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PREFACE

Wiy

"Institution for war Kecords Investigation"”, steps were initiated to exploit
military historical records and official reports of the Jepanese War kinistry
and the Japanese General Staff.® Upon the dissolution of the dar Ministry
and the General otaff, and the transfer of their former functions to the De-
mobilization Bureau, the general research job continued and resulted in the
development of a series of historical monographs. Detailed instructions
covering the preparation of these monographs were included in siemoranda 15

December 1945 and 21 November 1946, nubjoct "Japanese Operational distories”,

: The basic material contained in this operational record was developed
by former officers, on duty in command and staff units within major units

‘during the period of operations, It should be noted at once, that the enor=-

mous destruction by amerial bombardment and fire has practically wiped out
the Tokyo records; much of this materisl was reconstructed from memory,

The paucity of original orders, plans and unit journals, which are

~ mormally essential in the preparation of this type of record, most of

_ibich were lost or destroyed during field operations or bombing raids ren-
dered the task of compilation most difficult; particularly distressin&
been the complete lack of official strength reports, normal in aG or
records, dowever, while many of the important orders, plans and estimates
have been reconstructed from memory. and therefore are not textually identi-
cal with the originals, they are believed to be generally accurate and re-

' liable, Further data as a result of continuing research and the occasional

recovery of hitherto unavailable original documents will be covered in the
subsequent publication of "supplements" by the Uemcbilization Bureau,

---------- - eEm m om m om m om W o oEm m W m E o om = o e om = w ow

* .
The action under this memorandum and inciuenfal detailed instruc-
tions, waich followed, were initiated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2,
GHY, cHarged with responsibility for execution of the‘progrsm under G.0.
No. 9, SCAP, 2 October 1945,

In order to protect the interest of the United States, in the ex-
ploitation of Japanese wilitary Information, sub-paragraph 4 of G.Oe No, 9
further provided for the screening of enemy doouments and established in-
ventories in Japanese Govermmental™archives. Careful examination of the
first records submitted by the Japanese Goverament in the summer of 1946
detected a misconception on the part of the Japanese as to what should be |
included in comparative histories; in a memorandum issued by assistant
Chief of Staff, G-2, on 21 dovember 1946, the Imperial Japanese Govern-
ment was directed to record the operations of the Japanese forces more
extensively. The G-2 Section thereafter assumed coordination of the en-
tire program, including the establishment of a small historical research
section within the aTIS (allied Iranslator and Interpreter Section.)

Through Instruction No. 126 to J-pnnsse Government, 12 Oct 45, entitled
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" General Progress of the Southeast Area Operations (from
the middle of February, 1943 h the early part of

-

I. Battle situation of both the enemy and our forces immediately after
our withdraval operations from GUADALCANAL Island,
-

Trom the early part of February, immediately after the withdrawal
from GUADALCANAL Island by our forces, the main ground streagth of both the
ou._nunrforul.mfu.’m.t-tnuhmlymun.ro-

Sk

mained apart, and each was concentrating om building up combat strength and
on preparations for the next operation,

However, the ensmy air units intensified more and more their bombing
of our rear key positions and their cutting off of our supply transportatiom.
The Central Solomons, lae, and Salamaua Areas, in particular, vere subjected.
daily to fierce bd;tu by enemy aireraft so that it was difficult to rein-
foree our combat strength. During this period, the enemy strengthened its
air fortifications around GUADALOANAL Island and BUNA, steadily brought ia
ground troop reinforcements, and comverted this area into an impregnadle
fortress. While walting for its aircraft to render poverless (TN our ime
stallations and forces on) its next invasioh point, it showed its readiness
to advance at any time,

In view of our p-i:_u'ul battle experience in the GUADALCANAL Island
operation, our fundamental policy vas to bring the desired musber of our
troops into strategic key points before the enemy offensive, in spite of
manifold difficulties and in event of an enemy offensive, to preveat our
supply transportation from ‘nu'f hampered; to throv in our entire sea, land,
and air strength at the first sign of an enemy landing to engage it in de-
cisive combat; and to secure completely the strategic key positioms liaking
the Central SOLOMON®, LAE, and SALAMAUA, which formed our national defemse
bgundary on the southeastern front. Moreover we aimed to delay the onemy
offensive, to speed up our combat preparations, and, agiin, in the event an
offensive became possible, o be able to meet the requirements for the re-
capture of GUADALCANAL Island, We continued to comcemtrate our emtire
efforts o reinforeing our combat stremgth in the central Solomons, lae,

and Salamaua Areas and on bringing in supplies.
. :
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31,  Preparations for affensive operations in the New Ouines Aves.
A, Ilae-Balamaua Area. o
At the close of 1942, there was no hope of recovering m initia-
tive in the Buna Area, and pressed vith the necessity of stremgthening the
rear strategic points, LAN and SALAMAUA, the Okabe Detachment advanced to
LAR on 7 Jam 43, and was barely able to prepare defensive pusitions im that
area, Therefore, the decision was made to, first of all, withdra¥ the uaits
operating in the Buma~Mambare Area to m.lu-l.h-m Area and consolidate
the fighting front., The Buma Detachment (adout 6000), under the command of
i Tamngite Grous, bagan §6 Vithivew shovt 20 Jumesy. Altenh the vilh-
drawal to the lae-Salamaua 4rea was completed by the middle of March, the
loss in stremgth during the vithdrawal was about ome-half, On the ome hand,
the Okade Detachment engaged in the ¥am attack from the middle of Jamwary
in order to streagthen the strategic position in the lae-Salamawa Area, i
However, after about a month's operation, it returned to its original po-
sitions without having attained the objective. During sym pericd the com-
bat strength of that detachment deteriorated greatly and the wnit combat
lw (BUTAI SENRYOKU) was lost. In this way, a great defect appeared
in the military preparations for the strategic points, LAE and SALAMAUA, em
the Nev Ouinea Front; and so the rapid stremgthening of military prepara-
tions in that area in view of the ememy offensive and determined com-
struction of an operational base decame lilo o:lpneiu of the moment,
Accordingly, the § Area Army decided uwpom the drastic sea trans-
portation of the main force of the 51 Division from RABAUL directly to IAR
and decided to carry this out accerding t:th following plan (called Oper-
ation No 81).
l. Troops to be transported. &
a. Army 51 Division first echelom - Approximately 6,000.
b, HNaval land Combat Unit Replacement - Approximately 4%00.
2. Material to be tramsported.
a. Ammmition and provisions - Approximately 1500 toms,

b. Baggage belonging to 51 Division - Approximately 1,000 toms,

i
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3. Transports. §-ships (Special duty ship NOJINA to carry the
l.nx Amnd Combat Unit).

N." Bscort ships, § ships (Reai Admiral KINURA, SHOfwku (K47
\‘5’,@ Commander, 3 Destroyer Squadrom).

5. Adr-escort. Army and luv; fighter planes scheduled to parti-
cipate - Approximately 200 planes.

6. Scheduled course, .
a. To depart from RABAUL at zerc hour 1 March; convoy speed

seven knots; to take a course just off the mortherm shores of NEW ERITAIN

Island,

b. To disembark immediately upoen arrival at lae-Harbdorage, 3
- 1200 hours 3 March,

c. To compléte debarkation before dawn of the mext day,
k March, . '

d. 7o depart from LAB, reverse the course and return to :
RABAUL,

Departing from RABAUL according to schedule on 1 March, (TH the
nommﬂ was contacted by large type enemy aireraft in the afternoon, but
there was m@o uup thdt day. Around 0800 hours the following day, (TN
the convoy) was bombed by 10 large type enemy planes, KYOKUSEI Maru,
carrying the 51 Division Commander, was hit, set afire and sunk withia
about an hour. (The personnmel and materiel were ‘MI‘;".‘ to two des-
troyers which went ahead and disembaried at LAE), In a remewed bombing
attack by eight large type ememy aircraft on that afternoecn, the NOJINA
suffered a near miss, but ite Mtin: and cruising pover were not impaived,
and 1t continued on its mission. ‘

The convey and escort ships were making headway while being
strafed and bowbed from dawn of 3 March, by a fev enemy planes vhem at
0755 hours, at a peint abovt 30 mautical miles southeast of FINSOREAFEN,
about 80 large type aireraft and about 40 fighter planes were discovered
aprroaching to attack in several layer formatioms. nﬁm-. our air
escort mumbered approximately 30 plames. From 0800 hours the comvey and

_escort ships were fiercely bombed by the enemy using new m&
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method by which bombs carried on medium domders were dropped at a low level,
which eaused them to skip on the surface ormntnmnmuﬁa .

the broadside of ships, sinking them by the Mh‘lf‘mm*
holes (TN Made by the bombs), and one after another, th-luponn‘ﬁ.-
aged, By n.rcnd 0810 hours tremendous losses, omhtlu of the _ntt_h‘
afive of the cudize gimp of Smmperts, The dlaline of T Sl .y
the heavily damaging of another (IN destroyer), vere suffered, so that
Wus;- (5 operation) vas completely shattered.

. In the aftermoon, a destroyer emgaged in rescue operations radiced
a message stating that it was betng-attacked by about 20 ememy aircrafs,
and no further word was heard from it. In the afterncon, the remaining four
destroyers and tho mlultronr which came to the rescue {rom EAVIENG
searched for and rescued survivors, The search was ended at 0040 hours of
4 March and the ships headed morth through the DAMPIER u}ut. and separa~
ting, returned to KAVIEEG and RABAUL.

\_;l:_!cn.d personnel numbered approximately 3800 (of which 871 reached
LAE). As a result of such a great blov as the loss of 2900 men, eight trams-
ports and five destroyers, the lae Convoy Transportation (TH Operatiem)
collapsed, - : :

However, to leave the Ia.o-lnhﬁ.u situvation in its present state
would mean the abdandoning of one wing controlling the DAMPIER Strait, the
collapse of the strategic situation in the Southeast Area, and the yleldimg
of an operational route for the proclaimed enemy Philippines invasiom.
Therefore, it was calculated that every measure be taken to streagthem LAR
and SALAMAUA,

The decision to strengthen the strategic situation in the New
Guinea Area was manifested by Imperial Headquarters on 25 March in Imperial
Eeadquarters Navy Staff Section Directive No. 213. The essence of this
tactical command policy was the comdination of Army and Navy forees, the di-
recting of the main operations of both forces primarily toward the New
Guinea Area, and the speedy sstablishment of an operational base in the area
concerned. It vas considered inevitable that during this time the SOLOWON

o ? . | o
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Islands and the Bismarck Archipelage Areas had to be left as delaying action
positions. -
_ The following policies were decided upon in the field in accordance
vith the Central (TH High Command's) tactical command poliey.

1. The reinforcement of forces by Sransports vas hopeless without
seuiralising enemy aireraft at Sheir bases or taking drastic measures in re-
@rd 1o the strengthening of air defemses for cemveys. Sizce these demends
could not be met vith the available air stremgth, both in quantity and
quality, the use of transport ships necessarily had to be abandomed.

2. The 1ikelihood of tramsportatien by high speed ships and small
eraft being successful was smll unless operated outside the 200 mautical
n!.hn':.o!m.huu,. Therefore, betvween RABAUL-FINSCHEAFEN and RA-
BAUL-TULUYU high speed ships and small craft transportation was o be used.
lnl‘unuphulhm. small boats and eraft or land routes were to be -
utilised.

3+ A chain of supply bases along the north and south shores of NEW
BRITAIN and along the New Guimea coast vas to be maintained aleng with the
shipping of military personnel and materiel forward by motor sailbeats and
small eraft,

4, Urgently needed and indispensable items were to be shipped di-
rectly to the lae Ares by high speed ships and small oraft or submariles.

5. The main body of the land forees were to de sent forward bWy
land after the construction of the Vewak-NMadang-lae Road.

In the above manmer, the styengthening of the comdat stremgth in
the lae Ares vas planned, but the sea transportation available could darely
supply sateriel needed for daily comsumption. Moreover, the comstructiom
of the Madang-lae Road 414 mot progress as desired. Im the end, withouws
seeing any appreciadle reinforcement of combat strength, the ememy landed
at BASSAU Bay on 30 June. :

3. Vevak-Madang Area. ; .

In compliance vith the Arsy's vish to strengthen the military pre-

parations of the Wewak-Madang Area, it vas decided on 19 Dec 42 %o entrust
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the transpertation of the 20 Divisien and the N1 Divisien of the 1§ Army,
mmxmamwrmummmm.umm.
Thereafter, the Navy made the 9 Squadron (DAIKUSENTAI) Commander the trans-
. portation commander and steadily engaged in transportation preparations Wy
high speed transports them available to the Navy. On 12 Jan 43 a comvey
made wp of eight maval transports, twe light cruisers and five destreyers
as escort ships accommodated 9,400 men of the main foree of the 20 Pivisiom
and departed from FUSAN. BEntering the anchorage of WEWAK on the 19th, the
main fores of the 20 Division was successfully disembarked.

Folloving that a convey forming three echeleng, comprisiag of 11
Naval transports with two light ‘mi.ur- and 10 destroyers as escort ships,
m—htdm?htmdmhlmﬂlmﬁ'munlm.
hmmi-mmunm.(n the comvey) arrived at WEWAK and
the main force of the 4l Division mumbering 13,700 persons was safely dis-
embarked.

Following that, on 13 March six army transports, om 11 April six
army transports, and on 28 May three army transports vers escorted to the
Hansa irea, and the remaining troops of both the 20 Division and the ¥l M-
vision, as well as a portion of the units directly attached %o the 185 Arwy,
were disembdarked. By this transportation (TN Operation), the main fores
of the 18 Army was successfully disembarked. £

C. Finschhafen Area.

Eight hundred army troops and 80 floats were disemdarked from
:.wu-umn.snnmqupuauommm
Area as a staging bass for transportation to the lae-Salamaua Area,
Tollovwing that, reinforcements to the Finschhafen Area by four destroyers
u!mﬂwmultnnnuukrdvmnt-pld,htmu
ondgd"1n fatlure dus Vo interferssse by enemy aireraft. )

Tius the preparations for offemsive operations in the Nev Ouimea
Area d1d not develop as anticipated. In particular, the operatiomal pre-
parations in the lao-Salameus Avea hardly progressed at all. '
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111, Preparations for defensive operations in the Central Solomons Avea.
A, Munda and Kolombangara Areas, :

To strengthen the defesses of the Central Solomes Islands Ares,
sray wnits vere brought in und land defenses were stremgthenmed in com~
Junetion with the Guadalcanal withdrawal operations, However, the plan
was to r;,laa the above foroes vith maval land combat units (TN KAIGUN-
RIKUSENPAI) and vithdrav them (T8 presuwmably, army uwnits) to the rear
after completion of the Mleml withdrawal operations. Morsover, the
Navy vas put in charge of the land defense of the Cemtral SOLONON Islands.
This was olearly an excessive demand on the Navy, vhich licked land com-
bat forces!: to take charge of the land defense in the Munda, Kolomban-
pnaul-huu,a-uuahmotutm:pu_an in the SOLOMON Islands,
However, the Army refused to dispatch its forces on the grounds t‘\ is
was difficult to send suppliss. Therefore, the Navy decided to bring in
most of the 8 Combined Special Haval Landing Foroe, (TN DAIEAGKI RENGS —
TOKUBETSU RIKUSENTAL), which was previously scheduled to nuhru uﬂ.f
CANAL Island, to the Nunda and Kolosbamgara Sectors. From the latter part
of Jamuary, forces were seal in successively, and in the firet part of
February the § Combined Speciul Maval lunding Force [Sommanded by Rear
Admiral Oma (7‘{' 177 )] took over the defsmse duties from the Munda Base
Force [commanding officer, Gol. IMABUCHI (/%1}.‘?7 . e sending in of
the 8 Combined Special Naval landing Force was completed by the latter
part of April. ’

Exchangee (TH of commanication) were carried om, ome after
another, between the Southeast Area Fleet and the § Area Army in regard
to the reinforcement of the army waits. Svetually the cemtral suthorities
(TN CHUO; presumably High Command im T0KYO) also came to approve the
-mluudwrumdmmimﬁmmwm-nwm
navy commanders in the field, Comsecuently, it was decided to distridute
approximately 5500 Army troops $o the Munda and Kolowbangara Sectors. The
above treops wers Seat in successively from the first part of March and
by the end of Jume the majority of them had been sent iam,
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headguarters to govern and command them became necessary. m.‘ on '
2 May, the Southeast Detachment qu-n was nevly organised in
accordance with the Imperial Head;warters Navy lhtf Section Directive
No 231, It (TN Headquarters) was placed under the command of the § Fleet
Commander and was given the command over land forces in the guard ares
under the jurisdiction of the Hawy in the Solomons Area, Immediately ‘
after ‘the comsander, Naj Gem SASAXI (/£ /), of the Southeast Detash-
ment arrived in NUNDA in the first part of June, he was to wnify and
command the army and the naval land forces in land operatioms.

The land force in the Munda and Kolombangara Sectors in the ' i
latter part of June consisted of: MNavy, approximately 5,000 men; Army
about 5,500 sen. Both”vere comparatively well equipped. :

B, Rekata Area.

The seaplane Bass 1n the Biinta Avea was vithin the Shetense
whewe 18 conld he defanded Ny the Smsll plenés five B el v o
the plan was to reduce the Rekata Garrison Forece to the utmost; dut im
order to neutralize GUADALCANAL Island, one or two airfields were neces-
sary on the SANTA ISABFL Island, Therefore, it was decided to station
one combined speclal naval larding force, including a punitive force and
a fores to search for airfield (TN sites), on SANTA ISABEL !sh’l.. ﬁ;t"ﬁ
7 Combimed Special Naval Landing Force (commanded by Rear Admiral EAT- |
3URO (%_‘ff ) was the one designated to bDe sent in around the middle of
Janwary. The uﬁuz in of this Combined Special Naval Landing Force was
completed by the end of July, The entire fores was abous 3,800 and 1%
defended mainly the area around KIKATA, A part (™M of this fn_m‘) &
searched the southern part of SANTA ISABEL for a place suitable to duild

an airfield but could not find one.

o
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IV, *I* Qperaticn. ' '
Aplummunhtmtmp-hthwm-‘ﬂl.
New Guinea Areas following the withdrawal from GUADALCANAL Island, Howe
ever, due to harassment by eaeny planes, a crushing defeat was suffered
1a the Battls of the DISHARCK Sea onm 3 March in the New Ouinea Arves. Im
the Geatral Solozons irea shipping operations to MUNDA, KOTOMBANOARA, and
'BEKATA, vere carried out under terrific threat from enewy plunes. Furthere
more, the eneny repeated ita coatismems air ﬁthoitl on the Central Sﬂ“_
and the lae and Salaumua Areas, thus interfering vith our efforts to |
streagthen Mm%.moflmﬁn
In this way condis came such that the deployment of troops amd
the progress of fortifieation comstruction in the fromt lines were tre-
mondously delayed. The disparity Ibﬁ“ the enesy's force and ours be-
u-o increasingly greater. In order to break down this disparity, it was
extremely urgent that we neutralire the enemy alr fores at all costs and
carry out the (TR transportation of) supplies under (TN the protection of)
alr syremcy as well as take resolute sotion to cut off enemy reinforee-
acats and fapede the bulliing up of enemy combat strength.
: AL the seme time the Commnder-in-Chief of the Combined Fleet per-
sonally took charge and carried cut a genecral mobilizatiom of pleked alr
force wmaits under his command, and made plans to secure air supremacy im
the Southewst irea and also to cut the enemy's surply routes th‘ﬂfon.
the declcion was made to carry out the "I® Operation in tho early part of
April, the swmary of which s as followst '
\. Yorces committed.
1. 3 Meet,
96 fighter planes.
54 (11ght) bvombers. .
Several nth\&/ planes (™M torpedo bombers),
2. Land-based alr foroce.
Approximately 90 fighter: planes.
Approximately 20 (11ght) w=ders. :
Approximtely 45 land-based attack planes (TN M

12
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Several attack planes (TN torpedo bombers) _ /
B, Period of the operation.

1. First period - ,5muumm1.lohn-m(xm

2. Second period - 11 April to 20 April, New Guinea Area
(Y, M, Y2, Operations).
€. Plan of the distribution of forces.

o

Area hu-m alr foree 3 Meet
BUIN 32 fighter ,un- 9 (1ight) bombers 14
!z (1ight) bombers
reconmaissance phgu
BALLALR - 55 (11ght) bomders
BUKA 54 fighter planes ]
RABAUL . - 48 fighter planes 'l
VUBAKARAU 36 land-based attack planes ki
EAVIENG 36 land-based attack planes - -
KAVIENG
No 2 Several (1ight) bombers

w

D. Moving forward of the tactical command headquarters.
The head uarters of both the j Fleet and the MMM“
moved forvard to RABAUL and they directed their cperations from that peims.
E. FProgress.
1. X Attack (llrllttukellhlppluwu at OUADALCANAL),
Results of recommaissance carried out im the Guadalecamal
mwu@uuhwnm'mwlﬂmmﬁtm'uqu
cruisers, eight mtmu.\mumnn‘-n&mm. A mass alr
attack was carried out with 117 fighter planes and T1 earrier-borme
bombers. lnuuiudfnﬂhtnnu“mmm'lm
beaten dowm and the attack on shipping was carried out. Ameng our planes,
vhich had inflicted moderate to heavy damage om the majority of ships, #l
.-ntu-unuu.mu-nmmum
2. T2 Attack (attack om ememy shipping in ORO Bay).

On the llth,caiegy transports were observed assembling in the .-

Oro Bay Area. The attack on enewy shipping cutside HANR® Bay and ORO Bay
13
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vas carried out (TN ° indlcates exaot transliteration of the KANA) with
12 fighter: planes and 22 carrier-borne bombers. Two medium transports,
ome destroyer, and one small transport were sunk, s;lﬂ“)!-llm
shot down, 5ix of our planes went down in suicide attacks or falled to
o _'

‘#he plan to utilise destroyers as transperts to the Taluva
and l'l.-_md’u Areas was put loto effect durimg this attack. The Tuluwmm
Transport Operation was successfully completed on the 10th.and 13th.

3. Y Attack (attack on the Port Moresby Base.)

A recomnalssance made of the Port Moresby Base wp to 0700
hours on the 12th revealed that there were 55 large planes and 80 small
planes at their No 2 to No 6 airfields. Furthermore, there were ome
large transport and twé medium transports anchored there.

Our large mass formation comsisting of 43 medium attack
planes (TH _m’é) from the Attack Unit, 76 fighter planes from the Close
Cover Unit, and 55 fighter planes from the Intercepter Uni$, a total -ot
174 planes, swooped down om the airfields and amchorages. No 2, No §,
and No 6 Alrfields were blanketed with our bombs and great explosioms or
fires were started in 11 places. In addition, half of the 40 to 50 canm-
vas ghelters at No 6 airfield were destroyed. We shot down 28 enemy
planes and sank ome tranmsport. Mive of our rlanes went down in suicide
nm in thil great victory., :

- 4. Tl attack (Attack on shipping in the Rabi Area.) -

The first and second recommaissance carried out on the morming
of the 4th revealed that $here ¥are 10 large transports, and four mediwm
transports anchored at MILNE Bay. -One destroyer was reported moving north
through XOTSUSEIXN® (hannel (TN Presumably, GOSCHEN Strais) and 11 large
phmmhnrwphmmrmnmmmummtm
west of RABI, lo-llallrpﬂulth&uﬁwm? plapes and 37
land-based attack planes. We either uummm o
five largs transports, four medius transports and ems small transport.
In this great vietory, Wi of their planes vere shot dewn. Ten of our
planes went dova ia suicide attacks or falled to returs,

1k
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0. Combimed results.

Enemy Losses % Qur Losses
Participating Ships Atreraft Others Planes downed in Planes n-ny
bt Sunk Heavily Shot Destroyed m ::: w:l‘
damaged down on ground falled to retura. foreed landings,
1 cruiser 2 tyansports|134 planes| Several largel Moresby Air- | § land-based attack 5 land-based 2
80 land-based attack 2 destroyers Several sea |(including| planes, be- | field heavy planes attack plnu
planes 25 transports trucks 39 proba-| tween 10 and |damage in - -| 17 fighter planes 2 fighter planes
487 fighter: planes | - ; bles) seme odd small} three places.| 17 (1ight) bombers Total 7
115 (light) bombers planes. Rabi Alrfield| Total L2
Total 662 heavy dasage |
(Force employed in in one place
.m).
-
%
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E. Inspection tour of BUIN by Adm, YAANOTO (4,.25),

The Commander-in-Chief of the Combined Fleet, YAMANOTO, who had
achieved a great victory by carrying out repeated effective attacks against
eneny shipping and aireraft in the "I" Operation, planned to make an in-
spection tour of BUIN for the purpose of emcouraging front lime troops. On
18 March he, accompanied by the Chief of Staff and staff members, departed
BABAUL at 0900 hours on tve mediws attack planes escorted by nine fightery
planes. While proceeding toward BUIN they were attacked by 30 some odd
enemy planes over the waters west of BUINE. The plane carrying Commander-
in-Chief YAMAMOTO fell in the jJungles morth of BUIN and the Chief of Staff's
plane fell into the sea. This disaster resulted in the death of the Comman-
»mm-:.mm-ummzum.u“wnq
m‘mshnm:. This loss of Adm. YAMANOTC, who was held in vener-
nttuwnnu.u‘uqofﬂnnnllu.dnltuuhul-hnnll_o‘
Blov to the morale of all the military forces. Ties Admiral KoNDS (T 7 ),
who was second in command, to&fwu“otmmwnut.
Eovever, Adm. KOGA, Mineichi (’é”‘ﬁ$—ﬁ. Commander of the China Area
Fleet, was appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Oombined Fleet. On the 25th
he took over the command of the Combined Fleet.

o

17
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V. Counteroffensive of the enemy and the counterattack operations of
our forces at REEDOYA and BASSAU Bay. i
A. The enemy situation prior to the launching of the counter-
o!ftm!.n. -

1. The enemy, in launching its second counteroffensive im the
Seutheast Area, directed its attack tovard RENDOVA and NASSAU Bay in the
latter y.n of June. However, an offensive prior to these cperations was
-tmﬂhmmmnhunnnlw. landing on ATTU Island on the
same day. As this enemy offensive bore a direct threat to our homeland,
operations in the Southeast Area were markedly curtailed. The Commander-
in-Chief of the Comdined Fleet transferred about 20 percemt of the forces
in the course of being assigned or available for assigameat in the South-
~ east Area to the l-nhlunuuuuh. himself, was transferred to TOKYO
Bay from TRUK Island on 22 May, in preparation for operations both im the
Southern Area and the Northera Area. <

2. The enesy made a landing on HUSSEL Island om 21 May, hastily
constructed an advance airfield and actively employed this field from the
early part of May, mainly to streangthen its control of the air with smll
aireraft around MUNDA, KOLONBANGARA and southern BOUGAINVILLE. It alse
appoared that RUSSEL Island was actively used as a base for small-type
ships and craft. Om the other hand, in NEW GUINEA the enemy maintained
a group of airbases in BUNA and WAU Areas and the OWEN STANLEY Range,
~ gained control of the air in the lae, Salamaua and Finschhafen Areas and
completely severed our supply limes to those areas., The following is a
sumsary of enemy air raids.

-

Date e Central SCLONCHs LAE, SALAMAUA Areas
March 700 planes 270 planes

l.p-ri.l 500 planes o, e :
May g0 * 0 *

Jene ‘ 920 * Mo

3. Enemy surfage units repeatedly tombarded our air bases and |
vupply inctallations, ete, in the Wunda, Kolombangara snd Shortland Areas.

However, the damsge inflicted by the surface units was slight. m”_
bardment (TN may be swmmarized) as follows:
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Place of Bombardment

Damage

late Strength
3=k cruisers : ‘
5 March KOLOMBANGARA 3-4 destroyers Nome in particular
5 March MUNDA 2 cruisers 1,000 rounds of l. cm shells destroyed by fire, ome
5 destroyers searchlight! damaged; casualties of personne.
12 Marek MUNDA, KOLOMBANGARA Unknown Unknowa r"‘“z
12 &r KOLOMBANGARA § m::;:r . ..
20 Juse MUKDA Unknowa “Unknowa
. KOLOHBA TARA Unknown .
L BUIN, SHORTLAND Unknowa .
29 June FOLO BAGGARA 2 destroyers None
3 Jue Shortland Sesplane Base, 1 erutser Nome

Ballale Air Ease

1 destroyer

Nines 1laid at the somthern mouth of SHCRTLAND.
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4. The mumber of transport ln,l frequenting GUADALOANAL Island
in the Solomons Area and MILEE Bay in the New Guinea Area was great. Alr-
fields in these areas vere thoroughly maintained and 1% was estimated
that a great amount of arms and var materiel had deen accumalated. Adr-
bases No 1 to No 9 on GUADALCANAL Island were especially well kept wp; a
maximum of 500 aircraft were counted at imes:

B, Our nttuthn..

1. Because of the _lthll on ATTU Island on 12 May, it
seemed that attention was concemtrated on the Northern Area Operation: tem-
porarily and that the Southeastern Area was left to the responsidility of
the forces in that area, However, spurred by the concentration of enemy
troops and by their active operations in the Southeastern Arvea from about
the middle of June, a study to regain the initiative was conducted at the
Imperial Headquarters by, first of all, an active offensive operation im
the NEW GUINEA Area. This operation was concerned with the seisure of a
group of bases on the OWEN STANLEY Range which was a direct obstacle to
the operations in the NEW GUINEA Area, particularly to the transportation
operations. In addition, it was comcerned with draving the enemy inte a
tropical jungle area to corner them by jungle warfare at which we were
adept and to which they were not accustomed., From the Navy, one parachute
uwnit (YOKO ITTOKU) (TN presumably YOKOSUKA 1 Special Naval landing ':;;,
and a part of the base air force was to Wu“ with the army operationm.

The-study and prcpuitim for this operation were pushed for-
ward in the field from the latter part of Jup. However, because of the
extreme difficulty of c;ltmuu a road necessary for assault and equal
difficulty in the transportation of provisions to the forvard areas, the
realization of this operation was regarded to be guite a task, and its
execution before the latter part of August was considered impossibdle.
However, due to the enemy's counteroffensive at the end of Jume, this
operation was automatically cancelled.

2. Gomsiderable results vere obtained in the Central and southem
Solomons Area by enticing small enemy planes into combats for aerial su-
premacy from the early part of Jume to $he latter part of the sams menth.

2
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Hovever, it was difficult to prevent complétely the enemy planes from
_ ralding the Munda and Kolombangara Areas. Nevertheless, unprecedented re-
sults were achieved in these aerial supremacy combats.

3. Troop disposition in the Southeast Area on 30 Junme (the be-
ginning of the enemy counteroffensive at RENDOVA and mm Bay). After
withdrawal from aumz-nm Island, our forces, which were steadily rein-
forcing their military strength by a diversion of troops in the South-
eastern Area, had, more or less, the following troop disposition at the
time when the enemy opened the second phase of its counteroffensive in the
Southeastern Area on 30 June. ‘



[ e

a. Disposition of land forces.

Area Place Arny FTorce Haval Force Alrfield Remarks
KUKDA Southeast Detachuent Head- | & Combimed Special Naval Total Army and
quarters; 229 Regiment. landing Force Headquarters; 1 Haval streagth -
: Kure 6 Naval approximately
. hﬂh‘ ”.”.
Central KOLOMBANGARA | 13 Regiment Yokosuka 7 Special Naval 1
SOLONONS - landing Force
REKATA 1 infantry battalion 7 Combined Special Haval 1 Total Army and
Landing Force Headquarters; seaplane strength- app
Kure 7 Specilal Naval base R )
landing Force
BEIN 4 Iafantry battalioms; 1 Base Unit Headguarters; Central base for wnits
1 medium artillery Sasebo 6 Special Nawal 2 having small naval -
battalion. landing Forcag. aireraft.
- ———
{Borthern BALLALE Some troops for anti- .
SOLONONS aircraft defense coms: - 1
struction.
WK 1 cavalry regiment; Detachment of Sasebo 6
1 mountain artiliery Special Naval Landing 1 .
battery. Force. : =
KIETA 1 infantry battaliom;
1 mountainamrtillery Hone
battery
{NRY KAVIEHG 83 Guard Unit 2
IRBLAND ~
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quarters

a. Disposition of land forces, (comtd)
Area Place Army Foree Nuval Force Alrfield Remarks
8 Anti-aircraft Headquarters { Southeast Area Fleet Head- The main base for
and its sttached units; 38 quarters; & Fleet Head- Southeast Area
RABAUL DPivision Headjuarters quarters; 8 Base Unit Head- 3 Operations.
quarters; Units attached to
VY] the Southeast Area Fleet
BRITAIN
- 2 2 {fufantry battalions; also Detachment of the 81 Ouard ;
TULOVU forces waiting in readiness to| Umit. : 1
move forward to NEW GUI_IH..
1 infantry battalion Detachment of the 81 guard satss
SURUNI unit - - 1
LAE 51 Division Headquarters 7 Base Unit Headquarters; 1 Total army and nawal
_ 82 guard pnit. strength - approximately
15,000 (of thesé §,000
SALAMAUA 2 infantry battalions? Sasebo 5 Special Naval Landing 1 available for combat)
Foree
|-I : FINSCEHAFREN 1 Shipping Oroup Headcmarters Detachment of Sasebo; 5 $pecial None !
QUINEA Naval.landing Force
HADANG 18 Army Headquarters; Total army and maval
20 Division Headcuarters 1 strength - approximtely
20,000
o WEWAK 41 Division Headguarters 2 Special Base Unit Head- Total army and maval

strength - approximately
20,000 :
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b, Hawval force.
The § Fleet was eagaged in operations mainly with the
Shortland area as its base, while a part of the mm Fleet (the 2 Fleet)
with its base at TRUK was assisting in the Southeast Area operations.
e. Alr forges. :
Forgee built around the 11 Air Fleet as their mucleus:
Approximately 300 planes (deploysd principally on the
BISMARCK Archipelago and in the Northern SOLONON: Area). /

- Alr forces directly attached to the § Area Army: Approxi-

mately 180 planes, (deployed primcipally in the NEW GUINEA area).
C. Zaemy landings and our counter attacks.

From o:rl: morning of 30 June, strong enemy forces started u‘
land simultaneously at RENDOVA, NASSAU Bay, WICKEAM, WOODLARK,, and VIRU.
We carried out maval and air counterattacks in the New Oeorgia Area, rein-
forced army troops, carried through supplies to meet daily consumptiom,
and continued our fierce counterattacks over a long pericd. However, we
were overvhelmed by the enemy's material and military strength, and
finally on 1% August, had to imaugurate the withdrawal of our forces frmm
the Hunda Area to KOLOMBANGARA Island, On the following day, 15 August,
the enemy landed on VELLA LAVELIA Island, and our army in the Nev Oeorgia
Area became completely 1solated from its own forces to the rear.

As soon as the Mumda area operations became critical in the middle
of Augnst Imperial Headquarters concluded that there was no way to recover
the initiative, and on 13 August issued Imperial Hsadquarters Navy Staff
Section Directive No 267 convertiag the operations of the ceatral Sole-
moms area into a delaying action, and directing them to withdraw to the \
rear strategic line between the latter part of September and the first \‘\5
part of October. : £

The army and the mavy foroces in the field effected the KOLOM-

- BANGARA nu of utum-; between 27 September and 4 October through
concerted operations and withdrew their foree to BOUGAINVILLE Island with

about 80 percent success,

-
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Before the enemy attack, the consentration of strength on the lae
and the Salamaua Areas could met be effected as desired. There vas a
total strength of about 15,000 vhion mﬁhﬁm and na¥yy persomnel
and a large maaber of uauuu-.:m-ummuﬂmm
the Duna Arvea. Out of the above streagih, there were less than 5,000 whe
were fit for battle. Moreover, the reinforcement of troops, the replenish-
ment of supplies, and saval and air counterattacks were practically im-
possible because of enemy interference and also because of operations in the
dentral S0LOMONs. Consequently, simce the brave struggle rested upon the
shoulders of those stationed there without the reinforcement of a single
soldier, their fall was only a matter of time. Therefore, on 30 August
Imperial Hsadquarters decided as per Imperial Headquarters Navy Staff
Section Dirscti¥e No 271 to withdraw the forcee in the above area to the
Dampier Strait area.

On 4 September the enemy landed in POPOI® (TN Presumadly, HOPOI)
and on 5 September enemy paratroopers captured the region around the Madzad
Airfield so that our forces in the lae and Salamaua Areas became surrounded
on three sides. As the var sitwation grew vorse, our troops in the above
areas began to withdraw on 12 September to the Sip Area, dattling all the
way with the mud, mountains, cold and humidity. On the 22nd, the enemy
landed anewv in FINSCHHAFEN and our strateglc position grew suddenly worse.
The difficulty of our withdrawal through the jungles can be clearly seem by
the fact that our losses in military strength rose to approximately 50 per-
cent. A summary of the course of operations im the Mnlril SOLONONs and
the las and Salamaua Areas will de given again under differemt headings.
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VI Central Solomons Area Operations
Ay Enemy Landing on RENDOVA ‘ _
Judging from the infiltration of enemy forces into the Gatuleal

‘Island and Vangunu Island Areas, the active movements of enemy ships

and adreraft in the southern Sclemns Ares, and from the redie intelli-
genoe of the latter part of Jume, it was conslided that the enemy sounter. -
offensive was drewing near, Therefors, in the latter part of June, the
alr attack forces were {irst assembled in the Buin Area and deployed for
interception. Special attention was given to recomnaissance and to the

. sesurity of the Central Solomons area, but after the 26th the ensmy move-

ments slowed down somewhat, It was judged that recent enemy movements
had bearing on a large scale reinforcement operation in the Ouadaleanal
m,mmmmwrunmwm&w-
was temporarily called off, .

At midnight on the 29th submarine Fig-103 discovered over seven enemy
silhousttes while patrolling south of GATUKAI Island, Following this,
KOLOMBANGARA Island was attacked by two destroyers, and before dmm of
the 30th the airfield on SHORTLAMD and BALLALE Islandswere also shelled,
Moreover, the garrison foree on RENDOVA Island reported to have sighted
silhousttes of enemy ships in RENDOVA Bays

Thus, the situation became more critical and fimally at 0530 hours
on the 30th a large enemy foree started to land on the northem coast of
RENDOVA, Coineiding with this landing, the ensmy landed a part of its
forces on VIRU and WICKHAM and slso at the same time condusted landings
at NASSAU Bay and on WOODLARK Island in the New Ouines Aress.

The next enemy counteroffensive: was estimated in various ways and
a series of measures was taken (TH to mest the situstien). However, we
wwmﬁmmm)mm"ﬁm
islands across (TN from MUNDA) at the time of the invasion of MUNDA and
that they would proceed with their operations under the cover of heavy
guns (TN on thoss islands), Therefore, the landing on RENDOVA Island
completely baffled our forees.

mmmmmmmcm'“
since the tine of the Ouadaloanal Island operuiions. ﬁwm
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mmw.mummwmmm
neutralised not enly our positions but also the Munda and Kolosbangara
Adrfislds and all the while evaded the counteretfdeki: of owr ground
forces, Moreover;, they first landed on RENDOVA Island, and thus captured
" a sound operational key point which was not only located very near the
main landing point but also most conveniently situated for the next sttack;
thereafter they advanced toward the main landing pednt.

The ensmy, having profited from the experience of the night attacks
by our surface forces off GUADALCANAL Island, adopted tacties of rapid
and hasty disembarkation during the day hours when they landed on RENDOVA
Island, The convey returned promptly to the rear base during the day
hours and only surface forves for security measures were left during the
night, The speedy disembarkation of the enemy was absolutely mbraculous,
The convay sailed ‘after completing debarkation within two and a half hours
after arrival in port, Almost superhuman speed in the canstruction of
positions was displayed, as the ensmy began firing heavy guns within 27
hours after the entry of the convey into port.

B, Our counterattack measures for the time being,

1, In connection with the simultanecus counteroffensives of the
enemy in the SOLOMONS and NEW GUINEA, our basic policy on counterattack
operations was to secure the SOLOMONS and to hold out on NEW GUINEA, Fer
the time being, it was decided to concentrate and use the greater part of
the decisive naval and air strength in the Soleomons Area.

2, On the front facing the enemy counteroffénsife;, the Navy was
entrusted miinly with the land and sea defenses in the Central Solomons
Area, In the New Guinea Area the Ammy was in charge of the land (TN de-
fense) and the Navy in charge of the sea (TN defense), As a rule, the
Navy was responsible for the air operations in the Sclomons Ares,while
mwmmmmdmurmumhmm
Howsver, at the time of the enemy countereffensives, it was decided at the
beginning to withdraw the majority of the Ammy Adr Foree's attack strength
umm“hﬂuﬂhmu“?m

3. At that time our Naval strength ¥as scattered in the Truk, Rabsul,
Buka and Buin Areas either for maintenance or for transport duty, However,
it was to carry out anchorage raiding operstiens (TN TOTSUNYUSAKUSEN; an

27
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operation whereby surfice craft enter enemy nchorages, damage Sransports
ote and them escape) vwith those ships and smaller eraft readily available
for debunchment, and the remaining forces vers te ulekly gather in the
Rabaul area to gradually prepare for sounterattacks.

4. It was decided to send forvard immediately to the Southeast
mtnm-mmhmuhr‘ltmhmnmr"
for debauchment in the homsland area, and alse to comsentrate in the Soush-
east ares the submarises presently operating or being serviced in the Tyuk
Area. Furthermore, of the 2 Flee$, one cruiser and four destroyers were
(T8 seat) as reinforcements to the Southeast Area.

5e im.l the Southeast Area Fleet available for the decls
engagement at the time of enemy landings. .

a, Alr strength
53 Land-based attack planes.
83 Fighter planes
13 Bombers (1ight)
20 Beconnaissance seaplanes
b. BHNaval stremgth
1 Cruiser
& Destroyers
8 Submarines ;
C. Our "Blitzkrieg" Attack

The enemy landings at VIRU and VICKEAN were dealth with by our
forces there. Orders to vithdraw to the Nunda Area were givenm at an eppor-
tune time and at the same ¥ime all the counterattacking forces were concen-
trated on the ememy that landed om RENDOVA.

1., Alr attacks

On the 30th plans were made to neutralize enemy ailr power im
the Rendova Area and to attack eaemy convoys. Our maval air units, em=
ploying 72 fighter planes, 26 medium attack planes, and § carrier-borne
bombers, carried out a daylight attack on the Rendova Area, making tve
.uwuihmumnmm ¥hile engaging over a
‘hundred enemy planes in dariag air combat, we suocessfully attacked the

ensny convoy en tvo cccasions. Enemy losses were reported at eight trans.

ports either set afire or mw.mmuum
|

sunk, two destroyers i
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set afire and 50 planes shot down, Our losses included 17 medium attask
planes and 13 fighter planes which failed to return. Due to tenacious
interference by enemy figiiter planes, a decisive blow could not be struck
- against the enemy landing convay, ' '

2, Counterattack by surface units,

The commander of the 3 Destroyer Squadron, acting under orders,
hastily assembled at SHORTLAND destroyers in the Rabaul ares, On the
night of 30 June he attempted to raid the enemy's landing point with the
entire force of available destroyers., However, this force was not able to
assembile as desired. As it turned out, the raid was exeguted that night
with five destroyers under the commander of the 11 Destroyer: Division,

The raiding force moved soutiward from the west of VELLA LAVELLA.
At about 0130 hours 1 July, they arrived off the coast of RENDOVA, How-
ever, due to a squall, visibility becane limited and they were unable to -
make contact with the enemy, Moreover, they were unable to reach the
enemy's debarkation point, and withdrew without aceamplishing anything.

3, Uombat by ground forces, :

There was a garrison unit of appraximately 140 men on RENDOVA,
However, after reporting that the enemy was attacking,all communieationy
with the unit was cut off and the situation in that locality was unimown.

In this way the first day of the enemy landing passed without our
force being able to cause serious damage to the enemy, It ended by per-
mitting the enemy to establish a firm foothold for their landings, The
ensmy continued to pour convoys into the anchorage at RENDOVA on the
second day of the landing, w&-mummm
landing on the second day while receiving enly one counterattack frem our
small force of planes,

D. Raid on RENDOVA by the Armmy-Navy Combined Air Attack Force, and
the second anchorage raiding operation by the naval forge.

1. On the morning of the 2 July, 24 heavy bombers and 2, fighter
planes of the amy, combined with 20 nawy fighter planes to stexm RENDOVA
and to bamb the landing point. They reported great explosioms at two
places and the sinking of two small transports, However, considered
danage vas sustained by the army hesvy bombers. On the merning of the Ath,
17 heavy bombers and 17 fighter planes of the Amy joined with 49 navy
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losses rejported included the sinking of five transports and many small
mn.msmnnu-pomumgum.n{mmmtu
of 23 enemy planes. m"-r.ndeﬁMunmum
foreed landings.

The Army decided to discontimue air assault operations as a re-
sult of mounting caswalties suffered ia the two air assaults. :

2. The Surface Foroe (YUBARI and nime destroyers), which received
support from seaplame scoutiag (2N wnits), split wp inte twe forces and |
raided the anchorage at RENDOVA at 0000 hours on the 3rd. They shelled the *

eneny's debarkation point for approximately 10 minutes and cansed fires to
break out. On their retura trip they engaged 4n ememy motor torpede boat
unit and sank one of its craft.

3. “On the 2nd the enemy began a bdombardment oflh“w
with huv: artillery which it had landed at REEDOVA. Om th):'l it degaan
a mov landing on REBIANA® (TN Presumadly ROVIANA) Island. It appeared that
1t bad completed its landing om the 4th. It began bombardment of NUNDA with
heavy artillery on RUBIANA* Island.

The air supremacgy of the ememy air forces was complete and the
bombing of our positions was intensive. The results of our fesler cowmter-
attacks against such a superior enemy were questiomable.

E. Army gnd Navy operational agreemont; the opening of emsrgency
‘Sransport operations: and the moving forward of the higher headquarters,

1. Operational agreement between the § Area Army and the South-
east Area Fleot were established on the Nth. The essential points vere as
follewsi -

a. The main operation was to be directed agaimst the Central
SOLOMONS ; this area was to be secured.

b, The defenses in the New Georgia Area vere to be immediae
tely strengthened.

c. The New Guinea Area was to be held by local wanite in that

area.

& n.u.-.:uut—uma;Mh.ﬂon
to the Central SOLONONS as reinforeements. Nevalivessels were to be used
principally fer their transpertation.

2. Iattial transpertation of seldiers fros SHORELAND to KOLON-
BANGARA was Deing carried out by four destroyers on the NSh vhen a chames
engagement

Jd - : ot ik o&xmﬁ&iﬁ
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vas staged in the vieinity of KOLOMBANGARA at midnight of the same day
vith four enmemy cruisers and other ships. umﬂmﬂh&
troyer vere sunk. However, dus to interference by the enemy surface
force, we were not able to attain our landing o‘h:oﬂ}n. and returned to
SEORTLAND. Imperial Headquarters called this the 4 June Night Battle of

The enemy, on the other hand, again stepped wp its offensive
operations. On the 4th it began landings at RAISU® (TN Presumably RICE)
Bay. Next, om the 5th, it attempted to make a landing at BAIROKO; how-
ever, it was repulsed by our garrisonm force in the Bairoko Area.

Incview of the enemy's operational development, the situatiom re-
quired the immediate reinforcing of our forces in the Central SOLONONS,

3. Omn the 5th, our second troop transport operation to KOLON-

BANGARA was carried out under the following plani

Support Unit
Commander: Commander of 3 Destroyer Squadren
Strength: Three destroyers .

First Transport Unit
Commander: Ship Commander of 30 Destroyer Divisiem
Strength: Three destroyers,

Second Transport Unit
Commander: Ship Commiunder of 11 Destroyer Divisien
Strengthi l'm destroyers,

In this transport operition alse, in the vaters mortheast of
KOLOMBANGARA, opposition was encountered from an au- eruiser and several
destroyers at midnight on the 5th, and the transport operation had o be
. made wnder pressure, The 1 Transport wnit, for the most part, sucoess
fully accomplished its landing. Hovever, the 2 Transpert wait engaged in
action vith the enemy. Ome destroyer ran aground om the eastern shore of
KOLOMBANGARA Island (The majority of the troops debarked utm o
their base by land). Tve of the destroyers abundened plans for landing.
The remaining destroyer vas the oaly ome which was able %o emter the
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anchorage and suocessfully complete debarkation. The ARAZUKI, flagship
of the Support Unit, was sunk during this engagement with the enemy, and
one destroyer was damaged. However, we sank one ememy crulser; ﬂlll
eneny cruiser and three destroyers were either set afire or severely da-
maged. We succeeded in landing 850 troops. Imperial Headquarters called
this night battle, the 6 July Night Battle of KUIA Oulf,

4, The Uommander of the Scutheast Arsa Fleet, on the 6 July
transferred the Admiral's Flag from RABAUL to BUIN in order to alter the
grave situation and to raise the morale of all the forces. Prier to this,
on the 5th, the Commander of the § Fleet had advanced to SHORTLAND on
board the CHOKAI. Such being the case, the maval units operating in the
Southeast Area put forth their full efforts and advanced to the Hpim and
Shortland Areas which M-M,Mr resolute determination to recapture
s,

F. General enemy situation and our counter measures of 7 July.

1. On & July, the enemy, ocoupying RUBIANA®* Island three days
after the landing on RENDOVA, landed to the east and to the west of the
Munda Airfield, and at Port ENOGAI and Rice Bay located on the sastera
shore of KULA Oulf. The enesy further executed a pincers movement froem
the north and the south on the Munda Sector, a strategic point on NEW
GEORGIA Island, and proceeded to cﬁt off our sea transport route to this
sector. JNurthermore, enemy aircraft attacke on our pelltl.ll. in the
Munda and Kolombangara areas became intense. Conse uently, the fate of
the Munda § sctor became a matter of time bdut the heaviest blow to our
side was the bdlockade of KULA Qulf, -

2. The plan of naval units in the area to alter the (70 wn-
favorable situation of the) operations in the Central Solomons Area:

a. NEW GEORGIA, a key outpost for EOUGAINVILLE Island, to
be secured at all costs,

b, Reinforcement of approximately ome diviaionm of army
troops to be requested for the lulurshhuuﬁr“omm
plan. The plan for the deployment of troops was as follows:

: RICE Bay area - Approximately 2,000 men.

L
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Sector Tast (Atkawa (47 '')) Arvea) of Nunda Airfield -
: ol 3,000 .

hﬂm‘h’u-!.mﬂ

To be used as an attack force - 4,000 men

c. hllmpmmmrnm_hﬂmmhulh
strengthened if the New Georgia Area conld de defended.

3. The opinion of the § Area Army in regard to the foregoing
navy plan,

8. Army central authorities had me intemtion of reiaforcing
the New Georgia Area.

b, The § Area Army harbored doubts that BOUGAINVILLE Island
could be secured; Mh'rmr,; confidence to alter the war situation in
m;umnumuqhuhm

¢, The reinforcement of approximately one division to
strengthen the defense of BOUGAINVILLE Illaﬂmo;a;m

4, The above plan did mot progress as desired because of the
differences in opinions as stated in the foregoing between the Army and
avy in the local area concerning the Central Solomons operatioms.

G. Reinforcements to the Southeast Area.
1. Alr ‘tm.
The folloving reinforcements to the area were made on 2

a4, Planes from aircraft m.:-mia-zgmm

¢ and 28 (TN light) bombers, '

b. land-based air pover. (21 Ar Flotilla) - 20 fighter :
planes, 12 land-based attack planes, and 2 reconnaissands :
planes, i

2. Submrime stremgth - approximately eight submarines (Possible
to concentrate the entire strength by the latter parxt of July.
3. Naval strength, -

a. 30 Jume - ome cruiser and three destroyers.

b. 7 July - ome crulser and three destroyers.

¢. § July - 7 Oruiser Division ( 2 eruisers).

33 o
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&, mxn-u-n of troops, as shown above, could not
Tegain the initiative in the comdat situation im the central Solomons
area and since the nphc'onns.mu barely offset the losses, the
"difference in strength of our forces and the enesy's remained as great
as ever,

. Tmergency reinforcement of land forces and the moving forward of
the 13 Regiment to BAIROKO,

1. The Commander of the 8 Fleet, laying special importance on
regaining the hl.’thun in the combat situation im the vicinity of KUIA
Gulf, assused direct commnd of the flagship, CHDEAI, two cruisers amd
four destroyers to transport land forces to reinforce the above vicinity.
They departed from SHORTLAND at 1700 hours of the 9th and succeeded ia
landing 1,200 tru;l on KOLOMBAKGARA at midnight of the same day,

2. The 13 Infantry Regiment (Streagth - 1,300 treeps), which
was defending KOLOMBAKGARA, completed its movement to BAIROKD by '--«-‘u
craft on the evening of the 9th. Following this, the 1,200 troops that
landed on KOLOMBANGARA on the evening of the 9th also moved forward $o
BAIROKO on the 10th and joined with the 13 Infantry Regiment on the 11%h.

J. The emergency transport of land troops on 12 July. Om the
12th, one light cruiser and five destroyers under the comsand of the 2
Lestroyer Squadron Commander, escorting four destroyers that were trans-
porting 1,200 troops sortied from SHORTLAND, While maneuvering threugh
the sea north of KOLOMBANGARA, they engaged four enemy cruisers and sev-
eral destroyers in the sea northeast of EOLOMBANGARA at midnight of the
Save day. Although ome (TN ememy) ship was susk and amother set afire,
one of our ships, the JINTSU was sunk. While the support unit was en-
€aged in battle the transpert unit departing from VELLA Oulf completed
disesbarkntion on KDLOMBANGARA and returned safely. The Imperial Head~
quarters “iiﬂ‘.‘ this night bdattle as the Night Battle of 12 July off
the Coast of KOLOMBANGARA,

I. Situation of land operations during the middle of July and the
co=operation of the air uwnits in the land fighting.

1. Ia the early part of July, the enemy, who readied itself
to launch a pincers attack on the Munda area from the north and hm

3



gradually increased 1ts military strength and attacked BAIRCKO, the main
body advancing from the east of the Munda Alrfield and a part from Rice
Bay and Enogal Areas, On our side, thonhh..fthl;hm
Special Naval Landing Force, together with a gréater part ef the Southe
east Detachment, guarded the Munda Alrfield Sector, while the Kure 6
Special Baval landing Force defended the Rice Bay Area. On 10 July the
‘Kure 6 Special Naval landing Force Area was reinforoed by a part of the
13 Begiment, which came from KOLONBANGARA Island, and the Nunds Sector
was reinforced by the greater part of this regiment. Ia the latter sec-
tor, (!l' our force) engaged tho enemy in fierce combat im the ﬂohlﬁ
of AIKAWA on several occasions and inflicted heavy losses on them. Howe
ever, our losses, too, mounted, and gradually it because necessary to re-
duce our front. 5 .

Cn 14 July, the army force guarding the Munda Sector, the
main body of the crack 229 Regiment, launched a countereffénsive~ and .
routed the enemy to the AIKAWA Area. Eowever, on 17 July, the last daring
organized fighting, where even counter-landings were made near the mouth
of the AIKAWA River, was being carried out. In the Rice and Enogal Areas,
the li-centimeters Datteries of ENOGAI opposed the enemy landings effec-
tively, and our side vas carrying on admirably; but on 11 July these
batteries fell into enemy hands and our force in that area gradually with-
drev to BAIROKO. Tms, in the Munda and Bairoke areas, our forces were
overvhelmed by the superiority of the enemy land units and by the overeall
might of their concerted sea and air action in support of the land fighting.

The final stage of or-:lul resistence was approaching. a
force of approximately 170 men came from the Virw: Area by the overland
route and joined the main body of our force in the sector morth of NUNDA
on the 18th.

2. Together with the growing gravity of the war situation in
the Solomons area, our air force comcentrated its emtire strength and en-
gaged in such missions as neutralizing enemy ailr supremacy of the skies
over MUNDA, lsunching night raids on the enemy's rear bases to confuse
thes, attacking supply dumps at lasding poists, protecting sur reinforeing

ik
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units, and cutting off the ememy's reinforcemeats. In particular, our
attack on enemy fighter planes steadily OW good results, but it was
extresely difficult to meutralize the enemy air force which vas moticeably
superior both in mumber and replacement streagth. mlv. it came %0
a point where the ememy conducted mass raids on the Buin Area, which vas
our central base for small-type planes, for the purpose of destroying owr
alr strength and mullifying Shis base. Their raids on BUIN on the 17th am
18th, vith approximately 160 and 150 planes respectively, clearly indi-
cated their plan, Hovever, our air force's mﬁ-‘l over the base
were fieree, and 57 enemy planes were shot down on the aforementioned twe
days. Moreover, our air foree displayed such skill that less than 10 of -
our planes failed to return, and the enemy's aim to destroy our base was
completely thiwarted.

J. Operation to destroy the ememy fleet im KULA Oulf.

1, TFor some time our tramsportation teo KOLOMBANGARA Island had
been impeded at frequent intervals by the ememy naval umits, Therefors,
cpontioni transportation did not make headway according to our desires.
Thus, setting the date for the 15th, first, the destruction of the enemy
naval strength in the Enla Gulf area and, together with this agtion, the
transportation of equipment, ammunition, and approxisately 300 men %o
KOLOMBANGARA Island by utilising three destroyers, was to be attempted
by joint action of the entire Southeast Area surface strength.

2. In this operation, a part of the surface force (1 Carrier
Division, 8 Squadron, 10 Squadrom, MOGAMI, DYODO, NISSHIN, and 1 “.-
troyer), which had been alerted for the northeast operation;. was o
start out from the INLARD Sea on 10 July and advance to TRUK. Thus, i%
became possible for our surface force in the Oentral and South PACIFIC
to operate more flexibly, and, even in the Southeast Area, to condust
@uin operations,

3. Participating stremgth,

Hight action foree:
E 1 Squadron (2 eruisers), CEOEKAI 3 Destroyer

s 8 Squadron (1 1ight cruiser, 5“’#‘“’ i

<
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Transport wit: 3 destroyers
Alr foree: approximately 10 reconnaissance
Seaplames,

remsday

Juoxpubg |

-

4. Progress. The night action force and the tramsport wait
sallied forth from RABAUL and SHORTIAND respectively and joimed forces at
1730 hours on the 19th ia the BOUGAINVILLE Strait. At .midnight of the
same day, the night action force and the transpert umit u’nn-tdhtb
waters northwest of VELLA LAVELLA Island. The night action foroce sortied
into the northera waters off KOLONBEANGARA Island while the transport uait
sjsamed south through the VELLA Gulf,

At a little past twelve midnight, the night action force em-
gaged in combat with an enemy torpedo bomber unit (over 5 planes) on the
seas north of VELIA Gulf, The destroyer !flm-outi;dnlt. and
the KUMANO was hit by a torpedo, its rudder damaged, and its speed re-
duced to 24 knots. At 0115 hours they were again bombed by snemy planes
but did not suffer any damage. Then, too, the destroyer KIYONANI, which
was dispatched to rescue mr'mun. was not heard from after 0230 howrs.

In this manner, the might actlon unit sustained a surprise
attack by enemy aircraft before contacting the ememy surface unit, aand,
after losing two destroyers, left the scene of the battle and returmed
to RABAUL on the 20th. The transport unit succeeded in disembarking em
KOLOMBANGARA Island, covered Ly the night action force, tmt on its re-
turn trip it fought Vith ememy planes. Although two ships suffered
slight damage, they were able to return to RABAUL,

Instead of achieving our aim of destroying enemy maval
strength in this eperation, it resulted in losses %0 our side by the swr-
prise attack of enemy planes and ia the reduction of our mawal power,

K. $ituation in land operations during the latter part of July and
the tactical command policy for land varfare thereafter.

1. Situstion of land operations in the Manda Areas.

© he min foree of the 229 Reginent, vhich turaed the batils
in the Atkava Ares sast of the Manda Alrfield iste a decisive strugsle,

e
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suffered steadily mounting casualties. By nightfall of the 19th, commmi-
cation (P with the above regiment) had been completely sovered. There-
fore, positions were moved to the rear, and the battlefront ¥as shortened
%o the line connecting the Munda Airfield and BAIRCKO, !ounr: the

eneny thrust a wedge midway between BAIROKO and the Munda Alrfield .u

added a threat to our morth and south commnications. Thus, within a

period of ten days, the Munda Airfield had to de shmlo.ind. which became

the important turning peiat of the Cemtral Solomons campaign,

2, Subsequent tactical command policy for the Central Solomons

a. In view of the battle sitmation in the Munda and the
Kolombangara Areas, it was seea that it would be extremely difficult to
secure the above places, so the poliey was revised to hold out as :I.ong as
possible, iy
b. Attempt should be made to sustain the liunda and the Kolem-
bangara areas, to maintain a supply line, to evacuate non-combatants and
the liok‘auul wounded; and every effort should be made to supplement the
lostes in the ranks of the combatants and to maintain combat stremgth.

¢, If 1t should become difficult to hold out, the battleline
should be gradually reduced and witbhdrawa while lanflicting losses on the
enemy, and a final stand ¢hould be made within the effectively protected
sphere of BOUGAINVILLE Island based small planes,

d. BOUGAINVILLE Island should be stremgthened, especially n
the south around the Shortland Bay (TH 3ic) Sector and the Buka Sector
and military preparations should be speeded wp to secure the above areas;;
approximately one division of army troops, a navy anti-airecraft Mnu :
uait, coast artillery persoansl i: should be semt as reinforcemeats,

e. The strength of the base air tmmhm
and all losses swiftly mmmdmuﬂoﬂw“m-~
ments (m\rﬁau“&oﬂum}rmw) and stromgly push
a campaign to reduce enemy streagth, causing a breakdown ia the fighting
spirit of the enemy,
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' (Note) -mmuum-tmmu
the air force as of the latter part of July, .

. (1) Torees in cperation under the command of the 11 Alr

Tleet.
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(2) Torces under the command of the § Fleet.
lommmm
}i"lano-ph.rm-tunnounphm

m.mmurommamm«m
Ahv-qumﬂ;ua.

'f. The Combined Fleet attached importasce to the eperaticas
in the Southeast irea and proceeded on 4 August from the westers part of
tnnms..wmmuumummu-man.

L. Transport operations %o send the SouthySea ¥ Garrisen Unit to
BOUGAINVILLE AED BUKA.

1. This tn-pn.pm-unnuhuly essential operatioa
to direct the Central Solomons Area campaign smeothly. It was a part of
mmw&mmammmuamjmm
hﬂauummmumtormmaammum
defenses of the Bougainville Island Area quickly simes the battle sitwathdsn
in the central SOLOMONS had decome grave, and, moreover, thers was uneasi-
ness that BOUGAINVILLE Island would be quiekly overrua. :

2. The South Sea 4 Garrison Unit had been in readiness at TRUX
to strengthen the defense of the inner South Seas, dut the Imperial Head-
quarters Savy Staff Section Directive No 299 of 17 July transferred 1% out
of the jurisdiction of the commander of the 4 Fleet to the jurisdiction of
the § Area Aramy Commander. The special feature ottﬂl unit was that 1t
vas heavily equipped.

3« The transpert plan.

a. thh‘lﬁ';ﬂhl

Buln Transperts Uaiss j
N1SSEIN Commander -
3 destroyers ? Commander of
Buka Transpert Unit: 10 Squadrea
2 destroyers /

#0
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b. Carge.

ic

8 s £

Army personnsl 49 navy persommel
medium tanks

automobiles and tractors
fleld and anti-tank guns

cans of fuel for tanks

tons amsunition and provisions

3 destroyers

approximtely 600 army persommel
20 toms ordmance, amsunition, and provisiems

2 destroyers

approximately 420 army personnel
approximately 60 toms ordnance, ammunitios,
and provisions

ng
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. Decislon o the time for doeking

Since the NISSHIN wait, scheduled to dock in SHORTLAND
would require more than 10 hours o diseabark dus to its load of heavy
arms, it wvas decided to co-ordimate movements so that disembarkation might
be carried ous throughout the night. The plan was lald to advance during
the day wnder the cover of eseort fighter plames im areas demimated by
ensmy planes and to dock at SHORTLAND at dusk.

4, GSusmary of the progress.
a. Buin Transpert (T Operation).

(T8 The Buia Transport unit) sallied out from RABAUL en
21 July at 2015 hours, On the 22nd at 1350 hours it was attacked Wy 12
enemy B-1Ts, 20 bombers, 20 fighter planes, and 19 carrier bombers. Ia
spite of escort by 16 fighter planes, the NISSHIN sustained domd hite
(six direct hits), and raging fires broke out. It fisally samk at 1N03-
hours (at & poimt 6°28' 5 156° 45' X). Wnile three destroyers were en-
&aged in the resous of persomnel from the NISSHIN, the second wave of 17
eneny B-17's came over at 1615 hours and dropped bombs; hovever, there was
2o damage, Rescus work was discontimmed at 1630 hours for the time being.
(¥ The destroyers) Reached BUIN at 18515 hours and completed the landing
operation at 2000 hours. They sallied out from BUIN and at 2200 hours,
reached the point where NISSHIN sank. While they were engaged in rescus
work, the third wave of eneny planes came over at 2255 hours; therefors,
they left three cutters at the scens and headed for RABAUL.

‘ Exoept for the 189 men, whe were saved, NISSHIN was a
cemplete loss ia this transpert (TN operatien). However, the three des-
troyers succeeded in fulfilling the objectives of this Sransport eperatien,
though the South Seas ¥ Garrisen Usit lost a majority of its heavy equip-
ment and vas reduced to a fores having no outstandiag features.

b. BUEA franspert (T8 eperatienm). _

Tve destroyers in charge of the BUKA Transpert (W
mwunummmumm'“mm
and completed disesdariation on BUKA on the 22ad at 0600 hours. They re-
turned to RABAUL on the 2Jrd at 0900 howrs. '
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K. Vital trengperiatien to the Oentral SOLONONS.

Vith the eutting off of ewr supply 1ine by the encuy and Ahe
mammmnm-umnmmmw
plenishment of supplies to that area Dechme very difficult. Hovever, the
sitwation had reached o peist where, vithous immediste \reaspertatien of
a sisioum supply of 1200 toms of amsumitions and provisiens per month $e
the 16,000 men, they weuld fiad 1% difficult to hold out any lemger.
isrefore, the Sowileast Avee Tiset Neadeiartors mule plans to transpert
a Sotal asount of 930 tess of Wppliss by uiilistag Shres destreyers for
Shres rips, one sulmarize for six trips, and fishing beats and by taking
advastage of the moomless aight peried vhich starts during the latter part
of July. However, Vefors the transportation by fishing deats and submarise
mumum.mawh:uummmnmmt.

1. Three desiroyers carried out the transpert cperatiea to
EOLOMEANGARA Tsland om She aight of the Z3rd. The enewy wade its firss
attempt to iaterfere with the abeve Sransportation (28 opsvatien) Wy
motor torpedo toats in the KOIMBANGARA Area. However, the Sranspert wai$
repulsed them and sucoeedsd in disembarkatiom.

On S SuiMiiS Sour susey evaisers sk Shiee ey doss
\reyers appared 1h the KVLA Gif Area and bosbarded KOLONBABGARA and
BATROKD Islands, bus the Syansport unit did not emcowster the enesy.

2, On the night of 1 August, the transport wnis (thres destreyers)
sarried out a Sransport operation to the EOLONBANGARA Island (4ppreximately
500 men and about 140 teas of geods), escarted Vy ené destreyer, mainly for
protection aginst eneny moter Serpeds beats, md sussoded ia disen-
barkation. On the way, i3 was bosbed on tvo cesasions Yy enemy planes,
‘vt 3o damage resulted. Noreever, 1t engaged in comdat vith five meter
torpede beats in the VELIA Gulf and sask Shree of Shem.

3. On the night of § Augast, while the tyunsport wait, sempesed
ammﬁﬁmusdnm-mu"
ia & single colwm Shrough She morthern entrance of VELLA Gulf for the pwre
pose of Sransporting (B8 m)ummamds

| R
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surprise torpedo attack from an enemy destroyer unit which had previously
arrived and had lain in wait to the east in the lee of KOLOMBANGARA
Island, The three destroyers of the transport wmit imuediately broke inte
flames aid sank, ome after amether. Only the destroyer on patrol survived
and counterattacked. Im this night action, the ememy had completely
M us vith two cruisers, more than four destroyers, one plans, and
four motor torpedo boats and launched a surprise attack by means of skill-
ful tactice. Because of this attack, the transport operation to KOLON-.
BANGARA Island ws awmplete fallurs and resulted at a single streke, iu a
loss of three destroyers, which were sunk, 820 army persomnel and spproxi-
mately 70O erev members. Survivors numbered about 190 naval persemnel and
120 army persopmel. :

This transport operation turmed out % be the last reiaforee-
mont and supply operation to the Central Solomons Area. o

4, During the time the vital transport operation to KOLONBANGARA
Island was in progress, transport operations to REKATA were carried out
only once, That is $o say, three dntroiorl reached REKATA on the 2Tth at$
0100 hours and sucoeeded inm transporting 100 men of the 7 Combimed Speefal
Haval Land Forece, who remained in RABAUL, and approximately 100 toms of
amsunition and provisions., On tholr‘nlm.!rb. they took aboard one in-
fantry battalion (approximately 520 mem), which was scheduled to be trams-
ferred from the Rekata Area to the Mumda Area. They reached SHORTIAND ea
the night of the same day. During this operation, they were attacked Wy
enemy planes several times, but there was mo damage.

N, land operation situation in the Oumuh-uunhﬂu the
early and the middle part of August,

Our forces in the Munda Sector were comtimuing their fierce
fighting on 30 July with the reinforcement of two battaliens of the 230
Regiment, mewly arrived from KOLOMBANGARA Island, However, the losses of
the 299 Regiment steadily mounted and there was ne hepe of regaining the
initiative in the batile situation. In addition, the smemy's shelling
mmnwumm-ﬂummﬁﬁg&
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Jungle (T8 Presumably, jungle hideouts) was cleansdd out by the shelling
from more than 50 pieces of artillery and hy the bemding attacks of several
scores of planes day after day. Against this overvhelming stremgth of the
eneny's systematic attack, vith the air and the land forces vorking as a
unit, the magnificent fighting by our land troope was of no avail, Our
land troops finally abandoned the Nunda Atrfield on b August and were foreed
%o reduce their fromt to the sector morth of the airfield,

While proceeding by surface oraft to the aid of MUNDA from KOLOM-
BAGARA Island, the 230 Regiment was attacked by enemy motor torpedo boats
on the sea and (TN was forced to) land on BAANGA Island, Meanvhile, the
‘remnants of the 229 Regiment, which had been the main force in the Munda
w.nur:smumhmuumuu. On the 8th, the enemy
took possession of the Munda Airfield Sector and immedistely began putting
the airfield into shape., Thus, the New OGeorgia Area front becams un-
tenable and the Southeast Detachment and the § Combined Special Saval
landing Force Headquarters withdrew to KOLOMBANOGARA Island on the Sth for
the time bdeing to prepare for the mext counterattack..

‘hmlhh.lmnmphulnnunluliuﬂihﬁh
Airfield. On the same day, the ememy carried out s mev landing operatiem
on BAANGA Island and attempted to cut off our retreat. Our troops oa this
island carried out night raids on the ememy apd engaged in fierce fighting
in vhich half of the enemy force was killed but were maadle to turn them
back.

Tolloving the engmy's landing on BAANGA Island, the treeps in the
Northern Munda Ares rapidly bdegan to withdrav to EOLOMAANSIRA Islend,
Following this on 21 August, the troops on BAANGOA Ialand also began re-
treating to KOLOMNBANGARA Island by way of ARUNDNL Island,

The deployment of our forces in the latber part of August vas as
follows: g

A part of the main force (including the Sowtheast Detachment and
the § Combined Special Naval landing Force Headqmarters) was on EOLONBAR-
GARA Island, and a part of 1t was on ARUNDEL Island and GI20 Island, tu‘
These forces. retreated to KOLOMBANGARA Island oa 21 September.) .

IR
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0. Tuture command pelicles im the Cemtral Solomoms Ares mﬂuﬂ.

Vith the fall of the Nunda Airfield imto enemy hands, in the first
pATt of August, mot only 414 the var ¢itvabion fn the Gentral SOLONONS take
a sharp turn for the vorse, but POUGAINVILLE Island, which lies within the
ideal range for attsck by small type planes from that (¥§ Nusda) airfield,
was nov also gravely menaced, Moreover, the war eituation in the New
Guinea Area was also unfavorable to ovr side. The supplyieg of the h.-.
Salamaua Sector was discontimued, and the end to the holding of this sector
vas aprroaching, HBoth the ougainville and Dampier Strait Arveas, which
vere important outpostd - of RABAUL, the operational base, vers faced with
A Erwe crieis.

At this juncture, there was a grave difference of opinion detween
the Army and favy on vhether BOUGAINVILLE Island or the DANPIER Strait was
more importsnt., The Army stressed the New Ouinea-Fhiliprime Iéland lime
as the line of future ememy operations, while the Navy ntmiqi the Byu-
gainvl‘no-lnmr South Seas-Japan Proper line. However, vhen the matter
was considered strategically, it war realized that the Marlamss-Carolinme
Front and NEW GUINEA Island were in positions of mutual assistence, bdoth
offensively and dohnsinif. So, in the event of enemy attacks, unless
operations were initiated simultaneously om both the above fronts, the
orerational ebJoétlnu vwould probably not be attained., JFrom that view-
point, the Army's and Havy's contentions gradually returned to orthodex
(TF strategy) and an agreement vas reached to carry out the simmltaneous
defense of deth fromts. It was decided to speedily carry out comcrete
plans for this purpese. "!hqnfm -

1. The Southeast Area Fleet Headquarters transferred the ad-
airal's flag from BUIN to RABAUL o 3 August for a conference with the
Arsy en‘devising cowmtermsssures; 5o as mot %o overemphasize the Sactical
command of the Solomons ﬁu. .

2. The Combined Fleet Headquarters attached importance to the
operatioas in the Southeast Area and advanced to TRUK on 4 August,

3. The Impertal Headquarters set forth the gemeral owdlise of
the Cantral Solomoms Avea tacticsl command on 13 August in Isperial Head-

Lt
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quarters Bavy Staff Section Directive No 267. Its essential poimts vere
~ as follows: |

a. To plan to hold mahnﬁguzm" 1 thes u Uls
Central SOLOMONS a5 long as pessible,

b, To strengthen the defemses of the rear strategic line by
the latter part of September.

c. To endeavor to withdraw the forces i the Central Solo-
rons Area to the rear atﬁtodc points at an omm time, sometime
during the latter purt of qutnhcr and the early part of Cetober.

P, Enpemy landingg on VFLLA LAVELIA and our counterssback).

1. Im the early purt of August radlo ﬁtnlllcm‘ reported active
ensmy movewsnts. At the caxe time, Lhe concentralion of numerous enemy
naval vessels :ourd the Guadaleanmsl Area was dfscovered. Thus, it was
estimated that the next phasze of the enany offensive was near, and arouwnd
mid-August while precautions were deing exercised, easay lovﬁuftt. en-
pecially thoss aimed at the Solomons Area, became aggressively active,

2. Therefors, ths Southeast Area Tlest Headquarters on the 1Msh
ordered strict surveillance of the next phase of the enemy offentive im
the Solomons Area.

On the I’th at 0300 hours a large enemy force was sighted taking
a westward course at a poimt 10 mauiical miles south cf GATURAI Il-hnl.
Immedintely a scouting attack was carried oﬁt using six bozbers and &8
fighters, A total of 20 enemy tramsporte and destroyer:s in the process
of disembarking near BILOA in the southerm part of VELLA LAVELLA Island
was sighted, as well as t:.h' novements of four cruisers and cevea destroyers
in the vicinity of OIZ0 Strait. The firet phase of Lhe atlack was exe-
cuted dy cur repulsing of 50 ememy aireraft,

Follewing that, the second phase of the attacsk was carrled out
at 1000 hours by 11 bombers and N8 fighters, At 1530 hours, the third
phase of the attack was carried out by eight bomders and 45 fighters, In
contimuation of the above attacks, swocessive attacks vere made by medium
attacks plame units and seaplane scouting maits, P day's landing om -
VELLA IAVELLA, on the 15th, resulted im the following casualties for the

- : 47




Suak: four large type tramsports,
one oruiser,

oke destroyer

Shot down: 29 planes.

Heavily damaged and set afiret four large type Sransperts,
three places on land set afire,

In addition to the above, Sear misses were scored on one Srans-
pors, three cruisers and two destreyers, Our losses amounted %o 17 planes
vhieh made suleide crashes or falled te retwra (BN for other reasems.)

3o Particulars concerning the non-execution of the grownd

¥hen the enefly first landed at BILOA, a proposal was made st
She conference bdetween the § Fleet and the 17 Army that a counterlanding
with one battalion be effected, but the opinion of the § Area Avmy was
that a counterattack with the above number of men against the eneay troops
that landed, which were estimated $o be approximately ome brigade, was
like pouring water on a hot stome; (TN Commotes the idea of uselessness or
futility); and that, if the land fighting was to be conduoted in earmest,
it was mecessary to send in aprroximately two brigades. However, with the
existing transporfation and swpplying capacity, realization was almest im-
possible, Moreover, in view of the central (TN Presusibly, High Command
in TOKYO) authorities' plan, whereby our forces im the Solomons Ares were
to retreat step by step vhile reducing the snewy streagth and to defend
RABAUL %o the last, % was thought that the proper Shing was to cancel the
counterlanding and $0 send approximtely two iafantry companies plus several
land combat wmits to the vieinity of HORANIU (in the mortheast part of the
VELLA LAYELIA Island) %o acquire a transportation staging base for the
/EOLONBANGARA Island, Thus, as a result of the conference between the
Arsy and Navy Righer Headquarters in the area, the comnterlanding was can-
eelled.

4. Horahiu Transport Operation.

g
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4 Plan, ;
" txscution date - 17 August
landing point - HORANIV
fotces  employed.
u-mm-'
' 2 companies, army
‘1 platecn, navy
franspers wait -
3 shipberne motor torpedo boats
13 large landing bargss
Direct screeniag unit
L shipborme motor torpedo beoat
2 armed large landing barges
2 special subchasers
1 armored boat
iight action force
Gomnander - Gommander of the 3 Destreyer Squadrea
Strength - 4§ destroyers
fo suppert the entire operation
- Alr force - 938 Alr ln"w.

b. Frogress of the operation -

e transport wit sallied forth from ERVENZA on the
morning of the 17th. While other units were maneuvering to screes and
wthtmw\uﬂ.-m;.u-mmm
mmimﬂhimhthulmmﬂdﬂlﬂkmhm
uhn@otmlmmwn-hwlnﬂmﬂ,.
scored hits om Wwo destroyess, and withdrew from the scene of the battle
for the time being. _

The transport unit, which was wader the protectien of the

mmﬁ.mmmmnpumm-hmu

enemy planes, it searched for the base. udﬂd“-ﬂlt “
arrived at HORANIV anchorage and degan disembarkation.

£
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On the same day the screeming wait wvas attacksd by four
“Mwhh-ﬁ.u-ﬂhd“hw““u‘-.
ummmﬁm&ahuﬂm«mﬂmm
Sransport umit set out for BUIN; and, wnder attacks by ememy planes, 1%
returned to BUIN on the morning of the 28th,

' m.mnu-anmmwmm
navy persemnel, Moreover, ome ememy cruiser (or a large-iype destroyesd
was sunk and Swo destroyers were hit., Our losses were: twe destroyers
slightly damaged; tvo special subchasers, twe shipborme motor torpedo
t-n.m-.hnpmn.h;gpun.

Q. Situation of the land operations in the Comtral SOIONONS during
the latter part of August and the first part of September,
umun{totm-qwum‘hmn_db
August, our troops were strategically split up in the Central m
and became completely isolated. Relay supply, too, which had been mamaged
with a fev remaining small crafts, became completely severed om the 19th
due to ememy torpedo boats and plames,

Our force, a large part of which had bdeen concentrated on KOLOM~
BANGARA Island, attached importance to the defense of their outpost,
ARUNDEL Island, sad dispatched to ARUNDEL Island the 13 Infantry Regimems
vhich vas being evacuated to KDLOMBANGARA Island. With repeated counter-
attacks on the enemy vh!chhadhnﬂodﬂurolnhﬁ Angust, vwe inflicted
considerable loss,

In early September, the enemy opemed fire on KOLOMBANGARA Island
from their heavy artillery pul:!no on BAIRCEO and NEFUI® (TN Presumably
KABAPFY) lsland and also conducted suscessive air raids on KOLONBANGARA
Island,

Under this increasiagly heavy pressure, Unhdnptm
our owlpostip, ARUNDEL Island and 0I20 Island, we vould have had even ouwr
avenue of retreat éut off. (Comsequently oa 21 September we withirev com-
pmmw*-‘mm). In view of sush & war trend,
mwummnmmmm ‘Brror for REKATA)
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areas were graduwally withdrawm to BOUGAINVILLIE Island.
R Withdrawal operstions from EOLOMBANGARA. :

The transfer of forces from KEEATA during the latter part of
Augnst initiated vithiraval operations in the Cemtral SOLONONS. After
eareful comsideration of the sitwaticn in land eperatieas ia the avea (1
KOLGNBANGARA), the movements of the enemy, and She sirengtheaing of de-
fenses in BOUGAINVILLE Island, the evacuation of Sroops frem the Koloms-
mummﬁmmumnhuw
according to the following plans.

1. Summary of the planm,

a. To conceatrate apprroximately 12,000 army and navy ground
w.uumanmmmnmnmmsu.rmuu
mmzumnmmnummwuuum“
from the Buin area.

Y. To evacuate these Sroops hxmmmmﬁ-
southera coast of CEOISEUL Island (SUMBI Point to SAMBI Poiat) te the Buia
area, and, at the same time, to accommodate the sick and wounded in des-
troyers and evacuate them to the Rabaml area.

; c. Te entire mwal force and a part of the air fores to
assist in this transport operation.

~
-
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_ Foree . Commander Strength
Amphidious Force . Commander of the 2 Shipping growp Navy TANEGASEINA Foroe
 Meet  (ary) ' (9 Torpedo beats
Oommander gy -
; Unit deployed on CHOISEUL Island (TN CEOISEAUSO
: 17 Army Naval Action Unit (TN EAISENTAI)
‘ i ‘ (Aveut 70 Army small surface evaft)
| EONGMBANOARA | ' Sountheast Detachment & Gosbined Special Naval lending Foree
Island Garrisea Rorce [mtm) Southeast Detachment. Total about 12,000 men.
1 Assault Foroe e !m of the L SENDAI and 13 destroyers,
| | 3 Dostroyer Squadron .
— 936 Atr Group Commnder ittached Atr Vait (pproximtely 20 odd
reconnaissance seaplanes) ‘
_ Sugpert Toree = ‘Gommander of 7 Cruiser Divisien SUZUTA (Statiomed at RABAUL)

(NOTE) 11 Afr Flees Commander shall be in direct commsnd of the Base Alr Feres and shall suppert ‘
"

mm'
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3. Operation scheduls, _

a. X Day: ut-pu-u'r(sunumirmmm
night period, air operations were lqon!.’b*).
" be (%-1) Day: about 100 large landing barges to sally out,

supported by the assault force.

' ‘¢. ZDay: the siek and wounded to be accommodated and eve-
cuated on 2 destroyers. The Arundel operation to be completed by (X-1)
Day; assemdle on X Day at KOLOMBANGARA Island,

d. (Il) Day: withdrawal operations of the maim force to be
started with large landing barges supported by the total streagth of the
naval force and the air ferce.

4. Progress of the operatien.
/ a. The anghibisus fores.

The amphibious force sortied on 20 September from BUIN
udnuhﬁthmnbltpohtuthuﬂhﬁnudmnm
on the 25th after engaging in battle with enesy planes, metbr torpeds
boats and a destroyer division. %he boat unit (TN SHUTRITAI) suffered
considerable loss. The first transport unit left the assembly point after
sundown on the 29th, and disembarked om the 3J0th at SUMBI Foimt. Oa
1 Octeber about 100 enemy planes attacked our landing poiat but damage whe
slight. On the same day, after sundown, (TN the Sransport wnit) lef$
from SUNBI Point on its second evacuatien q;nun. arriving on the 2nd
at the assembly point on KOLOMBANGARA Island. It sailed on the same night,
after accommodating the persommel, for SUMBI and SAMBI Points asd arrived
after daybreak om the 3rd. However, dus to attacks along the vay from s
enemy destroyer division and a motor terpedo beat wnit, we again suffered
considerable lesses in small surface craft, From the Jrd to the 1Nth we
carried out three transport operations between CHOISEUL and BUIN vithout
encountering ememy opposition.

' b, Assault foree. _

(1) On the atght of 25 September the tramsport wnit

($hres destrayers) escorthd by the support watt
(eight dsstroyers) accommedated 2,115 stck and

.

Eaileaswodibive e



Doe Bo Mouzdl

wounded men at KOLOMBANGARA Island and evacuated
them safely to RABAUL.

(2) Then, en the night of 1 October, as four of our des-

sm.'umu.pmun«ml
Island in swppert of a growp of small eraft, an ‘
enemy surface foree was discovered. However, ll.l\

~ the small eraft wait came Detween our surface fores
aﬂln-ﬂ‘-n lost the opportunity for an en-
gagenment.

On the aight of the 2nd the transport umit (three des-
troyers), screened by one destroyer, reached the northern sxtremity of
KOLOMBANGARA Island and accommodated $roops. Wnile om its way dack, 1%
fou(,ﬁuu;mﬁvuhnmtamdtmuulmﬂmm
troysrs. A torpedo attack (14 torpedoes) was executed and the sownds of
" which confirmed hits; however, we left the sceme of action without com~
firming enemy losses.

In the meantime, four destroyers, which were under the
commander of the 3 Destroyer Squadrom, were on patrel in the northern
part of BEZIA® Sea (TH Presumadly VELLA Gulf) when they observed the
transport wnit engaged in action. Since our ships were in a comfused
tangle (76 the destroyers) refrained from participating in the engagemen$,

(3) The Base Alr Yorce co-operated ia the withdrawal

operation from KOLOMBANGARA Island, It carried omt
an air operation im the VELLA LAVELIA Area. Its tar-
p:. vere enemy tramnsports, support wumits, pesitioms,
the Nunda Airfield, fighter planes and so forth.
From 1 Octeber to 3 October 1% made six wasaults
with a total of approximately 150 dombers and
fighter planes, and schieved comsideradle suceess.

(4) Results,

 |Busmber of troops evasuated-

W the TANBGASEINA Toree - approximately 5,400 men.
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l.” men.

Large landing barges and torpeds boats lost - B.

sinor damage %o one destroyer.
£1lled ia aetion - 66 men. _
hw losses - one enemy dsstroyer was believed to
bave Deen sumk, but 1% was mot ocertain,
3. Withdrawal operationsfrom EORANTU (VELLA LAVELLA Island).
mits operation was & plamned vithdrawal effected following tho
vithiraval of forces from KOIOMBANGARA Island. In viev of the battle e

periences -.h«l «nu the withdrawal operations from xom Ilhﬂ.

it was planned to have destroyers transport landing barges te the forward
areas to minimize losses (TH bowmméd to ocecur), ifthohrpl!?.m
to travel om their own power. Om the return trip, the pick-up force (TN
the landing barges) was to navigate by its own powen Sakiag advantage of
the dark and its ability to elude (TH the enemy). ’

|-+ R A
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1. Participating streagth.

a. Suppert foree - 6 destroyem ﬂ.:‘mm-)
: yes

Transpert foree - J destreyers teo transport small
surface araft
b. PFlek-up foree .

Subchaser wnit -~ 1 subchaser
¥ comverted subchasers

Torpedo boat wait - 3 terpedo doats

Small landing eraft wmait - & small landing craft

e dhy
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2. Susmary of the pregress of the operatien.
a. Support fores. ; :

It sallied forth frem RAMUL ea & October, and vhile ad-
vancing south was spotted by emesmy aireraft morth of BUKA Island, Conse-
quently two destroyers were dispatched o escert the traniport foree after
aightfall. The tramspert foree detached 1%self fros the might Miding force
and proceeded ahead to BOUGAINVILLE Strait. Four cnemy destroyers were
discovered ia the direction of the assembly poimt at appreximately 1900
hours, a battle did not develep because the encwy was lost from sight due
S0 a squall that restricted tue field of vislon, Farthermore, a patrol
plane reported that an enemy eru}ur divislon and a destroyer divisiea
were iu the vieinity of the assembly poist. The suppord ferce commander,
assuning that i wollld be aifficult to accommcdate (TN ihe persemmesl) at
this time, resolved, first of all, to dectroy the snemy {leet. The trans-
port foree travelling ahead was =ithdrawa to the western entrance o-r .
SHORTIAND Bay, and the two aestrojers escorting the transport forece vere
recalled to Joln the main iforce vhile the sain fleet mansuvered teo lure
the cnemy fleet to the southwes$. The night ralding force (less 2 des-
troyers) sighted the snemy crulser divisiom (I cruisers) at 2035 hours,.
and she $wo desiroyers acvancing south to rejoin the main force sighted
She eneay destroyer division (3 destroyorz) at 2040 hours. This engage-
ment, to the west of VELLA LAVELLA lsland, developed into a flerce nawval
battls Detween the two forces. After approximately 50 mimites of Battls,
the enemy lost two srilsors and threa desSroyers; only one crulzer was

barely able o withiraw from the se:ne of battle. Out side loet only ome
| destroyer. The I[mperial Headquarters cailled the night dattle the ¥ight
Battle off VELLA LAVELLA Island,

Tae support foree commander ordered the tramspert foree
to retara to ils Dase ahead, A% 2140 hours, combined forces with the night
raldisg force at 2200 bours and progesded toward BABAUL.

b. Plck-wp force

e (T plek-up) forcs, sallied forth frem SUIN a 1453

hours on the 6th, sighted an sagagement at 2056 hours detween our surface

24
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force and the smeay's, and arrived at MANDATURA (11 ifi) assembly potat
(northwest section of VELLA LAVELLA Island) at 2310 hours. Accommodating
all persosnsl, total mumber - 589, the (TN pick-wp) fores departed fresm
this peiat at 0105 hours om the Teh and arrived safely again at HUIN.

2. Osneral results of the transportation of reiaforcemsnts o the
Central Solemons Area and withdrawal epervations (TN tmlhm.
SOLOMONS ) . :

h.ﬂl”ﬁdth“&hﬂol‘mh_hﬂh‘”
part of November 1942 since the Ceatral Solomons was looked wpen as the
intermediate dase for the Ouadalcanal operations. Felloving the withdvawal
from GUADALCANAL Island the Navy took over the sole respemsibility of de-
fending the Oentral SOLOMONS as the peripheral strategic point of the Sele-
;-uun..u.unmmtmamm.umw
to strengthen the defenses and reinforce the military strength. Nowever,
éue to the counteroffensive of the enemy, ve were fimally compelled to with-
drav completely. The Central SOLOMONS was entirely abandemed Ly the with-
draval from HORANIV,
The resulis of the Sransport operations of this period were as
follows.
1. ‘Transpert operations for reinforcement of military strength.
a. Muomda and Kglembangara transpert operations -
‘ FPlace of disemdarkation - NUNDA and EKOLONBANGARA.
Total strengith - 70 destroyers.
l-bu'.ttri'.u‘.-ﬁ.
kunber of swcsessful trips - 15.
Fumber of $rips inserfered with by the enemy - 8.
Fumber of troops = 9,963 men.
Cargoes - A large amount of ammnition, food and fusls,
(Note) 7his iadicates enly the recultz of the trans-
portation by combat wessels, mot by emall surface
e Fbon
b. BEekata transpors operationi .-
FPlace of disembarkation - REKATA,

57
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VII, New Guinea (NASSAU Bay to 5I0) eperatien,
A, Eneny landing at NASSAU Bay.

On 23 June, the ememy landed in the RENDOVA Arves in the cen=
mm-a.uﬁ-u—,mm.mamm,
south of SALAMAUA in NEN GUINEA,

B. Gemerel situstion of the New Guinea Area cperations prier to the
eneny landing ab NASSAU Bay. : |

A chain of alr bases was built in the BUNA Area by the enemy as
muumﬁomummmqm. It stepped wp
ite air sttacks, principally in the Las and Salamsus Aress. In its
ground operations it assembled a large foree in the Buna and Kumpsi River
r—. From these areas it pursued our retresting amy to the Mambare
and Wariya River Aress. On the other hand, enemy ground forces on the
WAU Plain were gradually being reinforced, They began to threaten the -
Salamaus sres from the west,

Our army carried out an attack on WAU with a fores of approme
imately 3,000 men of the GKABE ( /7] Z1C ) Detashment, which had landed in
the Salamsua Ares in the early part of Jamuary, However, it did net
suceeed, resulting enly in useless expenditure of stremgth, We began to
the northward advaneing enemy forces completed their advance to the
MAMBARE River; the ememy positions in the Wau Ares were strengthened
still further; and the enemy airfields at BULOLO and BULNA were put in
order, In order to break the unfavorsble situation in the Salammua Ares,
we attempted to transport the main bedy of the 51 Division to LAE in the
early part of Mareh, However, the foree was destroyed when the ensmy
skillfully delivered a surprise airersid, Thereafter, our forees could
not be reinforeed as desired, '

Fimally, after the middle of Mareh, we had no other course left
but %o try to mainbaln our strength in the Lee and Salemsus Aress by sube
marine tramspert operetions, During that time we susceeded in landing
800 land troope ab PINSCHHAPEN by means of four destreyers,

Witk the eaming of April, the enemy's nortiwerd sdvaneing farces

$9
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arrived in the vieiaity of WI, Thelr unit, which was advancing easte
ward from the Weu Aves, closed in st & point 1i kilemsters west of
SALAAUA, ‘

In this way, the situstion in the Las and Salamaus Areas daily
became more critical, Moreover, in view of the fact that the enemy was
inereasing its strength more and more in the middle of April. We em=
ployed the greater part of our air strength for decisive battle in carry-
ing out operations to cut off enemy reinforeements and supplies, How-
ever, we were not able to contimue these operstions with ocur inferior
air strength, After sarrying out the third attask in the New Guinea
Area, we ended the operations (Refer to the page on the "I" Operation),

With the coming of Mey the enemy began preparations for the
attack on LAE, They built a road for sutomobiles between WAU and WANPIT,
At the same time they stepped up their air attacks in the Lae and Sals-
maux Areas and greatly hampered ocur efforts to strengthen our capacity te
attack,

In order to improve the situstion in the Salamsua Area, our
naval units dispatehed the Sasebo 5 Special Naval Landing Foree (composed
of Commander TSUKIOKA ( /] |Z] ) and 262 men) from LAE to SALAMAUA, It
was used mainly to strengthen the defenses in the airfield sestars.

With the beginning of June, the enemy built new airfields st
BENA BINA and KAINANTU, A% Ahe same time, it showed signs of readiness
%o sttask SALAMAUA frem the south and wesh,

umﬁmwumnmm,mimm.
nmmmtmmn—muumm
mm-uum—-umummmm%
mw-:udmw—.mmsm
Landing Fores constituting the main body, and 500 men, who were :
of army units, nmwuwumuh
M.u-xmmmﬂcmmmnm
Bay, & weak peint in our dispositiens, Our . h“u%
dﬂ“”m“ﬁ”cm*mm*
sonnel, 4 v
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C. Our sounterattack policy in regard to enesy landings.

1. Based on the agreement between the higher ammy and navy
commanders in the Southeast Area, the operastional poliey im regard te
- enemy landings made simultanecusly in the Solomons and New Guinea
fronts, was that the Solomons operation would be the main operation and
the New Guines operstien would be suberdinsted to it, as previcusly mes-
tioned, However, despite all cur efforts to reinforce our stremgth in
the Lae and Selamsua areas, the enemy harressed us so thoroughly that it
became impossible for us to carry out transport operations by water,
Therefore, tactical command, whose objective was to increase the strength
to the required level and to hold this area, became difficult.

2, B_n,lﬁnetlnulwmmtmhmm;‘.-
ed the Salamana Area, first of all, to be the front lina position against
the enemy which had landed at NASSAU Bay. They selected LAE to be the
final defense position and decided to make this their decisive stand and
to hold out as long as they had stremgth left. For these reasons, em-
phasis was placed on holding the road link between LAE and SALAMAUA and
the sea lane used by small surfage craft,

D, Progress of the Salamsus Area operations.

The operatiens in the above area were principally amy operations;
nevertheless the Navy Land Combat Unit also participated in the fighting.
Therefore we shall relate principally the battles in which the Navy Land
Combat Unit partisipated.

1. Barly on the morning of 30 Junme about 2000 enemy troops
landed at NASSAU Bay, w:;mtmumnnmum
without being sble to offer much resistance.

Gorrelating with the landing at NASSAU Bay, the enemy uwsed
vastly superior sir pewer in intensifying the reids on LAE and SALAMAUA,
In one of these raids Commender TSUKIOKA, Commanding Officer of the
Sasebo 5 Special Naval Landing Force guarding the SALAMAUA Peminsula, was
Rit and killed in sction. The Gemsnding Officer of the 85 Commnieations
Unit, Capt IKEDA tosk over the Command of the Salemams Ouard Fevee.
Enemy grownd forees advancing from the MUBO, BOBDUBI, sad

=
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T, MITATA (hedghts nortiwest of SALAMAUA) in concert with the units
mmmm,w-mmmu\m:
the tactics of enveloping SALAMAUA from four sides, On 3 July, the eneay
began unloading heavy artillery st NASSAU Bay and the enemy attesks de-
veloped by degrees imto a fwll attask, and our forees were ctesdily bedng
Placed under pressure. On the 13th, our farce eperating in the Mabo
Area, withdrew to KOMIATUM, :

On the 20th, enemy forces in the Busang River Aves, situsted
midway between LAE and SALAMAUA, were graduslly reinforeed snd attempted
to sever land eommnieations betwesn IAE and SALAMAUA, Thevefore, %
members of the Navy Land Combat Unit were sent as reinforcemsnts frem LAE
to strengthen the Ammy force in that ares (Dt Presumsbly, Buang River
Ares). Bvery effort was made 4o preserve land commmiscsiions belsven
LAE and SALAMAUA,

' On the 23rd, the eneay made fresh landings south of ROKANA®

(TN: Presumably, LOKANU) Point, disembarking about a thousand treops, snd
began advancing nerthward, Our forces in the ROKANA* (TM: Presumsbly,
LOKANU) Area wers few, nusbering 300 army personnel and 50 mavy persomnel,
but they did well in impeding the enemy's northward advance and put up
stubborn resistance.

mmm,mw-ﬁnummmdm
with heavy artillery. Our forces sculd not stend the eveloping sttasks
of the enemy and, finally, on the 30th shortened the perimeter to the
Mt, Miyata - Bobdubdi - M$, Sayu (heights seuth of SALANAUA) line, center-
od arcund the town of SALAMAUA, .

mmmmnammmmm
tmum;,umm’mhww.mm
‘morale of all the forees,

Sinee the Rokans® (s m—ny.u-)uu-m
ua-s—mm.mmdmmm
Land Cambat Unit were sent as reinforeenents en 7 Abgust.

uammmuu\pq{-mm

. She wneny velaferssd 30 Yveepes: nnw“wﬁ. ar),
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of August the enemy troope that had landed at NASSAU Bay totaled sbout
8,000 men (D41 einee we werk). Umable to stem the furious air and
land attasks of the ememy, the Rokama® (DNi Presumsbly Lokamu) Ares
foll inte eneny hands on the lith, Next, owr forces in KOMIATUM and
BCBIUBI were also foreed to retrest to SALAMAUA, Purthermore, on the
2ith & part of the ensmy forees closed in on SALAMAUA, direstly threaten=
mmmmnt_u.tm_d-mm-m;md
tine, | |

On the 264h, the newly appeinted commanding officer of the
Sasebo 5 Spesial Neval Landing Force, Commander TAKEUGHI, took over
ommand of the Salamsus Guard Foree from Capt IKEDA,

2, In view of the fact that the war situation in the Salemsus
Ares was unfavershle for our side, and that it was extremely diffiewls -
%o hold the ares, Imperial Headquarters on 30 August, in Imperial Head-
quarters Navy Staff Sestion Directive No, 271, indicated the agresment
between the Amy and Navy High Command (TH: in TOKYO) concerming epers=
tions in the Las-Salamaua Ares, Its essential points were as followss

a. On the whole, to plan the holding cut to the utmest
by using losal forees to repulse enemy sttacks, and to retreat to the
strategic coastal ares of DAMPIER Strait at the opportuns mement,

bs To endeaver to speedily strengthen the defenses of the
Dempder Strait area through Amy and Navy co-operaticn, snd st the same
time, secure to the utmost the supply line by using every means availsble,
u-m«cm.mmum.

3. hmmmmmmmxh
mm.mwumumnm|ﬂw
Area, ¢

‘B mwmummmum*
mmmmmaummm
uwmmm.mmwmhﬁw
mu-.-u-b.hmu-nclsmwmtﬂ%\
mmmm«unumuwh. '
battle, hmummmh h
ummmwmmuhhm‘u
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Aves st the end of August.

b, The comsander of the 18 Army was designated to umify
and comsand the Army and Navy forces in the field, on 3 Septesber re~
lative to land operstions in the New Guinea area, e

A. On & Septesber about 15,000 of the enemy made fresh land~
ings at HOPOI, east of LAE, and, in order to pour in the main foree to
defend LAE, we had no recourse but to abanden the Salamaua Area, Frem
the 6th to the llth, the forces were gradually concentrated at LAE,

B. Progress of the operations in the Lae Ares.

1. Defenses in the Lae area,

In the Lae area the troops of the 82 Ouard Unit were the
prineipal defenders of the positions surrounding Mt, LAE and the west
airfield, while the troops of the 51 Division defended the east airfield
sector,

2. Enemy landing at HOPOI.

On 3 September, the enemy shifted its air attacks frem
SALAMAUA %6 LAE and, during this day's bembing, inflicted extremely
heavy damage to the headquarters of the army and naval forces and te he
las Alrfield, all of which were situsted in the viginity of Mty LiE.

Judging from this reid that the enemy's landing in the Lae
mmw,mtmmuoﬁnwmwt
close wateh, The enemy started landing at HOPOI frem the early merning
of 4 September, The initial enemy landing foree, under the suppert of
 superier air and sea power, began landing frem 70 large and small trens-
ports and from mumercus large landing crafts along a belt strebehing
from the vieinity of the left bank of the BULU River to the mouth of the
MONGI River. By 1500 hours, it looked as if (TN mm)‘,ua
whole, had been completed. It was estimsted that appraximstely 15,000
troops (TN had been landed), (U

Recelving the report of the start of the enemy landing, our
naval air force made an attack on the enemy landing point with an approxi-
mste total of 80 mediun attask planes, sarrier bembers, and earrier
fighters. ntm--u,'wwmuwwsum

(24
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ting of six transports and four destroyers and the other sonsisting of
’mm.mmamu-n-cm They made
an attack on the enemy conwvey and inflicted heavy damage on them, At
the same time they entangled with 4O P=38's which were patralling the
siies and shot down over cne-half of them, On the follewing day, the
mmmummmwmmmmc
HOPOX with & total of 55 medinm stteck planes and Zeve Pighters and ine
flicted some damage on them, On the éth-our naval air foree attasked
the enemy landing peint with 91 medium attack planes, csrrier bombers,
and Zero Fighters and inflicted some damage both on land and %o the
convoy, MHenceforth, the air foree shifted its attack cbjective to the
cutting off of the eney rear, -

+ Taany paretvoop force descending at MADZAB (TN or NADZAB).

 On the 5th the enamy dropped a parstroop foree of spproxis
mately 1,000 men on the Madsad Adrfield, 30 kilemeters northmesh of LAE
ummmmummwm'm.
the snemy surrounded and set up positions to attack LAE on four fronte:
HOPOX, MADZAB, SALAMAUA, and the sea, It put strong pressure on our
forees at LAE, cowordinating its movememts with those of the air foree
and moter torpedo bosts,

ke  Abandonment of LAE,

On the 8th the enemy destroyers intensified their fierce
bembardment of the area near Mt. LAE, and, at the same time, they started
ummmmdmmum,mdmmn-
mquMhMM m,m.qum
resolve 4o eross the BUSU River was finally reslised am the 10th, On
the 11th, the enesy began bambarding our principel positions in LAE with
heavy artillery, 1AE's doom was isminemt,

Therefore, samplying with orders from the 18 Amy, the com=
amder of the 51 Divisten, who had returned frem SALAKAUA to LAE e the
mmnuwdu-&d-ﬂ.mdw
to withdrew from LAS to the Sio area, -wm_m
eubodying the following general points:
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8, Proposed withdremal routes,
Withdrewal route no, 1 m-ﬁn'ﬂm
BWESI or BUSU) ~= Mt, SALAWAKET == 810
Withdremal route no, 21 LAS — YARU #(TM Presumshly
BID) <= 830 i 5
be Order of withdvewal, iy
First Echelen = The entire naval force, exsluding
the Lae Ouard Unit,
e B
Taird Echelon
Pourth Echelon — Ammy and naval forces defending LAE.
Pifth Echelon = Amy fores .
¢, Frotection of the withdrawing forees, The naval foree
relegated to this task of securing the ares around BUSHI #(TH Presumebly
BWUSSI or BUSU) and YERA (TN Presumsbly TALV), L
de The fourth echelon was to form the rear guard after
ecompletion of evacustion by the entire fores and then to overtake the
main wnit,
¢ Start of the withdrewal — 12 September,
5. SnAfS of the naval force commsnder snd the desth in sctiem
of the commender of the Sasebo 5 Spegiel Naval Landing Foree,
The commander of the 7 Base Force, Rear Admiral FUJITA
( 7% 7 ), whose re-sssignment had been oxlered some time before,
transforred his eommand to Rear Admival MORI ( 7x ) who had arrived ea
the submarine I-17A to take overhis post in IAR on the 9th, He (TN FWITA)
retired that sane day frem LAE, wheve the fighting was reging fléresly, en
the same submarine. The cammander of the Sasebe 5 Speclal Naval Landing
Force, Commander TAKSUGHI ( '77 /L ), was killed in astion on the 12th
while krsvely fighting wnder the flerce basbing of enemy planes.
It is needless to set forth at length here the grest influ-
ence exerted on the morale of the men by the shift and, again, by the
death in action of their commanders st this time when the tide ef the battle

was going against us,
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wmmwum
w—xamm
s Firet echelen: mdw'lm J e
u—mntpm.msmmmmuﬁ
Antiaireraft Defemse Unite Total of 1,054 men,
_ be Fourth eshelens nmmswm
Unit and a part of the Sasebo 5 Speeial Naval Landing Foree, Total of
1,000 men,
2, Peried of withdrewal,
s First eshelon left LAE on 12 Septesber and reashed SI0
on 14 Ostober - a period of 32 days,
bs Pourth echelon left LiE an 15 September and reached
KIARI on 18 October = a period of 33 days.
3. Results of the withdrawal, e
& Strength at the start of the withdramal - 2,054 men,
b Strength reaching the destinstion - 1,543 men,
oo (Percentage of the strength arriving st the destinsbien ~

%)

de Musber of men killed in ssbion, missing in seblen end
stragglers = 511 men,

o Number of sick and wounded svasuated - 1,134 mens . .

fo Actual combat strength - 409 men. (Percentage of the

ke Gemerel sumsary of progress.

The following is an cutline ef the withdrewal operstion of
the firet echelon, (The progress of the withdramwal cpersiien of other
echelons was similar to thet of the firet echelon.) : :

The withdrewing units 1eft LAE sb 1900 hours en the 12%h
carrying with them only rifles, ammnition and food, On the 13th 4t was
necessary to escape through the pincers sttask of the emmy in the reglen
between BUSU River and MADZAB, mm‘.m“~ 7
terrain and the eneny situstion, the leading troeps suffered o emveloping |
surprise attack from the enemy paratveop force ab 1030 hours e

i
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mmuutmmmm-—*mmt-m
u.mm,mmmwmmmdm
and started through the jungle for YARU® (TN mm

' On the 15th, when the main bedy of firet echals
nearing the Yaru area, the advance guard (34 men) whieh was
mmmam—umuuumwwndnrw
sance of enemy planes and lost contact with the main body. '
mmmwmnmm,qu.n—n.&h
fighting, most of them (TN advance guara) were killed, nu-hh(rn-

tinued its march toward the north, mmmammmw

mdmtmmmmunmjmhm mmm
unmudmdthonrchbounmr-bmmnthm,“
four days later, it emtered the great jungle region in the SALAWAKET
Mountain Range (over 3,000 meters above sea~level). Mpm;-m
continued, one after ancther; there were no roadsj and the tesperature.
vwent down to five degrees. It was a hardship really unbearable for the
tmmwwmpmtwmhmem
(TN off cliffs) occurred in succession. wammmm
in the steep jungle region and comtinued for several days in '
mmmnuthm,mm*m
mrmm;mmu,wmmmaﬁﬂh
was no longer able to continue; therefore, Capt IKEDA, Commander of the 85
Communications Unit, took over the command of the first echelem. On the
9th they barely reached KIARI on the north ccast. After about four days’
rest, they again started marching and on the lith reached 5I0. :
ma—-mwtmmmm—xmm
mtmumu;h“ﬂtmmm.p
Mummmmwoﬂt&#uﬂoﬂm
during the emtire New Cuines campaign. The enemy inflicted an ammih
blow on us without engaging in direet sembat,

&
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G. Finschhafen area operations.

1. After the enemy landed at HOPOI, our air force ngthened
mmummmw-m.(ﬂ hm)wﬂ-
mm,muwmm mmmuﬂu
mmummwummmmn
mhmm,auumm.wmumu—n
mﬂmﬁm“ummdmwhmmn;_
Morebe River mouth, Balurusu® (TN Presumably Hercules) Bay, Cape Ward
Hunt, Buna Anchorege, Ore Bay, Cape Nelson, and Cape Boshiru® (TN Pre~
sumably Vogel) Areas. Its strength consisted of 23 transports, one tanker,
26 sea trucks, 26 special landing transports, about 50 ships and small
eraft, 3 cruisers, and 8 destroyers, It was concluded that the enemy's
st FINSCHHATEN and the western part of NEW BRITAIN, .

As per expectation, the enemy started to land at ARNDT Peint,
north of FINSCHHAFEN on the 22nd. 3

2, Concentration of our strength in the Finschhafen area,

Our fores, which concluded that it would be diffiecult to held
SALAMAUA and LAE, decided to advance the crack 20 Division of the 18 Army
to the Pinschhafen Area, the foremost key position east of the DAMPIER
Strait. mm-mmgw%mmormm
S Nadang Ares, and the sencemtretion of aboub twe battelicas in She
Pinschhafen area was to be completed by the latter part of September,

3. umcturwuthuniotsnwm

and the strength of the enemy's landing fores.
wmumwmumusdmm
mmamw:-«mmumanm*
3500 men under the command of Maj Gen YAWDA ( 2/ /7 ), Avmy 1 Shipping
placed under the unified command of Maj Gen YAMADA. ‘ AR

and an army foree comprised of about 600 men in the seetor sast o

49

R

tiened about 2500 men west of Capt CRSTIN which was south of PINSCHEAPEN
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MONCI River, and detailed the direct defense of FINSCHHAVEN to the nevy
forces. |
started to land north (TN of FINSCHHAFEN) near ARNDT Pednt. m-r
dtmmmmmmuhmmmw-ﬁg@
indications that they received reinforcements of about 1500 men on the 23rd
and about 2000 more on the 29th,

he Progress of the land operetions, .

On the 23rd the enemy started to move soutimard frem ARNDT
Point and a vielent battle ensued as they slesed in on the 85 Ouard Unit,
Alded by heavy guns, our Naval Land Combat Unit wif sleep or rest re-
pulsed the oncoming enemy in a daring struggle, but finally on the 27th
we were enveloped and forced into a critical situatien. ‘

On one hand, the army force commanded by Maj Gen YAMADA cen~
centrated its strength in the SATTELBERG Highlands for the time being whem
the enemy landed via the sea at ARNDT Peint. Troop movements to the SATTEL-
mem-nnqammuumumm-m
my into combat since our policy was to attack after the enemy situstion had
been thoroughly studied; these movements were completed on the 27th. On
the other hand, our Naval Land Combat Unit, which had been surrounded and
was engaged in bitter combat with the enemy, lost practically all of its
rifle unit. u,mm,umuuu—um(ﬂ
numm«mmm)-zmam
there on the 2nd, Mumwmdmm*“
mmmmmummmm

On the 17h the 20 Divisien arvived ab WARED, nerth of She
SATTELBERG Highlands, raising the total strength of the amy feress %o
7000, maummmmuwm;,
wmmm“muuuﬂﬂm*.
nivm.n)mr-ncummummm '
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In addition to the less of its rifle unit, the 85 Guard Unit
was plagaed with 1llness and leck of ammnition and provisions, Since it
uumnatlumumnnm it was assigned to
mmmﬂm;uu-mmnmmm
mmmmumnmmmuamuﬂu
the 7 Base Unit which had withdrawn frem LAE.

The 20 Division made a second unsuccessful general attack in
the latter part of November, Thereafter, the division assembled its forees
at WAREO. It was decided to formulate future plans while thus confronting
the enemy.

5. Operstions of the Air Force and Submarine Perce, ‘

Our Naval Alr Porce planned the amnihilstion of the enemy son-
voy st the onset of the landings. On 22 September, six medium attack
mmssmmmm:mmm:-mﬂ
bound ‘enemy cenvey at a poinmt about 20 nautieal miles southeast of Gape
CRETIN. A great vistory in the sinking of two cruisers, two destroyers,
and two trensperts was reperted., Moreover, 1, enemy planes were reported
shot down in aerial combat with a mass of enemy fighters which were om
patrol. Pourteen of our planes either crashed, dived or failed to retur
(=M: for other reasons). On the same day our Submarine Force stationed
four submarines outsids FINSCHHAFEN and Cape CRETIN for the purpose of
cutting off enemy reinforcements. '

On the 24th, nine medium attack planes and 31 Zere Pighbers
attacked the Pinschhafen Airfield and engaging in combat with 32 enemy
fighter planss, shot dewm 12 planes, On Ahe 260h, 28 medinm sbbash
planes bembed ARNDT Peint and blanketed the enemy antiaivereft positions
with many bombe. '

On 1 October one of our submarines succeeded in our fimal
transportation operetion to FINSCHNAFEN. On the 3rd, ambther submarine
sighted three enemy destreyers about 30 mautical miles nerth of Gape
WARD HUNT and sank one of them. '

mwmmm-m-mum

4




off Cape CRETIN with 4 carrier besbers and 20 Zere Pighter Flsiee
m,w;numdmm,ﬂlﬂlhd.‘
saults on (T Sneay) positions st PINSGHNAPEN, the dropping of supslies
to our forces in that ares, and the cubting eff of the Tesr of the eney
on the nerthern cosst of NEN GUINEA. Our New Guines aerial eperaticns
wonmmﬂﬂnwm-‘QMGNM

6. Effect of the enemy landing at FINSCHIAVEN en the tastiss
cammand of our forces, '

The full-scale plan for setting up defenses on beth sides of

the DAMPIER Streit had not yet been earried out, Nereover, within 20
days after the end of August when the Imperial Nesdquarters had desided
u{mnmumm,oeanummwu,m
the strateglc point commanding the DAMPIER Strait, and, having ne defense
measure set up against such a swift counterettack in this area, (TH: eur
forces) were compelled to exscute a large-scale tactical retrest to gain
time and to secure a defense line capable of holding out and frem whieh
the enemy could be met.
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