


PREFACE

Through Instruction No. 126 to Japanese Government, 12 Oct 45, entitled
"Institution for war hecords Investigation", steps were initiated to exploit
military historical records and official reports of the Japanese iiar kinistry
and' the Japanese General otaff,® Upon the dissolution of the War Ministry
and the General Staff, and the transfer of their former functions to the De-
mobilization Bureau, the general research job continued and resulted in the
development of a series of historical monographs. Dletailed instructions
‘covering the preparation of these monographs were included in wemoranda 15
December 1945 and 21 November 1946, subject "Japanese Operational distories”.

The’ basic material contained in this operational record was developed
by former officers, on duty in command and staff units within major units
during the period of operations. It should be noted at once, that the enor-
mous destruction by eaerial bombardment and fire has practically wiped out
the Tokyo records; much of this material was reconstructed from memory.

The paucity of original orders, plans and unit "journals; which are

normally essential in the preparation of this type of record, most of
‘ which were lost or destroyed during field opera®ions or bombing reids ren-
~~dered tHe task of compilation most difficult; particularly distressing has
been the complete lack of official strength reports, .normal in aG or G-3 °
records., idowever, while many of the important orders, plans and estimates
have beén reconstructed irom memory and therefore are not textually identi-
cal with the originals, they are believed to be generally accurate and re-
liable, Further data as a result of continuing research and the occasional
recovery of Hitherto unavailable original documents will be covered in the
subsequent publication of "supplements" by the Uemobilization sureau.

4 The action under this memorandum and inciuental detailed instruc-
tions, waich followed, were initiated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2,
G4, charged with responsibility for execution of the program under G.O.
No. 9, SCAP, 2 October 1945, : :

In order to protect the interest of the United States, in the ex-
ploitation of Japanese military Information, sub-paragraph 4 of G.0, No, 9
further provided for the screening of eaemy documents and established in-
ventories in Japanese Governméntal archives. Careful examination of the
first records submitted by the Japanese Uovernment in the summer-of 1946
detected a misconception on the part of the Japanese as to what should be
included in comparative histories; in a memorandum issued by assistant
‘Chief of Staff, G-2, on 21 dovember 1946, the Imperial Japanese Govern-
ment w#as directed to record the operations of the Japanese forces more
extensively. The G-2 Section thereafter assumed coordination of the en-
tire program, including the establishment of a small historical research
section within the ATIS (allied Iranslator and Interpreterdﬁﬁction.)
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Record of the Air Operat.ion in BURKA.

October, 191;.6 -

The lst Pemobilization Bureau

Pert I

( From 15 January 19!;._2 to August 1943 )

This record was drawn up by MASA TANAKA, a staff officer of
tr.e‘5th Air Division, based selely upon nis memery. Only the gist
of the operation was recorde.d here because reférance materials such
as records by wak corréspondent.s, reports from various units, and other
necessary informations were misssing.
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Chapter I General Situatioﬁ. _

The enemy a# force, which our 5tn Alr Hivision confrentod» .
at thexinit_ial stage of operat.ioqu,' was mainly com;%ed of t.be BRITISH
airforce. However, in larch, 1943, the AHEIiICAﬁ air force in CHINA
was organized into a r.,gu].:;r. unit ( known as the lhith Air Urﬂ.té ) changing
from a volunteer air force, and gradually became aﬁp;arior in strength
" to the BAITIS: air force. Until tae beginning of this ‘rainy Gasaes UiD)
of 1942, the eneny\air force was merel; on the dafensiv:e. - However,
after the rain;;' season ( which ended in October ) the enemy became
vei:;,r active, a.hd took the ofi‘en_sive. Their task force in the INDIAN
Ocean included two regular aircraft carriers, and four or five'
auxiliary aircra.ft carriers at the initial stage of operations. Although
this number was zradually increased in accordance with their plan -

to recapture BURMA, our operationg uere not affected.

A. Situation of the BRITISH and AMERICAN Air Forces at the Intial
- Stage of Operations. Tl

In the middle of Jém_mry, 142, immediately after our air
division adva.nce;i from FORMOSA to THAILAND following the FHILIPPIHFS
operation, tne ERITISH and AMERICAN air forces in BURL!A were situated
at }:INGALADOI\{E?I{ANGODN) , while an element of the AMERICAN volunteer
air force ( the AMERICAN siinteer atr wit dispatched to CHINA )
was located at TOUNGOO. T.-.e’total number of enemy air_planes was
est.i.m\at.'ed to be less than 120. Because of our RANGOON air raids an&j :
other air raids‘ gg.rried out by the 3rd Air Group which had operated in
this area ever since the outbreak of the var, the e.nemy air forces
.seemed to have been neutralized. Therefore, they were comparativel;

inactive, and they concentrated nmmly on the air defense of RANGOON

and other air_fields and only occas:.onally appeared on the border line

T
Between THAILAND and BURMA. \_\)

Even after our crack troops of the l5th Army ( the 55th i
: Division, and the 33rd Division ) penetrated the border line be-
tween THAILANWD and BURMA and advanc.gc}\. to the TAVOY and MOULLEIN

arezs in the latter part of Jimuary; 1942, the enemy air forces still
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held tﬁese t&ee ;.foremntionad bases. They concentrated their :
efforts mainly on the support of their ground forces. Although tﬁey
made daring attacks agéi.nst. our ground forces, they never t.riéd s
gain air aupremac:f. Occaisionally they attagked tie impq;tant posi-
tions in BANGKOK, trying to discourage TMLM from participating in =
_ the war, |

~ After our front line troops panetrated the border fine -
between THAILAND AND BURMA, toe battle front was gradu.ally narrowed
down to the SALAIN and SITTANG River areas. Wien our air attacks
became graduml;} intenee the enemy, in order to winimize their losses,
employed such tactics as using secret _airfiélda in f.hﬂ RANGOON area
during the day, or _wit.hdrawing to BASSEIN.

During the initial stage, tue types of eneuy planes used were
the BRITISH Hawker-hurricane ( fighter ), the BLENHIEL (T.N.?) the

Lockheed-hudson ( bomber ) and the AMERICAN PhD (,Jl‘omkmwk ). The
efficiency of tdcir bombers differed little f’rom thrat-of ours, How—

ever, their fignhters were superior Lo our type 97's,ih speed and
for this reason, we occasionally had difficulty in carrying out our
air operatious.

After our complete occupation oir.’bﬁANG;:JON and TOUNGOO, the
BRITISH and AMERICAN air fore;a , which nitherto had been conparatively
on the defensive, assembled their main force in HAGHE in complete
secrecy, and were ready to cxecute a counter-attack, However, on
21 a.l(ld 22 March, 1942, they were comp_letely anninilated in the invasion

operation carried out by the -entire strength of our group. & small
element of the B-ITISH air force escaped to AKYAB, while the
AVERICAN air force to the YUNNAN area.

B. Situation of tne BRITISH and AMERICAN Air Forces after Their
Withdrawal from BURMA. |

! :
{ ety S amE
The remnants of the BRITISH and AMERICAN air forces which were

anninilated at the end of Haren, 1942, were gradually reinforced with

supplies from INDIA. In August of that year, the main strength of

’
—

¢



g
\

I 4

‘\

X
\

the enemy air force was mainly composed of BRITISH planes ﬁotaling
abproximately 170. However, their strength b;gan to increase

steadily since the beginning éf 19#3, and the AIERiCAN air dn}t, especially,
was reinforced very rapidly. The total number ut t§oir plan;;'in-

creased to about 200 at tie end of 1942; to 400 in the spring of

1943 , to 700 in the autwmn of that same year; to 1000 in the spring

of 194k4; and to 1500 in tue suumer of 1944. The main strength of |

tne enemy air force in INDIA and CHINA shifted from the B&iTISH force

to the AMERICAN force., Thus, the BRITISH force becéming only an

auxiliary force.

‘ Although they were on the defensive at the initial stage
of the operation, tney gfadually snifted tc the offensive. They were
especially r&;id in improviné types of planes. In the fignters,
spitfirea,'Héﬁkér-uurricanes énd.PkD'a-wpfe replacea bj P38's. Al§6

since the sumer of 1943, P5l's were gradually increased, and combined

}‘ fighters and bomber operations thus became possible. In the bombers,

B24's appeared ( B29's appedred from the end of 1943 ) and began to

raid BANGOON and other key positions in BURMA, seeking, prinecipally,

v :
to isclate transportation key points and alse to gain air supremacy.

It was obvious that the primary object of their operation was to destroy

our lines of communication.

2

Though they did not carry out notable offensive operations
during the rainy season ( from June to Cctober ) of 1942, contrary te
< -

our ex edtations, they continued their offensive during the rainy

.
sedson of 1943. Although the ratio b,tyeen our fignters and the
enemy fighters was 1 to 3, we barely sécured air supremacy due to
the superiority of our t;pe lIIight;ré." j -

The following number of enemy planes which aﬁtacked\gﬁﬁﬁg

. S
confirms that after the rainy season (October) of 1742, the strength
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of the BHITISH and AMERICAN air forces had increased and that their

operation were offensive ones.

October, 1942 300‘:Jlanea
\ Noverber, 1942 . 600 planes
December, 1942 : 1200 Planes
" January, 1943 1700 planes ‘~—
February 1943 2000 planes .

The enemy alr force was situated at KUNMING and YUNKAN
in GWNA, and in the area north and east of CALCUTTA in INDIA. As the
-enemy air force in soutnern and northern INDIA was situated outside of

the range of our attacks , it had great value as a ready reserve.

!
There seemed L0 be no close coordination between the BRITISH. -

AND AMERICAN air forces at the time of their retreat from BURMA.
!{owever, becoming closely linked since tue iiddle of 19h3, t,ne;r fused

'int.o one force at. the and oi‘ th%ame ,[631‘, and smult.antausly with

the improvements in the type of planes, they began to carry out
offensive operations‘against THATLAND and the FAENCH INDO-CHINA area.
Pecukiadities of the BRITISH and AMERICAN air.forces were:

The BRITISH air ford® was slow in respdse to our
attacks, when we it;iproved or changed our combat tacties
in short persods of time, tiis, to the contrary, be-
came advantageous to them.
The.:‘:y.‘ﬁlCAI\' air force was very responsive to our
measures, and retaliated on the very same da;, w'nen-?
ever it was attacked. ; - > r’

C. Situation of Enemy air rjelds.

¥When our dlnslon cammenced ope.rat.ions, enemy air field.s ‘were

neituer many, nor well-constructed. Training a:.r fields, which had ’\
,‘/

been in use during peace times, were lecate the TAVOY, MOULMEIN,

TONGOC and HANGOON arcas, and these were only al;ghtly repaired after
the opening of the war. However, as our air attacks were intensified,

these airv field s were g}eat.ly mproved in accordance to their opor_at_i_onl.

b






-Also such strategic measures as' the use of secret air ﬁ.elda'.uero
employed.
After the withdrawal of the BRITISH and AMERICAN air forces

from BURMA to eastern INDIA in the summer of 1942, up to the spring of

1943 when their air strength was rapidly being rei.nforded, tlhe enenmy

used CALCUTTA as a rear base air.field:, and BACCA, A CL&, FENNY, CHITTAGONG
and BARAIL as front line air_fields. The YUNNAN airfield was used chiefly
in the southwestern CHINA area. In all, their air_fields did not

exceed 30 in nu.mber.‘ In improving tile construction and set up of

these air fields which were of the old rectangular type, only

parapets were used at first as reinforcemeft. But later runways were
gradually constructed. Owing to their mechanical power and also to

their abundantdy man power, the enewy @increased and reinforced these
air_.;fielda, and by the autumn of 1943, had more than 130 Va.j'.rfields in

castern INDIA. Mor ¢o..r, Cnﬁt-lna aa;de the obsuleue ogeratxon

strategy, in um.cn the ta:mng field was the moat. important element

of an air field, and also according te the new airfield forzresn ided,
/[ they made ruech use of the taxing strips, which hitherto had been

merely an attached sector of\an‘dir field. In order to thoroﬁghly dis-
perse and conceal their planes, thex constructed 2 or 3 air fields
close to each other, connected by these taxying strips..

~ In southwestern CHINA, though their air ‘fields were im-
proved and reinforced, their n:mber was not increased; and those

——

bases which hampered ouf BURNA operation, were cnly the KUNMING and

-

YUMNAN air bases.

After January of 1943, as a result of the increase in air
stzength couple?r with reinforcement of the INDIA-CHINA air trans-
portatioﬁ line, the gir route connecting CALCUTTA, TENSKIA, and o
 KUNMING was opened, and simultaneously and intermediate air base for
the exglusive use of transport planes was constructed at TENSKIA.
For operational purposes, taking into cona:l.deratir;m the range

of our air attacks, the enewy constructed front line fighter air-



fields near the border line, and located their bomber units in

comparat.ively rear areas, at.ilizing the intemediate a.ir-rielda.

D. General Situation of the Ground Porces, :
The enemy ground forces which participated in tm BURVA

operation were the INDO-BRITISH army and the GHINESE amy. At the
beginning of 1942 ( the initial stage of our operation ) the enemy
units were inefficient and their morale was comparatively low. There-
fore, the ‘opex"a_tion of the 15th Army progressed as plannéd. However,
after we crossed the SITTANG Hiver, the resistance put up‘by the
CHINESE army in the TOUNGCC area was rather notable J.n ccﬁnparison
wit.h( the INDO-BRITISH army.

At the end of lay, 1942, the mopping up opei-ation was
r:;.lr‘gh].‘_w,r completed, with the CHINLSE army being driven tc the ggst bank
of the .NU River in sqﬁt‘mgdgj:,ern CHINA, and t.he INDO-BRITISH a.ﬁny, to
the .BURHA—Ii‘JDIA border line, At the end of '191;2, while the AMERICAN
ke Soion was counter-attacking in the SOLOKCN area, the el:w in
this area also st.eac]ily proceeded with preparations for a ;:ounter-
attack. -The BRITISH strength in INDIA then totaled about 1 millien
including their INDIAN troops, and the CHINESE arwmy in YUNNAN té:t.a.led
‘a hundred thousand.

In Decenber, they launched a counter-attack first on AKYAB:
from the sea, and then repeated with small attacks on the MANIWAKAKA
road at the BURMA-INDDA border line, These activities paved the way

for the conﬁr.ence.ment of a definite counter-attack. 5 =

Chapter II General Situation .

<
Ever since its participation in the BURMA campaign, our

air division .concentrated its efforts on the annihilation of t?he’QHITISH

: /.
and AMERICAN air forces. lowever, it nad great difficulty in main-

taining its necessary strength since this area was merely the supporting

: 8
front for the 1l6th ATy . After the completion of the mopping up

operation in BURMA, our disposition snifted from opez_'ationgl to

occupational, and the enemy, both BRITISH and AMERICAN, proceeded with

D R



p'repa.rati.ona for a counter-attack. 1In spite of the fact thaf the

eneny air and gro.nd forces were steadily strengtnened since the end

of 1942, our strength was frequently decreased. Moreover, ths supply
of airplanes and air craft materials fpem the sea was hinderad, and

it gradually became difficult for our division to carry out operations.
However, our division was anxious to perform its mission of annih- .
ilating the enemy. In June, 1942, the 3rd Air Army was organized,

and this air division was put under its com:and. Our'dil.v;ision commander,
Lieutenant General' HIDEYCSHI OBATA, who had been with the divisicn .
since the beginning of the campaign was transferd to command this

newly organized air army. | Lieutenant General NOBOHU TAZOE succeeded

nim as commander of the air division.

Chapter III Gist of Operations of the 5th Air Division. -

e Since the outbreak of the PACIFIC War in D_ecember', 1941,
our air division .,a.rtlcll,at.ed in the P:IILIPPINES campaigx using
FORMCSA as its 'oase of operations. Howmr, after the fall of
. MANILA, our division was hastely ordered to move to THAILAND to part-
icipate in the BURMA canpaign,Following its arrival at THAILAND, the
air division endeavored to maintain the policy of a.nnihilatiﬁg the
eneily by taking the ir.xitiat-ive. Coordination with the ground forces
was generally indirect, since our main force was always concentrated
on the destruction of the enemy air force. Only a very small part. of
the air division directly supported the ground forces. Until the autumn of
1543, expected resulf;. were obtained through this policy.

A. hderial Annihilaticn Combats . -

1. General instructions

The polic; of our aerial attacks was.to destroy enemy planes both in

the air and on the ground. At the initial st,agé of the campaign in 1942;.enemy

air bases were located within the range of our aerial attacks. Thus there , were

timely o portunities for our combined Iightgr-bomber units te bomb these

: 8
bases. However, aftcr the summer of 1942, the enemy air forces withdrew frem

e
BURKA dee; into INDIA AND SOUTHEAS ERN THINA. Reinforcing themselves there,

.-
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they [graduall; began to move tieir planes to tne front lines and this made it
incrsas v difficult for us to carry out our operations. Through secret activities
of our headquarters rgc'annaissa.nc'o: unit, we were able to detect anauv planes £

dscembled in front-line air fields. These were consequently attacked by our

combined fighter-bomber units.

In the execution of annihilating the enemy air forces, we primarily en-
deavored to direct our attacks against their boubers. iowever, there were tiﬁea
wien we shifted our attacks on their fig'utérs weieh hindered our activities. Since
the beginning of 19.3, enemy air transportation between BURMA and CHINA became |
iﬁcreasingly active, ‘aﬁd their transport planes next became the object of our attacks.

In our operatiena, the principal tactic was the coeordinate fighter-bomb@r
attacks. However, due to a sca;\éit; of fighter planes, nig t attacks had to be
carried out by our bouber units.

After the rain; season (October) of 1942, enemy air .réida on

BURIA. increased. iHowever our division, endeavoring to destroy as many. oo

on@' ‘aircra'i‘ts as possible, frequently intercepted these enemy raids.

2. Operations up to the end of 1942. -

During this period, air combats were carried out te annihilate the
BHITISH' and AMERICAN air forces in BURMA as quick. - as possible; thus .

contributing to the 15th Army's BURMA campaign. Immediately following the
air divisional headquarter's transfer from FORMOSA to BANGKOK, thé capital -

of THAILAND, on 15 January, tie combined fighter-bomber units from the Lth

and 10th Air Groups attacked the RANGOON air_fields. However, as this attack
was carried out}'during the day, our losses were conparatively heavy. As

a result we gradually altered our combat tactics, using gighters to carry out

night attacks. On 9 karch, we discovered the enemy air forc;s, whj.ch we

nad no;t. heard anything of for a while, s_ecret,ly assemicled at MAGWE, How-

ever, we did no’.c. carry ::{u.t any ml}écale attacks against it. Ihstead, :I.n

obder to deceive the e;r.-ez:.y, we supported operations in other ar}as)\

awai){t.ing a greater hssemblage of tueenemy's strength. - L e
In Marci, tie 7th and 21s6 Air Groups were placed under the command

-

[
of tie air division. On the 2lst and the 22nd of the same month, utilizing

.
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our entire strength, we suddenly attacked KAGUE, the enemy's only air
base in BURMA, and gwiftly annihilateu all enem planes there. This
successful attack contributed greatly to subsequent o_»era.t;io-na carried o\.;t
by the 15th Army. ’ |

3. Period of the Nopying up operation in BURMA by the 15th Army.

During this ,;eri\,-d,.since our air attacks were 'cax-*ried'out to .
check the AMEAICAN volunteer air unit at LASHIO e YUNNAN, and the
BRITISH air units at BARAIL and Iill:m from cam"ying out guerilla Véctiﬁtiea A
no large-scaled operations were carried out.

.

With the arrival of the rainy season, waich began from the end of Yarth
and continued up to the middle of October, the main force of our division

withdrew to the MALAY Peninsula, and councentrated in the tmaining for the
next operation; while an element was ordered to move to the other areas.
I L;'peration after the Rainy §ea.son of 1942,

«

The aiITISH and AHER.ICAN air rorces which had suffered a severe

- e = s R i =
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blow at HAJ.‘SHE reorganized t.r.emséjlvés at YUNNAN ih‘ sout.hweat.ern CHINA, and

“ in the AKYAB, BARAIL, and m}b\lx Areas in INDIA. They gradually reinforced
t.hemselve‘s, being supplied from the rear duking the rainy seasor. Though
ther had not as yet mustered sufficient strengﬁh to carr} out a positive o
Counter-attacl:, it was understéod that unle.ess imnediate counter-measures
were taken, subsequent operations would become difficult. Thus, each unit

\/o{‘ our air division, wiicn had been trained in KALAY during the rainy
season, made daring attacks; _i‘irst azainst rt.'ne AKERICAN air unit at YUKNAN
in southwostern CHINA, and then against the enemy air forces in the
CHITTAGON and FENNY areas. In December,our air division raided CALCUTTA,
the enemy air base in castcin INJIA. |

5. Operation from January to August, 1943.

o - During this period, although our strength décreased steadily, we
- et
continued to fight for air supremacy frequgntly destroying enemy planes |
which appeared on the border l.i.n_e area of BURMA. However, the enemy was o

gradually r:ainforcad, becoiing encreasingly fierce in their air attacks to _
cut off o-ur supply lines, On the ground, the enewmy counter-attacked in
the AKYAB area, following by aibacks on the MAYU river and the NU river
(RU CHANG) areas.
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This necessitated the greatest skill in carrying out operation
. l\-‘
s as to gain air supremacy and support thé 15th Army. It also necessitated a

closely co-ordinated ground and air operation.

whR

In accordance with the afore mentioned tactics, our divisien, in
"spite of its small force engaged su'.:er:i.:)r eneumy numbers, andconunued
our operations without reat. Qccasionally it attacked YUNNAN and KUNMING
in CHINA, or CHITTAGONG and FENNY in ea.s.ern INDEA. It alse exacubed surprise
raids in the SHILCHAR area.. . 2 g <
In the fight for air supremacy during this period, our air division
directed attacks against the enemys northern BURMA , HUNGKING supply line
which beca.me increasingly active ;:ince the end of the year and made frequent
raids on TENSKIA, the enemy'a.intermediata base. Occasonally, a concealed
unit of our fighters at SHEBDor M ITKYINA intercepted enem; transport planes,

-
and destroyed a.- considerable number of tihem ..

In ‘earrying out our attacks quring tnis peried, since 1t was coipara-
tively difficult to shelter or disperse ‘our neavy bombers on auvf*elda, they
were usually stationed in MALAY or at BANGZUK which were outside the range of
eneny attacks. These bombers advanced to BURMA in the emenings, and after
completing -their mssione, quickly returned to these rear bases.

B. Co-ordinated Operations witn Ground Foreces.

A.l_t.ho;xgh, our air division chiefly concentrated in air supremacy
%perations,r we endeavored to co-operate closely with the 15th Army (later the
BURMA Area Army) in its ground o c.rat.lona.
1. The Period from the penstration of the THAILAND-BURMA border 1ins
up to the Occupation of RANGCON.
“ In the middle of January, 1942, the 15th Army penetrated the southern
border line between THAILAND and BURMA, and commenced the TABOY and MOULMEIN

operation. Although our chief objective had always been air fsuprgmacy operat

‘acainst the BRITISH and AMERICAN air forces in BURMA, our air division timely

executed dircct support of ground operations oceasionally securing supremacy




- -the situation necessitated it. : : : _

-
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of the air in the fronts and harrassing enemy g,fou.nd forces. However;, until th&
army advanced to-the SITTANG river, our air division was unable to employ sufficient

strength for direct suport, Later, as the front shifted nortiwards, our air division

gradually succeeded in gaining air supremaecy, and in the RANGCON and TOUNGOO opgrat,i- '_
ons, it was able to ac:\?:ve a comparatively close cd-operation witn the ground force.

2. The Moppi up CUperation in BURMA.

-t

During this period, due to the results of our air supremacy opecration which

_was carried out agai st MAGIE at the end of larch, 1942 and also due to our

increased strength, our air division was able to carry out close air and goound
co-ordinated operations. The air division contributed much to the 56th Division's
encircling movement from TOUNGOO to the eastern SHAN hlgh land area, The air

division also co-operated with-the 33rd Division, which was pursuing the BRITISH
army northwards aleng the left bank of the IRAWADDY River.

3. Counter-attack Operations in the AKIAB Area. ‘ f

After the rainy season of 191;2, at which timehINDO-ERIE{SH army counter
attacked from the sea, our air division, subduing tne incr eas.’mg enemy a:Lr forces,
gained supremacy of the air above CHITTAGONG';, the eneuny rear transportation base -
aﬁd'direct.ly supported the front line ground units in their operations.

C. Air Supremacy Operations and Support of Ground - Operation.
Though our air division principally concentrated on air annihilation

operations, it also co-operated witi the 15th Army ( later the BURMA Army ) whenevem

However, since October, ihe BRITISH and AMERICAN air forces were gradually

atrengthened, angrenewy air attacks were intensified day by day. In spite of this

situation, an element of our air division was transfered to other areas because of

the unfavourable situation in those areas. Therefore, the air division's strength

o
vas considerably decreased making operations difficult. * When AKYAB was counter ' _‘
attacked, the Ath Air Br:.aade , wiich was ordered to ccJjoperate with t.he ground foreel)

PR
closely supported the ground operstion in tlhiis area. “\

ATter tue rainy scason of 1942, attacks by enemy ;_-:lanea beedne in- <
" creasingly frequent, and gradually it became difficult for us te secure our
su ply lines. Therefore the main force of our division began concent.rating on a:{.r

defense. e i
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ef ti'ansportation to that area in December of that same year.

T R

D. Interception Operation.
Although our air division's objéctive was to annihilate the enemy air forces,

the improvements in types and efficiency of their planes made it pos‘aib-le for the enemy
to situate their bases outside the range of our attacks. Fux.'t.hermoz-'o, sincs the
enewy strength was incr;'asad, we could not anticipate_muchiuccéa's in the air -
anninilation operations any longer. Interce ,t,ion operations, in ;hich le.stiil
could destroy the enemy air strength, rose greatly in strategic value. 'I“m;refore,
after the rainy season, as enemy air attacks becanme inc:'easingly frequent, our air
division intercepted the eneny in the air above our air-fields or key positions.

~ From QOctober to lovember, 1942 our division ord\ered the 12th Brigad-e at
MEIMYC to search out. and ‘intercepﬁ eneny planes wiich attacked the area north of
TONGCO and MAGWE ( excluding TOUNGOO an:i MAGWE ) and the A4th Air Brigade at
mumcoo to inturcept enemy planes wioich attacked the area south of TOUHGCC and
H.AG%IE ( inclading TCUNGCO- and AG!:dE i

Bot.h brigades were a.lso ordered to be premred i‘or a t.imely imrasion

at any time. However, at the initial stage of hese int.ereepting oyerut.iens, we

~ were unable to achieve satisfactory results due to the mcapabllity and inadequate

disposition of intelligence upits. Therefore, our division designated a fighter

unit as a full-time air defense unit of the RANGOON key positions, and also ordered

fighter units on all airvfields to take charge of the air d:fense of each respective

air field. Thus, we graduallf altered the location of type g radio intercept
x 5 ; & o .

receivers and observation sentries, and were able to detect enemy -mklss planes

in time. 1 anti-aircraft gun regiment and 1 A}éun pattalion ( wiLch, latery, were
placed under the com#iind of the BURKA area army‘) were situated at RANGOCN, while m‘ !
gun battalion gaard:"mmoo. Each air field was equj:a%d with 3 to 6 automatic _

guns that had been seized from the enemy. These guns and our fighter planes inflicted

considerable lcsses to the enemy.

Vand

E. Protecnon of Convoys. :
- P
Our division carried out the following convoy escort oparation\ .

1. Support of the attack against AKYAB in June, 1942, and also support.

»

A -
2. Sugport of transportation between FENANG and RANGOON in the rainy
Seasons of 19&2 and 1943.

Liac e a..upport. during the w camnil}
a4




i In 1942, these s:ispoi:'ting opéraf.‘l ons were carried outlwithol.it.‘ mu;::;
difficulty with the e.ception of the AKYAB attack, However, in 1943, since the
AMERICAN air force was reinforced by BZh's, we sufferethor_miderahle losses. There-
fore, even during the rainy scason, in order to pfotect; our convoys, our fﬁvision
posted an element of our bon.ber- unit at SUNGEI PATANI and at TAMUY, widle tne
main force of our fighter units was located at EIKWDON. T_hua, with the |
‘close co-opex-at,iou_ of the 3rd Shipping Transportation Headqﬁa.rtera, our aix:
~ division end;avored to escort our convoys as mucfx as possible . :
However, the eneuy mines layed at the @gth of the RANGOON r:lver made .tz;a.naport.a—

tion of supplies ;radually difficult. ~

F. Air Raiding Operation .. .
Following the occlipation of TOUNGUU,: the l5th Army dispatched the 56th.
el : 5
Division from TOUNGOC eastwards through the SHAN. high land area to LASHIO, the key

position of the TIEN-MEN route which was the retreating route of the CHUNGKING army.
Just prior to tie occupation of LAS!IC, the 15th ariy planned to employ the lst

" Mr Raiding Group and tie 7th Air Group. These croups left TOUNGCO, butb. because

of inclement wéather , tney had to stop the raiding operation. -

Chapter '¥5 General Weatier Conditions.
3 {
; ; &
The rainy seasons and the dry scasons are \notably distnguished in BURMA

wm.ch is iﬁ-flu;ancsd by the equatérial currents. In BURMA, the rainy season begina
from the end of May, widle the ;iry scason -begins from the early pért of October.
The t.emyeptare, although very hot in the plakhs éxtending on both sides of the |
lIRA}.'ADDI River, changes greatly a-;ccordir.g, to the seasons, in the ;;‘omtaincu..a regianl.'- |
Oyerat.j';?::}s vere influenced greatly by the weatber in the rainy season.
During -the rainy secason of 1942, tie enemy air forces did not attack us because of
treir small force and also due to the snor£ range of their pla:;es. J_TMrgf;re, the

s

main strength of our air division could move to MALA' and train for the next operation?

improve types of planes, and engage in the’ air transportation of new planes sqppl:l.od
from JAPAN PROPER. However, during tie rainy season of 1943, the efiemy air forces
were g,x-e;at,ly improved in their efficiency, reinforced in their at.ran_ggi, and e

gy

*accordi gly, they were able to attack us in spite of the ra.i.'n:,' weather. Therefore,
ar air ion I 5103 units, other than bomber units, with8operational
our air division had to emplow, o - s | ot

—

missioens.
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One ‘and a half compa.niea 61‘ the 3rd L‘.eteorological Regiment
(hehdquarters situated at RANMOWTOOK charga of the weatier observauon services
¥n BURMA.

Chagter V Lines of Communication., . _
A. Adx Fields and Ain Field Services.
bur division paid special a.tter;t.ion to the maintenance and construction

of air fields. Air fields which had buen damaged by the enemy inmediately following
the rainy season of 1942, were gradually repaired and improved. Iumediately
‘after our army occupied RANGOCN in February 1942, our air division instructed ~

each unit, which was usin,;, tie old air field formerly constructed and uaed by

the enemy;, to disjerse and conceal its planes as a precaution a,,a.inst enemy air

rai's, However, at that time, being busily occupied in maintenance 9nd repair -
work, we were contented with disgersing our ;lanes within old rectangular air- {

fields, or taking sim:le ooverihg measures, However, wien the enesy's air

-
attacks were int.ensifiqd{ our air division realized the disadvantage of these
improvised defense measures. Therefore, during the rainy season of 1942, all "_

v.;mit comnders. under the command of our air diviaioh,we;é swumoned, and given
instructions concerning the prevention of losses and the c_cnstruction of air-
fields. Tae .t:ist. of the instructions was as follows:
1. -Each air sector unit will recon:t':iter each respective area, and
sekect and repoft 2 or 3 places afp;'oriate for air fields.
2. The nign land area will be reconhnoitered for a s;uitab;.e ground to
construct a2 new air__ﬁ.eld.

3. Tar the".purraose of dispersing planes, taxying routes will be
conspructed as wide as possible, and forest will be utilized as much-.as possible,
4. If our pdanes on the éround are damaged, rr;as;ng for such
damages\ will be thoroughnly iu\rusﬁ.igated a.nd the defects improved then and there.

According to this instrictions each air scctor unit commenced the

SR R R R T

construction , maintenance and improvement of air fields. These works were
greatly promotedy because eneny air raids became increasi.higly fiercé ;].ust- at

that tive. L*rmgdiat.elf following the BURKA mopping up 6f:éraﬁion, ava i able air-
fields numbered only 15 or 15, peing s:xt.uatec. at ,qumnou"m TOUNGOO, ‘south-

ern and northern MEIKTILA, SHWEEO, HA(HE, AKYAB, and LASHIO. However, air _aectoxr.

urits and $4edd airfield construction units st.eadily proceeded with constructing «3

5

new au‘ fields in order to racilitat.e our air armihj.latim operations in the
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border line area and also to zromote our coordinated air and goound operationa,r
In Jiine 1942, the 3rd Air Army was x_xewly organized, and air fields, wideh
hit'.'xert.c": v;ere under tne command of the 15th Army, were also placed under the
cormand of this unit. In August, 1943, the basic preparation'fa' our akr
operations was roughly completed. Our air r fields totaled one hundred.

As for air field aervices » at the initial stage, 1 air field batta-
lian ( or campany ) took crarge of tie maintenance and administration of 2 4
or 3 airu rielda a.nd perfgrmed various duties of the air field service. How-

-

ever, siuce our air fields increaséd in number, personnel on each air field

was decreased, . l'uerefore, prior to the commencement of operat.:.on, the neceasar-'.
person'ael and materials were sent to the requ.u'ed air fields. X
B. Air Planes
1. Our plane losses in combat were esbimated.to- be twice as many as ;
planes damaged or destroyed on the ground.
: 'J.'u surplement tuese 1osses, at the initial sta.ge of the ope: at.xon,
the reserve planes at SATGON a.nd ?OR.‘L{OSA were sent as ruinforcemnhs.
2. Planes, during the initial ata;,es of operation were supplied by
the HEITGK-Air Depot. However, due to ‘considerable inconveniences, the duty was
transferred to the SAIGON Air Depot in the midst of the operation.
e The conversion or improvement in types of planes was m;sde within
this th®mier, without much difficulty, during the rainy season.
L. In the attack on deMN which was carried out before the rainy seascn
of 1942, the heavy bomber unit of the 7th Air Brigade realized the ineffective~ |
_pess of our fiwe 'a.rrr.s on planes. Therefore, during the rainy season ( of that

sa.e year ) the main force was dispatched to KAGAMIGAHARA in JAFAN PROPER “J

T E¥EQUIr THE SELVES wiln FLEXIBLE AUTOMATIC CANNONS, AND AT THE SAME TINS
to study the anti-bullet and anti-fire equipment.. .
C. Fuel and Asmunition.

Immediately after cur division advanced t.o’\ﬁ.lm, fuel and ammunition,
sufficient for 1 month were accwn:lated at main air fiolds, wiile those, sufficient f.
palf a month, were accunulated at other air fields. :

Tnerefore, altnough during the rain sea,aon,, .19& no ‘uupplie"a were
transcorted, & our division was sﬁ-fl“ capable of executing operations Bor one

d




year. However, in December 1942, the 12th Air Brigade was transferd to the
SOLOKON area, ca.rryi:ng with it a ;reat a.mo.unt of automatic cannon shells and a
large numbex; of det.acﬁable fuel tanks. A :
'k:pst of the fael éupplied was the type ".?7 gasoline, which had to be
. mixed with nigh octane fuel oil because the types of our planes were improved.
D. Transportation : . .
In 1942, see transportation was carx;ied on witiout much hindrance from
the enemy. However in 1943, our sea transportation was frequently intercepted
by eneny pla.nes'and sucmarines. For tnis reason, not even one third of the supplies
requireci by both air and ground forces in BUHMA could be transported. This
dii‘ficult.;f of sea transportation seriously affected the maini;ena.nce of .our
fighting power. -
The transportation within BURMA was chie.fly by rail. However, as
the capacity of railway u"a.nsportation was gradually lessened, inland trans-

portation was carried on by the L4th kictor Transport Company which was attached
to our air division. The llth Air Transport Unit was responsible for all a.'i.r'

Transportation.

E. Repair and Supply.

L. Repair: The 15th Field Air Repeir Depot ( located at BANGKOK )
and its 1lst Sub-dgpbt ( located at RANGCON ) were respensible for repair and
su;c/,ply of planes for our air division. This depot was placed under the command
of the 3rd Air Army immediately after the army was organizdd.

A large scaled improvement and repair of planes was made at the
air repair depot at SHONAN (SINGAPORZ), while new planes and materials were
"supplied .through the air repair depot at SAIGON. From July to October, 1942,
tie 19th Siipping Air Depot was attached o our division, .and from }foven;ber
1842 up to February 1943, it was attached t.ovfl‘.:.fth o Saipping Alr Depot. How- -
- ever, as enemy a:‘:r raids in-t'ne RANGOON area were intensified, the shipping ; g |
air depot was orderéd-to withdraw kt:o, SINGABCRE. . '

2. Supply; Aumunition and fuel were supplied by t.i::\; 20th Field Air

LS

Supply Depot ( at SINGAPORE ) through its agency &b RANGOON. ~— —
Later the agemcy was placed under the command of our air division.

[
Taking into consideration the oopver_:_ience of inland transpertation of :
supplies, witnin 3URMA, we cstablilhed issuing points at PINKANA ( east of MEIKTILA )

F. Intendance a.ng !gt_;lical Se'r—vznan.

‘ o ; -~
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Taking into consideration the peculiar disposition of air ikt
and the transportation dirrieultieérf'aum, our division established field
storage sheds at RANGOON, TOUNGOO and MEIRTILA, and fﬁnair agént.s, at
MEG'E and SHWEBO, and acttally supported ourselves Eoth in food and clc;things.

Freventive measures against BURMA \%’ diseases were taken. In
addition, a sanitarium was established at KARC in the SHAN high land area
exhausted airmen. 2 I (

Cfl. Cmnniéation :

The communication units under the émmand of our division were the
lst Air Sigml_ Regiment and the 3rd Air Signal Hegiment. These regi_monta and :
the Air Route Regiment were responsible for establishing important comrunication
lines. . | & e - .

At first we pl;a.gned to use a wire Icomunicauion system within
BURLA, because inteiligence reports and ordez:s could readilyf;'ent between unit
headquarters and airvfields.‘ However, bécause of the shortage of comfunication
“materials, wire communicétion waaes’r‘.a.hlished only between RANGOON ( divisional
headqﬁarters ) , between TO NGOO and MEIKTILA ( command post ), and between

RANGOON angfROME. All other communications were carried out solely by radios.
Since transportation was generally dep¥ressed, very feow vacuuoem

tubes for radios were supplied.

In addition, it was the more difficult in the rainy season to maintain
co. munication a paratus in good condition. .

Therefore, the intelligqtl:i? communication system of the air signal
regiment, and the commnunication system of tié navigator unit were also ‘used in
emepgencies. : e

Special effort ard caution were required to keep our operation plans
in strict secrecy. Also, in order to mislead the enemy air forces which assembled
in the IL\EDIA-:;UHLL;-GHLYA border line area, receiviing and sending of decoy i
messages were carried on.evex'm dgring the suspension pei‘iod when our division .

B

vas inactive, : \ _ :
Chapter VI Qutline of tic Progress of the Operations by tie 5th Air Division.
A. Invasion of BURKA ( from January, 1942 up to March, 19_1,3_ o :

B
On 10 January, 1942 after the FHILIPPINES operation, our divinionﬂ

headq.arters departed HEITO, passed tifbugh CHANGHWA ( on HAINAN Island ),

@
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arrived at SAIGON where the Southern Lrw Gemeral Headquarters was qttmtid.-
and received the erder of our new miseions. The gist of the orders m as
fellews: :

The air divisien will eperate in THAILAND md;m, quickly anni-
hilating the BRITISE and AMERICAN air ferces in this area, and clesely ce-
operate with the 15th Army.

Prier te this, our divisien had been ordered te -ut under eur command
the 10th Air Brigade ( headquarters, \‘the 77th, 3lst and 62nd Air Regiments )
since our arrival at BANGECK, ‘

The divisien commender arrived at BANGKOK by air en the 15th ef January, and
assembled th"zth Air Divinion ( headquarters, the 8th, 50th, and 14th
Air Regiments ) , which gradually meved from FORMOSA te THAILAND by the 24th, and
planned te annihilate the BRITISH and AMERICAN air fordles in BUEMA prier im :
to the 1Sth Army's penetratien throug: the THAILAND-BURMA border lime. Om
about 25 January the disvesitien ef our wnits was as follews:

Divisien headquarters -----(BANGKOK) :

iho 4th Air Brigade n.q,;--mu (BANGKOK) air field

The 8th Air Regiment-------game as abeve

The 14.1;11 Air Regiment------game as szbeve

The 50th Air Regiment------NAKDSAWAN

The 10th A.if Brigade H.Q.--LAMPANG

The 77th AAir larinlent-w-—Lﬂ(PﬂG

The 3lst Air Regiment---—--- PITSANLOK (BISNULCK) :

The 620d Mr Regiment——---- NAKOSAWAN ( Advanced ba e at DOMMAN )

As soon as the 4th Air Brigade headquarters arrived at BM&. eur
divisien, acco:;ging te the intolligenc;- roeei;ed from the Eth Air Regiment headqubrtoxf
recomnaissance unit which had been active in thie areas, ‘aegan\to roconnoi;er the
situatien of enemy air forces in the RANGOON and TOUNGOO areas or 20 Jnu.ary.l
employing the 8th 11;- Regiment headqugrter- rnomilsanéa unit,

From the end of January, our divisien cemmenced attacking the nort\lle’?{
and southern RANGOON air fields ( the seuthern air - field at I(I!Gm; the north?on\_.ﬁ
. alr field atWLERU ). |
During this peried, the 10th Air Brigade ce-opersted with the 15th Army .

which had penetrated the border limm in the TENASSERIM area.

e ol e



Oatline of the opcrations of our air division during the period
from the end of January up to the middle of March, namely the 15th Army's
penetration through the border line up to its occupation of RANGOON, was as
follows: “/ : ‘

1. Air Annihilation Operations:

At the init.ia} stage of the operation, it was quite cerﬁa.‘l.n that
_ the main enemy air force was situated at RANGOON, while an aleme‘nt. was at
TOUNGOO. Our division com:enced a.ir annim]a.tlon orsrat:.ons against. RANGOON
" from the end of January, employing the combined f:.ghter and bomber units
Vfrom the 4th and 10tn :a.r‘Bri,sades. rlowever » 1 company'of tne li4th Air 3
Aegiment was comglemly westroyed by the enem,,r Following this we changed our
..a%t.ms as i‘ollows. : >

The assault unit of light bombers were to induce enemy fighters on
flight, and then the total strength of our figater unit..s were to sweep :
~ down on the unexpecting enemy figoters. The operations by the 15t.h_1‘u~ml }'
steadily progressdd, completing the occupation of MOULMEIN on January, and
began crossing the SITTANG River on 1 Marenh . Our air division, in compliance
tg the réqu-st from tne 15th Army, carried out the air amik;i%bn operations,
employing bomber units ( total stre;gt.h of heavy bomber;, light bombers, and
_assault planes ). In carrying out these operations, a few bombers attacked enewy
airufields at nights,. and quccessively fighter units carried out dawn attacks.

During this period, since our t;pe 97 fignters were inferior to
enemy fighters in speed and xgmnem.rarability, 1 company of new fighters, the
type 2 single —engined fighters, were sent to reinforce our units. Ho;never,
our pilots not being trainéd nor accustomed to operating these new type planes,
were often m,)ured or «dlled in the nwierous acci dents’ which occureed. - gl

Durlng the early part of Februar,,r, we commenced an attack on the

TOULGCC and BASSEIN air basecs, and following that, we successivély attacked 3
- L } %



air bases in BURMA. Until the early part of uaréﬂ, the number of 'enemy plahés.
avaiia.ble for operation decreased to 60. Tuis was only half the number of
- planes 'the;,—l had at tb;e initial stage of operation. However, we too, stifferad
heavy losses, especially the l4th Air Regiwent which had no(_fig'nt\.ing power
after tne middle of Fgger\uary. This unit had to be dispatched to Japan

to improve the type of its planes ( from type 97 heavy bomber model 1 to

model 2 ). ;

2. Support of Ground Operations.

In order to clobely support the ground forces, our air division
first oi‘ all endeavored to attain air supremacy while attacking enemy ground
forces at a required time on a required point.

3. OQur division reconnoitered the ANDAMAN Islands during this =
period. |

4. Instructing Method.

. ~ Qur division alwaysﬂgave a d\.ﬁ.ni:rt order covering a very short
per:Lod, and the order was always carried out mstantenou.aly a.nd to the letter.
The Eeadquart.ers was s;t:uated at BANGICK from the 15th to the end of January;
at *OVLMEIN from 1 February to 15 k’m:ci;; and after that at RANGOON.

B. Air Annihilation Cperation in BURMA. ( karch,1942 )

In the early part.‘df March, the l5th Army completely ocecupied
RANGOON, and the-55th Division drove the CHUNGKING army towards TOUNGOO, while
the 33rd div'l.-sion p-ursued the INDO-ERITISH army along the IRAWADDY River. :
During these operations, t:;lbu,gh air annihilation had been roughly completed
by our a1$r divisio.n, gngmy planes attacked our fronts occassicnally. Frior
to this, at the beginning of larch when our army was about to cross the
SITTANG River, the enemy air force withdrew to the LASHIO, MEIMTO and AKYAB
areas.

Ho'a}cver, believing that there were an’enemy air base in the areas of
| the IR.A::ADDI or the CHINDOWIN Rivers, we urged the headquarters rect\)mminﬁge
unit to search for eneuy air fields in and north of the MANDALAY and PROME- -
areaa: - Meanwhile two newly constructed enemy air fields were discovered on
the photograph taken by the 33rd Division's reconnaissance in the MAGIE AREA

At tha.t time, since the JAVA ogeration waa ro_ugnly completed, the
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Southern Army or uerad the Tth air Brigade ( Headquarters, the 64th, 12th and 9:th
Alr Regi:::ent ) » the 12th Air Brigade ( Headquarters, the lst and llth Adr
Regiments ) the l5th Independent Air Unit ( 2 neadquarﬁara'\xmnsmce
companies ) and the 27th Air Rt.eg.iment ( 3 assault companies) from the JAVA

area to be placed under the command of our air division. ﬁereupon our division
commenced a large scale repair and maintenam.;e-program with intentions of

annihilating the remaining enemy air forces wit: one blow, Follewins the arrivai

of these new units, our division r&frained from any attacks against MAGWE.

B Therefore, the 7th Air Brigade‘ was situated in THATLAND, and attacked
the CHINA based ALERICAN air force in the YUNNAN area; wh;L_le the 4th Air Brigade
carried_out timely attacks against the AKYAB area. >
' In the middle of March, just prior to the c§mmencslnent of our general

‘attack, tne disposition of our units was as follows.

Division Headquarters ( INSEN in RANGOON )
The 4th u.r Brigade H.Q. ( TOUNGOO ) -
The 5tu air negiment ( TOURGCC ="south ) T S
The Eth Air Regiment ( TOUNGOO = south )
The 7th Air Brigade H.Q. ( BANGKOC. )
The ohti Air Regiment ( MINGALADON ) (tai™)
The 12th Air Regiment ( DOMMAN )
The 95th Air Reigment ( NAKON SAWAN)
The lrhth Adr Brigade H.q ( LAMPAN ) = “Preparing to neve
The 77th.Air Regiment (LAMPAN ) n

The 31st Air Regiment (PITSANULCK) n

T#e 12th Air Brigade H.Q. GLEW)

The 1lst Air Regiment " 3 a
The 1lth Air Regiment s L % f..:
o The 15th Independent. Air unit ( MINGALADON )(Te)

The 27tn nil‘ Regiment ( muncoo south )
In the middle of Harch, as the concent.ra.tlon of all unl\v was complot.ed,

‘v."_
i

we decided to ca.rr_f out a raiding attack against MAGIE on 21 and 22 Lfarch

On tne morning of 21 lMarch, an enexy@med fighter a.nd bomber
Spi

unit consisting of 9 BLAINHEINS (T.N?) and 10’Spitfires attacked our mmamn(ﬂ“’-)
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According to the scieduled plan, our planes repulsed the enemy air
attack, followed the retreating epemy crafts and attacked the enemy .air base.
Covering both southern and northern a.irvfielda completely, our unit carried out
high aii‘.it.ude bombing and therougnly dle-stroyed or set a fire all the enemy planes
on the ground. In order to attain better resu.lt.s} we repeated Aour' attack on the
following day, and comﬁle':ely: anninilated the enemy air fo:ér,ce in BURHA.

Enemy"s losses were estimated t? be aboat 120 planes, and only an element of
their fighter unit managed to escaped to southwestern CHINA and the AKYAB
areas. , - ; :
C. Support of the BURMA Mo'p_ping—ug Operation,

- ( From the end of March, 1942 up to the end of Ea&, 1942 ) y

Thouzh the enemy air strength dccx:eased temporarily due to our
air annihilation operation against MAG.IE, enemy pi&nes carried out occasional
guerilla attacks from their bases at LASHIC and YUNEZE\on tie fronts of
our 15 th Army. Cdr 15tn Army, which was reinforced with.t.he newly atta.éhed
lwmsions arr,er the MALAY opamuon, attaa:ked RANGCGh ‘TOUNGOO
anI..ﬁ]anu other areas south of central BURMA, pursued the INDO-BRITISH ariy
and the CHUNGKING aruoy nor’c.:ma.rda,‘ and carried on mopping up operations.

During this period, our air division closely co-opgrated with the

15th army, while keeping watch on the increasing enemy air forces in the BURMA
54 4

border line area.

: The disposition of our u;..itS from the end of larch up to the end

of May was as follows .

Division Command Post (TOUNGOC)
A -
The L4th Air Brigade H.Q. (.TOUNGOO, formerly at MEIXTILA )

The 50th Air Regiment (TOUNGOO south, formerly at MEIKTILA)
The 8th Air Regiment ( same as above )

The 7th Air Brigade H.Q. ( BANGKCK (" TOUNGOO )-)

ot

The 64th Alr Regiment (LAMPAN ( TOUNGLO - north) ) = 1\

/

The 12th Air Reginent (DOMMAN (LEf) ) =
- . The 98th Air Regiment (LINGALADON)(TAR)

The 12th Air Brigade i{.Q. (PLEKU(TCUNGOO) )
The 1st Air Hegiment (u.n.lp (TOUNGOO) )
? The 1ltn Air Regiment (WLi&U }Eouneoo)' )




T T P i A
Tite 8lst Air Regiment ( Main force at LikU an element at TOUNGOO ) .

The 27th Air Regiment ( TOUNGOC south )

The lst Raiding Croup (DOMMAN, (at the time of the general attack

at TOUNGOO) .) .
Note: The 15th Independent Air Unit, which had been transferred from

JAVA, moved to MANCHURIA in April, and the &lst Air Regiment ( consisting of
2 headquarters reconnaissance units ) was newly attached to our air division.
Also, in order to carry out the aurborne ra.ld:mg operat.lons the lat raiding
Unit was placed mder our air dJ.viuont command.

: Qur division, while proceeding ivi};h thé air annihilation operation
against MAGHE, nad ordered the 15th Independent air unit to carry out the
photograpiic reconnaissance of the strategic ;iositiona in the SHAN high land area.
- This was to facilitate the 15th’v'ﬂlw!s operations, especially the interception
of t.hel CHUNGKING Arnw's rout.e of retreat. At tne end of March, this reconna-
issance was I'Oughlj com;.leted. '1
7 In Apr:.l, as tue 1 th .-srmy Comenced 1t.s oper,—ztion, ot; air dlnsion
issued the following orders' The 27th air Reg;.menb to concentrate on the direct

=,

support of &,ro;.nd, 0;1erat_ons, the 4th Air "rigade to co-operate timely with
the 27th Air z.e;iment, and the 4th, 7th, and 12th Air Brigades to cayry out
timely antacks‘\i.z?gainst. the LASHIC and AKYAB air fields. When the 50tn Division,
successfully ¢ircling the SHAN higjn‘land area, advanced to the LASHIC area and
was about to cut off the CHUNGKING army's route of reireat it planned to

' employ an airforneraiding unit. Though two plans were suggested concerning thb

e

déscent point ( one wzs the LASHIO area, while another was the SHILIO area ) 5
o

fhe LAS I0 area plan was adopted in order to achieve a decisive victopy

in cutting off the enemy's retreating route. On 29 ipril, as the Scth Division
approached LASHIC, the lst.Raiding Unit, ( com.anded by COLONZL KUKE ) recently
attachcd to our division, left the TOUNGCO soutiern air field with the =g
co-operation of the 7th Air Brigade. However, because of inclement weatl in

the destination area, the raiding oper-tion had to be suspended. ',,/; : -

- During this period, tiere were no notable air anninilation operations .
’Our air division searched for and intercepted the enemy planes which attackst us

occasicnally and also counter-attacked the enemy's advance in the LASHIC and

b

. . L

i
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AKYAB area. (Cn May, the 64th Air Regiment.GOMﬁ#nder, Lieutenant Colonel

TAKEO KATC, was <illed in aerial combat in the AKYAB ares.) The 7th Air Brigade

also carried out timel; attacks on key positions in order to cut off enamyl‘s;

route of retreat in tne BARALIL and I;.;Pm areas on the ﬁort.hwestern ILDIA- o

oy

BURMA border line.:

D. Disposition of Qur Division During the Rainy Season of 1942.

After the su porting operation of the mopping.up operation in BURMA,

”

units of our air division withdrew tc the MALAY area, and concentrated its
efforts in preparations for tne next operation. The disposition and strength

of our units were as follows:

Name of Units Disposition - Type and Number Airmen
& : of Flanes
Division Headgquarters RANGOUN i
The 4th Air Brigade H. Q. TOUNGOO
4

The 50th Air Regiment  SINGAPCRE liodel 1 fighter 30 4O
~ (for improvement .
of the type of planes)

The 8th Air Regiment  TOUNGOO & MOULMKIN Yodel 100 recon-

. ; naissance plane 7 15
= ) o twin engine lignt e
: . bonber 730
The 7th Air Brigade HdQ. SUNGEERATANIY
The 12th Air Regiment  ALORSTAR iiodel 97 heavy
: bomber 25 100
The 96th Air Regiuent  SUNG. EBATANIX " " 180
The 64th Air Regiment = LONKALADON (Ta—¥) lodel 1 fighter 25 30

(uzer the direct com-
mand of our divisional

Hdg.)
The 12th Air Brigade Hdg. SINGAPORE
The 1lst Air Regimént n ! Model 1 fiznter 25 30
The 1lth Air.Regiment n : n Mo o
The 8lst Air Regiment LEKU . Yodel 100 rece-
(laciing 1 company) nnaissance plane7 15
Note: These are estimated figures in tie early part of July. .
| Bl
= ] — |
4 <
i : 8
. ! =
. 25



The giét of praparat;ions for tnenext operation "was. as follows: ~ ...._Q,
i Training '
(1) '1‘raim.ng for the CALCUTTA attack which was to be carrled
_out after the reawy season.
(2) Training to improve ni at flightss
(3) Training to incre se the skill in aerial c‘ombats..

(4) Training to becdome more efficient in perlorming original

§

dutles of ground aervius.k = o >

II ‘Improvement in armament and lengthening the range of heavy bombers.’
III Transportation of fuel and ammunition t.o BURiA,

Iv R.epairtmg and maintenance works for the purpose of increasing available
planes.

E ,
Air Anninilation Operations in the BURMA Border Line Area an
Supporting Operations for the Defense Against t.he Enery's” Counter=attack in
the AKYAE area. .

(From the end of October, 1942, uy to the end of December 1942, )

' Though the attack against CALNCWTTA had been planned to be carried .
out immediately after the rainy secason, we could not carry out thi; blan, :
partly because of_ tie difficulty"-in trana'port.at.j.on during the rainy season,
and partly bscause it was necessary to co-operate with t..e 15th Army in
repulsing the ‘INDO-BRITISH army wiich wa:s expected to commence counter attadks.
- Also because e)éaust flame daupers on hewy bombers for nighi attacks had many
defects. “..éreu;;cn, our divj‘.sion, in order to annihilate the enemy air
force in the BURLA border line area, advanced its command post to LE;KTILA,
planning to aniinilate the enemy air forces in southwestern CHINA, in the
em:-:;m-'”f‘résidenc; area in eastern INDIA, and in the TLPRR and CHITTAGO!G

e

Aareas.

The new disposition of our units after the rainy season was as I;
follows : . .
Divisional Headquarters (RANGOCK) ‘\‘\,_ﬁ\ !-
Divisional Coumand ‘ost : (MEIETILA) b ( o
The 4th Air Brigade Hdg. (MEIKTILA) ,
The 5t.. Air Regiment (MEIKTILA) A :
The 8tu Air Regiment HEHO (T.N?)

2l

e



The lyth Air Regiment ~ SUNGEI WTANI (T.N?) . N
The 7ta Air Brigacde iidg. TOUNGOC 4 e <

The 6hth Air Regiment  TOUNGOO (nortn)

The 12th mm _ ALOR STAR (DOMVAN LEKU (T.N.?) )

The 98t Air Regiment ~ SUN EIBATANI :
The 12th Air Brigade Hdq. mno =)

The lst Air Regiment MEIMYO '

The llth Air Regiment  MEINYO - :

The Elst Air Regiment dain foree- LEKU _
In element -MEIKTILA - T

Taking this disposition into consideration, our division ordered
the 4th and 7th Air Brigade to attack the enemy air force in the IMPHRE,
CHITTAGONG and FEN:Y areas, and for the 12th Air Brigade to attack on the

YUNNAN area in southwestern CHINA and also to intercept enemy planes which

e

attackad nortiern BURMA.

Darihg this p;riod;- enemy a.ir forces wefa gradually reinforced;
a;d small numbers of tieir plahes'freqaently carried out guerilla at;acks
against various places in BURHA, es_ecially on transHOftation key points.
Therefore, our division ordered bouber units to retreat to MALAY and THAILAND
in order to prevent our losses caused by enemy air raids and adopted suclh
dactics as follows i.e., our bomber units advanced in the,evehings ( to froﬂt

bases ), commenc:d their attack at dawn and returned to rear bases in the

evenings.
L The INDO-BRITISH army gradually concentrated its strength in the

YAYU Peninsula area, and indications of their counter-attack became clear.

Therefore, kee;ing in close liaison with the 1%th Army; our division directed
the Bth Air Brigade to support our ground forces in thét‘area.

At the end of this period, the supgly t(gpsportation of the AMERICAN
air forces in CHINA; using the INDIA-CHINA air route; \becaue increasingly
active. Therefore, in December; we carried out a défing'httadk gﬁaiﬂ’bm
TI SUKIA, the enemy's intermediate basc, and aclieved a great success.

In December, as the situation in the SOUTH W%ST Islands area be-

came urgent, the 12th air Brigade and the lith air Begiment were transfered

’ ’

therd.
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Smagbewe iir Anninilation Operations in thne BURMA Border ;@e Area and
Support for Ground Cperations. , 2

( From January, 1943 upfto May, 1943 )

At tue end ol 19L2, the eneay's intention to couﬁter—attack BURLIs
became clear; and it was expected that the cnemy would ai’.tack the U Hiver
(RU CANG) area or the HAYU Peninsula'arera in eastern Indh. "l;'he'r.ofora, our
air and ground forces in SURM improved our defensive dispositioﬁ and con-
céntrated on preparations for coming op&atiom. .

‘ At the beginning of 19#3, the Indo-British air forceg againg counter-
attacked on the MAYU Peninsula area where they had. failed in their counter
attack before at tie end of the year. The 15th Army commenced its operations
in February to repel this counter attack by the enemy; mopped up MATU Peninsula

and crove the enemy far zmss t.oﬁarda the CHITTAGONG area. ' In the south-
western CHINA AREA, we also defeated .ne CHUNGKING army which appeared on

the leit bank of the NU River. The enemy's n.ovemer;t on the INDIA-CHINA air
route also becane very active. In February, tne AMERICAN volunt-er Tnit in
QHINI; vas oxl'ganized into the AMERICAN lhth Air Unit; ( Major General CH}:NMAI-ILT
was assi}gnod‘t‘o‘ﬁhe chief of this unit. ) and its strength was gradually
reinforced. Also, 1n INDIA) the ALEIICAN air force was gradually atrgngthendd
and :qe.-ca.me._ superior to the BRITISH air force whnich was situated east of

AfQOLA and (l};iITTAGONG,. principally on the MAYU Peninsula.-which was the

ground operation theater. -

‘The main purpose of’ the attacks b‘;/ these enemy air forées was to
cut off our s;.ppl,y line while an element of them attacked our key positions in
the ..A:\;G%ON area and our air_fields,

In accordance with this situation, our armyj wit.nout cha.nging our
former dlsposlt.ion, carried on our operations aiming to annihilate enemy‘ ar

forces in the BURMA border line arca and also to co-o erate closely with the
15th army. : | \,_\ =
1. Air Annikilation Operations:- e
During this period, we altcred our operation tactics of the

former period when we had concenirated on siort-distance attacks aginst

=
eneuy air fieldsin tie border line area from the beginning to the end. v

Our new plan was to k-% the enemy in the ninterland ( making

, 20



thie utmost use of our atta%xing ranéETr;‘in April and in kay, we attacked
KUNMINOT twice i?Grder to radace'e;emy stren.th there and contributed
to check the enemy's attack against JAPAN Fropgr; ‘ {
As for the eneny air bases a short distance away, we: attacked
TINSUKIA: TV BEIEMI's intermediate base of the INDIA-CHINA air route;
in ?ebruary and larch and destroyed 25 or 26 enemylplanéb. We also-
successively agiacked the FENNY, SILCHAR, BATALRURE, KOKSBAZA, DOHAZARE,
aiq“;ields and delivered considerable damagec every time. Duriné this
period, taking advantage of the 15tn army's counter attack égainat
LAYU Peninsula; we advanced our air bas: and"intelligence gathering
point"in preparation for the GALUCATTA attack.

B Support for Ground Operﬁtionss ;
Since the end of December, the Lth Air Brigade successively

co-operated with tue 55th Diviéion in the AKYAB area. Also, in February;
when the 15th Army commenccd counter-attack operation in the MAYU Peninsula
area, our divisiony utilizing the spare hours between air annihilation
operations; closely supported the 55th Divi;ion on the ground; the 4th
Air Division attacking the area south of CHITTAGONG ( excluding CHITTAGONG )
and the 7th Air Brigade attacking the CHITTAGCNG area.

3. Adr Defense:

As the enemy akr force was strengthened, the frequency of their
attaéks against BURMA steadily increased; and our political key positions
and transportation were given high target priority. -

Their attack objectives were as follows: .

“

17 political key positions : RANGOON ~ MEIMYO (2)

2. Transportation key points : AKYAB -

3. (0il) Producing key point : CHALK

Together with int;nsification of their attacks on these key

positions, their attacks against our air bases in the RANGOO} GO0
and LMEIXTILA areas became increasingly {requent. However, ouf);fEZf;;> _ el
»ﬁhose air defense strength was ver; small in general’confronted enemy air
attacks depending cilefiy upon the anti-aircraft fire arms on the groung.
No full-service air defense units were established other than a fighter

‘;l.nit. which took enarge of the air defense for e RANGOON rwseded==®” and - 29




air fields near by.
S’
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Other important aix;jields ‘were guarded against air

attacks by the fighter units situated in each respective air field and .

also by tue anti-aircraft fire arms possesjsed by each respective air __;ield

battalion.

G. Disposition During The Ra.igyr Season in 1943.

At the end of May, as soon as the rainy

season begant our

division seni our units to the rear in order to replace their strength

which was badly consumed by the successive operations during the dry

<

scason, and also to resume the balance of dispositions winich was broken

due to the transfer of the 12tn air Brigade to the southeastern area.

Thus, our division shifted to the rainy season disposition to prepare

for':"é'oud.ng operations in the next dpy seaso:.

planes became increasingly persistent.

However, attacks by enemy

‘Therefore, our fighter units were

changed with the protection of sea transportation and the air defense

_ of RANGCON wh:.le an element of our bomber unit was dcspa.tched to SUMATRA

to patrol the sea sm. west of anVAN a.nd south of "ADARG ander the

coumand of the 9th Air Brigade.

Another element of our bomber unit took

charge of tie [Fotection £0¢ convoys against submarines.

i

In Juhe, tne 3rd Air Army was organized; and our division was

put under its command.

The operation theater of this air army was

THATLAND and BURKA, and it could carry out training in FRENCH INDO-CHINA

and MALAY at.an; tiue.
rainy season was as follows:
: -

Division Headguarters
~ & fr'

The Lth Air Bricade 5.Q.
The 50th Air Reginment
The 8th Air Regiment

The 7th Air Brigade H...
The 64th Air Regiment
The 12tk air Regiment
+ The 9°th Air Regiment

The 8lst Air Regiment

Chapter VII ﬁ‘% =

Qur division carr:.ed on training in acccrdance with the following

- WLERU (SUNGET PATANI)

The disposition of our division during this

RANGOON.
TOUNGOO p"'“

- i G +
MINGALAON (SINGAFORE)

T0UNGO® ( SUNGEL PATANIY)
SUNGETPAT. '
m»cmaﬁil;{mmawﬂ‘)
MEDANG and SAVAN

PATANG
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gist both in operation .pariods and ‘in rainy seasons.

1. Air crewien of each unit, either the practiaed or the unssilled, will be 4
trained in order to inprove their skill for flighnt guties and to g,ive full play
to the ower of t.he unit

24 m personnel will have a thorough knowledge of planes and
apparatus with waich they are equipped and will be trained so as to make the
utzost use of tue power of these planes and agparatus - |

G 34 T;king_ advantage of the rainy season in BURMA, the unskilled will

be trainedl;‘, ang the training for coming 6rerations in tﬁe next period will be
carried out in ‘accordance with the instructions o£ ﬁhe com:ing‘oaerhtiona.

Our division received the replacement of air crewmen directly from the
Alr Headguarters or tm‘oufh(t:ha Southern Army Field Air Replacamen.. Unit.
(If the new air crewwen who arrived from JAFAN Proper were unskilled, ‘;2&’1“‘
to be Bent to ‘the fief; training air unit ) . However, in order that’new
crewman mignht becore closely combined in the unit to which he was attached,
" that he-might be:thoi-oaghly,infemdfqi_and-sl-ﬂ-lled in the special tactics =
peculiar to each respective anit anci also tiat he might be accustomed to the
abnormal mentad econdition in the battle field, our division sent new air crew-
men to the unit comilt.ted to an operation immediately after t‘ne.ir aprival from
‘J.'-"\[AN Froper and ordered them to improve their skill through actual combat,
Hoping to make the utmost use of our slanes and e ‘uipment, we reguested

Y be seay
hw a skilled technical ex,ert or instructor from J.-,aAN Proper

254 trainek our men to improve their s.dll for handling and o erating the.

planes and equipment.

T
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Vol. 40, Part 2 S 5
Air Operations

Part 2 - Second Half (from Sept. 1943 to Aue. 1945).

This record was written from memory by Maj. SUSUMU OGATA
(Staff Officer of the 5th Air Force Div. from Apr. 1943 until _
the conclusion of the war). It serves as a reference for one
part of the history of the war and us/broposed by the units
under the command of the S5th Air Force Div. at the time of their
demobilization. (The contents are based upon the memory of the o
Cmdr. and are therefore very rough. Due to the movements of the
different units, it does not contain all of the units' reports
essential to the making of this report).

Contents
'chap.. I = Enemy anaments. s Fj;, : o '
A, State of tho Enemy Air Force - Sept. 1943 to Aug 194;4.“:1:.}3
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A, General Conditions of the Operatic;n.--.f_gg '
B. The Progress of the Operation.../ 7
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G. Aerial Operations of the 5th Air Force Div,, with the
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Chap. I = Enemy Movements

Essential Points

The AMERICAN and ENGLISH Air Forces in EAST_INDIA; which
graduall} showed signs of counter-attacks have changda to them__+
6rransive gince the beginning of 1943 ehpecialiy the AMERTCAN
Air Force, ﬁhioh‘has been rapidly reinforced dﬁe ;o the evaquatiog
of the GERMAN and the ITALIAN Forces from EAST AFRICA during the
autumn of 1943. TFor this reason, many new and improved models of
planes appeared in succession and the power of the enemy air force
in BURMA qps greatly strengthened. The guerilla attacks sradually'
changed into large scale attacks anﬁ bombing by several planes at
night turned into day light raids by large formations. The
AMERICAN Air Force directed their attacks ;hierly on strategic
oper;tional and aerial transportétion between INDIA and CHINA,
The ENGLISH Air Force engaged in taot{oal operations (Jﬁﬁged
chierly_through_the\;otivitiqs of the ene?y ilaneq):_'Contrary to
reports, the activities of our reconnaissarce planes of oﬁ:.BURMA|
Air Fcrce_gradually became difficult and the activities of our
bombers in thé day time were made almost impossible due to their
inferior ﬁerrormances, and the effectiveness of our air attacks
fell rapidly. The activities of our fighters, which at one time
held air supremacy, became difficult yearly. Even to obtain air
supremacy in one locality with our combined forces was quite
impossible due to rapid reinforcement and increased effioiency of
the enemy. . .

Furthermore, the air operstions in the BURMA Area were
shifted to detached operations with the SOUTHERN Aimy‘from the
latter half of 1944, namely at the time of the preparation for

the decisive battle in the PHILIPPINES, Thia_uas during/%he

period when our air forces in BURMA were dispatched to the .

"y

1PHILIPPINES end the supplies from the rear were gradually de-

creasing. : , '

¥
The merked differenée between the JAPANESE and enemy air
b

*
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forces became rapidly greater. The rapid 1norease 1n errioiency
of the enemy alr fosmsports w;; vary noticeable. That is, the
transports runniné between INDIA and CHINA were able to handle
nearly 10,000 tons a month. (Accordiné to an intercepted radio
ﬁloadcast). The tranapoftation of a 1arg§ numﬁer of ‘reinforce=
ments in the IMPHAL operation was made ;Lssible by converting
these transports into airborne‘troop.oarriers. :

-

The enemy air forces were able to attack at will in the BURMA
area du; to our loss of air bases and high casualties since April
1945, On the other hand, the enemy fleet in the INDIAN OCEAN
seemed to have been strengthened since the end of 1943. .We were
taking precautionary measures against attacks directed toward the
BURMA SEA, However, at the time of the.deoiaive batfle in the
PHILIPPINEs; it seemed that a part of the ENGLISH Fleet was used
in that area, They did not attack this front, but attacked several
times in the SUMATRA andeNDAHAN areas on a small scale.

A, State of the Enemy Air Forces from Sept. 1943 to Aug. 1944.

1. EAST INDIES Area.

Since early 1943, the AMERICAN and ENGLISH Air Forces in
mthe EAST INDIES have been continuously grawing 1n strength.  The
AMERICAN increase was especlally signiricant.ln tha spring of 1943,
there were approximately 400 planes and the number had\inoreased
to about 700 by autumn of the'same year. In the spring,or11944, the
AMERTCAN Air Force had appéoximatelx;l;ooo planes and b;ﬁsummer e
it ‘had about 1,500, giving them absoldte air supramaoy}J'Igg
AMERICAN Air Foree concentrated on.strategy,‘large scale raids,
whersas the ENGLISH concentrated on tactics, small scale raids
and had the responsibility of guarding the vital EAST INDIES Aﬂlav
against our air force. : <

Since the enemy strength increased, both thk AMERICAN

[

and ENGLISH Forces were able to replace their obaolete planas.
From about autumn of 1943, /new typa fighters P=47, P-S}, P-38

and SPIT-FIRES appeared in 1a;ga numbers. Newer type bombers
¥ : il
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were the B=24's and B-as's,ﬁgg}bh were also utilized to a great
eitent.

In BURMA, the strength of the EAST iNDIES Air Force was
noticeably increased., (Data based upo:{ statistics taken from the
eﬁamy air attacks). In addition to the diverse attacks by the
' ENGLISH Air Force, large scale raids by the AMERICAN Air Ioroe;
and harassing night raids were replaced by large scale day time
_ralds. After the arrival of the P-51's, long range raids with
fighter escorts ﬁere‘made possible. The activity of our recon-
naissénhe-planas were becoming more difficult, whereas enemy'
reconnaissance flights became more frequent. Baoause the enemy
air-raids became more effective agd ‘well=-timed, thev were able
- to pmecute large scale bombings on important targets.

2,  SOUTHWESTERN CHINA Area. ' 7

Until the end of 1943, a part of the AMERICAN Air Force
in CHINA wes stationed in SOUTHWESTERN CHINA Area. |
: In.Bﬂﬂua;-only minor raids were undertaken around the
vicinif} of the mouth of the NUﬁEIAN RIVER. Eowever, in 1944,
these raids became more frequent, because of the reinforcement
of the CHINA-INDIA air-route. The defense of KUNMING and other
air bases became stronger. 7

— - At Tirset, there was absoulutely no communication betwsen
enemy air force in INDIA and the AMERICAN Air Force in SOUTHWESTERN
.CHINA. However, aboutﬂthé middle of 1944 both forces were able to
gsecure NUCHIAN as their cooperative and aotive_cdmmunioation.
—center. (Concluded from the condition of the raids), e
3, INDO-CHINA Air Route. '

The AMERICAN Air Force was reaponsible for the INDO-
CHINA ate route. From abOut the middle of 1943, it was gradually ﬁ\
strengtheneu. Particularly in 1944, air transports suddenly be-
came active and rrom the beginning of 1944, the planes that werg ..
in actual flights numbered £fom 80 to 100, Military material "
which was sent to CHINA by air, amounted to more than 60 tons '_

.

per month, (Data concerning upen comunioation)- : -3‘*









4, INDIAN OCENN Area. . _

The ENGLISH Fleet was stationed in the INDIAN OCEAN area.
In the latter paft of 1943, it was partially reinforced by the :
MEDITERRANEAN Fleet, and its activities gradually became more fre-
quent. (Report received from the Navy).

5. The survey on the disposition of the enemy air force in
the BURMA area toward the latter part of 1943 is indicated on Map
No. 1, (This map is based upon data compiled from enemy records,
research by H.Q.;recomisunco planes, communications and reports
received from other higher headquarters). :

B, State of Enemy Air Force from Sept. 1944 to Aug, 1945,

1., In June 1944 the IMPHAL Operations failed. In addition;
since enemy-*troopa were flown to their air base in NORTHERN Bumu,
mrrare recommenced in BURMA, Till the end or the rainy season in
1944, this air base wu used only as a supply bue for eneny air-
'borno troops. Eowovor, the eneny planned to secure an air base
aﬁd this air base was immediately prepared in order to prepare for
future operations., The number of enemy airplanes were based on
enemy raids, our attack and reconnaissance.

2, Because of the completion of the BURMA ROAD in the latter
part of 1944, the air forces in EASTERN IBDIL and SOUTHWESTERN
CHINA were merged. Consequently, NORTHERN BURMA became a much
superior air base for the enemy tactical force. (Rop‘orta re- '
ceived from our raids and recomnaissance),

S« TFrom "t':‘ha beginning of 1945, large scale enemy raids
suddenly became intense. Our important tmsportatioh depots
and ‘airfields used as supply bases were boﬁbed continnously.

These attacks were coordinated with the enemy land forces, rem- .
dering the oﬁeration of our land forces extremely airno_&lt.\ &
The survey of the disposition of enemy air forces in the m
area in Jan, 1945, is as 1ndiufod on Map No. 2. (This map is
based npdn reports compiled from enemy raids, research by H.Q.;

air reconnaissance and reports \"rouind from other higher H.Q.).

~
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4. The enenmy fleet in the IIDIAI OCEAN area lhﬂ'.d.
definite signs of boinglrilnrorood, after the end of the rainy
season in 1944,and indications definitely pointed to an invasion
of the coasts of BURMA and MALAY, Therefore, our air force was
constantly on the alert for enemy large scale 1nnnle-m of the
shores of BURMA, Beyond several Taids on SUMATRA and ANDAMAN by
oarrier planes, the shores were untouched. Bwovcr; aloﬁs the
shores of BURMA and the coast of BLM; small scale land opera=-
tions were attempted with the intention of invasion.

Bs 1IN ifan. 1945, the AMERICAN Task Force executed air-
raids on the SOUTHERN FRENCH Imﬂ. Since fho landing of the
AMERICAN Army in the PEILIPPINES strongly indicated that the
FRENCH INDIES would be invaded next, the air power of that area
\n-yhrtinny strengthened. We also made modnj:o preparations
to utilize most of our air power against this threat. (At that
tm, the zone or operations of the S5th Air Div. was the entire
theatre of BURMA, THAILAND and FRENCH IIDI.IS).

6. In March 1945, our powerful adir base MEIKTIIA in
CENTRAL BURMA fell into enemy hands., Thus the air sppermacy of
the BURMA area returned to the enemy. Moreover, enemy fighters
were able to extond their striking power over SOUTHBRN THAILAND,

7. In May, 1945, except for MOULMEIN and TAVOY, all .e
of our air bases fell to the ememy. The enemy air farce secretly
Yegan to establish airfields at strategic location in 'IIAIIAE‘D
(Based upon repcirts from ground forces and _Hd.s, dir rooon.)

CHAPTER 2

General Conditions in~the Preparation and Progress of Oper.
A, General conditions of the opcrati_onal_ preparation.

In preparation ;of our BURMA AIR FORCE, we took advantages
of the rainy season, when air operation was difficult by striving
to improve the 60nd1t10nl of the air buoa to the utomost.

. Our secondary aln was to mmke general preparations for theat.orn
X

o
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operation with the air férne for bi coming dzy season, That

1:; during the rainy season such measures as: c¢ollecting and
compiling reports; revision of '.plax'u for operation; educations
and training based upon to\fui‘ dry season operations; instruction
pertaining to battle, o::ientation of replacements; imporovements
and maintenance of airplanes; replacing preu'nt a_ircrart with

new type planes; establishing and equipping air bases; collection
and tmnspérbation of military goods.

2. Eveﬁ though a large air force was employed in pm&otioﬂ
of water transportation in the BANGOON area, during the operational
preparations in the rainy season of 1943, our ships were heavily
damaged by,the enemy airforce and lt;bmrine. Transportatioh
from the r:ar bases was carried out by means of the THAILAND.
BURMA railwa} during 1944, but since the main steel bridges were
destroyed by enemy bombing, transportation racilitfu became
erippled. Therefore, transportﬁt‘ion and communication from the
rear bases for the forces in the BURMA THEATER was oarried, out
on the one remaining railway. Consequently, the operatiomal
preparation during the rainy season became mare difificult.

B. The Gencral Condition .of the Progress of Operations.

II.. From the end of the raiﬁy season in 1943 until the beginning
of 1945, that is all through the first half of this operation,
our air roreé_had been comparatively active as the important
element of the SOUTHERN ARMY, It carried out s.uoh offensive

operations as combat for air supremacy, attacks on strategic

‘rear areas, and_co-operat ion with the ground forcesl However,

since that time, air qontrol in the entire BURMA THEATER has
fallen into the hands of the ememy, This is due to: the quality
and quantity of reinforcements of the enemy airforce; th;’}‘uluro
of the IMPHAL Operation; the establishment of air bases by the

enemy airborne troops in BURMA,
A

‘II, On the other hand, from the beginning of the preparation

for the decisive battle in the PHILIPPINES (about Sept. 1945),
the BURMA THEATER became an area of seéondiry operation rox"the 37

S A '



N

SOUTHERN ARMY, It airforce had been gradually drawn to the
PHILIPPINE THEATER, Therefore, while the enemy air power increased
in the BURMA area, our air power daoreao‘d.“ Even during this
period, though inferior in number, our airforce (in BURMA) was
fighting bravely from air bases wi'ich took many years to complete,

Although they attacked the enemy and succeeded in achieving
a part of their objective, they did not contribute to the general
progress of the war,

III. The conditions in BURMA became more and more oritical in
1945, Induced by the defeat in the decisive battle of the
PHILLIPPIHE; the mission of the main air-forve in BURMA shifted
to FRENCH INDO-CHINA, Complete utilization of the air power

in the BURMA THEATER became restricted. -

In the BURMA THEATER we strived to co-operate with our
'tar'inreriqr air force (a fighter unit and a part of a light
bomber regiment), in intensified gi-aund operations, against
a decidedly superior enemy air force. This continued even
after the start of the rpi.ny season, but due to the 'd:ltt!ou.ltaﬂ
involved in the utilization of air bases during the rainy season
and since the weather grew worse along the THAILAND.BURMA border,
air operations in the BURMA THEATER coagod at the end of June,

Chapter 3 :

Summary of the Pr;parat.ion and the Progress of Operation

during Each Season. g 5
I. The operational preparation during the rainy season of 1943,

Ae. The enemy by rapid re-inforcement of its airpower in
BURMA, especially in EAST INDIA, and by tha constahh usage of
such ports as CHITTAGONG and SAICUTTA by its transportn lhon\d
definite ligns, 1ntqnd1ng.to attack BURMA, (This 1- based upon
navy .éomunlcat ionii reports). .

: 'l'he preparations for air operations after the rainy season 5
were made with the priheciple, aim of neutralizing thn{imn['
attacking pévor.

: ik
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This was done by raiding enemy air bases just after the rainy
season and before the enemy began its attack, raiding imporsant
habbors used as bases of operations.

In view of the re-énforqement of the INDO-CHINA air route, .
the secondary aim was to strike at air bases and destroy
transport planes. Although headquarters restricted un‘ in
making plans to attack CALCUTTA at that time, we expected
it at any time so we secretly planmed,

II, Fducation amd Training.

A, During the rainy season in BUHEMA some fighters
were distributed to the RANGOON area for the purpose of |
protecting our ships, A few recon; planes and bombers were
also d stributed to patrol the BENGAL BAY, General 4ir
units were allocated to the TENASSERIUM Theater for the
purpose of protect ing our tranépotts sa_:lli'ng to RANGOON,

A part of the he bomber unit was also dispatched to patrol -
the INDIAN OCEAN in the SUNATRA area,

Others were sent mainly to MALAY for eduo;ation and training.

Thus, an outline of power was plamiod'ror operations
during the next dry season.

Be With regard to education and training; we planned

\_/future operations from battle lexporioncos acquired before the
rainy seasén. We strove to make each fighter and boamber unit
utilize its full power sétisfactorily. At the same time, we
endeavored to raid co-operati vely with fighters and bombers,

i Fighter units, along with combat training, practiced mekhods
of attacking bombers and ground attacks. (bomding and strarking).

& Bomber units trainad for long range night ratds and ship bombing.
Hdq. Tecon. unit trained chiefly in ‘secret reconnaissance at
high atti?.udc at dawn and in the evening.

IIL. Maintenance of planes and the introduction of new types
of airplanes,
Ao Due to the fact that some planes were engaged :ln

the previously mentioned oiuuti(.? "during the rainy aeasoh;‘ they 29
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could not be adequately serviced, The number of aircrafts

with complete ﬁnintonance ﬂii@h were able to opo’rato Jt}at

before°the end of the raink ieuon for the various 'units were

as follows: } l '
4th Air Brig:

50th Air Reg, (fighter) Model 1 fighter
Type 2----27 planes.

Bth Air Regt. (light bomber) Model 99
Twin-engine =---20 planes. .

-34th Air Reg. (light bomber) Model 99
Twin-engine-----20 planes

7th Air Brig:

64th Air Reg. (fighter) Model 1, fighter
Type 2, =-=-30 planes.

12th Air Regt. (heavy bomber)
Model 97=-----15 planes

98th Air Regt. (heavy bomber)
- Model 97,==--15 planes

. 8lst Air Roét. (Eeadquater recon. planes)
Model 1 Type 2 ----15 planes

21st Air Regy (fighter) Model 2
}2 planes

B. The Introduction of New types of aircraft and
Impi'ovements on the old types of airoraft.

During the rainy season, the 50th Air Regt. planes changed
from Model 1 (fighter) Type 1 to Type 2, and the Slst Air
Regt. gradually changed its planes to Model 100 HQ.Recon.

" Plane Type 2, There were no major changes other than these,

Such improvements as equipping light and heavy bombers
with ﬁ:r.haust- flame dampers, for use in night raids, and the
adding of nitrogen to the gasoline of heavy bombers to )royent
fires were made, :

Ce The arrival of transport type planes, except bombers,
A

was generally - successful,

IV, Establishment, Maintenance and consolidation of Airbases.

Yg
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From 1943, we strived to establish and maintain the air
bases through experiences gained from former operations and

by looking ahead to future operations. The important air-
"bases were divided into groups consisting of a few air-fields,
Hangars and other buildings were dispersed and concealed as
much as possible.

By constructing secret and dummy eirfields and by
usage of cammflaga\, we enﬁoavorod to prevent our planes and
bases from being damaged. 'rnu-; we made satisfactory preparations
for mobile operati ons against superior enemy air-forces.

Repair of equipment.! for planes was improved as much
as possible.}

The condition. of our airbases in BURMA around the end of the

rainy season in 1943, was as indicated on Map NO, 3,
Ve The Collection and Tramsportation of Military Supplies,

A, The collection aﬁd the i‘.rmpmtation of avhtim.
gasoline and bc;mbs was carried out by water transportation from
SINGAPORE to RANGOON, However, ships were attacked by enemy
submarines enroute or after entering the port of RANGOON,

About half of the est.inatod uéunf. or about 25,000 barrels
of aviation gasoline and about 1000 tone of bombs were transported
during the rainy season, - (Statistieé*nhnw that during the hﬁt
dry season, th{_e. consumption of aviqtion gasoline averaged
5000 to 7000 iﬁarrols_ per month.,

B. Military _supplies, other than .airpla.ne pa;rta, were : .
supplied by the BURMA ARMY or manufactured in BURMA,

O. Although the supply of planes was insufficient to
replace the_‘ losses, thage were enoﬁ_gh fighter planes .heﬁul_\o the
losses were small em due to the inactivity during the rainf)/ <

"season. The numbers of bombers, however, became inadequate
a

and began to seriously hquioap our operations.
* De Operations after the Rainy Season of 1943 until the end

of the same year, :

3 : -
I, The Situation After the Rainy Season Until Octoboer, |

bl biodiie | &
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1, The 5th Air Division ceased its maintenance and training,
lﬁich had been carried out during the rainy season‘at the end
of Sept., and changed to a qtate of operations ro; the dry
season at the beginning of Oct. The condition of the Air Div,
at the beggnnins of Yctober was as follows'
Headquarters of the Sth Air Div. - RANGOON Headquarters
of the Sth Air Div. - MEIKTILA. The 50th Air Regiment (fighter)
METKTILA (MINGALODE) The 8th Air Regiment (light bomber) "HEHO"
The 34th Air Regt. (light bomber) "LOTLEM" Headdnarterl ér the
7th Air Brigade, "HLEGU" (SUNGEI PATANI) The 64th Air Regt.
(fighter) MINGALODON (TN®) The 12th Air Regt (heavy bomber)
MAUBIN ALOR STAR. The 98th Air Regt. (heavy bomber) HLEGU
(SUNGEI PATANI) The 8l1st Air‘kegt.'(ﬂé. Recon.) HLEGU,
The 21st Air Regt. (fighter) MINGALODEN
2. From the end of the rainy season, the 8lst Air Regt. (Hg.

gooon. Planea) reconnoitered CAIGUTTA and other 1nportant har-

bours and airbases in EAST INDIA and SOUTH-WESTERN CHINA,
They gonerally aeoonplishcd thei; intended mission. However,
from the end of the same year (1045); activities of enemy fighters
and raiders became more and more aggresive and accurate. :
Therefore, recon. by our Hq. Recon. Planes became more diffi-
oult and our éxperienoed pilots were downed in lurgoknunberi.
3., We endeavored to collect the aforementioned 1nrornalion
in preparation to counter_attack strong enemy raids and expected
raids. We plﬁgned to attack enemy pdanes in the vicinity of

" RANGOON and METKTILA.

4, The attack on the port of CHITTAGONG. An examinaticn
of photographs taken on a recon. missbn showed a group of enemy
waval vessels in th7ﬁarbor of CHITTAGONG. In the middle of
Oct., the 7th Air Brigade oonsiafihs of two g}f regt. of tihhters.
and heavy bombers attacked iﬂi the bombing was ineffective, and
there were no noticeable results. : E
5. Arrival of REINFORCEMENTS o
The 33rd 44r Regt. inshterl), in the middle of Oot.
The 204th lir Regt. (fighter), the middle of Nov.

These new arrivals in BURMA were placed under the command b |

o o
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of the Air Div.
II. Progress and Enforcement of Attacks on the Poft of CALCUTTA.
1. The progress of attack on the purror CAIOUTTA.é
a., Striking at a group of airfields and harbors in

: in order
CAICUTTA, on a large scale, was very necessaryAto eripple the

enemy .

At the end of 1942, a few heavy and light b;:gdrs carried out
well planned nigﬁt raids, to harass the enemy. Due to faulty
exhaust plame dampers on our bombers and night fighters, our
oasualtiqs increased sfﬁdually. Consequently, we were forced to
abandon this operation.

2. During and after the end of the rainy season of 1943,
many Teports were received stating that a group of enemy ships
had entered the port of CALCUTTA and enemy attack on BURMA became
more inevitable. Therefore, when an opportunity arose to aﬁ;IEe
the enemy by raids upon the central base, namely, the¢port of
CALCUTTA! a large scale attacqbith'the cooperation of the naval
air force was in ordér. This preparation was started in the
beginning of Octl

3. Through phqtographio recon., we foung omer sixty
large and medium size vessels in the port of CALCUTTA.

4. TFrom the middle of Nov., the nmval airforce had to Me
withdrawn to the SOUTH-EASTERN Area, due to the seriousness
of the battle in that area. Therefore, the raids were carried
out only by the Atmy Air Force for a time, ¥rom theoénd of
Nov., a part of tﬁe Naval Air Force again operated with the Armyl

5, The plan of attack on the port of CALCUTTA.

The Principal objective. .

Our obgictive was to ecripple the enemy fby rai.\t'l\iﬁg the port
of CALCUTTA and inflicting heavy damages on the oncly/hulldins': e
and vessels assembled in the harbor. This was done by our fighters
and bombers working in close unison uith the naval air forece.

. Raiding Tactics. ;
1) In order to divert the agonw';ightqfa defending

CHLCUTTA, our air force made re'a,of.s flights and raided air fields 3
Sesnaes sl e e G e o : sl 1
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in the vicinity of CHITTAGONG, SILCHAR and FEENNY, betore raiding
CALCUTTA. The units employed in these raids were as follows: :
the 4th Air Brigade, the 8th Air Regt. (about twenty light bombers),:
the 34th Air Regt. (about fifteeplight bunﬁérl), the §0th Air
Regt. (about twenty seven fighters), the 33rd Air Regt. (about
twenty fighters and a part of the 8lst Air Regt. (H.Q. reconnaissance
about five planes). _
| 2) The attack on CALCUTTA Was scgodulea for 5 December,
3) Dispdsition of strength for‘the attack:
lrny - 7th Air Brigade |

12th Air Regt. (9 heavy bombers)

98th Air Regt. (9 heavy bombers)

50th Air Regt. (27 fighters)

64th Air Regt. (27 fighters)

33rd Air Regt. (20 fighters)

part of the 8lst Air Regt. (8 HQ. reconnais-

o
]

sance planes)

204th Air Regt. (20 fighters) o
Mo, Duandbsloav (T
Navy - 28th Air(Regh+ consisting of 9 med size

attack planes and 30 "zero" fighters.
The airfields to be used for take-offs and landings
are as indicated on the map. : ;
4) BSecurity measures for the operation
All arrivals at the airfield will be made on the
evening prior to the raid, and all gir—groundr
liaison and communication wiillbe prohiﬁited.
We must appear to be unconcerned by'keopihg the
plan of the -r‘ai..d‘rrou other forcesK and controling
air-ground communications. ‘ e
8. Preparation for storage of aviation fuel=and bombs.
General preparation for storing will ba‘as usualn;nd .
]

partial removal of bomb ruaoé will be enforced.

d. Agenda concerning cooperation with naval'agg\foroo.

- ' e .
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1) Preparation of the bases to be used for storage
of clothing and food and also for billets.
2) The data for the raid
#) The designated targets, bombs to be used, height
of bombins,otc.
3. Air operations were in order to facilitafe the rﬁid based
upon the plan of attack on the part of CALCUTTA.

: 4. By diverting the enemy air force around CALCUTTA 5
especially, fighters, we raided the enany's EAST INDIAN front line
air base at IMPHAL, PALELU, SLLCHAR, FENNY, etec. from the middle
of November until the end of the same month. This was done by the
following air groups: . *
4th Air Brigade

33rd Air Regt. (approximately 15 fighters)

50th Air Regt. ( . 25 fighters)
8th Air Regt. ( " 15 1ight bombers)
- 34th Air Regt. ( y 15 light bombers)

A part of the 8lst Air Regt. (2 or 3 planes)
These air offensives resulted in heavy enemy losses.
The result in regard to the enemy fighters in CALCUTTA are uhknown.
Because of thé defensive actions of enemy fighters while attacking
CAICUTTA, we suffered some losses; nevertheleas,\wo were ablé to
divert the enemy attention to the border area, .
b. The attack on the port of CALCUTTA.
1) The attack on the port ofCALCUTTA was very care-
‘fully prepared, bvased upadn tha‘atorementionod plaﬁb. During the
preparation, there were some changes in the plan beoahse of co-
operation with the navy, but the fimal plan was formulated at the
end of Noﬁenber{w It was carried out snoothi?'hg planned. 7
2) In the Middle of November, the 7th '1rﬂhrisgd;
commander carried out his attacks with fighters and boz;ors'on :
SUNGEI PATANT, MALAY, .
3) On 1 December, a great number of enemy fighters
and bombers raided the vicinity of nANGOO!; Our fighter units,

in that area at the time of the raid. retaliated.

zs”






> ESSENTIALS OF ATTACK ON GALCUTTA HARBOR AND
ARFELDS FROM WHICH PLANES TOOK OFF
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donaequently; our damages were comparatively small, and the enemy
losses exceeded ten planes. Therefore, changes 1n'fhe plans
were not necessary. _ . .
4) Attacks on the port of CAICUTTA on 5 November

were effective and hea;y damages were inflicted upon various
buildings and ships that were in that area. Although, we expected
the enemy to counter=sattack with superior fighters over CALCUTTA
on that day, strangely enough, we were attacked only by about ten
planes. On the way to CAIGUTTL, some eneny fighters from CEITTAGONG
unexpectedly attacked from the rear and dounod one of our army
bombers. However, on our return flight fighters pursued us but
our fighter escort,(the 204th Air Regt.) which were previously
dispositioned at the AKYAB Airfi=1ld and the MAGWE Airfield attacked
and inflicted damages on the enemy fighters and as a result they-
uithdrew.
: III Attack on the INDO-CHINA air transportation bases.

A. The enemy's INDO-CHINA air trannportation was daily strengthe
In order to crippls the INDO-CHINA air transportation, an air
transportation base unit which was in the area Northeast of INDIA
Was ordered to attack the enemy airfields at TINSUKIA gnd dgstroy
them. The preparations were 6bordinated with the preparations for
the attack on CALCUTTA. As the attack upon the port of CALCUTTA
gave the enemy unexpedted losses, on 5 November, successive attacks
were planned and thPIr preparatioh accelerated. * -

B. On 8 Novégber the 4th Air Brigade (approximatoly‘firty
fighters and eighty light bombers) attacked TINSUKIA airfield.
This attakk took the onemyfsigzzﬁzo opposition enoountered.
Althoughf a Tew planea??ired upon, all planes returned after inr;}ctln

\‘\. —

heavy damages on the enemy.

C. Attack on the airfisld at YUNGNING Station. After attack
upon.TETSTZIA airfisld on 11 and 12 December, the 4th air Brigade
attacked the airfield at YUNGNING Station. On the first day,
although, the enemy was taken by surprise tﬁﬁre were few enemy

losses due: to:low hanging clouds. / : "
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On the second day, the weather was clear. Therefore, the enemy
anticipated omr attack and avoided us in the air ;rior to the attack
and did not suffer many losses.

D. Attack upon KUNNING Airfield.

_?he first attack was on 18 December and the second on 22 December.
On these days, approximatel; 70 righters and bombers of the Vth
Air Brigade and an air regt. of heavy bombers which were recently
distributed for tHis special operation, attacked KUNMING Airfield.
The first bombing of the airfield where many planes were located
wes not effective but we inflicted heavy damages on numerous
buildinss and the airfield. At the time of the second attack there
were heavy cloud formations and we suffered heavy damages from enemy
fighters and in the ensuing air-battles between our escort fighters
and the enemy planes- Heavy damages were sustained on both sides.
Bombing was generally effective, but there were no outstanding
iasults because the greater part of the enemy planes which had been
on the ground took to the air to avoid us. :

IV Attack on the port of CHITTAGONG.

On the other hand, from December, our air force in BURMA enforsed .
offensive air operations to the areas north, east and west. The
movement of enemy ships aldng the coast of BENGAL BAY continued
to be vigorous as before. As a result of observation by HQ.‘,
reconnaissance, we found that enemy ahips‘were assembling in tﬁe port
of CHITTAGONG. Thererore, on 25 December, the 7th Air Brigade
again attacked the same port with about 50 fighters and bombers
and inflicted huge damages on enemy ships. e
(C,. The Progress of the Battle from the beginning of 1944 until
the Combined Operations with the Units in IMPHAL,

I. The battle in January ’ \"\

A, "Since the beginning of 1944 the enemy ships vocams détive - o
in BENGAL BAY and began to bombard the west coast of BURMA at nigkt.
-&hese operations were judged to be recomnnaissance for suitable .
landing} places. Therefore, the air division made a -L:e thorough
reconnaissance of ?he area than ever before with HQ. reoonnnissghhe~

planes. Fighters and bombergy u-nyiﬂ-which were patrolling the bay ”

sl
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made a few attacks on enemy ships.

- B. In spite of the attacks on CHITTAGONG toward the end of
1943, the ships entered and cleared the harbour of this city. Ais
'defense for the harbour was reenforced. All searches made by the
feoonnaissanco planes were failures. The fighters also carried
out reconnaissance on the enemy in an attempt to discover the land-
ing date of the enemy beforehand expecting nothing less than an
attack in the middle of January. "

c. Interceptor planes attacked the air trahsoprtation route
from INDIA to CHINA, The number of airplanes ilong'the air route
from INDIA to CHINA was increasing every day in spite of repeated
attacks. For the reason the division made a few surprise attacks
on the enemy air transportation planes in the skies above SUMPRABUM
in the middle of January, using all fighter units of the division
after having planned the.éaaault according to statistical reconnaissanc
over the enemy routes and take-;ff_tima, (on the basis of the report
of observations and intercepted enemy communications by the j
SUMPRABUM anti-aircraft observation post). The enemy suffered
heavy damages through.these unexpected attacks so that planes either
stopped their air transportation activities during the day, taking
the roundabout route or flew with ascorp fighters. Consequently,
our obféective to msnaée and hinder this supply route to the air
unit;"in CHINA was achieved, But the attacks with our interceptors
became impossible,-because the long distance transport aircraft
route from TINSUKIA to CHENGTU was opened and‘MYITKYIHA Airfield
was captured by the enemy.

D. The supplying of the 18th division by air. The 18th Division
which was fighting in the HUKAWNG District in North BURMA and along
the frontier of INDO-BURMA, was gradually surrounded by the enégy
offensive and so was in critical need of medicine and anﬁunitiéé.
Thor;}o;e, a part of the air uni; supplied the 18th Division by ;
orders of the commander in the BURMA area. :

IT The preparation of joint cperation with the 28th Unit opsrating
‘on the ground and admancing to IMPHAL. :

=,
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' A, The army in the BURMA districtz}ntandad to nake an attack

on the enemy in IMPHAL since the middle of 1943 before the enemy
prepared to take the initiative against us. The plan for the
operation was completed at the end of 1943. It was determined,
first of all, to hold the enemy in check in the AKYAB area with the
28th Unit in the middle of Bebruary and to advance to IMPHAL towamd
the end of March., Since the beginning of 1944, the air unit in
BURMA (the 5th Air Division) was operating as uaual.(zgt was also
repleting 'its strenghh and making other preparations to cooperate
with the units on the ground.

B. The plan.ror cooperation between the 5th Air Division and
the units in the BURMA area. .

In order to cooperate with the units advancing to AKYAB #anad
IMPHAL in the BURMA area, the 5th Air Division agreed on the follow-
ing concerning copperation between air and greund,

1. The 28th unit in the AKYAP district will begin to
attack on 5 February and will achieve its designated objective ii |
the operation 10 days before the ppening of the offensive on IMPHAL.

2. A part of the 5th Air Division (the 7th Air Bn.)
will cooperate in this operation. The air unit will principaliy
control the sky and attackgd the powerful enemy in this joint
operation. Judging from the situation, the main force of the nir
division with the addition of the 4th Air Bn will be required to
cooperate for_a short period.

b 3. The main force of the 5th Air Division will cooperate
with the units advancing on fhe ground to IMPHAL. After the énd.
of the joint operation int the AKYAB area, we will postpone tpe
joint operation in order to advance to IMPHAL, so that the air unit

\\\ —

may prepare for the next operation.

4, The plan of the joint task to advance to IIPHAL is
as follows: s

To control the sky over the battle field. 7

To nnko an attack on airplanes and gun implaoenants on
the airfield whioh will obstruct our grograss on the ground.

. To execute attacks on the powerful enemy especially the
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maﬁhaniz;d unit# asd.artillery.
5. During the two operattég;,‘a_jqrt of the 5th Air
Division (a part of the hQavy bomber unit of the 7th Air Division)
will watch the enemy ships on the INDIA OCEAN (BENGAL BAY).
8. The 5th Air Division will attack q}f borne troops.

7. The 28th Army,the 15th Army and the 15th Air Div;sioni

will make arrangements in detail concerning the joint operation
on the basis of this agreement.

C. The preparation of the Air Units. _

Since the begihning of February 1944, a part of the Sth_&ir

Division retreated to THAILAND.AND MALAY area. The main force was

equipping the planes and was training at aiq;;ielda in the BURMA
area, especlally for strafing and night, evening and dawn attakks,
in order to cooperate with unit on the ground forces. o
D. The preparations of the aiz_;ieid troops.
1. In order to maintain close liaisbn between air and
- ground, the aiguriqlds on the first line iere completely eqnippeq
for this purpose and new airfields just behind the front line,
were oonatruoted as connecting fields.

2. In order to immediately use the airfields occupied
by the units on the ground, the airfield company prepared to ad-
vance with the forward unitscgn the ground in the IMPHAL area.

\/\ 3/ The air and ground communication company (wirelgsl

communication), which had been recently sent from the rear was

attached to the army and main divisions on the first line in order

to maintain close liaison with the units on the front lines..
4, Aircraft maintenance and supply organizations were
sent gradually to the airrieids on the front lines and the army
®m Was making every necessary prepargtioﬁé rof the next operation.\
E. The situation of the Sth Air Division on February 1944

was as follows:

-

' ; 4
tration no. 5. :
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1. The disposition of the air units is as shown in illuis
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DISPOSITION OF AIR INTELLIGENCE NETWORK
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S iha disposition of the :krrisld troops ks -shown in
illustration no. 6. 3 . ’ .
3. The outline of the air communication sgstem is

shown in illustration no. 7.
4, The summary of the air 1ntelligence system 1p.shown
in 1llustration no. 8. '
III Cooperatéon in the groﬁnd operations of the 28th Army at AKYAB.,
A. The 55th Division of the 28th Army ﬁegan to éttaek the
vicinity of BOTHIDAUNG, the area Northwest of AKYAB on the night
of 3 February 44. .
B. The 55th Bir Division, @hiefly the fighter units of the
7th Air Brigade (64FR, 204*FR, L2FR) successively attacked in
accordance with previous preparations, controlled the air over the
battlefields and strafRed said area. Due to the distance, this
air control was {gther short lfved. The enemy held airfields near
_ the front from where they could attack repeatedly. The period in
which we held control of the air, they avoided us and after we ﬁgd
returned to our base would apnear in the air over the battlefields.
Aé a result, they dlgrupted the attacks of our ground army, taking
advantage of the unfavourable conditions existing when we attacked
the ground with our t;ghters, thégi;ould challenge us to an air
battle. Thus, with the passing of time, battle became more dirficglt.
C. Even after defeat and witﬁf%S”Di#iaion'surrounding them,
the enemy offered strong opposition, taking advantage of.khe natural
terrain suqrounging.ﬁgINZEIWA.r As a result, even by the middle of ®
February battle conditions had ngﬁ 1mgroved. Moreaver, eneny air .
-supply was carried out on a large scale during the time that 