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CONSTRUCTION OF SMALL VESSELS,

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSD OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 20, 1822.

=

Mr. McLaxe, {rom the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the resolution of the House of Repre-
sentatives of the 4th instant, instructing them to inquire into the expediency of modifying the act entitled * An
act for the gradual increase of the navy of the United States.” so as to require a part of the annual appropriation
to.be expended in the construction of vessels of an inferior force to those now authdrized by said law to be built,

reported: | * | .

‘That, by the act above referred to, passed the 29th April, 1816, the sum' of ane ntillion of dollars per annum was
appropriated for the gradual increase of the navy of the United States; and the President of the United States was
authorized to cause to be built nine ships to rate mot léss than seventy-four guns each, and twelve ships to rate not
less than forty-tour guns each, including one seventy-four and three forty-four gun ships.authorized by a previous
law; the President was also authorized to procure steam engines, and all the imperishable materials necessary for
building and equipping three steam batteries; and, by the fourth section of the act, it was provided that the moneys
appropriated by this act shall not be transferred to any other object of expenditure. By the act of 3d March, 1821,
instead ot the appropriation confained in the original act, .the sum of five hundred thousand .dollars per annum far
six years was appropriated, to carry Into effect the purposes of the said act: and that the whole of this sum will be
required to complete the objects contemplated by these acts. ‘ r -

That, pursuant to the instructions and objects of these laws, there has beeh built and eqguipped one ship of the
ling, viz: the Columbns; and that there have been built ‘and  launched ghree ships of the line, viz: the Ohio, the
North Carolina, and the Delaware; and one frigate, at Washington, the,Potomac. Thatthere is now on the stocks,
butlt and ready to launch, one ship of the line at Boston; and that there are now on the stocks, nearly finished, one
ship of the line at Portsmouth, N. H., one frigate at Philadelphia, and one frigate at New York; and that theee is
on the stacks, about half finished, one ship ot the line at Gospart, Virginia; that preparations have for some time
past been mak’ing{ for putting on the stocks one ship of the line at Buston, oné frigate at New York, one frigate at
Portsmouth, N. H., and one frigate’at Washinglons and that the.frames and nearly all the other timber and other
materials have been provided for building one ship of the line at Philadelphia, one frigate at Washinzton, one
trigate at.Boston, and one {rigate at Norfolk; that the live oak frames and nedrly all the other timber, and two steam
engines, have been provided for two steam batteries at New York and one steam battery at VWashington.

'The cotmmittee turther report, that the articles on hand, and those contracted .for, could not be advantageously
applied to the building of vessels of a smaller c¢lass than those for which they were provided and designed. ** ‘The
frames of our ships of the line are all got to moulds; each particular piece has its appropriate place in the frame,”
and the labor of reducing them to a size suitable for smaller vessels would be nearly, it not quite, equal to the
expense of a new frame. 1he copper provided, foo, is generally heavier than is used for sloops of war.

In the opinian of the commuitee, (the frames being cut to moulds, which, being the cheaper and better plan, the
Commissigners of the Navy, with a due regard to the before-recited acts, were authorized to direct,) there would
be great risk of losing them entirely, by their warping out of place, if they are not put together. |

The committee are of opinion, also, that the fund appropriated for the gradual increase ol the navy cannot be
diverted to other objects consistently with good faith or the real interests of the nation. ,

The policy was adopted upon great consideration, and with a view to the defence of our seacoast, and in a-well-
founded conviction that it was wise and prudent gradually to increase our naval force in time of peace, and to reader
1t eflictent in the exigencies to which the country must be always more or less exposed. It is believed that the best
defence for this country, and that on which it must ‘principally rely, not only for the protection of our commerce.
but to prevent the actual mzvasion of the sojl, is the naval force. The act for the gradual increase of the navy was
founded on this presumption, and designed by gradual means, in a manner least nppxjessivé to the country, 10 lay
the foundation of an efficient naval power, aud to prepare, in time of peace, that description of force which could
not be eastly raised up in time of wat, but which would be indispensable in such a crisis. It requires mnuch time
and great care to prepare the materials and construct the vessels of that class provided for in the acts, and the
experience of the late war had fully demonstrated the necessity of such a force, by teaching us the facility with
which the enemy could blockade a large portion of our, coast with a single ship of thé lime. _

The committee are of opinion that 1t would be unwise to change this system, foundéd upon so many important
considerations, without some urgent necessity; and, in their opinion, none -such exists. On the contrary, there
seems to be even stronger reasons for adhering to the policy and cherishing the growth ofonr naval power, new that
foreign nations are modelling their naval architecture after our improvements, and at a moment when our fureign
relations are about to be extended upon a scale which should at least admonish us against any diminution of, or an
indifference to, the means of national defence. | ,

"The committee are aware of the importance of sloops of war as a class of naval force indispensabie both in time
of peace and war; but they are a class which may be provided in a shorter time, and with considerable advantage
even after the exigency has arisens and though they would be useful in time of peace for many services, and
especially for the discipline of our oflicers, and the more effectual suppression of the piratical marauders upon our
commerce, the committee believe it would be unwise to break in upon the fund for the gradual increase of the navy,
even for such objects; and they therefore recommend the adoption of the following resolution: o |

Resolved, 'That 1t 1s inexpedient to modify the act entitled *°.An act for’the gradual increase of the navy of the
‘United States,” so as to require a part of the annual appropriation to be expended in the construction of vessels of

an jnferior force to those now authorized by the said.law to be built.

17th Congre s} ~ No.-212. . | | [2d SEssION.

CONDITION OF.THE NAVY, AND ITS OPERATIONS.

COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, DECEMBER 3, 1822,

SIR: Navy DerartyesT, November 30, 1822,

In compliance with your request, I have the honor to transmit to yvou herewith sundry papers, numbered 1 to

5, inclusively, which contain the information desired. '
No. 1. List of piratical vessels, &c. captured by vessels of the navy of the United States.

1
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No. 2. List of vessels of the navy of theUiiited_ States, in actual service.
No. 3. List of vessels of the navy of the United States, in ordinary.

No. 4. List of vessels built and building, under the act for the ¢* gradual increase of the navy;” and, also, a
general view of improvements at the several building yards. |

No. 5. Copies of correspondence between the commanders of our cruising vessels and the Spanish authorities..
* All which is respectfully .submitted. o ~
. - SMITH THOMPSON.

»
LY

The PrESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

No. 1.

-

Statement of captures of piratical vessels and boats made by vessels of the United States’ navy in the West Indies.

Four piratical schooners, of about forty tons each, and one sloop of twenty-five tons, in all carrying about one
hundred men, ca[fatured by Lieutenant Commandant L. Kearney, in the United States’ brig Enterprise, at Cape
Antonio, isldnd of Cuba, October 16th, 1821, in the act of robbing the American ship Lucies, American brig Aris-
tides, and English brig-Larch; burnt two of the piratical schooners; the other two, and the sloop, were sent into
Charleston, South Carolina, and condemned.

N Sfcllligoner Moscow, captured by Captain Rebert Henley, in the sloop of war Hornet, Octoher'29th, 1821, sent into
Norfolk.

A boat laden with goods, captured by Lieutenant.Commandant Ramage, off Cape Antonfu,-November 8th, 18213
took out the goods and destroyed the boats crew escaped. - '

A schooner of about thirty-five tons, captured by Lieutenant Commandant Kearney, 21st December, 18213 crew,
about twenty-five, escaped. -

Six piratical vessels captured by Lieutenant Commandant Ramage, January 7th, 18223 burnt five of them, manned
one, took three prisoners, and destroyed their depot, &c., on the coast of Cuba. *

A large barge taken by gun vessel Revenge, 7th March, 1822; she was deserted by her crew, gnd'evidently fitted

for piratical purposes. .. ' _ ~
_'Three piratical launches and four barges, captured by Lieutenant Commandant Kearney, in the United States’
brig Enterprise, at Cape Antonio, on the 8th March, 1822; destroyed. ; .

“Two piratical schooners captured by Lieutenants Commandants Perry and-Gregory, in June, 1822; three pirates
prisoners. ) -

Spanish privateer Palmlylrra, alias Pancheta, captured by Lieutenant Commandant Gregory, August 16th, 1822;
sent into Charleston, South Carolina. d

. Five piratical vessels captured by Captain S. Cassin, commanding United States’ ship Peacock, on the 28th and

30th September, 1822; burnt two; found eighty-nine bags coffee concealed in the woods by the pirates: two of the
vessels sent to New Orleans. ~ .. -

A Dutch sloop was recaptured from pirates b}r‘Capiain John H. Elfon, commanding Uhited States’ hrig Spark,
in January, 1822, and the prize crew, seven men, were sent into Charleston, South Carolina. ’

2 f
Portuguese hip Mariano Faliero, captured by Lieutenant Commandant R. F. Stockton, in the United States”
schooner Alligator, sent into Boston. ~ S ., ‘

]

No. 2.
List of vessels of the United States’ navy, now in service.

In the Pacific Ocean.

Ship Franklin, . - = -~ - - - - - . T4guns.
Schooner Dolphin, - . - - - b - BEIES
| 'In the Mediterranean. .

Erigate Constitution, - - - - - - 44 guns.
Sloop of war Ontario, - - - L. - - - - 18 . ¢¢
Schooner Nonesuch, - - - - e - ' - 12« ¢

o | On the coust of JAfrica. ,
Corvétte Cyane, - . - - - - S - 24 guns.

In the West Indzes.

*  Frigate Congress, - - - - - - - 36 guns.
Corvette John Adams,‘ - - - - - - 24 ¢
Sloop of war Peacock, - - - - - - - 18 ¢
Brig Spark, - ;- - - - - - 12 ¢
Schooner Alligator, — - - - - - 12 ¢

““  Grampus, - - - ~ - - 12 ¢
¢  Shark, - - - - - - - 12 ¢
“  Porpoise,* V- - - - - - ) DI
Gunboat No. 158, - - - - - - - 1 ¥

Sloop of war Hornet, eighteen guns, preparing for a cruise in the We__st‘Indies, at Norfolk, Virginia.
Brig Enterprise repairing at New York, for a cruise in the West Indies.

{

No. 3.

-

List of vessels of the United States’navy in ordinary, exclusive of ships on the list of the Navy Commissioners;

, - . exelusive of list No. 4.

". Ship Independence, - - - - - - 74 guns.
Ship Washington, - - - - - - - 74~ ¢
Erigate United States, - - - - - - 44 ¢

*  (Fuerriere, - - - - - ~ 44 ¢
¢ > Java, - - - - - - 44
*¢  Constellation, - - - - - - 36 ¢
*“ Macedonian, - - - - - - - 36 ¢
Steam EFrigate Fulton, - - - - - - - 30 *¢
Sloop of war Erie, - - - - . - 18 . **

* A
” ) -
* And on survey coast Florida. . .

M
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No._ 4,

Vessels built and butlding under the law for the gradual increase of the navys; with a general view of improvements
compleled at the several building yards. - : r f

\

Columbus, seventy-four, launched in ordinary at Boston, with a roof over her to protect her from the rain, sun, &c.
Ohio, seventy-four,Jaunched in ordinary at New York, with a roof over her-to protect her from the rain, sun, &e.-
North Carolina, seventy-four, and Delaware, seventy-four, launched in ordinary at Norfolk, and now covering with
roofs to protect them. . | | - . . S
One seventy-four at Boston, nearly finished; house over her, and perfectly protected.
One seventy-four at Boston, frame raiseds; under a house, perfectly protected. = . o ~
. One seventy-four at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, nearly finisheds uhder a house, perfectly protected. ¢ .
One seventy-four at Norfolk, Virginia, about half finished; house over her, perfectly protected. ~
y One seventy-four at Philadelphia, kee] laid, frame nearly.out, house. now building over, and probably raised by
1s time. . - * ‘ * L |
Potomac, forty-four, launched and hauled up on the inclined plane at Washingtony where she now lies, under a
house, perfectly protected from the sun, rain, &c. “ SN '
= QOne forty-four at Washington, about half finished. ' s
One forty-four at Philadelphia, nearly finished, house over her, perfectly profected.
One forty-four at New York, frame getting out, and nearly. ready to raise. L S
One forty-four at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, in forwardness; house over her, perfectly protected.
The frames of the other frigates authorized to be built, excepting a few. pieces yet to be delivéred by the con-
tractors, and nearly all the other materials excepting the iron,are procured and placed in situations where they will
probably not sustain any immediate material injury.. -+ | ‘o . .
‘T'wo steam battery frames are securely deposited under cover at Washington navy yard, .
One steam battery frame is securely deposited under cover at New York. - ‘
‘I'wo steam-engines are put up, and in a state of preservation at New York. , N
The building yards are in as good a state as the means placed at the disposal of the Department waould allow; but
to erect the necessary warehouses, repair wharves, cover some of the vessels now building, and to erect suitable
sheds over the timber, for its preservation, there will be required for the year 1823 the sum of $150,000. " - |

} *

"ﬂ

LY

General view of improvements completed-at the several Quﬂ;lz‘ng yardsin 182l and 1822, - .
At Norfolk, timber dock filled up, and house built over new ship of the'line. ™

At Washington, inclined plane, with a house over it, large warehouse. sail loft, and riggiﬁg loft. n
" Jl&_t Philadelphia, foundation of a new ship laid, house built over a.frigate, and house ,now raising: over a ship.of
e¢line, ~ ' .. ‘ ‘ I A -
At New York, foundation of a new.ship-laid, house built over a frigate; low ground filled up to an extent to

¥

afford sufficient room to.work on. _ o o _
At Boston, foundation of a new ship laid; a house built over a ship of the lines a blacksmith’s shop erected; the
timber dock piled and impraved; cover placed over the frame of a farty-four; about two acres of ground lefell,ed. ’

At Portsmouth, New Hampshire, foundation'of a new-frigate laid, and a house erected over it.'

. | ! ) | hNﬂ. 5: T 1 J )
Copies and extracts of letters and reports, exhibiting a general view,of the ca}respomfencé between the ca}}zmandgrs
' of our cruising vessels in the West Indies and the Spanish authorities. *

-

“.'

1

SIR: : ~ U. S. Frieate MAceEponian, Havana, .Mayrﬁ, 1822.

I have the honor to inform you that I atrived-hére on the 28th ultimo; my passage was somewhat profracted
by chasing, out of my course, suspicious looking vessels among the islands, and by having two days ‘under convoy
an American schooner, that requested me to see her safe past Cape Antonto. * On my arrival, I'saluted the Captain
. General and the Admiral, receiving from each, in' return, gun for gun, agreeably to previous arrangement. On the
29th I had an interview with the Captain General relative to the business with which I am charged by Mr. Adams
the Secretary of State. On the 30th I addressed a4 communication to him upon the subject of'landing our boats an
men upon the coast of Cuba when in pursuif of pirates. I enclose a copy'of my communication, as also of the Cap-
tain General’s answer; and you will perceive he declies acceding to the Ero osition I made to him. I think it
‘preferable to pursue one object at.a time with the Government here, and I shhll therefore drop, this subject for the
present, renewing it when iy correspondence in regard to the Klorida dotuments is terminated, He certainly
ought, and perhaps will consent to ‘our landing upon those parts of the coast that are uninhabited, and where, though
within his jurisdiction, he is utterly incapable of exercising any authority. There are many such. places on 'the
coasts of this island., . ' A - e o o a

‘The measures adopted by the Captain General, and to which he refers in his letter to me, consist simply of a
roclamation, In March last. establishing certain regulations with reéspect to the clearances of ceasting vessels,
aunches, and other boats, These regulations, I understand, are not strictly enforced, and, even if they wera, they

are altogether msufticient for the suppression of piracy-along the extensive coast of Cuba.” As this proclamation has
peen pu%hshed in the American newspapers, I do not think it necessary to send you'a copy. . .
I regret to state that I have not met any of our cruisers either at this port or off ‘Cape Antonio; nor. have I
been able to gain any information as to where they probably now are. It is some time since any of them were here.

The British frigate ‘[ribune is here, from Rorto Bello, and is about to sail for England with specie.
- - ; 1 - I have the honorto be, &c. *
N . . *  JAMES BIDDLE.

o

Hon. Syare THoMPSOR, Secrelary of the Navy. . -

-

= | Captain Biddle to Goverrior Mahy. 1
SiR:. - o - U. S. Fricate Maceponian, Havana, April 30, 1822.

~«I'have the honor to represent, that the commercial relations between the United States.and Cuba are already
very considerable, and that they would unquestionably be-more considerable if rendered more secure from unlawful .
depredations. As these relations, too, are mutually beneficial, it is important to both parties that they should be
effectually protected. For this object, the Government of the United States, on its part, has employed an adequate
naval force, which is placed under my directign and control. But as the depredations have been committed chiefly
In open boats, immediately upon the coast and off the harbors, it is important that we should have your excellency’s
co-operation. I haye therefore the honor td propose that your excellency should so far co-opérate with me as to
sanction the landing, upon the coast of Cuba, of our boats and men, when in pursuit of pirates. This measure would
be promotive of our common benefit, is indispensable to the entire suppression of piracy, and is not intended in any
manner to mfringe upon the territorial rights of your excellency. It will operate against those only whose atrocious
crimes render them obnoxious to every regular Government, and should place them without the protection of all law.
I have the honor to be, with great consideration and respect, S |
. * Your éxcellency’s most obedient and.very humble seryant,
_ ‘ " S - ‘ .. JAMES BIDDLE.
His Excellency ]?[%% Nicuoras Many, ?aptain General and Governor of Cuba, Havana.
n ) . .

L

% -

{
¥ ]
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. \ [ TRANSLATION. ]

Governor. Mahy to. Captaih Biddle. o CR 1 ,
. T _ - - 'Havana, May 2, 1822,

[ am ted sensible of the importance of the .commercial relations which exist, and may continue, between the
ports of this island and those of the United States, which I am desirous of cultivatirig, not to have adopted measures
to put a stop to depredations which might obsfruct them along the extensive coasts of this island under my
jurisdiction. .I repeat, that such measures have heen adopted, and have beert made public, and, with' the zealous
co-opetation with which you inform me you are charged, we shall doubtless effect-shortly a hagp,v extermination of
those enemies who, under all colors, have laid waste and committed robberies, both upon the-high seas and every °
coast, withput respecting any flag. < - . ¢ a

~ With respect to the permission you solicit for Janding upon this coast with troops and people in boats, for the
purpose of pursuing those pirates, I canmot and must not consent to it. - I repeat, that the necessary measures have
been adopted to defend my territorial jurisdiction, and for the apprehension of every description of outlaws. -

All which 1 communicate in answer to your official letter of yesterday. :

e God preserve you many years. ' o
, ~ S NICHOLAS MAHY,
¥ R N Capiairn General of the Island of Cuba.
JAMEs BippLE, Esq., commanding U. §. ship Macedonian. - S . L =

»
- L]

Ty,

Ezxtract from a report of Lieutenant Francis H. Gfegari;, commander of U. S. schooner Grampus,. to Cuaplain

-

James Biddle, commanding the U. S. naval forces in'the West Indies, relating to the capture of the Pancheta,

dated , - .t ~ .
u .+ .+ U.S. ScaooNEr Grampus, ST, TroMAS, August 24, 1822,

I have the honor to acquaint you, forthe information of the honorable Secretary of the Navy, that I arrived at
St. Bartholomew on the 2d of August, and sailed again on the 7th, with convoy for St. Thomas. On the morning
of the 9th, fell in with twao Spanish cruisers off Tortola, who demanded. permission, and claimed a right, to board the
convoy, which being peremptarily refused, they hauled off. The. same daé I arrived at St. Thomas, and received
from (aptain John Soutlier, 'of the schooner Coquette, of Georgetown, D. C." the enclosed deposition, having been
plundered by those vessels. On the 14th I left St. Thomas with two valuable vessels bound to Curacoa, and on the
evening of the 15th saw an hérmaphrodite brig hovering upon our weather quarter, apparently a.cruiser; continued
my course without regarding her; at daylight made her alicad, and gave chase; at half-past nine, having gained
considerably upon her, she hoisted English colors, changed them to Spanish at ten ahd fired a gun to windward,
and at half-past ten hove to'and set a white flag at the fore. .On nearing her 1 perceived her to be the pirate that
had fired upon and plundered- the Coyuette, and therefore considered it my duty to arrest her. At twenty minutes

. past eleven the Grampus was laid under her lee, within pistol shot, and her surrender demanded as a pirate, which
she affected not to understand, and answered me to that import. "While repeating the demand, he poured into us a
full volley from his small arms and cannon, which was instantly returned, and continued: three minutes and a half,
whén he struck his colors, a complete wreck, havin% one man killed and six wounded, and in a sinking condition.
‘The boats were despatched instantly-to their rélief, and it was ‘only owing to the great éxertions of” Lieutenant
“Voorhies that shie was prevented from going down, having received three shot between wind and water, one of which
injured the pumgs. The Grampus received some trifling injury in her sails and rigging, but not a: man hurt, -

The captured-vessel proved to be the notorious privateer Palmyra, formerly ’Eﬁai Pancheta, from Porto Rico;
carries one long1 brass 18 and erﬁl}t, 18 pound carronades, and a crew of eighty:e¢ight men. They acknowledged the
robbery of the Coquette, and the only excuse given by the officer, id, that they-could not prevent those things
happening now and then. Several-of the plundered articles were found on board. . i

p - - T ;r ™ ¥ . / ¢, ! -

A
.

s ,, o 3 St. Tuomas, August 10, 1822,

Personally g_p{;aeared before us, Captain John Souther, commander and in part owner of the schooner Coquette,

. of Georgetawn, . C., who, being duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, deposeth and saith: That
he is a native born citizen of the United States of America; and thaf, while on a voyage.in said vessél to the West
India islands, arid ‘on his passage from St. Bartholomew to St. Thomas, on thé morning of the 9th of August, 1822,
at 5 A. M. or thereabouts, he was fired at by a sail in chase, upon.which the deponent sdith he immediately hove to,
‘Was boarded by au ofiicer and boat’s crew under Venezuelan colors; they immediately demanded his papers; after
examining them‘they commenced gearching the vessel, then went into my-cabin and searched the berths; chesfs, &c.
They took from the vessel stock, and clotliing from the officers and men. The deponent further says, she was an
hermaphrodite brig with a red streak, and one long gun midships, and several others, not knowing the exact number.

* r : , | . JOHN SOUTHER..
Attest: {.T. ROHDE, Capt. R. Navy and harbor master. - o . o ; ‘
T UFRANCIS H. GREGORY, Zieut. Com.. U, S. Navy. ., ' ‘o
“The foregoing deposition of Captain John Souther baving béen read béefore John Peabody, Jun., mate of the schooner
Coquette, Jobn Reynolds and Henry Sterling; seamen, and they, being duly sworn, declare the same to bg true.
‘ | | . JOHN PEABODY, Ju~x.

L B " JOHN REYNOLDS, "
5. ROHDE, Capt. B. Nuve and harbor . ... HENRY STERLING.

R y Capt. K. Navy and harbor master. L
Attest: {FRANCIS,,H;GEEGORY, Lieut. Com. U. 8. Navy... .. L L

Extract of a letter-from Lieutenunt Caﬁzmandanff‘mnm’s H. Gregory o the Secretary of the ‘Navy. ‘

. * . f . . a : r
. I have the honor to inform you that this'vessel, accompanied by the Palmyra, alias Pancheta, was safely anchored
.1n this port on the 12th, after a passage of fifteen days from St. Thomas., The Palmyra was captured on the 16th of
August, to the squthward of St. Croix, by the Gtampus, after a short action, in which she was principal sufferer, as
detailed in my reports to Captain James Biddle; commander of the United States® naval forces criising.in the West

y

Indies, copies of which-have, for your information, already been forwarded to the Department. |
It was my wish and intention to have entered a more northern port, but light and adverse winds, and the great
number of prisoners or board, obliged me to make the nearest port, and that as soon as possible. The prisoners,
- seventy-si< i pumber, have been safely lodged in jail, committed for piracy. At least one-third of them are of the
Sugar Key gang, who have come to Porto Rico for the purpose of covering their villany with Spanish commissions.
All the original documents respecting this vessel haye been .placed in the hands of the United States’ district
attorney, and the vessel libelled. Several of her own crew have turned informants; and I expect a great scene of
: vxllar}y will be exposed. . } | C i ,
+ . Itrequently saw gentlemen from Porto Rico while at St. Thomas,and was informed that several small privateers
were fitted out there, which, if not looked after in time, will. certainly commit some very serious depredations upon
our commerce, as they are in réality nothing but pirates; most of their crews being from the establishments of Cuba,

and to their thirst for plunder add a deadly desire of revenge whengver they fall in with a defenceless American.
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Latraet of a letter from Licutenant James Ramag:e, commander of the United Slates® schooner Porpoise, to the
* Secretary of the Navy, dated. > - h .
* S St. Tuaonmas, July 9, 1822.

Having sailed_from St. Bartholomesw on the evening of the 6th instant, I fell in, the next morning, with two
- brigs of war, bearing the Mexican flag. I run dowh, with our colors flying, between them, and, when opposite to
each, received:a gun from the one to windward, which was instantly refurned from this vessel. Shortly after, [
received a similar salute from that to leeward, which was Emfnptly replied to. = Both vessels, on firing, hauled down
the Mexicau and hoisted the Spanish national colors. I then ranged alongside the brig to'leeward, observing her
crew 1n a state of extreme confusion; they opened an irregular and ill-directed fire of grape and musketry, but
without any effect. I was in tlie act of giving orders to return our broadside, whenhostilities céaseu, and I directed
Lieutenant Curtis to board the brig and examine her papers. They proved to be His, Catholic Majesty’s brigs
Palinyra, of fourteen guns and one hundred and thirty men, and G. Boves, of eight guns and one hundred men, both
from Cadiz. The enclosed is a literal copy of a letter addressed me by the senior commanding officer. .

I now hasten tp communicate the iptelligence received by me st this. place, which' I believe fo be entirely
- authentie, that-several Spanish privateers, of considerable force, have latély been equipped from the island of Porto
Rico, for the purpose of capturing all vessels sailing to ar from, the ports on the coast of Spanish America, in pos- °
sessjon of the Patriot forces, under the plea that they are violating a system of blockade established by the Govern-
ment of Spam. These privateers have already made’ several captures of .American and other vessels which have
been carried to remote ports in the island "of Porto Rico, and will doubtless be condemned. The injury that will
resnlt to the commerce of our country, from this system of pretended blockade, will be very seriouns, 1f not timely

checked by an adequate force in this quarter; and, as I have no means of commumicating from hence with Captain
Biddle, I consider 1t my duty to lay the present information before yow. - -~ - - v . .

- o AR 8. N. B.G. Boves, 4¢ Sea, July 8, 1822, -
M. Ramace, U. 8. Se. Porpoise. S S Lo S
Sir: I am sorry you will be incomoded with me by firiying you ‘thismorning, being the case that we thought you
weve Patriots, and we have comission frém our Government to blockade all the men ports, and happened that must
all the vessels from the men hoisted and fight with the American flag, we took you to be one of them. -

I hope, therefore, you will forgived the uncasionally affair, _ .
< ~ I remamn your sincear, &c. -

¥

- PABLO-LLUAGER,

' ~ ’ » |
. ' , ' AR T
-T'o the Capraix of the U. S. Sc. Porpoise. ‘ i o ‘ *
- . ’ ) L e ——— . Fl | ) . | :
s , UriTep STATES’ ScHooNEr Porpoise, CuRacos, July 22, 1822.
: A . L

Sir: I had the honor to-address you on the 9th.instant, from the island of St. ‘Thomas, communicating the inju-
ries committed on our commercé by Spanish vessels of war near to Porto Rico, in consequence of their pretended
blockade of the coasts of Spanish America, I have now. to inform you that the same causes have produced the saine
effects in this quarter, and that four American vessels have been condemned at Porto Cabello for a bréach of block-
ade. The naval force of Spain, in these seas, consists.of an old forty-four zun frigate, (vne of the'Russian contract,)
a brig- and schooner, These are employed in furnishing supplies to Porto Cabello from this island,.and yet with
- such a force, and so employed, they uphold the monstrous principle of blockading a coast of more than twelve hun-
dred ‘miles in extent. ' 1t does not appear that any injury has been committed on our commerce by the vessels of
the Colombian Republic. ‘ , L - ‘

| S - . I have the honor. to be, &ec. . L B
SR | - - S ' JAMES RAMAGE.
Hon. Surer Tronpsox, Secrefary of the Navy.: g t '

; 4 :

-

A

i ‘ }

Ezxtract of aletter from Lieitenant James Ramage,_‘ commander of the Uniief{ States® Schoaner Porpoise, to Cap-
tain James biddle, commanding ‘the naval forces in the West Indies. ' -

- .Under the plea of a breach of blockade, the Spanish squadron in this direction capture all vessels bound to or
from portsin possession of the Colombiant Republic. The naval force of Spain now here consists of an 6ld forty-four
gun frigate, the Ligera, (one of the Russian contract,)an eighteen gun brig, the Hercule, and a schooners the whole
of which are employed supplying Porto Cabello with provisions from Curacoa;.yet, with such a force, and so em-
plt‘):yed, they uphold the monstrous principle of blockading a line of coast of ‘more than twelve hundred miles in
extent. L ‘ | S ~ *

| , . ‘ . r - | v * ;
Copy of a lelter to Captain Laborde, commanding His Catholic’ Majesty’s fricate Ligera.

.

i

| o ; . ..~ Un1reEp STATES’ ScHooNER PORPOISE, o
SIR: Lo -= . Harsor oF St, ANx Curacoa, July 21, 1822.

=,

_ I have received from the master of the American schooner Antelope a communication of which a copy is
herewith transmifted you. From this.statement it appears that a very serious injury has been done by you to the
rights and property of citizens of -the United States 'by the capture and subsequent condemnation of an Anierican
vessel and cargo pursuing a lawful commerce; but it is hoped that more just reasons will be exhibited on your part
for the course pursued than those sfated in the communication referved to. , S S

I have received information that the American vesséls, named underneath, have been carried into Porto Cabello,
and there condemned under the pretext of a breach of blockade of the coast and harbors-of- the Spanish Main. In
consequence thereof it becomes my duty to demand from you the release of all vessels and property so seized, and
further to state that the United States cannot recoguise. such a system of -blockade to the manifest injury of their
commerce where the force of Spain is so evidently inadequate-to its fulfilment. : S -

| * * S ¢ -Lam, &e. &c.r - T
- * S o, JAMES RAMAGE,
To Capt. LiaBorDE, - ~. o~ - PR
Comd’g H. C. M. Frigate Ligeray Curagoa:  ,, *. )

¢ éAlmerican brig Calypso, of New York, American brig Rising States, of New York, American schooner Unjon,
of Salem.. | - - N SR * S C
nil ’ . & - _—

!
P \ 5 I
" * oy

Statement{ of ﬂrthu';' Edgarton, male of the brig General Andrew Jackson.

Arthur Edgarton, mate of the brig General Andrew Jackson, taken by the privateer General Pereira, on the 22d
July, as nigh as he can remember, the log book. being taken from him—Captain Langdon and the cook were sent in.
the brig to Ponce, and the mate and men were taken on board ‘the privateer, having been robbed of every article of
clothing, except what they had at the time on-their backs. The men had recently left the United States, and had
each a new sutt of good clothes; many of which can, at most hours, be seen at this place worn by the crew of the pri-

[ ] | ‘
» - .] & r - ' %
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a

vateer in public. Except being robbed of clothing, knives, razors, &c., were well treated on board the privateer,

i

where‘they remained abbut seventeen days; were then put into the Puntiila (prison) without food, until the after-

noor of the third day. "The keeper of the prison, observing the wants of these men, sent word to the captain of the
privateer *“that he must furnish them daily with food, or he would be punisheds” which was complied with.

™y

¥ . — \
- | b 4 - % ' - '
4

_ : ) J ; 4 o N * , N ’ | . - " | ,
Capfain Spence lo the Secrefary.of the Navyy transmitting correspondence with the Governor of Porto Rico,
- - ;L .o b marked A to G, inclusive.” .- ‘ r C
Sz - '-,. -7 U. 8.8 Cyang, St. Joun’s, Porzo Rico, Sepfember 3, 1822,

. -After'a passage of twenty-five days {rom

rom the Chesapeake, duribg which we experienced an alternation of calms
and head winds, I anchored in this harbor. I found no small excitement existing, protduced by the capture of the
Pancheta. ‘The presence of ‘a’ship of our force was perhaps seasonable; and possibly may’have been the means of
preventing unpleasant consequences to the Americans here. Before I could enter upon the business specially dele-
sated, I was informed of the imprisonmeént of several citizens of .the United States, taken from the brig General
ackson, captured and sent.into Ponce. As no Americau ought to be restrained of his liberty, in any quartet of the
world, one hour, without just causg, I addressed his, Excellency Don Francisco Gonzales de Linares, demanding
their release, My letter, marked A,is heréwith transmitted. ' The men being liberated I felt myself at liberty to
enter upun the execution of wmy instructions, and immediately addressed "him upon the subject of the capture of
American vessels by privateers out of the island of Porto’ Rico. A copy'of my letter, marked B, is herewith
enclosed. . On the 27th ultimo I addressed to his excellency letter C, annexing memorandum No. 1, being a list of
vessels sent into the different ports of theisland for adjudication. On the 28th I received from his excellency a
reply to my representations which is herewith transmitted, with other subsequent comimunications from him. I
then addressed to him letter D, with copies of the accompanying documents, Nos. 2, 3, 4, . . |

"Some of the ¢ircumstances of the capture of the Pancheta being known, for the purpose of preventing the ill

. effects of distorted and prejudiced representations, and to allay the sensations of which his excellency speaks, I

addressed to him, on .that' subject, letter marked E. Recelving several reiterative communications, of which I
obtained but very mmperfect fransiations, I réplied with letter marked F, and came to the consummation of the duty
confided to me,in letter G; and I trusty in-the declarations there made, I have neither gone beyond the letter'nor spirit
of my instructions, having been influenced, throughout the whole correspondence, by a strong desire to discharge a

.delicate trust with becoming graciousmess; angd, while making known the sentimerits of the American people, and

the determination of my Government, to conciliafe, by a friendly style and. manner, the good feelings of those in

. authority, all of whom are men of high standing, and justly estimable. - I hope my remarks on the laws of blockade

will be considered by.yourself and the President pertinent and proper. I believe I tonceived your views on’that
subject. It cannot, however, be expected that an officer who embarked at the age of eleven on an element where
the accomplishments of a scholar are nof required, should shine in a correspondence of a diplomatic cast; especially
when {depending wholly-on his own feeble capacity. 'What I have written on this occasion- has been with a heart
glowing with* American feelings, with an enthusiastic adwiration.of our laws, instititions, and great men; if, there-
fore, a little egotism shonld occasionally appear, I plead this in extenuation. . ~ o

The hospitality of the port has been freely and {fully extended to ny ship, and the personal attentions of  those in

authority have been gratifying to me and my officers. To.a system of privateering theyare opposed; and the Gov-
ernor will do all in lus.power to discourage its continuance. Indemnification for the past, I fear, we shall have to
look for to the treasury of Spain. . I A - .- o R

. J shall be active in attending to ‘everything in which the interest of our commerce is concerned; and: shall
endeavor to sustain the Ainerican character by a manner gentle, yet firm; taking on myself no responsibility ; keep-
ing constantly in eye thé reciprocal rights of.nations, and your instructions. - ° Co o |
L. ’ I have the honor to remain, sir,. your obedjent servant; . - |
) * ‘ | | ) ROBERT TRAIL SPENCE.

The Hon. Symita Tuomesown, Sécretary of the Navy, Washington.

-

P. S. I shall leave thése seas. the last of October for Aftica. - .. :, 1
\ 1 ‘ - : Lo ¥ .' A' N . Ty | -
» r - ' ' o ) ' .
1 , A Unitep States’ Suip-Cyane, StT. Jonn’s, -y .
SIr: 1 - e L. s 47+ Porro Rico, August 26, 1822,

.~ Instructed to proceed to Porto Rico, to communicate with your éxcellency in refation to the infringement of
American rights, by vessels fitted out of different ports.of this island, I had scarcely anchored with this ship, ere 1
learned that'several citizens of the United States (after experiencing the most brutal treatment from a gang of des-
peradoes belonging to an armed schooner now in, and said to be of,* this place) have been imprisaned, and are at
présent in confinement. . "+ ,b R oo ; . - S

These American citizens, I undersiand, were taken from the brig Andrew Jackson, while peaceably pursuing
their vocation on the high seas, under the flag of the United States. . , .
.. So gross a violation of the usages of all civilized nations is calculated to excite universal abhorrence, and the just
indignation I am persuaded your excellency must, feel on being informed of such an'atrocious act renders it only
necessary that it should come to the knowledge of your excellency, to cause the immediate release of said citizens,

and the prompt and salutary punishment of those violators of the laws of nations and humamty.

A + . - With the most perfect consideration, &c.. . N . ..
. S | C S ..., ~ ROBERT T. SPENCE.

. -Jis Excellency- Francrsco Gonzaves pE LiNares, - - - - ‘ o ~

. LT Governor-of Porto Rico. ' *. k

v , . ~ ] » i v ‘ ~

~ * . " %1 2 i . . = L 1
: ry g \ U ’ ' e v, s B.L - . - h . .
. .Y . ...+ Unirep States’ Suip CyANE, ST. JouN’s, o -

SIR: " ' R | ~ .. . .. Porro Rico, August 27, 1822,

I.am directed to call the attention of your'excellency to the capture and detention, by privateers fitted out -
from this.island, of several American merchant vessels, while pursuing a lawful commerce during a time when the
United States enjoy profound peace with all nations. K o

Your excellency.will readily perceive that, under such circumstances,.the violation of American rights here com-
Elained of, calls for a speedy interposition of justice and authority. Justice, that a restitution of these captures may
e made, and authority, to prevent a repetition of stmilar outrages. . ' . | _ _ _ |
" I will, as soon as'possible, transmit ta your excellency the names of the vessels to which this complaint refers,

" with a stateinent of the circumstances attending their capture; confidently believing that your excellency will adopt,

as early as possible, such measures as shall, in your wisdom, be deemed. sufficient to arrest these depredations,

} g

whichy in some cases, can be viewed in no other light than piratical.

- o

‘The flag of the United States, floating in every ocean, guaranties protection to all who lawfully sail under it; the

“ invasion of rights identified with this flag, it would neither be honorable, wise, nor expedient to permit; and that

trade to which, as a neutral, the United States have claim nninterruptedly to pursue, cannot be molested.”
>, 'The American commerce, secondto none for magnitude, enterprise, and fair dealing, must, to insure a continu-
nce of these constituent features, be.preseryed inviolate; and the protection necegsary to effect tlu? object, the

L]
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Government of the United States is determined to afford, whether in the seas of the Mediterranean, Pacific, or
Caribbean, where outrages, tending to degrade the flag under which they are committed, are daily occurring; these,
as far as they shall come under the cognizance of your excellency, 1 am persuaded will be restrained and prevented,
The amicable and friendly footing on which Spain and the United States are at this time, convinces me*that’

. nothing more than a proper representation of these facts is required to call the subject-matter to the immediate
attentton of your excellency. -~ | | _ | T | |
! Kully believing this, I have the honor to rémain, &ec. ’ , -

~ L - - “ ROBERT T. SPENCE.
His Excellency Don Francisco Goyzares pg LiINARES, h. CE -

: ‘Governor of Porto Rico. I o
t | ' : | : x IC- , . ‘ ]
-.' ) | L ' ‘ '
‘ A * UniTep StaTes’ SHIp CvaNE, ST. JoRN’s,

; . - Porto Rico, Jugust 28, 1822. x
MRS o | ‘ " m )
Havirg informed your excellency that I have been instructed to'proceed to this place, to communicate with -
your excellency on the subject of captures, made by privateers fitted out of this island, of American vessels, while
pursuing, mn time of peace, a lawful trade, I now have the honor to transmit a memorandum, embracing the names
of these vessels, and the circumstances attending their seizure. | , ‘ | |
It appears that some of these vessels have been sent in, and, after a grievous det | !
prize; ? subject, however, 1o pay all the costs of suit, and one-third of the expenses of the privateer. -

'T'o one as profound'in all matters of law and equity as’your excellency,this must appear a strange proceeding;
proceeding calling with much emphasis for the interposition of your excellency’s authorjty to remedy evils bearing a
éharqcltler calculated to diminish the high respect. heretofore entertained by the world for the equitable decisions of

anish courts. . ! . : ~. o ~
’ A, pretended violation of blockade, it appears, is the pretext for sending into the ports of this island vessels navi-
gating the sea under the American flag. The whole, therefore, may be resolved .into two descriptions of cases; the
first comprising vessels seized and again released as * bad prizes,’? paying the whole of the costs of trial, and a por-
tion of the expenses of the privateer, _ | ' . o -

The principles of equity applicable to such cases are too simple to require exposition. ‘The innocent are not to pay
the penalty of another’s guilt or imprudence. If an American is interruptéd in her voyage, captured, and vexatiously
detained until a judicial investigation determines her to be a ““dad prize,” it seems to me self-evident* that all costs.
of the suit should be paid by the captors, in whom the wrong is. Add to this that proper, damages should be levied
on the aggressor, that the sufferer may be fairly indemnified, and the ** private¢sman * be restrained in future by
a fear of being, in all similar cases, ¢alled upon t6 make good the injury resulting from-his-wantonness. -Without
such a check, what is there to limit the mischief done by men of this order, who, stedling from their dens and lurk$
:jng plaé:es, pnllélte the ocean with the blood of defenceless sailors, and gorge their cupidity ‘with the spoil$ of plun-

er and ravage - | ! L | ~ X S

The good of every nation, and the honor of some, require that.so foul a system should .be made to cease, that
every navigable sea may be rendered safe to the honest efforts of enterprise. : . |

The second description of  cases to which I wish to call the immedidte attention of your excellency are those
. vessels sent In under a pretext of attempting to enter a blockaded port. The pacific policy uniformly pursued by
the Government of the United States, the just and liberal principles by which it has heen governed through all its
various struggles,to treat all nations as friends, and éspecially to bé on the most friendly footing with Spain, entitle
the cifizens of America to the privilege of navigating the seas without molestation on pretexts so flimsy as those of
violating a * blockade » which has never existed-de facto. : T T
~__ Itis well understood that a blockade, to carry with it the. penalty of forfeiture, must be conformable to the esta-

blished opinions of those distinguished civilians who have fully:and ably expounded this subject. _
" In the first place, it must be practicable; it must be defined within limits commensurate with the ability; a sta-
tionary force must intervene; the vessel entering-must'be warned off; these and other gqualifications are essential to
cqnstitute a blockade, as now understood by the President of the United States and pther great statesmen. If, then,
such 1s the form and nature of a blockade; if the constant presence of a stationary squadron, adequate to the purpose
of intercepting all vessels, is indispensable; how is.it that a whole coast, without any definite lim)t, should be under
the ban of interdiction, withouf any visible force; consequently, without the first reqhisite of a blockade? -

While such pretexts for spoliation exist, and the commerce of the United States is thus devastated, the relations
of love and friendship now existing between the two nations must be shaken, and a stite of things produced siuch as
I am persvaded your excellency will feel desirous to,avert. | ‘ .

I trust I shall be excused these remarks, made to one by whom the principles of **blockade? are fully under-
stood, and whose experience is'such as to render the application of thein in all cases just and proper. T

It will readily occur to the wisdom and justice of your excellency, that injuries sustained by American citizens
from illegal seiztre and detention, carry with them a fair claim to indemmity; and that, where there has been a
manifest partiality in the courts deciding on some of the cases presented for your consideration, the arm of authority
should be extended to remedy, and to require more equitable decisions. In these cases it is ioped and expected that
. {F.u_r excellency will direct a revisal of the proceedings of. subordinate tribunals, that such of the' citizens of the

" United States as have suftered by them may be immediately made whole in their property, and receive dameges for
unjustifiable detention. . . . o T e . r

Your excellency, influenced by high-and honorable motives, will doubtless seé the propriety of ordering all Ame-
rican vessels now detained to be forthwith released, and the punishment of marauders who have tarnished the dig-
nity of the Spahish character by acts of inhuman tredtment ‘to citizens of the United' States; by the most flagrant
outrages; by a prostration of all the usages of civilized society; thereby bringing the commercial world into a state
“truly fo be deplored, tending to armh man against his brother man, and to make safety no where but in strength and
habitual hostility. - . : o ; . | ~ o

Submitting this application to the early attention of: your excellency, and calling upont your excellency immedi-
ately to mnterpose your authority to prevent a continuance of these causes of just, complaint, and confidently believ-
ng }l]at yggr love of justice, order, and humanity, will impel you promptly to meet the wishes of iy Government -
on this subject, ’ : | | D '

! | <, ' - : » r ., . ‘
I remain, with the most perfect consideration, your excellency’s obedient servant, !

, S e . " ROBERT T. SPENCE.
His Excellency Don FraNcisco GonzaLes pe Linages, o - o
' | Governor gf Porto Rico. -+ - . L

1 . ; I F

ention, declared to be a “bad

- ]
L "'t"'l t x
|

List of American vessels Eapfured by Spanish privateers, and sent into the different ports of Porto Rico.

Barque Arrg_eric:in, Emery, master, of Kenﬁebunk. This vessel was sent into Cape Roxo by the Spanish’felucha

La Carmen, tried, and declared a bad prize, but sentenced to pay all costs of the trial,’and one-third of the charges
of the privateer for her detention; and was campelled, in consequence, to sell het cargo at a great sacrifice. -

Brig Sam, of Portland, Crowell, master. This vessel was sent into Cape Roxo by the same privateer, and it is
understood that she is still detained. ’ S

.
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Brig Bliss, of Baltimore, Dungan, master. This vessel was sent info Cape Roxo by the same privateer, and,

" :;.}fl'ter a vegiaiiinus detention, was suffered to proceed, paying all the costs of trial, and one-third of the expenses of

e privateer. o ‘ - AP . L J ' . !
Brig Elizabeth, of Georgetown, West, master. This vessel was sent into Aguadella by the privateer General
Pereira, for trading to a blockaded port. - Vo A . o S
Brig General Jackson, of New York, Langdon, master, captured and sent into Ponce by the schopner General

Pereira, at which place she is now detained, and part of her crew, after very inhuman treatment, imprisoned at this

place. . . | N ' & o
w } ' J

"D.
4
. ~ Unitep STATES’ SHIP CYANE, ST. JoHNS, |
A Porto Rico, August 29, 1892,

Sir: . , ,, , . ,
I have'the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your excellericy’s letter of the 27th instant, (a translation I

have but this nioment been able to obtain,) in which you refer me to a communication made to Mr. Lord, the com-
- mercial agent, in reply fo an application made the day previous to my arrival, for the release of the crew of the brig
Andrew Jackson. ‘Lhe sentiments and expressions of your excellency in relation to this outrage are duly appre-
ciated. I felf persuaded that the harsh and illegal imprisonment of unoffending American citizens could not have
- come to the knowledge of your excellencys and there are other outrages of similar character not yet known, I am
convinced, to the high authorities of Perto Rico. , ‘ S S p
I beg leave to enclose you a copy of aletter from the Government interpréter at Ponce, into which place the brig
Andrew Jackson was taken. -Thisisa reﬁresentation from a Spanish functionary; and your excellency, I doubt
not, will agree with me, that, if the facts there stafed are true, there is no-other. application by which I conld desig-
nate the perpretrators of su;i] inhuman severity save that of *“ desperadoes,” men restrained by noné of the gentTe:
obligations of humanity. . S . o ' ' F
1 1s a fact, notoriously known, that the crew of the “ Andrew Jackson,” illegally and harshly confined at the
time of my writing to you, had been previously robbed of every thing save the ‘clothes they had on at the time of
entering the prison; their jack-knives were even cut from their laniards! If to men who can, thus act, wle can
divest a defenceless * American tar * of every thing, even, to his wea,rin% apparel, I could apply any other distin-
guishing name than that of *° robber,” I confess to your excellency I should have selected a milder epithet. )
A gfance-at_the history of the past displays, in the Spanish character, the principles and high sentiments of which
you speak; the island before us bears full testimony of: their enterprise and greatness. It was to those sentiments
and principles I appealed when I requested your early attention to proceedings calculated to sully that dignity of

which every Spaniard is justly proud. © - . : - )

''The capture of the Pancheta by a'vessel of war of the United States was entirely unknown o me ‘on my arrival
at 5t. John’s; but I can confidently assure your excellency that you have been misjnformed as to some of the circum-
stances attending it. . I have understood-that the privateer Pancheta hasbeen.of consjderable annoyance to our coms-
merce in these seas, and that.:‘,fafling in with the United, States’ schooner Grampus, fired into her. The conse-
quences that would result from such an act may be conceived by your excellency: - ] ‘ S

The 1nstructions given to officers of the American navy are such as to' render it impossible that they can be the
agﬁressc:irs;. and the feelings that have characterized them will always insure, in these unhappy rencontres, humanity .
and tenderness. - : 1 R T o S S :

Vessels have formerly been sent into ports of the United States on.apparent good grounds, such as attempts on
our commerce; but, in all instances in which cause-for condemnation did not appear, heayy damages-were awarded,

.and the sufferérs made more than wholé in their property; retribution is there always at hand. * ¢

In the case of the Pancheta, I beg leave to assure your excellency there must have been great cause for the course
pursued. As to the indignity offered to the flag, your exceliency, I trust, is, misinformed; tor no officer in the navy
dare stand before the tribunal of the American: people, justly chatged with having violated the best constituents
of the American'character—magnanimity and knightly generosity. * *. . R ,

This unfortunate occurrence has grown out of the necessity of sending an armed force to these seas, for the puy-
pose of convoying our véssels, and .of guarding them against the violence that has been committéd .npon them by
privateers Infesting the ocean, for the purposes of plunder. If,in.theexecution of thisduty, rendersd necessary by
the state of things, calamities unavoidably occur, they must, doubtless, be deplored by the lévers of peace and, con-

| |

cord, but cannot be ch ltgeable%o us as voluntary acts. : o : ,_
. It1s an indigputable fact, although not known to your excellency, that the captain and mate’s trunks of the Ame- °

rican brig Sam, captured and taken into Cape Roxo, 'were hroken open while himself and crew were on board the.
privateer, and four hundred and twenty Spanish dollars taken from them; also, one trunk of Madras handkerchiefs
and other merchandise.” These are transactions' unknoiwn to your excelléncy, having taken place prior to your ex-
cellency’s arrival; they are the acts of privatéersmen, from which it would be absuird to infer the character of a wise
and. liberal nation like that of Spain. L. S o
Seeing the.evils that result from the course pursued by privateers out of this island, I call upon your excellency,
i the name of humanity, and of that benign policy which has ‘marked the course of our political career, to place
such checks and restraints upon their proceedings, as will, in fitture, secure the, American commerce from interrup-
- tion, and these vexatious seizures, of which the citizens of the United States justly complain, .
- These complaints, resting on the foundation of wrongs of an aggravated nature, which cannot be justified by any -
revious z:lggressums of American citizens, convinces me that they will not be sanctioned by one of your excellency’s

iberal and comprehensive views, - .

Confident of this, I feel much satisfaction.in’ complying <vith that patt of® my instructions which requires me to
learn from your excellency how far privateers, fitted out of this island, are authorized to capture ang bring in for
adjudication the vesséls ot the United Sfates, pursuing a lawful commerce. Information on this head will serve to

-explain fully the footing on which our maritime relationd rest in this quarter. e
Be pleased to accept my best wishes for the health and happiness of your excellency, and believe me, with the

most perfect consideration, your excellency’s chedient servant, ] | - . '
, | * 2 : : - ROBERT T. SPENCE, Captain.U. S. navy.

*

His Excellency Dox Francisco GoNZALES DE Linare§, Governor of Porfo Rico, §c.

P S, T also enclose a copy of a l§t_tér from the master 'qf' the brig General: Andrew Jackson, relative to his treat-
ment from the crew of the. Spanish privateer General Pereira, , )
) - ,: ) ' - . by * J ! o ( ' . ' . ) ;

;
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¢ L e - ,
: . - Uxitep StaTes’ Szip Cvane; St. JonNn’s,
SIR: " A * . L . Porto Rico, August 30, 1822,

__ Since the receipt of your letter alluding to the capture of the Pancheta, some of the circumstances attending

it have come to my knowledge., - oo L Do ‘
It appears that this privateer has been, for a considerable’ time, engaged 1, infercepting our vessels; frequently
boarding them,and exercising an intolerable inquisitions‘vexations of themselves sufficient to.call for a ‘remedy, but* -
- would not have occasioned any offensive measures on the part of Ameérican cruisers. 'The instructions given to our
commanders confine their discretionary powers within limits too cireumscribed to admit of their being led to an
. act of indiscretion. They are imperatively commanded to do nothing that can tend to interrupt the harmony existing

¥
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_belgt_veendthe United States and other Powers, whose maritime rights have ever b“een_,respected', and never designeci!y
infringed. I : *

The immediate cause of the Pancheta’s capture was her having been guilty of several recent aéts of plunder, and
her having, but a short while previously to her ** mishap,”” taken a number of articles from an American trader, to
which the captain and crew made odth. If ‘these facts are as represented, and I am induced to think they will be
incontrovertibly established, they certainly must be .denominated acts of piracy committed upon the citizens of the

United States, who.have been made to suifer in their (Frnpérty and feelings by these and similar "outrages. Add to
these causes, on being hailed she fired into the Unifed States* schooner Grampus! . YWhat armed vesse] could expect

to fire at an American ship of war with impumity? .~~~ . -~ o v
These circumstances, when the affair shall be judicially investigated, I am inclined to think, will be found sub-

stantially correct; if otherwise, there is an equity in the Government and laws of the United States, that never was
appealed to in vain. There is a sentiment of honor and generosity in the American people -that will sustain the

injured, be he friend or foe—that will redress wrongs with ** even handed justice.””*

I have deemed it proper to make this statement, with'a view to allay_the sensations of which your excellency

speaks, as having been excited by this transaction; sensations I have had occasion myself to experience, with the
additional aggravation of knowing, that the authors of them, lurking in obscurity, were sheltered trom persopal ame-
nability, while, in the present case, your excellency must feel an assurance that the standing of the active officer in
command of the Grampus,-as well as the magnitude of the affair, are such, as to pass'them in review of the whole
American people—a never erring ordeal; that laws, and not individuals, will decide as to the criminality of the cruise
of the Pancheta; ‘and will determine how far that officer was justifiable in arresting her depredatory excursions.

. American cruisers have been sent to these seas to protect our trade: there existed'a crying cause; the means of
mischief were accumulating; impnnity had produced audacity, and the ocean washing the shores of, these islands,
which the interest of the world require should be unprofaned by the path of the plunderer; had becompe the theatre
of outrage and rapine. . American citizens had suffered in their property and sacred persons. To yemedy these
evils, our officers will be active, vigilant, and unweary; producing, by their conduct, a conviction that, when acts
are perpretated, such as the Pancheta is charged with having committed, there is no escape. 'There must be safety
In peace, or its best gbjects are defeated: there must be security on the great ** thoroughfare” of all nations, other-

wise 1ts best purposes are perverted. .
Persnaded that your excellency will not consider this as unreasonab!

have pointed out as the. inevitable result of causes herein set forth, . - . _ ‘ |
I remain, with the most perfect consideration, your excellency’s obedient servant, * . .

* ../ ROBERT T. SPENCE, Coptain T, 8. Navy. .

His Excellency Don Francisco Gaxzares nE LiNares, _
‘ - Governor of Porto Rico, &c.

A"

é: and that you will see the“qonsequen‘ces I

.I'
»

[ ] T ) '
¥ T —— ——
, * 3
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3 ' ~ a . L ! , -
— , - Unitep StaTES’ SH1P CYANE, ST. JOBN’S, , |
Porro Rico, Seplember 1, 1822, ° -

Sirs ‘ . r | .:
Your letters of the 28th and 31st ultimo, in answer to several communications from me, have been duly re-

ceived; translations of which I have but this moment been able fo obtain.. , . | K _
In relation to the capture of the Pancheta, I beg permission to repeat that it must be. considered as a disaster

growing out of the unjustifiable conduct of her crew, and as one-of the retributive results of an abuse of her cruising

icense. . | . | .
We require that-our lawful commerce shall be unmolested; that our vessels shall not, from frivolous causes, and

on prefexts of which every privateersman constitutes himself a judge, be intercepted, and subjected to inquisitorial
serutiny, and American citizens made to incur intolerable inconvenience and éxpense. Ewils like. these have a

remedy, which the most forbearing would not expect should remain dormant. .

T am convinced your excellency has been incorrectly informed as to the treatment of ‘the crew of the Pancheta,

which you represent as cruel, and unnecessarily harsh. ‘The officer commanding the schooner Grampus is well known

for his humane feelings,and I am persuaded that all practicable and proper mildness was exercised oft thé occasion.
It 13 not to a discussion of the laws and pritciples of * blockade” that I am desirous of calling'your exéellency’s

attention; they are settled and establishied by the concurrent opinion of the wisest statesmen, and are no longer .
doubtful, *¢Blockade” is not a mystical arcanum; 1€ involves certdin practical rules'amply explained, and, I am

persuaded, well and fully understood by your excellency, |, ,
It was to invite a just application to these principles, according,to-the acknowledged usages of the age, that 1 was

led fo present the subject to your excellency’s attention, thereby to prevent-the seizure of our vessels, and to do°

away a pretext, often‘alléged, for sending thém in for adjudication. ., o :
. 1t was presumed that your excellency’s powers extended {o the correction of evils, existing within thé range of

your authori{y; that you had the means of checking the licentiousness nf['})ri}fateering, and that, seeing the pernicious -
" effects of it, would feel every disposition to shield the commerce of the United States by the interposition ¢f season-

able restraints, - . - . |

While I feel confident that d;}rtgur escellency will adopt, with promptitude, measures calculated to ascertain the
extent of the grievances set forth in my communication of the 28th ultimo, I must beg leave again to repeat the ex-
pression of my hope and expectation that you will ca{ysa all Amerjcan vessels, now illegally detained in the ports of

this island, forthwith to be released, and equitable damages awarded such of the citizens of the Unitéd States as

have suffered either in property or person. | _ T, ] | t
The well known character of-your excellency for wisdom and justice inclines me to believe that thes¢ expecta-

tions will appear’reasonable and right, and that.they: will be fully and satisfactorily realized by

Your excellency’s obedient servant,. .- ~ 1_ |
L " 3 . -.ROBERT T. SPENCE, Captain U. §. Navy,
His Excellency Don Francisco pE GonzALEs LINARES, PO S -
] | Governor of Porto Rico, &¢. , . S ,

Unrrep SraTes’ Sip Cyane, ST. JorN’s, .
Porro Rico, September 3, 1822.

SIR: | : s , |

- I'have had the honor to receive several communications from' your excellency, in reply fo letters addressed to
you on subjects of very considerable moment. o S i S |

Your professions of respect for the laws of nations, and your determinatipn of making them, and the laws of the
*¢constitutional monarchy of Spain” your guides; and the intention_youn express of inquiring into the matters set
forth in my official representations, &c. are all properly appreciated, and will doubtless prove blghly efficacious, -
The laws of Spain, no donbt, are all which the accumulated experience of ages and the umted wisdom of sage men
can make them; and, if administered by one of your éxcellency’s’ impartiality, would, ¥ am persuaded, aftord no

good cause of complaint. ) . L . ‘
I had the honor, a few days since, to present, for the consideration of your excellency, some of the proceedings

and decisions of the constituted tribunals of the island; whether such are just or' legal your excellency can decide;

¥
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. f SR | ] | - ? . oo e . ' .
to me'they seem novel and extraordinary; and, with a knowledge of some of the minor circumstances attending those

vexatious trials, I cannot refrain from saying they appear strange.

" Y am sure your excellency will deem it due to the dignity of the * constitutional monarchy® you represent, to
cause American citizens to be indemnified for the loss sustained by such adjudications as your excellency has been
invited tg investigate, It1is but right and just ta expect.this of the laws of Spain; and,.while I indulge a belief that
such will.be the course pursued, I am led to tall’ your attention to the policy of doing away all future occasion for
dissatisfaction, by rendering the owners or captains of the privateers out of Porto Rico more accountable, ~

'~ In my letter of the 29th ultimo, I requested that yous excellency wonld do me the honor to state how far these
privateers. are authorized by the authorities of the island to capture and bring in for adjudication vessels of the
United St%es&engaged in the ‘pursuit of ‘a lawful commerce. - 'This information your excellency has not thought

roper.to afford. ‘ : o o

’ -%‘mm the facility with which these small privateers are fitted out, and’from the description of persons on board
some of them, 1t has occ¢urred to' me that they are not made fo enter into penal bond to restrain, and produce respon-
sibility for the excesses they may commit, but are left to_ cruise ad libitum. .Under such circumstances, trans-

gressions are inevitable.

* -

It is against the aggressions of such vessels I remonstrate: protesting against the improper privilege they have
exercised, of intercepting and defaining, on the high seas, vessels of the United States engaged in a lawful trade.
And it becomes necessary for me fo inform your excellency, and wish it should be known to all whom it may con-

* ceri, that, with a view to prevent, as far as practicable, a state of things fraught with mischief and abuse; to guard
against a maritime aunarchy, to which the cominerce of the United States cannot be subjected; to secure to its citi-
zens safety,and to its flag the benefits of peace and neutrality; and to preserve the harmony my Government'is
desirous should exist between the two nations; I shallyas far as possible, give convoy fo American vessels navigating
these seas,.and shall forbid and prevent any interruption or detention by any privateer or atmed vessel, and sha
feel it incumbent -on me fo treat as ah enemy, and send to the United States, any privateer or armed vessel that .
shall cause hindrance to the lawful voyage of an American vessel, or shall be found violating the flag of the United
States and the laws of nations. ; L ' o

Satisfied that your excellency will look upon this course of conduct as moderate and unavoidable, I remain

’ " Your excellency’s very obedient servant, _ * | | * *

s y ROBERT T. SPENCE, Captair U. S. Navy.
His Excellency Don Francisco GonzaLes pE Linares, ~ I
' . Governor of Porfo Rico, &c.’

% e .
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L o ; ‘[TRANSLATION.\].

" Don Francisco Gonzales de Linares to. Captain Spence.

S‘ e . S J .. Porro Rico, August 27, 1822,

IR: : . . v = * ,

On the receipt of your official letter, informing me, ienerally, of the depredations and excesses committed by
the Spanish privateers of this'island upon the vessels of the United States, as I was informed, and, in particular,

“upon the brigantine General Andrew E ackson by the Pereira, I resolved to ‘fake the first care with respeet to the
last, by the information of an individual of that nation, Mr. Judah Lord. . ‘ e “ -
~ My answers to this gentleman showed himt my surprise, and the just indignation which so unlawful a tranggres-
sion of the law of nations had excited in this Gavernment;, the precdutions whieh 1t took fo prove its truth; and the
Justice which amimated it to punish the crime with all the rigorrof the Spanish laws—laws capable of themselyes of
what he, on his part, can desire. G ~ . . _ o

‘The same, therefore, that I said to Mr, Lord, I repeat to you, animated with the. same principles and sentiments

which govern. the conduct 'of the Supreme Government of the Spanish nation, and which formits character, acknow-
ledged by all the nations of the'earth. - T ‘ ! :

. But I'am certain that you have not been well informed regarding the destruction and spoliations generally com-
mitted upon all American vessels. I have the mostrepeated proofs of the regular conduct of the Spanish privateers
'+, towards these vessels, which they have examined and respected in very considerable nunibers, showing to the world

that they are not desperadoes, because they know not what it means, nor thieves, because they are Spahiards.
Would to God that some vessels of the military marine of the United States had observed towards Spanish ves-
sels, and towards the national milifary flag, 4 ¢conduct so regujar! I am certain that then there would not have been

d

the disagreeable sensations which now exist from it.-

LY L

~ 'When I speak to you, sir, in this manper, I do it with respect to the scapdalous attack- made by the United
States’ schooner of war the Grampus upon ‘the*Spanish privateer the Palmyra, which she attacked in the midst of
peace, killed and wounded several of her crew, treated with indignity the Spanish flag, confined in chains the
greater part of her crew, and that at the very momerit when,an oflicer was about going on board ‘of her to present
her papers, and ‘to comply with the law of nations. o - . o |
You will, perhaps, be informed of this attack, seldom seen in the history. of civilized hations; and, no doubt. if
you have beei so with truth, as [ am, you will have had thé same horror and disgust; because it is impossible other-
- wise to consider the most sa¢red conventions trampled upon, and the majesty of a natmn_inaulted s of a nation which
has always preserved her rights, and which, oftener than once, has given public proois of her constancy, and of her
never havipg been offerided with impunity.’ | . 4 ] L
- For'my part, with respect to' this event, I do nothing else but point it out to you "as a particular piece of news,
because its decisipn belongs to the supreme Government of both nations. 'As a functionary of minesI will not-depart
from the path which it has pointed out to me: justice shall always be iny guidé. " I shall respect the laws of nations;
~and I shall punish, with the laws in my hand, such Spanish subjects as shall transgress themr duties.

. | - God preserve yon.many years. ST .
o L o ~ - FRANCISCO GONZALES DE LINARES.

»
1

"

No.2. . - , *
) | ‘l ) ™ - ‘ L L | * 1‘\. - - !
| {TRANSLATION.] , o
'\ S Dor Francisco Gonzales de Linares io Caplain Spence.
. ‘ " ‘ t . . h . | : . ¥ *,x ‘f’ N
SIR: . o L ;o S + . Porto Rico, 28th Jugust, 1822,

. _T'have just seen your official letter of yesterday, relative to the-depredations which are said to have been conr,
mitted by Spanish privateers against the vessels of the United States. . . R

As this communication is substantially the same as the former, it appears only necessary to repeat my yesterday’s
answer;. but, wishing to give you new proofs of the justice and good faith of the Spanish Government, I will enter

into new explanations.

“Tam ‘]Jersuade_d’ that the armed privateers: of this island have not committed upon'the vessels of the United Sfates
the scandalous crimes with which your personal concerh has been raised, or a mistake has entered into your mind.

!
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They have been examined by many, and have, without the least injury, contipued their voydges; and, doubtless, in
a short time you will be couvinced of a truth so notorious. C ~
Y only speak of the privateers armed in this island, and am very far from making an apology for these that have
been armed in other provinces, because I am ignorant of their conduct; and although it may have been criminal in
this manner, it belongs not to my authority to punish them. * o " .
. But if it is very strange that, even when there were some trifling excesses, energetical remonstrances were made
for them: and the attack of the American schooner Grampus has been passed over in silence, or considered as a
circumstauce of no moment, in which the particular sircumstance occurred of her belonging to the navy.of the
United States; what comparison can ever exist between the detention of a vessel, and even committing some pititul
and contemptible depredation, (if such has been done,) and the attack of the other, to destroy her in a perfidious
manner; to cause the death and imprisonment of the crews in chains; and, what 1s more, nsulting and trampling
upon the Spanish military flag!  Whoever so openly violated the maritime law of nations? . And who, aftersuch a
violation, will attempt to declaim against injuries either imaginacy or immeinsely less! o
In" fine, the peace between two nations, as Spain and that to which you belong, sir, 1s a blessing for the pre-
servation of which I am ready to become a sacrifice; therefore I do nbt hesitate to assure you that the laws will be
enforced in as far as they have been transgressed; and therefore I consider mysell entitled to require the same

E

frankness and consideration from you, notwithstanding my having explained myselt so rudely; because our respective

Geovernments will do what they think proper, and what is most just for. the well-being of their people.
" (xod preserve you many years. - L =
‘ FRANCISCO GONZALES DE LINARES.

-+, No. 3. | | ot :
[TRANSLATION. ] . o
b * ' : 1 . s |

Don Francisco Gonzales de Linares {o Captain Spénce.

S * - PcrTo Rico, August 31, 1822,
IR: ‘* | . r . ' , y .« o,
1 have the honor to answer the note which you were pledsed to address to me, under date of the 28th instant,
relative to the indemnification which ought to be made to the American vessels detained by privateers of this island,
and condemned to pay costs, after being declared innocent by the gourts of justice; and, also, relative to the nullity
and illegality of the blockade declared against the poris of T'erra Firma, for the reasons which you are pléased fo
zive as your opinlon. S . : , |
"The principles established by the maritime law of civilized nations are not-unknown {0 me, nor the causes which
have influenced the declaration of blockade against the ports occupied by the insurgents; nor even the maritime
- military force by which this declaration can be and has been supported; yet as, on one hand, .my authority being
circumscribed to a province, ata distance from those places, has no influence, nor can have, in any official acts;
and, on the otlier, subjects of this nature belong, by their character, to the examination and decision of the supreme
Gm*;;mmpnts of the nations, 1t 1s my duty to avoid all interference in them, and to confine myself to the circle.of
My funcaons. , .~ "o
yI have before me the note which you were pleased to enclose to me in your said official letter, containing the.
vessels detained, with the circumstances in which they have been, and the consequences which have ensued. Iowe
it to the justice, to the unalterableness of my principles, and to the rectitude of the Government which I represent,
to declare to you, that I shall take all the provisions within my power, to elicit the truth of what has eccurred with
respect to the detained vessels, repeating that you may rest assured that the laws.of the kingdom shall judge and
decide upon them, without the possibility of any alteration in their legitimate application. Neither partiality nor
personal interest, nor the passions, shall-have any voice, or take any part in the decisions: the law shall dictate, and
all (I the first) shall submit to it. S ‘ ~ C o - | .
” God preserve you many years. -

-

FRANCISCO. GONZALES DE LINARES. .

* No. 4. | . ;

T [}R.iNSLA’.E‘ION.]‘ * | - ' e

- Don Francisco Gonzales de Linares to Captain Spence.

F )

¥

Pon:f‘o R;go, September 1, 1822,

SIR: B , - ,, .
I hiave just received the translation of your official note of the 29th ult., and which is an answer to mine of the
a7th, containing also the former acknowledgment of the letterr of the interpreter De Ponce, which was communt-
cated to me by Mr. Lord, a citizen of the United States; and now recently of the declaration of Mr. Arthur Edgar- ~
ton, mate of the briz Andrew Jackson, in which I-have had the pleasuré of reading that he and his companions,
detained on board the privateer, had been well treated. . . , © ‘
., You will be pleased, sir, to let me know the things which have been -plundered from the detained vessel, and
claim the damages which have ensued on her detention. 1 have taken all the measures which were in my power, for
eliciting the truth of the facts, in the manner provided by the laws of Spain; and when, according to them, the
delinquents are tried and convicted, they shall be punished; then the tribunais established by.the constitutional law
of the monarchy will take cognizance, to which the power of judging.and applying the laws, is exclusively granted:
principles from which it is impossible for me to deviate, as it is with respect tothose which rulein the United States,
for any functionary to deviate from them. . | o :" ,
You pay rest assured, that, if the authorities appointed there to try crimes of this class, are inexorable in their
conduct, admitting nothing but law and justice, those which are in the territory of the constitutional monarchy of
Spaing summoned {or that purpose, will never yiéld in their principles of justice, and in the fulfilment of their duties.
'To them it belongs to try by the laws, apd to apply them, and to the political Government of the people to enforce
the execution of the legal decisions of the judicial power, and to watch over the observance of the laws, by taking
care that no one break them. = ' : C = ' . : ,
L God preserve you many years, I _ . ,,
A FRANCISCO GONZALES DE LINARES. .

No. 5.
[TRANSLATION. ] SRR ‘ .
Don Francisco Gonzales de Linares to Caplain Spence.

Porro Rrco, September 2, 1822,

SIR: | h
Your official note of the 30th ult. has ihformed me of the intelligence which has reached you of the motives

which the scho%esr Grampus had for the hard and unexpected treatment of the Spanish privateer the Palmyra.
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' My fﬁr;_ner communications have shown you what m principles are, and what my conduct has been in this mat-
ter, as a faithful observer of the fundamental laws of the Spanish n_lonarghg. The truth of what has happened 1n
that «apture will be the resulf of a legal investigation, In which sinister intormations, which partiality or personal

interest often dictate, have no part. When that shall have been elucidated in the way which the laws require, our
supreme Governments will decide avith justice what is.proper. |

God preserve you many years.

L

FRANCISCO GONZALES DE LINARES.

No. 6. *

[TRANSLATION.]

»4

Don Francisco Gonzales de Linares to.Captain Spence.

:_“, | * « - *  Porto Rico, September 9, 1822,
IR S - x ‘ - - K

I have the honor to answer your official note of the 1st instanf. Ifs object is, first, The good conduct of the
schooner Grampus 1n the capture of the Pancheta; second, The necessity under which the Government is of putting
a. stop to the operations and irregular conduct of the privateers towards American vesselss' thirdly, To procure the
immediate liberation of those that may have been detained in the ports; fourth, Prompt indemnification for the losses
they have sustained. ‘ | “ Lt -

On making the enumeration of these matters, I must call your attention to my former answers, because they have
already been treated of in .them imFlicitly and ekxplicitly. - Notwithstanding, I will repeat to you that the decision
upon the justice or injustice,-the validity or invalidity, the legality or illegality, of the blockade of the coast of Terra
Firma, isbeyond my authority: that the privateers are informed, by the ordinances of their cruise, of their respective
obligations, for the transgression of which they will he responsible, and punished by the laws, in the same manneras
in similar cases the privateers-of the United States would-be by the justice of the Government, if they should trans-
aress the limits which should be prescribed to them; but without.this transgression they should not be responsible.
ias_tly, That, by the political constitution of the Spanish monarchy, the functions of the judicial power are clearly
designated, the Government being totally prohibited from being joined with them; and one of the great props of civil
liberty consisting in this clear separation. To preserve interior tranqullity and securifys to procure public pros-
perity’; to maintain established orders to watch over the observance of the laws; to publish them; to cause the execu-

tion of the decisions of the courts of justice; to be, in all its parts, an.agent of the Government; here, sir, you may
see the circle of my functions. C C

(xod preserve you many years. g S
" . FRANCISCO GONZALES DE LINARES.

]

r

Extract of a letter from Captain -Robert 7. Spence, commander of the United States® ship Cyane, to the Secretary
b | x R of the Navy, dated Cv v -
‘ .o | St. Jorn’s, Porro Rico, September 5, 1822,

Since my Jetter of the 8d instant, transmitting my correspondence, I have had a conversation with the governor
who begs me to be assured, that all he can do shall be done to meet my wishes in relation to the privateers fitted
out of the island; that thoge.already out.were equipped before he assumed the Government; that he 1s opposed to it,
both in his private and public capacity; that future restraints shall be placed upon them; and that he will remedy all
.abuses, as far as he has the power. T'hat the brig Andrew Jackson he had ordered fo be set at liberty; that he should
inquire into.the cause of her detention, and, unless good and sufficient reasons can be given, he wiil_ take steps to
cause the judge to be removed. In fine, that he will do his utmost to, keep the laws of nations inviolate. That,

upon the subject.of blockade he can do nothing; it was 4 question that must be settled between the two Governments;

the blockade had been declared by General Morillo; it was recognized, and the consequences of violating it were
mevitable; over this question he had no control. - : ' t

1 - : L
. L ' ! \ . 1
% h | b

List of thefnézmeq and force of the ﬁ;iz:atq‘ers fitted out from the various ports of the island of Porto Rico.

Palomo.—A full riggedl brig, pierced for twenty giins, carries six guns, (eighteen pound carronades,) has a com-
plement of one hundred and thirty men; fitted out from this port, and now on a cruise. '

1 1 - F - "

" Pancheta.—An hermaphrodite brig, pierced for sixteen guns, carries ten to twelve guns; has a complement of
- one hundred and twenty men—captured by the Grampus. o -

Schooner General Pereira.—Pierced for sixteen guns, carries six to eight guns, and has a complement of eighty
nien; is fitted out from this place, and now in this port. ° | R ~ , \
" Schooner Bruguena.—Carries four guns and fifty, to sixty men; fitted out from this port, and now on a cruise.
. Schooner Hora de la Mar.—Fitted out from Faxardo, arid now on a cruise; carries oné gun and forty men.
Flechera la Carmen.~—Fitted out from Porto Cabello; carries four guns, and a comFIement of fitty men.

Besides the above, there are, I am infornied, three or four.other small privateers, from the different ports of this
‘island, of the names and force of which I have no knowledge. * - .

I L]
[ ] L] \ LY

A p \

‘I



	08110803
	08120804
	08130805
	08140806
	08150807
	08160808
	08170809
	08180810
	08190811
	08200812
	08210813
	08220814

