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HISTORY OF THE NAVY

DURING THE GREAT REBELLION.

CHAPTER 1.

REVIEW OF THE OPERATIONS OF THE NAVY AND THE GENERAL PRO-
GRESS OF THE WAR, FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE CONFLICT TO
THE FIGHT AT MEMPHIS, WHICH OPENED THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI
TO VICKSBURG.

Taz first volume of thi$ history set forth the condition of
the Navy when the war began, the work of preparation for the
great conflict, the character of our ships, and particularly of our
iron-clads and of our new American guns. The actual battle
was also traced from the rescue of the old frigate Constitution
at Annapolis, to the destruction of the rebel fleet at Memphis.
This narrative covered a little more than a year of active opera-
tions.

Those in Europe who longed for and labored for the destruc-
tion of the republic, and those who sympathized with the rebels
at home, sneered at what they called the weakness of the Gov-
ernment, and the inefficiency of the Army and Navy. They
declared that no progress had been made toward subduing the
South, and that the success of the North was evidently impos-
sible. The real nature of the work done by the Navy was little
known at home or abroad; and the outery against its inac-
tivity, and especially because the English cruisers were not
immediately captured, was loud and bitter. The timid friends
of the Government were oppressed with fears up to the time
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when the brilliant operations on the Mississippi changed the
current of public opinion.

Now, when the confusion of opinions and the passion of the
strife are over ; when the unreasonable expectations, and the
equally groundless fears have passed away; when idle rumors
and false reports have given place to truth, in the light of a
calm judgment we see that the first year of the war was one
of wonderful achicvement, especially by the Navy., In this
statement there is no disposition to withhold any praise from
the Army. There is no wish to make a comparison between
the two arms of war disadvantageous to cither. The Army has
not reccived, and never will, more honor than it deserves; and
the country may be safely trusted to award due praise to the
Navy when its work is fully known.

Little more than one year passed from the beginning of
operations on the Potomac to the time when the Mississippi
was recovered, all but the one obstruction at Vieksburg; and
what was done from the opening of the war to the capture of
Memphis may therefore be spoken of as the work of a single
year. When hostilities began, the rebel batteries were estab-
lished on the Potomac at Alexandria, in sight of Washington ;
and all below this point on that river, and all on the coast south
of Fortress Monroe, was in the hands of the traitors, Key West
and Fort Pickens alone excepted ; for Sumter, beleaguered and
defenceless as it was, even then was virtually theirs. Irom the
mouth of the Ohio to the ocean, the Mississippi was closed by
almost countless batteries and fortifications, and strong forts
shut us out from the Tennessee and the Cumberland.

For what most in Europe and thousands here deemed the
impossible task of reopening these rivers, and for guarding
by blockade, and thus recovering, more than three thousand
miles of coast and the forts, the Navy Department had at com-
mand the few vesscls already mentioned in the opening chap-
ters of the history, and a few batteries of serviceable modern
guns.

Beginning with inadequate means, either for offensive or
defensive war, the operations of little more than a single year
show the following result. The blockade was established along
more than three thousand miles of coast, and made so effectual
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that even England, against her earnest desire, was compelled
to acknowledge it valid ; and such was her surprise, that Eng-
lish writers have declared it the great fact of the American
war.

In addition to this, the Potomac was delivered from rebel con-
trol ; the Hatteras forts had been taken, the inner fortifications
of Albemarle and Pamlico were recovered, the Southern forts,
except those at Wilmington and Charleston, were recaptured,
Mobile and Charleston were sealed up, the navy-yard at Nor-
folk was again in our possession, the power of the rebel navy
had been broken by the destruction of the Merrimack, New
Orleans was captured, the Mississippi was reopened, and the
Cumberland and the Tennessee were once more covered and
guarded by the flag of the Union, and by means of these com-
munications our army was advanced into the heart of Ten-
nessee.

‘Where, in the history of war, have more extensive and im-
portant operations been crowded into the space of a single
year? Those who so thoughtlessly condemned the Govern-
ment for what they called its weakness and want of success,
either knew nothing of the facts, or misrepresented them in
order to injure our cause. Englishmen in general, and indeed
most in Europe, could form no just conception of the extent of
the ficld over which the war extended ; and their estimate of
our successes was graduated by their small and confused ideas
of our territory, and moreover they judged and believed with
the heart—a heart strongly enlisted against us.

Let Europeans compare the operations of England and
France at Sevastopol with the results of the first year of our
war; let them remember that these nations had the two great
navies of the world at their command from the very first, and
we had almost literally nothing, and they will be ready, now
that the prejudices of the strife are softened, to admit that this
first year’s work is one of the marvels of war. Let it be sup-
posed that it had been said to the Navy Department in April,
1861: “ Here are four little vessels, carrying in all twenty-five
guns, which are at your disposal on the Atlantic coast, between
the Capes of Florida and New York ; in the Gulf of Mexico,
at Pensacola and Vera Cruz, are eight more ships; there are
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three in the Mediterranean, seven on the coast of Africa, two
on the coast of Brazil, three in the East Indies, and eight in
the Pacific. These ships are partly armed with modern guns,
and the rest of their batteries is composed of obsolete and com-
paratively useless cannon. You are required to take these ves-
sels where they are, and as they are, and in twelve months you
are expected to establish a blockade along more than three
thousand miles of coast that shall defy the skill and capital of
England.  You must keep open the Potomac; you must cap-
ture the Ilatteras forts and the fortifications on the sounds and
rivers of North Carolina ; you must take Forts Macon, Pulaski,
the forts at Ililton Head, and Fort Clinch ; you must recapture
Forts Jackson and Philip, and regain New Orleans ; you must
open the Mississippi above as far as Vicksburg; you must burst
open the gates of the Tennessee and the Cumberland, and main-
tain for our armies as they advance their lines of communica-
tion ; you must contrive iron-clads that can cope with forts on
the Western rivers, and an ocean iron-clad that can destroy the
most formidable broadside frigate afloat.” Who would not have
said that such a demand was an absurdity, and that it was be-
yond the power of man to accomplish? This was actually
done, with the aid of detachments of the Army where troops
could codperate; and yet there were thousands who were led
to believe that the Navy Department was not managed with
economy, efficiency, and skill.

The first year of the war, so far from being barren of results,
actually settled the fate of the rebellion, and not one of its great
successes but was gained by the Navy, or would have been
impossible without its codperation. When the blockade was
successfully established, the Potomac made safe, the Mississippi
opened, the Western army placed securely in the heart of Ten-
nessee, and its lines of communication on the rivers had been
made safe, and the seacoast forts, except at Charleston and
Wilmington, had been regained, the rebellion had received
its death-blow, whatever might be the danger from its dying
struggles, or however they might be prolonged. When all this
had been accomplished, McClellan was engaged with his mag-
nificent army in besieging twelve thousand men at Yorktown.
There was much severe fighting after this, and the war was
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prolonged ; but in May, 1862, the success of the enemy was
no longer possible. The doom of the rebellion was sealed.

In carrying forward this history, it will be necessary to go
back of the point to which the first volume reached, and touch
upon some subjects which were temporarily passed over.



CHAPTER IL

THE DECISIVE HOUR.—A SCENE WHICH DOES NOT APPEAR IN PUBLIC
RECORDS.—THE POINT WHERE THE POLICY OF THE GOVERNMENT
WAS SETTLED.

Mg. CARPENTER, in his admirable picture of the Signing of
the Emancipation Proclamation, has presented, as most persons
suppose, the great pivot-point of our national conflict. Doubt-
less this act stands alone and unapproachable in its moral gran-
deur, in its influence upon the subsequent part of the struggle,
and upon the whole future of the nation. It will probably ap-
pear in history as the central fact of the war. Strictly speak-
ing, however, this was not so much a true hinge-point where a
decision was made between opposing policies, as a determination
to do what had already been made inevitable. It had become
a military necessity to emancipate the slaves; and grand as it
was in its moral aspect, it was performed not so much from the
pressure of moral obligation, as because without it success ap-
peared impossible. It was a masterly move in the great game
of the war, but it was not an occasion in which men acting un-
der the inspiration of the loftiest motives decide npon a noble
deed merely from their love of a righteous and noble act, but
because preceding events had rendered it a necessity. It is not
our intention to intimate that moral considerations had no
weight with Mr. Lincoln in his decision; but perhaps these
would not have been sufticient, without the pressure of circum-
stances, to have induced him to emancipate the slaves at that
time. The signing of the Declaration of Independence was
a real pivot-point in national history. It was a point where all
the great motives for and against independence and freedom
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were gathered up and weighed; where property, hope, life, and
honor were all at stake; and where the existence of a nation
depended upon the issue, involved as it was in the question of
peace or war,

There was a corresponding time in the beginning of the re-
bellion, of which the world as yet knows little or nothing, an hour
marked by no imposing external eircumstances, in which, how-
ever, the question was virtually settled whether there should be
on this continent one inseparable American nation, or two great
fragments of a republic, themselves to be subdivided, falling
apart like the bones of a skeleton in decay. It was the point
where it was decided to assert and maintain at all hazards the
national supremacy and the integrity of the Union, the point
at which the new American nation began its life.

If Mr. Carpenter or some other competent artist will employ
his pencil to illustrate the scene to which allusion is here made,
it will live in history as the Second Declaration of Independence,
by which it was decided that the republic should be preserved
entire, with none of its power surrendered, and no foot of its
territory wrenched away. It was the decision which involved
the necessity of future emancipation, and wrought out our
final deliverance from the insolent dictation and menaces of the
South.

The prevailing spirit of the country during the first wecks
of Mr. Lincoln’s administration was exhibited by the action of
the Peace Conference, which sat near the close of the Buchanan
administration. Not only a strong desire, but the expectation
of preserving peace, was cherished by most of our public men.
They believed that war could be avoided by suitable concil-
iations and concessions, and the majority were prepared at that
time, as it would seem. for compromises which, had the South-
ern seceders accepted them, might have Dbeen fatal to the coun-
try. There could not have been at that time, without the gift
of propheey, a clear view of the whole sitnation ; and, conse-
quently, no definite and adequate policy could thus be formed.
Mr. Lineoln was unwilling to think that Virginia would secede
if only moderate measures were adopted, while many believed
that a peaceful separation should be submitted to rather than
risk the chances and endure the horrors of a civil war. The
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negotiations with the rebel commissioners, and the interference
with the expedition for the relief of Sumter, seem to have
originated in the mistaken idea that all would be peacefully
settled if an immediate collision could be avoided.

In the mean time the rebels were swiftly maturing and
pressing forward their plans; and the manner in which they
soon struck, almost simultaneously, at important and widely
separated points, shows the comprehensiveness of their scheme,
and the unity and compactness of their organization.

By the middle of April their movements were such as to oc-
casion the most serious apprehensions at Washington. Sumter
had been assaulted and captured, Virginia was gathering troops
around Norfolk, threatening both the navy-yard and Fortress
Monroe ; batteries were placed upon the Potomac, rebel troops
(volunteers) were within reach of Washington on the west and
southwest, a force was in the Shenandoah valley threatening
Harper’s Ferry, and Baltimore was as much in the hands of
rebels as Richmond itself. Annapolis also was filled with a
rebel population.

The critical situation of affairs will be understood if it is
considered that the Gosport navy-yard was then perhaps the
most important naval station in the country ; that Fortress Mon-
roe is the key to all the waters around the mouth of the Chesa-
peake ; that Ilarper’s Ferry was one of the most extensive
manufactories and depots of arms in the United States, con-
taining, besides arms on hand, the most valuable modern ma-
chinery; that the only road from the North to Washington
runs through Baltimore, and that at Annapolis was the Naval
Academy, with the school-ships moored in the harbor, among
which was the frigate Constitution. There was almost literally
nothing at the moment at the disposal of the Government for
the defence of these vital strategic points. Fortress Monroe
had only a fraction of a competent garrison, the navy-yard at
Norfolk was without defenders and had no substantial defences,
a few Dattalions only were at Washington, there was only a
handful of soldiers at Iarper’s Ferry, and the school-boys were
the only force at Annapolis for the defence of the academy aud
the ship.

" On Sunday morning, April 21, 1861, the Secretary of the
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Navy received a summons from the President before breakfast,
requesting him to meet him immediately at the White House.
When he reached the President’s room he found several mem-
bers of the Cabinet already there, and soon all were present
except Mr. Blair, who was absent at his country-seat a few miles
from the ecity.

The state of affairs on that morning was as follows: Fort
Sumter had been captured; the Norfolk navy-yard, after hav-
ing been partially destroyed, was abandoned, and had been
scized by the rebels; the Government shops, machinery, and
arms at Harper’s Ferry were partly burned, and then left to
fall into the hands of the rebels, who took immediate possession
and transported the valuable machinery almost uninjured to
Richmond ; Baltimore was in the hands of the rebel mob that
two days Dbefore had attacked the Massachusetts troops ; bands
of volunteers were gathered at Annapolis, threatening the Na-
val Academy, and endeavoring to capture the frigate Consti-
tution ; the railroad bridges north of Baltimore were destroyéd,
the telegraph wires were cut, or the stations in rebel hands;
and, as before mentioned, batteries were planted on the Po-
tomac almost within sight of Washington.

Such was the condition when Mr. Lincoln summoned his
Cabinet on that Sunday morning, and, with the exception of the
Massachusetts regiment which had been attacked in Baltimore,
none of the seventy-five thousand troops called for by the proc-
lamation of the President had then reached the city. When
the members of the Cabinet arrived, they found with Mr. Lin-
coln a delegation from Baltimore, headed by the mayor, fresh
from the scene where our soldiers had just been murdered by a
mob ; and they, with that sublimity of impudence which was
the distingnishing mark of rebel character, and that is never as-
sociated either with true manliness or courage, demanded that
no more troops should be sent through their city. The com-
plete success of the rebels in their late movements eaused them
to feel that the Government was at their mercy, and that they
had only to dictate the terms of submission. Confident, inso-
lent, defiant, they told the President that they came to forbid
him to send another company of soldiers through Baltimore.

Perhaps no event of the war shows more clearly, as we look
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back on it now, the swelling arrogance, the self-conceit, border-
ing on insanity, manifested by the South previous to and in the
early part of the war, than this mayor of this third-rate muniei-
pality, and a few private citizens, assuming toward the President
of the United States the stage attitude of a master toward a
slave, and pompously commanding him to send no more troops
at his peril through DBaltimore. There were Lincoln, Seward,
Chase, Welles, Cameron, Smith—all Northern men. Was it won-
derful that they met this extravagance of insult with some strong
words ? Was it any marvel that the Secretary of the Navy de-
clared that he would not listen to such language as these revilers
of the Government uttered, and left the house and went to his
own office ¢ Other members of the Cabinet left for the same
reason, and went also to the Navy Department, and a meeting
for consultation was held, at which, in addition to the Secretary
of the Navy, the following members of the Cabinet were pres-
ent: the Secretary of State, the Secretary of War, the Secretary
~ of the Treasury, and the Secretary of the Interior, the Attorney-
~ General having remained with the President, and the Postmas-
ter-General having gone, as before mentioned, to his country-
seat,

Thoroughly aroused by the scene at the White House, and
fully awake to the perils that surrounded them, hemmed com-
pletely in by the contracting lines of treason, surrounded even
in Washington by rebels and their friends, the President him-
self defied and insulted in his own house and in the presence
of his Cabinet, these men saw that the crisis had come.

All peace conferences, all plans for conciliation, all propo-
sitions for peaceful separation or for delaying a collision, were
brought to an issue then and there. Upon the temper and de-
cisions of these men, in that hour, the question of peace or war,
and the whole future of the country depended. With a solemn
sense of responsibility, and with a just indignation at rebel
audacity, they discussed the situation. They saw clearly that
it had become a question of tame, disgraceful submission, or
war with the whole power of the Government—war that at all
hazards must be pressed to a decisive result. They saw that
their country’s honor could be saved by one course only, and
they decided, so far as they could do it, to submit to no die-
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tation or demand of the rebels, and to accept war with what-
ever it might bring. That decision was the true hinge-point of
the struggle, and there, on that Sabbath morning, it was vir-
tually settled that there should be on this continent a free
American nation. Before they left the room they decided
upon some immediate measures coming appropriately within
the sphere of their departments, especially upon the immediate
purchase of as many ships as could be obtained. The chiefs of
bureaus were summoned from church, and, as the telegraph was
in the hands of the rebels, one of them was sent as a special
messenger immediately North with dispatches, who, twenty-four
hours after, was heard from at Wheeling, having found it im-
possible to pass the rebel lines on the eastern side of the moun-
tains.

After this meeting was over, some of those who had been
present returned to the White IHouse. There they found Mr.
Lincoln with General Scott again in consultation with the
Baltimore delegation, and the Attorney-General in the same
room, but sitting apart. Mr. Bates being asked the meaning
of this, replied that the mayor and his companions had been
down to the railroad depot, and having learned that other
troops were on their way from the North, had returned and
had addressed the President with langunage more violent and
insolent than before. They declared that they would slaughter
any Northern soldiers that should come to Baltimore, that the
Yankees should not be permitted to pass through their city ;
and thus these petty officials supposed that they had effectnally
enjoined and bound the Government, and that Washington, cut
off from Northern support, would fall an easy prey.

From that hour the great question was settled, and war,
with all its consequences, was rendered inevitable ; the grand
decisive historic point was reached and passed. 'What followed
was simply the unavoidable result.



CHAPTER IIL
SOME ADDITIONAL FACTS CONCERNING FORTS SUMTER AND PICKENS,

Sixce the chapters in regard to the relief of Fort Sumter
and Fort Pickens were written, some statements have been
made, under the name of “ The Seeret History of the Rebellion,”
which differ so widely from the actual facts as to require that
the real history of those transactions should be more fully set
forth than at first was considered necessary. The importance
of the truth of history will in this case justify some repetition.

During the latter months of Mr. Buchanan’s administration
he and his Cabinet were greatly perplexed by the situation of
Fort Sumter and Fort Pickens. Whether to relieve them, or
surrender them, were questions which they seemed unable to
decide. Some vessels-of-war had been sent to Pensacola, and
early in April, 1861, the following ships were at that station :
The Sabine frigate, mounting fifty-two guns ; the St. Lonis, car-
rying eighteen guns; the Wyandotte, steamer, with five guns;
and the Brooklyn, steamer, twenty-two guns—in all ninety-
seven guns.

The Brooklyn, with a detachment of troops intended to re-
enforce Fort Pickens when it should be thought best, sailed
from Fortress Monroe to join the Gulf squadron on the 9th of
January, 1861. This squadron, carrying ninety-seven guns,
with troops on board ready to be landed at any moment, was
lying off Fort Pickens, when the State Department thought it
so important that the Powhatan should go there, as to detach
lier secretly from the Sumter expedition, without even consult-
ing the Secretary of the Navy.

In January an agreement, which Captain Adams refers to
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ag an armistice, was entered into between Secretary Toucey,
Secretary Holt, and some of the rebel leaders, that the troops
should not be landed except in certain contingencies. In
March, General Scott, knowing nothing, as it seems, of the ar-
mistice, sent out a vessel with orders to land the troops from
the Brooklyn and place them in the fort. This, Captain Adams
of the Sabine declined to do, on the ground that the armistice
of Mr. Buchanan was still in forece, and could not be violated
by the landing of the troops. Ile, however, dispatched a mes-
senger with a letter to the Secretary of the Navy, Mr. Welles,
stating what he had done. This messenger, Lieutenant Wash-
ington Gwathey, reached Washington on the 6th of April,
1861, bringing the letter concealed in a belt, and immediately
delivered it to the Secretary.

The promptness of the Navy Department is shown by the
fact that on that very evening a special messenger, Lieutenant
John L. Worden, as mentioned in the chapter on this point, was
dispatched to Pensacola, with orders for Captain Adams to land
the troops on board the Brooklyn immediately. Lieutenant
‘Worden reached Pensacola on the 12th of April, and that night
the troops were landed and the fort was thus relieved, not only
before the Powhatan arrived, but before a single transport
reached there belonging to the expedition of Mr. Seward. The
fort was relieved by the Navy Department, and a single inquiry
at that Department would have enabled the Secretary of State
to see that no necessity whatever existed for any secret move-
ment on his part in order to secure Fort Pickens. Certainly
there was nothing whatever for which the Powhatan was
needed. The Sabine frigate, the Brooklyn, one of our largest
sloops, with a heavy battery, and the Wyandotte, were there to
cover a landing. The transports sent out from New York did
not sail in company with the Powhatan ; and this vessel was
like one wandered out of her sphere, with no special mission
unless it was to keep clear of Fort Sumter. Whether this was
the real and only purpose for which she was so secretly detached
from the Fort Sumter expedition may perhaps appear from the
following facts : :

As stated in the first volume, after much consultation Mr.
Lincoln determined that Fort Sumter should be relieved, or that

Vor. II.—2
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at least an attempt should be made, and the Secretary of the
Navy was to prepare the vessels. An order was sent to Com-
modore Foote to prepare the Powhatan at once for sea, as she
was the only vessel at command whose size and battery would
answer the purpose. Captain Fox was sent to New York to
make the needed preparations, and the fleet was soon ready.

On the evening of the day when the Powhatan sailed, the
Secretary of State called on the Secretary of the Navy at Wil-
lard’s at about 11 o’clock . a1, and said to him that there was
some trouble in New York about the Powhatan. Mr. Welles
asked what trouble there could be about her. Mr. Seward
stated that there was some clashing about orders. Mr. Welles
replied that he did not see how that could be, as the Powhatan
had clear and specific orders from him, and he did not under-
stand what orders could interfere with his, or who had any thing
to do with one of his vessels. Ile was then given to understand
that the President had ordered the Powhatan to Fort Pickens,
and Mr. Seward suggested that they should go together and
have an interview with the President.

When they reached the President, and the matter was ex-
plained, he at once disclaimed all idea of interfering in any
manner with the expedition to Fort Sumter, and declared that
the orders of the Secretary of the Navy must not be interfered
with., Ie said he could not remember the names of vessels or-
dered to different places, that he signed orders, relying upon
those who prepared them, and asked Mr. Welles if he was cer-
tain that the Powhatan was included in the Fort Sumter expe-
dition. Although it was then nearly 12 o’clock, the Secretary
of the Navy went to his office and brought the original order.
The President then said to Mr. Seward that he must telegraph
instantly to New York and have the Powhatan restored to her
original destination. Mr. Seward replied that it was so late it
was doubtful whether it could be done that night. But the
President peremptorily insisted that it should be done. The
result was that a telegram was sent that night to Commodore
Foote at Brooklyn, who sent it by a fast tug that overtook the
Powhatan in the bay, ordering Lieutenant Porter to deliver the
Powhatan to Captain Mercer, under whom she had been fitted
out for Sumter. The telegram, instead of bearing the Presi-
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dent’s signature, or indicating that it was by the order of the
President, as it should have done, was simply signed “ Seward,”
and of course Lieutenant Porter disregarded it, because he had
the previous order of the President himself to take command
of the vessel—that order which, General Meigs states in his
letter, was “ extracted” from the President, which Mr. Lincoln
declared was given with no thought that it would detach any
vessel from the Fort Sumter expedition. The President’s direc-
tion to the Secretary of State was of course to telegraph an
order in his (the President’s) name to restore the Powhatan to
Captain Mercer, because nothing but that would avail. The
dispatch in Mr. Seward’s name did not carry with it the Presi-
dent’s authority, and therefore it was not heeded and the Pow-
hatan went on to Fort Pickens. When all the important
known facts in regard to this matter are collected and arranged
in their proper order, they appear as follows :

The rebel commissioners claim that they received through
the State Department (unofficially) positive assurances that Fort
Sumter should not be reénforced, but should be evacuated.
They declare that when they heard that preparations were
being made to send out an expedition to relieve the fort, they
inquired of Mr. Seward what it meant, and that they received
the reply, “Faith kept in regard to Sumter—wait and see.”
The commissioners seem to have understood this to be a prom-
ise that the fort should not be relieved, notwithstanding the
preparations which were going forward. 'Whatever the inten-
tion may have been, the facts show that the only thing which
could secure the failure of the plan to relieve Sumter was
actually done. By an order from the President, whose real
import he did not understand, the only vessel capable of per-
forming the main service was secretly detached and sent to
Fort Pickens, where she was not needed, and where she arrived
only to find that the fort had been relieved before she reached
the place, by the foresight and energy of the Navy Department.

The following dates, copied from the log-books of the Sa-
bine and Powhatan, show beyond all dispute the true order of
events :

At 12 a., April 12, 1861, the Wyandotte came alongside of
the Sabine, bringing a bearer of dispatches for Captain Adams.



20 HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY.

This was the messenger of the Secretary of the Navy, Lieutenant -
John L. Worden.

April 12th, 9 ». u., states the log of the Sabine, hoisted out
launches, and sent companies A, B, C, D, in charge of Lieu-
tenant Lewis, to reénforce Fort Pickens.

On the 12th of April, then, the fort was reénforced by an
order from the Navy Department. At this time where were the
Powhatan and the other vessels of the State Department expe--
dition ? The log-book of the Powhatan shows that on the 17th
of April, five days after the fort was reénforced, at 10.30 a. .,
she made Pensacola lighthouse, and at 1.30 ». a. she anchored
about one mile from Santa Rosa Island.

The Atlantic, one of the transports sent out with troops,
reached Pensacola on the 16th of April, four days after the fort
had been relieved by the troops from the Brooklyn, and soon
after this the transport Illinois came in.

These facts might lead some to suppose that the expedition
to Fort Pickens was projected not to relieve that fort, but to
prevent the relief of Fort Sumter. If so, the meaning of the
telegram, “ Faith kept in regard to Sumter—wait and see,” may
perhaps more plainly appear. '



CHAPTER 1V.
DESTRUCTION OF THE NAVY-YARD AT NORFOLK.

Waex Mr. Lincoln entered upon the duties of his office, the
important navy-yard at Norfolk was still in the possession of
the Government. All south of this point, Key West and Pick-
ens alone excepted, had been seized by the rebels, the invest-
ment of Sumter being equivalent to its capture. The secession
of Virginia was already determined upon ; but the formal action
was first delayed and then concealed, in order that the propo-
sition for a decisive blow might be more securely made.

Washington and its communications, both by railroad and
river, Harper’s Ferry, Fortress Monroe, and our great naval
depot at Norfolk, were alike threatened ; and at first the Gov-
ernment had no means at its disposal by which either of these
points could be made secure.

Great anxiety was felt with regard to the Norfolk navy-
yard, both on account of the importance of its location and the
large amount of property which at the time was collected there.
The Navy Department had not at command men enough either
to hold the yard against the rebel troops then gathering in Vir-
ginia, or to remove the vessels and other property to a place of
safety. Application was more than once made to the War De-
partment for troops, but none could be obtained. General Scott
declared that Washington and Fortress Monroe must be held at
all hazards, and that even for these purposes his force was then
insufficient. Ile believed that the yard could not be perma-
nently held, situated as it was in the enemy’s country, and at a
point where troops could be easily concentrated by the rebels
by means of their railroads.
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It is not necessary now to raise the question whether Gen-
eral Scott was right or wrong in his opinion ; the important
fact is, that the Navy Department had not means of its own to
make the yard secure, and that General Scott had no troops
which at that time he was willing to spare.

There is another important fact which must be considered,
in order to form a correct judgment of the apparent hesitation
and indecision which marked the first weeks of Mr. Lincoln’s
administration. Many, who then exerted a large influence upon
the policy of the Government, believed that, by a prudent, con-
ciliatory course, Virginia could be saved to the Union ; and it
was thought if the secession of this important State counld be
prevented, that the rebellion would be at once arrested. Mr.
Lincoln was among those who held these opinions, and he felt
bound therefore to avoid, as far as possible, any act which could
be used by the secession party in Virginia to strengthen their
cause, or by which the supposed friends of the Union might be
embarrassed.

‘What representations were made to the President by the
rebel leaders, or what influences were brought to bear upon
him, will perhaps never be known ; but the fact is, that until
Sumter was fired upon, Mr. Lincoln did not entirely relinquish
the hope that Virginia might be saved. The anxiety to have
this hope realized, in order to save the country from the im-
pending war, prevented for a time energetic and decisive action.
Its influence was felt in every movement connected with the
Norfolk navy-yard. As will be seen by the official papers
presented in this chapter, the Navy Department took very
early precautionary measures looking to the security of the sta-
tion, but hesitation and indecision marked the conduct of the
commander of the yard, and he seemed continually influenced
by a desire to avoid any act by which Virginia might be
offended. If, when about to take any decisive step, the young-
er officers suggested that it would be considered a hostile act
by Virginia, it caused him to hesitate or change his plan ; and
by this lack of energy and fixedness of purpose, and this fear
of driving Virginia out of the Union, the yard was finally lost.

If any are disposed to think that the caution of the Admin-
istration bordered on timidity, they should remember that the
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rebellion, then exhibiting suddenly its great proportions and
organized strength, confident, defiant, and backed by the clearly
manifested sympathy of England and France, wore a very dif-
ferent aspect from what it now does, overborne and crushed ;
and it must not be forgotten that the tone even of Union men
was not then very decided, while a great party at the North,
watching keenly for an occasion against Mr. Lincoln and his
friends, rendered it very important that the rebels should strike
the first blow in the conflict.

A brief deseription of this naval station, and of the property
which was there at the time of its destruction, will show its vast
importance to the United States Government, and how much
reason the rebels had to exult, when even in its half-ruined con-
dition it fell into their hands.

The Norfolk navy-yard was by far the most extensive and
valuable yard belonging to the United States. It was one of
the oldest naval depots in the country, and had been greatly
enlarged since its original establishment. At the time when it
was abandoned it was about three-fourths of a mile long, and
one-fourth of a mile wide. Connected with it was an extensive
dry-dock built of granite, which, fortunately for the country,
was not destroyed, though preparations for blowing it up were
fully made. The train either went out of itself, or was extin-
guished by the rebels. The yard was fully occupied by the
various shops and storehouses usually found at such establish-
ments, and by dwelling-houses for the officers. There were
two large shiphouses complete, and a third was being erected.
There were barracks for the marines, a sail loft, riggers’ loft,
gunners’ loft, numerous smiths’ shops, carpenters’ shops, timber-
sheds, founderies, dispensary, saw-mill, boiler-shop, spar-house,
and a large amount of tools and machinery. Great quantities
of material, provisions and ammunition were also stored there.
According to the report of the Senate committee of investi-
gation, there were about two thousand pieces of artillery in the
yard, but the greater proportion of them were of old patterns.
Some two or three hundred of them, however, were Dahlgren
guns, of which the rebels made use in the various batteries and
fortifications of the Southern harbors, sounds, and rivers. The
armaments of three line-of-battle ships, and of several frigates,
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were included in this estimate. This report of the Senate
committee was, however, far from correct, as will be hereafter
shown.

There were lying at the yard when it was abandoned the
following vessels: the new steam-frigate Merrimack, carrying
forty guns, afterward so famous; the sloop-of-war Germantown,
of twenty-two guns ; the sloop-of-war Plymouth, of twenty-two
guns ; and the brig Dolphin, mounting four guns. These were
all efficient vessels. There were also the following old ships :
the Pennsylvania, the Delaware, and the Columbus, ships-of-the-
line; and the frigates United States, Raritan, and Columbia,
of fifty guns each. The unfinished ship-of-theline New York
was on the stocks in one of the shiphouses, and the sloop-of-war
Cumberland was moored abreast of one of the shiphouses.
This last-named vessel was removed.

The value of these vessels is estimated as follows by the
experienced and reliable chief of the Bureau of Construction,
John Lenthall: steamer Merrimack, $600,000; ships-of-the-
line Pennsylvania, §275,000 ; Columbus, $185,000 ; Delaware,
$65,000; New York, $220,000; frigates Raritan, $155,000; Co-
lumbia, $130,000 ; United States, $130,000 ; sloops-of-war
Plymouth, §140,000; Germantown, 140,000 ; brig Dolphin,
§40,000. Total value, $1,980,000.

The total value of property lost by this disaster was, accord
ing to estimates from the proper officers, $9,700,181.93. If we
add the rebel estimate of the land, $288,000, the sum total of
property lost will be $9,988,181.93.

‘Well might the loss of this most important naval depot and
nearly ten millions’ worth of. property be considered a very
heavy blow to the Union cause just at the time when ships and
naval stores were so much needed, and when the acquisition of
the yard and what remained of the property was so valuable to
the rebels. Tarly in April such was the condition of affairs,
that great anxiety was felt in regard to the safety of the yard.
It was well known that the rebels were making preparations for
aggressive movements, and it was apprehended they would seize
the yard on the first opportunity ; and yet without troops the
Navy Department could do very little for its protection. Com-
modore McCauley, who commanded the station, was surrounded
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by young officers who were in full sympathy with the rebels,
and whose purpose was to give him such advice and informa-
tion as would prevent him both from taking any measures to
defend the place, or to secure the property.

Exaggerated reports were constantly made of the threaten-
ing attitude of the people of Norfolk and Portsmouth, and
statements were industriously spread abroad that large bodies
of troops were being sent from the interior, who would make
an immediate attack if any thing should be attempted in the
way of defending the station or of removing the property. The
Department was exceedingly anxious to get the Merrimack out
and send her to a place of safety. Inquiry was made of Com-
modore McCauley in regard to the condition of the frigate, and
how long a time would be required to get her ready for sea.
The Department was informed that it would take a month to
put her machinery in working order. Not satisfied with this,
the Secretary dispatched Chief Engineer B. F. Tsherwood to
make an examination for himself, and with orders to get the
machinery ready as quickly as possible, in order that the vessel
might be taken round to the Philadelphia navy-yard. At the
same time Commander Alden was sent to bring the frigate
round, Mr. Isherwood carried peremptory orders to Commodore
McCauley to carry out the suggestions of the chief engineer
with the utmost promptitude. Mr. Isherwood reached Norfolk
on Sunday morning, April 14th, and, in company with Mr.
Danby, chief engineer of the yard, made a careful survey of
the vessel, and determined what should be done. The foremen
of the different shops were then visited, and they were directed
to engage all the workmen they could find and arrange them in
double sets for working night and day. The machinery as
very much out of repair. The work was commenced on Mon-
day morning, and by working without intermission night and
day, on the afternoon of Wednesday, April 17th, the engine
was ready to receive steam, and this was reported to Commo-
dore McCauley.

While the repairs were being made, Mr, Isherwood had en-
gaged forty-four firemen and coal-heavers to carry the vessel
round. Mr. Danby was on board as chief engineer, with three
assistants ; and coal and other stores were taken in sufficient to
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enable the vessel to proceed to Philadelphia. All this had been
done with the consent and assistance of Commodore McCauley,
and Mr. Isherwood, as all was ready, requested from him as
commander of the yard the order to fire up. The commodore
replied that next morning would be in time. In order to seize
the earliest moment that this order for delay would allow, the
men and engineers on board the frigate were divided into regu-
lar watches, and at midnight the fires were started. Steam was
soon raised, and the engines were worked at the dock and found
to be in a condition to proceed at once to sea. About 9 o’clock
on Thursday morning the report was made to Commodore Me-
Cauley that .the vessel was ready to proceed, when he replied
that he had not yet decided to send the steamer out. It was in
vain that he was reminded of the peremptory nature of the
order which Mr. Isherwood brought from the Secretary of the
Navy, to get the frigate out at the earliest possible moment and
send her to Philadelphia ; he only replied that in the course of
the day he would let his decision be known. He seemed to fear
that obstructions had been placed in the channel. He was told
by those who were well informed that the obstructions already
there would be easily passed by the Merrimack, but that every
night’s delay would increase the danger. All this produced no
effect. Early in the afternoon Mr. Isherwood again called upon
Commodore Mc¢Cauley, who then said he had decided to retain
the frigate, and ordered the fires to be drawn. Ile was again
reminded of the peremptory nature of the orders from the Navy
Department, but it seemed to produce no impression upon him ;
he had determined to retain her, and thus the noble frigate was
lost.

It seems very difficult to reconcile this conduct of Commo-
dore McCauley with the idea that he was at that time a loyal
man, anxious to defend his country’s property and honor. It
must be remembered that many men, whose perceptions became
very clear and their convictions strong in the course of the war,
were exceedingly confused at its beginning. The commander
of this navy-yard seems to have been bewildered by the (to
him) inexplicable condition of affairs. Ile was surrounded by
younger officers who were in sympathy and leagued with the
rebellion, and who seemed to have purposely misled him, ex-
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aggerating the dangers which surrounded him, and filling his
mind with false alarms, in order that by his indecision and de-
lay the capture of the yard might be rendered certain. Mor-
tifying as such a conclusion may be, it seems the only alter-
native, unless it is admitted that he was in sympathy with the
traitors. The valuable vessels might have been saved by
promptness and decision on his part, even had it afterward
been found necessary to abandon the yard. The following re-
port of Commander Alden, who was sent to Norfolk to take the
Merrimack round to Philadelphia, is inserted here, both because
of its detailed narrative of events and because it places the con-
duct of Commodore McCauley in the most favorable light :

Unitep StATES STEAMER SOUTH CAROLINA,
GuLr BLOCKADING SQUADRON OFF BARATARIA, November 30, 1861.

S1w : In accordance with the instructions of the Department, dated
October 28th, and just received, I have the honor herewith to make the
following report in regard to my * proceedings and observations in April
last on special duty at and about the time of the destruction of the pub-
lic property at Norfolk” On the 11th of April I received at the Navy
Department in Washington two sets of orders: one, which was to go
on file, simply ordering me to report to Commodore McCauley for tem-
porary duty, and the other directing me to take the Merrimack to
Philadelphia for repairs, This last order or private instructions were
written by the chief clerk himself, and it was intended that no one else
either about the Department or elsewhere should, on account of the ex-
citement at Norfolk, know of their existence. Still, to my surprise, all
Norfolk seemed full of it when I arrived there, and they had made up
their minds to stop the ship, having already placed obstructions in the
river, and set on foot other warlike preparations. Finding that my
movements in the city were watched so closely, and the attitude of the
people toward me so threatening, I destroyed my private instructions
and took up my abode at the navy-yard to wait for the ship. On
Thursday, the 18th, Mr. Isherwood reported that the Merrimack, so
far as her machinery was concerned, was ready to start; he had steam
up and the engines working at the wharf, I thereupon ecalled upon
Commodore McCauley and reported to him that the ship was ready,
and that I only waited for his permission to take her. e hesitated ‘at
first ; said he had not made up his mind about it ; that he thought he
should require her for the defence of the yard; he could put her guns
on board of her, when she would be a formidable battery in any attack
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that might be made. He thought, too, that the obstructions which had
been placed in the river were cnough to stop her. In reply to this last
objection, I told him that Lieutenant Murray, first lieutenant of the
Cumberland, had, at my request, examined the barrier and sounded
the whole thing out that morning before daylight, and had found a place
wide enough and deep enough to take the ship through. This seemed
to make some impression upon the commodore ; and then upon my ap-
pealing to him in the strongest terms to let me have the ship, and set-
ting forth the peremptory nature of the orders of the Navy Depart-
ment, he turned to Commodore Pendergrast and Captain Marston, of
the Cumberland, who were present, and asked their advice in the mat-
ter, when it was decided that I might take the ship and make the
attempt at least to get her out. Finding that she had no guns on
board, I asked the Commodore for two field-picces, which he told me
to get from Commander Tucker, the ordnance officer of the yard; and
there being no men, either on board of her or the receiving-ship, T asked
Commodore Pendergrast for thirty, to be returned as soon as the. Mer-
rimack was anchored under the guns of Fortress Monroe, which he
readily assented to. Captain Marston then left the office to get them
ready. I soon after followed him to make my preparations for starting,
and sent an order on board to be ready to cast off in two hours. So
fully impressed was I, by the thickening atmosphere of treason around
me, that nothing but prompt and immediate action would save even so
much of that vast amount of property, that I instructed Lieutenant
Alexander Murray, who had volunteered to accompany me as far as
Fortress Monroe, to go on with his negotiations with a certain pilot for
taking the ship out, authorizing him to offer one thousand dollars for
the Merrimack, and twice that sum, together with a place in the Navy
for life, if we succeeded in getting the Germantown out also. I then
went in pursuit of the ordnance and executive officers of the yard. The
first named threw all sorts of obstacles in the way of my getting the
guns, and the other could not be found. The first lieutenant, in answer
to my application to have the ship “winded” and “fasts singled "—as
she was chained to the wharf with her head up-stream—said 1 must
apply to Commander Robb, whom I soon after met coming out of the
commandant’s office with the intelligence that I could not have the
ship ; that the commodore had altered his mind and ordered the fires
to be drawn. Unwilling to believe in the correctness of Commander
Robb’s stateinent, whose loyalty I had begun to doubt, I called npon
the commodore again, and found it was too true. The fatal order had
been given, which resulted in the loss to us of one of the finest ships in
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the Navy. Finding that my mission was ended, I obtained leave from
the commodore, and the same night proceeded to Baltimore, arriving
early next morning (the 19th) at Washington, when I made a verbal re-
port to you as well as to the Cabinet, which was then in session, and
before which I was called, of all the facts of the case, which were sub-
stantially the same as are contained in this report.

I then received a verbal order to join the expedition which was at
that time fitting out, and which left Washington the same evening in
the Pawnee for Norfolk. Occupying a subordinate place in it, and pre-
suming that the senior officers have made full and circumstantial reports
of all that subsequently occurred, it will hardly be expected or necessary
for me to go into particulars, and I therefore shall touch upon only one
circumstance in that connection, which will be to show that Commodore
McCauley was fully under the impression that we had gone there with
our force to hold and protect the yard. With that comforting idea he
had gone to rest with his brave little boy at his side for the first time
after many sleepless and anxious nights; but when I called upon him
after midnight to tell him that the time for his departure had come, that
we were about to apply the torch to the yard, he was completely over-
come with chagrin and mortification, and exceedingly adverse to leaving
his post without first making some stand to defend the yard against any
and all comers.

As the question, “ Why didn’t the commodore let you (me) have
that ship ?” has been so often asked, coupled always with an expression
of the utmost confidence in his honor and patriotism, I must beg leave,
although this report has assumed proportions much larger than I in-
tended, to record my opinion of the influences at work in the commo-
dore’s mind. I believe, indeed I know, that the old hero, who has fought
so well for his country, could have none but the best and purest motives
in all he did, but he was surrounded by masked traitors whom he did
not suspect, and in whose advice he thought there was safety. The cry,
too, was raised and in everybody’s mouth, officers and all, “If they
move that ship, the Merrimack, it will bring on a collision with the peo-
ple outside, who are all ready, if any thing of the kind is doue, to take
the yard.” Besides, Commodore Paulding, whom I accompanied to
Norfolk, expressed the idea that if we could not do any thing better,
she (the Merrimack), with her guns on board, would make a good
battery for the defence of the yard. This opinion influenced Commo-
dore McCauley not a little, Again, seeing me alone and single-handed,
with no pilot, even (the Governor of the State having forbidden their
taking any man-of-war to sea), might he not be excused, under the cir-
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cumstances, for doubting my power to carry that large ship safely
through a narrow channel and across a barrier which those traitors had
represented to him to be impassable ¢ His remark when he told me to
take the ship, I am sure, will justify such a conclusion, although I am
certain I could have gotten the ship out, He said, after hesitating
some time, ¢ Take her, and, if you can’t get her out, burn ker,” showing
that he had doubts of my ultimate success ; and knowing at the same
time that if she once got beyond his reach, she would be lost to him as
a defence for the yard ; and if I, in carrying out his instructions, got into
trouble and found it necessary to burn her, she would be an entire loss
to the Government.

In conclusion, I must not let the opportunity pass without bringing
to your notice the services of Lieutenant Murray, of the Cumberland,
who came forward with the utmost promptness and offered his aid in
any manner in which it could be made available.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
James Avupex, Commander U. S. Navy.
Hon. Gioeox WErLLEs, Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

In order that the course of the Navy Department in regard
to this disaster may be fully understood, it is important to con-
sider what measures were adopted by the Secretary for the se-
curity of the yard. To form a correct judgment of these, it is
necessary to remember that the Navy Department had been
unsuceessful in its efforts to induce General Scott to furnish
troops to hold the yard. Ie gave two reasons for his refusal :
one, that a sufficient force could not be spared for this purpose
without endangering Washington or Fortress Monroe, or both ;
and the other, that the yard could not be permanently held by
any force then at his command. Nothing then remained for
the Navy Department but to remove the vessels and stores if
possible, and await the progress of events. The following
documents will show the action of the Secretary :

{Private Orders.]
Navy DepartsENT, March 31, 1861,
Commodore Samver L. Breesg, Navy - Yard, New York:

Sir: You will be pleased to have in readiness for sea-service, with-
out delay, two hundred and fifty seamen, ordinary scamen and lands-
men, to be transferred from the receiving-ship North Carolina to the
receiving-ship Pennsylvania at Norfolk.
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.

You will also detail the necessary officers to accompany them, to be
furnished from the public stores with provisions, stores, ete., for the sub-
sistence of both officers and men, and have them placed on board the
chartered steamer.

Paymaster Henry Etting is anthorized by the Department to charter
a private steamer for their conveyance.

You will also transfer to the revenue cutter Harriet Lane fifty
seamen, ordinary seamen, and landsmen, to be conveyed by that vessel
to Norfolk. I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Gipeox WEeLLEs, Secretary of the Navy.

[Confidential.]
Navy DeparTMENT, April 11, 1861,
Commander JamEs ALDEN, Washington, D. C.:

Sir: You are directed to report to Commodore McCauley, to take
charge of the steam-frigate Merrimack, and deliver her over to the com-
manding officer of the Philadelphia station for the necessary repairs. -

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GipeoNn WELLEs, Secretary of the Navy.

Memo.—The enclosed orders are for Engineers Danby and Jordan at
Norfolk, who are directed to report to Commodore McCauley, to ac-
company you, as also Engineers Newton and English, who have been
ordered from this place ; other assistance has been ordered from New
York.

Navy DepARTMENT, April 11, 1861,

Sir: You will be pleased to transfer to the receiving-ship at Nor-
folk, without delay, one hundred and eighty seamen, or seamen and
landsmen, in the usual proportions, and twenty firemen and coal-heavers
—two hundred altogether. If the requisite number are not on hand,
let them be enlisted as soon as possible.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GipEoN WELLES.
Commodore S. L. BregsE, commanding Navy - Yard, New York.

Navy DeparTvENT, April 11, 1861,
-Sir: Be pleased to have the Water Witch ready to proceed to sea
on Tuesday next, the 16th instant. Further instructions as to her move-
ments will be given by the Department.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
. Gipeon WELLES,
Capt. SamueL F. Du Poxt, commanding Navy-Yard, Philadelphia.
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Navy DEPARTMENT, 4pril 11, 1861.
Sir: Be pleased to have the Merrimack prepared, in as short a time
as possible, for temporary service. The commandant of the navy-yard,
New York, has been directed to transfer to the receiving-ship at Norfolk,
without delay, two hundred seamen, ordinary seamen, landsmen, firemen,
and coal-beavers, for the purpose of making up a crew for the Merri-
mack. The Decpartment desires you to inform it when it is probable
the vessel will be ready.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
Gipeon WELLES.
Commodore Cuartes S. McCAULEY, commanding Navy-Yard,
Norfolk, Va.

Navy DepartaeNT, April 11, 1861.
Stz : Be pleased to have the Plymouth prepared immediately to be
taken to Annapolis, Md., where she will be fitted up with especial refer-
ence to the accommodation of the acting midshipmen who will embark
on the usual summer cruise.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
Gmeoy WELLES.
Commodore Cuariis S. McCavLey, commanding Navy-Y ard,
Norfolk, Va.

Navy DEPARTMENT, April 24, 1861,
Sir: I have the honor to submit the accompanying report and
copies of orders issued by me during my absence under your order

of April 19th.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. Pavioixe, Captain.
Hon. Groroxy WELLES, Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

WasmiNeroN, D. C., dpril 23, 1861,

Sir: In obedience to your order of the 19th instant, I embarked
in the steamer Pawnee, and with one hundred marines, sent on board
from headquarters, arrived on the afternoon of the following day at For-
tress Monroe.

Captain Wright, of the Engineer Corps, sent under orders from Gen-
eral Scott, waited upon Colonel Dimmick, and obtained the services of
Colonel Wardruth’s regiment of Massachusetts volunteers, and at 8 p. ».
we were at the Gosport navy-yard.

As soon as I communicated with Flag-Officer McCauley, I ascer-
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tained that all the officers in public employment here, being Southern
men, had tendered their resignation and abandoned their duty, The
workmen, on the preceding day, had absented themselves from the usual
muster, and such people as came into the yard clandestinely possessed
themselves of the arms belonging to the Government.

An angry feeling toward the Government was known to exist amongst
the people of Portsmouth and Norfolk, Many were enrolled in military
companies, and a force of some two or three thousand men were said to
be assembled for the purpose of taking the navy-yard when their prep-
arations were completed.

The powder of the Government had been taken from the magazine
near Norfolk, and reports were circulated of batteries being established
along the shore approaches to the navy-yard. At two different points,
where the main channel is narrow, at Craney Island and Sewall’s Point,
numerous hulks and other obstructions were sunk, three of the light-
boats having been used for that purpose, and the work was still going
on, each day rendering the difficulty of the bassage greater ; the object
being to prevent the men-of-war at the navy-yard from leaving the port.

The Merrimack steamer, of fifty guns, had been fully repaired,
and, with the exception of her battery and storage of her hold, was
ready to put to sea. When orders were given a few days previous to
take her under the shears to put her guns on board, the order was coun-
termanded, upon the representation of certain parties that such a pro-
ceeding would certainly bring on a collision with the people outside of
the yard, and nothing further was done,

The sloop-of-war Germantown was alongside of the yard, com-
pletely equipped for sea, requiring nothing more than a crew,

The Plymouth sloop, also of twenty guns, was in a similar state
of preparation, and a few hours would have placed the Dolphin in a
condition to have gone to sea.

The guns in the yard and at St. Ielena, with the exception of about
two hundred, had been spiked, as well as all on board the ships, except
five heavy guns on a side on board the Pennsylvania. The shells of
these were drawn after my arrival, and they were also spiked.

The estimated number of ordnance of all calibres at this place is
about three thousand, and of these some three hundred are the latest
patterns of Dahlgren guns, some of large calibre, They could not be
removed, and there was no effectual means of rendering the Dahlgren
guns wholly unserviceable. One hundred men worked for an hour with
sledge-hammers, and such was the tenacity of the iron that they did not
succeed in breaking a single trunnion.

Vor. II—38
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In carrying out the orders of the Department, it was my intention
to have placed the vessels named in the channel to protect it from fur-
ther obstruction, and, at my convenience, take them under the guns of
Fortress Monroe, or send them to sea, as might be most expedient.
Greatly to my regret, however, I found that these vessels had all been
scuttled about two or three hours before my arrival, and were sinking so
fast that they could not be saved.

In view of this condition of things, there were but two alternatives
presented to my mind. The first, to leave the navy-yard and ships in
the hands of people hostile to the Government, for it was apparent that
the yard could not be held by our available means of defence, or, using
the power with which T was invested, destroy the public property of
every description. I was not long in adopting the latter expedient, and
when all the arrangements were made and the tide served to remove the
frigate Cumberland, I took her in tow, and when she was out of danger
from the fire gave the concerted signal, and in a few minutes afterward
the ships and buildings in the yard were in flames. Lieutenant Henry
A. Wise was charged with burning the ships, and no officer could have
performed the duty more efficiently.

The dry-dock was mined, and this duty was assigned to Captain
‘Wright, of the engineers, and Commander Rodgers of the Navy, It is
a source of deep regret to me that neither of these gentlemen reached
the boat with which Captain Wilkes was charged to bring oft the par-
ties who were operating in the yard. Of this service Captain Wilkes
had the superintendence. I trust that these gentlemen may have made
their way into the country, and will thus cscape. Both are men of dis-
tingnished merit, and it is much to be regretted that the Government
should be deprived of their services even for a brief period. Having
anchored the Cumberland above the barrier at Sewall’s Point, the Paw-
nee proceeded to Fortress Monroe, where she landed Colonel Wardruth
and his regiment. To him and his men my thanks are due for their
manly and military bearing under circumstances of great discomfort,
and doubt not that a just reliance may be placed upon their gallantry
and pétriotism. At Fortress Monroe I found the steamer Keystone
State, of Philadelphia, in command of Lieutenant Maxwell Woodhull,
who, in less than forty-eight hours from the date of his orders, had
chartered, manned, and armed his vessel, and arrived at the point of his
destination.

Without the aid of these powerful steamers we should have been
greatly embarrassed, and the Cumberland placed in immediate peril.

Soon after my arrival at the navy-yard a flag of truce came from
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General Taliaferro, commanding the military forces of Virginia. The
purport of his message was, ¢ that, to save the effusion of blood, the
general would permit the Cumberland to leave the port unmolested, if
the destruction of the public property should be discontinued.” To
this I responded, that any act of violence on their part would devolve
upon them the consequences.

In coming out with the Cumberland she brought-up in crossing the
wrecks off Sewall’s Point, and hung for some hours, and was ﬁnally
dragged off by the chartered tugs Yankee and Keystone State. I have
instructed Flag-Officer Pendergrast to anchor in mid-channel off Fortress
Monroe, until the pleasure of the Department shall be made known to
him, believing it important to have a watch kept upon certain armed
steamers said to have made their appearance in that vicinity. The
Pawnee and Keystone State left Fortress Monroe at half-past 7 o’clock
A. M. on the 22d, and arrived at the Washington navy-yard at about 2
o'clock p. . this day.

The officers who served under my command, in the performance of
the duty devolved upon me, have a claim upon the respectful consider-
ation of the Government for the intelligence, energy, and patriotism
with which they gave me their support and assistance.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
H. Pavrping,
Commanding U. S. naval forces in the waters of Virginia, pro tem.
Hon. Gioeox WELLES, Secretary of the Navy.

From these official papers it may be seen how far Commo-
dore Paulding merited the censure which he received from
some quarters at the time. Perhaps, in justice to the Depart-
ment, it should be stated, that when this officer was sent to Nor-
folk, on the 16th of April, it was expected that he would remain
there instead of returning to Washington as he did; and had
he done so, it is possible that he mwht have avelted the dis-
aster. But he doubtless acted in perfect good faith, and with
the best interests of the country in view. The troops which at
the last moment he was permitted by the War Department to
take from Fortress Monroe, were merely some raw recruits who
had never yet been drilled, and who had probably never heard
the sound of an enemy’s gun. They were doubtless, individ-
ually, brave men, but wholly unfitted then for actual service,
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and, of course, little dependence could be placed upon them.
Besides, General Scott would not consent that even these
should remain for the defence of the yard. No regular
troops were permitted to go; and with this little band of
freshly recruited volunteers, his sailors and marines, Commo-
dore Paulding went down to Norfolk to endeavor to save
the ships and the yard. When he reached the navy-yard, he
found that the vessels had been scuttled, some had already
sunk, and the rest had so far settled that the leaks could not
be stopped. Ie knew that the rebels were busy filling up the
channel behind him, and the question was, whether he should
remain until the Cumberland and the Pawnee should be shut
in and these vessels be lost in addition to the rest, and that
without saving the yard; or whether, inasmuch as he believed
it impossible to retain possession of the yard for any consider-
able time, he should destroy what property he could, to prevent
it from falling into the hands of the rebels, and take his own
ships while the obstructions could yet be passed. Ile decided
upon the latter course; and, great as the mortification was, it
seems to have been a correct decision.

It was a calm and starlight night when it was determined
to carry out the plan for the destruction of the vessels, and the .
buildings and property of the yard. The work of preparation
was begun just before midnight on the 20th of April. The
Merrimack was the first ship made ready for destruction. Com-
bustible materials of all kinds that could be obtained, such as
cordage, rope, ladders, gratings, hawsers, etc., were piled up
before her mainmast, and were to reach across to one of the off-
shore ports.  On the top of this funeral pile were laid ropes of
cotton-waste saturated with turpentine. The decks and beams
were also flooded with turpentine, leaving the ends of the cotton-
waste ropes outside the port, where they could be easily fired.
In the same manner all the vessels at the yard were prepared
for the great conflagration. The shiphouses and other build-
ings were also got ready. In the mean time about one hundred
men were sent to the yard for the purpose of destroying the
cannon, some of which had been previously spiked, though in
an imperfect manner. The intention was to break off the trun-
nions with heavy sledges. This was easily done with many of
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the old guns, but when they came to the new Dahlgren guns
all their efforts were vain. Though they used sledges weighing
eighteen pounds they could not break a single trunnion. Such
was the tenacity and superior character of the metal that it
was found impossible to mutilate them by any means then
available, and therefore these beautiful guns were left unin-
jured for the rebels. This fact shows what an improvement
had been made by that scientific and accomplished officer, Ad-
miral Dahlgren, not alone in the form of our cannon, but in the
metal from which they were cast.

At about half-past 2 o’clock a rocket was sent up from the
Pawnee, giving the appointed ‘signal for the firing of the trains.
The work was begun with the Merrimack, and in a few seconds
the fire swept over her whole vast frame, and from stem to stern
she appeared one solid body of flame. TRapidly as it could be
done the trains of the great ships were fired, and those of the
immense shiphouses also, and in a few minutes land and water
seemed one roaring, surging sea of fire. The Pawnee and Cum-
berland were under way to avoid the danger ; the boats which
had been left behind for kindling the fires glided rapidly away,
and ten millions of property and the most valuable naval station
of the United States were given up to the flames and the rebels.
They immediately rushed into the yard to rescue what they
could, and the dry-dock and some of the important workshops
and dwellings of the officers were saved. The United States
fricate was uninjured ; and the Merrimack, though burned as
far as she was above the water, was soon raised, to become for
a time a terror to the country. It was a great disaster for the
Government, and a signal triumph for the rebels.

Reference has been made to the inaccuracy of the report of
the Senate committee in reference to the number of guns which
were abandoned at the navy-yard. The statement was that
there were at least two thousand cannon there, of which be-
tween two and three hundred were Dahlgren guns. The com-
mittee were evidently misled by the testimony. The witnesses
gave the number, as it appeared to them, without an accurate
count. The rebel authorities, elated as they were by their
prize, would not be very much inclined to underrate its value
in their official statements. An exact inventory was made of
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every article found in the yard on the 21st of April, and the
following is a copy of their statement of the guns:

1 1l-inch Columbiad. 82 32-pounders, 33 cwt.
2 10-inch guns. 34 32-pounders, 33 ¢
52 9-inch guns. 44 32-pounders, 27 ¢
4 8-inch guns, 90 cwt. 1 boat and field howitzer, 1,200 1bs.
47 8inch guns, 63 2 boat and field howitzers, 250 Ibs.
27 8-inch guns, b5 « 235 61-cwt. guns (old style).
1 8-inch gun, 57 « 50 70-cwt. « @
4 64-pounders, 106 44 40-cwt. Shubrick guns.
225 82-pounders, 61 ¢ 63 42-cwt. and 27-cwt. carronades.
173 82-pounders, b7 ¢ 35 32-pounders, 32 cwt.
44 32-pounders, bl ——
28 32-pounders, 46 1,198 guns of all kinds.

Of these, fifty-two only, the 9-inch guns, were Dahlgren
guns. This is, in all probability, a correct account of the ord-
nance in the Norfolk navy-yard.



CHAPTER V.
THE TRENT CASE.

Ox the 8th of November, 1861, an event occurred on the
steamer route between Ilavana and St. Thomas, which, more
than any during the war, threatened to involve us in a foreign
conflict. For a time it appeared impossible to escape a war
with England, and perhaps with France also. J. M. Mason, of
Virginia, author of the Fugitive-Slave Law, and John Slidell,
both once United States Senators, and having deserted their
seats in the Senate, violated the oaths they had taken, and en-
gaged in the conspiracy for the overthrow of the Government
they had sworn to cherish and protect, were clothed by the rebel
chief with such powers as he could bestow, and sent out in the
assumed capacity of foreign ministers, the one to England and
the other to France. In this capacity, and with dispatches from
the rebels to these governments, they left Charleston, and, es-
caping our cruisers, reached Havana, and there took passage on
the English mail-steamer Trent, the captain of the steamer
being fully aware of their names, character, and mission. This
vessel was stopped on her passage to St. Thomas by the United
States steamer San Jacinto, commanded by Captain Charles
Wilkes, who brought the rebel ambassadors on board his own
ship, and then permitted the Trent to proceed uninjured on her
voyage. For this act Captain (now Rear-Admiral) Wilkes re-
ceived the thanks of the Secretary of the Navy in the following
letter :

Navy DeparTvENT, November 80,1861,

Sir: I congratulate you on your safe arrival, and especially do I
congratulate you on the great public service you have rendered in the
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capture of the rebel emissaries. Messrs. Mason and Slidell have been
conspicuous in the conspiracy to dissclve the Union; and it is well
known that when seized by you they were on a mission hostile to the
Government and the country. Your conduct in seizing these public
enemies was marked by intelligence, ability, decision, and firmness, and
has the emphatic approval of this Department. It is not necessary that
1 should in this communication—which is intended to be one of con-
gratulation to yourself, officers, and crew—express an opinion on the
course pursued in omitting to capture the vessel which had these public
enemies on board, further than to say that the forbearance exercised in
this instance must not be permitted to constitute a precedent hereafter
for infractions of neutral obligations.
’ I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Gipeox WELLES.
Captain Cuas. Wikes, commanding U, S. Steamer San Jacinto,

Boston, Mass.

The House of Representatives, also approving his course,
passed the following resolution in regard to it by a decided
vote :

Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to
present to Captain Charles Wilkes a gold medal, with suitable emblems
and devices, in testimony of the high sense entertained by Congress of
his good conduct in promptly arresting the rebel ambassadors, James M.
Mason and John Slidell. -

This resolution was indefinitely postponed in the Senate,
but it nevertheless expressed the real sentiments of the loyal
people of the country.

In order that the facts in this important case may be
officially presented, the main documents are here transcribed
for the information of the reader :

Unxitep States STEAMER SAN Jacinro, November 15, 1861.
Sir : T have written to you, relative to the movements of this ship,
from Cienfuegos, on the south coast of Cuba. There I learned that
Messrs. Slidell and Mason had landed on Cuba, and had reached the
Havana from Charleston. I took in some sixty tons of coal and left
with all dispatch on the 26th of October, to intercept the return of the
Theodora; but on my arrival at the Havana, on.the 31st, I found she
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had departed on her return, and that Messrs. Slidell and Mason, with
their secretaries and families, were there, and would depart on the 7th
of the month in the English steamer Trent for St. Thomas, on their
way to England.

I made up my mind to fill up with coal and leave the port as soon
as possible, to await at a suitable position on the route of the steamer
to St. Thomas, to intercept her and take them out.

On the afternoon of the 2d I left the Havana, in continuation of my
cruise after the Sumter on the north side of Cuba. The next day, when
about to board a French brig, she ran into us on the starboard side.at
the mainchains, and carried away her bowsprit and foretopmast, and
suffered other damages. T enclose you herewith the reports of the
officers who witnessed the accident. I do not feel that any blame is
due to the officer in charge of this ship at the time the ship was run
into; and the brig was so close when it was scen she would probably
do so, that even with the power of steam, lying motionless as we were,
we could not avoid it—it seemed as if designed.

T at once took her in tow and put an officer on board with a party
to repair her damages ; this was effected before night, but I kept her in
tow until we were up with the Havana, and ran within about eight miles
of the light, the wind blowing directly fair for her to reach port.

I then went over to Key West, in hopes of finding the Powhatan or
some other steamer to accompany me to the Bahama channel, to make
it impossible for the steamer in which Messrs, Slidell and Mason were to
embark to escape cither in the night or day. The Powhatan had left
but the day before, and I was therefore disappointed and obliged to
rely upon the vigilance of the officers and crew of this ship, and pro-
ceeded the next morning to the north side of the Island of Cuba, com-
municated with the Sagua la Grande on the 4th, hoping to receive a
telegraphic communication from Mr. Shufelt, our consul-general, giving
me the time of the departure of the steamer.

Tn this also I was disappointed, and ran to the eastward some ninety
miles, where the old Bahama channel contracts to the width of fifteen
miles, some two hundred and forty miles from the Havana, and in sight
of the Paredon del Grande lighthouse. There we cruised until the
morning of the 8th, awaiting the stcamer, believing that if she left at
the usual time she must pass us about noon of the 8th, and we could
not possibly miss her. At 11.40 A, M. on the 8th her smoke was first
seen ; at 12 . our position was to the westward of the entrance into
the narrowest part of the channel, and about nine miles northeast from
the lighthouse of Paredon del Grande, the nearest point of Cuba to us.
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‘We were all prepared for her, beat to quarters, and orders were given
to Lieutenant D. M. Fairfax to have two boats manned and armed to
board her, and make Messrs. Slidell, Mason, Eustis, and McFarland,
prisoners, and send them immediately on board. (A copy of this order
to him is hercwith enclosed.) The steamer approached and hoisted
English colors, our ensign was hoisted, and a shot was fired across her
bow ; she maintained her speed, and showed no disposition to heave-to;
then a shell was fired across her bow, which brought her to. I hailed
that I intended to send a boat on board, and Lieutenant Fairfax, with
the second cutter of this ship, was dispatched. He met with some dif-
ficulty, and, remaining on board the steamer with a part of the boat’s
crew, sent her back to request more assistance; the captain of the
steamer having declined to show his papers and passenger list, a force
became necessary to search her. Lieutenant James A. Greer was at once
dispatched in the third catter, also manned and armed.

Mesars. Slidell, Mason, Eustis, and McFarland were recognized and
told they were required to go on board this ship. This they objected
to until an overpowering force compelled them ; much persnasion was
used and a little force, and at about 2 o’clock they were brought on
board this ship and received by me. Two other boats were then sent
to expedite the removal of their baggage and some stores, when the
steamer, which proved to be the Trent, was suffered to proceed on her
route to the eastward, and at 3.80 . ». we bore away to the northward
and westward. The whole time employed was two hours and thirteen
minutes.

I enclose you the statements of such officers who boarded the Trent,
relative to the facts, and also an'extract from the log-book of this ship.

It was my determination to have taken possession of the Trent, and
send her to Key West as a prize, for resisting the search and carrying
these passengers, whose character and objects were well known to the
captain ; but the reduced number of my officers and crew, and the large
number of passengers on board, bound to Europe, who would be put to
great inconvenience, decided me to allow them to proceed.

Finding the families of Messrs. Slidell and Eustis on board, I ten-
dered them the offer of my cabin for their accommodation to accom-
pany their husbands; this they declined, however, and proceeded in
the Trent.

Before closing this dispatch I would bring to your notice the no-
torious action of her British majesty’s subjects, the consul-general of
Cuba and those on board the Trent, in doing every thing to aid and
abet the escape of these four persons, and endeavoring to conceal their
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persons on board. No passports or papers of any description were in
possession of them from the Federal Government; and for this and
other reasons which will readily occur to you I made them my prisoncrs,
and shall retain them on board here until I hear from you what dispo-
sition is to be made of them.

I cannot close this report without bearing testimony to the admira-
ble manner in which all the officers and men of this ship performed
their duties, and the cordial manner in which they carried out my
orders. To Lieutenant Fairfax I beg leave to call your particular atten-
tion for the praiseworthy manner in which he executed the delicate
dutics with which he was intrusted ; it met and has received my warm-
est thanks. :

After leaving the north side of Cuba I ran through the Santaren pas-
sage and up the coast from off St. Augustine to Charleston, and regret-
ted being too late to take a part in the expedition to Port Royal.

I enclose herewith a communication I received from Messrs, Slidell,
Mason, Eustis, and McFarland, with my answer.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your ob’t serv’t,
Cuaries Witkes, Captain.
Hon. GioEon WELLES, Secretary of the Navy.

U. S. SteaMER SAN JACINTO, af sea, November 9, 1861,

Str: We desire to communicate to you, by this memorandum, the
facts attending our arrest yesterday on board the British mail-steamer
Trent, by your order, and our transfer to this ship.

We, the undersigned, embarked at Havana on the 7th instant, as
passengers ou board the Trent, Captain Moir, bound to the island of St.
Thomas, the Trent being one of the regular mail and passenger line of
the British Royal Mail Steamship Company, running from Vera Cruz
vie. Havana to St. Thomas, and thence to Southampton, England. 'We
paid our passage-money for the whole route from Havana to South-
ampton to the British consul at Havana, who acts as the agent or repre-
sentative of the said steamship company, Mr. Slidell being accompanied
by his family, consisting of his wife, four children, and a servant, and
Mr. Eustis by his wife and servants,

The Trent left the port of Havana about 8 o’clock A. m. on the morn-
ing of the 7th instant, and pursued her voyage uninterruptedly until
intercepted by the United States steamer San Jacinto, under your com-
mand, on the day following (the 8th instant) in the manner now to be
related.

‘When the San Jacinto was first observed several miles distant, the
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Trent was pursuing the nsual course of her voyage along the old Bahama
or Nicholas channel ; was about two hundred and forty miles from Ha-
vana, and in sight of the lighthouse of Paredon Grande, the San Jacinto
then lying stationary, or nearly so, about the middle of the channel, and
where it was some fifteen miles wide, as since shown us on the chart,
the nationality of the ship being then unknown. 'When the Trent had
approached near enough for her flag to be distinguished, it was hoisted
at the peak and at the main, and so remained for a time. No flag was
shown by the San Jacinto. 'When the Trent had approached within a
mile of the San Jacinto, still pursuing the due course of her voyage, a
shotted gun was fired from the latter ship across the course of the Trent,
and the United States flag at the same time displayed at her peak. The
British flag was again immediately hoisted, as before, by the Trent, and
so remained. When the Trent had approached, still on her course,
within from two to three hundreds yards of the San Jacinto, a second
shotted gun was fired from your ship again across the course of the
Trent. When the Trent got within hailing distance, her captain in-
quired what was wanted. The reply was understood to be they would
send a boat, both ships being then stationary, with steam shut off. A
boat very soon put off from your ship, followed immediately by two
other boats, with full erews, and armed with muskets and side-arms, A
lieutenant in the naval uniform of the United States, and with side-arms,
boarded the Trent, and, in the presence of most of the passengers then
assembled on the upper deck, said to Captain Moir that he came with
orders to demand his passenger list. The captain refused to produce
it, and formally protested against any right to visit his ship for the pur-
pose indicated. After some conversation, importing renewed protests
on the part of the captain against the alleged object of the visit, and on
the part of the officer of the San Jacinto that he had only to exccute
his orders, the latter said that two gentlemen (naming Mr. Slidell and
Mr. Mason) were known to be on board, as also two other gentlemen
(naming Mr. Eustis and Mr. McFarland), and that his orders were to
take and carry them on board the San Jacinto. It should have been
noted that on first addressing the captain the officer announced himself
as a licutenant of the United States steamer San Jacinto. The four
gentlemen thus named being present, the lieutenant, addressing Mr.
Slidell, and afterward Mr. Mason, repeated that his orders were to
take them, together with Mr. Eustis and Mr. McFarland, and carry them
on board his ship, which orders he must execute. Mr. Slidell and Mr.
Mason, in reply, protested, in the presence of the captain of the Trent,
his officers and passengers, against such threatened violation of their per-
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sons and of their rights, and informed the lieutenant that they would
not leave the ship they were in unless compelled by the employment of
actual force greater than they could resist, and Mr. Eustis and Mr, Me-
Farland united with them in expressing a like purpose. That officer
stated that he hoped he would not be compelled to resort to the use of
force, but, if it should become necessary to employ it in order to execute
his orders, he was prepared to do so. He was answered by the under-
signed that they would submit to such force alone. The licutenant then
went to the gangway, where his boats were, the undersigned going at
the same time to their state-rooms, on the deck next below, followed by
Captain Moir and by the other passengers. The licutenant returned
with a party of his men, a portion of whom were armed with side-arms,
and others, appearing to be a squad of marines, having muskets and bay-
onets. Mr. Slidell was at this time in his state-room, immediately by,
and in full view. The lieutenant then said to Mr. Mason that, having
his force now present, he hoped to be relieved from the necessity of call-
ing it into actual use. That gentleman again answered that he would
only submit to actual force greater than he could overcome, when the
Lientenant and several of his men, by his order, took hold of him in a
manner and in numbers sufficient to make resistance fruitless, and Mr.
Slidell joining the group at the same time, one or more of the armed
party took like hold of him, and those gentlemen at once went into the
boat. During this scene many of the passengers became highly excited,
and gave vent to the strongest expressions of indignation, seeming to
indicate a purpose of resistance on their part, when the squad armed
with muskets, with bayonets fixed, made sensible advance of one or two
paces, with their arms at a charge. It must be added here, omitted in
the course of the narration, that before the party left the upper deck an
officer of the Trent, named Williams, in the naval uniform of Great
Britain, and known to the passengers as having charge of the mails and
accompanying them to England, said to the lientenant that, as the only
person present directly representing his Government, he felt called upon,
in language as strong and as emphatic as he could express, to denounce
the whole proceeding as a piratical act.

Mr. Slidell and Mr. Mason, together with Mr. Eustis and Mr. Me-
Farland, against whom force in like manner had been used, were taken
to the San Jacinto as soon as they entered the boat. When they
reached your ship you received them near the gangway, announcing
yourself as Captain Wilkes, the commander of the ship, and conducted
them to your cabin, which you placed at their disposal. When the un-
dersigned came on board they found the men at their quarters, and the
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guns bearing on the Trent. After some time occupied in bringing on
board our baggage and effects, the San Jacinto proceeded to the north-
ward; through the Sautaren channel, the Trent having been detained
from three to four hours.

The foregoing is believed to be a correct narrative in substance of
the facts and circumstances attending our arrest and transfer from the
British mail steamer to the ship under your command, and which we
doubt not will be corroborated by the licutenant present, as well as by
all who witnessed them.

The incidents here given in detail may not have been witnessed by
each omne of the undersigned individually, but they were by one or more
of them. As for the most part they did not pass under your notice, we
have deemed it proper to present them in this form before you, express-
ing-the wish that, if considered incorrect in any part, the inaccuracies
may be pointed out.

With a respectful request that you will transmit a copy of this paper
to the Government of the United States, together with your report of
the transaction, to facilitate which a copy is herewith enclosed,

'We have the honor to be, very respeetfully,
Your obedient servants,
Jonx SvpEeLL, GeorGE Eusrtrs,
J. M. Mason, J. E. McFArLAND.
Captain Wikes, U. 8. Navy, commanding San Jacinto.

Such were the main facts in the affair which afterward be-
came famous in Europe and America as the “Trent Case.”
Almost as simultaneously as the telegraph could flash the ac-
count over the kingdom, Great Britain blazed with excitement,
and the real spirit of England was fully revealed. The feelings
of hostility toward the North, which had been partially held in
check for decency’s sake, had now found an occasion and an
excuse, if not a proper cause. It showed, in a manner that
American statesmen would be wise to remember, even when it
is forgiven, how, beneath all the friendly manifestations which
lie on the gurface, the old feeling of dislike and even animosity
toward our country remains in the heart of England, so that a
very slight cause will kindle it into a flame that will burn with
all its former intensity of passion. England may respect us,
may desire and seek our friendship ; but while she remains as
she now is, a country of classes, she cannot be a sincere and
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hearty friend. From the fact that the officers of the British
Government seemed quite willing, if not anxious, that the war
spirit should be cherished among the people, it would appear
that they at the first determined to seize the opportunity for war.
The unexpected alacrity with which our Government humbled
itself to accede to the haughty demands of England removed
every pretext for hostilities, and she devoted herself, as before,
to neutral war.

There is, it is believed, no room to doubt that Captain
Wilkes, in seizing these conspicuous men, and the Secretary
of the Navy in his letter of approval, and the House of Repre-
sentatives in its vote of thanks, represented far more truly the
real spirit and opinions of the American people than did the
Senate by its course, or the Government by surrendering these
chief instigators and promoters of rebellion. The excitement
throughout the country was intense, and, at first, the idea of
surrendering Slidell and Mason was almost universally scouted.
But the Government evidently felt itself too weak to meet suc-
cessfully both a civil and foreign war. It believed that it was
absolutely necessary to yield to the arrogance of England in
order to save the country ; and the historians of the future will
probably record that, for once at least, “ The Republic” took
counsel of its fears.

The exultation of the rebels was boundless, They did not
even anticipate that Americans would bow to England ; they
knew well the temper of Britain, and believing, therefore, war
to be inevitable, they regarded the North as already beaten, and
their own independence and revenge secure.

Meanwhile, the Government undertook first to allay the gen-
eral excitement, and then to defend itself for the surrender of
the rebel envoys, already determined upon, by assuming that
both the law of nations and the long-settled policy of the re-
public required us to repudiate the acts of Captain Wilkes, and
restore his prisoners to the custody and protection of the British
Government. By stating that our Government decided to ‘do
this, it is not intended to assert that all the departments of Gov-
ernment, and all the members of the Cabinet, approved of this
course, The Secretary of the N avy did not modify his first
opinions, nor change in any respect his position.. Our Navy
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has never consented that the country should be humbled at the
feet of England. The House of Representatives, standing next to
the people, expressed correctly the feelings of the popular heart.

If the surrender of these men was truly a measure of wise
policy, and if it was really demanded by the previous course of
our nation, then to Mr., Seward, probably more than to any
other man, belongs the credit of adhering to justice and estab-
lished principle, in opposition to the evident spirit of the people,
and thus saving the country from what might have been a very
disastrous war. If) on the other hand, it was a timid smrrender
of the national honor, then also the Secretary of State must be
held mainly responsible; while, probably, the chief defence of
the Government is found in the argument of Mr. Sumner in
the United States Senate, January 9, 1862. Inasmuch as the
deed was done, it was necessary to show, if possible, that the
country had not been disgraced. The speech sustains the repu-
tation of this accomplished statesman as a man of extensive
learning and intellectual power ; and if it appears more like
the plea of a skilful advocate than of a massive argument built
upon broad and acknowledged principles, it is not the fault of
Mr. Sumner. The Government had decided that two of the
most bitter and influential of its enemies, fairly captured, as
most believe, should be given up to hostile and insulting Eng-
land ; and it was absolutely necessary that this act should be so
defended that the people should not withdraw their confidence
from Mr. Lincoln and his Cabinet, and this task Mr. Sumner
was expected to perform. No man in the country, probably,
could have done it more successfully ; and yet, when we con-
sider the logical acumen of the Senator, it is not improbable
that he was better satisfied with the effect of his argument than
with the argument itself. The cause of complaint of the British
Government was confined to a single point, which is thus clearly
stated by Mr. Sumner himself, and so presented as to exclude
entirely every other question from the case: ¢ Thus it appears
that the present complaint of the British Government is not
founded on the assumption, by the American war-steamer, of
the belligerent right of search; nor on the ground that this
right was exercised on board a neutral vessel between two neu-
tral ports; nor that it was exercised on board a mail-steamer
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sustained by a subvention from the crown, and officered in part
from the royal navy ; nor that it was exercised in a case where
the penalties of contraband could not attach ; but it is founded
simply and precisely on the idea that persons other than ap-
parent officers in the military or naval service cannot be taken
out of a neutral ship at the mere will of the officer who exer-
cises the right of search, and without any form of trial.”

This was the case, and the whole case, as presented by the
English Government ; and the only proper method of meeting
it as a question between the United States and Great Britain
was, to confine the discussion to the single point upon which the
complaint was based, because all others were waived. The issue
thus made was a very simple one, and it could have been tri-
umphantly met by our Government, so far as the argument was
concerned. Vattel declares, in substance, that the ambassador
of an enemy may be stopped in transit; and Lord Stowell, one
of the highest and most respected of English authorities, uses
this language, which is explicit and positive : “ The belligerent
may stop the ambassador of the enemy on his passage;” and lest
there might be some doubt in regard to the persons which this
principle would include, he states it somewhat more broadly on
another occasion : “It appears to me, on principle, to be but
reasonable, that whenever it is of sufficient importance to the
enemy that such persons should be sent out on the public ser-
vice, and at the public expense, it should afford equal ground
of forfeiture against the vessel that may be let out for a purpose
so intimately connected with hostile operations.” So far as the
authority of Vattel and one of the most eminent English judges
can avail, these settle the whole case in our favor. But the
British Government was not in the mood to listen to argument,
however convineing, nor-to be governed by its own acknowl-
edged principles of policy. She seemed determined to humble
us by the surrender of Slidell and Mason, or to declare war.
The United States, tasked to its utmost strength as was thought,
by the rebellion, decided to deliver them up, and then construct
a home argument in defence of its action. It was necessary,
not to prove that England had no cause of complaint, for that
could be easily shown from her own authorities and her own

practice, but to prevent a foreign war, and this could be avoided
Vor. II.—yg
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only by giving up the traitors. Then, to maintain itself before
the country, it was needful for the Government to show that
this was done, not because of the threat of Great Britain, but
because we were constrained by our previously settled and ac-
knowledged policy. In order that this might appear, diligent
search was made through the heated discussions which we had
with England when she, the great naval power of the world,
was laying upon us her heavy and most oppressive hands, and
we, using the only weapon we then had, argument, were press-
ing to an extreme the defence of the rights of neutrals.

The point of our protest was, that Great Britain visited our
ghips and impressed American seamen, under the pretence that
they were the subjects of England, and that the officer conduct-
ing the search decided each case himself, without reference to
any other authority, and without even the form of a trial. It
is doubtless true that no greater outrage than this was ever
committed on the seas ; but it is not very easy to perceive how
a protest, however decided and earnest against the right of im-
pressing American citizens, and that under a mere pretence, can
be made to cover the case of arresting the ambassadors of an
enemy, about whose identity and character there was no ques-
tion whatever in the minds of any.

‘When, to cover the case of an ambassador, it was shown
that our statesmen in their arguments had specified the only
classes that could be lawfully stopped in transit, viz., persons
apparently in the military or naval service of the enemy, it
seems perfectly clear that this phrase was intended to assert the
principle presented by Lord Stowell, that any public agent in
the employ and in the pay of the enemy’s government might
properly be stopped ; and therefore the naming of military and
naval officers is to be interpreted not ewclusively, but as includ-
ing the classes of public officers which they represent—those in
the pay and employ of the government. This alone seems to
be in accordance with reason; and without the privilege of ar-
resting such public agents, a nation would be deprived of one
important means of self-protection.

In the very nature and fitness of things it seems impossible
to assign any reason for the right of arresting one in the mili-
tary or naval service of an enemy, which would not equally
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apply in the case of any other public servant of that enemy.
A military or naval officer belongs to one class of public
agents, and this is the only ground of arresting such a one;
but there are other classes equally important in the civil ser-
vice, and such a one, clothed with the powers of an ambas-
sador, is generally capable of accomplishing more for his gov-
ernment than an officer in the army or navy. In the case of
Slidell and Mason it is undoubtedly true that, as ambassadors,
they were far more dangerous to the United States than any
officers in the rebel army or navy could be; and it seems ab-
surd to contend for the privilege of stopping at pleasure any
man wearing an enemy’s uniform, and permit such men, the
highest civil officers, to go unhindered on their mission of mis-
chief. This would be, not to assert a principle, but to deny and
exclude a principle by a narrow interpretation of phrases. Ifit
be urged that only persons in uniform are included, because the
uniform determined the character of the wearer, so that there
could be no dispute ; then if other evidence is presented equally
conclusive as a uniform could be, why should not the agent
thus identified in person and official character be dealt with as
an officer of the enemy’s government ? "

In the case of the rebel emissaries, there was no question in
regard to either their personal identity or the official capacity
in which they were acting. It needed no military insignia to
show that they were distinguished public agents in the service
of the rebel government.

Notwithstanding, therefore, that they may be excluded from
those liable to arrest by a possible and narrow interpretation of
the language of our statesmen when directing their argument
to quite another point, they certainly are ¢ncluded among those
who may rightfully be stopped ‘“<n transitu” by every prin-
ciple of public law. If this is so, and as Captain Wilkes deter-
mined to make no demand upon the vessel.itself, from motives of
humanity, it is clear that it was not necessary to carry the steam-
er into port for adjudication, so far as Slidell and Mason were
concerned ; for the whole case in regard to their identity and
official character was already decided, not by Captain Wilkes,
but by their own acknowledgment, and by the universal agree-
ment of all parties.
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The point was also made, in the argument before the people,
that we had no right to seize the dispatches of an enemy. This,
also, is contrary to British law, laid down by Lord Stowell.
The American anthority for the denial of this right is found, as
was claimed, in the fact that in some of our treaties in regard
to contraband articles, after enumerating many, lest the list
should be incomplete, the following phrase is used : “All other
merchandise and #hings (not already in the list) shall be con-
sidered free ;” and as a dispatch is a thing, it was argued that
the dispatches of an enemy cannot be scized. It is not probable
that this argument would have been used if a better one could
have been found. The Queen of England, speaking as the
monarch for Great Britain, in her proclamation issued at the
beginning of the rebellion, stated the principles of English law
by enumerating dispatches among contraband articles ; and it
scarcely admits of doubt that this sets forth correctly the con-
ceded law of nations.

This whole case, when stripped of every thing irrclevant,
turns on a single question. Was the commander of the San
Jacinto bound by the law of nations to send in the Trent for
adjudication, instead of seizing the rebel ambassadors and per-
mitting the steamer to proceed upon her voyage? If Mason
and Slidell had been rebel officers, wearing their uniform,
would the British Government have had any just cause of com-
plaint if Captain Wilkes had taken them out without capturing
the vessel ? If she was liable to capture in such a case, our
Government might have condemned the omission ; but why
should England be offended at the escape of her vessel ? If
the law of nations allows a military officer of the enemy to be
taken out of a vessel without requiring the capture of the vessel
itself, then the spird, if not the letter of that law, would justify
Captain Wilkes in allowing the Trent to proceed.

England, in a most heartless and arrogant manner, took ad-
vantage of our hour of weakness to seek or make an occasion
of quarrel, intending either to humble us at her feet and before
the rebels, or to crush us in a conflict when we were nearly over-
borne by the struggle with our domestic enemy. She did us a
grievous wrong, for which the time of settlement must come at
length, not because our Government will watch for the oppor-
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tunity of revenge, but such is the constitution of the universe
that the “Judge of all the earth” is bound, as a righteous
moral Governor, to see that every wrong is righted, by render-
ing the retribution due. England must eat of the fruit of her
doings. The United States, by yielding, avoided a war which
would have occasioned great suffering if not national disaster,
and the people were saved from any sense of dishonor by the
skilful defence which was made. If) however, the comparative
power of different forms of iron-clads, and the effect of heavy
shot, had been as well known as they were a short time after,
England would have been far more cautious in uttering her
threats, and the arguments on our side made for the home
market, if they had been used, might have been less con-
vincing. It may be safely said that this was the last haughty
and unreasonable demand that Great Britain will ever make
upon the United States. She has abdicated the dominion of
the seas, and she can never again ascend her ocean throne.
Her insolent officers have lorded it for the last time with im-
punity on an American deck; and the threat which was made
of sending the “ Warrior” to Washington will not in any form
be repeated.

There is in America no wish to seek revenge for all the in-
sults and injuries which England has heaped upon us; but there
is a proper satisfaction in knowing that the power of such an
oppressor as she has been on every sea is now effectually broken.
Other nations are now strong enough to compel her to do jus-
tice, and, in time, she may learn to love it for its own sake.

No true friend of humanity or freedom, no one who desires
the rapid spread of the gospel among the nations, will promote
ill-will between England and the United States ; but her course
has been such as to compel us to be on our guard. In the next
Trent case it is likely that she will not make use of her former
threats, nor we of our arguments.



CHAPTER VL
AFFAIR AT THE PASSES OF THE MISSISSIPPL

OxE of the most important duties of the blockading squad-
ron was to prevent, if possible, any contraband trade with New
Orleans. As it was the great cotton market of the Southwest,
England of course made all possible effort to maintain commu-
nication with the city, and the points between it and the sea,
where cotton could be obtained. One of the first movements
of the Government was to send a part of the blockading squad-
ron to the mouth of the Mississippi. As is well known, this
river divides into several channels before it reaches the ocean.
These channels are called “Passes,” and the point where they
divide is known as the “Ilead of the Passes.” Of course a
squadron stationed in the river above the “ Head of the Passes”
would intercept all vessels coming in from the sea.

On the 12th of October, 1861, the blockading squadron in
the river at the “ Passes ” was composed of the following ves-
sels : Richmond, screw-steamer, of about two thousand tons
burden, and carrying twenty guns; Vincennes, sloop, seven
hundred tons burden, mounting ten guns; Preble, five hun-
dred and sixty-=ix tons, and carrying eleven guns; and the
Water Witch, a small screw-steamer, of four guns. IHere was
a small squadron indeed ; but with its forty-five guns, twenty
of which, according to report, were 9-inch Dahlgrens, it seemed
sufficiently strong to defend the channel of a river. At 8.45 in
the morning, while the watch on board the Richmond were em-
ployed in taking in coal from a schooner alongside, a strange
craft was discovered close to the ship. By the time the alarm
could be given, the Richmond was struck abreast of the port
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fore channels with such force as to tear the schooner alongside
from her fastenings, and crush in three planks in the ship’s side,
making a hole about five inches in circumference two feet below
the water-line. It proved to be the Hollins ram Manassas.
Passing aft, the ram endeavored to strike the stern, and failed.
As she passed abreast of the Richmond, a broadside from the
9-inch guns was fired at her. The darkness prevented the
officers of the Richmond from discovering whether any damage
was done. When we remember how quickly this same ram
Manassas was afterward demolished by Captain Melancthon
Smith, in the Mississippi, at the battle with the forts and rebel
fleet, it provokes a smile to think of the panic which was spread
through the blockading fleet. Those in command saw fire-rafts
and rebel steamers coming down the river, and instantly the
cables were all slipped, and the fleet was making its escape as
rapidly as possible down the river and out to sea by the South-
west Pass. The Richmond and the Vincennes ran aground,
and Commander Handy, of the Vincennes, having laid a train
to his magazine, abandoned his ship with his officers and men,
and repaired for safety on board the Richmond. It is said that
a cool old tar, as he was leaving the ship, contemptuously kicked
the train, already fired, aside, and thus saved the vessel. Handy
and his comrades waited a “7reasonable time for the explosion,”
as the report states, and then ventured back to their ship.
The Vincennes was abandoned about 9.30 A. m. Five rebel
steamers, such as were so quickly disposed of by Farragut’s
fleet afterward, had come down the river and were firing at
long range, but at 10 o’clock they all withdrew up the river,
not deeming themselves strong enough to attack two ships
aground, and one of them abandoned by her crew. The ram
was seen no more. Commander Handy, having regained his
ship that refused to be blown up, proceeded to throw overboard
his guns in order to hasten his escape, although no enemy was
in sight. It is but just to Captain Pope, who commanded the
Richmond, that his own statement of this affair should be in-
serted here :

UnitEp STATES STEAMER RICHMOND,
OFr Pass i 1’OvuTrE, Mississippr RIveRr, October 17, 1861,

Sir: My report to you in regard to our leaving the head of the
Passes having been made in a great hurry, in order to acquaint you as
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soon as possible of the leading facts of the case, many incidents were
omitted which I will now report.

After the first blow given to this ship by the ram, on the morning
of the 12th instant, it remained under our port quarter, apparently en-
deavoring to fix herself in a position to give us a second blow, but the
slipping of our chain and the ship ranging ahead under steam frustrated
the object. The ram dropped astern, but soon gathered headway and
ranged our port beam, receiving the fire of the port battery, some guns
of which were discharged twice. It then ranged ahead, passing up the
river, receiving the fire of the port battery of the Preble, disappearing
in the darkness. Owing to the darkness, I was unable to see the effect
of our shot upon her, but some officers are of opinion they heard shot
strike the ram. I passed the Preble and stood up the river, when Act-
ing Master Wilcox reporting we were getting too elose to the starboard
shore, the helm was put up aund the ship rapidly fell off, presenting her
broadside up and down the river. As soon as she had drifted near the
head of the Passes, ineffectual attempts were made to get her head up-
stream, when I found myself a mile and a half down the Southwest Pass.
I then put the helm up, continued down the river, hoping to be able to
get her head round off Pilot Town. In doing this, she drifted some
distance below, grounding broadside to. Soon after this the enemy
opened their fire upon us, which was kept up for about two hours.
The day before leaving the head of the Passes, I had succeeded in
placing one of our 9-inch broadside guns on the top-gallant forecastle,
giving a long range, and it was eontinually fired during the engage-
ment. About 9 o’clock, A. M., during the firing, it was reported to me
that several boats filled with men were leaving the Vincennes; some
went on board the Water Witch, others eame to this ship. In a few
minutes Commander Handy, with several of his officers, came on
board ; Commander Handy having wrapped around his waist, in broad
folds, an American flag, and, upon being asked, stated he had abandoned
his ship in obedience to signal. Being told no such signal had been
made, he insisted “he so read it,” that Captain Winslow had so
read it.

The following day Lieutenant Commanding Winslow being asked,
remarked “He saw no such signal ;” that when he was asked by one of
Captain Handy’s officers if that was the meaning of the signal, sent
word to Captain Handy “ that it was impossible” to get guns out of his
stern ports and fight his ship. As soon as it was thought, from the
description of the slow-match, that it had gone out, Captain Handy,
his officers and crew, returned to their ship. In the evening I received
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a note from Captain Handy, a copy of which, and my reply, is en-
closed.

After T had taken the guns and ammunition from the MeClellan, she
was sent to the assistance of the Vincennes, and endeavored to get her
afloat ; in the mean time I carried out a stream anchor from this ship
astern, and, after unsuccessful attempts for two or three hours, the
MeClellan returned to this ship, and was lashed alongside to wait until
a rise of the tide. At early daylight of the 13th instant, the South
Carolina, Commander Alden, came in, and I directed him to proceed,
and, if possible, get the Vincennes afloat. Soon after, this ship was
got afloat, her head down-stream, and the McClellan was instantly cast
off and went to assist in getting the Vincennes afloat. As there was
not room for this ship to lay at anchor, or to turn to point her head up
the stream, I had no other alternative than to cross the bar and anchor
outside. My mind was very much relieved, knowing that the armament
of four rifled guns on board the MeClellan, together with the long gun
of the Sonth Carolina, would keep the enemy at bay. At about 2 ». .
the Vincennes was got afloat, crossed the bar, and anchored near this
ship, and the South Carolina was immediately dispatched to Pass &
’Outre, to guard that place until I could send him a relief.

My retreat down the pass, although painful to me, was to save the
ships, by preventing them being sunk and falling into the hands of the
enemy ; and it was evident to me they had us in their power, by the
operation of the ram and the fire-rafts, If I have erred in all this mat-
ter, it is an error of judgment ; the whole affair came upon me so sud-
denly that no time was left for reflection, but called for immediate action
and decision, The ram having made its appearance next day at the
mouth of the river, the impression is she sustained no injury from our
shot, only waiting an opportunity to destroy our ships.

Tt having been rumored there was a panic on board this ship at the
time she was engaged with the enemy, I state it to be false; both
officers and men exhibited the utmost coolness and determination to do
their duty. My orders and those of all the officers were carried out
with as much coolness as if it had becn an every-day affair, and their
whole conduect merits high commendation ; and they would feel grati-
fied to prove their bravery by being permitted to take part in the con-
templated attack on Pensacola, as requested in notes from me to you on
this subject. In both engagements with the enemy, the whole fire ap-
peared to be directed to the destruction of this ship, most of the shot
being, apparently, directed to the quarter of this vessel, presumed for
the purpose of disabling our rudder and propeller.
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I omitted, in my hasty report, to mention the essential aid I have
received from Captain Gray, commanding the army transport McClellan,
in getting this ship and the Vincennes afloat. From Licutenant Com-
manding Winslow, commanding the Water Witch, T received every
possible assistance that could be rendered.

I directed Commander French, of the Preble, as soon as it could be
done, to Pass & 'Outre to guard that entrance. This he was unable to
do at the time ; the wind being ahead and a strong current setting to
leeward, he was barel) able to hold his own. Ile came in and anchored
and reported to me ; he was quite out of wood and coal. I told him
he could procure wood off the Northeast Pass, where he would be sta-
tioned after the arrival of one of the steamers at Pass & 'Outre, He
replied, it was impossible to get wood there, and earnestly requested to
go to Ship Island, where he would in two days procure wood sufficient
for himself and the Vincennes. I reluctartly consented to his doing so,
knowing that one of the steamers, either the South Carolina or Hunts-
ville, would reach Pass & 1'Outre in advance of him.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jou~x Porx, Cuptain.
Flag-Officer Wn. W. McKEAN, commanding Blockading Squadron.

P. S.—This, and my first report to you, embraces all the facts, to
my best recollection ; and if they are not satisfactory, I respectfully ask
for a court of inquiry in the matter ; and if it cannot be granted with-
out detriment to the service at this time, that it may be referred to the
honorable Secretary of the Navy. Joux Pore.

The following is a copy of a note received from Commander Handy
on the eve of his ship getting aground, and my reply to the same :

Sir: We are aground. We have only two guns that will bear in
the direction of the enemy. Shall I remain on board after the moon
goes down with my crippled ship and worn-out men? Will you send
me word what countersign my boats shall use if we pass near your
ship? While we have moonlight, would it not be better to leave the
ship? Shall I burn her when I leave her?

Respectfully, Rozerr Harpy.

Uxirep STATES STEAMER RicEmoOND,
SourawEsT Pass, October 12, 1861,

Sir: You say your ship is aground. It will be your duty to defend
your ship up to the last moment, and not to fire her except it be to pre-
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vent her from falling into the hands of the enemy. T do not think the
enemy will be down to-night, but in case they do, fight them to the
last. You have boats enough to save aZ/ your men. I do not approve
of your leaving your ship until every effort is made to defend her from
falling into their hands.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
Joun Pork, Coptain.

Commander R. Haxpy, commanding U. S. Ship Vincennes.

Men should not be judged too harshly, acting under such eir-
cumstances. Rams, torpedoes, and fire-rafts were then almost
untried weapons of war. The most extravagant reports were
circulated concerning the new and terrible inventions which
the rebels had prepared, and lively imaginations invested them
with almost supernatural powers. Commodore Hollins had
taken great pains to spread abroad reports of the wonders he
was about to perform ; and it was perhaps no more than was to
be expected of weak flesh and blood, that when an unknown
sea-monster came silently up to such a ship as the Richmond,
unsuspectingly, taking in coal, and ripped three planks out of
her with its snout, there should have been some signs of a panic,
especially when fire-rafts and hostile steamers were seen com-
ing on.

Still, after making all due allowances, and looking back on
the scene after the battle of New Orleans, this fleet of forty-
five guns, and such a ship as the Richmond one of the squadron,
appears in a very ridiculous aspect fleeing down the river
like frightened sheep, chased out of the Mississippi by a ram
that was going the other way as fast as possible, escaping from
fire-rafts that had gone ashore, and from river steamers that
dared not venture within range of the Richmond’s guns! The
commander of the Vincennes, laying a train with a slow-match
to his magazine, and then tumbling overboard with his officers
and men, and, after having waited at a safe distance till satis-
fied that the ship would not blow up, stealing noiselessly back
to start the water and throw overboard his guns, presents an ex-
ample unmatched, it is thought, in the history of the Navy. It
was certainly a great relief to all parties to find themselves be-
low the bar, where the grounded fire-rafts could not follow them,
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The ram seems not to have been injured, though Captain Pope
had the satisfaction of reporting that “some officers are of opin-
ion they heard shots strike the ram.” Hollins boasted that he
had driven the blockading squadron out of the river; and New
Orleans, it is said, was illuminated.



CHAPTER VIL

A GALLANT EXPLOIT.—DESTRUCTION OF THE SCHOONER JUDAH.

Ix September, 1861, the harbor of Pensacola, then in the
hands of the rebels, was the scene of one of those heroic deeds
which, though they require great daring, courage, and skill, do
not much attract the attention of the world because they are
not great battles, and yet they are often the means by which
great successes are afterward obtained. In a small basin,
formed by the navy-yard on one side and a dock on the other,
was a schooner which the rebels were evidently fitting out for a
privateer. She had been watched for some time by the officers
of the fleet, and at length Commodore Mervine, then command-
ing that division of the blockading squadron, with his flag on
the Colorado, determined to make an attempt to destroy her,
knowing that, if permitted to escape and go to sea, she might
do great damage to our commerce. She was in a position
where it was very difficult to reach her without great exposure
to the attacking party. A 10-inch columbiad and a 12-pounder
field-piece were mounted s0 as to command her deck and the
wharf to which she was moored ; and there were, as reported,
about a thousand men within call in the navy-yard. To attack
the schooner under such circumstances was, at best, a perilous
enterprise. Commodore Mervine, however, deemed the destruc-
tion of the privateer of sufficient importance to warrant the
risk both of failure and the loss of men.

Accordingly, on the night of the 13th of September, a boat
expedition was fitted out from the frigate Colorado, consisting
of the following boats: first launch, Lieutenant J. H. Russell
commanding the expedition, thirty-nine men ; first cutter, Lieu-
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tenant J. G. Sproston, eighteen men ; second cutter, Lieutenant
F. B. Blake, twenty-six men; third cutter, Midshipman T.
Steece, seventeen men ; in all; one hundred officers, sailors, and
marines.

Lieutenants Russell and Blake were to attack the vessel,
while Lieutenant Sproston and Midshipman Steece were to
spike, if possible, the two guns mounted in the yard for the
protection of the schooner. The attack was made on the morn-
ing of the 14th, at half-past 8 o’clock. The schooner was found
moored -to the wharf. She was armed with one pivot and two
broadside guns, and her crew was on board, ready to repel any
attack. The boats were discovered and hailed when about one
hundred yards from the wharf. The sentry gave the alarm by
firing his musket, and almost immediately a volley was given
from the schooner’s deck. Under this destructive fire each
oarsman used his utmost strength, and the boats almost leaped to
their mark, two striking the navy-yard dock where the heavy co-
lumbiad was mounted, and two rushing alongside the schooner.
Only one man was found guarding the guns on the wharf, and
he was shot down by Gunner Boreton just as he was in the act
of levelling his musket at Lieutenant Sproston, both pieces being
discharged at the same instant. The party having been sep-
arated in the darkness, only these two officers, Sproston and
Boreton, were able to find the guns, and, after the shooting of
the sentry, they were immediately spiked.

The contest for the possession of the schooner was a severe
one. In addition to the crew on deck, there were men in her
tops who poured a destructive fire into the boats. Immediately
upon boarding, a hand-to-hand fight began on the deck. The
crew of the schooner were soon driven to the wharf; but they
rallied there, and, being joined by the shore-guard, kept up a
continuous fire.

‘While the battle was thus going on, some were busily en-
gaged in firing the schooner. Fires were kindled with little
result in several places, but at length an effectual one was started
in the cabin by Assistant-Engineer White and Patrick Driscoll,
a coal-heaver. She was soon in flames, and the boats were
shoved off. By this time the whole force in the yard was
aroused, and as they gathered in masses, the retiring boats opened
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upon them with canister from two howitzers, firing six rounds
before they were out of range. The schooner, while burning,
drifted from her moorings, and, having burned to the water’s
edge, sank opposite Fort Barrancas. The returning boats
reached the Colorado about daylight. The dangerous char-
acter of this expedition and the severity of the fight are suf-
ficiently shown by the fact that nearly one-fifth of the party
were either killed or wounded. Some of the wounds were
mortal, and several others were very severe.

In this fight, as in every battle, there were incidents show-
ing on how slender a point the issue of life and death is hung,
so slight as to suggest the interposition of Him who numbers
the hairs of the head, and marks the sparrow’s fall. When
Lieutenant Sproston met the sentry who guarded the 10-inch
columbiad in the navy-yard, the instant in which the rebel de-
layed in settling his aim, cost him his life and saved that of
Sproston, for in that instant he received the bullet of Boreton.

After Lieutenant Blake was in his boat, when leaving the
Colorado, a flask of liquor was handed him, in anticipation of
the wants of the wounded. He placed it in the lower pocket
of his overcoat; and finding it to be inconvenient there, he
shifted it to the side-pocket over the left breast. In boarding
the schooner he felt a smart blow, and, after the fight, found
that a ball had struck the flask with just force enough to per-
forate it right over the heart, and leave a slight contusion on
the breast. Was the shifting of the flask accidental %

A strange and sad fate befell the first man, a marine, who
boarded the rebel schooner. In springing on board he lost his
white cap, the distinguishing mark of the boats’ crews, and was
bayoneted through mistake by one of his own comrades. e was
known by the name of Smith. By the letters found in his bag
after his death, it was found that Smith was an assumed name.
There were letters from his mother, filled with sad solicitude for
his safety and general welfare, breathing all a mother’s tender-
ness. There were others from his father, stating how his dearest
hopes for himself and children had been blighted. The oldest
brother is in the grave. “You have chosen this roving life, and
the youngest, our only prop, may be taken away.” He had
received a classical education, and the steps by which he had



64 HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY.

descended are among the secrets of a darkened houschold. He
was not among the young men who went forth from colleges
and theological seminaries, and luxurious homes, to lay their all
on their country’s altar, but he had evidently entered the ser-
vice in order to hide himself from the world. The Army and
the Navy, in addition to those who went forth from noble and
patriotic impulses, also received hundreds who had sunk through
misfortune, dissipation, or crime, from the higher social levels,
and sought to bury in the camp or on the deck of the ship their
shame or their despair. Some of the saddest secrets of earth
are buried in the soldiers’ graves, or have gone down at sea with
the shotted hammock. Many a heart has been long dead before
it ceased to beat, and many a one was broken before it was
struck by the shot.

In the return of the killed and wounded in the Colorado’s
boats appeared this brief record : “John Smith, marine, private,
killed.” 'What a history lay concealed beneath that short state-
ment—a story of a wasted life and of broken hearts! Such
homes as the death of “John Smith” made desolate are those
on which the darkest sorrow of the war has fallen, for no ray
of glory comes through the thick shadow of death. Memory
brings not the image of the grave of a hero, a patriot, offering
up his young life as a noble sacrifice, but the setting in blood of
life’s star, that had been falling and growing dark before. How
often some such brief record of the war has had for a few hearts
terrible meanings, of which the world knows nothing! John
Smith’s death made but a little blank in the great frigate’s com-
pany ; but how wide a breach there was in the distant home
where the father and mother sat, bearing wearily the weight
upon the heart! What might be called the domestic history of
the war would be one of more thrilling interest than the story
of its campaigns, its battles, and its victories.



CHAPTER VIIL
BOMBARDMENT OF GALVESTON.—AFFAIR AT SHIP ISLAND.

OxE of the methods most industriously and persistently used
by our enemies, both at home and in Europe, was to represent
the North as carrying on the war in a barbarous spirit, and in
wanton violation of the rules of civilized warfare. War, in its
best aspect, is not a gentle art; and in the best-disciplined ar-
mies, whose soldiers have been drawn from well-ordered com-
munities, there are doubtless many acts discreditable to hu-
manity, and it was to be expected that these would be seized
upon and exaggerated by those who were intent upon injuring
the cause of the Union ; but it was not at first supposed that
even gystematic slander could have induced so large a portion
of Europe to believe that the armies of the North were com-
posed of savages, let loose upon patriots bravely contending for
their rights, and that their whole course was marked by outrage,
robbery, and murder. England, especially in these matters,
verified the Scripture. She believed with her heart; she be-
lieved not only without facts, but in spite of the facts, because
she wished to have it so. The agents of foreign governments,
excepting those of Russia, were nearly all in sympathy with the
South, and they seized upon every act that could be misrep-
resented to the discredit of the North, and sent it home with
the sanction of official signatures.

One of these transactions thus distorted, exaggerated, and
circulated to the injury of the cause of the Union, was the par-
tial bombardment of Galveston on the 3d of August, 1861. The
rebels, who were then in possession of Galveston, had erected

some batteries directly in the rear of the town, so that any shot
Vor. II.—5
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fired at the batteries would be likely to injure the city and its
unarmed inhabitants, The blockading squadron lying off the
place had made no attack upon the town, confining itself to
closing the port, so far as possible, against contraband traders.

On the morning of the 3d of August, at daylight, one of the
tenders of the squadron, a small gunboat, returning from a
cruise, found herself unexpectedly within range of two of the
rebel batteries, which almost immediately opened fire upon her,
and she promptly returned it. Commander Alden, of the South
Carolina, which was lying near, supposing there must have
been some mistake, waited during the day for some explanation
from the authorities on shore. So far from disavowing the act,
they were evidently making preparations for a fight. Com-
mander Alden, therefore, about 4 o’clock ». m., got under way
and went in toward the town. The moment his ship came
within range the batteries opened fire upon him, which was at
once returned, and the action continued until some fifteen shots
had been fired, when, in order not to injure the town, the
steamer drew off. This act of self-defence was the cause of the
following correspondence :

U. 8. Streamer Sovrs CAROLINA, OFF GALVESTON, August 10, 1861,

Sir: I have the honor herewith to submit a report of a short but
lively affair which took place on the 3d instant between this ship and
two of the batteries located near to and back of the city of Galveston.
The city is, as the accompanying sketch will show, entirely at our
mercy, but I have never had any intention of troubling them, as I con-
sidered my duty was simply to blockade and stop the commerce of the
port, as I frankly told their military commandant, Captain (now Colonel)
Moore, who called upon me, shortly after our arrival, to inquire into the
truth or falsity of a report, to wit, that I had threatened to bombard
the town if my duty of blockading was interfered with by them in any
way. I told the captain, in reply, that I seldom made threats under
any circumstances ; that I had not, nor should I upon so momentous a
subject as this, presume to think what I should do, believing as I did, as
far as the town was concerned, that they would gladly let us alone. But
I was disappointed ; for on the 3d instant, as one of our tenders was re-
turning from a cruise to the southward, in charge of Mr. Rodney Bax-
ter, acting master, she found herself early in the morning near two of
the rebel batteries, which shortly opened their fire upon her, which she
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returned in the most gallant manner ; and, after exchanging a few shots,
came and reported the facts to me. The whole affair passed under my
own observation, our anchorage being only three miles distant; and
while I was made to realize that people could be so insane as to initiate
hostilities with us when their town was so completely at our mercy, I
was restrained from going in and engaging their batteries on the
moment, believing that the whole affair might have been the result of
misunderstanding or accident. I therefore waited all day for some ex-
planation or disavowal on the part of the authorities, but none came,
On the contrary, steam was gotten up on the General Rusk, a large sea-
steamer which has been preparing for sea for some time; and other
demonstrations satisfied me that, so far from their volunteering any
explanations, they were ready for us, and indeed wanted a brush. I
therefore, at about 4 o’clock . u., got under way, and, after towing a
prize which we have a little to scaward, out of the reach of the steamer
General Rusk, if she should come out while we were engaged, I stood
down toward the batteries. Our moving was the signal for the General
Rusk to get under way, and as she approached the bar I turned to give
her chase ; but she was as quick in that evolution as we were, and ran
back with all speed. She attempted it the second time, but after that
was content to go in and watch the result, out of harm’s way.

Being satisfied that there was no more diversion in that direction, I
resumed my original course, and stood toward the batteries; but we
were 1o sooner in range than they opened their fire upon us, when the
action became general. After exchanging some dozen or fifteen shots
with them, I withdrew, satisfied that throughout the whole affair we
were doing more injury to the city or perhaps unoffending citizens than
to the batteries or those who sought the collision.

The nearest point that we could get to the shore, our ship drawing
twelve feet, was about one mile, where we found thirteen and a half feet
of water. Their firing was so extremely bad, considering the large
object that this ship, almost entirely light, presents, that not a shot
touched us. Ours, I regret to say, so far as the poer Portuguese and
other unoffending sufferers go, was more cffective. The only infor-
mation I have from the city on the subject is in a very insulting letter,
gotten up in the shape of a protest, remonstrating against my acts of
the 3d instant, and signed by all the foreign consuls at Galveston, a
copy of which is herewith sent, together with my answer. I should add
that some of the crew of our tender had occasion a few days ago to
land down the coast in pursuit of fresh provisions, when we were in-
formed that a captain of a company or captain of a gun and others in
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one of the batteries were killed in the affair of the 3d instant ; also that
one of our shells went into the middle of the town, but from some
cause or other did not burst.
Respectfully, I am your obedient servant,
James Avpen, Commander.
Flag-Oficer Wu. MERVINE, commanding Gulf Blockading Squadron.

GALVESTON, August 5, 1861.
Sir: The undersigned, consuls and vice-consuls at Galveston, con-
sider it their duty to enter their solemn protest against your bombard-
ment of this city on the evening of the 3d instant, without having given
any notice, so that the women and children might have been removed,
and also against your firing a shell in the midst of a large crowd of un-
armed citizens, amongst whom were many women and children, causing
thereby the death of an unoffending Portuguese, and wounding boys
and peaceably disposed persons, as acts of inhumanity, unrecognized in
modern warfare, and meriting the condemnation of Christian and civil-
ized nations.
Artaur Lyww, DBritish Consul.
Jaues Freperick, Hanoverian and Oldenburg Consul, and,
in the absence of J. W. Jackarsh, Acting Consul for
Prussia and Hamburg.
" J. C. Kunn, Swiss Consul, Vice-Consul for Russia.
J. Barkemier, Deputy Consul for Bremen, Saxony, Bel-
gium, Holland, and Vice-Consul for Austria.
F. Goxzzavrgs, Mexican Consul.
F. H. Zer, Consul for Nassau.
B. Turrox, French Ag't, Consul and Vice-Consul for Spain.
FrepErick WaAGNER, Consul pro tem. for Electoral Hesse.
To Captain James ALDEN, commanding U. S. Steamer South Carolina.

UxiTep STATES STEAMER SoUuTH CAROLINA,
BLOCKADING SQUADRON OFF GALVESTON, August 6, 1861,

Genriemes : I have just received by the hand of Captain Davis
your communication of yesterday’s date, in which you enter your
“solemn protest against your [my] bombardment of this city on the
evening of the 3d instant, without having given any notice, so that the
women and children might have been removed,” and characterizing my
proceedings in that connection as “acts of inhumanity, unrecognized in
modern warfare, and meriting the condemnation of Christian and civil-
ized nations.”
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My first impulse, on reading your extraordinary communication, so
full of, statements at variance with my own knowledge of the facts, was
to return it to you, and ask you in all conscience to examine the matter
before indorsing such sweeping accusations; but as the facts were all
patent, and you might inform yourselves of them if you would, I de-
cided to send you the verbal answer I did, and which may be to some
of you quite sufficient ; but as it is likely there are others who have
signed this extraordinary document who know little or nothing about
the matter, and as you all represent countries with which we are at
peace and amity, it may perhaps be my duty to state to you the facts
of the case. They are simply as follows : Early on the morning of the
3d instant our gunboat found herself near the shore, and shortly after-
ward (as the result proved) within range of some of the batteries. The
first warning she got was a shot—not a blank cartridge, but a shot—not
fired ahead or astern of her, to warn her off, bu¢ straight at her. She,
of course, fired back, some shots were exchanged, when she came and
reported the facts to me. This was in the morning. I waited all day
until nearly four in the afternoon, hoping some explanation, some dis-
avowal of the act, would be sent off. None came. I then got under
way and stood in for the batteries, which, you are aware, are built in
the rear of and close to the town, merely to sce if they could, while
they knew the town must be injured by our return fire, repeat such an
act of aggression by commencing upon us. 'We were no sooner within
range of their guns, however, than they opened their fire, when e,
after exchanging a few shots with them, retired, preferring ‘that it should
appear we were beaten off, rather than continue a contest where (as the
result shows) so many unoffending citizens must necessarily suffer. If
that act merits the “ condemnation of Christian and civilized nations,”
pray, tell me, gentlemen, tell me, what you would have done were you
in my place? Again: you protest against my firing a shell into the
midst of a “large crowd of unarmed citizens, amongst whom were
many women and children.” . . . . Do you think such an act could
have been deliberate or premeditated ¢ Besides, I would ask, was it
not the duty of the military commandant, who, by his act in the morn-
ing, had invited me to the contest, to see that such were out of the way ?
Did he not have all day to prepare? It was evident to my mind that
they knew we were coming, or why was that demonstration on the
steamer General Rusk? TIn conclusion, let me add that no one can re-
gret the injury done to unoffending individuals more than I do ; still T
find no complaint of my acts of the 3d instant coming from the mili-
tary or civil authorities of Galveston ; and with due deference to your
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consideration and humanity, I must respectfully remark that it is the
first time that I have ever heard that the women and children or un-
armed citizens of one of our towns were under the protection of foreign
consuls. Respectfully, JAMES ALDEN,
Commander U. S. Navy, commanding.
Arraur Lyxw, Esq., British Consul ; J. C. Kvnx, Esq., Swiss Con-
sul ; F. H. Zeri, Esq., Consul for Nassau, and others.

Of course no one of these consuls was ignorant of the main
facts in this affair. The letter was evidently written for the
European market, and there probably served, in some measure,
the intended purpose, to excite a prejudice against the people
of the Northern States, and a sympathy for the rebels. After
the war, the slanderers were very anxious to regain the friend-
ship they had forfeited.

On the 19th of Oectober, 1861, in Mississippi Sound, there
was a brief battle, which shows the manner in which the
monotony of life on a blockader was sometimes enlivened, not
always without danger. The steamer Massachusetts was lying
with her fires banked, very much at ease, on that morning,
when a strange steamer was discovered in the distance, rapid-
ly approaching. Commander (now Commodore) Melancthon
Smith, then in command of the Massachusetts, immediately
ordered steam. The stranger came on until within about six
miles, and then slowed down her engine and fired a “lee gun.”
The Massachusetts was immediately prepared to engage her,
and approached with a full head of steam. But the rebel
commander had no intention of coming to close action, and,
having the advantage of superior speed, kept the Massachusetts
at the distance of nearly two miles, using against her a 68-
pounder rifle gun. In this manner she evidently hoped to
cripple her adversary without damage to herself, as with the
utmost elevation of the guns of the Massachusetts many of the
shot and shell fell short. Some of them appeared to take
effect, as the heavy gun was silenced after the third discharge,
and the steamer immediately sought the shoal water, where the
Massachusetts very soon was unable to follow her. Though
fought at such a distance, this action showed the destructive
power of the shell.gun. A shell from the 68-pounder rifle of
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the rebel steamer entered the starboard side of the Massa-
chusetts “abaft the engine, five feet above the water-line. Tt
cut through eighteen plank of the main deck, carried away the
table, sofas, eight sections of iron steam-pipe, and exploded in
the state-rooms on the port side, stripping the bulkheads of four
rooms, and setting fire to the vessel. A fragment of the shell
hit a timber, breaking all the outside planking from the main
to the spar deck, a distance of five and a half feet. The missile
that did the damage was exploded by a time-fuse four inches
long, the shell measuring fifteen inches in length, seven inches
in diameter, with an internal cavity of five inches. Twelve.
fragments of this shell weighed fifty-eight pounds.”

The engagement was continued until the rebel steamer
reached shoal water, but without any perceptible damage to
her except what has been suggested. The Massachusetts fired
seventy-six shot and shell, and four hundred and fifty-five
pounds of powder. '

After such an exhibition of the havoc which a single shell
can make, one is not surprised at the destruction wrought on
the Alabama by the heavy shell-guns of the Kearsarge, nor that
she was torn in pieces in so short a time. The effect of the guns
of the Merrimack upon the Cumberland, Congress, and Minne-
sota, was equally terrible; and it is fearful to think of the
slaughter that may hereafter be made when squadrons equally
matched shall engage with shell-guns.



CHAPTER IX.
THE BLOCKADE.

Ir was declared in England that the blockade was the great
fact of the American war. The thought was a very natural one
for those who had previously asserted that it was impossible to
establish, in front of such a coast-line, a blockade which would
be recognized by the nations as effectual and valid. Such a
work had never been attempted; and European nations made
(what is with them very common) the mistake of believing that
what they had never done Americans could not perform. They
of France and England knew well that our Government had
only a few ships, not worthy to be called a navy in comparison
with their own ; and, with all their ships, they would not then
have thought it possible to seal up the American coast from
ITampton Roads to Mexico, including the shores of the Gulf.

Englishmen therefore, especially, looked forward to a cheap
and rich harvest for their commerce. They felt, at first, little
anxiety whether the blockade should be held as valid according
to the law of nations, or not; for they thought it could be so
easily avoided that it would offer no serious obstacle to their
trade with the rebel States. It is seldom that more alluring
prospects present themselves to men than those with which
many English merchants and manufacturers deluded them-

“selves in the beginning of the rebellion. They made merry
over the idea of a paper blockade, and they saw, as they
believed, an almost unrestricted trade opened to them in the
South, and our commerce driven from the ocean by their
neutral piratical cruisers; they were confident that the re-
bellion, through their aid, would be successful, and then they
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would monopolize the Southern cotton, and the markets of the
South.

But when it was found that no skill, or capital, or science,
or determination to succeed, could give security to their fleetest
steamers, and that every month the increasing stringency of the
blockade added new perils to their scandalous traffic, till at
length they were almost entirely driven off from the American
coast, they were beyond measure astonished, and declared, as
has been already stated, that the maintaining a strict blockade
along such a line of coast was the great fact of the war.

Perhaps the sober judgment of the world may confirm this
opinion. Not only had there been no previous attempt made
at any time to guard such an extent of coast, but never before
was there seen such an extensive and thoroughly organized
effort to destroy the efficiency of a blockade. England had at
her disposal the finest commercial marine in the world, ship-
yards, workmen, material, all the best of their kind, capital
without limit, and unbounded enthusiasm in the work ; and
notwithstanding all these forces and advantages, she was so
completely excluded from our shores that she was compelled to
abandon the field. It surely was one of the great moral lessons
of the war.

The following correspondence will show what naval force
the Government had at its command when the question of the
blockade was first considered :

Execurive Mansion, March 18, 1861,
Sir: I shall be obliged if you will inform me what amount of naval
force you could at once place at the control of the revenue service.
And also, whether at some distance of time you could so place an addi-
tional force ; and how much ¢ and at what time?
Your obedicent servant, A. LincoLw.
Hon. Secretary of the Navy.

[Confidential.]
Navy DerartyeNT, March 20, 1861.

Sir: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 18th instant, asking to be informed of the amount of the naval force
that could at once be placed at the control of the revenue service ; also,
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whether at some distance of time an additional force could be so placed

—how much ? and at what time ?
I respeetfully state, in reply, that the following vessels could at
once be put under orders for such service :

Steam-sloop Brooklyn, 21 guns, now off Fort Pickens.

Steamer Crusader, 8 « on special service.
Steamer Pocahontas, 5 o« at Norfolk.
Steamer Water Witch, 8 at Philadelphia.
Steamer Mobawk; b« on special service.
Steamer Wyandotte, 5« off Fort Pickens.
Steam-sloop Pawnee, T e at Washington.
Frigate Sabine, 5o« off Fort Pickens.
Sloop Cumberland, 23 « on way to Norfolk.
Steamer Powhatan, JINIBRREE at New York.
Sloop St. Louis, i SARNCE off Fort Pickens.
Sloop Macedonian, 22 « off Vera Cruz.

The vessel last named could be withdrawn, if deemed expedient,
from her present position in a short time.

With regard to the additional force that could be placed at the con-
trol of the revenuc service, at some distant time, the amount of it would
be governed by the number of men allowed by law to the Navy. The
number so allowed is 8,500. There are now already in the service
about 6,870, leaving 1,630 as the number that could be enlisted under
authority of law.

‘With this number the following vessels could be manned and, it is
thought, ready for service within the time stated, should there be no
difficulty in obtaining recruits, which is not likely, viz. :

Sloop Germantown, 22 guns,

Brig Bainbridge, 6 4 .

Brig Fomivg g% ¢ o« [ intwo weeks.
Brig Dolphin, 4 &

Sloop Jamestown,

Sloop Plymouth, } in three weeks.

Steam-frigate Minnesota,
Sloop Preble,
Steam-frigate Wabash,
Steamer Mississippi, ~ in five weeks.

} in four weeks.

There could be withdrawn from foreign stations, without serious dis-
advantage, the following vessels, in about the time stated, viz. : steam-
sloop Iroquois from the Mediterranean in two and a half or three months,
steam-sloop Seminole from the Brazils in three months, and the steam-
sloop Mohican from the coast of Africa in about three months.



THE BLOCKADE. 75

The steam-frigate Niagara is expected home from Japan some time
next month.

There are three other steamers on the African station, the San Ja-
cinto, the Mystic, and the Sumter. Their withdrawal would reduce the
squadron below the number of guns required by treaty stipulations. A
sloop-of-war would restore the number, but a vessel of that class would
not be so effective in suppressing the slave-trade.

The steamers mentioned are well adapted for service on our coast.

In addition to the vessels hereinbefore mentioned, the following ves-
sels at the several navy-yards, not in commission, could be prepared
for service in the time stated, if the appropriations and the number of
seamen authorized by law admitted of it, viz.:

Frigate St. Lawrence 50 gung, ) .

Ste:m-frigate Colora(’io, 40 gu“ } e reek
Steam-frigate Merrimack, 40 ¢ .

Frigate Santee, 50 ¢ } LT G
Steam-frigate Roanoke, 40 «

Sloop Savannah, DI } in six weeks.
Sloop Vincennes, 20NN

Sloop Dale 16 «

Sloog Mari;n, 16« } in three months.
Sloop-of-the-line Vermont, 84 ¢

Frigate Raritan, 50 « } in four months.
Frigate Potomac, LD

Frigate Brandywine, DOl in five months.
Frigate Columbia, BORC Pt
Steam-sloop Pensacola, — } ol

The following vessels, in the Pacific, could be employed in service
on the Western coast, and be put under orders for the purpose in a few
weeks : steam-sloop Lancaster, 22 guns ; steam-sloop Narragansett, 5 guns ;
steam-sloop Wyoming, 6 guns; steamer Saranac, 9 guns; sloop St.
Mary’s, 22 guns ; sloop Cyane, 18 guns ; steamer John Hancock, 8 guns,

The sloop Vandalia has been ordered to proceed from the East In-
dies to the coast of California, and the Dakota steam-sloop eould be put
under similar orders. Both of these vessels are at present attached to
the East India squadron.

I have not mentioned in this communication the ships employed in
transporting stores—the Release, now at New York, and the Supply, on
the way to Pensacola. Both of them are armed, and might be em-
ployed in the revenue service with some advantage.

I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
Gioeox WELLEs, Secretary of the Navy.
The President of the United States.
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Such was the condition of the American Navy when it was
determined to declare the Southern coast in a state of blockade.
If there can be a case in which partial ignorance is better than
knowledge, this was probably one ; for if the magnitude of the
work undertaken could have heen accurately measured then, it
might have been deemed by the officers of the Government, as
it was by others, an impossible task. Few of the most impor-
tant and successful enterprises which have made men famous
would have been commenced, if the whole field of action with
all its difficulties had been spread out at first before the eye of
the projectors. But with the end held steadily in view, and the
obstacles presenting themselves so as to be separately seen, met,
and overcome, men gather courage and confidence as they pro-
ceed.

It was well for the country that our resources were quite as
much underrated at first as were the difficulties of establishing
and maintaining the blockade. As the war went on, it was found
that the mercantile marine could supply, far more rapidly than
was at first supposed, vessels that were admirably adapted for
the coast-guard service, while very many of them were capable
of bearing a heavy armament. A large number of our swift
steamers, with a few rifled guns, were really formidable ships,
though they could not endure the stroke of shot or shell like the
heavier frames of the regular men-of-war. The best of them,
however, were quite suflicient for the work for which they were
required. They were good sea-boats, and had been constructed
with an eye to speed, because they were designed for passenger
vessels on lines of travel where competition was active, and they
presented therefore some of the best specimens of this style of
naval architecture. It was soon found, therefore, that the Navy
Department could command, by the energetic use of proper
means, a fleet of steamers which would meet in good measure
the most urgent and immediate demand, by the employment
of which time would be gained for the construction of those
better fitted to bear the rough usage of the fight.

In a shorter time, it is believed, than such a fleet was ever
before procured, manned, and armed, a line of these steamers
was stretched along our coast; and, almost as soon as watchful
England could send her swift contraband traders across the sea
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with aid and comfort for the rebels, our own blockading fleet
was at its station ready to receive them. At Galveston,and the
mouth of the Rio Grande, at the passes of the Mississippi, at
Mobile, Savannah, Charleston, and Wilmington, they found the
watchful blockaders, which rendered their traffic at once, and
from the first, dangerous and uncertain.

One of the most important changes produced by our war, in
naval operations, was the employment of a steam navy for the
purposes of a blockade. It was the first experiment of the
kind on a large scale which the world had seen. It was a tri-
umph won by the steamship on a new field. It had been
shown, contrary to what was thought to be, by some, mathemat-
ical demonstration, that a steamer could make an ocean voyage
of twelve or fifteen days without touching at any port for coal
or supplies; but whether a steamslrip could be kept at sea for
months was a question which no previous experience enabled
men to decide. More important and more perplexing was the
question how a squadron of blockading steamers could be fur-
nished with the necessary supplies, in such quantities and with
such regularity as would insure success. The difficulty would
have been far less, could our vessels have been placed within a
short distance of friendly ports, from whence in a few hours
what was needed could have been obtained. But the line of
the blockading squadron was stretched for its whole length, of
more than three thousand miles, along a hostile shore, every
entrance to which was guarded by a watchful foe, so that even
water at first had to be transported from Northern ports.

To devise, and execute successfully, a plan by which these
numerous ships could be kept at their post in an efficient condi-
tion, so that there should be no break in the line through which
the English blockade-runners could safely pass, was a work
which required comprehensiveness of design, and energy, promp-
titude, and accuracy in its execution. It must be remembered
that the blockading squadron was to keep the sea not only dur-
ing the pleasant months of the year, but in the rough spring-
time, and during the winter storms, upon a coast proverbially
dangerous. In order, therefore, to estimate the labor which the
Navy Department must perform in addition to the fighting of the
war, let it be considered that several hundred ships, some of
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them thousands of miles away, were to be kept in every respect
in a serviceable state, and so that a blockade might be main-
tained which unwilling England should be compelled to ac-
knowledge as valid.

At first, as has been heretofore stated, there were no con-
densers for the ships, and no water could be obtained on the
coast, except at great risk and even loss of life,so that even this
was transported from the North for the supply of the whole
fleet. The crews had to be maintained at their full comple-
ment, the sick were to be sent home, and the places of these,
and of those that died, were to be filled by recruits. Spars, sails,
rigging, needed to be renewed ; roughly used as they were by
the coast-storms, the engines required repairs through constant
work, and the wear and tear upon the whole ship was much
greater than when after a short voyage every thing can be made
snug in harbor. Great labor and incessant care were laid upon
the chief of the Ordnance Bureau. The old guns and carriages
were not reliable, and were continually giving way under the
pressure of the service, and the new rifled cannon were often frac-
tured, so that it was a very difficult task to keep at all points a
sufficient supply of serviceable guns. It required the most accu-
rate and minute knowledge of the state of affairs, and a nicely-
adjusted system of transportation, to provide each ship, at the
proper time, with guns, shot, shell, and all that pertains to the
proper equipment of a vessel-of-war

The magnitude of the work which was performed under the
direction of the Ordnance Bureau may be understood from the
fact that the Navy was increased very rapidly from less than
fifty to nearly seven hundred ships, and that the Government
was almost entirely destitute of cannon fit for service at the be-
ginning of the war. Nor would the difficulties have been so
great as they were, if there had been at the disposal of the Gov-
ernment, or even in the country, a large number of founderies
prepared for the manufacture of artillery. But even the facto-
ries were to be erected, or those in existence had to be mate-
rially altered, before guns could be made suitable for arming
the vessels which were needed both for fighting and for the pur-
poses of the blockade. At the same time the immense number
of new guns required by the army employed a large proportion
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of the producing power of the manufacturers; and it is easy to
see, therefore, that under such circumstances it required both
organizing and executive ability of a high order to begin with
the preparation of founderies, and so arrange and carry out the
system of supply that the new ships which were being sent
forward so rapidly should not wait for an armament, whether
guns or ammunition, and those already in service should be kept
in efficient condition.

The formidable difficulties with which this bureau had to
contend will appear more clearly if we remember that the fight-
ing of our ships was chiefly with strong forts and earthworks,
armed with the best and heaviest artillery then known in
Europe, and some of still larger calibre manufactured by the
rebels themselves. Of course, ships, guns, and gun-carriages
often suffered severely, and it was necessary that the constant
loss should be as constantly supplied. In the blockading service
the guns were necessarily, in the chase, fired at long ranges, at
high elevations, and with large charges of powder, thus putting
them to the severest proof, a trial which no guns endured so
well as the Dahlgrens, not one of which, it is said, burst during
the war; a fact which shows how much this distinguished and
scientific officer has contributed to the security of his country.

The chiefs of the Ordnance Bureau, Ilarwood, Dahlgren, and
‘Wise, who made success possible for our officers by their prompt
and efficient management, are entitled to the gratitude of their
country. This also is true of the heads of the other bureaus,
and it is proposed to notice them in their due place, for courage
and skill would have availed little on board our ships, had our
officers and seamen not been promptly supplied with the proper
material of war. Without suitable ships, and guns and ammu-
nition, without proper clothing and food for the men, without
coal, spars, sails, and all the countless things by which a man-of-
war is kept in fighting trim, what could even Farragut or Por-
ter have accomplished? The organizers at home, in the quiet
of their offices, were among the true forces of the war, as much
as those who reigned on the bloody deck, though the highest
honors are properly awarded to those who add to all else, the
exposure of their lives.

Among the most important operations which rendered the
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blockade effective, were those connected with the Bureau of
Provisions and Clothing. The number of men to be sup-
plied by this bureau was equal to a large army. At the close
of the war there were fifty-one thousand five hundred men in
active service, who received their supplies from this Department
of the Navy, besides sixteen thousand eight hundred artisans
and laborers on shore, in all sixty-eight thousand three hundred.
The health and comfort of this vast multitude on ship and on
shore depended materially upon the proper conduct of this bu-
reau, and its importance and the grave responsibilities of its
head may be readily understood. The duties of this office would
have been arduous, without the addition of the blockading ser-
vice ; but when hundreds of ships were demanded for this special
work, when whole squadrons were to be kept constantly at sea,
and therefore to be continually supplied at disadvantage, the
labor was at once onerous and perplexing. Through this bureau
the Secretary made use of a new feature in naval war, one which
the introduction of the steam navy alone has rendered possible,
and which served to mitigate the hardships and sufferings that
are inseparable from war.

The Sanitary and Christian Commissions, so justly praised
as among the noblest conceptions of the age, exhibiting both
the heroism and tenderness of the Christian spirit, bringing even
to the battle-field some of the comforts of home and the conso-
lations of religion, were imitated on the sea, so far as circum-
stances would permit. As soon as the system for the blockade
was perfected, and the squadrons were at their stations, a regu-
lar line of steam communication was established between each
fleet and the Northern ports, so that all were statedly reached,
and in due order and time. The cargoes of these supply-steam-
ers were not confined to munitions of war, nor to the salt pro-
visions to which the crews of our ships are commonly restricted,
but arrangements were made by which our seamen were sup-
plied with many of the comforts and even some of the luxuries
of the shore and home. These vessels, through the thoughtful
care of the Department, were prepared to take out to the block-
ading squadrons fresh meats, vegetables, ice, and delicacies of
various kinds for the sick ; and this attention to their wants, and
provision for their comforts, not only promoted the health of
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the seamen, but gave them great satisfaction, so that their
severe duties were performed with cheerfulness and alacrity.
These regular visits to the squadrons afforded the means of fre-
quent communications with friends at home; and the inter-
change of letters, and little tokens of remembering love, were
so many links in the chain of affection which bound the absent
still to those who were left behind. No one can estimate aright
the moral influence which was exerted upon our seamen and
officers by this regular intercourse kept up with those from
whom they were separated ; while the comforts and luxuries
which were thus supplied to the sick relieved a large amount
of suffering. The arrival of each supply-ship with its stores of
fresh meats, fresh vegetables, canned fruits, its books, and its
letters from the dear ones at home, made ever a glad day
throughout the fleet, the memory of which lasted till the next
steamer came.

Horatio Bridge, the chief of this Bureau of Provisions and
Clothing, is the same officer who, on the memorable Sunday
mentioned in a previous chapter, was sent to the Northern
cities after the meeting at the Navy Department, to arrange for
the immediate purchase of ships, and who was compelled to go
over the Alleghanies and around by Wheeling before he could
pass the rebel lines. The officers and crews of the blockading
squadrons, and indeed those also engaged in other service, were
under great obligations for the manner in which this well-con-
ceived system of supplies was carried out by this efficient
officer. The following paper was furnished by request, and
presents some interesting details. The compliment to the
chief of the bureau is well deserved:

The supply of food for a navy so rapidly inereased and for so novel
a duty as that of blockading, during the rebellion, forms an interesting
chapter in its history. When the blockade of the long line of Southern
coast was established, it became necessary to make arrangements to
furnish the blockading vessels with provisions and other supplies in such
a way as to keep them at their posts with as little interruption as possi-
ble. New depots of provisions and clothing were established, as soon as
it was practicable, at Key West, Port Royal, Beaufort, New Orleans, and
Newbern, while the old depots at Norfolk and Pensacola were reéstab-
lished as soon as retaken from the rebels. Though the vessels were

VOL. IL.—6
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widely scattered, yet all were thus brought within easy rcach of the
necessary supplies of such kinds as could be kept on shore. Provisions
were sent them from these depots in tugs and schooners, and the block-
aders rarely left their posts except for coal or for repairs. Though the
ration of the United States Navy, as established by law, is superior in
quality to that of any other navy, it was still necessary that vessels sta-
tioned for years on a hostile coast should be supplied with fresh meat,
vegetables, and other anti-scorbutic food in some effectual manner, and
a system hitherto untried in the naval service was inaugurated by the
Navy Department, and most suceessfully conducted, through the agency
of the Bureau of Provisions and Clothing. Large fast steamers were
provided and fitted with capacious ice-houses, some of which would
hold 50,000 pounds of fresh beef, and contain sufficient ice (300 tons
or more) to preserve it for many weeks. In these ice-houses quarters
of fresh beef of the best quality were carefully packed. The vessels
also carried large quantities of vegetables, such as potatocs, onions,
tomatoes, turnips, etc., and even large quantities of apples were shipped
in their season. The largest of these steamers were the Connecticut,
1,800 tons, and the Rhode Island of 1,517, and at various times there
were others of less capacity employed. By these steamers mails and
passengers were sent out and brought home, and they ran almost with
the regularity of steam-packets between the blockading squadronz and
the ports of New York, Boston, and Philadelphia, communicating with
every vessel of the squadrons visited. Each of these blockading vessels
was provided with an ice-chest, in which could be preserved, for a few
days, its allotted share of fresh beef and ice. The arrival of the supply-
vessel with its stores, mail, and passengers made a very welcome break
in the monotony of blockading duty. The quantities and value of some
of the articles thus sent, during the rebellion, to the Atlantic and Gulf
squadrons, are shown in the following table:

VALUE.
IBENN IS0 56 4600.0000 6,00 50.066.00060C 3,621,811 lbs. $463,320.95
Potatoes.. . oveeeieiiiiiainiinennans 817,714 bbls. 321,175.40
ONIONEL. ofe e aere e ciuiets sl stale seroielnolone L bal 43786 L5 72,196.63
HETTSOMIh5 066 00 0B 86608 06086 8 60 60d0 1,381 « 2,668.50
13356 60 60 60 0 6.6 4816 0 0 6I 6 60GoBdE G 0 366 « 746.25
Cabbages....covreeeerernneninenns 615 « 2,132.50
(OERH0.0 5100 B0 00 56 Bo bBoapio 0 9500300 269 ¢ 447.50
SYTDEELo0 o 0860 a0k & 0 0,460 GBICE 00 GH 00 3,923 « 14,975.00
Canned Tomatoes....veuveeeinnnnns 778,010 1bs. 64,394.78
Cabbage in CuITy. .. vvvvnunenennnes 54,670 « 7,653.80
165, 50060 00080 0 00 Gb B0 0 Sa0TAECBAA0 14,853 tons. 118,448.61

$1,068,160.22
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To these regular and unremitted supplies may, in-a great measure,
be attributed the excellent health and the efficient condition of the per-
sonnel of the Navy, though stationed so long to guard an insalubrious
coast. It is safe to say that, during the four years of blockade, scurvy
was almost unknown in our squadrons. With some modifications, but
with equally beneficial results, the same system was pursued in the Mis-
sissippi squadron. The result of the exertions of the Department in
this regard was most creditable to it, and especially to Paymaster Ho-
ratio Bridge, chief of the Bureau of Provisions and Clothing, to whose
intelligent industry and practical knowledge the country is indebted for
the management of the difficult task of supplying so many ships with
food and clothing suited to their new requirements.

There was another department of the Navy, upon the skilful
management of which the success of the blockade very much
depended, and this was the Bureau of Construction and Re-
pairs. Nor was its importance confined to the blockading
squadrons, for in the rapid creation of our Navy a very large
share of the burden was necessarily laid upon the officer who
superintended the construction and repairs of the ships. The
Secretary was very fortunate in securing the advice and assist-
ance of one in this bureau who was fully equal to the discharge
of all its duties. John Lenthall was appointed to this position
in 1853, and had therefore a large experience in the duties of
his office when the war began. He has earned the reputation of
being one of the foremost naval constructors in the world, and
that man need not be anxious in regard to his fame who was
the chief of the Bureau of Construction during the creation of
the new American Navy.

If any one wishes to form an idea of the capacity requisite
for the proper performance of the duties of such an office, let
him measure, if he can, the calculations which are to be made,
the contracts to be entered into, the materials to be procured,
the responsibilities to be assumed, in the construction of a single
man-of-war, and then multiply this by the number of new ships
built during the war, and add to this his portion of the advice
and responsibility in regard to vessels purchased and the repairs
needed on more than six hundred ships. These repairs were of
course more numerous on board the merchant steamers pur-
chased and armed for the blockade service than on the vessels
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of the regular Navy, for these last were more stanchly built.
Unless, therefore, this repairing could be well and speedily
done, the blockading fleets would be so weakened as to impair
the validity of the blockade itself.

‘When, therefore, we consider that it was through the ef-
ficiency of this bureau that the Department was enabled to
accomplish what England called the great fact of the war, its
importance is more readily seen. If new ships were wanted,
Mr. Lenthall was expected to produce them in due time and in
perfect order; and into his hands were committed the war-ships
bruised and shattered in their battles with forts and earthwork
batteries ; and the weaker blockaders, which had been too se-
verely handled by the storms on the coast, were expected to
come forth bearing few or no traces of their injuries. The
excellent condition of our ships was of course largely due to the
Bureau of Construction and Repairs.

Scarcely less important, as parts of the system by which the
blockade was maintained, and the war in general conducted,
were the other bureaus of the Department. In July, 1862, a law
was passed reorganizing the several bureaus, and three new ones
were created, the Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting, of Steam
Engineering, and of Navigation. Previous to this act, these du-
ties had been divided among the bureaus previously existing.
Rear-Admiral Foote was appointed chief of the new Bureau of
Equipment and Recruiting on July 22, 1862. He held the
office until June 4, 1863, when Commander A. N. Smith was
appointed to succeed him. Rear-Admiral Charles H. Davis was
appointed head of the Burean of Navigation July 22, 1862, and
was succeeded by Commodore Thornton A. Jenkins, Angust 24,
1865. The chief of the Bureau of Steam Engineering was Ben-
jamin F. Isherwood, so widely known in connection with marine
engines, and the Bureau of Yards and Docks was conducted by
Rear-Admiral Joseph Smith. Mention should also be made
of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, which was presided
over by Surgeon William Whelan, until his death in 1865, and
from July 1,1865, by Surgeon Phineas J. Horwitz. Through the
system of regular communication established by the Department
with the several squadrons, this bureau was enabled not only to
discharge the usual surgical and medical duties, but it performed
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a work with the blockading vessels similar to that of the Sani-
tary Commission in the Army; and its care and labor in this
respect contributed largely to the preservation of the health of
the crews in the several duties of the blockading service.

This glance at the bureaus shows the extent and character of
the executive machinery by which the plans of the Secretary
were carried out ; and the efficiency of the Department was due,
in a great degree, to the harmony with which these subordinate
but important officers united their efforts for the common end.

The Secretary of the Navy has taken occasion, in his several
“Reports,” to make a generous and graceful acknowledgment
of his obligations to the gentlemen through whose codperation
his administration became a triumphant success. The follow-
ing is an extract from his Report of December, 1861 : “In con-
cluding this report, it gives me pleasure to acknowledge the im-
portant aid I have received, in the administration of the De-
partment, from the zealous and very efficient codperation of the
Assistant Secretary, and the clerical force of the Department
proper, and from the chiefs of the several bureaus and those
performing public duty under their immediate superintendence
and direction.”

In the Report of 1862, the Secretary used the following lan-
guage : “If what I have written shall be considered as attesting
in any degree the foresight and emergy of this Department,
then I request that a generous measure of approbation may be
awarded to those by whom I have been officially aided. I esteem
myself and the country fortunate in the selection of those who
have been associated with me in administering the duties of this
Department. In the Assistant Secretary I have ever found an
able, earnest, and efficient coadjutor. And it gives me pleasure
to acknowledge the aid which I have at all times received from
the energy, experience, and wise counsel of the several chiefs of
bureaus in my administration of naval affairs, and which have
been of the highest value to the service and the country.”

It is alike honorable to the Secretary, and those associated
with him, that he felt it both a duty and a pleasure to express
similar sentiments of regard and confidence in each succeceding
report down to the close of the war. Such were the forces by
which the blockade, the ¢ great fact” of the war, in the opinion
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of Englishmen, was established and so maintained, that its
validity could not be questioned, and English skill and capital
abandoned at length the attempt to penetrate its lines, It was
natural and proper that the Secretary should feel some degree
of pride as well as pleasure at the successful accomplishment
of this great work.

On the 10th of March, 1861, the Government had only
forty-two vessels in commission, and two hundred and seven
men in all the forts and receiving-ships on the Atlantic coast,
to man new ships and protect the navy-yards and depots. In
April, 1861, with this force partly at command, our entire coast
from the Chesapeake to the Rio Grande was declared to be under
blockade, a declaration which Europe met with a sneer.

In December, 1862, the Secretary reported 427 vessels in
commission, of which 123 had been constructed. In December,
1863, the number was 588 ; and in December, 1864, 671. Of
these, our swiftest new sloops-of-war and smaller gunboats, and
the fastest of the steamers purchased, were assigned to the
duties of the blockade. They were divided into four squad-
rons: the North Atlantic, the South Atlantic, the Eastern Gulf
Squadron, and the Western Gulf Squadron. No degree of vigi-
lance or activity was at first sufficient to prevent a considerable
trade with the rebels. It was not found practicable to close the
harbor of Charleston until our iron-clads were brought within
the bar, and, to the last, some few smugglers were able to reach
Wilmington occasionally ; but each month added to the expe-
rience of our cruisers, and, consequently, to their success.

The shallow waters of the Southern coast, and the countless
inlets and inner channels, gave great facilities for a coastwise
traffic, which was very difficult for our vessels to reach; and
yet the report of the captures made shows how completely this
trade must have been cut up. In the Secretary’s Report of
1863, the whole number of captures, up to the first of November
of that year,is stated to be 1,045, classified as follows : schooners,
547 ; steamers, 179 ; sloops, 117 ; brigs, 80 ; barks, 26 ; ships, 15;
yachts and boats, 117. A large proportion of these, of course,
were coastwise traders.

The pursuit of these small vessels excited no unusual in-
terest, and they seldom proved very valuable prizes, though the
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great number taken produced in the aggregate a large sum for
the Government and the captors. DBut the chase of one of the
English steamers was an entirely different affair. On such an
oceasion the ship was one scene of intense excitement, from the
eommanding officer to the cooks and powder-boys. Every feel-
ing which can prompt to utmost effort was fully ronsed. There
was hot indignation against England for her ungenerous and
hostile course, and an intense desire for revenge, which was not
cherished toward the rebels themselves. The hope of gain was
strongly stimulated, for it was known that these neutral traders
were all richly laden. There was national rivalry in regard to
the speed of the vessels, for these blockade-runners were the
swiftest steamers that England could produce ; and to overhaul
one of them, therefore, was a triumph for American naval
architecture and seamanship, and there was, on every trial,
deep interest felt in the range and accuracy of our new rifled
guns. To intercept and cut off one of these swift and almost
invisible steamers was one of the most difficult tasks ever under-
taken by our seamen. ,

There was national pride and ill-will with the English-
men, as well as on our part; and this, with the probability at
the first of immense profits, stimulated them to make full use
of all their resources and faculties. Nothing was left undone
which promised to increase the chances of success. Money was
lavished freely upon the vessels and their equipments, for mer-
chants and shipbuilders thought themselves certain of a rich
return until they had made some very discouraging experi-
ments. They built on the Clyde a new class of steamers de-
signed for this particular work ; and it was claimed that some
of these, on their trial-trips in the smooth water of that river,
made twenty miles per hour. However this may have been,
they certainly were the best and fastest boats that Dritish
money and workmen could construct ; and it was not believed
that one of them ecould be overtaken by any Yankee ship
afloat. The greatest possible pains were taken to enable them
to evade the blockading fleet. They were very long, low in
the water, and quite narrow, and were painted a dull, neutral
color, which rendered it very difficult to distinguish them, at a
little distance, from the water or the sky. They generally
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burned a coal that emitted no visible smoke or flame; and,
approaching the coast in the night, they endeavored to pass the
blockading squadron silently, and then, in the gray of the morning,
run in close to the shore and under shelter of the guns of a fort.

Very often, however, they were foiled in their best-laid
plans. The morning light would sometimes reveal them gliding
along shore, but so far from the protecting fort or entrance to
the harbor that a watchful blockader would head them off or
bring them within range of the rifle, and then the officers would
generally run their vessel ashore, set her on fire, and escape
in their boats. The beach in the neighborhood of Wilmington
seemed, at one time, lined with these wrecks.

Although it would be unprofitable to present, even if it
could be done, a consecutive narrative devoted exclusively to
the operations of the blockading squadrons ; yet, in justice to
the officers and men who performed this important work,
enough of detail should be given to illustrate the general
character of their labors. It must be remembered also that
vessels were constantly detached from blockade duty for other
purposes, and the story of the blockade cannot therefore be
easily separated from the general operations of the war. The
only practicable method of exhibiting the work of the blockade
will be to present the operations of each of the blockading
squadrons from year to year, and leave the reader to judge for
himself how much of all the work belongs exclusively to the
blockading service. The most interesting incidents connected
with the capture of blockade-runners will thus appear in their
appropriate places.

A separate account of the capture of each one of more than
fiftcen hundred vessels, many of them small, will not of course be
expected ; and yet those engaged in seizing them will, doubtless,
be disappointed at the omission of many things which at the time
were exceedingly interesting to them. Such must remember that
the historian is dependent almost entirely upon others for infor-
mation, and that, if he would write a truthful history and not a
romance, he must rely mainly upon official documents, adding
to this what may be obtained from reliable witnesses of the
scenes of the events described. The miscalled histories, which
are mainly compiled from the over-wrought statements written
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to create a sensation at the time, serve only to mislead, for
many of these narratives were produced under the pressure of
strong competition in furnishing startling news and readable
narratives. Every writer of history regrets that the actual
scenes cannot be reproduced, except in their main features, be-
cause no records have been preserved of the lesser incidents, so
interesting to those present, and which would be almost equally
so to others if they could only be known. Nor is it easy to ob-
tain these incidents from those who were present. There is a
proper sensitiveness felt by high-minded men in regard to vol-
unteering accounts of events in which they were prominent
actors, and this is well illustrated by a fact stated by Mr. James,
while preparing his naval history. He published ecirculars re-
questing information from the officers of the Navy in regard to
affairs in which they had participated, and he received but half
a dozen letters in reply. A certain delicacy on such matters is
doubtless commendable, and yet public men might well con-
sider that their public actions become, in an important sense,
the property of their country; and, in view of the influence
of example, it may be as important that a record should be
made of an heroic action as that the deed should be done.
Very often that record cannot be made except by the actors
themselves, and, if omitted by them, the loss can in no manner
be supplied. For the want of such records of minute things,
the truth of history has suffered, and its value has been greatly
lessened ; for the historian, weary himself of presenting a mere
skeleton of main facts, and knowing that it will equally fatigue
and perhaps disgust the reader, is tempted to fill in the outlines
of the picture with details supplied by his own fancy.

The operations of the Potomac flotilla, already deseribed in
part in the first volume, may perhaps be regarded as the begin-
ning of the blockade, inasmuch as the river communications
and trade were so important to the rebels, and because the first
pressure which they felt upon their resources was caused by the
cutting up of this internal traffic, and the supplies sent forward
by their traitorous friends at the North. To extend what might
be termed the ““énternal blockade” of the rivers and sounds,
was the object of the expeditions against the Hatteras forts and
the fortifications of the North Carolina sounds, which have been
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already described. As we had at first so few vessels which could
be used for blockade duty in the open sea, the captures for the
first few months were mainly of the small traders of the coast,
but these were very numerous. Gradually these seizures ex-
tended to ships coming from foreign ports: and, when England
was fully prepared for her grand experiment in contraband
traflic, the scene soon reached the height of its interest.

As has been stated, the work of the blockading ships often
cannot be separated from other operations. In the first volume,
the narrative of the fighting along the Atlantic coast was car-
ried down to the fall of Pulaski and Fort Clinch, and the re-
occupation of Northern Florida. In order to obtain a proper
starting-point for the history of the blockade south of the Poto-
mace, it is necessary to give some attention to the doings of the
Navy both in connection with the movements of the Army and
the blockade of James River and the adjacent waters.

Early in May, 1861, the siege of Yorktown by General
MecClellan, with the Army of the Potomac, was terminated by
the marching of the few thousand rebels who formed the gar-
rison up the peninsula; and on the 5th of May, Commander
Smith, of the steamer Wachusett, received a dispatch from
General McClellan, saying, “ Yorktown is in our possession ;
please come up and help us in communicating with Glou-
cester ;” and requesting that boats be sent up York River to
reconnoitre and seize schooners. The squadron was imme-
diately got under way and proceeded up the river, but the
supposed schooners were not found; some small craft and a
launch were the only captures made by the expedition.

As the Merrimack was not then destroyed, no important
movements could be undertaken on the James River while she
was left behind, and therefore the Monitor and other vessels
remained at Hampton Roads to watch the rebel iron-clad and
prevent her, should she 4gain venture out, from doing further
injury to our fleet, or from going out to sea. It was also pro-
posed to assail her in a different manner, should it be found
practicable. Much interest had been excited by statements in
regard to the penetrating power of bodies moving at high velo-
cities, and it was believed that a wooden vessel having great
speed might cut asunder, or at least crush, even an iron-clad.
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For this purpose the Baltimore, an unarmed steamer of light
draught and high speed, was procured and held in readiness
to run into the mailed frigate should she leave her harbor.

If we may judge from the result of a similar experiment
subsequently made in Mobile Bay, where some of our heaviest
sloops, strongly built, were badly shattered by an attempt to
run down the Tennessee, it was probably fortunate for the Bal-
timore that she had no opportunity of dashing herself against
the Merrimack. Some philosopher has said that it is conceiv-
able that a cobweb should have sufficient velocity to cut asunder
the globe; practically, however, it would be found very difli-
cult to give an egg a velocity that would send it through a four-
inch iron-plate.

On the 8th of May the Merrimack came out from Norfolk,
or Sewall Point, but as the Monitor was kept well in advance
of the other vessels, the frigate, warned by her former expe-
rience, did not venture to attack; and thus, whether seriously
injured or not, she confessed herself conquered by the Monitor,
and the broadside idea succumbed there, and probably forever,
to that of the turreted ship. This confession became very em-
phatic three days after, when the formidable iron-clad was
blown up by the rebels themselves. 'With the destruetion of the
Merrimack, the possibility of creating a rebel navy was ended.
Soon after the Merrimack was blown up, as our fleet could then
safely proceed up the James River, it was determined to make
a naval attack upon Drury’s Bluff with our iron-clads, the
Monitor, the broadside corvette Galena, and the little Nauga-
tuck, constructed by Mr. Stevens, of HHoboken. On the 15th of
May, these iron-clads, with the Aroostook and the Port Royal,
moved up the river to within eight miles of Richmond. On
this bluff was the fort afterward known as Fort Darling. There
were likewise two separate barriers across the river, formed of
piles, sailing-vessels, and steamboats. The banks were also
lined with rifle-pits that sheltered sharpshooters. The fort
itself was found to be more formidable than had been supposed ;
it was situated so high above the water that our shot could not
reach it at short range; and the attack, unsuccessful in all re-
spects, was a disastrous one for the Galena.

At 7.45 A,y the Galena anchored at somewhat less than
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one thousand yards from this fort, and opened fire with her
broadside to the battery. The Monitor passed beyond the Ga-
lena, but, finding that her guns could not be elevated so as to
bear upon the fort, dropped down and anchored near the Galena.
The wooden vessels took their positions about thirteen hundred
yards Dbelow. The attack was continued until five minutes
after 11, when, the Galena having expended her ammunition, the
signal was made to withdraw. The Galena was very roughly
handled. The three-inch iron plates which formed her armor
proved a very insufficient protection against modern artillery.
The ten-inch shot from the fort erashed through her sides, shat-
tered her timbers, and slanghtered her crew. Iler sides were
pierced thirteen times by shot and shell, and she was so com-
pletely cut up, and her worthlessness as an iron-clad so clearly
shown, that her armor was subsequently taken off, and she was,
after repairs, employed as an ordinary wooden corvette. Her
decks were a human slaughter-house. Of her small crew, thir-
teen were killed and eleven wounded.

The following is the official report of this second trial of our
iron-clads, by Commander John Rodgers, and to this is added
the report of the executive officer of the Galena, L. H. New-
man, which will show the condition of the ship after the action:

Unitep STATES STEAMER GGALENA,
Orr Ciry Point, JaMES R1vER, Moy 16, 1862,

Sir: T have the honor to report that this vessel, the Aroostook, the
Monitor, and Port Royal, with the Naugatuck, moved up the river yes-
terday, getting aground several times, but meeting no artificial impedi-
ments until we arrived at Ward’s Bluff; about eight miles from Rich-
mond, where we encountered a heavy battery and two separate barriers,
formed of piles, steamboats, and sailing vessels. The pilots both say
that they saw the Jamestown and Yorktown among the number. The
banks of the river we found lined with rifle-pits, from which sharp-
shooters annoyed the men at the guns. These would hinder all removal
of obstructions, unless driven away by a land force.

The Galena ran within almost six hundred yards of the battery, as
near the piles as it was deemed proper to go, let go her anchor, and with
a spring swung across the stream, not more than twice as wide as the
ship is long. Then, at.7.45 A. M., opened fire upon the battery.

The wooden vessels, as directed, anchored about thirteen hundred
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yards below. The Monitor anchored near, and at 9 o’clock she passed
just above the Galena, but found that her guns could not be elevated
enough to reach the battery. She then dropped a little below us, and
made her shots effective.

At 11.5 A. ». the Galena had expended nearly all her ammunition,
and I made signal to discontinue the action. We had but six Parrott
charges, and not a single filled 9-inch shell. We had thirteen killed
and eleven wounded.

The rifled 100-pounder Parrott of the Naugatuck burst, half of the
part abaft the trunnions going overboard. She is therefore dis-
abled.

The Galena and Monitor can, with a supply of ammunition, silence
the battery at Hardin’s Bluff. The result of our experiment with the
Galena I enclose. 'We demonstrated that she is not shot-proof. Balls
came through, and many men were killed with fragments of her own
iron. One fairly penetrated just above the water-line, and exploded in
the steerage. The greater part of the balls, however, at the water-line,
after breaking the iron, stuck in the wood. The port side is much in-
jured—knees, planks, and timbers started. No shot penctrated the
spar-deck, but in three places are large holes—one of them a yard long
and about eight inches wide, made by a shot which, in glaneing, com-
pletely broke through the deck, killing several men with fragments of
the deck-plating. The Galena should be repaired before sending her to
sea. I would suggest the Washington navy-yard, since so many people
there have an interest in iron-plating, and she so well shows the effect
of various shot. No gun is disabled, but we need ammunition.

On James River an army can be landed within ten miles of Rich-
mond, on either bank. We command City Point, and are ready to co-
operate with a land force in an advance upon Petersburg. In going up
James River, above this point, it will be desirable to protect the crew
from sharpshooters upon the river. They annoyed us. To command
important points, and prevent the reoccupation of old Fort Powhatan,
at Hood'’s, more vessels are needed. Some should continually pass up
and down the river to prevent the erection of new batteries.

I cannot too highly commend the cool courage of the officers and
crew. Lieutenant Newman, the executive officer, was conspicuous for
his gallant and ecffective services. Mr. Washburne, acting master, be-
haved admirably., These are selected from among the number,

The Aroostook, Port Royal, and Naugatuck, took the stations pre-
viously assigned them, and did every thing that was possible. The
Monitor could not have done better. The barrier is such that vessels
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of the ememy, even if they had any, probably cannot pass out; ours
cannot pass in.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
Joux Ropcers, Commander U. S. Navy.
Flag-Officer L. M. GoLpsBOROUGH,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Uxirep STATES STEAMER (GALENA,
Orr Ciry Point, Jaues River, May 16, 1862.

Sie: In obedience to your order of this day, I have the honor to
submit the following report of the condition of this ship’s hull :

On the port side her bulwarks, between ports Nos. 5 and 6, are
started in about an inch, and the timbers broken. Thirteen shot and
shell have perforated her side, splintering considerably. Forward of
No. 1 port the bulwarks are badly shattered. Several hanging knees
are started off from side and spar-deck beams ; many seams are opened
in the side, and the gun-deck, beneath the guns, will require caulking.

In forward room of wardroom the hanging knee is started about
two and a half inches, and the side injured. In forward part of steer-
age a shell perforated the side and started the hanging knee about two
inches. In after-room a diagonal knee is slightly started, and the air-
port stove in.  In the coal-bunkers the side is also injured.

On spat-deck several glancing shot have made indentations in the
iron plates and broken deck planks; in two instances, apertures about
eighteen inches by four inches have been made. The hammock-netting
is shattered ; the wheel is injured, one boat davit gone, and several
awning and rail stanchions. The armor is started from the stem, also
at the junction of the bars on the stem, and on the starboard quarter,

near port No. 8.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. H. Newwuan, Erecutive Oficer.
Commander Joun RopcERrs,
Commanding U. S. Naval Forces in James River.

This action was important to the country as a guide in re-
gard to the character of vessels needed to resist the fire of heavy
artillery, and prevented, no doubt, a large outlay for broadside
iron-clads that would have proven in battle as useless as the
Galena. It demonstrated that if broadside-vessels are to be
used, they must be much more heavily armored than was this
corvette. It proved, moreover, in the most satisfactory manner,
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the resisting power of the Ericsson turreted ship and the diffi-
culty of striking a vessel presenting so small a surface to an
enemy’s guns. The Monitor and the Galena fought this fort
at the same distance. The Galena was a small vessel, of less
tonnage than the Monitor, and yet this small broadside ship
was literally riddled with shot; while the Monitor was struck
only three times, once on the turret and twice on the side-
armor, by solid shot, which did her no damage, and not a
single man of her crew was injured. This result fully justified
the Navy Department in giving its chief attention to the con-
struction of Monitor vessels, while the New Ironsides frigate
was so armored as to be a formidable and most valuable ship.
The following is the report of the officer commanding the Mon-
itor in the action:

Uxitep StaTES IrON-cLAD STEAMER MONITOR,
James River, Va., May 16, 1862, }

Stk : I submit the following report of the movements of this vessel
during the action of yesterday :

Shortly after weighing anchor from our posmon near Kingsland
Creek, a sharp fire of musketry was commenced from both banks on
all the ships.

At half-past seven I discovered an extensive fortification on an ele-
vation of about two hundred feet, with several smaller batteries, all
apparently mounting guns of the heaviest calibre; at the foot of the
bluff in the river an obstruction, formed of sunken steamers and vessels,
secured with chains, and the shallow water piled across the river.

The Galena, having anchored at about one thousand yards from the
fort, and being warmly engaged, I endeavored to pass ahead of her to
take off some of the fire, but found that my guns could not be elevated
sufficiently to point at the fort. I then took position on the line with
the Galena, and maintained a deliberate fire until the close of the action,
when, in company with the other vessels, I dropped down to the an-
chorage of the morning.

The fire of the enemy was remarkably well-directed, but vainly,
toward this vessel. She was struck three times—one solid 8-inch shot
square on the turret, two solid shot on the side-armor forward of the
pilot-house. Neither caused any damage beyond bending the plates.
I am happy to report no casualties.

In conclusion, permit me to say that the action was most gallantly
fought against great odds, and with the usual effect against earthworks.
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So Jong as our vessels kept,up a rapid fire they rarely fired in return;
but the moment our fire slackened, they remanned their guns. It was
impossible to reduce such works, except with the aid of a land force.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
‘Wirriam N. Jerrers, Lieutenant commanding.
Commander Joux RopaEers, commanding James River Flotilla.

Among the many expeditions up and down the York and
James Rivers, the following are selected as illustrating the na-
ture of the daily service of the Navy in those waters:

U. 8. SteaMER SEBAGO, WHITE HOUSE, VaA., May 18, 1862.

Frac-Orricer: Yesterday morning I took the Currituck, Acting-
Master Shankland, and accompanied by a small transport steamer, the
Seth Low, having on board two companies of infantry and a company
of sharpshooters, under the command of Major Willard, two Parrott
guns from Ayres's battery, prepared to be used from the bow or the
stern of the vessel, and a detachment under Captain Ayres.

‘With this foree we pushed through the obstructions at the burnt
bridge, and ascended the Pamunkey River in pursuit of the ecnemy’s
transports. We encountered many difficulties, such as sunken vesscls,
trees felled across the river, ete., but no batteries. As we neared a place
called Bassett’s Landing, about twenty-five miles above the White House,
we saw the evidence of a conflagration in advance, and heard from the
negroes along the banks that the enemy, getting wind of our approach,
had returned on board the vessels such stores as he had landed and was
unable to take away, and fired his fleet.

About a mile from the burning vessels we met with an impenetrable
obstruction. A schooner laden with stone was sunk across the stream,
and the river had become so narrow that either end of her was wedged
by the trees.

Major Willard landed here with his force of infantry and sharp-
shooters, and marched up the left (east) bank, that the number and
class of vessels burned might be known. This must have been a severe
blow to the enemy, who had commenced landing his stores. Lvidences
of a hurried departure were manifest. Shovels, picks, and other imple-
ments with which they had been levelling the bank were strewn about. -
The number of vessels burned was (as near as their burning hulks could
be counted) seventeen, viz., one large side-wheel steamboat (the Logan),
one propeller, and fifteen schooners.

‘We were compelled to return stern foremost for several miles before
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we had room in the river to turn. Lieutenant-Commanding Somerville
Nicholson accompanied us on this expedition, the results of which I
hope will be satisfactory to you. The enemy appeared on several occa-
sions, but at a considerable distance, which, without loss of time, they
increased. We returned at nightfall, without accident.

Acting-Master Shankland handled his vessel with admirable skill,
and her rescue from many positions of embarrassment is due to his sea-
manship. To Lieutenant-Commanding 8. Nicholson, who voluntcered
his services on this occasion, and was so eminently useful in sounding
through the obstructions in advance of the vessel, special thanks are due.

The steamer Seth Low, with the commands of Major Willard and
Captain Ayres on board, was more than useful ; she was a necessity.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. Murray,
Licutenant commanding forces in York and Pamunkey Rivers.
Flag-Officer L. M. GOLDSBOROUGH,
commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

: May 381, 1862.
To the Hon. Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. :
Sir: I beg to forward these reports with regard to the very essential
service afforded by our gunboats in York River, in assisting our army
when attacked at West Point. They have but just eome to hand.
Very respectfully, L. M. Goxrpssoroueu, Flag-Oficer.

U. S. Steamer Wacnuserr, West Point, Yozk River, Moy 12, 1862.
Sir: In my communication of the 1st instant I informed you that
an attack had been made on that day on the left flank of our army, and
that our vessels shelled the enemy’s artillery, which were posted on a
hill to the left, forcing them to retire very precipitately. This is all that
we could see from the ship. I have since learned from some of the
army officers engaged in the affair that the shelling from our ships was
very destructive to the enemy, causing them to retreat so rapidly that
they left many of their killed and wounded on the field. Indeed, many
of them gave the credit of the victory or repulse to the ships; for with-
out them, they say, our forces could not have withstood the attack, but
would have been compelled to fall back on the camp.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. Smirn, commanding U. S. Steamer Wachusett.
Flag-Officer L. M. GOLDSBOROUGH,
commanding N, A. Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Va.

VOL. IL.—%
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U. S. Steamer Wacnuserr, Crry Pornt, JAMES River, May 29, 1862,

Sir: I forward, herewith, a copy of a report handed to me to-day
by Lieutenant-Commanding T. H. Stevens, of the United States steamer
Maratanza. At the time the attack referred to in the report was made
by the rebel forces on General Franklin’s division, this ship was anchored
off the lower part of the landing. The Chocura was above, near the
mouth of the Pamunkey ; the Scbago was getting under way from the
upper part of the anchorage, to accompany the Corwin up the Mat-
tapony ; and the Maratanza and Marblehead were a short distance be-
low, on their way from Queen’s Creek; the latter aground, and the
former assisting in getting her off. I made signals to the Currituck to
go to the assistance of the Marblehead, and to the Sebago and Maratanza
to take a position near this ship. The enemy were scen with field-
pieces on a hillside, firing at our troops, who were hid from our sight
by intervening woods. A few discharges of shell from the Wachusett,
Maratanza, and Sebago, silenced the enemy, and drove them hastily
from their position, saving our army, as I have understood through
army officers, from total defeat,

It seems that the gunboats rendered a much more important service
to the army than we on board were, at the time, aware of; and I only
reported that an attack had been made on General Franklin's forces by
the rebels, who were shelled by the gunboats and dispersed, as that was
all that could be seen from this ship.

Had I known at the time the valuable services rendered by the gun-
boats I would have reported it, as a knowledge of it might have been
of some advantage to us.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your ob’t serv’t,
W. Smrrn, commanding U. S. Steamer Wachusett.
Flag-Officer L. M. GoLDSBOROUGH,
commanding N. A. Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

U. S. STEAMER MARATANZA, OFF WEsST Poixt, VA, May 7, 1862,

Sir: About 11.15 this morning, hearing the sound of heavy firing
in the rear of this place, I proceeded on board the Wachusett, for the
purpose of finding means to join my command, which I had passed on
my way to report to you, and to receive your instructions. About half
past 11 o’clock General Franklin telegraphed for the assistance of the
gunboats, stating that he was attacked by a large force of the enemy,
and wanted immediate support. At this time the Maratanza was an-
chored about two and a half miles below, engaged in towing off the
Marblehead.
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Receiving your orders to go aboard the Maratanza, and bring that
vessel into action, I proceeded at once in your gig for this purpose.
Immediately upon getting on board, I weighed anchor, cleared for action,
and when abreast of and as close to the position of the enemy as we
could get, I opened fire with the 100-pounder Parrott; about which
time the Scbago also opened. The fire was kept up for about three-
quarters of an hour (this vessel remaining under way), with terrible and
telling effect upon the enemy, whose fire soon began to slacken, and they
commenced retreating. At 2.22 p. M. ceased firing and anchored.

It is the generally received opinion—so I gather from the officers
and men composing General Franklin’s command—that the accurate
and destructive fire of the gunboats was greatly instrumental in saving
the army from serious reverse and disaster. I found the use of the
army signals, on this occasion, invaluable.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. H. Stevexs, Licutenant commanding.
Commander WILLIAM SMITH,
commanding U. S. Steamer Wachusett, Sentor Officer present.

U. S. Steamer JacoB Berr, James River, June 21, 1862.

Sir : I respectfully submit the following :

Yesterday, in obedience to your orders, I proceeded with the dis-
patches up the river to the Monitor. On passing the Reed Bluff, known
as Watkins’s Bluff, I was opened upon by two field-batteries, three guns
each; of 12-pounders and 6-pounders, and about five hundred sharp-
shooters.

- The channel being very narrow, and, being obliged to go within a
few feet of the bluff, I suffered severcly. The-hail of bullets from the
sharpshooters prevented me for a time from responding, as, having no
covering for my men at the battery, I would not expose them to the
heavy fire. A shot, however, came and carried away my rudder-chain,
and my vessel got ashore iu front of the batteries. I was determined to
go by, so manned my guns, steamed on, and forced her over. The field-
batteries were so masked that T could not see them till opened upon,
though the upper battery raked me as I headed toward it, which, from
the nature of the river, I had to do; but we stood on, under their fire,
for five minutes, which I considered better, as I had no idea of retreat-
ing until my duties were performed, and as long as my vessel lasted.
As soon as I got up to the upper battery the lower battery raked me
aft, doing more damage to my upper works than the other. I think I
should not have been damaged so much had it not been for my getting
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ashore in front of them, giving them but a few feet between me and
their guns. The officers and men behaved with their accustomed cool-
ness and efficiency, and promptly responded to the order “Man the bat-
tery,” though under a heavy fire of musketry. A shot has penetrated
the flange of the port-wheel, cracking it in several places. It will not
do for me to be in any seaway, as I will lose my wheel. The starboard
side of my pilot-house was carried away, together with two iron plates ;
in fact, my upper works are completely riddled. One shot struck the
valve-stem, bending it, which sloughed us down, fortunately not stopping
the engine.

As you ordered me to return after delivering the dispatches, I passed
down again after night, but was not fired at. Ten shots in all struck
the vessel, to say nothing of the quantity of rifle-bullets in the wood-
work, . Very respecttully, your obedient servant,

E. P. McCrea, Lieutenant commanding.
Commander Joun P. G,
comimanding Naval Forces, James River, Va.

P. S.—TI am thankful to say not one on board was injured. The
battery was a flying batiery of artillery, and, as I afterward learned,
was limbered up and moved off, which accounts for my not being fired
upon coming down. E. P. McC.

- In services such as are enumerated in these letters, the ves-
sels on these rivers were constantly engaged ; and to this must
be added the constant patrol by night as well as by day, to cut
off communications and intercept the supplies of all sorts, and
the mails forwarded by Northern friends of the rebellion and by
the secret agents of the South who were scattered through all
the Northern cities. These were sent in large quantities across
the rivers, and up and down them in small boats; and to watch
and seize them required a sleepless vigilance and incessant
fatigue. If, to what has already been stated, there is here
added the work of the Potomac flotilla in the early part of
1862, it will complete the history of the cperations upon the
Atlantic coast from the Chesapeake to Florida, and from the
commencement of the war to the summer of 1862,

The Potomac flotilla service offered very little to those en-
gaged in it but severe labor, sleepless watchfulness, discomfort,
and fatigue, with little of glory or pecuniary reward ; and yet
it was, for reasons already given, by no means an unimportant
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part of the blockade and the general conduct of the war, con-
nected as it was with the only water-way to Washington, and
with the operations of the Army of the Potomac. Its battles
were on a small scale, but the exposure was often as great as in
more brilliant ones.

Early in January, 1862, a very gallant and successful at-
tack was made on the rebel battery at Cockpit Point, by the
steamers Anacostia, Lieutenant-Commanding Badger, and the
Yankee, Lieutenant-Commanding Eastman. This was done by
order of Lieutenant R. H. Wyman, then commanding the Po-
tomac flotilla. He believed that the enemy’s battery at that
point could be reached by an enfilading fire, and he therefore
directed the steamers to stand inside of Cockpit Point and make
the experiment.

In this attempt the steamers were entirely successful ; their
shells, directed with great accuracy, fell and exploded exactly
within the battery. Of course, this threw the rebels into great
confusion, and the guns on the extreme point were hastily aban-
doned. They had now but a single large gun, an 80-pounder
rifle, which could be brought to bear upon the attacking
steamers. A shot from this gun passed through the port-bow
of the Yankee and lodged in a berth in the forecastle, doing no
other damage except to wound one of the seamen slightly. A
few moments after, a shell from the Anacostia, and another from
the Yankee, exploded, almost simultaneously with the flash,
right under this gun, by which its carriage was overturned, and
the gun dismounted. The rebels were compelled to abandon
their battery. It was, however, manned again soon after, and
the dismounted rifle was moved to the north face to prevent
another attack from the same quarter.

Early in March, however, these batteries and others along
the Potomac were abandoned, and the rebels apparently gave
up all hope of seriously obstructing the river; and probably
for the last time, while the republic continues, a hostile gun
was then seen upon its banks. The following is Lieutenant
Wyman’s report of the abandonment of these batteries :

Poromac FroriLra, March 11, 1862.
Sir : Having received information on the 9th instant that the enemy
were abandoning the line of the Potomac, after making a reconnoissance,
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I dirccted the schooner Anacostia, Lieutenant-Commanding Badger, to
shell the Cockpit battery, and found it deserted. Small parties were then
landed from the Yankee and Anacostia. Our flag was raised over the
works, and the guns (which were not spiked) spiked. On the 10th, with
the assistance of a regiment from General Hooker’s division, the guns
at Cockpit were thrown over the embankment, the gun back of Evans-
port disabled, and some of the ammunition removed. Immediately on
the enemy’s discovering that we were aware of their evacuation, they
fired every thing at the Evansport batteries. Many of their magazines
were blown up ; the landing-parties saved some by removing the slow-
matches and trains of powder. The gun-carriages were fired and ren-
dered useless. The guns, some loaded for bursting, exploded as they
became heated, dismounting many ; but those which have burst appear
to me to have burst some time since. Very large quantities of shot and
shell have been found in the magazines. The enemy appear to have
been entirely deficient in means of transportation ; many tents, camp
fixtures, and clothes were left.

Their batteries are of a much more f01m1dable nature than I had
supposed, and great labor has been expended in their construction. The
country round is lined with rifle-pits, and breastworks thrown up (but no
guns mounted) on a hill, back, commanding the rear of the Shipping-
Point batteries. The guns are of the best description, mostly United
States guns; one an English riflegun. From the direction on the boxes
of ammunition, I find that the Evansport batteries were commanded by
Fredr. Chartard, formerly a commander in the United States Navy.
The steamer P‘\ge was blown up and entirely destroyed.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. Wymax, Lieutenant commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. Grorox WELLES, Secretary of the Navy.

The following letters also give some interesting statements
of the work on the Rappahannock :

U. 8. Steamer Jacos BeLr, RapPamANNOCK River, April 15, 1862,

Sir: Immediately upon the receipt of your telegram, “by order of
the President,” T proceeded at once to carry out the instructions therein
contained.

The expedition was composed of the Jacob Bell, Satellite, Island
Bell, Resolute, Reliance, and Piedmontese. The Wyandank, the vessel
I depended on so much, being “double ended ” and 9-inch guns, broke
her crank on her trip from the navy-yard, so I was compelled to leave

3
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without her. 'We entered the Rappahannock at 8.30 . »., and anchored
for the night at Carter’s Creck, about 11.20 p. M.

I was anxious to obtain a pilot from the river, so I sent on shore a
party of men, and surrounded several houses, hoping to secure one, but
failed. Fortunately, Acting-Master Street, of this vessel, knew the river
somewhat ; so with his assistance and the charts, I concluded to go up
as far as Tappahannock at least, if not to Fredericksburg.

From two brothers, named Lewis, found on St. George’s Island, I
learned the following: They left Fredericksburg two weeks ago. At
that time there were thirty thousand troops back about two or three
miles from Fredericksburg, but they were constantly moving south-
ward ; did not know how many now.

Fort Lowry was the only fort on the river; had five guns mounted.
The St. Nicholas, Virginia, and Eurcka, were in the river; no guns on
them. (I have since learned the St. Nicholas had two.) They were
drawing timber to build gunboats ; they intended to sink a stone-boat
in the channel about Fort Lowry. About four weeks ago forty Virginia
volunteers were just below Fredericksburg, doing scout picket-duty. As
many as three hundred refugees are in the woods trying to get across
the Potomac, from thence to Maryland, to escape drafting. (I would
here state that I have been applied to by several Unionists on the Vir-
ginia shore of the Potomae for protection, and allow vessels to load
their stock and bring their families away.) At midnight I moved up to
Urbana ; at daylight we attempted to land, but were met by a volley of
musketry from the enemy concealed in a rifle-pit, perforating the boat,
but injuring no one. I spared the town, notwithstanding, seeing women
and children hastening to and fro, but shelled the rifle-pits; I then
moved on to the eastern “wharf C,” but saw nothing; at meridian
passed Fort Lowry, a circular fort, mounting five guns, but have heard
they had eight or eleven, one heavy rifle-gun. On the hill, back about
five hundred yards, new wooden barracks for five thousand men had
just been finished, and in the rear of the fort, on the beach, quarters
for three thousand more. I landed three boats’ crews and destroyed
all ; found some muskets, blankets, and medicines. They evidently had
left on our approach, as the hospital beds were left in a state as just
vacated.

T went up then to Tappahannock. Ifired a gun and hoisted a white
flag, but seeing no boats for the aunthorities to come in, I went ashore
with a flag of truce mysclf I found only negroes on the beach, but
sent for the authorities; three white men came down; I told them I
would not damage their town, and to satisfy the women and aged to



104 HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY.

that effect, but that I should take possession of the town until I left, I
hoisted the American flag from the most prominent public building, the
school-house.

I learned from these gentlemen, disloyal, but not sccessionists, that
there were about thirty thousand troops at Fredericksburg, but Dr. Gor-
don said about twenty thousand, and that they were constantly moving;
one regiment was five miles this side of Fredericksburg. General Long-
street commanded the brigade at Fort Lowry. No troops within thirty
miles, save the cavalry pickets from the company at Urbana. No gun-
boats building at Fredericksburg, they believed. I heard the troops
from Fort Lowry moved away one week ago.

I could get no pilot, or I should have gone up farther. At this
point the channel is two fathoms deep, crooked, and varies, and I could
not devote the time to survey and pass up. I heard from a negro that
five schooners were sunk in the channel seven miles this side of Freder-
icksburg.

There is no obstruction of any kind in the channel so far. Off Fort
Lowry the light-ship is sunk, though her masts are visible still, a perfect
mark in daytime. Tappahannock is fifty miles from Richmond, and the
same from Fredericksburg by land ; the latter seventy-five miles by water;
troops can be landed here with perfect ease, but pilots must be had.

I laid off Tappahannock all night, hoping I might secure something
passing down ; at daylight I was rewarded by capturing a sloop from
Fredericksburg with shad, oysters, and letters containing valuable infor-
mation. . . . . Iimmediately got under way and stood down the
river. Ihad decided not to go to Fredericksburg, from the nature of the
river. My vessels could have been sunk by rocks and stones from the
banks, which are at least two hundred feet high, and I was advised not
to go by a man at Tappahannock, who said he gave me the intelligence
out of gratitude for sparing the town, as they thought I would destroy
it as I had the barracks, etc., at Fort Lowry.

The men from the captured sloop gave way in their little boat as
soon as they saw us, and landed on the starboard side of the river; they
had too good a start for us to catch them.

I captured, coming down the river, two schooners from out a creek
(Totousky Creek).

At Union Wharf I saw a lot of men ; T made a hurried landing and
captured two confederates belonging to Captain Jeffers’s company and
Hardin’s, they were to go in camp to-morrow ; they have been im-
pressed, and would stand by the Union if they dared, so they say;
being in uniform, I retained them as prisoners. At the store on the
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said wharf I took all contraband articles, salt, coffee, etc., and scuttled
the whiskey and rum ; the feeling is Union, if they could be protected.
At Heathsville there are ninety cavalry without arms or accoutrements,
and are to go in camp to-morrow at 3 ». m.; two-thirds of them are im-
pressed Unionists, and wish to be captured.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. P. McCrea, Lieutenant commanding Expedition,

Hon. GipEox WELLEs, Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Frorirra, PoToMac AND RAPPAHANNOCK, April 20, 1862.

Str: I arrived at Fredericksburg, Va., on Sunday, at 10 A. ., hav-
ing met with no resistance on the river, and no hostile act, with the
exception of a few shots fired by pickets. I found that Fredericksburg
had been surrendered to the land forees of the United States on the day
before, the rebels having destroyed the bridges, burned the two steamers
Virginia and St. Nicholas, and about forty schooners belonging to pri-
vate individuals, as also large quantities of corn and grain.

There is no obstruction on the Rappahannock River to within about
seven miles of Fredericksburg; there, several schooners loaded with
stone are sunk across the channel. On sounding, I found a channel to
admit of the passage of two of the lighter steamers, with which I went
on to the city. On a further examination of this channel, I find that
most of the vessels of the flotilla could be taken past the “bulkhead”
on high water. ‘

There are two breastworks for guns thrown up on the right bank of
the river—one at Lowry Point, the other just above the *bulkhead,”
about seven miles from the city. At present there are no guns mounted
on them.

I have given those with whom I bave communicated to understand
that they will not be molested while pursuing their peaceful vocations.
They seem to have anticipated barsh treatment, and I think that this
expedition will conduce to a better feeling on their part. Those who
have been prominent in rebellion are said to have left for Richmond. I
enclose a list of captures made, a full list of which I have transmitted
to the judge of the district in Washington. ‘ One steamer, named the
Roundout, I have retained (subjeet to the approval of the Department)
in this river. She is almost worthless, but may be made useful for gét-
ting wood, water, ete., for the flotilla,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. Wywmax, Lieutenant commanding Flotilla.
Hon. Gipeoxn WELLES, Secretary of the Navy.
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FroriuLa, PoroMAc AND RAPPARANNOCK, April 20, 1862.

Sir : The following is a list of the vessels captured by this flotilla on
the Rappahannock River and its creeks :

Steam propeller Eureka, of Georgetown. Cargo, 30 pounds cotton
warp ; 2 bags cotton; 2 sides leather; 9 ploughs; 24 shears.

Schooner Monterey, of Tappahannock. Sails, etc., complete. No
cargo.

Schooner Lookout, of Baltimore. Sails, rigging, etc., complete.
Cargo, corn for Confederate government,

Schooner Sarah Ann, of Newbern. Sails, etc., complete, Cargo,
corn. Abandoned.

Schooner Sydney Jomes, of Baltimore. Sails, furniture, etc., com-
plete. No cargo. Abandoned.

Sloop Reindeer, of Tappahannock. Sails, etc., complete. No cargo.
Abandoned.

Schooner Falchon, of Tappahannock. Sails, etc., complete. No
cargo. Abandoned.

Schooner Sea Flower. Abandoned ; secreted in a creek, and masts
cut away to prevent detection. Cargo, 4 barrels bone-dust; 5,400 pounds
copperas ; 600 pounds saltpetre ; 20 pounds indigo; 672 pounds carbon-
atesoda; 500 pounds alum; 2 small compasses; 60 pounds shoe-
thread ; 40 pounds shoe-thread colored; 176 gallons castor-oil; 8 gross
essence coffee; 4 dozen cans solidified lye; 2 large cases of assorted
dry-goods, cloths, hosiery, and notions,

Steamer Roundout, side-wheel. No cargo.

No papers were found in any of the above-mentioned vessels.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. Wymax, Licutenant commanding Flotilla.
Hon. GioEoN WELLEs, Secretary of the Navy.

FroriLra, Poromac Axp Rappamanyock, May 8, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith the reports of Lieutenant-
Commanding Badger, steamer Anacostia, and of Lieutenant-Command-
ing Magaw, steamer Freedom, of their examination of Mob Jack Bay
and the Piankatank River. I have since learned that the light-boat
taken from Windmill Point spit is anchored inside Gwinn’s Island, and
have some clew to where the lighting apparatus is. These I shall make
every effort to obtain. I have found it necessary to take and destroy all
vessels and boats of any size on the Rappahannock, as they were being
used to cross men from the peninsula, and I am convinced that there is
hardly a man with Union sentiments on the southern bank of the river.
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It is now rumored among the negroes that the enemy intend placing
batteries on the Rappahannock, and the points selected have been
pointed out by them; but as yet no step has been taken toward it.
Should they do so, I think it will be merely for the purpose of protect-
ing a crossing nearly opposite the Brisco mines, from which point a field-
battery could be brought to command entirely their position (selected
by report). The river is so narrow above Tappahannock as to render it
almost impossible for vessels to act against even a field-battery. At
present there are but a few pickets on the southern bank of the river,
and they generally keep well out of range.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. Wywmaw, Lieutenant commanding Flotilla.

Hon. Gioeox WEeLLEs, Secretary of the Navy.



CHAPTER X.

CAPTURE OF THE PRIVATEER ROYAL YACHT.—BOMBARDMENT OF
THE FORTS AT PENSACOLA.

Ix the early part of the war the rebels made many attempts
to fit out small vessels for privateers; but they inflicted very
little injury upon our commerce until they were supplied with
ships by their English friends.

In the autumn of 1861 a small schooner of this description
was prepared in the harbor of Galveston, and in the early part
of November it was evident that she was ready for sea, and was
watching an opportunity to escape. Captain Henry Eagle, of
the frigate Santee, then lying off Galveston bar, determined to
make an effort to destroy this schooner, which was named the
Royal Yacht. The expedition had also a more important pur-
pose in view, which was not accomplished. The large man-of-
war steamer General Rusk lay at that time in the harbor, un-
der the guns of Pelican Island fort. The intention was to pass
the schooner, and the Bolivar and Point forts, and then surprise
and destroy the General Rusk. DBut the boats, in going in,
grounded on the Bolivar spit, and were discovered while in that
position. Not thinking it advisable, after this accident, to
attack the large steamer, the boats returned, and on their way
boarded the schooner, and, after a desperate fight, captured and
burned her, with a loss of one man killed and eight wounded,
one of whom died soon after. The following are the short
official accounts of this gallant little action, by which our coast-
wise commerce was saved from the depredations of a dangerous
privateer:
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U. 8. FRIGATE SANTEE, OFF GALVESTON BaR, TExAs, November 12, 1861.

Sir : I respectfully inform you that on the night of the 7th instant
an expedition left this ship, composed of the first and second launches,
armed with howitzers, under command of Lieutenant James E. Jouett
and John J. Mitchell, with Mr. William Carter, gunner, and Acting-
Master’s Mate Charles W. Adams, which I am happy to inform you re-
sulted in the total destruction, by fire, of the schooncr Royal Yacht,
captured after a desperate encounter. She was a large schooner, with
accommodations for about twenty-five persons. She carried a 82-pound
gun on a circle, and was handsomely fitted up. She appeared nightly
off the entrance of the harbor, and I was apprehensive that she was
fitted out as a privateer, and was awaiting a favorable opportunity to
escape.

Thirteen prisoners were taken, three of whom are wounded. Several
of the rebels were killed. It is with deep regret that I have to add that
Henry Garcia, seaman, was killed during the action, and John L, Emer-
son, coxswain, has since died of his wounds. Lieutenant James E.
Jouett and Mr, William Carter, gunner, are wounded, but are doing
well ; their services we shall not have for some time. The following
men are wounded : Edward Conway, gunner’s mate ; George Bell, cox-
swain ; Francis Brown, scaman; Hugh McGregor, ordinary seaman ;
and Charles Hawkins, seaman. The surgeon reports that they are all
doing well. A copy of my orders and Lieutenant Jouett’s official re-
port, with my remarks upon the gallant conduct of the officers and men
engaged in the expedition, I will forward by the next steamer. Lieu-
tenant Jouett is not yet well enough to make out his report. The pris-
oners will be sent to New York by the next steamer. One of them is
the notorious villain Thomas Chubb ; and it is my opinion that they
are a desperate set of fellows. I take this opportunity to mention that
we are very short of officers, on account of so many having been trans-
ferred, two being away in the prize, two being in the schooners, and the
illness of Licutenant Jouett and Mr. Carter. I respectfully request that
Acting-Master Freeman, or some watch-officer, may be ordered to this
ship. I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Hewry Eacir, Captain.
Flag-Officer Wy, W. McKgax, command'g Gulf Blockading Squadron.

U. S. FRIGATE SANTEE, OFF GALVESTON BaRr, TExAS, November 14, 1861.
Sir : In obedience to your orders of the 7th instant, I took the first
and second launches, and, at 11.40 p. m. that day, proceeded into the
. harbor, intending, if we could pass the armed schooner guarding the
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channel, and the Bolivar and Point forts, to try to surprise and burn
the man-of-war steamer General Rusk, lying under Pelican Island
fort.

‘We succeeded in passing the schooner and two forts; but in at-
tempting to avoid the sentinels on Pelican fort, we grounded on the
Bolivar spit. At this juncture we were discovered. Deeming it im-
prudent, after this discovery, to encounter so large a vessel, and so
heavily armed and manned, I determined to abandon that portion of
the expedition. .

As had been my intention, in return we boarded, and, after a sharp
conflict, captured the armed schooner Royal Yacht. We took a few
stands of arms, thirteen prisoners, and her colors. As our pilot had
been shot down, and the schooner had received a shell between wind
and water, I did not deem it advisable to attempt to bring her out ; we
therefore burned her, after spiking her gun, a light 32-pounder. After
this we returned to the ship.

I regret to state that one man was killed, two officers and six men
wounded, one mortally, who has since died.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
Janzs E. Joverr, Lieutenant U. S. Navy.
Captain Hesry BaeLE, commanding U. S. Frigate Santee.

Soon after the capture of the forts at Hilton Ilead, it was
determined to follow up the victories already gained, by a joint
attack with Fort Pickens, on the rebel works at Pensacola. These
fortifications consisted of Forts Barrancas and McRea, and sev
eral adjoining water batteries. The vessels at that station then
were the Niagara, the largest ship in the Navy, and the Rich-
mond, one of our largest sloops of the class of the Hartford.
The bombardment, directed against the navy-yard, Fort McRea,
and the sand batteries, was continued for two days, with very
little effect so far as the ships were concerned. The shells from
Fort Pickens set fire to the town of Warrington, and it, with
the marine barracks, was entirely consumed.

The official reports of this action are subjoined, both because
they are graphic descriptions, and because they show in the fail-
ure of the attempt the difference between attacking forts and
stationary batteries at close range, as at Iatteras and Port
Royal, where the men were swept from their guns by grape
and shell, and a bombardment at a distance of two miles. It



BOMBARDMENT OF THE FORTS AT PENSACOLA. 111

shows under what circumstances a fleet may assault land bat-
teries with success :

U. S. FLaG-Sa1p N1acAra, oFF Fort Prcrexs, November 25, 1861,

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that, on the 22d instant, a
combined attack was made upon the rebels at this place, by Colonel
Brown, of Fort Pickens, and the United States ships Niagara and Rich-
mond, under my command.

By previous arrangement, the ships were to attack Fort McRea and
the adjoining water batteries; I had, therefore, lightened this ship as
much as possible, by sending down and landing the top-gallant masts,
together with all the spare spars, hoisting out all the boats, and placing
the howitzers in them in readiness for service, and, as she had but little
coal or provision on board, succeeded in reducing her draught to twenty-
one feet ten inches.

During the night of the 21st instant a position had been selected,
and a buoy placed in four fathoms water; and on the following morning
at 10 o’clock, at the firing of the first gun from the fort (the signal
agreed upon), the Niagara stood in, followed by the Richmond, and both
ships came to anchor with springs on their cables, the Niagara in four
fathoms and the Richmond in twenty feet water, Fort McRea bearing
from the Niagara about north, distance two miles. We immediately
opened fire, but finding the shells from the Niagara fell short, boats
were sent out to sound, and a buoy placed in twenty-three feet water,
near to the edge of the shoal, distant from Fort McRea about one mile
and three-quarters.

At ten minutes after 12 o’clock we weighed, stood in to the buoy,
anchored, and sprung the starboard broadside to bear. Our fire was
then resumed with marked effect; many of our shells falling directly
into the sand-battery and fort, and several apparently passing through
the wall. At 8.15 p. . the sand-battery was silenced for the day by
the cross.fire from the ships and fort. The barbette guns of McRea
were silenced almost immediately after opening fire, and the fire from
the casemate guns was gradually slackened, till at 5 p. m. it was silenced
entirely. That the injury to McRea must be very considerable is proved
by the fact that not a gun was fired from that fort during the second
day’s bombardment.

The Richmond, owing to her light draught of water, was able to
take a position closer to the northern shore than the Niagara, and so far
in the rear of both fort and battery that their guns could not be brought
to bear upon her. For several hours she escaped without a shot, but in
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the afternoon a masked batiery among the sand-hills, on the main land
back of the lagoon, opened upon her. Finding that the rebels were
getting her range, she changed her position, and shortly after, fearing
that she had been struck, and perceiving that ker shells fell considerably
short of the encmy, I signalled her to drop out of the line of fire. The
guns in this masked battery were, I think, rifled, and of very heavy
calibre, throwing shells over and considerably beyond her.

About 6 ». M. a sudden squall came up from the northward and west-
ward, the wind blowing very fresh, with heavy rain. This caused a fall
in the tide, and the ship touching the bottom we were oblighed to weigh
as quickly as possible, and stand out into deeper water for the night.
The enemy availed themselves of this opportunity to repair the sand-
battery, and mount in it several guns of heavy calibre.

At 9 A. m. on the following morning, the wind still fresh from the
northward and westward, we again got under Wéy, stood in, anchored in
four fathoms water (there being some swell), and opened fire. This
was returned briskly from the sand-battery. Finding that our shells fell
short, eeased firing, and (as the buoy which we had placed on the pre-
vious evening to mark our position had been blown adrift during the
night) sent boats to sound ; weighed and stood eloser in, anchoring in
twenty-three feet water, again opening our fire. Our shells, however,
still fell short. As it was impossible to get any closer (the ship touch-
ing the bottom oceasionally), I careened her as much as possible to ob-
tain more clevation, increased the charges, and spent more than an hour
in trying every possible expedient to make our shot reach, but without
success.

During this time the shells of the enemy were falling thick about
and passing over us, some going far beyond. I therefore deemed it my
duty to withdraw the ship, and to have retained our position would
have been to expose both her and the erew to serious injury with no
possible advantage. Our not being able to get within range was owing
to the fact that the northerly wind had lowered the water, and was di-
rectly n face of our fire.

The Richmond having expended her twenty fuses on the previous
day, and being satisfied that her guns were outranged by those of the
enemy, I deemed it best that she should not join in the attack. Two
shots struck this ship, one abaft the fore-chains, lodging between the
outer and inner planking; the other a little forward of the mizzen
chains, passing through the planking, and lodging in one of the knees,
starting both the knee and the inner planking; the injury, however, is
trifling.
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The Richmond also received two shots—one struck forward, shatter-
ing the rail and hammock nettings, the other was a shell, which glanced
under her counter and exploded in the water, some four feet below the
surface, breaking and pressing inboard several of her planks, and cansing
a serious leak.

The loss in the engagement was one man killed on board the Rich-
mond by a shot, and seven slightly wounded by the splinters. The
Niagara, though so much exposed, especially on the second day, escaped
entirely.

I would here remark that the experience gained in this affair has
convinced me that ships cannot operate effectively against forts and earth-
works, unless they can approach within a few hundred yards. Had the
ships been able to run ¢lose in to McRea, our batteries, in my opinion,
could have demolished both it and the sand-battery in a very short time.

The principal object of the bombardment, the destruction of the
navy-yard, I am sorry to say, was not accomplished ; but the shells from
Fort Pickens set fire to the town of Warrington, which is completely
destroyed, also the marine barracks, thereby depriving the enemy of
comfortable quarters.

I desire to bring to your notice the fact that neither this ship nor
the Richmond was furnished by the ordnaunce department with any
fuses longer than 15”, nor am I aware of there being any in the squad-
ron. Had it not been for a supply of 20” fuses, furnished by Colonel
Brown, the ships could not have aided in the bombardment. It is use-
less to furnish shell-guns of long range, unless fuses to correspond are
provided.

I am greatly disappointed in the range of the 11-inch guns, for with
an elevation of 16° (the most we could get after carcening the ship) we
could not obtain a range of two miles.

I ordered a survey upon the Richmond (a copy of which I herewith
transmit), and shall send her to Key West to repair the injury from the
shot, and also that received while in the Mississippi, as the anchorage
here is too much exposed, and it may be necessary to land Ler guns,

T herewith transmit a copy of notes furnished by Captain Ellison.
He reports to me favorably of the conduct of all on board his ship. On
board this ship all did their duty ; both officers and erew were in high
spirits. I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Witeiam W, McKeax,
Flag-Officer, commanding Gulf® Blockading Squadron.
IHon. GioEon WELLEs, Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

YOL, IL.—§
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U. S. Streamer RicEMOND, OFF PENSACOLA Bar, November 22, 1861.
Siz: I have the honor to present to you the following rough notes
on the action of to-day. At 9.55 A. m. Fort Pickens and batteries
opened fire upon the navy-yard, etc.; at 10 we got under way; at 10.10
beat to quarters; at 10.20 Fort McRea opened fire on the fleet, shot
falling short ; at 10.35 spoke the flag-officer ; at 10.45 let go the stream
anchor with a spring, and brought the starboard broadside to bear upon
the enemy ; at 11 a. m. fired forecastle gun and the starboard battery,
our shot falling short; at 10.30 our shot began to take effect on the
fort, the enemy’s shell falling short ; at 12.5 firing forecastle gun only,
with 20” shell and hollow shot ; at 12.25 . m. a masked battery opened
fire on us from the woods to the westward of Fort McRea; at 12.50
eased our spring cable; at 12.55 piped onc watch to dinner; at 2.40
still firing deliberately at both the battery and the fort, shot doing some
execution ; at 2.45 the buildings outside of the fort discovered to be on
fire; at 3 p. M. a shot from the masked battery struck this ship between
wind and water, between the main and mizzen chains, the leak dis-
covered in the starboard spirit-room ; at 3.20 the fire from the masked
battery quite rapid—Fort McRea silent 5 at 4.20 ». u. a shot from the
battery struck this ship by number two gun, killing the captain of the
gun and wounding seven men, breaking the swinging boom and shatter-
ing the rail and hammock nettings, ete.; at 4.30 the fire from the bat-
tery very accurate, the shells bursting near and around us; at 4.50 ». M.
the flag-officer made signal 12, 18 ; at 5 », . hove up anchor, gave the
battery our full starboard battery, and stood for the flag-ship ; at 5.05
the flag-officer made signal 222 ; at 5.10 beat retreat; at 5.15 spoke the

flag-ofticer ; at 6 p. . anchored in six and a half (6§) fathoms water.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
II. WarToN GRINNELL,
Acting-Master’s Mate and Aide to Captain.
Captain F. B. Eruisox, U. 8. Steamer Richmond.
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CHAPTER XI.
THE MAILS OF THE PETERHOFF.

Ix their attempts to aid the rebels, weaken the Union cause,
and enrich themselves, the British merchants and capitalists left
nothing untried which the conspirators could suggest or their
own wisdom devise. The topography and hydrography of our
whole coast were studied with the utmost care, and every spot
was noted which offered an opportunity of violating our block-
ade. To these watchful eyes, made keen-sighted both by self-
interest and hostility to the North, the Mexican city of Mata-
moras seemed to present an excellent base for their operations.
This town is on the right bank of the Rio Grande, and very
nearly opposite the town of Brownsville in Texas, so that any
goods landed at Matamoras, intended for the rebels, might be
considered as virtually at Brownsville, for there was not the
slightest obstacle to their being sent directly across. In such
cases of proximity of a neutral port to that of an enemy, it has
been held by both French and English authorities that such
neutral port should be considered as affected by the blockade,
and that contraband articles destined to a neuntral port thus situ-
ated may be lawfully seized.

Overlooking, perhaps, these principles, the Treasury Depart-
ment adopted the practice of granting clearances for American
vessels to Matamoras ; and thus, for any whose principles did not
prevent them, an unobstructed channel was opened for an almost
direct trade with the rebels. The English merchants were
quick to take advantage of this state of things, and a line of
four steamers was started for Matamoras, of which line the
Peterhoff was one,
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On the 25th of February, 1863, the Peterhoff was boarded,
under the belligerent right of search, off the harbor of the Island
of St. Thomas by the American war-steamer Vanderbilt. The
refusal of the captain of the Peterhoff to permit his papers to
go on board the Vanderbilt for examination, and some other
suspicious circumstances, caused the steamer to be captured, and
she was sent into New York that her case might be adjudicated
in the prize court. Previous to this, Lord Lyons, then British
minister, had succeeded in drawing from our Secretary of State
the admission that the mail-bags of any captured vessel should
be forwarded unopened to the governments to which they be-
longed, or whose seal they bore. No time was lost in having
this fact proclaimed in the English Parliament, and thus all who
desired to violate our blockade were informed Dby authority
that the government mail-bags would be thenceforth inviolate,
and, of course, a safe depository for all papers which might be
used as evidence against a vessel in case of her capture.

The Secretary of State, having made this admission to Lord
Lyons, was, of course, very anxious that the Government should
adopt the policy which he had suggested. Ile proposed to the
Secretary of the Navy that an order should be issued from his
Department directing that in all cases the captured mails should
be given up unopened, and then proceeded, apparently, upon the
assumption that such an order had been actually given, and that
the policy of the Government was settled as he desired. The
Secretary of the Navy issued no such direction, because he be-
lieved that it would be contrary both to universal practice and
every principle of international law.

When the Peterhoff’ was captured, her mails were sent for-
ward as usual with the ship, and given into the custody of the
prize commissioners. As soon as this was known, Lord Lyons
complained to the Secretary of State that the arrangement they
had made had not been carried out. The Secretary visited
Mr. Welles, and showed much surprise that his suggestions had
not been acted upon, and urged that the mails of the Peterhoff
should be surrendered. The Secretary of the Navy informed
him that he could not consent to such an innovation in national
practice, or such a surrender of our own belligerent rights ;
that in his opinion, to give up the mails of captured vessels
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withount examination, would secure the escape of every vessel,
after the practice should be established and known, and would
make of the blockade a ridiculous farce. Mr. Seward appealed
to the President, and the question occasioned Mr. Lincoln no
little perplexity. On the 21st of April, 1863, he addressed the
following letter to the two Secretaries :

Executive Maxsrow, dpril 21, 1863.
Hon. Secretaries of State and Navy :

GextLEMEN: It is now a practical question for this Government,
whether a government mail of a neutral power, found on board a vessel
captured by a belligerent power, on charge of breach of blockade, shall
be forwarded to its designated destination, without opening, or shall be
placed in custody of the prize court, to be, in the discretion of the court,
opered and searched for evidence to be used on the trial of the prize
case, I will thank each of you to furnish me—

First, a list of all cases wherein such question has been passed upon,
either by a diplomatic or a judicial decision,

Secondly, all cases wherein mails under such circumstances have
been without special discussion either forwarded unopened, or detained
and opcned in search of evidence. I wish these lists to embrace as well
the reported cases in the books generally, as the cases pertaining to the
present war in the United States.

Thirdly, a statement and brief argument of what would be the dan-
gers and evils of forwarding such mails unopened.

Fourthly, a statement and brief argument of what would be the dan-
gers and evils of detaining and opening such mails, and using the con-
tents, if pertinent, as evidence,

And lastly, any general remarks that may occur to you or either of
you. Your obedient servant, A. Lixcorx.

To this the Secretary of the Navy made the following

reply :
Navy DEPARTMENT, April 25, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu-
nication of the 21st inst., in which you direct me to furnish certain in-
formation, which is called for by yon in consequence of the application
made Dby the British minister, Lord Lyons, for the delivery, without
examination by the prize court, of the government mail found on board
the Peterhoff, a British vessel recently captured and brought into the
port of New York.
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This application had previously been made known to this Depart-
ment, and was urged upon it, not as a request, but, as I understood, a
demand founded on a communication by which a right is assumed to
have been yielded by this Government.

It is, T belicve, nowhere claimed by Lord Lyons or the parties in
interest, that by any law or usage of this or any other country, or by
any principle or practice among nations, that this examination should
not be made, but it is urged or demanded that the mail shall e given
up and the evidence essential to condemnation surrendered, by reason
of a letter from the Secretary of State, under date of October 31, 1862,
addressed to the Secretary of the Navy, suggesting instructions to our
naval officers. The proposed instructions would in my judgment have
been such a renunciation of the rights of the nation and of the captors
that the suggestions were never carried into effect.

The pretension that mail-bags found on board vessels captured at
sea should be exempt from examination by a prize court, appears to the
Department not only novel and startling, but, if admitted, pregnant with
the most serious consequences. A recognition of it would seem to be
nothing less than a surrender of all the rights of the captor government
in such courts.

The Department, after inquiry, can find no precedent for such a pre-
tension—no case in which it has been either asserted diplomatically or
affirmed judicially. The right of examining all papers, of whatsocver
nature, found on board a captured vessel, appears to have been always
exercised.

Our own earlicst statute on the subject, the Act of March 2, 1799, for
the government of the Navy, directs that

“ All papers, charter parties, bills of lading, passports, and otker
writings whatsoever, found on board any ship or ships which shall be
taken, shall be carefully preserved, and the originals sent to the courts
of justice for maritime affairs.”

So too the Act of April 23, 1800: * The commanding officer of
every ship or vessel in the Navy, who shall capture, or seize upon, any
vessel as a prize, shall carefully preserve all the papers and writings
found on board, and transmit the whole of the originals unmutilated to
the judge of the district to which such prize is ordered to proceed.”

Our Jaw on this subject is borrowed from the British law and prac-
tice. The instructions of the king to commanders of letters of marque,
issued September 29, 1798, direct them to bring and deliver to the
admiralty judge—“all such papers, passes, sea-briefs, charter-parties,
bills of lading, cockets, letters and other documents and writings as shall
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be delivered up or jfound on board any ship.”—(2 Rob., Appendix
No. VIIL)

It has never been pretended that these instructions, which except no
letters or papers whatsoever, whether contained in mail-bags or not, are
in violation of international law. And yet for what purpose are all the
letters and writings found on board, without exception, to be delivered
to the admiralty judge if not to be used as evidence in the case ?

The *standing interrogatories”” administered to all the witnesses in
every prize, British or American, direct them to state under oath:

“16th Interrogate: What papers, bills of lading, letters, or other
writings were on board the ship at the time she took her departure from
the last clearing port, before her being taken as a prize? Were any of
them burnt, torn, thrown overboard, destroyed or cancelled, or attempted
to be concealed, and when, and by whom, and who was then present?”

‘What necessity could exist for destroying or attempting to conceal
“letters or other writings,” if, by simply enclosing them in a mail-bag,
they were exempted from examination? The very reason for destroy-
ing or attempting to conceal them is, that the mail-bag is not exempt
from examination by the court. And the very reason for making it all-
important to seek and find the information concealed in letters is, that,
without such information, there would hardly in any case be sufficient
proof to condemn a vessel. So far as it respects the ordinary ship's
papers—clearance, manifests, ete.—every vessel would appear innocent.

“ No rule can be better known,” says Sir William Scott, “ than that
neutral masters are not at liberty to destroy papers; or if they do, that
they will not be permitted to explain away such a suppression by saying
“they were only private letters.” ’—(The Two Brothers, 1 Rob. 134.)

This rule, so well known, must have originated from the practice of
destroying papers, and such practice necessarily implies the practice of
searching for, seizing, and sending in for judicial examination all papers,
including ¢ private letters.”

The British practice of scizing such private letters and using them
in evidence in the prize court will appear from the case of the Romeo.
(6 Rob.) The report of the case shows that the commander of a Brit-
ish gun-brig, in the exercise of the right of search, had stopped an
American vessel, “had examined her papers, and finding a letter which
purported to disclose the real state of a transaction which had been
fraudulently concealed, had sent the paper in question to the king’s
proctor, officially, but without detaining the ship in which it was found.”
The letter was a private letter, having no relation to the vessel in which
it was found or the cargo of that vessel, but relating to another vessel.
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In the case of the Atlanta (6 Rob.), Sir William Scott refers to the
case of the Lisette “which had carried a Dutch packet in the Danish
mail-bag.” Tow could this have been known, but by examining the
Danish mail-bag ? .

In the case of the Caroline (6 Rob.), dispatches from the minister
and consul of France, in the United States, to the Government of
France, were found on board an American vessel.  As it had never been
decided and was not in this case decided, that carrying such dispatches
was ground for condemnation, it is presumed that these dispatches were
not concealed on board the Caroline, but found in the ship’s letter-bag.

The practice of our courts, so far as is known, has been in conform-
ity with that of the British. Our statute peremptorily directs that all
“papers and writings found on board” a captured vessel shall be sent
to the district judge. The Department is not aware of any exception
taken to this law until very recently ; though in the numerous captures
which have been made during the present war, mail-bags containing im-
portant correspondence must have been frequently transmitted to the
prize court. If there had been any violation of international law or
usage in this course, it is not to be doubted that we should have been
very promptly reminded of it, and in earnest terms. Yet it is not until
near the close of the second year of the war, that any thing in the
nature of a remonstrance appears, and then the remonstrance is not
against a departure from international law or usage, but against the
tenure of a surrender of an independent and established right made and
communicated to the British minister without alleged authority from
the President, and, as is believed by this Department, in direct contra-
vention of the ancient policy of this and other governments, and of the
rights and duties of captors as defined by statute.

That there may be in the discretion of the prize courts some excep-
tion to an indiseriminate examination of all letters and writings found
on hoard of a eaptured ship, may be admitted in cases where such ex-
ception does not interfere with the proper evidence; aud, no doubt,
such exeeptions have been made in practice in favor of official dispatches.
They have been regulated, however, not by strict international law, but
rather as a matter of comity between nations.

If a mail-bag on board a captured vessel is to be held sacred and
free from judicial examination, what security will there be that it does
not conceal and protect the proof which the captor requires to condemn
his prize, and which would be sufficient to condemn it? No govern-
ment could give such assurance without a previous examination of all
the private letters admitted into the bag. Few private individuals would
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be content to have their letters examined by government officials, before
being admitted into the mail, although they might be willing to run the
risk of their being examined by belligerents during war.

And if individuals are willing to run this risk, why should their
government insist on protecting them against it? ‘Why, indeed, should
the most exacting government insist that any thing more than its own
dispatches, certified as such, or claimed as such by responsible officers,
should, when known to be such, be free from scrutiny? There would
be little difficulty in framing an arrangement to this eftect.

No spch arrangement is now in existence, except, as before stated,
informally, perhaps by custom, and in conformity with the comity due
to friendly or neutral governments in reference to their admitted official
dispatches.

The instructions which were issued by this Department on the 18th
August last to commanders of vessels of the Navy, authorizing them to
use their discretion in delivering up government mails or dispatches
found on board captured vessels, to be opened and examined in their
presence, merely empowered them to exercise a comity toward neutral
or friendly governments, the exercise of which might be safely intrusted
to those who were on the spot, had the means of judging, and, being
interested in the capture, were not likely to show undue indulgence.
The only doubt entertained by me as to these instructions was, whether
they were in strict conformity with our statute and with the rights
of the captors. DBut in deference to the State Department, communi-
cating with foreign powers, it seemed possible to presume that the
Exccutive Government might have so much discretionary power in
such cases.

These instructions, however, I considered a stretch of power on the
part of this Department, and even of the Executive, and when it was
proposed shortly afterward that they should be put in the form of a
positive injunction to forward immediately to their destination all gov-
ernment raails found on ecaptured vesscly, a very little reflection sufficed
to convince me that no such order ought to be issued.

But, unfortunately, it has been taken for granted that a mere sugges-
tion made without alleged authority by the President, and by this De-
partment at once objected to, was carried into immediate execution ;
and what is more unfortunate, at least one foreign government has been
led apparently to adopt the very same erroneous conclusion.

Such presumption is wholly unauthorized and is incompatible with
the nature and organization of our Government. Under our Constitu-
tion and laws the Chief Magistrate gives, or 1s supposed to give, directly
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to the head of each of the principal Departments his orders in relation
to the business of the Departments respectively, and this most especially
in all matters of national importance.

And in matters, especially important matters, affecting the inter-
national relations of the Government, or its rights as a belligerent, even
the Chief Magistrate might hesitate to adjust questions by an executive
order, but would prefer to make them the subject of reciproecal treaty
stipulations duly considered and clearly expressed, to be submitted to
the scrutiny of the body whose concurrence is necessary.

There is nothing to justify the presumption that this Goyvernment
would, at a time like the present, surrender any of its belligerent rights
by an executive order, in pursuance of a mere suggestion, not even
reciprocal in its nature, and espeeially when such concession would
effectually deprive it of all the advantages of the right of search.

It is remarkable that, in our traditional anxiety to protect in treaty
stipulations at every point all the rights of neutrals, we have never
attempted to reserve mails, or mail-bags, or mail-matter from the scru-
tiny of a prize court. On the contrary, we have always recognized
that, by the law of prize, mail-matter may be contraband—for enemry
dispatches are mail-matter, and no prize court in the United States, or
in any other country, has ever doubted that they were contraband. In
our treaty with New Granada we stipulate for the inviolability of cor-
respondence on its land transit across the isthmus from ocean to ocean,
but we abstain from attempting to make it inviolable on the sea. In
our treaty with the Argentine Republic we stipulate, reciprocally, the
free access of mail-packets to the ports of the contracting parties, but
there is no record in the treaty excepting them or their mail-bags out
of the belligerent right and law of search and judicial examination. On
the contrary, Hautefeuille—perhaps the most eminent living publicist of
France, and known as preéminently the champion of the rights of neutrals
—in his very last publication, elicited by the affair of the Trent, does not
hesitate expressly to affirm that no mail steam-packet can, in its quality
of a regular and recognized government mail-carrier, claim immunity
from search, and much less, of course, from judicial examination. Inthe
war with Mexico we, as a mere favor, permitted the ingress of British
mail-steamers into Mexican blockaded ports. The mail-steamer Teviot
abused the indulgence by carrying in the Mexican General Paredes. We
thereupon asserted, diplomaticaliy, our right both to condemn the Teviot
and to withdraw the privilege from all the mail-packets. The British
Government made no denial of our position, and settled the matter satis-
factorily.—(Mr. Baneroft to Lord Palmerston, October 8, 1847.)
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On these grounds of judicial authority, of ancient practice, of statute
law, and of public policy embodied in treaty stipulations, it is consid-
ered to be clear and unquestionable that, in every case of capture of a
ship upon probable cause, every manuscript, or printed paper, found on
board of her is liable in law to the inspection of a prize court. Indeed,
a part of the complaint of the British Government in the case of the
Trent was that the vessel was not brought in for adjudication in order to
enable the court to determine whether or not she be good prize. It
cannot be otherwise—for being so captured the ship is presumed to be
in delicto—to be pro hac vice adhering to the enemy—by some form of
violation of the belligerent right of the captor government; and this
predicament of the ship necessarily opens to the tribunal all the proofs
of guilt which the ship contains.

Dut all this, though coneclusive, is not the most important point in-
volved in this inquiry. That point isno¢ the immunity of a government
mail-bag from jnspection by a prize court, but it ¢s the far higher and
graver point of the immunity of the jurisdiction of the prize court itself
from Exccutive interference. This transcendent question has been fully
settled Dy the unanimous and unquestioned assent of all the Depart-
ments of this Government. DBy the Constitution and by the law, our
prize courts, unlike those of England and other European powers, are
not a portion, or an appendage, or a dependant of the political adminis-
tration, but are a part of the permanent organization of the judicial
power, and invested with its independence in the determination and ap-
plication of the law to all the cases of which they take cognizance. In a
whole series of treaties, beginning with the convention with France in
1800 and continuing down to our latest treaties with Spanish America,
we solemnly stipulate that the prize courts of the contracting parties
shall have exclusive cognizance and adjudication of all questions of prize,
and in case of condemnation shall render, and on demand certity, to
claimants the grounds of such condemnation.

In our proclamation opening New Orleans and other ports to vessels
from foreign ports, licensed by our consuls under authority of the Presi-
dent, we insert as a condition of the license that the vessels shall carry
no information usefcl to the enemy, and the condition of her clearance
by our own collector for her return voyage is, that he shall be satisfied
and certify that in entering the port she has complied with the require-
ments of her license. Must not the collector, then, have authority to
inspect the mail she brings? And if our collector in execution of our
municipal law has such authority, can we doubt that the prize court has
it under the broader belligerent right of search and the law of war? 1In
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our recent treaty with Great Britain respecting the slave-trade, negotiated
by the present Secretary of State, the reciprocal right of search estab-
lished by that treaty contains no exemption of mails or mail-matter
from such search. Suppose the Peterhoff had been brought in on sus-
picion under that treaty, is there a doubt that every paper on board of
her could, in the discretion of the court, be looked into in order to set-
tle the question of her guilt? We must remember that this question
of the mail on board of a captured ship is a question of evidence against
her. If the District Attorney may lawfully threaten the court that he
will abandon the case if the court looks into such evidence, by reason of
its being under an official seal, or lock, why may he not also in his dis-
cretion make the same threat to the court on the question of its inspect-
ing any other official paper—the register, or clearance, for example—
which the ship contains? But by the whole law all this is settled
otherwise. It is for the court under the law, and not for the Executive,
to determine what papers found on board the prize-ship shall be inspected
as evidence.

No muniment by a foreign government can shicld any writing what-
ever found on board a captured ship from such inspection, when deemed
necessary by the court in the due administration of justice.

In repeated cases, and without doubt or denial, the Supreme Court
of the United States, with the full sanction of the Executive, has sat in
judgment on the question, not of inspecting for evidence the govern-
ment mail-bag, but as condemning as good prize a regularly documented
vessel, or commissioned armed vessel, composing part of the navy of a
foreign friendly power. Three of these cases—that of the Cassius in the
2d of Dallas, and that of the Exchange in the 7th of Cranch, and that
of La Jeune Eugenie—are reviewed by Mr. Attorney-General Wirt in an
official opinion given by him in the year 1821. In these cases not only
the foreign minister claimed, dut the President was fully satisfied, that
the court could not condemn without infraction of the sovereign right
of a friendly power by reason of the public character and commission of
the ship. 'What happened? Did the President direct the court to re-
lease the ship, or not proceed to adjudication? Did the District
Attorney threaten to abandon the case if the court should proceed?
Quite the contrary. The President, through the Attorney-General, came
into court, and made suggestion for the consideration of the court, as a
part of the fact in the case, that the Executive was satisfied the ship was
a public ship—such suggestion—no way mandatory in its character, but
leaving open to the unswayed determination of the court all the evidence
and the whole question of prize or no prize—was the uttermost limit to
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which the Executive deemed it right to proceed. The very careful lan-
guage of Attorney-General Wirt on this point merits your special atten-
tion. It may be found in vol. i. of * Opinions of Attorneys-General,”
page 505.

In the late case of the Amistad (15 Pet. Rep., page 587), the claim
of Spain, made in virtue of its sovereign right, even when supported by
the admission of our Executive, was, to the great satisfaction of the
country, overruled by the prize court, and the Executive did not contest
the validity of its decree.—(See, for citation, with approval of these cases,
“Wheaton’s Elements,” second edition by Laurence, page 969 et seq.)

These cases are as strong as any which can possibly be imagined, to
show the absolute independence of our prize courts in the adjudication
of the most transcendent claims of foreign sovereignties, when presented
in cases of prize ; and the acknowledged immunity of these tribunals from
any species of dictation or interference by the Executive Government.

In the presence of such precedents, is it not clear that the prize
court has full right to examine the mail-bag found on board of a cap-
tured vessel, which doubtless contains conclusive evidence of her lia-
bility to condemmation ?

I observe that the terms of your letter refer only to vessels captured
for alleged violation of the blockade. I suppose this restriction to be
accidental, and that you intend the inquiry to extend to mails found on
board of vessels captured for any cause as prize of war. The case of the
Peterhoff, as I understand it, is not one of violated blockade, but a case
of contraband. '

1 obscrve also that your letter makes no reference to the question as
to which Department of the Government is the proper organ to convey
any suggestion from the President to the prize court; nor does it refer
to the question which of the heads of Department is the statutory organ
of the President to convey instructions to the District Attorneys of the
TUnited States. It is in my opinion important to the good order of
executive business, that there should be no conflict or misapprehension
as to the character of the instructions to such officers; and I therefore
beg leave to refer you to the recent act of Congress of August 2, 1861,
which, in the pressure of your cares, may have escaped your attention.
Tt places the Distriet Attorneys, in the conduct of all their official busi-
ness, under the exclusive superintendence and direction of the Attorney-
General, as the organ of the President.

The court bad, it appears, no hesitation as to its rights and duty to
examine the mails of the Peterhoff, nor had the District Attorney. The
court was proceeding to exercise its duty in conformity to law and usage
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when it was estopped by an order to the District Attorney, not emanat-
ing from or conveyed through that Department of the Government to
which he is by law attached, directing him to demand the surrender of
the mail and with it, of course, the evidence therein contained.

Now, if the mails on captured vessels are to be forwarded to their
designated destination, without inspection, and the evidence which they
contain thereby denied to the captors, should not the chief law officer
of the Government be aware of the authority for so extraordinary a
proceeding, whereby important national rights have been renounced and
the rights of eaptors surrendered? It appears to me that, if the sugges-
tions of the 81st of October, which effect so great and, in my judgment,
so calamitous a revolution in the law of search, eapture, and adjudica-
tion, are to govern our naval forces, not only the officers of the Navy,
but the District Attorneys, the Judges, and all authorities of our own
and other countries should be promptly informed of this great change
of policy by an immediate and formal publication to that effect.

In conclusion, I have no doubt that, even under the British rule, as
laid down in Earl Russell’s recent communication to Mr. Spence, the
Peterhoff was rightfully captured and is liable to condemnation for car-
rying contraband, ostensibly to Matamoras, but with contingent destina-
tion to Brownsville. T still hope that sufficient evidence yet remains in
the reach of the court to condemn this vessel and cargo, but I greatly
fear that such cvidence, even in this case, may have been irreparably lost
by the unfortunate surrender of the mail. Ilowever this may be in the
present instance, I cannot doubt that, if this case becomes a precedent,
in future all documentary cvidence to condemn any such ship will be
concealed in her mail-bag, and no papers but innocent ones will be found
outside of it. If so, condemnation of the guiltiest ship will become
almost an impossibility, while her capture may saddle her captors—who
will only have done their duty—with heavy costs and damages, and
probably the Government with heavy claims for indemnification to the
guilty party, whom its ill-ordered surrender of a clear right shall have
enabled to conceal his guilt from the judicial eye.

I most respectfully and earnestly invoke your serious and careful
consideration of the evil consequences that must follow from this calam-
itous state of things. Already Mr. Spence, the Confederate agent, has
announced that the Peterhoff, which had previously once run the block-
ade, is but one of a line of four steamers, owned by him and destined
to carry goods unquestionably contraband to Matamoras. The Peter-
hoff precedent, as it now stands, arms him with power to set at defiance
all our efforts to stop such trade, though its ultimate destination be un-
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doubtedly to Brownsville ; for, under this precedent, he will assuredly
hereafter put the proof of the guilt of his vessels into the mail-bag, and
so beyond our reach. Thus, by our own act, done as I think in dero-
gation of the unquestionable right of our prize courts, we shall furnish
to our enemies an abundant supply of the munitions of war through the
port of Matamoras. In this view I perceive with satisfaction that the
prize court has placed its surrender of the mail-bag exclusively and only
npon the request of the Government, made known through the District
Attorney. After careful consideration, I think that the court erred in
yielding to this request, so expressed. I trust, however, that it is not
yet too late for the Government to retrieve its mistake, at least in part,
by taking such action and making such declaration as will prevent the
case of the Peterhoff from becoming a precedent for the future surrender
by the court of lawful and necessary evidence.

If we go on as we have begun in the Peterhoff case, we shall find
ourselves incousiderately relinquishing an undoubted national right, not
by consent of the people or with the approval of the Government—not
by treaty with reciprocal advantages, but by voluntary renunciation of
an indispensable right in all naval captures in cases of contraband or
breach of blockade.

Besides national abunegation, a cruel wrong is done the gallant men
of our Navy, who will be liable to censure if they do not capture, and
who are to be deprived by their own Government of the evidence that
would sustain them.,

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,

Gmeoxn WEeLLES, Secretary of the Naby.
The President.

The Secretary of State, apparently feeling himself fully com-
mitted to the English Government, persisted in his efforts to
obtain the release of the captured steamer’s mails. Mr. Welles
refused to interfere, for two reasons: first, because to give up
the mails would be to surrender our undoubted rights, and es-
tablish a fatal precedent in favor of our enemies; and second,
because the mails were properly in the custody of the judiciary,
and not even the Executive could lawfully withdraw them from
that custody. At length the President was induced to approve
an order directing that the mails of the captured steamer should
not be used in the case, but should be given up. The Govern-
ment attorney who had charge of the case was not unwilling
to gratify Mr. Seward; and Judge Betts, though not actually
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bound by the order, did not think it prudent, in the state of
public affairs, to make any objection. He, however, condemned
the Peterhoft’ as a lawful prize. An appeal was taken, and
some four years after, his decision was reversed in the full court,
and perhaps for the want of the very evidence which the mails
contained. In every such question, as the official records fully
show, the Navy Department yielded nothing to foreign persua-
sion or threats, but firmly defended both our rights and our
honor.

It is equally due to the truth of history and to the Secretary
himself that a few documents should be added here, which pre-
sent some of the many perplexing questions that during the
war were constantly pressed upon the attention of the Govern-
ment, and these official records show the tone and policy of the
Department. The insolence of the subordinate British officials
was sometimes very sharply rebuked, as in the following trans-
action :

The steamer Bermuda had been captured by the blockading
squadron, and sent in for trial as usual. It is common for the
Government to take possession of a captured vessel after it has
been appraised, becoming, of course, responsible for the amount
of the appraisal, to be repaid to the owners if the vessel is not
upon trial condemned. The Navy Department, finding that
the blockade-runner could be made useful in the Navy, took
her at the appraisal, and was proceeding to fit her out, when
her majesty’s chargé d’affaires thought proper to make a formal
remonstrance. This was forwarded to the Secretary of the Navy
from the State Department, with a note from Mr. Seward, to
which the following reply was made :

Navy DepArTMENT, October 15, 1862.

Sir: I had the honor on the evening of Saturday, the 11th in-
stant, to receive your communication of the-10th instant, enclosing
the copy of an unofficial note from Mr. Stuart, her Britannic majesty’s
chargé d’affaires, expressing an apprehension that it is the intention of
the naval authorities to appropriate the steamer Bermuda, although no
judgment has as yet been pronounced upon her by the court.

This is certainly a very extraordinary communication from her

majesty’s chargé d’affaires. The custody of captured property, or the
disposition to be made of it before adjudication, is not regulated by in-
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ternational law; but that law requires that an adjudication should be
had as speedily as possible. In some cases the captors themselves
have a right to dispose of captured property before adjudication.—(2
Rob. 31.)

The court, after the eaptured property comes into its possession,
may deliver it on bond to the captors or elaimants, or if ship or other
ecargo is in a perishing condition, or liable to deterioration pending the
process, may order a sale of it by interlocutory decree. This is the -
English law, and the practice followed by our courts. There is no
doubt as to this diseretionary power of a prize court or as to the prae-
tice. The property is always supposed to be in the custody of the
court, but the practice has been from time immemorial to consider the
proceeds as representing the thing itself. Certainly the safest eustodian
of the property is the Government itself, which is ultimately responsi-
ble. The marshal, who ordinarily has the custody, is but an officer of
the Government. In the event of a decree of restitution, if the custo-
dian has been found to be unfaithful and the captors unable to idemnify
the forcign claimants, the Government must make the restitution and
indemnify the claimants. There could be no additional risk to the
claimants, but rather the contrary, if the Government should take im-
mediate possession of the captured property without waiting an order
of the prize court. All that international law requires is that the evi-
dence and all the necessary witnesses be placed in the presence of the
court.

International law is rigid against individual captors; they shall
not pillage in the slightest degree, upon pain of forfeiting their rights;
but it does not pretend to lay down rules for the custody of captured
property. It is enough that the Government of the captors is ulti-
mately responsible for any injury done by the captors.

The Bermuda was captured on the 27th of April, 1862, about fifteen
miles northeast by east from Iole in the Wall, and brought into Phila-
delphia. She has been appraised by order of the court, on application
of the prize commissioners, and the Navy Department proposes to pur-
chase her under the deeree of the court. If so, the amount of valuation
will be deposited, in conformity with law and the order of the court,
with the registrar. The whole proceeding is strietly legal and strictly
regular, and for the benefit of all having a legal interest in the captured
steamer.

There is no novelty in these proceedings. Other captured vessels
have in like manner been disposed of, and not unfrequently purchased
by the Navy Department on appraisement, not only in Philadelphia,

VOL. 1I.—9



130 ' HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY.

ander the order of Judge Cadwalader, but in New York, under Judge
Betts, and in Key West, under Judge Marvin,

DBut these are matters in which I recognize no authority for foreign
interference. The capture was lawful, and prima facie correct. It was
made under the authority of the United States in the exercise of an
undoubted belligerent right. But the capture is subject to adjudication,
and if the court shall fail to condemn, the United States must and will
respond in damages; but, until the final judgment of the court, I know
of no right for foreign interference.

I cannot forbear the expression of my surprise at the interposition
of her majesty’s representative in the behalf of a vessel captured with
such an amount of contraband of war on board intended to afford assist-
ance to rebels who are waging war upon this Government. Ier cargo
of guns, shot, shell, powder, etc., is a perfect magazine of munitions,
designed, as you and T well knew before she left the shores of England,
for those of our countrymen who are in insurrection. Taken as she
was, on the high seas, with contraband of war on board in large quanti-
ties, does her majesty’s representative appear, even unofficially, in be-
half of this vessel, whose mission was to do wrong, to violate our laws,
injure our country, and furnish insurgent rebels with the means to de-
stroy our countrymen, with whom he and his Government are profess-
edly on terms of amity and friendship ?

Assuredly, her majesty’s chargé d’affaires could not have been
aware of the character of the steamer Bermuda and her cargo, or he
would never have permitted himself to have been interested for her.
Captured as she was on the high-seas, filled with material to inflict
wrong upon a nation with which Great Britain is at peace, I confess
my astonishment at the interposition of her majesty’s chargé d’af-
faires in the action of our courts. The case of the Bermuda is so trans-
parently wrong as to admit of no doubt as to the final result in regard
to her; but, were it otherwise, the Government of the United States is
not only abundantly able to respond, but is always anxious to do right
in matters of this description. 'We may be wronged, and experience
bad faith from others, but these will never induce our courts or our
Government to, be unjust.

The opportunity is not an improper one for me to invite your atten-
tion to the conduct of the British colonial authorities in permitting her
majesty’s proclamation to be constantly disregarded, and good faith
and the laws of neutrality to be persistently violated. Vessels, as is
known to us and to the whole world, are constantly leaving certain
ports in the British West Indies, avowedly to ran our blockade and
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furnish assistance to the insurgents in the criminal assault upon our
Government. Nassau is notoriously an entre port for systematic arrange-
ments to violate our blockade, where cargoes are interchanged, contra-
band of war transshipped, and vessels are received and fitted out déspitc
the remonstrance of our consul, who has repeatedly brought these flagi-
tious proceedings to the notice of the public anthoritics, So flagrant
indeed was the case of the Orcto, that she was once or twice detained,
and after the formality of a trial, most extraordinary in its character
and results, was permitted to depart by the British courts, and, as is
well known, directly after ran the blockade at Mobile,

But the colonial authorities are not alone in fault. More recently
we have intelligence that the steamer 290, alias the Alabama, which
our consul and our minister at London warned the DBritish authorities
was being prepared to depredate upon our commerce and make war
upon our flag, but which, in spite of these remonstrances, they permitted
to escape, has got abroad, and is seizing, sinking, and burning the prop-
erty of our innocent merchants. 'Who is to be responsible for the devas-
tation made by this rebel rover, which has never yet visited the ports of
any other country but those of Great Dritain, when the Government of
that country was repeatedly admonished of her true character and pur-
pose before she left its shores?

I know of no case in history that has a parallel in the enormity of
the outrage committed, as between friendly nations, to that of this
semi-piratical vessel from England which is now plundering and destroy-
ing our commerce. From the commencement of the insurrection, the
insurgents who arc making war upon our Government and endeavor-
ing to subvert it, without a naval vessel of their own afloat or a port
free of access, have gone to England—a power that is professedly on
terms of amity with the United States—and there have experienced no
difficulty in contracting for and procuring to be built and sent forth a
cruiser, armed and laden with munitions of war, to make waste and de-
struetion with the property of our citizens, who are wholly uninformed,
and consequently wholly unprepared for such agoressive proceedings
under any guise from Great Britain. This vessel which is committing
these outrages upon peaceful commerce, it will be borne in mind, has
never visited the waters of any nation but those of Great Dritain,
has never entered the port of any country but England., In England
she was built, and from England she went forth on her lawless errand
in violation of the proclaimed law and pledged faith of the Government
of Great Britain, to commit havoc upon the commeree of a people who
enjoyed, as they supposed, peaceful relations with that country..



a

132 HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY.

On every principle of equity and right, morally and politically, the
British nation should be held responsible for the losses which our citi-
zens sustain by the depredations of this semi-piratical cruiser, which
was built on DBritish soil and went from a British port, against the re-
monstrance and protests of our minister and consul, to prey upon Amer-
ican commerce.

I do not permit myself to doubt that you have been attentive to
these facts, and have duly presented them in the proper quarter, assert-
ing our rights and our sense of the injury that our country and country-
men have received. But I have deemed it not inopportune nor improper
in me to invite your especial attention to the subject, because there is
no concealment of the fact that there are at this time vessels being
built and others purchased and fitted out with arms and munitions and
contraband of war in various places in Great Britain, notoriously to
promote aggressive war against the United States.

I am, respectfully, your obedicent servant,
GioeoN WELLES, Secretary of the Navy.
Hon. WiLLiam H. Sewarp, Secretary of State.

The sentiments and spirit of this document truly represented
the opinions and feelings of the American people.

In the autumn of 1862, England manifested a very earnest
disposition to increased activity in the suppression of the slave-
trade. She forwarded a list of the vessels which, under the
provisions of the new treaty, she was about to send to the Afri-
can coast, and a copy of the instructions given them. The
intention of the English Government appeared to be to with-
draw a portion of our blockading fleet from that service and
place them under the restricting clause of the treaty,” which
confines the object of the search to the question whether the
suspected vessel is a slaver. Of course, all vessels sent out
especially under the “treaty ” would be forbidden to search for
contraband articles, and to this extent the blockading squad-
ron would be diminished. The affair shows how exceedingly
watchful the English officials were, and how eagerly they seized
upon every circumstance which could possibly work an injury
to our cause. The Secretary replied as follows:

Navy DePARTMENT, October 9, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu-
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nications of the 17th and 26th insts., enclosing a copy of a letter from
the British chargé d’affaires, communicating the instructions which it is
intended to furnish the commanders of her Britannic majesty’s cruisers
who may be employed in carrying out the provisions of the recent
slave-trade treaty between the United States and Great Britain, as well
as lists of her majesty’s several ships employed in the African, North
American, and West Indian stations, whose commanders will be author-
ized to act under the treaty, and asking for a similar list of United
States cruisers.

I bave the honor to inform you that all of our cruisers are at present
exercising the belligerent right of search, and it would be highly detri-
mental to the service and unjust to the country to detach any of them
at the present moment from the duties on which they are engaged,
and restrict their operations by instructions under the treaty for the
present, or during the existence of hostilities. Under the unquestioned
belligerent right of search, each and all of our naval vessels will
exercise the rights which appertain to them as belligerents—will visit
and search suspected vessels, not only within the localities prescribed
by the treaty, but elsewhere; and, in the exercise of this belligerent
right, they will not hesitate to seize slavers or other piratical craft that
are abusing our flag.

To give our cruisers, now performing such general duties, instrue-
tions under the treaty, would be to limit their operations to a specific
object, while the exigencies of the country require them to perform
other necessary, legal, and legitimate duties. So far as it is practicable
on our part to use the belligerent right of search incidentally in aid of
the purposes of the treaty, we shall so use it.

The important privilege of visit and search, and in some cases of de-
tention and capture, is conceded by each of the two Governments in
this treaty, and offence cannot be taken at our waiving for a season the
exercise of the privilege conceded. This waiver will not prevent British
cruisers from searching and seizing suspected vessels claiming to be
American, while those claiming to be English will also be searched by
them. Besides this, our cruisers searching all vessels under the belli-
gerent right, will of course capture all slavers which use or abuse the
American flag, or adopt that of the rebels.

I do unot propose during the existence of hostilities to impair the
efficiency or usefulness of our eruisers as war-vessels by giving their
commanders instructions under the treaty, for the reason that any naval
offieer acting under such instructions would be restrained from the gen-
eral belligerent right of search—the instrument itself compels him to
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declare, on boarding a vessel, that ¢the only object of the search is to
ascertain whether the vessel is employed in the African slave-trade or
is fitted up for that trade”—whereas, instead of confining our officers
to that only object in the time of war, we have not a cruiser afloat
whose commander is not under imperative orders to search all mer-
chant-vessels for contraband of war. We cannot consent to abandon
the belligerent right of search and seizure in the West Indies, where
neutral obligations are disregarded and neutral flags are prostituted to
aid the insurgents; consequently, I must for the present omit to issue
instructions under the treaty which permits no commander having in-
structions under the treaty, to search a vessel in eertain localities for any
other purpose than that of detecting slavers.

‘Whenever the condition of affairs will permit us to set apart cruis-
ers for the special service required, it will give me pleasure to furnish a
list of them as requested, and to perform the duties which may devolve
upon the Department for a striet execution of the treaty.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
Gioeox WEeLLEs, Secretary of the Navy.

Hon, WiLLiax H. SEwarp, Secretary of State.

So soon as the stringency of the blockade was such that its
pressure caused some distress along the coast, great efforts were
made Dby the rebels, both through their earnest friends at the
North and those who sought profit only, with no regard to the
interests of their country, to establish a trade through special
permits obtained from such army officers as could be induced
to grant them. The following correspondence will throw much
light upon the manner in which the rebels, to the astonishment
of all not in the secret, were able to obtain so large an amount
of supplies:

Navy DeparTMENT, October 11, 1862.

Str: T have received your dispatch No. 71, enclosing copy of cor-
respondence between General Dix and yourself.

Your letter of the 8th inst., to General Dix, and the course pursued
by you in regard to traffic and the ingress and egress of vessels, are
correct and in conformity with your instructions and your duty. Until
the blockade is raised or modified, it must be strictly maintained.

That there is distress in Norfolk and the whole insurrectionary re-
gion I doubt not. The object of the blockade is to destroy their traffic
while in rebellion. The relief is in the hands of the people, who have
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only to be loyal to be relieved. The case is not one of sympathy, but
of duty. I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GmEeox WeLLEs, Secretary of the Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lek,
commanding N. A. Blockading Squadron, Old Point Comfort, Va.

Navy DeparTMENT, October 24, 1862.

Str: I have the honor to submit for your perusal a dispatch (No.
98) which I have rcceived from Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee, with
correspondence between that officer and General Dix, relative to traffic
at Norfolk, which I will thank you to return after perusal.

If it be the policy of the Government to reopen trade with Norfolk,
it should not, I think, be limited to such persons only as the officers of
the Army may designate, but be free to all. A system of army per-
mits cannot otherwise than lead to favoritism and demoralization. The
blockade ought not thus to be abused and prostituted.

General Dix makes allusion to the “ regulation of commerce,” “ rev-
enue,” ¢ custom-house clearances,” ctc., as if they were consistent with
a state of blockade, whereas the object of a blockade is to interrupt
and destroy, for the time being, commercial intercourse. So long as it
is continued, the Army will be put to some inconvenience, if it is hon-
estly and faithfully enforced. If it is not so enforced, and in good
faith, the demoralization of the Army will be likely to follow.

Until the blockade is raised, I think it not only the true policy but
the duty of the Government to enforce it. If there is any modification,
its benefits should be to all, and not restricted to a few.

From the large list of vessels furnished, and from information ob-
tained from other sources, it is questionable whether it would not be
better in every respect to open the port of Norfolk than to keep
up what I fear would be but a sham blockade for the benefit of
favorites.

From the letters and views of General Dix, so far as I can under-
stand them, it would scem that he desires the naval vessels should be
employed in restricting traflic, cxcept to such persons as he and certain
officers of the Army may permit, and those who have these permits are
to export and import, and carry on general trade. This certainly is not
blockade, but a perversion of it. My opinion is, that the blockade
should be maintained in entire good faith with all, or that the port
should be open to all. To depart from this rule will be to bring our
whole blockade into disrepute. At no point should it be made a cover
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for traffic by privileged parties, after solemn proclamation from the
Executive to the whole world that commerce is interdicted.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
Gioeox WeLLEs, Secretary of the Navy.
Hon. 8. P. Cuasg, Secretary of the Treasury.

These things show how great and how varied were the diffi-
culties which beset the Government in the midst of the war,
They prove how much more formidable a civil contest is than
a foreign war of similar proportions. A country knit together
by all national, religious, commercial, and social ties, by com-
mon language and kindred, cannot be suddenly wrenched com-
pletely apart and the two divisions made as thoroughly hostile
to each other as separate nations are when in a state of war.
The Northern States, especially, went into the conflict with very
little of animosity. Very many of our public men and officers
in the Army and Navy were connected with the Sonth by inti-
mate and pleasant relations ; many were inclined to sympathize
with the South in her defence of slavery as against the anti-
slavery movement of the North, and these sympathies could
not be instantly chilled, and all these existing relations could
not be severed at once. It is not therefore surprising that the
feelings of some of our officers should have induced them to
regard with pity the straitened circumstances of their former
friends, and swerved them a little at times from the stern per-
formance of duty to the country. The Navy Department, as is
seen by the foregoing correspondence, felt bound to enforce the
blockade, holding before the Southern people the true remedy
for their sufferings, one always within their reach—a return to
loyalty.

The trade with Matamoras, already spoken of, though ex-
ceedingly injurious to the Union cause, had nevertheless for a
time the sanction of the Government, which freely gave clear-
ances to vessels going nominally to Matamoras, but really laden
with cargoes intended for Brownsville, and therefore for the
use of the rebels. The temptation to obtain cotton in this man-
ner was not easily resisted, and the well-known injury to the
Union cause thus occasioned was readily overlooked when the
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proceeding was indirectly sanctioned or permitted by the Gov-
ernment, which, as was assumed, could not be ignorant of
the real destination of such cargoes. Before the war, it was
usual to see five or six vessels lying off the mouth of the Rio
Grande, representing the trade of Matamoras and Brownsville.
After the establishment of the blockade, it was not an uncom-
mon event that two hundred sail were there, waiting either to
discharge or receive a cargo.



CHAPTER XIIL
THE CAPTURE OF NEW ORLEANS.

History presents no parallel to the condition of affairs in
this country just previous to the beginning of hostilities while
the rebels were perfecting their plans, Under the very eye of
the Government the conspirators were making active prepara-
tions for open rebellion, and these were going forward on all
sides with no attempt at concealment, while no measures were
taken to interfere with their operations. The preparatory work
was on a scale commensurate with their large design, the cre-
ation of a great slave empire, which should ultimately include
Mexico and the West India Islands. The rebel scheme of the
war embraced four principal points: the seizure of the coast
defences ; a base at Richmond for operations against Washing-
ton and the more Northern cities ; the occupation of the great
natural fortress formed by the mountain region on the borders
of Virginia, Tennessee, North Carolina, and Georgia; and the
closing of the Mississippi. All this was nearly accomplished
before actual hostilities began. The rebel leaders were per-
mitted to choose their own methods of defence and attack, and
the time when the conflict should commence. To the last hours
before the opening of the great struggle, by the assault on Sum-
ter, Mr. Lincoln was unwilling to believe that there would be
war, and the traitors went forward unhindered with the work
of preparation. When the South struck the first blow, she
deemed herself ready at all points. It must be conceded that
the rebel lines of defence were arranged with great military
skill, and one of the most important and formidable features in
the plan was the effectual closing of the Mississippi. From
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Cairo to the “Passes” the great commercial artery of the con-
tinent was so effectually séaled that it felt no longer a single
throb from the pulses of Northern traffic.

Nothing from above could go below Cairo, or, at most, Co-
lumnbus; and no vessel from the ocean could pass Forts Jackson
and Philip. The great West was excluded. from all the lower
river markets, and from the Gulf; while, from the great river
and all its noble tributaries below the Ohio, the rebels drew un-
limited supplies. The vast and fertile regions west of the Mis-
sissippi, and especially Texas, were remote from the theatre
of the war, and therefore untouched by its ravages; and the
cultivation of the soil, in extensive tracts, went forward as if no
conflict was going on in the land. Texas supplied the rebel
army with immense quantities of beef, while large amounts of
the cotton and other staples of these regions reached the markets
of Kurope in spite of the blockade, at least during the earlier
part of the war.

The control, therefore, of the Mississippi was absolutely es-
sential to the rebel government, while it was also of vital neces-
sity, in the plan for the restoration of the Union, that the North
should regain possession of this great central continental stream.
The conspirators had left nothing undone that it was possible
for them to perform. From the forts below New Orleans to
Cairo, there was scarcely an available point on either shore
where they had not planted a fort or a battery. Many of
these, as the event proved, were exceedingly formidable de-
fences, in the construction of which natural advantages and
military science had been most skilfully combined. To open
the Mississippi, to restore and maintain upon it, from the Ohio
to the sea, free and safe navigation, was certainly among the
most difficult and dangerous military enterprises of the war—
perhaps it may be safely said, of modern times.

The first plan of the Government was to sweep away the
barriers from the great river by land forces descending.from
above, from the mouth of the Ohio, without the cotperation of
the Navy. The design was merely to employ some transports
as a part of an army expedition. This has been partly ex-
plained in the previous volume. The Mississippi flotilla, as it
was called, was not at first under the direction of the Navy De-
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partment, but was entirely controlled by the Secretary of War,
who, as heretofore stated, received the proposition to employ
gunboats on the Western waters with apparent indifference ;
and it was not till the progress of events had shown that an
iron-clad fleet was absolutely necessary in the reduction of the
river forts, that the flotilla was turned over to the Navy De-
partment, and became a part of the Navy of the United States.
While the War Department placed its chief dependence for
opening the river upon the movement from above, the Navy
Department, while earnestly codperating with this, believed
that the work would not be quickly or effectually done, unless
New Orleans and the forts below could be captured by an as-
sault from the sea. The Secretary therefore turned his attention
to the fitting out of a squadron for an attack upon New Orleans.
In military circles little confidence was felt in the success of
such an undertaking. The nature of the rebel defences was
understood, so far at least as their principal features were con-
cerned ; and their works were believed by many, perhaps most,
to be impregnable to any mnaval assault. The feeling of the
French officer, mentioned in the first volume, who condemmned
Farragut for capturing forts which, according to all military
reasoning and rule could not be taken, was shared in by others.
McClellan showed so much indifference in regard to the enter-
prise, that it became necessary to appeal to the President him-
self before even a promise could be obtained of a codperating
land force. It was thought that at least fifteen thousand men
would be needed for the purpose, but McClellan seemed un-
willing to spare them from the army around Washington ; and,
while admitting that it would be well to make the experiment,
failed to give it any earnest support.

The attention of the Navy Department was turned to this
subject soon after the capture of the forts at Hilton Ilead, and
some preliminary preparations were made for the movement.
Two causes favored somewhat the design. The rebels felt al-
most entire confidence in their defences below the city ; and the
Government succeeded in directing public attention to other
points as the objects of the next attack.

It was, however, midwinter before any definite arrangement
was made with the War Department for the needed land force,
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and it was proposed that all should be ready by the 22d of Feb-
ruary. General Butler was at that time engaged in raising
troops in Massachusetts, and had under his command about six
thousand men. These raw recruits McClellan proposed to send
forward to aid the Navy in the capture of New Orleans. This
arrangement was made, as has been stated, without the knowl-
edge of the Seccretary of War. About this time Mr. Stanton
was placed in the War Office ; and the plan having been made
known to him, he cordially approved ot it, and agreed to fur-
nish the necessary troops. Some Western regiments were soon
after added to those under General Butler, and Ship Island was
selected as the common rendezvous for the land forces. On the
20th of Janmary, 1862, the following letter was addressed by
the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer D. G. Farragut :

Navy DepARTMENT, January 20, 1862.

Sir: When the Iartford is in all respects ready for sea, you will
proceed to the Gulf of Mexico with all practicable dispateh, and commu-
nicate with Flag-officer W. W. McKean, who is directed by the enclosed
dispatch to transfer to you the command of the Western Gulf block-
ading squadron. . . . . . There will be attached to your squad-
ron a fleet of bomb-vessels, and armed stcamers enough to manage
them, all under command of Commander D. D. Porter, who will be di-
rected to report to you. As fast as these vessels are got ready they will
be sent to Key West to await the arrival of all, and the commanding
officers, who will be permitted to organize and practise with them at
that port.

When these formidable mortars arrive, and you are completely
ready, you will collect such vessels as can be spared from the block-
ade and proceed up the Mississippi River, and reduce the defences
which guard the approaches to New Orleans, when you will appear off
that city and take possession of it under the guns of your squadron,
and hoist the American flag thereon, keeping possession until troops can -
be sent to you. If the Mississippi expedition from Cairo shall not have
descended the river, you will take advantage of the panic to push a
strong force up the river to take all their defences in the rear. As
you have expressed yourself satisfied with the force giveu to you, and
as many more powerful vessels will be added before you can com-
mence operations, the Department and the country will require of you
success. . . . . There are other operations, of minor importance,
which will commend themselves to your judgment and skill, but which
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must not be allowed to interfere with the great object in view—the cer-
tain eapture of the city of New Orleans.

Destroy the armed barriers which these deluded people have raised
up against the power of the United States Government, and shoot down
those who war against the Union ; but cultivate with eordiality the first
returning reason, which is sure to follow your suecess.

Respectfully, cte., GipEoNx WELLES.
Flag-Officer D. G. FarrAGurT,
appointed to command Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

On the 10th of February the flag-officer was again con-
fidentially addressed as follows :

Navy DepArT™MENT, February 10, 1862,

Sie: I enclose to you herewith sketches from the United States
Engineer Bureau relative to the works on the Mississippi River; also a
memorandum prepared by General Barnard, United States Army, who
constructed Fort St. Philip. The most important operation of the war
is eonfided to yourself and your brave associates, and every light possi-
ble to obtain should be carefully considered before putting into operation
the plan which your judgment dictates.

It is reported that nineteen feet of water ean be carried over the bar.
If this be true, the frigate Mississippi can be got over without much dif-
ficulty ; the Colorado draws about twenty-two feet; she lightens one
inch to twenty-four tons ; her keel is about two feet deep. The frigate
Wabash, when in New York, in 1858, drew, without her spar-deck
guns, stores, water-casks, tanks, and eoal (excepting thirty tons), aft,
twenty feet eight inches; forward, sixteen feet; or, on an even keel,
eighteen feet four inches. This would indicate a very easy passage for
this noble vessel ; and if it be possible to get these two steamers over, and
perhaps a sailing vessel also, you will take care to use every exertion to ac-
complish it. The powerful tugs in the bomb flotilla will afford the neces-
sary pulling power. The tops of these large steamers are from thirty to
fifty feet above the fort, and command the parapets and interior com-
pletely with howitzers and musketry. The Wachusett, at Boston; the
Oreida, Richmond, Varuna, and Dakota, at New York ; and the Iroquois,
from the West Indies, are ordered to report to you with all practicable
dispatch, and every gunboat which can be got ready in time will have
the same orders. All of the bomb-vessels have sailed, and the steamers
to accompany them are being prepared with great dispatch. It is be-
lieved the last will be off by the 16th instant.
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Eighteen thousand men are being sent to the Gulf to cooperate in
the movements which will give to the arms of the United States full
possession of the ports within the limits of your command. You will,
however, carry out your instructions with regard to the Mississippi and
Mobile without any delay beyond that imposed upon you by your own
careful preparation. A division from Ship Island will probably be ready
to occupy the forts that will fall into your hands. The Department
relies upon your skill to give direction to the powerful force placed at
your disposal, and upon your personal character to infuse a hearty co-
operation amongst your officers, free from unworthy jealousies. If suc-
cessful, you open the way to the sea for the great West, never again to
be closed. The rebellion will be riven in the centre, and the flag to
which you have been so faithful will recover its supremacy in every
State. Very respectfully, ete., GipEox WELLES.
Flag-Officer D. G. Farracur, U. S. V.,

commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron, Ship Island,

The readers of this history will of course desire to know
something of the life and previous services of the man who, so
soon after this, won for himself a foremost name among the
naval heroes of his age.*

* The Farragut family is said to have been of Spanish extraction, and the branch
of it from which the admiral descended was settled in the Island of Minorea, and
there his father was born. Ile came to America during our Revolutionary War, and
like many other noble foreigners, sympathizing with the cause of liberty, he joined
our army, and for his meritorious services was, during the war, promoted to the
rank of major. After the close of the war, having married a lady of North Carolina,
he went to East Tennessee and established himself in the vicinity of Knoxville.
There, in 1801, was born Davip Grascor Farracur, the future hero of New Orleans.

If, after the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, the far-seeing statesmen of Europe had
been asked to select the one who would be the next chief figure in history, no one
would have pointed to the youth Washington, the boy-surveyor on the banks of the
Shenandoah ; and if, after the War of the Revolution was over, men had been asked,
“ Whose name sixty years hence will stand foremost among our naval heroes ?”’ no
one would have selected the blue-eyed little son of a foreigner, playing by that hum-
ble home in the forests of Tennessee. In cach case, the minds of men would have
turned to distinguished leaders or families then on the. stage. Men are slow to
believe in the power of the apparently weak things of the world.

David’s father and Captain Porter, who afterward commanded the Essex, were
intimate friends, and, through Porter’s influence and kindness, the boy was appointed
a midshipman when only nine years old. When war with England was declared,
Captain Porter took command of the now famous Essex frigate, and young Farragut,
then eleven years old, was taken with him. Doubtless the bold, determined char-
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Such was the man who was selected, in the providence of
God, to decide one of the grandest issues of the war. His was
the perilous task, and his also the glory, of striking the main
blow which gave back the Mississippi and its great commercial
city to the Union, and severed the traitor confederacy from the

acter of this commander had great influence in moulding that of the boy-midship-
man, for Porter was daring almost to the verge of recklessness, and his assertion
of the rights and his defence of the honor of his country were so enthusiastic as to
kindle in others the heroic fire which burned in his own heart.

The patriotism of the officers of the Navy was intense, and such was the indig-
nation against England, caused by her insulting and continual outrages upon our
merchant-vessels, that the feeling on board our ships was, *“We will conquer or
die!”. The fearless yet gentlemanly manner in which Captain Porter met the brutal,
insolent challenge of Sir James Yeo, commanding the English frigate Southampton,
of course helped to give a high tone to the young midshipman’s mind, and to cower
before an enemy or yield to an obstacle formed no part of his training.

He was with Porter in the Essex when he captured the Alert, and great was the
enthusiasm of the young officer, and boundless his confidence in the skill and eourage
of an American crew, when he saw a British ship which bore down on the Essex,
with three exultant cheers, as if sure of victory, sent to the bottom in less than ten
minutes, and before the guns of the Essex were warm. Amid such scenes, and
inspired by such a commander, an ardent boy would be educated to believe defeat
impossible for an American ship.

He was soon after taught another lesson in bold adventure. Commodore Bain-
bridge having gone out from Boston with the Constitution and Hornet, Captain Porter
was ordered to join him with the Essex; but having failed to meet with Bainbridge
at any of the places which had been designated, Porter determined to plan a cruise
for himself. He conceived, and at once put in execution, the bold design of doubling
Cape Horn, and passing around into the Pacific, in the hope of winning fame or for-
tune, perhaps both, on that distant field where no one would cxpect an American
cruiser, because there was no port from which we could safely obtain supplies, as
England then dictated law to please herself for every weak neutral power. As mon-
arch of the seas, she assumed to be supreme law-giver for the ocean.

Captain Porter made some unimportant captures, and then visited the Marquesas
for the purpose of refitting his vessel. Here the adventurous, dashing spirit of the
man was exhibited in a novel manner for a naval officer. The natives, at first
peaceable, fearing the power of a war-ship, became familiar with her presence in
time, and, as their fears wore away, their desire for plunder and the usual savage thirst
for blood grew too strong to be repressed, and they formed a design to capture the
ship and murder the crew. Porter adopted an unexpected but very decisive meas-
ure. Placing his ship in a position where she could not easily be attacked with any
hope of success, he landed the most of his crew and marched inland, driving the
astonished savages before him, till he reached their villages, and then, while they
took refuge in a rude fortification, he burned their dwellings, and having thoroughly
frightened them, he returned to his ship. Farragut said he was not allowed to go
with the expedition because his legs were too short for marching.
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main sources of its life. It was his fortune also, on this as on a
subsequent occasion, toshow, by what has been well termed his
“sublime audacity,” how a fleet of wooden steamers may pass
at close range, without fatal injury, the guns of a formidable
fort. Assisted as he was by the well-directed shells from Por-

1t is quite clear that the school in which the youth was growing up was one in
which, if there was any heroic element in him, he would be educated for bold ex-
ploits. Knowing how much he owed to the kindness of his commander, and admir- .
ing, as every brave spirit naturally would, the distinguishing traits of his character,
and sharing with him the glory of success so far as a boy could, Captain Porter
exerted upon him a power which shaped him into the image of himself.

The Essex was soon after blockaded in the neutral harbor of Valparaiso by an
English frigate, superior to her in size and metal, and a sloop-of-war, which was
nearly the equal in force of the American frigate. The two were almost double her
strength. For several weeks Porter endeavored to get an opporturity of fighting
the frigate singly, but in vain. The English commander was unwilling to risk his
ghip or reputation in such a battle. After a brief experience, the British officers were
not anxious to meet a Yankee vessel on equal terms. Captain Porter could not
long endure such a restraint upon his movements, and he resolved to run this block-
ade or fight his way through.

In an attempt to leave the harbor, the Essex was struck by a squall, in which
her maintopmast was carried away, and the frigate was so crippled that she could
neither procced to sea nor return to her former anchorage. In this unfortunate con-
dition Porter ran back within a mile and a half of the castle, far within the limits of
neutral water, and anchored his' vessel there, where, by the rules of international
law, disputed by none, and respected by all but England, he should have been safe
from attack. But Captain Hillyar bore down upon a disabled foe, with a force
nearly double that of the American frigate when in her best condition, and, tramp-
ling upon all law and all right, opened upon her the broadsides of both his vessels.
It was one of those many outrages which England has committed on every sea,
which are foul blots on her national name—wrongs which she must in some manner
atone for, not because man is revengeful, but because God is just.

Exactly parallel to this attack upon a brave man when unable to defend himself,
and when a true man would have scorned to strike a blow, was the conduct of Eng-
land toward us in the late rebellion. Just when our ship of state was crippled for
the moment by the sudden fierce cyclone of eivil war, and our strength was tasked
to the utmost to save her from going down, Britain seized that hour of sharp dis-
tress, to inflict an injury which she expeccted and intended to be fatal. When Eng-
land repents of these things and brings forth fruits meet for repentance, let her be
forgiven; till then, let the past be ¢freshly remembered,” not fer purposes of retali-
ation, but as an admonition for the futurc. If we would be safe hereafter, we must
hold a power at command that France and England combined will not dare provoke.

A particular description of the world-renowned fight between the Essex and her
two antagonists would be out of place in the sketch of the life of one who at the
time was only a boy of about eleven years old, though he performed the part of a
very noble boy.

vor. 1.—10.
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ter’s mortar fleet, it was still a most noble exhibition of what
courage and daring can accomplish.

As life is not a bundle of accidents or events bearing no re-
lation to cach other, but a regular development, in which each
scene grows naturally out from the preceding onme, so that the
man, though retaining throughout the original character which
cach individual receives from his Creator, is so moulded by cir-
cumstances as to bear at maturity the stamp which was put
upon the child, who shall say how much of the iron will, the
calm but resistless enthusiasm, the courage on which battle’s
most terrible shape made no impression, how much of the heroic
man was the inevitable unfolding of the germ which God cre-
ated, and what was due to the discipline of events ?

It i3 doubtless true that education bestows upon no man ca-
pacity or attribute of any kind ; it stretches no man beyond the
original measure which God has bestowed at first, so that a
man small by nature is never made a great man by education;
but the amount and direction of the development of original
powers is determined mainly by culture. The man Farragut,
therefore, who pushed his ships through solid sheets of flame
and shot and shell, was but the boy Farragut unfolded, ma-
tured, and shaped by the stern and romantic training of events.
The boy-midshipman, who trod with Porter the deck of the
Essex during that most desperate fight, who could do his duty
firmly amid such a scene, was being shaped even then into the
man who could pass the New Orleans forts and conquer at
Mobile. So, also, those wild adventures with Porter in the
West Indies, their perilous exploits among the pirates, educated
him to deeds of daring, and to expect that nothing would prove
impossible to dash and courage. Ile once said to a company,
of which the writer was one, “I would as soon have a paper
ghip as an iron-clad ; only give me men to fight her.” That
expression was the key to his character, and the explanation of
his success.

Admiral (then Captain) Farragut, after having been detained
some time at Key West, reached Ship Island on the 20th of
February, 1862, and at once commenced his preparations for
the proposed attack. The first difficulty was, to get the large
vessels over the bar at the head of the passes of the Mississinpi.
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This is the point where the river separates into several branches
in its passage to the sea, and in each of these, as a matter of
course, a bar is formed at or near the point of division. These
channels are called “Passes,” the deepest of which then were
the ““ Southwest Pass” and “Pass a 'Outre.” It was known
that before the war there was sufficient water on the bar for the
passage even of such a frigate as the Colorado or the Wabash ;
and it was intended, as stated in the Secretary’s letter, to take
both these noble vessels up to the forts. DBut, after the begin-
ning of the war, and the establishment of the blockade, the
water grew shoaler on the bar, because the channel was no
longer kept open by the daily passage of large vessels, and the
officers of the expedition were much disappointed in not finding
the depth of water reported by the coast survey and pilots who
were familiar with the passes. It was thought to be very im-
portant to get the large frigates Colorado and Wabash up to the
forts, for the reason that their tops would be about fifty feet
above the forts, and from them the whole interior of the works
could be swept by howitzers and musketry. As there was only
fifteen feet of water on the bar, it was found impossible to get
the Colorado over, and the attempt was abandoned. The ad-
miral had therefore at command the following force with which
to attack the forts: The Hartford (flag-ship), Commander Wain-
wright ; Brooklyn, Captain Craven; Richmond, Commander
Alden ; Pensacola, Captain Morris; Mississippi, Commander
Melancton Smith; Scioto, Lieutenant-Commanding Donald-
son; Iroquois, Commander De Camp ; Kennebee, Lieutenant-
Commanding Russell ; Pinola, Lieutenant-Commanding Crosby;
Itasca, Lientenant-Commanding Caswell ; Winona, Lieutenant-
Commanding Nichols ; Cayuga, Lieutenant-Commanding Har-
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