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PREFACE

Through Instruction No. 126 to Japanese Government, 12 Oct 45, entitled
"Institution for war hecords Investigation", steps were initiated to exploit
military historical records and folclal reports of the Japanese ifar kinistry
and the Japanese General otaff.* Upon the dissolution of tihe fiar Ministry
and the General otaff, and the transfer of their former functions to the Ue-
mobilization Bureau, the general research job continued and resulted in the
development of a series of historical monographs. DLetailed instructions
covering the preparation of these monographs were included in wemoranda 15
December 1945 and 21 November 1946, subject “Japanaso Operational distories”,

The basic material contained in this operational record was developed
by former officers, on duty in command and staff units within mejor units
during the period of operations. It should be noted at once, that the gnor-
mous destruction by aerial bombardment and fire has practically wiped out
the Iokyo records, much of this materiul .as reconstructed from memory,

The paucity of originel orders, plans and unit journals, which are
normaldy essential in the preparation of this type of record, most of
which were lost or destroyed during field operations or bombing raids ren-
dered the task of compilation most difficult; particularly distressing has
been the complete lack of official strength reports, normsl in 4G or G-3

have been reconstructed from memory and therefore are not textually identi-
cal with the originals, they are believed to be generally accurate and re-
liable. Further data as a result of continuing research and the occasional
recovery of hitherto unavallable origlnal documents will be covered in the
subsequent publication of "supplements" by the Uemcbilization sureau.

T R - . m m wm m m e m om wm om om wm W = - = m m em w = = o= o= -

* “
The action under this memorandum and inciuental detailed instruc-
tions, waich followed, were initiated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2,
Gi4, charged with responsibility for execution of the program under G.0.
No. 9, SCAP, 2 October 1945, =

In order to protect the interest of the United States, in the ex-
ploitation of Japanese uilitary Information, sub-paragraph 4 of G.0. No, 9 .

‘further provided for the screening of eaemy documents and established in-

ventories in Japanese Govergmental archives, C(areful examination of the
first records submitted by the Japanese Government in the summer of 1946
detected‘a misconception on the part of the Jupanese as to what should be
included in comparative histories; in a memorandum issued by assistant
Chief of Staff, G-2, on 21 dovember 1946, the Imperisl Japanese Governs
ment wa¥ directed to record the operations of the Japaneﬂe forces more
extensively, The G-2 Section thereafter assumed ccordination of the en-
tire program, including the establishment of a small, historical research
section within the aTis¥(allied Iranslator and Interpreter Section,)
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___records,  iowever, while maay.of the-important orders, plans and estimates
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This decument vas compiled from the disries and memory of the Ohief of
Staff, Lt, Col, NAITO, Adjutant, Maj. TANAKA (progrul of war after Jan. 1946)
" and Officer attached te the histewical ~sectlon-let Lt, TSUSODA,
Records concerning repairs, supplies and commmnication were eo-pilod from the
personal records and memories of the Stafr Bgfiesr -ANDO.
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Ohapt. I. From July 1944 Unssl July 1945,
The Yperation of the 3rd Air Force.
A, General Outline.
1. Imp. Gen. Hq. Plan and the Situation of the SOUTHERN Army.
After our failure in the PHILIPPINE and OKINAWA Operation the Imp.
Gen, Hqs, decided to conduct the decisive operations on and in the vicinity of
the HOMELAND., After the plan for HOMELAND Operations was ado.ptod the distribution
of planes to the Army ceased ana: _th -h.'ly was forced to rély on its
own resources as far as the supply of planes was cencerned. _
The SOUTHERN Army assembled at SAIGON the Ohiefs of Staff of all the
units and explained to them the operational plan for the first half of 1945,
2. Operational Plan, . :
The entire Air and Land Forces of the SOUTHERN Army will assemble in
the THAILAND and FRENCE INDO-CHINA Aress in order to annihilate the enemy forces
which might attempt to invade these areas and to divers the attention of_tlu enemy
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fonovinc duties.
a. The Air Force with the Wuthn of the Navy, will annihilate
the enemy force which attempts to invade the mm;-m m)o-cnn Area.
b. The PHILIPPINE Area will be recomnoitered and surprise attacks
will be conducted on enemy air and sea bases. : -
Adhering to the above order, the Air Force assembled nt.lm !.nt
the early part of February the chiefs of staff of eash Air Div. (izeluding the
Ingep. Air Brig.) and explained the operational plan for the first half of 1945 as-
signing the following duties to each air divisien: L : .
B. Outline of the 3rd Alr Yorce Operational Plan for the First Half of 1945,
Principles:
The Army assembling in the THAILAND-FRENOE mo-omi“m,. will together
vith the Navy defend the points of strategic value and of important reseurces.
Instructions:

a. Operational Preparations in the THAILAND-FRENCE' INDO-OHINA Areas
mst be completed as quickly as possible, especially on the east fromt.
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Oprauonl prtputhn mt be umotod by th end of Apﬂ
b. Mv enemy fomuhtoh attempts to land in the THAILAND-FRENCH INDO-
CHINA Areas will be annihilated at &

c. Necessary measures will be taken for lllostmmrntiu of uportut
materials to the Homeland,

. d, Air defense must be well organized in the areas of strategic value
and of important resources. .

e. The Air Force will intercept the advance of enemy air and sea bases

and will cut off the enemy supply route by staging surprise attacks on its rear

areas. :
The following duties were assigned to each Air Div. and

6th Air Div,

a. The ERin body of the 5th Alr Div. will centimue to sssist the Army
in BURMA and will also complete its operational preparations in the THAILAND-FEENCH}
INDO~CHINA Areas, especially on the east froent.

b. The Air Force will dispatch a part of its force to assist in any
operation in the FRENCH INDO-CHINA Area,

R — ?.Eh 1317, .:‘wn-.f g T W TR S T e e
W a. The 9th Air Div, will guard the oil fields at PALEMBANG and
PANGKALANG BRANDAN,

b. The divieion will also prepare for the counterattack scheduled in
the "SE* Operational Plan, (Amkondu e, 1.).
- 7¢h Adr Div, e 5

a. The 7th Air Div, will dmtercept the advance of enemy air and iu‘
bases, cut off the enemy supply route and stage surprise attacks on enemy air
and sea bases in the rear areas. -

b. The Air Div. will assist in Operation No. 10(withdrawal of our forces

_ from the areas mérth of SUSTRALIA, ' ;

e 2nd Air Div, '

a. The 2nd Air Div. will recomnoiter enemy air and sea bases in the areas
of LETTE and MANILA, N

b. The divibten will attack enemy transport ships in the SURIGAD STRAIT,

10th Indep. Air Brig,

a. The 10th Indep. Air Brig. will strengthen its airbase in thd weshern
part of _SORIIO.

B I,f_ a favorable opportunity arises, the Air Brig. will conduct surprise
attacks on enemy air and sea bases intercepting their advance. 2



556th Indep. Air Brig.
a. The 55th Indep. Air Brig, will continue with its present duties.
Yor further improvement of the efficiency of the air crew, iriortuu for
training and education must be given to skilled technicians.
¥ith the assignment of the 2nd Air Div. to the SOUTHERN Army, the eniire
SOUTHERN Sector with the emception of LUZON came under the command of phe
SOUTHERN Army, The remainder of the 2nd Air Div, (Main strength was e sed in
"SHO® - decisive operation on LEYTE - operation) was stationed the viecinity
of BAGOLOD, s '
The strength of 1:hg 7th Air Div. and the 10th Indep. Air Brig. have also
decreased considerably. Heavy material dosses were suffered by the 5th and the 9th
Air, Div. which are the main body of the sou!nn Army's Alr !'orc?-
: Because the supplies of airplanes from the HOMELAND were cut off
and the Air Forde was forced to ol;sratd with repaired old materiads and equipments,
it was unable to conduct uf:g*ln operations.
7 thh«gh ‘the opi;ﬁu mlg “the ltnf.f mk;- o:t th‘ Air l'oru v-“od.. e
the Air Force nevertheless drew lqa the aforementioned operation plan, based
on the SOUTHEEN Army's Plan.
Operational Instructions for Bach Area.
a. THAILAND-FEENCH INDO-CHINA Areas. ("IN® Operation).
1). 4t any indication of an enemy attack the main bedy of
the units (two fighter units one torpede .anit and main part of type 100 2 Fr "DINAH"
planes) under direct eonind. of the Air Forde, and one heavy bomber and one fighter
wit of the 9th Mr Div, will be assigned to the 5th Air Div, (According to this
plan, over 70% of the entire Air Force will assemble in the THALLAND-FRENCH INDO-
CHINA Area). . _L____\.h/f“
: 2). The air unit_.“will attack the enemy task force in close
cooperation with the la;d Air Force, ' :
b. The TENASSERIM, ANDAMAN snd SUMATRA Areas.
The "SE" Operational Plan will be adhered te in conducting oparatl‘ns
in the TENASSERIN, ANDAMAN and the SUMATRA Areas.
¢. BOENEO Area. ("BO" Operation).
1). A part of the Air Force will harass the enemy as long as

possidble preventing him from exploitation of the natural resources on BORNEQ,

; . : : 2
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2). A few of our planes, pileted by highly skilled officers
will conduct surprise attacks.

3). Approx. twenty fighters and approx. tem light bombers
will be assigned to:the 10th Indep. Air Brig.

Outline of Operational Progress. - ‘
a. Despite mesistance from the 5th Air Div, in conducting the
"BAN® Operation (IRRAWABDY gﬂ.ﬂlt), the enemy penétrated our defense line '
along IRRAWADDY RIVFR and captured MEIRTILA Airba, b in the middle of March. :
This enemy force advanced then towards the RANGUON Area, and reupturhg' RANGOON
Oi!‘! in carl;-pnrt of May despite the opposition of the 5th Air Div,
b. Attack on Enemy Afir and 'Bu Bases.
; 1). Excellent results were obtained by the heavy bombers
of the 7th Air Div, which attacked the enemy airbase on MOROTAI ls, in
Pebruary and March,
s . Heavy bombers (part of the 3lst Air Begt. which was. wi:-_ei_
- %0 ‘the 10th Indep, ‘u nm ) end reconnaissance pmm of the 10%h I.d.p. AMr

Lt

Brig. attacked the enemy air buu on PALAVAN Is. in late part of April and
inflicted considerable damage.

' €. Ho remarkable results were obtained by our Air Force which
counterattacked enemy B-29's attacking SINGAPOKE. The Air Force ntm‘cd the
air defense of the oil-refinery installations on BORNEO and MIRI and the air
defense of SAIGON CITY shot down approx. thirty heavy enemy planes.

d. Convoy Escort.
. 1). The Air Force ordered to escort convoys transportimg oil

to the HOMELAND escorted the transports from SINGAPORE, u“fu' north as the twentieth
latitude and also off the EASTERN Coast of FEENCH-INDO-OHINA. The Air Foroe
was released from this duty after March when our convey J-88 was completely annihi-
lated near the offing of CAM RANH. l

The outline of the Convoy Escort is shown in Appended Chart,Ne. 10,

Under the supervision of the SOUTHERN Army Hqs. further study
of the "IN" Operation was made at SAIGON.
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C. The Yatter Half of the Period (From May 1945 Until the End of the Var).
SOUFEERN Army's Plan: = °

The SOUTHERN Army's Plan based on deployment of the main body of its
strength in the THAILAND FRENCH INDO-@HINA Areas in coordimation with the OKINAWA
Operation was found to be unworkable becaunse of our failure in the amu'u Operation,
Tor this reason the Army drew up a new operational plan during the later half
of the period and assembling the Chiefs of Staffs at SAIGON in early part of May
assigned xtiss %o various wnits,

The Flan was to maintain points of strategical value, to ict as
much damage as possible ean enemy personnel instead of its equipment and to deploy
a strong defense force around the city of SINGAPOEE. .

The SOUTHERN Army drew up the following operational plan based on the
above principles and explained the main points of it to each divisional commander
(including commanders of Indep. Air Brigs.) who were assembled at SINGAPCEE,

The Operational Plan 6.:' the 3rd Air Force for the Latter Half of the
= Period. : , i ‘
e Plani . s , ; 2

The Air Force will concentrate on the decisive operation around SINGAPORE,
complete operational preparations on both th. m and WESTERN FRONTS of the
THAILAND FRENCH INDO-CHINA Areas and annihilate the enemy in cooperation with
the Navy,

Outline of the Operstional Instructions.

a. Opéga-tional prep.utioni mst be conpleted/ai both the RASTERN
and WEBTERN m'r.!s of SINGAPORE including mm MALAY, SUMATEA and the RIOUW
ARCHIPELAGO as quickly as possible.

The communication system and collection of bombs am the airﬁ;ldl.
especially on the secret airfields must be completed as quickly as possible.

The above preparations must be oolp'lotoq by the —ond of August.

b. Tor conducting a decisive operation around SINGAPORE, two fighter
units and ond}ight bomber unit from the THAILAND-FEENOE INDO-CHINA Ares and two '
Special Attack Units (approx. twenty Model 97 fighters to one unit) from JAVA
will be assembled in the MALAY Area. The 9th and the 55th Air Div, will alse
be assembled in this area. The operation will be conducted under direct command
of t; Afr Force, ?



c.. If the enemy should attack the PHAILAND FRENCE INDO-CHINA
Areas the afore mentioned "IN® Operational Plan will be applied with the only
change involving the reinforcement of strength by two fighter units from the
main body of the Air Forece.

_Blnd on the above mentioned plan, the "SHO" O\porntiolml Plan
was drawn up for the purpoli of uond-utiz_ag an decisive operation around SINGAPORE.

During the period while the main AMERICAN Forces were pushing to
the HOMELAND, ENGLAND and AUSTRALIA were gradually advancing from the east and
west toward SINGAPOEE, our largest fortress in the SOUNHERN PACIFIC OCEAN Area,

In early part of May, the enemy invaded TARAKAN, RABAN and MIRI
all of which fell into enemy hands in July. ‘

Although the Air Force advised the Southern Army that it would
be dest to employ the /ontiro strength of the Air Force in the operation areund
SINGAPORE, the Army d4d not agree considering that it was paramount te maintain
the defense of the mumm INDO-CHINA areas.

a. Although, prior to the outbresk of the OKINAWA Operation, the
ranking officers. of the Air Force of the Bom Army were in favoer of trans-
ferring the greater part of its air strength to the HOMELAND for the decisive
operation on q_kround JAPAN PROFER, this was not done, However, at the end of
the OKINAWA Opomuﬁn a large part of the air streng!_:h was transferred to the
FORMASA Area. A
- b. With the 80% of the air stremgth of the SOUTHERN Army being
transferred to the FORMOSA Area, the operational plan of the SOUTHERN Army was
altered so that the entire air strength ﬁlcft in th;: area would only concentrate
"fﬂl-5 the decisive operation around SINGAPORE, In early part of July,
the 56th Air Div. ceased training its air crews as the considerable strength
_ ©Of the 5th and the 106th Adr Tra\ining Brigades was deployed to the MALAY and
SUMATRA Areas.

Outline of the Operational Progress.

a, BURMA Area.

Rain-No notable activities.
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b. BORNEO Ares.

Aithough. few planes from the 10th Indep. Air Brig. attacked the
enemy which invaded PRRAKAN, RABAN and the MIED ISRANDS, the enemy succeeded in
middle of June to land on BALIKPAPAN. The Air Force ordered the 6lst Air Regt. (
(Torpedo Attack Unit) which was assigned to the 7th Air Div. to attack enemy ships.

The 6lst Air Regt. attacking enemy ships on 25 June in the area
east of BALIKPAPAN sank five ships (including cruisers) and damaged three.

» ¢, 'MALAY Area.

Because an snemy convoy was sighted off PHUEET in the latter part
of July, the Air Force assigned the necessary air strength to the 56th Air Div,
for the purpose of econducting an attack on this convoy.

On 25 July, our Special Attack ;p:l.hﬁ sank two enemy ships.

d. Convoy Escorts.

The A-ir Force was assisting in transferring our persomnel from
ANDAMAN IS}, in transporting war materials between FEENCH INDO-CHINA and SINGAPORE

" end i Vithdraviig our ores From iHE dea HortR oF MISTHALILIA: ~Diring this perted

the air force sank several enemy submarinme.
e,  Transfer of the Air YBtrength, <

1). As was mentiened before, from the latter part of June
for g period of approx. one month the main body (fighters and light and heavy
bombers) of the Air Force was transferred to FORMOSA. The 55th Air Div, was in
charge of the 4ntire tramsfer operation.

(Refer to insert Chart No. 2).

2). Approx. 900 technicians of the 55th Air Div. were sent

7

to the BOMELAND, -
D. Sorganisation and Movement of the Air Units, from Feb, 1945 te the End
of War,
1. Transfer of Units from the PHILIFPINE Area,
on March 1945, the following units were transferred from the PHILIPPINE
ISLANDS to the following areas as reinforcements.
a. The 13th Air Brig.
- The Air Brigade Hqe. Ve
The 30th Fighter Unit (Model 1 fighter) -
The 3lst Pighter Unit (Medel 1 fighter).,



NS "

SN ss e SRR v f v TR L |

Each ﬂ.ghtor_Unit had several planes and an air crew of apyéx.
20 mem, The Air Force assigned the two units to the 5th Air Div., However,
because the reinforcement of planes to oversea air units were ceased, thnt
two units were in May ordered to return to the PHILIFPINES.

3 b. The 204th Fighter Unit

This unit was reassigned to the 2nd Air Div, in May 1945.

¢. The 15th Air Unit (Reconnaissance Flane).
2. Transfer of Air Units to FORMOSA.
The following units were transferred to FORMOSA in June 1945,

a. 'Il'ron the 5th Air Div,

The 25th Independent Air Brig.

The 13th Air Unit (fighters).

The 5Oth Air Unit (fighters).

!ho\ 204th Air Unit (fighters).

The 8th Air Unit (mgh{ bembers).

b. Trom the 7th Mr D1y,

The 12th Air Unit. (Hemvy bombers).

c. From the 9th Atr Dyv.

‘The 26th Air Unip (fighter).

The 21st Air Unit (fighter).

The 71st Indep. Alr Squadron (ﬂchtor).

d. Trom a Unit under Direct OO—M nf ‘the Air Force,

The 6lst Air Unit (Torpedo Attack Planes).

E, Operational Premn.
(From June to the end or lopton'bgr 1944).
1. futline of Operational Progress. _

a. Because of the rainy season in the BURMA Area, operations were
temporarily suspended and the madn body of the air uhits in this area was transferred
to *.ry area for the purpose of recovering its fighting strength and check of planes.

As a llrgo number of our anﬁ air men were either killed or wounded,
unskilled men were sent to replace this loss, !hn nev replacements were trained '
and instructed, especially in team air fighting.

In preparation for future operation, the fighters were loaded with
explosives, 1ight bombers were fitted with sdditionsl oil tanks and various types

: _ ' 8
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of planes wire seuiapel Witk fleh sutiaiucn |
The Model 1 type three fighter developed from a Model 1 type two fighter
" and the Model four fighter developed m; a model 1 fighter were produced. However,.
due to the shortage of planes the pilots, were not given sufficient time in which
to properly train themselves to fly these new ylnu.
b. In the SUMATRA Area, the mw attacked in the httor part of
‘u*nr oil refinery installation at PANGKALANG BRANDAN, and unie slight
damages.
A group of enemy B-29's a jjacked the oil refineries a$ PALEMBANG on
the night of 10 Aug. and inflicted damages which required spprox, three weeks
to repair. G ’
The enemy dropred magnetic mimes in the MUSI RIVER anf important
waterway for our o4l transports. Because of the iuk of minesweepers this river

was closed for traffic for several months.
In August m& September, the enemy attacked CAR NICOBAR BSLAND. Orders
to commence oponuon "SE" No. 2 was upol (ro!br to Appendix Ne. 1),
- Immediately after our air ltmﬂh assembled in the NORTHERN SUMATRA
Area in August, the enemy fleet in the adjacent area retreated,
In September, the nine fighters, which were flying to CAR NICOBAR
Is. under the com of 1lst Lt. ABE, encountered enemy planes uﬂln c;;y fleet

Just prior to the arrival on the island,

_ The fighters shot down several enemy planes and sank two enemy
ships and crippled several others,
In order to check the activities of enemy reconnaissance planes,
from three to teur ﬁ.ghtou were nlw- hpt on CAR NICOBAR ISLAND, .
¢, The air units sscorted oil tnnkort htmn SINGAPORE and PALAVAN, |
liners running along the NORTHERN COAST of BORNEO to the HOMELAND and transports
carrying cement, in the area between BATANG and DJAKARTA,
' The Atr Torce ordered the 9th Air Div, to recenfotter the INDIAN :
OCEAN within a radius of 600 kilometers from SABANG on NORTHERN SUMATRA and MANA
on SOUTHERN SHEMATRA. ~
d, The air bdases in NORTHERN FRENCH INDO-CHINA n&!mn.m were
ordered to complete their operational preparations as quickly as poum’ for

it was learned that two enexmy airborme Divs. had landed in the area southeast of YUNNAN

. - _. g
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e. The 106th Air !nm.ng Brig. and the lst h:unry Air Units were
ordered to train a new air crew. Because the operational situation in the
vicinity of the PHILIPPINES became quite serious in September, the 107th and the
108th Air Training Brig. of the SOUTHERN Army were transferred to the PEILIPPINES,

£, Three fighter unite and one Indep. Air Squad, of the SOUTHERN
Army were assigned to.the 4th Air Force to assist in the operation on HALMARERA
and in the PHILIPINES,
2. General Condition of Our Air Strength.

a. The 5th .M:r Div,

Three Fighter Units at one time were alternately stationed in ‘
BUEMA, THAILAND and the SOUTHERN I'B_llﬂl INDO-CHINA Area for the purpose of train-

i.ng and gaining actual fighting experience. {
J Ono redonnaissance and one light bomber units were also stationed
in this area. Each fighter unit had an effective strength of fifteen to sixteen
tighters.

R B The 9th Air Div,

The 9th Air Div, kept four fighter units, one Indep. Air Squad,

and one Air Reconnaissance Squad., in and around PALEMBANG for the mainm purpose of
protecting the PALEMBANG 0il Refinery Installation,

1n early part of August, there were approx, 110 plnu in actual
service n the PALEMBANG Area.
. The division has deployed, one fighter unit at TANDJOENPURA for
the main puppose of guarding the oil refineries at mumo BRANDAN. One heavy
bomber -qmd was separately stationed at ngnn and ll!A to patrol the INDIANW
OCEAN vitﬁhtn a range of 600 kilometers from these two. poimts, :

One fighter training’sub-unit, under the direct command of the
_Air Force, was stationed at LAHAT, This unit could be employed in the air defense
of PALEMBANG 1if such necessity should arise. . |

In addition, the 9th Air Div, deployed four anti-aireraft gun
regiment (total over 120 guns) and one pom-pom gun unit (approx. 70 guns) at -
PALEMBANG and one anti-aircraft gun regiment (approx. 30 guns) and one pom-pom
gun unit (nppro.';. 20 guns) at BANDAN,

e. The 106th Air Training Brig.

The 106th Brig. had four fighter sub-units at BANDOENG, CHERIBON,



BOGOR and FRIGI and hme heavy bomber sub-unit at EALIDJTATI. : '

d. The 109th Air Training Brig. ' "

The 109th Brig. organized two fighter sub-units ome at ALOR STAR,
KUALA LUMPUR and & third sub-unit at SAIGON. The brigade also organised two
Reconnaissance Sub-Units at TAIPING and one gt KUALA (SUMATRA).

. The lst Auxiliary Air Units. : _

The lst Auxiliary Air Unit deployed one fighter unit at AH,
one reconnaissance nb:unit at KAJANG, one heavy bomber sub-unit at IPOH and one-

o

heavy bomber lub-unit_pt KLUANG, .

f. The Air Unit Under Direct Command of the Air Force.

“ne Heavy Bomber Unit was positioned separately at MEDANG and SEMBA-
RANG, One Reconnaissance Unit was based on BORNEO. .

One Air Transport Unit was organino: and stationed at PAKAN BHARU (7.N.)

The Air Unit (approx. twenty heavy cargo planes) attached to the
Air Force Hqs. was statiomed at m.m}fu above mentioned planes totalled n;prox.
1300 1n all. < e e

3. Employment of the Training and Auxiliary Units in the Operation.

The following operational plan was drawn mp for employment of the
Training and Auxiliary Units because-as was mentioned before-the strength of our
operation mnits was insufficient and also because the m.*-ay of the 9th Air Div,
being assigned to the sole duty of guarding PALEMBANG could not be tm-forr;d
to other areas without the approval of Imp. Gen, Hgs. and because in additions
the air units under direct ooﬁtnd of the Air Force were exclusively employed as
c;onny escorts.

The Outline of the Plan? :

‘nfediately after the following order is received, the units will stop
training and will complete their operational preparation.

a, "KIKUKIKU® No, 1.

All training units will stop training and will complete their
operational preparations within twelve hours, When orhz‘mm' No, 2 is
recieved the units will complete their preparations within twenty four hours,

b. "EAVA EAVA" Fo, 1,

Training units on JAVA will stop training and complete operational

-

preparation within twelve hours.



When order "KAWA KAVWA" No, 2 is received the units will cui:loio
their preparations u?m twventy-four hours, .

c. SHIMA SHIMA No. 1.

Training Units on MALAY will stop traning and will complete their
operational preparations within twelve h.our-n. A

When orl;r 'IHII,QEU& Ho. 2 is received the units will complete
preparations withinl twenty four hours. £%

!.T" Operational Progress. : -
(Prom October 1944 to the End of Fedruary 1845.)
1. Outline of Operational Progress.
. a. Because our land forces in the BURMA Area was unable to continue
the operation as was planned, the situation in this area has become quite nﬂoul.

Despite the efforts of the 5th Air Div, fighting strength of the
land forces could not be restored. During the days toward the end of 1944 Groups
of enemy bombers began the systematic raids. 7 = :

3. Deouass ibe siteatien ia the PEILIPPINS irea fecams very
serfious, the areas adjacent to the PHILIFPINE Area, FRENCH INDO-CHINA and BORNEO
had to be strengthened.

Orders to commence the"SHO" Operatien, (decisive operation on the

PHILIPPINE ISLAND) was issued in the latter part of October, and three fighter
units and one iddependent air squadron under the command of the Air Force were
transferred to the PHILIFPINE Area.

,»‘L‘ early part of November, the 2lst Air Unit which had been the only
night air defense unit at PALEMBANG was transferred to— the CELERES Lun\for the
purpose of attacking the oﬁow on MOROTAI ISLAND, . .

The Air Foroce deciding at this time to conduct special attacks by
the entire operation and training planes made p:at.ottortl to improve and convert
planes for special attacks.

c. Since the situation in the PHILIPPINE became extremely serious,
it became necessary to nlﬁom the air strength in the FRENEH w and the
THAILAND Area. The main base of the 5th Air Div. was moved to the sector around
PHNOM-FENH and KRAKOR .and air bases were constructed along the MEKONG RIVER in the -
PAKSE Area (east fromt). Along.the west front temperary air bases were constructed
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at OUDON, UDON, DOMANG (T¥.1), LOP BURI and NAKHONSAWAN,

Dupi.to.thn lack of transpert facilities our strength was deployed
in the ENAILAND-FRENCH INDO-CHINA Area, TAUDY and PHET BURI,which until recently
had been points of major importance,were abandoned. :

. 4, Although the Army had repeatedly stressed t& importance of
maintaining the east froat, the 5th Air Div. ignoring these warning concentrated
its efforts on the west front, Because after tho'l!.l. Task Force condusted air-

raids on'and in the area of SAIGON at the beginning of 1945. the en air wnits

had been intensifying their activities and have been ohnkhg the movement of

transports running between the Homeland and the SOUTHERN Area in the sector east
of FRENCH INDO-CHINA, the 5th Sir Div., realising the surmounting danger along the
east front, trnn'-t\nrroa the main body of its strength te the FRENCH m:o-cnn
Sector and established its Hq. at PHNOM-PENH, :

2 ; e, MALAY, JAVA and the Mirou. \

The enemy air force gntn:l.ly intensified its attack on the MALXY,

: .nu and the SUMATRA Aru. which so far had been comntinly safe from air nttackl.

“After 1-39'- reconnoitered smmn. t‘h- onuy attukcd. m
SELETAR in early part of lonlbor. By the ba;inning of 1945, groups of 3-—39;
had attacked this position several times.

The activities of the BRITISH Task Force have been quite noticeable in the
INDIAN OCEAN Area. The BRITISH Task Force attacked §ERESSA and CARNICOBAR IS.
in the latter part of October. :

The oil refineries at PAHGK.ALANG BRANDAN in late December and h early Jamuary,
and tifice nttl.akod the oil roﬁury at PALEMBANG in the latter part of Jamuary
inflicting heavy material losses on all these areas. During this peried, from ene
to seven BRITISH planes have daily recennoitered (occasionally bombed) the
eastern sector of JAVA,

f. The BORNEO Area.
In Aug. 1944, the 4th Air Force took command of the operation in

.
‘the arha east of the Mse running nerth to seuth through NORTEERN BORNEO and MIEI,

Jurisdiction over the entire area of NORTH BORNEO was given to the 4th Air Force
in Sept. 1944. However, in Decemisr, this sector was reassigned to the 3rd Air
Force. Also in December, the 10th Indsp. Adr Brig. was placed under the command
of the 3rd Air Force. Because the 3rd Air Force was in charge of operations on

two fronts (east end west) it was feared that the stremgth on the east froamt I3



which was too. large would not be sufficient for conducting effective operation.

In order to complete operational prcpnrgtiou on the east front as
quickly as possidle the Air Force tried to develops the fighting strength of
the 10th Indep. Air Brig., to complete the air bases and to establish the communi-
cation system. However, because these efforts failed to materialize because of
the shortage of ships, labor and material in this area, attempts to complete the
operational prepprations on the east front were given up. :

*t was later decided that the vicinity of APORE should be
strengthened and that a key position be established at KUCHING located in WESTERN
BORKEO. o

2. Amendment to the "SE' Operationsl Plan, (Explained in Appendix ¥o. 1.

Admendment were made for the following reasons.

Several fighter units of the 3rd Air Force were transferred to the
PHILIFPINE Area, _\—ﬁ |

The strategical value of the SOUTHWESTERN COAST of BUEMA had decreased
because of the lltnation in the IDIL—BM Arou.

Naval Air Strength in the SOUTEERN Area was transferred %o the QNEL .
Exparience from past oporationl necessitated drawing of a new rﬂ
The following is an outline of the amendment.

a. The amendment was made because of the decrease in the air
strength,

x b. Because of the losses in the Naval air stremgth, the Army Air
force which had until llllll..'r been attacking enemy transports will hereafter
concentrate its attack on enemy task forces especially on aﬁm carriers.

. G. The Air Force vill attempt to asssult and annihilate the enemy
in one attack, preserving its own fighting strength as much ul-pouibh. :
d. The limitation of utivﬂ_:iu of the fighter unit in charge of
the air defense of PALEMBANG was lifted by the order from Imp, Gen. Hgs. and
the 9th Air Div, Cmdr. will be now free to employ this fighter unit im other areas
if an urgent situation arises. b '
3. Organization and Movement or?lnita.
a. !r*‘.for of the 107th and the 108th Air Training Brigs.
1). In middle of September, the 107th and the 108th Air

Training Bri;n. were transferred fron the PHILIPPINE Area (4th Air Force) to the

- '!Lf
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area under the command of the .Srd‘.lir ?u;-co. In early part of October both
brigades were ;fﬁcmly assigned to this Air Force.
; The Air Force deployed the 107th Air Training nu;. to_the
THATLAND-FRENCH INDO-GHINA Avea and the 108th Ar Training Brig. to SUMATRA.
2). Deployment of the 107th Air Training Brig.

(a). Organization and Deployment.

The Hgs. of the 107th Air Training Brig. was established
at PHNOM PENE., > ‘

The second aiy training unit (twin engine, senior slass
training planes) was positioned at PINE and the third atr ik iy

(Army Reconnaissance plane) at TAIPING, C

The 12th Air Training Unit (uo;ial 1 senior class training
planes). : .

The 7th Advance Air Traiming Unit (Model 3 n;im--).
was deployed to TAVOY. .

: (lotc: The 8th Advance Air Training Unit (poai'tioned L
at SAIGON) was placed under tho command’ uf the 10‘?1'.11 Air Trafning Brig.). 5
Becmo the ships on which a part of the 107th Air Training Brig. (mainly composed
of a ground crew) was being transported from the PHILIPPINE Arvea, was sunk, the
Brigado suffered greatly in ground service, which was brought up to the normal
strength only after lapse of four months,

* \p). With the changes in the situation, the THAILAND-
FRENCH INDO-CHINA Area bedame the main eporntionll area of the 5th Air Div, The
d)ployunt of the 107th Air Training Brig. to this area hindered the activities
of the th Air Div,, and eventually the units of this u-um were transferred
in November to the following locstions in MALAY, 7
Hqe.- IPOH
Second Air Training Unit - KEOHIL (7.N.1)
Third Air Training Unit - TAIPING.
- 12th Adr Training Enit - ALOR STAR,
The §7th Advance Air Training Uait (Nodel 3 fighter) was
advanced to P&LIIMIG ﬁ& g of strengthening the air defense there.



This unit was placed under the command -g_t the 9th Air I'Ji.v. Cmdr, and was named
the "EIEN® fighter unit, v o

3). Organization and Deployment of the 108th Air Training
Brig.

The 3lst Training Unit (Model 1 Senier Class Training Plane)
NORTHERN SUMATRA.

The 32nd Air Training Unit (Nodel 1 senior class training

plane) - NORTHERN SUMATEA. '

The 43rd Air Training Unit (Iodnl 1 Senior class train

plane) - NORTHERN SUMATRA,

The 15th Air Training Unit (Model 100 2 ER *DINAE") - NORTHERN

(Note: The 15th Air Training Unit composed of several ruﬁior-
was orgmlm by the 3rd Air Force.

A'Lu-t the ontira stroncth of thn loath Air Training Brig. was
mi.huatod. by the enemy while 'Ining transferred te the NORTHERN SUMATEA (KWALL).
" When the mnku strength of the us.pu was assembled in NORTHERN SUMATRA (KUALA)
it was found impossible te recover its full strength and on 31 Dec. 1944, it
was reassigned to its original station.

: b. Transfer of Units to the PHILIPPINE Area.

In late p-rt of October an order to commence the SHD Opsmation
(PEILIPPINE Decisive Operation) was issued. The following xhite of the Sk Alz
Force were transferred to the PHILIPPINE Area (refer to hnrt;d Oha.rt No. 3.)

1). Arom the 5th Air Div, -

The 204th Air Regt. (approx. 25 Model 1 fighters). .

2). From the 9th Air Div,

The 26th Air Unit (20 Model 1 fighters).

The 33rd Air Unit (23 Model 1 fighters).

The 24th Indep. A4r Squad. (12 Model 1 fighters).

e. Transfer of Air Units from the PHILIFPINE Area.

1). In middle December (1) the 24th Indep. Air Squid. was re-
assigned to the 9th Air Div, and was stationed at BAJO (T.N.) Airfield,

2). In late Decenber (1) the 26th Air Unit (several n.nu)
and the zsu Air Unit (four ph.nol were reassigned to the 9th Air Div,

~
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However, owing to certain circumstances, thne units were stationed on nu.ure
Airfield at SINGAPORE and placed uander direct command of the 3rd Air Force.

d. Organisation of the 55th Air Div,

The Hqs. of the 55th Air Div, was formed at the end of 1944
and entered in the 3rd Air Forces u;\hr of battle on 1 Jan, 1945,

The 106th, 107th and the 109th Air Training Brigs. were placed under
the command of the E5th Air Div,

The 55th Div, Hgs, was established on SINGAPORE I -

e. The 2nd and the 7th Air Div.s,

The 7th Air Div. was placed under the direct command of the 3rd Air
Force at 0000 of 1 Jan, 1945, at the same time as operational Ill‘lﬂlouonl.
were issued to the 2nd Air Div, - 7

1). The 7th Air D!I.v.: was stationed on mﬂ and its Hgs,

was located at MAKASSAR, its organization and the strength being as followe’

The 70th Indep. Air Sqd, (effective strength - three
; l The 73rd Indep. Alr 8@. (effective strength - Six Army
Reconnaissance planes).

. The 12th Air Unit (effective strength:

Five type 97 heavy bombers);

The 3rd Air Force ordered the 7th Aﬁ Div, to retreat
to JAVA for recovery of its ﬁghti'ng strength and to take the charge of the
operation in the area of JATA and east of SOUTHERN BORNEO, The opornti&m‘
activities of the 106th Air Training Brig, ‘were directed by the 7th Air Div,

! ’ The following is an outline of the deployment of the 7th
Air Div, on JAVA, :

Hgs., - MALANG, —~

70th Indep. 4ir Sqd, - MALANG

73rd Indep, Air Sqd, - KLATEN. P

12th Air Unit - EALIDJATI. 2 % e

The following are the duties of the 7th Air Div,

a). To carry out air operations in the areas of
JAVA and east of BOUTHERN BORNEO,

b). To assist the 16th Army in the defense of JAVA,
(o] . :

-
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8). " To escort convoys.

4. %o carry out.operations at anytime &f ordered by
the 3rd Air Force. -
8). Duties of thdgnd Air Div,

Because the communication between the 3rd Air Force and
_’tho PHILIFPINE ISLANDS had been almost completely out off, no detailed information
about the 2nd Air Div,, which was deployed in the SOUTHERN Sector of the PHILI-
PPINE ISLANDS, had been received, ®

f. Organisation and Movements of Other ﬁg}ts.
1). In November 1944, the 25th Air Brig. Hqs. arrived from
the HOMELAND and was assigned to the 5th Air Div, (The 25th Air Brig. was at
first stationed at HANOI for the purpose of strengthening the area of NORTHERN
FRENCH INDO-CEINA, and was later transferred to SAIGON, as an Indep, Air Brig.
assigned duty of carrying out the operations in the vicinity of SAIGON).
2). Transfer of the 2lst Air Unit.
_In later part of Hovember , 38 planes of the 2lst Air Umit - -
(Model 2, two seater fighter; the only night fighter unit in PALEMBANG) ul.mooﬁ-
to CELEBES And was placed under the command of the 7th Air Div, for the purpose of
attacking the enemy hase on MOROTAI ISLAND. '
The 21st Air Unit made several night attacks on MOROTAI ISLAND
and obtained considerable results., On 22 Jan, 1945, the 2lst Air Unit returned
to PALEMBANG and was reassigned to the 9th Air Div. :
3). In early part of December, the 58th Air Unit was placed
under the direqt command of the 3rd Air Force (part of the umit was stationed
at SIiGAPDBl and the mainbody at MEDANG) in preparation against enemy attacks
on the east and weet fronts and for the pnrpouL of escorting convoys in the
adjacent areas. During this period, a light bomber unit of the let Auxiliary
Air Unit was assigned to thel 9th 11;' Div.
_ 4). The Blet Air Unit (apprex. 20 Model 4 heavy bombers)
vhich arrived from the HOMELAND in middle December was postticacd eu ORI T
Airfield at SINGAPORE.
5). The 13th Air Unit (approz. 10 Model 1 fighters) was trans-

ferred from the II-IPPIII Area to SINGAPORE to mr its fighting strength.
A
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Afger a brief stay at SINGABORE, the unit was assigned to the S5th Air Div, to

serve as convoy escorts. (This unit was positioned at PHNOM PENH and KOMPONG THOM).
6). In Jamuary 1945, the 109th Air Unit (approx, 10 Model 100

Iransport Planes) was transferred from PAKAMBAR t; SAIGON and placed unde.r the

direct commapd of the 3rd Air Force, ‘

4, Outline of Operations in Various Areas.

a. The 5th Air Div,
g 1/. The Stremgth of the 5th Air Div, in October. s

- As was mentioned before, the Air Force assembled all available
personnel and material in an attempt to recover its ﬁ@hﬂﬂ strength by taking
advantage of the lull during the rainy seasan. :

: However, because of the loss of its skilled air creysemt to
the HOMELAND and due to the lack of material expmoially planes and because the
confusion caused by the convefsion of i:hnu. (Model 4 fighters and Model 100
type 3 Reconnaissance plane from Model 100 "ER “DINAH"). ‘vhich n;couitntod train-
“~ing of Pilots Tor these Hewly e&urtorﬁlm- thaoxtcntgg"recoveq ?nl‘f-i-";;"”f
‘J-'hprt of the expectation and while, lpruofora.‘ a ﬁl.gl}lhr. unit was comphsed ‘
of 43 planes, this number was now down to approx. 20 planes in each unit,
- Effective Strength of BEach Unit was as follows:
The 8th Air Unit (Model 99 1ight bomders).
12 - 13 planes.
The 50th Air Unit (Model 4 fighter).
Approx. 20 planes (included Model 1 fighters).sum
The 64th”Air Unit (Model 1 fighter).
Ai:prox._ 20 planes. 2
The 204th Air Unit (Model 1 fighter).
_Approx, 20 planes.
The 8lst Air Unit (Model 100 ZER "DINAE").
Approx. 10 planes.
2). Assisting the BURMA Area Army.
With the passing of the monsoon season in this area, the
madn body of the 5th Air Div, assisted the land force in the BURMA Area by conducting
reconnaissance, air attacks, tranapor\t t’ion of ammnition and provisions ete.

Nevertheless, our losses wers far greater than the enemys.

— _ 19
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: 3); Attacks on hight Bnemy Coast Defense Ships in the Area
Along the SOUTHWESTERN COAST of BURMA. :
Since the passing ;f the monsoon season, a BRITISH Coast Defemse
Tleet have been quite active along the SOUTHWESTERN COAST 6f BURMA,
The situation of our land force inm BURMA became quite serious
for the BRITISH n-ut began landing small groups of men along the coast
diverting the attention of our forces from the main points of itg operatiom by
occasionally firing on the flanks and rear of our forces. _
fhe 6th Air Div, made surprise attacks on the BRITISH Tleet
wvhenever a favorable opportunity arose. :
4). Counterattacks and Attacks on Bnemy Air Bases.
Since it became impossible to attack the enemy air bases
on a large scale, the 5th Air Div, began conducting a small scale attack of their
own on enemy air bases during the period in which our land force needed no special
assistance, .
- Since the reinforcentis of planes ceased coming from the m—
LAND the air strength was preserved én the fbnovinc way. Counterattacks were
‘not carried out, unless satisfactory results were assured and the planes wore
dispersed and sheltered. A large number of PON-POM Guns and machine guns (taken
from planes) were set up around the airfield to counterattack the low flying enemy
planes. With these two weapons at our disposal an average of 30 enemy planes o/
were shot down monthly.
6). The Air Defense at Points of Strategic Value and Convey
Bscorts. -
Since enemy activities in the east front m.inortuod consider-
ably, the 5th Air Div. which had up until now stressed its efforts on the air :
defense of the RANGOON Area shifted the point of importance to the SAIGON Area.
The Air Force ordered the Cmdr, of the 5th Air Div, to take
charge of the 8th Advance Training Unit (over 10 Model 4 and Model 1 fighters)
at SAIGON. This unit was responsible for the air defense of SAIGON and :Eor the
ox;ortug of wonvoys in the area around CAP ST. JACQUES. :
A U,8, Task Force attacked the air bases at SAIGON in January
11945, Constant air patrols by an enemy Air Base Unit necessitated escorting the

transports in the area along the EASTERN COAST of FRENCH INDO-GHINA,
; : g



The main bodv of the Sth Air Div. was transferred to the PENON
PENH Area and the 50th Air Unit was positioned at SAIGON for the purpose of
escorting convoys in the area of CAP ST, JACQUES and the EASTERN COAST of FRENCE
INDO-CHINA and for the air defense of SAIGON.

-

b. The 9th Anir Div, ¢

1). The "SE® Operation and the Defense of the 01l Fields

in B?ﬂﬂ.l.
a). When an enemy task force att OAR NICOBAR and

g

TERESSA ls., f'ho Air Force issued an order to commence "SE® Operation and the comm-
ander of the 9th 4ir Div, advanced to MEDANG, .

. The fighter unit (lead by ABE) of the lst Auxiliary Air
Unit attacked an enemy task foroce off CAR NICOBAR Is, and sank two and crippled
owhi.p. Baside this from four to five enemy planes were shot down.

The following strength participated in this attack!

; ‘ The 58th Air Unit - 12 heavy _m&rl.
e Tuznmiﬁy"'ﬂ' T
L Pighter Unit - nine planes J

Reconnaissance Unit - ‘f.m planes
x.uﬁt Bomber Unit - Six planes
Heavy Bomber Uni ¢t - Six planes

The 17th Indep. Air Sqd, - 12 fighters.

The 74th Indep. Air 8qd, - four reconnaissance planes.

The 33rd Air Unit - 21 fighters.

& * TOTAL - 74 planes. +

b). From 30 to 48 enemy carrier borne plames attacked
the oil refinery installation at PANGKALANG BRANDAN and installations and ’qnlp-
ments at BERAWAN HARBOR. :

A$ the same time as the air force issued the order to
commence "SE" Operation, the Omdr, of the 9th Air Div, ordered an immediate
counterattck on the above enemy planes,

Because of darkness, the gssault unit vhi.oﬁ took off to
attack the enemy task force sighted in the area west of SUMATRA by the reconnaissanct
Plates earlier in the day, was wnable to locate the ememy,

o). The Air Defense Unit at PANGKALANG BRANDAN shot down

2/



four and crippled over 10 ot B an e e b s i e
0il refinery installation at PANGKALANG BRANDAN,
Hardly any u*.u were obtained in tlu'ﬂ‘l‘ Operation.
The Air Strehgth which participated in the "SE" Operation
were as follows:
The 58th Air Unit - 10 heavy bombers.
The lst Auxiliary Air Unit.

The Ren, Plane Unit O thr 8. Y

The 1ight Bomber Unit - Six Planes

The 71st Indep. Air Sqd. - 12 planes.

The 74th Indep. 4ir Sqd. - four type 100 SER "nxm"_.

TOTAL - 39 phul.r
). On 24 and 29 January approx. 100 ememy carrier
borne planes attacked and inflicted considerable damage on the oil refimery in-
stallation at PALEMBANG (Refer to Aprnatx Yo. 2). Bomarkable results were
___obtained in the counterattack on,tha,sbave.mentionsd smemr zlince-ip-Ye-SEVANG
air and ground strength of our Sth Air Div,
" 0. Situstion in the MALAY Area (The 55th Air Div.),

Un$il the first large scale attack by B-29's on SINGAPORE in early
part of November the enemy had frequently reeonnéitered the MALAY Area especially
SINGAPORE. ZThere have been several large scale enemy attacks since the above
mentioned attack on SINGAPORE,

In preparation against enemy attacks on - SI.IGAPORI 2He Air Force took
command of tb,o lst Auxiliary Air Units (effective strength approximately 10 planes)
and the 17th Advance Air Trang. Units (effective strength approximately 10 fighters).
In cooperation with the Naval Air Units (five to ten fighters) the n'on mentioned
units counterattacked enemy i—_ao!-. without achieving, however, any substantial
results. For the purpose of interecepting B-29's flying to and from SINGAPORE,
several type 2 fighters were assigned te the air training unit in th-‘l.lll! Lron.

D. Situation in the JAVA Area (The 106th Ind. Air Training Brig.)

1. Since considerable damage was received from an enemy task force
which attacked MALANG Airfield in May 1944(?), the air force concentrated its
efforts on the dispersing and -bltoruf tﬁ planes and on the employment of

anti-aircraft weapons against enemy planes.

e
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2. Some of our planes from an air base in the Eastern JAVS Area daily
conducted attadks and carried out patrols. Znemy recomraissance planes occa-

&
al <
siongkly appeared in the central JAVA Area.

3. Because of the shortage of operational strength the Air Force was
unable to keep a nﬁu operational unit in the JAVA Area, ‘

The Air Force assigned several fighter (No. 1 type fighters) to the
26th Air Trng. Unit at MALANG for the purpose of i.ntiruptlng enenmy planes.

The 106th Indep. Air Trag. Brig. temporarily training,
whenever there were indications of an enemy attack,

7.  Situation in the BORNEO Area (the 10th Indep. Air Brig.).
1. As the defense of BORHEO had been assigned to the 4th
Air Force from August to December the 3rd Air Force had no detailed information on
the situation and operational preparations in this area h.rh; this period. It
was found however when the defense of NORTHERN BORNEO was reassigned to the 3rd
Alr Yorce, that the operational preparations were far from being completed.
Therefore the Air Force started te: (1) set up a commnication system in this
area; (2) collect necessasy amcuat of amminition ead Pusl; (3] Folatorce the aly
strength and (4) improve tl;o facilities for repairing damaged plm;.

‘However, the ibonmti,oud operational preparations could not be car-
ried 'ou.t effectively because of poor transportation facilities in this area, lack
of lecslggaterial and industrial instellatiens, and the insufficient musber of
reinforcement planes from the Homeland. :

A11 supplies, materials and planes (approx. 10 type 2 twin seater
fighters) from the Homeland were assigned to the 10th Indep. Air Brig. to
ltr;uthn the u";ouu in the NORTHERN BORNEO Area.
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2. The Hq. of the 10th Indep, Air Brig., which was at first stationmed
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at JESSELTON, and the 83rd Air Unit were transferred to the WESTERN BORNEO Area.

The transfers were still taking place at the time of tlu.urrndlr be-
cause of delays caused by poor sea transportation facilities in this area. |

3. Outline of the Operation of the 10th Indep. Air Brig.

The 10th Indep. Air Brig. assigned for the duty of escorting transports
to the sector along BORNEQ were attached to the 83rd Air Unit (part of
Army recon. planes, model 2 twin seater fighters and direct cooperation air

strength; total over 10 planes).
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G. Other m::;n\t\hnl Movements. o

Vhenever convoys sailed from MALAY to TEAILAND-FRENOH INDO-GHINA, from
l.ﬂ%to SUMATRA or from MALAY to JAVA and in other areas, the Air Force ordered
ts subordizate units (namely the 9th Alr Div.)and the let Auxiliary Air Uaite) to
escort the conveys in their respective areas.

& K. Outline of the Operationsl Progress between March 1945 to the End of War.

1. The 5th Air Div,

a. With"the 'd.onlo*ut of the land operation in the BUEMA Area,
the BURMA Sector Army requested the SOUTHERN Army to guun the ts.rc wm unit
of the Air Force in the: BURMA Avea to its command, The SOUTHERN Arly assigned twp
airfield battalions and two to three airfield companies to the BURMA Sector Army
but refused gll other requasts, for the SOUTHERN Army wes well avare of the fact
that without the Air Torce in the BUEMA Area it would be impessible to defend the
whole east froat 1n this theatre. t

b. . !hn enemy land forces which were composed mainly of mechanised
brigades ull vhtoh upmﬂ MEIKTILA in late part of Yebruary has been steadily

j.tmiu nnthnrd uJ.ou the road running from PYINMANA ‘through !om te NNOO“. -

‘An ‘ez force eccupied the city of RANGOON on 3 May.

The Stk Air Jiv, frequently attacked the above mentioned enemy land
forces (composed mostly of Mechanized Brigades) and obtaimed good results. Howe
ever, our force was unable to influence the outcome of the operation im the BURMA
‘Area because of insufficlent strength, -

c. The léin body of our fighter wnits uu employed in escorting
of oil tankers to the HOMELAND, U.S, Planes from the air bases in the PHILIPPINES
frequently interferred with the activities of our oil tankers., After convey ;
J-88 was annihilated off BAIE IE CAMBANE in later part of March, Imp. Gen, Hgs.
stopped the transportation of oil to the HOMELAND,

3. The 9th Mir Div,

a. Enemy "MOSQUITO" fighters have often appeared over the SINGAPORE
Area since March (1). From the observation of théir return reute it m_‘i_}utintod
that the "MOSQUITO" fighter base was located on COCO Is, The aerial photegraph
taken of COCO Is, by cur heavy bembers revealed a newly comstructed airfield there,

b, Owing to the wide dispersal of oil refinery equipment and because
the oil was no longer being sent to the HOMELAND, the value of the PALEMBANG
011 Refinery Installation dropped considerably and the Imp, Gen. Hqe. permitted the
oiplqunt of fighter planes at PALEMBANG for other purposes in other areas. 29



c. !h. Cruiser "HAGURO" and the u-t_r’by.i-:"nlnx_m' were employed
in the tranlporf;.tioi“of ‘personnel from ANDAMAN Is, ’holﬂr_m\nr "HAGURO" was
&usk at a point off PENANG at night action by a BRITISH Fleet. _

d. As the ncw'ﬂnrm. have been recently operating freely
1n the visinity of SUNATRA, sxti-submarine atiack waile i B e
planes to each unit) were positioned at SIBOLGA and TANDJOENGKARANG for the
purpose of checking the enemy submarine act:l.vitiu..

3. The 55th Air Div, -

a. The 56th Air Div,, which was assigned the duty of tra air
crew have recently been participating in active operations. In June the traiming
assignment was completely ceased and opore.tianl duties were assigned to this Air

Dy, :
L § ». In pu{omuon for the decisive operatiom around SINGAPORE, three
airfield companies at JAVA and SUMATEA were transferred to SOUTHERN MALAY,

':s. !hru uiw submarines were luk in: the STRAIT of mm/lﬁ; Yy
our plms which had been const‘ntly ptroni.u this sector. 2 :
: 4. In late part of July, a part of a BRITISH Oversea Patrol Group

which appcmd off PHUKET Is, landed some troops on this island for the purpose
of reconnaissance. TOKUNAGA formation ajtacked this oversea patrol Group
and sank two ships.

4. The 7th Atr Piv,

a. The 7th Air Div, was engaged in escorting the transorti earrying
Army personnels from the areas north of AUSTRALIA, The Air Division sank two enemy

" submarines in the STRAIT of LOMBOK and shot down and crippled several enemy B-24s
at MAKASSAR. :

b. The enemy, which attacked NORTHERN BORNEQ in April, landed in
BALIKPAPAN in liddl’ of June,

The Air Force assigned the -ubo(y of the 6lst Air Regt. to the
7th Ar Div. The Ondr. of the 7th Atr Div. ordered dight planes -m;k« with
torpedoes to attack the enemy force which landed on BALIKPAPAN,

The above mentioned eight planes attacked BALIKPAPAN on the even
of 25 June and sank five ships including cruisers crippling three éthers. In
-thil opemation we lost two planes,

¢. The 7th 11!: Div. was rnn@d to the CELEBES Area, The 106kh

Air Training Brig. was assigned the duty of conducting operations in the JAVA Area. 4
; 2
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5. The 10th Indpp.'-ln- Brig. wl
a. In Ap:ril,. several Army Reconnaissance planes and several planes
of the 6lst Air Regt, attacked enemy airfield ut: Mu"on PALAVAY Ig,
b. Several of our planes in early part ;f hn- attacked enemy
" forces at JESSELTON and RABAN and in latter part of Jvui- the enemy force at MIRI,
Outline of the "SE" Operational Plan,
1. Purpose.
> The strength of the BRITISH Naval Group around. Is. vas estimated
to be consisting of ome to two carriers, two % thres Nattlesht three to fomm
heavy light cruisers and six to twelve destroyers.
A small takk force with a carrier or carriers from the hbove mentioned
BRITISH Naval Group has been making sorties in the sea west of the SOUTHERN Army

For the purpose of counterattacking this enemy

Afea on an average oioo a month,
task force a separate plan was draﬁ up in July,
2, Designation of Operations.

a. "SE* Operation No. 1. _

‘Oounterattask viII B ads oa Vhe snssy fores which attempis to
land on tﬁ SOUTEMESTERN Coast of BUEMA,

b. "SE" Operation No, 2,

Countérattack will be made on the ememy force which operates in
the INDIAN OCEAN Area in coordination with the U.S. Forces in the PHILIPPINE Ares /
trying to divert mé\,ttontm and attempting to invade ANDAMAN, NICOBAR and m—/
ERN SUMATRA. - '

The umtouttac!;,on the enemy force which attempts to occupy
ANDAMAN Is, will be tcforud'tg/ as the Special "SE" Operation No. 2., others
will be referred to as the General "SE® Operation No. 2. ;

c. "SE" Operation No. 3.

°oult¢ntt;uk enemy vhich attempts to land on MALAY FENINSULA,-

3. Operational Strength.
a. "SE® Operation No. 1.
The are A4r Div,
Three Fighter Units. !
One Light Bomber Unit.
One Eeconnaissance Unit (Type 100 ZER "DINAH").

b. ﬂplom "SE" Op.utlen No. 2.


















One Fighter Unit.
One Heavy Bomber Unit,
One Light Bomber Unit.
¢. General "SE® Operation No, 2,
The 9th Air Dy, ‘
One Fighter Unit and twe Indep. Air Sqds.
. One Light Bomber Unit. .
One Heavy Bomber Unit. : \
An element of an Indep. Air Recomnaissance Sgdam,
4. "SB" Operation No. 3.
Two Fighter Units and two Indep. Air Sqdn,
One Heavy Bomber Unit and Ome Indep. Air Sgdn,
One Recomnaissance Unit, |
4, Preparations.
From the -urmu. located in areas where enemy attacks are anticipated,
‘& main airfield mtn n}mtd. v *1, i
Upom receiving the -&runtioud code (Pg. 53) each suboordinate ultn
vnl be in Gﬂr of the operations:
a. "SE' Opesation No. 1, - 5th Atr Div, Ondr,
». u*.:. and Special "SE* Operatien No. 3. - The 9th Air Div, Dmar.
o. "SE® Operation No. 3. - Air Force Omdr,
Vhen General "SE" Operation No. 2 is to be conducted, the "SA" Assanlt
Ynit will be organised and being assigned to the direct command of the Air Foree
will be stationed at SUNGEI PAHANI;* (The Cmdr. of the lst Auxiliary Air Unit
ﬁ‘vﬂlhﬂudhmdefthil t Unit),

: 2); The air ou.nlofthnh.r’omln the 109th Air Unit
(!r*port. Unit) and the 16th Air !nhj.n‘ Unit (heavy u-bor-) vill be employed
in the transporting of ground crews. | ‘ ;

3). Main Uperational Airfields.
SUMATRA Area:
MEDAN, KUALA, LEOKSEUMAWE, BIREUIEN, SIGLI, LOETARADJA and

|

CAR NICOBAR,
MALAY Aru;
ALOR M mz nnn. ncm (T.N.1) and 1POH,
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4). Communicatiom,
a).~Operational Oemmunication Relay Points will be
established at SUNGEI PATANI and MEDAN. The Liason Gémmunication Relay Peint will
be established at PALEMBANG and ELUANG, SINGAPOEE yill be the Bocation of the
_~ central commnication relay peint fog the utiﬁ communication network,
: b). Wire Commnication Network will be laid between
|  SINGAPORE and SUNGEI PATANI and Between SINGAPORE and each airdield at NORTHERN
SUMATRA. '
5). Intelligence.
Intelligence on enemy situation will be obtained mainly from
the ank Area Army and “avy,
6). Outline of the Disposition of Our Strength (Refer to

]

Charts No. 1 to 3.).

APFENDIX NO. 32 -
. Damage on the BELIKJOR 011 Refinery Installation and Its Bffects .
© Ohlef of Star - EKmMTGASK. 11 July 1946, -
1. Preface. .
The following report on Fuel Depots, was written from Memory, for all reference
material and data had been burmt at the time of the surrender,
2. Date, t\ype and number of enemy planes which bombed the BELINJOE 011
Refinery Installation. : : :
a. lst Time - Night of 10 Aug, 1944 Approx, nine to tulﬁ B-29s.
w» B, 2nd Time - 24 Jan 1945 Aprrox. 40 to 60 ‘Ou-rior Borne Bombers. #
(Accompanied by approx. 100 fighters).
¢. 3rd Time - 20 Jun 1945,
Approx, Wrier Borne Bomber (ascompanied by approx, 100 fightess).
3. Damage Suffered and Its Effects. :
a. “lt Time.
“ne fuel tank of the Oil Refinery Installation was destroyed, No other
» damages were inflicted on production equipments. -

- Enemy planes dropped mines into the MUSI RIVER, the waterway of our

P

0il tankers, These mines made it impossible for our o1l tankers to transport

0il stored at BELINJOE to SINGAPORE.
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The a»unn Brlncl.;. of the 3rd lhipping transport Hgs. made great
efforts t\‘o eiou the river pf IAIII. -

Because, there were some mines (magnetic time mine) which could
208 e destroyed, the Tiver was Ret slehiel of mines it
After October three of our ships were sunk by IAI... vhich had been overlooked.

For this reason, the Air Force sent the rmhhc ships to
MMPMW&WMtotmmﬂqﬂf these
two points éo suemn . -

lomn enemy submarine were very active in the STRATT of MALACCA,
our planes constantly patrolled this STRAIT, /

Although, there were sufficient amount of o0il stored at SINGAPORE
to mpph both the SOUTHERN Army and the HOMELAND, studies were made of other
waterways which could be md by oil tlnkeru. in preparation—for future opontlou;

After 40 FOM-POM Guns were recéived from the HOMELAND and other
_areas, ‘thn 9th Air Div, vhich ‘had been n a charge of the Mrjofon;o of the BOLINJOE
o11 R.ﬂury In-ta]llt!.on was ulimd the additional dn.ty of ‘defénding the MUSI
011 Transportadion Waterway.

' 2. 2nd Tizme.

a. “ne toppupoquput was completely wrecked -ﬁﬁithr tort
and a cracking distillation equipment and the power plant was slightly Me&
An oi_.]. storage tank and an operation tak were also damaged by the 70 to 80 bombs
which were dropped on the lst 0il Refinery Plant.

b. No damages were caused to the 2nd 0il Refinery Plant.

Notet An ﬁ task foree with three carriers appo\arod in the arsa
south of MANA, (WESTERN Coast of the PALEMBANG Area) and from 30 to 70 carrier
borne planes from this task force passed over BANAUMEER and att%torior of

SUMATEA,
' These enemy planes attacked the 2nd 0il Refinery Installation as
described under the item "The 3rd Time", "

Because of bulr weather our Special Attack Plaues were unable to
sight these planes, : :

3. &uvh Time,
a. Approx, 100 bombs were dropped on the 2nd 0il Refinery Plant,

Both the oil storage tank and the operation tank were severly damaged.,

2,4 2
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ka4 '\m. %o damages vere inflicted on the lst 01l Refinery Installation.
- R G et of Hanegte Bithhent 1s 10 L two enemy attacks, both the
lst and the anA 011 lotuug Plant were unable to operate for a length of time.
l:.thtn tw vuhl mor th. Yast ntnnk the phnt- were operating on a
‘amall seale, The output rose to 1/3 of the outpnt prior %o the ajtack w ht- Narch
and to % by May. ; - : ;
Although there were reserve materials and pu'tl.ﬂth vhich to repair
damages they were pru.orvod for the future needs and d materials and parte
were repaired and used,
. The SOUTHERN Army began establishing Small 011 Refinery Installations
(Referred to as the "Battlefield" 01l Refinery Installation) at various points,
Shortly before the nrrondnr these simple oil refinery Installations at PALEMBANG,
DIAMBI and BLANGMOLL were rudy to o’pnto.

| The oil supply from these "Battlefield 0il Refinery Installations and
the BELINJOE 0il Refinery Installation would have been sufficient to supply the
entire SOUTHERN Any

T e o=
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i Iloromr.- tluro were oon-lhrablo 0il stored at SINGAPORE ud. PALEMBANG,
During this period, JAPAN did not suffer as much n-o- the oil shortage
as .from the poor tru*n facilities.
We were fairly sure that a temporary halt in the operation of these oil
refinery installations would not seriously affect the Air Army Operation up to
the end of war, 7
It was estimated though that the enemy attack on PALEMBANG, the strategls
point in th. nommx Lru, scoring a great success for the enemy womld at the
sane time grutly affect the JAPANESE Army and the Nation will @ ecnti.m the fight,
NOTE: The Special Attack Unit (8ix IHF Heavy bombers) which took off towards the
sea south of MANA just after the enemy's third attack failed to return, and the re-

sult of their expleits is unknown,

\
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II. Matters mmu to the ‘n.pdn and Maintenance of Aireraft.
Aes From June 1944 to the End of the War. :

1. The 3rd Air Army had hoped to recover greater part of its strength
‘during the rainy season (from June to the end of Sept.) in BURMA Area with the .
replacements of aircrafts from JAPAN., However, contrary to expectation, the supply
of fighter planes was very poor (it must be remembered thst the supply of airerafts,
' including the training planes, was approx. 50 o 100 at that time} and could not

fully replenish the operational combat strength, Furthermore, the tion of the
type of aircrafts (to be related later), their repairs, and the maintenance were not
carried out as efficiently as was expected, and the 3rd Air Army was forced to carry
out subsequent operations after the rainy season with insufficiently restored combat
strength,

2, After the rainy season, the JAPANESE Army rushed the operational
preparations in the PHILIPPINE Area and had further cut down the supply of aircrafts,
especially of operational planes to this Air Army's area, delivering only about ten
- fighter planes and few other operational planes wuathly. Consequently, in order to -
~ be able to maintain the fighting strength of a combat unit the Air Army gradually
transferred the aircrafts, which were hold by the Imstruction Unit for training
purposes to the lst Operational Unit.

3. As stated above, with the decrease in the operational fighting strength,
even the training planes had to be used for the operations, Based on the operational
requirement, all aircrafts held by the Army (except reconnaissance and transport)
were converted into special attack planes. The total number of aircrafts held by
the 3rd Air Army around Oct. was 1,300 - 1,400 (most of these were training planes).
The cohnruion of these planes was a great task and the greater part of the capacity

of the n-p;ir Depot was used for this purpose.
I ‘l'hn conversion of the above planes to special attack planes was started
in the latter part of October 1944, and was finally completed about June 1945.

4., After the completion of the m Operation, scores of aircraft
(mainly fighters) arrived in Feb. 1945, and the 3rd Air Army was aonnhd encouraged.,
However, since that time no more planes except for several recomnaissance plames
were sent from the Homeland $411 the end of the war. |
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5. Although, with the progress of operations and with the increased
responsibility involving the defense of PALEMBANG oll refinery sone and the Air Be-
fense of SINGAPORE, the 3rt Atr Aoay exsertancel & di0eiats 1n replenishing its
combat strength, especially that of 9th A## Div. and the SINGAPORE Air Befense :
Unit st{31 it was able with a few planes sent from JAPAN and with some e et
planes. To keep up its combat strength the 9th lj.r Div. at one time was in
possession of more than 110 figh‘bor Planes.

B. Supply of Training Planes. ‘ \

1. Supply of training planes from the Homeland.

While the supply of combat planes was rather poor tﬁ supply of training
planes from JAPAN was (comparatively good and each unit had approx. 30 = 40 of those
planes, Howeven,thhegpeater part of these planes was llightly used so thnt th-
actual mmber of planes suitable for operations ":.';f;m’io gan with, As steted |
pro'riouly, o tise awmmege training plann were converted into special attack plms.

C. Alteration qr ’rypo ef Phnu.

o P &4 = et o= o - rim o e S T

" “kbout May 191'.2, o daoatien &f the altaratimm of L ks
rom:lt of various discussion with the higher mthoritiu, the following plan was
adopteds
1. The units that will convert their planes to type 4: 50th Air Regt.,
24th Air Company, 87th Air Regt. and 3rd Air Regt.
2., The units that will convert their planes to type 1 model III fighter:
\\Buido those in the above paragraph, units which possess type 1 Model II fighters.
3.’ Type 100 model IT Hg. recomiuanou planes ;{}‘:‘:::;:::: z:‘::o i
In accordance with the above plan, the Army tried to at least complete
the alteration of the type of planes of the 5th Air Div, during the rainy season
in the BURMA Area. However, as stated previously, only a few planes were semt
from JAPAN so that the alteration did not progress as well as was expected.
Majority of the type 4 fighter planes supply of which was on a comparatively
1iberal scale could not be used dus to engine defects (mainly the burned crankshafts).
Consequently, when the rainy season ended, the 3rd .lir Arny was barely able to
equip only the 50th 4ir Regt. with the type § fighter planes, and even thgirtim
half of these planes could not be used in combat.

7 o



At one time the Sth Air Training Unit had several fighter planes, type 4
but since the necessity of the SINGAPORE Air Defense became urgent, approx. tem -
of them were given to the 1st Bd. Air Repl, Unit. As a result the 8th Air Training -
Unit had only training planes and old type 1 fighters left and no other units were
supplied with altered type 4 fighters.

4. As far as the alteration of planes to type 1 model III, is concerned )
approx. half the 64th Air Regt. planes were altered during the rainy season and the
subsequent alterations were gradually progrouo—d until the end of war, While the

64th Air Regt. had almost completed the alteration of its nes the other fighter .
units had only a portion of -nodol III planes ready.

5. The progress of conversion planes to type 100 Hq. recomnaissance planes
was also slow and at the end of the war each recomnaissance unit was able to convert
less than half of its planes to model III.

D. Repairs. ‘_
. =~ 1. Major repairs of aircraﬁ.a were carried out by the Repair Depot and minor
: _ohes were made by the wariows wnits, _ e

Repair difficulties were :h:A fact due to nhortaga of lpurg‘pu.rtn, oapeoially
the parts for the undercnrriages. =

Consequently, the Army started local mufuct;ure of wheels, near wheels
and other simple parts for the aircraft based on JAVA and SENGAPORE. For the most
part this venture was meﬁurul but a greater portion of spare partu still had to

bel’a‘1 from JAPAN proper,

The type 1 fighter plane's propellers sliortage of Ihi.ch,urﬂry acute,
were ahippég from mu by air and the repair :I.natallat@oninre expanded in order
to meet the additional work of handling them. The shortage of type 4 fighter engines
however could not be made good in anyway.
"2, The operation of Repair Depots.

a. While the airplanes were l‘u!)pliﬂd, though few in mumber up to
about the summer of 1944 from Jl.'n_l, %- w Depots were engaged mainly in minor
and medium repairs of fighter and recomnaissfance type of planes. But when the
supply of airplanes from JAPAN was decreased the w Depots were.required to 3
carry out a major repair on the airplanes whlch.horotoforo had been abandoned as

useless.
33
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For this purpose it became necessary for the various Repalr Depots
to increase their rorking facilithl.

Besides carrying out a repairs of airplanes the R.m Depobsg
started the -mraotuim of a simple spare parts and work on ucnnrting the
bombing and firing equipment of the various types' of planes as well as the
converting of the ®TO" type planes. Being overtasked with work- they were unable
to make t.horough,.nﬂm 6fadirordfis, and in order to overcome this difﬁmlty
itmdccidodto&*-fuorthspmomltothokapm ltarronthofrout
line units who became a surplus during the shortage of n.irphma. _ this reason,
in spite of the supplNy of aircrafts from JAPAN being cut off after the spring of
1945 and although the loss of planes totalled 60 to 70 planes per month, the mmber
of airplanes in the front line units did not decrease materially up to the end of
the war. i
b. Special Characteristics of Various Repair Depots.

1) The 19th Fd, Air R.puir Depebt was responsible mainly for the
 Tepair service in the 5th Air Dyy. Area. Ehg:})‘egie;l.’:harncmi.lfiﬁu_ of the 22nd
TN, e Mepa's Dopot wabe Lt 16 wis the i ik B e 5th Atr Div, U
a relay point for the replacement planes arriving from Jﬂ’ll. :

2) The special characteristic of the 16th Fd. Air Repair Depot
mt.hataez-uuuhuforthont.rhlco-ht-tungthormsrdnrw it
was a central store (same as the Air Depot) for the various Repair Depots.

3) The special characteristic of the 20th Fd, ur Repair Depot ,
stationed in BANDOENG, was that beside repating airplanes by utilising the JAVA
industrial power, itm a self-supporiing base as far as spare parts and materials
for repairs “'concemd-

4) The special characteristics of the 25th Fd. Air Repair Depot
were that being stationed in MALANG and carrying out the repairs of airplanes of the
air units in the Eastern JAVA Area, it was at the same time the rear base for the

Air Units operating in the area Nerth of AUSTRALIA,

5) Branch Repair Depots established in MALAY, NORTH SUMATRA,

SOUTH SUMATRA and BORNEO were responsible for repair service in their respective

areas,

III. Matters Pertaining to Fuel Supply from Dec, 1943 to the end of the war.

)
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1. The operational area of the 3rd Air Aray Amcinded the SUNATRA
oil refinery sone and there were no difficulties in .acqnir:l.ng the aviation fuel
wp to tha- end of war. In the bag:l.nhing of 1944, Wnr, due to the shortage of
the fuel oontninoru storage of fuel became very difficult and in order to overcome
this difficulty the conatrfction of fuel tanks was stlrtod in May in all the areas,
The Air Supply Depot and various Sector Units(Hqs., Sector Airfield Bn's and
Airfield Co's.) installed the fuel tanks and other fuel containers, which had been
found scattered in various areas close to the airfields and stored in them.
Thus the shortage of drums was overcome after spending about a year in equ
of the fuel tanks, which were finally completed in beginning of 1945.

‘Note: The shortage of drums was due ‘to the shortage of mamufacturing
materials (chiefly iron plates). - : ' ’

Simultanecusly with the oomtri’ct:lon of fuel tanks, the research on
the mamufacture of wooden drums was started, but the war ended before any practical

-

steps were taken in this direction,

2, The most difficulties in aupplying ﬁul under tho u.bon

e s

cirauutanm were encountered i.n oupplxing thn Bﬂm, THAILAHD AND FRENCH mo-
CHINA areas. Through MALAY and SINGAPORE ISLAND as the relay bases. SUMATRA,
beaic:io being the fuel supply source ninly-for‘JAPﬂ and other areas, supplied
also fuel for the units in its own area. ixu, beside supplying fuel for
consumption in its own area, supplied fuel mainly for the areas North of AﬁBTR.lLIl
(ARU, KAT, TANIMBAR and CELEBES Areas )i

After the spring of 1945 the water tramsportation route between FRENCH
INDO-CHINA and SINGAPORE became increasingly dangercus and the railrosd rumning through
MALAY was being bombed. Tho fuel snpply for FRENCH IHDO-CEIM and THRILAND Areas
became very difficult. From that time and right up to the end of the wir the sea
transport losses were a matter of grave concern to the authorities.

3. Because it was expected that after the beginning of 1945, the ddr
raids against SINGAPORE will be intensified rendering the position of SINGAPOREW
as a supply and relay base very precaricus. The measures were taken to disperse
the fuel and ammnition to the front line immediately and this dispersion was nearly
completed by the August 1945, s

Daateane
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B. Fuel Supply System.
" 1. The disposition of supply bases is given oni.np 1end 2,

' 2. The aviation fuel was refined chiefly in SUMATRA and JAVA and after
being allocated by the General Army, this fuel was supplied chiefly to BURMA,

THAILAND and FRENCH INDOCHINA Aress through the 20th Fd. Air Supply Depot in

SINGAPORE. Besides SUMATRA and JAVA supplied all their Jpeal needs.

—
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~ Appended Plan Fo. II
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3. The condifions of Fusl Supply to Various Aress.

a. BURIA Area. -

Prior to the opening of the THATLAND - BURMA Railroad, the supply
of fuel for the BURMA area was del:lwrod nﬁy by sea route, in face of considerable
dangers. After the completion of the THATLAND - BURMA ww, transportation by
both land and sea became possible, but with the war situation gradually becoming
increasingly critical the sea transportation in the httof part of 1944 was
. practically imposeible leaving the only safe deliv;ry by the THATLAND - BURMA
Railroad. ' .

Since the enemy air operations 16 BURMA aeepd to be carried out .
oﬁtmly during the dry season, the pear transportation routes became increasingly
dangerous during these operations, and supply had to be delivered entirely during
‘the rainy season with the result that the fuel necessary for one yon‘oporation
had to be transported from June to the end of October. Although g eonsidomblo
difficulties were encountered in transporting from 15,000 to 25,000 drums every
month by land, this tesk was finslly completed and up to the end of the war there
was 10 shortage of fuel for operational use equricnud. 7

b. THATLAND and FRENCH INDO-CHINA Areas.

Although these areas were somewhat in the nature of being the rear
base for the Air lrny operating in BURMA; they gradually became more like a front
line bases for the air forces participating in the PHILIPPINE Operation and during
the retreat from the BURMA Area. During & pericds tha local consumption of fuel .
increased rapidly. Furthermore, due to the dmgaa from the air raids, the ;hortago
of containers and the :decrease in transportation made the situation so bad that the
supply could not keep up with the consumption and st one time a first class
priority was given to this area for fuel supply by land and sea. Due to extreme
shortage of containers, tank installations were conpl.te-d in SATGON and BANGKOK
areas and the containers within these areas had to be used in rotation. Thus the
fuel shortage for the operations was met. However, until the end of the nr.tho
supply for NORTHERN FRENCH INDO-CHINA (north of TOURANE) was not antiaractofy due

to transportation difficulties.
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In the early stages this area m somewhat like a rear base with
a front line priority supply for BURMA and the areas North of AUSTRALIA. However,
since it became- almost impessible for these latter areas to return the empty drums
due to the war situation, it was planned to exert every effort for rotating the
fuel containers in this area. Despite this effort the transportation facilities
were not sufficient to meet the needs. And only by utilizing since the bog:lnni.ﬂé
of 1944, the airfield equipment such as small tanks, the supply of fuel finally

v became sufficient by May 1945. Furbhermore as the fuel shipments to various areas
were delayed condiderably by the decrease in trmportatio;/hcﬂities due to the
damages from air raids. The amount of fuel delivered and dispersed in this area
by the end of war was eons:l.d_orablo.

» d.) BORNEO Area.

Although the MIRI oil field refinery installations were completed,
the fuel could not be shipped due to the shortage of transport facilities and all
Ampottabt avpsdibad to be supplied from SINGAPORE, In spite of the PHILIPPINE

- Operation rapidly getting worse, the supply. to SANDAKAN and KUDAT Aress was
successfully de,li;mred as requirod : However, since the war shifted repidly to
LABUAN and MIRI Areas, that supply was hardly touched until the epd of the war.
There was as yet an insufficient amount of fuel stored in KUCHING and other southern
bases, but the operations were carried on by trunafarring' the fuel from the north
and with the shipments from SINGAPORE. :

_ e, SUMATRA Area. ; ‘

Though there was a au.ffi;:iant quantity of fuel in the north and

south since this area was an oil preducing area, the regular flow of supply to the

-~ _ units could not be at f?rstd- maintained due mainly to the shortage of drums and
to the presence of a large number of airplanes in this area. However, with dhe
completion of tanks and the stépping up of transportation, the flow of supply
gradually became regular. Since it became impossible to ship out fuel from the
northern part due to troops movement and the laying of mines in BELAFBy, considerable
amount of fuel sufficient for the operations was stored in the north.

f. JAVA Area.

Althéugh this area had sufficient supply of fuel from the fuedir~
storage of the JAVA Branch Fuel ﬁopot, the supply at one time became difficult due
to '_tho air raid demages to SURABAYA oil fi,ld. However with the supply of fuel
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from PALEMBANG the flow of fuel and supply of containers was uninterrupted until .
“the end of war, ; .
ge _lifcellmy item concerning.fuel situation.

1) The foregoing statements on fuel situation are dealing
mainly with gasoline. In regard to the lubricating oil, the mineral o:lJi.. was
generally scarce and there was a great anxiety concerning the coil 'mita.l;slo for the
high performance planes. As the Imperial Hq., which was responsible for delivery :
of mineral oil slowed down its supplies. The Southern Fuel Depot was requested t.o.
investigate the possibilities of the tocal production of mineral oil and at the
same t-ile to supply the ;w performance planes with locally préduoed castor 011.
instead of mineral oil. By this method and by straining it m.planmd to ensure
the required amount of mineral oil for the next operation,

.2)  The local production of castor oil was stepped up and a
great wtity of oil was produced (especially in JAVA) which finally resulted in
a surplus stock,
Bl ol e
et G el recemd chieﬂy e the I-p.rm Ha.
but as there were only several hundred drums stored it was planned to ship ethyl
from BALTKPAPAN and deliver it by air from JAPAN, but the war ended without this
plans being materialized.

4) Ethanol.

Since ethanol is an important part of fuel used in the high
performance planes, the local pr-oducticm of it chiefly in JAVA and FRENCH INDO-CHINA :
was stepped up End finnll)t reached a point of producing a surplus stock.

- 5) ! Construction of the factories for repairing and filling drums.

To i:eep the regular flow of supplies it was planned to complete
the construction of factories at various supply bases (main and branch depots)
completed only in tl“:a nin depot. But, However, the construction was completed
(STNGAPORE) and at the SAIGON Brench Depot. The others were only in the planning .
stage when the war ended. s
I¥. Matters Pertaining to Ammwnition Supply From December 1943 to the End of the War,

A. General.
Since the early stages of the operation, the air ammunition was supplied with-
out interruption from JAPAN and u;til the end of the war there was no shortage except

for certain type of ammunition., However, result of the war situation changing

£ "
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from offensive operation to defensive preparations, the eammnition which was not
paquired in the beginning (for instance, against warships, for anti-submarine
warfare )focr navigation uses and for' hoav;y' caliber automatic cannons lhr‘bed to be
" used n large quantity and there were comeifsrable difficalties in precaring asd ‘-
supplying these various ammmnition in required quantity. . e N_& ‘_
1. Bombs. _ i aEm
After the loss of s}irm in 1944, e Ao hmu,y had any anti-submarines
bombs when the Allied submarines were present in the EAST CHINA SEA and in the
waters adjacent to the southern areas. The Imperial Hgs, hurriedly made an
experimental bomb with the three and one half seconds delayed action fuze. However,
due to the defect in the functioning of the first mamufactured fuse, tho'qpportunity
6 use it against the enemy was lost. Anc'n)y, as at that time the ciennry by sea
transportation was greatlf restricted only approximately 200 - 300 fuses were =
delivered by air.

By obtuining from the Navy air force a surplud of bombs left over

R LT T T s vr‘ L e =T

thrdi:g,h docms.’mg number of Havy airplanu Ar-y m a‘blo to supply thp
ninimum requiremnta in the varioud areas as after thc mun:lng of LEYTE Bnﬁ;lo
aitu’ntion the need for bombe ngaiut warships became urgent. The Army bombs g
'hich 'wighod more thy, 100 kilograms were improved locally by reinforcing the
By these activities the

bomb nose and tail assembly so that they could be used against the ahop-.‘imlly
mm by February 1945.thByréjuired amount of bombe. Since large bombs had to
be used by the special attack planes, Nos. 25, 50 and 80 bombs Were receivpd from
the Navy and these were altered so that they could be himg on the Army planes used
for special attack purpose. Although transporfation was difficult, the minimum
required amount of bombs were finally accumulated by the end of nr‘ : Iﬂ-ﬂ,
FRENCH INDO-CHINA, THAILAND, SUMATRA and JAVA areas.

2. Machine guns and automatic cannon ammunition.

Inthoénrlyst.ge#fthanrthedrphmnnrooquippodniﬂ;ﬂth
77mand7.9llmchimgnumdonlythMBUSArighurplmunuoqﬁppoﬂ
with a single 12.7mm gun. However, the operations gradually required larger calihr
guns and it became necessary for the airplanes to be equipped with various large

caliber guns,
{
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Espedially the appearance of B-24s and B-29s made the need of large
caliber guns extremely necessary as the 12.7mm machine guns which were finally
mounted on the planes had little effect against enemy planes. Variocus planes
equipped with 20mm, 37mm and 4Omm automatic cannons appeared but since t.hou planes
were diapercod in various areas, the ammunition for those guns had to be also stored
1n n.rious areas. For this reason sufficient amount of ammunition could not be
had at any time and at any place. Therefore, to comply with the operational require-
ments and in order to avert the operational bottm emergency spéps were taken
to immediately ship the ammunition by eir to the areas in need. However, due to
the l-t.oppage of supply of planes and the gradual damages to and losses of planes in
the local areas, th.r; vas immediately before the war ended sufficient amount of
ammunition for the mumber of planes in action.
The ammunition supply system was identical with that of the fuel supply.
B. The Situation of Ammunition Supply in ﬁrimu Areas, i 4
1. BURMA Areas.
.Ginee tho ou‘h phuo of tho operation couidorlble llo‘unt o:r munit:l.on

i

e staid s il ares, and though B G Sriatte aperisoned m

e ramer—— —

this direction were mounting, there was no anxiety. However, the situation in the -
AKYAB Area was i:aconing critical due to the increased demands foe bombs against
warships, as stated in the general paragraph and these bombs had to be transferred
from the naval units in RANGOON, The anti-submarine bombs were needed from the

: early past of 1944 and this mgd was temporarily met by receiving the fuses by
air trensportstion. The supply of 12.7mm gun ammunition for this area caused a
great deal of WOTTy, hcé;:’tban was in this .area comparatively a large number
of fighter pl;paa lhc{: were busy in making assaults and counter attacks.
Consequently, the planes which were equipped mainly with 12,7mm guns u;o very
active and the conau-ption of ammunition by thu was enormous. Considering the
amount required und the a.mnnt supplied by the Imperial Hqs. and the dispersed
ammnitions in the various areas, there were considerable supply difficulties.

—

- Just before the war ended, there was a large surplus of mi.m ammunition

due to ghe decrease in mumber of planes and to the contraction of front line.
Moreover, since offensive operations were impossible, a large surplus of vkhl
bombs (especially small 50 ~kg bombs) was accumulated and just before the end of

the war, the bombs which were used for land defense were also left over in great

musber. ' ¢4 4
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In short, since the supply of ammunition in this area was accumulated in a
comparatively large quantity, it was considered that except for a certain type of
ammnition the later supply will be obtained without difficulties.

2, THATLAND and FRENCH INDO-CHINA Areas.

| From the latter part of 1942 with the operations gradually extending from
east - west front line to BURMA and the SOLOMON areas, the THATLAN and FRENCH INDO-
CHINA areas became the rear bases and the storage of ammnition there was limited
to a bare minimum the more so that while the planes were idle during thé rainy
season, the ammunition was required mainly for training purposes only.

In the latter part of 1944 the war situation gradually became worse and
especially since the neighboring waters were infested by submarines, the anti-sub
bombs were urgently n,eed'ed. This need was temporarily met with supply of bombs
e by air £8fm JAPAN and from SINGAPORE. Futhermore, after the LEYTE Operation
the possibility of air Waids became gro,ntor and since the demand for machine gun and
cmon“:;mition and bombs. to be‘ used against warships in the gépeial attacks
increased g'z-eat,l,i, _the accumulation of ammupition was hurriedly organized. However,
dus o the transport !‘acilitioa, the war enﬂed without this organization being
‘OOIPIOM-

' \ 3. SUMATRA Area.

The ammunition:supply for this area was organized very satisfactorily and
there was no shortage of it to the operations, However, with the attack by the
Allied Fleet against NICOBAR and SABANE ISLANDS Areas and mass raids against
PALEMBANG by the carrier planes, the demand for bombs to be used against mslﬁpn
in the special atﬁt_:,ka designed to destroy these forces increased greatly. This
objective was accomplished by transferring the naval bombs: stored at the naul base
in this area to the Army.

4. JAVA and the Area North of AUSTRALIA.

7 Since there n: a considerable quantity of ammunition stored .in these areas
after thoi'z:’;ceupation and since these areas were generally not included in sttaoking‘
zone, the ammunition there was not in much demand. However, these areas were the
training bases for the 4ir Training Units, so Seuitaeaiis quantity of training bombs
had to be supplied to them. With the submarines making raids in the neighboring
water just before the war ended the anti-sub bombs were in very much dmuq and the
bombs to be used against warships were required in all these areas, but generally .

the supply of bowbes was satisfactory. ;
K : %2
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5. BORNEO Area. 5 _

At the beginning this area-was alloted to the 3rd Air Army and since this
‘area formed a wing of the rear communication rouia, utbﬂng ﬁ._mitiom there was
almost entirely neglected. Dule to the preparations for the SHOGO Operation, the
transfer of the SOUTHERN General Army to MANILA and the activation of the 4th Af®
Army, an order was issued to change the operational afea. After 1944 this area was
included in the 4th lir'.lrw's operational sone. !E accumlation of ammunition for
the operation which was gradually becoming eritical was apparently made with the
supply from the Imperial Hqs. However, since the tranaportnt:loi became extremely
difficult during the LEYTE Operationm, t.hin area was almost abandoned at one time.
After the LEYTE Operation this area was again placed within the 3rd Air Am‘opora-
tional zone and the storing of ammunition was hurriedly started, but before this
could be completed the ememy supported by submarines and persistent air raids
landed on LABUAN ISLAND. Skca the situation almost became hopeless the large bombs
could be brought oniy By air and their supply was Barely enough to meetthbezneed
of the operations. . ' v
. v. htters}oruining to Go-unicatiom.

A, Signal Units Strength.

The units under direct control of the 3rd Air Signal Group were the 1lst, 3rd,
9th and the 1lth Air Signal Regts. (strength: five to six Co's and one Materials
Depot) and the JAVA and BORNEO Air Signal Units (the Navigation Aid Unit was attached
to a part.of each unit and the strength of each unit was approx. two Co's.)
= Beside the above, the SOUTHERN Air Route Dept. (almost similiar to the net
of the Signal R'egt.) was in charge of the Airplane arrival and departure reports
and weather ro!porta. : . .

B. The area of deployment and the signal net are shown in the oncioaod sketch.

C. Regarding the maintenance of perfect commmications and special delivery.

1. As the strengtt;:tho personnel due to nmmerous deployed squads, mas
ipadequatérandtas there were no spare oqu:l.pnont and because of the :I.mgnh.r supply
of ‘'vacuum tubes and other accessoriesy w delays and interruptions of communi-
cations caused by defective equipment prevented the maintenance of perfect communica=
tions. Due to ineffiecient commnication method caused by inferior quality of troops .
and their incomplete training, the apbcigi deliverids of reports were beyond
expectation. Therefore, general revision of persomnel replacement and the
nintemno. of mechanical equipment was nounnry !‘nrthcnorn, in transmission of
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radio ﬁm, perfect communications mﬁ prevented by mﬂirénoé rron ‘ltron;
static occuring daily at regular hours in the northern part of m,\thn central
part of SUMATRA and the northern part of nonm;

2. The average number of messages sent per hour by a single 'igml net
was 12,3 messages; the minimm was five and the maximum was twenty.

D. Supply and Repairs of Signal Equipments.

The supply of equipment was not made as expected as due to the transport
difficulties the supply from the Imperial Hqs. was k&oguhr. The supply of vacuum -~
tubes, a part of the accessories and vitally essential equipment was made by air,
but from February the supply of new equipment became difficult. ‘

The supply and repairs for the Army Signal Units were controlled and supervised
by the 3rd Air Signal Group and were made through the Air Repair Depots. A pambt
of the-ncoeuorios was mamifactured and assembled in SINGAPORE 4nd BANDOENG and a
part of the vacuum tubes wﬁ mamufactured and assembled by the JAVA RADIO CO., LD,
However, since these manufactured acnoqsor:lou could not satisfy the entire demand
and as there were many parts Ihich were teohnicully difficult to mnu.fncturo, it
T was still i.ip&ctfbi;g:i:; Tooully meifih 10 At fn the muuly of signal eauipmeat

and accessories.

E. The Move to Adopt the Signal Units to the Need of Operatioms.

By changing the communication met or by carrying out a new deploying movements

by the Signal forces in the attack on YUNNAN from BURMA, IMPHAL Operation, attack
on PORT PRINCESSA in BORNEO or in the operation of escorting convoy carrying essential
material from JAPAN, it n;: expected to form a communications net which could respond
immediately to tho operat:lon needs their contributing immensely to its moolls.
However, that syat.el and’ the maintenance of perfect conunicatiom 'ere !ifficult
and slow. To demonstrate the value of air communications, further maearch and
. tr.;ining in the method organilation,_f operation md the communications were moeaurj.
The signal organization upeéhhy suffered from the lack of equipment and spare
parts, which were either delayed in transportation by land as were lost at sea by
enemy action.

1., Protection of Communications.

Instructions had been given concepritmg the lafo;gmrding the signal equip-
ment by taking care nmot to transmit unnecessary radio waves, prohibiting the use of
ordinary messages, the accurate use of the code book, exerting all efforts to prevent

)
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the code book from falling into enemy hands and in taking immediate and reliable _
411
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measures to protect the equipment in the cases of mngeney.‘ However, these
instructions were not complete, and the restriction on transmission of radio
waves or the trm-iuion of false radio waves had not yet been ralized.

2. _Bunrch and Investigations in Signal Units,

The investigation and commnications of the adf conditions, maintenance of
equipment and research of enemy signal interferences for the entire area were carried
out by the Signal Section of the 3rd Air Signal Hq., in SINGAPORE and in each district
by the local units using a spare equipment, These investigations were reported
every ten days and monthly, giving the whole picture of tho peculiarities of radio
wave transmission in the South,

In regard to the equipment, the Signal Group, Material Depots and the
various units made various researches on such things as shock préof appliances,
measures to prevent the carrosion protection of equipment against statics, and the ‘
improvement of equipment designed to inerease the capacity of wave transmissicn.

3. Efficiency of Communications. ‘

; 'l'h_o low abilities of the officers and NCOs who were in charge of the :

- Signal senters and the poor quality of radic opontoumtm-alymodtﬁ"e in- e
.mm in the non-del:lﬁrod and delayed telegrams, greatly decreasing their

delivery the efficient performance of telegraphic communications in general.
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