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11. KOREA. Top North Korean military planners may not be in Pyongyang:
r"rrNoveniber-pTian text message fiOm the Manaulrian-Korean border
town of Manpo (Manpojin) to the "Central Fuel Control Office" in Pyongyang
ordered that office to ensure the issuance of "three tons of gasoline and
nine tons of Mobile oil to Name Affairs Department . . to reonnstruot the
road and bridges." The message states that this is to be done 'by order
of Military Committee." (SUEDE AS CM IN 64026, 18.Nov 51)

- COmment2 Of oonsiderable significance in this message is the
refei4757176-"Mi1itary Committee," With the outbreak of war, the North
Korean OCvernment set up a "Supreme Military Committee" oharged with
oonduoting military operations. Although this message cannot be interpreted
ati confirming the location of this high-level strategy body in Kanpo, it
&kiwi suggest thnt an administrative body with the minimum authority of
allOoating fuel in Pyongyang is located there.
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11. KOREA To NorCh KlF$JL--a&bnnsre  m a .  I 

k 0 h - h  t e x b  message 6 o m  t he  bhnohurian-Korean border 
t o w n  of Mmpo ( h n p o j i n )  t o  khe "Central Fuel Control Offioe" in Pyongyang 
ordered that o f f i o s  t o  ensure the issuance of nthrse  tons o f  gasol ine a d  
nine tons  of mobile oil to Home Affairs Department a a t o  r e c w s k ~ o t  the  
road and bridgeno" 
of Militiary Committee." 

r s f o r ~ % ? M i l S t a r y  C~nrmlt-t;es~~' With t he  outbreak of  war,  the North 
Uorean advermant; set up a "Supreme Military Committee" oharged with 
oonduoting mil5.tary operation#. 
a8 oonfirming the looa t ion  o f  t h i s  high-level strategy body in Manpo, it 
doe4 suggast thd i  Rn admlniRtrative h d y  w i h  the minimum au thor i ty  of 
alloaating 

The message eta tee  t h a t  this is t o  be done "by order 
(SUEDE A8 CM IN 54026, 18 NOV 5 2 )  

CotMlenta Of oonsiderable aignifioanoe in th is  message is the  

Although t h i s  massage oannot be in te rpre ted  

fdel in Pyongyang i.8 located there. 
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OoMmentt Trade of this nature falls within the normal pattern
of giZgaelicit northeastern Korea. This is the first reoent
evidence, however, that such trade is continuing.

14. '
North Korean coaliroduotion suffers from labor troublesi Two

NOrtlirrean plain-text massages Or-lg.-add 17 November reveal a shortage
of labor for mines in coal producing areas of North Korea. A Kanggya
MAC:saga to the "Production Ministry" in Pyongyang states that "due to the
shortage of labor power In the Tokohon mine, I must stay here." Another
message from Kwannae at the mouth of the Chongohon river to the "Mine
COntrol Bureau" in Pyongyang reports that "there is much trouble in the
production because of the laborers." (SUEDE AS OM IN 53651, 16 Nov 51)

Oommentilibile the Tokohon mine is well identified is an anthraoite
coal "Frall"ar, no mine is known to be located at Kwannae. There is,
howeVer,VOme low grade lignite produced in the Sinanju area just east
Of Drannae. A further pc:edibility is that the Kwannae mine exploits
aIlnVial deposits of monazite which occur with some frequency in this
area.

A shortage of labor, particularly skilled labor, has been chronic
in North Korea since the end of World Wax II. The exigencies of the
current war /lama diverted a major portion of all manpower into the
military, with a consequent further aggravation of the labor problem.

-410P-SBARPTT-EFRODB-

.10 mod

6 21 Nov 51

Qonunents Trade of t h i s  nature falls within the  normal pat tern 
o f  gr-hit aortheaHtern Korea. 
evi.denoe, however, %hat 0uch trade 1s continuing. 

Thia Is the f i r s t  reoent 

14. ' Worth Xorean ooaL,E&uz$LOz suffers from labor  Croubles a Two 
N o r t h x r e a n  plain-text messages o m r a n d  17 November reveal  a shortage 
o f  labor  f o r  minee i n  o o a l  pmduoing areae o f  North Korea. A Kmggye 
message t o  the  "Froduotion MinistryR i n  Pyongyang s t a t e s  t h a t  "due-to the  
shortage of labor power i n  t h e  Tokohon mine, I must s t a y  here." 
message from Kw-ennae a t  t h e  mouth o f  the Chongohon r i v e r  t o  t h e  "Mine 
Control Bureau" i n  Pyongyang reports thal; '%here i s  muoh t rbuble  i n  t h e  
production bsoauss of t h e  1aborarB." (SUEDE AS OM I N  63651, 16 Nov 61) 

ooal  $~-r, no mSne i s  knom t o  bs 1rx:atod at Kwannae. 
however, s$ma low grade l i g n i t e  produoed in th8 Sinanju area just eas t  
of Kmnnfie. 
a l l u d a l  deposita of monazite whiah ooour with some frequenoy i n  t h i s  
area. 

Another 

Oomosttg While the Tokohon mine i8 well i d e n t i f i e d  as an ankhraoita 
There is, 

A fur ther  poseibllity 18 t h a t  t h e  Kwannae mine exploits 

A shortage of labor, par t foular ly  s k i l l e d  labor, has been chronio 
in North Korea sinoe the end o f  World War 11. 
ourrent War have divertad a major portion o f  a l l  manpower into the  
mil i tary,  with a ooneequent furf;har aggrauation o f  the labor problem. 

The exigencies o f  the  
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