


Program Profile





Situation/Problem.  The city of Kingman and surrounding communities located in the northwest corner of the State of Arizona make up a population of approximately 35,000 people.  This area receives an average of 9 inches of rain fall per year.  It has a limited amount of underground water and a soil structure that is not conducive to large scale farming operations.  In short FOOD SECURITY the most basic of all needs required to support this community does not exist at the local level.  This problem  also exists in millions of like communities through out the world.  Due to the uncertainty of Industrial Agriculture’s ability to provide uninterrupted supplies of food staples it is becoming increasingly apparent contingency plans for providing at least a subsistence level of locally produced food be investigated and acted upon.





Approach/Delivery Method.  As one approach to this problem, COG, Inc. a nonprofit corporation established a 1,000 container type farm in Kingman using special made plastic grow bags filled with 11 gallons of a living soil mixture developed in 1989 at the Garbage Bag Gardens.  Information gathered at this farm will be evaluated to determine its effects on the community.





In conjunction with the farming operation an internship program was developed and accepted its first intern in the summer of 1998 from the Oberlin College in Oberlin, Ohio.  The internship curriculum is an enlarged companion to our educational material Compost, Critters & Kids now used as a teaching tool in science and environmental education from elementary to university level.





Resources.  The main source of funding for the initial start up of this program came from COG, Inc. Board of Directors and other charitable organizations.  Local volunteer labor was utilized and the required amount of land and irrigation water was donated by a local family.  A budget of $3,000.00 per year will be required to support this operation and its accompanying research.  Information collected at the farm will be made available to the general public free of charge through web page http://www.NonprofitNet.com/cog/ 


or a minimal charge for printed matter.








