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PREFACE

S Th:Ls monograph is one of a ser:.es prepa.red under :mstmctions
 from the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers to the Japanese -

- Government (SCAPIN No, 126, 12 Oct 19L5). The series covers not
only the operations of the Japanese armed forces during World War
II, but also their operations in China and Manchuriz which preceded
the world conflict, The studies were writien by former officers of
the Japanese Army and Navy under the supervision of the Historieal.
Records Section of the First (Army) and Second (Navy) Dempbiliza-
- tion Bureaus of the Japanese Government, Original manuscripts were
translated by U.S. Army translation service., Extensive editing was
accomplished by the Japanese Research'Division of the Office of the
Military History Officer, Headquarters, United States Arny Forces,
Far East and Eighth United States Army (Rear;. { .

. This monograph describes militery operatlons in 'l:he China
Theater from the time of the outbreak of the Pacific war until the
end of 1943, Under the direction of the Reports and Statistical
Szetion of the Demobilization Bureau, the basic manuscript was L
- written by former Lt Col Heizo Ishiwari, a former member of the War
‘History Section of the Army General Staff, assisted by the following

. . former officers: Colonel Seitaro Takei and Major Sentarc Azuma of
 the 11th Army, It Cols Hideo Ono and Kenji Shindo of the 13th Army

 and Colonel Chiyoshi Shimoda of the 23d Army from official telegrams,

notes and personal recollections, It was necessary for the Japanese

- Research Division to conduct extens:.ve ‘research in order to evaluate

“the mfoma’bicn, to check both facts and dates and to add pert:ment
data. In addition, as the manuscript was submitted with very in-
adequate maps, this office prepared the many maps required to
© ildustrate the text, Spelling of place names in this mnograph is
* that used in AMS 5301, ‘ ,

= The editor received valuable assistance in research and in 'kthe
. preparation of maps from Tadao Shudo, formerly a lieutenant colonel

‘ ~on the staff of the 11th Army in central China and later a member

of the Army General Staf’ft‘ and Air Army General Staff.



Other monographs covering the operations of the Japanese

‘armed forces in the China area are:

- Mono No . Title

70% ,China Area Operations Record
72 , Army Operations in Ch:ma
Tl Operations in the Kun-lun-kuan Area
76 Air Operatlons in the China Area
129% China Area Operations Records .
Cormand of China Expeditionary
130-‘/? ' China Area Operations Record:

Sixth Area Army Operata.ons

Period '

Jul 37-Novh1

Jan L} - Aug ﬁ

Dec 39 = Feb bo-
Jul 37 - Aug LS .

Aug 13 - Aug 1S

May Li - Aug L5

166 - China Incident Naval Air Opera'blons “Jul 37 - Nov 37

178%  North China Area Operations Record Jul 37 - May Ll
| _ _179*‘ Central China Area Operations Record 1937 - 19l1

185% D South China Area Operations Record 1937 - 190

% Indicates edit completed.

Tokyo, Japah_
‘31 May 1956
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CRAPTER 1
Operations in Chinese Theater After the Outbreak or
' ~ &he Pao:.i‘ic War
The ou’obreak of the Pacific Var did not au'er' thé’ main objec—
t.:.ve of the J apanese operations against Chlna, whioh was the over-
throw of the Ch::.ang Kei-shek regime It. was hoped by e:cploiting the
gains in battle in the Southern Area to bring greater pressure on the
"Cl:u.nese and, although part of the Japanese forces would have to be
withdrawn from China tob’e used_in_ the so.uth, all important areas in

China wouldv pontinue to ‘}:e occupied; . Hong’ K’°ng_ would bex captuxjedﬁ and
2ll enemy foreign in:f‘luence wou.ldfbe forced oﬁt of Ghins by the con-
fisoation of their ooncessions, righf.s snd int.\eres’os. | Furthermore,

: 1t was felt that if mil:.t.a:y socoesses were followed by adequate ’
o 'poli‘o:_cal and adm_rus'ora’o:.ve measures, the Chiang Kai-shek regime
would ultlmately surrender. e |

Such was the est:.mate of the s:.tuation underly:.ng the subse-
quent plan of operat:.ons agan.nst Ch:ma, the ‘main point.s of which
- were: | ‘
| Japanese forces WOuld continue to occupy the zones ali‘eedy
under their control and would strive to promptly restore peace and =
order in-the strateglo areas of Suiyuan, noz'bhem Shansi Hopeh and _’

Shantung vamces and the Delta Zone 1n the lower stream of the

Yangtze R:.ver in central China, wh:.le in the F%:uohang—Hankou sector |

- every effort would be made to smash the enemy's flghtlng power.
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Five di%risio‘ns (5th, lSth; | 218t, 33d, ;and 38th Divisions) and |
the main force of the air units in China would be fransferred to the
~southern front to sunport operationé' thefe.' ’Th‘e Lth Diviéion Wbuld
assenﬁ::le in the vicinity of Sha.nghal and be placed under the du'ect B :
command of Imper:xal General Headqua.rters. | S |

The 23d Army, upon receiving conflrmatlon of the open:.ng oi‘ the k
Maley Operatlon s would’ attack and occupy Hong Ixong w:.'bh a force ‘com- k
posed mainly oi' the 36th Dn.ns:.on. | ‘ ;

With the occupation of Hong Kong,, a.]l Bfitish, ,Amer‘ican and
other AJ.J.:.ed concess:.ons s r:.ghts and int.erests would be confn.scated. '

All areas where resources of :l.mportant mater:.als were 1ocat.ed
would be occup:.ed and the resources would be e@lo:i}ed to build up
the Japanese wai' powei'. | | |

S:.tuat:.on in Ch:ma Afger tbe Ou‘bbreak of the Pac:.ﬁc War

With the oubbrea.k of the Pac:LiJ.c War, 'bhe Chmese ;orces re-—r
'sumed vigorous guerrl]la. wa:cfare aga:.nst the Japa;nese forces but in
all sectors the Japanese took the :.nlfblativg in battle and beat»them '
off. . | | | : .

In North (,h:.na, :m Suly'uan Prov:x.nce, t.he Japanese Army took the ,
initiative and att.acked the newly orgam.zed 7'hh Lavalry Divisz.on while
it was prepa.rzng fo. action. | . e |

Although the Lommunist troops wi thin the occup:.ed zone of the
1st Army did not take f:,he offensive, they still remained in »Dhgns;_ |

Province and continued to harass the Army and diéturb the peace.
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_,them out. L‘nere was no ev:Ldence of

v,;sector of 'bbis province. i

; Chung in confl:\.ct with the Gonmunists ‘but the Japanese sent ‘fre vf"?’,‘t,..,s:
Pﬁnitive expeditn.ons against both these forces. E o

» : In the Wuchang—ﬁanlmu sec‘bor, on 21; December l%.l tha Japanese

| launched the 2d Changsha Operat:.onl a.nd achieved the dual mission of;‘l

-a d:.versionary operat:.on :.n support oi‘ the Hong Kong Operation and
'/ the checkn.ng of act:.ve guerr:n.lla wa.ri‘a.re. _?' v

In the sector alcng the lower reaches of the Ia.ngtze River,

‘on 20 December the 13th Army started its actmn and smashed the ..

'enemy in the v:.cim.ty of Langch:., south of Isianching, in the area.
'-southeast of Kuen.chih a.nd on the southern ba.nk of the Ghient-ang

T This opera'blon was hmwn to 'hhe (.hmese as the 3d Gha.ngsha“\":
\Uperata.on. See uonograph 1‘ uent.ral Ch:.na Area O rabiens Record 3
1937 - 1 footnote ‘ T -
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: ' In south China, after the fall of Hong Kong severa.l enemy d.i-
‘Vis:mns s which had been gathering in the area east of Canton, grad-
ua.uy r_efqreated and returned to their pa.rent armies.

' kWitﬁ the Southem‘ Army's southward advance and the capture of
| kHon‘g Kong, the 234 A.my was 'antomat«ically relieved of the mission
of intercépting the enemy supply lines. Main{:enancekbof peace and
securlty then became its main mission. | ; |

In smrmary, although the Japanese forces in Ch:ma were reduced ‘
to some gxbent the Chin.ese_ did not dare attack them and except for
 minor punitive expeditions which the Jepenese forces made occam |
' sionally until the spring of 1942 in rorth China, particularly in
east Hopeh, the southeast,;ksou'th and northwest parts of Shansi Pro-
vince and in central Shentung Provinqe , 81l battlef;-onté remained o k
quiet. ' T ' | |

Maintenance of sf.regggh in China - :
At the outbreak of 'bhe Pacific War, ’ehe China. Expeditionary
'Army had under its eomand the following units: o
- Land Unlts

Armies Divisionsj | Brigades
North | Troops under | {or L N
‘China | direct com- - 27th 35th ~ 1st, 7th, 8th, 15th Indep
Area ' | mand.of the | ]J.O'eh | Mixed Brigades '
Army Area Army : : S RS
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"‘Armie‘s Div'isiohs | Brjgades
B B A PV 3d, 4th, 9th, 16th
North | 15t Army f.ls% 3 7th Indep Mixed 5rigades |
Cisa | | L 51;h‘ éth, 10th Tnd .
pres | 12th Army 17th, 324 | ifixed Brigades, 4th .
~ Cav Brigade
AT | Mongolia o 2d Indep Mixed Brigadie'
Garrison Army T , B o e
S 3d, 6th,
11th Army 13th, 3ith, 1l+th 18th Indep Mixed
. 3%, LOth Brigades
 13th Army 15th, 22d, ]J.th Jzth, lBth l7th
. 116th : 20th Indep Mixed Brigades
234 Army 5lst, 104th 19tk Indep Mixed Brigade :
Total 20 Divisions a"'Brigades‘
.éérUnits e R

' 1st Adr Brigade
lreconairregtand.2airsqdrns
(4uth Adr Regt) |
(18th Indep Air Sqdm)
(83 Indep Air Sqdrn) |
1 fighter regt and 1 a:lr sqdrn
~ (54th Air Regt)
(10th Indep Air Scdrn)

1 direct coeperation air unit :
‘ (Sth Direct COOperation Air Unit)

During the battle for Hong Kong, the I;Sth A:Lr Regﬁment"
(1ight bombers) was tempora.rily. placed u_nder the command of the

19



~ China Expeditioni.ry Army and, immediately after the fall of Hong
'Kong, the 38th Division was transferred to the Southern Army.
Furthermore, in November 1941, the 5th, 16th, 21st and 33d Divisions
were withdrawn from the China Theater and transferred to the Southern
Army while, on 15 November 1941, the 4th D:.v:.sion was transferred to
Shanghai. | |
‘ Although the 51st Division, which had been activated in Japan
on 18 September 1941, arrived in China in late October or early
I\Tovembef, due to transfers the 'forces in that theater were still
five divisions short, and it was not considered that there was suf-
ficient strengﬁh to maintain the status quo, To correct ‘_t;hi;s si‘&z’:’.w«k”"
ation, in early February 1942, Imperial General Headquarters issued
an order "bo> the China Eb:peditj;onary Armi;,to. activate six divisions
- by augmenting and réorg.anizinvysb: of their independent mixed bri-
. gades. These were actlva‘bed :m Apr:x.l W:Lth the 69th Divls:wn belng
.. assigned to the lst Army, the 59th Division to the 12th Army, the
58th and 68th D1v1s”~ns to the 11th Army and the 60th and 70th D:L--
k' visions to the J,Bth Army. |
In April, af'ber the close of tbe i’:.rst stage of the Southern
Invas:Lon Operat:.ons, the Japanese air units in China were gradually ;,
augmented a.nd in early July the 3d Air D:s.v:.smn. was organ:n.zed com-_
prisingkali the air units in Ch:.na, which were:. |
Ho, 3d Adr Division
lst Air Brigade |
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10th Indep Air Sqdrn (fightere)
16th Air Regt (1light bombers)
© 90th Air Regt (light bonbers)
Lith Air Regt (recon)
7 5i+th Air Regt (fighter)
18th Indep Air. Sqdrn (recon)
834 I.ndep Air Sq.drn (recon)
8th Direct Gooperation Air Unit

Ground Service Units

Hong. Kong OQgra‘b:.on
General S:Ltua:bion Prior to we Operat:.on |

When fighting broke out in Hong Kong, there was a land force
of approximately 10, 000 Br:.’c:.sh and Indian troops combined a.nd a.'bout
10 ’airplanes -stationed in the area. The main defense 11ne of Kow=-
loon Penitisula con‘s'isted of-éevveral lmes of rillbox pos;}.tions run-
ning from Haw:aichﬁng soubhweSt"of the Jubilee Reservoir to Hm
225, through Tate's Cairn to the vieinity of Hebe Hﬂl On Hong
Kong Island there were gu.ns of va.rions caliber mounted to cover the
~ shoreline wh::.ch in turn, was heavily protected with trenehes and k
obstacles. Furthermore, in the h:.ghlands over]ook:ng the c:!.ty of
Hong Kong, l:.nes of pill box positions had been constructed :Ln depth.’_;

| Up to the time of the outbreak of the Pacific War no grea'b
changes had been d:.sce:mlble in the general conduct of the British
concessions or their milltaz‘y installe:blons. However s f:.eld ma.neu-

vers in the frontier regions were ca.rried out i‘aﬁrly frequently a.nd
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‘reconnaissance partieskfoperated along the British-China boundary.
About early Decehxber; most of thev Britiéh—Indian troops which had
been'séatiéned on ,thev;pkl_ain‘s of Sheungshui were withdrawn to the
_ nain defense positions. When hostilities broke out in Hong Kong,
therefore, it appeazfed’as though the fortress,v;ras ready to meet
“the challenge
Further, the Chinese 4th War Sector Army with 2 force of ap-
proximately 10 divisions confronted at close quarters the northern V
battleline of the Japanese 23d Army. (Map 1) |
Prior 'l:;o" the Pacific War, the 23d Army, commanded by It Gen
Takashi Sakai, had occupied the area sui'round:’ng Canton with the
18th, 10htn and 3&th D:Lv:Ls:Lons ) the v::.cm:.ty of Swatow W:Lth “the -
19th Independen‘b Mixed Brigade,, the vn.c:.n...ty of Shanwei, Tanshtu
and Shenchuanhsu m.th the Army Artlllery Um’c. and the nor’chern part
of Ha:.na.n Isla.nd 'm.th one :Lni‘an’orv reg:unent of the 48th Div:s.s:.on. In
| the fall oi‘ 19&1, when the Slst D:Lvn.smn was :anorporated into the -
23d Army, some.,cha.nges were made in the d:.spos:Ltlon of 'broops.
(¥ap 2) The 18th Division was relieved ofv its garrison mission by
the 5lst Division end moved its main force to'the‘ vicinity of the
‘Canton-’-Kowloor railway.  The 38th Dlv:x.smn, after transferr:mg the
respons:.blllty for the secura.ty of the areas nor’nh oi‘ Chluchlang %o
part of the 104th D:.v:Ls:Lon , moved closer to ,Nanhal and Sanshui. The
Araki Detachment (three infantry battalions and one field artiiiery
battalion) of the 515&5 Division was placed under the direct command |
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of the Army and assigned the duty ‘cf garrisoning Shanwei and Tan-
shui. mAMd-Novmber, one battalion of the 19th Independent Mixed
; Brigade was a331gned garr:.son duty in north Hai.nan Island, re- |
placing the :mfantry regment of the 48th D:Lvis:um, which then
returned to its parent orgam.zation.

Operatiomal Command

On 6 Nov'emi':)cr 191;1,"Imperial 'Generaly Headqﬁa.:ters.crdered vt.hc
Commander in Chief of the China Expeditionary Army, in-ccopeiation
with the Navy, to prepare to attack Hchg Kong with a force of which
the 38th Division of the 23d Army would form the core. Details of
the operation together with the main points of the Centrsl Agreement
reached betweeﬁ the Army and Navy setting thc time of completion of
prejparations as the end of November virere.‘ communicated to him. He
was ordered to carry cut all preparations in the strictest sécrecy. ‘

This plan dld not :Imperil the security of the area occupied by
the 23d Army. An atbtack unit was to be used to s’or::.ke Hong Kong
while part of the Army's force was to check the Chinese troops from
mteri‘ermc i'rcm the north. o J : | ‘ '

‘The main points of the plan were- f

0b3ective~ : ‘ i

. The main ob,]ec‘b:.ve of the Hong Kong Oper~
ation is to capture Hong Kong by destrcying thc
enemy forces.

Policy

In cocperatlon with the Navy R an element
of the 23d Army will attack Kowloon Peninsula
and Hong Kong Island from the mainland.

Strength:
Refer to attached Standard Table of



Strength. = (Chart No. 1.) e
In strict secrecy, the 23d Army mll as-
semble powerful units of its attack force im
the vieinity of Shenchuanhsu while its main -
force will assemble in the v:.cin:.ty of Humen,
Shihlung and Canton. , :

The operation will commence :unmedla.tely
after the operation in Lalaya is definitely
known to have started.

As soon as the battle has begun, Army
and I\Iavy air units will strike Hong Kong and |
its environs. Enemy air power will be neu-
tralized and all important mn_'l.ltary instal-
lations, as well as all vessels in the harbor,
will be destroyed.

The invesion force, timing the action
with the progress of the air attack, will
break across the boundary near Shenchuanhsu,
occupy Mt Teimaoshan and press forward to a
.line running east to west of the Hill.

"~ At this line the invasion force will
prepare for a major attack. It will advance
and destroy enemy positions aligned east to.
west néear Jubilee Reservoir and drive down
to the southern tip of Kowloon Peninsula. -
To support the advance of the main invasion
force, a small sea advance unit will operate
‘near Tsingi Isle. Then, depending upon the
battle situwation, troops may be landed to
the west of Mt Maonshan in order to attack
the enemy's right flank.

- Immediately after the capture of Kowloon
Peninsula, troops will prepare to attack Hong
Kong. Enemy militery installations on such
small islends as Tsingi, Stonecutter and
others must be destroyed before the major
operation is launched. : ‘

' In attacking Hong Kong, troops will first
land on its northern beach and from there en-
large their gains. To facilitate this oper-
ation, as large a demonstration movement as
possible will be staged on the southern beach
of Hong Kong to lead the enemy to believe
forces will land there.

The invasion will be carr:.ed out in close
coczperat.lon with the Navy.

If battle exigencies demand, pa.rt. of the
Army and Navy air units already in action in -
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Chart No 1
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other areas, may be called upon to’ support the
~ Hong Kong Operatlon. :

Movement after the Capture of Hong Kong: |
The 23d Army will resume the mission of
maintaining the security of the already oc=
cupied zones as well as the v1c inity of Hong
Kong. -
The Army will assemble the 38th Division .
and other troops in the ncinity of Hong Kong
and prepare them for new missions in other
. zones. |
The Central Agreement between the Army and Navy may be broken
" 'down into sevex:_i important clatise‘s, riamely: " the objective of the
?opera.tion; its policy; the time to launch the operation; the main
‘points of the operation; the strength of the troops; the system of
command and the division of security reSponsibilities. As the-
k'first three clauses are descridbed in the foregoing paragraphs, there’

v.a.re described below only those points of operatlon which called for

g the coordination of the Army and Navy forces.

R In strict secrecy, the ,Army will assemble
- part of its invasion force in the vicinity of
- Shenchuanhsu and its main force close to Hmnen,
Shihlung and Canton.
. In the meantime, the Navy mll tighten the
blockade in the waters around Hong Kong and pre-
- vent vessels from escaping from Hong Kong or
. coming to the rescue of the forces there.
‘ At the oubset of the operation, Army and
Navy air units will attack Hong Kong. They will
-neutralize enemy air power and destroy enemy
vessels in the harbor as well as :.mportant mili-
tary installations.
~ The Army, timing its action with the pro-
gress of the air attack will, at an opportune
moment, launch its attack first against Kowloon
' a.nd then a.gainst Hong ‘Kong Island.
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The Navy will provide the Army with the nec-
cessary escort force to protect the transportation
of Army troops and to support their landing oper-
ations. Should the situation demand, the Navy
will assist the Army by shelling enemy positions.
If the battle situation demands, part of the
‘Army and Navy air units in action in other zones
will be transferred to the Hong Kong Operation.f
In addlt:.on, it was stipulated that one division and one infantry
regiment ‘of the 234 Army and the main free of the Second China Ex-
peditionary Fleet would form the main fightmg bod;y a.nd tha.t the oper-
atlon would be carried ou’o under the command system of cooperatlon
.between the Arnv and Navy.

. The China Etpedltz.onary Army placed three independent air squa-
drons s three reconnaissance planes ahd %he L5th Light Bomber Regiment
of the lst Air Brigade under the command of the 23d Amy a.nd ordered
the commander of the- 23d Army to draw up an operational plan for the’
mvas:.on of Hong Kong based on the Imperial General Headquarters'
plan. '
~ The objective, policy and time of the operation were the same
a8 tho se deseribed above. The" planned actioq of the operat:.onal plan
'fsteted:

" Durinz the Hong Kong- Gper'at::.on, the Army will
- maintain those zones which it is already occupylng.
~ As the time for the Hong Kong Operation ap~
proaches; the Army will make the necessary rear-
rangement of garrison forces in order to build up
the invasion force which will then be drawn up.
secretly near the British-China boundary lines.

: A1l troops of this invasion force will prepare for
.action immediately in order that a powerful force
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' An Outline of the Tactical Organization of Forces of the 23d Amf
for the Hong Kong Operation (Cont'd)
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may be ready to break through the borderline

- at the moment these tactics are called for.

- The tactical organization of the forces
to be used for the capture of Hong Kong are
as shown on Chart No. 2.

Actions of Invasion Unit:

Simultanecusly with the first attack by
the air units, a powerful unit of the invad-
ing force will break across the border and
attack and destroy the enemy advance units.
Then, denying them the chance to regroup, the
unit will advance immediately to the strategic
line running from east to west of Mt Taimaoshan.

- - Upon completion of preparations to attack
~the enemy's main positions aligned east to
west of the Jubilee Reservoir, the attack will
be launched. The main point of the attack
will be the high land east to west of the
Jubilee Reservoir. At the same time, the ene-
ny in the Taiwai sector will be attacked and
destroyed.

If the battle situation demands, a small
advance sea unit will support the action of
the main force from the Tsingi Isle sector.

To facilitate the advance of the main
force, another unit will cross Tide Cove and
aim its drive from the southwestern part of
¥t Maonshan toward the northeastern section
of Kowloon city. :

Should the enemy defenses on the pen:.nsu—
la east of Tide Cove prove weak, the spearhead
of the main force may be ‘curned toward tha:b :
point.

- On Hong Kong Island :x.tself an attack in
'fcrce will be made on the northern beach.

From this point, gains will be enlarged.

If the situation requires, the objective
may be attained by blockad.mg Hong Kong with-
out attacking it.

During this operat:.on, the Araki Detach-

ment will withdraw its troops from Shanwei and
' Pinghai and mass them near Tanshui, where they
will prepare to meet any actlon by the Chinese
forces.

- The 104th Division will assemble all its
mobile forces and remain on the alert against
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any Ghinese at.taek. o
Supplies' |

- Paocan will be the debarkstion base for mi-
nitions, which will be assembled as near as pos—
eible to Paoan and Shenchuanhsu before the oper-
_ation. If the situation demands, munitions ‘may
be debarked temporarily at Humen. -

' The collection of war supplies will be
completed by the early part of December.

The Army will be held responsible for the.
transportation of supplies by vessels and motor
vehicles. TField supply points will be placed
as far forward as possible. .

- Transportation south of the borderl:.ne
will be as near as possible to the Can’con- ‘
Kowloon railway.

' The amount of ammunition to be stored at
Pacan and Shenchuanhsu prior to the launching
‘of the operation together with that carried by
units, must be sufficient for one engagement.

_ Bridging materials (wood) must be suf-
ficient to build a wooden bridge of about
1,000 meters in length. Bridging materials
(pontoon Type B) will be the amount reguired .

by one bridging materisl company as well as

100 collapsible boats Model 95. The materials
needed for advancing the operations of the
siege artillery must be sufficient to fill the
requirements of the Kitajima Unit. = . -

‘Provisions: Rations sufficient for 90
days for a division. Forage suff:.c:.ent fcr
60 days for a division. ‘ :

Rations and forage must be suffz.ulent to
‘sustain the operational units for a perioed of
60 days. Consideration must be given to the
.supply of rations by sea route for the nnits
“that will operate ‘from Tanshui. !

" As soon as Hong Kong is esptured the 38th
Division will promptly assemble on Kowloon -
Peninsula and prepare for action in new zones.
An element of the 5131; Division will ga.rr:.son
_Hong Kong.

-

" On the ba.s:.s of the above operatlonal ple.n, the 38th Divisioda
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operation was divided into three phases: ‘f,:‘.rs't., to break across
the border and advance to the front of the main enemy positions;
secondly, to break through fbhese main positions and.occupy Kowloon
Peninsula and thirdly, to capture Hong Kong.

Tt was pla.éned that in the first phese the main st.rengbh of
the advance unit, composed of two :mfantry regiments and three
mountain ar‘oﬂ_lery ba.ttal:.ons s commanaed by an Infan‘bry Group com-
mander, would break through the enemy’s i'rontler positions from the
eastern sector of Shenchtianhsﬁ while part of foz\'ce_;v which would em~ -
bérk in landing craft near-Papan,, would land at S_ha,ﬁau am é.dirance
into the Yuerlongkasuhsi Flain. Another part of the force would
start its action from Kaupingfong and advance via Shataukok to the
area west of Taipo. The main body of th;advénce unit,v as promptly
as possible, would drive toward the line of Yaukamtau, 1t Pakshakiu,
¥t Taimeoshan, G;-aés;y Bi11 and Cove Hill confvron‘vsing the main enemy
positions. A’c this line, {,hey would fyre_pe.re for an attagk égainst
the enemy l:t.nes. | o | |

Tne 229th Infa.ntry Regiment was ordered to advance 1ts main
force from the sector east of Lt Talmoshan to Grassy Hlll aad
there await the main force of the D1v:.s1on. The reg:.ment, Would then
assemble in the vieinity of Teipo. | |

During the second phase troops tha.t had arrived at the line of
M‘b Taimaoshan and Grassy Hill .would gradually press forward a.t the

same time preparing themsel ves to ‘strike the enezry facing them. The
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main attack Wmﬁ.d be dj-.rected_toward. the east‘eyrbn side of the
Jubilee Reservoir and then to Golden W11, After breaking‘ through
. these points, they would aim their drive toward the ,,‘seu_vt_.hwesi-;»ern > ~‘
tip of Kowloon_}_eninsula and occupy ‘Kowleon,city. The 229th - In-
fantry Regiment wou d proceed by landing craft to the northwestem
side of Ii lsonshan and, after breaking through the enemy positions
in the neighborhood of ‘X.‘ate'e Cairn, would advance into the eastern
area of Kowloon city. | |
‘In the third phase N arter Kowloon Psn:.nsula was captured they
would prepare to attdck Hong Kong. |
The attack agalnst Hong Kong would open w:r.th a powerful assault
and, after 1and1ng on the northern b_each, ga:.ns would gradually - be
enlerged. | |
4 On 1 December, 1941, after Japan had decided to declare war on
theA'Uni’oed States and Bx‘itain,z- Imperial Genezjel Headquarters dis- -
sued the following order to the commende: of the China Expeditionary
The Army, in cooperation With the Navy, will
attack and capture Hong Konge The 38th Division
“ e 23d Army will be used as the core of this

igﬂge. The operation will begin immediately
after it is confirmed that the Southern Arnv has

2. lMonograph No. 150, Political Strategy Prior to the Outbreak
of War, Part IV. ‘
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achieved a landing or made air attacks on Malay.
- After Hong Kong is captured, the Army will
set up a military government on the island,

Concentration of Japanese Forces

Iunnedia:t.ely upon‘rec‘eipt of this order', the 23d Army set the
invasion troops in motion but, in order to keep the maneuver secret,
the troops were forbidden to move in the day't.i.me. \

 On the night of 1 December, the advance elements of the 38th
| Division, ’co’mpo'sed of the 229th Infantry Regiment and the 230th In-
| fantry Regime’rrb‘which?wei‘e asserbled in the Sa:ishui-Nénhai' area
‘began to advance to the area north of Shenchuanhsu. Advancing only
at‘."r- night, they reached Shenchuanhsu on the night of 6 December.’

The Kitajims Unit, the amy artillery unit that had been guard-
- ing the vicinity of Shenchuanhsu, ‘moved up to Paoan, while part of

' the Siege Artillery Unit and the Heavy Artillery Unit, which had
. been alerted at Canton, marching at night, also moved to Pacan.
ﬁpon arrival, these ﬁnits were placed under the command of the
Kitajima Unit. ;

The Ara.ki Detachment left Shamwei and assembled close to Tan-"
~ shui. ‘ ' _ |

On 5’ Decembéf, tﬁe” main fo'rcé of the 38thbi’vision', together
with other units left the Sa.nshu:.—Nanha:L area, and on the night of-
the 6th assembled near Humen and Tungkuan. (Map 3)

- Progress of Operation

At 0LOO of 8 DecemberQ the Army ordered its troops to start the
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‘operation. The battle began with bombings by the air units aimed
~at the dest;rﬁctioh of enemy planes and the Kaiték 'aiffield.

The advance elements of the l#r;d forces broke across the bor-
der and, without meeting much resistance from the enemy; reaéhe_d '
; Yuenlongléuhsi and Taipo on the same day. .(Map 4) |

Assuming that the énemy wbuld resist 'vs't.rongly at their main
defensivek'.positions, at 1000 on the 9th, the Army ordered the
troops to prepare to attar%k these positions. It ﬁas estimated |
that preparations would be completed within a week. The main at-
tack‘was to be directed against the high land southwest of Juiailee_
Reservoir. - o | ’

The Sano Group was ordered to prepare to lautch an attack
against the main enemy positions from a line stretching from east
to west of Mt Taimaosuan. Part of the invasion force was to strike
~and capture Tsingi Isle, while another force was to 1and on the '
pem.nsula at a point to the east of Tide Cove where it was to pre—
pare for subsequent battle. The Kitagima Um.t. was to deploy its
ima.:.n force z.n the ncinrby of Taipo mth a partial force in the
vic:mity o.f Ynenlongkauhsi- The mission of these forces was the |
des‘bruct:.on of those strong- poin‘bs against which the Spearhead' of‘
the attack was to be da.rected, as well as the overcoming of enemy
' a.rt.:.llery on Stonecutter Island. ' |

The' operation progressed much faster than anticipated. ' On

9 December s While a reconnaissa.nce pa.rty headed by the reconnais-



sance ‘of'ficver} of the 228th Infantry Reg:imént was surveying entmy
positions on the high land of 'Hi]l 255, -Wh:ilehfwas' on"e'ri”o.f the
strong pomts of ‘the enemy main dei’ense lme south of the Jubilee
Reservoir they discevered 1oopholes in ’ohe deployment of the de-
fenders and using these loopholes were able to capture the posi-'-‘
_tmns. This unexpected success spurred the first-line units on
to launch an at’cack against the main enemy pos:rb:.ons pr:.or ‘to the
design_atedvze'ro hour and, on the 11th, they broke throngh these -
positions ﬁith,out much "ppposit.ion. . The tr‘ooés : aésig:i'ed te’ithe"»
ch,faptu:;je,of 'i',singiv Island xﬁade a detour :rvar'to 'Bhe west and,on B
the 11th, struck and captured the island.  Obther troops, com- -
posed of the core ,of the 229th Ini'antry Regiment, man’etiverin‘g as
2 détachment to cover the left flank of the aitack"forces,-cl;m'ssedf'
Tlde Cove on the 10th and, the next day, destroyed the enemy posn.—
t:uans near Tate's Cairn. On the 12th, Japanese troops had. reached
the l:.ne lmking Kowloon ci’oy, Ka.:.t.ak aarf:.eld and Tsenglanshu and,
by the 14th, had mopped up the enemy on the entire penjnsula
Encouraged by the unefpectedly rapid ca.pture of Kowloon pen-
insula, the Army declded to follow this up with an immediate a.t-v g
tack agamsﬁ Hong Kong, thus denying the enemy on oppor‘buni‘by to '
regroup. I'b ordered the invasion troops to land and, without giv-
ing the enemy a brea‘bhing space, to storm the whole island of Hong
Kong. The main points of the plan for the disposition of forces

and preparation for attack were:
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~ - The Navy will support the landing. On
& day predetermined for landing, the Navy
will stage a demonstration movement along
~the southern coast of Hong Koug Island in
order to deceive the enemy into thinking
that the landing will be carried out there.
- The Siege Heavy Artillery Unit will
take up its positions on the highland in
the northern part of Kowloon city. Air '
units and th: Siege Heavy Artillery Unit
will support the movement of the landing
troops by overcoming the. fire of the enemy
artillery and destroying their beach defense
installations. o o ‘
~ The movement of the landing forees will
be carried out with the utmost secrecy. The
main body will start from Kowloon and Taie— -
wantsun and land at Braemar Hill. Elements
‘will stert from the vicinity of Kungtongtsai
-and land near Sauki Wan. R :
Disposition of the troops participating
in the attack on Hong Kong will be as shown
on Chart No. 3.~ '

PreparaﬁiOns for ‘thke landing assaults were accompiishéd suc- -
éessfu.'!‘.ly',, though ot without many ‘c;ifficulties incurred in' the
| traﬁéportation of bulky ‘ipa’,ds‘ ‘oi‘f:j_anding équi@ent ,and materials. ’

Zero hour for the landing was set for the night of 18 December |
- and vthis infdrmatioﬁ was commmﬁ.cate,d,tq all landing tifoops and
_totheﬁavy;, o ‘( : , ,
| At dusk on 18 ,Decvvembézr:,’ Athé Navy began tO-maﬁeuvef ‘as v
though they intended to land on the southwestern coast of Hong
 Kong. The Siege Artillery Units opened fire and amashed the de-
| ‘:f‘;‘énse’ yinstallaﬁions ‘along the covast.to’ the east of North Point, '
thch was‘,tovbe the la.ﬁding beach for the Japanese trbéps. | They, |
o contitiued firiﬁg»tb hold down ﬁhe*‘ rein&iﬁiﬁg epe';zw értmgry. SO
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Chert No 3

Disposition of Troops for Invasion of Hong Kong
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- In the meantime, ‘at 2100 on the' same day, the 38th 'Divis'io:x-»
successfully landed :l.ts asseult troops and these troops :x.mmedi— 2
‘ately proceeded to drive the enemy out of the eastern sec‘bor of
~the island. The ma:.n force of 'c.he enemy defenders re‘treated to- :
: wa?rd\the so*:chhern sector beyond Mt Nicholson, where they offeredf
determmed resistance. The adva.nce of the assault troops net withi
manyeetbacks.: The follow:mg day, the f:x.rs’c. assaul‘b wave of troeps
to the r:.ght of the r:.ght flank came upon a powerful enemy group m
| sheltered posit:.ons wa.t.h emplacements built :.nto the eastern foot
of zﬁt N:Lcholson. The enemy -f:.re :Erom 't.hese posi‘bions was »so heaw :
that not only was the advance stopped ‘but. ’bhe Japanese troops were _
vthrown :Ln’oo con.f.‘uslon. . The left fla.nk u r.s a.lso faced heavy enenw
'f:re from the defenders occupymg a hotel on the southern side of
V:x.olet Hill and t.he:tr advance was slowed down. Furthermore, the
'terrain in this area was 80 rugged and soparated by interlocldng
i'rav:.nes tha:b contact mth 'bhe adva.nce unit was,: at one tjme, en-
tively broken. e b \\
“on the 20tn, the arti]lery units of the invasion force la.ndedj'
on Hong Kong and on the 21st, the first combat line began i'.o re-
;cover from 'bhe :mltiel con.f.‘us:.on. _ e S e
In t‘ue subsequent steges of the battle s the main force suc- ; ,‘
cessrully overcame the stubborn resista.nce of the enemy, gradual—

1y enlarged :rbs gains arxi invaded the westem sector. - Par’o o 'bheij

; advance began ’so weaken a.nd on the 25th, they 1a1d down thei.r
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weapons,
Jape.nese casualtles during this operation were 67‘5 Kkilled and
,079 wounded making 2 total of 2,75h casualties,

Movement of Gh:mese Forces Durmg the Hong Kong %eratn.on

Prior to the Hong Kong Operation, the Chinese ).rth War Sec'oor

A:m had more than 1C divisions facing the ﬁrst line of the 23d
Army but after the Hong Kong Operation had begun they ma.neu:vered
‘seven or eight divisions to 'bhe east of Canton. One army from
_Kwangsi Province and the Lth and Thth Am:.e,s- of the 9th War Séétor
Army also assembled in the Canton area. v'

The Araki Detachment (composed mainly of three infantry ba'b-’
talions and one field artillery battalion) assenbled its main force
in the vicinit-y of Tanshui; It occupied the moun'ba:.n areas to. the
,norbh with part of its force and prepared to- baat ba.ck any enemy :
**oﬁensa:ves. Although during the Hong Kong @eration the Ch:.nese
‘moved abou'b one and 2 half divisions closer 'bo the Ara.ki Detach-_

ment there was no act:.ve fighting,

Adm:.m.stration

Because of the Spec:.fic problems molved in the ‘lur:.sd::.ction
‘of the occupied zone of. Hong Kong, it was deemed n,ecessary ‘to carry
out its administration on a basis entirely d:\.stinc'b from that of

‘other occupied zones in China. For this 'reason,Immrial.Genefd » |
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,Headquarters i‘avored the idea of settmg up & Governor-General in

\

Hong Kong, u_nder :Lts d:.rect ‘command, who wonld direc't the defense

L3

‘and m::.l:.tary goverrmen’c. ci’ Hong Kong. -
On 19 January 1942, the Department of ’c.he Governor—Genera.l of
Hong Kong was created. ‘I‘he Governor—General however s ‘was placed
under the delegated command of ’ohe Ch:ma Expedltlonary Army in regard
to the collection of intelhgence, lines of commnication and main-

tenance of the blockade of southen_fi China.
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GHAPTER 2
24 Changsha Operatlon E

Sltuation'Prlor to the Operatlon

On 8 December 19hl the 23d Army commenced operatlons agalnst
‘Hong Kong.v On the 9th, in concert Wlth the Uhlted States and Brlt—s
ish forces, the Chungkzng reglme ordered 1ts forces to begin guenmJJa
‘warfare against the Japanese Army on all fronts. ' Some of the Chl— '
‘nese armies moved from Yunnan and KWang31 PrOV1nces toward the Burma
'frontler in order to dlvert the Japanese attentlon from the Hongl&ng
Operatlon and troops from the Chlnese Lbh Whr Sector assembled in
the areas east of Canton while two armles from the 9thfwar\8ecter'
,moved :Ln’no sou’ch China.” 1

To prepare for the P201f1c Wer, in early Nbvember Imperlal

General Heaaouerters began to draw 31zeable forces out of all the~
’aters 1n order to commlt them to the . Peclflc area. From the Chinas
theater, the maln body of the air unlts, flve d1v1s1ens and other

units were moved to the Pac1flc zone. The 4th D1V181on was with-
~drawn from the 1lth Army and assembled in the vicinity of Shanghai
and‘two 1ndependent englneer reglments,and part of thek51gealkun1t,
-were reassigned to the'Paeifie theater. This*Withdrewel’mede it

necessary for the 1ltthrmy’to redispose its forces. The 39th Divi-

fvi. Approxzmete boundaries of war sectors are shown on- mag No.
10, "Chinese War Sectors, Jul 37-Sep 45," Mbnograph Nb. 178 North
China Area Operatlons Record, Jul 37-Uav 41,
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sion .a.ndy the 18th Independent Mixed Brigade assumed responsibility
for guarding those zones prev::.ously under the control of the 18th
Independent Mnxed Brlgade and the 4th DlVlS:LOn respecta_vely.
 The dlsposn.t:l.on of troops (both :Er:.endly and enemy) around
Wuohang-Hanhou at this tme are shown on Map 5.

‘With the outbreak of the Pacif:\.c War, Lt Gen Korechika Anami
11th Army commender saw the necessn.ty'for assmn:l.ng the offensive :.n
the zones south of the Yangtze R:.ver in order to. give ei'fective sup--
port to the operations of - the 23d Army and the Soxrthern Army. The .
China Eb:peda.tlonary Army a.pproved his operat:.onal plan and trans-,
ferred the 9th Independent M:.xed Br:.gade from North Ch:.na. to his
'comma.nd as~ add::.tlonal strength. At the- same tme, 1t ordered the
lst Air Brlgade to support the llth Army in :x.ts operat:z.on. , »
| On 13 December > the 11th Amy cormna.nder ordered the 34, 6»th" '
and L,Dth Dlvis:.ons to prepare for a sortie and the 3hth D:Lv:.s:a.on.
’and. the lhth Independent hnxed Br:.gade, then sta.tn.oned along the
Nanchang—Hsz.aochlhkou ra.a.lway, in concert w:x.th the me:o.n force of
the 1th Army, to prepare for battle. All troops stationed nort.h
oi‘ the Yangtze River began thea.r preparatlons in ant::.c::.patlon of
,possmle countera.tta.clrs from the enemy.

The strength of the i‘orces employed in the ma:Ln operational
sector were: |

- 34 Div e Div Hg, e core force of ‘sioc in-
fantry battalions with four bat-

talions of field artillery or
mountain artillery.
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éth Div = - Div Hqg, a core force of nine in-
fantry battalions with three bat-
~talions of field artillery or
mcunta:m ar'c.:l.llery. "

LOth Div - Div Hq, a core force of seven
: ) infantry battalions with three
battalions of field artillery
or mountain art:llery,

9t.h Indep Mixed Brlgade

- Brig Hg, a core force of two
infantry battalions and one
ba‘btery'o .

Sawa Det = The core‘foreefto be 'composed‘
e of one infantry battalion of
the 14th Indep Mixed Brigade.

Tozono Det - The core force to be composed
- of one infantry battalion of
the 181:h Indep thed Brigade. ,

Noguchi Det ~The core force to- be composed f
: of one infantry battallon of
the 3L4th DJ.v:Ls:.on.. B

Eng Unn.t of the Army

- Eng Hq, the core force to be
- composed of two indep. eng:meer
cos, two cos each of bridging
equipment materials and river-
. crossing. equipment materials
i un:.ts. S A

]l'bh F:.eld Trans Un:.t N |

- ’1‘rans Hq, the core force to
" be composed of six infantry
companies, one light armored
vehicle co, two motor ’re‘gi-'-
ments and nine transport

companles.

Cooperat:l.on Unit
- 1st Air Brigade
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After 16 December, the troops began to move into the areas
south of Yojahg, in trains, on ships and by marching. By the 0th,
the 6th Division had completed the assembly of its :orces in the
area adjacent to the right bark of the Hsinchiang Ho above Hsinchiang.
It then p];aced its main force forward close to the river and began
preparations for crossing the river. On the 2ist, th? 40th Division
reached the Hsitang area, sbout 8 kilometers morth of Kengkou and,
byﬁthe 224, was prepared t§ attack the defex;sés east of Kengkou.

By the 25th, the 3d Division had assembled near Lochishsiang,
midway between the positions of the 6th and LOth Divisions and, on
the same day, its main force began to prepare tp assume the ofiensive.
Previous to this, on 22 December, the Army command Epost had beer,‘
brought forward to Yoyang. | |
; The 9th Independent Mixed Brigade and the Tozono and Noguchi
Detachments were hastily brought f@rwa;d to cover the flank and
rear of. the withdrawal operation subsequent to the offensive.

Progress of Operation (Ma2p 6)

At’dusk on 24 December, the Japanese forces began to move. The
6th ﬁivision crossed the lower reaches of the Hsinchiang Ho and the |
40th Division crossed the Shachiang Ho at Kengkou and to the east of
the tpwn; Both divisi;)ns then proceeded to drive the enemy toward
Kuanwangchiao . on the 26th, the divisions struck and defeated the

Chinese 20th Army near a line comnecting Tachingchieh and Kuanwang-
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chiao. On the‘following dey,‘%he éth Division'assembled its forces'o
on the north bank of the Ku Shui near Hsinshih and the w;h D:.vision""
assembled near Changlochieh. ’ ’ _

In the mean‘bime the 6th oivlsln- had sent an infantry ba’o-— S
ktallon to mop up the enemy at Luohiao. i
| At dawm on the 25th,. the 3d Division, wzthout walting for the
'arrival of 1ts entire force, began to follow the advancing 6th Dimyc
'v131on. On.the 26th it turned to the right of the 6th Divislon and
marched southward along both 31des of the Canton-Hankou railway On’e
'the evenlng of the same day, it arrived at the northern bank of the '
Ku Shul near Kueli.x Although the Kn Shui‘was swollen and passage
,was difficult the divis:on crossed it and occupied the left bank
Here 1t met the Chinese 99th Army but - easily routed them. At this
:p01nt the d1v181on estebllshed a foothold for the subsequent of-
ifensive. f?¥foeffy ' | | |

The Sawa Detachment whlch had arrlved at Yoyang on the 25th
was qulckly maneuxered to the violnlty cf Knenwangchiao to cover the
| 1eft fla.nk and rea.r of the Army On 'bhe 27th the Deta.chment “taking
~the place of the troops of the 6th and hoth DIVlSionS, occupied key
‘pos1tlons from the southeast of Sanchlangkou to the east of Kuang-
lwengch:ao and covered the left flank and the rear of the Army.
 Pi Yueh, the Chinese 9t War Sec’bor Arnxy' commander, in an at-

'tempt to check the advance cf the Japanese forces on the southern
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‘bank of the Ku Shui, placed the 37th Army (three divisions) and the
99th4‘Army (two divisions) in well prepared pesiti'ons runﬁing west of
‘Tengehiang to the left bank of the Ky Shui. He also planned to trans-
fer the 30th Army Group (four divisions) from Hsiushui to Pingchiang
to undertake a delaying action, bub was prevented from doing this by
the diversionafy action of the 1lth Army units in the Nanchang ax"ea.:2
‘Taking advantage of the favorable position secured Ey the 3d
Division, -t‘ne Army endeavored to quickly encircle the Chinese 37th
Army but was unable to do this because it was found impossible to
ford the Ku Shui. The 6th and 4Oth Divisions, therefore, built
bridges across the river a.ﬁd from the mofning of the 29th, began to
cross the river. As soon as _they' had advanced to the eouthern bank,
the two divisions launched offensives against the enemy wibhout waib-
ing for their entire forces to cross ﬁhe ri{rer_. _ 4 - |
The 3d Divisién was oz.'dered‘to skirt ‘tl.'le_ rorthern side of It
‘»I‘an.zoshan‘ and attack the left flank of the }Chinese 37th Army, the
6th Division was £o | press the enémj%ibng a line runnir;g from Mt
Hashihshan (12 km south of Hsinshih) to M Taohuashen (8 ¥m south-
~east of H51nshlh) and the AOth D:Lv:n.s:.on was to attack the enenzy to
the east of Ht Ta.ohuashan. o
» On 30 December, ’che 3d D:Lv:Lsz.on advanced along the road from
Ta.m.angchlao (10 ¥m South of Kue:u.) to ‘Hsinkaishih (about 5 km south—
southwest of it E.—;eshlhshan) a_nd soon occupied the town of Hsmkalshlh.

Iﬁ concert with the advance of f.he 3d Division, the éth and vhoth Di-

2. See pege 3.
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 visions attacked and broke through the enemy lines one by one and
pressed the main force of the 37th Army back into the mountain
’regz.ons to- the east. |

The 9th Independent Mixed Brlgade s vhich had arrived near Yo-
yang by the 29‘bh was ordered to guard the left flanlc a.nd rear of
the Army in the area to the north of the hu, Shul. The Br*:.gade 7
: rushed its i‘orces toward Kuanwangchiao and augmented by the Sawa
Detachment (which had been placed under 1ts command) on 2 Januaxy
.began to a‘ctack the enemy at Kuanwangchlao from ’shﬂ= southern seci::zon
as well as from Sanchlangkou 0 Chuangshuchlac (% lczn soutbeast of
K Kuarrwangchlao) and ~succeeded in beatmg them far back to the east.

After the fall of Hong Kong on 25 December, the "nemy i‘orces
that had been mov:.ng into: the ea.stern sector of : 'c.nton apparently o
gave up their plans to launch an. offens:.ve. : Japang's?' intelligence
revealed that the Lth Army had beenrestored to thé 9th 3“§a“:zi%;8ector
/Army and ordered to assemble near Chuchou by l January’

Changsha at that time scemed to be inadequately defendsd. .
Japanese intelligence reported that the Chinese had ass'igned only a
partﬁ_al force of the 10th Army to ‘,guard thef city without ﬁu"ficient

relief trdops to resist attacks.3 The time, therefore, seemed op-
- N b . B . .

3. Tt was learned later that the Chinese had planned to advance
the 26th and 73d Armies from the 6th War Sector and the 4th, 74th and
 79th Armies from Kwangsi and Xwangbung Provinces to a line near the
- Liuyang Ho by 5 January. The 20th, 58th, 78th and 99th Armies were
- also moving south from north of the lLaotao Ho at that time.
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portune for the Japanese forces to capture Changsha and add to the
gains of the present operatlon. On the nlght of 29 December, the
3d D1v151on was ordered to pursue the enemy the follow1ng day. It
was to sklrt around the eastern side of ¥ :t>Tamoshan and drive toward
Changsha. The main force of the 6th Division; after routing the 37th
Army, was to advance to Langlishih (8 km east of Changsha) whlle a
,partlal force was to advance direct to Changsha. The 4Oth Division |
was ordered to use part of its fbrce to capture Wushlhchlen (6 km
southeast of Changlochleh) and‘lts main force was to advance to Chin-
ching Ey way of Uafengtsui (10 km.northAhortnwest of Chinching).

At dawn on the 30th, the 3d Divlsion began its pursuit of the
retreating enemy. The Division advanced .in three columns, presslng
the enemy toward the Lluyang ho. On the afternoon of the Blst, the
left column forded the river at Lichiaohung and, by,nightfall, 'the
main force of fhe Division had crossed the river. On l‘January, the
AD1V151on launched an attack agalnst the enemy in the southeastern :
outsklrts of Changsha castle and, in splte of stubborn re51stance by
“the defenders, succeeded_ln 1nf11trat1ng ;nto the castle. However,
the three divisions of the _Cnin’esé 10th Army that were defending the
eastle continued to resiSt'so‘Strongly’thatithe Japanese forces were
unable to push their drive any further. In the evening of 2 January
'the 11th Army committed troops of.theﬂéth Division, supported by the
1st Air Brigade, to the‘attack and besieging‘the castle on _three

sides (north, south and east) renewed their efforts to overcome the
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‘de'fenders.., By dusk- cf the l;hb the Japenese forces had occupled
all the mporta.nt pom‘ts of the c::.ty and had finished moppmg up
the enemy. - |
By 1 Jant;ary, the 40th Div:‘i.sio‘n- had advanced to thé ‘Vicini‘%y

of Chinching and early the following day ‘they attacked and occup:_eci _
'the southeastern highland near Pamna.ot:.en (about 4 km north-north~
east of Chmchmg). ‘There they made prgparatlons to str’:.ke the
Chinese 37th Army which had fallen back to- the southern 'area. Py
Putang. The enemy‘made persistent sorties out of Putang but was
beaten back: | | | |

| dn 2 Janua.ry, the hOth'Divisioﬁx'reéeived O?deré ‘s;:; cccﬁpy the
narrow passage to the @rth of Chinching and to assemble its main
force near Chinching in ox‘:de;'to_ c§ver the flanks and rear of the
Army. At the s’ame ﬁime;, it was oidéred to prepé.re fOr a further '
advance. On the night of t.he 34, therei‘ore, the Divlslon began to
‘assemble its troops in the v:Lc:m:Lty of Mt Tapashan (4 km west of
Chinching). While assembl:.ng they unexpectedly encountered ’Ghe
Chinese 95th DlVlSan whlch was mov:mg southeastward from Huamenlou."
¥hile engaaed mth this force they were ‘attacked from the rear by
small i‘orces that were making sort:.es out oi‘ Chinching. By ’che :
‘k evening of the l;th t y had succeeded in beatmg back the enemy
’c.hat menaced them from the rear and late that nig,h’c. they .launched
an attack and de§troye.d the enemy northwest of It Tapasha;n.' '

On 2 January also the 1lth Army issued an orc_iér to the Sawa
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Detachment to resume its previous mission. At the same time, in
order to support the Army's withdrewal, it ordered the 9th Independ-
ent h.:uced Brigade to move toward ¥alinshih, 10 Kilometers wés’oe '
southwest of "Chiuching. Accordingly; the' Brigade kéressed soﬁthward,
by way of Changlochieh, overcoming local_enehy troops who ‘tried to
check their advance. On the way, the Brigade incorporatéd into its
command the Sawa Debachment which was following it closely. On 6
Jé.nuary, they occupied Fulinpu._

Reverse Turn After 24 Chanesha Operation (¥ap 7)

As the 11th Army had achieved its pfimary mission of supporting
the operation oi‘ the 23d Army by diver*bing the attention of the enemy
to Changsha and driving the enemy out ofmthevmajor"‘ part of Changsha
ci_ty', on L Jaﬁuary it was decided to Withdra.ﬁ the forces from the
city.

Accordingly, the foilowing ordervs Were‘ issued to 'itbs troops:

- On the morning of 4 January, the 4Oth Divi-
sion, leaving part of its force in the vicinity
of Chinching to cover the flanks and rear of the
Army, will advance its main force to Chunhuashan,
8 kilometers north-northwest of Yunganshih to
facilitate the withdrawal of the Army.

The 9th Independent liixed Brigade will ad-
vance to the vicinity of ialinshih and support
the withdrawal of the Army.

The Tozeno Detachment (Whlch will arrive at
Yoyang by 5 January) will immediately press for-
ward to the vieinity of Hsinkaishih and oppose -
any enemy force that may threaten the withdrawal
of the Army.

The Army's main force will cross the Liuyang
Ho at langlishih and assemble its strength on the
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northern bapnk of the river. The 34 Division
will then proceed by the Malinshih-Fulinpu-
Wukungshih road, (6 kilometers east of Hsin-
shih), while the 6th Division will proceed by
the Malinshih-Lichiao-Hsinshih road (5 kilo~
meters east of the Fulinpu). |
In exécuting this order; the 40th Division struck first at the
enemy 6n the highland west of Ift Tapashan. By the Sth; its main
force had reached Chunhuashan. On the night of the 6th, in order %o
divert the Chinese 78th Army, it moved into the western sector of
Chunhuashan. |
The 9th Independent Mixed Brigade reached Fulinpu by dawn of
the 6th when 1t struck at thg Chiﬁese 20th and 58th Armi,es-, 'which
occupied the western }mou-ntain region of Fﬁlinpu ‘and threatened to
cut off the route of withdrawal of the Arvmy.v On the same day, the
Brigade occupied Fulinpu and sucéessi_‘ul supported the withdrawal of
the main force oi‘ 'bhe Army. v | |
On the 6th, the Tozono Detachment left Yoyang and by the 9th
had advanced to the northern section of Hsinkaishih. There it at- -
tacked the Chinese 99th Army and covered the withdrawal olf the Army.
On the 1lth, the Detachment broke away from the enemy. At that time
it came unaer the command of the 3d Division.
The main force of the Army started to withdraw after dusk on
L January. The 6th Division successfully crossed the Liuyang Ho
by a preestablished bridge at La.nglishih but the 3d Division was

halted in its withdrawal by enemy forces already bccqpying the river-
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crossing point at Lichiachung, five kilometers south of Langlishih. ‘
Th,e’ 3d Division retired under ene.rﬁ.y fire toward Langlishih where i’c‘
crossed the river and, by midnight on the 5th; had assembled on the
northern bank of the river. |

Thé two divisions then followed the predetermined routes of
withdrawal but at Lichiao the 6th Division faced another setback as
the enemy had already occupied the town and the 73d and 99th Armies
were .three;tening to enter ﬁhe area.. east of !t Tamoshan, the mountain
region west of Lichiao and the area to the northeast. To ‘cope wi’ch '
this situstion, on the might of the 8th, the Army ordered the 6th
Division to change its course of withdrawal to Fulinpu and, on the
10th, in'order to facilitate the withdrawal, the main force of the
Army prepared to attack the enemy in this area. The th Division,
however, With the close and active cooperation of the airvunits s
managed to' withdvaw fighting its way through enemy resistance. The
Army, abandoning ﬁhe offensive, sent 'l;he 3d Division to meet the
troops of the 6t'h‘.Division atv_a 1line stretching from Xt kiashihs’nan, '
) ‘k:?.}_lome.tersl mrth—northwest of Fulinpu to Mt Piaofengsr;an s thres
kilometers east of Mt YMashihshan. | '

On ﬁhe_ >7’kc,h , the L4Oth Division, timing .i’cs movement with the
arrival of the 34 Diviéicn- at the bb:abnk of the Laotao Ho, commenced
(:"Lt_s withdrawal and, beating off the enenz;r?s intercepting actions en

N .

route, retired by nightfall of & January to Shiangpichiao, about 3
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kilometers southeast of Fulinpu..

From’the éth, the 9th Independent Mixed Brigade had been firm-
1y holding Fulinpu, fighting off recurrent’aﬁtacks from the wést by
a superior enemy force. Vith the arrival of the éth Division at
Fulinpu, the Brigade began to withdraw its troops on ll‘January and,
by the following day, had arrived at the Ku Shui. |

The withdrawal was carried out under considerable hardshib.k
Not only did the Japanese forces have to fight off persistent as-
saﬁlts from largé enemy’forces - from the night of 4 Janua:y nine
arnies and:mbre than~twentyvdivisions had'swarmsd the batﬁle areas
and attacked the withdrawiﬁg troops = but théy.had alsb been com-—
pelled to escort a large nurber of casualties and rear service units.
The enemy, however, relinguished the pursuit.near i Yingchushan;
six kilometers northwest of Hsinkaishih. -

- By the 13th, the llth'Afmy had regrouped its forces on the
right bank of the Ku Shui, and, on thé 14th, it‘again began to move -
northward. Fighting off minor attacks on the way, on the 15th the
Army reached the northern bank of the Hsinchiang Ho. In the meantimé,
the Sawa.Detachment, which had been temporarily under the comuand of
the 9th Iﬂdqpendent Mixed Brigade, after passing Lanéhihhqg 4 kilo-
meters northeast of Hsinshih on the right bank of the Ku Shui, was
feieésed from this céntrol and sent forward to Fenchiachiso, 10 kilo-

meters north of Changlochieh. The Tozono Detachment, which on the
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ll'hh had been placed u.nder the command of the 34 Di va_s:.on, on the
.12th: when they passed Lanshihho was restored to the direct command
of the Army The Detachment then was sent to Fenchlachiao to cover
the leﬁs i‘la.nk a.nd rear ef the w:Lthdrawmg Ar*ay. )

Throughout this opera’oion 5 ’che lst A:.r Brlgade gave very ef-
fec'b:.ve cooperat:x.cn to the 1and forces y especlally in the capture
of Changsha. and in the accompllshment oi‘ the d:.fflcult w:.tndraﬂal
‘of the Army In t.he ear.Ly phase of the operation the A:r Brigade
”};made sorties w:.th its Lith Azr Regment (reconna:.ssance) but after &
.,Ja.nua.ry the whole force of the brn.gade partn.clpa’oed in the operation.
affcrd:mg valuable assz.stance to the land forces.

'v'Prngress of Battle in the Ee.fc.ern District
of the 9‘bh We.r ‘Sector

In concert mth the Changsha Operatlon s the 11th Army ordered
the BAth D:.v:.s:.on a.nd the lAth Independent Brivade 0 st"r‘lke the
confrontmg enemy W:Lth their most powerful elemen'ts about 24 December.

Apprommately six n.nfantry ba’ctaln.ons of the 34th Division were
;ordered to attack the newly organlzed eney Bd Army 1ocated south~
,west of Nanchang. By dusk of 23 December , the main attacking force

‘was assembled northeast of Hsishanvan 3houkung,'2"{ kilometers south-
west' of Nenchang with part of their force in the vieinity of Ani.
Oh the 24th, t.hey started to advance and after smashing the enemy's
‘méin positions north of Kaoan; on the night of the 27th capturer

_Kacan. Using Kacen and the sectors to the morthwest as their base



the trcop» +hen/W1ped oub the remnants of the enemy in the neighbor-
hood and destroyed tnelr mllltary installatlons. Cn the 30th, they
adwdnced fe rtherbweet smaahlng enemy re51stance éa“féutéi and with
part of thelr strength struck the enEmy in the v1c1n1ty'01 Snancnla—
hsu.on the rlpht bank of the Chln Chlang, 15 kllometers east of
Hapan. Hamnng 1nfllctnd a heavv blow to the Chlnese 3d Army, on 3
January, in accordance w1th Army orders, the DlVlSion began.to W1th-
draw and .by the Tth, haa returned to 1tskor1g1nal statlon.

The iﬂth Indenendent Mixed Brlgade sent four lnfantry-battallons
on a dlverSLOnary mission agalnst the BOth Army Group whlca was then
on 1tsvwayfto,the Plngchlang'area~and prevented‘the enemy from reach-
ing”Pingehiengs On 23 December uhe Brloade leFt Jochi to strlke &he
enemy ih»theeSanta area. After break:ng through three 11nes of
‘enemy defense p051t¢ons on the way, on the 29th they Captu ed Santu{
Here.*hev fouabt off persist ent enemJ atbtempts to recapt re’ the cﬂtyb
and finally wiped out 211 enemy forces in the adjaceqt area.

-1By order of the 1lth Army, en 1 January the Brlgade began to
withdraw‘ité troops and, by the 4th, iﬁ had returaed to the'vicihiﬁ7 
of Jochi. |

Battle in the Northern Arsea of “i:2 isazhze River

Assuming that the enemy would strike from the 5th and 6th War
Sectors in order to divert the Japansse Army's atuenglon from the

opsration in the area south of ths Yangime River, the 1lth lrmy

ordeved its troops stationsd north of the river to prerzars for battle.
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These troope, therefore, took the in;tlatlve and made sorties
te strike and destroy the enemy forces after decoying them into the
range of effectlve attack.-

~ The 18th. Independent Mixed Br:.gade dispatched three infantry
battallons, Whlch were assembled in the v1c1nity of Chunghsiang and
’Huancchlachl (33. kllemeters northunortheast of Chungh81ang) and at
nightfall of 24 December, after driving cff all. enemv securlty unlts
on the way, they approached enemy-pc31tlons established on both
tracts of the Khan Chuan. - On the 25th, the bat tallons broke through
these p031tlons and,pressed onviard to Ghangchlachi 35 kllometers
north of\Huangchlachl.' After overcomlng the enemy located in thls
area, on the 27th, they returned to Huangchiachi. -

In concert with the operatlon of the 18th Independent Mixed -
Brigade, the 39th Division had held a force,ready,to dlspatch to
the Hsiahgtung area. .HoWever; as the Brigade successfully conclﬁd—f»
ed its operation on 27 December, the Division changed its plan and
assembled its force of»five infantry battalions and three artillery
battalions near Laichiatsi, 20 kllometers north of Klngmen and at
Kuanylnssu, 25 kilometers west—northwest of Kingmen. On 30 December,
this force launched an attack against the}Chinese 132d Division and,
on the 31st, completely‘enveloped their main base at Tunglung, 32
kilometers north of Kuanyinssu. This operation proved futile, how-
ever; es the enemy hed already withdraw from Tungkung. The Division

then turned the spearhead of its advance toward the;Chinese 179th Di-
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v:.s:r.on, 1ocated near Yangping, three kilometers north of Yuanan.
,,On 2 January they attacked the Chmese from the rear. The eneo;y-
5’£led mto the wes’oern mountams without offerlng major res:.stance.
After mopping—up the -enenyy remainlng 1n ‘the area, the D:Lv:.sion
returned to its original sta.tlon.
| 'Around 26 December ’c.here were growfmg indications that the‘
enwy was about to te.ke the offens:.ve. At dusk on 28 December,
therefore, i order to take ‘bhe ini’ciative, ‘the Japanese 13th Dl’v’l—
sion assembled a powerful force near Ch:.ench:.apo, five kilometers
east of Ichang. Between that date and 8 Ja.nuary, the 13th D:.v:.s:.on
i’_éestroly\_ed appro:;im,ately two Chinese divisions yhich sought to in-
‘kfiltrate t.heir lines . Although Chen Cheng 5 commander of the Chinese
forces, tried hard to resume attacks he was unsucceesful and the
Division continued until the middle of the month to destroy the enemy
remeining in the area.
| Duri.ng the la.'b‘ber part of. December, a unit of the 3d Div:xsion
composed of appro:m.mately six infantry battallons and one field
artillery ba.t'bala.on, successfully pushed back the Ch:.nese 27th Dn.vi-
sion which a.t’oa.cked them from Suihsien. ’I'hev were a.lso subjected to
severa.l minor attacks fFom othe;e dt‘r_.;'mtlons but successfully pushed
ﬁhem back. -

The obje’cﬁiw}e of the second Changsha Operation was to suppost '
t.he 236. Army's operat:.on agains‘o Hong Xong by preventing the Ch:.nese ‘

from reinforc:.ng that area., However, the operation was not begun
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until the day before the fall of Hong Kong. Under these circum-
eﬁa‘nees; the Chinese were relieved from thenecessitj of reinforc-
:Lng Hong Kong and could freely assemble their figh‘omg si;rength :Ln
the Changsha area. In add:.t:.on, t.he operat:.onal s’oreng‘oh of the
Japa.nese forces was one-thlrd less ’chan durmg the flrst Changsha |
vOperatlon and the strengbh of 'ohe enemy had been underestlmated.
'Therefore s dur:.nv the latter phase of the operatlon s althouc,h they
were successi'ul in the outlymg areas, the Japa.nese forces were
ou’cnmnbered and in some cases, were overcome by the greater st‘r'enn"h
of the Ch:x_ueee. v Japanese casualtles during thls operatlon were 1, 591
kllled and Ly412 wounded also 1,120 horses were k_':.lled and 646 wound=

edbz"-:v |

L. Information in regard to operations of the 1lth Army in this
area was obtained from the memoirs of General Anami, former commander
of.’ the 11th Army.
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CHAPTER 3
Chekiang-Ki_aﬁgs;'L Operation

 General Situation Prior to the Operation

The Nationalist Army resorted t.ovgﬁerilla tactics and persist-
ently conducted this type of warfare. During the early part of
April 1942 a part of the Chinese 32d Army Group and the 23d Army
Group infiltrated the Hsuancheng-Kuangte area facing the a?ea oC-
cupied by the Japanese 1’3th Army. On 20 April, the 13th Army order-
ed a pincer movement to be begun on 25 April against the enemy in
the Tichiang xid Changsing areas. |

At this time, with feﬁ exceptions, the first phase of the oper-
ations in thé Pacific theater was completed. On 18 April, hovever,
| the United States Air Force had carried out mexpectéd at:ba.&:ks on
Japan ‘:Erom an aireraft carrier and, after its bombing rﬁ.n, this at-
tacking force had made its way to the China meinland. Imperial
General Headguarters contémplating fubture raids on the Homeland
from air bases and carriers in the Pacific, as well as from bases
on continental China, with the raiding units terminating their flights
in China, foresaw that air bases in the Chek:.ang area could be used
to advantage by the enemy. It, therefore, ordered the China Ex-
ped:x.t:.onary Army to- cease its operations in the Kuengte area and
direct its efforts toward the destruction of enemy air bases in the
‘Chekiang area.
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The Chinese had disposed the 3d War Sector Army'under'the com~
mand of Yuhan Dou; in the eastern sector of“Poyang Hﬁ. With the
sudden opening of hostilities in the Pacific area; the enemy realized
the great value of this area and sent two arnies” to suppléméhﬁ this
force. The total Chinese strength in the area was then approximate- |
1y 260,000 men - 33 divisions and three brigades. |

The Japanese 13th Army (five divisions and’two independent mi#ed'
brigades), &isposed in the region along the’lower reaches of the
Yangtze River with the miséioﬁ of defending the area east of and in-
cluding Hukou and Poyang Hu; was constantly harassed by guerrilla
attacks. (Map 8) | |

In the Wuchang-Hankou area, the Japanese ll£h=Army (eight di-
visions of Wthh two had been reorganlzed from 1ndependent mlxed
brlgades in February 1942) was faced by an enemy force of approx;mate-
1y 94 divisions (the 9th War Sector Army with approximately 33 divi-
sions, the 6th War Sector;Army with approximately 22 divisions"and
the 5th VWar Sector Army with approximately 39 divisions). |

The J;panesé’Air Force in China did not exceed two }econnaissanée_
fegiments, two reconnaissance squédrohs aﬁd one fighter squadron under

‘the command of the 1lst Air Brigade commander. - (Map 9)

1. These two armies were the 26th Army, which had been sent
£from the Sixth War Sector to the 9th War Sector to participate in
the 2d Changsha Operation and the 74th Army, which had been sent
from Kwantung Province to the 3d Var Sector to participate in the
Chekiang—K1angsz Operation.
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Operabional Command

On 21 April, Imperial General Headquarters reinforced the
China Expeditionary Army with one heavy and one light bomber regi-
ment. ; _ ‘ | ; .

The Commander in Chief of the China Expeditionary Army desired
to carry out operations against the enery airfields in the Chekiang
area after the 13th Army (which had almost completed its prepara-
tions) had conducted its operation in the Kuangte area. However s
Imperlal General Headquarters ordered that the campaign against the
airfields be opened :ernedlately and dur:_nrr the latter part of April
drafted the i‘ollowlng operatlonal plan

Ob}JectJ_ve:

The primary mission will be to defeat
the enemy in the Chekiang area and to de~
stroy the air bases from which the enemy
might conduct aerial ra:x.ds on the Japanese
Homeland.

Strength to be Employed:

<«  The main force of the 13th Army, plus
elements of the 11th Army and the North
China Area Army. The total strength of the
force will be approximately 40 infantry
battalions with 15 or 16 artillery battalions
attached.
Operetional Period:

The operatlon will be commenced as soon

as possible. It is estimated that the in-
itial battle will be fought during mid-May.
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 Qutline of Operation:

- The main force of the Army will attack
~and defeat the enemy along the Shaohsing -

- Chuchi~-Chinhua road while an element will
destroy the enemy along the Hangchou-Fu-
yang-Lanchi road. After occupying Chinhua,
the Army will advance and capture the areas
“around Yushan and Lishui. Shangjao, the 3d
War Sector Army headquarters, will be captured.

The captured areas will be occupied for

‘a period estimated at approximately one month.
Airfields, military installations and impor-

“‘tant lines of communication will be totally
destroyed. :

Separate instructions will be dissued in
regard to matters pertaining to the moment of
w1thdrawa1.

At the same time, Imperial General Headquarters issued the fol-
lowing order: ' -

The Commander in Chief of the China Ex-
peditionary Army will' begin the operation as
~ soon as possible. He will concentrate on the
- annihilation of the enemy and the destruction
of key enemy air bases in the Chekiang area
in order to crush the enemy's plans to conduct
asrial raids upon the Homeland from this area.

In addition to this order, the following instructions were
issued:

. Ground units will capture the air bases
in the Lishui, Chuhsien and Yushan areas.
Other air strips will be neutralized by our
air units at an opportune time. -
~ - The air bases mentioned above will be
secured for a required period of time. The
airfields, together with the accompanying
military installations and important lines of
‘communication, will be completely destroyed.

Such matters as the time of withdrawal
will be directed separately.
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- Based on the above order and instructions, the China Ix-
peditionafy Arﬁy drew up its operational plan. The plan gegeraily
coincided with the draft from Tuperial General Headquarters but
called for 53 infantry battalions rather than the 40 estimated in
the Impérial Geneial Headquarters plan. Further, it seb a minimum
amount of time for preparations in the vicinity of .Chinhu,a in brder
to complete the campaign’as ‘soon as vaSéib]-_é. :The main force ‘of
the lBtﬁ Armyx was to commence its attack a.gainst the eastern flahk
of the enemy's 3d Var Seétor Army from Haggchou on 15 May and the
enemy airzﬁéses in Ghekiang were to Be deétroyed. Part of the llth
Army, in coordination with the 13th Army, was o abback the western
flank of the enemy's 34 Army. The lst Air Brigade was to atback |
enemy air bases in‘kthe various regions.' Troops Were\’to be wiﬁh-k ;

drawn from varilous sectors to reinforce the 13th Army as follows:

Dispatching | Participating | Strength in

' Army Group - Battalions
15th Div 11
22d Div 9
70th Div ; 6

13th Army : ‘ -
: 3 116th Div 5

Harada Mixed
Brig : 3
(17th Div) :
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Dispatching Participating Strength in
- Group Battalions
32Div 9
‘North China |
: Kozonoe -
Area Army Iixed Brig 5
(26th Div)
Kono Mixed Brig ‘
(it Aroy (40th Div) 5
» - 5 Divisions
Total 3 Mixed 53
: ‘ Brigades

As the 13th Army dici not have any m;sbile' lines of comrnunicaf ,
tion units under its command, almost all essential lines of communi-
cation units from the various armies , especially ’t;hose lines oi"
communication units under the direct command of the Fxpeditionary
Army, were attached to the 13th Army.
| The strength to be employed by the 11th Army during this oper-

ation was as follows:

Participating Strength in ‘ Tea
~Units -Battalions - Re;narx{s
3d Div ' . 9
34th Div 8
Takehara Det L pohed fron
. ‘ Dispatched from
Imai Det 3 _ the 4Oth Div
. Dispatched from
Ide Det - 1 the 68th Div
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Participating | Strength in o
Units Battalions Remarks
o e Dispatched from
Hirano Dét § 1o the 68th Div
Total | 26

Tt wes,decided that the 13th Army would begin the operation
on 15 ay without waiting fofkthe'eompletion of concentration of
the strength from north China and that the 1lth Army'would initiate
its operation at the end of iay.

The-China Area Fleet agreed to use part of the Yangtie Unit
and Shanghai Area Uhi£~as well as marine_unite-to carry out maneu-
vers in‘the Yungchia coastal area and ihe PoyengFHu area to clear
the Chientang Chiang navigation channei of‘harassing.enemy forces
and to patrol the Yangtze River. ‘

Preparatlons for the Oneratlon

The 13th Army planned an offenslve agalnst the main force of
the Chinese 32d Army Group and part of the 23d Army Greup which had
advanced~to.the Hsuancheng-Kuangte area during eariy April, ‘Withv
the lléth'Divisioﬁ and the Kono Brigede assembled in the vicinity
of Tichiang (50 kn southwest of Wuhu), bhe L5th Division in the
Wanchihchen area (30 km northwest of Hsuancheng) and the 22d Divi-
sieﬁ in the neighbofhood‘of Changsing, pﬁeparations for attacking ‘

the'enemy‘in the~Hsuancheng-Kuangte area were almost completed.
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Howéver, on 22 Apfil, three days before the attack was to be launch-
ed,jImperial General Headqnafters ordered this operaﬁioﬁ be suspended
and pr,ep'érations undertaken for an attack on enemy airfields in the |
Chekiang area. | | |

As it was necessafy to undeftake this latter operation with the
utmost speed,bit was not possible to work out detailed plans ahead
of time. :At'the end of April,.the 13th Army.began to concentrate
its forces around Hangchou and to the east of that city and, by 13
May, had assémbled approximateiy four divisicns and‘the Kono Bri-
gade in this area. Units from the Nbrtﬁ China Area Army were unéble
to concentrate their forces by 13 May and concentration continued
after the commencement of the operation. Combat units from the
north completed their concentration on 23 May.

From 5 Hay, part df'thebllth Army conductedkthe Mienyang Oper-
: ation,‘approximately 100 km west by southwest of Hankou. It rout-
ed the Chinese 128th.Division and then prepared for a diversionary
attack to assist the Chek1ang—K1angs1 Operatlon.

To ass1st the 11th Army whlch was assembling its forces in
order to take the offensive, about mldyvay the 6th DlVlSlon launch-
ed a diver51onary attack in the Ybyang area. About 27 May, the
Army completed the flrst phase of the concentration of its atta§k—
 ‘ing force. ‘ '

‘Thé‘lst Air Brigade had been ordered to attack the airfields}

in the Chekiang area.' In order to reinforce the Brigade, in early
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April, the Southern’ A?my was Qrdered to send the 62d Heavy and 90th
Light Bomber Regiments to ceﬁtfé_.l China. These bomber k:‘egj.rnen‘ts”
arrived aﬁ} the end of April and prbceeded‘ to bomb the enemy airfields.
The 23d Army in south China prepared to launch a d:Lversa.onary
attack in the Tsunghua and Yuantanhsu areas in coordlnatlon w1th the
Vlnltlal effens:.ve of the 1lth Army in the Chelaang-—Klangsz. Oper -

ation.

Progress of 13th Army's Oberation

| Prior to 13 ¥ay, ‘the 13th Army had deployed four divisions and
one brlgade in an area of approxz_mately 150 km extend:_ng from Yuhang
to Fenghua. The 32d Dlvz.sn.on, whleh had been somewhat dllatory with
its unit conc’entfaﬁion, was disposed as the Army's rear right flank.

| Tt was understood that orders had been 1ssued to the Chinese

Bd Tfar Sector Army to "diminish the Japanese i‘lgh’o:mg strength by
continuously res:.st:mg attacks while at the same time drawing in,
encireling and annihilating their offensive force in a decisiw{e bat-
tle in the Chuhsien sector." Their lines é.ppeared to consie’e of
three fortii“ied regions: tﬁe first positions were in the vicinity
of Iwu, ;c.he second formed the Lanchi-Chinhua line and the third were
~in the v1c1n1ty of Chuhsien. |

. On 11 May, the Army decided ’co advance its main force to south
of Chuch; and southwest of Chenghs:uen by dusk on the lsth, in order
to destroy‘the enemy in the fortii‘ied regions of Iwu, Paitouchen

(30 km north of Iwu) and Changlochen (40 km northeast of Iwu). The
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116th Division was ordered to advance along the Fuchun Chiang.

. 0n 15 May the initial offehsi{re was launched and progressed
faéter than had beeﬁ anticipated. Under the 'circumstanc‘es it was ‘.
decided that‘the 224 Division would begin to deploy its i‘orgés
from the léth in order to be prepared for an atté.ck on enémy posi-
tions in the viéinit;} of Twu. With the retreat of the Chinese Pro-
visional 9th Army in the Changlochen area, however, the 13th Army
ordered that /pre‘paratiéns be begun on the evening of the 18th to
rouﬁ the Chinése main st.rer;g;ch in the vieinity of Iwu and in the
area eastt of Chinhua. ‘The 22d Division opened its attack ahead of
time at 1600 hours on the 18th and the various other divisions be-
gan attacking at dawn an. the 19th. By the evening of the 22d the
Japanese forées had occupied the sector to the east of Chinhua and
the enemyfhad gathered its remaining force to strengthen the defense
positions in the Chinhua—laﬁchi» area. (Map 10)

The 13th Army shifted its weight? to the right flank and decided
‘again to attack the enemy. The advance of the 116th and 32d Divi-
sions }into ﬁhé area south of Chiente was_accelerated. ’i‘he lSth- Di-
vision was moved from the Ch:.nhua fron’c to the Lanchi front and the
70th Div:i.sion wa§ moved from the left flank to the Chinhua front.
‘Each Division proceéded as ordered and, on the night of the éhth, ;
_the 116th Division assembled to the south of Chiente , The 15th- Divi-

sion to the morth of Lanchi and the 70th Division to the west  of
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Hsiaoshunchen. The 22d Division then moved to the mountain line
north of Wui and prepared to launch its’attack, while the Kono
Bfigade, in the érea'southeast of Chinhua, prepared to pursue the
eromy. |

Reports gathered from reconnéisSance planes and other sources
after 23kmay indicated that the enemy had startgd to retreat and
had no intention of making any major resistanqe. ‘ On:the'evehing
of the 24th, therefore, the Army decided to pursue the enemy to-
ward Chuhsien without halt in order o force a decisive battle.
The 32d Division, w»;hi;:h had.besn disposed on the right flank of
‘the lléth‘Division from 23 lay, faced the southwest and, on the
night of the 26th, crossed the Fuchun Chiang in a northeasterly‘
direction from Shouchang. ~ On the 25th, the 116th Division com-
pleted fording the Fuchun" Chiang and, on the 26th, advanced into
the area northwest.ofwlanchi' ,j |

On the 25th, the 15th‘Diﬁision began its attack on the enemy
stronghold at Lénchi‘and, on the afternoon of the same day, the
70th‘Division attécked the enewy in Chinhua. The Kono Mixed Bri-
gade advanced into the region east of Lungyu. Also, on the 25th,
the 22dﬁDivi$ion captured enenmy positions‘inkthe;area southeast of
Tangchi. ; VA v |

‘ Whilé the battle'siﬁﬁationvon the left wing was‘extremely

favorable,xenemy resistaace on the Chinhua and Lanchi fronts had
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been underestlmated. Believing that‘there was a great pdssibility
of capturlng the enemy in this area, at 1300 on the 26th the 13th
Army ordered its forces to "capture the 1solated enemny in the
Chinhua4Lanéhi_region and simulténebusly to continue the~gprsuit§"
Two infantry'battalions from the 22d Division and two from the Kono
Mixed Br1 ade (both left wing units) were ordered to proceed to-
ward Chlnhua and cooperate with the 70th Division in capturlngrtne
town. '

In view of the fact that the 3d War Sector Army had concentratad
its maln force in the v1c1n1ty of Chuh31en, the 13th Army ordered a
change from pursult of the enemy to an attack on prepared p051tlons
in the v1c1n1ty of Lungyu |

- In order to capture the enemy fleeing from Chinhua to the south
and to prepare for the operation against Llshul, the Kozonoe ixed
Brigade wasAdirected to mob up thé enemy in the Yungkang and Wui
areas. However, the‘Brigade was delayed in assembling and did not
reach the’ area south of Tungyang until 26 May. On the 28th, Lanchi
and Chinhua capitulated. On the 29th the 70th Divisiqn was ordered
to garrison the Lanchi area and the 15th Division was ordered to
‘move toward,the area north of Lungyu{ Other divisions had already k
advanced to the Lungyu sector. " |
| At thls time, the 70th Division was ‘responsible for the secu-

rity of .the sectors,along the Chekiang-K1angs1 railway, east of
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Lungyu and Chinhua, whilé the Harada Brigade was fespénsible for
the Security of the Fﬁchun Chiang area. | |

| The main force of the 3d Var Sector Army had concentrated its
forces in the neighborhood of Chuhsien énd it was evident that the
_eneny intended to resist stubbornly in this area.

The Army'méssed its main force on the left;wing and planned
to capture Chuhsien by penetrating thebehemj pqsitions from both
sides of the town, thus capturing and annihilating the enemy with 
one stroke.:‘The‘SZd and 116th Divisions were ordered to launch
attacks from the righi:, wing, that is, from the north of Chuhsien
while the Fono Mixed Brigade and the i5th and ?2d’Divisions ﬁere
to iaunch attacks frém ﬁhe central and left wiﬁgs."The Kozomoe
: Mixed;Brigade was sent to'the‘Lungyu area (temporarily’suspending :
the Liéhui Qperation)‘to pfepaﬁe for flank attacks from the enemy's

26th Army in the north and the 74th Army in the south.
- The initial attack was to begin on 3 June. The Japanesevfcrces
were instructed to move forward on ﬁhe-lsﬁ and to have attack prepa=-

rations completed by the night of the 2d.

The aﬁtack;_as-planned, ﬁommenced on 3 June. 'The battle situ-
ation progressed favorably and, on the 4th, the enemy‘was’completely

encircled. vHowever, durihg the night of the Lth thére was a sudden

heavy downpour of rain which swelled the rivers and enemy reinforce-
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ments appeared to arrive frpm the south and the southwest. In
spite of this and the fact that the enemy resisted stubbornly, on
7 June Chuhsien was captured. |

The Army then decided to pursue the enemy toward \uangfeng.
The Kono Brigade and the 116th D1v151on concentrated their troops
-1n the v1cln1ty of Chuh31en while the 324, 15th and 22d DlVlSlonS
pursned the enemy. Although the flood retarded the progress of
the pursuit; on 12 June the 32d Division seized Yushan. At dawn
on the 14th, the 22d Division captured Kuangfeng and that night
occupied Shangjao. On the 15th, in accordance with Army orders,
the l5th Dlvision occupled Kuangfeng.

On 20 Lay, in concert W1th the prlncipal operatlon of captur-
1ng Chuh51en, the Army planned to use the Kozonoe Brlgade to at-
tack and ecapture Lishui. - During the operatlon to capture Chuhsien
" the Lishui Oéeration was halted tempo?arily, On 16 June, sub- o
sequént to thé successful capﬁure of Chuhsien, the Brigade advanced
.toward Lishui. At this time, the 70th Division was deployed to
protect the rear of the advancing Brigade. On the 19th, the Bri-
‘gade aséembled near Wui. On the 22d, it léft this area and on the
’2Ath capturéd Lishui and itsbairfield. At this time the 70th Di-
vision dlspatched an infantry battallon to both Wul and Yungkang

,to serve as a rear guard.

On 12 June, the Commander in Chief of the China Expeditionary



Army reported‘the;cépture of Yushan and Néncheﬁg toflﬁperial General
Headquarters and reconmended that the'Chekiang—Kiangsi Operation now
be undertaken in order to inflict a heavy blow on the enemy. Im~
pefial General Héadquarters concurred and instrucﬁed the Commander
in Chief of the China ExpeditionaryrArmy to “cénduct the dpéfation
in the region east of Nanchang and, if necessary,‘along the Chekiang-
Kiangsi railroad."” On 30 Jﬁne, the Yazu Detachment (two infantry
battalions as a nucleus and commanded by Maj Gen Yazu) left Shangjao.
On 1l July; having pénetrated the forces confronting it, the Yazu |
Detachment/joiped the Iwanaga Detaéhment of the 11th Army at Heng-
feng. |

The Navy closely cooperated wibh‘ﬁhe‘Army £o-keep‘the lines of
communication clear by sweeping miﬁes from the Fuchun Chiané and by
carrying out diversionary actions along the entire coaét of central

“and southern China.

Prboréss of the 11th Army's Operation

On 27 May, the 1lth Army had staged the first phase of the
cbncentratlon of its main force in the region along the left bank
‘of the Kan Ho but just before launching the offensive the assembly
area was shlfted to the right bank of the river. The Imai and Ide
Detachments were concentrated at Wanshechleh, the‘Bd Division at
‘Shafoutan and the 34th Division in £he neighborhood of Hsighfoushih.

The enemy southeast of Nanchang had deployed three garrison

99



groups (militia) in Kiahgsi Province between the Kan Ho and the
Fu Ho and the 100th Army on the right bank of the Fu Ho.

On 31 May, after sunset the Japanese forées‘began fording the
Fu Ho from the concentration srea of the second phase and defeated
the enemy on both banks of the viver. By might of 3 June, the Army
had advanced éo a line linking Chinhsien, Yunshanshih and the west-
ern Linchuan Mbuntains. The enemy, wlthout puttlng up effective
resmstance, retreated to the south and southeast. (uap 11)

The Chlnese 79th Army of the 9th ﬁar Sector Army had crossed
the Kan Ho and advanced in an easterly direction. On 4 June they
assembled at aﬁd in the regién southwest of ILinchuan. ustlmatlng
that thls army might try to join forces with the 3d War Sector Army,
the 11th Army decided to destroy the 79th Army in the region south-
west of Linchuan. On 3 June, the Iwanaga Detachment,rwith three
infantry battalions of the;BAth Division as its nucleus, was pléced
under the direct.échtrol of the>1lth,krmy. The Detachment moved
along the Chekiang-Kiangsi railway and directed its attack against
Tunghsiang. | The main fbrce of the 11th Army was so disﬁosed aé té
make possible the shlftlng of men to the left bank of the Fu Ho.
On the hth therefore, the Imal and Ide Detachments supnressed enemy
‘gctivities in the Yinchlhsu and Chanplnghsu areas and, on the night
:of the same day, the 3d D1v1510n routed the enemy and captured
Lanchuan. On the night of 5 June, the 34th Division and the Take-

R
hara Detachmentfadvanced to the area south of Sanchiangkou. Al-
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though pért of the Chinese 79th Army was\annihilatedwin the area
'ar¢und Liﬁchuan its main force was believed to be lo§é£ed in
Hsiutsaifou‘and the region betweeh Iinchuan ahd Chungjen.,”There-
fore, the 79th Army's escape routes to the west and southwest‘were
severed and 11th Army units dep1§3;ed to destroy the enemy's main
force southwest of Chanpinghsu. kTﬁé 3d Division advanced along the
left bank of the Ihuang Shul from Lanchuan and, coooeratlng with
the Imai Detachment W1ped out ‘the enemy in tnat area. On the 8th,
part of the d1v1310n severed the enemy escape routes in the area
around Chungjen. The main force of the 34th Division, relnforced
by the Ide Detachment upon its arrivallat Sanchiangkou, together
‘with the Takehara Detachmeﬁt,badvancediﬁp the area southwest of
the Paﬂmachai-TuchiaWei line,;thus cutting off the enemy’s escape
route in this region.' Between 6 and 8 June, the 79th Army was
defeated in the sector between Chungaen and Linchuan on the west
bank of the Thuang Shui. B

On 7 June, the lBth Army captured Chuhsién-and thgn prepared
to attack Shangjao. Realizing the importance of occupying Nencheng
and Yingtanchen at this time, on the night of 9 June the China Ex-
peditioﬁary Army ordered‘tﬁe 11th Army to‘captuz;é\thesevpoints°
Thereupon, iheblltﬁﬁﬁrmy ordered thé 3d Division and the Takeﬁara
“Qetachment to pursue the enemy toward Nancheng. After mopping up

the enemy forces remainingkalong the western bank ofxthe Thuang
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Shui, the 11th Army'concentrated the 34th DlYlolOR to the east of
Linchuan, the Imai Detachment at Linchuan and the Ide Detachment in
the v1cln1ty of Sanchiangkou and made these three units respon51ble
for the A;my's rear flank and water routes.

Receiving a repoét on 9 June that the scattered Chinese 79th
Army was gradually assembling its strength in the vicinity of Nan—v
cheng, the 3d Division and Takehara Detgchment set out in pursuit
kof the enemy. On the 1lth and lzth,‘these units.annihilated enemy
forces in the area and occupied Nancheng and its airfield. |

On 10 June, the Iwanaga Detachment occupied Tengchiafou.

As the Chinese 100th Army had capturéd the.Yingtanchen’sector
‘along the Chekiang-Kiangsi railway line, it stood in the way of the
11th Apmy's eastward advance along the line. The 1lth Army, there-
fore, having attached the Inanaga Detachment to the 34th’ Division,
transferred the Division from Linchuan to the Chekiang-Kiangsi
raillway areé in order that it might cooperate with the 13th Army's
campaigns. At the same time, it ordered the Takehara Detachment‘to
maintain Nancheng and the 3d ﬁivision to concentrate its strength _
near Chinchi by the 15th and await further orders.

On 15 and 16 June, the 34th Division, assisted by the air’force,‘
struck at the enemy between‘Yingtanchen,and FKueichi and, on the léth;
captured Fueichi.

The Iwanaga Detachment continued to advance and on 1 July con-

tacted the Yazu Detachment of the 13th Army at Hengfeng.
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Temporary Occupation of Tracts along the
Chekians-Kiangsi Railway

In order to destroy and prevent the,recoﬁstruction of enemy
airfields along the Chekiang-Kiangsi railway, and to transporﬁ cap-
tured materials, particularly railway material, to the reér area
Imperial General Headquarters planﬁed to occupy temporarily the
region along the railway line.

At this time the 13th Army had only one railway battalion
under its commaﬁd. So that the captﬁred materials might be trans-
‘ported to the rear érea, therefore, Imperial General Headquarters
transferred three railway battalions féoﬁ the Kwentung Army to the
13th Army. These battalions arrived atf\Hang‘chbu about the middle
of June.

For the purpose of strengthening the garrison force, during
the latter part of June, the Commander in éhief of the China Zx-
‘peditionary Armytreinforced the lBth:Army ﬁith the Nara Detachment
(two infantry battalions)® from the North China Area Army.

It wag estimated that the périod of occuéation of the‘Chekiang-

Kiangsi railway area for the purpose of transporting supplies to the

2. The basic manuscript shows three infantry battalions. The
Commander in Chief of the China Expeditionary Army actually ordered
three infantry battalions to be sent, but because of the tense situ-
ation in north China, the lNorth China Area Army was able to send
only two infantry battalions.
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rear area would be approximately one month, however, bad weathser
and other factors extended the required period of occcupation to
two monthse.

Garrisonine and Offensive Operations
by the 13th Army

As the territoryvoccupied by the iBth Army increased; the
task of‘supervising certain sectors was gradually placed under the
command of the divisions. The Army began its occupation around 20
Juné and, subsequent to the capture §f Shangjao, the following
sectors along the Chekiang:Kiéngsi railway were placed under the
command of the designate&ﬁaivisions: |

224 Division cessesss Vieinity of.Shangjao ‘
33d Division ........ Vicinity of Yushan
15th Division «...... Vicinity of Kuangfeng

RKono ifixed ‘ ' ,
Brigade eeseecesceeso Vicinity of Chiangshan

116th Division s..... Vicinity of Chuhsien and
Lungyu

70th Division ....... The Chekiang-Kiangsi
railway north of and
including the Chin-
hua-Lanchi sector.

Harada iixed

Brigade ceeecccecsees Along the Fuchun Chiang
After the withdrawal
of the Fuchun Chiang
Lines of Communication
Unit on 12 July, the
Brigade concentrated
its strength at Lungyu.
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The Chinese apparéntly estimated that, as in the past, the
Japénese férces would withdraw immediately after the offensive.
They, therefore, conducted an offensive on the western front but
were repulsed. On the other fronts and within the.occupied area
‘there were guerrilla attacks bub no counterattacks on a large séale
were undértaken. ‘Duriné this time the 13th Army successfully cén— |
ducted the Yungchia and Sungyéng Cperations, deétroyed airfields
and other mi}iﬁary installétions and”tranSported:confiscated'mate-
rials to the rear area. (Map 12)

Yungchia Operation

The objectives ofAthis.operatidn were td destroj thé‘trans~rn
vportation routes by which Chinese junks, as wéll as British and
American submarines, were smuggliﬁg supplies intc thexchiﬁeSe and
also to déstroyvthose bases at which these submarinés Wére being
»refuelled énd repleﬁishéd by the Chinese.’

On 2 July, the 13th Army ordered the Kozonoe Mixed:Brigade at
Lishui to proceed to the neighborhood of Tungehia and in order to
protect the Brigade's rear, the 70th Division was ordéréd to main-
tain the area in the vicinity of Lishui.

On 7 July, the Brigade (minus one infantry battalion and one
mountain artillery company) left Lishui énd, destroying the énemy
on the way,‘capﬁured‘Yungchia on the 1lth. At thévsame time the

70th Division disposed the main force of the Nara Detachment in the
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vicinity of Lishui.

:On the 12th, after penetrating underwater obstacles (including
small craft which had been sunk by the floods) the Navy landed and
destroyed the enemy located in the sector below Yungchia. On the
léﬁh,.it began clearing the hazardous Ou Chiang for navigation and;‘

by the 20th, the sea route to Ynngchia had been cleared.

Surgzang Operation

This_ operatlon was conducted in order to defeat the eneny in
the Sungyang area and to destroy the remalnlng enemy bases in Che-
klang Prov1nce.

On 28 July, in accordance with lBth Army orders, the harada
Mixed Brigade (prlnclpally composed of four infantry battalions)
left the Lungyu area and on 1 August captured Sulchang. The
Brlgade, together with the recently attached Nara Detachment then
initiated a pincer movement to the west of Sungyang and on 3
August, captured,thiS'sector.

In order ﬁﬁat confiscated materials mighﬁ be transported to

- the fear‘areas as expediticuslﬁ asjpossible the railways had to be
repaired.. Climatic:conditicns retarded.the progress of this work
but on 30 July the rallways were finally ready for use.

| Rallway equipment located east of Yushan was the principal
materlalgconfiscated and in order to transport this materlal to the

area west of Chlnhua as planned, it was necessary to use the
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railways, wvehicles and civilian vessels.

The destruction of airfields fv’as assigned to the following di-
visions: Yushan airfield, 224 Di{ri‘sion;‘ Chuhsien_airfield; 116th
Division and Lishui airfield; 70th Diviéion. Subsequent to the oc~
cupation of captured areas, the divisions began the destruction of
the airfields and by the middle of August had complebed bhis as-
Signment. | |

1ith Army's Operation in the Chekiang-Kiangsi Area

On 16 June the 1lth Army captured the key position of Kueichi
on the Chekiang-Kiangéi rai}way line and ordered the 34th Division
to defénd the area a'ldng the railway. In order to prepare for any
counterattacks the Army deployed the 3d Division in the vieinity of
Thawan, the Takehara Detachment in the Nancﬁeng area, the Imai Detach-
ment, in the neighborhood of Linchuan and the Ide Detachment near
Sanéhiangkou. (Map 135 ‘

~ Prior to this, the Hirano Detachment, in "cooperatior’x with the
Navy, made an assault near Tuchang arid, ‘on 15 Jﬁne, ianded at the
mouth of the Hsin Ho. The Detachment then sailéd‘up the Hsin Ho and
maintained the water route in the lowef reaches of the river near
Kueichi. This water route and the Fu Ho water route played an im-f
portant roie in the transportation of material during the occupation.

With the failure of the 79th Army to occupy Linchuan, Pi Yueh,

commander of the 9th War Sector Army, placed the 58th Army (two di-
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visions) under the command of the 4th Army (3 divisions) which
during the\l;tter part of May had moved eastward from Changsha to
Liuyang. At the same time, he issued strict orders to recapture
Linchuan. Durlng the latter part of June the 58th Army captured
the line of heights on the left bank of the Fu Ho, west of Lin-
chuan and the 4th Army, passing along the east bank of the Thuang
Shui, graduallj moved in on Linchuan. The 11th Army waited for an
opportunity to counter this enemy thrust. The 4th Army began to
shift into defensive positiomA along the Linchuan-luwan sector and,
taking advantaée of this, the 1lth Army decided to destroy the enemy
The attack opened on the night»of 25 June.

The Tﬁkehara Detachment spearheaded the thrust toward Chungjen
.and cut the enemy escape routé. The 3d Diwision; after seizing the
maih force of the 4th Army along the banks of the Thuang Shui,'ad~
vanced toward Chungjen, while the Iméi Detachment advanced along
the Thuang Shui to Thuang. It theh disposed its strength in this
sector in order to cut the eneny's escape routes.
| The 11th Army concentrated its siege to the region between
Thuang and Lichi and by the 30th, had annihilated the main strength =
of the Chlnese Lth Army. | | |

During this operatlon the Chinese 58th Army had been ordered to

attack the flanks of the 1lth Army, but, on the night of 30 June, the

58th7Army withdrew to a line ruaning from north to south of Hsiutsai-
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fou.

. Having adjusted its fighting strength along the Thuang Shui,
the 1lth Army decidved‘to use the 3d Division and the Takehara,
beytacMent ’c.o destroy the 58th Army which was then retreéting from
the Chungjen area. The 3d Diﬁsion was ordered to abtack the enemy
at Paimachai and Hsiutsaifou. The Takehara De‘ca.chmént, after de-
stroying the enemy in the Paipo area, was to advance through the
Fengcheng Shui i_ralley into thve_Tsexﬁgtsunv sector. Part of the De-
tachment was to thrust toward ‘(.Jhangshtichex"i and cut the enemy's
escape routes. - |

The attacking units began their offensive as planned. | The
enemny in 'bhé Hsiutsaifou area stoutly r_e,,,svisted urftil their'reaf
units finally began to retreat to the ‘Changshuchen area. The 1llth .
Army immediately d:-i.spa.tched units from \;c,he Takehara Detachment and
"Eh’e. 3d Division to Changshuchen. The' Ide Detachment also partici-
pafed in‘ this engagemen’r;. By the evéning yof 6 July, the 11lth Army
had anm.hilated the main force of the 58th Army in the area east.
oi‘ Chiaotu.ng, and the defeated enemy fled to the d:.sta.nt mountains.

\ Dur:\.ng the early part of July, the Ima:L Detachment destroyed
the I\fa.ncheng Anrfleld. ,

About m::.d—July, the 11th Army ordered the return of the main
_‘force of the 3d Division and the Imai and Takehara Detachments to

ltheir emg:mal statmns s when the 3d Division was to be reorganized.
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The remaining units (composed mainly of 15 infantry battalions and
7 mbuntain.értillery battalions) were ordered to maintain the line
from the vicinity‘of Wuwan along ﬁhe lower reaches of the Fu Ho,
~the region along the Chekiang-Kianc-_ railway west of Kueichi and
the Hsin Ho. These units were also ordered to cooperate with the
13th Army. Upon its return, the Takehara Detachment took up posi-
‘tions in the'neighborhood\of Nanchang as an Army reserve unit.
Estimating that the partial withdréwal of Japanése forces meant
a withdrawal on all fronts, the enemy shlfted the 35th ArmJ (whlcn
had been faclng the 13th Army) and other unlts to the 11th Army
front, and in the latter part of JuLy, became active along this
front, | ‘
| To facilitate futufe Withdrawals, during the earij part of
August, the 1lth Army mopéed ub the enemy in the surrounding dis-

trlcts, especially in the Tunghsiang-Wuwan sector.

Reverse Qperatiom -

On 28 July, Imperiai General Headquarter ordered thé Commander
in Chief of the China Expeditionary Army to maintain key points in
the Chinhua sector after the termination of the campaign in Chekiang
Provincé. The order read that the withdrawal would take place around
20 Augﬁst but that a force would remein to maintain those important
regions in the vicinity of Chiﬁhua from which»such raw materials as

fluorite, copper and tin were obtained. Consideration was also to
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‘be given to the conservation of manpower.

Reverse Mbvement of the 13th.Army

Complymg w:Lth thls order, the Cornmander in Gm.ef of the China
:,Ecpe_dltlonarjr Arm,v set the dat.e i‘or the/ conmenr*ement of the' W:Lth- f’
;.’dra.wal as 19 August a.nd ordered the 13th Arrgr to provide S.DprOXl-‘
‘mately one. d:wls.lon for tne occupatlon of the Chinhua area. ~ The
»occupatlon zone was to cover an area from ﬁucnuar\ Gh:.a.ng in the
i},vwest to 2 l:_ne i‘rom Lanchn. to Chmnua uiul, Hsmchang and Fenggua
m 'bl*e east. | ; | o
. The Jﬁt’z nrmy Wﬂthdrawal was lelded into two rhases. In the
:v{flrst phase, tne um.ts west of Chuhsq.en Were to ba concentrated ln’
the nelvhborhood of Chu.hs:.en and, :Ln the second phase these unlt.s
,were to shlft thelr concentrat:.on from Chuhs:.en to Ch:mhua. The
‘respons:.bzllty for the Chlnhua reglon was entrusted to the 22d Dn.-

o

v:Ls:Lon and that for Ha.ngchou, xllngpo and Chenghs1en reg:.ons to th
7.Q‘hh Dlv:.s:.on.f |

’cr the i‘:.rst phase of the w:.thdrawal the lBth Army :1.ssued
the follow:mg erders to 3:bs un:.ts west of Chuhs:.en' : -

e In order. to establlsh a pos:.tlon at L:z.shu:L
when the main force of the Army concentrates at
Chuhsien, on 15 August the Kozonoe Mixed Bri-
gade will withdraw from Yungchia toward Lishui.
The Kono Mixed Brigade will move south to
Shihmenshlh to facllz_nate tbe w:.tnd}"awal of the
15th Division. : ;
The 224 and 15’oh D:.v:Lsmns and the Kono
M‘.med Brigade will withdraw in parallel
lines, being prepared at all -times for
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‘counterattacks.

- The 324 Division will withdraw prior to
the withdrawal of the 22d Division, by Way of
the 1at er's route of advance.

Between 2L and 25 August, the unlts assembled w:n.thout mishap
in the vicinity of Chuhsien. ;

The plan for “the second phase of thé withdrawal“ was ‘that the ,
324 Divisién, whi’ch was to effect its 1vi£hdfawal first, and the 224
Division, Whlch was respons:_ble for +he occupa’olon of the. (‘hlnhua
; reglon, would beg:.n to withdraw at the same bime toward the Chmhua"
area. The 116th and 15th Divisions s toge’cher. w:Lth the Imno, Harada
and’ I\ozonoe Mixed Br 1gades would make a parallel withdrawal.

On 26 Auvust the 32d and 224 DlVlS.’LOHS befran thnn.r W:Lthdrawal(
énd, by~ the 29th, their strength was fconcentrated in the Ch:z_nhua.
regio;—along both banks of the Chu ‘Chiang. The other ﬁhits began |
their withdrawal on 27 Aug ust and had assembled in the Gmmua— .
Lanchi ssctor between 30 and 31 ALgust. »

While occupymg the Chn.mua reg::.on, the 22d D:..v:.sn.on was env-‘: :
trusted with the add:.tional task of defendlng the Iwu-’fkn. area; wherek.
large quantlties of mlneral résources ex:.sted. : | ’ '

By ma—;eptember the 22d Dlvz.sion had, in general,‘ 'cdrhpiéfed’
_its fortificé.ﬁions. ,{The lines cof fort;.fic_atlons 1n kthé “’océt‘x;ﬁiedvb
terribory and the boundary lines Setvzeén the 224 ﬁivision‘and the.

’ '70£h Division are shown on Map 1k.

118



611

THE REVERSE MOVEMENT - [

OF THE I3th ARMY
AND OCCUPATION OF

I5 ‘AUG — MID-SEP 1942

O 10 20 30 40 50

[ e ==——— s ———
KILOMETERS

THE NEWLY CAPTURED AREA |

100

CHEKIANG - KIANGS|
RAILWAY

OCHENGHSIEN

[
4~ HSINCHANG

NINGPO _

FENGHUA

Y s
{7/
v
el
e S
N oA
rd,

15 AUGYD
YUNGCHIARS/

X
I :lKOZONOE____
ik

ON dYW

i






Reverse Movement of the 11th Army

In accordance with orderS‘from thevﬁhiﬁa Expeditionany Army;‘
the 1lth Army gradually W1thdrew its forces from the flrst line |
w1thout interference from the enemy. By 27 August the Army had
lconcentrated its main forces near Nanchang

Casualties Durlna Reverse Operatlon ‘

The casualtles sustalned durlng this operatloﬂ were:

| 13th Army © 1lth Army | Total
Dead 1,284 | 356 | 1,640
| ﬁirqunded o 2,,764'7 9 i 3,716
Sick | ll;812k‘ = " nknown
‘Horses Killed 2,311 ;‘-; 200 ‘\ 2,561
Sick Hefses ; ~’2;hlle » uﬂknoﬁnx V
Tounded Horses | 462 100 | 562

Plan to Captufe Szechwan Province
As the opefations in the south had brogressed satisfectorily
and by spring of 1942 the obgectlve areas had, for the most nart
been occupled Imperlal General Headquarters dec1ded o 1nvest1gate ;
‘the~pos$1b111ty,of taklng advantage of the favorable situation.
The lerge-bases‘for supplies'and'reorgenizetion of fighting
strenoth as weli as apnroximafely one—haif of the enemy's war pro;vk‘
duction enterprlses were located in. Szechwan Prov1nce This erea

was also known to be used as a pool for Amerlcan air force strength,
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Tt was estimated, therefore, that if tke Japanese forces could deal
a heavy blow to the Chinese Central Army which guerded this area
and, at the same time, destroy the Chungkingﬁéﬁvergment's basss of
resistance; the possibility of defeating the enemy would be great.
If this operation were successful, even fﬁough the enemy might not
surrender, their position would be oniy that of a local government
and the chances of promoting a settlement of the China Incident
would be greatly improved./ Furthermore, by occu§§iﬁékthis:area,

1 or American air forces to raid the Home-~'

b

3 palve
i

any atienpt by the
land from bases in China céduld be frustrated.

Imperial General Headquarters regarded this as an important
objective both because it could bring about the submission of the
Chungking Government and also because it could help to expand the
success of the initial phase of the Pacific War. An immediaﬁé de;
cision, however, could not be made due to the changing conditions
both in Japan and aﬁreéd asAwell as tg the indefinite national
strength. Preparations wer; ordered which would not affect other
areas to anﬁ great extent as it was considered necessary to use
every opportunity to conduct operations against China when the over-
all situation permitted. |

The plan required the annihilation of the main force of the

Chinese Central Army, the capture of key sectors in Szechwan Pro-

vince, the destruction of enemy bases of resistance and the acceler-
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amagn_of the submlss1on and capltulat ion of the Chungklng Govern-
ment.. Tb.attaln these obgectxves, the main force of the C.ina Ex—
3peditiohar& Army from the Changan'afea*andkéh élementvfrqm the
_Ichang: avea were to advance toward the Szechwan Plains. ,Dur,ingf,
this period; the alreadkaCCupied territories were’to be maintained
and secured with the minimum,strength‘hecesséry; Close unity was
to be emphasized betwéen the operatiohal,directives and'the polit-
‘ical and propagandd measures to be taken agéinsﬁ Chﬁhgking;

It was planned that an Area Army from south Shansi PrOV1nce
w1th approx1mately ten d1v131ons and an Army from Ichang area, with
‘Sprlng of 1943.  The Area Army, after securlng the Changan area,‘
was to advance to the v1cmn¢ty of Kuangyuan and the Aruw-was to
~advance 1nto the area alonv a llne runnlng north and south of Wa
hsxen._ vlth the conpletlon of. preparatlons in these areas, the
ﬂffenélve»was to be taken. Chungklng and Chengtu were to be oc-
cupled as hell as the key sectors in Szechwan Province. va-neces-i
sary, campalgns were then to be conducted to annlhllate the eneﬁy
'bases of r631stance in essential areas.

The perlod for this operatlon'was estlmated to be approxlmate-
1y five months. During thls time tne occupled areas were to be

malntained and secured and the enemy ‘checked in order to- facllltate

the offensive operatlon,
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The \s’c.rength tp’ be employed in this operation was the China
ExpeditiQnary Army to which were to be attached elements from the
: Homelénd,uﬁanchuria and the southern area.

| On 3‘Séptembe: 19A2? Imperial General Headquarters ordefed
thekChiné Expeditiona:y Army to make the necessary preparations.
During the latter part of September, however, due to the gradual
shift in power in the Solomons Campaign, Imperial General Head-
quérters décided.to postpone temporarily the dispatch §f materiel
reéuiréd in the Szechwan Operétion and géve orders to the China
Expedihionéry Army to this effect.

Toward the end of 1942, because of the ad?ersé situation in
the southeastern area and also because 6f lack of ;shipping, Im;~
perial Ceneral Headquarters ordered the suspension of the Szechwan
Operation. Further, it was decided that it would be impossible to
conduct this operéticn in 1943. iﬁ fact; it was regarded as im-
possible to conduct active opsration$§in the China area before the
war situation in the southeastern Pacific improved cohsiderably;
Future opérations in the China area were; thereforg;,toipe con-
ducted according to the following plan: |

o The'over—all'sitﬁation of the Japanese
cArmy is such that not only will the supply of
~men and materiel to China be stopped but divi-
sions and other units will be sent from China
to the south Pacific area and other points.
Operations in China will be conducted accord-
ing to the present mission of the China Ex-

peditionary Army within the bounds mentioned
. above. Special emphasis will be placed upon
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the nec9351ty to maintain order in the oc-
- cupied regions. ‘Every effort will be made
- to conserve the fighting strength of the
:China Expeditionary Army until such time
as the war situation in the south Pacﬂflc
area is settled satisfactorily. ‘
Aerial operations will be carried out
in accordance with the changes in situation,
especially to cope with the increase in the
‘enemy air force.. For the time being, how- '
ever, operations will be limited to the
present scale. Aerial warfare against- China
“will be emphasized subsequent to the spring
of next year and preparations will be under-
~taken for these increased aerial operations
in order to crush the enemy's aerial initi-
1t1ve af er the sprlng of 1943.

At.the end of February 19A3, the Commander in Chief of the
China Expedltlonarv Army was " glven the followzng m1351on°

Occupled areas w1ll be malntalned. The
enery will be crushed and his will to con- -
tinue the war destroyed.

. Control of the air will be wrested from -
the enemy air force which is based in China.

In spring the air force will be reinforced -
and aerial operations will be conducted in
cooperation with a ground offensive. -

Security will be maintained in cities
as well as in areas with important natural

" resources and along lines of communication.
Troops will be concentrated gradually in
order to meet any change in the situation

and the fighting strength will be 1gcreased.3

Transfer and Reorganization of China
E&pedltlonarv Army Forces

Uzth the deterloratlon of the sltuatlon in the Southern Area

3. In the original Japanese order the word ”Chlan” meanlnn"
peace and order, was avoided so that there might be no misunder=-
standing in regard to the duties of the Army.. "Chian" might have
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troopsvwere gra@ually transferred there from the China Expedi-
tionary Army and, by the summer of 1943, five divisions together
with various other small units had been transferred. Throggh the
autumn ka.nd winter of 1942, the 6th Division of the 1lth Arf:]y; the
51st Division of the 23d Army and the.hlst Division of the lst

Army were sent to the Southeastern Area while the 36th Division of
the lst Army wasisent to the Southwestern Area. Toward the spring
of 1943, ﬁhe lSth Divisioﬁ of the 13th Army was transferred to the
Burma Theater and the 17th Divi31on, under the dlrect command of the
China Expeditlonany Army, was sent to the Southeastern Area.

In order to replenish the strength in the China Theater, four
divisions were reorganized from independent mixedabrigades, two
indepeﬁdent mixed brigades were activated in China and, in liay 1943,
one di&ision was sent from Japan. These units upon arrival were
placed under the command of the China Expeditionary Army and as-

signed as follows:

. 3. (Cont'd) implied that the position of the Army over the
occupied areas was in some sense political. At the same time, in-
structions were issued to give every incentive to the activities .
of the Wang Government.
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Units '

Army Assigned Date of Orders Remarks
Directly attach- Reorganized from
ed to the North | 63d Div 1 Yay 42 the 15th Indep
China Area Army Brig

L : Reorganized from
1st Army - 62d Div 1 Yay 42 the 4th and 6th
. Indep Brigs
| 17th Indép From the 13th
Lith Army Mixed Brig 1T Dec 42 Army :
Japan
’ 2 Reorgahized from
13th Army bLth Div | 1 May 43 the 12th Indep
o Brig
] Reorganized from
65th Div | 1 ity 43 the 13th Indep
Brig
‘ 22d In%ez_v 27 Nov 42
234 Army Iixed Brig
23d Indep B
Hixed PBrig 8 Jan L3 .

It was impossible to send sufficient air strength to China.

In the spring of 1943, the total air strength in China was six
regiments (two fighter regiments, one attack regiment, one recon-
naissance régiment and two light bomber regimehts) one independent

recomnaissance squadron and various ground service units.
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CHAPTER L
Operations in 1943

Lulchow Penmsula Operatlon and the Occunatj.on
of Kuangchou ‘uan e

~ About January 1%3 s the enemy began to. show grea.t mterest in
and dlspatched powerful espionage groups to ‘ohe Kua.ngchou Wan area.
Further s they had concentrated two dlv:.slons as um.ts ready to be o
deployed in the reg:.on to the west of Ca.nton and were in ﬁhe process
o.f w:.thdrawing one or two armies from the Ichang area. It was im—
pOSSlble s from th:.s z.nformatlon, to anticlpate whethc,r J.mmeda.ate
capture of. Kuangchou ‘Ja.n was planned but, fea.rlng that the enemy
km:.gh’r seize the m:.tlatlve as a result of a. poss:x.ble break in di— g
plomatlc relatlons be’cween the Chungkmg Government a.nd France,
Imper:.al General Headquarters on 31 Janua.ry ordered the Cnlna Ex- '
ped:.tlonary Army in cooperatlon W:Lth the Navy, to capture the inm-
portant sectors of the Luichow Pen:msula as soon as poss:Lble and to |
advance to Kuangchow Wan. | | ; _
: Imperlal General Headque.r’oers also 3.ssued the Army—Navy Agree-k
ment‘, an outln.ne of Whlch fo]_lows _ e ‘
-Outllne of Opera'blon '
' The Army, in cooperation W:L‘c.h the Navy,
‘will make a surprise landing on the eastern
shores of the Luichow Peninsula and capture
the key points on the peninsula, Prepa-

‘tions will then be made to advance to Kuang-
\ chou Wan.



The assault upon Luichow Peninsula will
be made about mid-February. Details will be
worked out jointly by the Commander in Chief
of the China Expeditionary Army and the China
Area Fleet commander.

Advance into Kuangchou wan will be by
separate order and, if possible, will be con-
ducted in a friendly manner.

After advancing into Kuangchou Wan, the
Army will cooperate with the French in main-
taining peace and order. Key sectors along
the Luichow Peninsula will be occupied.

: ~ Should the Chungking Army infiltrate
prior to the Army's advance or should the
French refuse to cooperate and resist, the
Army will destroy these obstacles and take
Kuangchou Wan.

Strength to be Employed:

Army: Three infantry battalions under
the command of the commander
of the 234 Army. - i
Part of the Air Force Unit.

Navy: Fixed strength of the China Area
’ Fleet Commander subordinate to
the 24 China Expeditlonary'Fleeb
Commander.

'E:ngess of Operation

Complying with orders from Imperial General Headquarters, the
China Expeditionary Army ordered the commander of the 23d Army. to
order a unit composed of three infantry battalions of the 23d In-

dependent Mixed Brigadel to execute this operation.

1. One battalion of the Brigade remained in Hong Kong.
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On 13 February‘, the 234 Independent zméd Erigade left Hong
Kong and at 0500 on the 16th, the flrst wave (Brigade headquarters,
two 1nfantry bettallons part of the artllle“y and the major part
of the eng¢neer and signal corps) in coordlnatlan with the naval
and air units made a surprlse 1and1ng. 'mhe force made itS‘way
bhrough 1500 meters of knee-deep shoals, and by 0800 of the same
day hagd advanced 1o the ~e¢chlansun—¥s1nlaltsun line. At 1030 it
hgq‘cgptureq halkamg. About this tlme, part of the Chinese 4th
'Garrisén Gfoup, which had been aeLend;ng this area, retreated to-
ward Suichi. (Map 15) | | |

Cn 17 February, a unit (composed mainly of one infantry’bat-
talion aﬁd the main force of the engineer unit) &as ordere&yt;
advance to Cnengyhehshlh 27 km north of Haikang. On thé 18th
“the mein forﬂe of tne Bf:;.ge.de= left Palhanv and on the l9th arrlved
atgaulcnl._ |

is a result‘pf negotiaﬁions withvﬁhe French authorities, on
20 February, a local agreement was reéched whereby part of athe
Japaneée’forCe advaﬁcéd,into the French leased térritory.

'Thé"QBd érﬁy placed one infantﬁy batbalion on Fainan Isiand
under thefcommand,6f-the éommander of the 23d Independén* Eixgd
.Brigade‘aﬁd aésigned to the commander ﬁhe task of defénding the‘

northern part of Hainan Island in addition to defending the key



sectors of Iuighow Peninsula.2

» Kuannte Operetion

Durlng the offensive warfare agamnst Nanchlng 1n 1937, the
Japanese forces temporarily occupled the huangte area. ~ The- enemy
per31steﬁtly ccunter ttacked and feellnv that it was: iﬁpossible to
malntaln the area due to lack of transportatlon fecllltles, the
kJapanese forces w1thdrew.3 For the purpose of econom1z1na on men-
power and strenguhenlna uhe huchang—Hankou area durlng the ﬁuchang—«_
Panknu Op ratlon in 1938 Japanese troops were dlsposed from the
vibiniﬁy of Hsuancheng to Wanchihe hen. usuancheng and Kuangte were
beyond the 1imits of this zone of occupation ana,readlly-became
key bases for enemy counterattac o

‘ Agaln in 19AO durlng the operatlon 1n nhe area south of the
ﬁYen tze Rlver, Japanese forces occupled the sector 1n the v1cin1ty
of Psuancneng and Kuangte but agaln, due to lack of troop SUrength
the Japanese forces w1thdrew.5 Wnemy guerrlllas were qulek to take
advantage of these w1thdrawals and to ‘use the area as a base from .-

which to harass the Japaneae,Army.‘\

2. As the of¢1c1al records of th;s operatlon were destroyed
he details described above were compiled from_telegrams 1ocated in -
ne files of the lst Demobilization Bureau.

3. «onograph ¥o 179, Central Chlna Area Operations Record
- 1937-1941. : ,
L. ijld
5. Ibid.
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kAboutkAugost 1943, the Nanching Goirermnent » supported by the
: Chine E}Xpeditionery Army, succes's\fully exeouted ’ohe "Sekigo-‘-Koseku‘
Operatlon" (country—clearmg operat:v.on) in order *bo mop up the
guerrillas and communlst i‘orces :.n the area. As a result the 13th,
Army was able to assemble a strong mob:.le force to underuake the :
Kuengte Operatlon,k at the end of Sep’c.ember.' The »i‘our d1viszons to .
-be employed were deployed as follows' [
» The 6lst DlVlSlon was ordered to rassemble at I&a.nchlhchen for
an attack on Hsuancheng, the 64th DlVlSlon was to attack Hsuancheng;i-’
from the . -gion cast of Kucheng Hu and Tanam. Hu, the 60th D:.v:.s::.on, -
was ordered to assemble to the west of Ta:L Hu and to a’btack L:Lyang
and the area to the south while the 70th D:va.sa.on was 'bo at'back
Yuangte and the surroundmg area i‘rom Changhs:mg and wnkang. (Map 16)
ﬁttacks were opened on 30 September and ’ohe enemy bega.n to |
retreat. On l October, the élst DlVlSlOIl captured Hsuancheng with
vl:.t.tle res:.ste.nce from the enemy. Subse\iuently, 1t advanced to
the huangte area On 3 October 5 the 70th Dlv:.s:Lon occup:.ed Kuangte.
o " The blth D:Lv:Ls:Lon's attack was delayed due to the d:n_fficul'by
it experlenced in crossmg ‘che Yanatze Rlver but ‘che 60th D:va.sn.on
proceeded as planned and defeated the enemy in the mounta:n area to
the south oi‘ Ta:.fou.; | | |

‘The operatlon cloeed on 10 October. = The N’anl:.ng-Hsuancheng—

“Kuang’ce lJ.ne was des:Lgnateo the main l:me of res:.stance and securlty

37



units were dispatched there. The boundary line between Anhwei and:
Kiangsu Provinces was specified as the line dividing the regions to

be secured by the 6lst and é0th Divisions reSpectively.6

Operation North of the Yanthe River

The'mission of the 1lth Army was to occupy importént‘regions
with the Huchang—Hankou sector as a focal point en01rcled by Nan-
chang, Hszaochlhkou, Yoyang, Ichang and Hsinyang and to destroy |
the gnemy's fighting strength. 'The Chinese still occupied the
triangle zone on the northern side of the Yangtze River with Mien-
yang‘as,its’central point. This region wedged into the Wuchang-
Parkou area like a dagger and the enemy took full .advantage of 1ts

raneglc p081t10n. It was therefore planned to extend the Japanese
ioccupatlonal zone 1n order to strengthen 1ts pos1t10n and destroy
tbm enﬁmy 1n the area. » |
| The 1ith Army had prev1ously undertaken two or three recon-
nais sance operatlons in force but hampered by the difficult terraln
»and stnong enemy fort;flcatlnps,,had’falled to wipe out’ the enemy.

 The enemy force in this area was the reorganized irregular

v 6. There are no official records of this operation available.
Details given above were written mainly from information supplied
from memory by Lt Col Kenji Shlndo, at that time a staff officer of
the 13th Army.
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Commum.st .&rmy whlch had existed in the I\:La.ngs:_ Province around
1931 and 1932. ’imen the Communlst Army made a mass movement to
the northwest this reorganized army had settled in the trlangle
reg:.on. It was an mdependent unit, 1sola’oed from and unfriend-
1y to the Nationalist Army In fact, these two férces often
vclashed withv each other. In its organlzatlon, dr.ﬂls, tactics and
treatment of the populat:.on it shoued very definite characterlstn.cs
of the Commun:Ls’c. Army. Tts arms and ammunitions were self«-manu-
factured and al‘ihough a‘dequat.ekin 'Quanti‘cy were inferior in quality.
The strength of this i‘orcé was estimated to be approxﬁmately nine
inde'pendent‘brigades» (one brigade’ had a total Strehgth of from
,6’000 to 8,000 men) with Wang Chin-Tsai as the commander. In order
to secure theizj 'indeperident étatus ‘they had dispersed their forti-
fications and taken every advantage of the terrain. )
-~ In November 1942, the 6th Division was withdrawn fr§m the 11th
Army and, in December, the l7t.h Independent Mixed Brigade was trans-
ferred to the Army " The dispositionf of the ]J.fh Armj, as well as
that of enenqr forces north of the Ya.ng‘bze River s in Ja.nuary 1943
were as shown on Map’ 17. ,

From the end of }éay nntil Angust 19142, the 11th Army had car- .
ried out the Cheklang—Klang81 ;Operation and from mid-December until
mld—January 19»1;3‘, uéing the 3d !Div:i‘.sionf _‘as its_kmé.in force, had mop-

ped up the enemy in the vicinity of Mt Tapiehshan. Then, without



time to regroup and reorgan:.ze its forees, > -at ‘the beginning

February the Army was ordered ‘bo commence ‘the opep
he Yangtze R;Lver. |
Opere.ta.onal Gomnand

In former operatn.ons age.:.nst. the enemy in the triengle reglon

i

‘gt

a.leng the northern shore of the Tungtmg Hu attacks ‘had beent' |
ed i‘rom the nor’c.h aga:.nst. t.he enemy's front: but due to.the enemy's
:unpregnable fortlfn.cat:.ons these atte.cks had proved unsuecesafﬂl.
‘Tt was planned therefore s that t-h:x.s operat:.on would be &
surpr:.se attack on the enemy's rear. Further, suff::.cient strength -
was to be. tralned 'bo ednduct attacks aga:.nst enemy emplacements. :
Operatlonal Plan'

The strength to be employed dur:.ng the oper-
ation 1s-

llth Anny Headquarters '

13th D:Lvis:.on (approx:.mately 6 mfantry
o battalions and 3 mountain
artillery batt.allons)

b,oth DlVlSlOn (approx:_mately ) mfantry
battalions and 2 mountain
artﬂlery bat’callons)

58th Dlvz.sion (approx:.mately 1+ ini'antry
- batbalions and 2 artillery
g battalmns) -

Necessa.ry units under the d:_rect command '
' of the Army (the Army will be rein-
: ~ . forced with engineer and -
shipping engineer un;i.'bs)



Lith Air Regimentv(direct cooperation)

- The 13th and 40th Divisions will con~
centrate their strength in the Shashih and
Yoyang areas respectively. leasures will
be taken to deceive the enemy into believ-
ing that these concentrations will have a
direct bearing on preparations for the of-
fensive operation against the Changsha area.
Movement of the 58th Division will be kept
secret, With the progress of the battle
situation, however, the strength of the 58th
Division will gradually concentrate at the
southern main line of resistance of the pres-
ent line of occupation.

The operation will be divided into two
phases. In the first phase, the enemy in -
the area immediately north of the Yangtze
River will be defeated. 1In the second phase,
enemy bases in the lienyang and Fengkow areas
will be destroyed. = After the conclusion of
this operation the triangle region will be
divided into three distinct sectors with the
Pailu Hu as the central point. Defense of

 these sectors will be allotted to the 58th
13th and LOth- DlVlSlonS.

\ Progress of Operatlons

me the early part of Fébrﬁary the 13th and 40th Divisions

- initiated their unlt‘concentratlons and by mld-February had com-
pleted tﬁéir;COncenfrationé acCofdihg to plan. At that time the
58th Division refrained,ffomlany sort bf_troop mbvement. |

”‘On 15 February, the hOthibivision'surrep¢itiously crossed the

Yangtze Bivef and moved toward thé enemy‘bases;in the Chuhoshih
areé.‘ An elemént of the Divisioﬁfannihilatedbthe enemy forces
sout-h of Sha Hu and around Chienli. (Map 18)

On the same day, using 1ts main force from the western district
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of Pailu Hu and an element from the area east of the‘ylake', the
13th Division attacked enemy b‘aseskin the region south of kPailu
Hu. | | v | . |

~ The enemy was taken entirely by snrprise andkw:.’c.hdreu' from
klts prepared positions. Whn.le pe.rt of th:x.s force was annihilated.
some elements escaped by the Yangtze R:_ver and others fled toward
Mlenya.ng, where the main Ch:.nese force was in pos:.tlon.

‘Ihe second phase of the opera:b:n.on was opened on 21 Fe‘bruary.

In ord_er to eccompllsh the destruction of the enen'gy bases at
Mienyang, Fengkoiﬂ and’ Fuchang in'-the triangié region, the Army
ordered the 58th D:LVlSlOIl to constrlct :Lts lme of seige in the
north accordlng to t.he progress of the battle sn_tua.tlon At 'bhe
same time the 13th and L,Dth D1v1510ns were d:x.rected to conduct
their attacks from the reglon east of Pa:tlu Hu a.nd both sides of} '
,the Hpyng Hu respectlvely.

Each divisiovr‘z, went :i;nto action and enemy beses in the area
were des’c.roye‘kd.- Ai‘ter an intensive search and pursuit ection;
Wang Chin-Tsei, the enémy cozﬁmarider; was captured by the ég&éiry
regiment of the 4O0th D:w:.s:.on. The recdhﬂaissance and bomb:.ng
conduc’ced by the ld;th A:w Regiment were especn.ally effectn.ve a.nd
greatly contrlbu'bed toward the destruc‘blon of the enemy. -

Apart from the anmh:la'blon of the magor part o.f the enemy

force, approx:_mately h,OOO to 5, 000 men under the eommand of Ch:.n
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I-wn and Su Cheri—Tung’ »surrendei'ed to the 58th Division at Yueﬁkoﬁ- .
'shih.‘ However, part oi‘ the enemy force escaped by pass:x.ng through
the lines as nat,:.ve c:Lv:Ll:.ans. |
| ’I'he opera’clon was concluded at the end of Mareh._/
The triangle reglon was d1v1ded into three sectors e.nd the 58th,
-40th and 13th D1v1s1ons were made responsible for their respectlve
allotted eecpors. The m,a.ln line of fesisianee of defense was ad-
venced to the ‘Yangt'zew River.
Cesualtﬁies sustained by the JapaneseAmy’during this operation
were: | |
Dead | 354
,Wouﬁded ‘ 890
Horses Killed 69
Horses wounded 56» | |
| As a result of this operat:u)n, ‘not only did the Japanese Army
obtain a fertile region and suppress the enemy in the Wuchang-
Hanlcou area but it placed the Army in a favorable positlon in re-v.
gard to future operatlons aga:.nst the area along the western shore

of the Tungting Hu6

6. As there were no official documents available in regard to
this operation, details were written from information supplied from
memory by Sentaro Azuma, a staff officer of the 11th Army at the
time of the operation.
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Operation South of the Yan&tze R:Lver

S:Ltua'blon Prior to the Opera:blon

Ai‘ter the outbreak of the Pac:.flc War, due mainly to the ac-
tivity of enemy submarines, Japanese shlpplng losses gradually ‘
increased. With the deterioration of the situation in that areav,y |
there was an increased demand for shipping to be used in the trans-
porting of. men and mnnitipns and also the necessary raw materials
for the productioxi of mmnitions in Japan. As a result there was
no shipping available to be allotted to the China Theater although
river shiéping in the in‘bérior of Chifxa decreased yearly. Around
Ichang there was approximately 20,000 bt'ons of steamer tonnage for
inland river mavigation. It wes felt, therefore, that if this ship-
ping could be captured and used tb suppleme‘nt the shipping tomnage
in the China Theater, it Wo_izld greatj_y alleviate the position. | For
this purpose it was necessary to occupy the right bank of the Yangtze
River ‘betvér’een Ichang and Yoya'ng. The China Expeditionary Army, there-
fore; | planned to advance in lay 1911.3 tfo the southern bank of the
Yang'bZe River in order to open the river for navigation and to crush
the enémy's fighting strength located ﬁﬁere. |

As a’rbesuit of the operation to the north of the Yangtze River
in Feb:buai*y and Lﬁrch 1943, Japaﬁese fbrpés océupied the Yangtze
R:Lver bank from Shash:.h to Yoya.ng At the same time; an element

occup:_ed the Sh:x.hshu area on the r:x.ght bank of the river. In order
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to facilitate the present opei‘atipn, between 9 to 15',Apr11 1-,55
L,.Oth D:Lv:.s:.on advanced to the nen.ghborhood of Huayon and ca.ptured
the llne runn:x_ng ea.st and. west of th:Ls town. - ;

 The Anny planned to destroy the eneny a.round Anshang a.nd
Nanhs:.en with a powerful force composed mainly of the 3d D:.va.sicn,,_
the 1‘7th Independent szed Brigade, the Koshiba Detachment (three
battallons of the hoth Dlvn.s:mn) ‘and the Harlgaya Detachment ;
(three battallons from the 3hth D:.v:.s:t.on) and subsequently o at-
tack ‘both flanks of the eneny between Chlch:.ang and Kunga.n from
~the north W:Lth the Bd D:Lv:Ls:_on, the 13th Dlvn.s:.on and the Nozoe
Detachmerrb (three battallons from the 58th Dl‘V‘lSan) The _3_9th s
34 and 13th D:WZLSZLOHS, deployed parallel to each other, were to
defeat the enemy rorthwest of Ichang. |

The Army ordered the 3d D:Lv:Lsmn and the l7th Independent:

vkhxed Br:x.gade to concentrate then.r strength in the area a.round
Sh:.hshu, the Toda Detachment at Huayon, the Koshlba. Detachment _
' between Shn.hshu and Huaycn and the Harlgaya Detachment at Cheng-—
11ngch:L‘ Tb also d:.rected the l3th Dn.v:.s:.on to concentrate its
' strength :m the v:LcJ.n:.ty of Palyang and Tungshih by 10 May a.nd the
, 39th D:.V:Lsn.on to assemble m the Ichang area by 18 May.

Concentratlons were begun on 16 April a.nd concluded on k lay.

Progress of Ope_r_atlon-' ;(Map -19),

First Phase:
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In order to annihilate the enemy at Anshang and Nanhsien, the
1lth Army directed the 3d Division to attack the enemy at Anshang
and in the area to the west; the 17th Independent liixed Brigade tb
attack Anshang and ‘the area to the east- the Koshiba Detachment to
attack‘In'the Nanhsien reglon~ the Toda Detachment to penetrate
Tachengssu and attack the enemy in the Sanh51enhush1h area while
the Harigeya Detachment was to advance hy water ﬁhrough Tungting
Hu and Yenglhu Hu, land near Palpangkou and Sanh51enhush1h and at-
tack the enéhy there. |

On 5 ﬁh& the units opened their attacks. The 3d Division at-
tacked theﬁeheh&gwest of Ouchihkou anddadvanced southward along the
western baﬂﬁe‘é%fthe Taping Canal; the’l7th Independent Miyedvéri-
gade, in_ coordlnatlon.with the 3d DlVlSan, broke through enemy
p051t10ns southwest of Ouchihkou and advanced southward; the Xoshiba

‘Detachment advenced southward from the area south of Ouchlhkcu; the
Toda Detachmeht attacked Tachengssu from the region east of Huayon;,
while,theAHafigaya Detachmeht crossed Tungting Hu, destroyed enemy
p031E10nS and obstacles near Yangllu Hu and advanced to the area

- south of kann51en. \ | -

At the beginning of the'operaﬁich, the main force of the Lith
Air Regiment cooperabed with the Harigaya Detachment and later co-
‘Qrdinated’with the offensive actions of the various'other‘uniﬁs.

Subsequently, the 3d ﬁivision‘defeated the enemy moving toward the

150



161

,,4;-;TH|RD' PHASE X «— —_SECOND PHASE ' — . FIRST PHASE——
; R : . S S o SHASHIH . B

NOJI

SHIHPAI DET ..
CHANG g

_

J CHI ) / - CHICHIANG : HARIGAYA
23 MAY i HaR

\CHANGYANG 2 Nozoe\lZ MaY E m
CHENGLIN

" ’IQ MAYr' ﬂw\

) CHAYUANSSU

29 MAY’

GCHIozi

KUNGAN o

KAOCHIASHAN

SEX. : ‘ \ ° TUNGCHIANGKOU
i : '
YUYANGKUANS J) 23 MA 13 SHICHA|) 12 MY

y\‘ﬂ ey ,'-
, 19 MAY / el I .55(_)
\ﬁ-\ 2 l-

NUANSHUICHIEH &. |-
SREXK ICHIE / ELM - t43 01V
87} Le
[ S} ELM{ _: N 23 DIV .

OPERATION SOUTH OF THE
. YANGTZE RIVER
- 5-29 MAY 1943
ey JAPANESE ARMY
===mS> CHINESE ARMY

o 5 10 20 30 40
; KILOMETERS

'ON duib

6l






area west of Anshang and intercepted the enemy'!s route of retreat
to the west. By the 8th, the various ]_'Ltia Ax_'mj grouias ,hed en-
velepec\l and destroyed the main i‘ofce of the enemy south of Anshang.

The kﬁrst phase of t.he operation terminated on 11 May.

The Koshiba, Toda and Harigaya Detachments, which had particie-
‘pated in this phase of the opei'ation, remained in the eccupied areas
during the secomd pﬁase in orderkto secure this region. |

Seconel Phase:

- In accordance with Army orders, the 3d Division concentrated
its strength near Tungchiangkou so that iﬁ ﬁiglqt prepare for the
second phaée of the opera’cion.' The lBth Division and the Nozoe
Detachment ooncentrated their units in uhe area north of Chlchlang
and on the 1ef'b bank of the Yangbze Rlver while the 17th Independent
‘Hz.xed Brlgade moved westward to the sector north of Hsinan ‘to pro=
tect the Army's rear left i‘lank._ ‘The enemy was disposed between
Chichiang and Kuyngan.

on 12 May, the Army opened its attack. After successfully
cross:_ng the river near Chlch:.ang, the lBth Division advanced south-—
ward. -~ The 3d Division :Lnlta.ated 3.ts offens:Lve from Tunchlangkou
toward the northwestf They a’c.tacked the enemy on both flanks s:_mul- i
taneously from ﬁhef"nbrth and south, defeated the main fqrce of the
Chirese 55th Division, elements of the 43d Division, and the newly

organized 23d Division and then captured or annihilated the fleeing
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enemy in the vicinity of Nuanshulchieh. The second phase'of the
operatlon termlnated on. 18 May,. : | |

After the conclusion. of the second phase of the operatlon,
the 13th DlVllen.concentrated near'Nuanshu;chleh and the'3d Dl-'
vision and the szeeDetgchﬁeﬁt»nearvChayuahssu Whereﬂfhey pre-
pared for theﬂthird phase. | |

Third Phaee: , | 7

' On 19 May.the 11th Army began the third phase of the operation.

It wae‘planned to capture and‘destroy the eneﬁy deplbyed‘in_ithe
sector between Ichang and Ttu. On the 19th, the 13th Division left
Nuansh&&chleh at dawn and ‘advanced northward destroylng the enemy
en route. The 3d Division and the Nozoe Detachment opened thelr
attacks from Chayuanssu,and,the_area south of Chlehlang respective~
ly. At OlOO‘on'the‘ZZd,bthe;39£h'Division (less’the»iji;Detacha";
vn@nﬁ, composed meinly 6f three,infaﬂtry battalions, which:wasee :
statioheé ateIchang) forded the Yangtzeé River about eighflkilo~ '
meters narth of Itu:and opened its offensive. | _

The Chinese 87th Army had sustained heavy casualtles 1nflicted-
by the 13th DlVlSlon durlng the second phase operatlon and /Stlll
.in a state of confu51on, did not seem able to r631st. The Army
therefore advanced W1thout hlndrance.:»

It was est;mated that the enemy planned to ‘use their 9hth Army

to check the llth Army's advance at Yuyangkuan and on the rlght
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bank of the Yuyang Ho and their B7th Army in the mountains to the
south of Yuyangkuan;, It also appeé:ed‘as though they planned to.
conduct a coordinated flank attack. |

On 23 May, the 39th and Bd’Divisions;made,a parallel thrust
toward Changyang and advanced into this area. The 13th Division
broke through the main farce of the Chinesélioth Army Group near
Yhyangkuaﬁ.and’continued to advance‘in abﬁbrtﬁﬁesterly direction.
The Army then dirvected the Noji Detachment, vhich had been held
at Ichang, to assume the offensive~and pursue the enemy to the
northwest of Changyang. Thus, the‘seemingly‘impregnable enemy
positions west of Ichang, which had takenvthe enemy‘several years
to construct, were penetrated by the 1ith Army. On 29 Ehy, the
Army advanced to thé Shihpai—ﬁhchiaochi line, the objective of its
offénsive. © On the 27th, it suééeéded in compelling all
‘ships at Ichang to descend to Shashih.. | |
Withdrawal | |

h?roszBl ¥ay, the ii%ﬁ Army began to withdraw. Ii_direcﬂed
the 3d and 39th Divisions to crossithe Yangtze River at Ichang;
the 13th Divisién to‘cross'in the Itﬁ-Cﬁiéhiang area;‘and the 17th
Indeperdent Hized Brigade and other detachments in the district
east of Ouchihkbu and Shihshu. Tﬁevuhits began to withdraw as
directed. Part of the 13th Division, however, was delayed in its

concentration near Itu and, on 3 June, engaged in battle with
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the Chinese 79th Army. Consequently, the 11lth Army deployed the
13th Division and the 17th Independent'mi#ed Brigade concentrated
in the Khﬁgan,eiea and the Kbshiba'Detachmenﬁ concentrated near
Ouchihkou, to destroy this enemy force. | |
On 5 June, the 13th Division advenced from the Itu—Yangchi
area toward Niechiaho where it defeated the 79th Army It then
concentrated its strength in the area southeast of Chlchlang. On'
6 June, the 17th Independent Mixed Br*aade routed the Chlnese 5lst
and 58th Divisions in the Kaochlashan area and then cencentrated
its etﬁenéth in theiarea south ovaaochieshen.e - :
Casuzlties sustained by the 1lth Army during this operation
were: | o | 1
Dead - ~   7L N
Wounded 2?72;6 |
Hofses killed AQO -
Horses WOunded 224 '
~ The Army ordered the 13th Division o effect a crossing of
the Yangtze River at a point opposite Shashih and the 17th In-
dependene Mixed'Brigade_ahd the Kbshiba Detachment tb cfose from
the Shihshu area. By 10 June, the tnits had completed fording
the river without enemy opposition. | _ . y
‘The 13th Division'occupied,ﬁhe area around Wanshih, Mitossu

and Huangchinkbu'oppoéite'Shashih and the Toda Detachment occupied
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the Ouchihkou, Shihshu and-Huayon area.!

Changte Operatlon

Sltuatlon Prlor t0. the Operatlon :

The Chinese 6th Var Sector Army, dlspersed in the fertile
plalns of Hunan were contlnuously hara531ng the 1lth Army's western‘
‘front. As Changte, where the headquarters of the 6th Rar Sector : |
Army was located was of great strateglc 1mportance 1t was felt
‘that a successful attack on thls area would deal a conszderable
blow to’ the enemy,- | | | |

After the outbreak of khostili‘bies"in the Pacific, the Chinese
had'sent:expeditionary,forcesvte4the Burma area.l By the summer of
1943, there were six Chinese divisions in thisearea es well as three
armies cencentraﬂed in Yunnan and it was estimated that they would
gradually reinforce the Burma area. S

rrom the beg:.nn:.nO of 19&3 the nmerlcan air force had been
gradually relnforclng its strength in the 1nterlor of Chlna, con-
centratlng in Szechwan Prov1nce and in the area around KWellln and
hengyang‘and had begunﬁto~autack the Japanese forces in the various

areas.’

7. As there were no official documents available in regard to
this operation, details were written from information supplied from
memory by Sentaro Azuma, a staff offlcer of the 11lth Army at the
time of the operation.
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The Japanese 1llth Army eohtinﬁed to ho}td the line linking
" Hsinyang, Icharig s Yoya_ng and Nanchang a;xd,_ as.a result of ‘:tae bf-
fensive operatien to the"-sou‘lih ef the Tfan'gtze;liiver; ha.d cappured
‘the region along the right bank of ta'e Yengtze Rivex; ’below'Sha.shih” |

Disposition of forces (both fr:x.endly and enemy) pr:Lor to the
operatlon are shovm on Map 20.

The s:.tuat.lon in the Pac:.flc was becom:l.ng cr:.t:.cal. ,‘In ”ohe“ '
northern Pac:z.flc areza, the Japanese occupation forces 3.n bhe Aleut:.an
Islands had been routed and the 1slands were 1ost to the enemy, whlle"

in -'bhe -s_outheast.ern ares, under pressure i‘rom a .superior enemy “the
Japanese front lihewas compelled te retreat gradually.

In the European theater; in eafiy August Italy sﬁed for an
‘_a’rmn.stlce and the German Amy was about to lose the Ukraine.

‘Operat 1ona1 Command

In cons:.deratlon of the s:\.tua’olon both :Ln Japan and abroad; the

' Chma Exped:.tlonary Army felt it expedlent to deal a crushing blow |
to the enemy and subm:n_tted its plan for the Changte Operat:.on to Im- A
'perlal General Headquarters. . Imperlal General Headquarters recogxized
the necess:Lty for :anreas:mg pressure on the enemy :.n thJ.s area and
also for suppressmg the enemy's d::.vers:Lon of strength 'oo the Ynnnan
area but only within the llm:Lts of 1’os plans for employlng the ent:.re
strength of the Japanese armed forces.

On 27 September s Imperlal General Headquarters ordered the com—
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mander of the China Expeditipnery Army to execﬁ'be a temporary' opei'u-
ation in the reglon beyond his operatlonal area in cen'bral Ch:ma in»
order to con'b:.nue his present m:Lss:Lon., The oommander of the China
Exped:x_t:.onary Army, in 'burn, ordered the llth Army commander ‘bo ad-
vance to the Changt.e area and crush the enemy‘s flgh'blng strength.
The order read: "The 11th Army will advance 'bo the Changte area,
attack v:x.gorously and weaken ‘ohe enemy‘s mll to continue the war.
At the same time, the Army will suppress the enemy‘s d:x.vers:x.on of |
V‘ strengjbh to the Burma area and will coordinate w:.th_ the operatz.one |

of the Southern Army."

~-Operational Plan

" An operational plan was drawn up which stated:

The main force of the 11th Army (@pproxi-
mately 35 infantry battalions, including those
forces moved from other areass will advance
rapidly from the Tungshih and Shihshu areas
and capture the Changte area, destroying the .
enemy everywhere en route.

' Successively, the enemy assembling in and
counterattacking from the Changte area will be

- sought out and destroyed. L
‘ After the operational objective ha.s been
attained, the Army will begin its withdrawal

to its former station at an opportune time,
taking into consideration the possibility oi‘,
‘enemy counterattacks from Burma.

For th:.s operat:v.on the Chlna Expedltmnary A:rmy transferred 'bo ;
the llth Army the Tsukebe Detachment (two :Lnfantry battal:x.ons) from
the North China Area Army's 12th Army and the 116th Division from
the ;sth_ Army.
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* The 11th Army planned to divide the operation into three
phaees. During the first and second phases it planned to destroy
the. enemy in the area north of Changte and in Changte respect:.vely.
The w:Lthdrawal would be conducted dur:_ng the third phase. .

~The follow:mg 's'hrength was to be employed: |

3d Division
13th Division
39th Division )
68th Division - Toda Detachment (three in-

. fantry battalions and one
mountain artillery battalion
from the 40th Division) ‘at- \

~tached.

116th Division

_Sasalki Detachment (three infantry battalions

: ~ and one mountain artillery.
battalion from the 3hth
Division)

M:.yawakn. Detachment, (three :mfantry battalions

: * from the 17th Independent
Mixed Brigade)

Tsukabe Detachment (two infantry battalions
_ - from the 32d Division)

Concentrat ion

With ‘c.he pr:.me obJect:Lve t.he destruction of the enemy ‘north
of Changte , the llth Army planned to d:_spose an element in the .

reg:.on southwest. of Itu to protect the Army‘s right rear i‘lank from

‘the enemy to the west of Ichang whlle the main force would advance :
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toward Changt.e, seek the enemy and attacko The - plan for the oon—
centra:blon of the varlous units was to be carried out 'befere 31
Oc’oober as. follows‘ el

-3d D:x.v:Ls:.on ~ Hohsueh and the region o’ the
i northwest.

. lBth Division = Ghiangl:.ng and the reglon ‘bo ’
R the southeast

3%th DlVlSlon - reg:\.on west of Chlangling,
excluding Chiangling ‘

68th Division = Chienli and the reg:u.on to the
west ;
116th Division - Regien north of Shihsi{u

.Sasaka. Detachmen‘b = To the rear of the 3d D:.a
‘ va.sion

hﬁ.yawaki De‘bachment. - To the rear of the 13th
: - Division

Tsukabe Detachment ~ This Detachment did not

» S - arrive in the combat
area until after the
termination of the

- first phase of ’she
operat:.on

The r:Lght bank of the Yangtze River had prev:n.ous]y been oc-=-
cup:.ed by elements of the 13th and AOth Dn.v:.s:.ons but after the
completlon o:t‘ the concentrat:.on of the various Army groups the .13th
Division um.t was returned %o its former command wh:.le the hOth D:L-

: vision un:d: became the Toda Detachment and was attached to the 68th.

D:Lv:Ls ion.
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-Ai‘fe‘rvth'e conCeﬁtration of the various units was completed
n. the left bank of the Yangtze R:Lver, the 11lth Army ordered um.ts

*leployed along the r:x.ght bank of the r:Lver with all movements be-

mg ccnducted a’c night. St

L:Lnes of Communication

A1l the orn.nc:.pal roads had been destroyed but, hav:t.ng regard
to prev:Lous exper:x.ence, 1t was felb that it would not be feasible
to attempt to, repair the roads. As the operational zone was a
rice-producing a.réa, ’supplies could be obtained locally and it wasA
planned to supply aummunition only at the Li Shui line and at
Changte. | | |
Prégress of»_g()pérationv M

As the concentration of 'its forces had progressed as planned,

on 28 October the ]_lth‘A_m&' decided to have its main force destroy
the Chinese 79th Army in the Wangchiachang area while an element
was to des‘broy. ﬁhe enemy LA4th Army near Anshang. The offensive was
to be mitj.at_éd at dusk on.2 November; the confronting enemy de~
ﬁstkroyeci and the units to ‘badvance. to the following points:

39th Diviéion - to the regioAn‘ southwest: 63‘.‘ Ttu

13th Dlv:ssa.on - to the Nuanshulchleh area |

Hiyawalm. Deta.chment - to the huanshulchleh area

. ; (following the 13th Di-

v:Ls:Lon)

3d D:Lv:x.s:.on - to the region southwest of Wang—
’ chlachang
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Sasaki Detachment - to the Wangchiachang area,
following the 3d Divi-
‘ sion - » o
, iléth Division ~ to the Anshang area

?'68th DlVlSlon (Toda Detachment attached) - to
. ‘ the Anshang area

_ The Tsukabé Deﬁachment, which arrived in the combét‘area at
the,end'bf the first phase was ordered to advance td Hsinan in
order to protéct the Army's right rear flank. o |

By nlght of 30 October, the flrstnllne troops had advanced to
the south,bank of the Yangtze River. By 1 November, deployment of
the fcrces was completed and at dusk on 2 November the offensive
began.. After routing small bands of enemy troops on the way, on
5 Wovember'the 13th and Bd DlVlSlons attacked the. enemy at the
Nuanshulchleh-NAngchlachang line while the lléth and 68th D1v1-
sions attacked the L4th Army near Anshanv. The 3th and 3d D1v1- 1
sions contlnued to pursue the enemy on 5 and 6 November and, on
the 9th, advanced to Mjaoling and H51nmenssu resnectlvely. About
thls tlme, the Miyawaki Detachment advanced to Nuanshulchleh and _
the Sasaki Detachment to Hsinkuan. The 116th and 68th D1v131ons
atﬁacked'both flanks of the enemy-massed near'Anshang and'the enemy
ylmmedxately'began to w1thdraw; The 116th Division then moved to
the area north of Chingshih and attacked an element of the hAbh
“Army entrenphed‘there.' The Chinese troops retreated}tokthe south-

west’withoﬁtxmaking any noticeable resistance.  Ip order to destroy
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the Chinese 73d Army in the vicinity of Shihmen the 1lth Army then

| o:-dered the 3d Division and’the Sasaki Deﬁachment o atrtvack both |
i'lanks of this Arn;y, the lléth DlVlSlon to advance toward Chlchlaho,
'the 68th D:Lv:.s:.on to advance bv water toward the southwest of Han—

: shou and the Lﬁyawalu. Detach.ment (disposed at Nuanshulch:.eh) and

_ the hoga. Detac‘lment (dlsposed between the myawakl Detachment and
the 13th Division) to protect the Army's rear right flank. (Map 21)

Between 14 and 16 November, the 3d Division and the Sas‘akik
Detachment attacked and defeated the Chinese 73d Army. |

.Lhe first phase of the opera‘blon termlnated on 16 November.

The 11th Army's obJect:Lve durlng the second_' phase of the oper-
ation was to destroj the enemy in the proximity of Changte and to
captui‘e the town. It ordereol the 13th Division: (with the Sasaki :
| Detaehmen'b attached) togetoer with the 3d and 116th Divisions o

attack the Chinese 7hth, Alth and other armies to the south of
Tzuli and in the vicinity of Chichiaho while the 68th Division was .
‘ordered to a‘btack the enemy at Hanshou.

The Japanese army groups commenced their actions on"l9 Novem-
ber and b‘;v’;r2l Novemoer had defeated the 7hth Army near Chichiaho.
Subsequently, the__’_3.c.1 and i.léth Divisions advanced toward the area
south of Coangte by way of Taoyuan and ‘to Changte by way of Tsuiehjh
rfrespeCti\fely, The 'lSth Division, however", met stub'oorh resietanoe

from an enemy which took"full adv,antage of the mountainousfte‘rrain; |
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MAP NO. 21
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Arter capturing Hanshou, the 68th Division annihilated the
enermy aroond Iyahg in the neighborhood of Juanohiao and ’adv.a‘r_aced’V
to the aree south of Changte where; “together with ihe"Ba"'.Divieion,' '
it was ordered to destroy enemy- reihforcements‘arriving from the
south. | |

On 23 November , the llth Army ordered the mam force of the:
116th DlV.lS:Lon together W:Lth elements of the 68th e.nd 3d Dlv:.s:Lons s
to capture Chang’oe.' On the ZSth th::.s force opened :.ts at’oack but .
one di\fision of the 7Auth Army, Wthh was: occupy:mg Chang'be, re-
sis"oecli‘ stubbornly. 5gring this time, the Chinese 10th Army ad-
vanced north from Hengyang to reinforce Changt.e,' croSsed 'l';he 'TzzuA
Chiang and attacked the Japanese forces. As the enemy had a.d—- |
vanced through the area be’cween the 3d a.nd 68th D;_v:.s:_ons, : 'l;he’ B
divisions effected a pincer movement and, on 1 December, _destfoyed
this force. |

In spite of continued res:_stance on the part of ‘the enemy, on
4 December, the 1lth Army occupied Changte.p.__ ) | \

The Army then adjusted its pos:x.tlons on the northern bank of
the Yuan Chlang and was on ’ohe verge.of w:Lthdramng When an :Ln-
qulry was recelved from Imperial General Headquarters 5 through the :
Commander in Chief of the China Exped;s.tlonary Army, concern:mg the |

poss;blllty of maintaining Changte in preparatlon for the Ichlgo ,
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Operation8 which was to be conducted the followiﬁg year. The Army
objected on the grounds that it was impossible to alter the,present
operational plan and, on.9 December, ordered the various uﬁits to |
withdraw to the Li Shui starting on the night of the 1lth. By the
13th, the Army groups had completed their withdrawal to the right
bank of the Li Shui without interference from the enemy. quever;
the China Expeditionary Aﬁm ordered the 11th Army to halt at this
line. Withdrewals were. suspended but, after prolonged and intricate
negotiations with Imperial General } eadquarters, the 1J$h Army was
permltted to return to its former positions. On the night 19 De-
cember, thekw1thdrewals were again begun and, by 24 December; the
11th Army had returned to its original ;p,(;s’:r'.’r.:’_ons.f.9

~ Japanese casualties duriné this oberafion were l,27h.deed and

2,977 wounded.

8. See dbnograph Yo 72, Army Operatlons in Chlnag
Jan Lh-Aug L5. - L :
9. o official records of thls operatlon ex1st therefore,
details given above were constructed from the memoirs of Colonel
Seitaro Takei, a staff officer of the llth Army at the time of the
operation.
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Tungkung: T4 - R Ybyang 58, 61, 63, 66, 69, 90,
Tungshih: 149, 161 A L 338, 143, 1.14.8, 3.58
Tungyang: 96 " Yuanpan: 75 .
Tzuli: 166 - ' - . Yuvantanhsu: 91
Ukraine: 158 o ‘ . Yuehkoushih: 147
Uhlt S ' ' Yuenlongkauh31. 36 41
Field Tramsport 1lth: 57 ~  Yuhan Dou: 80 :
Light Transport ?brtar 21st:  Yuhang: 90 :
L6 . Yu Hsueh-Chung: 17
Kitajima (lst Arty) 32, 35, Yunganshih: 66 '
38, 41 " Yungchia: &9, 109, 110, 117
. Kitagawa: 32 - Yungkang: 96, 98 = S
Kobayashi: 33"7“ ~  Yunshanshih: 100 © -
Sa‘bo. 3 ~ Yushan: 86, 98-99, 106, 110-11
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