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                            FIRST ANNUAL COSTA RICA TREEHOUSE BUILDING WORKSHOP

      Dates: Feb 1-11, 2000

We will be erecting two treehouses in two different locations, and you will be there every step of the way, from the tree selection criteria, to the erection of the platforms, to the raising of the walls. You will have the ongoing instruction and expertise of the craftsmen in charge of the project, and lots of hands-on experience. You will learn the principles of tree climbing and using professional climbing gear.

The workshop will be led by two MTB's (Master Treehouse Builders): Peter Nelson,  who's written two books: "Treehouses: The Art and Craft of Living Out on a Limb", and "Home Tree Home, Principles of Treehouse Construction and Other Tall Tales". The other MTB is Jake Jacob, fir trader and lumber salvager, and their Treehouse Workshop business has a home page at <www.treehouseworkshop.com>

ITINERARY

Day 1 (Tuesday Feb 1) Arrive San Jose, transfer to Lake Coter Ecolodge <www.eco-lodge.com> a beautiful hotel located in the shadow of Arenal Volcano, with luxurious rainforest all around, unless flight arrives late afternoon or evening, otherwise overnight in San Jose at El Sesteo Aparthotel <www.sesteo.com> with transfer to Ecolodge early the next morning.

Day 2 (Wednesday Feb 2) Begin Workshop. 

Day 3 (Thursday Feb 3) Workshop. Visit to Tabacon Resort <www.tabacon.com> in the late afternoon for thermal baths, and dinner in the shadow of the Volcano. 

Day 4 (Friday February 4) Workshop

Day 5 (Saturday February 5) Workshop

Day 6 (Sunday February 6) Transfer to Tamarindo area, with a visit to the construction site for preliminary work. In Tamarindo you'll stay at the Tamarindo Diria Hotel, right on the beautiful sand beach <www.tamarindodiria.co.cr>

Day 7 (Monday February 7) Workshop

Day 8 (Tuesday February 8) Workshop

Day 9 (Wednesday February 9) Workshop

Day 10 (Thursday February 10) Transfer to San Jose, overnight in at El Sesteo hotel with farewell dinner

Day 11 (Friday February 11) Depart for home

Price of trip: $1,375 per person, double occupancy

Additional cost for Workshop: $70 per day or $400 for all 8 days

Includes:

Pickup and drop off at SJO airport

11 days/ 10 nights in above hotels

Breakfast buffet every day

Lunch and dinner buffet every day at Ecolodge

Lunch every day at Tamarindo (for workshop participants)

Dinner and use of facilities at Tabacon Resort at Arenal Volcano,

Farewell dinner in San Jose

Free daily guided hiking, horseback riding, canoeing or kayaking at Ecolodge

Daily sightseeing trips at Tamarindo, all transportation to/from San Jose-Ecolodge-Tamarindo, all hotel taxes.

Does not include:

Airfare: you can get great fares from Wendy Angove at http://www.exitotravel.com, or from Nils Stille at Air Overseas (1-800-327-1031 or airoseas@aol.com), if you mention my name and the Treehouse Workshop.

Departure taxes of $17.00

Beverages, souvenirs, etc.

Other details:

Children under 6 are free in parents' room.

Children 6-12 have 40% discount.

Workshop participants of all 8 days also receive:

Free copy of workshop video.

Free copies of both of Peter Nelson's books.

Certificate of Participation

Arrangements can be made for staying in other Tamarindo beach area hotels like Tamarindo Vista Villas (for family groups), Las Tortugas (for turtle watching), or upgrades to Cala Luna, Jardin del Eden, Capitan Suizo, or other Tamarindo hotels.

We can arrange for trip extensions such as:

Whitewater rafting

Tortuguero Canals

Caribbean beaches

Temptress Cruise ship

and many others

Space is limited in the workshop to 30 participants.  Additional non-participants welcome.

For additional information, please contact:

Organizer: Ranchos Organicos, S.A.

Email: ranchos@sol.racsa.co.cr
Tel / Fax: (506) 443-9576
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