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.NOTE TO VOLUME II OF THE EDITION
OF 1898.

In the present edition of this work the second volume
has undergone important changes. Some new chapters
have been added, among them, Attack on the Wyo-
ming, Cruising against Slavers, and Sea Power in the
Civii War. Many items of minor importance have
been incorporated in the text, and some of the first
accounts of naval occurrences have been elaborated.

The author realizes that the history of our navy is
a subject of vast and rapidly increasing importance in
the estimation of the American people, and he would
be glad to receive any additional suggestions or items
of interest bearing on it, so that they may be used in
future editions. Our navy is pre-eminently a growing
navy, and a comprehensive record of it must neces-
sarily keep pace with its growth.

E. 8. M.
OLD FIELD POINT,
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May 1, 1898.
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CHAPTER I

WAR WITH ALGIERS,

MEeRTron has been made of England’s Mediterra-
nean policy, which was to encourage the Barbary
States in piracy, so that by paying them an annual
tribute and by the aid of her fleets her commerce was
freed from molestation while that of weaker maritime
nations was constantly exposed. In his Observations
on the Commerce of the American States Lord Shef-
field said : ‘‘The armed neutrality would be as hurtful
to the great maritime powers as the Barbary States are
useful. The Americans can not protect themselves
from the latter ; they can not pretend to a navy.” A
fair interpretation of these diplomatic words is given
by Smollett in his history when he says: ‘‘The exist-
ence of Algiers and other predatory states which en-
tirely subsist upon piracy and rapine, petty states of
barbarous ruffians, maintained, as it were, in the midst
of powerful nations, which they insult with impunity,
and of which they exact an annual contribution, is a
flagrant reproach upon Christendom ; a reproach the
greater, as it is founded upon a low, selfish, illiberal
maxim of policy.” By means of this policy Great
Britain secured a monopoly of the Mediterranean car-
rying trade, at that time the most important in the
world. r

But England was mistaken, as she has been on other
memorable occasions, as to the ability of the United
States to defend itself. After three years of bloody
war (1802-1805) we subdued the Barbary States and
secured privileges that were denied to European pow-

3



4 WAR WITH ALGIERS. 1812

ers, and in a short time the Yankee skipper was driv-
ing, “his diplomatic cousin” from the mercantile marts
of the world. It was not to be expected that the Eng-
lish merchant would look upon his American rival with
any degree of complacency, and he only awaited the
opportunity to ‘‘knife” the dangerous competitor.
The War of 1812 afforded this opportunity. The
United States needed all its energies in the struggle for
independence on the high seas, and, as the British
merchant rightly conjectured, could not look after its
interests in the Mediterranean. Immediately upon the
declaration of war British emissaries informed the Bar-
bary States that the United States as a maritime na-
tion would be swept from the face of the earth, that
its commerce would be annihilated, and that England
would consent to peace only upon the stipulation that
the United States forever afterward should build no
ship of war heavier than a frigate. Stimulated by this
assurance, and smarting under the punishment the
United States had given them in 1805, the Barbary
States assumed a hostile attitude.

No sooner had the Dey of Algiers learned of the
declaration of war than he hastened to pick a quarrel
with the American consul at Algiers, Tobias Lear. He
suddenly remembered that the Americans measured
time by the sun, while the Moors reckoned it by the
moon, and peremptorily demanded the difference in
tribute, which during the seventeen years the treaty
had existed amounted to about half a year, or twenty-
seven thousand dollars, in the Dey’s favor. In view of
the war with England, Mr. Lear acceded to the Dey’s
extortion ; and that potentate, relying upon the assur-
ance that the United States navy would be annihilated,
soon found another pretext for dissatisfaction. He
complained that the stores that were sent by the United
States in the sailing ship Alleghany, in lieu of tribute
money, were of inferior quality, and on the 25th of
July, 1812, he said that ‘‘the consul must depart in




1812. ALGIERS MAKES WAR. 5

the Alleghany, as he would not have a consul in his
regency who did not cause everything to be brought
exactly as he had ordered.”' About this time two
large ships laden with powder, shot, cables, anchors
and naval stores, sufficient to equip the entire Algerian
fleet, arrived at Algiers under the escort of an English
man-of-war—a present from the British Government.

The Dey lost no time in sending his corsairs out
in search of American merchant ships. Fortunately,
most of our traders, on learning of the probability of a
war with Great Britain, had sought places of safety, so
that only one vessel, the brig Edwin, of Salem, com-
manded by George Smith, was captured. She was
taken on the 25th of August, 1812, while running from
Malta to Gibraltar, and her commander and crew, ten
in all, were sold into slavery. The Dey’s buccaneers,
in their eagerness to enslave Americans, even boarded
a vessel sailing under Spanish colors, and took from
her a Mr. Pollard, of Virginia, and held him in bond-
age also. Tripoli and Tunis, on the assurance of British
agents that the United States navy would be swept
from the seas in less than six months, allowed four
prizes of the American privateer Abellino, which had
been sent into their ports, to be recaptured by British
cruisers. Our little navy was so occupied with its fight
against the mistress of the ocean that these outrages
could not be attended to immediately, but the Govern-
ment secretly sent an agent to Spain to act in behalf of
the friends of the captives and offered a ransom of three
thousand dollars for each of them. The Dey rejected
the offer, and defiantly expressed his determination of
increasing the number of captives before entering upon
negotiations.

English predictions relative to the United States,
from the 4th of July, 1776, to the present day, have been
an almost unbroken list of disappointments. The case

I Mr. Lear’s report to the Secretary of State, July 29, 1812,



6 WAR WITH ALGIERS. 1815,

in hand is one of them. When the British agent in-
formed the Dey of Algiers that ‘‘the American flag
would be swept from the seas, the contemptible navy
of the United States annihilated and its maritime arse-
nals reduced to a heap of ruins,” he had, apparently,
good grounds for that belief. That a navy of seven-
teen efficient vessels, mounting fewer than four hun-
dred and fifty guns, could exist in the face of a thou-
sand war ships carrying nearly twenty-eight thousand
guns, was indeed one of the marvels of naval history.
But at the close of that struggle the United States navy
had been increased to sixty-four vessels, mounting
more than fifteen hundred guns, while the officers and
crews had been trained in the severe school of war,
and bad developed into as fine a naval personnel as
over sailed the sea. They had humiliated the haugh-
tiest flag on the ocean with overwhelming disasters,
and, flushed with victory and confident in their prow-
ess, they were just in the humor for chastising the
insolent Turks of Algiers.

Five days after the treaty with England had been
proclaimed, or February 23, 1815, the President of
the United States recommended that war be declared
against Algiers. Two squadrons under the orders of
Captain William Bainbridge were detailed on this serv-
ice, the first assembling at Boston, and the second,
commanded by Captain Stephen Decatur, at New

York. It was a striking proof of the confidence the
Government had in Captain Decatur, and how little it
held him accountable for the loss of the President,
that he was placed in this important command while
the court-martial was still investigating the capture of
his ship.

The squadron collected at New York was the first
to get under way, sailing May 20th, and having on
board William Shaler, consul general to the Barbary
States, who, with Captains Bainbridge and Decatur, had
full power to wage war or negotiate peace. The New
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York squadron consisted of the 44-gun frigate Guer-
riére, Captain Stephen Decatur; the 38-gun frigate
Macedonian, Captain Jacob Jones ; the 36-gun frigate
Constellation, Captain Charles Gordon; the 18-gun
sloop of war EHpervier, Master-Commandant John
Downes ; the 18-gun sloop of war Onfario, Master-
Commandant Jesse D. Elliott ; the 12-gun brig Fire-
J%, Lieutenant George W. Rodgers; the 12-gun brig
Flambeau, Lieutenant John B. Nicholson ; the 12-gun
brig Spark, Lieutnant Gamble; the 10-gun schooner
Spitfire, Lieutenant A. J. Dallas; and the 10-gun
schooner 7Zorch, Lieutenant Wolcott Chauncey ; total,
ten vessels, mounting two hundred and ten guns. At
the request of Captain Decatur, all the surviving offi-
cers and men who had served under him in the Ckesa-
peake, the United States and the President were per-
mitted to sail in the Guerriére, and nearly all availed
themselves of the opportunity.

It was no contemptible foe that the American fleet
was directed against. The Algerian navy alone con-
sisted of five frigates, six sloops of war, and one
schooner ; in all, twelve vessels, carrying three hundred
and sixty guns—more than fifty per cent stronger than
Decatur’'s squadron. Their frigates carried 18- and 12-
pounders, while their sloops were armed with 12-, 9-
and 6-pounders. Their vessels were well equipped and
manned, and their crews were thoroughly trained in
modern warfare. The Algerian admiral, Rais Hammida,
was the terror of the Mediterranean. He came from
the fierce race of Kabyle mountaineers, who routed
with great slaughter the French army under General
Trezel, and again defeated the French under General
Valée. Hammida had risen from the lowest to the
highest place in the Algerian navy. It was he who
captured, by boarding in broad daylight, a Portuguese
frigate within sight of Gibraltar, and again, in 1810,
with three frigates, boldly offered battle to a Portu-
guese ship of the line and three frigates off the Rock
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of Lisbon. Soon afterward he captured a Tunisian
frigate, under the command of an admiral, in single-
ship action.
Comparative forces.
American fleet : 10 vessels, mounting 210 guns.
Algerian fleet : 12 vessels, mounting 360 guns.

Besides this formidable naval force, the city of Al-
giers itself was strongly fortified. It was built on the
slope of a hill in the shape of a triangle, the base of
which, a mile long, fronted the sea, while the sides rose
like a pyramid, the apex being crowned by the casbah
—the ancient citadel of the deys—five hundred feet
above sea level. The harbor, formed by an artificial
mole, was defended by double and triple rows of heavy
batteries, mounting two hundred and twenty guns.
The town was protected by walls of immense thickness
and mounted heavy guns, so that over five hundred
pieces of ordnance bore upon the maritime approaches
of the place. So strong were the defenses of this city
that in the following year (1816), when England was
compelled to act against the Barbary States, five ships
of the line, five frigates, four bomb ketches and five
gun brigs were deemed by the Lords of the Admiralty
too small a force to send against it, while Lord Nelson,
in a conversation with Captain Brisbane, mentioned
twenty-five ships of the line as a requisite force.!

When a few days out Decatur’s squadron encoun-
tered a violent gale, in which the F%refly sprung her
masts and she was compelled to return to port. After-
ward she joined Captain Bainbridge’s squadron and
went with it to the Mediterranean. The other vessels
of Decatur’s squadron continued on their course for the
Azores. As the ships approached the coast of Portu-
gal a careful lookout was maintained. Every sail was
spoken to, and every inquiry made that might lead to
the discovery of the Algerian squadron, which, it was

! Life of Lord Exmouth, p. 809,
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thought, might be cruising in the Atlantic for American
merchantmen. Finding no traces of the enemy, Cap-
tain Decatur approached Cadiz to ascertain if Rais
Hammida had passed the Straits of Gibraltar. Not
wishing to make known the presence of an American
naval force in these waters, he did not enter the port,
but communicated with our consul by boat. It was
learned that an Algerian squadron, consisting of three
frigates and several smaller vessels, had been cruising
in the Atlantic, but it was believed that it had passed
into the Mediterranean. 8till being in doubt as to the
admiral’s whereabouts, and wishing to take him by
surprise, Captain Decatur arrived off Tangier June
16th, and from our consul at that port learned that
Rais Hammida but two days before had passed the
straits in the 46-gun frigate Maskouda, mounting 18-
and 12-pounders, and was sailing up the Mediterranean
with the intention of touching at Carthagena. Satisfied
that he was on the right track, Decatur immediately
headed for Gibraltar, where he anchored on the same
day and learned that the Algerian ships had hove to
off Cape Gata, waiting for a tribute of half a million
dollars which Spain was to pay for the continuation
of peace.

Scarcely had the American squadron arrived at
Gibraltar when a dispatch boat was observed getting
under way, and upon inquiry it was found that it was
making for Cape Gata to notify Rais Hammida of the
presence of an American squadron. Soon afterward
other boats were seen making off in the direction of Al-
giers, evidently for the purpose of warning the Dey.
Well knowing how easily the Moorish ships could
elude him by running into some neutral port should
they be warned of their danger, Captain Decatur
promptly made sail again, hoping to come upon the
admiral before the swift dispatch boats could reach
him, and with a fair breeze the American ships stood
up the Mediterranean. On the following night (June
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16th) the Macedonian and the brigs were sent in chase
of several sails that were descried inshore, so that by
daylight the squadron had become widely scattered.
In the early dawn of the 17th, when the vessels were
nearly abreast of Cape Gata, twenty miles from land,
the Constellation discovered a large ship flying the
flag of the grand admiral, and Captain Gordon sig-
naled ‘‘ An enemy to the southeast.” Every precaution
was taken to conceal the nationality of the American
ships, as the Algerian had several miles the start and
was within thirty hours of Algiers. Accordingly the
Constellation was ordered back to her position on the
beam of the flagship, while the other vessels quietly
hauled up toward the unsuspecting Moor. The stranger
was soon made out to be a frigate headed toward the
African coast, lying to under her three topsails, with

Desert of Barca 'Alexandria

Scene of the naval operations in the Mediterranean in 1815.

the maintopsail to the mast, evidently waiting for some
communication from the shore. Master-Commandant
Lewis asked permission to make sail and chase, but
Decatur rightly conjectured that the news of his arrival
in the Mediterranean had not reached the Algerian, so
he gave the signal, ““Do nothing to excite suspicion,”
and continued to bear down on the Moor.

In this manner the ships gradually drew near, care-
fully concealing all signs of hostility, as it was thought
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that they would be taken fora British squadron. While
they were still a mile from the chase, the Constellation,
by some mistake of a quartermaster, hoisted American
colors. To counteract this the Guerriére and all the
other vessels showed English flags. But the mischief
had been done. In an instant the Moor’s rigging was
swarming with men, and in an incredibly short time
she was under a cloud of canvas and headed for Algiers.
‘‘Quicker work,” remarked a spectator, ‘‘ was never
done by better seamen.” The rigging of the American
cruisers was now also alive with activity. Men were
running up the shrouds and swinging out on the yards
from dizzy heights ; orders were shouted from the quar-
ter-deck to be echoed by the shrill piping of the boat-
swain’s whistle ; all was hurry and seeming confusion—
a startling contrast to the quiet that had pervaded the
squadron but a moment before. Soon the great frigates
were bowing under mountains of white canvas, the
noise and confusion had subsided as suddenly as it
arose, and the silence on their decks was disturbed only
by the waves which, hurled back from the bows, dashed
themselves against the sides of the ship. Every sail
that would hold the wind was set, for Decatur feared
that the Moor might elude him in the coming night, or
gain a neutral port. The Constellation, being the south-
ernmost ship in the squadron and nearest to the enemy,
soon opened fire at long range, and several of her shot
were seen to fall aboard the chase. Finding that he
could not escape on this tack, the Moor suddenly came
about and headed northeast, with a view of running
into Carthagena. The pursuing ships promptly fol-
lowed the manceuvre, and the change brought the On-
tario into such a position that she was obliged to cross
the enemy’s course about a quarter of a mile distant.
But the Guerriére, passing between the Constellation
and the Epervier, bore down to close.

As the American flagship came within range the
Tarks opened fire, and the musketry soon became ef-
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fective, wounding a man at the Guerriére’s wheel and
injuring several others. Decatur, however, reserved
his fire until his ship just cleared the enemy’s yard-
arms, when he poured in a full broadside. The havoc
among the Algerians was awful. Their admiral, Rais
Hammida, who had been wounded by a shot from the
Constellation and refused to go below, and was resting
on a couch on the quarter-deck, animating his men,
was literally cut in two by a 42-pound shot. The Guer-
riére’s men coolly loaded again, and before the smoke
had cleared away they poured in a second broadside.
At this second fire one of her main-deck guns burst,
shattering the spar deck above and killed three men
and wounded seventeen.

No signal of surrender had yet been made by the
Turks, but a few of their men in the tops bravely re-
mained at their posts and continued the action until
shot down by American marines. Not wishing to shed
blood unnecessarily, Decatur passed ahead and took a
position off the enemy’s bow, where he was out of range.
Availing themselves of this, the Mussulmans put their
helm up and endeavored to escape. This mancuvre
placed the little 18-gun brig Bpervier directly in the
course of the huge Algerian ; but, instead of getting out
of the way, Master-Commandant Downes boldly opened
his puny broadsides and took a position under the frig-
ate’s cabin ports, so that by skillfully backing and fill-
ing away he avoided a collision, and at the same time
poured in nine broadsides, which compelled the enemy,
after a running action of twenty-five minutes, to sur-
render. Decatur afterward remarked that he had
never seen a vessel more skillfully handled, nor so heavy
a fire kept up from one so small. The Guerriére now
took possession, while Master-Commandant Lewis and
Midshipmen Howell and Hoffman went aboard with
the prize crew. The Mashouda had been severely cut’
up, and her decks presented a dreadful scene. Splashes
of blood, fragments of the human body, pieces of torn
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clothing and the general débris of battle were seen on
all sides. Thirty out of a crew of four hundred and
thirty-six men were killed or wounded, while four hun-
dred and six prisoners were taken. The Guerriére’s loss
from the enemy’s fire was three killed and eleven
wounded.

In the afternoon after the capture Captain Decatur
made a signal for all the officers of the squadron to
come aboard the flagship. On being conducted to his
cabin they found the table covered with Turkish dag-
gers, scimiters, yataghans and pistols. Turning to
Master-Commandant Downes, Captain Decatur said :
‘“As you were fortunate in obtaining a favorable posi-
tion and maintained it so handsomely, you shall have
the first choice of these weapons.” Each of the other
officers selected some memento of the fight, in the order
of their rank. The Maskouda was sent to Carthagena
under the escort of the Macedonian, while the remain-
der of the squadron, after taking prisoners aboard, set
out in search of the other Algerian vessels, which were
thought to be in the vicinity.

On the 19th of June, while they were approaching
Cape Palos, a suspicious brig was sighted, and the
American ships immediately gave chase, while the
stranger made every effort to get away. After a hard
run of three hours the brig suddenly ran into shoal
water, where the frigates could not follow, but the
Epervier, the Spark, the Torch and the Spitfire con-
tinued the pursuit and soon opened fire. Upon this
the brig, still keeping up a running fire, ran ashore be-
tween the towers of Estacio and Albufera (which had
been erected on the coast for the purpose of observing
the approach of Barbary pirates in their kidnaping
expeditions), and the Moors took to their boats, one of
which was sunk by shot from the pursuing vessels.
The Americans took possession and secured eighty-
three prisoners. The prize proved to be the Algerian
22-gun brig Estido, with a crew of one hundred and
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eighty men, twenty-three of whom were found dead on
her decks. The prize was floated off and sent with the
prisoners into Carthagena.

Captain Decatur, supposing that the remaining Al-
gerian vessels would make for Algiers, determined to
sail for that port in the hope of cutting them off. A
council of the officers was called, which resolved that
this was the time for securing a treaty with the Dey,
and it was decided to blockade the squadron and bom-
bard the town if he failed to come to terms. On the
28th of June the squadron appeared before Algiers,
and on the following morning the Guerriére displayed
a white flag at the fore and Swedish colorsat the main—
a signal for the Swedish consul, Mr. Norderling, to
come aboard. About noon the consul arrived, accom-
panied by the Algerian captain of the port. Decatur
asked the latter what had become of the Algerian
squadron, to which the port captain replied, ‘‘ By this
time it is safe in some neutral port.”’ ¢ Not the whole
of it,” responded Decatur, ¢ for we have captured the
Mashouda and the KEstido.” The Moor discredited
the information, until a lieutenant of the Mashouda,
emaciated and weak from his wounds, stepped forward
and confirmed the news. Greatly affected, and trem-
bling for the remainder of the squadron, the Moor inti-
mated that peace might be negotiated, and inquired

what terms were demanded. A letter from the Presi- .

dent of the United States to the Dey was handed to
him, in which the only conditions of peace were the
absolute relinquishment of all claim to tribute in the
future and a guarantee that American commerce would
not be molested by Algerian corsairs. The captain of
the port suggested that the commissioners should land
according to custom, and then enter upon the negoti-
ations, but as his real object was to gain time this was
promptly rejected, and Decatur insisted that the treaty
be negotiated on board the Guerriére or not at alk. ‘The
Moor then went ashore to convey the newe to kis master.
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On the following day, June 30th, the captain of the
port boarded the Guerriére with full powers to nego-
tiate. Decatur had determined to strike a mortal blow
at their system of piracy, and he gave as the only terms
that all Americans in the possession of Algiers be given
up without ransom, all their effects (which long since
had been distributed) be made good in money, Chris- -
tians escaping to American vessels should not be re-
turned, the sum of ten thousand dollars should be paid
to the owners of the Hdwin, and from this time the re-
lations between the two nations be precisely the same
as those between all civilized nations. The Moor urged
that it was not the present Dey who had declared war
against the United States, but Hadji Ali, who for his
great cruelty had been surnamed the ¢ Tiger,” and
that he had been assassinated March 23d, and his Prime
Minister, who had succeeded him, had been murdered
April 18th ; that Omar Pasha, the present Dey, who
for his great courage had won the title of ‘Omar the
Terrible,” had no agency in the war and was not ac-
countable for the acts of his predecessors. But Decatur
was inexorable. The Algerian captain requested that
a truce might be declared until he could lay the terms
before the Dey, but this also was denied. He then
asked for a truce of three hours, but Decatur replied :
‘“Not a minute! If your squadron appears before the
treaty is actually signed by the Dey, and before the
American prisoners are sent aboard, I will capture it.”
In great trepidation the Moor hastened ashore, and it
was understood that if his boat was observed returning
to the Guerriére with a white flag in the bow it meant
that the Dey had acceded to the terms.

When he had been absent about an hour an Al-
gerian ship of war was discovered approaching from
the east. It was filled with Turkish soldiers from Tunis.
Decatur promptly ordered his vessels to be cleared for
action, and, laying his Turkish scimiter and pistols on
the capstan of the Guerriére, he called the men aft and
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addressed them in his usual hearty style. But before
the vessels could fairly get under way the port captain’s
boat was observed pulling energetically from the shore
with a white flag in her bow. Somewhat vexed, Decatur
waited for it, and when it was within hailing distance
asked if the treaty had been signed and the prisoners
released. He was answered in the affirmative, and soon
the boat ran alongside and the captives were brought
aboard. Itwas a pitiful sight to see these men, wasted
and emaciated by their years of bondage, greeting their
fellow-countrymen. Some of them lovingly kissed the
American colors, others wept for joy, and some gave
thanks to the Almighty for the unexpected deliverance.

In less than sixteen days from the time the squadron
arrived on.the scene of trouble a more advantageous
treaty than had ever been made with a foreign power
had been signed by the Dey, and all the demands of
the American Government were complied with. After
signing the treaty the Dey’s Prime Minister reproach-
fully said to the British consul: ‘ You told us that the
Americans would be swept from the seas in six months
by your navy, and now they make war upon us with
some of your own vessels which they have taken.” The
vessels referred to were the Macedonian, the Epervier
and the (new) Guerriére.

The Epervier, Lieutenant John Templer Shubrick,
was now sent to the United States with a copy of the
treaty and the ten liberated captives. The little brig
passed the Straits of Gibraltar on the 12th of July and
never was heard from again. A vessel answering to her
description was seen by the British West India fleet
during a heavy gale, and as several of the merchantmen
foundered in that storm it was thought possible that
the Epervier might have been in collision with some of
them. On board the lost man-of-war were Captain
Lewis and Lieutenant Neale, who had married sisters
on the eve of their departure for the Mediterranean and
were now returning after the successful termination of
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the war. Lieutenant Yarnell (who had distinguished
himself in the battle of Lake Erie) and Lieutenant
Drury also were aboard. Midshipman Josiah Tattnall,
afterward commander of the celebrated Merrimac, was
in the HEpervier just before she sailed on her fatal voy-
age, but exchanged places with a brother officer in the
Constellation who was desirous of returning home.
Captain Decatur now gave his attention to Tunis
and Tripoli, which regencies had allowed the prizes of
the American privateer Abellino to be seized by British
cruisers. These towns also were strongly fortified and
had a considerable naval force. The American squad-
ron anchored before Tunis on the 26th of July, and
with his usual promptness Captain Decatur informed
the Bey that only twelve hours would be allowed him
in which to pay forty-six thousand dollars for allow-
ing the seizure of the Abellino’s prizes by the British
cruiser Lyra. Mordecai M. Noah, United States con-
sul at that place, who conveyed the terms of the treaty
to the Bey, describes the interview: ¢ ‘Tell your ad-
miral to come and see me,’ said the Bey. ¢He declines
coming, your Highness, until these disputes are settled,
which are best done on board the ship.’ ‘But this is
not treating me with becoming dignity. Hammuda
Pasha, of blessed memory, commanded them to land
and wait at the palace until he was pleased to receive
them.” ‘Very likely, Your Highness, but that was
twenty years ago.” After a pause the Bey exclaimed :
‘I know this admiral ; he is the same one who, in the
war with Sidi Jusef, of Trablis, burned the frigate’ [the
Philadelphial. ‘The same.’ ‘Hum! Why do they
send wild young men to treat for peace with old pow-
ers? Then, you Americans do not speak the truth.
You went to war with England, a nation with a great
fleet, and said you took her frigates in equal fight.
Honest people always speak the truth.” ¢ Well, sir, and
that was true. Do you see that tall ship in the bay fly-
~ ingablue flag? Itis the Guerriére, taken from the Brit-
47 '
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ish. That one near the small island, the Wacedonian,
was also captured by Decatur on equal terms. The
sloop near Cape Carthage, the Peacock, was also taken
in battle.’ The Bey laid down the telescope, reposed
on his cushions, and, with a small tortoise-shell comb
set with diamonds, combed his beard. A small vessel
got under way and came near the batteries ; a pinnace
with a few men rowed toward the harbor, and a man
dressed in the garb of a sailor was taking soundings.
It was Decatur.”

The Bey decided to accept the terms, and afterward
received Decatur with every mark of respect. A brother
of the Prime Minister brought the money, and, turning
angrily upon the British consul, said: ‘“You see, sir,
what Tunis is obliged to pay for your insolence. You
should feel ashamed of the disgrace you have brought
upon us. I ask you if you think it just,first to violate
our neutrality and then leave us to be destroyed or pay
for your aggressions?”’

From this port Decatur proceeded to Tripoli, where
he dropped anchor on the 6th of August, and with his
usual straightforwardness came to the object of his
mission. His terms with the Bashaw were thirty thou-
sand dollars for the two prizes of the Abellino seized by
the British cruiser Paulina, a salute of thirty-one guns
from the Bashaw’s castle to the flag at the American
consulate, and that the negotiations take place in the
Guerriére. At first the Bashaw put on a bold front,
and, assembling his twenty thousand Arabs, manned
his batteries and threatened to declare war ; but when
he heard of the treatment Algiers and Tunis had re-
ceived he promptly changed his demeanor, the more
speedily when he observed the American squadron
making preparations to renew the scenes of the bom-
bardment of 1804. The Governor of Tripoli boarded
the Querriére with full power to negotiate. On the
assurance of the American consul that twenty-five
thousand dollars would cover the loss of the prizes,
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Decatur consented to this reduction, provided that
ten Christians held by the Bashaw as slaves be re-
leased. ‘‘Two of these slaves were Danish youths,
countrymen of the worthy Mr. Nissen, who had been
so indefatigable in exercising kind offices toward the
officers of the Philadelphia while they were captives
in Tripoli. The others were Sicilians, being a gentle-
man with his wife and children who had been captured
together and involved in one common misfortune.’’!
These conditions having been acceded to by the Bashaw
and the money handed over, the Guerriére’s band was
landed, and treated the natives to a purely American
rendering of ‘¢ Hail, Columbia ! ”

Having adjusted the difficulties with the Barbary
States in true man-of-war style, Decatur sailed for
Sicily and landed the captives, and the rest of the
squadron made for Gibraltar. While the Guerriére
was beating down the coast from Carthagena alone,
against a moderate breeze, she met the remainder of
the Algerian squadron, which had put into Malta.
Fearing that the treacherous Moors might be tempted
to renew hostilities under such favorable circumstances,
Captain Decatur cleared for action, and, collecting his
crew on the quarter-deck, addressed them as follows:
“ My lads, those fellows are approaching us in a threat-
ening manner. We have whipped them into a treaty,
and if the treaty is to be broken let them break it. Be
careful of yourselves. Let any man fire without orders
at the peril of his life. But let them fire first if they
will, and we’ll take the whole of them.” The crew was
sent back to quarters and all was expectation and
gilence, while care was taken not to approach too near
the primed and leveled guns, lest they might be ac-
cidentally discharged. On came the Algerian ships in
line of battle, seven in all—four frigates and three
sloops. They passed close to the Guerriére in ominous

1 Mackenzie's Life of Decatur, p. 278.
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silence, until their last ship, the admiral’s, drew near
and hailed, ‘‘Dove andante ?’’ (Where are you going ?)
To this Decatur defiantly, replied ‘‘Dove mi piace”
(Where it pleases me). Nothing followed this gruff re-
tort, and the ships continued on their courses.

On the 6th of October Captain Decatur’s squadron
assembled at Gibraltar, where it found the vessels
under Captain Bainbridge: the 74-gun ship of the line
Independence, the 44-gun frigate United States, the
86-gun frigate Congress, the 18-gun sloop of war Erie,
the 16-gun brig Bozer, the 16-gun brig Chippewa, the
16-gun brig Saranac, the 12-gun schooner Enlerprise,
the 12-gun brig Fire¢fly and the 5-gun sloop Lyna.
The imposing appearance presented by the two squad-
rons united at England’s impregnable stronghold so
soon after the cessation of hostilities occasioned no lit-
tle chagrin in the British garrison, and caused some
merriment among the Spanish and foreign residents.
They took delight in pointing out the Guerriére, the
Macedonian, the Bpervier and the Bozer—names long
associated with Britishnaval supremacy, but now calmly
flying American colors under the frowning Rock of Gib-
raltar and before the sullen faces of its garrison.. The
frequent recurrence of such names as Java, Erie, Cham-
plain, Peacock, Ontario, Penguin, Frolic, Reindeer,
Avon, Cyane and Levant, gave rise to much ill feeling
and brought about several duels. English officials had
circulated a report that the Americans were not allowed
to build ships of the line, but the appearance of the
noble Independence contradicted them.

It was not to be expected that the Dey of Algiers,
on reflection, would calmly submit to the unusual con-
ditions of his American treaty without many regrets.
Some of the consuls of European nations at Algiers also
were mortified at the affair, and encouraged the Dey in
the belief that ‘it was disgraceful to the Faithful to
humble themselves before Christian dogs” in this man-
ner. Thediscontent of the Dey was further increased by
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the treaty that he succeeded in megotiating with Lord
Exmouth, shortly after Decatur’s squadron left Algiers.
Notwithstanding the fact that the British squadron
consisted of six line of battle ships, two frigates, three
sloops of war, a bomb ship and several transports, he
consented to pay nearly.four hundred thousand dollars
for twelve thousand Neapolitan and Sardinian captives.
Encouraged by this ‘‘diplomatic victory’’ over Lord
Exmouth, the Dey became bolder, and on the departure
of the English ships, the American consul, William Sha-
ler, had an audience with the Dey and gave him the
copy of Decatur’s treaty that had been ratified by the
Senate and was brought out in the Jaoa, Captain Oliver
Hazard Perry. The Dey affected not to understand
why it was necessary to ‘“ratify” a treaty, and said he
believed it to be unsatisfactory to the United States
Government. He was indignant because a brig cap-
tared by Captain Decatur on the coast of Spain within
the three-mile limit had been delivered up to the Span-
ish authorities. The Dey abruptly terminated the con-
ference by remarking that the Americans ‘‘were un-
worthy of his confidence.” The next day he refnsed
to hold another audience with Mr. Shaler, and referred
him to the vizier, who returned the ratified treaty with
insulting expressions, upon which Mr. Shaler hauled
down his flag and went aboard the Java. In antici-
pation of some trouble of this sort a squadron had
been collected off Algiers: the 44-gun frigate Unifed
States, Captain John Shaw ; the 36-gun frigate Constel-
lation Captain Charles Gordon ; the 44-gun frigate Java ;
the 18-gun sloop of war Hrie, Master-Commandant
William Crane; the 18-gun sloop of war Onfario, Mas-
ter-Commandant John Downes. This squadron sailed
from Port Mahon early in April and arrived before Al-
giers on the 8th of April. When the Americans heard
of the action of the Dey they drew up their squadron
in a position to bombard the Algerian war ships at the
mole. Arrangements also were made for a night at-
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tack. All the boats in the squadron, with twelve hun-
dred volunteers, were divided into two flotillas, one of
which was to attack the water battery and spike the
guns while the other was to carry the land batteries.
Ladders were prepared for scaling the walls, and cut-
lasses and boarding-pikes were sharpened. Captain
Gordon was to command the expedition, and Captain
Perry to be second in command. But on the night the
attack was to be made the commander of a French
frigate discovered the preparations and informed the
Dey, who became so alarmed that he quickly came to
terms, with renewed expressions of friendship, and the
treaty was formally signed.

From Algiers the squadron visited Tripoli, Syra-
cuse, Messina and Palermo. At the latter port it was
learned that the Bey of Tunis also was dissatisfied
with the conditions of Decatur’s treaty, and on the 18th
of June the squadron appeared at that port, upon
which the Bey retracted his warlike utterances. The
United States, the Constellation, the Hrie and the
Ontario, under the command of Captain Shaw, were
now detailed for the Mediterranean squadron, while
the remainder of the American fleet sailed for America
in October. Shortly afterward the 74-gun ship of the
line Washington, Captain Isaac Chauncey, arrived at
Gibraltar and became the flagship of the squadron.




CHAPTER IL
SUPPRESSION OF PIRAOY.

THE success of the United States in securing its in-
dependence of Great Britain encouraged the Spanish
colonies in America to throw off the yoke of the mother
country, and a long series of bloody wars followed.
The process of revolutionizing governments, at best, is
generally attended by acts of violence, and when un-
dertaken by the ignorant and depraved people of the
Spanish-American colonies it led to rapine and piracy.
When the standard of rebellion was raised in these
provinces adventurers and outlaws from many coun-
tries flocked to it, ostensibly to serve against Spain, but
in reality attracted by the prospects of plunder.

Shortly after the second war between the United
States and Great Britain the republics of Buenos
Ayres and Venezuela commissioned swift-sailing ves-
sels, manned by twenty-five to one hundred men, as
privateers to prey on Spanish merchantmen. It was
not long before these ships began to plunder vessels of
neutral nations, and, as their first acts of violence were
not promptly checked, piracy soon spread to an alarm-
ing extent. Like their confréres of the preceding cen-
tury, who began their depredations with prayer, these
‘“patriots afloat” at first went to sea with a religious
benediction and were denominated ‘‘Brethren of the
Coast.”” Piracy became so lucrative that the farmers
and salt-makers living near the sea abandoned their
calling and took to buccaneering. Concealing their
boats and schooners in creeks and coves, they attacked
unsuspecting merchantmen, plundered the vessels, and

23
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after murdering the crews or setting them adrift, as the
exigencies of the occasion required, they returned to
their homes. If a man-of-war visited the scene of out-
rage, or the civil authorities made an investigation, the
buccaneers suddenly resumed their original vocation,
and in this guise gave false information. It was not
long before the piratés had organized themselves into a
secret service, by means of which messages as to the
movements of cruisers and merchantmen were sent
along the coast in an incredibly short time. The local
authorities and some of the high officials connived at
the nefarious practice, while many merchants in the
large cities boldly announced that they dealt exten-
sively in goods ‘‘at a peculiarly low figure.”” Although
not every instance of piracy was attended by murder,
" yet there were many cases of wanton cruelty and cold-
blooded butchery that the cheap novels have failed to
exaggerate. A drifting hulk, with strong boxes broken
open, the hold plundered, and here and there splashes
of blood on the cabin furniture or bulwarks, and putre-
fying corpses scattered about the decks covered with
sea birds feeding on the carrion, were the unmistakable
evidences of their work.

The Government of the United States was anxious
to maintain friendly relations with the republics of
Buenos Ayres and Venezuela, which it had been the
first to recognize, but at the same time reports of out-
rages on American merchantmen continued to come in
with alarming frequency, and in 1819 Captain Oliver
Hazard Perry was called upon to perform the delicate
task of putting a stop to piracy while still retaining the
good will of these republics. The Jokn Adams, flag-
ship, the Constellation, Master-Commandant Alexander
Scammell Wadsworth, and the Nonsuchk, Lieutenant
Alexander Claxton, were detailed for this duty. The
" principal point to be obtained from the Venezuelan
Government was a complete list and description of all
the privateers it had commissioned, so that American

*
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cruisers would have less difficulty in distinguishing the
miscreants. Captain Perry arrived at the mouth of the
Orinoco River, July 15, 1819, and as there were only
sixteen feet of water on the bar he shifted his flag to
the Nonsuch and began the ascent of the river. He
describes this journey in his private journal as follows:
““The sun, as soon as it shows itself in the morning,
strikes almost through you. Mosqgnitoes, sand flies and
gnats cover you, and as the sun gets up higher it be-
comes entirely calm, and the rays pour down a heat
that is insufferable. The fever that it creates, together
with the irritation caused by the insects, produces a
thirst which is insatiable, to quench which we drink
water at a temperature of eighty-two degrees. About
four o’clock in the afternoon a rain squall, accompanied
by a little wind, generally takes place. It might be
supposed that this would cool the air, but not so, for
the steam which arises as soon as the sun comes out
makes the heat still more intolerable. At length night
approaches, and we go close inshore and anchor. Myr-
iads of mosquitoes and gnats come off to the vessel and
compel us to sit over strong smoke created by burning
oakum and tar, rather than endure their terrible stings,
until, wearied and exhausted, we go to bed to endure
new torments. Shut up in the berth of a small cabin,
if there is any air stirring not a breath of it can reach
us. The mosquitoes, more persevering, follow us and
annoy us the whole night by their noise and bites, un-
til, almost mad with the heat and pain, we rise to go
through the same troubles the next day.”

On reaching Angostura, three hundred miles up the
river, July 26th, Captain Perry asked for the list of
commissioned privateers, and said that the American
schooner Brutus, commanded by Nicholas Joly, had
been illegally condemned and sold in a Venezuelan
port. President Bolivar being away with the army,
Vice-President Don Antonio Francisco Zea gave the
American officer an audience and promised to furnish
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the desired information in a few days. At that time the
town was afflicted with fever, and two Englishmen, liv-
ing in the house with Captain Perry, died from it. The
crew of the Nonsuck became sickly, while the creoles
were dying almost every day. The surgeon of the
Nonsuch also was taken down with the fever. But
still Perry remained in the plague-stricken place day
after day, waiting for an answer to his communications.
The natives of the place were opposed to the Americans
and friendly to the English, and paragraphs from Eng-
lish papers hostile to the United States were trans-
lated and printed. On the 11th of August Captain
Perry received an official reply to his demand, in which
indemnity was promised. The Vice-President urged
him to remain until August 14th, in order to attend a
dinner to be given in his honor in the name of the Gov-
ernment. In spite of the danger, Captain Perry deemed
it his duty to remain in the fever-stricken place, as he
feared a refusal might give offense.

He sailed from Angostura on the 15th, and on the
night of the 17th reached the bar, where he was detained
by a strong southwest breeze. During the night occa-
sional dashes of spray fell over the Nonsuck, and, de-
scending the companionway, fell on Captain Perry, who
was sleeping in his berth, but did not arouse him. At
four o’clock in the morning he awoke with a chill, and
it was not long before he showed all the symptoms of the
dreaded fever, and on the 24th of August he died aboard
ship just as the Vonsuck reached Port of Spain, Trini-
dad. It happened that many of the officers and men of
the British regiment stationed at this place had served
in the battle of Lake Erie and entertained the highest
respect for Captain Perry, and remembered his kind-
nesses to them when they were his prisoners. When
it was known that he was about to visit Trinidad, ex-
tensive preparations were made to give him a cordial
reception ; and when the dead body of the American
commander was brought ashore the preparations for




1821, CRUISING FOR PIRATES. 27

festivity were changed into mourning. Captain Perry
was buried with the highest civic and military honots,
Sir Ralph Woodford, the governor, attending the fune-
ral with his entire suite. Perry’s body afterward was
removed to Newport, R. 1!

It was not until 1821 that plracy became so general
in the West Indies as to compel the United States Gov-
ernment to take vigorous measures against it. In the
autumn of this year the following vessels were detailed
for service in the West Indies The 18-gun sloop of
war Hornet, Master-Commandant Robert Henley ;
the 12-gun brig ZEnferprise, Lieutenant Lawrence
Kearny ; the 12-gun brig Spark; the 12-gun schooner
Shark ; the 12-gun schooner Porpoise, Lieutenant
James Ramage ; the 12-gun schooner Grampus, Lieu-
tenant Francis Hoyt Gregory; and three gunboats.
Considering the extent to which piracy had grown, the
innumerable hiding places in which the marauders
could conceal themselves and the facilities offered by
the officials, it could not be expected that this force
would accomplish much. Yet great activity was dis-
played by the commanders of these vessels, and Lieu-
tenant Kearny, while cruising off Cape Antonio, Octo-
ber 16th, came upon four piratical craft in the act of
plundering three American merchantmen. As the ves-
sels were close inshore, where there was not enough
water for the Enterprise to follow, Lieutenant Kearny
promptly manned five boats and sent them to the res-
cue. On the approach of the Americans the bucca-
neers, after setting fire to two of the schooners, made
sail to escape. Two of their schooners and one sloop,

having about forty men aboard, were captured and .

taken to Charleston. A month later Lieutenant Kearny
destroyed a resort of the pirates near Cape Antonio,

1 On November 16, 1825, Thomas Macdonough, the hero of the battle
of Lake Champlain, died at sea, ten days out from @ibraltar, homeward
bound. After the War of 1812 he was active in the service, and had just
been relieved of the command of the Mediterranean squadron when he died,
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and on the 21st of December he captured a piratical
schooner, but its crew of twenty-five men escaped.
‘While in the vicinity of this place the FEnlerprise, on
the 6th of March, 1822, captured four barges and
three launches with one hundred and sixty men. In
the meantime, October 29, 1821, Master-Commandant
Robert Henley, in the Hornet, captured the schooner
Moscow, which he sent into Norfolk ; and on the 17th of
January, 1822, a boat party of forty men under Lieuten-
ant James Freeman Curtis, of the Porpoise, captured
a piratical schooner. Manning the prize, Curtis pro-
ceeded some ten miles down the coast and captured in
handsome style the principal rendezvous of the pirates,
making three prisoners and destroying five vessels, one
of them ‘‘a beautiful new 60-ton schooner.”

Piracy in the West Indies had become too wide-
spread to be checked by a few captures, and in the
spring of 1822 the American squadron was placed
under the command of Captain James Biddle, and was
re-enforced by the 38-gun frigate Macedonian, flag-
ship; the 36-gun frigate Congress, the 28-gun cor-
vette Jokn Adams; the 18-gun sloop of war Peacock,
Master-Commandant Stephen Cassin; and the 12-gun
schooner Alligator, Lieutenant William Howard Allen.
One of the first captures made by this squadron was
effected by the Shark, Lieutenant Matthew Calbraith
Perry, and the Grampus, Lieutenant Gregory. In
June these little cruisers overtook and after a sharp
. fight captured the notorious pirate Bandara I’ San-
gare, and another piratical craft. Meeting the Con-
gress at sea, July 24th, they put all the prisoners
aboard the frigate, while the Skark and the Grampus
continued their cruise, and before the season was over
Lieutenant Perry captured five buccaneering craft.
Near St. Croix the Grampus captured the famous
pirate brig Pandrita, a vessel of superior force.

While cruising on this station, August 16, 1822, the
Grampus chased a brigantine that was flying Spanish
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colors, but, believing her to be a pirate, Lieutenant
Gregory insisted on her surrender. In reply to his
summons he received a discharge of cannon and mus-
ketry, which was promptly returned, and in less than
four minutes the stranger hauled down her flag. On
boarding, she was found to be the privateer Palmira,
of Porto Rico, which had recently plundered the
American schooner Coguette. The prize carried one
long 18-pounder and eight short 18-pounders, with a
crew of eighty-eight men, of whom one was killed and
six were wounded. The Grampus was uninjured.
The Palmira was one of the many vessels sailing with
a privateer’s commission that had resorted to piracy as
the shortest road to wealth. On the 28th and 30th of
September the Peacock, Master-Commandant Stephen
Cassin, captured five piratical craft.

This success was followed, November 8th, by a
spirited attack on three piratical schoomers. While
lying in the harbor of Matanzas, Lieutenant Allen, who
had distinguished himself in the Argus-Pelican fight,
in 1818, heard that three schooners flying the black
flag and manned by about three hundred men were
forty-five miles up the coast, with five merchantmen in
their possession. Promptly getting under way, Lieu-
tenant Allen came upon the buccaneers on the following
day, and as the shoal water prevented the Alligator
from closing on them the boats were ordered out.
The pirates immediately made sail, and at the same
time opened a heavy fire on the pursuing boats. One of
their musket shot struck Lieutenant Allen in the head
while he was standing in his boat (which was in ad-
vance of the others) animating his men by his example,
and soon afterward another ball entered his breast, and
in a few hours he died. The Americans continued the
chase and captured one of the schooners, besides re-
capturing the five merchant vessels. The pirates did
not wait to be boarded, but took to their boats and es-
caped with their two remaining schooners, not, however,
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without a loss of fourteen killed and a large number of
wounded. The American loss was three killed, two
mortally wounded and three injured. The captured
schooner mounted one long 12-pounder, two long 6-
pounders, and four light guns. Lieutenant Allen was
born in Hudson, N. Y., on the 8th of November, 1790,
and entered the navy as a midshipman January 1, 1808.
He was promoted to the rank of lieutenant July 24,
1817, and displayed great gallantry in the Argus-Peli-
can fight. Halleck wrote a poem on his death. In
the night of November 19th the Alligafor was lost on
Carysford Reef, but her officers and crew were saved.
The service in which the American squadron was
engaged was peculiarly hazardous and exhausting.
Much of the work was done in open boats, so that the
men were not only exposed to the enemy’s bullets but
to the fierce rays of the sun, while the cruisers were
continually in danger of hurricanes and wreck on the
treacherous shoals. From the proximity to swamps and
sickly localities, fever and malaria were not the least
dangerous of their foes. The connivance of the local
authorities enabled many pirates to escape when
chased to shore, and it was only with considerable di-
plomacy that Captain Biddle secured permission to
land and pursue them into their haunts. It became
more and more apparent to the Government that a
larger number of small craft was necessary for this
service, because of the shoal waters and narrow creeks
in which the marauders took refuge. Early in 1823
Captain David Porter was appointed commander of the
West India forces, but before sailing from the United
States he secured five barges fitted with twenty oars
each for the service. They were appropriately styled
the mosquito fleet, and were named the Mosgquito, the
Gnat, the Midge, the Sandfly and the Gallinipper—
insects with which their crews were destined to be un-
pleasantly familiar. To this force were added eight
small schooners armed with three guns each, named
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the Greyhound, the Jackal, the Fox, the Wildcal, the
Beagle, the Ferret, the Weasel and the Terrier. A
New York steam ferryboat, about one third of the size
of the present vessels, was fitted up for the service and
named the Seagull. The store vessel Decoy, mounting
six guns also was purchased. Captain Porter’s flag-
ship was the Peacock, and the other cruisers under his
orders were the Jokhn Adams, the Hornet, the Spark,
the Grampus and the Shark. The entire force under
his command was not equal to three first-rate frigates.

Arriving off Porto Rico in March, 1823, Captain
Porter made it his first object to secure the co-operation
of the local authorities, and with that end in view he
dispatched the Greykound, Master-Commandant John
Porter, March 8d, with a letter to the Governor of Porto
Rico. Not getting a prompt reply, he sent the Foz,
Lieutenant W. H. Cocke, into the harbor to inquire
about the governor’s answer. As the Foz was standing
into the port a shot was fired over her from the fort,
and as she did not immediately heave to another shot
was fired, which killed Lieutenant Cocke, The fort
followed this up with four other shot, when the Foz
came to anchor under its guns. On making an in-
quiry,.Captain Porter was informed that the governor
was absent and had left orders to the commander of
the fort to allow no suspicious vessels to enter, and it
was in pursuance of this order that the #oz had been
fired upon. It was the general belief of the American
officers that the act was a retaliation for the capture of
the Palmira. The matter was reported to the Govern-
ment, but nothing further was done.

The American naval force was now divided so as to
scour the northern and southern coasts of 8t. Domingo
and Cuba, after which the vessels were to rendezvous
at Key West, where Captain Porter intended to build
hospitals and storehouses and to make it his headquar-
ters. In carrying out this programme, the Greykound,
Lieutenant Lawrence Kearny, and the Beagle, Lieuten-
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ant J. T. Newton, came upon a nest of pirates at Cape
Cruz and destroyed eight of their boats, besides a bat-
tery mounting a 4-pounder and two swivels. This was
not done without a fierce struggle, and the wife of the
pirate chief fought with desperate ferocity before she
was overpowered, while her children kindled fires to
warn other piratical resorts in the mneighborhood.
Many human bones and quantities of stolen merchan-
dise were found in a cave near by. Midshipman David
Glasgow Farragut, who commanded the landmg party,
gives a graphic description of this attack in his Jour-
nal as follows:

¢ Cruising all through the Jardines and around the
Isle of Pines we kept a watchful eye on the coast, but
nothing occurred until one day when we were anchored
off Cape Cruz in company with the Beagle. Kearny
and Newton went on shore in one of the boats to see if
there was any game in the neighborhood. The boat’s
crew was armed as usual, and had been on shore but
a short time when a man suddenly crossed the path.
From his .suspicious appearance one of the sailors,
named McCabe, leveled his gun at the stranger and
was about to pull the trigger, when his arm was arrested
by Kearny, who asked what he was aiming at. ‘A
d——da pirate, sir,” was the response. ‘How do you
know?’ ¢By his rig,” said the man promptly. By
this time the fellow had disappeared; but our men
had scarcely taken their seats in the boat in readiness
to shove off, when they received a full volley of mus-
ketry from the dense woods or chaparral. The fire
was returned as soon as possible, but with no effect as
far as could be ascertained, the pirates being well con-
cealed behind the bushes. On board the Greykound
we could hear the firing, but could render no assist-
ance, as Lientenant Kearny had the only available boat
belonging to the vessel. Kearny reached us at dark, re-
lated his adventure, and ordered me to be in readiness
to land with a party at three o’clock the next morning.
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“The schooner was to warp up inside the rocks to
cover the attacking party. I landed, accompanied by
Mr. Harrison, of the Beagle, the marines of both ves-
_ sels, numbering twelve men, and the stewards and
boys, making in all a force of seventeen. We had or-
ders to keep back from the beach, that we might not be
mistaken for pirates and receive the fire of the vessels.
We were all ignorant of the topography of the coast,
and when we landed found ourselves on a narrow
strip of land covered with a thick and almost impass-
able chaparral, separated from the mainland by a la-
goon. With great difficulty we made our way through
marsh and bramble, clearing a passage with cutlasses,
till we reached the mouth of the lagoon. We were
compelled to show ourselves on the beach at this point,
and narrowly escaped being fired upon from the Grey-
hound, but luckily, covered with mud as I was, Lieu-
tenant Kearny with his glass made out my epaulet and
immediately sent boats to transport us across to the
eastern shore. We found the country there very
rocky, and the rock was honeycombed and had the
appearance of iron, with sharp edges. The men from
the Beagle joined us, which increased my force to
about thirty men. The captain, in the meantime,
wishing to be certain as to the character of the men
who had fired on him the previous evening, pulled
boldly up again in his boat with a flag flying. Scarce-
ly was he within musket range when from under the
bluffs of the cape he received a volley of musketry
and a discharge from a 4-pound swivel. There was no
longer any doubt in the matter, and, considering that
the enemy had too large a force to imperil his whole
command on shore, Kearny decided to re-embark all
but my original detachment, and I was ordered to
attack the pirates in the rear while the schooners at-
tacked them in front. The pirates had no idea that
our schooners could get near enough to reach them,
but in th41s they were mistaken, for, by pulling along

8
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among the rocks, our people were soon able to bring
their guns to bear on the bluffs, which caused a scat-
tering among the miscreants. My party all this time
was struggling through the thicket that covered the
rocks, the long, sharp thorns of the cactus giving us a
great deal of trouble. Then there was a scrubby thorn
bush, so thick as almost to shut out the air, rendering
it next to impossible to get along any faster than we
could hew our way with the cutlasses. The heat had
become so intense that Lieutenant Somerville, who had
accompanied us, fainted. Qur progress was so slow
that by the time the beach was reached the pirates
were out of sight. Now and then a fellow would be
seen in full run, and apparently fall down and dis-
appear from view. We caught one old man in this
difficult chase.

 Qur surprise was very great, on returning to make
an examination of the place lately vacated by the pi-
rates, to find that they had several houses, from fifty
to one hundred feet long, concealed from view, and a
dozen boats and all the necessary apparatus for tur-
tling and fishing as well as for pirating. An immense
cave was discovered, filled with plunder of various
kinds, including many articles marked with English
labels, with saddles and costumes worn by the higher
classes of Spanish peasants. In the vicinity were
found several of these caves, in which a thousand men
might have concealed themselves and held the strong
position against a largely superior forcee. We con-
tented ourselves with burning their houses and carry-
ing oft the plunder, cannon etc., and returned to the
vessel. The only man we captured, who had every ap-
pearance of being a leper, was allowed to go.

““My only prize on this occasion was a large black
monkey, which I took in single combat. He bit me
through the arm, but had to surrender at discretion.
In our first march through the swamp our shoes be-
came much softened, and in the last many were com-
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pletely cut from the feet of the men. Fortunately for
myself, I had put on a pair of pegged negro brogans
and got along pretty well, while some of my comrades
suffered severely. One of the officers lost his shoe in
the swamp, and one of the men, in endeavoring to re-
cover it, was mired in a most ludicrous manner—one
arm and one leg in the mud and one arm and one leg
in the air. Nothing could exceed the ridiculous appear-
ance we made when we got to the shore. My panta-
loons were glued to my legs, my jacket was torn to
shreds, and I was loaded with mud. The men under
Somerville saluted me as their commander, but the
sight was too much for all hands and there was a gen-
eral burst of laughter. Another ridiculous incident of
the expedition may as well be mentioned. When we
had advanced about half a mile into the thicket I or-
dered a halt, to await the preconcerted signal gun from
the schooner to push forward as rapidly as possible.
At this moment I heard a great noise in our rear, and
it occurred to me that the pirates might be behind us
in force. In forming my men to receive the attack
from that direction, I made a 'most animated speech,
encouraging them to fight bravely, but had scarcely
concluded my harangue when, to my great relief, it
was discovered that the noise proceeded from about
ten thousand land crabs making their way through the
briers.” !

About the 1st of April the Foz, the Jackal, the Gal-
linipper and the Mosquito, under the orders of Master-
Commandant Cassin, kept guard on the northwestern
coast of Cuba and gave convoy to a large fleet of mer-
chantmen. Hearing that a suspicious-looking vessel
was in the neighborhood, Master-Commandant Cassin
dispatched the Gallinipper, Lieutenant Cornelius Kin-
chiloe Stribling, in search of it. In the early dawn of
April 8th Lieutenant Stribling discovered a strange

1 Farragut’s Journal.
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craft working close inshore, and opened fire on her with
musketry for the purpose of bri<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>