REMARKS TAREN FROLL ACTION REPORTS FOR YORKTOWN AIR GROUP IN
- CORAL SEA ENGAGEMENT

1. The foliowing remarks are taken from Action Report:
Eor UsS¢S. YORKTOWN Air Group in Coral Sea engagement:

/

(a) VB=5 dive bombing attack on ships in Tulagi Harbor:

"Telescope sights and windshields fogged very heavily
during diving. Started to fog at 7,000 feet. Nany pilots
were forced to release high becauvuse of this." Again on
lMay 8 the same sguadron reported telescope 31ghts fogged
severely during lelng, a8 a result of which boublng
accuracy was considered to have been reduced by 75%. Again
on attack May 8 by same squadron, VB-5H, all telescope sight:
and windshields fogged heavily duriuw last part of dive and
after pull;out

(b) Pllot of VP=42 in attacking a type 97 Kowanishi
flying boat remarks:

"The enemy was firing out of a rectangular welst hatch
positioned like the blisters on our PBY-5. Apparently he
could: not fire forward of thc beam from this position,"

(c) May 7 = VS<H made diving attack on cncmy CV with 17
SBD=31s, Onec bomb rclease [~iled to function during attack,

(d) Report of VEP-42, Combat Air Patrol, (Lt.Cdr.Platicy

"At 1750 on the evening of liay 7, 1942 1 took off from
the U,5.5. YORKTOWN to investigate Radar contacts to the
west of the ship. ‘Badio silence was not in cffecet, T8E ~
F.D.0. aboard the U.S8.S. LEXINGTON ordercd me out with thies
(3) trro=plane sections to effcct an interception. Actuallys
seven (7) plancs were in my division. The wcather was ovens

cast with numerous squalls., Ve cventually made contact it
encmy navy d;ve-bomberu - Tyne 99 Apparcntlj an entire

fightcrs, who had elreedy ttacked by the timc I arrived ',
the vicinity. Through a squall I could seec fires of dormed
planes on the water, At this time I asked thc F.D,0. what @
type of plancs we could oxpeet to contact, The C.0. of VEf
‘informed me that they were enemy fighters. Just orior to®
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(4) Our surfacc forces remained in close contact both
fore and during the attack. This made the attack much
supler for the enemy aireraft., It 1s thought that our
yrces should have been separated at lesast 15 miles. There
ve sufficlent licht forces available to protect both car-
.ers separately.

(5) Vie mist heve more VE gircrait on our carriers. 1L
} suggested that inmediate steps be taken to reduce the
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mmes of .carrier besed aircrait to tvos(l) VP and Ae ) VSTIB.

ily dn this ranner can ve carry the number of T1ghters
igessary to protect our carriers,
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screen showed enemy planes approaching at low altitude,
'pQSSlbly tornedo planes, so I was alert for their appearance.
I waited a few minutes and when nothing hapnened I asked for
dinformation., I was then directed to climb and intercept an
atback approachimg above 10,000 feet, The order was late and
by the time I broke througn the scattered clouds at 6,000
_feet the torpedo. and dive bombing attack on own flpet was
e Ll developed i headed for own forces and when about 5
mniles from center of our digposition I saw Jap fighters
attacking some of our planes which I took to be SBD's vho
vere acting as an anti-torpedo plane patrol, I vent to
their assistance,

In The coursc of the ensuing engageuent I shot dovm one
Jap Zero fighter, Illy other three planes not being in sight
I cireled ovm force looking for eneny alrcraft. FPFinding none
I returned %o thc scene of my first action ond found three
type Zero flghtorg mildling srounds 1 atbtacked ogain and
definitely viingod onc, However, I was badly outnumbered and
broke off. the ecngaq g<ncnt 1 rovurned Yo ny carrier, landed,
Lesopwaiceg and took to the cir vith four plancs £or ceonbat
patrol anbye Vo seow ho more of the Jops that day.

Ohe of my original four plancs vas forced dovn in the
Wator during the attock but the pilot was rocovered by one
of our destroycrs.

CONCLUSIONS s
(11 With ouy corricr oxpocting on attack one Half of
availdanle VB werc scnt as escorts with om attack group. LTHES

1ol only about 16 VE to protest two corriers., 1t 1s estimate
od Uliot coriemy oscorting VI numbored sbout 30, 7Tt yias & gricys
ous mistrke to divide  our pdCiPplly fou fighlters,

(2] Thoe fov fightcrs that we did have werc hendled very
poorly, fho original rodor conboet vias mode with tho erlemy
68 miles distent. Instead of sending all fishters ont teo
dterceont ot o moxinum distonce they werc divided into ob
1cast four groups, ond were ulqp(T°vd at various “thtvdcs
ond distances, 4&s far as ds knon no fighter grbup intercep=
tod the cnemy before they started their attacl,

. (3) As égador of o group of dcfcnsive fighters I wras not
derinitely ®ola thet crnomy slreraft veore on thHe radar sercen.
I wes ablc U0 aeduce those things and had to ask for e e
formation. Vhen I reeeived 10w it wos Teo Loate,



(3) Own VT should approach at sufficient altitude to
see their objective from a distance before deploying, if
risibility conditions are desirable. About 4,000 feet.

(4) Owmn dive bombers arrived over the eneny formation
in a cluster and circled before breahlnf up. If enemy VF
12d been on the job or if the A.A. aad beel nore effective
such tactics would have been disastrous. Otm dive boubers
should staprt attack on a clear day from a point ten miles
listanit and an altitude of 20,000 feet, gliding dovmn at
1igh speed to tlhie push over po¢nt This technique has been
\mploved very effectively by the ENTLERPRISE Group against
[F opposition.

(5) Pighter escort tactics emploved in the protection
of ovm lovr flving torpedo nlanes vhich proved very eifective
7ere as follows:

(g) TBD's loft owm carrier about 20 minutes béfore VF

gggort vas launched, VI overtook about half x-y

o Bhe objecctive which vras about 175 miles distance,
This procedure conscrved fuel for the Vu. To asgist
in loeating om TBD's dovn low an aldis lamp was
used by torpcdo plancs as Ve caugnt up vith thon,
During the run to the objective the VE stayved about
BOOO fcot above and up sun. This pubt us betucon our
IBD's and the most likely direction from which an
attack mieght devclope, A% the sarec tipe 4
s U0 stc Ghen ineh more :rs“‘y. Vormally if tTho
group boing oscoPted I8 at any avprociaplc  altlitudc
above Gho watur L prefer to fly about 2000 foch
above and abz c~~c of them and dovi sun., Fron such
a pog“tion 20 1s much casicr to obscrve tUhe sun lone
and the Vi grc in position to dive betirecn the plane
being proteeted ond incowing cncuiy fightors, Then
Up-sun there is great danger of the cneny diving
past the VF.bCfOL they can counter,
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After the opjective eppo dn sisnt tho cséart fighicy
leader inforpiied tlic 1ov flving VI of the cneny diss«
position, boaring, cov pac . and gpoed,

Expecting en attack from above thc cscort VP incrca-
scd altitude to 10,000 rcuaining up sun so that thoy
gould clcariy scc theiy om Vl. As it turncd out
the VI woro sgtacked froy low altitude.  Hoveyor,
altitude vas lost very dquickly in onc stecp spiral
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- menced about 1200 and scored at least 6 direct hits. The®
~ carrier was burning badly when first torpedo was dropped at

aboutl 1210, I made an effort to divert a part of our tor-
pedo planes to another target but they were already in their
approach., Up to this tiie no enemy planes were observed.
Shortly thorealtor our VI were attacked by four Jap Type 96
flghters. We dove to theilr defense shooting dovm three of
the cenemy., The fourth ran away and was not chased. This
action lasted about two minutes. Nonc of our plancs sustain
cd any damagce, Ve then retired and rctiurned to our cariifes

JAP TACTICS

(1) Carricr was hizghly mancuverable comparing favorably
with ovr YORKTOWN class.

(2) Bnemy A.A, defensc was very poor, Obviously thoy
decided that the carricr could take carc of itsclf if given
planty of sca root, 1IThis has considorable mcrit, O care

‘ricps and DD's should not be closer than 4,000 yards,

(3) Their doefensive alreraft wo fovr in number. 1t Yas
iater locarncd thet they »vero 1u“"”1ng the LEXINGTON Air Grou
Which had attacked £1rst,

(4) The Jap VF were oxtremcly mancuverablc.

(5) O0ne Jop YF pan avay fron oym VP abback,

(6) Onec Jop VE attempted to leced his pursucr into
érimlscr B AL T ive before hic “as shot doun,

OVIN TACTICS

€1) The ncod for on officer in tocticol conmend aof Bho
secne of the uction vas uAlfblLlY LWW"L nt, 1t 1ls thought
that at loast © dive bonbors ond 6 TBD's could hove attaclked
Lhe eruisons,

(2) "men but half vay to the objcetive we feoealvod & Ve
transnission froiw our ot carrier siving the cxocet pesition
of cneny cerricr. Ve could hove gotten along without this
and it wpndoubtedly viarned tho caciy of our approach climin-
ating tho clement of surprisc.
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(3) Owvm VT shoula approdch at sufficient albltude to
see their objective from a distance before deploying, if
rlSlblllty conultlons are gesirable, About 4 OOO feet

(4)‘01n dlve boubers arrived over the eneny fornation
n a cluster and c¢ircled before breaking up. If enemy VF
12d been on the job or if the A.A. had been nore effective
such tactics woula have been disastrous. Owm dive boubers
should stapt attack on a clear day from a point ten niles
listant and an altitude of 20,000 feet, gliding dovm at
igh speed to the push over po¢nt fllS technigue has been
>uployﬂd very effectively by the ENTERPRISE Group against
'F' opposition.

(5) Bighter ecscort tactics employved in the protection
i oun low £lying Corpedo planes viiich proved very eifective
ere g8 follovgs

(g) IBD' 8 cft own carrier about 20 minutos bofore VF
ggcoru Vias daunched., VP overtook spout half iay
L0 Blhe oprcaetive vnileh vas about 175 wmiles Qlutdp ce.
Ihis progediure conscrved fuel for the VI,  To asgist
in locaving ovh TBD's down lowv an aldis lawp vas
Usee by toricdo plancg as e cought vp ith thon
During the run to the objective the VE stayced about
6000 foot above and up sun. This put us botween our
18D s and tlie niost libcly direction frot which an
attack night develope. At the sarce tihe 4% allo o
18 o sou thor ymeh cove casily., YNormally 11 tac
group being oscoric d is at any onprecishble altltido
guove thio vdter, 1 rrcfmr to £ly about 2000 fcckt
gbove and “be“cb of them and dovy sun, LEron sueh
a po givion 16 1s npueh casier to observe the sun lone
and the VI arc in L051cvon to dive betiucen the plane
being protccted and incoring cncry fighters., Vhen
up-sun there is grc“t danger of the cneny diving
past the VP pefore they can countor.

After the oogcctlv coale in sisht the cscort fiphics
deadery infonued the lov flving VI of tho coeny dis-
Dosition, bearing, coursc ~nd SHeot i

' E\pcctlnb en attack from above the cscort VE dncrea-

caed alvitudo to 10,000 roumadining up sun so that tnoy

. could clourlw SCe tnblr oom VI, As 1% turned oul
the VI werc attacked frop low altitude. Horever.
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had been on the job or if the A, A, had been riore effective
sueh tactiecs would have been disastrous. Omm dive bombers
should staprt attack on a clear day frowm a polnt ten mniles
distant and an altitude of 20,000 feet, gliding dovn at
high speed to the push over po¢nt Thlo tbchnlque has been
emnloyﬂd very effectively by the ENTERPRISE Group against
VP opposition,

(5) Fighter cscort tactics employed in the protection
of own lov flying torpedo plancs vhich proved very elfective
were as follovis

(a) EBD's loft . ovm carrier about 20 minutes before V&
escort was Jlaunched. VEF overtook apbout half way
to the objecetive which vas about 175 uiles distance.
This procedure conscrved fuel for the ViE, 7To assist
in locating om TBD's dowvn low an aldls lamp was
used by torhcdo plates as e cought up 17ith thon,
Durdng the run to the objective the } staycd about
6000 feot above and up sun. This pwt us betircen our
IBD's and the most likely direction fron yvaich an
atbaeck might devolope. AL the satic 430 40 alleved
g o soc thoen mmech nore bhsrly. Lormally 1T Tho
grolp being escortcd 1s alt any approelable aliitudc
above the water, I profer to fly about 2000 fcet
above and cbreast of them and dovn sun, Fron sueh
aposibion 10 is 1ueh casicr to obscrve the sun 1ane
ana Lhc Vi arc in posivion to dive bebuecon tho plane
being protected and incoring cncpy fighters. hon
up=-sun there is great dangery of The cnchy diving
paet the VI velfore thoy carn countor.

After the objcctivc garwe in sirnt the cseort 1 1Pty
lcader lnLOBLCQ the lov 11lving VI of the enchy dis-

pesivion, boaring. coUrse rnd spocd,

Expeocting an olback Trom above the oscort VE 1ncheie
sed alvitude to 10,000 remaining vup sun 80 that EOCY
could cloarly scée thuir ovn VI, As it turned out
fhe VE worce atiacked Trop Yow aloitudes Hozevcrs
altitudce vias lost very qvicklv in onc stccp bplf“l
ana eneny VB wrere disnosed of bofore thoy could dan=
gge our Vi
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(7)

(8)

CONFIDENTIAL

Stay tepcflien, Tho Japs air disclipline is execi ient
aild 17 vod Bt scharated you will heve ot Jongd
threc of then on you at once,

You howe the bottor vicne 4f you hondle 1t propcrly
and in spite of tholr adventoge of nancuverability

you can ond should shoot then down vith oy 10sscs

te yolresclves, The rooson for this is your grcater
Elrc voer and porce skillful punnpcey,

Dot oot oxeitod and rush in. Tole your 6o ond
el bhe firet octoch cffective,

3

ercating suokc frorm their cxhaust which docsn't
ey o thre. oot thor on firo bofaore voy Goike
vour guns oft of then.,  They also heve a nethod O
Teloaeing o pnsolino cloud fron thely Belly Canls,

Web ol cut for vusos. Tho Jops hnve o method of
1
4

&Y

Newor bealtote to dive in, The hedll of bullote
areound thielr coeclkpit . ill divort and confuse wlick
aad vkl definitely eouse tha Lo broaksors Ghat
ey fve dolne onud toko cvoiding action,”



(6) Attacks employed were overhead and astern approache:

The leader of own VF shot down the first plane attacked by

_ diving in at an angle of 60 degrees and using splashes on

- the water as an aid in aiming. Enemy VF was not over 100
feet above water, The leader recovered apove., Folloing
VF (three in number) employed similar first approaches but
Flattened out and stayed close to the vater, This procedure
Was in error although the results were excellent, It vas ir
error because the eneny fighters are infinitely niore nancuvs
erable than our own F4F, The nmost effective atlack against
a nmore maneuverable fighter 1s to obtaln altitude advantage,
dive 1n. ettacle, pull up using speed gaincd in dive to mains
Ttadln altitude advantage. The old dog-fight of chasing tails
18 not sgtisfoctory ond must not be cmployed when opposing
the Jop VB ploncs,

) dep V8 Goelbices

On this ocecasion the eneny fightors resorted to steep
\wing oyera. rolls ond loops at low cltitudes, THoy are
lextrencly clever acrobats and apparcently have found sonic
Wiay to oyercome the cifocts of "bloecking-out'!, IHowever,
‘thely plapnoe ¢an clinb ovwey fron our ovn and 1t ds thougnt

Uhat vhey ywidld soen got the news, In this ecngosornent the
leader Uricd to overtole o Jap VE that vwins runmine for 1k,

He elirbed ropidly avoy tiithout alfficulty.

HINTS TO NAVY VE PILOTS:

(l) Gein plenty of zliitude boforc contaet vith cnemy
Wi, You oon kooc sl atude fost bl you ecal't geidn

10 feost ocriongh Uiach 1y sralinst oneny VE,

() oo bt orid mov ovtoelre dliving 1n ond pulling ot
oond Up, AT - your atargct ninncuvers out of yvour sight
diarine vour anprocch pull out and let ong of tho
Tellowing plencs got Wiy Af you attenpt to LWist
A turn: vou o wlddl o chd Uy ob his dovel or DBoloy odd

wiilll be vmablo Lo reogein on altlitude advenfegc,
Poldouring plones ciploy soric tactics until yeou hove
degsctroyod tho cnceiyr one by onc, Four ploncs is
Sutbloncnt T carry.out this attaek, 1If Y011 hove
othors rith vou dloove thow overhced on guard,

(0} If you zet in o tough spol dive aviny, nonctiver
Violently, «find o cloud,




4.;' 91 type fighters were used in the RYUKAKU, There
5 no vigorous opposition on the part of these fighters
cerienced by bombing TWO. It is understood, however, that
Juting TWO's experience differed. ,

D% The dispersal of the cruisers supporting the enemy
'rier facilitated the attack, and opened gaps through whioh
siring planes could proceed homeward with impunity.

6 The evasive action of the enemy carrier also played
to the hands of the attackers, rendering dive bombing at-
sk relatively simple. By properly timing the epproach %o
3 circling motion of the carrier, the first plane can dive
sn the carrier is directly up and down wind. This condition
;ually existed in the case of Bombing TWO's attack, simplif
; the matter of maeking a direct hit on the first imnact.

7« The destructionof the RYUKAKU was so thorough that
rery large personnel loss can be assumed.

Conclusions pertaining to PHASE IT,

1. Having been unable to locate the enemy objective
thin the time limitation imposed by fuel on hand, the
Ly alternative was that of returning to the LEXINGTON,
1ditions permitting, SBD's should always take off fueled
capacity.

RECOMMENDAT IONS

(BOTH riASES)

1 It is recommended that, while the SBD type dive
nber has proved a satisfactory stop gap, aircraft of su-
rior performance be allocated to carrier squadronsas
rly as possible.

2s It is recommended that the 1000 1lb. bomb be con-
jered as the primary weapon, and that the allowance of
) 1b. bombs be reduced in carriers.

2 It is recommended that twin 30 calibre mounts be
pcured as early es possible for SBD's.

s Recommendation s for citations and awards will be
cluded_in separate correspondence. '

,,




«O.NoFe, shot down an enemy torpedo plane after the torpedo
id been released. 2-B-13, piloted by Ensign F.R. MecDONALD,
S.N.Re, in attempting to land aboard while the ship was
isting to port, and while wounded in the shoulder, broke

imber two arresting wire and plunged over the port side of the
1ip. The pilot and. passenger were both rescued by the quick
stion of the ULS.S. MORRIS. "

CONCLUSIONS

4) Conclusions pertaining to PHASE I.

1. The 1000 1b. bomb is vastly superior to the 5008
b. bomb in its destructive effect upon carriers. It is be-
ieved that, conditions permitting, this type bomb should
avariably be used agsinst enemy combatant shipi When used
n coordination attacks of torpedo planes, the huge splashes
f the hear misses and the black smoke of the hits contribute
> provide a fine protective screen for the approach of the
orpedo planes, thus assuring the success of the torpedo atiack,

24 It is the considered opinion of Commander Bambing
juadron TWO that the destruction wxﬁught by the LEXINGTON attach
roup in the attack upon the RYUKAKU was sufficient to sink
hat ship; and that any bombs or torpedoes expended on that
aip after the completion of the LEXINGTON group attack were
1 excess. There was sufficient strength in the combined
JRKTOWN and LEXINGTON attack groups on May 7 to annihilate
1e entire Japanese disposition. There is no desire to detract
rom the fine performence of the combined groups; the com~
anders of tactical units must, however, act to shift targets
aen it becomes apparent that tl. primary objective has re-
sived Tatal dameage.

2 Japanese anti-alircraft fire is relatively ineffective
ad lacking in volume. No real hazard is presented to approach-
ng dive bombers at altitude. Anti-sircraft fire from ships
[ enemy dispositions is apparently concentrated upon retiring
lanes, leeving the diving planes unopposed. MNMore anti-aireraft
lre is devoted to torpedo planes than to dive bombing.

b
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's.he must do if necessary. The bambvho
fis of no. 1mportance. He should be the laa

The present telescopic sight has proved totally unsatisfac
fogs up when diving from high altitude due to the sudden chs
temperature and consequent condensation on the lenses. Visi
ough the sight is totally obscured. This condensation liken
urs on the windshield when even a stréabtmof cloud, however t
met in the dive. Some means of heating both the windshiela

sight must be provided. Attempts are now belng made in th!
adron to use protected air for heating. Tests should be col
ted to determine if this will expose pilot in the SBD airpli
excessive carbon monoxide. The telescoplc sight 1s, furthe:
ally unsatisfactory for fixed gunnery as is fired in ection
ay. GCombat occurs at such low altitudes and vision 1s so
trlicted when looking through the slight 1t 1s seldom used in
acking enemy planes, An open 1llluminated slght retalning ti
sent lense graduations of speed circles 1s recommended, The
mary mission of VSB in combat is to drop bombs therefore the
sent type lense graduations should be retalned.

Attack CGroups must have flghter protection, and there nmusi
fighters with the dive bombers as well as wlth the torpedo
nes. Such protection was assigned in this action, however,

fighters accompanying the dive .ombers were too far above |
- far astern to offer any support before or after the attack
- proper position for these fighters is considered to be as
lows: (1) One half of the VF 1,000 feet above the center
the squadron, these VF can intercept an attack on the head
the squadron, then, to prevent dive bombers being decimated
er pull-out, these VF’must descend with the first bombers,
'cling about the dive if necessary. (2) -The remainder of’

» VF 1,000 - 2,000 feet above the rear of the sgquadron to
svent astern attacks. VEF must accompany the groups to be
itected. Thelr mere presence in a combat area means nothing
the present day short, violent carrier eroup attecks.

//’#(f&“if wiwel%ﬁunww.

s Re Bs DIXON,
Lieutenant Commander, ‘0, 8 Navy, .
~ Commander, Scouting Squadron TWo.




1b. bonbs caused 1MMEeNSe CYLUWLID Vi ~Mavver ~oo-oo *
nuously from the carrier.

In this group one bomber sguadron is assigned the task of
inating its attack with the torpedo planes, in this attack
was so detailed. The other bomber squadron proceeds Lo

k when objective 1s sighted. The 100 1b, bombs carried by
were to be dropped on screening vessels as the torpedo

s made thelr approach. However, thls carrier was totally
ed 8s the CA's and DD's were elther well astern or ahead.
{dition, the enemy fighters continued to chase the scouts as
left the scene. This effectively drew alropposltion away

the torpedo planes.

A coordinated group attack is obviously the most effective

of attack. In this instance the attack was devastatling 0
rve, it being doubtful that there were any survivors. However,
ttack can be so successfully coordinated as thls one was
sa sight contact within the group can be malntained, Yiith
present torpedo plane, TBD, this limits the speed of approaci
10 knots, whereas the SBD Uype can eaglly approach at 140 Knots.
delay will prove serious. Likewise, the lack of range of the
seriously handicaps us in that we are prevented from taking
ntage of the extreme range contacts, up to 300 miles, of which
acouts are capable of esteblishing and maintaining. A modern
edo plane is a first necessity.

ey ¥, i §
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The necessity of having a group command

1
16 is more apparent than ever before. I two Or more groups
officer mus®

attacking targets in the saame vicinlty one
acise total command of the combined groups otherwise proper
sentration cannot be had and, %o speak bluntly, ammunition and
srtunity are wasted, Our present organlzation should work
irably towards this end. The genlor alr sroup commander must
at the scene with the first group; he must Dbe at the scene

n the second group arrives and from his knowledge of previous
lage dirsect the succeeding attack.
| B

o

These orders must reach
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The present telescople sight has proved totally unsatisfactaz
fogs up when diving from high asltitude due to the sudden change
temperature and consequent condensation on the lenses. Vision
rough the sight 1s totally obscured. This condensation likewlse
curs on the windshield when even a stratmof cloud, however thir
met in the dive. Some means of heating both the windshield an¢

5 sight must be provided. Attempts are now being made in this
aadron to use protected air for heating. Tests should be con-
sted to determine 1f this will expose pllot in the SBD airplane
excessive carbon monoxide. The telescopic sight 1s, further,
tally unsatisfactory for fixed gumnery as 1s fired in action
day. Combat occurs at such low altitudes and vision 1s so
stricted when looking through the sight it is seldom used in
tacking enemy planes. An open 1lluminated slight retaining the
esent lense graduations of speed circles 1s recommended. The
imary mission of VSB in combat is to drop bombs therefore the
esent type lense graduatlons should be retalned.

Atteck Groups must have filghter protection, and there must
- fighters with the dive bombers as well as with the torpedo
~anes. Such protection was assigned in this action, however,
e filghters accompanying the dive .ombers were too far above and
o far astern to offer any support before or after the attack.
€ proper position for these fighters 1s consldered to be as
llowss (1) One half of the VF 1,000 feet above the center
the squadron, these VF can intercept an attack on the head
the squadron, then, to prevent dive bombeéers being declimated
ter pull-out, these VF’must descend with the first bombers,
reling about the dive 1f necessary. (2) The remainder of’
e VF 1,000 - 2,000 feet above the rear of the squadron to
event astern attacks. VE must accompany the groups to be
otected. Their mere presence Iin a combat area means nothing
the present day short, violent carrier group attacks.
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