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PREFACE 

This -monograph is one of a series prepared under instructions 
from the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers to the Japanese 
Government (SCAPIN No. 126, 12 Oct 1945). The series covers not on­
ly the operations of the Japanese a~ed forces during World War II 
but also their operations in China and l~churia which preceded the 
world conflict. The original studies were written by former offi­
cers of the Japanese Anny and Na'Vy under the supervision of the His­
torical Records Section of the First (Anny) and Second (Navy) Demo­
bilization Bureaus of the Japanes~ Government. The manuscripts were 
translated by the Hilitary Intelligence Service Group., G2.,· Headquar­
ters 1 Far East Command. Extensive editing vre.s accomplished by the 
Foreign Histories Division of ·the Office of the Hili tary History Of­
ficer, Headquarters, United States Anny Japan~ . 

The writers were handicapped in the preparation of the basic 
manuscript by the non-availability of many operational records . 'Which 
are normally employed as source material in this type ot study. 1<1al:iy 
official orders, plans and unit journals were lost during operations 
or were destroyed at the cessation ot hostilities. A particular handi· 
cap has been the lack of strength reports. 

1-ionograph No. 66 deals with ·the Java Operation beg:Lnning with a 
brief account of the · operations just prior to the invasion and the 
favorable disposition of the Japanese forces. It then tells of the 
short successful campaign and the capitulation ot the Allied forces. 
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~he basic document used was written by ~· Akimitsu Oda, a for-
.mer staff officer of the 16th Ar.ozy, froill memo~d from his o~ per­
sonal record of the operations. Later, it was read and confirmed by 
Haj. Gen. Takashima. and Lt. Col. Yamasbi ta, both former staff officers 
of the 16th Army. Subse~uent research by the Foreign Histories Divi• 
sion revealed a number of inaccuracies and omissions. For instance, 
no details of the landings or vital statistics in regard to strengths 
were given. These have since been obtained by the Foreign Histories 
Division from Col. Hatsuki of the Military History Section of the Jap­
anese Self-Defense Force, who is making a special study of the Java 
area, and from Lt. Col. Yamashita, now a civilian living in Tokyo. 
The monograph has been completely rewritten to effect the necessary 
corrections and insert essential information. 

The History Section, Army War College, Japanese SelfMDefense .. . 
Force, has proved most helpful by placii:lg its documents arid personnel _ 
at the disposal of the Foreign Historie~ Division. 

The editor has received valuable assistance in research and in 
the preparation of maps and charts from Tadao Sbud.o 1 formerly a lieu­
tenant colonel on the staff of the Army Gene nil Staff 1 4th Air Army 
and Air Anny General Staff. 

All maps submitted with this monograph were dni.wn by the . Foreign 
Histories Division and the spelling of place names in the text and ()n 
the maps is that used by All$ 5301. ' 

Tokyo 1 Japan 
•10 April 1958 
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CHAPrER 1 

Preparations for the Invasion of Java 

On 6 Nove1nber 19411 Imper:l,al General Headquarters issued orders 

mobilizing the Southern Anny General Headquarters in preparation for 

operations in the southern area should the United States and Japan 

fail to reach agreement in their current negotiations in Washington.1 

On the sa..ne day, Southern A:rmy' s order of battle was issued to 

include the 16th AJIT~y, composed of the 2d Division and the Sakaguchi . 

Detachment {56th Mixed Infantry Brigade). In early JanUa.ry, after 

the capture of Hong Kong and Manila, the 38th ·and 48th Divisions were 
. . . 

transferred to the crurunand of the 16th Army and the Army was ordered 

. to prepare to invade Java. An outline of the order of battle of the 

16th Army was as follows: 
~~ .. 

16th Army Headquarters - Lt. Gen. Hi toshi Imamura, Connnander 

2d Division - Lt. Gen. l;Rsao Maruyama, Commander 

38th Division - Lt. Gen. Tadayoshi Sano1 Commander 

48th Division Lt. Gen. Yuitsu Tsuchihashi, Commander 

Sakaguchi Detachment (nucleus 3 Infantry Battalions, and 1 
Field Artillery Battalion) 

2d and 5th Anti tank Gun- Battalions 

2d and 4th Tank Regiments ; 

1. Japanese Monograph No. 147; Political Strategy Prior to Out­
break of War, Part III. 
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18th Field AAA Headquarters 

16th M Artillery Regiment 

44th1 45th.and 48th AA Artillery Battalions 

3d Independent Engineer Regiment 

l38th and 168th Railway Transport Headquarters 

' 
40th and 45th Anchorage Headquarters 

16th A.rm.y Signal thl t 

5th Telegraph Regiment 

48th Lines of Communication Headquarters 

28th Motor Transport Regiment 

39th Motor Transport Battalion 

Just prior to the invasion the 16th Army published its plan of 

operations as . follows : 

The Sakaguchi Detachment will invade Da.vao 
in the southern Philippines and strategic points 
in eastern Borneo. It will occupy all airfields 
and confiscate all petroleum products. 

The 38th Division will organize the Ito De­
tachment. This Detachment 'Will invade and occupy 
Amboina. 

The main body of the 38th Division will in­
vade southern Sumatra. It will occupy Palembang 
and other oil fields. In addition, _it will occu­
py the airfields in southern Sumatra in prepara-
tion for the invasion of Java. · 

The Anny' s main force (2d Division, Shoji 
Detachment and units under the direct command of 
the 16th Army) will move from Takao to Camranh . 
Bay• The 48th Division will move from L:Lngayen ---
to Jolo Island. · 
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Dmuediately all troops are in position for 
the attack on Java the 16th Army's main force 
and the 48th Division, coordinating their move­
ments, will sail toward and invade Java. from the 
·east and west • 

Operations ·Prior to Invasion of Java2 (Ma.p 1) 
. . 

On 19 November 19411 the Sakaguchi Detachment (composed of the 

l24th Infantry Regiment and one field artillery . battalion and com­

manded by Ma.j. Gen. Shizuo Sakaguchi, commander of' the 56th Mixed 

Infantry Brigade) lett Moji1 Japan. On ·the 28th, it was Joined a.1; 

Palau by the Miura Detachment of' the 14th A:rmy1 'Which then came un­

der the tactical command of' General Sakaguchi. On 17 December, the 

two detachments lett P&lau and, on the 20th; captured Dava.o on Min· 

danao. At this time, the Miura Detachment was returned to the com­

mand of the 14th An~ and the Sakaguchi Detachment advanced to Jolo 

Island, which it occupied on the 25th. On ll January 19421 atter · 

overcoming slight resistance, the Sakaguchi Detachment captured 

Tarakan Isl.and and, on the 24th, occupied Balikpapan, · Samarinda. and 

Tengga.rong. The Detachment then split in two w1 th the main body 

marching overland while the snia.J.ler unit proceeded by sea.. Cn l.O 

February, coordinating their movements, they attacked an~ captured 

• Bandjennasin and secured the airfield. 

2. Japanese M:>nograph No. 241 History of the Southern Army, 
1241 - 1245. 
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MAP NO. 1 

16TH ARMY OPERATIONS PRIOR 
TO INVASION OF JAVA 

19 NOV 194J - I MAR 1942 
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On 4 January 19421 the 38th Division, which had previously been 

engaged in the Hong Kong Operation, was placed unde~ the command of 

the 16th A:rmy and its Ito Detachment (composed of the 228th Infantry 

Regiment and 1 mountain artillery battalion, commanded by .Ma.J. Gen. 

Takeo Ito1 cormnander of the 38th Infantry Group) was ordered to seize 

Amboina. On 12 January 1 the Detachment left Hong K9ng and sailed 

toward Iavao1 arriving there on the 18th. On the 28th, · it left tavao 

and ,on the 3lst1 invaded Amboina • . By 7 February, the entire island 

was occupied. On 17 February, the main force of the Toho Deta.cbnlent 

(Ito Detacrunent renruned) left Amboina. while the remaining units left 

on the 18th. On the 20th1 the main force landed at Koepang and the . 

other units at Dill. During this movement the Detachment was pro- · 

tected by the 2d Destroyer Squadron. 

In the meantime, during the latter part of January, the 38th 

Division (minus the Ito and Shoji Detachments) assembled at Camranh 

Bay1 French Indo-China. On 15 February, covered by the 3d Destroyer 

SqUa.dron, it landed on Bangka Island and occupied Huntok airfield • 
. 

It then crossed to the coast of Sumatra and, travelling up the Husi 

River, on the 16th1 in cooperation with the 1st Airborne Unit, it 

attacked and occupied Palembang. The capture of Palembang was re-
. . 

garded as an important vic.tory as the oil refineries were taken in 

perfect condition. 

The Advance UrUt (known as the Tanaka Detachment, composed of 

5 
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one infantry battalion of the 229th Infantry -Regiment and the 38th 

Engineer Regiment and commanded by Col. Ryozaburo Tanaka1 c~~der 

of the 229th Infantry Regiment} occupied. Tandjoengkarang on 20 Feb­

ruary. It then repaired and equipped the· airfield in preparation 

for use in the invasion of Java. In additiori1 an oil drilling unit 

began drilling for oil. 
. . 

"The Kanki Detachment (3d Battalion of the 230th Infantry Regi-

ment and one mO'I.mtain artillery battallon1 commanded by Col. Bukich1 

Kanki, commander of . the 38th Mountain Artillery Regiment) occupied · 

Bendoelen on 24 February. The Orita Battalion (let Battalion of the -

229th Infantry Regiraent commanded by Maj. Ha.sa.ru Ori ta) 'WhiCh had 

been transferred from Bangka, attacked Djambi1 and1 after overcom• 
' 

ing -some en~ny resistance, occupied the town on 4 March. 

Invasion of Bali 

SitUation Prior to the Invasion 

The only enemy force on ~ was one battalion of native troops _ 

(approximatelY 6oo men) comrna.nded by the Anny District commander with 

his he~dqua.rters at Soerabaja. one infantry company w1 th armoured 

cars guarded the Denpasar airfield Whi~e the main force of the bat- - _ 

talion_ was stationed at Singaradja. - It was believed that four fort­

ress guns guarded the iDiubok Straits • . 

As the SakagUchi Detachment at Ba.Iidjennasin ·was unable to ob­

tain assistance from the Navy to transport 1 ts troops _for the attack 

on Bal11 · the Kan~ura Detachment (composed of-the 3d ~ttallon,minus · 
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one company, of the 1st Fonnosa Infantry Regiment, one mountain ar­

tillery platoon, elements of ·the radio and field hosp~tal units, one r­

engineer platoon and part of the Anchorage Headquarters) of the 48th 

Division was ordered to leave Lingayen Gulf and assemble at Ha.kassar . · 

in the southern Celebes, vThere it ~s to prepare to attack Bali. · 

Terrain on Bali 

As the northern and eastern coasts of the island were protected 

against l andings by high jagged cliffs; the western coast by a strait 

too narrow for ships t o pass through, and the southern coast by coral . 

reefs, the Detachment planned to land on a small sandy beach on the 

eastern shore near Denpasar. The maximUlll speed of the currents in 

the Bali and IIJmbok stra.1 ts was approXimately 5 knots. The Detach-

ment would have to land near a belt of coconut groves and paddies. 

However, the roads1 which on maps had looked mere trails, on closer 

inspection proVed to be fairly good vehicular roads. The houses in 

the area were enelosed by high walls. 

Invasion 

While · in Man1la1 the Kanemura. Detachment had received orders 

from the 48th Division cOIIDDB.Ilder to land to the east of Denpasar and 

to occupy the airfie1d located. approximately 10 km southwest of Den-

An outline of the· orders was : 

On 5 February the Detachment Will leave · 
Lingayen Gulf and1 . on the 8th, i t will assemble 
at Jolo. 

.7 
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At Jolo the Detachment will load the mate­
rials necessary for the Navy Air Unit on ships. · 
Agreement will be reached with the Navy A:l.r U­
nit in order to coordinate actions in regard to 
the invasion of Bali. The Detachment will leave 
Jolo on 13 Febrtia.ry and arrive a.t Makassar on 
the ·15th. On the night of 18 - 19 February, the 
Detachment will land on the east coast of Bali 
in the vicinity of Denpasar. 

A transport ship will leave port on the 
night ·Of 19 February and1 upon arrival in the 
Makassar Strait, men and materiel of the 28th 
Independent Engineer Regiment will be transfer- · 
red to the main convoy and1 at that time, will 
return to the command of the 28th !hgineer Re-
giment. · · 

The Kanemura Detachment arrived at Makassar aboard the Sasago 

~ and the Sagam1 Maru on 14 February but, due to the presence of 

the enemy fleet in the Java Sea, its departure from this a~ea was 

postponed until the 18th. During this time, the Anny and Navy com-

rnanders held conferences in order to coordinate the landing oper-

ations while the troops lmderwent a course in amphibious landings • 
• 

The Detachment, escorted by the 8th Destroyer Division (four 

. destroyers) made a ·surprise landing on the east coast of 13a.li near 

Denpasar at dawn on 19 February. Heavy rain had begUn to fall at 

o-4oo. Taking advantage of the heavy rain and darkness, the Detach­

ment overran the enemy' s barracks and1 after quelling slight enemy 

resistance, by the following afternoon had completely occupied the 

airfield. During this time, the Sa.sa.go i.faru and the Sagami Ma.ru 

·were attacked by enemy planes and submarines. The boilers of the · . . 

. ; 

Sagami ~ru were damaged by banbs and the. Sa.sag? Ma.ru incurred sl.ight 

damage but landing operations .were .continued w1 thout interruption. · · · 

8 
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Singaradja was occupied on 27 February. 

Disposition of 16th Anay's Main Force for Invasion of Java 
. . 

Whiie these sm.B.l.l operations were taking place, the 16th Army's !:"' 

operatio~al preparations for the invasion Of Java .were making excel• 

lent progress. The 48th Division had been placed under the command 

of the 16th Army on 14 January and, in early . February, assembled at 

Jolo. Simultaneously, the 2d Division and units under the direct 

command of the Army assembled at Camranh Bay. One battalion of the 

Sakaguchi Detachment (kno-wn as the Kume Detachment) was placed under · 

the direct command of the Army and ordered to garrison Bandjermasin 

while the main body of the Sakaguchi Detachment prepared tor the in .. 

vasion of Java.. 

Enemy Pre-Invasion Situation 

The mixed and insubstantial Allied forces that re.'Tlained in and 

about Java prior to the Japanese invasion were under the command of 

Dutch officers. Japanese intelligence estimated enemy strength in 

the Dutch Fast Indies to be in the vicinity of 85,000 men, with a 

large proportion of this force being natives who were considered 

very poor fighters. 3 

3. For detail.s of estimated strength see Japanese. Monograph · . 
No. 24, History. of the Southern Army, 1941 - 1945, Table 4. 

Lionel Wigmore in Australia in. the War of 1939 - 1945, Se­
ries One, Army, Volume IV, "The Japanese Thrust;• Chapter 221 states 
that.Allied strength in and around Java at that time was three Brit­
ish cruisers, two Australian, tw Dutch and one Americanj f'ive Brit­
ish destroyers, four American and two Dutchj and some Dutch subma­
rines and smaller craft. The defending aireratt .included some J.8 

9 
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Main heavy weapons of the Infantry Regi­
ment · 

Main strength of the 1st Antitank Gun Bat­
talion (minus two companies) . 

One light tank company 

One engineer platoon 

Egashira Unit l-1a.j. Masaru Egashira {1st 
Battalion commander) com­
mander 

1st Battalion (minus 4th Company) · 

Some heavy weapons of the Infantry Regi­
ment 

One engineer platoon 

Guard Unit Lt. Col. Ono (1st Anti tank Gun 
Battalion commander) .commander . 

4th Company, lst Battalion 

Hotor Transport Unit 

Reserve Unit 

8th Company, 2d :Battalion 

Missions of Main Units: 

The i·lakamatsu Unit will advance as quick­
ly as possible after the landing and occupy and 
secure the Kalijati airfield. 

The Egashira Unit will follow the Hakamatsu 
Unit. It will secure the crossing points of the 
Tji1!_aroem River, isolate the enemy positions in 
the Bandoeng and Batavia areas, sever the enemy 
route of retreat, and intercept the enemy's re-
inforcements. · 

Scheduled Time of Landing: 

After entering the appointed· anchorage at 
zero hour on "H" Day, the first unit will debark 
at. 0130. 

17 
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Reassignment and gperational Preparations of the 48th Division · 

The 48th Division -with two antiia.nk. gun companies, two tank com• 

panies1 ; one medium artillery battery, four AAA batteries, one inde-
. 

pendent engineer regliaent, one railway company, one wire communica~ 

tionscompany, three radio platoons, one river crossing material com-

pany; one bridge material company, a lines of cOllUnunication unit and 

the 45th Anchorage Headquarters attached, under the direct command of 

the 14th Anny, participated in the invasion of the Philippines, and, 

on 2 January, in the capture of M:mila. The Division then attacked 

Bata.an. On 8 January, the 65th Brigade relieved the 48th Division 

and the Division returned to Manila. It was then placed under the 

command of the 16th Anny and was motorized in preparation' for the 

· Java Operation. The plan for the Division''s participation in the 

Java Operation \-ro.s as follows: 

The 48th Division will land on the east 
coast of Java and advance to Tjepoe1 Soerabaja 
and ~1a.lang when, in cooperation with the Army's 
main force, it will capture all strategic points 
and areas rich in natural resources. · 

on 4 January, agreement ws reached between the Division command· 

er and the commander of the 4th Destroyer Squadron· in regard to the 

transportation of' the troops. On the 26th, the Division moved from · 

~la to the Lingayen Gulf area. Both at Manila and after arrival 

at Lingayen Gulf1 units were attached to the Division. The troops 

embarked between 30 January and 7 February. Prior to this, by order 

J 
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of the 16th Army 1 the Kanemura Detachment had been ·organized for the 

occupation of the airfield at Bali. The Detachment left Lingayen on 

5 February and reached Jolo on the 8th. 

• Operational Preparations at Advanced Assembly Areas 

As soon as operational preparations were completed on Formosa, 

the 16th Army commander advanced the units in the first convoy to 

Camranh Bay and Jolo Island. 

On 4 February, the commander arrived at Camranh Bay by air and 

left for Saigon the sante day. There he conferred with the command-

ere of the Southern Anny1 the Escort Fleet and the. 3d Air Group in 

preparation for the Java Operation. 

Because of the Sakaguchi Detachment' s success 1n the Ban.djer­

masin Operation, it was decided that the Detachment would partici­

pate in the attack on _ eastern Java. Accordingly, on 10 February, 

· the 16th Army commander published the following order: 

At da-wn on "H" Day, the 48th Division will 
land in the vicinity of Kra.gan. · 

The Sakaguchi Detachruent will land in the 
vicinity of Kragan and will advance to the area 
west of a line connecting l-1t. Lasem (approxi­
mately 20 km east of Rembang) and Mt. La.woe (ap­
proximately 4o km east of Soerakarta) to Tjilat· 
ja,p 1ri order to cut the enemy's line of retreat. 

The Sakagtichi Detachment Headquarters with 
approximately one infantry battalion will depart 
from :Ba.likpapan under naval escort and land at 
dawn on "H" Day in the vicinity of Kra.gan. The 
unit will be joined by the convoy of the 48th 
Division off the _ coast of :Balikpapan. 

19 
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Transport ships1 escorted by the · Navy, will 
arrive at Ba.ndjennasin at the earliest possible 
date. There they ,n,ll pick up a unit o! approXi­
mately one and one-half' infantry battalions ~d 
transport them to Krag~. . · 

After successfully occupying Kragan1 all u• 
nits will advance to Tjilatjap and occupy the 
surrounding area. 

Th.e commander of the 48th Division will re­
vise the agreement with the 4th Destroyer Squad­
ron so as to include transportation of the Saka• 
guchi Detachment. The Division commander will 
hereafter command the Sakaguchi Detachment dur­
ing convoy and landing operations. 

The Division commander may order Ha.j. Gen. 
Sakaguchi to discuss sailing movements from 
Ba.likpapan to the landing point and the opera­
tional movenent of his unit at Bandjerma.sin with 
the escort conuna.nder. 

Because o! insufficient air cover the Navy requested that .the 
' 

date of invasion be delayed. The Army acceded to this request but, · 

on 10 February1 the Southern Army commander announced the date of 

invasion as 26 February. Accordingly1 the 16th Army commander is­

sued orders to the 1J8th Division and the Army's main force to pre-

pare to invade on that day. · 

On 17 Februa.ry1 the 16th Army commander returned to Ca.m:ranh 

Bay from Saigon and, on the same day; boarded the .Ryujo . Ma.ru. 

In the meantim.e1 in accordance with 16th Army orders1 the Ar• . . 

m:y' s main t'orce · (composed ot' the 2d Division, Shoji Detacbment and 

units under the direct command ·of the Arlrry) under the conimand of' the 

2d D1 vision commander' had left Teka.o between 1 and 6 February and, 

20 
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escorted by the 5th Destroyer Squadron, had arrived at Camranh Bay 

between 6 and 10 February. Upon arrival there this forCe underwent 

further training in amphibious operations and repaired and replen- ~ 

. ished i~ equipment and supplies. 

on 8 February, the 48th Division left Lingayen Gult escorted 

by the 4th Destroyer Squadron. It arrived at Jolo Island on the 

12th. There the Division conducted Anny-Navy coordinated training 

maneuvers. At this time, the Division commander assumed operation-

al co~d of the Sakaguchi Detachment. 

After the Sakaguchi Detachment o¢cupied Bandjermasin on 10 Feb- . 

ruary, it received orders from the 16th Army to participate in the 

invasion of Java. Its plan for the operation was: 

The Detachment, tog~ther with the 48th Di­
vision, will land to the east of Kragan and will 
then assemble in the vicinity of Bloro. It will 
advance as quickly as possible toward Tjilatjap 
by way of Soerakarta, Na.gelang and the southern ·· 
foothills of Mt. Sla.met. It will occupy Tjila.t­
jap and cut the enemy's retreat from Batavia and 
Bandoeng. In cooperation with the 2d and 48th 
Divisions, the Detachment will then invade the 
central area of Java. 

If the situation penn:Lts, the Detachment 
will participate in the attack· on Bandoeng~ 

Movement Toward Java · 

Under instructions from the 16th Anny commander 1 part of the 

Sakaguchi Detachment remained to · protect Bandjermas1n. Its main 

force was loaded on a transport ship to await the southward approach 

• 
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of the l£th Division convoy while a unit was ordered to board the 

Sa.sago. Maru which was returning from Bali and proceed to Kra.ga.n 

· following the main force • 

. The fir~t convoy (56 ships) with the Army's main force abo8.rd1 

which had been at anchor at Camranh Bay since 10 February, lei"t its 

anchorage at 1000 on 18 February escorted by the 5th Destroyer Squad­

ron. Although interference by enemy submarines was expected, none' 

was encountered. Between 19 and 21 February the weather reina.ined 

fair and no enemy ships were sighted. At noon _on 22 February a re• 

quest was received from the 3d Fleet asking for a postponement of 

the attack on Java for two days as three large cruisers, five mediulli 

cruisers and eight destroyers of the British Fleet were in the Java 

Sea. This request was . approved by the ~y and the first convoy, 

which had been heading south, reversed its course to north at Lat. · 

N. 1° 24' 1 Long. _E. 107° 55' at 1500 and sailed on .this course for 

approximately 24 hours. On the 23d it turned and headed south once 

more. 

On 24 February, in the area to the southwest of the extremity 

of Borneo, the Navy sighted and attacked enemy submarines. From 

the afternoon of the 26th, the 7th Cruiser Division (composed o:r · 

the Chokai and four other heavy cruisers) was assigned to aid the 

5th Destroyer Squadron in protecting tpe convoy. en the same day, 

the 3d Air Group was ordered to provide air cover .for the convoy. 
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On the 27th, one enemy plane attacked the convoy but inflicted 

no casualties. On the same day at 11001 the Navy requested a fur­

ther postponement of one day in the landing date as enemy ships (one 

heavy cruiser 1 t\fO light cruisers and four destroyers) had been 

sighted at Bantam Gulf and in the SW1da Stz:aits. The invasion date 

was then set at 1 Harch. 

At 0500 on 27 February, the ships carrying the Shoji Detachment 

left the main convoy and1 escorted by the 5th Destroyer Squadron 

(whose flagship was the Natori), headed for Patrol. 

On the evening of 28 February, the convoy carrying the Army's 

main force arrived in tne vicinity of Bantam Peninsula where 1 about · 

2225 hours, the escort ships on the south side of the convoy engaged 

ene.'lly gUn boats in battle for approximately one hour. After success-

fully beating off this attack, all ships readied their paravanes. At 

23201 the ships carrying W1its scheduled to land at Herak left the 

convoy and, ten minutes later, the ships carrying the unit scheduled 

to land at Bantam Bay advanced to their anchorage. By 0020 on 1 March, 

all convoy ships. had reached their designated positions. 

On 19 February, the 48th Division, escorted by the 4th Destroyer 

squadron and the 23d Air Fleet, left Jolo and sailed toward the east 

coast of Java. Soon after leaving Jolo en~ny submarines were sighted 

but they did not attack. On .the 2lst1 the convoy arrived in l-1a.kassar 

·. Strait. On .the 22d~ having been notified of the postponement of the 

landing date to the 28thi the convoy reversed its course and headed 
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for Balikpapan 'Where it anchored temporarily. Meamlhile, the Saka­

guchi Detachment joined · the _48th Division convoy and came under the 

command of the 48th Division conunander. 

On the 2)th, the 48th Division again. left · Balikpapan and headed - . 

south. Just prior to entering the Java Sea, the convoy was attacked 

by enemy planes but these were beaten off and the convoy continued 

to its pre-determined landing point. On the 27th, the enemy fleet 

was sighted and attacked by the 4th Destroyer Squadron and other u- · 

nits of the 3d Fleet. Heavy casualties were inflicted on the enemy. 4 

The Java Sea battle delayed the invasion of Java by a further twenty-

· four hours. The convoy, which had turned back at the beginzrl,ng of 

the action, resumed its southernly course when the battle was over 

and, at 0015 on 1 March, anchored off ~an. 

Preparations of the 3d Air Group 

On 20 January 1942, the 3d Air Group received orders fr6m the 

Southern Army which read: 

In order to. defeat the enemy in west Java, 
the 3d Air GroUp will advance as large a force 
as possible to the airfield on southern Sumatra, 
as soon as the airfield is repaired and equip­
ped. 

It will cooperate with the main force of 
the 16th Army during the landings on Java. 

4. Details of the Java Sea battle are given in Japanese Mono­
graph No. 1011 Netherlands East Indies Naval Invasion Operations, 
Jan - Mar 42 • 
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The 3d Air Group, therefore, having occupied Palembang in mid-

February., advanced part of its group to the airfield at Palembang 

and from there attacked the enemy Air Force on Java eight times be-

tveen 19 and 25 February. It was reported at the time that approxi-
.• 

· mately 210 enemy planes were destroyed and that the major part of 

the enemy's air power had been wiped out.5 . The Group then estab-

lished a frorit-line airfield at Tanjoenkarang on southern SUmatra 

and advanced its command post to Palembang. 

Thus by late February, Army, Navy and Air Force operational 

preparations for the invasion of Java were completed. 

5 • . The figure given in this monograph is considered far too 
high. Japanese MOnograph No. 311 Southern Air Operations Record1 
states that the number of planes shot down by the 3d Air Group dur­
ing this period was 37 and the number damaged on the grotind was 50. 
The estimate given of usable enemy planes on Java as of 26 February 
1942 was 20. These figures approximate the estimate given by Gen~ 
eral Wavell in the British Histott of the Second World War, The War 
against Japan, Volume I; ·page 42 • 
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. ' CHAPTER 2 

Invasion of Java 

Outline -of Operational Progress of the 16th Anny (Map 2) 

Having successfully overcome the enemy's navai and air attacks, 

simultaneously at dawn on 1 March the main force of the 16th Army 

landed near Cape Awoeran ·and Herak; the Shoji Detachment landed in 

the vicinity of Eretan-wetan, and the 48th . Division and the Sakagu­

chi Detachment landed in .the vi-cinity of Kra.gan. By evening, the 
. 

main force had advanced to the Tjioedjoeng River; the ·Shoji Detach-

ment to Kalidjati airfield; the Sakaguchi Detachment to the vicinity 

of Bloro, and the 48th Division to approximately 50 km inland from . 

its landing point. All enemy resistance had been wiped out and ' all 

road blocks overcome in these sectors. 

At 2130 on 5 ~~rch, the Sato Detachment of the ~d Division oc~ 

cupied Batavia. Early in the morning of the 6th, the Division's 

Nasu Detac~~eht occupied Buitenzorg. 

On 2 and 3 Harch, the Shoji Detachment was attacked by enemy 

mechanized units but, assisted by the 3d Air Brigade of the 3d Air . 

Group, defeated thent. Overcoming enemy counterattacks on the 5th, 

the Detachment r,toved southward on Bandoeng and that evening pene­

trated the southern sector of the defense line at Tjiater.1 

1. Army Headquarters was disturbed when it received reports · . 
that the Shoji Detacllinent alone had attacked en~ prepared posi­
tions south of Tjiater as it had estimated that the enemy would 
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The SakagUchi Detachil.Emt successively occupied Soerakarta, 

Jogja.karta1 Ma.gelang and Poerwokerto. On the 8th, it occupied 

Tjilatjap. This co;apletely cut the enemy's route of retreat. 

On the evening of the 2d1 the R:l.iding Unit of the 48th Di vi~ . 

sion occupied Tjepoe. A bridge was thrown over the Solo River in 

the vicinity· of Tjepoe and; on the 4th, the main force of the Di-. 

vision advanced to the right ba.nk of the Branta.s River via Kediri.- : 

By 6 March it had penetrated to 1-iodjokerto. 

Because , of the rapid and successful. advance of the 2d Divi~ 

sion and the Shoji Detachment, the Army sent the Nasu Detachment 

of the 2d Division directly toward Bandoeng to pursue the enemy 

and transferred the main force of the Division to Ka.lidjati to 

s\.xpport the Shoji Detachment. 

On the night of 7 Ha.rch1 the commander of the Netherlands 

East Indies fo,rces dispatched a surrender party to the Shoji De-

tachment and, in response to a radiog~~, the 16th Army camnander . 

irlllnediately advanced to Kalidja.ti. Ori the afternoon of the 8th1 

he met the Governor-General and the Army commander (Lt. Gen. H. 

ter Poorlen) who agreed to the surrender of all the troops in the 

Netherlands East Indies. 

1. (Cent' d) 

stop the Japanese main strength some distance from Bandoengand 
there take the offensive against the Shoji Detachment. 

The .Shoji Detachment had been· assigned the . mission of oc­
cupying Ka.lid.jati airfield and the crossing points of .Tj:ltaroem. 
River and to prepare, in cooperation with tlie 2d Division, to at.:. 
tB;ck Ba.ridoengfortress. · 

28 .,, 
' -~ 

; 
~ . . r ' ~. · .. 

. . 



' .~ . 

, 

r 

• 

The same evening the ~th Division completely occupied Soera- . 

baja. At 1200. on the 9th1 after all operations had ceased, the 

· Nasu Detachment advanced to the vicinity of Tjimahi1 . the Shoji De-

tachment to the vicinity of Lembang and the 

the vicinity of Ba.ndJ ar. 

Sakaguchi Detachment to 

( 
( 
! 

Approximately ll, 000 men of the British-American forces who 

had escaped to southeastern Java1 as well as other enemy units on 

the ~sland1 surrendered in accordance with the terms accepted by 

the Netherland .East Indies conunande:r. 

The invasion of Java was completed. 

Summary of Operational Progress of Each Unit 

2d Division (Map 3) 

The Nasu and Fukushima Detachments proceeded to their anchor-

ages off Merak as scheduled and, about 0200 on 1 March, successful-

2 . 
ly landed .in their respective areas. There was approximately one 

company of Dutch soldiers . in the vicinity of l-1erak but these troops 

were quickly overcome ·and the landings progressed smoothly.· 

2. The Nasu Detachment was commarided by 1-taj • Gen. YU1nio Nasu1 
commander of · the 2d Infantry Group 1 and was composed of the 16th 
Infantry Regiment {minus 1st Bn), the 2d Reconnaissance Regiment, 
1st Battalion (minus 1st Co) of the 2d Field Artillery Regiment, · 

~. 

the 1st Company of the 2d Engineer Regiment and two motor transport 
companies. The Fukush1ma Detachment was commanded by Col. Kyusaku 
Fukushima, commander of .the 4th Infantry Regiment . and, was composed 
of the 4th Infantry Regiment (minus 3d Bn) 2d Battalion of' the 2d 
Field Artillery Regiment, the 5th Antitank ~tta.lion and the 2d Can­
pany. of' the 2d Engineer Regiment. 
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