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Carolyn Edds is a news researcher with the St. Petersburg Times.  A native Floridian, she returned to Florida from Missouri, where she had been the Eugene S. Pulliam research director for IRE (Investigative Reporters and Editors)  and NICAR (National Institute for Computer-Assisted Research). She has been a news researcher with the San Antonio Express-News and the news research manager at the Herald-Journal in Spartanburg, S.C.

For more information on Carolyn, read on.
Carolyn Edds is a news researcher with the St. Petersburg Times. She conducts research for daily and project stories using print and electronic resources.  Research topics range from backgrounding a person to finding articles and experts on a particular issue to using spreadsheets or databases to compile numbers or information for newsroom staff.  Other duties including maintaining the newsroom intranet and training newsroom staff on using resources for research, particularly public records.  
The St. Petersburg Times newsroom recently had a new pagination system installed and Carolyn is a "super user" which means she helps reporters and editors when they encounter problems with the software.  
Prior to joining the St. Petersburg Times, she was the Eugene S. Pulliam Research Director with Investigative Reporters and Editors, a non-profit organization that trains reporters and editors in investigative reporting techniques. In this role, she managed the

Resource Center and was the contest coordinator.  The Resource Center indexes and archives investigative stories, tip sheets, and audio from conferences and sells books related to investigative or computer-assisted reporting.  On breaking news stories of national interest, the Resource Center staff compiles a list of resources to assist reporters and editors with covering that story.  IRE has an annual investigative reporting contest and the Resource Center processes and indexes the contest entries.

Before working at IRE, Carolyn was a news researcher with the San Antonio Express-News.  She conducted news research for reporters and editors, maintained the newsroom intranet and was the point person for computer-assisted reporting projects.  She put searchable interfaces to databases on the intranet, primarily with the 2000 Census data when it was released.  At this larger newspaper, she enjoyed having access to more electronic resources than she had at a smaller newspaper. 

Carolyn moved to San Antonio from Spartanburg, SC, where she had been the news research manager with the Herald-Journal.  At the Herald-Journal, she helped oversee the installation of their first digital photo archive and their first full-text archive.  These archives were installed at about the same time the newsroom received a new pagination system, which introduced PCs to the newsroom.  Carolyn trained reporters on using resources for research including the Internet, public records, searching the archives and introduced a few reporters to Excel.  
While in Spartanburg, Carolyn earned her M.L.I.S. from the University of South Carolina. She came to Spartanburg from Gainesville, Fla., where she earned her B.S. in journalism from the University of Florida.  She attended classes part-time while working full-time with the Catalog Department at the University of Florida Libraries.  It was here where she first learned about searching electronic databases.  It was a natural path for her to combine her work experience with her education for a career in news research.

