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U.S. S. RICHARD W. SUESENS (DE 342~ Flagship, 
FLBB'J' POST OFPICB 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

File No. DIV69/U6-.3 
Serial No. 004 
TCP:tgs 

14 December 1944 

SECRET 

From: 
To : 
Via : 

Subject: 

1. 

FIR$T ENDORSEMENI' to C.O. EX-U.S.S. SAMUEL B. ROBERTS 
(DE-41.3) Secret ltr. file DE-41.3/Al6-.3(Zbk), Serial XOOl, 
dated 20 November 1944. 

Commander Destroyer Escort Division SIXTY-NINE. 
The Secretary of the Navy. 
(1) The Commander Carrier Division TWENl'Y-FIVE 

(Commander Task Unit 77.4 • .3). 
(2} The Commander Seventh Fleet. 
(.3) The Commander in Chie£, United States Fleet. 

Bombined Action Report, Surface Engagement off Samar, 
Philippine IslandsJ and Report of Loss of u.s.s. 
SAMUEL B. ROBERl'S \DE-41.3) , on 25 October 1944. 

Forwarded. 

2. The performance of duty of the u.s.s. SAMUEL B. ROBERl'S 
in the battle off Samar Island October 25, 1944 was in every respeut 
in accordance with the highest traditions of the u.s. Naval Service. 
I consider that the Commanding Officer, Lieut.Comdr. R.W. Copeland, 
u.s.N.R., distinguished bimselt conspicuously by gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty and without detriment to the mission of his command. 
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SECOND ENDORSEMENT on 
CO; USS SAMUEL B. ROBERTS 
ltr. DE-413/Al&-3/(Z:bk) ' 
Serial X>Ol of 20 Nov. 1944. 

21 December 1944. 

From: 

To: 
Via: 

Subject: 

1. 

Commander Carrier Division TWENTY-FIVE (Commander 
Task Unit 77.4.3). 
The Secretary of the Navy. 
(1) The Commander SEVENTH Fleet. 
(2) The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet. 

Combined Action Report, Surface Engagement off 
Samar, Philippine Islands, and Report of Loss of 
U.S.S. SAMUEL B. ROBERTS (DE-413), on 25 October 
1944. 

Forwarded. 
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No. O..~:_q.f3_4_~~--· 

UNITED STATES FLEET 
.COMMANDER SEVENTH l"LEET 

R.S. NOo---3l-~S_1 ______ , 
AJ.6-3(2) (:r-3-4./e.eh) 

Serial 0 0 13 41 

~ ENDORSDIENT to: 
;BS SAMOJL B. ROBERTS 

ltr DI-413/Al6-3 (Z:bk) 
serial XOOl of 20 Nov.l944. 

L 

:rrom: commander Seventh Fle et. 

'" l .. ;1945 
... ,_ 
-v 

0 

_,... ... 
~v 

To : 
(;J Secretary ot the Navy. ~ 

Via : 

SUbject: 

1. 

(1) Commander in Chief, United States Fleet. 

Combine Action Report, Surface Engagement ott 
Samar, Philippine Islands, and Report of Loss of 
U.S.S. SAMUEL B. ROBERTS \DE-413), on 25 October 
1944. 

Forwarded. 

~' 
'--.> 
~ . 

2. The performance ot the Commanding Officer, Officers 
and crew of the u.s.s. SAMUEL B. ROBERTS in the surface engage
ment ott Samar was a credit to the traditions of the Naval Ser
vice. 

3. Attention is particularly invited to the comments 
ot the Commanding Officer on following points: 

(a) The efficacy ot smoke screens in reducing the 
effectiveness ot Japanese gunfire. (page 4) 

(b) The value of retaining torpedo armament on 
Destroyer ~scorts ot the SAMUEL B. ROBERTS 
type. (page 7) 

(c) The proven value of previous recognition train
ing in a Naval Action. 

4. By copy ot this endorsement, the Commander 
Destroyer Escort Division 69 is requested to obtain and mail 
copy ot this report to the Commander Seventh Fleet tor his file. 

Je.~ 
l<t!' "AID 

Copy to: 
Com.CarDiv 25 

~ c.l i) ComCortti v 69 ( 2) 
' . 
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