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Microsoft Access is a great tool if your needs are simple and you have someone to program it yourselves using the Wizards. Depending on how complex your requirements are you will probably need a professional programmer.  There are many software products readily available for media/text management.  We are currently looking to change our data-base to one of the


following products.  They all will give you demos either at your office or over the web.  They are all very different, at least in interface looks but pretty much do the same thing. Check what is under the hood - is it flatfile or relational? Visual Basic or SQL or Oracle?  Prices vary from $15,000 to $30,000 and up depending on the number of users.





Archive Impact (AMIA members and very knowledgeable about DAMS & MAMS) in 


Detroit do not offer an existing database product but are a consulting firm


that can help you choose one based on your work flow - Kim Schroeder (313)


879-0044





Concordance from Dataflight Software, Inc, in Los Angeles, Cindy Williams


(310)471-3414 (great full-text retrieval database manager, can buy extra


module that links images to text records, has been adapted by some stock


footage houses)





Content - Multimedia Archival Software from CISO, University of Washington,


Seattle (new product, great for photos) Greg Zick, (206)543-5604





Cuadra Star in West LA, Ilene Slavik (310) 477-1078  (powerful, many big


Government & museum customers, U.S. & Europe)





EOS in Colorado & Carlsbad, CA, Patricia Pierce in Denver? (800) 876-5484


(powerful, uses newest technology, including hyper-searches, has


Encyclopedia Britannica as customer)





Leonardo Software in West LA, Louis Benioff (310) 820-9961  (Powerful, great


customized software using Revelations' Open Insight database programming,


Louis used to be a film, video & sound editor, knows his stuff!)





Xytech in Burbank, Claudia Baker 818 767-7400  (specialize in vault


inventory control, element tracking, lots of Major Hollywood Studio


customers)





Good luck, comparing these products has been pretty intense.  Has anyone


used these products and can give their opinions on-line or privately?  If


you want to talk about this, I am at 818 752-9097, 800 944-2135


