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TO THE MEMORY
oF
A GALLANT YOUNG SEA-OFFICER,

ENSIGN JOSEPH CABELL BRECKINRIDGE,
U. S. NAVY,

MY FRIEND AND SHIPMATE,

Who lost his life while serving on board the United States
Torpedo Boat “Cushing,” off Havana, Cuba,
February 11, 1898,






INTRODUCTION

WE all know too little of the dauntless sea-fighters of
our early days, and should be grateful to the clear-sighted
and painstaking devotion Lieutenant Commander Gleaves
shows in his admirable work on “Lawrence” and the other
heroic men of our War of 1812.

It is by the close and careful weighing of the causes
which produced the wonderful results of our sea-battles
of the past that we equip ourselves for the warfare of the
future. And out of the accounts of all great battles, by
sea or land, we seize as watchwords the phrases of the
commanders. There is none more potent than Law-
rence’s adjuration, “Don’t give up the ship.”

e Dhener.

Admiral of the Navy.
Washington, October 8, 1903.






) PREFACE

IT is a curious fact that although the name of Law-
rence is more familiar than those of the other brilliant
sea-fighters of the War of 1812, there is less known of him
personally than any of his contemporaries, except, of
course, his immortal order, “Don’t give up the ship.”
Since the brief biographical sketches of him by Niles and
Washington Irving, which were published a few years
after his death, almost nothing has been written of him.

And yet the place in history of Captain James Law-
rence is unique to a degree. He stands alone, in the an-
nals of our wars at least, as the one man who, like Van
Tromp, won his greatest fame in defeat. His star reached
the meridian of its glory when the enemy’s flag replaced
his own at the peak of the “Chesapeake”; and that, too,
when a defeat on the sea was the severest blow that could
be struck at the pride of the American people, who by rea-
son of the unbroken successes of their little navy, had
come to be almost as vain-glorious as their enemy. It
speaks volumes for the deep love that his countrymen bore
for Lawrence that it remained unchanged, although his
disaster of losing a ship meant a heart-breaking reduction
of one-fourth of the frigate strength of the available sea
force, which was at best absurdly inadequate for the work
demanded of it.

In the hope of throwing some light on the career of

. 3



4 Prefacc.

this officer, and of correcting the almost universal but
erroneous opinion that the “Chesapeake” was lost by reck-
less and unwarranted over-confidence and bad judgment,
this work has been written.

In collecting the material I have drawn freely from
every available source, but not, I hope, without giving due
credit to all authorities.

My thanks for assistance in this work are due to many
friends, but especially to Miss Chrystie, of Windsor Hill,
New York; Mrs. Howard E. Packer, of Burlington,
New Jersey ; Rear Admiral Stephen B. Luce, U. S. Navy;
W. K. Post, Esq., of New York; William Ropes Trask,
Esq., of Boston; R. T. Frazier, Esq., Washington, D. C.;
James Lawrence Kearney, Esq., of Perth Amboy, New
Jersey, and C. W. Stewart, Esq., Librarian to the Navy
Department.

To W. C. Crane, Esq., of New York, and to Clinton
Scollard, Esq., of Clinton, New York, I am indebted for
many courtesies.

To Professor E. K. Rawson, U. S. N,, I am grateful
for much valuable advice and assistance; without his
kindly encouragement this story of Lawrence would not
have been. A G

United States Cruiser “Mayflower,” 1904.
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Life of James Lawrence.

CHAPTER I
BIRTH AND ANCESTRY—EARLY YEARS—FIRST SERVICES.

A REMARKABLE feature of the War of 1812 was the
number of distinguished naval officers it produced. At the
outbreak of the war there were only a few men in the navy
of command rank who were ccnspicuous in their profes-
sion, notably Hull, William Bainbridge, Rodgers, and Ste-
phen Decatur, the last named the youngest and most
brilliant of them all. The older generation of officers,
those who had served with distinction in the Continental
navy, had either passed away, or, by reason of advanced
years, had been relegated to comfortable shore duties and
were no longer considered eligible for service afloat.

Nicholas Biddle, Paul Jones, Gustavus Connyngham,
Barry and Samuel Nicholson, the first officer who ever
gave an order on the deck of the “Constitution,” famous
in the Revolution, and in the war with France, were all
dead. So also was rugged old Preble, the hero of the Tri-
politan War. The impetuous Truxtun, the captor of
“L’Insurgente,” and the intrepid but deliberate Dale, had
both resigned from the navy several years before, and at
the time when the United States found herself for the sec-
ond time at war with the mother country, they were living

II '



12 James Lawrence.

in retirement in Philadelphia, discontented, unhappy and
disappointed men.*

The officers that were to command the ships in the
coming war, were young but already distinguished, and
the names of many of them had been household words
ever since the destruction of the “Philadelphia” and the
tragic explosion of the “Intrepid.” As midshipmen in
the Mediterranean, MacDonough, Perry, Morris, James
Biddle, Lawrence, and many others had won much dis-
tinction in desperate cutting-out expeditions, and hand-
to-hand fights with the Moors of northern Africa. Now,
having reached command rank although less than thirty
years of age, they were to attain the maturity of their
fame and glory in the three years’ war that President
Madison’s Congress declared against Great Britain in the
summer of 1812. It was their fortune to add wondrously
to the laurels already gathered by the American Navy,
and by their exploits to establish the fact that the United
States was a power never again to be ignored when the
cabinet councils of Europe discussed the affairs of the
western world.

The first ancestor of James Lawrence of whom any ac-

* Truxtun’s resignation from the navy was due to a cu-
rious mistake. When he was appointed to command the squad-
ron operating against Tripoli, he requested the Department to
order a captain to his flagship, it being the custom at that time
for the commodore commanding the squadron to command his
own ship as well as the others. The Department declined to
grant the request, and thereupon Truxtun sent in his resigna-
tion from the command of the squadron. The Navy Depart-
ment considered that he meant to resign his commission in
the navy, and in that spirit accepted his letter and Truxtun
much to his surprise found himself out of the service. He
was too proud to ask for a reconsideration, and the error was
never corrected.



Birth and Ancestry. 13

count exists was a Sir Robert Lawrence, of Ashton Hall,
Lancaster, England. He was a companion in arms of
King Richard I., in the invasion of Palestine at the end
of the Twelfth Century, and as reward for his services
in that famous expedition, at Acre, at Arsuf, and at Jaffa,
he received from the Lion Hearted his knighthood and a
coat-of-arms. The latter is still preserved, impressed on
the seal attached to the will of William Lawrence in 1680,
and also to that of Richard Lawrence in 1711, and may
be found in the Surrogate’s office, New York City.

Coming down to more modern times we find that the
immediate ancestor of the New Jersey branch of the fam-
ily was William Lawrence, who is supposed to have
moved from Newtown, Long Island, to Middletown, New
Jersey, and who died in 1703. He was the son of Thomas
Lawrence, of Newtown, and the great great grandfather
of James. He was twice married. His first wife is said
to have been Hannah Townsend, but the evidence of this
is slight. His second wife was Elizabeth Scudder, of
Newtown, Long Island.

There was also another William Lawrence, of Flushing,
Long Island, who was born in 1622, who came to the Col-
onies in the ship “Planter” in 1635, and who died about
1680. This William was a brother of Major Thomas
Lawrence, of Newtown, and an uncle of William, of New-
town and Middletown, with whom he has sometimes been
confused. James Lawrence, being descended from the
progenitor of the Newtown family, was thus related only
collaterally to the founder of the Flushing branch.

By his second wife, Elizabeth Scudder, William Law-
rence, of Middletown, had seven children. The fourth
child, Elisha, born in 1666, began business as a merchant
near the end of the century at Cheesquakes (now Mor-
gan’s Railroad Station) on the south side of Raritan
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Bay. He married Lucy Stout in 1691, and their son
Elisha (3rd) was the father of Judge John Brown Law-
rence, of Burlington, the father of James.

John Brown Lawrence, like many of his forbears, was
twice married ; his first wife was Ann, daughter of Sam-
uel Leonard, Esqr., of Perth Amboy, by whom he had
one child, Elizabeth. His second wife was Martha
Tallman, of Trenton. By his second wife he had seven
children, five girls and two boys, of whom James was the
youngest.

James Lawrence was born in Burlington, New Jersey,
on the first day of October, 1781, in a house which is still
standing at the corner of Main and Library streets, and
is next to the former residence of James Fenimore
Cooper. In the register of the old parish Church of St.
Mary’s, at Burlington, there is this quaint entry:

“1781, Baptized by the Rev. Mr. Frazer, Nov. 14, James, of
John and Martha Lawrence.”

Very little is known of Lawrence’s early years, but
it is said that when an infant in arms the house in which
his parents were living was repeatedly struck by shot
from the English ships in the river, an interesting cir-
cumstance when considered in connection with his career
and his death.

His father, who was a staunch Loyalist, was a member -

of the Council, a lawyer of distinguished reputation, and
was considered by his townspeople a man of great im-
portance. When the Hessians were marching on the
town in 1775, he was mayor, and at the head of a deputa-
tion of citizens, he rode out on the old York Road to meet
the enemy, and to beg them to spare the place and its in-
habitants, The Hessian officers accompanied him back
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Birth and Ancestry. 15

to Burlington and were entertained at the Lawrence man-
sion, and when, later on the same day, an American
man-of-war at anchor in Delaware River, seeing the red
coats of the enemy in the streets, and thinking that the
British were in possession of the place, began firing on.
the town, it was Colonel Lawrence who, unattended, went
down to the wharves where, although he was exposed to
the fire, he remained until he succeeded in communicat-
ing with the vessel and stopped the firing.*

Colonel Lawrence, as a loyal subject of King George,
was not inclined to take any part in the Revolution, but,
as always happens in times of great political excite-
ment, neutrals are regarded as objects of suspicion, so
Lawrence was suspected by the Whigs from the first be-
cause of his official relations to the Crown. He was
finally arrested and for a long time was imprisoned in
Burlington jail. He was accused of treasonable inter-
course with the enemy, but after a long delay was tried
and acquitted.

During his imprisonment he became intimate with a
Lieutenant Colonel John G. Simcoe, Commander of the
Queen’s Rangers, who was also a prisoner. A strong
friendship was developed between the two men, and when
the latter was exchanged he said to Lawrence at parting,
“I shall never forget your kindness.” He did not, and
when afterward he was appointed Lieutenant Governor
of Canada, he invited Colonel Lawrence to settle there.
The invitation was favored by the Governor and Colonel
Lawrence accepted it. He lived in Canada until his
death in 1796, and during his residence he acquired a
large tract of Crown land. After his death the land was
forfeited in consequence of failure to comply with some

* Battles around Princeton and Trenton—Stryker.
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conditions of the grant or the non-payment of dues.
Many years afterward Mary Lawrence, the daughter of
Captain James Lawrence, of the “Chesapeake” and the
grand-daughter of the Loyalist, claimed the restoration
of this tract. The case was carried in Council before
William the Fourth, the Sailor King. The monarch
asked the claimant’s name and the facts. On being told
the circumstances of the case, he said:

“She is the daughter of a brave sailor, let her take it.”*

It is to be regretted that so little is known of the
early life of James. The informal records that have
been preserved are to a degree fragmentary and
inconclusive. It is fair to assume, however, that the su-
perb fighting qualities that James Lawrence developed
in his maturity, were an inheritance from his Eng-
lish ancestors, for whatever virtues may be affirmed
or denied in our kin across the sea, those of the seaman
can never be questioned. They have ever been thorough
navigators and fighters, and Americans owe the successes
of their own navy to the continuation of those sea traits
that have come down to them in direct descent from the
blood of those self-willed and adventurous old Vikings
who fought under Sir Richard Grenville and Blake, and
who swept the Channel from the Start to Ushant with the
fragments of the Invincible Armada.

James’s mother died when he was still an infant, and he
was left to the care of his sisters, to whom he seems to
have been greatly attached, especially to his half-sister
Elizabeth, and it is doubtless to their influence Lawrence
owed the gentleness of his disposition, which was one of
his distinguishing characteristics.

Elizabeth Lawrence married Michael Kearney, an Irish

* The Loyalists of the Revolution—Sabine.
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gentleman of great social prominence. Their son, Law-
rence Kearney, died a Commodore in 1868.

There is an interesting sketch of Mrs. Kearney in a re-
cent book.* The writer says: “Mrs. Michael Kearney
(Elizabeth Lawrence) was better known to Perth Amboy
and the literary world as Madam Scribblerus. She some-
times signed herself ‘Pinderina,’ in the romantic fashion
of the period, when writing to the press or to her intimate
friends, who included the most prominent people of cul-
ture in the young republic. This interesting figure,
whose little rush-light of renown long ago flickered out,
was a daughter of Judge Lawrence, of Burlington, and a
half-sister of Captain James Lawrence, of ‘Don’t give up
the Ship’ fame, for whom she seems to have entertained
an ardent affection, notwithstanding about fifteen years
disparity in their ages. There in the rooms of her cot-
tage, which look so small from the outside, but seem to
widen mysteriously when one enters, she tells us in one
of her famous scribbles that she taught this future hero
the love of poetry. It is inferior to many of her verses,
yet from its interest should be preserved. It reads:

‘My brave, brave Jim’s a sailor Jack
Upon the treacherous sea—

A sailor who loves poetry

All taught to him by me.’

It is to be hoped that young Lawrence was pleased with
this poetic teaching when visiting his sister. During her
girlhood she had spent several winters in Philadelphia,
and in the first years of her marriage she made two or
three journeys there to visit old friends. Among her in-
timates were Peggy Chew, a noted Quaker City belle, who

* Historic Homes of New Jersey—W. Jay Mills. Lippincott.
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had replaced Honora Sneyd in Major Andre’s affections;
the famous Shippen sisters, and ‘the dazzling Mrs. Bing-
ham.” Poor Madam Scribblerus! we can picture her to
ourselves working away with her goose-quill pen in the
little Amboy cottage, far into the night, with only a primi-
tive candle to light her labors. Many and many a tired
reveller, leaving those famous Brighton House balls in
their heyday at the old Franklin Palace long before 1812
brought gloom and war, must have stopped before the
light casting its glow from her chamber window, and been
cheered by the thought that some one was awake as he
faced the darkness of old Amboy lanes and alleys. Little
of Elizabeth Kearney’s work ever saw the light of the
press, and it is sad to think much that would have inter-
ested posterity should have been lost when the original
manuscript was destroyed. Perhaps among all her work
extant nothing has more charm than those four little
verses on her half-brother, Captain James Lawrence,
whom she did not live to see famous and a fit subject for
her prolific pen.”

Of Lawrence’s own sisters, the eldest, Sarah, married
James Goellette; Katherine married Jackson Brown
French; Anne married John Parker; and Mary, his
youngest sister, married Robert Boggs. Their son,
Charles S. Boggs, entered the navy as a midshipman in
1826, served with distinction in the Mexican and Civil
Wars, and died a rear-admiral in 1888.

When Lawrence was about twelve years old he began
to show a decided preference for the navy, which, how-
ever, was not encouraged as his father intended him to
study law, and he was entered at the Grammar School in
Burlington with that object in view. In 1794 he went to
Woodbury, and lived there until the death of his father in
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Canada, two years later, when he returned to Burlington
and finally decided to prepare for a naval career.*

He began a theoretical course in navigation under a
Mr. Griscomb. As he remained with this gentleman
only three months, he scarcely could have acquired even
an elementary knowledge of the subject, but in those days,
when chronometers were unknown in the navy, and
sextants were rare, the little that he did learn doubtless
proved of great value to him when he went on board
ship, for the majority of the lieutenants of that day
could not find the ship’s position by dead reckoning, or
keep an ordinary journal.t

Navigation then was by no means the science that it
is to-day. Latitude was determined either by a quadrant,
or by an instrument called a cross-staff; longitude was
determined only by dead reckoning, and not by astro-
nomical observation, for the chronometer, which was in-
vented in 1735, was not generally introduced in the
service until a much later date. It must be remembered
too, that the charts were grossly inaccurate (when in-
deed there were any at all), that coasts were generally
unlighted, that the laws of storms were unknown and
ocean currents undiscovered. The seamen of those and
preceding days depended altogether upon the “blue
pigeon,” as sailors called the lead, and specimens of the
bottom, which, we are told in “Captains Courageous,”
Gloucester fishermen called “samples.”

The wonder then is not that so many ships put to
sea never to be heard from again, but that any of them
escaped the Port of Missing Ships.

There is something more than mere sentiment in the
phrase “by God’s permission,” which, in the model log-

* Analectic Magazine, August, 1813.
t Autobiography of Charles Morris.
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book of that day, followed the caption, “A Journal of
a Voyage.” It was probably the crude sailing of our
forefathers that gave rise to the expression “By grace
and by God” used now sometimes in a jocular sense to
describe haphazard navigation. And so it happens that
in an old book on the “Art of Navigation,” published in
London before the Revolution, the author impressively
writes

“The keeping of a good Reckoning a Journal, is not
only the Mariner’s Reputation, but (under God) the
Preservation of a Ship and all in it; the Ignorance
thereof has been (if not only, I may say) the Chief Cause
of losing divers rich ships, and many dear and valuable
lives, and thence the Impoverishing of several Families.
Then certainly it should be their great Concern to be ex-
pert herein, who take upon them the Navigating Ships
to remote places, when so great a Trust as Men’s Lives,
and Estates are reposed in them, that so by a knowledge
of, and a constant careful practice in keeping an exact
Journal, they may not only bear the name of Navigators,
but thereby prove themselves deservedly worthy of the
title of Compleat Artists.”

That the officers of the American navy were not re-
puted “Compleat Artists” is shown by the fact that as
late as 1805, Turreau, the French Minister at Washing-
ton, wrote to Talleyrand: “The Americans are to-day
the boldest and most ignorant Navigators in the Uni-
verse.”’*

Lawrence entered the navy on the 4th of September,
1798, when he was not yet seventeen years of age. It
was a propitious time to begin a fighting career. The

* History of the United States—Adams.
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excitement produced by the X. Y. Z.* letters was at its
height; it was the year which saw the popular uprising
against France, the mounting of the black cockade against
her, the summons to Washington to come forth from his
retirement to lead the armies of America against the
enemy.t

A wildfire of patriotism was running through the coun-
try, and even in Laodicean New England, private sub-
scriptions were made for building ships. At Boston the
subscription ran up to one hundred and twenty-five thou-
sand dollars in a few weeks, and the keels of two frigates
were speedily laid.

The office of Secretary of the Navy had been established
only a short time before, but the naval force itself was
insignificant, consisting of six frigates, twelve sloops,
and six small vessels of various kinds, together with a
marine corps of nine hundred officers and men. It was
divided into four squadrons and was kept cruising in the
West Indies. Barry and Truxtun commanded the two
windward divisions, and Captain Thomas Tingey was

*X. Y. Z were emissaries from Talleyrand and the Directory
to the American commission that had been sent to Paris by
President Adams to negotiate a treaty between the United States
and France. The story is a long one, but in brief, X. Y. Z.
attempted to induce the commissioners to give the Directory
$50,000 as a “douceur,” threatening war if the request was not
complied with. As the envoys had no such power, the mat-
ter, after dragging on for several months, was finally dropped and
the commission returned home. The real names of the emissaries
were, of course, given in the envoy’s despatches, but Mr. Pick-
ering, the Secretary of State, withheld them and used instead
the letters X. Y. Z. The publication of the despatches caused
the wildest excitement in the United States, and the Federal-
ists, who were eager to settle old scores with France, were filled
with exultation.—McMaster’s History of the People of the United
States, Vol. 2, Chap. X.

t Patrick Henry—Tyler.
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the senior officer in the Mona Passage, flying his pennant
on the frigate “Ganges.” It was to this ship that Mid-
shipman Lawrence was ordered immediately after his
appointment.

The *‘Ganges” had the distinction of being the first
man-of-war to get to sea under the new organization of
the navy, or after the United States began its existence
under the Constitution. She was a converted East In-
diaman and was one of a number of vessels that the
Government had purchased previous to the commence-
ment of hostilities with France. Retaining her old name
she was armed and equipped as a 24-gun ship and was
first commanded by the celebrated Richard Dale, who
sailed in her on the 22nd of May, 1797, a date to be re-
membered as the day the first vessel of the United States
Navy put to sea.*

The vessels were engaged for the most part in cutting
out small vessels, picaroons and barges, and recapturing
American prizes, but no ship engagements fell to the
share of the Leeward Squadron.

Lawrence was fortunate in having his first impres-
sions of the service and his own ideas of duty formed
under such a capable commander as Tingey. Although
he never had the opportunity to gain the distinction
that was won by some of his more fortunate contempo-
raries, Tingey was an officer of marked ability and great
patriotism.

Like all blockading service it was arduous and thank-
less. There was an abundance of hard and trying work,
and a dearth of excitement and glory. The service was
made all the more difficult because those participating in
it were denied any part in the splendid victories of Trux-

* Naval History—Cooper.
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tun, or the brilliant exploits which so distinguished the
little “Enterprise,” both operating in almost the same
waters. Lawrence no doubt keenly felt his ill-luck in
having so little active share in the war, but his time and
chance were yet to come.

During this cruise Lawrence received what is common-
ly called his “baptism of fire,” and he caught his first
inspirations of war in the unimportant captures of the
small French vessels “Le Vainqueur,” “La Rabateuse,”
“L’Eugene,” and “L’Esperance.” The “Vainqueur” car-
ried six guns and eighty-five men, and “L’Esperance,”
eight guns and twenty-eight men.

One day the “Ganges” was boarded off the Mole St.
Nicholas by an English man-of-war, who demanded all
the Englishmen who were on board, and requested per-
mission to examine the protection of the American sea-
men. In reply Captain Tingey cleared his ship for
action, and sent the following message to the British
Captain: )

“A public ship carries no protection to her men but
her flag. I do not expect to succeed in the contest with
you, but I will die at my quarters before a man shall be
taken from my ship.*

It was this indomitable spirit that animated the Cap-
tains of the infant navy, which in the succeeding war with
Tripoli, and later with England, set the seal of strength
and power upon American arms afloat.

Upon the completion of his cruise on board the
“Ganges” Lawrence was promoted to Acting Lieutenant,
and transferred to the “Adams,” Captain Thomas Robin-
son. He served on board that ship in the West Indies
until peace was restored by the Treaty of Morfontaine
which Joseph Bonaparte signed on September 1, 1801.

* Encyclopedia of American Biography—Appleton.
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Soon after this event Congress reduced the navy to a
peace footing. This was done in deference to the fatal
policy of President Jefferson, who looked upon the army
and navy as a useless and dangerous expense, and direct-
ly opposed the policy of Washington and Adams who
had labored to place the sea establishment on a plane ade-
quate not only to the defence of the coast, but to com-
mand the respect of the European powers.

It was President Jefferson’s idea to construct a large
dry-dock at the Washington Navy Yard, and to house
the seven frigates of the navy there, leaving the ordinary
duties of peace to be performed by gun-boats. Not only
were the ships in service recalled home and sold, but even
the frames of six ships of the line authorized by the Act
of September 5, 1795, were cut up to make gun-boats.
It was argued that in case of war it would be a good
policy to abandon the harbors and sea coast, and retire
into the interior; that it would be better to give up com-
merce altogether than protect it with a navy.

With all his prejudices against the navy it was one of
Jefferson’s favorite projects that the jurisdiction of the
United States should extend to the Gulf Stream, and that
“within the limit of deep sea soundings,” by which he
probably meant the hundred fathom curve, no hostile act
could be committed by a foreign cruiser without giving
offense to the United States.*

Before Jefferson’s second term came to an end the re-
lations of the United States with England and France
forced him to change his sentiments regarding the navy,
and in May, 1806, just a year before the “‘Chesapeake”
and “Leopard” affair, he wrote to Jacob Crowninshield,
a member of Congress from Massachusetts:

* History of the United States—Adams.
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“The building of some ships of the line, instead of our
most indifferent frigates, is not to be lost sight of. That
we should have a squadron properly composed to prevent
the blockading of our ports is indispensable. The Atlan-
tic frontier, from numbers, wealth, and exposure to potent
enemies, has a proportionate right to be defended with
the western frontier, for whom we keep up three thousand
men. Bringing forward the measure, therefore, in a
moderate form, placing it on the ground of comparative
right, our nation, which is a just one, will come into it,
notwithstanding the repugnance of some on the subject
when first presented.”*

These propositions and these inconsistencies, in them-
selves startling, are really not so when everything is con-
sidered. In the days of Mr. Jefferson and his colleagues,
the navy was a favorite target for a certain class of poli-
ticians whose motto seemed to be, “When in doubt attack
the navy.” It was a safe thing to do, because the navy
had no patronage ; and, furthermore, it could not retaliate ;
two powerful reasons for abusing it either collectively or
individually, when it was desired to make a vociferous im-
pression on the public.

With the adherents of the party in power the navy
was extremely unpopular, more perhaps because it was
the creation of the Federalists, than on account of any
definite and matured opinions of their own concerning its
value, and this prejudice culminated in March, 1802, when
a member from Pennsylvania moved for a committee to
consider the question of abolishing it altogether.

The most remarkable feature of this attempt to de-
stroy, or at least to minimize the sea-power of the United
States occurred at the very time when it was known that

* History of the United States—Adams.
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the Gulf Coast was threatened by Napoleon Bonaparte’s
expedition, ostensibly intended to operate against San
Domingo, but really intended for a descent on New
Orleans. On December 30, 1801, Chancellor Livingston
wrote to Rufus King:

“I know that the armament destined in the first in-
stance for Hispaniola, is to proceed to Louisiana pro-
vided Toussaint makes no opposition.”*

Fortunately then as now the navy had friends who
vigorously and eloquently defended it. Several years
later when the same determined effort was made to
break down the appropriations for the navy, Josiah
Quincy made a strong argument warning Congress that
in the sacrifice of commercial interests, which lay at the
hottom of its policy, there was danger not only to the
prosperity, but to the permanence of the Union. He
begged the House to bear in mind that the ocean could
not be abandened for the land by the people of New Eng-
land, of whom thousands would rather see a boat-hook
than all the sheep crooks in the world.{

“Concerning the land of which the gentleman from
Virginia (Randolph), and the one from North Carolina
(Macon), think so much,” he said, “they (the people of
New England) think very little. It is in fact to them
only a shelter from the storm, a perch on which they
build their eyrie, and keep their mates and their young
while they skim the surface or hunt in the deep.”}

The reduction of the material of the navy extended
to the personnel ; a large number of men were discharged,
and the surplus of officers was dismissed. By operation
of law, thirteen captains were selected to be retained from

* History of the United States—Adams.
t Ibid.
$ Ibid.
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the twenty-eight then in the service, and among those
dropped from the service was Lawrence’s old Captain,
Robinson ; thirty-six lieutenants were accepted from one
hundred and ten, and one hundred and fifty-nine mid-
shipmen from three hundred and fifty-five.* The for-
tunate retention of Lawrence in the service was probably
due not more to his individual merit than to what is
popularly known as influence, which doubtless even at
that early day was an important factor in a naval officer’s
career. At all events, the following letter, signed by an
ex-United States senator and a member of the House of
Representatives, is still preserved in the archives of the
Navy Department :{

“Sm :—We take the Liberty of adding what we can to recom-
mendations heretafore presented in favour of Mr. James Law-
rence of New Jersey—he has been a Midshipman for some
time past, is at present at Cape Francois, on board the Ship
“Adams,” Capt Robinson. His Captain has so far distinguished
his Merit, as to appoint him third Lieutenant of the Ship. His
connexions are respectable, and his patriotism and firmness ir-
reproachable. We have the Honour to be,

Yr Mt Obt Sert,

F’KL'N DAVENPORT,

1. H. IM1AY.
Washington, sth March, 1801.

The same law directed that all vessels except thirteen
specifically mentioned in the act, should be disposed of at
the discretion of the President, and that six of the vessels
to be retained should be constantly employed, but it also
provided that the guns and the stores oi the vessels sold,
should be turned into store and carefully preserved,}

* Autobiography of Charles Morris.

t Miscellaneous Letters, Vol. 2, No. 36. Navy Dept. MSS.
Archives.

¥ Naval History—Cooper.
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a false economy as it proved, for the guns were soon
superseded by carronades, and when the armament was
needed for the new vessels during the Tripolitan war, the
old fashioned long guns which had been housed with so
much care were not worth much more than scrap metal.

This reductlon naturally postponed Lawrence’s pro-
motion. The following letter on this subject, addressed
to the Secretary of the Navy, has just come to light and
is interesting for several reasons.

“New YoRrK, June 25, 1801.
Sm:—

I received yours of the 18th yesterday. Am sorry it is not
consistent with the late regulations to confirm me as Lieutenant,
but will with pleasure continue in the Navy as Midshipman, until
a vacancy takes place, when I hope from my long services, and
my having acted as a Lieutenant for the last five months, I shall
not be forgot. Relying on your friendship, I remain your most
obedient servant, JAMES LAWRENCE.

Lawrence was retained in the service as a midshipman
until the commencement of the war with Tripoli a few
months later when he was restored to his old rank, but
he was not commissioned as Lieutenant until the 6th of
April, 1802.
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CHAPTER IL
THE WAR WITH TRIPOLL

For three centuries the Barbary Powérs of Northern
Africa had preyed upon the commerce of Europe in the
Mediterranean and in 1785 they began their depredations
upon the United States by the capture of two ships near
Cape Spartel. After this it was unsafe for any merchant-
man to enter the Straits without the protection of a man-
of-war, unless she had an English passport, the only
cachet that an Algerine respected. If an American skipper
ventured into the Mediterranean alone, he might be sure
of speedy capture by an armed xebec unless the margin of
his pass, genuine or forged, corresponded with the notches
on a stick which the pirate captain carried in the folds of
his dress, and by means of which he examined the parch-
ment.*

Loss of vessel and cargo, and imprisonment in filthy
dungeons or as slaves followed capture, and demands for
ransom and tribute money followed imprisonment.

Strange and incredible as it seems the sovereign na-
tions of Europe had for years bought immunity for their
vessels by annual tribute to these pirates and had secured
the release of their subjects by enormous ransoms. Natu-
rally the Moor felt that he was superior in affairs mari-
time, and when the new flag of the United States appeared

* McMaster.
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on the sea, he saw in it only another source of his unlaw-
ful revenue. So active were his corsairs in attacking it,
that in the year 1793 there were one hundred and nine
American citizens held in captivity by the Moors, and
many American vessels had been captured on the high
seas.

The singular Reduction Act, which almost swept the
navy out of existence, was passed just two months before
the Bashaw of Tripoli cut down the flag-pole of the
American Consul, and declared war against his “sincere
friend” the President of the United States on the ground
that the latter regarded the regency of Tripoli on the same
footing of friendship and importance as the Barbary
States, and that, moreover, the last year’s presents from
the United States were not satisfactory.*

The Bey of Tunis was also discontented. He com-
plained that certain planks and oars that had been sent
him were too short, and in a letter to the President dated
April 15, 1801, he renewed a request that he had already
made for forty guns of different calibres, and ten thou-
sand stand of arms. He demanded these articles without
delay under penalty of his cruisers making war upon the
merchant vessels of the United States.t

It may not be out of place here to repeat an amusing
story that was told of an interview between the Bey of
Algiers, and an English naval officer who had been sent
on a diplomatic mission to Barbary:

“What does your Master mean,” exclaimed the vener-
able potentate, when the clean-shaven officer was ad-
mitted to his presence, “by sending a beardless man to
treat with me?”’ The officer gravely replied: “If my

* Naval Chronicle.
t Ibid.
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Master measured wisdom by the length of a beard, he
would have sent you a he-goat.”

The Bey of Algiers, not to be outdone by his neighbors,
wrote a protest, stating that the tritutes due him were in
arrears, and demanded a prompt settlement. The treaty
with him by which the security of merchantmen was
guaranteed against the depredation of his corsairs, had
cost the United States one million dollars—the equiva-
lent of more than enough vessels to have laid waste his
coasts. Among the items that were pledged to be pro-
vided for him were barrels of gunpowder, pine and oak
planks, brushes, cables, rope, yarn, canvas, lead, spikes
and bomb-shells. When Captain William Bainbridge, in
command of the frigate “George Washington,” was sent to
Algiers in the summer of 1800 with the usual tribute, the
Bey ordered him to carry his ambassador with presents
to Constantinople, and furthermore to sail under the
Algerian flag.

As the “George Washington” was anchored under the
guns of the forts, Bainbridge, after consultation
with the American consul, O’Brien, suffered himself to
comply with the demand, although he lessened the humil-
iation somewhat by hauling down the Algerian flag as
soon as he was clear of the shore batteries. In reporting
the affair to the Navy Department he wrote: “I hope I
will never again be sent to Algiers with tribute unless I
am authorized to deliver it from the mouths of cannon.”

Congress was at last compelled to take action and
in 1794 a resolution to provide a naval force adequate
to afford protection against these pirates, was passed, but
by a majority of two votes only,* and the subsequent
bill which authorized the building of six frigates was

* History of the United States—Adams.
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saved from defeat only by the provision that the ships
should not be built if peace with Algiers was secured.

This was the beginning of the navy.

Some of the ablest men in Congress opposed the bill on
the score of economy, and attempted to justify their
action by arguing that as older and more powerful nations
bought the friendship of Algiers, the United States should
do the same, or subsidize some of the European naval
powers to protect its trade—a strange suggestion in view
of the fact that many persons believed that one or two
European nations had already subsidized the Barbary
States to destroy American commerce, as they feared a
rival in the Mediterranean. Indeed, Lord Sheffield did
not hesitate to declare in Parliament: “That the Barbary
States are advantageous to the Maritime Powers is cer-
tain.”

Four years after the bill to increase the navy had
nearly failed in Congress, that is to say in 1798, the frigate
“Crescent,” commanded by Captain Timothy Newman,
was loaded with twenty-six barrels of silver dollars, and
gifts to the amount of $300.000 were sent to Algiers as a
compensation for the delay in fulfilling treaty obliga-
tions. “It is worthy of note,” says a recent writer, “that
the captain and several of the officers and crew of the
‘Crescent’ had at different times been prisoners at
Algiers, while Richard O’Brien, who took passage in the
frigate to become Consul General to all the Barbary
States, had been held as prisoner at Algiers for ten years.*

Such were the relations of the United States with the
Barbary States when Commodore Richard Dale was or-
dered in May, 1801, to proceed to the Mediterranean
with a “squadron of observation” composed of the “Pres-

* The Lucky Little “Enterprisc.”
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ident,” “Essex” and “Philadelphia, and the famous-lit-
tle topsail schooner “Enterprise.” Dale was ordered to
visit Algiers, Tunis and Tripoli in succession if he found
those countries peaceful, but if not, he was authorized to
-usc force should he be compelled to act on the defensive.
When the squadron sailed the Washington Government
did not know that Tripoli had already declared war.

Lawrence was still serving on the “Ganges” when
Dale’s Squadron sailed for Europe. The “Ganges” had
been ordered to prepare for a cruise in the East Indies,
planned for the protection of American commerce on
those distant trade routes, but, after the treaty with
France was ratified, the cruise was not deemed expedi-
ent, and the orders were revoked. Shortly afterward the
“Ganges” was sold.

Dale’s appearance in the Mediterranean inspired Tunis
and Algiers with so much respect for the flag of the
United States, that they left the Bashaw of Tripoli to his
fate, and gratefully accepted the presents which their
treaties stipulated.

Dale returned to the United States in the latter part
of the year in the “President” accompanied by the “En-
terprise,” and Lawrence was appointed to the latter as
her first lieutenant about the beginning of the year 1802,
succeeding Lieutenant David Porter who was transferred
to the “Philadelphia.”

Lawrence’s place in history dates from his orders to
the “Enterprise,” which, at the time he reported for
duty on board of her, was commanded by the gallant
Andrew Sterritt.* These orders were especially accept-

* Andrew Sterritt entered the navy as a lieutenant in 1798
and resigned in 1805. He was the second officer in the navy
to receive recognition by Congress for gallant services. The
Act was approved February 3, 1802, and was entitled “A res-
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able for the little ship was a source of inspiration in her-
self. Under the command of Lieutenant Shaw during
an eight months’ cruise in 1800, the “Enterprise” fought
five actions, and captured nineteen vessels, and for her
gallant services was the only small cruiser retained in
the service after the French war* Her record was as
fine as that of any frigate, and she had added to her
laurels in the cruise with Dale, by the capture of a Tripol-
itan polacre of fourteen guns, the preceding August, off
the coast of Malta.

This fight was a running one and lasted three hours,
during which time the polacre surrendered three times,
and twice reopened fire, and it was not until the Turk
understood that the “Enterprise” would sink him that he
finally hauled down his colors and threw them into the
sea. Lieutenant Porter found when he boarded the prize
that out of a crew of eighty-five men she had lost fifty in
killed and wounded, while the “Enterprise”’t had escaped

olution expressing the sense of Congress of the gallant conduct
of Lieutenant Sterritt, the officers and crew of the United States
schooner ‘Enterprise.’”

* Statistical History U. S. Navy—Emmons.

t The lucky little “Enterprise,” as she was called in the
navy, was a topsail schooner of 135 tons built in Baltimore in
1700, at a cost of $16,245. She was armed with twelve six-
pounders, and carried a crew of seventy men. Her model was
one of the finest of that day, and the vessel had a great rep-
utation for lightness, speed, and handiness.

After the war, in 1809, the “Enterprise” was sent to Europe
under the command of Lieutenant Tripp. Returning from that
voyage, she was rebuilt and altered to a brig, and cruised on
the home station from 1811 to 1814; after the war with England
and until 1822, she was again in the West Indies under the com-
mand of Lawrence Kearney, a nephew of James Lawrence.

The “Enterprise” had always been remarkably successful in
her captures, as has been mentioned. Under Lieutenant Shaw
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without any casualties to her personnel, and had sus-
tained only trifling damages to her rigging. The affair
created great interest in the United States, and Congress
rewarded Sterritt with promotion and a sword, and voted
a month’s pay to each of the crew.

In his first annual message, Jefferson referred to this
engagement. “The bravery exhibited by our citizens on
that element,” he wrote, “will, I think, be a testimony to
the world that it is not the want of virtue that makes us
seek their peace, but a conscientious desire to direct the
energies of our nation to the multiplication of the human
race,* and not to its destruction.”

Shortly after Lawrence relieved Porter, Isaac Hull,}

during the French war, she had captured eight Frenchmen, and
besides these had recaptured eleven American vessels, and whipped
a Spanish man-of-war that sought an encounter. Later on, in
the war of 1812, after she had been converted into a brig, and her
battery had been changed to two long nine-pounders, and four-
teen eighteen-pound -carronades, while under the command of
Lieutenant William Burrows, she fought and captured the Eng-
lish brig “Boxer” off Portland, Maine.

She was finally lost off Little Curacoa in 1823.

* The wits of the day did not fail to seize the opportunity
offered by this curious expression.

t Here is an amusing anecdote of Hull:

When Hull was first of the “Adams,” young Decatur one
night tried to tack ship off Culebrita Point, and missing stays,
got her in irons. The ship was close in-shore, with rocks on
the weather bow and Diamond Rock on the lee bow. All hands
were called, and when Hull took the deck the ship was in great
confusion. He had a pair of old striped trousers in one hand,
and while he was wearing ship stood on one of the quarter-
deck guns and tried to put them on.

He directed the men to go to their stations, and then said to
the Captain: “Keep yourself cool, and we shall get the ship
off.” “Cool!” he said. “I am as cool as a cucumber. Do you
see the rocks? Do you see the rocks?” Hull answered that
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whose star had scarcely risen above the horizon, suc-
ceeded to the command of the “Enterprise,” which was
then attached as tender to Commodore R. V. Morris’s
Squadron composed of the “Chesapeake,” “Constella-
tion,” “New York,” “Adams,” and “John Adams,” then
fitting out for the Mediterranean. The squadron sailed
for the Straits in February, 1802, and the little “Enter-
prise,” with her usual good luck, was the first to arrive
at Gibraltar.

Late in July the “Enterprise” accompanied the flag-
ship “Chesapeake” on a cruise along the north coast of
Africa, and arrived off Leghorn in the middle of October.

This cruise is the real beginning of Lawrence’s fight-
ing career, as it was the real beginning of the active
and aggressive service of the United States Navy. The
previous history of the navy under the Constitution with
the notable exception of Truxtun’s battles, is merely
the recital of small boat expeditions and desultory skir-
mishes. It was now, however, a trying and perilous time
for the little squadron in the Mediterranean, thousands
of miles from its base, and about to engage in a crusade
against Mohammedan arrogance and oppression, which
the older nations of Europe had always looked upon with
indifference.

Aside from convoying a few merchantmen, the squad-
ron was practically inoperative, the blockade of Tripoli
being only partially maintained owing to the heavy
weather prevalent off that coast at certain seasons, and

he did, and could not help it, and something must be done at
once. The Captain then said: “You will be on the Diamond,
you will be on the Diamond.” To which Hull replied: “Damn
the Diamond! We can’t help it, the ship must be wore.” For
a long time after the byword of the “Adams” was, “Do you see
the rocks? Damn the Diamond!"—(From the Ludlow Papers.)
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also to the deep draft of the ships which prevented them
from operating close in-shore.

“A slight bickering with the pirates” occurred in May,
1803, and served to break the monotony of the cruise,
that must have been very trying even to the sanguine and
elastic temperaments of such enthusiastic young officers
as Lawrence, Joseph Bainbridge, and MacDonough, the
future hero of Lake Champlain, all of whom were to-
gether on board the “Enterprise.” The conditions of
service were hard enough in ‘those days in the larger
ships, but they were increased a hundredfold in the
smaller vessels—no larger than the modern torpedo
boats—which had to keep the sea in all weathers for
days and weeks continuously, the officers and crew living
in ill-smelling, dimly-lighted quarters and subsisting only’
on salt food, mouldy and weevily hardtack and a scant
supply of impure water from the rusty tanks of the hold.

It is impossible for those who go to sea under modern
conditions to realize what life on a fighting ship was
even as late as the beginning of the Nineteenth Century.
Naval hygiene was unknown and, abaft the mast as well
as forward of it, conditions of discomfort existed and
were accepted as matters of course, that in these days
seem almost incredible. It was a question of the sur-
vival of the fittest with those who lived through the hard-
ships of such a life.

The “John Adams,” commanded by Captain John
Rodgers, was blockading the harbor of Tripoli alone
when the “New York,” “Adams” and “Enterprise”
joined her from Malta. As the squadron approached
the coast a number of feluccas convoyed by eleven Tri-
politan gun-boats were made out near the land stand-
ing toward Tripoli. Chase was immediately given, but
the feluccas took refuge in old Tripoli, while the gun-



38 James Lawrence.

boats succeeded in getting under the guns of the shore
batteries. The feluccas were run on the beach and
preparations made to defend them by throwing up breast-
works, and utilizing for this purpose the sacks of bread
taken from the feluccas.

These defences were reinforced by troops from Tri-
poli. A large number manned the hastily constructed
works, and also a large stone building which commanded
them.

One night Lieutenant David Porter, the first lieutenant
of the “Adams,” pulled in alone to reconnoitre, but
was discovered and driven off by a heavy musketry fire.
This reconnaissance was preliminary to the boat attack
which he planned and led the next day.

In this affair Lawrence was the second in command,
- and John Downes, who afterward was Porter’s first
lieutenant in the “Essex,” was one of the Midshipmen.
The expedition was conducted with great daring; the
boats pulled boldly in under a heavy fire of small arms
and artillery, and succeeded in effecting a landing and
driving off the Turks whose numbers greatly exceeded
their own. At this point the fighting was so close, that
the enemy actually threw sand and gravel in the faces
of the -seamen in the hope of blinding them. The
feluccas were set on fire, and the party then regained
the boats, which were again subjected to a heavy fire by
the Turks who returned at once to their guns. The
boats, however, opened out to allow the ship’s batteries
to cover their withdrawal, and to complete their work
on the beach. The loss of the Turks was not ascer-
tained, but the Americans lost twelve or fifteen killed
and wounded; among the latter was Porter, who was
shot in both legs. Lawrence particularly distinguished
himself in this engagement which was his first real
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fight, and was warmly commended by Porter for his
dashing courage and skill.*

Leaving Rodgers in command off Tripoli, Morris sailed
on the 1oth of June, with the “New York” and “En-
terprise” for Malta, where he received intelligence which
caused him to send the “Enterprise” back to Tripoli with
orders to Captain Rodgers to join his flag as soon as pos-
sible.

These orders enabled Lawrence to engage in another
figcht with the Tripolitans. The “Enterprise” increased
Rodgers’s division off Tripoli to three vessels. On the
evening of the 21st of June, suspicious movements in
the harbor caused Rodgers to suspect that preparations
were being made either to get a vessel to sea, or to
receive one, and he accordingly sent the “Adams” to
the westward of the harbor, and the “Enterprise” to
the eastward while he remained in the offing on board
the “John Adams.”

Rodgers at this time was about thirty years old. He
had distinguished himself as first lieutenant of the
“Constellation” in the action with “L’Insurgente,” and
was one of the leading officers of the navy.

Early the next morning, the “Enterprise” discovered
one of the enemy’s ships at anchor close in-shore, and
at once stood toward the flagship to communicate the
intelligence, but it was eight o’clock before her signals
were understood by the “John Adams.”

Both ships then headed in to reconnoitre and soon
recognized the enemy as the largest of the Bashaw’s
ships,—a vessel mounting twenty-two guns and manned
by a large crew. She was anchored with springs on
her cables in a deep but narrow bay about twenty miles

* Naval History—Cooper. It is a matter of great regret that
this first letter of commendation is not extant.
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east of Tripoli. Nine small gun-boats were observed
close in-shore hastening to re-enforce her, while a large
body of cavalry was patrolling the beach to assist in
driving off a boat attack.

The “Enterprise” at once took her position in-shore
of the corsair and cleared the beach with her guns,
at the same time keeping up a brisk fire on the cor-
sair, but it was nearly nine o’clock when the “Adams”
opened fire at three hundred yards range. The cor-
sair replied with spirit, and a brisk cannonading ensued
which lasted forty-five minutes, when the enemy ceased
firing and her crew began lowering boats and jump-
ing overboard and swimming ashore. Rodgers now
held his fire and wore ship to gain more sea room,
but in a few minutes, observing that one of the ene-
my’s boats was returning to the ship, he opened again
with all his guns, and soon afterward the corsair blew
up.*

“The explosion burst the hull to pieces,” Rodgers
says, in his official report, “and forced the main and
mizzen masts one hundred and fifty feet perpendicu-
larly into the air, with all the yards, shrouds and
stays belonging to them.”

The gun-boats escaped capture by running across
the shoals.

In this action the little “Enterprise” greatly distin-
guished herself, and Hull and Lawrence by their
steadiness and gallantry contributed largely to the
success of the battle The corsair was three times
more formidable than the “Enterprise,” and easily could
have destroyed her, but Hull, with that splendid cour-
age and readiness to take risks that later made him

* Naval History—Cooper.
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famous, went into the fight prepared if necessary to
sacrifice his ship.

After this satisfactory conclusion to his long and tire-
some watching on the coast, Rodgers, in obedience to
the orders brought to him by the “Enterprise,” raised
the blockade, and with the “Adams” and “Enterprise”
joined the flag at Malta, whence the squadron proceeded
to the coast of Italy.

From Leghorn the “Enterprise” was sent back to
Malta for despatches, and, as if apprehensive of the
orders that he was about to receive, Commodore Mor-
ris, too impatient to await the return of Hull, followed
him in a few days in the “New York,” and upon his ar-
rival at the Valetta found orders from the Navy De-
partment to turn over the command of the squadron to
Captain Rodgers, and to return to the United States
at once.

This was the end of his service in the navy. When
he reached New York, he was somewhat informally
tried on charges more or less vague, of failure to carry
out his instructions, was summarily dismissed from
the service, and lere, in the words of Carlyle, he “drops
out of the tissue of our history.”*

—

* The following extract from a letter from Captain Mor-
ris to Captain Preble, dated Baltimore, April 8, 1800, is quoted
as a matter of contemporary interest, although it has no con-
nection with this sketch. The T. T. is probably Thomas Tingey,
who had just been ordered to command the Washington Navy
Yard, or it may be Thomas Truxtun, who, two months before
had captured “L’'Insurgente.” At all events the personal records
of officers at the beginning of the nineteenth century are so scant,
that almost anything that is preserved of what they said or
wrote has its own special value.

“l am on my way to Norfolk. The ‘Chesapeake’ is said
to be perfectly ready for sea. I should like to have a long talk
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There was not much formality in those days in
handling either officers or men. If an officer failed
to accomplish what he was directed to do, he was
promptly removed and some one else was put in his place,
Excuses are always tiresome; in time of war they are
altogether inadmissible. At such a time only one thing is
required of every man: that is success; and success has
been truly said to be the criterion of merit; failure, of
incapacity.

When two of the senior officers of the navy had failed
to make an impression on Tripoli, they were promptly
recalled, and the Navy Department began to search for
a man “who had the ability to conceive,” and what was of
still greater value, “the energy and courage to execute.”

Of course, the man was at hand,—he always is, even
if the hour is not—and with the selection of Edward
Preble as the commander-in-chief, the war immediately
took on another and more vigorous phase, which finally
resulted in crushing forever the arrogant pretensions of
the Moor in the Mediterranean.

with you. I suspect T. T. has been d—ly taken in, but I
hope we shall soon meet at Gibraltar, where we shall have a lit-
tle chat on occurrences at the Seat of Government.”—Preble MSS.



COMMODORE EDWARD PREBLE, U. 8. N.
From the paintingin Fanecuil Hall, Boston






Service Under Preble. 43

CHAPTER IIIL

SERVICE UNDER PREBLE—RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES—
. THE GUN-BOATS.

AT the time of his appointment to the command of
the Mediterranean squadron, Preble was only forty-
two years old. He had led am adventurous life, and
had seen much service in various parts of the world,
both in the navy and in the merchant marine.

While serving in the Massachusetts state cruiser “Pro-
tector,” 18-guns, commanded by John Foster Williams,
Preble had taken part in a sharp action (July 9, 1780)
which lasted an hour, with a heavy British privateer
called the “Admiral Duff.” The “Duff” was blown up,
and only fifty-six of her people were saved. The loss
of the “Protector” in killed and wounded was six. He
had also been in action with an armed brig, and he had
been incarcerated in the notorious prison-ship “Jersey.”
Later as first lieutenant of the “Winthrop” he had dis-
tinguished himself in the cutting-out expedition at Cas-
tine.* In the French war, he commanded the “Picker-
ing,” and in 1799, when in command of the “Essex”
he convoyed a large fleet of merchantmen from the
China seas.t

* The frigate “Constitution”—Hollis.
t Encyclopedia—Appleton.
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He was an officer of great ability and resource, but
was noted in the service for his violent and irascible
temper. Like Lord Ormont, in George Meredith’s story,
he was all curry and capsicum. The Department made
a wise choice when it selected him to do the work which
both Dale and Morris had failed to accomplish.

Preble arrived at Gibraltar in the “Constitution” in
the latter part of September, 1803. Ten other ves-
sels were sent out at the same time to aid in establish-
ing an effective blockade off Tripoli. The light-draft
gun-boats capable of in-shore work were the “Argus,”
“Siren,” “Nautilus” and “Vixen.” The two former
were brigs of about one hundred and thirty tons carry-
ing sixteen guns each, and crews of two hundred and
fifty to three hundred men; the others were schooners of
one hundred tons, with twelve guns, manned by one hun-
dred and eighty-five men each. The “Argus” was com-
manded by Lieutenant Stephen Decatur, the “Siren” by
Lieutenant Charles Stewart, the “Nautilus” by Lieu-
tenant Richard Somers, and the “Vixen” by Lieutenant
Smith—notable names all of them in American naval
history. Upon the arrival of the squadron, Hull and
Decatur exchanged commands, Hull returning home
in the “Argus.” This change brought Lawrence and
Decatur together on duty for the first time, and as events
proved they were soon to be associated together in one of
the most brilliant and daring exploits of sea history.

On October 31, 1803, Captain Bainbridge had had
the misfortune to lose the “Philadelphia.” While chas-
ing one of the enemy’s vessels, the ship ran hard and fast
on a shoal from which it was impossible to work her
off. In this position she was attacked by a number
of gun-boats, and after making a gallant defence was
compelled to surrender. Bainbridge and his people,
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three hundred and fifteen in all, were taken ashore and
thrown into filthy dungeons, and a few days later the
“Philadelphia” was hauled off by the natives and towed to
an anchorage under the castle, where the enemy, having
recovered the guns, anchors and shot that had been thrown
overboard to lighten her, proceeded to refit her and get
her ready for service.

About the middle of December, Preble in the “Consti-
tution,” accompanied by the “Enterprise” sailed from
Syracuse for Tripoli with the intention of beginning
definite operations against the Bashaw, but the stormy
weather compelled him to abandon this winter campaign,
and after making a reconnaissance of the harbor, and
noting the position of the “Philadelphia,” which he had
already determined to destroy, if possible, he squared
away for Syracuse, taking with him the “Enterprise”
and a small ketch named the “Mastico,” which Decatur
had captured on the 23rd of December off Tripoli.

Syracuse in the early part of the century was a favorite
rendezvous of both the English and American fleets,
but it is rarely visited now by any vessels, and has passed
into modern history as the port where Nelson watered
his ships before the battle of the Nile. It is about 240
miles N.N.E. from Tripoli, and its protected harbor
and mild climate rendered it an excellent winter base for
a squadron to use in overhauling and refitting.

As soon as Preble arrived at Syracuse, he set about
maturing his plans for destroying the ‘“‘Philadelphia,”
and to this end he decided to fit out the ‘“Mastico,”
which had been renamed the “Intrepid,” and send her
over to Tripoli under convoy for this purpose. It has
always been a matter of dispute as to who originated
the idea, but it was probably due to Bainbridge, who
from his dungeon in the Bashaw’s castle occasionally,
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managed to smuggle letters to Preble written in sym-
pathetic ink.

Preble selected Decatur from a number of volun-
teers to command the “Intrepid,” and Decatur selected
Lawrence as his first lieutenant. The whole squadron
practically volunteered, not an uncommon occurrence
in the navy when any danger is to be confronted.
After deciding upon his officers and crew, the work of
refitting the ketch and making her habitable for her
hazardous cruise, rapidly progressed under the personal
direction of the indefatigable Lawrence. At last, on
the 3rd of February, 1804, everything being ready, Deca-
tur bade farewell to the Commodore, and sailed for Tri-
poli accompanied by the “Siren,” Lieutenant Charles
Stewart, who was afterward famous for his double cap-
ture of the “Cyane” and “Levant.”

Besides Decatur and Lawrence, the officers of the
“Intrepid” were Joseph Bainbridge, Jonathan Thorn,
Surgeon Heerman, Midshipmen Thomas McDonough,
Izard, Rowe, Laws, Davis, and Charles Morris, later to
be heard of in the “Constitution” in the war with Eng-
land, and Catalino Salvader, a Sicilian pilot. The crew
was composed of sixty-two men from the “Enterprise.”

Preble’s orders, under which Decatur acted, are dated
on board the flagship at Syracuse, January 31, 1804,
and are as follows:

“Sm :_

“You are hereby ordered to take command of the prize
ketch, which I have named the °‘Intrepid,’ and prepare her
with all possible despatch for a cruise of thirty-five days, with
a full allowance of water and provisions for seventy-five men.

“I shall send you five midshipmen from the ‘Constitution,
and you will take seventy men, including officers from the ‘En-
terprise,’ if that number can be found ready to volunteer their
services for boarding and burning the ‘Philadelphia,’ in the
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harbor of Tripoli; if not, report to me, and I will furnish you
with men to complete your complement.

“It is expected that you will be ready to sail to-morrow
evening, or some hours sooner, if the signal is ready for that
purpose.

“It is my order that you proceed to Tripoli, in company with
the ‘Siren,’ Lieutenant Stewart, enter that harbor in the night,
board the ‘Philadelphia,” burn her and make good your re-
treat with the ‘Intrepid’ if possible, unless you can make her
the means of destroying the enemy’s vessels in the harbor by con-
verting her into a fireship for that purpose and retreating in
your boats, and those of the ‘Siren.’

“You must take fixed ammunition and apparatus for the
frigate's 18-pounders; and if you can, without risking too much,
you may endeavor to make them the instruments of destruction
to the shipping and Bashaw’s Castle. You will provide all the
necessary combustibles for burning and destroying ships.

“The destruction of the ‘Philadelphia’ is an object of great
importance, and I rely with confidence on your intrepidity and
enterprise to effect it. Lieutenant Stewart will support you
with the boats of the ‘Siren,’ and cover your retreat with that
vessel.

“Be sure to set fire in the gun-room berths, cockpit, store-
rooms forward, and berths on the berth deck.

“After the ship is well on fire, point two of the 18-pounders
shotted down the main hatch, and blow her bottom out.

“I enclose you a memorandum of the articles, arms, ammuni-
tion, and fireworks necessary, and which you are to take with you.

“Return to this place as soon as possible, and report to me
your proceedings.

“On boarding the frigate, it is probable that you may meet
with resistance. It will be well, in order to prevent alarm,
to carry all by the sword.

“May God prosper you in this enterprise. I have the honor
to be, sir, Your obedient servant, EpwArp PresLr.”

It is worthy of notice that in these orders, the Com-
modore himself orders every detail of the boar*ing, and
this in the most positive terms. The letter is not punc-
tuated with loopholes for escape for himself from depart-
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mental censure, should the plan fail, or end disastrously.
If successful, the glory he knows will be all Decatur’s
and his companions, but the responsibility of the whole
affair is the Commodore’s and his alone, and he does
not propose to unload it on his subordinate by any cau-
tionary phrases. This was characteristic of Preble.

Had the weather been fair, the run from Syracuse
could have been made easily under sail in twenty-four
hours, but bad weather was encountered, such as is com-
mon to the Mediterranean at that season, and it was
not until the evening of the third day, that Stewart
and his convoy arrived off Tripoli, and the conditions
then were not favorable for making the attack at once.

What discomforts this band of heroes endured may
be better imagined than described. The ketch* was
only about seventy tons burden, or about twice the
size of a modern steam launch. She was extremely un-
comfortable, and when crowded with seventy-five men,
was scarcely habitable even under the most favorable cir-
cumstances.

After dark the pilot and Midshipman Morris went
in to reconnoitre, but found that the sea was breaking too
heavily on the bar to get through. In the meantime
it had come on to blow hard, and the two little vessels
had to stand out to sea again. The gale that followed
was of unusual severity and lasted a week, during which
time those on board the “Intrepid” had a rough ex-
perience. Finally, however, the gale broke, and both

* The “Intrepid” had originally been captured from the French
by the English at the battle of the Nile, and was given by them
to the Bashaw of Tripoli. At the time she was captured by
Decatur, she was armed with four small guns and was car-
rying a cargo of female slaves, which the old Bashaw was send-
ing as a present to the Sultan.
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vessels headed up for Tripoli, the “Intrepid” in the
lead; she arrived off the bar early in the evening of
February 16th, and without waiting for the “Siren” to
support him, Decatur sailed boldly into the harbor de-
termined to make the attack as soon as it should be dark
enough. The fitful breeze, which was dying out, was
strong enough to give the “Intrepid” too much headway,
so that her speed was reduced by means of drags, but
long before she approached close enough to the “Phil-
adelphia,” the wind had died out altogether.

Night came on as the little craft made her way into
the harbor, and the ship’s bell on the “Philadelphia”
was striking five (10:30) when her sentry challenged
the “Intrepid.” Only Decatur and the pilot and two
or three seamen, all disguised as Sicilians, were in sight
above the rail. The rest of the officers and crew were
crouched down on deck, sword in hand, and out of
sight. When the “Intrepid” was hailed, Salvader re-
plied that they were traders and had lost their anchors,
and begged permission to hang on by a line to the
“Philadelphia” until morning. This was readily granted,
and the “Intrepid” at once lowered a boat, and with
Lawrence in charge, ran a line to the “Philadelphia’s”
bows where it was made fast to her cables; at the same
time the “Philadelphia” sent a boat to run a stern line
to the “Intrepid.”

Had the Tripolitan boat got alongside, the character
of the “Intrepid” would have been discovered at once,
but Midshipman Anderson, who was a volunteer from the
“Siren,” and who had come on board the ketch with eight
men after the expedition arrived off Tripoli, seeing the
danger, immediately dropped another boat from the ketch
and pulled out to meet the “Philadelphia’s” boat, from
which he took the line and returned to the “Intrepid.” The



50 James Lawrence.

ketch now lay becalmed under the “Philadelphia’s” guns,
but the ends of the lines from the bow and stern of the
“Philadelphia” were run on board, and the men, without
rising from the deck, rapidly and quietly warped her .
alongside the “Philadelphia.”

As she drew near enough, the Tripolitans saw her
anchors, and their suspicions having already been aroused
by the appearance of the “Siren” dimly visible off the
harbor, they ordered the lines to be cut. But it was too
late. At the same time some of the “Philadelphia’s”
men made out the deck of the ketch crowded with
men. It suddenly dawned on them who these visit-
ors were, and the alarm was instantly given. Decatur,
seeing that further disguise was unnecessary, cried out,
“Away boarders,” and immediately there was a wild
scramble from the ketch up the lofty sides of the “Phila-
delphia” to her spar deck. Decatur led, followed closely
by Lawrence and the others, but he tripped over his sword-
scabbard, and this gave Midshipman Charles Morris the
honor of being the first on board.

The surprise was complete, and the decks were soon
cleared, the enemy either running below, or jumping over-
board. Each officer had been assigned to a particular part
of the ship to distribute combustibles, and Lawrence’s sta-
tion was in the ward room, with a party of ten men.

After the Americans had boarded, in hurrying to their
previously assigned stations on the “Philadelphia,” sev-
eral hand-to-hand conflicts took place with the Tripolitan
sailors, and although a number of the latter were killed,
the Americans escaped without a single casualty—a re-
markable fact when it is remembered what confusion
prevailed on the decks, and the difficulty of distinguish-
ing friend from foe in the darkness.

In less than twenty minutes the ship had been car-
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ried, the combustibles distributed and set on fire, and all
the Americans were again on board the ketch.

The noise of the firing, and the flames from the burn-
ing “Philadelphia” had roused the shore batteries, which
mounted in all about one hundred and twenty-five guns,
and a fierce bombardment was opened upon the ship
with the idea, of course, of destroying the boarding
party.

As soon as Decatur and his men got back to the
ketch, they made sail and stood out of the harbor
under the heavy fire from the forts, but succeeded in
reaching the “Siren” without casualty. When the “In-
trepid” was half-way out of the harbor, the “Philadel-
phia” blew up, and was totally destroyed, and thus the
object of the. expedition was attained. The “Siren” at
once sailed for Syracuse, where Decatur and his men
were received with great enthusiasm by the Commodore
and the fleet.

For his conduct on this occasion, Decatur was made
a Post Captain by Congress, and a sword was pre-
sented to him, while Lawrence in common with the
other officers was voted two months’ pay, “a sordid
and paltry reward which he declined with an indigna-
tion scarcely repressed by respect for the hand that of-
fered, or the name that sanctioned it.”*

This exploit, which closely resembled that of the cap-
ture of the “Hermione,” in Puerto Cabello, five years
before, was declared by Nelson to be the most brilliant
deed of the age,

In the following summer Preble resumed the bom-
bardment of Tripoli, and prosecuted his operations with
characteristic energy and determination. In the gun-
boat attacks of August 3rd and 7th, in which Decatur

* Washington Irving.



52 James Lawrence.

again signally distinguished himself, Lawrence com-
manded the “Enterprise.” For his services on both oc-
casions, he received the thanks of the Commodore, “for
active exertions in towing out and protecting prizes.”

This was the second time that Lawrence had received
the thanks of the Commander-in-Chief for gallantry in
action. Nothing helps a young officer more, or is a
greater stimulus than the commendation of his seniors.
A professional compliment is for an ambitious officer
a very precious and tangible reward for conscientious
endeavor; of course, one does only right when one does
his duty, but appreciation is always pleasant and encour-
aging, and if judiciously expressed is productive of good
rather than harm.

After the attack of August 3rd, in which James De-
catur was killed, Stephen Decatur, who commanded one
division of the gun-boats went on board the “Constitu-
tion” to report to the Commodore. Preble was stand-
ing on the quarter-deck when Decatur approached him,
and said, “Sir, T have the honor to report that I have
captured three of the enemy’s gun-boats.”

Preble flew into a towering passion, and with a sud-
den impulse, he seized Decatur by the lapels of his coat
and almost shook him, as he exclaimed: “Three, sir,
where are the rest of them? Why have you not brought
them all out, sir?”

Decatur instinctively felt for his dirk, but fortunately
it had been dropped overboard in his hand-to-hand
fight with the captain of one of his prizes, and this
breathing spell gave Preble time to recover himself. He
took Decatur into his cabin, and there the quarrel was
made up, and what might havs been a grave scandal
avoided.*

* The Lucky Little “Enterprise.”
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In the midnight attacks on the 28th of August, and
the 3rd of September, “within pistol shot of the rocks,”
Lawrence commanded gun-boat No. 5, a small launch
of twenty-five tons, armed with a long twenty-four-
pounder.*

On the night of September 4th, Lawrence witnessed
the most dramatic incident of the war and one which
resulted in the death of several of his warmest friends
and shipmates. Preble had decided to try the effect of
a fireship on the enemy’s vessels, and to this end he loaded
the “Intrepid” with 15,000 pounds of powder, and 2,000
shell, with the object of sending her into the harbor, and
exploding her in the midst of the Tripolitans. Richard
Somers volunteered for the command, and took with him
Midshipmen Wadsworth and Israel. There was no
moon, and a thick haze hung over the water. The
“Intrepid” was accompanied to the entrance of the har-
bor by the “Argus,” “Vixen” and “Nautilus,” which
were to pick up the “Intrepid’s” boats after the fuse
to the magazine had been lighted. The first part of the
programme was successfully carried out, but soon after
the “Intrepid” had disappeared in the mist, and before
she could have reached the intended position, she ex-
ploded “with a light, one fancies, as of the noon sun;
with a roar second only to the last trumpet.”t

There were no survivors, and it was never known
what caused the premature explosion. Somers was a
brilliant and dashing officer, and his death was a great
loss to the navy. A monument to him and his com-
panions was erected years afterward in the grounds
of the Naval Academy.

* Cooper.
t Carlyle.
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Early in September, 1804, Lawrence was transferred
to the frigate “John Adams,” twenty-eight guns, as her
first lieutenant, a responsible position for a young officer
twenty-three years old, and with only six years’ sea
service. But the experience of a score of peace years
had been crowded into those six of almost constant war-
fare. Aside from his service in the French war, he had
already been in seven fights, and had played a conspicuous
part in the most famous of all cutting-out expeditions.
This record and his service as first of the “Enterprise,”
leaves no doubt that he was well fitted to be the executive
officer of the “John Adams.”

The “Adams” was commanded by Master Command-
ant Isaac Chauncey, and in February, 1805, she sailed
for the United States from Gibraltar, flying Preble’s
broad pennant, he having been relieved by Commodore
Samuel Barron. For his services in the Mediterranean
Preble received a gold medal, which was delivered to
him at Portland by Lieutenant Jacob Jones, who was
sent from Washington for that purpose. In the letter of
transmission, the Secretary of the Navy said:

“You will receive it, sir, as a testimony of your country’s esti-
mation of the important and honorable services rendered by you;
and you will be pleased to accept an assurance of the great
pleasure I have in the honor of presenting it to you.”*

In October, 1806, when Aaron Burr’s expedition was
causing the Administration great anxiety, it was pro-
posed to send Preble to New Orleans in command of
the naval forces to be ordered there to save Louisiana.
This plan, however, was abandoned, and Preble was
not again employed at sea. His health failed soon after-
ward, and in 1807, at the comparatively early age of
forty-six, he died at Portland of consumption.

* American State Papers.
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Lawrence’s next sea service, after his return to the
United States, was the comma- d of one of the flotilla of
small gun-boats which had been authorized by Con-
gress upon the insistence of President Jefferson. The
history of these gun-boats is interesting. Jefferson’s
hostility to the navy was pronounced, but not more so
than that of Gallatin, the Secretary of the Treasury,
who in 1801, thought the navy should be satisfied with
$670,000.* Jefferson, after disposing of as many ships
as possible at the conclusion of the French war, recom-
mended that the remaining frigates be laid up at the
Navy Yard at Washington, where “they would be un- -
der the immediate eye of the Department, and would
require but one set of plunderers to take care of them.”
But in 1803, Congress, instead of reducing the navy,
decided to build four sixteen-gun brigs, and fifteen gun-
boats, and appropriated $96,000 for the brigs alone.t
Gun-boat service was not popular in the navy, and they
were not considered by sea-going authorities as an ade-
quate coast defence, but they were cheap; the estimated
price of one gun-boat was $5,000, and a whole flotilla of
gun-boats could be built for the price of a frigate.] As
a matter of fact, nothing could be more fatuous than to
build vessels that could neither fight nor run away, sim-
ply because they were cheap.

In February, 1807, Mr. Jefferson recommended the
building of two hundred gun-boats, and while the dis-
cussion was dragging in Congress, and between the
President and his Secretary of Treasury, the “Chesa-
peake” affair occurred, and the President won his point.
Randolph of Virginia was bitter in his opposition to vot-

* History of the United States—Adams.
t Ibid.
$ Ibid.
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ing any money for the support of a “degraded and dis-
graced navy,” and Josiah Quincy declared that “except
for rivers and shallow waters these gun-boats were a
danger rather than a defence; and at all times and places
they were uncomfortable, unpopular in the service, and
dangerous to handle and fight. . . . Imprisonment for
weeks, months or years in a ship of the line was no
small hardship, but service in a coop not wide enough
to lie straight in, with the certainty of oversetting or
running ashore, or being sunk in bad weather or hostile
attack, was a duty intolerable to good seamen and fatal to
the navy.”*

The gun-boats afforded no end of amusement to Mr.,
Jefferson’s political enemies, and when “Number One”
was driven high and dry in a corn field on White Marsh
Island in the great cyclone that struck the coast on
- September 4, 1804, the delight of the pamphleteers, and
the scribblers knew no bounds. One wrote of the
stranded gun-boat:

“Let her rest there, and she will grow into a ship
of the line by the time we go to war with Spain. Should
this new experiment in agriculture succeed, we may
expect to see the rice-swamps of Carolina and the to-
bacco fields of Virginia turned by our philosophical Gov-
ernment into dry docks and gun-boat gardens.” An-
other said: “A use has been found for her; she has
become a scare-crow in a Georgia corn field.” At a
banquet in Boston, one of the toasts was: “Gun-boat
‘Number One’; if our gun-boats are of no use upon
the water, may they at least be the best upon earth.”+

At a meeting of the Cabinet in October, 1807, an
order was drafted by which the large ships were to

* History of the United States—Adams.
t History of the People of the United States—McMaster.
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be laid up at the Navy Yards, and to be used as receiv-
ing ships for the gun-boats. Such was the policy of
the Administration at a time when war with England
was considered inevitable.

These boats were originally intended for river and
harbor service, but some one conceived the idea that it
would be a good thing to send them to the Mediterra-
nean to patrol in front of Tripoli to oppose the mos-
quito fleet of the Bashaw, which was composed of fifty
gun-boats, two hundred coasters of twenty to thirty
tons and a number of small vessels of peculiar rig and
build, and they were accordingly prepared for foreign
service. The United States gun-boats were seventy-one
feet long, eighteen feet beam, and sixty to seventy tons
burden.* They were mostly sloop-rigged, and armed
with two long thirty-two-pounders, which it was nec-
essary for the safety of the vessel to stow below
during the voyage aoross the Atlantic. They were very
low in the water, and consequently very wet and un-
comfortable, and almost uninhabitable in a sea-way.

Acting upon the same principle which makes a tor-
pedo boat a cruiser, seven of these little craft were sent
to Europe, sailing from different parts of the United
States, and strangely enough, with one exception they
arrived within a few hours of each other at Syracuse.
The exception was No. 7, which sailed from New York,
May 14, 1805, but springing her mast she returned to
port to get a new one. She sailed again on the 2oth of
June, and was never heard of afterward.t

Lawrence, at this time less than twenty-four years
of age, was ordered to command No. 6. Referring to his
cruise in this vessel some time afterward, he said that

* Emmons.
1 History of the United States Navy—Maclay.
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when he first went on board No. 6, he had not the faintest
idea that he would ever reach the Mediterranean, “or in-
deed, anywhere else.”

He sailed from New York in May, 1805. The pas-
sage was stormy, but otherwise without incident until he
was off the Azores, when he fell in with H. B. M. ship
“Lapwing,” Captain Upton, who mistaking No. 6 for a
wreck ran down to offer assistance, and would not at
first believe that Lawrence had actually crossed the At-
lantic in such a frail craft.

A few days later, the little gun-boat had a notable
experience with the English fleet off Cadiz, and for a
few minutes, Lawrence was brought face to face with
one of the greatest of sea captains, Lord Collingwood.
The event was important on account of the attending
circumstances, and the intimate bearing it had on the
causes that led to the war with England several years
later.

It was in the afternoon of June 12th, that the little
gun-boat was brought to and boarded by the “Tenedos”
and the “Dreadnought,” the latter commanded by Cap-
tain Rotheram, and flying the flag of Vice Admiral Cuth-
bert Collingwood. While Lawrence was entertaining the
boarding officers in his cabin, three of his men who had
already given him a great deal of trouble declared them-
selves English subjects, and demanded the protection of
the English flag. The details of the affair are given in
Lawrence’s report to Commodore Rodgers, which is here
produced.* The affair of No. 6 was eclipsed by that of
the “Baltimore” wlich preceded it in 1798, and that of

* The document is in the possession of Colonel Rodgers, of
Havre de Grace, and the author is indebted to the present Rear
Admiral Frederick Rodgers, who kindly obtained permission to
publish it.
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the “Chesapeake” which followed the next year, and in
consequence has all but disappeared from history, but
the principle which actuated British action in all three
cases was identically the same, and made open hostil-
ities between the two countries a matter of time only.

U. S. Gunboat No. 6, July 12, 1805.
Sig :—

I take the liberty of enclosing you the particulars of the
loss of three of my men by the English fleet off Cadiz. "I should
have made out the statement immediately on my arrival in this
port, but have been constantly employed until this moment get-
ting No. 6 ready for sea.

I have the honor to be, sir,

Your most obedient servant, JAas. LAwrENCE

On the 12th day of June, being off Cadiz, was brought to
by the English squadron off that place and was boarded by
the “Tenon” (“Tenedos”? “Junon”?) and the “Dreadnought.”
While I was below with the officers, three of my men who had
been very unruly during the passage, finding some of their
old shipmates in the boat, declared themselves English sub-
jects and demanded protection, one of them acknowledging
himself a deserter from the “Flora” Frigate; on the cockswain’s
informing the officers of it, I immediately went on deck and
found these three men to be John Patterson, William White,
and George Brown; they were demanded by the officers as
English subjects and one as a deserter. I refused giving them up.

By this time the “Tenon’s” boat had gone on board the
Admiral with the intelligence. Finding it useless to have any
altercation with the officer, I judged it more prudent to go
on board the Admiral and make him fully acquainted with the
situation of the men. I accordingly went on board with the
officer, but previous to my leaving the vessel, I gave my sec-
ond officer, Mr. Roach, positive orders on no account to suf-
fer a man to leave the boat until I had returned. On get-
ting aboard I had a long conference with Captain Rotheram, to
whom I stated that the men were shipped in New York, and,
had received five months’ advance, and had taken the oath of
allegiance to the United States, and that it was more than
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my commission was worth to give them up. He observed
that, as they had voluntarily come forward and claimed pro-
tection as English subjects, he hoped I would not object to
giving them up; if I did he would take them. He said he
had sent for them, and if on examination, it should appear
that they were not Englishmen they should be immediately
given up. I observed that they would not be permitted to
leave the boat, as the Commanding Officer had positive or-
ders not to suffer a man to leave the vessel; but on looking
out of the cabin windows, I perceived them in the boat.

On coming on board they were examined; Patterson pro-
duced a discharge from the “Hercules”; White was known by
the name of Thos. Rickets, to have served his time in Plymouth
Dock as a rope maker, and Brown by the name of George
Marchant, who acknowledged to have deserted from the “Flora.”
On Admiral Collingwood being informed of this, I was sent
for. He observed that as the men were clearly proved to be
English subjects, he was obliged to keep them.

I requested him to let the business run until I .arrived at
Gibraltar, where the business would be investigated before Capt.
Shaw, who I made no doubt, would cheerfully give them up on
their being proved to be Englishmen. He answered they were
on board and must stay. I then told him that I had received
them on board as Americans, they having taken the oath of
allegiance to the United States, and [I] should consider them
as such; that if he was determined to keep the men, I should
deliver up the United States gun-boat No. 6 to him, and re-
quested him to send an officer to take charge of her. He
refused to have anything to do with her, or to deliver up the
men. Thus situated I was under the necessity of leaving
the “Dreadnought” at 8 p. M., as there was every appearance
of a gale coming, and my vessel not calculated to claw off a lee
shore.

On getting on board (No. 6), I found that as soon as the
“Dreadnought’s” boat got alongside, Patterson who was at the
helm left it and jumped into the boat, and was followed im-
mediately by the other two before Mr. Roach could stop them,
who, at any rate, could have made very little resistance, as
the guns were below and no cartridges filled.

Addressed to John Rodgers, Esq.,

Commanding the American Squadron in the Mediterranean.
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When Rodgers was informed of the outrage committed
on No. 6, he issued the following general orders to his
squadron, and although the feeling between the American
and English navies in the Mediterranean was continually
growing more and more bitter, there were no more overt
acts committed upon our flag in these waters.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Un1tep StAaTES FRIGATE “CONSTITUTION,” SYRACUSE,
12th July, 180s.

An insult offered to the flag of the United States of America
on the 12th of June last, near Cadiz, by a British Squadron,
under the command of Vice Admiral Collingwood, induces me,
as the Commander-in-Chief of the United States Naval Forces
in these seas, to direct that you do not, under any pretense
whatever, suffer your vessel to be detained, or your men taken
out of your vessel without you are compelled to do so by su-
perior force; in which case, having resisted to the utmost of your
power, you are directed to surrender your vessel, as you would
to any other common enemy, but on no account to leave her
after you have struck your colors; after which, if you are not
compelled by the author or authors of such insult and violence,
to quit your vessel, you are directed by me to do so, and go-
ing on board the enemy, to deliver your sword to the com-
manding officer of the enemy’s vessel, and not to return to
your own again, unless you are absolutely put on board of
her by force.

On saying you are not to suffer your vessel to be detained,
you are not to consider that it extends to the prevention of
your giving every satisfaction to the vessels of war, you may
meet on the high seas, whose nations are at peace with the
United States, so far as a friendly intercourse will justify.

Jno. Robces,

Commander-in-Chief of the United States Naval Force in
the Mediterranean.

Lawrence arrived in the Mediterranean too late to take
further part in the war, which had been ended by a
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treaty of peace which the Pasha of Tripoli had signed
on the 5th of June, 1805, just a week before the affair
of June 12th, with the British fleet. Tobias Lear, the
American Consul General to Algiers and Tripoli, who con-
ducted the negotiations, agreed to pay $60,000 ransom
for the prisoners of the “Philadelphia,” and this was the
last tribute money ever paid out of the United States
Treasury.

“Thus, after four years of unceasing effort,” says
Adams, “the episode of the Tripolitan war came to a
triumphant end. Its chief result was to improve the
navy and give it a firmer hold on popular sympathy. If
the once famous battles of Truxtun, and the elder sea-
men, were ignored by the Republicans, Preble and Rodg-
ers, Decatur and Hull, became brilliant names; the mid-
night death of Somers was told in every farmhouse; the
hand-to-hand struggle of Decatur against thrice his num-
bers inflamed the imagination of schoolboys who had
never heard that Jefferson and his party had declaimed
against the navy. Even the blindest could see that one
more step would bring the people to the point so much
dreaded by Jefferson, of wishing to match their forty-
fours against some enemy more worthy of their powers
than the pirates of Tripoli.”

Lawrence remained in command of No. 6 sixteen
months, and did not return to the United States until
July, 1806, when his vessel was put out of commission at
Baltimore.

This cruise ended his services in the Mediterranean.
It is unfortunate that the records of the Navy Depart-
ment covering this period are so incomplete. For this
reason Lawrence’s services have of necessity been indi-
cated rather than described, and to appreciate his char-
acter as a zealous, active and skillful officer it is neces-
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sary to remember the discouraging circumstances of per-
sonal hardship and discomfort of his five and one-half
years’ service abroad.

Except for a month on the “John Adams,” a ship of
five hundred and forty-four tons, his duty was confined
to two small vessels, the combined tonnage of which
was not equal to that of a modern sea-going tug boat.
And these vessels, especially the “Enterprise,” were kept
at sea conmstantly, convoying, blockading and carrying
despatches. It was a hard and difficult life, but it pro-
duced a type of sea-officer that has never been excelled.
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CHAPTER 1V.

MARRIAGE—SERVICE DURING PEACE—COMMANDS THE
“wasp,” “ARGUS” AND “HORNET.”

IN 1807, about the time of the ‘“Chesapeake” and
“Leopard” affair, Lawrence was ordered to Portland,
Maine, to relieve Commodore Preble as inspector of the
gun-boats that were building there. During the same
year he was also stationed for a time at the Brooklyn
Navy Yard.

While he was on duty at Brooklyn, the editor of one
of the New York papers published an article directed
against Commodore Rodgers and the commanders of the
gun-boats. “Why,” he asked, “are the commanders of
the gun-boats suffered to be swaggering through the
streets when they should be whetting their sabres?”

As Lawrence had been the commander of a gun-boat,
he probably felt himself personally aggrieved, and ac-
cordingly he wrote a letter to the editor, which, in spite
of its grandiloquence, gives a fair idea of his temper.
He wrote:

“Your query in the ‘Public Advertiser’ of Monday was of a
nature to excite indignation in the coldest bosom, and procure
for you the chastisement which a scoundrel deserves. In an-
swer to your ‘Queries’ which immediately relate to the navy,
if you wish to be informed why Commodore Rodgers did not
employ the apparent force with which Government has invested
him, I would refer you to the constituted authorities. On this sub-
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ject they alone can satisfy your curiosity. In regard to the
Commanders of the gun-boats, whom you term swaggerers, 1
assure you that their ‘sabres’ are sufficiently keen to cut off your
ears, and will be inevitably employed in that service, if any
future remarks injurious to their reputation should be inserted
in your paper.”

In January, 1808, Lawrence served as a member of the
court-martial which tried Captain James Barron, of the
“Chesapeake,” for surrendering three of his men to the
English man-of-war “Leopard,” which was acting under
orders of Admiral Berkeley,* commanding the British
naval forces on the North Atlantic Station.

This affair, while similar to the impressment of Law-
rence’s blue-jackets by Captain Rotheram, was of much
greater importance and consequence, owing to the size
of the “Chesapeake” and the high rank of her command-
ing officer, who supinely permitted the outrage in sight
of his own shores. Never, perhaps, in the history of any

* Admiral Berkeley was not a man with a savory reputation
in his own service. In Lord Howe's famous victory of the ist
June, 1790, he commanded the “Marlborough.” During the fight
he received a slight wound, and turning over the command to
the first lieutenant he went below. The first lieutenant, a hot-
headed Irishman, seized the opportunity to do a little fighting
on his own account, and immediately laid the “Marlborough”
alongside three French line of battle ships. Lord Howe, who
was sitting in an armchair on the poop of the “Queen-Charlotte,”
watching the progress of the battle, saw the desperate sit-
uation of the “Marlborough” and called to his Fleet Captain, Sir
Roger Curtis, and said, “What in the name of Heaven can be
the matter with the ‘Marlborough’?” Sir Roger, who was keen
and satirical, knew Berkeley's character, and after looking in-
tently through his glass a few moments, he turned to the old
Admiral and dryly replied: “I don’t know, my lord, but I im-
agine from the conduct of the ‘Marlborough,’ that Captain Berke-
ley has been killed.”
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military service has there been such a lamentable exhi-
bition of neglect of duty, hesitation and moral weak-
ness. The story, although humiliating, is an interesting
one. Briefly told, it is this:

The “Chesapeake”* had been lying at the Washington
Navy Yard for a long time, apparently being prepared
for flagship of the Mediterranean squadron, as the relief
of the “Constitution,” but, as a matter of fact, she was
held there as the “nest-egg” of the yard, no serious effort
being made to prepare her for service. Master Com-
mandant Gordon was ordered to command her as early
as February, 1807, but he could get no work done in
spite of protests, and so it was not until early in June
that he was able to sail. He had his first experience
with the manner in which the ship had been fitted out
when he attempted to fire the customary salute in pass-
ing Mount Vernon, for he discovered that neither the
sponges nor the rammers would fit the guns.

Captain James Barron, who had been designated as
flag officer of the European squadron, was to have the
“Chesapeake” as his flagship, and he had written to Gor-
don, while the latter was growing restive under the dila-
tory work being performed at Washington, that he had
long been familiar “with the perverse disposition of the
rulers of that establishment,” but advised him that, as
bad as it was, to finish up everything there, rather than
rely upon the Norfolk Navy Yard, which was even worse.

The “Chesapeake’s” battery at this time consisted of
twenty-eight 18-pounders, and twelve 32-pound carron-
ades,t and her broadside weighed 444 pounds; but most
of these guns had to be mounted after the ship arrived at
Hamptop Roads. This, and many other things, delayed

* History of the United States—Adams.
t Ibid, :
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her readiness for sea until June 19th, when Gordon re-
ported to the commodore on shore, “we are unmoored
and ready for weighing the first fair wind.”

On June 21st, Barron hoisted his broad pennant, and
the next morning, at a quarter past seven, the “Chesa-
peake” got under way and stood down the Roads, bound
for Gibraltar. She had just cleared the Capes, when the
“Leopard,” which had been lying at anchor in Lynn-
haven Bay, and had preceded the “Chesapeake” to sea as
soon as she had made out the latter standing down the
Roads, signalled to Barron that she wished to communi-
cate.

The “Chesapeake” was accordingly hove to, and an
English officer came on board with a circular letter
signed by the British commander-in-chief on the North
Atlantic Station, addressed to all commanding officers
under his command, to board and search the ‘“Chesa-
peake” wherever she might be found, and to take out of
her certain men alleged to be deserters from the English
navy. Barron, of course, refused to recognize the au-
thority of the English Admiral, and as soon as the officer
left the “Chesapeake,” he directed Captain Gordon to go
to general quarters, and at the same time filled away.

Unfortunately (and inexcusably) the decks were lit-
tered with stores, and all the gun implements were be-
low ; the passages leading to the magazines were choked
with articles which should have been stored away before
leaving port; in short, the ship was in such confusion
that it was impossible either to properly man or serve
the battery.

A few minutes after the Englishman returned to his
ship, the “Leopard” fired a gun across the bow of the
“Chesapeake” as a signal to heave to again, which being
disregarded, che fired a broadside at the ship, and con-
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tinued firing a quarter of an hour, when the “Chesa-
peake” struck her flag. With the exception of one gun
which was fired by Lieutenant W. H. Allen,* who car-
ried a live coal from the galley in his hand to the gun,
the action was entirely on the part of the “Leopard.”
The “Chesapeake” had several killed and wounded.
Among the latter was Barron himself, who during the
firing remained standing in the “Chesapeake’s” gangway.

Captain Humphreys sent several officers on board the
“Chesapeake,” who searched the ship, and when they had
selected the men they wanted they returned with them tc
the “Leopard.” Barron insisted upon Captain Humph-
reys taking possession of the “Chesapeake,” but this
Humphreys declined to do, precisely as Lord Collingwood
had refused to receive little No. 6 from James Lawrence.

A court of inquiry, of which Captain Alexander Mur-
ray was President, and Littleton W. Tazwell, Esquire,
was the Judge Advocate, was convened at Norfolk
shortly after the outrage to examine into the causes of
Barron’s surrender. As the result of the court of in-
quiry, a general court-martial was ordered for the trial
of Barron, Master Commandant Charles Gordon com-
manding the “Chesapeake” under Barron Captain John
Hall, U. S. Marines, and Gunner William Hook. The
President of the Court was John Rodgers, and the mem-
bers were Captains William Bainbridge, Hugh G. Camp-
bell, Stephen Decatur, Charles Stewart, and John Shaw;
Master Commandants John Smith, John H. Dent and

* Allen at this time was only twenty-three years old. Sev-
eral years later when in command of the “Argus,” he was killed
in the engagement with the “Pelican” in the English Channel.
The action lasted forty-five minutes and the “Argus” was cap-
tured. The English Commander, Maples, was also killed.
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David Porter; Lieutenants Joseph Tarbett, Jacob Jones,
James Lawrence, and Charles I.udlow.

Barron was tried on four charges, found guilty, and
suspended from duty for five years, and although the
Navy Department subsequently ordered him to duty at
Norfolk, he was never again employed at sea, and he
always remained a discredited man.

It may not be out of place to tell here of the duel be-
tween himself and Decatur, which took place nearly
twenty years later, and which grew out of this un-
fortunate affair of the “Chesapeake,” which did so much
to lessen the dignity of the United States Navy in the
eyes of the English.

Decatur had been a member of Barron’s court-martial
against his own protest, as he explained to the Secre-
tary of the Navy, that, having already formed an opinion
of the case, he preferred not to act. Barron knew this,
but in the court, when he had an opportunity of object-
ing to any member, he accepted the court as it was or-
dered by the Department. Decatur, always a bold and
outspoken man, did not hesitate to criticise Barron in the
severest terms, and when afterward the war actually
broke out, and Barron, who was then in Europe, did not
return to the United States to take part in it, Decatur,
whenever occasion arose, became even more violent on
the subject than he had been before.

After the war was over, Barron and his friends made
a determined effort to have him restored to the favor of
the Department and given a command afloat. This effort
was strongly opposed by Commodore Decatur, who said
that Barron deserved no consideration, as he had ab-
sented himself from the country during the entire war.

It is not necessary here to enter into the details of the
correspondence which took place between the two men,
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and which led to the bloody affair at Bladensburg in
1820; suffice it that the duel was fought and Decatur was
killed. Mr. James Barnes, in his “Yankee Ships and
Yankee Sailors,” gives a very interesting account of this
duel. Its particular interest lies in a hitherto unpub-
lished story which was found in the papers of Mr. Barnes’s
great-grandfather, Commodore Bainbridge, who was De-
catur’s second. Both men lay wounded on the ground,
each thinking that his wound was fatal. Decatur said to
Barron, after some conciliatory words had been ex-
changed:

“Barron, will you please tell me why you did not re-
turn to this country during the war?”

With great embarrassment Barron replied:

“I will tell you what I never expected to tell a living
soul. I was in an English prison for debt.”

In the same year of the “Chesapeake” court-martial,
that is to say in 1808, Lawrence was married to Miss
Julia Montaudevert, the daughter of a French sea-cap-
tain, who was lost off the Scilly Islands. By this mar-
riage Lawrence had two children, a girl and a boy; the
latter was a posthumous child and died in infancy. The
daughter, Mary, grew into a beautiful and accomplished
woman, and became the wife of Lieutenant William
Preston Griffin of the navy. She died at the Villa d’Elci,
near Florence, in 1843.* Mrs. Griffin left an infant

*“The spot where she lies has not all the rural beauty of
Mount Auburn, but the hand of Art has done much to embel-
lish it, and the heights of Fiesole look down upon it, and fill it
with classical recollection. It is an appropriate resting place for
genius, virtue and heroic spirit, and she possessed them
all. In her moral and intellectual endowment she was worthy
of the gallant man whose name she bore, and whose dying
words will live in the hearts of his countrymen through all fu-
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daughter who was afterward the late Mrs. Redmond of
Newport. Her only child, a son, is still living.

Soon after his marriage, Lawrence was ordered to the
“Constitution” as first lieutenant, and was for six months
in command of that famous vessel. This seems to have
been his only connection with Old Ironsides. He was
then given the command of the twelve-gun brig “Vixen.”*

An interesting letter, incompletely dated, written by
Lawrence to his wife, presumably while in command of
the “Vixen,” has recently come to light. It is as fol-
lows:

BALTIMORE, May s5th, (?).
My DEAREST JULIA :—

As I was disappointed in getting my letter ashore in time for
Saturday’s mail, I hasten on my arrival at this place to inform you
- that not being able to bear the suspense I was kept in, I made
application a few days past for permission to go on to Wash-
ington for the purpose of having a confab with the Secretary;
he very politely answered me by saying he would be happy to see
me.

I this morning left the brig in my new boat and arrived here
after a pleasant passage of five and one half hours, intending to
leave this early in the morning for Washington, but on attempt-
ing to dress for the purpose of making one or two calls, you can
better judge than I describe, my disappointment on overhauling
my trunk, to find that in place of my new coat, my d—ned
Portugee Steward had packed up an old storm staysail that had
been condemned these two years; you will scarcely credit me
when I assure you that I bore it like a philosopher, imputed it an
accident on his part, did not utter an oath, sat down and ate a

ture time as the index of an unconquerable spirit and as an
incentive to heroic deeds in others.”—N. Y. Evening Post.

* The “Vixen” was 185 tons burden, and was manned by 111
men. Her cruise under Lawrence was uneventful, but in 1812,
a few months after the declaration of war against England, she
was captured by the British frigate “Southampton,” and while
attempting to make port, both vessels were lost on the Bahama
Banks.
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hearty supper, felt more comfortable than if I had gotten into a
violent passion, and finally determined to send Mr. Cooper back
for my coat and wait his return with patience.

He will not be able to get it before next Tuesday evening; the
next morning I shall leave this (city).

As soon as I see the Secretary, I will write you fully. You
may rest assured that I shall call to aid all the rhetoric I am pos-
sessed of, and if possible get permission to return. If it is in-
tended to send Mr.* and Mrs. Barlow out with me, I shall cer-
tainly see them in Washington, and give them such a beautiful
account of the accommodations, particularly as respects to the
ladies as will, I am in hope, induce them to take a merchantman
from choice.

I believe our darling is a year old to-day; kiss her affectionately
for me; that she may experience many, many happy returns of
the day is the fervent prayer of her doting father.

I shall attend most strictly to your request, and write in the
morning to your Aunt Parker.

Remember me affectionately, my dearest Julia, to the family,
und believe me truly, Your affectionate, J. L.

P. S.—I take Coopert with me, as I wish to introduce him to
the Secretary.

Lawrence had been only a short time in the “Vixen”
when he was ordered to command the sloop “Wasp,”
from which ship he was transferred in a few weeks to the
“Argus.” As the orders to the “Argus” were distasteful to
him, he begged to have them rescinded. His letter to the
Secretary of the Navy on the subject is characteristic of
his self-assertion.

U. S. SHIP “Wasp,”
N. York, June 19, 1810.
SIr:—

Having received information from current report an exchange
between Captain Jones, of the “Argus,” and myself as commander
of the “Wasp” is intended by the Department, I beg leave to offer

* Joel Barlow, Minister to France.
t Midshipman Benj. S. Cooper, died a Gaptain in 1850.
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a few observations on the subject, and trust and hope they will
not be deemed irrelevant, or considered as impertinent.

When I received orders to join the “Wasp” I considered it
as an honor which required my most vigorous exertions to merit,
and trust that in the discharge of my duty, it cannot be discov-
ered that I have been for a moment forgetful of the great object
of my pursuit; how far my exertions have been crowned with
success is not for me to say; it is sufficient that I am fully, and
firmly persuaded that they have been exercised to the best of my
ability.

As commander of the “Wasp” I have been at considerable trou-
ble in procuring, disciplining and obtaining a knowledge of my
crew as absolute essentials for carrying into effect such orders as
might be committed to me, and after having secured these ob-
jects by the most unremitted care and anxiety, I must confess my
feelings would be wounded by a causeless removal from a com-
mand which I had considered such an honor, and as incitive to
the most active exertions.

It has ever been the first wish of my heart to submit with
cheerfulness to any order from you which might be intended
to benefit the service, and if the public good can be promoted by
the change now contemplated, I will with as much pleasure resign
the command with which you were pleased to honor me, as I
at first accepted it, but if no such object can be accomplished, I
must with proper deference, beg leave to be continued in my
command, as the vessels are of the same rate.

With these observations I shall leave the subject entirely to
your discretion, and have the honor to be, Sir,

Your most Obd. serv't,

JAs. LAWRENCE.
The Honorable Paul Hamilton.

The request was not approved, and Lawrence ex-
changed into the “Argus,” the event being recorded as
follows in the log of the “Argus,” dated at New York,
3rd of July, 1810:

People employed preparing to remove on board the “Argus.”
At 4 p. M. Captain James Lawrence took charge of the U. S. Brig
“Argus,” with the following officers, viz: Lieutenants John Orde
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Creighton, and Joseph Nicholson, Sailing Master William B.
Shubrick, Lieutenant Swift, of the Marines, Doctor Hartfield,
Midshipmen Sigourney, Webb, Downes, Mayo and Cooper, and
one hundred and eighty-six men. At the same time Captain
Jacob Jones with his officers and men took charge of the “Wasp.”*

In the fall of 1810 a Board, of which Commodore
Rodgers was President, was appointed to conduct a
series of trials with a torpedo invented by Robert Fulton.

The “Argus” was lying in the East River near the
Navy Yard, and she was selected to be the target. Rodg-
ers directed Lawrenoe to prepare his vessel to receive a
torpedo attack and to report when he was ready.

The defence that Lawrence devised against Fulton’s
spar torpedo is identical in principle with the mddern de-
fence against the automobile. Lawrence borrowed a

* Of the eight sea-officers who accompanied Lawrence to
the “Argus,” five rose to the rank of Commodore, and with
one or two exceptions, all became distinguished in the service.
Creighton, who had been on board the “Chesapeake” in her affair
with the “Leopard,” eventually commanded the Brazil Squad-
ron. William Shubrick was a brother of John Templar, and
won distinction as the third lieutenant of the “Constitution”
in her fight with the “Cyane” and “Levant.”” He was in
command of the squadron in the Pacific during the Mexican
War, and ten years later commanded the Paraguay expedi-
tion, flying at the time the flag of Vice Admiral. Of the Mid-
shipmen, Downes, who was Porter’s first lieutenant in the
cruise of the “Essex,” and Mayo rose to flag rank. Sigourney
was killed in 1813 just a month after Lawrence, and his fate
was equally sad. He commanded a small sloop which was oper-
ating in the Chesapeake and its tributaries when he was attacked
by a cutting-out expedition from an English man-of-war. In
the fight that followed, Sigourney was shot through the body,
but refused to go below; while sitting on the deck near the
main mast, animating his men by his example, an English ma-
rine stepped up to him, and deliberately shot him through the
head.
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splinter net* from the “President” and hung it around
the “Argus” at the end of his spare spars, which were
rigged out from the ship’s sides, the net being weighted
with five grapnels and pigs of kentledge. When Fulton
saw this, he acknowledged that his torpedo could not get
through, and asked for time to prepare a scheme for
overcoming the net. Thereupon he proceeded to invent
what he called “a combination of knives calculated to be
fired from a gun for the purpose of cutting a hole through
the net, which being effected, a trough half the size of the
body of a cart (containing the torpedoes) was to be in-
troduced into said hole, and the torpedoes emptied in the
same manner that potatoes are commonly emptied from
the body of a cart.”t Naval officers will recognize in
the “combination of knives” a curious resemblance to the
scissors with which the modern English Whitehead tor-
pedo is fitted for the same purpose of cutting through the
defending net.

In spite of Fulton’s ingenuity the experiments with his
torpedo were a failure.

Shortly after taking command of the “Argus” Law-
rence received his commission as Master Commandant,
dated November 3, 1810.1

* A splinter net, as its name indicates, is for the purpose
of catching flying splinters in action. In the days of wooden ships,
splinters were as dangerous as projectiles. The net was made
of rope and tarred and mixed with sand in order to make
the rope hard and stiff and invulnerable to knife and cutlass.
The nets were triced up around the ship outside the lower rig-
ging, and also formed a defence against boarders.

t American State Papers.

% This rank has not existed in the navy for many years, but
it corresponded nearly with the present rank of Commander.
A Master Commandant was eligible for the command of the
smaller vessels only, just as a Commander of the navy to-day
can command only vessels of certain displacement.
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The following letters from Lawrence to the Navy De-
partment during his command of the “Argus,” and also
of the “Hornet” previous to the war, throw some light
upon his professional life, and give a fair estimate of
his character as a sea-officer. Unfortunately they do
not form a connected story, but between the lines we
can read something of the customs of the navy eighty
years ago, that contrast strongly with conditions on
board a modern man-of-war at the present day.

Unfailing thoughtfulness and consideration for others,
particularly for those under his command, so far as duty
permitted, stands out as one of Lawrence’s chief char-
acteristics; and such indeed is the testimony of all his
contemporaries.

New York, Jan. 6, 1811.
Sm:—

I have received a letter from Commodore Rodgers dated the
2nd inst., directing me to prepare the “Argus” immediately for
foreign service. He mentions having written to you on the sub-
ject of her being coppered previous to her sailing (which can be
done on a moderate estimate of three days). In the event of
your not thinking it necessary until her return, I have informed
him that I can proceed on the service required on twelve hours’
notice.

In consequence of the long and serious illness of Lieutenant
Nicholson, I was induced to reprasent his situation to Commo-
dore Rodgers who directed me to grant him permission to remain
with his friends a short time for the benefit of his health, at the
same time Mr. Shubrick was appointed to act as Lieutenant in
his place, which leaves me without a Sailing Master and obliges
me to request that you will be pleased to order Lieutenant Hoff-
man to the “Argus.” He is now in New York, and has requested
me to intercede with you to appoint him to her.

Should you think proper to appoint him, the Junior Lieutenant
can attend to the duties of the Sailing Master until one is ordered.

Very respectfully, etc.
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U. S. Bric “Arcus,”
Annapolis, April 27, 1811.
Sig:—

1 have the honor to report to you the arrival at this place of
the U. S. Brig “Argus” under my command after a tedious pass-
age of seven days from New York accompanied by a succession of
light southerly winds.

I was instructed by Commodore Rodgers to repair to this place
prepared for foreign service, and (I) have the pleasure of inform-
ing you that the “Argus” is in excellent order, and prepared in
every respect to perform the service required.

As my orders were to report to you on my arrival, and as no
mail leaves this (place) until Tuesday next, I have thought it
most expedient to send an officer on with my report, and have
directed Lieutenant Shubrick to set out for Washington immedi-
ately, which will be benefitting him as well as the service, as he
has a recruiting account for the “Wasp” and “Argus” of long
standing, which he is anxious to settle, and which I presume can -
be done in one day. Very respectfully, etc.

N. B. As Purser Ludlow has stated to me the necessity of his
going to Washington for the purpose of settling some business,
I have granted him permission to go on for that purpose, which
I hope will meet with your approbation.

As an expression of opinion upon a subject that
has recently been discussed in the navy with vigor and
acrimony, the following letter has an especial value
and interest. It will be a surprise to many that even at
that early day, such men as Lawrence objected to ma-
rines as part of the ship’s company.

“ArGus,” Annapolis, (same date).
S :—

Previous to my leaving New York, I understood that a Marine
Officer was to be ordered to the “Argus” in place of Lieutenant
Winthrop. As I have only a Sergeant’s Guard on board, and one
of the first (best?) sergeants in my opinion in the service, I have
to request that the services of a Marine Officer be dispensed with.

Should you be pleased to allow her only a Sergeant’s Guard,
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1 will with pleasure attend and see that the duties of his office
are not neglected.

I am induced to make the above request on two accounts;
first, that the number of (the) Marine Company, or Lieutenant’s
Guard, takes from the efficient force of the vessel of the size of
the “Argus,” inasmuch as they can be of no service aloft, and
that in time of action I have always found more than a Sergeant’s
Guard so much in the way as in some measure to impede the
working of the guns; second, that the “Argus” is not calculated
to accommodate any more officers than she has at present, which
1 trust with my second objection will induce you to grant my re-
quest.

Annapolis, April 2gth.
SIR:—

As the “Argus” is prepared in every respect to execute any
service you may be pleased to order her on, I have to request
your indulgence in granting me permission to come on to Wash-
ington for ten days provided it does not interfere with any ar-
rangements you may have made.

U. S. Bric “Arcus,”
Gloucester Point, May 21st.
Sig:—

I have the honor to report to you that I have arrived off the
Delaware on the fifth day after leaving Washington, cruised in
the offing until yesterday, and was induced in consequence of the
prospect of a blow from the N. E. to run up the Bay for a har-
bour.

As I was deceived in my calculation, and the wind continued to
favor me, 1 judged it advisable to run up to the city for the pur-
pose of taking on board two additional guns you gave me an
order for when last in Washington, (having understood there
were two light twelve pounders well calculated for chase guns at
the Navy Yard).

I shall get them on board in the morning if they will answer,
and immediately drop down and cruise my limited time.

Should there be a prospect of getting seamen in Philadelphia
I will leave an officer to recruit. If not I shall be under the
necessity of sending one to New York, where the “Argus” is un-
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known, as I have several seamen and petty officers whose term of
service expired within a few days, and a number whom I shall
be obliged to discharge early in June.

Since I have left the Chesapeake I have overhauled every ves-
sel I possibly could, but have not been able to discover that any
armed vessel has been off the Delaware for some time, excepting
the French brig now at Philadelphia.

(To the Secretary of the Navy.)

“Arcus,” New York, June 16th.
Sm:—

Commodore Rodgers (now lying at Staten Island wind bound)
has informed me by telegraph* the arrival of the frigate “United
States,” with directions for me to communicate the same to you
immediately.

In the following October, Lawrence was ordered to
the “Hornet,”t the command of which he assumed at Nor-
folk on the 25th of October, 1811. Among the officers
of the “Hornet” were two who later transferred with
him to the “Chesapeake” and served with him in his
last fight; these were Ludlow and Budd. The Sailing
Master was David Connor, who in later life became a
Commodore and commanded the Gulf Squadron in the
war with Mexico.

* An obsolete expression for signals.

t At the time Lawrence joined the “Hornet” she was a sin-
gle-deck man-of-war brig of 460 tons, and carried 18 thirty-two
pounder guns. After he brought her back from Europe, she was
altered into a ship, and two guns were added to her battery.
Her mean draft was a little more than 13 feet, and her crew
consisted of 186 men, a much greater number than she had on
board during the War of 1812.

The “Hornet” sailed on her last cruise, February §, 1829,
under the command of Master Commandant Otho Norris. She
was lost with all on board off Tampico, and is supposed to have
foundered in a heavy gale.
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Lawrence’s first letter to the Navy Department from
the “Hornet” was the following:

U. S. SHir “Horner,”
Norfolk, Oct. 26, 1811.
Sir:—

I have the honor to report to you that owing to head winds
and extreme bad weather I did not arrive at this place until yes-
terday, when I immediately assumed command of the “Hornet,”
and am happy in having it in my power to state to you that I
found her in such excellent order that I think Lieutenant Ballard
merits every encomium that can possibly be bestowed upon him,
for his exertions, which would do credit to any officer of double
his standing in the navy.

He states to me that her sailing is much improved, as in his
run to Norfolk, he passed everything he met with great ease,
which I assure you is highly gratifying to me.

The moment the wind will permit, I shall leave this (place)
for New York, where I hope to have it in my power to confirm
Lieutenant Ballard’s statement.

As 1 was deprived of the pleasure of seeing you previous to
my leaving Washington, permit me to tender you my sincere
thanks for the many favors you have conferred on me, and to as-
sure you that no exertions on my part shall be wanting to merit
a continuance of the favorable opinion you have evinced toward
me.

The “Hornet” reached New York on the evening of
November 1st, and anchored in the East River above
Brooklyn, having been three days making the passage.
She at once began preparations for sea, and on Sunday,
November 11th, she dropped down off the Battery, and
Lawrence reported the vessel ready for service.

“HorNET,” New York, Nov. 11th.
Se:—
The “Hornet” is in every respect ready for service, and can be
put to sea on two hours’ notice.
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I am happy in having it in my power to state to you that she
sails remarkably fast, and is in my opinion as fine a sea-boat as
we have in the service.

In the latter part of November, Lawrence was or-
dered to Europe in the “Hornet” as a bearer of des-
patches to France and England. Events were crowding
fast to break the peace between England and the United
States, that for many years, but particularly since the
“Chesapeake” affair, had been hanging by the most slen-
der of threads, and the despatches that the “Hornet”
was now to take to Paris and London were expected
to bring matters to a crisis. Naturally her return with
the replies was awaited with unusual interest and anxiety.

The English Minister, Mr. Foster, had arrived in the
United States the preceding July, with instructions from
Lord Wellesly to settle the “Chesapeake” affair which
had long been a matter of dispute, but just before his
arrival the affair of the “Little Belt” had taken place,
and as Mr. Adams says, “He found that the Amer-
icans cared nothing for reparation of the ‘Chesapeake’
outrage, since Commodore Rodgers had set off against
it an outrage of his own, and had killed four men for
every one killed by Captain Humphreys.” But at the
time the “Hornet” sailed on her mission, the public
was eager for war; the American Minister, Mr. Pinck-
ney, had left London; the refusal to repeal the orders
in Council, the daily insults to American shipping on
the coast by British frigates, and the constant proddings
of the press, all combined to the open rupture that every
one knew could not be delayed much longer.

Before sailing, Lawrence, acting on his own responsi-
bility, but in accordance with precedent, agreed to take
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a considerable amount of specie to Europe for ocertain
merchants in New York.

In doing this, Lawrence was entirely within his pre-
rogatives. The transportation of gold, silver, or jew-
els by men-of-war has always been excepted from the
prohibition to receive on board any vessel of the navy
any goods or merchandise for freight, sale or traffic.
The trouble in this particular case was that the Wash-
ington Cabinet, knowing that war with England was
imminent, disapproved removal of specie from this coun-
try. Lawrence, who had no means of judging the political
drift and was ignorant of the real relations between the
United States and England, should have been informed
by the Navy Department of its views on the subject.

Not only is a naval officer authorized by law to re-
ceive on board his vessel such articles for freight or safe-
keeping, but the law authorizes a certain compensation
which he can demand from the owners if he deems proper
to do so. At that time the navy pay of a Master Com-
mandant was only $60.00 per month with an allowance
of five rations per day, (a ration was worth twenty-
five cents) and such an opportunity to add to his slen-
der income was naturally welcomed by Lawrence as a
" piece of great good fortune.

When the transaction became known at Washington,
the President promptly directed the Secretary of the Navy
to disapprove the action and order Lawrence to land
the money at once.

Lawrence was deeply wounded, and in reply to the
Secretary’s letter, he quoted as a precedent the case of
Captain Evans of the “Chesapeake,” and added: “I did
not consider it necessary to trouble you on the subject,
presuming that the indulgence granted one officer would
not be refused to another.” He also reminded the De-
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partment that by the twenty-third article of war* enacted
by Congress in 1800, he had not violated the law. Then
with his characteristic frankness he concludes, “I trust
you will excuse the liberty I take in observing (as my
opinion) that when an officer of the Government enters
into a contract in virtue of the Law of the United States
(and which had been previously acted on by others), he
ought to be permitted to perform contracts already made,
although policy may render it necessary to preclude him
from making others.”

The question of the specie caused Lawrence much
anxiety. He felt that his own word was at stake with
the merchants, and also from a material point of view, he
realized that they could hold him responsible for any
pecuniary loss that might be incurred. “In the pres-
ent instance, considerable loss will be sustained,” he
wrote the Secretary, “by the merchants who have shipped
specie on board the ‘Hornet’ on the faith of the law
above cited, as they were obliged to purchase gold above
par, and must deposit it at a loss; and as to myself, I
shall be left to their mercy for not performing an obli-
gation I felt authorized to make.”

On December s5th he wrote again, saying, “It has
been reported in New York this day, that I did not land
it (the specie) agreeably to your order. From what

* The 23d article of war:

“If any Commander, or other officer shall receive, or permit
to be received, on board his vessel, any goods or merchandise,
other than for the sole use of his vessel, except gold, silver
or jewels, and except the goods of merchandise of vessels which
may be in distress, or shipwrecked, in order to preserve them
for their owner, without orders from the President of the United
States, or the Navy Department, he shall on conviction thereof
be cashiered, and be incapacitated forever afterwards for any
place or effice in the navy.”
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my feelings have suffered on this occasion, as well as
the risk I ran in being made liable for the loss sus-
tained by the purchase and deposit of gold, I cannot but
regret that at the time I received orders to prepare the
‘Hornet’ immediately for foreign service, it had not
been intimated to me that policy required that at this
time, specie could not be sent out of the country, and
trust that on referring to the variety of precedents which
must have occurred to the Department that no blame
can be attached to me.”

The money was returned to the merchants, being
landed in the ship’s boats in charge of Lieutenant Con-
nor, and presumably this was the end of the matter.

On December 1st, Lawrence informed the Depart-
ment, “Should I not be detained long in England or
France, I am in hopes to be back in February, as the
‘Hornet’ is well found in all respects. I have received
a letter from the Russian Minister, Mr. Daschkroff, re-
questing me to bring from France a few articles belong-
ing to him. As he mentions you, I presume there can be
no impropriety in my complying with his request.”

The “Hornet” dropped down to the Narrows from
Staten Island, on December sth. The day before, she
had narrowly escaped going ashore at Governor’s Is-
land, and was only saved by Lawrence’s clever seaman-
ship. The ship was got under way from the Battery, and
beat down the river, but the wind died out and the tide
swept her close in-shore, when the “best bower” was
let go, and that failing to bring her up, “let go the
small, and then immediately picked up both anchors and
made sail again.”

It was the intention to go to sea that afternoon, but
the ship was detained by baffling winds which were in
turn succeeded by a southeast gale, and she did not
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sail until December 6th, having on board as passengers,
Mr. Biddle and Mr. Taylor, messengers to the Courts
of St. Cloud and St. James.

The “Hornet” made the passage to Cherbourg in
twenty-four days, although the run from land to land
was only eighteen days. In the language of the log-
book, she “discovered” the town of Cherbourg on the
morning of December 3ist, and Lieutenant Shubrick
was sent ashore for a pilot. Lawrence remained in
Cherbourg only long enough to land Mr. Biddle, and
then proceeded across Channel to Cowes, where both
he and Mr. Taylor left the ship for London.

While at Cowes, Lawrence had another unpleasant
encounter with the British naval authorities. One of .
his men, Robert Montgomery, an ordinary seaman, de-
serted from the jolly-boat and gave himself up to one
of His Majesty’s naval recruiting officers, claiming to
be a British subject. As soon as Lawrence heard of
this, he sent Lieutenant Shubrick ashore to demand
his release, but for the second time in his experience
his demand for his own men was treated with contempt.
Shubrick was told that the man Montgomery was
known to be a British subject, and a deserter from
the man-of-war “Implacable,” Captain Cockburn, and
that, therefore, Captain Lawrence’s request was declined.
There was nothing to do but to submit, but it was an-
other step toward the rupture that was then not far off.

About the middle of January, the “Hornet” returned
to Cherbourg, and here rather an amusing incident oc-
curred. The question of gun salutes between foreign-
ers is one that has often caused embarrassment and
been productive of ludicrous situations, and yet in naval
etiquette there is no ceremony more rigorously observed.
The regulations prescribe that salutes to foreigners shall
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be returned gun for gun, and any deviation from this
rule requires an immediate explanation.

When Lawrence returned to Cherbourg from Cowes,
he found there the French Admiral, and after paying
the usual call of ceremony and ascertaining that his
salute would be returned, he fired a salute of seven-
teen guns, which, however, was returned with sixteen
guns. Lawrence at once remonstrated, and in reply, the
Admiral sent an officer on board the ‘“Hornet” to apol-
ogize, and to say that the mistake was made by the
Captain of the ship, but if Lawrence desired it, he
would fire another gun, which was accordingly done.*

About the first of February, Lieutenant Ballard and
Midshipman Newton returned from Paris with Mr. Por-
ter, a bearer of despatches from Mr. Barlow, the Amer-
ican Minister to France, to Mr. Rush, Minister in Lon-
don, and the next day, Lawrence got under way for
Cowes, where he remained until the return of Mr. Por-
ter from London. On the return passage to Cherbourg
the “Hornet” had a narrow escape from being wrecked
on the dyke of the harbor of Cherbourg, and was com-
pelled to stand out to sea to clear it. Before she could
regain an offing, it came on to blow, and she did not

* This incident recalls one in the writer's experience. A
man-of-war entered a certain South American port several years
ago, and when the anchor was dropped, a national salute of
twenty-one guns was fired with the flag of the country at the
fore truck. After waiting a reasonable time for a reply from
the fort, an officer was sent to demand an explanation, and
returned with the answer that there was no powder ashore, but
if the Admiral would lend a sufficient number of charges the
salute would be returned at once.

The Chinese cut the knot by maintaining a standard salute
of three guns, which was never varied, and was until recently
the same for a Mandarin as for a Viceroy.
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reach Cherbourg until the afternoon of February the
15th, forty-eight hours from Cowes. During the gale,
an English brig was sighted; Lawrence at once beat to
quarters and cleared for action, but the time for fight-
ing had not yet come, although it was closer at hand
than perhaps he imagined. This exciting passage was
further marked by losing a man overboard. A boat
was lowered and a search made but without success; the
boat, however, was stove alongside in hoisting.

The “Hornet” was detained at Cherbourg until the
latter part of April, part of which time Lawrence spent
in Paris which was then very gay, the Imperial Court
being at St. Cloud.

Finally on April 25th, another bearer of despatches
from Mr. Barlow to London, accompanied by a party of
Americans, arrived from Paris and took passage with
Captain Lawrence for England, where they were landed,
and then without further stop, Lawrence set sail for
the United States on the 27th of April, having on board
Mr. Taylor, Sir James Jay, and a Mr. Legrand. At
six o’clock in the evening of May the 1gth, the “Hornet”
anchored off Castle William, having made the passage
in twenty-two days in spite of heavy weather, in which
she had lost her foretopmast and several lighter spars,
and parted much of her running and standing rigging.
In reporting his arrival, however, Lawrence informed
the Department that he would be again ready for sea in
five or six days.

On the 22nd of May, the “Hornet’s” despatches were
received in Washington, and the event is thus described
by the French Minister in a letter to his Government :

“The ‘Hornet’ has at last arrived. On the rumor of this
news the avenues of the State Department were thronged by a
crowd of members of both Houses of Congress, as well as by
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strangers and citizens, impatient to .:now what the long expected
vessel had brought. Soon it was learned that the ‘Hornet’ had
brought nothing favorable, and that Mr. Barlow had as yet con-
cluded nothing with your Excellency. On this news the furious
declamations of the Federalists, of the commercial interests, and
of the numerous friends of England were redoubled; the Re-
publicans, deceived in their hopes, joined in the outcry, and for
three days nothing was heard but a general cry for war against
France and England at once. . . .’*

* History of the United States—Adams.
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CHAPTER V.
THE WAR WITH ENGLAND.

IT is necessary to consider briefly a few of the circum-
stances which occasioned the open rupture with Great
Britain.

England’s credo “once a subject always a subject,” and
her claim that a nation had a right to the allegiance
of a citizen wherever he might be found, was not ac-
cepted by the United States, and her persistence in
impressing seamen out of merchantmen with absolute
disregard to the safety of navigation, and often leaving
vessels too short-handed to work into port, only
strained to the ultimate limit political relations that were
already sorely tried. Moreover, the Orders in Council,
by which Americans were forbidden to trade with
France, though ostensibly a belligerant retaliation on
the Berlin and Milan decrees, operated so severely on
the neutral and maritime rights of the United States that
to vindicate her lawful claim to a participation of the
common ocean, she had recourse to arms.*

On this subject President Madison said: “We for-
bore to declare war until to the other aggressions had
been added the capture of 1,000 American vessels, and
until a final declaration had been made by the Govern-
ment of Great Britain, that her hostile orders against

* Naval Annals.
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our commerce would not be revoked, but on conditions
as impossible as unjust, whilst it was known that these
orders would not otherwise cease but with war, which
had lasted nearly twenty years, and which according
to appearances at that time might last as many more.
Our resolution, therefore, to oppose the enemy’s per-
secuting outrages, must carry with it the good wishes
of the impartial world, and the best hopes of support
from an omnipotent and just Providence.”*

But what did more than anything else to precipitate
the war and make it inevitable was the insolent conduct
of English naval officers on the American coast. From
Passamaquoddy to Rebellion Roads, they bullied, im-
pressed, blockaded, burned and captured as suited their
caprice. On one occasion they rifled the mail, and on an-
other chased a revenue cutter which had on board the
Vice-President of the United States.t The affair of the
“Chesapeake” was simply the culmination of a long se-
ries of outrages beginning with the “Baltimore” in 1798,
continuing with the “Cambrian,” the “Driver” and the
“I.eander,” and ending with the “Little Belt” in 1811.
The news of the “Chesapeake’s” encounter with the
“Leopard” aroused the wildest passions of the whole
country from the seaboard to the Alleghanies, and turned
into white heat the smouldering embers of fierce anger
against England.

“Never,” said Jefferson, referring to the “Chesapeake”
affair, “since the battle of Lexington, have I seen this
country in such a state of exasperation as at present.”
But it was not the policy at that time of President Jef-
fersom, or his Secretary of State, to declare war if it
could possibly be avoided, and although the popular

* History of the United States—Adams.
t History of the People of the United States—McMasfer.
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voice cried for vengeance, it was five years before the
score was settled.

When the breaking strain was reached, and Con-
gress declared war against Great Britain on the 18th
day of June, 1812, the navy of the United States con-
sisted of seventeen vessels aggregating 15,300 tons,
armed with 442 guns, and manned by 5,052 officers
and men. The English navy consisted of 1,048 ves-
sels* armed with 27,800 guns, and a total tonnage of
860,990 tons.} There were nearly 4,000 lieutenants
alone in the English navy list. No small wonder then
that, according to a writer of that day, “it was the gen-
eral expectation that the infant navy of the Republic
would be swept from the sea.”

Before proceeding to consider the career—all too brief
—of Lawrence in this war, it will be proper to de-
scribe briefly the ships which composed the United
States Navy.

The frigates had a spar deck with raised ends, which
were called the topgallant forecastle and the poop,
upon which were mounted the carronades or short guns;
the long guns were mounted on the main deck, which
was the deck below the spar deck. Forward on the main
deck, a port was cut in each bow through which were
thrust long guns, 12-pounders and 24-pounders, called
bow chasers. The gun on the forecastle was usually
pivoted, that is, it could be trained to fire on either beam
—a type of gun mount that was peculiarly American.

The sloops or corvettes had only one deck, which was
unbroken by superstructures from bow to stern. On
this deck were mounted in broadside the battery of

* MS. in Naval Academy Library—Trowbridge.
t James says the number of naval vessels in commission was
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carronades, while the bow was pierced as in the frigates
for two long bow chasers. Small brass guns were some-
times mounted on the quarter-deck, but they were as a
rule, intended more for ornament than for serious work.

A few years ago an English Admiral dining on board
one of our new cruisers said to the American Captain:
“You people have forced us to change our ship construc-
tion three times; when will you do it again?” The
War of 1812 taught the British for the first time that
their ships could be improved upon, and the marvelous
success of the American frigates, which could fight in any
weather, chase and overhaul, and if need be, run away
when the odds were against them, compelled English
constructors to copy the models of their opponents.

When the “President” was taken to England after
her capture, the most careful study was made of her
lines, timbers and spars. The result of the investiga-
tion, which was conducted with religious scrutiny, was
the discovery that her lines were finer, her scantling
heavier, and her spars longer and thicker in propor-
tion than those of any British ship of equal, or even of su-
perior rate. For instance, the thickness of the “Pres-
ident,” a vessel of 44 guns and of 1,533 tons, at the
’midship main deck port sill, including the outside and
inside planking, and the frames, was twenty inches, while
the corresponding measurement of the “San Domingo”
of 1,819 tons, and the “Hero” of 1,741 tons, which were
rated as 74’s, was nineteen inches. This difference in
the thickness of the sides of the vessels had a very im-
portant bearing on the result of an action so far as con-
cerned wounds to the hull, for a shot that would easily
pass through the sides of the “Hero,” would simply
stick in the “President.”

A comparison of spars shows that the height of the
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main mast of an American 44-gun ship was one foot
greater than that of a British 64, and its diameter an
inch and one-half greater. This, of course, meant a
greatly increased spread of canvas, and consequently
greater speed.

Some eminent authorities in England held that the
increased weight of hull, caused by thicker sides and
heavier spars, would decrease the speed, but any ap-
parent disadvantage of this kind was more than com-
pensated in the American ships by their finer lines and
comparatively greater length for same displacement, and
in the end, the Briti