,I ,I
R

1 ST IraTed) faeeie

i

A W,%ﬁwwﬁwéﬂﬂéﬁﬁaﬁwﬁwm
qY 4/ 3T 1, STFTAX 2020 * Year 4/ No. 1, October 2020




- X IRI

@g :u[m :;} e H?M\fl ﬂ?{t’»{"ﬂ?‘:ﬁ‘

Cawed J550mdh Wit ARl
N SEn=tR - ey S
- eI W AR
VR AV FT A q,
»Y??\“\pﬁ?\‘( ol sy
»&?\E\"\-W WY }ﬁ)!

VTR Ao e O
X T m‘ﬂ}\“‘i"
AT R AR 3 g X
ST Sy
&&‘amfmﬁnér;&
YK 9T Py

(R¥ Yo WM Sl 78RS 31 9ol SR ¥)
I8 9O WA YOG A1 U9 S HERIS B 9gd 0T A7 | 9 U 30 N H URHRAR Pl Al hEby gl brdl o |

)

4 39 37 H Ufey A
qord Jree firsyg
CEIN] CEICCN
U YOI UH il HERISl & v H RICS
e AT S @ {8 Srefdn el & forg
3 : TRH S U9 S AR
\ o Y

2 O AR, JfaCEr 2020



X IRI

a9 9eTS

qurs

o= Il Dl oS-

s ) | QI ) N ) | NP

SRR N

*

VL | ok e | Sy ot

D) Ll

L o 4 oot i, Sl A o P LA D

OIS Sft S giefe e’ € 98 gof | WIRi 217
! Sl FERTS, el Godi RGN, 2-4-1958, Faa Uy, J& 297

3

I AIfed, TaCaR 2020



WRE goria 39 Sff 7R @ fava |

I e

Bowing before Swami Ji
Param Pujniya Swami Ji Maharaj on Param Pujniya Prem Ji Maharaj

He is a good-looking, well-dressed young man.
He is very sacrificing, humble and spiritually
accomplished. The Voice of God descends on
him. When he prays for someone, he is divinely
guided and inspired.

(Ramayani Satsang Haridwar, 1956, Pravachan Piyush,
p.427)

If Prem Nath Sethi Ji prays for someone, it is
fulfilled. If it is inappropriate, a voice tells him
not this, pray for something else. A sadhak’s
heart should be pure and chaste.

(Sadhana Satsang Haridwar, 2.4.1958, Pravachan
Piyush, p. 311)

Prem Nath Ji's prayers are fulfilled. If it is
inappropriate, a voice tells him so. There was
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a minister who suffered from heart disease. He
was very stubborn. Prem Ji thought it would
be better for him to stay alive. He was a leader
after all. He wanted that he should live on and
subsequently become less obstinate. Prem lJi
prayed for the minister but a voice told him not
this, pray for something else.

(Sadhana Satsang Haridwar, 2.4.1958, Pravachan

Piyush, p. 297)

Shri Prem Ji suggested that Shri Maharaj Ji (Shri
Swami Ji) had frequently been lying on his left
side. Possibly by turning him on his left side he
will get relief. No sooner was he made to lie on
his left side than he placed his right hand on Prem
Ji’'s shoulder and tried to pull him very closest.
(Pravachan Piyush, introduction, p. 11)

This has been written about Swami Ji final moments
before his Nirvaan on 13th November, 1960. ®
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Excerpts from Letters

The three words that, in many ways, encapsulate
the essence of Pujniya Prem Ji Maharaj’s public
life are humility, love and service.

Service for Him was a way of life. It was many
layered. Pujniya Maharaj Ji started serving at
a young age when he served his mother. He
massaged her feet while studying in school so
his school books were always full of oil marks.
He was known for his eagerness to serve within
the locality where he grew up. As he grew older,
he served holy persons who he came in contact
with. As he was due to take the last flight out
to India in 1947, he served, almost missing
the flight. He served Pujniya Swami Ji with
total devotion. Refusing to take a seat outside
his room, he stood in service. Such examples
abound.

As mere disciples,it is almost impossible to
understand His ways of service. He served all
those who came in his contact, irrespective
of who they were, irrespective of whether
they were His disciples. Seeing all humans as
manifestations of Shree Ram, He served in varied
ways. Without speaking, he served.

He served by alleviating their troubles whatever
they may have been. Sometimes it meant
financial support, sometimes it meant support
to careers, sometimes emotional support and
often support to family structures, At every life
stage of his disciples He served them. He served
by helping them overcome their shortcomings
and by blessing them regardless of their failings.
Disciples never even recognized their own
failings as He covered them up for them.

He also served by taking upon himself His
disciples illnesses, by taking upon Himself their
physical pain and suffering. Sadhaks know him
as the Great Healer who takes their ailments
upon himself. Some who have never seen him in
physical form pray to Him and are healed.

At the higher level He served by uplifting them
spiritually, by blessing them with deeksha,
accepting them in the Shree Ram Sharnam
fraternity and leading them to the path of
Pujniya Swami Ji.

Even in his unseen presence He continues to
serve and perform all these roles.

Pujniya Maharaj Ji wanted his disciples to serve
wholeheartedly and guided them to do so. He
guided them to perform what was for Him the
simplest level of serving humankind. Especially
dear to him was service to the poor and the
needy. As he told a sadhak:
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(Letter dated 8 May, 1970s)

He always emphasized the need to serve the poor:
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(Letter dates 15 October, 1975)
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Pujniya Maharaj Ji believed that the Almighty manifested
himself in the poor and thus advised a sadhak:

(_H"CWV ) 4 /C"w)f”ﬂ\[njm )

V"W rn G linnls

be an Thel dolie o 70
Ao

He Mo fslens Ahore

glfac YWHTHAY | 3T Igd WFYaM & fdb 3
URATCHT & TR BAS H © | Sfel el 8, g8l
ol M 3R oM B | 2N W WET 3MUD HYJ T |
3T & 39 FPR=R W19 &R I8 B | EH 379
W U PUT FAIY WG | 950 980 d 98 IR |

(Letter dated: 10 October 1973)

He wanted his disciples to help the needy, especially
those who did not ask for help. As he put it:
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His expectation of his disciples was that they would serve
in whatever capacity they were placed. As he put it:
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(Letter dated 28 June 1975 )

Serving the country was something he urged His
disciples to undertake: To him service to the country
was much valued. As he wrote:
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(Letter dated 12 December, 1970s.)

In his unseen presence, Pujniya Maharaj Ji continues to
perform the roles He took on in his physical body. m
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My Guru's Kripa

My son was one or two years old. He had very
severe laryngitis and had been suffering from
low grade fever for one year. Alongside he
developed tonsillitis. Not surprisingly, the whole
family was very worried. The doctor felt that an
operation had to be done as that would be the
only way he could be cured.

When Pujniya Prem Ji Maharaj heard about
this He came to our house. We were all sitting
outside in the courtyard. As He entered he said
Ram Ram to all of us and then went straight to
my little son. Very gently he started to massage
his neck. He did this a couple of times.

After two or three days we took him to the
doctor again. When the doctor examined him,
he discovered that my son had no fever, the
chest was clear and all signs of the tonsils had
disappeared. The surprised doctor said that no
surgery was required. Of course, we all knew that
our revered Guru had performed this miracle!

Always Connected to
Parmatma-dev

My mother started going to Shree Ram Sharnam in
1962 and would take me with her. | was only five
years and Mothers with young children had to sit in
the small verandah outside the main hall. Pujyashree
Prem Ji Maharaj would stand by the door of the
Satsang hall and distribute the Amritvanis to each
individual. When all were seated He would take His
place on a small cushion inside the Hall beside the
Divine Lotus Feet of Pujyashree Swami Ji Maharaj.
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As | grew older | was allowed to sit inside the Hall.
My mother became an ardent devotee and soon
Pujyashree Prem Ji Maharaj Shree asked her if she
could help do Sewa by arranging the shoe area in
the front. Mataji was delighted and would rush to
Shree Ramsharnam to do her duties with abundant
joy. Premji Maharaj would often come by the house
every other day on His Vespa Scooter and take Mataji
with Him to do social visits regarding Sewa towards
the needy families. Sometimes they would walk
to meet other devotee families. Sometimes to my
delight Pujyashree would take me to a social visit if
mother was not at home.

Pujyashree always looked very young and dressed in
shirts with vibrant colours as a contrast to His serious
nature. His smile always reached His wonderful Big
eyes.

If there was Ramayanji path in someone’s house
Maharaj Ji always made sure He participated even if
for a short while.

Maharaj Shree seldom gave any pravachans. And
once it was somehow decided that on a particular
Sunday Gurudev will be giving Pravachans. After
Amritvani was sung, the sangat kept waiting but
Prem Ji Maharajji stayed silent. According to Mataji
when a close sadhak asked Pujyashree as to why
He did not give pravachans on that particular day,

he quietly replied &1l HUR A B3 G AT
B &l | We all then understood how Maharajshree
was continually connected to Sarvashaktiman

Parmatmadev himself and would speak only at the
Will of Parmeshwar.

When my mother wanted to do Sewa she was given
the opportunity. Pujyashree Prem Ji Maharaj Shree.
made every sadhak feel so special with His love and
guidance and quiet affection.

Pujniya Maharaj Ji's
Unconditional Love

| did not think | was lucky, as many others might have
thought, because | knew Pujniya Premji Maharaj
closely, but | took him for granted (till much later),
as someone who would be always there. And He is
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always with us. He was brother to some, saviour to
some, Guru to all.

He is part of my earliest memories. First, as one who
gave me a ride on his cycle, later as one who would
justturnupany time with hislittle bag of homeopathic
medicines. All us kids would crowd around when
He came and ask for “meethi homeopathic goli”
and each was asked to open her mouth and given
a few and then He would be off. And that remained
for many years. This magic of appearing and then
whizzing of on his Bajaj scooter. He had a selfless life,
linked with sewa and renunciation. All love and life
for him was spiritual.

| lost my father when | was twelve years old. My
parents were displaced by partition and we were
displaced yet again when | lost my father. My mother
was homeless, unemployed, widowed with small
children to take care of, but with one big asset: A
special and beloved Guru, who would be there for
us, even while all the family struggled to make their
own lives.

It was then that | started to know and watch Pujniya
Maharaj Ji. Shree Ram Sharnam had been built on
8 Ring Road. We know it was built because of His
charisma, but He never took any credit for it. He
always asked us to come, but given our habit of
getting up late, or because of school or college, we
went rarely.

We took a house in Lajpat Nagar, to be close to
Shree Ram Sharnam. My mother stared to teach and
would return home late in the afternoon. She had
never worked till the passing away of my father and
was naturally tired, nervous, and full of anxiety for
the next day. Often forgetful, she could not find her
keys, or where she left her cheque book and had no
money for basics. Always, on the worst of such days,
Pujniya Maharaj Ji would suddenly appear in the late
afternoon! And her problems would be sorted.

He would come hurriedly, bless us with Ram Ram
and leave on his scooter, rushing off to see other
sadhaks. Even on the coldest day of Delhi winter,
rain or shine, He would come. If he didn’t come for
two days or more, we would all miss him and sure
enough he would turn up after a day or two.
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Even as we were busy with school and everything
school kids did, we would hear of stories and
people’s experiences about Maharaj Ji. These
stories were mostly conversations about the
great struggles of Punjabi families, especially
women who had to rebuild their lives after the
traumatic experiences of partition, displacement,
encampment, impoverishment, social demands,
violence and more. Pujniya Maharaj Ji was the balm
in these stories. All who knew Him would say how
at their moment of sorrow, grief, hopelessness, He
would just by chance turn up and say the simplest of
words like ‘have courage’ ‘have patience’ ‘God will
be with you’, ‘you are blessed” and ‘come to Shree
Ram Sharnam’ And they would come, in flocks for
the morning prayer and the day would go by in
struggle, in challenge, and yet things worked out for
them, as He touched the lives of all whom He met.
That is how their faith in Him increased and became
unforgettable.

The disciples developed a bond between themselves
which was deep and intersecting. They supported
each other in many ways. Another sadhak we
knew had like us, lost her father. She, her brother
and mother had really no where to go in the early
1960’s, when they came to Delhi. They rented a
room. Life changed for them totally after they met
Pujniya Maharaj Ji at a satsang in a relative’s house.
Pujniya Maharaj Ji would just turn up at their place
unannounced. He urged them to take a loan to buy
a house, requested them to enter higher education,
even brought university admission forms for them
and encouraged them build their careers. As they
grew, they never had to look back at the poverty of
their old days because of Him. One could go on with
the trove of such stories.

Everyone who knew Him spoke of His almost
magical touch. For example, once my mother had
to organize a school trip with thirty young kids. They
all reached the station. However, she had lost all the
tickets. She felt desperate and hopeless. Suddenly
she saw Pujniya Maharaj Ji in that crowded station,
holding the tickets. How did He came there? Where
did He find the tickets? No one knows! But that was
Him, in our everyday lives. There were dozens of
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such incidents of own deprivations and errors when
we were saved by His Grace.

In our own lives, | saw that Pujniya Maharaj Ji's
religion was his practice. This practice was based on
love. Love that was purely spiritual. It was not love
for one or for some, but unconditional love, evident
not in word or emotion but in deed, in everyday
practice. Love as Hope, as encouragement, without
judgement, which was constant, even, centred,
without beginning or end. Without measurement
or for any return. Pujniya Swami Ji's teachings and
the religious texts He read were seen in His every
day practice and the experiences of ordinary people
He came across, with their everyday troubles.
His conclusions were always of hope, of kindness,
forgiveness, empathy, solidarity. Trust in the
Almighty, others and yourself was a tenet. There was
never any anger or disrespect of the other, person
or community. That was not religion for him. He also
brought Pujniya Maharaj Ji (Vishwamitter Ji Maharaj)
when he was doing his post-doctoral studies at the
AIIMS into our lives. The rest is history.

For Pujniya Prem Ji Maharaj, religion was not ritual
it was faith. It was trust. It was looking inwards and
relating the inward with outer challenges. With
humanity and peace.

Now, long after He is has left his physical body, | think
of Him everyday. He appears before me at every
moment of trial or tribulation. Just a year back when
| was on the table before cancer surgery or radiation
thereafter, | saw Him every time. He told me to take
deep breaths with my eyes closed, concentrate at
the centre of my forehead. | feel an inner peace
because of him. His memory is my private moment.

| think his favourite word was ‘Kripa’. | cannot
express the complete English version, Because it was
a mixture of many ideas. One of mercy, forgiveness,
(“forgive them God for they know not what they
do”) second of asking for spiritual help, third of
petitioning and asking with humility. Often at the
end of his short sermon, he would often repeat as
if in humble prayer on behalf of all to his spiritual
master: “Kripa-kar, Kripa-kar, Kripa -kar”. He is still
here for his disciples, fulfilling the role He always
played in our lives.
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Children's Tributes to Param Pujniya Prem Ji Maharaj
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(The colourings submitted by children will be published in the January issue.)
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