LESSON 1: Verb Root

Opposites
GG X &G 2 6m@em X ©l6uefGu OmBs X omGs
up X down inside X outside here X there

Verb Roots are used to make commands.

Gum go
6ur come
2 | &My sit
umy look, see
Examples:  oimGs Gur! Go there!
2 6m@erm eur! Come inside!

Note -- In this and following lessons, statements or declarative sentences will always end in a
period (.), and commands will always end in an exclamation mark (!)

Ex. You come! Command
You come. Statement/Declaration
Exercises
1. Translate to English. 2. Translate to Thamil.
a. QmGs eur! a. Sit outside!
b. £Cp 2 L amr! b. Come up!
c. GuBe umy! c. Look here!
d. QeuafGu Gur! d. Go inside!

3. Memorize the following:

BT 60T I

5 you
Si6U60T he
Si6UeIT she

3G it




LESSON 2: Pronouns and Present Tense Conjugation

IBIT 60T I mrer umjesE Goer. I look.

you 5 umF&eE .

You look.

Si6U60T he Sieuenr UmfsEmmer. He looks.

SI6U6T she SieueT umFsEmmeT.  She looks.

33 it SIGl UTTSE DG, It looks.

Exercises

1.
a.

b.

3.

Translate the following sentences to Thamil.

It looks down. aigl &6 urFsdpgl.

He looks here.

She looks up.

. It looks inside.

I look there.

You look outside.

. Translate the following sentences to English.

SioueT 2 6TG6m LTSS DITeT.

. BT SGp umjes Cme.

215 GwGan LUTTSHDI.

. b @mGs urgsd .

Siouenr GleusMGw LTF&E e

Memorize the following:

6T60T60)60T me

2_60T6m60T you

SI6U6TI60T him

S|6U6DI6IT her

NS it

The first sentence is translated for you.



LESSON 3: Present Tense (cont.) and Direct Object

When conjugating the verb umy, we added &&Gper, &E i, &&pmer, etc. to the verb root.

For the following two verbs, we add &Gmerr, dpmi, Hpmer, etc. to the verb root.

AL:110) (to) touch ) (to) throw
Brer  Qgm(hel Cmer. I touch. mrer 6Tl & G I throw.
i Qs mmi. You touch. i 6Tl &Sl L. You throw.
Sieuer G m(HeEmme. He touches. SieueT 6Tl & et He throws.
SieueT  GIgm(H& mmer. She touches. Si6ueT 6Tl S DITeT. She throws.
Sigl QsrhH gl It touches. 3G sT & MG It throws.

Look at the two example sentences below:

Ex. He throws the ball.
subject: he
verb: throws

direct object: ball

Ex. I see him.
subject: I
verb: see

direct object: him

In a sentence, the action of the verb is performed by the subject on the direct object.

In general, the direct object answers the questions "What?" or "Whom?"
Referring to the examples above, we can ask: What does he throw? the ball

Whom do I see? him



Pronoun/Noun
I

you

he

she

it

ball

food

Direct Object
me

you

him

her

it

ball

food

Pronoun/Noun
[BIT 60T

5

SI6UE0T

SI6U6IT

Sigl

Ubg)

2_6uoTe)

Direct Object
6TEOTEE0T
2_GOTEmEIT
SI6U6TIETT
SI6UET6IT
SIS
LIBEnS

2 _600T60)6U

In Thamil, the general rule for forming the direct object is: noun + -gg

Examples:

gTeOTEmEOTLl LI !

SieueT UBmG GGev 6Tl &S mmer.

MBS 0 m(h!

SI6U6T 2 _EUTEMEUL! LITTT & 6.

Exercises

1. Translate to English.

a. [BreT 2 erementll Umjee Gmer.

b. Sieuer LBmS 2 6TGem sl mment.

c. 3Gl eTeTemenS OGT(HS MG
d. upemgy QmGs 6!

[¢]

. b 2 amemeg GgmhE mm.

3. Memorize the following words:

BH56) door

o (to) open
QMRS to) buy
b3 this

Look at me!

She throws the ball up.

Touch it!

He looks at the food.

2. Translate to Thamil.

a. She sees the food inside.

b. Come outside!

Throw the ball outside!

c. He throws the food down.

d. It looks at her. / It sees her.

e. It touches him.

f. She throws it there.

SIbS
OluL_1g

FL ML

that
0X
shirt

flower



LESSON 4: Plural and Respective Pronouns
In Thamil, there are two pronouns for the English pronoun "we".
They are B and [BTHIGET.

When using B, the person being spoken to is included in "we."
When using [BrmigeT, the person being spoken to is NOT included in "we."
Examples:

1. When telling a neighbor about your family vacation, you might say, "We spent 6 weeks in
Thamil Naadu." Here, the word prmiseT would be used for "we" because the person being
spoken to (here: neighbor) is excluded from the we (here: your family).

2. When speaking to your family members about an idea for a family vacation, you might say,
"We should all travel to Thamil Naadu this summer." In this case, the word BmD would be
used for "we" because the people being spoken to (here: your family) are included in the we
(here: your family).

The pronoun [Br&eT has two meanings. It can mean "you all." Or it can be used for "you" to
give respect. [5 is used for "you" only if respectful addressing is not necessary.

The pronoun &6 is used for "he" or "she" when giving respect. j6uer and Sjeuem are used for
"he" and "she" only if respectful addressing is not necessary.

The pronoun &jeufsem has two meanings. It can mean "they." Or it can be used in place of
Sia.

Pronoun Direct Object Pronoun Direct Object
he/she him/her =) Sl6UemIy

we us [BITLD [BLDEMLO

we us TBITTRIB6IT 6Tl B 66T
you (all) you (all) 15 MRl & 61T 2 _[HIGEM6T
they them SI6UI] BT SI6UI] HE6IT

The following chart shows the Present Tense Verb Endings for each pronoun.

Pronoun Present Tense Verb Ending
I BT 60T (8)& Cmeor = (&)d&p + eer
you i (8)& o =  (B)dD + W
he Si6U60T (&) mmeor =  (&)dD + e
she Si6UeIT (&) mmer =  (B)ED + T
it G (&) gl = (®dp + g
he/she 1)) (8)&omy =  (&)dD +
we [BITLD (8)HCmmbd =  (&)dp + @b
we TBIT TRl 6T (8)&Gpmd =  (s)dn + @b
you (all) 5 Ml B 6iT (&)d B 6 =  (&)dp + myesem

they SI6UI SH6IT (B)@prrser = (S)ED + QYTH6T



&p forms the present tense by adding &&Gmerr, &dmmi, sHmmer, etc.

Mm@ forms the present tense by adding &l@meir, &pm, e, etc.

$m (to) open QMRS
BT 60T Smad Cmenr. I open. BT 60T UG Cenr.
i SHnSE M. You open. i UTRIGE DL
Sl6u6 & mme. He opens. Si6U60T QUGS DT
SI6U6T S n&sE De. She opens. SI6U6T UTRIGESE DT
3 Fn&sdEngl. It opens. 3 AUMTRIGS DI.
Sia HnSEOT]. He/She opens. e UTRIGE DT.
[BITLD SHnad Gmb. We open. [BITLD SUTRIGE GormLD.
TBIT TRl 6T Snad Comw. We open. BIRISET  eUTEIGS Gomb.
15 MBI 61T Spadl s You (all) open. [BRIG6T SUT RIS & 1 [T 6T
SI6UI] BT dpsdpryset.  They open. SIUTHET  CUTIRIGES DT 6.
Exercises
1. Translate to Thamil.
a. We [mmb) buy it here.
b. Father sees that ball. He throws it outside.
c. You all see them. / You all look at them.
d. This dog (Bmi) opens the door.
e. She touches us (BLEMD).
f. Father, you are buying food.

g. They look up.

h. He touches them.

3.

. Memorize all pronouns and their uses.

(to) buy
I buy.
You buy.
He buys.
She buys.
It buys.
He/She buys.
We buy.
We buy.
You (all) buy.

They buy.

Memorize the following verbs and conjugate each in the present tense with
SieU, B, BIRIS6T, Brsr, and Seufser. (20 sentences total)
O&w (to) do &Gmerr, Hpmi, Smmer, etc.

2_6u0r (to) eat &Gmerr, Hpmi, Smmer, etc.

2 | &My (to) sit &Cmeir, Spmw, e, etc.

@&y (to) give &8 Cmert, ST, SEMT6T, etc.



LESSON 5: Direct Object (cont.)

As demonstrated earlier, the direct object of most nouns ending in -2_ is formed by adding gg.

Noun Direct Object
2_6uor6Y 2_GUOTEme
e LS

&F6) SHFHEM6L

For nouns ending in -&), -m, and -g3, the direct object is formed by adding emw.

Noun Direct Object
©luL_1g. OluL_1g emuwl

& Semw

FL6mL FL_emL_6mW

Nouns ending in all other vowels add eméu to form the direct object.

Noun Direct Object

S|DLOT SIDLOTEmEY

) Lhsmell
Exercises
1. Write the direct object of the following nouns.
a. Uy comb e. &G ear
b. siuT father f. m housefly
C. D& hand g. [Heor moon
d. 358 knife h. Geusmev  work
2. Translate
a. The fly sees you. f. She buys that shirt.
b. I see the fly. g. You touch father.
c. He opens the box. h. T throw the flower outside.
d. Open this door! 1. It touches the moon.
e. We (Bmmiser) eat the food. j. You do this work!

3. Thamil verbs are divided into 7 classes. Memorize the following verbs and the corresponding
verb class.

Q&'

6Tl

UG

AEION

2 g

umg®

g’



LESSON 6: Present Tense Conjugation

The verb classes are used to systematically describe the past, present, and future tense
conjugation of verbs. Each new verb should be learned along with its class.

Present Tense Conjugation
Classes 1-5 Root + &n + eF6r, i, 6, etc.
Classes 6-7 Root + & + erer, i, e, etc.

Exercises
1. For each of the following verbs, conjugate it in the present tense with the given
noun/pronoun.

a. o' 1 (to) cry

b. Q&rE®  mmD (to) give

c. BL’ SI6U6T (to) walk

d. Ser [BITLL (to) eat

e. Gum@’ Si6U60T (to) put

f. IhE’ SIQIT BT (to) sleep

g 2 U &mj’ [Bmei (to) sit

2. Give the classes of the following verbs:
a. Q@ e. umy
b. Q&w f. el

c. 8m g. QMG
d. 2 eoor

3. Memorize the following words:

6 (h house T 6007 (1) cage

S0l river &(b nest

(b COW Gemm) cooked rice
sl stomach Guw(p hill

ST wind

&l et well

sulm rope

slememwimL_(h game
Sp60or(h year
&6 calf

6ueoor(n beetle



Some nouns ending in (j and g follow a special rule for forming the direct object.

LESSON 7: (h and g Endings-Direct Object (cont.)

following list of nouns and their direct objects:

Noun Direct Object
el ememwimL_(h 61 6T _6mL_
Speur(h 6006
&6 S6ETENMN

ST STHEDD

6 (h 6l L_6mL_

(b LDITL_6mL_

) DD
sl suld memm

Look at the

When a noun ends in (p/my that is not preceded by a dotted consonant, the (h/m becomes L (v/mm
before adding g3 to form the direct object.

Exercises

1. Write the direct object of the following nouns:

a. sy field; forest h. ur_( song

b. sulm rope i. eueor(h beetle

c. dlewrm well j. SIyewriq spoon

d. L emeor cat k. oissT elder sister
e. Gam king 1. geon( towel; piece
f. emev head m. &b goat

g silp B

2. Translate

Q@ ™0 Ao o

He chases the cat.

. We (Bmb) build that house.

She holds the spoon.

. They cross the river.

I touch the cow.
The dog chews the rope.

. You (all) throw the box.

(to) chase = SIT&aI
(to) build = &L @’
(to) hold = 9 °
(to) cross = &L’

(to) chew = Qled!



LESSON 8: Direct Object (cont.)
Nouns ending in b form the direct object by dropping the b and adding Sms.
S, &, 2, 6T, & are short vowels.
One syllable nouns containing a short vowel form the direct object by doubling the final

consonant and adding .

All other nouns form the direct object by simply adding g to the final consonant.

Examples

Noun Direct Object

LDJLD LTSNS tree, wood

LILpLD LSMS fruit

LI6L LI6LED6V tooth

LImev LIT6m6V milk

H6V BHELETIEV rock, stone

&HIT6V SHITEN6V leg, foot

OB QBUlemW melted butter

ST ST vegetable

Exercises

1. Write the direct object forms of the following nouns.

a. Smew column, pillar

b. Gluewor girl, female

C. 60T boy, male

d. 195D letter

€. SHITEM6Y morning

f. gl

g. (e thorn

h. @amub anger

i. flevid land

j. 6Tty cold water

k. wemip rain

1. eumu mouth

m. 6UeuoTlq. cart

n. umoy snake

2. Translate

a. She writes the letter. (to) write = eTgI"
b. We (Brmmisr) drink water. (to) drink = @iq°
c. They plow the land. (to) plow = &@1
d. I open an eye. (to) open = g‘;]rfrﬂ
e. The cart goes. (to) go = Gum’

f. The king says it. (to) say = Q&med’
g. Father throws this rock.

h. He sees the girl. / He looks at the girl. (to) see = &mewr



LESSON 9: Future Tense

The future tense is formed as follows:

[NOTE: &ig) is an exception to this rule. Its future tense conjugation will be introduced later.]

Future Tense Conjugation

Classes 1-4 Root + 60  + 660, I, W60, Y6, etc.
Class 5 Root + O+ 660r, Ui, 60T, W6fT, etc.
Classes 6-7 Root + L0 + eF6r, S, 60, 6, etc.
Examples

Brer Ol Ceuen. I will do.

Breot 6T0) Geveor. I will throw.

[BIT60T 6T Eov6nr. I will buy.

Brer ©\&m(hGeueo. I will touch.

[BITeoT 2_euor@Lie. I will eat.

et umyL@ueor. I will see.

Brer Sl mLiGueot. I will open.

Exercises

1. Form the future tense of the following verbs with the pronouns listed.
a. Qeued' TBIT6T (to) win, conquer

b. &eM° I 6T (to) bathe

c. up’ SI66T (to) fly

d. smewr’ i

e. e’ Si6U60T (to) fall

f. Gs(’ Sieury (to) search

g. umﬂu@“ [BITLD (to) leave, depart

. Translate the following sentences.
We (Brmmi&sT) will build a big house.
. I will eat cooked rice tomorrow.

. You will eat murukku.

. Father will catch this fish.
Tomorrow mother will forget it.

We (Bmb) will sit there.

. They will graze the cow.

. Elder brother will kill the snake.
Elder sister will step on the beetle.
She will eat this sauce. She likes it.

TS th 0 A0 o N

big = Quflw; (to) build = &L ¢
tomorrow = [BMemsT; (to) eat = 2_ewr
PmI&S; (to) eat [snacks] = Her
(to) catch = 191g°

(to) forget = LD;D7

5

(to) graze = Guul®

elder brother = Siswremrar; (to) kill = GQismev’
elder sister = @i&&T; (to) step on = HH°
sauce = GlL; (to) eat = EANRICN

(to) like = eqmidL’



LESSON 10: Irregular Verbs

The following verbs are irregular in the present and future tenses. To conjugate these verbs in
the present and future tenses, the roots undergo a change when making the present stem and
future stem.

Root Modified Root
(to) ask G - CaL
(to) give 8T - 80
(to) come ar’ - O
(to) stand Be® - 2]
(to) sell fed” - elD
Examples
Root Present Tense Future Tense
Cas6ir Brer Cal_d Cme. Brer Gl Guie.
6o’ B e mmi. B Bipum.
ourr” SI6U6DT 6U(THE D6 SI66DT 6 (THEUTEDT.

In Thamil, the word “a” = @ and the word “an” = @

The rules for using @@ and @F are the same as the rules for using “a” and “an” in English.
& is used for nouns that begin with a consonant. @ is used for nouns that begin with a
vowel. 6@ and @7 are also used for the word “one” when it is used as an adjective (e.g. one
eye, one box).

Exercises
1. Conjugate the verbs in both the present and future tenses with the given pronoun and direct
object. Then write the English translation of each sentence.

a. Ga6r’; Seus; radio = aumGermed

b. &% Seur; LILpLD

c. am’; workers = GoUmVGSTITTEH6T

d. Bled’; mmar; 2_6rGer

e. el60’; BIMIGET; rope = &l

2. Translate the following phrases.
a. one girl girl = Gluewr
b. a male male = S0
c. a dog dog = Bl
d. one goat goat = &y(b
e. one plant plant = Q&g
f. a hand hand = &



Lesson 11: The Respective Command

The respective command is used when addressing someone with respect or when addressing a
group of people.

Respective Command = Root + -2_RI&6iT
[Roots ending in -2_ or -& add miserT]

Root Respective Command
Q& QF LIS
6Tl . 6T WMl &6
UMIRIS NG
Qarp’ OB m(Hrs6T
2 qr 2 GGG
Ly . LT (TH Tl &6
FeL0 FEMLOW| TRl 6T

7 . .
Q‘;]g)z &l pmise
6ur SUT (R E6IT
Gur? Cumrmiget

Notice that the respective command is formed according to similar rules as the Noun + &
for the direct object. Verbs like 61fl* and &emin® add wrissT because they end in -& and -g3.
Q&' and 2 ewr form the respective command by doubling the final consonant before adding
2 BIG6T.

The respective commands of the irregular verbs eur® and Gum have also been included in
the chart. The formation of the respective command for these two verbs is also irregular, but it
is regular for verbs like G&6m and [Hlev’.

Exercises

1. Use the respective command to translate the following English sentences.
a. Buy this dress! dress = uUmeumenL

b. Eat the cooked rice! (to) eat = 2_qur

c. Put the bag down! (to) put = Gun(’

d. Help the girl! (to) help = 2_ga; girl = umium, Qe
e. Call him! (to) call = &l19@*

f. Do the work!

g. Look there! [use &mewr |

2. Translate the following sentences to English.

a. QeusfGuw Gummise!

b. FMEUG S DEIS6T!

C. 8B HTem6Ll Lilq Wmiss6T!

d. & urLenLL um(prger!

. SIS SlMaULMhISE6T!

f. @mGs ur@HmseT!



LESSON 12: Plural
The general rule for converting a singular noun to the plural form follows:
Plural = Noun + &6

Formation of the plural involves advanced topics that will be discussed in detail. For now, it is
important to make note of the following two exceptions to the general rule:

Nouns ending in a long vowel (&, F, om, 6], ) add &6

Nouns ending in b change the b to ®m upon addition of &

Examples

Noun Plural

LDIJLD DT MRIGB6IT

Tbl6urr 15l 60T & H6IT

L, LI, & &6

Exercises

1. Write the plural form of the following singular nouns.
a. ellpm festival, party

b. 6i(h house

c. e fish

d. sevor eye

€. BMeL foot

f. UL picture

g. L fruit

h. yom pigeon

1. fly

2. Translate the following sentences to Thamil.

a. They will buy pens. pen = Gueorm

b. Mother will pluck flowers. (to) pluck = uﬂ(’
c. A goat chases the students. goat = (; (to) chase = SIS

student = LomewTEUT
d. The students will chase the dog.



Like the verb root, the infinitive verb form is used extensively in Thamil.

formed as follows:

Classes 1-5
Classes 6-7

Infinitive
Root + &
Root + &&

Regular Verbs

Root
Q&'
i’
i’
6Tl

o | &M’
B
ETE)
Qs
> qur
NG
umg®

g’

Infinitive
O\Fww
Sl
ST
sTlW

2 L &My
HlempW
OYIIAL:S
Oz
260076007
T 6uoT
UTT &S

dnes

LESSON 13: The Infinitive

The infinitive is

Irregular Verbs

Root Infinitive
Gur? Gurs
oum’ aury

B &0
Qa6 CaL&
Beb’ B
660’ Y

The Root + & infinitive is formed according to the same rules as the Noun + g3 direct object.
For example, 6tfl° and Eemip” form the infinitive by adding w. ©&w' and 2 e form the
infinitive by doubling the final consonant and adding &.

The infinitive forms of irregular verbs have to be memorized individually.

Exercises

S0

. Quui’

2 %6

. Ser

EX OGN
Gur@

O A0 o -

(to) sit
(to) rain
(to) help

(to) find
(to) put

. Write the infinitive of the following verbs.

2. Based on your knowledge of verb classes and present tense conjugation, write the root and

the infinitive form of the verb in each of the following sentences.

Identify whether the root is

in Classes 1-4, Class 5, or Classes 6-7.
a. Sl 2 mPSEHDTT].

b. SiI6T EHaImEVLILI(HEUITET.
c. uemer @bhdHngl.

d. mmer SfLGue.

verb = (to) toil

verb = (to) worry

verb = (to) run; cat = L6060
verb = (to) laugh, smile



LESSON 14: Future Tense of <ig

Future tense verb form for the pronoun &g = Infinitive + 2_1d

Root Infinitive Future Tense for oigl

Q&' AT Sigl GlEFwwb.

6Tl st w Sigl eTHlw.

TG QMRS SIGl AMMRIGLD.

Qarp’ Qs 3Gl Ogm(pL.

2 qr 2 _GuTeT SIg| 2_GEmID.

umg® UTT & Sl UMTF&SLD.

S’ s I8 HP&GD.

Exercises

1. For each verb root, give the infinitive and conjugate in the future tense with Sigl.
a. 2.3

b. Q&6

c. 8®

d. Qug’

e. slgmbL’

f. @’

2. Translate the following sentences.

a. The bird will build a nest. bird = upemey; (to) build = & (; nest = &
b. This goat will bite you. goat = (; (to) bite = &g °

c. The flower will bloom. flower = L; (to) bloom = °

d. It will be inside. (to) be = @’

e. The calf will be born. calf = serm; (to) be born = ﬂg)7
f. The wound will heal. wound = yewr; (to) heal = <pm’

3. Memorize the following words:

0T next 67 GGuTETITEY because
6UIITLD week SIGETT6V as a result
Sp6or(h year EYR: therefore

S} EOTTEV but, however LoMILIG WD again



LESSON 15: The Negative Command

The negative commands are formed as follows:

As with the positive respective command, the negative respective command is used when

Negative command = Infinitive + <@g
Negative respective command = Infinitive + p&7aem

addressing someone with respect or when addressing a group of people.

Root Infinitive Negative Command Negative Respective Command

Q&' Q&ww Q&wLwrBs AEMMELEL

6Tl sTlW sTlwr@s T WIS [ &6

UTEG" UMIRIS UMRISTCH CUMIRIGBITS [T 6T

Qarp’ Oz QamLr@s O\FTLT S &6T

2 euor 2 _GuoTeTT 2 e G o _GuoTamrIT e I} 6T

umg® UTT & umysaTes UM ST T 6T

Sm’ Hnée HnesrCs S &S T 6T

Exercises

1. Translate the following sentences using the negative command and negative respective
command.

a. Do not watch television! Read this book! television = QGTEMELSSTL&; book = [EmeV
b. Do not play here! Go outside!

c. Do not bite the candy! Suck it! candy = L (to) bite = &% (to) suck = &’
d. Do not buy this shirt! Buy that doll! doll = GlumbenLo

e. Do not throw the ball here!

2. Translate the following sentences.

a. BI6T 6@H EIemevll LG SE Gneir. permsd iousT O\FWS SSmemermLl Lig LILIT6T.

book = [ETev; newspaper = Q&EWSH SSmer

. DGST SOIMW G SEDTET. ASEOTTE) SN6UET (L M6

(to) cry = @i’

BT 2 6TCsm GuTGeurmd. FOlTRTMTEL MG B BHLMWS SHITSIIS DI,
(to) chase = GIT&S"

Barm wm CULWD. & SeUT BTEST HVSHMS 2 (PeUMT.
rain = wemlp; (to) rain = Qui'; land = Bevid; (to) plow = 2_(p'

3. Memorize the following:
Gmmom yesterday
Serm today

[BITE0Y6IT tomorrow

2 | Ger immediately
dlie Gliyeor suddenly

1Bl emmw a lot

@umeor previous (e.g. previous week, last week = @Gumer 6umiyLD)



LESSON 16: Past Tense

Class 1 and 2 verbs form the past tense as follows:

Past Tense
Class 1 Root + &  + 66, plil, 6w, etc.
Class 1 (Root ends in 60) 60— 61D + 6TeT, yll, e, etc.
Class 1 (Root ends in 6T) 6T— 6Ol  + 6J60, pUl, W6, etc.
Class 2 Root + [bg + 676ir, pll, 6w, etc.
Root Past Stem Past Tense
Q&' 0FWs BT O\ F LG e
Q6 Q&erH b6 Gl&er@menr. Qgs' = (to) go
6! Sp6TOTL IBIT60T 246001 BL_60T. o6t = (to) rule
2 I &’ 2 I MBS Brer 2 L SminGger.
Exercises
1. For each of the following verbs, conjugate it in the past tense with the given noun/pronoun.
a. Qi LDEMLD (to) rain
b. euemy” BT (to) grow
c. e’ Sieuy (to) fall
d. Qsed! i (to) go
e. ODGO\STHT BT (to) learn
2. Translate the following sentences.
a. It rained last week. rain = wemlp; (to) rain = G’
b. I killed the flies. fly = m; (to) kill = Q&mev’
c. They won the competition. competition = GurLlq; (to) win = Gleusd’
d. We (BrmigeT) sat outside.
e. He threw the ball up suddenly.
f. That girl fell down. (to) fall = &lqp
g. We did a lot of work (to) do = Q&l'; work = Geusmev
h. The king ruled the country. (to) rule = &y6'; king = &iyear; country = B

i. A girl cried yesterday. (to) cry = é{@l



LESSON 17: Past Tense (cont.)

The past tense forms of Class 5 verbs are irregular and will be covered in a later lesson.
The past tense of verbs in Classes 3, 4, 6, and 7 is formed as follows:

Past Tense
Class 3 Root + e + 66, i, e, etc.
Class 4 (Root ends in () (h—LL + 6T6, PUl, W6, etc.
Class 4 (Root ends in @) m— MO + 676, pll, e, etc.

Class 6 Root + &8 + eJ6&0m, i, e, etc.

Class 7 Root + [B$ + eFer, <y, W6, ete.

Root Past Stem Past Tense

AUTHES 6uIT Mmiefl 6o TBTeoT  6ukIch Georeor.

ENNICN ;) YT [ Brer &mllL G

Quy* Oumm Brer ©IumnGmenr. (to) get, receive = Quy*
umy® Ui &% Brer UMy &Eae.

8o’ B Bre SmbGse. (to) be = S’

In addition to the form given above, the past tense verb of 9igl can be formed in two other
ways. All three forms are given below. The last one is most common.
Past Tense verb form for g

1. Root + &1 + Sig) 3G UTMIH TS

2. Root + W + &g SIGl UMhRE WSl

3. Root + @pm SIG TS D).
Exercises
1. For each of the following verbs, conjugate it in the past tense with the given noun/pronoun.
a. gfrrf'ﬂ@3 15 Ml & 61T (to) sleep
b. i@ [BITLD (to) leave, depart
c. @n’ ) (to) die
d. @eM® 5 (to) bathe
e. up’ Umeme (to) fly
f. &55° or(p (to) moo
2. Translate the following sentences.
a. Mother folded the towels. (to) fold = 1b1q°; towel = ga®
b. T swept the floor again. (to) sweep = &l (; floor = Sewiy
c. We received a present. (to) receive = @ugﬁ; present = Ufl&
d. The baby walked outside. (to) walk = BL’; baby = GLHOS
e. They pulled the rope. (to) pull = @uo’; rope = 2678
f. She shot a gun. (to) shoot = &(*; gun = gUuT&E
g. He ate this food. (to) eat = &m9(F"; food = 2_emwrey
h. The horse jumped over the fence. horse = @& enr;(to) jump over = srew(;fence = Gousd
1. I screamed. As a result, father became angry.

(to) scream = &5g; (to) become angry = Ga&muliu@’



LESSON 18: Memorizing Verb Classes and Conjugation Rules

So far, we have learned the rules for form the past, present, and future verb tense. The
easiest way to learn and master these rules is to memorize a representative set of verb
conjugations. If you can memorize the past, present, and future verb conjugations for a given
verb in a specific verb class, then you can easily regenerate the conjugation rules for that verb
class.

For example, suppose you encounter a new verb, g;efr@3 , (to) push. If you want to
conjugate in the past, present, and future tenses, you simply recall the conjugation of the Class 3
verb ammIG :
uTmGH Cuerr, surmi@Ceustr, eummid Gereor. By analogy, you can determine the conjugation of
BeTEn : SemEnd Coe, SemEnelCeue, SoeiGeure.

Ideally, the representative set of verb conjugations will contain verbs used frequently in
everyday conversation. The following chart lists the important conjugations of a representative
set of verb roots.

Root Present Tense Future Tense Past Tense
Q&' AEME [ Q& LIGeueT AETEET
AET O\ Fer@mer
e ST @L_6dr

o (" &’ 2 L smyel Gmeor 2 L asmyGeuer 2 | &mybGger
UG UM Gmear A ) 6urmiehl Geoteor
EANION gmuld (ha& Cmer Frud (hSeueor Frud L GLer
AN QumHBmedr

o qr 2_euordhl Gmer 2_euor@Lieor Irregular
umg® ury &l HCmedr umyLiGueot umy S8z
8o’ Bmsa Gs AIGNTTy NG

Except for @@7, all Class 7 verbs are made up of two, short syllables and end in -3
9m’ (to) be born; @’ (to) die; ien’ (to) measure; bp’ (to) forget; L' (to) walk; &m’

All regular Class 3 and Class 4 verbs end in -2_.

Exercises
1. Translate each sentence. Based on the verb conjugations observed in each pair of sentences,
write the verb root and class.
a. BMD Comaramws S (hlleuGurb. BrD Camaramws S (hlle.&58smib.
coconut = @gzmi&mil; verb = (to) find

b. euemony BSTSH MG euewry BSFHSS. vehicle, cart = euewrq; verb = (to) move
c. e LUmemevs Abgid Gmerr. Bremr Lmemevs HbS Gereor. milk = umey; verb = (to) spill
d. B O5s Hasms emuuril. B Obs BaSme AeThHSTU.

length = Hemd; verb = (to) measure
e. Bearel&An Fwedpgl. WeardlfAn Fwerwgl. electric fan = el AMl; verb = (to) spin
f. siuy mBas Wlyemeury. ey mBas Wlyewor_my. verb = (to) be scared



LESSON 19: Past Tense of Irregular Verbs

The past tense verb conjugations of Class 5 verbs are all irregular. Their past stems have to be
memorized individually along with those of the other irregular verbs.

Past Tense Conjugation = Past Stem + 66T, U, peor, etc.

The past tense verb forms of some common irregular verbs are given below:

Root Past Stem Past Tense
(to) come aur? UHH BTeoT 6urbG et
(to) give i’ 55 B ShoTU.
(to) be, become EWENCH 60T SICUETT )} 60TIT6OT.
(to) go Gur? Gurmeor Sieuem GuenTmei.
(to) say Q&me’ O\&meoTeot 3Gl O\FmeTeg.
(to) eat > qur > GuorL_ SIOU[ 26T,
(to) eat $l6ir dleorm BT FearGmmb.
(to) ask Ca6ir Gl L BrhssT GasL GLmib.
(to) stand 6o’ 16l 6ot 15 mIG6IT [5l 60Tl [ 6T
(to) sell 660> s Hb SiuFae DTy eer.

The past tense verb forms of the Class 3 Irregular Verbs with &gl are given below:
Root Past Tense for oigl

EWENGH g, BAwg, pidm

Gur’ Gurmerg, Gumulpm

Q& e’ Qemerangl, GClETaL0WS, GCFTE0 M)

Exercises

1. For each of the following verbs, conjugate it in the past tense with the given noun/pronoun.
a. Hlev’ BT 6T

b. eur? Si6UIy

c. Gur’ [T RIG6IT

2. Translate the following sentences.

a. We sold the balls. (to) sell = afl6d’; ball = Uk

b. They asked a question. (to) ask = Gaer’; question = Geeirell
c. She said the answer. (to) say = QEmed?; answer = uSl6d
d. You ate that food. (to) eat = 2_aur’; food = 2_emwrey

e. The dog ate the murukku. (to) eat = Sl&r; PMGS

f. Father gave money. (to) give = &T*; money = LW



LESSON 20: The Indirect Object

The indirect object of a sentence is the recipient of the verbal action.
object answers the questions, “To whom?” or “For whom?”

In general, the indirect

He throws me the ball.
Subject: He
Verb: (to) throw
Direct object: the ball
Indirect object: me

(To whom does he throw the ball? me)

I bought this present for you.
Subject: 1
Verb: (to) buy
Direct object: present
Indirect object: you

(For whom did I buy the present? you)

In Thamil, the suffix (2_)&@ is used for the indirect object.

The indirect object forms of pronouns are irregular and listed below:

Pronoun Indirect Object Pronoun Indirect Object
I to/for me [BIT 60T TES

you to/for you 13 2 OB

he to/for him Sl6U60T SIUDISS
she to/for her SI6U6T SIUEHEHS
he/she to/for him/her =) SUTHS

it to/for it SIgl GES

we to/for us [BITLD NG

we to/for us [BIT RIS 6T STRISEHES
you (all) to/for you (all) 15 MRl & 61T 2 MIGEHES
they to/for them SI6UI] BT ST HEHSS
Exercises

. Translate the following sentences:

. SGST AUMISGSL CluTDmLmWE C\&T(HheEE MsT.
. TUSHGS QI FLMLMOWS MGWMISH6T!

. BT&T 2 _MSEHSGSL L Sramen aummi@Ceuer.
. Father shows the newspaper to us.

. I drew a picture for her.

doll = GQlumbemio

shirt = & emL; (to) stitch = s’
present = Ufl&

(to) show = &mTL_{’; newspaper = Q&S SSmer
(to) draw = euem’; picture = LIL.ID

(to) sell = ¢fled’; ball = uBG

(to) build = &L (°; house = i(p

(to) throw = etfl*; ball = UBg

. They built this house for us.
. Do not throw the ball to them!

I will find a pen for you.
Cook food for her!

1
a
b
c
d
e
f. She sold me that ball.
g
h
1.
J-
k. You all do this work for him!

(to) find = sarB99.’; pen = Guenrm
(to) cook = &emw’; food = 2_ewey
(to) do = Q&l'; work = Geusmev



LESSON 21: Noun + (2.)6@

The rules for adding (2.)&@ to nouns are in many ways similar to the rules for adding g
For nouns ending in (b/m) not preceded by a dotted consonant, the (/g becomes L (h/mm)
before adding 5.
All other nouns ending in vowels simply add &@.

Noun
&6
©luL_1g.
&

FL ML
S|DLWMT
b

m(h
S

Noun + (20)&&

BFOUSS
OULI1Q &
556G
FLOL_S5G
SIDITSHG
bES
LrL_(H&S
BOVES

door
box
fire
shirt
mother
flower
CoOwW
river

In general, the Noun + (2_)&@& construction whenever the words "to" or "for" are used in

English. In addition to forming the indirect object, the Noun + (2_)&@ construction is used to
show motion to a destination.
[store = &emL; (to) walk = BL; school = Lief]
SloueT HmL_SGL Gumeorment.
BT LisTell&@ L Gmeor.

Examples:

Exercises

Fuy
S
B
&5
Mg

g

[5l 6vrr
Geuemev

SRomoe a0 TR —

50 th 0O 0 TP N

housefly

. Translate the following sentences:
The bird will fly to Thamil Naadu.
. I give a banana to the goat.
She walked home.

. We will run to the store.

I give the money to little brother.
Go to the river!

. They went to the well.
. The farmer gives straw to the cow.

1. euenor(h
n. &Ie0oTiq.

p. SST

He went to the store.
I walk to school.

. Add the (20)&@ suffix to the following nouns:
i. &

j. um_( song
k. sllg rope
beetle
m. deory  well
spoon
0. LLement cat.

field; forest

elder sister

< 2 ~®vn ".Q

BGar
glewi(b
SHE06V
20

. sOpBTH
suldlm

(to) fly = up’; bird = upeea
(to) give = Q&T(°; banana = euTemIPLILIPLD

(to) walk = pL’

(to) run = @QF’; store = SemL

(to) give = &T*; money = LW
Gur’; river = <y

(to) go

(to) go = QEe'; well = ey
farmer = 2_paury; straw = enouSGHmeL

king
towel
head
goat

stomach



LESSON 22: Noun + (2_)&@& (cont.)

Nouns ending in 1 change the b to &g before adding &@&.

Nouns ending in 7 and W add &@®.

Nouns made up of one, short syllable double the final consonant before adding 2 &@.

Words ending in W are an exception to this rule. They add &@ according to the previous rule.
All other nouns ending in consonants add 2_&@.

Noun Noun + (20)&&
LDIJLD LISSSS tree
OIBW OBWsS melted butter
Ay SANUTES teacher
&60 EONSHS rock
LIT6L LTSS milk
Exercises
1. Add the (20)&@ suffix to the following nouns:
a. et column, pillar h. @smub  anger
b. G girl i. flevid land
C. 60 boy j. oeoewiy  cold water
d. s letter k. eumwl mouth
€. HITEmeY morning 1. 6uenorig. cart, vehicle
f. gD m. umby snake
g. (pei thorn
2. Translate the following sentences:
a. We give the shirt to the teacher. (to) give = Qar(’; shirt = & L
b. The teacher will teach for money. (to) teach = &M% money = Ligwrd
c. I will go to Thamileelam. (to) go = Q&e'; sBFIpD
d. Do not show the rock to that girl! (to) show = &L @’; girl = Glueir; rock = &6
e. Father threw a bone to the dog. (to) throw = efl*; bone = etQuidLy; dog = MLl
f. They went to this village. (to) go = Gur’; village = oy
g. Open the door for that son! (to) open = Q‘;]gf; son = W&6T, door = 6
h. The farmer brings the seeds to the field.

(to) bring = Qarem® eur’; field = auwed; seed = eflens; farmer = 2_ipauf
Mother will wash the dress for this daughter.
(to) wash = gjans)f; dress = umeumenL_; daughter = &6
j. The driver drove the bus to the bus station.
(to) drive = @LU(’; driver = @U@Gm5; bus = Gumbgl; bus station = GUmHBS B emeowid

[



LESSON 23: Past and Present Tense Negative

For ALL pronouns, the past and present tense negative verb form = Infinitive + i + &6vemev

= Infinitive + 6l60em60

Present Tense

BreT 2 L &y Gmer. I sit. SI6UET 2L SM& mITe. He sits.

BTET 2_L_&Tiyell 606m6. I do not sit. Si6ueT 2_L STT6sl60emev. He does not sit.
Past Tense

Brer 2 L &mjhbEse0r. I sat. SIOUETT 2 LSBT [HST 6. He sat.
BT6T 2_L_&Tiyell 606m6. I did not sit. Si6ueT 2_L STT6sl60emev. He did not sit.

The suffix -, is added to change a statement or declarative sentence into a yes/no question.
To answer these questions, use: & = yes; LML = no

SIU6T CUBSTEITIT? Did she come?

SPID, SI6UET CUBSITEIT. Yes, she came.
Bevemev, i6usT 6uT6l 6LEMEL. No, she did not come.
Exercises

1. Translate the following sentences to English.

a. SUTSHET [HTDTTSHETT? LYVEM6V, AeUTE6T 2 L STTHSTTSH6T. SNUTHET 2L SITT6l 606mev.
b.
c. Cepm i (paGl GurammisemT? Lome, SnGs L mESTTaEsT. L

urium AfsSpmenm? Le0emey, Si6UsT (W mmsT.

UmULI(Heury &emm?

. GUBMS STRGSHDST? Lemev, GWHMS 6T ng.

2. Translate the following sentences to Thamil.

a. Does he chase the birds? No, he watches the birds. for (to) watch , use &mewr; bird = LIm6me
b. She does not watch the game. for "(to) watch", use UTF;
game = elenemwmL (b

c. Did you swallow a pill? No, you did not swallow a pill. You drank medicine.

(to) swallow = 6ﬂ]@rFl|@3; pill = wrsHeny; (to) drink = Gl0.°; medicine = IGIE
d. Is father angry? No, father is not angry? (to) be angry = Gamulu’
e. Did you all receive a present? I did not send it.

(to) receive = Qum*; present = uf&; (to) send = @iy’
f. We did not wear shoes outside. shoe = Q&FmLLY; (to) wear = e

g. I did not kick the ball. I did not throw the ball. T hit the ball, because I did not win.

h.

(to) kick = 2_mg"; ball = uhg; (to) throw = 6% (to) win = Qleusd'
Did she kill a scorpion? (to) kill = Q&med'; scorpion = Gger

i. We study chemistry. We do not study math.

(to) study = L’ science = oflefllwed; math = saMEHES

j. Did it rain? No, it did not rain. It thundered. [Use the nouns for “rain” and “thunder” in
place of “it.”]

rain = enip; (to) rain = Qui'; thunder = Guq; (to) thunder = Gg°



LESSON 24: Future Tense Negative

Future tense negative for &gl = Infinitive + Qg
For all other pronouns, future tense negative = Infinitive + T + eFer, <y, W6, ete.

He will sit.
He will not sit.

I will sit.
I will not sit.

DI6UETT 2L GBITITEUT6DT.
SI6UET 2_L_BITITLOITL_L_IT6OT.

Brer 2 L &mijGeuer.
BTer 2_L_&myomL_GL_e.

It will come.
It will not come.

It will sit.
It will not sit.

SIGl QUHLD.
Gl UTTGI.

Sl 2 L SM(H.
3Gl 2 L &gl

When the Noun + (2.)&@ construction is used for the word “for” (such that it answers the
question “For whom?” or “For what?”), the suffix -24& is often added to Noun + (2.)&@.

Will she come for me?
Yes, she will come for you.
No, she will not come for you.

SICUET 6TETESEMS QU(HEUTETT?
SpID, DCUGT 2 _TSHTE QU(HEUTET.
Bo0emey, SI6UET 2 _TSSMTS EUTLDTL_L_T6T.

Exercises
1. Translate the following sentences.
a. Did he sell this farm for her? He did not sell it.
not sell the farm.
(to) sell = efly’; farm = G&TL_LIb; next year = SIB6S e

Will he sell it next year? No, he will

b. This camel drinks water now. It will not drink tomorrow.
camel = QU L &D; (to) drink = @0’ now = @UOUTIES; tomorrow = [HTemeT
c. I will not spill the milk. (to) spill = Amkg’; milk = umed
d. They bought murukku for me. They will not buy it for you. murukku = PNI&S
e. Will you cut the vegetables for mother?
(to) cut vegetables = BMIGS’; vegetable(s) = &M
f. We will not read a book. (to) read = U’ book = [IT6L

g. You all will not sleep here again.
(to) sleep = GMMIG"; here

OmBs; again = loyLIQ WD

h. She washes clothes for me. (to) wash = giemal’; clothes = gjeufl

i. She will not cook food for us. (to) cook = &emw®; food = 2_emrey

j. I did not send a letter to you. (to) send = &@JDHS; letter = &lQ.FID

k. Will you all turn the light off for me? (to) turn off = siemem’; light = &G

1.

We will not do this work.

m. I will not touch a snake.

n

. Father will not sit outside.

(to) do = Q&l'; work = Geusmev
(to) touch = Qan(*; snake = umby



LESSON 25: Habitual Verbs - Present Tense vs. Future Tense

In English, when a verb expresses something that occurs habitually or on a regular basis, the
verb is always conjugated in the present tense. In Thamil, these verbs are conjugated in the
future tense.

Examples

We watch movies. BIERISET $lenrliuL_mgsemerll umFUGumi.

I do not read this newspaper. BT SibSF OFUHSSTemeT LSS LI GL6r.
He walks to school. Si6U6T LisTeM & [BL_LILIT6IT.

She takes this bag to the office.
SioUeT QHSL MUMWL SIVIEIVESSES THSSIS0\ETsmT(h Gumeure.

Exercises
1. Translate the following sentences containing habitual verb forms to Thamil.
a. Mother does not make vadai. vadai = euemL; (to) make vadai = &'
b. He often looks down. often = @Ig&&IY; (to) look = umF®; down = &G
c. She wears a lot of jewellery. (to) wear = &ie’; a lot = Bemmw; jewellery = B
d. We go to work every day. (to) go = Q&e'; work = Geusmev; every day = Si@TDITLID
e. Father does not wash the clothes. Mother washes the clothes.

(to) wash = giemal’; clothes = gjeufl
f. They ask a lot of questions. (to) ask = Gaer’; question = Geeirell
g. He does not cook. Therefore, he buys food. (to) cook = &emd’; (to) buy = MRS’
h. This dog barks, but it does not bite. (to) bark = @mr’; (to) bite = &ig°
i. It rains during the month of Aippasi. Aippasi = gluél; rain = wemp; (to) rain = G’
j- The wind blows during the month of Aadi. Aadi = &lq; wind = &mom; (to) blow = ol
k. It does not rain during the month of Maasi. Maasi = rd



