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.I NJu'iRATIVE HISTORY OF rrHE 120TI-i ENGI~mER OOMBAT ~A'l''l'AI:ION 

IvuillCH 1945 

I. Training Period (March 1-13): 

1. The beginning of the month of March found the 120th Engineer 
Combat Battalion) with the rest of the 45th Infantry Division, in 
Seventh Army reser~e, resting and training in the Luneville-Epinal 
area of France~ having been there since 18 February. A training 
schedule providing for practice in the assault of fortified positions 
as well as firing Qf weapons, chemical warfare training, etc., was 

t 

in effeet, and engineer work was confined to repair and maintenance 
of target ranges, and other tasks to facilitate the division's training 
program. Arfiong these tasks were included the pJ7eparation of camouflage 
suits for the Division Soouting and Patroling School, the cheoking of 
an artillery demonstration area for mines, and the moving of disabled 
tanks to the anti-tank r~nges for use as targets. To accomplish these 
tas~s wi thout unduly interrupting the bs.ttalion' s training program, 

'a	 dif:ferent engineer company was designa teet a s the "work c oillpanytl for 
each day, with no training schedule for that day. At the beginning 
of the month, the training schedule outlined in lTTraining Memordndum 
No 5~', pUbli shed 24 February, was still in effect. 

2. On 3 March, Major BillUps (5-3), as engineer member of a party 
of three offioers from the '±5th Division, left to study methods used in 
breaching the Siegfried Line defenses in the Echternach sector of the 
Third .~my front. In his absence, Oaptain McCullough (B-2) was de
signated as acting 8-3. Maj Billups returned on 6 March and on 7 March 
Capt McCullou.gh was sent on a similar mission, as engineer member of a 
party of five officers, to study river orossing methods in the First 
and Ninth Army fronts, roturning 11 March. 

3. Training Memorandwm No 6 was pUblished on 3 March, to continue 
the program outlined in Training Memorandum No 5 whioh expired on that 
da te. Howev8,r, the provi sions of the new memox'andum were never carried 
out in full because on the morning of 4 r;larch, the engineer ba tjtalion 
found itself SUddenly involved in preparations to train the division 
in river crossings. 

4,. This ne,v training was ce1'1"1,3c1 out in conjunction vvith the 40th 
Engineer Combat Group. Each inf&~try regiment had one full day of 
training in river crossings vITi th the 40"011 Engineers ac ting in their 
normal role as supporting engineers. This t.rainine took place in the 
area of the'Ektng De Gono.rexan!?;e, ~~bout 25 ldlofJ1eters northeast of 
Luneville, on 11, 12 ane.. 13 J\:carch. :Frevious to the trc:l.inine VIi th the 
40th ]~l1gineer3 however, e ell 1 8bi.tifCli L WaS ,?;iH'ii' n severa J g:-;Ye vr6,: 
liminary training of the G~le type, wi~ASS~rfngineers~ct_ng 
as supportinG:; engineers 8.1c1 uS tee" h! . CA1..'i~§·<tr~Q. This pr-3lim:1..1ary
training took place 3.t t .' f~ "r ~ :~c: IE. E9 for ea.ch 
1nfantry regiment.. The - ,n an- r~' was located n , 
t.he MeuI"bl1e, at St Cleme ~_G~ ,or the 
179th Infantry was on the: th Iy~~ 1 't the 

............u."~"" ..~ I
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180th Infantry si te j theI'G VfdS also constrL1C ted a heavy ponton raft, 
for iJ.se in training drivers from Division Arti.ilery, 64,f.,th TD BattaliOh 
and 191st Tank Battslion. In this training, eaoh engineer lettered 
company supported its normal infantrJr regiment. rEhe division scouting 
and patrolling school at Rambervillers 'Nas also continued during this 
perioo., 3.djusting its progra.m to stre ss amp hi bioD s scouting and use 
of assault boats.. The engineers o.lso assisted in the instruction 
of this school. 

5. On the night of 4 March, the special equipment necessary to
 
oond.uct this training was pr-ocured from Seventh ~';'rrn.y Engineer in
 

.,Luneville.	 'rhis included sufficient material to provide each 
regimental training site with six (6) stOl~l boats, one light inf8ntry 
support raft (lv1/2), two extra half-boats, and a number of six-man 
and ten-man pneumatic boats. On 5 March, the engineer lettered 
companies commenced the preparation of the training sites and the 
training of engineer demonstration teams, and the actual training 
of the infantry regiments began on 6 and 7 March. The 40th Engineers 
constructed the heavy ponton raft at the 180th Infantry training site 
and furnished personnel to assist in the training v\lith it. On the 
8th dl1cl the lOth 01.' JVLarch two additional sites were prepared for 
training Divi sion Artill ery uni ts in stream crossing vd_ th DUKS 's) 
one on the Moselle at Roville 'and the other on the Meurthe at Frambois. 

6. In conjunction wi th this river crossing training, on.e major 
engineer task consisted of the building ano. maintaining of an approach 
road for the heavy ponton raft site southwest of Luneville. B.E.C. 
matting and gravel "\fvas used he1'8 to construct about 400 yard.s of road <> 

Also during this period, it was intended to trJ.in the engineer 
lettered companies in tre8dway bridge construction in accordance wj.th 
Training Memorandum No 6. Brockvvay trucks and treadway eCluipmen t were 
ob<tained for this purpose, but the e\iuipment was incomplete, and only 
one company was able to acoomplish any training with it. 

7. Beginning 11 March, the inf31.1 try regiments partook in one day 's 
training api ece with the 40th Engine srs in the Gondrexange area. 'rhe 
180th Infantry began i te training at noon on the 11th, and. the 179th 
on the 12th, and the 157th on the 13th. Each regiment took two 
offioers frOID its normally supporting engineer company along as 
observers.- Otherwise the divisional engineers took no part in this 
training. Vihile the regiments 'were thus engaged, the engineers 
collected and turned in the training equipment they had been using, 
and prepared to undertake their next assignment., 

\ 

II - Crossing of the Blies River and advance to the Siegfried Line 
(March 14-~17): 

As early as 10 ]karch, the 45th Division had been alerted for 
an early move to the Sarreguemines area, for recommitment in that 
sector. It was apparent that the first task involved in this new 
sector would be an assault crossing of the Blies River, so an. engineer 
officer was sent to Frauenberg, northeast of Sarreguemines, to obtain 
advance data on the river. It was planned for the 157th and 180th 
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Infantry Regimen,ts-~o lead. in the attack, so compaRies ttAn a.m.d "en 
of the l2@th. E.Illgineer Gombat Battalion were a~t.;:tehedJ re'~r.@ectivelYJ 
to tJii:e'se regiment.s fer the move .to the new area. 'This attaelapleJat t 
how-ever, ,·'WaS purely aami.nistrativa J. . and these (ll,emp.anies rev6.rted 
to battalion GGnt~0l upen arrival of .battalion ~eadquarters in the 
new area. The 1seth ROT (Co C attached) moved on 12 Mareh. and the 
157th ROT (00 A Attached) moved on 13 Mareh.. Co B moved. independently', 
on 13 March as well as H&8 Co and battalion headquarters and the 
remainder of the 45th Infantry Division. Upon arrival in the Sarre
guemines area, the division came under control or xv Gorpso 

45th Division Field Order No 1 Was pUblished on the 13th, 
ordering the division to pass through the 44th Infantry Division and 
breach the Siegfried Line, capture Homburg, and be prepared to cont
inue the advance to the west bank or the Rhine River. For the initial 
phase of ~his action, the l5?th Infantry waS given the right half of 
the division sector, east of the Blies River, and the l80th Infantry 
was assigned the left half, with a jump~off liAe on the Blies River 
from its bend at Bliesbruck, to a point two kilometers west of 
Frauenberg. 120th Engineer Battalioa Field Order No 1 was pUblished 
the follOWing day assigning Co !lAt! to the sup'port of the l5'7th 
Infantry, and initially both tfBf1'and lIOt! Companies to the support of 
the 180th Infantry Regiment.. ,Co ,"Blf would cross the- 3rlll battalion 
of the 180th Infantry over the Blies River at Frauenberg, and Co I~C" 
would oross the 1st battalion at B1ies-Ebersing. Once the crossing 
had been made. 00 "e" would take over the entire support of the 
180th InfantryJ . and OeD UBI' would revert te general support. The l79th 
Infantry regiment was being held in division reserve, and Co fiB" was 
to be prepaired to m6ve with them to exploit a possible breakthrough. 
the 1277th Engr C Bn, part of the l101st Engr C Group, was in support 
of the 45th Infantry Division. Captain Johnston and taree enlisted 
men from the 127'7th Eng~ 0 Bn stayed with battalion headquarters
throughout the operation for liason purposes. 

The jump~off was scheduled for OlOOA hours 15 March, but 
considerable preparatory engineer work had to be performed before that 
hour. During the night of 13--14 March, reoonnaissanoe was conducted 
at both of the 180th Infantry crossing points for suitable footbridge 
and ferry sites, assault boats were brought forward to Frauenberg 
and Blies-Ebersing, and lanes to the river were cleared of mines. 
As the 44th Infantr¥ Division was still not relieved by the 45th, 
the 63rd Engr G Rn (44th Div) assisted in this mine clearing, and also 
cleared the debris frOID the roadway at the demolished railroad over
pass south of Blies-Ebersing. On the night of 14--15 March, before 
the attack began, footbridge and rafting eqUipment was also brought 
forward,. and additional mine alearing was performed on the near bank 
of the river. The 12?7th Engineer G Bn were prepared to install a 
Bailey bridge over the Blies River at Frauenberg as soon as the 
tactical situation permitted. 

The attack began as schedUled, promptly at OlOOA hours, 15 ,
 
March. The 3rd Infantry Division attacked on the right of the 45th
 
and XXI Corps on the left. Initially, the l57th Infantry, in the
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r.4:ght half" of the 45,t division sec tor, made sle rogress because
 
of well prepared enemy positiIDns and extensive minefields. Once. this
 
ini t,~al resistance was broken however I a stead·Yf3.dvanee. waS made until
 
the regiment reae.b:ed th.e main Siegfried' Line posi tie:ns a'b$ut, 5 kilem;"
 
sters sQ~thwest ofZweibrucken on 17- March. The tGwn of'Bliesbruek
 
astride the river at its bend between the 157th. and l80th. In.faJ. try
 
seaters held out stubbornly; and on the afternoon of thel5th, the 1st
 

,battalion of the 1?9th Infantry was committed to attaek the town from 
the northwest. Though completely bypassed, the town was not entirely 
oleared until the afternoon of the 16th. The crossing of the Blies 
River proceeded smoothly ~,or the 180th Infantry, witll relati vely light 
opposition, and initial objectives were ~uickly reached. 

The major engineer taSk during this operation was the orossing
 
of the 180th Infantry'over the Blies River. Co C t crossing the 1st
 
battalion at Blies-Ebersing, enoountered no difficulties. By 0235,
 
all four companies of l the t~bantry had been crossed in assault boats,
 
by 0250 two footbridges had been oompleted) and during the next day,
 
a ferry for crossing light vehicles was built and then immediately
 
converted into an assault bridge. Th~s bridge Was oompleted by 183QA
 
hours. It was also necessary to lay about 200 yards of Sommerfeld
 
matting on the north shore at this bridge site to eonnect the bridge
 
with an existing trail. Co B, crossing the 3r~ battalion at Frauen

berg, encountered more difficulty in their -ep:f'ration. A Bailey bridge
 
which had previou.sly been built and subsequentlydemolisaed at this
 
site was kept under observation by the en.emy; alert to the possibility
 
of an attemptea erossing at that point. Assault troops were crossed
 
on the debris of this bridge and over the spillway of a dam on the
 
upstream siae, ana tnouga there was still small arms fire on the
 
bridge site 7 a footbridge waS begun about an hour later. The stream
 
at this point was 125 feet wide, and a swift current in mid-stream
 
caused considerable difficulty. During the construction of this
 
bridge, one EM was killed by enemy mortar fire, and shortly after
 
its Gompletion, a portion of the bridge was demelished by a direct
 

artillery hit. After four more unsuccessful attempts to built this
 
bridge, assault boats were resorted to, but this too had to be
 
abandoned when the first two were sunk. MeanWhile, a seoond footbridge
 
was attempted. but a bazooka round severed the main ~able on the first
 
attempt, and on the second try the center section was knocked out by
 
floating debris. The use of assault boats here also failed. The
 
first footbridge was again attempted at 0445, and was finally seoured
 
by 0530 J permitting the remaj.nder of the infantry battalion to cross
 
an~ secure a bridgehead by daylight. In addition to th~ one ~~ killed
 
engineer casualties included three 'EM wounded in action.
 

In all portions of the division S6Gtor, numerous mines were
 
encountered. These consisted mainly of Schu mines (mostly laid on top

of the ground) and Holz mines p as well as some S mines and Teller mines.
 
Conseq1J.ently, all roads to be used had to be carefully swept for mines
 
as the attack progressed, from ~he jump-off to the Siegfried Line.
 

During the day of the 15th., the 12'7'7 Engrs, in support of, -the
 
45th Division, removed the wreckage of the aemolished Bailey bridge ,
 
at Frayenberg and constructed a new Bailey bridge on the same site.
 
This bridge Was opened for traffic at 19lBA•
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On the mor~ing of 16 March, the 179th' I~fantry Regiment was 
committed between the 157th and 180th Infantry, astride the Blies River. 
Operations Instructions No 9 was published to place C0 B 120th Engineer . 
Battali0n in direQt support of the l79t.la. 

Between the jump~off line and the Siegfried Line positions,
numer0us road blocks, craters, blown bridges were encountered. As the 
advance progressed, it became necessary to obtain a later Grossing 
over the" Blies River which split the division sector up in the oantero 
This problem was sol~ed when it was found that the bridge at Herbitz~ 

heim was only partly damaged, and Was repaired with new decking to a 
class 30 bridge by the l277th Engineers. On the east side of the Blies 
River, Go .A installed a treadway bridge at Niedergailbacn, and. Co B 
re-de~ked a small bridge at Bliesbruck and installed a treadway bridge 
on a side stream at Gerrsheim. On the west side of the Blies River, 
Co C installed culverts at Emlingen and Assweiler t as well as filling 
several craters. 

On 17 March, advance elements of the 45th Division reached 
the Siegfried Line positions, from Niederwurzbaeh on the left to Watt
weiler on the right, and preparations were made tor its assault. 

III	 BREACHING OF (rITE SIEGFRIED LINE AND PURSUIT TO THE RHINE
 
March 18--25).
 

In ~he 45th Division zone of advance, the Siegfried Line positions 
ran generally in an east-west line, from Niederwurzbach on the left, 
along the south side of the Wurzbach stream, then to Bliesoastel and 
Webenheim in the center of the sector, then east to the vicinity just 
north of Wattweiler, southwest to the vicinity of Zweibrueken.. There 
positions were first reached by our troops on l? Maroh, as they were 
also by the 3rd diVision on our right and the 63rd division on our 
left, and operations to breach the line began on the 18th. 

The main engineer tasks ~erformed in this operation were the
 
breaching of the ndragonts teeth lT 

, crossing of anti ... tank ditches,
 
orossing the Wurzbach stream 1 demolition of pillboxes once they were
 
taken, and clearing of obstacles in the towns as 'bhey were cleared by
 
the infantry.
 

At noon on 18 March, the 157th Infantry began a frontal assault 
on the Siegfried Line on a two battalion front, with tanks and TDs 
in support, and Co A, l20th Engineer Battalion, giving engineer support. 
In this sector. it was neoessary to breach a row of !.tdragon's teethU 

and cross two anti-tank ditches, 30 feet across and filled With water, 
before the 100 yards ap:art main pill boxes could be reached •. The 
tldragon's teeth!! were demolished first by using a 02 pack on. each tooth 
in the gap to be blown, then leveling off the remnants of reinforcing 
steel after the explosion with a tank dozero The tank dozer was then 
used to push sufficient fill into the anti-tank ditches to allow 
tanks to cross. 

-5



· Working ,similarly wd.t,h the l79th.and lseth Infantry regiments 
Gompan1~s B and Or~speetively Iil.ssisteQ the t~f~n~ry ta @reaehing 
the Siegtrie<!l Line.. Th.e line cracked on 2@ Mar,eh a:m.d division drove 
rapidly to Homburg. At Hombarg the divisiGU was~inched out by
elements of t~e Third Army and contact 'With the enemy was lost. 

On 22'Marc~t the Battalion CP moved to Eisenberg. On 24 March 
the Eat~liGa GF~mGvea to Westhofen where final plans and preparations 
fer the crossin~''Qt- the Rhine River were made. 

IV "'" ...• T:aE CROSSING' OF THE RHINE RIVER (see attaohed Special Report 
()R Grossing of the Rhine River). 

V THE FIRST CROSSING OF THE MAIN RIVER. 

The movement of the 45th Infantry Division from the Rhine to 
the Main River was completed in two days, 27-28 March, against only 
scattered resistance from disorganized greups of enemy personnel" 
Little or no engineer work was necessary during this phase as the 
rapidly retreating enem.y did not attempt to blow bridges and culverts 
and no mines were laid. Trucks from the lettered companies were used 
to assist the llietorlzed infantry forward. During tnis period, the 
Battali0n OP-moved to the vicinity of Gr. Ostheim, aboat 5 miles ~J 
of Aschaffenberg~ 

An armored column of the Third Army had reached the Main River 
just ahead of the division and had secured a railroad bridge intact 
Rear Schweinheim. Upon reaohing the river with the l5?tA Infantry 
on 28 March, Company A took over the maintenance and seourity of this 
bridge for vehioular traffic. The 15?th Infantry and elements of the 
179th Infantry crossed over on this bridge; the 157th Infantry attaok
ing the city of Aschaffenberg, the 179th Infantry attacking ,to the 
southeast. Oompany B repaired a damaged German ferry near Niedern
berg and had it ready for opera tj,on on 30 lVIarch when it was decided to 
cahstruct an M... 2 floating treadway bridge at this site. The 1101st 
Engineer Group then constructed. a 300 foot, M... Z, floating treadway 
at this site. Oonstruction was completed at 0315, 31 Marchl> Co C 
supported the 180th Infantry in this operation and made good use of 
their attaohed tank dozer in clearing road blocks in the vicinity of 
Kl Wallstadt under machine gun and 20mm fire o 

The assault elements of the 1?9th and 180th Infantry regiments 
crossed over the ~~in River in D~fls; the remainder of the regiments 
and vehioles crossed over en tihe floating treadway at Niedernberg 
during the day of 31 Marcho 

The close of the period found the 45th Divisiau pushing
 
northeast from Aschaffenberg. The 15?th Infantry was still engaged
 
in., cleaning out the last of the fanatical troops who were stubbornly
 
derending the city. Company A~ in close support of the l5?th
 
Infantry was engaged in cleaning a route through the city. Companies
 
Band 0 were supporting the advance of the l79th and 180th'Infantry
 
Regiments by clearing road blocks and minor demolitions~
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VI - Summary of Engineer Operatio~s for the Month: 

Roads swept fer mines 
R@ads improved 
Mines Anti-Tank each 

Removed
 
Teller 15
 
Ho1z 22
 
UB MIAl 120
 
US T6El 26
 

Destroyed
 
HQlzmines 18
 

Mines- -Anti· Personnel 
Remeved
 

SeAu 85
 
Improvi sed 75mm.
 

shell mines 34 

Road B10cks removed 
Road oraters filled 
Cratering charges removed 
Anti.Ta.a.k ditch crossings filled 
Pill boxes destroyed 
Dragons Teeth gaps breached 
Asparagus bed (obstacle) demolished 
Anti-tank obstaoles (type unspecified) 

Miles 128* 
tt 16 

each 63 
each. 39 
eac.la 1 
H&C.h 7 
each 9 
each 5 
each 2 

breached each 5 
Casualties 

KIA -lEM 
(Also 1 EM killed by stray bullet from Infantry Pill 

box assault area.) 
WIA - 17 EM 1 O'rficer 

Footbridges constructed 
Infantry support rafts built 
Infa.a.try support bridge built 
Treadway bridges built 
Oulverts installed 
C~lverts repaired 
Oivilian ferry rebuilt and operated 
Stream crossing ladders (30 ft) built 
Signs painted
Water supplied to divisional troops 

each 4 
eaoh 1 
each 1 
eacR 3 
each 3 
each 3 

1 
each 4 
each 667 
gals .. 816,390 
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VII ... Administrative Activities: 

I .... STRENGTH	 OFFICl!t'RS TQTAL 

!l.1 KIA 0 () 1; 1 
h Died 0 0 1 1 
c. WIA (hospital) 0 0 8 8 
~ LIA (hospital) 0 0 2 2 
e. HOspital (noR~BC) 2 0 44 46 
f • Traftsfers ' (inf Oes) 0 0 2 2 
& Evacuations: 

(1) BC . 0	 0 10 10 
(2) Non BC 2	 0 28 50 

h.	 RTU (fr evao and 
non.... evao) 

(1) BO	 0 0 2 2 
(2) Fr evac 1	 0 21 22 
(3) Fr non evae 0	 0 20 26 

i. Riinforoements: 0	 0 0 0 

j. One (1) officer and fourteen (14) E11 were wounded in 
action and ~ hospitalized during the month~ in addition to tme 
ten (1) hospitaltzed BOs. 

k.. The net lesses of personnel in the battalion during
the month Was One (1) officer and nineteen (l9) enlisted men. 

1. Average of officers present for duty during the
 
month: 31 ~
 

Dl. Average of EM present for' duty daily during the
 
month: 627_.
 

Officers Total
 
II "" TD ... US: 2
 

III ... COURT MARTIALS 

a.	 Number of EM in arrest 4 
b.	 Number of EM in Conf (includes 

a above and confine
m.ents prior to Feb) 5 

c.	 Number of EM tried 8 

(1) Summary 4 
(2) Special 1 
(3) General - 3 

IV - AWJJWS ju\~ DECORATIONS Officers EM Total 
.:.;" 

a.	 Recommended: 
(~LC to the Silver Star) 2 0 2 
Silver Star 1 3 4 
Bronze Star 1 5 6 
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!'M Total 

DECLASSIFIED 

~ Approved and awarded by Div o o o 

c. Presented at CeramoRy o o o 

V ... GENERJ.\L HEALTH OF BATTALION: 

a. Se~bies ~ ~ - ~ w - - - - - - 2 
b. Veaereal Disease- - - - - - ~ 0 
c. AtheleteFeot - - - - - - - - 3 

d. The percentage of military personnel currently requiring 
immunization'for the month: None. 

e. Undue prevalenoe of acute communicable disease: None 
f. There were no surgical infeotions within this command. 
g. There were flO cases of acute psyohoneurosis or other mental 

abnormalities. 
11. As a whole the general health of the battalion during the month 

of March was: very good. 

VI ... SPECr-tiL SER.VIaE ACTIVITIES: 

a. FA: rations issued ... twice during the month. 
b. Issue of special service items: None. 
c. Number of shows or other entertainments: 

1. Movies: 

DNfE TITLE NO. SHOWS ATTEN"DANCE CR01f\1D REACTION 
3 March "Animal KingdomTf 1 300 'Very good 

2. Live Shows: None 

d. Rest Camp.§.l 

Plaoe Officers EM'"Wo . 1Paris 1 15
 
England 0 0 6
 
Brussels 1 0 6
 
Nancy 1 0 12
 

Totals: 3 1 39 

VI ... I &. E ]'UNOTIONS FOlt THE MONTH OF MiW-OH: 
1. Lt Porter I the IE Offi cer for the ba ttalion, iRfo~ed all 

officers in the battalion as to the policies of Phase I & II Educ
ational Program. Offioers then carried this to the men. 

2 •. Group discussions were organized and each company held them; 
One hour per week, When possible.

3. Educational survey was taKen of the battaliono 
C. Prospective teacher 1Nere listed from the survey and from the 

VillAGO ]'orms fJ20 of the EM .. 
5. Normal distribution of I &. E material: 

(a) Stars and Stripes (d) 45th Div news 
(b) Yank Magazine (e) Newsmaps 
(0) 45th Sig Co news (f) Army talk pamphlets. 

-9... 
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DECLASSIFIED
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BATTALION 

Charles S Monnier 
JOS8Dh V" Lowe Jr 
Benj~llin E Billups 
Hugh T McCullough Jr 
",-rthur Tauscher 
'lilliam M Hales 
John H Dismant 
I'rank ]1 Porter 

oy C Smi th 
John M Burger 
V illiEu:n C ic};:etT 

.,-riis D os.ter 

Lt Col 
lviaj or 
NiB. jor 
Captciin 
Captain 
Captain 
1st Lt 
1st Lt 
1st Lt 
J. st ]~t 

l.st Lt 
2nd Lt 

EL"Uer Picke tt 
Ivan F Sandridge 
Jim Iv: Flam, -:;an 
Georee A Ferguson 
Charles P Rusher 

AUbrey ~ Stow0rs 
l,lil ton Wasserman 

H n ...,::.. 

James II Hickey Jr 
Robert C Boedecker 
·~'T8.1 ter l~ Oleson 
Jillio..nl ;~ Ltherton 
Frank ~.. ; I eak 

~N8.yne ;V Briclzes 
Harry II Fields 
David J Dayton 
rt.:ly F Boedect:er 
Howard. jA Oohen 
John L Larzalere 

Captain 
let Lt 
CWO 
VlOJG 
';fOJG 

Cap 'Guin 
C,;,p tain 

'Jal1 tu in 
.2nd Lt 
l~:t Ie t 
12t l .. t 
2n6. :Lt 

Cc:,pt~iin 

Ip.t Lt
 
1st Lt
 
2nd Lt
 
1st Lt
 
2nd it
 

0353106 
0293270 
0403916 
0422440 
0460191 
0405742 
0374920 
01107053 
011003402 
01109165 
()1105740 
01692568 

01100733 
01105784 
.. ~J}7f;::5 

N2118645 
V"2108256 

0375220 
OL18147'7 

(J4b '2860 
01117080 
01106374 
01107937 
0~)43l07 

01112045 
0110741J 
0~'.i43901 

01117079 
01112623 
01109440 

CO 
Ex 0 
S-3 
8-2 
ADE 
8-4 
8-1 
":~sst 8-2 
Bcn 0 

T"3D-Div ~'.lq 

'rD-U::; 
,..." r7_l.sst ,,-'-0 

CO 
Bn I,:otor Ofr 
Asst Bn VIotor 0 
Aset 8-4: 
Pel's Off 

3urseon 
Dental furgeon 

co 
1st }"12.t CmlCJr 
2n(i 1'1.1 t :; a::-lo.r 
3rd 213 t Coindr 
Co :"0.111 0 

C(~ 

1st I-l21. t Gomor 
2nd Plat CoJJ1dr 
3ro. Plat '; oindr 
Co ,iidm 0 

(~ ('"1JS-7th ~:irlll:l ,- '-' 

..:1.1 vin F ]'rank 
Jidney L Si!lJ.lllons 
~~rvin S Prestwood 

Capt&il1. 
12t J~t 

1st Lt 

0461128 
01112974 
0540201 

CO 
1 st 1) 121. t 
2nd P1D.t 

Comar 
Comdr 

Hichard 0 Vlestpha1 2nd Lt 01103461 3rd Plat Camdr 



l ~EPR00W€EB e.;r TiHE ~AiTIIQNi\l AR€I:jJ;eES 

HEADQ,UARTERS	 120TH ENGINEER CO:MBAT BATTALION 
.APO 45, U S Am.rry 

1 April 1945 

I - BATTI,}i~ CASUALTIES rOR THE lv'I01\FrH 0]' MARCH 1945: 

(1) I{ILLED IN ACTION	 DATE 

Tee 5 Acey C	 Glover, 34601384, Company TlBIl - 15 lViaroh 45
 

(2) LIGHTLY WOUND1!iD IN r\.C'rION: 

Sgt Adam ji; Feachen, 35279367, Company liEn 15 JiJlarch45 
Pvt Billie R	 C~ onl ey, 20842066, Company HE"l  15 J\iIarch 45
 
Teo 5 Franois J Brennan, 37421021, Med Det  18 March 45 
Fte Joseph 1.:1	 Casmer, 33057245, Company nAn  18 March 45 
Pvt Lytton J Oille, 15099987, Company nA" 25 1\1a1' 45
 
Cpl Clemente Ga llegos, 2.0841857 ,Company ?lO"  26 March 45
 
Pte I'eter Bad je, 37048588, Company no ~r 26 IViarch 45
 
Pfc Wood row);- Gmouse, 38010182, Oompany fTC II - 29 l\[areh (1-5 

(3) LIGHTLY INJURED IN -,lOTION: 

Pvt James R Miller, 14018728, Company fl 16 JlJIarch 45jle 

Pte Raymond Heador, 3E3010182 , Company 71Ca 23 N:arch 45
 

II - BA'rTLE Ci-i.SU)..LTIES i:rETLTl.·{]\,D1D 'ra DUTY DURING lViARCH 1945: 

Pvt Joseph 'N Rollo, 32962299, Compa)J.y llB1T 2 IvIarch 45
 
'rec 5 Joe C Dugger, 20841471, Company rtc n 5 IvIarch 45
 

For the Battalion Commander: 

/"'ffj~ 
J EN H DISI\l!~l~-rr 

st Lt CEM
lid jutant. 

I 
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1. ~u·,.{fI{1,WAl Vawnll"!~I': 

, ~ .O',Q :',-,:''',,~b~~~ ~"46.i( ~s4~th ':.fiA,t?t:r.,·DtV1S10Il wa pulled
ut or t~,l.Jn~ t.1t-,!,•• 1'101n£-ty otk P.U,t. ,,£,~". _~. af't' "
 

day. r>t " " t " "VG' to, ,rest a:n4i1:rrd;nlu','~H 1tl ae Lunev 11e
'be)tV'll1e~a ,\,', l ~$'tI.U •. ,~~: 4!V$.s~.a ..~.d ~ VI <1ozop ,
 

to, 'th A~ o.o.n~J.. ~ 'ib8~ct"~~ ,of t.ttt• .t'~ , $;a"d ''''~l.JdtlM Jerio
 
, , " t9 "'t'e»a" t~.e ',ilYl$~ u t, l' ~' _l':ly :te.. tin ,t',s:~o '0...., ' 

,)hag VIa g!a(Ufti, '11 V$, ,~'(l~ tr~t~. .b~»'l ~t-. ..~., phlJh unf small
 
uat:l; ,:tb."!ni' Pl'oillJ:~wt't1,~} ,).a~a;rr r$.d:uat~d !U;_"p~l_S fn?clV'l.ng t a
 
~$.Ulo1!' :tott1.f.l_a, ;"Q$:1tl1O'<a& lu J>ft:pa:t'a~1:o»;t:()~;!A'.pt1\babl$8:S u1:t G!1
 
the: '$lt.gfr1&el W.,. ' 

.<pn .,~ .7 { 

" :,:,;:t'~1 Oa '~'~~1l."3t,::' f, tk$ 4 'til I.a~'eiJll,.yf' 'lOll was &x- red
 
te:~,,"'" \"f ,'CG 1At$n~ '~,,~!.~j/Q,~ ~ _rala~~ >" ,':~a'tlol'1 tor an
 
. ' , 

-'t{
eresetag ~ .tf."', '1;~ ft' 'er. W; ~ Otb " 'yt Graul' was 

sa;~, ~+~ :1l"$:p••~'b4.~;t~';:'~,t 't~ ,~8 With" the UVlS'ltii ' for trhe ,propbS$ 
o,.~~)Jl,Jl. wltk t)J1: ' 'cl'~$~l1lIdtftS that thl$ '~' ",.a be re-1

, 

~ !tila fer th' "oree,~, ,~Jl til. aet ,Q1l, ratl0 '-', ," eMsto i',J; " 

" .. ' ',.00,$ was h~lB wit ,," , H ,f ~ Divl&!.,fl().' .tt<l ~:rcup tbe,"
"~~.u ~l1eet'. ao ,~, ~ ~~liei' b 'UP. D!v1.t_;, ,Ull.le3rY &ommander;,:,':~, 

,~~"t(, j tao i'Ve f1/',' ,~ Of th thr, 'intant:JfV' ,Ii $llts bib:ins. ;~~/'~' ' 
:" 8"bt. ,At th1s~ 00J1!t re!l' ' the toll> rl .pr1~:,,1~. W8%'lit ~eed upon;',: 

(:1.) Th, lOO~ !.neer' ttllol1 ',t1l4. be respons! ble for, 
b b Sic trais!. of e.lllem ts at 'fib: ti-vts'-on.,:li1, US.' of s .;J.lt :, 

"i~'$. : tortllboa1t and 't\l bEt!' ' t ',. ,a1tttofl,dcleu:rr! par'tles '~, 
>,{: , ,it '~ ant ~e of Ueiht antt b ':VY s-at't ,,~ ',-' _ tihe aotual op&ra't4-~lt", 
,i~t'~'t.b.$ 'tJlvlstcn t ,'1. rs '"1d '(lj "ponsll tor'4',~,"" 1"e1'lglneer support." 

" \ t!Le trl ntU.-y btiAk Of tb.' Rbiae. 'wot1ld b ,arcs.., '\\')1 t,b,a 40th 
", ~~a' !:' GNU!, i,u the, " ,ne,'" a tlie fi$:f '~!V!<!O&\ltroOfJs. alld 
'.' ,4 take up nO'l'm@.l ," Aeer ,support of tbdlv1.s1on, ,in upon the 
,~tr shore. ' > <, 

'", "".;} ,. 

(a) '1'11 40th EnsinGX' o\Q)woultt ,btf,,e~GliS!.bJ.Ei for the
 
',~ tteal l1al!dng ofq,aOh ReT in the, df:v1sd..on,t1 ,'~ co'n41tlo,ns hlob
 
, ,'·,til' ap'1>1'o~te "e' a.\,;)'tu 1 ,p1"QPO$ ,o~'$i1l1ns ,~~'Ub. B ne R1vez'."
 

X,t-h e.ct~l opetra'1oa. thts$ro~ would b ~••j:).ne1b, e tor the '
 
(t,t! ',' .' '~,r all $,1; __ta of t :e' "V1$1011, ~ thelUi,tlal as&ault C1'OS~
 

"lbg' J>~se to l.ftc!Jrl\1de t11etlnaJ. brt4g, ,P .' (h '
 
,. ,' . 

. ",:" 

-1 "\ .. ' 

-,-, 
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_I 
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DECLASSIFIED 

,~~ildilll~IIIiiIi::i.~~~~~~~~:W=~fAuthority/V!l/D 735017 

"~if NA~ D::~~~!d 
,,·~O_.~ 

'both 1't 8 

." ,.,. 
;-:.. 
. ;..... 

.,: . 

', , 

.', ", I , ',' , to&1,. probl, S tldht( 'ly enCU)Wlt : ea III tli'iJ op-e'rat on 
. e-re of muoh le.e' or !l1a~$tui, tllan 11· be-$·n aatloip.a~4.. ke.my 
r~,sl tan,. $ AOt as detil, llad a~' ,16 nM'tl~_at&dJ' very few 
~ ,ere toune. OA 'ti1e tar Ml1'; ud' t.il.e 1:·1'-~ ati ~t preseAt 
a l"erm able ba:trrl r as hEUi been 6:t,pGO__a. Due te ,~oel1aJ1t pla.n.nlng 
Oil 'tile J ,:vt C!>t 'l\\~ supp-ortin - 'e~tn(le~s ua the sm;ooth 'tt(U)r.t~!,1'U!ttion 
b6tw&ll. the' division elem:en.im, the d1v1rd..QI1en -l,mee'rs ami the. m1J)por'l,n~ 
~' i,neer FOtlps. the .p0~at1on ocoam,. iii 'the -w~ds et'the :tnfd r:r~ ,\ 
n Jus.t e.J1$t :'81." d.a:Wl rlverft

• I 

1	 .. 1Ml:
 
A ~" 2. to FO Ie,
 

I 

UI)

f, 
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