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SrI  sAra  sAram – I (52)

-- 

I – ThirumantrAdhikAram 



-- 

The Significance of ‘nArAyaNanAya’   
--- 


SwAmi Desikan now points out an additional benefit that the  jIva derives besides the Lord as the fruit: 
“àaÝa-v<mf ‘Aiv_aagen †òTvat!’  '[fkib sJtfrtfti[fpFEy  prm-àaPy-viEcx]mayfkf eka]fD àaPy-[akiba[f.”,

“prAptAvum ‘avibhAgEna drushTatvAt’ enkiRa sootratin paDiyE param-prApya-viSEshaNamAik koNDu prApyanakiRAn.” – 


Swami Desikan says ‘prAptA’ too becomes the ‘prApyam’. ‘prAptA’ means the one who attains the gain. Here. The ‘prAptA’ is the jIva.  ‘prApyam’ is the benefit. SwAmi Desikan says, both the gainer and the gain are the jIva himself. How is it? SwAmi Desikan explains this with the help of a Brahma-sootra: “Aiv_aagen †òTvat”, “avibhAgEna drushTatvAt” (4-4-4) – 

This is the fourth sootra in the fourth pAda of the fourth Chapter of the Vedanta sootras, coming in the Section, ‘avibhAgEna drushTatvAdhikaraNam’. This adhikaraNam describes how a mukta enjoys his own Atma as an inseparable part of the Parabrahman. There are five sootras in this Section. The one quoted above is the very first one. ‘avibhAgEna’ means ‘without separation from the Parabrahman’, the mukta jIva enjoys the Brahman. ‘drushTatvAt’ means ‘because it is so seen in the scriptures’. 

The mukta jIva realizes his true self as one devoid of ignorance (free from avidya).  In this state in the SrIvaikuNta, he enjoys his own self without separation from the Parabrahman. He does not enjoy his own self separate from the Parabrahman. This is based on the scriptural statements. 


Because of this reason, the jIva who is the gainer himself (prApta) becomes the benefit itself (prApyam).  


This may sound like ‘kaivalya mukti’, which is a state wherein the jIva enjoys his own self independently and which is not the real mukti. Hence, Swami Desikan further says:

“;gfK kevl-AaTm-àaiÝ-yibf eca[f[ Cyvn-xmRTv-mf varaT.”, “ingu kEvala-Atma-prAptiyiR conna cyavana-dharmatvam vArAthu.” – 

Here, the attainment of one’s own self alone, devoid of the Parabrahman is not referred to. This state is limited one and once it ends, the jIva returns to the mundane world, that is, the samsAra. However, once he attains the Paramapadam, where, the jIva enjoys his own self along with the Lord, there is no fear of return to this samsAra world. 

The scriptures state that the mukta jIva who attains the Paramapadam, becomes equal to the Lord in many respects, except in the matter of creation of the worlds, which is the exclusive zone of the Lord. He attains equality with the Lord in the enjoyment of the Lord along with all the auspicious qualities. In this there is no difference between the mukta jIva and the Supreme Lord.  


SwAmi Desikan recalls the statement of SrI nammAzhvAr in TiruvAimozhi in this context:

“‘m[f{bilf’ #Tyaid-kAq ;gfEk Anus<ix-pfpT.”, “ ‘mannuRil’ ityAdikaLai ingE anusandhippathu.” 
Let us consider the pAsuram in full:
“`bfbT pbfeb[ilf ubfbT vIDyiaf

 ecbfbT m[f{bilf `bfbiAb pbfEb.”,

“aRRathu paRRenil uRRathu veeDuyir

  ceRRathu mannuRil aRRiRai paRRE.” (TiruvAimozhi, 1-2-5)
Meaning:

“`bfbT pbfeb[ilf”, “aRRathu paRRenil” --  The very moment of giving up the enjoyment of sensual objects. 
“uyiaf”, “uyir” --  The Atma (the jIva)
“vID ubfbT”, “veeDu uRRathu” --  attains mOksha, the kaivalya mOksha.

“ecbfB `T”, “ceRRu athu” --  Rejecting it (the kaivalya mOksha)
“m[f{bilf”, “mannuRil” --  if he tries to attains the eternal divinity;   

“`bfB”, “aRRu” --  remaining firm in attaining the Lord 
“;Ab pbfEb”, “iRai paRRE” – (you) attain that Lord.
Summary:


When the jIva gives up the sense-attachment, the contemplation will lead to the realization of self-enjoyment. This is called ‘kaivalya.’ But even this state is an impediment to the realization of the Supreme Lord. Hence, the AzhvAr advises us, ‘you should renounce the soul-realization as  trifle as compared to the realization of the Lord and focus on realization of the Lord.By discarding all attachments to sensual-enjoyments and the soul-enjoyment as well, surrender yourself to the Lord.’  


SwAmi Desikan advises us to contemplate on this message of the AzhvAr. 

(To continue)
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