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Acquisition Information

Acquired by:  Material from CA-NAP-539, the Davis site, was excavated by the UC Davis Field School under the direction of Charles Slaymaker.



Date of Acquisition:  Summer, 1980



Location:  CA-NAP-539 is an open midden site located on private lands alongside an unnamed tributary of Eticuerra Creek, near Lake Berryessa, in Napa County, California.  



Means of Acquisition:  Approximately 21 cubic meters were excavated by the UC Davis Field School.  Material was recovered from nine 1 x 1 meter units and one 2 x 2 meter unit, all of which were excavated in arbitrary, 10 centimeter levels and screened through 1/8" mesh. Depth of units ranged from 30 to 170 centimeters.  



Overview of Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects:  Field notes indicate that a cremation was encountered in Unit 3 at a depth of 10 centimeters; however, osteological examination of the skeletal material recovered from this provenience revealed that it is Artiodactyl sp., not human.  However, two pieces of disassociated human bone were recovered from other proveniences and are curated at the UC Davis Department of Anthropology Museum.



Documentation:  Field notes and photographs (Slaymaker 1980) document the 1980 excavation by the UC Davis Field School.  A catalog was compiled while in the field and was completed in 1982.
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Disassociated Human Remains



The following table lists all human remains from CA-NAP-539; Although these remains were discovered as isolated elements, it is possible that they represent a single individual.



Catalog Number�

Description�

Provenience��265-1150�Infant Innominate�Unit 3 at 110-120 cm��265-1172�Infant Tibia�Unit 3 at 120-123 cm��

Antiquity: This site is characterized as a predominantly Late Period, Phase 1, occupation site, with the earliest occupation beginning at approximately 1000 BC (Hartzell 1983:1). The majority of the site however, appears to date from between AD 700 -1000, based on shell bead types (Hartzell 1984a:2).



Affiliation: These remains are unaffiliated.



Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The antiquity of the majority of this site, which is within the ethnographic territory of the Patwin, is between AD 700-1000 (Hartzell 1984a:2), although it may have been occupied as early as 1000 BC (Hartzell 1983:1).



Linguistic evidence indicates that the Patwin moved southward from the vicinity of the California-Oregon border into the Sacramento Valley (Bettinger 1995:6) around AD 0, and Central Valley ethnographic boundaries were probably established by the Phase 2 of the Late Period (or approximately 1500 AD), after which time only minor population changes occurred (Beardsley 1971:177, Moratto 1984:216, Heizer 1936: 88-89, Elsasser 1978:57, King 1978:58). Sites in this area older than AD 0 were occupied by other groups, possibly including the Pomo, Washo and Yana, who lost ground as a result of the Patwin intrusion (Bettinger 1995:4-5).



Because ethnographic boundaries were not established until approximately 1500 AD, these remains could be affiliated with any of the several groups in the vicinity, such as the Patwin, Miwok or the Wappo. And, since this site may pre-date the Patwin intrusion into the area, there is also the possibility that these remains may be affiliated with unidentified Hokan speaking groups who once occupied the region. Consequently, these remains cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe.
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