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INTRODUCTION

THE principal object held in view, while
writing this history, was to give, within con-
venient limits, an account in every way truth-
ful of those events of our war with Spain in
which our navy had a part. And it seems
proper to say here, first of all, that among the
many remarkable features of this war few are
more cheering to the student of history than
- the promptness with which the Administration
spread before him the material that he need-
ed. And not only was the material furnished -
promptly; it was also given almost in full
The official reports of the commanders of our
ships, as well as of our squadrons, have been
made public almost as soon as received by the
Navy Department. The reports have been
in every case at once modest and yet detailful
statements of what had been done. Further
than that, and better than that, from the point
of view of a student of history, so many de-

spatches relating to such disputed matters as
xvii



xviii INTRODUCTION

the conduct of the battle off Santiago have
been printed, that no point of importance is
now unsettled. It is possible to assert that
this history has been taken, in all important
matters, directly from official sources.

As to parts of the narrative not taken from
official reports and despatches the principal
source of information has been in the accounts
written by naval officers for such periodicals as
Scribner's, the Century, Harper's, the Army
and Navy Fournal, and the Army and Navy
Register.

The people of the United States are greatly
indebted to those officers who contributed,
over their own signatures, to the general
knowledge of what was done, and to the
Navy Department, as well, for relaxing the
rule that ordinarily prevents a naval man’s ap-
pearing in print. I have also had a number of
letters from and personal interviews with naval
officers whose work I have described.

In addition to these sources of information
I have had recourse in a few cases to what has
been written by newspaper reporters. It is
with extreme regret that I find a word of ex-
planation regarding the accuracy of the news-
paper reports necessary. A time ought to
come, and so it will come, when every report-
er’s sense of honor will be so strong that it will
be as difficult to find a misstatement in a daily
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paper as it is to find one now in a reputable
monthly magazine. But that time is not yet
here, and so I must say that I know every re-
porter whom I have quoted to be a trustworthy
writer except one whom I do not know person-
ally, the reporter of the London Maz/, whose
interview with Admiral Montojo is given; but
I know the managing editor of the #Maz/, and
his character warrants the use of that report in
any history.

Perhaps it may not be amiss for me to add
here, that a very interesting feature of the war
was the presence of many newspaper despatch-
boats in the operations around Cuba. No
such work as they did was ever known before
in the history of naval wars. And I know
that the reporters so engaged were, with a
few exceptions, unwearied and fearless in en-
ergy and enterprise, and were entirely sincere
and faithful to the readers of the papers rep-
resented. I speak from actual knowledge in
this matter, for I-was myself one of the re-
porters during the earlier months of the con-
flict on the Cuban coast.

If any inaccuracies be found in this history,
they are blunders and not due to a lack of
trustworthy sources of information.

But to give a truthful narrative of the events
of the war is not quite all that I have attempted
here. It seemed necessary to review briefly
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the events in the history of Cuba that com-
pelled us to interfere in the affairs of another
nation. And this was the more necessary for
the reason that we had been more or less in-
volved in the trouble between Spain and her
“ever faithful ” island of Cuba. It has been no
pleasant task to recount even briefly the facts
regarding Spain’s rule in Cuba, and still less
so the bearing of the affairs of the General
Lloyd Aspinwall and the Virginius on the
conflict just ended. But unless I have labored
in vain, the reader must see that these accounts
could not be omitted. Perhapswhile perusing
them it will be seen that undue patience and
forbearance in international dealings, as in
dealings between men, sometimes come to be
considered an evidence of weakness; that dig-
nity and firmness, backed even by physical
force, are absolutely necessary if we would
preserve peace and do right, especially when
dealing with those who are weak and greedy
and shifty.

As to the facts in the cases of these two
ships, they were taken from an account of
the Aspinwall, written for Scribner’'s Monthly
by one connected with the administration then
in power, and from a message of the President
(Ex. Doc., No. 30, 43d Cong., 1st Sess.) con-
taining all the documents and much other
matter relating to the Vzrginzus.

S
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~ Further than that I have given a short, but
what I believe to be an adequate, account of
the growth of our navy from the inception of
the White Squadron. It is a matter that de-
serves attention for more reasons than one, but
is needed here in order to help us comprehend
the ability of our naval men. To describe the
heterogeneous squadron with which Sampson
went to San Juan, is to show his resourceful-
ness. The squadron of protected cruisers
which Dewey took to Manila had a battle-ship
task to accomplish in attacking ships and forts
at once ; but what it lacked in armor-plate was
made up by the Harveyized grit of its com-
manding officer and crews.

On the whole here is a story the facts of
which, however told, must stir the heart of
every American who has red blood in his
vejnS. _
It was a war to bring peace where anarchy
reigned. We sought the enemy in his own
chosen arena. We met him man-fashion, and
we literally swept him from the seas. Four of
the finest armed cruisers and two of the best
torpedo-destroyers in the world, with nearly a
score of lesser war-ships were driven to the
rocks or sunk out of sight, while hundreds of
their crews were killed. And yet in all that
work we lost one man killed, and less than a
score wounded, while the damage done to our
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ships did not disable even so much as a single
gun for one minute., Nor was our work in
blockading and attacking shore batteries much
less brilliant or much more destructive to us.
There was never a war, afloat or ashore, like
this.

JR S
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Rear-Admiral William T. Sampson.
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OUR NAVY IN THE WAR WITH SPAIN

CHAPTER 1

THE DEMAND FOR INTERVENTION

EFFORTS TO SUBJUGATE THE INSURGENT CUBANS THAT HAD DE.
GENERATED INTO A PITILESS WAR OF EXTERMINATION WHERE-
IN EVEN WOMEN AND CHILDREN WERE DELIBERATELY STARVED
TO DEATH—WHERE INTERVENTION WAS A DUTY AND NON-
INTERVENTION NOT ONLY CRUEL BUT DASTARDLY,

THE student who is looking for the origin of
our war with Spain must go back as far as
1814, the very year in which the Spanish be-
stowed upon the island of Cuba the appellation
of “the ever faithful.” Spain had been over-
run by the armies of Napoleon, and a Napoleon
had been placed upon her throne, but Cuba had
proved faithful to the Spanish régime, and when
the Spanish line once more entered, the Madrid
~ palace there was as sincere rejoi¢ing ih -Cuba as
in any district of Spain. Cube was pt thigtime
in an especially prosperous condition. “The -
cultivation of sugar and tobacco had but re-
cently been introduced. A valuable class of
citizens had come to her—the industrious
French who fled from the negro revolutionists
of Santo Domingo. The tremendous crops

raised on virgin soil by slave-labor were sold at
1
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enormous prices. The Spanish Government
looked at the prosperity of the colonists with
the eyes of greed only. “In spite of the high-
sounding title of ‘Faithful Cuba,’ bestowed on
her generous island sons, Spain subtly reverted
to her old methods, and used their country as
a conquered El Dorado, the quickly developed
resources of which she was determined to turn
to her selfish account, regardless of possible
consequences. The Cubans, however, who had
learned many things since the opening of the
century, soon showed a distinct disinclination
to submit to this process.” Nor was it misrule
alone that roused the antagonism of the Cubans,
for though they were all of Spanish descent—
and so far as the social leaders were concerned,
of unmixed blood—they were treated as inferi-
ors by the Spanish officials, who came out to
wring fortunes from the island, and what was
infinitely worse, the Cuban ladies were con-
.temptuausly., called pelareas, or “croppies,” a
term originating’ in their fashion of wearing
= Orgpped.of ishiop, hair,
""" The Spanish repaid Cuban loyalty not only
with increased taxation, but they added personal
insult and contempt to financial injury.

The Spanish system, first shown in its perfidy
in 1814, reached a climax of cruelty under
Governor-General Weyler, known as “the
Butcher,” who landed at Havana on February
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10, 1896. The Cubans had been in revolt from
time to time for half a century, the last out-
break having been started early in 1895. Wey-
ler was appointed because he had in former
years, in a subordinate capacity, made a reputa-
tion for pitiless rigor in the
exercise of official powers
in the island. He began
his rule by proclaiming that
all residents who did not
actively aid him in extirpat-
ing the revolution were to
be considered and treated
as armed enemies, and that
meant that they might be
shot at the order of any
officer of the army in command of any troop.
No form of trial was needed. The officer’s
order was sufficient.

In the long war ending in 1878 the Govern-
ment had issued an order commanding all
~country residents to remain on their plantations
at night, and to keep white flags flying above
their buildings in token of their loyalty. Peo-
ple found beyond their landed limits might be
shot, and buildings found with no white flag
displayed were to be burned. Without waiting
for this order to be promulgated throughout
the country districts, the soldiers went forth to
kill, pillage, and destroy. So it happened that

Governor-General Weyler,
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thousands of innocent planters were murdered
and robbed. But Weyler went still farther
than that, for he compelled a few wealthy
planters to take troops to their plantations, and
there support them, while all other inhabitants,
no matter how impoverished they might be,
were compelled to concentrate themselves in
the garrisoned towns. These people brought
from the farms were called reconcentrados. A
few—here and there a family—were able, after
mortgaging their land, to raise enough money
to buy food. The small landholders, the Gua-
Jros, who held a few acres only, and lived from
hand to mouth, together with the laborers or
peons, were without any resource for obtaining
even the commonest articles of food, save only
as the rich gave them in charity.

In this way tens of thousands of helpless
people were brought to the garrisoned towns,
to sit down in idleness, leaving the fields to lie
uncultivated and the supplies of vegetables to
cease. In short, this was an order for the
starvation of perhaps half the population.

For the men who came to town one may feel
but little pity. It was often said that if they
lacked the courage to go to the mountains and
join the insurgent bands in the fight for inde-
pendence they deserved no sympathy. That is
an iron dictum, but if it be accepted, there yet
remain the thousands of women and children

DS, | DU
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who could not fight and who were not per-
mitted to cultivate the soil—who were com-
pelled to lie down and die.

Of the atrocities perpetrated by the Spanish
soldiers in bringing these unfortunates to the
towns—how unarmed men were shot for the
pleasure of seeing them quiver and die, and how
women were outraged—no adequate account
has ever been given nor ever can be, nor ever
ought to be. The foraging ants that ravage the
tropics in search of insect prey are not as cruel
as Weyler’s soldiers were, for the ants instantly
kill their victims, while Weyler's were reserved
for the slow torture of starvation, where moth-
ers were compelled to look upon dying children
and children upon dying parents, helpless to-
avert the fate that awaited all. However much
the numbers of the Cuban army were exagger-
ated in the public prints of the United States
during 1896 and 1897, the stories of the suffer-
ing under Weyler were never half told, simply
because no man was able to portray them as
they were. Words failed.

Having garrisoned the important towns, built
block-houses along the railroads, and two lines
of tiny forts connected by barbed-wire tangle-
ments (trochas) clear across the island, Weyler
sat down to watch his victims die. The country
that he controlled was what lay within range of
his Mauser rifles, and not a yard more. The
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-

insurgents, though in small bands, and wretch-
cdly armed, ranged the interior at will.

Of systematic effort to hunt the insurgents
from their retreats, there was absolutely none,
and the forays that were made at rare intervals
were worse than useless for the intended pur-
pose, for they resulted in little more than the

devastation of the plantations visited, while -

every injury done to Cubans was sure to bring
reprisals in some form. The Spaniards did
manage to kill two or three leaders. José
Marti and General Maceo became victims.
But no head was made in wiping the insurrec-
tion away. The only thing accomplished was
the all but utter prostration of every form of
" peaceful industry throughout the island, and
the gradual extinction, by cruel starvation and
murder, of such of the Cubans as came within
the Spanish power.

The English author of “Cuba, Past and
Present,” who refers to us as * the easily excited
Americans,” on ‘“the very verge of hysteria,”
in speaking of Weyler, says:

“ His desperate struggle to stamp out the
revolt seems to have driven him to frenzy. He
might be Caesar Borgia come to life again.
Ie conceived it his duty to extinguish the civil
war at any cost, and he used the self-same meth-
ods which made the fame (or shame) of Her-
nando Cortez. Since the days of Alva the

-
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horrors he perpetrated have rarely been equalled
in human history.”

That was in Cuba, an island, lying just ninety
miles off our coast, and entirely ‘ within the
economic orbit of the United States.” Its
prostrate people appealed to us for help.

At that cry some who dreaded the influence
of war, and the results of interfering with any
matter beyond our own borders, replied that
the Cubans were as cruel as their masters, which
wastrue; that they were incapable of self-govern-
ment, which seemed altogether probable ; and
that therefore we ought not to interfere. But
others—characterize them as you will—replied :

“If what you say of the Cubans be true, then
we must interfere if it be only to drive from the
Americas the barbarous government that could
produce such a people.” And when these spoke
the nation and the civilized world applauded.

“There must be a stage- in misgovernment
which will justify the interference of by-stand-
ing nations,” wrote Mr. Anthony Trollope,
while in Cuba fifty years ago. And to this
may be added the words of John Ruskin in his
essay on “War:”

“I tell you that the principle of non-inter-
vention, as now preached among us, is as selfish
and cruel as the worst frenzy of conquest, and
differs from it only by being not only malignant
but dastardly.”



CHAPTER 11

TEACHING SPAIN TO DESPISE US

WHEN OUR SENSE OF HONOR WAS SO LOW THAT AMERICAN SHIPS
WERE SEIZED ON THE HIGH SEAS BY FOREIGN MEN-OF-WAR
AND WE PERMITTED THE AGGRESSOR TO CHANGE THE REAL
ISSUE—AMERICAN CITIZENS SHOT TO DEATH WITHOUT TRIAL
AND AN AMERICAN CONSUL CONFINED TO HIS OFFICE BY AN
ARMED GUARD—TWO STRIKING PICTURES OF SPANISH DI-
PLOMACY IN THE HISTORIES OF THE ASPINWALL AND THE
VIRGINIUS.

How we tried to restore order in Cuba before
we resorted to armed intervention shall be told
farther on. It is necessary to relate first two
incidents in what is known as the ten-year war
between the Spanish and the Cuban insurgents.
Two American ships were seized by the Span-
iards under circumstances that warranted war
on our part, but we showed extreme forbear-
ance in both cases, with the result that the Span-
iards came to regard us with a hearty contempt.
There is an old proverb which says, “ when you
clinch the devil you must use your claws.” It
applies here. If we had been firm in asserting
our rights in 1869 and 1873 we should have
had no war in 1898.

Y S SSU |S
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On the morning of- January 21, 1869, the
American steamer Colonel Lloyd Aspinwall,
while on her way from Port-au-Prince to Ha-
vana, found herself within five miles of the
Cuban coast in a deplorable condition. She had
weathered a gale that had lasted for three days,
but the seas had swashed across her decks,
poured down her hatches, drowned her fires and
choked her pumps. Only by extraordinary
efforts in bailing had she been kept afloat. But
the sea had gone down at last and heading away
on her course, she was making fair progress,
when at noon she was overhauled by the Span-
ish warship Aernan Cories, and boarded by an
armed force. The Cubans were at that time
engaged in what is known as their “ten years’
struggle for liberty,” and the Spaniards patrolled
the Cuban coast to head off filibustering expedi-
tions. The Cortes was one of the patrol boats.

To the Spanish officer, Captain McCarty
brought the ship’s papers, but the officer said :

“1 cannot examine them. My orders are to
take you to Nuevitas.”

Captain McCarty protested, saying that he
was ‘“ the bearer of despatches of the utmost
importance for the Government of the United
States,” and for the American Admiral (Poor)
in command of the station, then in Havana,
but to Nuevitas he was obliged to go with an
armed force on board. There he was detained
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six days, with his papers sealed in a trunk by
the Spanish officials, when he was ordered to
proceed to Havana still under guard. This he
refused to do unless his papers were returned to
him, and the result of his refusal was that the
Spanish steamer Saz Francisco towed him there.

Here he and all his crew were still held as
close prisoners on board until February 13th—
in all twenty-three days after the ship was seized,
before he was allowed even to communicate
with the American Consul. So it was not until
she had been under Spanish guns for a month
that our Government learned of the outrage.

Secretary of State Fish replied to the Con-
sul’s formal notice by telegraphing: ‘“Report
particulars, and if seized on the high seas de-
mand immediate release.” As she had been
seized more than a marine league from shore,
the demand was made. The Spaniards simply
ignored it.

The seizure was by no means the first of its
kind, though because of the fact of Government
despatches being on board, it was the most ag-
gravating. However, the State Department
waited until February 26th, when the formal pro-
test of Captain McCarty was received by mail,
and then it made a demand on the Spanish Min-
ister at Washington, Don Lopez Roberts, for
reparation, adding to the demand these words :

“This Government trusts that your Govern-
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ment will, when the matter shall have been
brought to its notice, of its own accord offer a
suitable apology for the indignity.” This of-
ficial demand was made on March sth. The
Spanish minister waited a few days, and then
unofficially informed the Secretary of State that
the case was in the Prize Court at Havana! A
demand for a reply to the previous demand was
at once sent, whereat
the Spanish Minister
sent another unofficial
note saying that the
Aspinwall had been
“seized on suspicion
that she had been land-
ing arms on the coast
of Cuba.”

Secretary of State
Fish once more offi-
. cially demanded her re-
lease, saying that even
if she had landed arms
there “ you could not seize her for that unless
you took her in Cuban waters.”

Of this the Spanish minister took no notice,
so far as the record shows, and Secretary Fish
did nothing until April 6th, when he notified
United States Minister Daniel Sickles, at Ma-
drid, that ¢ the President is not satisfied with
this prolonged delay.”

Sagasta,
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At that Sickles, on April 8th, called on
Prime Minister Sagasta, who replied that the
case was ‘“ undergoing examination in the prize
court.” To this Sickles replied that the United
States could not recognize the jurisdiction of a
prize court unlessa state of war existed between
the Spanish and the Cubans. If such a war
did exist, the United States would be obliged
to recognize the Cubans as belligerents, and
this would soon be done. To this Sagasta re-
plied that “the decision of the court will be
given with all possible promptness.”

And that was about all the satisfaction Sa-
gasta would give him, though Sagasta did at
last promise to release the steamer.

Meantime the Aspinwall was lying beside
the Spanish flag-ship in Havana. She was un-
der guard all the timz and her crew were not
permitted even to wet down her sides to keep
the sun from starting the calking from her
seams. After three weeks of this confinement
the Spaniards brought a force on board to
search her bunkers. The coal-handlers did not
complete their search the first day, so that night
they put an armed guard over the bunkers. At
that Captain McCarty put his own crew to
guard the Spanish guard and so prevent their
sneaking arms into the bunkers during the
night.

This fact is of importance, not alone as show-
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ing the Spanish character. It shows that Mc-
Carty believed his own Government would be
likely to ignore the real principle of the case if
arms were found on board. Whether she- had
arms in her bunkers or not had nothing to do
with the main principle in the case, for the As-
pinwall was an American ship and she had
been seized on the high seas in time of peace.
The Spaniards knew that they had no right to
take her, but they were trying to establish a
precedent, following which they might take
ships wherever found when carrying arms to
the insurgents in Cuba, and in their contempt
for the Americans they thought they should
succeed. Asa matter of fact their feeling in
this matter was well-nigh justified.

Having waited a week for Sagasta to fulfil
his reluctant promise to release the steamer,
Minister Sickles, on orders from Washington,
called once more to learn why nothing was
done. This was on April 14th. Sagasta re-
-plied that the local authorities at Havana had
said that they ‘“had no power to take the case
out of court.” At that Sickles declared em-
phatically that the United States Government
considered the holding of the Aspinwall in a
prize court an acknowledgment on the part
of Spain that a state of war existed, and that
belligerent rights would, therefore, be accorded
the insurgents forthwith. Having said that,’
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Sickles was about to withdraw when Sagasta
stopped him and said:

“ The council of ministers decided yesterday
to release the vessel forthwith on receiving
from you a formal demand in writing for her
surrender as an American vessel bearing offi-
ctal despatches.”

The written demand was made the same day,
and it contained, shameful to relate, the words
about her having official despatches on board.
Spanish diplomacy succeeded in evading the
real principle at issue. They released her on
the ground that she carried those despatches.

They did not concede that they had no right to *

seize an American ship on the high seas, and,
more than that, they did not release her forth-
with, as Sagasta promised to do, but waited
thirteen days longer. The Colonel Lloyd As-
pinwall was held with her crew as prisoners
on board for ninety-eight days, all told, before
the guard was withdrawn. Even then Admiral
Poor, who, with the old Severn and the moni-
tor Saugus, was in Havana, felt obliged to send
the Aspinwall to Key West without waiting
for badly needed repairs, lest the rampant vol-
unteers of Havana destroy her under his guns.
Close in the wake of the Aspinwall case
came that of the lVzrgenius. The principles
involved were much the same in both cases, but
*in the Virginius case American citizens were
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shot to death on the order of a Spanish military
officer, and the Spaniards, with their agents
and friends in this country, set up the claim
that she was really a Spanish ship.

It appears that the Vzrginius was originally
an English ship built to run the bloclzade dur-
ing our civil war, that she was captured while
engaged in her nefarious traffic, that she was
sold as a prize in 1867, but reverted to the Gov-
ernment because she was not paid for, and that
on August 20, 1870, she was sold to John F.
Patterson for $9,800 cash. She was then lying
at Washington. In September she was brought
to New York and thoroughly overhauled and
repaired. .

On October 4, 1870, she cleared for Curagao
with a cargo of one hundred and seventy barrels
of bread, two boxes of saddlery, and four boxes
of clothing, the whole of the value of $1,430,
and the next day while going down the beach
below Sandy Hook she overhauled the tug
Vivginia Seymour, and took from her twenty
Cubans, of whom the leaders were General
M. Quesada, his secretary, Adolfo Varona, and
Sefiors Eloy Camacho and Domingo Mora.

It is certain that Patterson had complied with
the law to the satisfaction of our Government
officials, and that the papers of the Virginius
were in proper form, but Patterson had violated
the law—he had purchased the ship for the
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Cuban Junta,in New York, and turned her over
to Quesada, a Cuban. And thereafter she re-
mained under the control of Quesada, although
she had various Americans, from time to time,
serving as captain.

The Virginius reached Curagao on October
15th. A few days later came the schooner Bz/ly
Butts, and next day after her arrival she and the
Virginius went out to sea, where the Butts
transferred some hundreds of cases of arms,
ammunition, and equipments, with four brass
howitzers, to the Vzrginius, after which the
Virginius went to Puerto Cabello and entered
into an agreement with Guzman Blanco, the
Venezuelan leader, by which Quesada was to
help Blanco in a revolution then in progress, in
return for which Blanco was to ‘aid the Cuban
insurgents later on.

Under this agreement part of the arms and
ammunition were landed for Blanco’s use and a
part placed on a gun-boat belonging to Blanco,
after which the Vzrgznius towed the gun-boat
out to sea and stood by while it captured a
small fleet of armed coasting schooners belong-
ing to Blanco’s enemies. The Virginizus also
towed the captured vessels to port.

When Blanco’s triumph was assured the V-
genius reshipped the arms, etc., and with a force
of Cubans and Venezuelans sailed from Puerto
Cabello, on June 14, 1871, and made a success-
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ful landing of the expedition at Boca de Cabello
on the south coast of Cuba.

During this time her first captain had left her
and the chief engineer had served as captain,
with Eloy Camacho as navigator. The Spanish
faction here claimed that Camacho was the
"captain, but this was not so. It is true, how-
ever, that Quesada’s wishes were always fol-
lowed.

The Virgintus next went to Colon and re-
mained there several months. There Francis
Bowen took command, in April, 1872. At that
time a band of fifty Cubans was in Colon await-
ing opportunity to go to Cuba. The American
man-o’-war Kansas was in the harbor, and so was
the Spaniard Pzzarro. On May 1st, the Vir-
geinzus sailed for Carthagena under sealed orders,
and by direction of the American consul the
Kansas escorted her from port to prevent an
apprehended attack from the Pzzarro.

The fact that the Kansas did this is proof
sufficient that the papers of the Vzrginius were
all in proper form at this time. The Kansas,
of course, would not have protected a pirate,
nor would she have had anything to do with a
Spanish merchantman.

Meantime, while at Aspinwall, the Vzrginzus
had run in debt, and Captain Bowen gave a
bottomry bond for $10,000 to Mahl Brothers,

merchants, to secure it. The fact that there
2
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was no communication with Patterson, the
nominal owner, is considered good evidence
that he had no financial interest in her. And
that is to say the ship was continually handled
in violation of the laws of the United States.

Eventually the ship reached Maracaibo

(August 11, 1872), where a new crew, with'

Charles Smith, an American, as master, took
charge, and then legal proceedings were begun
on the bottomry bond for the sale of the ship,
and she was sold at auction for $17,500.

Quesada’s secretary, at this time, a man
named Alfaro, bid her in in the name of a Ca-
racas Englishman, and it was proposed that
she hoist the British flag; but when it was
learned from the British consul that a British
man-o’-war was ready to seize her as a pirate in
case that was done, Alfaro prevailed on the
local authorities to nullify the sale, and she was
kept under her original papers.

It appears from the testimony in the case
that during all this time the American consuls,
in the ports where she called, knew that the
Virginius was being handled exclusively in
the interests of the Cuban insurgents. Indeed,
Captain Smith testified that the consul at Mara-
caibo said to him, “ Why don’t you get rid of
that damned pirate ? She is nothing but a pi-
rate, and you will get caught, by and by, and
they will hang you.” DBut the fact is the forms
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of law were complied with, so far as her papers
showed. The proof that her papers were kept
in order is to be found also in the fact that
when she returned to Colon in May, 1873, Cap-
tain Reid, of the Kansas, was still willing to
protect her. Lieutenant Autran of the Span-
ish man-o’-war, Pizarro, wrote to Reid, insist-
ing that the Vzrginzus was liable to capture, on
the ground that she belonged to Cuban insur-
gents, and had committed an act of hostility to
Spain in landing armed forces on Cuban soil.
He ended his letter by asking ¢ whether the
Virginius was entitled to fly the American
flag ?” and Reid replied that she was, and that
he should protect her ““at all hazards.”

Autran at first said he would fight it out, but
he changed his mind and merely requested that
the Virginius be sent to New York, where the
Spanish Government might proceed against her
in our courts. Whether this request should
have been granted or not does not appear from
the papers (see H. of R., Ex. Doc. No. 30,
43d Cong., 1st Sess.). Certainly that would
have saved much trouble, but the request brings
out clearly the fact that Spain had a good rem-
edy for every evil that she suffered through the
deeds of the Virginius. Because the Virginius
was flying the American flag and was protect-
ed by our man-o’-war, Spain had only to make
a claim and prove the facts, to recover heavy
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damages from us. Further than that our courts
would have punished every American guilty in

- the matter, that could be reached by them.

Spain did not act on that proper claim, but
the career of the filibuster was rapidly drawing
to an end. On July 5, 1873, loaded with arms
and men for the Cubans, she sailed from Co-
lon escorted by the Kansas, made a good land-
ing and reached Kingston, Jamaica, in safety.
There Captain Joseph Fry, an American citi-
zen, took command, a number of Englishmen
as well as Americans were shipped as members
of the crew, war material and many men were
taken on board, and on October 23, 1873, she
sailed once more. She had cleared, in due
form, at the American Consulate for Port Li-
mon, Costa Rica; but she went to the Cuban
coast, where she fell in with the Spanish gun-
boat Zornado. Turning her about, her crew
fled, literally, for life, back toward Jamaica.
For eight anxious hours they held their way,
with hope steadily failing, and then they sur-
rendered. That was at 10 o’clock at night on
October 31, 1873. They were at that time
eighteen miles from the east end of the Brit-
ish island.

The Zvrnado carried the Virginius to Santi-
ago, where crew and passengers, one hundred
and fifty-five in number, were placed in close

confinement. On November 4th the Spaniards

.
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Wall at Santiago where members of the crew of the Firginius were shot.

began slaughtering their prisoners. Four were
shot to death on that day. On the 7th thirty-
seven more were executed, including Captain
Joseph Fry and eight other Americans, and
sixteen British. subjects, members of the crew.
On the 8th, twelve more were shot.

It appears that the members of the crew who
were shot were not even court-martialed, but
were “ordered by the Captain of the Port to
be executed on November 7, 1873, at 4 o’clock
r.M.” (See report of Vice-Consul Schmitt, p.
175, Ex. Doc. No. 30, 43d Cong., 1st Sess.)

Worse yet, American prisoncrs were not al-
lowed to see the vice-consul until two hours
before they were shot, the first tclegraph dis-
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patch which the consul sent to his superiors
was held back for two days, the consul was in-
sulted in a variety of ways while in the discharge
of his duty; and, when the hour came for the
slaughter of the prisoners, he was confined to
his office by two armed guards who were placed
at his door.

It was claimed by the Spanish sympathizers
in the United States that the local authorities
went ahead in their bloody work unauthorized
by the Madrid government. The truth was,
that the local authorities were in constant com-
munication with Havana, the Havana newspa-
pers were full of the facts, the editorials exulted
in the slaughter, and the whole matter, news
and editorial, was cabled to Madrid, where it
appeared in the papers from day to day. It
was not until the 13th that Madrid interfered,
and the interference then was due solely to
fear of what Great Britain would do.

A ship flying the American flag was seized
on the high seas, carried into a Spanish port,
and fifty-three of her people shot to death on
the order of a Spanish military officer.

Although General Grant was then our Pres-
ident, the official news of the outrage on our
flag did not seem to stir the Administration to
any special activity. Indeed, because General
Daniel Sickles, our Minister at Madrid, was
emphatic in his demands he was recalled. A

[ .
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protocol was eventually signed, by which Spain
was to be allowed to submit evidence that
Cubans owned the Virgznius. The outrage
on the flag and the outrage on American citi-
zenship in the slaughter of Americans among
the ctew were brushed aside, and the whole
matter was eventually settled by the return of
the ship and the payment, after years of wait-
ing, of a few dollars per head to the relatives of
the murdered men. It was freely charged at
the time that the Spaniards used money in
Washington to bring about this result. This
charge was probably untrue, but quite as sor-
rowful were the appeals made in the newspa-
pers opposed to war. For these said of our
warships, “ there is not among them a seagoing
vessel fit to contend with the Spanish frigates.”
“ We could raise men enough to rid the island
(Cuba) of the volunteers and regulars in a few
weeks, but how should we get at the volunteers
and regulars?” “As we now stand, it is hard
to say where the fighting would be after we
went to war.” So ran the appeals to fear; so
strove the peace-at-any-price party to cultivate
cowardice.

But enough of that. It has been worth
while mentioning it at all only because to recall
it is to help to save us from such shame in the
future.

Further than that, a considerable squadron
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of such ships as we had was gathered at Key
West during the negotiations, and the. condi-
tion of the ships when brought together was
such as to compel public consideration of the
needs of the navy. The Virginius affair was
in a way, too, like that of the Clesapeae be-
fore the War of 1812. It served, though re-
motely, to prepare us for a war for a principle.
Moreover, as our attitude in the Chesapeake
affair did but degrade us in the eyes of the ag-
gressor, so our management of the Virginius
case increased the contempt of the Spanish
people for whom they were pleased to call “ the
American pigs.”

—



CHAPTER III

THE WHITE SQUADRON

MONEY GRUDGINGLY PROVIDED FOR A NEW NAVY—THE ADVISORY
BOARD—A FRIGATE, TWO CORVETTES, AND A DESPATCH-BOAT—
WHAT *‘ JUNKETING” DID FOR THE NAVY—DISCOURAGING THE
YOUNGER OFFICERS WHILE DEMANDING INCREASED SERVICE.

ALMoST a quarter of a century passed away
before the anarchy in Cuba again roused our
people to thoughts of war. It was, on the
whole, a period of remarkable prosperity for
us as a nation. What breadths of prairie lands
and mountain valleys were settled! What
deserts were reclaimed! What wondrous re-
sources were developed! Indeed it was in this’
period that we achieved, at last, industrial in-
dependence of the world, and that, if we look
at it rightly, was second only to the political
independence we had obtained so long before
by force of arms.

The bearing these statements have upon a
history of the naval war with Spain shall be
explained at once. It was because of our com-
mercial greatness that the Spaniards believed
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us a nation of money-getters who would not
fight lest we lose dollars, and so they were led
to rush blindly into a war where disaster inev-
itably awaited them. Another view of the
matter is not less instructive. The building of
a new navy was the most important step taken
in all those years for the achievement of indus-
trial independence.

Moreover it was because of our industrial
independence that we were able to bear the
shock of war with scarce an added throb in
the arteries of commerce. There was never a
moment when anyone doubted our ability to
pay in gold the expenses of the war, and the
depreciation of even ‘“wild-cat securities” was
no greater when war came than is known in
times of peace and over-expansion of credit.

But before entering upon the story of our
navy in the war with Spain it is necessary to
tell what kind of a navy we had when the war
began, and how we got it. It will help us to
understand how it was that swift destruction
fell upon our enemies, while we escaped, if the
expression may be allowed, with losses so in-
significant as to excite universal wonder.

There was a time (1865) when the Ameri-
can navy, in ships as well as men, was the most
powerful in the world, but it was neglected,
and even treated by legislators as a means for
dishonest gain, until it became the world’s
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standard of inefficiency. Indeed it had deteri- -
orated so far by 1873, only eight years after
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