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23. KOREA. Enemy troops in Korea retain potential for powerful offensive in west
"reaFal Koreas while the enemy/6 our-
TairialiMes oontinue to indicate an "active and tenacious" defense, his
"strong potential for offensive action, developed over a considerable period
of time, is still largely available, and he remains capable launohing at-
tacks, local or more extensive, at the time of his choosing.

If the enemy chooses to initiate in offensive with his preeent deploy-
ment of forces, his major effort would be concentrated
in the west witn seoui am an objective. Available for such action in the
west central sector ire eight or nine Chinese Communist armies, supported
by a North Korean and a Chinese Communist armored division and by four
Chinese Communist artillery divisions. Additionally the enemy weuld be .

capable of launching secondary efforts southeast towards Seoul fromthe east
oentral sector with two and possibly three Chinese Communist armies, and
with one Chinese Communist army and four Nor* Korean oorps in the eastern
sector. ( 20 Oot 51)

24. Major North Korean airrield under construction 60 miles south of
the Yalu-Rivers a major
171S7t aEgRiSr. to mike in airfield soUth of the northwestern Korean"
city Of TieChOn operational. Thou ends of laborers employing truCks,
bulldoiers ind stem rollers working on eome 30 aircraft
reiretmenta and On resurfaoing -- apparent y with oonOrete -- the 6500 x
200 Mot rUnway. The area around the airfield was "saturated" with
persOnnel slit trenChes and the field was protected by three batteries
Of eight heavy antiaircraft guns and several antiaircraft machine gun
positions. More antiaircraft positions were under construction.
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*ile,Tasehon is only 60
xs&Iéè sOuth orthe major enemy jet base at'Antung, this distanoe repro-
elants."Over one-fourth of the ooMbai range of MIG-15's without external
fUel tanks." Although the field, "due to its leek of facilities," ie not
suited for staging ground attack or'bomber airoraft sorties " it is well
suited for 'interception operations." ( k-119 Oot 51)

COMmenti These intensive efforts to prepare a major field oapable
of OutAaining jet operations are further evidenCe of the importanoe
attibfied to gaining at least partial Control in the air over northwestern
Korea.

The elaborate antiaircraft defense system reported around the field,
OCUpled With the inereised-Communist jet fighter interceptor operations
over this area,iignifies. a determination not heretOfore noted to put
. this field iosa operational status.

SoVietspilots from east Germany arrive in Manchuria for combat
operatcons tmer Ereat learned

that a
group f about.I00'3oviet jet pilots,,ranging in rank from oaptain to
lieutenant Oelonol& hid arriVed in MUkden in late September. Theee
Piioti,"OoMMinded bYa. Colonel "0tli-lang-4o," were drawn from Soviet,
iii'foroe -Unita in eastern Germany and-Were soheduled to return there
after a two months combat tour in Korea.
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ooupled with t he  inoreaded Communiet j.et f i gh te r  interoeptor operations 
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- Comments This report tallies very closely with unconfirmed infor-
MatiarFAVVed in early SeptsMber.

a Sovief letpilot,.mith the rank
Of majat, Wee transferred early in September to the Mukden area Where he
Was to aot as "Operations officer to the 26th Soviet Air Force Command."

It is believed probable that Soviet pilots, acting as tiombat
instructors or in Operational unite, are ourrently piloting some of the
MIG aircraft that are encountered almost daily over Korea.

27, KOREA. Pereentage of Chinese Communist desertions decreases; The DS Far
lrel7ommand observes that fhe percentage of danetie Communist prisoners
iho dederted to the UN has deoreeeed since 10 August. Additionally,
Prisoners WhO delerted during this period were in groups of six or less
and-were MotiVited more by being isolatedfroM their parent unit than :by
morale reasons,

Chinese Communist desertions since early June are as follows:

Period Total Prisoners Per (sent Deserted
10 Jun 9,JU1 639 31
10 Jul 9 Aug 91 48
10 Auk 9 SeP 221 24
10 Sep - 9 Oot 883 8

The DS Eighth Army attributes this deoline to "close surveillanoe and
intensified propaganda" on the part of the enemy.
19 Oot 51)

ComMent; This lowering of the.Chinese Communist desertion rate tends
to Ocafrirni-E'eai.lier FECOM estimate that-the enany's Morale along ths
battle line:ranged fran good to excellent.
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29. ZOMmunista use inland waterway as sU 1 routet The UN naval task
fokcielFeralTETTITISTIFiTh reanicest boast rePortsthat as of 17 ,

Oetober weneiy Uae of-the Water waY 134een Pyongyang ind Sarivon formed
LaenandOhaeryong rivers appears increasing."

Oot 61)

OoMmunist.utilization of all means of traneportation in
.Kirea as resulted in a generally,"adequate" level of supplies for the
fraiit'linciiiniti, even in the face of the intensive UN air and sea inter-,
diction program.
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