








CORELBENF A, 11
DECLASS'F,ED Crew of U-85

In the absence of other information as to the complement of
U-85 it can be assumed that it consisted of some 45 officers and
men, the usual complement of a 500-ton U-boat. Appendix (i) lists
the names, and, when known, the ratings of the 29 bodies recovered.
A list of officers and men presumed from other evidence to have 5
been on board is presented in Appendix (ii). There is nothing in
the material at hand to permit an estimate of the state of morale
among the crew. -

British sources indicated that the commanding officer of U-85
was Eberhard Greger of the class of 1935, whose advancement to
Oberleutnant took place on October 1, 1939. It is probable that
he had been promoted to Kapitdn-leutnant since that time. The only
corroborating evidence that Greger was actually in command is a
certificate of possession of the Iron Cross, 24 class, issued to
one of the crew members, dated "On board, October 14, 1941," and
signed by Greger.

What appears to be a promotion certificate of Maschinen-
gefreiter (Fireman 2d class) Kleibrink, whose exact significance
has not yet been evaluated, bears the name of Oberleutnant Lechler.
Lechler was of the class of 1937 and had received his commission
as Leutnant on May 1, 1940. It is not clear whether Kleibrink had
been advanced by Oberleutnant Lechler, in which case it would have
to be assumed that Lechler was in command of U-85, or whether the
certificate in Kleibrink's possession is evidence of two promotions,
his own and that of lLechler. In the latter case Lechler would have
been the First or Second Watch Officer.

Only one of the 29 bodies recovered could be identified as
that of an officer, namely Oberleutnant (Ingenieur) Hans Sanger
of the class of April 1937. The 1940 German Naval List shows that
he had been commissioned Leutnant on August 1, 1939, being named
first of all those receiving commissions on that date.
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First War Cruise of U-85

U-85 left port for her first war cruise on August 28 at 1000,
passing north of the North Sea into the North Atlantic. Airplane
alarms forced her to submerge on the first and second days. Of two
steamers sighted on the third and fourth days the first escaped,
and an attack on the second was abandoned when it was observed to
be a small lookout vessel of only 300 or 400 tons.

September 2, the sixth day of the cruise, was marked by two
events. At 1609 a plane dropped three bombs or depth charges.
U-85 resurfaced at 1645 and proceeded. At 2135 U-105 was sighted,
with whom she exchanged recognition signals and some account of
experiences. Ungethiim notes that twilight began at 2315 and that
there were Northern lights.

By September 4 U-85 had reached an area to southward of the
Denmark Straits. There was one airplane alarm on that day and two
on the following day.

On September 9 at 0750, U-85 now being Southeast of Greenland,
detonations were heard, and a glow was seen bearing 350. A plume
of smoke from the convoy was observed at 1056. At 1204 there was
an airplane alarm. The time of U-85's first attack on the convoy
is not clear. Ungethim notes that five torpedoes were fired without
result, ascribing the lack of success to the fact that they were
"hot tube runners". Surfacing at 1545, she sighted two steamers.
The nearer one was assumed to be a lookout vessel (Bewacher). The
far ship was stopped. Suspicious of a submarine trap, U-85 ran
away submerged but surfaced an hour later to maintain contact with
the convoy. There was one further airplane alarm on that day.

U-85's position in the early hours of September 10 is given
as off the East coast of Greenland. In spite of being pursued and
attacked with gunfire and at least one depth charge by a destroyer,
she maintained contact with the convoy. Taking a position in ad-
vance of it, she obtained a hit on a 7,000 ton steamer atl642 and
one hit on each of two 5,000 ton steamers at 1719 and 1720, accord-
ing to claims made in Ungethiim's diary. Submerging, she was then
subjected to a heavy depth charge counter-attack which resulted in
many failures within the U-85. Two hours later she attempted to
surface three times, each time being forced to dive immediately
because of the presence of aircraft which, the last time, dropped
three depth charges. Ungethum notes that the convoy was protected
by "modern American destroyers, numerous lookouts, submarine traps
and airplanes"”.
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VI

THIRD WAR CRUISE OF U-85

The diaries of both Ungethiln and Degenkolb are available as
sources for the U-85's third war cruise. On leaving Lorient on
January 10, 1942, course was set for the Mediterranean. After a
week's cruise marked by three airplane alarms, one alarm for a
destroyer, some engine trouble and the beginning of a convoy chase,
a new operation order was received on January 17 directing U-85
to proceed to America.

On January 21 a destroyer was sighted and then a steamer.
U-85 submerged, fired a spread of four torpedoes at 1842 and heard
two detonations at 1852. Surfacing at 1917, she observed the
steamer with a list on bearing 100. After submerging to approach
U-85 searched for debris from 1942 to 0035 without success.
Degenkolb's notation that a 10,000 ton steamer was sunk with a
spread of four at 7:35 in the evening tallies with the foregoing
from Ungethim's diary.

According to indications in both diaries a steamer sighted
on the following day outran the U-85. Both relate also that on
January 24th she prepared to attack a steamer that lay stopped
but broke off the attack for fear of a submarine trap.

0ff Newfoundland U-85 underwent attack by aircraft. Degen-
kolb's notes this as their baptism of fire and dates it on the 27th.
Ungethum gives the date as January 28, indicating a near hit but
no damage. February 1 a vessel was sighted which escaped in a
rain squall. U-85 submerged twice on February 5 after sighting
planes. February 6 she set course for "New York". The diary
notes course "75°" but this is evidently an error or not properly
legible.

On February 8 operations began against a convoy, course 180,
course being altered the following day to 347. Course was changed
again to 104 at 1110 when a vessel was sighted. An unsuccessful
attack was made. The vessel fled, pursued on the surface by U-85,
general course 235. After a seven hour chase U-85 submerged,
attacking with a spread of three at 2020. She surfaced immediately,

~ but the vessel had already sunk. This incident was not recorded
by Degenkolb. Pursuit of the convoy was continued until interrupted
by an airplane alarm. That evening course 85 was set for home
because of fuel shortage.

U-85 was in the Bay of Biscay on February 20, cruising sub-

merged for Saint Nazaire, which she entered on February 23, having
sunk two steamers on this cruise, according to the diaries.
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Fourth and Last War Cruise of U-85

VII

As Ungethum made no further entries after U-85's arrival in
Saint Nazaire on February 23, Degenkolb's diary constitutes the
only record of the last cruise. Most of his entries are without
significance, relating to the weather or radio receptions. It
might be noted that he is stirred by the thought of his proximity
to Weshington, remarking on one occasion that they are 300 miles
from land and 860 from Washington, and on another "off Washington".

The U-85 sailed from Saint Nazaire at 1800 on March 21,
proceeding submerged the next two deye, on the first of which
depth charges were heard in the distance. The fourth day of the
cruise it was judged safe to proceed on the surface. Degenkolb
notes fine weather and a sea as smooth as a table. March 27
heavy seas caused torpedoes to shift. March 30 Degénkolb notes
heavy seas again and damage to the electric motors. |

U-85 was "just off America"™ on April 4 according to the
diary. On April 7, however, she was still "30C miles from land-
860 from Washington". An alarm was sounded April 9 for what turned
out to be a buoy. The next day, April 10, U-85 scored her only
suecess of the cruise, sinking a steamer at 0100 with two hits
from a spread of two torpedoes, On April 11 at 1240 U-85 was
"off Washington" in 50 meters (164 feet) of water. She cruised
submerged for a time. Degenkolb notes 8% meters (28 feet) of
water under the keel at 1830. Three steamers were heard during
the day, but the record gives no indication of any attack. U-85
spent April 12 lying on the bottom. Degenkolb notes for the
night of April 12: "All quiet off New York", and for April 13:
"American beacons and searchlights visible at night".
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Report of Interrogation of Survivors
from &8 German U-Boat sunk by U,S3.C,G. ICARUS
in Position 34.12,05 N., 76.35.W
at 1714 EWT on May 9, 1942.

Number: U-352

Size: 500 tons.
Type: VII c.

Commander: Kapitanleutnant Hellmut Rathke.

Conning Tower Device: Coat of Arms of Town Flensburg.

Built: Flensburg.
Flotilla: ©Probably 7th if no "USA Flotilla"™ has been organized.

Base of Operations: St., Nazaire,

Officers: Klt. H. Rathke, Oblt. (Ing) Teetz (x), Lt.z.See Ermst (x),
Lt.z.See (Anwarter) Oscar Bernhard, Fahnrich z.See Ernst Kammerer.

Crew: 4 officers and 42 men of which 2 officers and 12 men dead.
(List of crew and deceased members appended).

Early History of U-352

Course of instruction for crew during final phases of con-
struction during June, July, August, and September, 1941, Life saving
gear stamped by makers with date, 15 August, 1941. Date of commis-
sioning, in October 1941, Trials with U-Boat Acceptance Commission
mid-October to mid-November. During this time U-352 was based on Kiel
and made one trip to Gotenhafen returning to Kiel and then to Flensburg
where U-352 went into dock for adjustments on or about 28 November 1941.

Members of the crew had "staggered" periods of leave throughout
December, the last to depart returning on or about 29 December, 1941,
to Flensburg. One member received punishment which involved detention
on board and loss of leave for getting drunk and being "edrift" on
shore.
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Sinking - Cont'd

Prisoners stated that the next thing heard was a hail of
depth charges, some of which were extremely close. There is strong
evidence to support the belief that the principal damage caused
within the U-boat was the failure of the electric motors. At
least part of the lighting equipment fused. Gauges and glasses
were smashed in the control room and deck was littered with broken
fragments. Lockers were burst open and crockery and other loose
gear shattered and flung about the boat. The crew were bruised
and shaken. A major leak was denied and there appeared to have been
no development of chlorine gas.

Rathke then decided to destroy the boat and ordered all men
to put on lungs and lifejackets. He then blew the tanks, and as
T-352 surfaced the command was given to abandon ship. There was
little doubt that scuttling charges were set and detonated as members
of the crew admit hearing two muffled explosions while swimming. All
men suffered severely from headache when rescued--a state of affairs
which they attributed to the sudden surfacing of the U-boat. One
man was cut by the jagged edge of U-352's bridge fairwater which
was already under fire from ICARUS. The U-boat's gunner stated that
they intended to man the 2 cm A/A gun on surfacing but were speedily
dissuaded by the accurate fire of ICARUS.

Details of U-352

U-352 was similar in every respect to U-570 captured by the
British and renamed H.M.S. GRAPH (a full description of which has
already been published). No additional details of interest was
brought to light during interrogation.

Raid on St. Nazaire

U-352 is believed to have been present in St. Nazaire during
the March 27 raid by British Commando forces but those of the crew
who were not on leave were quartered in a U-Boatmen's "Home" some
way from the docks at the time. Many of the prisoners admitted
reading or hearing of the raid but all, without exception, obstinately
refused to divulge any information concerning damage done. Interro-
gators were left with the impression that prisoners had been required
to swear an additional oath of secrecy before leaving St.Nazaire.

One prisoner stated that he would undoubtedly be stood against a wall
and shot on returning to Germany should it ever become known that he
had given away any information.
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REPORT ON INTERROGATION OF SURVIVORS FROM
U-701

» A German Submarine sunk by
U. S. Army Shock Bomber No. g-29-392,
nit 296 B.S., 7 July 1942.
- SUMMARY OF CHAPTERS -
Chapter I . « « « s« o s s « o« « » Introductory Remarks
Chapter IT . . . . « + « « « « . Crew of U-701

Chapter IIT . + « « « + « « « « . EBarly History and Trials of U-701

Chapter IV, « « & « sesdtew s First War Cruise of U-701

Chapter V.. « « v « o« « + s s« « . Second War Cruise of U-701
Chapter VI . . . « ¢« ¢« « « « « » Third and last War Cruise of U-701
Chapter VII . . « ¢« « &« a « « + . Sinking of U-701

Chapter VIIT . &« s « + « » » +» » Details of U-701

Chapter IX .« . s s« s » o &« e - Othep:J-Boats

Chapter X i o » » « o o « s« » Attacks by Aircraft in USA Waters
on U-701

Chapter XI . %4 « 's si% a2 o a « [J~Boat Bases

Chapter XII e e = k. Aol U-Boat Losses off the American Coast
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

U-701 was sunk at approximately 1512 Eastern War Time, 7 July 1942,
by U.S. Army Attack Bomber No. 9-29-392, Unit 296 B.S., off Cape Hatteras,
in a position which has not yet been definitely established.

The interrogation of the seven survivors was begun within three
hours after they had .cen picked up from the sea. OSurvivors were covered
with oil and badl, ourned by the sun. It is likely that sunburn might
have been even more severe had it not been for the coating otf oil on the
men's shoulders and arms. They had been in the water approximately 50
hours and were landed ashore by a Coast Guard plane. While it was evi-
dent that crew members had been instructed in security, the condition of
the survivors unquestionably weakened their resistance to accurate ques-
tioning.

It has been noted that submarine crews are now instructed to state
that U-boats are no longer numbered but are kuown only by the name of the
Commanding Officer.

It is noteworthy that no documentary evidence of any nature what-
soever was recovered. Among seven survivors there were only four pairs
of swimming trunks, two escape lungs and one rubber lifejacket. Had it
not been for the prompt interrogation of the survivors it is doubtful
whether a satisfactory result could have been obtained.

While the statements in this preliminary report are believed to “be
accurate, due consideration must be given to the lack of any confirming
documentary evidence, as well as to the rapidity with which is has been

produced.
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gl CREW OF U-701 ----—-

The crew of U-701 is believed to have consisted of four officers and
forty men. A fifth officer, Leutnant z. See (Ensign) Weinitschke, left
the U-boat after the completion of trials in December, 1941. The Captain,
Kapitanleutnant (Lieutenant) Horst Degen, who was one of the seven sur-
vivors, is twenty-nine years old. He was of the 1933 Naval Term which
has supplied many of Germany's most famous U-Boat Commanders. He is a
qualified Torpedo and Radio Officer having completed the latest courses
in both branches. He stated during interrogation that he had only been
with U-Boats two years. He had made one round the world voyage in the
cruiser "Karlsruhe™ in 1934, when he visited Honolulu, San Diego, Fanama,
Honduras, Bcston and New York. Before the outbreak of war, he was trans-
ferred to destroyers, and among others served on "Hans Lody". He took
part in the Norwegian campaign when he was at Trondheim but not at Narvik.
He stated that his destroyer was in the vicinity when "Scharnhorst™ sank
H.M.S. "Glorious" on 8th June, 1940. Shortly after this engagement he
transferred to the U Boat arm and underwent instruction as a "Kommandant-
enschuler™, (Commander Fupil), at Kiel. He made one trip as a Kommandant-
~ enschiiler with Kapitan-Leutnant Erich Topp, in U-552, leaving St. Nazaire
on 7th April, 1941. An account of this cruise appears in the chapter
headed "Other U-Boats". Returning to St. Nazaire Degen went straight to
Hamburg where he stood by U-701 during the final phases of her construc-
tion.

It is obvious from the remarks of the rest of the survivors that he
was a respected and popular commander. Had he not been so, it is doubt-
ful whether he would have survived. During the fifty hours he spent in °
the water, following the sinking of his U-Boat, he was unconscious for
long periods and was supported by his companions who cradled his head in
their own life jackets or escape lungs.

He stated that he found life as a U-Boat Commander satisfactory and
flattering; that while on a surface ship he was only one officer among
many of equal rank, on a U-Boat he was his own master. He enjoyed the
added responsibility. He stated he had suffered from stomach troubles
for some time past.

He appears to have been more reckless and daring than the general
run of U-Boat Commanders, and it is worthy of notice that practically
all his attacks on warships and merchant shipping were carried out in
broad daylight, regardless of possible escort vessels or protecting air-
craft. Politically and mentally there is no reason to believe that he
was anything other than a typical National Socialist. The reason that
he was more willing to talk than most U-Boat Officers is because he was
interrogated immediately after his arrival on land. At that time he had
reached the limit of his endurance and had no longer the strength to
stand up to incisive questioning.
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Little is known of the two watch-keeping Officers Oberleutenant zur
See (Lieutenant j.g.) Junker and Lt. zur See (Ensign) Bazies, both of
whom were casualties. Junker was of the 1937 Naval Term; Bazies does not
appear in the 1940 German Navy List and was probably a Heserve Officer.
The Engineer Officer, Oberleutnant (Ing) Bahr was of the 1937 Term. It
was stated that he went mad after many hours in the water and later
drowned. The U-Boat also carried a Midshipman Engineer, Fahnrich (Ing)
Lange who did not survive. PFPrisoners believed that Junker, Bazies, Lange,
and a rating struck out for land following the sinking of U-701, and must
certainly have been drowned.

Of the rating survivors, Obersteuermann (Boatswain) Gunter Kunert, :
age '28, was an experienced seaman, having spent some years in the mer-
chant service and in sailing ships. He was a huge, jovial, barrel-
chested man who appeared none the worse for his ordeal. He was smoking
a cigarette within ten minutes of being brought ashore and spent the
time of his interrogation rolling luxuriously on his bed, chuckling to.
himself and cracking jokes at his interrogators, until he was called to
order. According to another prisoner, Kunert had made some cruises with
a U-Boat Commander named Schultze and on one occasion, while in that U
Boat, had been depth charged for 15 hours. (ONI Note: This could have
been either Korveltenkapitan (Lieutenant Commander) Herbert Schultze,
"formerly commander of U 48, or Kapitanleutnant (Lieutenant) Wolfgang
Schultze, believed to command U-432). Funkmaat (Radioman 3rd class)
Herbert Grotheer, age '24, was in full possession of his senses when in-
terrogated and would reveal little of importance.

Maschinenmaat (Machinist's Mate 3rd class) Ludwig Veupel was delirious
and hysterical when brought ashore. He wept copiously and bemoaned the
fate of so many good companions and the sorrow of those they had left be-
hind them. Throughout this exhibition he remained adamantly security
conscious.

By a strange coincidence Mechanikergefreiter (Fireman 3rd class)
Bruno Faust, age 19, had previously served under Oberleutnant Greger in
U-85, which was sunk on the night of 12th/14th April, 1942 by USS ROFER,
and was the first of the U-EBoats sunk in American waters which have been
positively identified. Faust left U-85 in Lecember, 1941, while that U
Boat was in Lorient, having caught a bad chill. The two remaining sur-
vivors Maschinengefreiter (Fireman Zrd class) Schwendel, age 19, and
Mechanikergefreiter (Fireman 2rd class) Werner Seldte, age 21, were the
most communicative. With Faust, they had drifted away from their captain
in the water and it was obvious that they had none but their own ideas
on security. They would talk freely on many subjects but would remain
silent on others of seemingly lesser importance. Kunert, Grotheer and *
Vaupel, on the other hand, had remained with Degen and it would appear
that they had received a security lecture before their captain became
unconscious.

The rating of Faust and Seldte has been translated literally as ;
"Fireman 2rd class"; both actually belonged to torpedo crews, Seldte at
the bow tubes and Faust at the stern.
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CHAPTER III

EARLY HISTORY AND TRIALS OF U-701

U-701 was the first of a series of 500 ton, Type VIIC, U-Boats built
by the Stiilkenwerft, Hamburg. Prisoners stated that some plams for her
construction were supplied by the Blohm and Vose Yards, at Hamburg and
others by the Germaniawerft at Kiel. This resulted in considerable con-
structional difficulties and it was alleged that not only was the U-Boat
falsely wired electrically, but that the air and oil pipe line systems
were incorrectly fitted and connected.

No information is yet available as to when U-701 was laid down or
launched, but building time is believed to have been exceptionally long.
Prisoners stated that they were ordered to the Stilkenwerft to stand by
the U-Boat during the final phases of her construction in March and
April, 1941.

It was confirmed that U-70]1 was commissioned on 16th July, 1941,
and was destined for the 3rd U-Boat Flotilla. Her complement at this
time was five officers and forty men. Leaving the Stlilkenwerft shortly
after commissioning, U-701 proceeded to Kiel by way of the Kaiser Wilhelm
Canal. At Kiel she was taken over by members of the U-Boat Acceptance
Commission. A short period of working up trials followed and during this
time U-701 put in to Gotenhafen and to Danzig where she was taken over
by the Danzigerwerft Yards for adjustments. Apparently nothing satisfac-
tory could be done at the Danzigerwerft, for the U-Boat was ordered back
to Hamburg by the U-Boat Acceptance Commission for a more thorough over-
haul. ©She arrived back at the Stiilkenwerft towards the end of August and
remained there for six weeks. A second period of trials began early in
October and lasted for about ome month, during which time U-701 made re-
peated cruises from Kiel and on one occasion visited Warnemunde where
torpedo firing practice was carried out. Towards the middle of November
U-701 again returned to her Hamburg Yard for a second overhaul. It ap-
peared that she finally left the Stiilkenwerft on, or about, 20th December,
194]1. She traveled by her usual route to Kiel where she completed with
fuel and took torpedoes on board. Leutnant zur See Weinitschke who had
been on board U-701 during trials had now left the U-Boat.
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