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REPORT

OF THE

SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

WASHINGTON, D. C,,
NAVY DEPARTMENT,

November 30, 1885.
To THE PRESIDENT:

Sir : I have the honor to lay before you the regular annual report of
the Navy Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885:

WAR VESSELS IN COMMISSION.

The North Atlantic squadron remains under the command of Acting
Rear- Admiral James E. Jouett. The Brooklyn was put in commission
on October 15, at the Brooklyn navy-yard, and now forms a part of this
squadron. A serious revolution, threatening the transit of the Isthmus
of Panama, having occurred on the isthmus early in the spring, a force
of about 600 blue-jackets and marines, under the command of Com-
mander B. H. McCalla, was sent thither in April, to act under the or-
ders of Acting Rear-Admiral Jouett in keeping the transit open and in
maintaining treaty obligations. This force was withdrawn in May,
when the necessity for its presence no longer existed, one or more ves-
sels remaining in Colombian waters until the month of July. The ves-
sels of the North Atlantic squadron at present are the Tennessee (tlag-
ship), Brooklyn, Galena, Swatara, Alliance, and Yantic.

The South Atlantic squadron was re-enforced by the arrival of Rear-
Admiral Earl English in his flagship, the Lancaster, at Rio de Janeiro on
July 1. This officer assumed command immediately upon his arrival.
The only other ve el on this station is the Nipsic. Because of several

complaints rec - forwarded Ly the Department of State from Amer-
jcan citizens o in the Comoro Islands and in Zanzibar, the Lan-
caster has «d to make an extended cruise in the neighbor-
hood of the *ith a view to the satisfactory settlement of the
differenc: ~eurred or may occur.

n L. Davis is still in command of the Asiatic

s been ordered to proceed home by way of

running a line of soundings across the Pa-
IIX
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cific Ocean, and the Juniata to proceed home by way of the Cape of
Good Hope, touching at Zanzibar and the Comoro Islands, in vie w of
the difficulties at those places already referred to. Each of these ves-
sels will have been slightly over three years away from the Umnited
States by the time her orders are executed. The Asiatic statiomm bhas
been re-enforced by the Omaha and Marion, so that it now consists of
the Trenton (flagship), Omaha, Marion, Ossipee, Alert, Monocacy, and
Palos.

The Pacific squadron was, until May 28, under the command of Rear-
Admiral Jobn H. Upshur. On this day Rear-Admiral E. Y. McCauley
assumed command at San Francisco. Of this squadron the Lacka-
wanna and Wachusett have gone out of commission during the year,

_it having been reinforced by the reporting of the Mobican and Adams.
The Shenandoah, Iroquois, and Wachusett, of this squadron, assisted
in maintaining treaty obligations in the insurrection on the Isthinus
of Panama in the spring. The squadron now consists of the Hartford
(Aag-ship), Shenandoah, Mohican, Iroquois, Adams, and Pinta. The
latter vessel is occupied exclusively in cruising in Alaskan waters.

The command of the European squadron was relinquished by Rear-
Admiral English at the Congo River on May 2, 1885, and was assumed
by Rear-Admiral Samuel R. Franklin, in his flag-ship Pensacola, at
Gibraltar, on June 18. The squadron now consists of the Pensacola,
Quinnebaug, and Kearsarge.

The vessels of the Navy on detached service are the Powhatan and
Despatch on the Atlantic coast, the Michigan on the lakes, and the
Ranger in surveying and sounding work on the coast of California.

BUREAU OF YARDS AND DOCKS.

The Chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks, Commodore D. B. Har-
mony, reports on the condition of the navy-yards, docks, wharves, build-
ings, and other property in charge of the Bureau, with recommendations
as to the most pressing improvements required.

It appears from his report that this property, aggregating in value
some fifty millions of dollars, is falling rapidly into a condition of ex-
treme decay. The reports from the yards make frequent complaint of
buildings falling or about to fall; roofs leaking to such an extent as to
involve the destruction ot property stored underceath; wharves so rotten
that persons cannot walk over them in safety; stone dry-docks which
are required to be shored up with timber; bLad roadways, defective
water-pipes, and in general such an extent of decay and dilapidation as
to imply a general destruction.

If it is the policy of Congress to maintain the navy-yards as ship-
yards, workshops, or depots of supply, it is manifest that the work of
putting the buildings, wharves, and other appurtenances in proper
repair should be undertaken at once and should be kept up from year
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to year, as the only alternative must be the abandonment of all the
property to waste and ruin. )

Attention is called to the special improvements recommended by the
Bureau at the several yards, and the importance of beginning these
improvements is commended to the consideration of Congress. It is
especially desirable that such dry-docks should be constructed at the
several yards as will give adequate facilities for docking the vessels of
the Navy.

The League Island yard is now practically closed. In case Congress
should decide to reopen the yard, an estimate of $232,000 is presented
for wunecessary improvements. To make the plant now in the yard
available for the repairs of ships, a Simpson dry-dock will be a neces-

8ity. Such a dock will cost about $700,000, and will require two years
to complete.

BUREAU OF EQUIPMENT AND RECRUITING.

The report of the Chief of the Bureau of Equipment and Reciuiting,
Commodore Winfield S. Schley, describes in detail the operations of the
Bureau in the purchase, manufacture, and supply of coal, sails, hemp,
cordage, chains, anchors, galleys, and other articles of equipment under
its charge. Tables are presented showing the superiority in strength
of the rope manufactured at the rope-walk in the Boston navy yard over
that furnished by private dealers. '

The Burean strongly recommends the acquisition of a modern plant
for the rolling mill, chain shop, and forge and anchor shop at the Wash-
ington navy-yard. The plant bas undergone no improvement for
twenty-five years, and it is believed that the expenditure necessary to
defray the cost of its renewal would in a short tine be more than cov-
ered by the increased efficiency of the establishment. Legislation is
also recommended looking to the compulsory inspection and test of an-
chors and chains intended for the Navy and mercantile marine, which
could be conducted by naval officers with no additional expense to the
Government or to private parties, and which would add greatly to tho
security of navigation.

The number of apprentices received in the Navy during the past year
was 759. The cruising training ships have been kept at sea as mach
as possible, making two cruises, each of several months’ duration, to
the West Indies and to Europe. In view of the antiquated type of
these vessels, and the fact that they will shortly become unseaworthy,
it is recommended that two composite vessels be constructed of mod-
ern type, embodying the latest improvements in engines, guns, and
torpedo apparatus, for use in the training service.

The average number of seamen and apprentices has not exceeded the
legal quota. The cost of maintaining the 409 men allowed to the Coast
SBurvey and the Fish Commission is about $332,428. These men should
be provided for independently of the quota for the Navy, as it cannot
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certainly be the intention of Congress that such a heavy drain upon
the naval appropriation should be made.for the support of outside serv-
ices. Certain other changes in the legislation in regard to enlisted
men are urgently needed. A comparison of the statutes relating to en-
listed men in the Army and Navy shows that the latter service is placed
in many ways at a great disadvantage. Honorably discharged men
should be allowed to elect a home on board receiving-ships during the
three months allowed by law to re-enlist. The statute relating to the
admission to citizenship of aliens enlisted in the Army should be extendded
to cover naval enlistments, and authority should be given to commis-
sioned officers of the Navy to administer the oath of allegiance to the men.
The recruit, upon enlistment, should receive his clothing outfit from the
Government, instead of becoming, as at present, a debtor to the Govern-
ment to the amount of three months’ pay. Appropriation should be
made for the purchase of reading matter for the crews. Provision

should be made for the retirement of seamen after thirty years of serv-

ice, as is now done in the Army and Marine Corps. Finally, the sav-

ings-bank system, introduced in the Army by statute in 1872, with ex-

cellent results, should be applied to the Navy.

BUREAU OF NAVIGATION.

The chief of the Bureau of Navigation, Commodore John G. Walker,
reports the operations of the Bureau in reference to the manufacture and
testing of compasses, the examination of compass reports from crnising
vessels with a view to the preparation of a new variation chart, and the
publication and distribution of information on the magnetism of iron
and steel ships. The erection of the new compass-testing house has
been begun, and a compass station for the accurate determination of
deviation has been establisued in Narragausett Bay. The report dwells
upon the urgent necessity of establishing compass stations at the princi-
pal seaports, for the benefit of the merchant marine, under the direc
tion of naval officers.

In connection with the subject of ocean surveys, it is recommended
that the Thetisbeemployedin examining the imperfectly-surveyed coasts
in the Pacific frequented LY merchant vessels.

The chief of Bureau also reports on the condition of the Nautical Al-
manac Oflice, the Department library, and the War Record Office ; on the
progress of work on the revision of the navalsignal books; on the pnb-
lication of the results of observations for the telegraphic determination
of longitudes, and on the supply of the various materials and instru-
ments under the charge of the Bureau, including illuminating oils, elec-
tric lights, chronometers, and books for the libraries of ships of war.

The steady decrease in the appropriation for the purchase of neces-
sary supplies, together with the gradual exhaustion of the surplus ma
terials on hand at the close of the war, leaves the Bureau in a crippled
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condition, ‘and an increase of the appropriation to the amount called
for by the estimates is nrgently needed.

The preparation of the Naval Records of the War for publication has
been partly completed, but an additional force, for which estimates have
been submitted, is needed to carry on the work. Itisdesirable that no
time should be lost in securing the valuable papers, now in private
hands, relating to naval affairs during the war, and that provision should
be made for an agent for the collection of Confederate documents.

BUREAU OF ORDNANCE.

The report of the Chief of the Bureau of Ordnance, Commodore
Montgomery Sicard, describes the operations of the Bureau in reference
to the design, construction, and testing of guns and torpedoes, and to
experiments and improvements in gunpowder, gun-cotton, gas-checks,
gun-carriages, torpedoes and their fittings, ammunition for the Hotch-
kiss gun, and electrical apparatus for firing great guns:

Work of all kinds has been pushed forward rapidly at the ordnance
department of the Washington navy-yard. It will require a consider-
able quantity of modern machinery to place this department on a spit-
able footing. The instruction of the seamen gunners continues at the
yard as well as at the torpedo station, and a class of * continuous serv-
ice” men is also receiving instruction at both places.

Satisfactory progress has been made in the ordnance of the new
cruisers, five 6-inch and two 5.-inch breech-loading high-power steel
guns having been completed since the last report, at the Washington
yard. They have been satisfactorily tested at the Naval Ordnance Prov-
ing Ground, and several will be mounted on the Atlanta when she is
ready to receive them. Of the twenty sets of steel forgings for 6-inch
guns ordered from the Midvale Steel Company nineteen have passed
inspection and been delivered.

The work of machine-finishing and assembling forgings has made satis-
factory progress at the South Boston Iron Works and the works of the
West Point Foundry Association, and several 6-inch guns will shortly
be finished. The forgings for 8-inch guns have just arrived from Eng-
land, being more than a year overdue, a delay which shows the impor-
tance of having a heavy gun-forging plant in the United States.

Designs have been made for the batteries of the four ships projected
in the act passed at the last session of Congress, and estimates have
been prepared for a modern armament for six of the present third.rate
ships of the Navy.

Estimates have also been submitted for the armament of the double-
turreted monitors. :

The naval ordnance proving ground has remained under the charge of
Commander William M. Folger, and much important and active work
has been done there during the year, including the testing of guns; as-
certaining the best composition and temper of steel for armor-piercing
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projectiles, and the resistance of steel and other armor plates; the
measurement of chamber pressures in the different classes of guns; the
employment of gun-cotton in armor-piercing projectiles, and various
other very important operations. Successful experiments have been
made with the new high-power musket with satisfactory results, the
bullet perforating one inch of steel at short range with reserve of force
sufficient to kill two men. The experiments with Clark’s deflective tur -
ret have been delayed by the want of funds and steel with which to
complete the 10-inch gun to be used in the trial; but the material and
money are now available, and the gun will be pushed to completion as
soon as the tests of the steel are made.

The present site of the proving ground at Annapolis is very defect-
ive for a number of reasons, to which attention is called in the report of
the Chief of Bureau, and it is highly desirable to obtain a new site as
early as possible.

The trials of the Howell torpedo show that it possesses certain valua-
ble qualities and a further examination is being made of the system.

The torpedo station, under the charge of Commander William T.
Sampson, has continued its work in the manufacture of gun-cotton and
in the elaboration of designs and the improvements of various details in
reference to the action of torpedoes. The usual course of instruction,
embodying some improvements, was given during the summer with
excellent recults,and an advanced course of instruction for a limited
number of officers has been arranged to follow the general course, and
has gone into operation.

BUREAU OF OONSTRUCTION AND REPAIR.

The report of Chief Constructor Theodore D. Wilson describes the
work done by his Bureau, recommends the purchase of supplies by an-
nual schedule, presents with some detail his views as to the require-
ments of the Navy in the matter of new steel vessels, and urges the
completion of the monitors. The report expresses the opinion that it
should be the policy of the Government to maintain one large navy-
yard, combining in itself the advantages and facilities of all the others,
and advocates League Island as the most advantageous site for this
purpose. In the event of an appropriation being made for more steel
ships, the Bureau hopes that at least one-half of the ships may be built
in our navy-yards, in competition with outside establishments, and it
dwells with emphasis upon the serious obstacle existing at the present
time in the want of docking facilities. The report closes with the pre-
sentation of certain considerations in reference to the education of na-
val constructors.

' BUREAU OF STEAM-ENGINEERING.

The report of the Chief of the Bureau of Steam-Engineering, En-
gineer-in-Chief Charles H. Loring, contains an account of expenditures
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during the past year, and describes the present condition of the ma-
chinery of naval vessels, and the work required to be done to fit them
for sea service or to keep them on such daty during the next fiscal year.
The report dwells upon the necessity of building a new boiler-shop at
the New York navy-yard.

BUREAU OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY.

Surgeon-General Francis M. Gunnell reports on the condition and
operations of his Bureau during the past year. The report states that
the Bureau has not been able to maintain the hospitals in a satisfactory
condition for want of sufficient appropriation. A temporary hospital
or quarantine station to which naval vessels containing yellow-fever
patients might be sent has been established on Widow’s Island, off the
coast of Maine. Instructions have been issned to the surgeon in charge
of the United States naval hospital at Yokohama to receive and care
for sick seamen from American merchant vessels in the same manner

as for enlisted men in the Navy.

The trials in the courts of the District of Colambia for frands perpe-
trated on the Government through this Bureau have resulted in the
conviction of the two indicted clerks and of several accomplices. Others
are to be tried at the next term of the court.

The Museum of Hygiene continues to make satisfactory progress.
During the past year it has made valuable additions to its collection
and has conducted important experiments.

MARINE CORPS.

The report of Col. Charles G. McCawley, commandant of the Marine
Corps, shows a satisfactory state of discipline and efficiency in the
corps during the year, and especially in the difficult and arduous ser-
vice in April on the Isthmus of Panama, and recommends an increase
of 500 privates in the number of the force. It also calls attention to
the fact that the Marine Corps should have a complete outfit of tents
and camp equipage for 500 men. These supplies cannot be purchased
with the present appropriation.

HYDROGRAPHIC OFFICE.

The Hydrographic Office has made numerous improvements during
the past year in the construction, arrangement, and mode of issue of
charts and sailing directions, which are described in detail in the report
of the hydrographer, Commander John R. Bartlett. The collection of
naatical information from a great variety of sources, and its dissemina-
tion for the beuefit of the merchant marine and in the interests of safe
navigation, especially through the monthly pilot chart and the notices
to mariners, have been carried on with increased thoroughness, prompt-
ness, and efficiency. Invaluable assistance has been rendered in this
direction by the branch hydrographic offices established in the principal

A}
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seaports, the work at these offices having been more than doubled dur-
ing the past year.

The publication of charts from the important surveys of the west
coast of Mexico and Central America. performed by the officers of the
Ranger, awaits a special appropriation.

In view of the impossibility of carrying on the work of chart print-
ing in the executive building, and the necessity that the valnable en-
graved plates of charts, representing the labor and expenditure of
many years, shonld be removed from all danger of destruction by fire,
it is recommended that a fire-proof building for storing the plates and
printing charts should be erected.

NAVAL ACADEMY.

The Superintendent of the Naval Academy, Capt. Francis M. Ramsay,
reports that the prescribed course of instruction has been carried out
during the past year and the usual practice cruise has been made. The
most important improvements in buildings and grounds have been the
enlargement of the cadets’ sick quarters and the partial renewal of the
system of drainage of the Academy.

The Superintendent recommends that permits should be issued to
candidates a year in advance of their admission, and that they should
report for examination by the 15th of May. It is also recommended
that changes be made in legislation, by which the selection of cadets to
fill vacancies in the lower grades of different corps may take place at
the completion of the four years’ course instead of after the six years’
course, as at present, and that certain legislative provisions preseribed
for the Military Academy be applied to the Naval Academy.

NAVAL OBSERVATORY.

The report of the Superintendent of the Naval Observatory, Commo-
dore George E. Belknap, presents a statement of the astronomical work
performed during the year with the various instruments, of the obser-
vations of the eclipse of March 15, and of the transmission of correct
time to the principal cities and seaports. A report is also made of the
work done for the Transit of Venus Commission, relating to the obser-
vations made in 1874 and 1882,

The time service is now performed, with the gratuitous co-operation
of the telegraph companies, at Boston, Newport, the New York navy-
yard, Philadelphia, Hampton Roads, Savannah, New Orleans, and San
Francisco. Requests received from other cities for an extension of the
system can only be complied with upon an increase of the appropriation
for the purpose. '

It is strongly urged that appropriation should be made for the erec-
tion of the new observatory upon the site already purchased by the
Government for that purpose. The plans for the structure are now pre-
pared, and no time should be lost in effecting a removal from the dilap-
idated buildings and unhealthy site of the present Observatory.
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NAVAL WAR COLLEGE.

The Naval War College began its first session September 3, under
the directionof Rear-Admiral Stephen B. Luce, president of the college.
The instruction consisted of lectures on military science, the art of
naval warfare, and marine international law. The college, now fairly
in operation, by giving officers an adva ~ed course of instruction on
subjects directly connected with the mé. | portant duties of the pro-

fession, fills what has hitherto been a so¢lwns want in our system of
naval education.

SALE OF OLD VESSELS AND GOVERNMENT PROPERTY.

The only condemned vessels sold during the past year were the hulk
Niagara, at Boston, dnd the tug Rose, at Peusacola, Fla.; the amount
realized for the former, after paying auctioneer’s commission, being
812,117, and from the latter $419.25. An account of the receipts and
expenditures in connection with the sale of old vessels will be found in
the appendix to the report.

The deposits from the sale of Government property under the countrol
of the Navy Department, including sums realized from difference in
exchange, interest paid by the foreign fiscal agents, and those from other
sources, classed as ¢ miscellaneous receipts,” under section 3618 of the
Revised Statutes, from November 1, 1834, to November 1, 1885,
amouunted to $233,040.31, as ‘shown by the statement of the Fourth

Anuditor of the Treasury, which will algo be found in the appendix
to the report. Of this sum, $197,324.51 were covered into the Treas- -
ury as ‘‘miscellaneous receipts on account of proceeds of Government
property,” and $35,715.80 were deposited to the credit of sundry ap-
propriations, as directed by the statutes governing such cases.

DECORATION DAY.

A joint resolution of Congress, approved January 6, 1885, provides
that all per diem employés of the Government on duty at Washington
and elsewhere in the United States shall be allowed certain holidays,
and shall receive the same pay as on other days. The days named in
the resolution are the 1st day of January, the 22d day of February, the
4th day of July, the 25th day of December, and such days as may be
designated by the Presideut as days for national thanksgiving.

It is recommended that the resolution be amended so as to include
the day which is generally observed throughout the United States as
Decoration Day. '

Under section 1545 of the Revised Statutes, per diem employés in the
navy-yards can receive pay for the time only during which they may be
actually employed, and as all such should have an opportunity of par-
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ticipating in the commemoration of those who fell during the late war
without being deprived of a portion of their livelihood, an amendment
of the law as indicated would seem to be manifestly appropriate.

EXPENDITURES.

The amount of appropnagnps applicable to the current expenses of
the first six months of th year was $7,255,283.48, the amount for
the last six months of sznr ending June 30 1885 $6,230,253.85,
making the total amount $13,485,637.33, in which is inclnded 347,362
transferred from navy-yard Brooklyn, N. Y., 1884, to that appropria-
tion 1883 per appropriation warrant No. 383, $140,000 from machioery
double-turreted monitors, indefinite, to steam engineering, 1883, per
appropriation warrant No. 390, and $2,191.87 pay miscellaneous 1885,
appropriated to supply deficiencies for said fiscal year per appropria-
tion warrant No. 391.

There was a bLalance on hand at the commencement of the fiscal year
on account of pay of the Navy and pay of the Marine Corps of
$2,407,491.35. The total gross amount, therefore, which was available
for the year was $15,893,028.68. There should, however, be dedacted
from this amount the sum of $59,813, appropriated for the Naval Asy-
lum, a8 that sum was brought to the credit of the asylum February 25,
1885, by requisition in its favor, and is included in the exhibit of ex-
penditures chargeable to Navy appropriations at that time as refanded
and deducted from the amount drawn in that month, also $1,407,272.87
due to general account of advances, which leaves a balance of
$14,425,942.81 available for the year, being $1,504,828.93 less than the
amount available for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884.

The net amount drawn from the Treasury by warrant during the last
fiscal year was $13,337,867.72, as shown by the books of the Depart-
ment, which leaves a balance undrawn of $1,088,075.09 ; to this shounld
be added the net amount unexpended in the hands of pay officers on
said June 30, 1885, as shown by the office of the Fourth Auditor,
$1,265,5670.64, leaves an aggregate balance unexpended of $2,353,645.73,
which stood to the credit of the Department at the beginning of the
present fiscal year. That is, the total net expenditure for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1885, was that much less than the appropriations.
The annexed table shows the amount of expenditures by warrant and
the amount refunded, as well also as that expended from the close of
the year to November 1, 1885.

The appropriations avallable for the present ﬁseal year, commencing
July 1, 1885, are $13,590,704.95. The amount drawn by warrant from
the Treasury from July 1, 1885, to November 1, 1885, deducting that
refunded, is $4,285,764.39. The amount drawn by warrant during the
same period of last year was $4,383,244.93.

The amount of appropriations applicable to the current expenses
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of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885, was $13,485,537.33, as shown
by the following table: )

Statement of appropriations and expenditures for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885.

1
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Naval Academ 181,256 10 181,256 10 177,049 40 4,206 70
Navigation and navigation sup-

Pliea o 87.500 00 87,500 00 70,543 72 16,956 28
Ordnance and ordnance stores 125,000 00 125, 000 00 117,736 88 7,263 12
Repairs, ordnance.................... 15,000 00 ' 15, 000 00 9,514 52 5,485 48
Steel rifled breech-loading guns.. 41,632 30 | 41,632 50 40, 902 99 729 51
Torpedo corps. .............cuue. 50, 000 00 50,000 00 43,837 13 6,162 87
Equipment of vessels........... ...| 750,000 00 l 750,000 00 | 682,122 21 67,877 79
Transportation and recruiting.............,veeveneee 25,000 00 | 25,000 00 24,921 44 78 56
Naval training station 21,000 00 ' 21,000 00 18,048 07 2,951 98
Maintenance (Yards and Docks) 200, 000 00 200,000 00 192, 980 70 7,019 30
Navy-yard, Brooklyn, N. Y.... 77,362 00 77,362 00 32,133 03 45,228 97

Navy-yard, Mare Island, Cal......\... 250, 000 00 250, 000 00 186,141 18 63, 858 82
Repairs and preservation at |
Davy-yard . 125,000 00 | 125,000 00 | 121,646 34 38,353 66
Naval Asylum, Philadelphia,Pa. 59, 813 00 59,813 00 I 46,054 45 183,768 65
Su ns’ necessaries and ap- |
pliances............... 40,000 00 40,000 00 19,349 58 20,650 423
Naval Hospital fund 80, 000 00 30,000 00 . 29,974 21 25 79
Repairs (Medicine and Surgery) 10,000 00 10,000 00 8,726 88 1,273 02
Provisions, Navy. 100,000 00 | 1,100,000 00 983,979 72 116,020 28
Coustruction and repair.............. . 000,000 00 ' 1,000,000 00 972,847 86 27,152 14
8¢ hinery 920, 000 00 920, 000 00 l 801,782 42 118,217 58
Contingent (.Bu. ). 92,500 00 92,500 00 73,784 02 ' 18,715 98
Civil establishment at yards I \
and atations.............coovveeneenns 99,000 00 | 99,000 00 95,191 34 8,808 66
Add this amount, difference in , !
ueral account of advances H .
which is not an expenditure), . i
being June 30, 1884, $1,407,- R X .
272.87, and June 30, 1885, . ' l :
92,022,992.65 difference. ............ ; | O Y 613,719 78 ....c.ccoueeee
| 2,407,491 85 13,485,537 33 ixs,m,ozs 68 13,397,680 72 | 3,111,067 74
Deduct on account of Naval Asy-, | |
lum as heretofore explained...i............ ceveeees Veersasessssensararcme Jeusesnsenasss sorsne 59,813 00 | ...cccvenrernnnnane
Also amounts due general ac- | ]
ocount and Naval Asylum, ' ’ '
June 30, 1884........ccoieinmnnieci i, 1,467,085 87 |
And amount due general ac- ' ) !
count of advances, June 30, ! i
ABBY.....o.oviiiiiiiieisenisnsisitenesrroseelosssosanssessrsnansss srasesasensons sernee leetenmesssanissanies Lementas ceisanees | 2,022,992 65
Net U8..ccvecsnncnneeisessninnesane|sesaescsssnnins sunes Heesesnearrersnnnssnes 14,425,942 81 113,337,867 72 ' 1,088,075 09
t

B Y S A s -

The above balance of $3,111,067.74 does not include the amount un-
expended in the hands of pay officers at that time, which, as furnished
by the office of the Fourth Auditor, is $1,265,570.64.

Net amounts drawn during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1835.

Appropriations, 1885 .......oovitoiiieiieas aeeeeneneaanan eee. $13,337,867 72
Appropriations, 1884 ................... et eeeeetaeeeiiceeeas 383,079 26
Appropriations, 1883 ... ... ittt e i iieiieie e 72,023 61
Appropriations, indefinite ............. ceeeen ceemeeeeceeeieneeaanas 2,221,501 51

16,014,472 10
Less amount refunded appropriation 1383-"84.... ............ 78

Total drawn fiscal year ending June 30, 1885................. 16,014,471 32
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Statement of appropriations for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1886.

Pay of the Navy e $6, 940, 7R0 00
Pay, miscellaneous_________._______________ 375, 000 00
Contingent, Navy __________________________ 20, 000 00
Pay of the Marine Corps. . _ .- 649, 642 00
Quartermaster’s department, Marine Corps 219, 686 50
Naval Academy . . . e eeea 181,229 45
Navigation and navigation supplies . ... _____ . _________..___ 87, 500 00
Ocean 8UTVeYS . _ . .. oo eeeeee. 10, 000 00
Naval War College_______________________._ 8, 000 00
Ordnance and ordnance stores . . _ . .. ..o 146, 000 00
Repairs (Ordnance) - __ - .o 15, 000 00
Torpedo corps . e - 60, 000 00
Equipment of vessels.____. ... 800, 000 00
Transportation and recruiting (Equipment and Recruiting)..._._..____ 30, 000 00
Naval training station, Coasters’ Harbor Island, R. I__________________ 25,000 00
Maintenance (Yards and Docks) . __________________________________. 200, 000 00
Navy-yard, Brooklyn, N. Y. . o ioa. 30, 000 00
WNavy-yard, Mare Island, Cal._______ fmmmcmammmmmmmmm e emme—————n 276, 000 00
Repairs and preservation at navy-yards_ _________________.___________. 125,000 00
Naval Asylum, Phila lphia, Pa_____ ... 59, 867 00
Medical Department (MedicineandSurgery).__._ ... ______________ 60, 000 00
Naval Hospital fund - ... 30. 000 00
Repairs (Medicine and Surgery) - ... ... .- 10, 000 00
Provisions, Navy .. .o 1, 085, 000 00
Constructionand Repair_________._____. tmccmemmm———an feececeeaoan 1, 000, 000 00
Steam-Engineering . . .. . iieaaoooo. 950, 000 00
Contingent, Bureaus .. . __ o aeeeaaio... 118, 000 00
Civil establishment at yards and stations_ . ________________.____.___. 79, 000 00

13,590,704 95
ESTIMATES.

The estimates for the Navy for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887,
amount to $33,104,695.15, as shown by the following summary:

Summary of the estimates for the Nary for the fiscal year endingJune 30, 1887.

General maintenance yards and stations (Yard and Docks)
Support of the Naval Asylum (Yards and Docks)...... ..c.ooveennnnn
Equipment of vessels, conl, homp, &c. (Equipment and Recruiting).
Transportation and recruiting (Equipment and Recruiting). ...
Equipment plant, Washington yard (Equipment and Recruiti
Preservation and repair of vessels (Construction and Repair)....
Hteam machinery. boilers, &c. (Steam-Enginecering)......
Provisions (Provisions and Clothing)............
Navigation supplies (Navigmtiunk

Ocean surveys and publications thereof (Navigation)...... ...
Repairs, improvements, and Naval War College (Navigation)..
Observationof transit of Venus (Navigation)..........
Completing compass-testing house (Navigation)..
Publication of professional papers (Navigation)
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Procuring and preserving ordnance material, &c. (Ordnance),
Batteries of the new types for six ships (Ordnance)............
Thirty machine cannon, modern caliber (Ord
Twenty musket caliber machine-guns (Ordnance)
Magunzine nnd cadet rifles, equipments, &e. (Ordna
Proof of naval guns and appendages (Ordnance)....
Modern armament for two t aining vessels (Ordnan
Land and buildings for rrovimz ground (Ordnance)
Repairs to ordnance building (Ordnance)
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Torpedo corps and station, labor, material, freight, &c. (Ordnance)....
Purchase of auto-mobile torpedoes, fast torpedo-boat, &c

8teel rifled breech-loading gun (Ordnance).....
Mauchinery for ordnance (Ordnance)...............
Surgeons’ necessaries and appliances (Medicine and Surgery).........

Naval Hospital fund (Medicine and Surgery).. ... oveeneiieeriineeeniiineionnns
Repairs to hospitals (Medicine)...........uueeeeeeeeee

23

1

For increase of the .\'nvr :
Bureau of Construction and Repair .......o.cccieiiivieeiiinninccnsicssnnincneinnne
Bureau of Steam Engineering.
Bureau of Ord .
Bureau of Equipment and Recruiti
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ouble-turreted monitors:
Bureau of Construction and Repair
Bureau of Steam-Engineering.
Bureau of Ordnance

"ivil establishment at yards and stations ........ .............
ontingent expenses under Bureaus and contingent, Navy
upport of the Naval Academy
lu%‘)on of the Marine Corps..........cccceeeveenireveervncssnnes
*ublic work and {mprovements:
uarters for cadets at the A
ew Nawval Observatory...................
Improver ts Coasters’ Harbor Island ..
Improvement and preservation yards and stations....

y.

, 268, 337
Pay of the Navy (officers and enlisted men)..... ....ccoooeeeristannnaes , 129,087 50
Pay, MIiSCOLILANEOUS ..........cooiiiiitieiiiitinteenic e raee s eree sane SN 273,530 00
TOARY. ...cocoiiiiitictiansssnnrereoses seeess enne 85,104,695 15

DISTURBANCES AT PANAMA.

On the 16th day of March last an insurgent demonstration against
the Colombian Government, under the lead of Aizpuru, resulted in the
occupation of the town of Panama by the insurgents and in such ob-
struction to the operations of the Panama Railroad as virtually to close
the transit. Upon the arrival of a detachment of national troops from
Aspinwall, however, Aizpuru was forced to retire.

During the absence of the national forces from Aspinwall, another
insarrectionary movement was successfully made at that place under
the leadership of Prestan. On the 1st of April an encounter took place
between Prestan and the forces of the Government outside of Aspin-
wall, in which Prestan was defeated. During the conflict the city of
Aspinwall was set on fire by the insurgents and in great part destroyed.
Meantime Aizpuru succeeded in reoccupying Panama and the greater
portion of the Isthmus included along the line of the railroad, thereby
effectually blocking the transit of trains.

Under these circamstances it became evident that the occasion had
arisen for the enforcement of the rights secured to the United States
by the following clause of our treaty of 1846 with New Granada (United
States of Colombia): .

‘‘And, in order to secure to themselves the tranquil and constant enjoyment of these
advantages, and as an especial compensation for the said advantages, and for the
favors they had acquired by the fourth, fifth, and sixth articles of this treaty, the
United States guarantee, positively and efficaciously, to New Granada, by the present
stipnlation, the perfect nentrality of the Lefore-mentioned Isthmus, with the view
that the free transit from the one to the other sea may not be interrupted or embar-
rassed 1n any future time while this treaty exists; and in counseqnence, the United
States also guarantee, in the same mauner, the rights of sovereiguty and property
which New Granada has and possceses over the said territory.”

In order the more effectually to aiutain the rights of the United
States as defined by the treaty, the vessels of the North Atlantic squad-
rou under Rear-Admiral Jouett, with the exception of the Yantic, were
ordered to Aspinwall, where they arrived on April 10. Previously to
their arrival, the U. 8. S. “Galena,” which bad been lying off' the port,
had sent ashore a landing party of seamen for the purpose of protect.
ing American property at that point, while a landing party from the
U. 8. 8. “Shenandoah” was perforining a like service at Panama.
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In addition to the ships already sent to Aspinwall, the Department
promptly dispatched an expeditionary force from New York for the
special purpose of operating on shore. This force, consisting of about
750 seamen and marines, under the command of Commander B. H.
McOalla, and including three Gatling guns and three 3-inch rifled
guns, sailed from New York; the first detachment, comprising the
first battalion of marines, in the steamship City of Para, on April 3,
and the second, comprising the remainder of the force, in the steamship

"Acapulco, on April 7. The steamships arrived at Aspinwall on the
11th and 15th of April, respectively.

Immediately upon his arrival at Aspinwall, on the 10th of April,
Rear-Admiral Jouett issued orders for the landing of a force to open
the transit across the Isthmus. In accordance with these orders, gar-
risons were placed at Aspinwall and at Matachin, and the first detach-
ment of the expeditionary force from New York, immediately upon its
arrival out, was ordered to Panama.

Two armored cars also were fitted up and equipped with howitzers,
Gatlings, and Hotchkiss guns for patrol duty along tne line of the rail-
road. All these arrangements were completed on the 11th of April, and
on the 12th regular schedule trains were run over the road, and have
continued to run without further inteiruption.

Upon the airival of the Acapulco, on the 15th of April, the expe-
ditionary force relieved the detachment which had been landed trom
the squadron, and Commander McCalla, in accordance with the in-
structions of the Department and the orders of Rear Admiral Jouett,
assumed command of all the United States forces on shore. On the
218t of April the headquarters of the expeditionary force, together with
two companies of marines, were transferred from Aspinwall to Panama,
at that time occupied by Aizpuru, who waserecting barricades. to resist
the expected attack of the national troops, then on their way to the city.
As many of the persons composing Aizpuru’s force had takeu part in the
burning of Aspinwall, it was feared that a conflict at Panama might
there result in a similar disaster. Commander McCalla_therefore, on
the 24th, ordered up the garrison from Aspinwall, together with the
reserve battalipn of marines from the squadron, occupied the city;
arrested Aizpuru and other revolutionary leaders, and detained them
until a stipulation was signed that tighting should not take place nor
barricades be erected within the limits of the town.

On the evening of the day on which this agreement was executed (the
25th) our naval force was withdrawn to a position at the railroad depot
outside of the city, from which all the avenues of approach to Panama
could readily be occupied. On the 27th a landing party from the Iro-
quois, which had arrived off Panama the day previous, came ashore and

was quartered for the night at the railroad wharf.

On the 28th the national forces, under Colonels Montoya and Reyes,
arrived from Buenaventura, and the day after a conference took place
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between these officers, Aizpurn, and Rear-Admiral Jouett, which re-
sulted in the capitulation of the insurgent troops.

The re-establishment of the national authority having rendered the
presence of our expeditionary force no longer necessary, the greater
part of it returned to New York, where it arrived on the 16th of May,
and by the 25th of May all the United States forces had withdrawn
from the Isthmus.

The officers and men charged with restoration of the freedom of tran-
sit on.the Isthmus, in accordance with the provisions of the treaty of
1846, discharged their duty in a highly satisfactory manner. The action
of the Department was carefully confined to measures only as were nec-
essary to enforce treaty stipulations, every precaution being taken to
respect the autonomy of Colombia ; and our interference ceased the mo-
ment the object had been accomplished and the freedomn of transit had
been securely re-established. Among the results of these naval opera-
tions apon the Isthmus, by no means the least gratifying, has been the
establishment of still closer and more friendly relations with a sister
republic, while our commercial and other interests in Central America
have been strengthened, and an additional guarantee of security has

been given to the mercantile enterprise of Americans in this quarter.
It is largely for the purpose of protecting the mercantile marine and for
assisting its healthy development that the Navy exists; and there are
reasons for believing that its services on the Isthmus during the months

of April and May last will have important and tar-reaching consequences
in this direction.

THE ADDITIONAL NEW CRUISERS.

At its last session Congress authorized the construction of two addi-
tional cruisers and two gunboats, at an aggregate cost of not exceed-
ing $2,995,000. No appropriation for the armament of these ships was
made, the preparation of which requires at present a longer period than
would be probably employed in the construction of the ships.

Early in May last (anticipating the date when the appropriation
would become available, viz, July 1) it was decided to proceed, in ac-
cordance with the law, with the work incident to the construction of
the ships. The terms of the act provided:

And authority is hereby given for the construction of said four vessels at not ex-
ceeding the total cost for each above specified, in accordance with such final plan as
may be determined upon after a revision and reconsideration of all designs which
have been heretofore made, and in the manner and in conformity to the conditions
aud limitations provided for the construction of the new cruisers in the acts of Au-
gust 5, 1832, and of March 3, 1883, except so far as said acts provide for and define the

daties of the Naval Advisory Board.

One of the provisions of the act of 1882 directed the Secretary of the
Navy to invite, by public advertisement, the submission of plgns by
eugineers and mechanics of established reputation, naval constructors,
aud others, within a period, not less than sixty days, to be named. Some
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doubt was entertained by the Department as to whether this obligation
attached to the construction of these new vessels, but it was deemed
wise to solve it in favor of the public advertisement, and accordingly
such advertisement was made, the time for<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>