHINA to BANGKOK with the advance troop (3 infantry

and 1 artfllery battalion as 1ts nucleus) Of KONOYE Division under its comnand.,
2. The KAKHON landing unit ( 1 4nfantry battalion (minus 1 unit)

and 2 transport bessels oi' alr unit) of UNO Detachment (143rd m}ant.ry) Re-

giment as its nucleus) will n*t‘ aboard ship in the vietinity of PHU QUOC Island

and w!ll land fn anchorage on X day togethér_w!th our 5th Dw#a}:ion and capture

F 4

airfields.




The landfng untts (detachment strength) of D'ONG DONG, CHYEON PONG R gl
SHT4P area will follow the 5th Division from St. JACQUES and on the morning
of X day enter in anchorage. Thereafter they .v'*ll".!ﬁ.ﬁ{_ateij ca.p:ture BANG-
DOKG arfield and VTCTORTA Point,
CLhapter 2.-- The Operatfon Preparation of 3rd Afr Coi’p&.
Part Establigliment of Air

Constructing of air baao in Southarn FRENCE TIDO GHINA ﬂu an mportant
phase in the preparation of Southern area operat*on. Howevai! ‘bha a:my und
air corps overcame the numerous difficultfes to meet tht demmds of opnraﬂ Uns.
The numerous d*ff*cult*es are as follows: . -

1. FRENCH TIDO CHTNA being a red cley land becomee very muddy durfng
rainy aeasogs.w Thts prepsration of operation beinz made durfng the ra‘ny __
season forced them to fintsh the most d'fficult task in .a short time with greet
difficulties, : o |

. ~ B :

2. The ant?!-JAPAN attitude of FRENCH THNDO CHTNA made 1t difficult to get
Flastre (FRENCH TIDO CHTNA money) ; therefore the expense of the army was
restricted. o ‘ _

3.. Inconvinsent tramportat*on made 1t d1fficult to gether equ'pment and
building mater*al for a#rf‘!elda s labors and transportation.

s Due to the long commun'cation betwsen the homeland and FRENCH THDO
CHTNA, and the shortage of ships, jt' wes difficult to send supplies.

The 3rd Atr Corps Commendsr dispatched the staff end others to FRENCH TNDO
cHﬁIA units in mid -dctobor. At the same time he advanced the command post to
SATGON to take over the project., He devoted h*melf- 'n the completion of the
airfield. Ow*ng. to the suftable d*sposal taken by the Tmperial Geﬁeral Headquarter
and ‘t;hc preparation of a'r operatfon carrfed out by the stationary army of
FRENCH TiLC CUTRA he overcame the fore- mentioned d1fficulties and barely: succeeded
ir deploying all the tnit by the beginning of December,

The 3rd i'r Corps Headquarter was advanced to PIDOM PENE on December‘ 1.

£
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feport on accumulgtion of fuel and nmun"’bipﬁ. :
 Acoumiletion of fuel end ammm'tfon fn Southern FRENCE TNDO CHTEA
was not too successful due to contré&!ct*qn and deley in transportation.
The arrival of‘a"rplane belly t&:' and pom pom gun bholl_s were very few,
The Jrd Atr Corps accunulated barely enough o meet the demand just before

the battle commenced by opening & cmmn*ou.tion udtmaportat* on route,

I. Destruction of Operation, : _ | s _

1. The air corps cooperating with the ﬁavgl a}r 'unit,_{éa;d‘ﬂwal &r
Fleet) will destroy ERTTISH Atr Power in HALAYA at the begimning of the
battle, ' | '

_ *

Followtng the landing of the 2ith Army fn MALAY, the 2rd 4'r Corps wfll
aidvance tts base and at the sgme tine destroy enemy air power fn BUTMA, while
cooperating with the l§th Armyls opefh* on. '

2. 4 portion of the 3rd Corps will be used in the STAU-BURA erce, and
if necessary, they will desteoji the enemy's ailr power and at the same t*-me' co-

operate with the 15th Army operation.

II. Outline of cperation fnstruct?on, :

3., The matn air force will assemble (named the 1st Mass Assembly)
and deploy (called the Kedfun Deployment) in Morth FRENCE THDO CHTHA and
Southern CHINA. -

- At th's time & portfon will attack the CHTNESE Army ‘n order to camouflage

Uﬁr mcvement,

4s The main air force will advance to FRENCH TNDO Cﬂm(calle;i the 2nd
Assexble) and deploy (called the operatfon deployment).

In the first aasaultlthe 22nd Naval A'r Fleet will destroy enemy ;*r
power in the North BRTTTSH MALAY, |

5. Immedlately ater land‘ng, the edvance un‘t of hie 25th Army, on the -
castern scast; of NARY Fhcetiuis WMioid losing a moment w'll advance a
portion of the fighter end 1ight bomber watt. After theympture and repalr the

airfield the main force will advance to make the aerial exterm'nating uspa*gn S

a greater success,

%
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During this oporat*on, the a'r force will protect the mv*gat*on and landing
‘operation and cover the advance of the 25th Army. 7

6. The a‘r fleet will gfve necessary protection to the 25th h-m,y enroute
and during lending opefation on the eastern coast of NALAY Pennfnsula aﬁd-ther;a-
aefter ass'st in the operation.

7. From the beginning of the operatton the air coms vﬁll. engage n eut‘h*ng
off the ‘enzm,}x,s rear cp,,'mocatopm j;ome. attack votal po*nta ani 17 meuw
reconno’ ter enemy pos*t#oga. :

8. During the eariy s-ta_ge of the 15th Army operation *n BMA the atr
force will give necessary cooperation. - =

The progress of ermy operat®on progressed and great success waé obtn#néd ‘lnl
the BURMA enem.; aerial extermination campa‘gn by un*ts based *n Central S*AM.
This made the operat*on of the matn force much easier, The a*r fleet will co-.
operate ‘n the 15th Apmy operation., .

TII. Distribution of Groups. :

10, The Group will with the main force cooperate in the 25th j.rmy area

~ : 4L

operation while & small portfon will atd in the 15th Army area operation,

. AGén’ort‘:l{z&t‘f on, :

II. The main unit of the a‘r i"‘i.eet will deploy in Southern CHTNA and
Northern and c‘:ntmi FRENCH TIDO GHTNA (intermediate deployment) and later
deploy in Southern FREEGE THDO CEINA (;pgration deployment).

12, The assembly of ground forcess will be made by railroads and ships,
The ground unit before being transported to an assembly area w*i}, gather at
the potnt of embarkation to shorten the date of centralization.
¥ Nt of Geration

13, The Outline of intermediate deployment is shown +n the attached
Kap l~ b :

14. Jn the intermadiate deplbyment the atr force will make an attack on

strategic points 4n South CHTNA according to fhe following outline.

Novicaet”
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A, They will use the mfntmum force repuired fn order to c;npleto
the missfon., MNych effiort will be made t§ train the mewly distributed
troops 4n unit command and dr?ll(mainly cooperation of 1ight bombers and
fighter planes) The amy will try to avoid the cxhausﬂon of fighting
_power and attacks ﬂll be carried out once in 2 days. .

B. During the attack per*od the a-tr corp:w*ll mko tha :tol_'l.oﬁng
preparation for the next operation,

as Get acquanted with the terrain along the coaét line of
South FRENCHE TNDO CHINA. l
Necessary Staff Officers : s - &
All a'r squadron commanders and formation leaders.(by using Ehetr oo plan)
b. Freparation of rsconna-'.s\aance of operation deployment atrfields,
Each air group will have cne transport loaded to its capacfty with troops.
C. Operational aea of air group is ouﬂ*ned as followss
» 3FB -= Westernaea excluding\the connecting line between NANNTH

and KTYO -

7FB -- Easternaea including the above ment:oned 1line.
D. Acf_:ord-tng- to the sftuation a unit of.'?FB will carry out the attack
on KUNMING, In this attack they will use HANOT airfield as their fntomed*i—:_'fyw ;
‘baao. ries .

E. LOFB will not participate in this o-perat.mn, but will devote itself
for thg preparation of operatfon and also work for the acquisttion of supplies.
15. The deployment pos#tions.of atr unfts in South FRENCE TNDO CHINA

and Southern STAK at the beginning olf operatfon is indicated on the attached
maP # 5. _ -
16, The dfspositfon of air sector units at the beginning of battle are
as follows:
Ao The lst, 7th and 15th Air Sector Units will deploy in Central and
Southern FRENCH TIDO CHTNA. : : aE
B. The 12th and 18thbatr Sector Untts will progress forward together ﬂtﬁ

the a_dvahce untts of the 25th Army and establish afrfields in Southern STAM

near KO‘I‘ABMr.ea
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C, Following the advance of the 15th Army, the 15th A%r Sector Un*-t
will establish a‘r base in Central STAM, :
17. The position before the first assault and the capture a;'r;f*elda
in Southern STAK by the advance uhits are as follows,
# 1 == Outline for protecting areas qbims the ship transport groups.
& The f1ghter plan based in Southern STAM will be responstble
for protecting the convoy carrying the advanco @*_u'of the 25th Army
throughout the daytime of X - 1 day. | |
B. Matx object of pratect*én will &agoinat enemy torpedo plane,
Most of the protection unft strength wtll be directed on the western flank
of the transport route. - .
C. Leader of the 12th Afr Group will have command of the Protection
Force. - &
D. The protection of the iﬁth Army voyage will be decided according
to thé s‘tuation at that moment. : .
# 2 == Outline of preparatfon aga‘nst counter -attack,
2 A. TIf attacked by the enemy during the movement of the advance unit,
the corp will make fndividual connter-attack. ‘
B, Tn preparation of the afore mentioned offensive the projected
force of hie 1st assault will complete 1ts operat*onal deployment by the eve
of X == 3 days a:}d make preparatfon for the lst assault.
According to the weather, the lst assault un‘ts may carry out operatfonal
depioyment on X -- 4 days,. '
‘ C. The counter - attack position depends on the condftions of the
convoy protecting un‘t, strength and weather etc. Consideration must b;-g§ven
to the number of type 101 fighters and ma'n force of bombers available for gt-
tack, Starting time be fixed so they can return to the base by sundown.
D. The offensive outline *sl almost similar to the plans of the lst

assault, i

# 2 -- Outline for ':'hrry*ng out 1st assault. (Platmed assault)

Direction
When the advance units of the 25th Army lands at dawn, (t{na may be changed

accord*ng to the moon) the air oorps w*ll degtroy enemy afr pwei 4n Northern

; BRTTTSH MALAY, =




The ma‘n object w!ll be directed on enemy torpedo unit air f-!alds, ;
fighter plane untts w!ll concentrate on atraf*ng.
Qutdtne
4. Collection of Tptelligence Report.
a, The Tntelligence Sectfon will deploy in PHNOM PENH and
mainly gather &ir intelligence ﬁport in Northern BRTTTSH m!..
b. The untt cosmander of the landng party will g-!ve the waﬁtharf
report and progrese of the 25th Arw advance unit in the J.af. uaaul‘h.
B. Outline of Attack. S 'g
8. After the landing of the 25th Army advanced unit on Iﬁqy’,'
the atr force will destroy enemy torpedo and bomber planes in llim"t'hm .
BRYTTSH MALAY, with *ncendtary and fragmentat*on bouhe, Geoibted enemy
plane will be strafed, '
C. 'Outline of Attack target and deployment stremgth.,
g, Flan #1 -- When enemy torﬁe&o planes are 'atnt*one_d in the vicini-
ty of KOTA BHARU and\ﬂze matn force of the enemy bombers are at KEDAR,
3FB (minus 27FR) and 62FR
Enemy torpedo plane atrfield. - _ >
Tn KOTA BHARU and TRENGGANU area and also in SONGKHIA and BATTANT
depend*ng on the situation.
7TFB == Enanw bombers in Hurthorn BRTTTSH MALAY (ma‘nly heavy bombers)
Afr unit airfields (ALCR STAR, SUNGET PATTAN™ PENANG, TATPTNG,
KETTL, AYER TA?!&.R)‘
81FP -- A recornatssance un't, however will take part in the sttack
if the 22nd Naval A*r Fleet cannot partfcipate by mting as batt attract-
ing enemy fighter pllnes-*n the vicinity of STRGAPCRE.
12FE -- Beside escorting cclg\voya t;he:,' will protect a‘r bases in
Southern FFEE‘:C!{\‘IDO CHTYNA and care for the attack units.
b. Plan '{*' 2°== T sttack enemy torpedo plgina main strength, when
the planes are at KOTA BHARU and TRENGGANU afrfi eida.
2FB (m*nus 27FR)

W11 attack torpedo and bumbar
7FB (m*nus 98 and &4FR)

, planes at KOTA BHARU and
Atr Ratders (manus 50FCS)

. TRENAGGITY air fields, :
62FR ) , e




98 FR ' o m: attack 5, uirf'olda e
64 FR 9 planes only mm s'ran smew mrm,

50 FC® . TA]‘PTRG,__M- BATAS area.
12 7B

¢. Plans #1 and #2 are mado 8o 4tmboom{_"6ut' |

Sintlar to plan #1

by squadrons or formatfons. However, *f good mthor(_pamh:a ccm-
plete attack wtll be made ‘n dirdtion of the matn pmr to BhO'l t.ho o
-enemy our concentrated strength. _ o :

d. Tn every case, the attack will be exacuteé m{mt anemy m*n
forces at 30 minute intervals.
D, - Searching of Reconnaissance Un*t is aa Followas

50FC® -- From the western side of HATRYO mounta,*ns (*ncluded)to

TRENGGANY

the northern s#ae of line between TREEEGEEN and PERAK Valley.

51FC5 . . _

 70FG®-- Eastern area of HATRYO mo\mta*ns (*ncluiod to the nort.hern.

‘stde of 1'ne betmn TRENAGGHU sgd PERAK River Volley).

81FC° -- Areas south'of TRENAGGIU and PERAK River Valley line.

E. Starting Zase,

TFB

2FB (r_.e*nus 27FR) Operational deployment atrfields will
70 FC® be used, - ; :
E2FR

However, G4FR will use KOMPONG TRACH (advance on eve of previous

day.)
: 12FB -~ w1l use SOC TRANG or PHU QUOC ‘l'sland or KOMPONG TRACH

as base to protect convoys,

Other in'ts will use present base,
Ll

F. 10FB(minus 62FR) will cooperat}d‘ractly with the 15th fpmy in
the BURMA area,
G. Heteorological Control Sysfom.

Tmmedfately after :ompiet*ng 't.he 1st att,, ’ the metenmlog#-
«cal control system 7411 be cm-aed out tn chn‘nmo CHINA., (lfter

advance is made the con»rol systen wﬂl be set up uckly.)




e - ; - : ! 4 _
e ; . 2 .

H, Army and Navy igreement w1l be dacﬂgﬁ ;.ftar the cqncﬂ-.!;swﬁ
of the Tmperial lsadquarter agreement, o -

T. Others, 7 ‘ _

a. The fighter units of the KEDAM State airfield at_'tapi':. force
wtll refusl at a'rfields captured by advance units and mutrctum
to home base in FRENCH TKDO CHINA. This s the sta.ntiard rulg. . '

V ~be The lst attack unit will prepare for the next oparat‘!on as

soon as they return from the previous mfssion. : o
‘c. The 12FP willwait fn readiness for pnzrsu*ng"_enéu:ﬁ bl_n'm_:l_.

d. Tf the airborne units are a ttaéhad-, they will be uaod in
the 25th Apmy advance operation *n KEDAM State and atr merm'm- ;
ting cepatgn, They may also be used in capturing ommy a‘-!rf'teld.a."

18, Positions until the captgrn and completion ef‘-\alrf-lc_ld by ad-
vance units are as follows: ' . 7

4. 12 FB and 27FB will quickly advance toarfield n Southern STAM
and protect the ad;ance untts base. At the same time th;y will cooperate
will the ;nvad*ng operation of the 3rd and 7th FB (air Br%'ga.des). and bat-
tle advancerun*t. During th's tine the 27FR will be under the comma.nd of
the 12FB leader.

B, The 3FB w11l quickly advance to the Southern STAK airfield and
while coniinuing the afr exterm‘nating campa'gn, will directly cooperate :
with ground operat*oh of advance units,

C. The 7FB and 62FR will continue *‘ts former duty and i1f conditton
permts they will go into action using the a-frf*eld 'n Southern STAL as 1ts
advanco.d base. Vital po‘nts of PENANG Tsland will be attacked :f situa-
1 on allows, ‘

-D. The 10FB (minus 62FR) wtll take part in the air exterminating cam=
Paign of BURIA and at the s ame time they will cooperate d%re.ctly with the
15th Army's operation. A

19. The alr sector umit advancing together with the advance untt of
the 25th Aix:my will first of all ;;*cﬁy establish bases in the following

manner,




Ny
4. Runway area and all quarters will be completed atj.- ﬁ;.ms can
land or leave safely.
-‘B. Establish conmtm'cat*on ayatem.
e Prepm supply and loading works for fuels and bombs .
D. Acquire necessary equipment for inspecting and assenbling air-
planes, . -
E. MNake afr and ground protect*on. Camauflaga, covar, duperaqon
and protact* on of planes.
F. Bittet personnel.
G. Complete traffic and debarkation system. _
H, FPrepare supplementary work of atrfield and rapa.*;?hig bomb craters.
. 20, The movement and action of the ﬁt a.dvt:mco afr unfts in Southern
STAN 1s as follows: : .
A, Following the advencenent of the base 1r<Southern STAl, the 12th
FB and 27FR w!ll promptly proceed 6ne after another. (by X - 1 day]
they will protect the anchoring area of the udva.nop. units cooporsﬁng with
the 3ﬁ FB, 7FB, dnd_a part of 10FB in their advancing operation.
B. If situatfon perm'ts on advance',‘. the 83!;8, and part of 31FR (or
full strength) will go. '
C. All aforementfoned units will be nnder the command of the 12 FB
leader at one tlr‘ue.
D. With the situation the command post of the a'!‘r corps headquarter
cr intelligence post will be advanced to SONGKHLA. : -
7 E. The atrfteld expercted $o be used for the advance of the 1st wave
"are & follows:

SOKGKHLA -- TFR -- 12 FB

]
|

PATTANT -=-- 11 FR- 27FR

- Papt of the 83FS and 31FR will go tb the aBove ment!oned a-lrf!,ldg
f4rst and their to TAPIIwhen it 18 qmpleted.

F. The lst advgﬂce un?tswwill have the following atbached transport
unfts,. .

12 FB == approx'*mtoly 2 squadrons

27 I'-'R -- gpproximately 1 squadron
, :




A S » 9

21, The followtng facts ae for bhe 2nd advance un't to Southern STAM

A. Advance strengbh_. :
Remaining part of 1st a'r wave.
The matn strength of 3#1 FB
Air Corps Headquarters.
B. Disposals of trooPs are-as follows:
The a'r' corpsheadquartersand 1FR, 12FB, 11F" and 27FR ia

SONGKHLA mnd FATTANT. ‘ .

TAPM -- 50 FCS, 6/FR, 81FR ( matn force) 90FR as ﬁvmco unlit
must consider to land the 981‘: and type 100 headquarter reconnais-
sance planes a .

TRANG -=-3rd Afr Brigade Headquarter, 59 FR and 51FCs, :

TRANS will be used temporarily by other units acoézd!ng to the weather

situatfon, ‘ -

NAKHON -- 75 F¥,

23, I% the 25th A:!:mt is sucessful n capturing atrfield groups in
KEDAA State at fie beginning of battle, the following are expected.

A. &céofd*ng i degree of necess'ty ‘n direct cooperatfon with
ground campa‘gn, the frequent cha::!gos of troops distribution will be as
follows: ‘

3rd¥8E 75FR 9 R "

27FR 11IR

If situation pernits a part of 70 FCS, 31FR and 83FS(mtnus 89FCS)
will be attached.

(7FB), 15FS, 50FCS, 5IFCS, 6OFR, 12FK, 98FR, 59FR, 64FR. If situ-

ation allows a part or full force of 62FR will be attached,

(81FR), ‘Lll’.FB), 1FR (mimus 1 acqja.dron), 11F% also a part 77 FR

will be attac'hed if condition allows.

B. Follow!ng the capture of KEDAM State, the usage oﬂ"%lri‘ielda will
depend on the situgtiona that time; ea‘pac*ally the completion of Southern
STAM a*rf*el&s, number of captured afrfields and ts estimated damage.

The following are the disposal of various air brigade,

.
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" AYER TAWAR .

ALOR STAR main force 6f 3FB

SATSTRU

Southern area of NAKHON (included) 7FB *f situatfon pernits

Southern STAN airfields . a part or full force of

10FE. -

KOTABHARU atrftelds will be used by naval ZERO f*ghto_r m!.ta;z_ however
if necessary a part of army TRENAGGNU and STNGAPORE attgck units will be
attached, _ ‘

C. The a‘r transport gguadron to be attached to the 2nd assault ad-
vance unit will be decided separately,

23, The outline of BURMA aerial operation are as follows:

#1 of 1ts plan, ' | _

A, Firs‘p the air nuits will destroy a*‘{ power in BURMA and
gain a‘r superiortiy and at the same tfme cut off enemy communtcation route
in the MALAY area. -

Bs In the\ground operation, the air corpswill edoporat.e tn m#h*l;ti"-.
BURKA Arnw and also the CHTNESE Army which 48 expected to invade from the
South-eastern CHTNA. ' :

#2 of plan. :

A, A part or full force of 10FB will be used and f necessary the
7FB wi11 also be used. ‘ |

B. The féllowing are the a irfields expected to be used.

Mﬁ DOMUAKR PRACHIN DURI PHITSANULOK
SackerLny ™ R
If necessary CHIANG MAT, LAVPANG airfields,
C. The following are ajrfields expected to be attacked.
o VYCTORTA Point
o RANGOON ‘
" TOUNGOO  *f necessary LOTDEN, LASHTO, TAVOY, MERGUT airfields,

25
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De Outlﬁm of airfield attack.

When the air corp-cannot use too much pmvd in BURMA areas on account
of the Southern MALAY operatfon, the attack orders are as followss

| a. The a‘r corp will continously destroy landing u‘é; of enemy
airfield and decrease the activities of enemy air power, This will be re-
peated over and over on VTCTORTA Pé*‘.nt and RANGOOK. .

b. When mtlttary strength of the Southern MAIAY operation !s
available a crushing blow will be dealt on the a!’rf-'eld# at VTCTORTA
Potnt and RANGOON at the opportune time. | : .

E. The atr corps-d*recg cooperation with the 15th Army wtll be dectde
on the situation at that t.*mo.

F, Attacking of vital points will be apocially stressed ‘n the RANGOON
area. _

G, Tn the attack of VICTORTA Point the a‘r corp iR keep in touch
with the 15th Army. '

24. During this period of cperation, the air corp disirict headquarters
will be extablished, Th's headquarter will be in command of all sector
units in STAM and HALAY area. -

25, Following the advance of the 10FE main force in Central ST—AH,

a sub-unit of the air supply dump wi1l be fndividua)ly pushed forward to

~ BANGKOK and SONGKHLA (also fn ALOR STAR depending on the. situation).

26, Following the completion of airfields in Southern STAM, the main
force of 7FB will use TAPE as an advance base.
The meteorlogical condition east of the MALAY HATRYO range and the
battle -situation of BURMA area will determine the 7FB advance. The mntire : -
force will invade STAM and will 1a.ter be used in the grea west of MALAY
HATRYO range\to BRTTTSH MALAY. Tt will alslo;be used in the BURMA and
CHH:ESE Army operation. .
2'?: The me'Lhod of operation, to be u.aqz after the advance of the afr
corp's main force in Southern STAM and MALAY area will depend on the situ-
atfon at that time, The dfstributfon of units as staged on paragraph 22

are as follows:

28




A, TFB
a. Used to destroy enemy air power., Concentrated at MEDAN
‘\\

v*c*n*ty, Northern SUMATRA, axd area aouth of Central BR“"I‘TSH MALRY
espec*ally atrfields and factor*es in STNGAPORE.

b. Gfve direct cooparat* on to the 25th Afmy from the time the
2_5th ARmy attack KEDAM State t111 after the capt.urg of STHGAPCRE Fortress,
Tnclude the slow progress of the 25th ARmy in KEDAM State; cutting off

enemy rear conmur*cat-! on.s, troop movement., J'nterrup‘t’." on in transport*ng

ammun? t' on and prevent* on of enemy withdrawal.

B, 3FB
a, Masnly to gﬁkve direct cooperatfon to the 25th:w ground
- opedation (cutting off enemy retreat tncluded). .
b. Tf necessary take part *n daatroj‘ng enemy air power
_ (Northern STMATRA excluded).
C. 12 FB -- (Afr Brigade) ~
o a. Enemy a’'r power extermtnating campaign.
b. Gain air sécur*t:r mn 'battlef*eld‘ areas., Depend?ng on the
situatfon, concentrate on areas where troops are gathered,
: ¢. Participate in ground operait*on when necessary. (thts w11l be
carried out only %n favorsble terratn).
D. 81 PR ' /
They ‘w'l'l engage n searching the enemy plans fn MALACCA Strait, ex-
'pec.%ully AA State and strategic points on the west coast of Southern
STANM; long range recorna‘ssance will be ;ur’ed cut. .Enamy f1ghter units
tn vioinity of STNGAPORE will be engaged to dtvert thets attention.
E. When a'r ‘z‘-a-iders un‘!‘tﬁa and transport units are attached, they will be
used in PERAK Rivér crossingg and KUALB M‘uee according to the
situation, : : 5
28. Tn order to cope with the anticipated battle report, fhe outlines of

direct cooperation with the 25th Army are follows:

St
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b. Reconnotter enemy plans in 9&:@1&5.3&”&%,-%% : .
K&, KUALA LUMPUR 1ine and _a_‘.‘_.éo KUANTAIG, SERE]IBA&T area and
cooperate in the attack of this area, = : ¥y
C. Destroy enemy jungle zone gnd auﬁpl& dumps . With the following
objeét, the air corp will c.arry out large 8@&1; *_nqcnd‘!a:? attacks.
&. Open‘ng path for tho;lox':g defile ﬁgaaqlt. troc;pa in ju.ugie
= i Tt
b. .Burn*!ng of enemy muni f.ions.’
E. _Fé.rachut-lng of supply. :
For the advancing troops of the 25th L%W the alr chrpai I*J..:.I. drop
ammunitions, foods and other goods by parachutes or use captured afr-
f1elds to supply goods if nﬁc;asqryf : .
F. Cooperatfon of operation on the coast of WALAY Penntnsula.
2. - Tf it 18 hecessary to land troops of the 25th'.t:c_:w tn the
vieinity of KUANTAN or MERSTNG, a p%rt*m of the afr group will co-
operate in this.
e b If a 't of the 25th Aj“w carries out amphfbfous 1aﬂd*ngs
on the west coast of MALAY, the air corps will cooperate *n the amp-
h*bious operation, ‘ g
G. OCooperation in operation to capture S‘.TEGIPOﬁE Fartress,
a. In the 6perat.10n of capturfng SINGAPURE Fortress, the é._*r
corps will decfde the d-'atribut#onh-of troops ‘n the following manner:
3FB will cooperate with the 25th ARmy 4n the assgult of
STKCARORE, however #f necessary a part of 12FB and 77FR will be at-
tached to the mein force, <
7FB -~ Tn addition to the dtstribution of troops ad stat;ed
before, the 62ER of 10. FB will be attached *f needed.
b. The air cof-ps w!1ll reconnoiter the enemy's front and coqperate
in attacking the enemy advance pos?tfon of STNGAPORE defense, 2nd 1‘-,\};9 -
1tne between NERSTINang Mﬁ |
2FB and 12FE will be the matn body.
: ‘

c. Hake reconna‘ssance of enemy plans fn Northern area of

JOHORE Stra‘t and the main defense line of ST NGAPORE Fortress and co-

op.era%:e in tts attack,

| 3FB and 12FB will De the mafn strength used and 1f necessery,

add TFB.
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C. Concentration and Doploynant; :

The General Headquarters of the 3rd Air Group is at NANKING
and the assigned units in CHINA, MANCHURIA and JAPAN, respectively.
On 15 November, when the Air Group was engaged in CHINA operations,
the Chief of the iir Group announced the following orders on concen-
tration and deployment.

The Summary of Orders (15 Nov.) \
1. The Southern Air Forces in cooperation with the Navy should
promptly prepare for the occupation of the southarh strategic areas.
The forces listed on the annexed sheet will be under ‘our command
from midnight, 15 vaember._ _ ‘
2. The Air Group will prepare for future operations by deployment
and concentration to South CHINA and FRENCH INDO-CHINA,

The KVANTUNG Army Command and the asg}gned 1st Air Group Com- -
mand (except the units stationed in FORMOSA) will be concentrated
under delegated command.

3. The 15th Independent Air Unit (czcopt'the 51st Independent Air
Sqﬁadron) will remain in its present status.

The 81st Kir Regiment will deploy and concentrate to Southern
INDO-CHINA and prepare for future operations.

4, The 12th Air Brigade will prepare air defenses in FRE#CH INDO-
CHINA after copcentrnting and deploying tﬁero.

5. The 7th Air Regiment (which includes the 51st Independent

Air Squadron) and the 3rd Air Regiment, after concentrating and
deploying in Southern CHINA and Northern FRENCH INDO-CHINA, will
ﬁrapare for attacking strategic areas in South CHINA.

The order of attack should be issued later.

6. The 10th Air Regiment will prepare for future operations by
concentrating and deploying to HAINAN Island and Central FRENCH »
INDO-CHINA and a section of it ;111 be responsible for the air
defense near SANAH Harbor. :

7. The 83rd Air Regiment (except the 89th Independent Air

Squadron) will prepare for futurg operati?ns by concentrating‘in«
TAICHU. |

2/ ._ 2
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8. The folloiing Air'tranSportntion Units were attached for con-
centration purposes. _ _

The order for attachment will be issued afterwards.

The 81st Air Regiment: A section of the specially organized
15th Air Transport Unit (6 planes, B type or MC) will be attached
at NANKING.

The 3rd Air Brigade: The remainder of the specially organized

" 15th Air Transport Unit will be at TACHANGCHEN and the 12th Air
Transport Squadron at NANKING.

The 10th Air Brigade: A squadron of the specially organized
13th Air Transport Unit will be attached at NANYUAN soon after its

arrival.
The 12th Air Brigade: The General Headquarters of the 7th

Air Transport Unit will be NANYUAN, The assignment of the 1st and
2nd Squadrons will depend on the order of* the KWANTUNG Army Com-
mand.

9. The 10th and the 12th Air Brigades will search for the
shoftost route of concentration.

10. The other airforces, while making preparation for future
operations, will assist in the concentration of the abovementioned
forces. :
11. In concentration and deployment, the abovementioned airforces
will be under the following delegated command or receive the fol-

lowing ,assistance.

1. From midnight of 15 November the 1st Air Brigade Command will
assist in communication, meteorological conditions, maintenance,
_ .. supply, forced landings quarters, ete. in CHINA as long as doing
.80 does not interfere with its own battle operations. The 23rd
Army Command is delegated to take care of the administratien,
finance, quarters and supplies of the air units in Southern CHINA.
The Air Sector Unit of the command 7111 also assit in communication,
meteorological conditions, maintenance, supply and forced lapdings.

2. In JAPAN (including FORMOSA) they will be assisted by the 1lst

Air Group Coanand, Air Inspectorate General (Chief of Air

s

1



o g
Headquarters) and assigned’lir Units (schools).
3. In INDO-CHINA, the 15th Army Command is delegated to take *
care 9: the guard, quarters and supply of the Air Units and the
21st Independent Air Unit will assist in communication, neteory-
logical conditiéna, maintenance, Supply and forced 1and1ngs._

Attached Sheet
The 10th Air Brigade

The 83rd Independent Air Unit
The 40th Airfield Battalion (Fighter Unit) : ,
The 97th Airfield Battalion (Light Bombers)
. AVSeetion of the 1st Air Signal Regiment (;ir Signal Wire Company,
Wireless Company)
IGoneral Headquarters of the lst Field Hotoorolagical Battalion
The 1st and 2nd leteorologieal Unkpanies
The 25th Field Meteorological Unit :
The 1st Squadron of the 13th Special Air Transport Uhit
The 15th Special Air Transport Unit
The 7th Air Transport Unit
The 25th Air Sub-Depot
The 17th and 18th Shipping Air Depot
The Commander of the Air Group, seeing the necessity for control
of concentration and deployment organized unit districts and desig-
nated sector units to each district. The 1st Air Sector Unit will
deploy from Eastern FRENCH INDO-CHINA to HAINAN Island, the 7th Air
Sector Unit to the northern South FRENCH INDO-CHINA, and the 15th
Alr Sector Unit to the southern South FRENCH INDO-CHINA. He ordered
;11 to prepare for operations. Ahead of the Air Forces, these Air
Sector Units were transported successively to South FRENCH IiDD-
CHIKA and by 28 November most of them succeeded in landing. By the
end of the month the deployment was completed.
After deploying to South FREHCH INDO-CHINA, the Air Intelligenco
Regiment, the Weather Unit anl the Air Signal Roginont which are
under the command of the 25th Army at SAIGON, organized nets of

air intelligence, meteorological data and air communication and
w8
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completed them by the end of November.

The Air Force performed the concentration opgeation in two
steps. The lst operation is to proceed to South CHINA and Northern
FRENCH INDO-CHINA and the 2nd operation to Southern FRENCH INDO&
CHINA. The 2nd operation to be carried out before the commencement
of the actual battle. Due to adverse weather conditions the con-
centration to Central CHINA area was delayed; however, by 28 January
the 1st concentration was almost completed.

On 29 November the Commander of the Air Group issued the
rgllowing order. On 6 December the 2nd operation of concentration
and‘doployment was completed and the preparation for opefation
continued.

1. In the occupation of the INGAPORE area, the 25th Army will
".land in MALAYA area, occupying all bases pnoiptly and securing
the foremost positions. .

The 15th Army will facilitate 25th Army operations by invading
THAILAND an&\prepare for future operations against BURMA. They will
mikke secure and stabilize THAILAND and place the CHINESE in that
area under blockade.

2. The main force of the Air Group will prepare for future oper#-"
tions by deploying to South FRENCH INDO-CHINA.

3. The 3rd Air Brigade, to which is attached the 15th Independent
Air Unit (except the 51st Independent Air Squadron), will deploy te
South FRENCH INDO-CHINA by the evening of (X minus 3) day and from
(X minus 2) day will prepare for an aerial annihilation combat
against the KOTABHARU area.

By noon of (X) day the 27th Air Regiment will prepare for an
advanéa to BINGORA.

-,

_ The'disposition of Air Transport Units for the 2nd concontratio@
will remain as before. A
4, On the evening of (X minus 3) day the 7th Air Brigade will
deploy to South FRENCH INDO-CHINA and from (X minus 2) day prepare
for aerial annihilation conhyt against the KEDAﬁ area.

For the sake of the 2nd‘concantrntion, the 7th Air Transport

3 ”‘



Unit and the fzporarily assigned heavy ho?bora will be under the
command of the unit at @ANTON.

5. After depldying to South FRENCH INDO-CHINA, on the evening of
(X minus 3) day, the 10th Air Brigade will prepare for an aerial
annihilation combat against the KOTABHARU area and South BURMA on
(X minus 2) day. They will aleo prepare to cobﬁerate with the
main force of the 15th Army. :

. T Qunmsry of the operations in cooperation with the 15th
Army is shown on an attached shegt.

The section of a fighter unit reserved for the air defense of
SANAH will return to the main force to enable the advance group of
the 25th Army to proceed baybnd the sphere of power. When the
commander of the Air Brigade arrives in PAKER the 70th Indepen-
dent Air Squadron will return to its original ittachlsnt.

The assignment of the Air‘Transport Unit for the 2nd concentra-
tion is as before. :

5 On (X minus 2) day, the 3rd, 7th and 10th Air Brigade will
advanco_}q the front line of battle with the following troop
strength.

Half of the force from dawn till 1500 hours of ,}X minus 2) day

Full force from dawn till 1500 hours of (X minus 1) day.

7. While carfying out their assigned mission the 12th Air Brigade
will arrange to protect the advance group of the 25th Army and con-
voys of the section of the 15th Army. Orders pertinent to the
protection of &onvoys will be issued later. i

Upon arrival in South FRENCH INDO-CHINA, at the latest in
CANTON by 3 December, the 7th Air Transport Unit and the specially
attached heavy bombers will be under the command of the 7th Air '
Brigade. ' o
8. The 83rd Independent Air Unit will advance to NHATRANG and

prepare for a future rush.

Annexed Sheet
Operational plans for cooperation with the 15th Army
1. The summary of plans is as follows:

(1). Plan A. e ‘-s-o-

ol



In the event that the 15th Army should make a forced invasion
of THAILAND. '

(a). At dawn of (X) day, the main force of the 1Qth Air
Brigade, in cooperation with the advance units of the Guard Divi-
sion, will facilitate an invasion of BANGKOK by at;acking potential
enemy air and ground forces. Under certain conditions the Air
Brigade will cooperate directly with the YOSHIDA Detachment.

(b). The Reconnaissance Force will reconnoiter the situation
of the Guard Division and on the dawn of (X) day, will especially
check the situation of the YOSHIDA Detachment and the landing of
UNO Detachment.

(2). Plan B.

In the event that the 15th Army meets little resistence.

(a). Beginning at dawn of tx) day, the ground forces will pre-
pare ror.attack in case of resist;;co from the THAILAND Army.

The date and points of attack of the ground force will be
limited only to what is necessary. ‘
: (b). In the event that the airfield at KONGMUANG is useable on
(x) day; a part of the soldiers will be transported by a;r'from '
m to BANGKOK by the Air Transport Unit.

(¢). The reconnaissance is applied to Plan A.

(3). The operation of the 15th Army after the occupation of
THAILA*D.

After the ground forces secure the airfields in Central
THAILAND, the Air Brigade will coopprate in the future operattﬁns
of the 15th Army by advancing forces as soon as possible.

(4). In case the BRITISH Army invade THAILAND first and makes
the initial attack upon us.

If the 15th Army has already invaded THAILAND under orders,
the forces will oporaté*according to the plans A or B,

2 Details of the abovementioned operations will be conferred upon
by the forces concemned.

3. The choice of either A-or B plan for use in the 15th Army oc-
cupation of THAILAND will be dccided by,(x minus 3) day. This
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information will be sent to the '15th Afmy and on (X) day, before
the departure of the 10th Air Brigade, the information will again
be conveyed to the 15th Army in order to be certain.

4, Communication Liaison.

{1). Communication not'ork..

The communication between the General Headquarters of the 15th
Army and the 10th Air Brigade will be carried out on the communica-
tion network of the Air Signal Forces.

(2). Air-Ground Liaison.

The air-ground liaison between the 15th Army General Head-
quarters and the 10th Air Brigade will be based on the 15th Army
liaison regulations.

The situation of the lst and 2nd concentrations of the Air
Force will be shown on the attached sheet.,\

The 2nd concentration was carried out during a severe north-
east monsoon, in the worst weather tha east coast of FRENCH iNDO-
CHINA had ef;r oiporienccd. Because of this the operations of the
air units were considerably haddicaped. In the course of concen-
tration, many air accidents occured and the éommin@ers of the 27th
and the 75th Air Brigade were killed.

During the 1lst concentration from 15 Nov. to 1 Dec., the 3rd
and 7th Air Brigades based upom the plans of the South Army, made
plans for attacking enemy military installations at KOIﬁ!I, KEIRIN
and HYAKUSHOKU. Because of unfavorable weather conditions, they
were unable to attack the assigned targets but succeeded in hitting'
other important installations.

On 11 Nov. the General Headquarters of the 3rd Air Group was
“transferred to SAIGON.

= Chapter IV
The Execution ogkbphratiens
Sec., I
In coopdtnstion with the landing operation of the advance
groups of the 15th and 25th Aﬁgios, the aerial annihilation conbitjl;
in No#thorn MALAY at the outbreak of war, and the 1nraf}on f:ﬁ' _;






THAILAND by the 15th Army. ’

In the early part of December cloudy weather with frequent
squalls prevailed over THAILAND Bay and the same weather continued
until 7 Dec. At 300 meters strato-cumulus with cumulo-nimbus
clouds predominated the course of our convoy, making visibility
very poor. From 1400 hours tili sunset the weather became IorSQ,
making our return flight from convey protection very difficult.

In regard to the protactizF of the convoys of the advance
group of the 25th and 15th Armies, the Commander of the 3rd Air
Brigade issued the following ord;rs:

(1). The Air Brigade will prébect the convoys of the advance group
of the 25th Army and those of a section of the 15th Army. The
prearranged course and the division of convoys a;; shown in the
annexed sheets No. 1 and No. 2 raspoctively..

(2). On (X minus 2) day the 12th Air Regimenf: to which are attached
the main force of the 77th Air Regiment, a section of the 64th Air
Regiment, and the 81st Air Regimen#, will be responsible for the
protection of the main force of the eonv&ys described in order (1),
as per attached sheet No. 3.

(3). On the evening of (X minus 1) day, the Commander of the 7th

Air Brigade will make a sect;on of his heavy bombers available to
aid in the safe return of the 12th Air Brigade fighter units used
for the protectioﬁ of convoys described in order No. (2).

(4). On the evening of (X minus 1) day, the 7th Air Brigade Command
will guide the return of the fighter unit desecribed in order No.
(2)kand make arrapgements for landing at night.

Annexed Sheet No. 3
- Outline of Convoy Protection

1. The 12th Air Brigade will be%gesponsible for the aerial pro-
tection of tﬁe convoys of the adva;ce'grnup of the 25th Army and
those of a section of the 15th Army.

After the convoys have advanced snparatoly from point G, of ;@
~ the attached sheet No. 1, the Air Brigade will protoct the lnndinc é
barges. between SINGOR® and BATANI. ‘ : _ﬁ

2, The period of above mentioned protection will be from auns-t;j
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Separate Sheet lo, 2
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to sunrise, especially around 1500 hours.!'ihe attack will be
directed against enemy bombers and torpedo bombers. :
3. The reconnaissance seaplanes of the Naval Airforce will be
responsible for protection of the cenvoys against onbn& submarines
until sunset. A

KorMPONG TRACH

4, The airfields at SONBO, KUKAN, -KONRONTORACHU" and TANI may be
utilized in carrying out the duties of No. (1) and (2).

The Commander of the 12th Air Brigade ordered three reconnais-
sance planes attached to the General Hsadquarta}s to reconnoiter the
convoys and direct the fighter units, from early mokning of.tho 7th.
He also directed a squadron of the fighber unit to feoem aerial cover
for the convoy and 3 attached heavy bombers aga;nat_submnrines.

A squadron of the 1st Air Regiment on first duty missed the
anticipated position of the convoy and returned to its base without
sighting it. Toward evening 3 heavy bombers of the 98th Air Regi~-
ment sighted the convoys but due to unfavorable weather conditions
;eturned‘to their base,

The 64th Air Brigade left for the final protection of the
convoys inspite of bad weather but were fﬁrcéd to return due to low
hanging clouds over the sea and several squalls; Two planes did not
return and one was forced to land. In the morning and the afternoon
one plane each of the 1st Air Brigade was seriously damaged in
forced landings.

Orders on the 1lst attack:

Prior to this, at 1200 hours of 5 Dec., the Commander of the
3rd Air Group issued the following order on the 1lst attack on PNON .
PENH.

1. ‘ The South Army in cooperation with the Navy will commence oc-
cupation of south strategic areas. ' | b

On the night of 7 Dec., 1n order to occupy SINGAPORE, the main |
advance unit of the 25th Army will land on the east coast of SI!IGGBfg
while a section of the unit will land at TARPEY, PATANI and KOTA- :
BHARU, After these armies segure their foremost positions bj oc-

cupation of the7above-nsntioﬁ§h airfields, the main force will
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prométlj penetrate KEDAH Province. Afte;’zhé'invasion of THAILANﬁ,
thn;}Sth Ariy will facilitate the opeem&ions of the 25th Army and
assist in putting the mids of the people of THAILAND at ease. They
will also place arblockadt on CHINA from this area, and prepare for
future operations in BURMA.

On the dawn of 8 Duc.,lll'!-lnrtorée of the UNO Detachment of
" the 15th Army will dand at Wm CHUNPONG in order
to secure the airfields, and a seetion of the Detachment will land
at BANDONG and NAKON,

2. From dawn of 8 Dec.; the main @uty of the Air Brigade will be
the destruction of enemy air power in North MALAYA, in close co-
operation with the épprations of the 15th and 25th Armies.

At 0600‘houpl of 8 Dec. the 22nd Naval Air Regiment will attack
the group of airtieids near SINGAPORE and KWANTAN.

#. On dawn of 8 Dec:: the Commander of the 3rd Air Brigade will
attack enemy airplanes on airfields at KOTABHARU (except KOTABHARU
Airfield) and will annihilate them rapidly with successive attacks.

From 1200 hours of 8 Dec. a.aqundron of the 27th Air Regiment
at "f‘eﬁﬁmmu Airfield will prepare for penetration into airfields
in South THAILAND. ‘ '

By 1500 hours of 7 Dec., 2 planes of the Regiment will be
dispatched to PNONPENH Airfield and be under direct command of the
3rd Air Group Commander. :

4, On the dawn of 8 DQE. the Commander of the 7th Air Brigade
will attack enemy airplanes on group of airfields at KEDAH and
annihilate them promptly by successive attacks.

In the event of unfavorable weather conditions, the Commander
will attack the group of airfields at KOTAHBARU (except KOTABHARU
Airfield). ) : G

When the heavy bombers of the R0th Air Brigade make their
first attack, a fighter unit squadron will assist them.

5. The boundary for the zones of action of the 3rd and 7th Air
Brigades will be the line connecting BATANI and GUAMSAN. :
6. At 0930 hours of 8 Dec., the heavy bomber unit under.tbo
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command of the 15th Air Brigade will attack enemy airplanes on
the group of airfields at KOTABHARU (except KOTABHARU Airfield),
assisted by a fighter unit squadron of the 7th Air Brigade. The
main force of the 7th Air Brigade will cooperate with the 15th
Army invasion of THAILAND,

7. On 8 Dec., when the 25th Army has secured the airfields in
South THAILAND, the forces responsible for the air defense of ihn
two harbors at SINGORA and BATANI will be the 22nd Air Regiment

- from dawn till 1100 hours and the 12th Air Brigade from 1100 hours
on. While the necessary forces are protecting the hnrbdra, the
rest of the forces 11;1 make attacks on enemy airforces near
KEDAH and KOTABHARU. :

8. On 8 Dec. the Commander of the 81lst Air Regiment will perform
the folloiing duties:

(a). In the early morning, occupy the airfields and recon-
noiter the battle conditions in the vicinity of the landing place
for the 25th and 15th Armies.

(b). At 1200 hours and 1700 hours, respectively, will recon-
noiter the enemy air situation in Central, South IALAIi and South
BURMA. '

9. By 1200 hours on 8 Dec., the Commander of the 834d Independent
Air Unit will take a sqnidron of his reconnaissance planes and push
forward to the 2nd airfield at TANI and prepare for a rush on the
airfield in South THAILAND.
10. The assignment of transport planes for rushing Sﬁuth THATLAND
on 8 Dec. will be asi:follows: :
ASSIGNED UNIT DISPATCHING UNIT ATTACHED DATES
(Types and Amount of Air
Planes)
12th Air Brigfdo %%22 Special Air Transport %gggpgf 7 Dec. at ;
3 AT of 2nd Squadron
27th Air Regiment 15th Special Air Transport 1800 of 7 Dec. at

Unit KONBONKUNAN .

, 2 AT of 2nd Squadron Korpon g ‘
Squadron of Recon. Same as above ' 1800 of 7 Dec. at -
planes of 83rd 2nd Airfield at
Independent Air TANI, :

Unit
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11. Commanders of the 13th and 15th Special Air Transport Units
will'dispatcﬂ the above-mentioned planes ahd'place them under the
command of the roﬁpeetive ﬁnitp. ;

12. The Commanders of the 15th Special Air Transport Unit (except
2nd Squadron) and temporary Adr Transport Units will arrive at
iﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂ%au at 1500 hours on 7 Dec. and cooperate in the transporting
of the units of the 15th Army on the 8th. By 1200 hours on 9 Dec.
they will return to original base.

While assisting in transporting the units of the 15th Army,
the Commander of the 15th Special Air Trahaport Unit is delegated
the command of the Commanders of the temporary air transport units.

Meteorological Effects on Operations

Around 8e@ Dec. the anti-cyclone predominant in MONGOLIA de-
clined considerably u&? the monsson 1n.the THAILAND Bay and MALAYA
areas subsided. Though in the morning, duringfghe 1st attack, the
weather was unuéually good, dense clouds prevailed off the MALAYA
Peninsula in the afternoon, slowing operations considerably.

On dawn, 8 Dec., while the main strength of the 7th Air Bri-
gade was deploying at PNONPENH Airfield, a violent sqﬁall hit the
area changing it into a ;uagﬁire, thus making it very difficult
for the planes to take off..The Commander of the Air Brigade,
giving up the plan foi unified attack, was waiting for better
conditions (the 1lst attack being set at 1200 hours). Only the
98th Air Regiment, which was deployed at SAIGON Airfield (where
there was no squall) was able to carry out the lsf-attack at the
appointed hour; whereas the main force of other units were
directing fheir operations toward the l1lst attack.

The Situation of the Advance Group of the 2f§th Army

and the WAMI Detachment i
At 0236 hours, 8 Dec., the advance group of the 25th Army

entered the anchorage and between 0400 hours and 0500 hours the
main force landed at SINGOﬁg. A section landed near BATANI to
occupy the airfields. A%,0200 hours, 10 Dec., the main force
invaded KEDAH Province ﬁy crossing the northwest front. The

o
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WAMI Detachment landed near KOTABHARU after a fierce night attack
and at 1000 hours on 10 Dec. occupied the airfield at TANAHMERAH.
The 15th Arl;ly succeeded in advancing to THAILAND without meeting
resistance at 0830 hours, 8 Dec., and reached BANGKOK by crossing
the frontier.

The Battle Proceedings of the 3rd Air Group

Although the movement of the 3rd Air Group did not coineidg
with hhe previous plan, on dawn of 8 Dec., the Air Group made its
1st aerial annihilation attack on the KOTABHARU and KEDAH areas.
Within 2 days the enemy was supjugated and dgfqated; nné-third'of
the BRITISH Airforce defeated and the rest rotreated'to'SINGAPORE.

Accopding to the order of the South Army, on the 9th, the 83rd
Independent Air Unit was now under the command of the 25th Army.

Outline of the Progress of Battle Proceedings
' in Various Areas
K RU Are : ;

Thirty-nine airplanes (11 fighters and 28 light bombers) of
the 3rd Air Group (59 FR, 75 FR, 90 FR) left m between
0800 hours and 0900 hours and attacked the airfields at TANAHMERAH
and éﬁﬁi%tﬁﬁggb. They destroyed the landing field and the runaway
and fought with 15 enemy fighters, which had come to countor-attaek
Ten enemy plangs were shot down and 5 of our planes seriously
damaged.

A favorable target of more than 10 twin-engined fighters
was sighted on KOTABHARU Airfield but because of the agreement
with the 25th Army the 3rd Air Brigade returned without attacking
them, Fifty-three airplanes‘(s fighters and 48 light bombers)
of the 2nd attack unit (59 FR, 75 FR, 90 FR) advanced to the
front but due to unfavorable weather returned to their base.
Twenty-three planes of the 75th'Atr Regiment attacked KEWARABESTO
and demobished the runway and 3 fighters weE¥ enclosed in a re-
vetment. The 12th Air Brigade, taking charge of the Naval Air
Force, succeeded in landing at SINGORA between 1110 hours and
1330 hours and conmsnced‘pggfégg;g; duties of air defense around

HeN



SINGORA. 2
KEDAH Area (8 Dec,): ,

Ninepy-three planes (18 fighters and 75 heavy bombers) of the
7th Air Brigade (12 FR, 60 FR, 98 FR, 64 FR) left the airbases at
PNONPENH, SAIGON and ZUHONDO, Bétween 0800 hours and 0900 hours,
a section of them and between 1210 hours and 1240 hours, The main |
force attacked, respectively, the airfields of SUNGEIFATANI (northfi
and south), ARORBOTAR, KEGHIRU, AMHUBAWARG and PENANG. In this
attack 23 enemy grounded planes, hangar, and vardéous other in-
stallations were demolished, while 3 of our planes were seriously
damgged and forced to land.

LAND Are ﬁ :

As the 3rd Air Group Commander was not certain until 1500
hours of the 8th whether thg Army had advanced to TH{;LA?D by
force or without meeting resistance, he found it necessary to
attack Bﬂﬁ@fisﬁna Airfield (where ground 50 enemy planes were
ihonght to be assembl&d) and ordered the Commander of the 10th Air
Brigade to prépgro for the attack. Around 1300 hours, because of
a message received from the 15th Army, it was decided they could
advance without encountering resistance. On the same day, tﬁa
é2nd Air Regiment of the 10th Air Brigade participatad in an
attack upon KOTABHARU Area. In this battle 5 airplanes, including
the Commander's plane were lost in the main forces of FRENCH INDO=-
CHINA because of dark nights and unfavorable weather conditions.
Twenty planas (11 fighters and 9 light bombers) of the other main
force (77 FR and 11 FR) made a flight ovormgt Airfield
to demoralize the enemy.in LiLc .« L. U Llca
In the KOTABFARU Area (9 Dec,):

Forty-five planes (6 fighters and 39 light bombers) of the
3rd Air Brigade (59 FrR, 75 FR, 90 FR) took ‘off around 1100 hours;
a section attacked the airfield at KOTABHARU and the main foree
it Qgﬁiaanxswo and destroyed 11 grounded enemy planes and gh.
runway.

At 1350 hours the 62nd Air Regiment (heavy bombers) of the
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10th Air Brigade attacked the airtiold at‘LARAHIERAH and destroyed
8 enemy groundod planes. Ono of our plnnss was alightly damaged
and forced to land. : y"

"A fighter squadron and an assualt squadron of the 12hh Air
Brigade attacked the airfield at TANAHMERAH and destroyed one
enemy grounded plane and 2 anti-aircraft machine-guns.

A Ar D H

Ninety-three airplanes (17 fighters and 76 heavy bombers)
of the 7th Air Regiment (64 FR, 12 FR, 60 FR, 98 FR) advanced to
attackthe principal airfield in KEDAH Area but becmase of bad wea-
ther changed their course to VICTORIA POINT and suspended attack.
Only the 64th Air Regimemnt landed at SINGORA . With the Chief of
Staff of the 3rd Air Group_in command, they attacked the airfields
at PENANG and Rﬁﬂhiiﬁiﬁb and shot down 6 BLENHEIM planes and
destroyed 5 enemy grounded planes. ~

A squadron each of fighters and assualt planes of the 12th
Air Brigade attacked the airfield at 35§%£:5:§§ and destroyed 16
enemy planes. _

Details of the 3rd Air Brigade's Bombardment
of Friendlf Troops by Mistake

In accordance with the agreement with the 25th Army, the
3rd Air Group ordered the 3rd Air Brigade to make the initial
attack on the interior airfields at-i§;;£&BESTO and TANAHMERAH
(except KOTABHARU Airfield) on 8 Dec.

The 3rd Air Brigade directed the 1lst attack upon these air-
fields as ordered. The convoys of WAMI Detachment fought a hard
battle Whcause of enemy attacks at KOTABHARU from both land and

" alr. However, the main forco of the bombers attacked the interior
ﬁairrields and few fighters attacked the enemy airplanes above
th;'convoy. ~

Judging from the report of tﬁe General Headquarters reconnai=-
ssance planes that 6 friendly vessels were advanéfng toward the -
northwest with 2 vessels'burlping near the seashore, the Commander

of the Air Brigade was doubtful about the landing of the WAMI
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- Detachment and concludod thnt th- airfield :; KOTABHARU was not
yet occupied. Aftar roturning to the base he reportod the faet
to the Commander of the Air Group and thought it wise to direct
the 1lst attack upon the airfield. But the Commander of the Air
Group received the report that the airfield was occupied so ordered
the 3rd Air Brigade to attack the original targets in the 1st
attack. But because of unfavorable weather conditéons most of the
 Air Brigade returned to the base. Only the 75th Air Regiment
succeeded in attacking the airfield at i%“i&tBESTO. _

On hearing that KOTABHARU Airbase had been occupied the Air
Brigade Commander prepared to advance there bocaﬁse the fighter
unit was suffering from lack of air jettisonable fuel tanks.

Around evening the report turned out to be false. That evening
the 25thrlrny Commander asked tha\phief of Staff‘to attack the
planes on the airfield at KOTABBARU. On 9 Dec. the Commander of
the Air Group ordered the 3rd Air Brigade to attaci: the KOTABHARU
Airfield. The 3rd Air Brigade diréctad their attack upon the
airfield. On arriving over the field they noticed that the WAMT
Detachment was occupying the airf;old and so directed their attack
on aiffields at TANAHMERAH and-igai;iBESTO.

Movements of the Naval Air Force

At early dawn of 8 Dec., the ﬁhval airplanes bombarded the
enemy airforce headquarﬁer installations at TENGAR and SERETAR,
near SINGAPORE. On the morning of the 9th they attack one BRITISH ;
cargo vessel and damaged it seriously. In the afternoon of th;t
day they bombarded the airfield at KOWANGPANG and destroyed 10
enemy planes and the hangar. :

Anchdrlgc and Landing Protaetien
for the Advance Units of the 25th Arlw
on 8 Dec. at KUKAN Airfield the Commander of the 12th Adr
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Brigade was eagerly looking forward to the report of the occupa-
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tion of the harbor airfields. HoWever, he received no definite |
: : : ]

report and having ne doqira‘to land in the midst of the enemy, 2
he left the airfield with all his units. The lst Air Regiment 3

L



. 9 e 1 BN |
ndvanend over SINGORA and the 11th Air Regiment over BATANI.
The Commanddr of the Air Brigade, commanding the 1st_A1r

Regiment, cruised directly over SINGORA and did not see any enonj

planes. Finding that the vessels were all safe and the airfield
already occupied, he landed on SINGORA Airfield at 1110 hours.

While scouting over BATANI the 11th Air Regiment encountered

2 enemy planes at the height of 1,000 meters and turned them
back. Since the airfield at BATANI was not to be occupied till

1200 ‘hours and was flooded, they landed at SINGORA at 1330 hours.

A squadron each of the 1st and 12th Air Brigades ‘were detached
for anchorage protection.

On the 9th, a squadron each of the 1st and 12th Brigades
was assinged to protect airfields at TANAHMERAH and m.

Situatioh of the Air Sector Units

The 1st Air Sector Uhitmcooporaé:d with the air units pass-
ing through and the 1§th Air Sector Unit cooperated with the 3rd,
7th and 12th Air Brigades. The 7th Air Sector Unit cooperated
~ with the opeestions of the 10th Air Brigade. They cooperated
especially with them in advancing a section of them to 90!5:5:16

Airfigld after the 15th Army invasion of THAILAND, The 12th and

18th Air Sector Units were with the advance unit of the 25th Army

when they landed in South THAILAND and KOTABHARU, Thw 12th Air
Sector Unit landed and deployed at SINGORA, BATANI and KOTABHARU

and the 18th at BANDONG and NAKONG. Thus these air sector units ¢

cooperated closely with the advance units in the aerial invasion

of MALAYA by establishing, completing and protecting the airfioldsé

Movements of Enemy Airforce
We cannot discover the plan of the enemy on our landing in
MALAYA, but as a whole the movements of the enemy airfprce were °
‘very few, according to the prisoners' statement thee airforce
of the enemy at the outbreak of war amounted to about 300 planes.
Situn@ion of the Occupied Airfields

SINGORA Ajrfield ha
Because of bad drainage equipment, large hollow areas, and

i e e i
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(rounnt violent showers the work on the airfield did‘not prog= !
ress, Since the airfield was in bad condition accidents occured
frequently. However, by the middle of December we were able to
carry out operations from this field.
PATANI Airfield

Vieolent flood and destruction rrom'bonbardent made the
field very difficultlto use at first, but by the 15th we were
able to use it.
KOTABHARU Ajrfield

Can be used by No. 1 type rightors and. 99 type assault planesé
TAN i

Can be used by large airplanes.
WUALA

KBWARABESTO Airfield
Can be used by medium-sized planes.
~
NAKON Airfield
Can be used by medium-sized planes.

|
|
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Chapter I.
Sectien 2, The peried covering the coordimated land eperations and
amnhiliating air attacks by the 25th Army im KEDA Provimce ef Central MALAYA,
Condition of the 25th Advance Army Cerps.

The main ferce of the 25th Advance Army Cerps will penstrate the
border between SIAM and BRITISH MALAYA and advance southward em 10 Dec. It
will attack and ecoupy JITTORA em 12 December, and PENANG Island em 18 Dec.
The ANDO Detachment will pemetrate the berder im the directiom ef PETONG em
15 Dec., and will advance to the vicinity ef LEKON with a umit of the Ande
Detachment em 18 December, The WABIMI Detachment will attack KUALA XURAT
from 14 Dec. and eccupy TOLENGASU em 18 Dec. |

The 3rd Wave of the transpert cemvoy of the 25th Advance Army Corps
will commence advance landings em SINGORA om 15 Dec. Our naval air unmits
achieved great success im attacks em the battlships PRINCE OF WALES and
REPULSE of the BRITISH Main Fleet eff the coast ef MALAYA em 10 Dec.

Status ef the 3rd Air Divisien. .
_ " The 3rd Alr Divisien cemmander issusd erders fer the cesplete
destruction of enemy air power im both the KOTABARU and KEDAMPrevince
sectors, Tegether with the expleitation ef battls successes of the 25th Army,
u.;a.m.ﬁmmmdmtumscmsm:nmme
an immediate following=up eperation. Along with the comtinuation of the des~
truction of the ememy air power with the same force, it will ceeperate with
the lnﬂing operations of the 25th Army., Sumultaneously, it will determine
the presecution of the attack om the impertant pesitiem of PENANG. At 2000
hours em 10 December a summary of the fellewing erders was handed down,

1. The main ferce of the 25th Army Landing Unit advanced te YARA
(40 kilemeters south of BATANT), SINGORA and the ALOR STAR highway near the
bc‘rdsr-th-omhzot‘)_l)om The Headquarters will be situated at SINGORA 4
at this time., About 30 enemy ships were sighted yesterday (9 Dec.) mear ;
PENANG Bay and about 15 ships were sighted teday.

2, The main force of the 3rd Air Divisiem will comtimue serial ammhilistiem
attacks as well as cooperating in the eperatioms of the 25th Army and attacking
impertant positioms.



-

3. A seguent of the 3rd Adr Divisien will advance tewards NAKONG.

It ceeperated mainly in the .bqttlu of the 25th Army and made preparations
for the aerial amnhiliatien attacks em FUKUTOH amd VICTORIA POINT,

4o The 7Tth Air Divisieon commander was respensible fer the attacks en
GEORGETOWN and PENANG harbor, omhﬁ;m&utwmmuma.,
and the destruction of the ememy air stremgth im the vicinity of KUANTAN,

The fighter unit will be allewed te utilize the KOTABARU airfield.

5. The 12th Air Divisiem commander will pursus his previous duties.

Thhdmﬂiﬂlin-

6.mtrmetmuvmuunmutﬁmm7t;mmmim
as fellews in their advance, Hewever, the transpertatien ef these rapid
advance unit mechanics will be limited te a minimum, '

The 3rd Air Divisien,

The 2nd Squadrem of the Mobilized 15th~Air Tramspert Unit will be

KOoMPON& TRACH
formed at 0900 heurs 11 Dec, at

The 7th Air Divisiem,

| The 12th Air Transpert Squairen will be fermed at 0800 hewrs at
PNOM PENH, _

Tt will immediately retwrn to its statiom after cempleting its
duties, |

7. During the time fer transperting, the 12th Air Tramspert Squadrem
will come under the command ef the 7th Air Divisiem cemmander,

The cemmander ef the Mebilised 15th Air Tramspert Unit will erder
the 2nd Squadrem to ceme under the commemd eof the 3rd Air Divisiom cemmander,

The situatiem of the 3rd Air Divisien em 10 Dec, is indicated in
appended chart Ne.6.

- After-Battle Summary,
= After 21 Dec,, owing te the appreach of the windy seasem anmd thick
cloud formations along the eastern teast of MALAYA and the Gulf ef SIAM, the
depleoyment of heavy bember units to southern INDO=CHINA could net be presecut=
ed even Ibn1600§. approached, :

However, the weather around the western coast of MALAYA was faverable,
mmmmmjmmimmth&thmmtwmnmum
te Southarn SIAN while attacking the ememy airfields at KEDAWand PERAK

. Provinces, co-operated with the 25th Army. The target area of PENANG was
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attacked, 31 énemy planes were shot down, 20 large-sized boats and w-
ble small boats were sunk or destroyed by fire. Over 50 trucks were damaged
and widespread damage was inflicted om various establishments.
However, our side suffered the loss of 6 aircrafts.
The ground crew unit that was to land in Southern STAM beceme attached
to the spearhead unit of the 25th &rmy. It gradually advenced to airfields
mﬂrroumuuuud-pzqngtounmmmmnsmmsm,

 KOTABARU and TANAMERAY.

Co-operation of the 3rd and 12th Air Divisions in the Ground Operatioms
of the 25th Army. '

The main force (27th and 59th Air Regiments and Air Brigede Edqrs.) ef
the 3rd Adr Division advenced to NAKONG airfield on 11 Dec, and the 75th

*

and 90th Air Regiments advanced om 14 Dec. From 1, to 16 Dec. it co=operated
SUNGE/! PATAN’

with the 25th Army in its battles between ALOR STAR and SUNKETEATANT,

attacked the retreating eneny units and their trucks, alleviated the attacks

of the 25th Army and co-operated in the battles of the Wabimi Unit in the

vieinity of mu-ﬂnia with ene detachwent from 18 to 20 Dec.

One assault squadron of the 2'?th Air Regiment which is attached to
the 12th Air Brigade will co-operate in the operatiems ef thé Wabimi Detach-
ment (this same squadron will return to its original station on 15 Dec, |

Aerial Armhiliation Battle,

The 3rd Air Brigade (59th, 90th and 27th Air Regiments) attacked
6 times between 15 to 20 Dec, with NAKONG as its base. Sixty seven planes
were engaged (39 fighters, 6 asssult and 22 light bembers) in the attack em
IPOH airfield., Fourteen enemy planes were shot down or destroyed.

The 98th Air Regiment of the 7th Air Brigade with SAIGON as its base
attacked mlu BESTO airfield with 26 heavy bombers on 13 Dec, The 12th Air
Regiment ;ndthwthmnogimntoftho 7th Air Brigade with 1tlbuolt
PNOM PENH attacked m airfield with 51 heavy bombers om the same day.
The 98th Air Regiment of the 7th Air Brigade attacked the wireless station
on MATATSUKU island together with the incessant attacks om KUANTAN airfield
by 32 planes of the 64th Air Regiment with its base at KOTABARU em 14 Dec.
and bombed various installations destroying large-sized enemy planes.

5
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The various airfields at m: mf,wh%* &
and PENANG were attacked by respective units of the 12th Air Brigade which ")
was besed at SINGORA between 10-1; Dec. Twenty eight ememy aircrafts were
.destroyed with our lossee being a serious damage to 1 plane and 3 planes
missing.
Attack on PENANG

Aside from aerial ammhiliation attacks as statedbefore, the 3rd
Air Division attacked PENANG Harbor and the home depots at GEORGETOWN
between 11-13 December, ebtaining faverable results. That is, the 64th,
12th and 60th Air Regiments of the 7th Air Brigsde with a total of 58 planes
(17 fighter and 41 heavy bombers), 59th, 27th, 75th and 90th Air Regiments
A the 3rd Al Brigade with s Setel of 26 1ienes (5 Biuiiens Loy
and 18 light bombers) as well ss the 98th Air Regiment of the 7th Air

' Brigade with 26 heavy bombers attacked PENANG Harbor and the streets of
GEGRETONN on 11, 12 and 13 Dec, respectively, Thirteen large transports
and nmumerous @1.1 boats were sunk.
Furthermore, harbor establishments were bombed and destroyed. We engaged
10 enemy fighters om 13 December and we suffered the loss of 5 planes, in-
~cluding the commander of the 59th Air Regiment. |
Protection of the 12th Air Brigade Base.

The 12th Air Brigade overcame the difficulties of inclement weather
and a bad airfield in its mission to protect the landing operatioms ef the
transport convoy of the 25th Army em 15 December.

Condition of the Air Sector Units.
The Air Division commander will deploy various ground crew units
en 15 Dec. imorder to deploy the main ferce of the Air Division in the MALAY
" peninsula as well as having it co-cperate im the operatioms of other air
wnite, The 18th Adr Secter Uit will be advanced toairfields at ALOR STAR
SUNKEIRATANI, simultansously with the ecoupation of KEDAMairfisld by
the 25th Army. '
1. The disposition of the ground service units is illustrated in
separate sheet e, 1, ;
2. Aside from contimuing to perform his previous duties, the 18th Air

5k L
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Sector Untt comsander will depley fresh suberdizate wmits te varieus atr-
fields located on the western bank of the PERAK river im BRITISH MALAYA,
He will take charge of the airsector duties and aid in depleyment of the
gromd crew units wnder direct contrel of Air Divisies,

The 12th Air Secter Unit commander will aid in the deberkatiem and
transportation of newly arrived subordinate umits.

The basic disposition of the 18th Air Sector Unit is indicated in
attasied shavt Bae 3 | ‘

3, Aside from.comducting bis previous dutiss, the 12th Air Secter
Unit cemmander will gradually depley the new suberdinate units tpen their
arrival, He will take charge of the air secter duties.

Be will fulhermere atd 4n the Sebariutics sl Ao hitis of W
10th Afr Secter Wit snd the grewnd orew Wit wiler diiuch Sennant oF Air
Divisien. | : |

The basic dispesitien of the 12th Air auu:Mt is indicated im
attached sheet No.3.

Le After considering transferring the fellowing units, the cosmander
of the 12th Air Sector Unit comcentrated them im the vicinity ef SINGORA
and BATANI and waited fer an oppertumity.

1 unit of the 2lst Airfield Bm,

1/2 Company ef a Line of Cemmunications Motor-car Umit.

5. The lst, 15th and 10th Air Brigades were attached and the air secter
boundaries were adjusted as followss

The boundary between the 1st and 15th Air Secters will rum south=
ward from SAVANNAKHET aleng the MEKONG River (on the east side if there is
a tributary) and northward ef SAVANNAKHET aleng the boundary line between
SIAM and FRENCH TNDO-CHINA, The boundary betwsen the 15th and 10th Adr
- Brigade secters will run southward of BAKUMUJI alemg the SIAM-FRENCH INTO-
CHINA boundary line,

'6.Tbmohquhkin¢u-;i!itthom}ym1ndd:m
umits and the resdjustment of airsecter boundaries im FRENCH INDO-CHEINA
and Central MALAYA will be 20 December. The sere hour im MALAYA for the
troops there at present will be en 18 Decenber, |
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The time for the landing of the troops advancimg im MALAYA will be
determined alse. '

Each Air Secter Unit commander will dispose his suberdinate units as
,tbyhsnwdimmmmudm.ntﬂthirc—mnlmiuc
between the dispatch of the commander wntil the dispatch of the cencerned
air ground crew units. ‘

7. The commander of the air signal umit of the 2nd Air Divisiom, the
commander of the speed calculating unit, the commander of the meteorlegical
service unit and the commander of the 16th Air Intelligence umit will take
special charge of their respective duties as te the doflqnnt If)ﬁb
advancing units of the main force inte the MALAY peninsula as shown im
attached sheets #4=6.

8, The commander of the drfm field repairing depet will depley a
part of the 4th Mobile Repairing Squad to SINGORA and aside from charge ef
the repairing and supplying of the advance units im MALAY, he will wait fer
an eppertunity with the main ferce of the 3rd and 4th Mobile Repairing Squad
at SINGORA and prepare for further advamces.

Separate Sheet #1.

Dispositien of the mems of the 3rd Air Divisiem.
1st Air Secter Unit.
Commender ----- Col, Kawamote,
1st Air Sector Headquarters.
1/3 of the 23rd Airfield Bm.
3rd Airfield Company (mimus 1 unit)

6th u "
7th " "
12tk " ]
e " . ’

281st Independent lotwhco_.
Air Sector Unit attached to the 10th Air Brigade
7th Air Secter Headquerters.
Commander ==--- Col, Taniuchi
15th Adrfield Bun. (mimus 1/3).
1 part of the 27th Adrfield Bum,
4Oth Airfield Bu,(mimus 1/3),
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ep on the buste ¢/ seition of the 16tk Atr Sector )it Vel 2 Seperate,Sheet Mo 3

Note! e
1. The 25th Army will direct the

o

2, (Keehiew) and ‘Penang) will be

ased as reserve 1ds,

(Penang)

(Alor Star)

L Adrfield
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' BASIC DISPOSTTION OF THE 12th AIR SECTOR UNIT

1 part of 3lst Alr :
lm_ﬁi lmﬁmm..h_-.

/, 5 : :
m. 29rd Airdrems B, less 1/3
1/2 of Cos S indrem o ’
noToR TRANSPORT g
i X .
L b Y
KQTA-BHARU <
! , \\
A : : \
Note: { .‘

l.mmrmﬁnh“’m ‘ ‘
\wmfmmo:ﬁ::

&mdilpuitingthmﬁ“
will Snbesubihl S e \ ,
rm_dthhvu-rm...: : . .

» to the airdrems ef KOTA-BNARU v
I’rfwm.
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" Map em the dis{ 'ttion ef the assembled mavigat:) waits. Vel 2
i Seperate Sheet Ne..
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The first disposition and deployment of the
assembled meteorological unit in MALAYA
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ground a''amcks, ‘he area of 'he 'aj“-ackins'_ '@iq-_’-ﬁrice" .S_ta's ;#horﬁ'ezmﬂ and ‘he

enemy eir units were (facim*ad'. : : _
. 2, Our advancing air uni;*:s_ :ﬁi.*h.l'e- HMY ?én_i_naqla, without
10511’15 an oppor‘uni-’-yi overcamne diffic'ul*.ias_ such !.B: -.ai.rfifelﬁ'l__s_ in. poor
condition and bad weather, and ovenhaimed :4.ha_. ex:_u.my._'gi-*'h”.*heir spiri‘ually

inspired a‘‘acks,

3. The 25*h Army seized +he Km a.:ld KO’;!‘AB.&EU sec*o-s wi-f-h

crushing s*reng*h and advanced ’ho a.‘l.r haao &eapor, Ll procuﬂ.ure boing

*he mos* suitgble for *+he landing of J-he min :l'nrce. '

Secr*ion ITI, Coeog

Ou+tli of Upera*io + + L

The main force of *he 25'h Army which pierced the enemy lines
a* KUDA province con'inued ‘o pursue *he quemy and ocoupied TATRIN on
22 Jecember, On 23 December they reached *he PERAK River wi‘h a spear=-
head,

They made preparations for crossing the river up *ill 25 Deceumber,

: : - . 3uNGE! SIPUT

Bhe IONOYE Division crossed *he river in *he vicinity of BSUNGSGHIDUD on
26-Bwtember and *he 5:h Division ‘crossed the river in ‘he vicinity of
PRANJA des‘roying and pursuing *he enemy everywhere, I+ occupied IPCH -

‘ ' AP AN
airfield on 28 December and pursued ‘he enemy along *he IPCH, Im and
VERORAK roads, On *he way i* captured ‘he srong poin*s of KAMPAR, SUNKAI
and MERORAK, Along wi‘h +he daring movemen* of ‘he éﬂall boa*s, they
pushed their linss into FEQAK province on 7 January 1942 and pushed into
SERANGOL in pursuit* of *he enemy., On 11 January the strong poin+ of
KUALA LUFPUR was occupied.

Af+er ‘he occupation of . on 17 January, a unit of ‘he

‘ | XUARA KR8l
HABIII De‘achmen* engaged ‘he enemy in ba'‘le a* KUARAKURAL and advanced
southward slong 'he ea.swrn'g(oacoas* road with *he main force, occupying ¢
the s‘rong point of KWANTAN on 31 January and seized its airfield. One
par* of *he uni* proceeded sou*hward along ‘he coas*al road and +he main -

force advanced in'the direction of KUALA LUMPUR,

Condition of +th i orc

Aa)men*ionéd above 41:5 enemy: aif‘x\nni;-sf"in HALAYA concealed




Only the mirfields a' KUAIA LWU’R and M’!‘Aﬂ were ._H.I :edha.nd guar- :

rilla a‘‘acks were conducted, I*s B*reng&-h ms'aa* ed At abou«‘- 60

fighters, 20.bombers and 10 eeaplma. Howevor, 4hars ara.a no raasox; :l'or

*heir having used ‘he bases a* SU‘BSA'“RA sincc reinforcoman‘a did nc* arrive

from *he DUTCH EAST II-DI.ES, AU::’I‘RALIL or INDIA.

Our rear 1ine of cormzzunica*ions i_n,-'

The Air Division sen* i*s 3rd Air Brigaxle o ALAYA *o d:lr 1‘;{_ e

co-opera*e in *he opera‘ions of *he 25*11 Amy

The main force of Air Jiviaion will a**a.uk 4ha vicini*y oi’
R.A.mocm with itg T+h and lO«Lh Adr Brigadoa i‘rnm 23 Docnmber &o 25 Bacmhur.
After neu*ralizing Lhe anamy ur fo;-.aa in -souelm .-'BUB'HA, *hny advancod

and deployed in MALAYA ’-ot.ard *He ond of Decomber and comonced an attack

,n,_,ains‘- SI' ‘GAPORA.

mhe Air Division G@Qa;d"sia#ioﬁ was' sdvanced +o SUNGETPATANT
on EZlDecm’n‘ba‘r. The 3rd Alr Brigad.e :@admly- gdtan;:ed %0 *he mirfield
at .SU}I%IPA"'ANI from 19 ﬁecember after i's oe.cupa*ion by the 25th Army,

On 19 December the Air ‘Brigado comander wen* *o *he 5+h Divi-
sion Head.quar-*ers 5 miles sou-&ﬁ of  SUNCGEIPATANI, An agreement w;as rnade
on subsequent ba'tles snd on ‘he same day and *he Ii‘ollow:i.ng day (20
Degcenber), ‘he ‘rain s‘a*ions ‘a* TAIPINGand BARANSERAI and moving +rains
were a'‘acked, Co~operating with *the 5+h Division in ba*tle, i* a*‘acked
IPOH airfield several 'imes mnd sho* dowm 14 enemy planes,
- - I+ a*tacked *3'.19 trgin stations wi‘h part of the unit a*
\g:{nu'xu'. and GUMAKSAN etc, and 'co-cpsra*ed wi‘h +he WABIMI Detachment
in ba'A’-le. Cn 22 December i* a‘*acked enemy ships on *he sea near KARAN
and destroyed 3 ‘enemy ships ranging i‘:':'om'3,000 +9 6,000 *ons, A+ :his
tire ‘he 25%h Army l{eadqu;::*ers had slready advanced ‘o ALOR STAR, The ,
Headquar*ers comgander 'made a call on the '3rd Air Brigade comnander a*

SUKGE PATANI
airfield on 22 December and demanded *hs.* *hoy preven* the '

PERAK bridge fror} being des-&royod hy +the emniy.\\ o






2. The arrival date of ‘he ground ora& -*é *he abov widnéa-

bridge was es*ima‘ed a* a'bou+ 25 beoomﬁsr. - H‘herg was an minion *hﬂ
25 Docember was opportune for +he Air Briggdo *o aommanae m*inn, bu*
since i+ was belisved *ha* *he brldge would be dn&royed by *hm-. date,
‘he arr:.val of *+he *roops was se* a+ 23 bacamber. . - .

mhus, *hu 64+h A:Lr Reg+, of the 3rd Air Briga.da 'nd +ho 12*h

Air Brigade began ‘o move a* ds.\m of 23 Dscember bu* 4-hl mmy W: nlrlndy

des ‘royed 'he bridge.

At *his g_éin" the Air Brigade endeavorod A0 sai:o “*he o&xam o
bridge aporoxma*aly 30 k:lome*era downs*reem from *his hridge . s
‘hé arrival of ‘the 25*—h Army but i+ did. no* n.rrivo as :l.«‘ wan hopad. !or -
this reason, the pon‘oon bridge was also dea*royod by -'-ho onuv -

""na 3rd Air Brigasde comander wished +o recons*ruc* *ht des-

: *royed pontoon bridge from his hank of +he river and *heso +wo nni*l -
al*ernately worked on ‘he prco;je&aJL up '-111 25 Becmbor, bombing *he enamy
in the region :m\order *0 comple*e *he racons*ru«c_&.ion.cf_*hs 'bri_dgo.
However, 'he sroﬁnd crew gave up ‘he idea of u*@lising _-'-ﬁia bridge a*
1400 hours of *he same day since *hey received ordez':g‘ +0 eron:_ *he river
by boa's after 27 December, ""he‘enemy gave up rosiﬁmée n_f-_"e? +he 20
hours of sevéré bombing by our forcea; +he 25+h Azw.was able *o cross .

. +he PERAK River without any opposition, - ‘

When *the 64th Air Reg', adéancgd 10 ALOR STAR from KOTABARU
for +he purpose of participating in ‘he bat+le for holding *he aﬁovo
men*ioned bridge on 22 Dgcem‘ber, i+ mc}c a surprise a'fack on *the airfield
a*+ KUALA LUMPUR 'dnd engaging in a figh+ with en@y fighters, i* shot down
15 fighters while our side los* one 'auicide plane,

"‘he 3rd Air Brigade a“ackod *he enemy a“omp‘ing +0 re‘reat
& BATY GAJAH
by Lra\j.n, des “royed railway es*ablishmen*s Between m-cum and Gllnﬁ
and cu’_ the, sscape rou's of the enemy. *I{ at+gcked +the airfields at
MEDAN, KUALA LUMPUR, eo*c, I* des*royed and burnacl more than 10 *rucks
near KANPAR, one 1,000 “*on ‘ype ship at KURAN, one 6,000 *on *ype ship

et LURTON and secretly co-operated in *he operé.*.{ons of the gﬁih Army .,

I+ also des‘royed 30 *rucks a* KUANTAN on 30 Deca_mber.nm'_l desé_royad +wo




+raing amﬁ,govaral trucks on 31 Decem‘ber as well as co-opora‘-ins wi*h

the '!mam Ba*achmen*

The 25*h Army, with a s‘rong segment of ‘he 5th ﬂ:)_.'or_iﬁion, 'léndsd
by boats near LUMUT on *he evening of 31 December and cu'F'-'off _.@h‘e;_.&n-
cap*e route of ‘he enemy,

il

The 3rd Air Brigade co-opera‘ed in lhis nc*i.on ami

*he aneray vessels on *he MALACCA Sea wi*h ‘he main i‘ornl on 1 Junua.ry ' :

I‘- burned and. des*royod 2 veasola of 2—3,000 tons, 3 *arpedo boa*, 3

*torpedo boats made unnavigable, and pro*oc*od *ho air over +ha mwing

The Air Brigade advanced *+he 27*h Air Reg* ‘o IP(H on 2
TS :
January which a"'ac‘red ebou’ 50 *rucks be‘ween KM&R and nmcw, dos-

N~ :
t*roying over half of *hem and succeeded in dos*roying one *raxupor* vu-

sel of 1,500 tons.

The enemy offered s*ubborn res_in&amé_*:bl *h:a advance of *he
main force of *he 25*h Army rear mm'bw commuenced *0 re‘rea* on 2
January in *he face of severe a'‘acks of *ize 5+h Division and advance
of the landing units,

The 3;-‘d Air Brigade aided *he army in i*‘s puruj_ﬁL of the -
enemy and alohg with a**acking the re'rea‘ing enemy frpm *l:_ze morning

: TANJONG rALIM

of 3 January, i* bombed *he birdge near PANGOWMAREM and cut off ‘he enemy's
escape rou‘e, ‘ : :

On 4 Januery ‘he main force of fha 3rd Air Brigade advanced

+o IPOH, aiming for *+he s*rong poin*é in the fron+ of the 5*h Division.

I+ bu;'ned and des*royed more *han 10 *rucks a* 3&3& and des‘royed 1
J'I‘anspor'- ship of 3,000 *ons in *he MALACCA B*rad* ‘men large aized:
planes were seen a* KURUMAN e.irfialdﬁﬂy *he Reconsﬂ;assa.nco Uni+ on *he
evening of ‘he :;ame- day. On the evening of *he same day the Air Brigade
comnander sent *he 75+h Air‘ Reg*. *o bomb +he runway of *hi.s same ;irfiold
A* dawm of 5 January *he escape of *ho enemy pla.nes was blocked and JLho .

59¢h and 90+h Air Regimen's a''acked *he airﬁ._ald.'r\r




The Air Brigade at'acked *he re*reating enemy 10 g.imets__cu;' -?hj.ﬁ
dgy,-deswoying 38 *rucks and 11 a.rmorod_c;ars. On 7 J_a.r;ua_ry"i* fouckea
and sileneed ‘he -enemy artillery near % A“ackfﬁg +he enemy i:-n‘

TANIONG SLiM
*ha aree of WANGON-SUETM and BATAN BELJUNTA, it des*royed 6 vehieles, ;
5 +anks and 10 cannons on 8 January,

A* *ha* *ime *he main force of ‘he 3rd Air Briga.de (air Brigo.do
Headquar*ers, 59th, 27*h and 15+h Air Regimen‘s) was disposed &t Il’m
and a par+ (75:h and 90+h Air Regimen*s) was disposed at BUNGEIRA."AEI

. but since communications were b bad ‘between +heso *wo nirriolds, :I.-'r m

impossible ‘o ;;ive comnands, One *hird of *he ligh* bombers of uch a:lr
regiment was summoned *o IPOH on 8 January, and after plmﬁng 1o *gke
a cha.;;&, fhey advanced wi‘h *he 75+h Air Elag:i.moz:;.L ‘o 'HIPIN -!'oge-ihor
rith +he advancing é,round crew uni+ts, : '
he KOKUSHI Detachment, & uni: of ‘he KONOYE Divisieg, 1.5:19_5

in +*he area of SERANGOL on 9 January and severed ‘he escape rou‘e of ‘le

enemy. The 5+h Division\a.“ackod the enemy a* KUBU ROAD.

Thawmiz; force of u_;; 3rd Air Brigade aided +he 5:h Division
while one part eof-ope'rafad with the KOKUSHI D‘e’rachmah*'und des*royed
n{oro +han 20 *rucks,. T tenks, 1 cannon xmd 1 +rein, On 10 Jamuu';f +he
Air Brigade co-operated mainly with *he 5*h Division and cut off *he

' re‘rea’ rou'*o of the enemy, I* overturned one ‘rain east of -wgm

bombed and des*royed 20 vehiclas, armorad cars and sevaral guns

I+ seemed as *houg;h +he enemy was :I.n full re‘rea* aiter *he
daring g;ursm:iL by the 25+h Army and bombing by the 3rd Air Brigade on
10 January. One unit planned *o escape by sea.

~The main force of +he 3rd Air Brigade a;*acked +he railway,
stations, and *rains south of TAMPIN and cut *he enemy escape route,
O‘ne part a.“-a.c‘:e;d enemy ghips in +he MALACCA Sea?‘idea*roying 4 ships from
1—7,000 tons and 2 submarines,

. On 11 January 'he ﬁpuarhoad Pf *he 25*h Army penetrated ‘o

i % i 5

KUALA LUMPUR,

The Actions of Various Air §gg‘-o§ Units R \




S

‘Each -ir sec’or uni* gradually doplqul in 141 udmoa, o,acordinz

+0 +he progress of the bp'*le end clcnl.y nidod *he a,erinl uni‘s as well
as discharging its sec*oral du*iu. ' :
di+ion of *he Naw + :
The naval air units at‘acked ‘he 'é.‘;i.‘r_f.jlelda: a* mﬂmd K4RAN

from midnight 29 Doceuber +o ‘he dewn of 30 December, They bombed air-

fields a* SINGAPORE, CHINGA and smawm_mmgﬁf of 1 January ‘o dawn

The Southern Army planned ‘o send a par: of the 16th Division
"in 2 *ranspor: ships from SINGORA ao-mmam *o ocbli.:py 'Jha"‘.a.ir bases
quickly and ‘o advence ’o air basers from which ] a.“a.ck SDIGAPM n

26 December an agreement concermng *—his ma.**er wad made ba*waen +he
~ ;
commander of General r’eadqmr ers of ‘he Southera Army, *he Southern

Expadi-*ionary Flee* Headquarters comma.mler, *he 3rd Air Division comsender

and 4ha 22nd Air Regimen* nea.dq.mr‘-ara cpmander.

IQJ&%“'AN was suddenly occupied by +he WABINI De‘achmen® seo ‘he

—

landing operat*ions were cancelled,

Section 4, erial” ihilgtion o G, ; Co-; % ‘he 25,_1]
= ils 01 __3 __' 1_~ 1 nt i 11 1) A

Condi‘ion of *h +h

"The main force of *he 25*h Ai‘m}r advanced on *he road *+o KUALA
LULPUR, Wrd GELAS while one par* advanced on *“he MALACCA coas‘al
road ‘o KUE'@. They a*tacked LALI\C_CA on 15 January and GELAS on 16 January .
and i:; rapidly pursuing ‘he snemy *oward JﬁHOﬁBm-

The KOBA D_o*achrﬁen*— which advo.nt.:ed *0 *he eas* coas+ arrived
a' *he banks of the ENDWU River on 16 January and began ‘o a‘+ack *he

eneny near LERSHING, : %

-

™ie aerial streng*h of the enemy air force in SINGAPORE a* *he

beginning of January was estimated a* 60 fighters (Hawker Hurricanes and

Buffelos), 20 bombers (mainly Bleiheims) and 10 sea.pilnes (mainly Conso-

. lidated). “j' sr the la'‘er pa.r‘ of ¥ e‘brua.ry, a amall force of enemy

planes &' racked our air bases, La.k:n.ng adm{:.ga of *hs dark evonings.




The deploymen* :ln *ho admce Q:E' *hl %:Ln foz'ce of the 3rd

" Air Division into }MA up o ‘ho ond of Daoemher is shm in attached
sable No, 7. While co-opara*:ms directly wiib A{- 25*1: Army in 1's
Qpera*ion with i*s 3rd &ir Bnga.dc, -prepnra*ion-s fare bcihg- mda ‘0 raze

the SINGAPCRE area wi‘h +the T+h and 12*!1 Air Brigaadu. Ado’b'riing +o *he

progress of ‘he opera‘ions, sach a.ir sec*ari- un:‘.' m' nﬁking prepsra*iun

for *he gradual advance in‘e nor‘hern WA and e oaoly nn—opara"ed in
+he opgraJJ.ons of the air un:.*a. i
)'.

As soon as +he ??ABIEI De*achmem neaup:lod KGMSH, *he Air .

Division commander sen' ‘he sec*or uni-‘-s 1o *ha sama urfiolds und aquippod'.

+hem,

+he 3rd Air Brigad_a coman&or boli_.eved tha* 1her..e was ili'xdica*ion-
of growing enemy s*rené-'-h at+ sﬁidﬁﬁ_during +he *ime +aken by *he
~enemy during which 'he Air B}isa.d;;'wta a.d'_vjmcing. in BURKA, I+ harrassed
verious airfields in SINGAPCGE aﬁd ‘qxﬁi}xsﬂd the Figh*ing will of *he
enemy. Surprise nigh* a*‘acks ;cmnced from 29 December with & emall __ S
* number of planes (ﬁsually 2 .pla.z_les). : :
The 3rd Air Division commander issued *he following or’d-e_r' on
31 December a* SII‘TIGEIBA‘;”ANI as regarded meking more v:i.‘gorc;!:.m nigh+ sur-
priéo a_“ acks, .
1, The Air Division will harrass by surprise the enemy air
 bases near SI. GAPORE .,
: Up *+ill 4 Jenuary *he 22nd Air Regimen* will make a night*
at+ack on SINGAPORE, The +ime of each a*tack will be broadcas*,

G

2. Tith a smell force of planes detached from +his bombing

unit, *he 3rd Air Brigade commander will surprise *he enemy airfields -
in SINGAPORE in *he eveing when *he opportuni‘y permi's, The +ime ;f
*he a“e.ck was se* a* an odd numbered hour, ;
3, The T+h Air Bngado comnander will conduc*t nigh+ly nurpniue ;
a' tacks on she air bases in SINGAPORE wi*h 4 small force frm Ja.nnu-y %o

9 Janua.gy. The +ime of n’- ack was se& a* an ‘even numbered hour.

4, These :mi*s will be infdl\-mad af *he m‘-hor rw near .






SINGAPORL‘ from 1400 hours 48 2000 hm.irl.

Based on the above man‘-ioned ex‘dera, *ha 3x'd a,nd ?*h A:lr Brigarles

~ opera*ed successively every nigh* +ha* *ha weather pemi“od a.nd a.ohieved

favorable results,

Notess

1, The nigh+ surprise a‘*acks on SINGAPORE were minlyn&da
by 1ligh* bombers which flew over *he EALAGGA Strai*, -6&5"?&!1&1""'39 v

into a glide and éive-bo.nbed +he enemy, .The reason £¢r *heae

was *+hat* *~he targets were distinc+ and oa.sily diacernibla a.mi ‘he J-u.king,
of ’_ha enemy by surprise '"'as an easy ma*ter, =
2. Our planes re*urnad safely without lossas a.1+hou.gh *ht
enemy utilized 70 searchligh's, 200 4.4, guns and & mll force .ot:f:lgh*m :
around the air bases in BZE'G&.PORE and +he oi*y mmr 'rhe 3rd Lir
Diviaion comrander, as mentioned before, no+ only -onndu‘ié’ed n:l.-gm sur=-
prise ;'*acks.on SINGAPORE and cn-o;;ara!-oﬁ wi‘h the 25_413 Army, 'gu*-'wu
meking prepara‘iong for iri*eg:aive.anpihils.*ing a*+acks égnins* the -onouy

air s*reng*-fl with *he respeciiva uni+s, However, on ",lrJanuu'jr +he T+h

Air ﬁriga_de‘ was concen‘rated on *he KO‘L‘AB&}U M_mal':airi’ialq group,

As .soon as 4ho'-K‘L‘TANTAI€ airfield was comple+ed, *he 12+th air'Brigado {+he
47+h Independen* Equadron with *ype 2 fighters was a*’;aehed on 4 January)
advenced ‘o *he same airfield end issued ‘he following arders on 8
January, ;
1. I-n conduc*ing +he 'oombing‘ of SINGAPORE, *he sector and
cla.sifiad names is as in *he separa‘e chart, : .
The Army'l&nd Navy egreemen* concerning *he aerial opera*ions
againgt SINGAPORE is as in separa‘e shee* No, i
.__ 2, The Air Division will annihila*e *he enemy air s‘rength
at SINGAPORE, - :

‘The first day of ‘he a‘*ack wilh.ke set at 11 January on a

aepara ‘¢ order,
The summary of *he aserial opera*ions over sm&mu is as IH-**on_
in separa*e sheet No, 2, ? e s :
S mhe T*h Air Brigade cmndar will dispa*eh a powerful .
uni+ compoaed of figh*ar- Z.nd bombers and -Hu 12+h Air BWQ comdar Sl
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Separated Volume No. 1
¥

The Army ahd Navy Agreement on
Air Operations in the SINGAPORE Area

Commander of the 3rd Air Group
Lieutenant General DQDlI SUGAWARA
Commander of thé 22nd Air Combat Unit
Rear Admiral SADAICHI MATSUNAGA .

- Thes memorandum shows the early stagés of fha operation hased on
the agreement between the Southern Army and the Southern Fleet in add-
ition to an outline of the subsequent attacks:
No.il. Military strength.

Army

The 3rd Air Brigade (approximately 15 planes) 59th Air Regiment.
T&pa 1 Fighters--2 squadrons

The 7th Air Brigade (50-80 planes) 50th Independent Air Squadron

i

Headquarter Reconnaissance Planes--1 squadron
64th Air Regiment _
Type 1 Fighters--3 squadrons
12th Air Reginent.
60th Air Regiment
98th Air Regiﬁent
-Hoavy bombers- In the early stages 3-6 squadrons of the above
. forces.
The 12th Air Brigade (70-80 planes)
47th-Independent Air Squadron
"KI" 44 planes--1 squadron .
1st Air Regiment
Type 97 Fighters--3 sguadrons
1lthcAir Regiment
Type 97 Fighters--3 squadrons
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The 81st Air Combat Unit

Headquarters Reconnaissance Planes--2 squadrons (10-20 planes
Navy :

The 22nd Fighter Unit .

Medfium size offensive planes--2 units 54 planes (When the -
occasion demands Type 1 land offensive planes will be used in place of
the medium size offensive planes). ' 4

Type O‘ship fighters--1 unit 20 pl_anes

Land reconnaissance planes--5 planes
No. 2. Bases.

Army:
The 3rd Air Brigade
IROH or KUANTAN : ~
The 7th Air Brigade :
AYER TAWAR

Heavy bomber unit--KUALA BESTO, TANANMERAW, -AERUTAWAL and
ALOR STAR
ARGTETAR

Fighter unit--IROH
Headquarter _Beconnaisaance plane unit--m
The 12th Air Brigade--KUANTAN
The 81st Air Combat Unit--SANGEI BATANI and AROLSTAR
Navy:
Medium size offensive plane unit;
SAIGON, SUNGEI 5‘1’&35‘;, KOTA BHARU
Fighter unit and land reconnaissance unit,
KOTA BHARU (if it is necessary KUALA BESTO will be used).
No. 3.\ Distribution of assault targets.
Although the targets are pre-arranged as follows the two forces wil
1r necessary &bsist each other 1,n carrying out their mission. .
Army--TENGAH Airfield and K.lm Airfield.
Haw—-m Airfield, SELETAR Airfield and enemy vessels in the

viecinity of SINAPORE.
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No. 4., Outline of the Assault.

Some changes will be inevitably with each assault, however, the

outline for the day of attack and the day following is as follows:

1. The army and navy will cooperate closely in the assault, The

first attack will be carried out solely by the army. Although the first
day of the assault is scheduled for 11 January this will be arranged for

separately.

over

meet

2. The assault is scheduled as follows:
The 1st attack. ' .
The 1st day--1000 (time A)
The 2nd attack
The 1st day--1430 (time B)
The 3rd attack '
The 2nd dﬁy—-lloo (timeC)
3. Outline of the 1lst attack.
The forces to be used:
- Heavy bombers--approximately 30 planes.
Type 97 fightors:—approxinately 70 planes.
Type 1 fhghters--approximately 40 planes.
MKI" 44 planes--approximately 7 planes.
Starting rrqm KUANTAN and KEDAH Airfields the will advance directly
SINGAPORE through the front of-i%iﬁﬂE and KAHANG. Both forces will
over TENGMAN Airfield at 1000.

4, Outline of the 2nd attack.

(1). Army:
Type 97 fighters--approximately 70 planes.
"KI" 44 planes--approximately 7 planes.
(The base will be KUANTAN.)

Navy: % :
Medium size offensive planes 54 planes (27 planes will be at

KOTA BHARU and the remaining 27 planes will be at SAIGON).

Type 0 fighters--20 plnnel.'
Land reconnaissance planes--2 planes.

(The base will be KOTA BHARU.)
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The above forces will ehlarge the area of assault of the 1st ittack.
(2)s The naval air unit in MALAY will pass through KEANTAN and
attack the enemy in cooperation with the 12th Army Air Brigade at 1430.
Prior to the passing of the main force over KUANTAN one naval land re-
connaissance plane will be in contact with the 12th Air Brigade. The
attgek will be carried eut as scheduled with full str regardlewms
of the weather condition or any other contingency. ejﬁth
(3)s In case of bad weather the type O fighter unit will transfer
to KUALA BESTO a day before the attack., The army will secommodate this
unit with supplies, quarters provisions ete.
' 5. Outline of the 3rd attack.
(1). The forces to be used.
e Akoe STRE AYER TAWAR
Heavy bonbers-—approxinately.60 planes (AROESTAR and AERUTEWAL)
Type 1 fighters--approximately 40 planes (IROH)
" Type 97 fighters--approximately 70 planes (KUANTAN)
"KI" 44 planes--approximately 7 planes (KUANTAN)
Navy: : g
Medium size offensive planes--27 planes (KOTA BHERU)
Type O fighters--20 planes(KOTA BHA&U& -
(When the weather is unfavorable only type O fighters will be
used.)
(2). Time of attack--1100
.(3). For purposes of communication a naval land reconnaissance »
plane will make reports to the unit located at KUANTAN of the action of
the nava; planes enroute to this unit,
& The 4th etec, attacks.
rThp army will be in charge of attack on odd numbered days (nights °
ineluded) and the navy will be in eﬂarﬁe on even numbered dayé. The
details of the targets will be decided according to the situation.
Ho.-S. Intelligence. -
1. Intelligence reports will be mutually exchanged above all each

force will imform one;another as soon as possible as the number of planes

e ’



destroyed. . .
2. Meteological intelligence reports will be made by the army to
the navy at she proper time.

No. 6. Utization of airfields.

In the event that the naval air unit is forced to land ever the
KEDAH sector due to unfavorable weather ar any other situation the
SUNGEI BATANI Airfield will be used provided that they are able to tran-
sfer to other air fields in the event that an emergency ﬁrises, The
armyunit will assist in the above planes,

No. 7. Distinguishing friendly forces from the enemy.

1 In distinguishiﬁg freendly forces from the dnamy, other than

+

the formal regulation, when planes approach each other at a distance of
200 meters or less, one plane.will tip its wing\sovernl times and if
the other is a friendly plane it will answer with the same sign.
. 2o For purposes of mutual reeognition between friendly planes one .
plane wi;l-be di;patched as follows pr%gr to the aetion:
8 January--"KI" 44:pkate to KOTA BHARU.
9 January--Type O ship fighter to IROH.
lo January--Type O ship fighter to KUANTAN.
(Any changes made will be notified).
No. 8. Miscellaneuus. ‘
When any agreement is changed the forces will be informed as soon

as possible.

Separated VolumeNo. 2

The outline of the air operation in SINGAPORE.
No. 1. Pufpose.

17 Prior to the capture of SINGAPORE by the 25th Army the enemy
air foree in BRITISH MALAY will be deStroyed.

2. Following the above operation important targets located in
SINGAPORE will be attacked and enemy res;stnnea will be erushed.
No. 2. The outline of deployment. ; )

: 1. The KUANTAN airfield will be rapi#ly reconstrusted by the air

g
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sector wnit in cooperation with the TAMI Detachment. The reconstrﬁctioz
is scheduled to be completed on 7 January and not later than 10 January.

2. The necessary men and materials will be sent with the 5th div-
ision and immediately after the capture of KUALA LUMPUR and Kfaau
Airfields they will reconstruct these airfields. Later one part of the
18th Air Sector Unit will be forwarded there.

3. When 1 and 2‘15 completed to some extent the 12th Air Regiment
and the 64th Air Regiment (the 59th-11r Regiment will fake place of &
one of the above forces when the occasion demands) will advance to the
KUANTAN Airfield while one part of the 3rd Air Regiment will move into

" the KUALA LUMPUR Airfield. |

4, The main force of the 7th Air Brigade will complete the deplBy-
ment of the KOTA BH!RU Airfield group and theKEDAH Sector Airfield
group by the first day of the assault. m ahd WIﬂl
be included in the KEDAH Sector Airfield group.

No. 3. The outline for attack. :

1; The strength of the enemy air force in SINBAPORE will be de-
termined aﬁd its fightee units will be destroyed as soon as possible,
followed by the annihilation of the rest of the force. The attack is
scheduled of 8 January. brders will be hissued separately from this
outline. _ :

2. Following the above attack the main targets will be demolished
and the enemy resistance will be crushed by using large scale attacks
or surpeise attacks urnitil SINGAPORE is capfured. (This operation is
scheﬁulad for the first ten days of February.)

3. In carrying ou the above operations (1 and 2) every effort
will be made to destroy the enemy anti-aircraft guns.

No. #,-.Pfeparation for: the: ~ammr Opetation. v,

1. If it is necessary the eneﬁy ‘air power in SUMATRA will be de-
stroyed during the SINGAPORE Operation.

2. In order to attgck Southern SUHATRA, the Lunu&-lnd KAHANG
Airfields will be rapidly reconstructed to acconmodate type 1 fighter
units and heavy bomber units. '

Nofe: Since our forces suffered some loses in the attack on
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RANGOON the 59th Air Combat unit was transferred to the 7th Air Brigade °
on 7 January to increase the stredgth of the fighter unit. On the same
day the 10th Air Brigade and some other units were released from the

5th Air Group by order of the Southern Army while the 7th Air Sector

Headquarters and other units were atbached to this group.

Orders of the Southern Army (summary)

3+ To enforce air operations in MALAY and BURMA,

2. The 5th Air Group wil come under our @frect eommand'while the: 14th
Army Air Unit will be under the command of the 14tp Army.

3. The commander of the 3rd Air Group will return the units shown in
separated sheet No. 1 to their sormer positions and transfer the units
shown in the separate sheet No. 2 to the 5th Air Group. . :

When the commander of the 5th Air Group arrives in SIAM the 3rd A
'A;r Group commander willl be relieved of the duty of destroying the enemy
air force #n the<BURHA\Area and in assisting the 15th Army with its
operattons. |
4, The commander of the 5th Air Group will carry out air #éperations
according to the following.instruetions: '

1. During its advance the CHINESE Army located in the border
area of the Northern INDO-CHINA will be annihilated in one assault.

2. The enemy air power in the BURMA Area will be destroyed as
soon as possible and the group will assist the 15th Army in its opera-
tions. _

3. At the right time it will cut off the BURMA Road and attack
enemy transports in the ANDAMAN Sea.

4,  When reﬁuired it will by using heavy bombers assist the 3rd
Air Group in the attack on SINGAPORE. The time for the operation will
be decided sepérately. 3

5. The units listed in attached sheet No. 1 and 2 will be trans-
ferred to the commander of the 5th Air Group when he arrives in SIAM.
Other units will be transferred at 12co on 10 January. ;
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_6. The cormander-in-chief of the Southern Army will be in SAIGON.
Attached Bheet No. 1 ' :

The units which will be returned from the command of the 3rd Air
Group to their former positions:

The 10th Air Brigade;

The 40th Air Field Bn. (fighters)

The 97th Air Field Bn. (light bombers)

Attached Sheet No. 2. . : -

The units which will be transferred to the commander of the 5th
Air Group from the 3rd Air Group.

The 7th Air Sector Heqdqnarters.

The 15th Air Field Bn. (fighters)

The 9th Air Field Co. (heavy bombers)™

The 29th Air Fleld Co. (headquarters reconnaissance planes)

The 36th Field Anti-aircragt En. .

Air Operations in the SINGAPORE District.

On the 10 th the commander of the group decided that 12th will be
the first day of operations and continued to make preparations.

In aéeordance with the above decision the 7th and the 12th Air
Brigaded of the group attacked on the ;2th. However the enemy planes
'did not take any positive action since most of their force had retreated
toward SUMATRA. Consequently only 16 planes were shot down.

Due to the lack of enemy resistance the scheduled objectives were .
éhanged to attacking important establishments in SINGAPORE and moppiné
up éhe remaining enemy air power. On the 13th the following orders
were "issued.

- 1.  The result of the st and 2nd attack #n the SINGAPORE Operation
was 16 planes shot down. The epemy fighters appeaked to be retreatihg.

2. From the M¥th the group will assault the military key-points
in SINGAPORE City and mop up the remaining air power in the SINGAPORE
District. : | _ _

3. From the 14th the commander of the 7th Air Brigade will attack
imported militaerestablishments and enemy air fields in the_SINAPbRE
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distriect., After the completion of the 3rd assault he will return the .
59th Air Combat Unit to its former command in I!OH.

4, From the 14th the commander of the 3rd Air Brigade will attack
important military installations and enemy airfields in the SINGAPORE
didtrict with all of his available force in addition to carrying on his
present mission., After the completion of the 3rd attack thé 59th Air
Combat Unit will return to his command. ‘

5. The time Bor assault of prders Nos. 3 and 4 is as follows:

The 3rd Air Brigade willattack on every odd hour while the 7th
Air Brigade will attack on every odd homr plus thirty minutes,

: 6. The commander of the 12th Air Brigade will assist the 3rd ahd
7th Air Brigades as much as possible. In addition he wiil mop up the
remaining enemy air resistance in the SINGAFORE District.

7. The commander of the B1st Air Combat Unit will continue his
present duties. : ‘

- The commander of the 3rd Air Brigade cooperated with the 25th Army
in its battle with the main force of his brigade. In addition one part .
of the brigdde attacked the airfields in DEMKERWAN and TENGAH and
several planes made a surprise attack at midnight on the same area.
The commander of the 7th Air Brigade attacked the air fields in SELETER
‘and TENGAH daily as well as central establighments in SIﬁGAPORE with %
main force of his brigade. Moreover several planes assisted the 3rd
Air Brigade in a surprise attack at midnight.

The commander of the 12th Air Brigade assisted the 3rd and $th
Air Brigdde. However no enemy planes were shot down since they offered
no air pesistance.

meanwhile the commander of the group changed the lieation of the
bases to the area south of the.mouth of the PAPAN River-MENTARAB&Cape
RACHADO with the progress of the operation of the 25th Army. On the
18th he ordered the commander of the 15th Air Sector to reconstruct
the airfields in Mﬁi KAHANG, and PAPPAHAT. .

By attacking SINGAPORE continually for 10 days the group acquired
absclute air su;rémaey in that area. However in consideration of the
progress of the battle bu the 25th Army the following orders were issued
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on the 26th to annihidated enemy tesistance.

1. The engmy facing the 25th Army appears to be making its last
atamd. '

2. The group will.attack the ememy in the SINGAPORE Area day add
night and break their resistance in addition to cooperating secretly
with the 25th Army.

3. The commander of the 3rd Air Brigade will carry on its present
duties., e

4, Fiom 28 January the commander of the 7th Air Brigaée will
continue to attack important objectives in the SINBAPORE Area during
thé day with a superior unit. He will furthermore attack enemy resist-
ance Wwith several planes by night attacks. '

' The details of the attack on the PALEMBANG Airfield will be
issued separatly from the above.

5. The commander of the 12th Air Brigade will continue in his
present mission. When the PAPPAHAT Airfield is reconstructed and equ-
ipped it will be used as an operation base. After the completion of
the above airfieid he will theﬁ secure air supremacy over SINGAPORE
and its vicinity and seek out and destroy enemy planes.

6. The Commander of the 15th Air Sector 1111 reconstruct and
complete the PAPPAHAT Airfield for the above unit and then take charge
of maintainance of the airfield. One part of the 25th Army will co-
operate in reconstructing the PAPPAHAT Airfield.

The 3rd Air Brigade kept in contact with the 7th Air Brigade while
cooperating with the 25th Army in the operation. In addition it made
a surprise attack on the airftelds in EENGAH, SELZTAR, iﬁiﬂéﬁgfg etc.
at night. The 7th Air Brigade- attacked continously @romn the 26th to:the
31st aéa bombed the airfield in KALANg TENGAH, SEMSERWA and SELETAR
the military establishments in SINGAPORE ghia KALAN as will as the vessels
in and mear the port.

The 12th Air Brigade engaged 51 enemy fighters and bombers which
were p}otecting the convoy over ENDAU on the 26th and shot down 40 |
planes. This Air Brigade advanced to the PAPPAHAT Airgield on the 3lst.
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this unit bombed the viecinity of fha northern bridge base tﬁ cooperation '
with the 7th Air Brigade which was planning to #dvance into that area.

The epemy artillery Bommardment of the 25th Army was rather severe
in the %g%%%;Area. On the other hand many enemy shbps were discovered
sailing southwest in the vicinity of the southern tip of MALAY Pennisula
by a headquarter reconnaissaace plane on the 30th. The commander.or
the Air Brigade silenced the enemy artillery with the main force and
attacked the ships with a detachment, Prior to this the landing opera-
tion on ENDAU was suspended and on 20 January the 18th Divisioirlanded '
on SINGAPORE. All available army transportation facilities were util-
ized for the operation against SINGAPORE.

Accordingly the air brigade temporarily stopped converting the
base south of KUALA LUMPUR due to the difficulty iq\transphrting_rnpl
and ammunition., The flight of the 27th &ir Combat Unit from KUALA
~ LUMPUR to SINGAPORE\?IS diffdcult since the ﬁase was at the extreme
end of the battle line, Furthermore, the 75th and the 90th.Combat Unit
encountered some inconveniences in starting from fgggﬁ. Consequently
the commander of the Air Brigade fequested the commandef of the group
to at least assign the fighter unit and the assault unit to the vicinity
of KULANG.

This request was granted and the followfng units were assignéd to
KULANG.

One part of the 27th Air Combat Unit on 30 January; the main force
of the above unit on the 30st; the 59th Air Combat Unit and the 15th
Independent Air Unit on 1 February. From 3 February the main force of
the 75th Combat Unit and the 90th Combat-Unit were advanced to KUALA
LUMPUR while the remainder was advanced to i%fﬁﬁﬁ;

On the mornihg of 31 January JOHORE Bridge was demolighed by the

!

enemy.
Escorting of the convoy and the protection &f the port in the
ENDAU Area by the 12th Air Brigade. : :
As mentioned previously the plan for the 18th Division landing in

s > TP ey
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Prior to the above operations the gommander-in-chief of the South-
ern Army made plans to send the main forces of the 18th Divisden to
the ENDAU Area to capture SINGAPORE with fhe cooperation of the army
and navy. On 13 January the operational details were cleated up by
the army and navy and by command of the Southern Army. The commander
of the 3rd Air Group ordered the 12th Air Brigade to éscort the convoy
and protect the port. He also ordered the 35& Air Brigade to assist
in the land operation. This operation order, however, was rescinded
on the 19th. On the same day one part of the indgﬁendent eggineering
unit and the anti-aircraft company were put under the.command of the
3rd Air Group. The commander of the group was ordefed to disembark
the air unit (one part of the signal unit of the 96th Air field Bn.)
which had been waiting in CAMHERAN Bay %o the ENDAU Area by 26 January.

Cooperation of the 3rd Air Brigade in the land operation.

Immediately after the 25th Army eccupied MALACCA on 15 January
one parékof the Guard Division was ordered to land on PAPFAHAT from
fhe sea and interupt the retreating enemy. Since this interception
was an important part of the army operation thg commander of the 3rd
_Air Bfigade stopped his assistance and the 5th Division cooperated with '
the Guard Division from the 18th. He then ordered the main force (the
27th, 59th and the 15th Independent Air.Uhit) to advance to KUALA
LUMPUR and the 75th and 90th Combat Unit to }gggﬂ.

Although the battle situation of the Guard Division had not devel-
oped by 23 January the operation on the front of the 5th Division d;vel-
oped so far beyond expectation that it was able $o advance to the viei-
nity of YOMPEN. Consequentlj the commander of the 3rd Air Brigade
chénged his main objective to cooperate with the 5th Division and to
‘route the enemy in the-iﬁiiﬁa-Area. He furthermore, ordered the Hbad;
qﬁarters reconnaissance plan;Munit to wateh the JOHORE Bridge and to

prevent the enemy from entering SINGAPORE Island. On the 29th and 30th,
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the ENDAU Area was suspended. In accordance with the order of the
Southern Army to debark one part of the airfield battalion and other
units on ENDAU the 3rd Air Gpuup advanced the 12th Air Brigade to
KUANTAN to escort the convoy. The movements of the convoy were as
follows:

Departed SAIGON on the evening of 22 January, arrived at SINGORA
at 2400 on the 25th; departed there on the morning of the 26th; arrived
at ENDAU and‘eoﬁpleted debarkation by the eyening oflthe 28th. (3 days
were reserved for disembarkation). |

The 12th Air Brigade forwarded its=ha1n forece to KUINTAN immediately
after the capture of that area by the TAMI Detachment. One squadron es=-
corted the above convoy.

At dawn of the 26th the convoy was ao_kilometers or more off ENDAU.
After the navy had cleared mines the convoy lowered anchor at ENDAU Port
at 1040 hours and disembarkation began from approx. 1200 houfs. At 0936
hours 2 enemy fighters (LOCKHEED HUDSON) f;ew over the convoy but were
" driven back by our planes. Around 1635 hours approx. 30 enemy fighters.
and bombers came to att@ck the convoy. At that time one squadron (9
planes) of the 11th Air Combat Unit of the 12th Air Brigade was patrol-
ling the area and without hesitation attacked the enemy. In addition
. one more squadron (9 planes) of the 1lst Air Combat Unit participated in
the battle, During the cogbat which lasted approx. 30 minutes 24 enemy
planes were shot down. Our losses were only 2 planes.

At approx. 1900 hours 18 enemy fighters came to attack. Ome
squadron of the 1st Air Combat Unit and the 47th Independent Air Squad-
ron intercepted them and shot down 15 planes. Our losses were nil. At
approx. 2000 hours 6 enemy bombers approached the convoy. One squadron
;f the 11th Air Combat Unit eng&:ed them and destroyed one plane. W;
suffered no damages. Judging ffom’the above attacks the enemy carried
on waves of attacks purposely at intervals of one to two hours. How=
ever, they suffered heavy damages from our air forwe.

As a result of this debarkation nearly alljof the remaining enemy
air forece in SINGAPORE which had been hiding until now was destroyed.
This made the attack on SINGAPORE by the 25th Army and the 3rd Air _Group
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comparatively easy and favorable for us.

The actions of the air sector units are as follows:

4 U The 1st Air Sector Unit which was deployed throughout Southern INDO=-
CHINA rorwardéd one unit to SUNGEI BATANI which was pdaced under the
command of the 18th Air Sector Unit. The main force of the unit was

put under the direct jurisdiction of the Southern Army and on 7 January
and performed the following duties.

(1). Ground operations for the army air units which passed through
INDO-CHINA or station;d,in Southern INDO-CHINA and assisted in their
transportation duties. . .

(2). Assisted the ground units of the group which were advancing
toward MALAY and took charge of the aircraft mgtérial left behind.

2., The 12th Air Sector Unit.

This unit was scattered in Southern SIAM and the KOTABHARU area
and served mainly in distributing, forwarding and evacuating aircraft
material forwarded by vessels and trains, At one time the unit assisted

' the 7th Air Brigade which was based in the KOTABHARU area in the battle.
3. The 15th Air Sector Unit. .

. On 9 January the duties of this sector were transferred to the
1st Air Sector Unit and then on 18 January the main force concentrated
at SUBGEI BATANI. ‘n the same date the 15th Air Sector was reorganized
in the district éouth of the mouth of DAHANG River-MENTAKOB-Cape RACHADO
and some other units were put under its command, Immediately after
this the main force rollowéd the front line units and deployed to various
units to LABIS, KAHANG, EE£E§E and PAPPBHET which had just been captured.
The reconstruction of these areas was generally completed shortly before
the end of the month. Some other air units were also deployed in
these &;stricts. -

4, The 18th Air Sector Unit.

This unit forwarded a detachment to-}PQH and TAIPING during the
first ten days of the month immediately after having deployed the air
unit simultaneously with the advance of the land forces and cooperated
with the air units in addition to accumulating materials for rapid
ofganization. During the gecond ten days when the entire 7th Air
Brigade moved into the KEDLﬁ distriet the air sector cooperated with

% ’
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them in reconstructiﬁg the airfield. Moreover after the lanﬁ force had
reached the KULANG-KURLA LUMPUR line the 15th @ir Sector Unit and the
;obile units reconstructed the KUALA LUMPUR Airfield which had been
éompletely destroyed by the enemy. Later the 18th Air Sector cooperated
secretly with the 3rd Air Brigade which was half deployed to the above
airfield. : ;

Meanwhile enemy planes attacked the aigrields at KUALA LUMPUR,
SUNGEI RATANI, IPbH, ete. for several days and great efforts were madé
to repulse. them. : -

In short this unit was kept very busy servicing the main force of
the group which was deployed within ghe d;strict as'well as naval planes
and the large units of planes under the direct command of the army.

5. = The KUANTAN Air Sector Unit.

The unit cooperated wecretly with the 12th Air Brigade in the battle
from KUANTAN, In addition it helped to distribute and transport air-
craft materials. On 31 January this unit was combined with and put
under the command of the 15th Air Sector Unit.

The action of the Naval Air Force, .

Froﬁols to 31 January the Naval Air Force attacked SINGAPORE ten
timds and shot down approx. 70 planes, In addition they greafly damaged
ground.installations.

The action of the‘enemy air forces,

Due to our decisive air supremacy the enemy air force in SINGAPORE
gradually retreated into SUMATRA and used SINGAPORE only ad an advance
base. : L

The action of the 3rd Air Group on 31 January is shown in
illustration No. 8.

»
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Paragraph V, Ceeperatien in the land Operatiens at the Time ef the
Capture ef SINGAPORE by the 25th Army.

(Summary ef the Pregrees ef the Operatiens ef the 25th Army)

The 25th Army began preparatiens fer the capture of SINGAPORE immedia-
tely upen its arrival at the JOHORE waterway en 31 January and cemmenced
landing at 2400 en 8 rsbrﬁn.ry after a fiepce battle. SINGAPORE was cem-

rletely captured en 15 February.

(Summary ef the Pregreess eof the Operatiens of the 3rd Air Group)

The main ferce of the 3rd Air Greup -.tta_cke& enemy warships and mer-
chantmen escaping frem SINGAPORE Harbeur and ceeperated with the 25th Army.
It alse carried out destructive aerial warfare in the SUMATRA area with
a part of its stremgth. Omn the 14th, it carried out a raiding eperatien
on PALEMBANG.

Nete: The eperation in the SUMATRA area will be written in the sectien

centaining the DUTCH INDIES eperatien.

(Aerial eperatiens during the peried of preparatien feor the capture ef
SINGAPCRE.) '

The 3rd Air Greup Comma.nd.of reorganized the air secter units in erder
te conferm with the attack preparatiens ef the 25th Army for the capture of
SINGAPORE. The air units alse advanced as the airfialda‘\nra completed
and ceeperated in the attack preparatiens ef the 25th Army. Furthermere,
the 3rd Air Greup carried eut the necessary recennaissance and feinted
in the air in erder te cenceal the plan ef the 25th Army. Subsequently,
it attacked a greup of eil tankers off "SELEPAR" and "KULANCEI" day and
night with its main bedy. ZEnemy warships and merchantmen in the Strait

of MALACCA were alse attacked. ~N

{
\

The main 7th Air Greup attacked important military installatienms,

wharves, and wardhouses in SINGAPORE. Mereever, a part eof the ferce attaci-

ed fleeing enemy warships and merchartmep, the KARAN Airfidld, the eastern »

: . TIMAH
fertwees of MANDAI Hill, and the enemy vesitiens on _ " Hill and

facilitated the tplrl.t.{onal preparation of the army. The 12th Air Group

< B

acting in clese ceoperatien with the 3rd and 7th Air G‘rin.pl; attacked enemy
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planes and pretected the eperatienal preparatiens ef the Army. Meanwhile,
on the 3rd, the Greup Cemmander gave imstructiens as te the censtructien
of air bases te be advanced after the captmre ef SINGAPORE Island and alse
changed the cemmand pest te W en the 4th. On the 5th arrangements
with the 26th Army were made. Thus, the Air Greups acquired cemplete
commend ef the air ever SINGAPORE as well as bembing impertant military
installatiens and il tankers. The eperatienal preparatien eof the 26th
Army was perfected. The 3rd Air Greup cemmander drew up the fellewing plan
for the capture of SINGAPORE. On the 4th, the Air Group Commander gave
instructiens fer the coeperatien with the 265th Army and te centinue pre-

paratiens.

Outline of the Coeperatien in the Campaign te Capture SINGAPORE.
I. Plan : b

1. The Air Greup, keeping pace with the 25th Army plan te capture.
SINGAPORE will cempletely eliminate enemy air activity in the SINGAPOEE
secter. It will alse attack key pesitiens en the island as well as direct-
1y ceeperating in land cembats ef the lst line forces te accelerate the
capture of the ebjective.

The cemmencement of the eperation will begin en 7 February.

II. Summary ef the 25th Army Plan fer the Capture ef SINGAPORE

(1) Plan _

2. The Army, after wiping out the enemy nerth ef JOHORE Channel, will
make careful preparatiens te sterm the enemy frem the secter west eof th:‘
land bridge with its full strength and restrict the enemy te the te;:tor
east of the land bridge. Then it will quickly advance te the impertant
lines in the vicinity eof "gl-g;;‘::t’ If the enemy still dees net surrender,
we will attack éand everwhelm the whele island.

(2) Outline ~

lst Phase. The peried fer attack preparatiens.

3. After wiping out the ememy in the vicinity ef JOHORE, each divisien
with a part ef its force will n;tp.np the nerth bank secter ef JOHORE Chamnel
after capture ef the river bamk. It will make the izhabitants withirav te
the secter merth ef "PONAANKER®, “ERAI", and KOTA TINGGI. It will be re-

eponsible for the recennaissance ef the enemy and the ferrain, and will
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cover the depleyment ef the artillery.

'rho_ _min bedy will cencentrate as fellews and prepare fer subsequent
attacks. Hewever, the Guard Divieien will divert the enemy te the uétor
east of the lmd bridge by making aggressive and wide feiat meves.

GD In the vioinity ef TEBRAU and "MASAI"

6D Secter east eof

18D Secter east of the Reserveir Height

4, The Artillery Unit under the direct cemmgnd ef the army will eccupy
pesitiens in the secter nerth of JOHORE BHARU with its main bedy and in the
vicinity of A 572 with a part ef its ferce. It will ebstruct the use of
. enemy airfields by bembarding the oil tanks at 'TﬁGL'. "SENBAWANG, and

ASIR PANJANG
Ii‘ﬂm' with the coeperatien of the divisienal artillery and alse
destrey impertant military installatiene. It will neutralize the enemy
artillery ab the Dreper tide. Durine this verieh hvatiiiee teat will

prepars pesitiens fer the main bedy in the upper stream secter of the "MALAE"

River and make the main bedy change its pesitiens en the nighte ef X-2 and X-1.

5. After the advance te the JOHORE Channel line, the days ef prepara-
tien required till the commencement of attack is estimated te be five days.

£nd Phase. (Peried of the capture ef SINGAPORE)

6. Upen cempletien ef the attack preparations, the entire artillery
will carry out preparatery 'bon'bn.rd‘.ment for attack frem the merning eof X
dny. simul taneously v‘ith the bembing by the air units.

7. The main bedies ;r the 5D and 18D will advance te the merth bank
secter of the JOHORE Channel en the night ef X-1 d=y and cemplete prepara-
tiens for the attack.

The GD will centinue ite feint meves until the night eof X-1 day and
then cencentrate in the secter east and west ef JOHORE BHARU after the latter
half -af the night of X-day while a part ef the ferce remains.behind.

8. Each unit will land simultaneously with the first landing ferces :
of the 5D and 18D at 2230 en X~-day immediately after the supperting assaunlt
fire of the artillery. Part ef the 18D will check the mevements of the
enemy sea ferces frem the di.ra;:ti.an of the west end ef the channel.

-9. The unite which u;l.andod en the enemy beach will enlarge their
Zokinadlh todiiie SR BouiE ot aaih K SAGUIMIE U Al L T .
the merning eof X £ 1 day and centinue te advance te the "JHRON& River-
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"BKIMANDAI" Hill line. After cencentrating the fircén on the same line
G, O Timad '
and preparing for the attack en "BEITEFMA" Hill, they will break threugh
the enemy po'sitio_nl and advance te the line east of the same hill under
the clese ceeperatien of the air units. Infantry, tanks, and artillery
will be utilized. The GD will cencentrate in the rear of the 5D and
advance tethe secter east ef the reserveir frem the directien eof "MANDAI"
at the preper time.

10. In case the enemy dees net surrender evem after eour advnnc;a te the

feregeing line, we will attack and eccupy the city and the surreunding :
BLARANGHAT)
fertresses. At this time, the 18D will stand guard against the "BIAGAN=
MAFEF" and ﬁm: Fortresses and if necessary, capture them with a
part of its ferce.
III. Outline of. the Air Operatiems. oy
lst Phase The Period of Attack Preparatiens

1x. The results ef the SINGAPORE air eperatiens were exploited and at
the ume‘ time, preparatiens were nade fer the PALEMBANG eoperatiens. The
mevement of enemy planu. in the air over the SINGAPOEE secter was cempletely
destroyed.

12. ¥nile the attack en the SINGAPORE secter will be repeatedly
carried eut with fighters the main purpese of the air ferce will be te
guard the eky abeve the main bedies eof the 5D, 18D, and the Army Artill;ry
junit andcever their i:repu:ationa for attack after X-1 day.

13. Our ferce will mainly attack the impertant military tarsets with
heavy bembers, subdue the center of ememy defensive installatiens and
attempt te break up t}‘w enemy's resistance.

14. The Light Bember (Aseault) Unit will cesperate in the attack
preparatiens with a 'part of ite strength and prepare fer its ceeperatien
after the commencement”ef attack (including X-day) with the main bedy.

2nd Phase  (The Peried of the Capture of SINGAPORE 1:imd)

15. The fighters will coeperate in the battle of khe heavy and light
‘bember with.‘a part of its ferce. It will gradually shift te tho_ preparatien
for the nxt_'. phase eof operatiens while being respensible for the centrel

of the air abeve the battlefield. 3
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16. Tho.Ligl'n Bember (huu;t) Unit with its main bedy will ceeperate
in the river cressing ef the first line divislens and the battles after
the river cressing frem the evening of X-day. Fer this reasen, after X-day
the Unit will neutralize the enemy en the nerth ceast ef SINGAPORE Island
in ceerdinatien with the Army Artillery Unit firing. Accempanying tho_
river crossing and the advance ef the main bedy ef the lﬁ. it will keep
ahead ef the main bedy ef the Army and meutralize the enemy in that lecality.
Particularly, the Unit will clesely ceeperate with the first line ferces
after the merning ef X-11 day at abeut the time ef the advance te 'F!HGA" -
airfiolﬁ and neutralize the enemy in _tho immediate frent. It will aleo
break up the enemy counter-attacks at the eppertune mements.

Acceompanying the advance ef the Army Artillery Unit, the Unit will
dppropriately change targets simultaneously with the artillery fire and
'mainly neutralize the enemy in the vicinity ef m Hill.

17. The Heavy Bember Unit will centinue its attacks en the targets
stated .in Item Ne, 13 in cenferming with the sltﬁntion in the advances of
the 5D and 18D. It will further endeaver te perceive the enemy plan
againset the right flank ef the main bedy ef the army .( interference frem the
west side fertress of SINGAPORE Island) and neutralize such attempts at
the preper time if the necessity arises.

18. Besides the feregeing, the Unit will abserve the mevements ef the
enemy sea forces at abeut the time of the river-cressing ef the land unite
and will subdue and annihilate these forces with the cesperatien of a part
of the 18D at the preper time. ’

8. TIMAMR

19. After the capture ef "BEITEMA" Hill, the Unit will chioﬂy attack
the city ef SINGAPORE, and at tha same time, destrey the enmmy en the flank
whe is ebstructing the advance ef the main bedy ef the A.nw It may alse
attacl: the onuw 8 escaping ships at epportune times.

;D._ The strength empleyed is as folh\vu.

7FB, 12FR, 60FR |

12¥B

#FB and 12FB cemmanders may use the st’rength' assigned fer the next
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phase of operatiens in the present campaign if the mecessity arises.
2l. The duty‘ of éach unit as fellews:

3¥B Direct ceoperatien in the capture operatien

7FB (except deficient units) ];utrncf.ion of key pesitiens en
SINGAPORE Island, rear targets, and pesitien installatiens as well as
crushing the resisting will of the enemy. .

12FB Annihilatien of enemy planes in the air abeve the SINGAPORE
secter; the pretectien ef the 25A during the peried ef preparatiens and in
the early stage of the attack and cesperatien with the 3FB and 7¥B,

Based on the abeve dispesitien, ‘tho 3rd Ah: Greup, in cempliance
with the request of the 25th Army, ceeperated in the feint meves ef the
Guard Divieien frem the directien of "UHIN" Island with a part ef ite ferce
on the 6th and 7th. On the 8th it teek charge ef the destructien eof enemy
searchlizhts in the area ef the main bedy ef the Army.

When the main bedy of the Army commenced ite river-cressing at mid-
night of Bth, the Air Unit ceeperated with ite main ferce and especially
f;cilita.ted the bat le progress of the Army by neutralizing the enemy art-
illery. On the 11th the Air Unit was apveinted te an additional duty ef
searching and a.ttécking the enemy ship groups. Satisfactery results were
ebtained in the attacks en enemy warships and merchantmen south ef SINGAPORE.

_ %he 7th Air Oreup attacked 17 times between the 9th and llth with
its full strength. It bembed the enemy pesitiens in the vicinity eof "FAN
AN", "JURONG", "MANDAI®, THE cmail fertress and the M' fork read.
On the 1llth it attacked the wharves, ships, and railread statiemns. Further
mere, the main point ef attack was directed tewards the enemy artillery
in the immediate frent of the 5th and 18th Divisiene in accerdance with
the Greup Order.  Thus the Air Unit bembed the heavy artillery pesitiens

PASIR PANJALE BLAKANGHATI
at "PASEERANFAN", CHANGI“ and the secter west of the city, and the "BhACAe

5\

 NMAN¥A" fortrese guns which‘ facilitated the advance ef the land units. It
alse attacked the retrsatin; lﬁip group with a part ef its ferce. The
total number ef planes of the 7th Air Greup that were in actien frem the
bezinning of February till the fall of SINGAPORE was actually 1._018 and
the bombs drepped was 773 tens. :
 The 12th Air Group pushed its Cemmand Pest form "QUANTAN® te "BAP-

PAHAT" on the 6th. It acquired air superierity ever SIVGAPORE Island in '(‘3
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" ceerdinatien with the attacks by the 3rd and 7th Adr Greups. Fellewing

- the advance of the land units, it advanced te "TENGA" airfield with a

~.

part of its force on the 13th and facilitate the mevements eof the 25th
Army and the bember units,

After the capture of the "TENGA" airfield by the 25th Army en the 10th,
the Group Commander ordered a part of the 15th Air Sa§tor Unit te b.dva:neo
te the airfield and take charge ef the emergency maintenance. On the 1lth
it was reinforced with a part ef the 18th Air Secter Unit. The airfield
w#'t; be used as a staging base of the 12th Air G’roup He further instruct-
ed all the air secter units te clesely ceoperate with the Air Groups. Thus
the A..‘:r Group ;an. at its full strength.

Thus, all the strategic peints ef SINGAPORE, the strengheld ef the
MALAY British Army, were cempletely penetrated by nu; severe attack frem
air and land and the enemy finally surrendered unconditienally at 1950 en
15 February.

Chapter V The Situatien in the Rear.
Paragrach 1. Situatien ef the Yesses and replacement of material and

p;arsennol .

- Article 1. Loes apd Replacement eof Airplanes

Our plane lesses from the eutbreak eof the war till the fall
of SINGAPORE were 331 planes. The chief causes were due te direct cembat,
50%, unskillful handling, peer maintenance of airfielde in MALAYA, and
enemy strafing. Besides the foregeing, 46 planes were lest during con—‘-
centratien due te bad weather. .

The type of plane which suffered the greatest less was the
Type 1 Fightefs (about 65%8). The Type 99 Assault Planes (abeut 60%) came
next while the Type 97 Fighter, Type 99 Twin Engine bember, Type S7 Heavy.
Bember Model 2, etc., al_gp showed fairly hizh percentages. :
(Supply Situatien) -

The tetal number ef planes replenished for the said less was 270 which
was 80% ef the. loss. .

A total ef 148 planes eof varieus kinds were luccealively: aeﬁt to
TAIWAY, CANTON, HANOI, and SAIGON from the middle of Nevember for the Seuthe
ern Army as the first shipment ef planes te ﬁiﬂnt (mainly for replacement

use during the half-menth after the c.mc(ctmt of eperatiens).
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Meanwhile operations were started. Frem the middle ef December the secend
shipment of 151 planes te the frent (fer replenishment use up te 10
January) becan te arrive at SAIGON and of the tetal ef the twe shipments,
299 planes, the 3rd Air Group was supplied with 148 planes by the end ef
December and the lesses of each unit were replenished at each less.

The Air Group was supplied with 80 planes by the end ef Jannafy and
40 mere planes in February frem the ‘third shipment ef planee te the front
(for replenishment use up te 10 February).

The situatien ef the lesses and replacement of planes ef the 3rd Air

Group during the MALAY operations is as mentiened in the follewing table.

Article II  Supply ef Material ether than Airplanes.

Of the materials ether than airplanes, the jettisonable fuel
tanks f;r fighters were the most difficult te supply. The Afy Group
pessesged enly a few of them in the early stazes of develepment. Under an
: emergzency supcly frem the homeland, fuel tanke gradually arrived at SAIGON
from about 6 Decerﬁbor by air transpert and these by ship alse began te

arrive. The Air Group had sufficient fuel tanks by the end eof January.

Article III  Fuel and Ammunitiens
The situatien of the accumulatien of fuel and ammunitien in

South French INDO*CHINA at the outbreak ef the war is am stated en the sep-
arate sheet No. 1, 1 and 2.

. Though the first shipment arrived im French-Inde China almest
befere the epening ef the war, the Mtity was net great. At ene time,
a fuel shertage arese and emergency measure of using the general reserve
fuel and ammunitien at SAIGON had te be taken. However, the 2nd and 3rd
shipments 'boga.n te arrive in successien frem the diddle of January. It

became almest pessible to meet the requirements of the eperations.

(Varieus Air Depots)
The 3rd Air Group Commander carried out the repair and sup-ly ef the

Group with the 16th Field Air Depet.
)

g



 (Main depet at CANTON; main bedy eof the 2let Branch Depet at SAIGON (returned
te HANOI at .t.he end of January); and a part eof the 2lst B\rnnch Depet at HANOI),
the 19th Field Mr;.m‘_Doplt (at BANGKOK); and the 20th Field Air Supply
depet (main bedy at SAIGON; a part at %" and subbranches at BANGKOK
and SINGORA after 11 December), They were under the direct command ef the
Seuthern Army and parts ef the 12th and 15th Field Air Depets included within
the battle erder ef the Greup and the 25th Air Branch Depet (at SAIGON), The
17th and 18th Shipping Air Depets came under the cemmand ef the Greup Cemmander
g;aeo:ding te the distributien ef treeps by the Seutheran Army.

At the bcgming of January, tha 3rd Alr )Grmp Commander restered the 25th
Air Branch Depet te its eriginal command (under the direct cemmand ef the
Seuthern Army) and carried eut repairs with parts ef the 12th and 15th Field
Air Supply Depet establighed branches at SINGORA and BANGECK and a subbranch
at "ALOERSTAR" and ceeperated in,the supplying ef the Greup.

The 19th Field Air Repair Depet, after the arrival of the main bedy ef
the S5th Air Greup in THAILAND u_the middle ef Jamuary, underteek the supply
and repair ef the Greup,

The Cemmanderein Chief ef th& Seuthern Army erdered a part eof the persennel
of the 16th Field Air Depet te advance te MALAYA in the latter part ef Jamuary
_nccolpanyug the develepments in the battle situatien in MALAYA, They were

placed under the command eof the 3rd Air Group cemmander fer the establishment

. of air basee in SINGAPORE,

Early in February, the 20th Field Air Supply Depet advanced the ALORS
TAR sub-branch te "KUEUAN" and, after the fall ef SINGAPORE, epened a branch
depet in SINGAPORE Branch Dcpof was reerganized inte a sn'b-braneh:
The actual results ef the repairs after the epening ef the air depete
until the fall of éIBGAPOEB are as mentiened in the separate sheet.
Article IV Lesses and Replacement of Persennel
. Lesses and Replacement of Persennel b
The persennel ioni of the 3rd Air Greup during the eperatien was 582
(of which 73 were efficers), The greater part ef the less was air crewmen

and their replacement was net carried out as saticfacterily as planned,

Mereover since the ability ef thti‘oplu.th persennel was peer, it was
‘ L R
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CHART OF LOsSsES AND REPLACELENTS OF PERSCNNEL OF THE 3rd AIR GROUP

DURING
THE LALAY OPERATIONS i
KONTH :
DECEVBER J ANUARY FEBRUARY TOTAL
CLASSIFICATION .
1 \ \ L 1
Classi= |Au*hor- Replace- Replace- Replace= Replace=-
fication|iZed Losses men's Losses men's Losses men's Losses men*s
S'rength

Officers 221 46 None 42 15 10 4 98 19
Warran' s : :
officer 861 169 :  None 200 43 21 17 390 60
and non=
doms

To*al 1082 5 0 242 58 31 21 488 79
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impeseible te make up fer the less. Hewever, as the lesses censiderably de-
creased in February and the replacements began arriving the situatien b‘lcm
b.ﬁor. Z

The situatien ef the lesses and replacement ef air crewmen is as given in
the fellewing table.

Paragraph II. The situatien eof the Signal Unit :

The signal unit cnﬂd generally meet the requiremente ef the eperatiens
threugheut the peried ef eperatienal preparatien a.g.d during the eperatiens,
Although cemmunications nets was changed very frequently due te the swift
advance eof the air unite after the epening ef heetilities, it was successful
in meeting the demands ef the eperatiens. '

The aerial cemmunicatiens net ef the 3rd Air Greup at the eutset ef the
war, namely at the beginning of January and February is as mentiened in the
separate sheets Nos. 1 te 4, >
Paragraph 1II., The Situatien eof the Air Intelligence Unit and the Navigatden

Aid Unit

#he 16th Alr Intelligence Unit wes respensible for the leakent of eneny
places and for the callecting ef impertant infermatien. Part ef its ferce
carried eut special Intelligence duty. Accempanying the pregress of the
battle -uﬁntion. the unit advanced the MALAYA and clesely cupou?‘d with
the air units.

The 1’.?th Novigation Aid Unit clesely ceoperated for the safer nevigatien
of the air units. :

Paragraph 1V, The situatien eof the meteerelogical unit,

The Unit carried eut meteerelegical service during the eperatiens eof the
Greup. Especially, after 4 February in the capture ef SINGAPORE, The meteerele-
gical unit always advanced te the first line under the mest difficult cenditienm,
a'uch as incurring enemy shells and bullets at JOHORE, and perfermed their duty
of ebserving and reperting. =

Chapter VI. The Bum.a.tion after the eperatiens
Situtinn of the 3rd Air qup

The 3rd Air Group, after the fall ef SINGAPOEE, prepared fer oporathn in

the Nerthern SUMATHA ud Western JAVA areas, with a part of the ferce in the

pesitions mentiened 1n the inserted chart.
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