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Legal Research : the Basics

Legal Authorities

Primary: legal material issued directly from any branch of government

Examples:  statutes, regulations, decisions, court rules

Secondary: Contains commentary on primary authority (and maybe also the text of the primary authority, in full or in part)

Examples:  legal encyclopedias, treatises, law reviews

Mandatory:  an authority that must be followed in your court absent cogent public policy reasons

Persuasive: an authority that need not be followed in your court

The Courts

Federal






For more information see: http://www.uscourts.gov/UFC99.pdf
State

Every state is a little different, but each state will have trial and appellate courts as well as a Supreme Court for the state.

Organizing Your Research:  By Branch of Government

	Branch of Government
	Work Product

	Executive
	Executive Orders; Proclamations

	Legislative
	Session laws; statutes; legislative histories

	Judicial
	Court decisions

	Administrative
	Regulations; administrative decisions; rules


U.S Supreme Court





Appellate Courts


12 circuits organized by region





Court of Appeals for the 


Federal Circuit





Trial Courts


94 Federal districts, including a bankruptcy court





U.S. Court of Federal Claims





Court of International Trade
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