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Tel Lt o?:. Monnier from Lt Col Wanner (Bxeec O

XV Corps t The 44th Inf Div found a stook

‘:t: of 10 mines in thelr sector yesterday.
were found laid. i '

Lh KL RES . ACTION TAKEN
ZPERIOD 0001-2400 ) December 1944:
0445 Major Billups: Balley Bridge at Ffaffennoffen
- wae begun at and completed at 0400, It was
built by the 1277th Engrs
0815 Capt Rickey, C0 Co A: Reports to Bn COP to Culvert at
: discuse various methods of constructing roadblocks Rothbach pres
on the division left flank, It was decided that pared for dee
eratering charges placed in the road would be most molition by
ractical if the terrain is suitable, because of let Plat Co A,
ack of sufficient time to construct a more elabe liinefield &
orate block in time to be effective. mined road
| block and eras
tcﬂa charge
placed at el
839338 by Co A
Minefield and
mined road '
glaool b h o
latoon Ae
sketches subs
| mitted 2 Deec
0840 Tel Maj Lowe, iwec 0, to G=3: Request ine
- formation on road block construction control.
Answert Infantry support will be given. Joint
engineer-Infantry reconnaissance should be made
to determime sites. Gud will take initial action
to inform Infantry and Cavalry groups of desired
gooperation, Bloocks will be closed upon order of
CO 397tk Inf or of GO 1567th Inf, depending upon
sector, Ge3 will inform us when bloocks are no ‘
longer needed. Infantry will furnish fire power !
to cover blooks. '
0910 Verbal from lst Bgr Debney, Co B: Co B
yesterday removed four (4) road blocks in the
vieinity of Obermodern. Alse removed culvert -~
previously installed east of Muhlhausen. One
platoon supported the advance of the 179th Inf.
0910 Lt Col Monnier to Gen Butler: Recommsnd that
road blockes on the divieion left flank consist of
cratering charges.
Answer: This will be satisfactory if the terraln
iz suitable.
0915



1000

1030

1106

1200

RS ) ACTION TAKEN
Tel Lt Foster to Lt Lipsoomb, Co C: Major
Billups reguests you sweep roads ﬂ‘;rromftoa
northwest to Muhlhausen; road Nieffern to Engwiller
to a point mortheast thersof (coordinates 905340),
Road Unrwiller back to Muhlhausen; road Ffaffene
noffen straight north to Eng;uhr; road Pfaffene :
noffen to Mieteshelm; road Pfaffeanoffen to Uedere o
ack, These roads are to be swept carefully. The : 8

*

. roads not cleared and leading off therefrom must X
| have warning sigas, .

Tel T/Sgt Buseby, Se2 section, to XV Corps Ge2 notified,
Bngr: Request information oan TOPY mine, - OCE publice
Answer? ‘mine is entirely of plastic and wood, ation ob :
124" dismeter, 5" high, overall weight is 20 1bs, from XV Corps
contains 124 pounds explosive, has a glass chemical Eagr and ree
igniter and is of a black color, Detalled ianfore roduced in

mation 1s found in OCE Publication 848.01, copy of Int Bull
which is available at XV Corps dquarters ;1. 8 (2 Dec)
. $ 8t made o

all Piv und

Tel Capt Frank, CO Co €, to Maj Billups, S-5: Lt Foster
Request the use of a tank dozer and would like to ‘'to gulde dozer
have it sent to Company CF located in Pfaffennoffen.from Wicker ~

sheim to Pfaff
ennoffen.

Tel from Capt Padgett (Div CW0): Inform Major . i
ltui’ :‘;hat the neareet Chemical Pump is located ! &
a .

Tel ¥aj Billups to Capt Tauscher, 4DE: Contact ;
Division Ged about an MSR route to Pfaffeaneffen ‘;J
so that we can ia tura notify XV Corps Engr. ,

Tel Capt Tauscher to Maj Billups: The routs,
as approved by Ge4 is: The route nfeldem~Altdorfe
Ettendorf-iingeldorf-Ffaf fennoffen will become the
ﬁ as soon a# the Quartermaster moves to Pfaffea-

fen,

Tel Capt Frank, C0 Co C to Maj Billups: The
road from Pfaffennoffen west to Obermodera has been
swept by us, At 882262 we found two wooden box
mines each consist of 8 kil of explosive |
with a pressure igniter. One e wa® buried in
the shoulder of the road., In this vielnity was
found a Cerman motoreyclist who had hit a mine,

Tel from Capt Tauscher t’ Maj Billups: L%
Terrell (General hﬂ:;‘du reports t he came
down the road ugen towards Pfaffeanoffen.
Just east of the at 902275 he found a tree road

block and beyond that a:.!ﬂﬂl the bridge is out. o
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Tel from Lt Bridges, €O Co B to Maj Billups:
We have almost completod sweeping road between
Obermodern to Pfaffennoffen, also Menchhoffen east
to Obermodern, The bridge at Nieffern (873297)
is class 40, steel girders and concrete. It is
approximsately 16 ft wide and 20 £t long. We have
swept all the roads in our sector as far as the
CR at 900525,

Lt Foster (Ase't Se3) to Maj Billups: Our tank
dozer whioch is with Co A 325th Engrs was unable to
“work on road block at 7935330 due to enemy fire, The
tank dozer is to veturn to Welnbourg and block will
be removed tomorrow if situation permits., Co "A"
326th Lngrs was instructed that if the dozer was
urgeatly needed by the 120th Engrs tonight, we will
gontact them with orders as to where the dozer
is to report. 3 :

Tel Maj Billups to Lt Lipscomb, Co C: The
wooden stringer bridge at Pfaffennoffen (909275)
according to bridge classification chart is class 12,
and must have a classification marking indicating such.
It will paes 24 ton vehicles, Notify the 180th
Infantry and the MP's,

Lt riolls' Co B to Maj Billups: The following
are the company's activities for today: Lt Ficket's
platoon supported the attack of the 179th Int;
ewept roads Uhrwiller-Nieffern and picked up 3 Teller
mines, He destroyed 31 Teller mines altogether.

Lt Dayton took care of road clearing, except from
Muhlhasusen to Nieffern and Obermodern-Pfaffennoffen,
The road Muhlhausen to Nieffern is not swept for -
mines. The Muhlhausen to Uhrwiller road is blocked,
but 1t's a elass Clj.

Ma jor Billups ordered Co B to block road Uhrwiller
east and south to 899300 and also to remove the
treadway bridge from 887289, 4As soon as the site
uation permits, Co B is to clear road Engwiller
south to Pfaffennoffen.

Tel from Capt Frank, CO Co C to Maj Billups:
The company swept the roliowlng roads: Ffaffennoffen
o Nelidermodera east to the XV on the 94 grid line,
From Neidermodern east to Ueberach to la Valek to Kinde
willer to Bitsohhoffen to Pfaffennoffen, Cleared

road blooks in town of Bitschhoffen and repaired

roads therein. 2 wooden mines were found at 88227z,
Major Billups: Co B will work on bridge on road
leaddng northweet from Pfaffennoffen if they are

not needed elsewhere. '
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09156

1040

Weather: Partly eloudy - Warmer

Tel from Lt Bridges and wae given these
instructions from Maj ups: OSweep for
mines on recad Muhlhausen down towards Pfaffe
;nnorgonountil you contact the sweeping party

rom Vo ©,

Tel Capt ¥Frank to Lt Opl Monnier: I have
on hand 9 l4einch I beams, 27 ft long for a 24
£t span for bridge at Pfaffennoffen. What

~ will be the class loading of sueh bridge?

Tel Maj Billups to Lt Lipscomb, Co C:
The classification of such bridge uiil be

. elase 37, using only the material on hand now,

Tel Maj Billups to Capt Frank: I will
send one Broockway truck and the acetylene welder
to you at 'faffennoffen.

Tel Maj Billups to Lt Bridges, C0 Cp B: °
The lumber for your timber struec at 886209
is on the way. Go ahead and remove the treadway -
bridge. Traffic is not flowing much thru there. e

Capt Martin (Lisson O 110let Gep)s
There is 72 £t of M2 Treadway avalaible at
Lutzelbourg, '

Conference at the battalion CP: Dise
oussion of the draft of the plan of operations,

The general plan is that the 45th DPiv is to attack
to the north and extend the left half of the sector

- 80 that our forward line runs in a northe-south

direotion along the Zintzel stream line., The attack
is to take place in three phases, the first one
beginning today. 00 4 1s to follow the 157th Inf and
be prepared to bridge stream vicinity of Zinswiller,
and later in the violnity of Niederbronn. As the
attack progresses, Co A will perform the engineer
work mecessary to seal off the left flank of the
divigion in cooperation with the 157th Ianf, Co B
will continue in support of the 179th Inf and will
repare to cross the bridges in vieinity of
5unn;nghtsohofton and later along the stream line
between Cundershoffen and Niede nn, somewhere
in the near vicinity of Reichshoffen which will
be the company's right flank.

b
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1150

1248

1300

14350

1445

1550

Co © will continue to support the 180th Ianf, and :
will be prepared to make at least one cros near
Ustenhoffen: They will alse be prepared to. make

a erossing between Gundershoffen and Metzwiller.

The attack will be followed closely to obtain

early reconnaissance along the stream line and
detalled information will be submitted as soon
as obtained through battalion headquarters in
order that bridge equipment will be properly ordered.
The reconnalssance section will continue to check
along stream line for possible sites and the woods
line on the division left flank for possible
routes of entry to be blocked by engineer work,
Ma jor Billups requeets the use of a Juickway Crane sent by
orane from the 1101lst Engr Group to be employed 1101st
in bdbridze construction at Pfaffennoffen, to Co C in .
: - Pfaffennoffen.

Message « lorning Reﬁortz Co B swept the

‘following roads ;utorday. ObermoderneMenchhoffen

Schillersdorf, From Muhlhsusen to <utzendorf to
Nieffern and from Uhrwiller to Nieffern.

Verbal Lt Foster, Ass't Se3: Reports that one

Brockway truck and = one welder with cutting tools

were taken to Co ¢ to aseist in bridge construction.
Brockway was not neceded because guickway crane arrived
earlier than expected., Tec gostoj is now at Co €

and will be returned to H&S as soon a® work is
Cﬂpldtoﬁ . ,

Tel from Capt Tauscher, 4DE: New Pivision
left boundary (100th Inf Div on left) rums on
straight line through points 780340880430,

Tel Lt Col Monnier (calling from Co ©):.
Quickweay crane from the 110lst group is now
belng used to place steel stringers on Co C's bridge
at Pfaffennoffen, will be through with that Job at
1530, From there it will go to Co B's bridge at
3886289 to place bent. From there it will go %o

{edermodern where Co C will use it to pull vertical
members out of roadblock. Have someone guide 1t
from 666269 to Niedermodern..

Tel Lt Col Monnier to Maj Billups: I have two Co "B" was
men from Lt Dayton's platoon (Co B) to act as guldes contacted
for the quickway orane, The crane, upon complstion and
of work now engaged in (setting steel for dge at
Pfaffennoffen) will go up to Co B for use in setting  made
the center bent of bridge at w8862689. Upon completion
of that task, it will be roleased. There is an officer
with the orane and he will take the crane back to
its rightful place. ; '
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1640

1915

1940

the roal leading from Ffaf

"

t

The new division boundary has besen Woa as
follows: 7834«79 i 5=~820425= « The

597¢h Ianfantey is pushing olf to arrive at this
boundary tomorrow. Lt Col Monnier thinks it would be
wise to leave one tank dozer at Co A 325th “ngre and
to %;va the other one avallable for use ip the other
28CTOT . .

Pvt Dutton (Ron Section); reports road recoane

‘alssance and road classification as follows: Road Offe

willer to CR 866339 to Bischholtz is class Cly. From
CR 866339 to Muhlhausen road is class Clj, There is
e elass D1, 1/4 ton trail from 859325 to 869332 now
in use, Hoad Nieffern-Uhrwiller class 0:1‘roal-
Uhrwiller to UR 887289 is clase B2, road leading east
and south from Uhrwiller to Kindwiller is class Dlj;
rond leading morthwest from “"faffennoffen to CR :
887289 is class B2, The road Pfaffennoffen<Bitsche
hoffeneMietesheim 18 class Blj; the road Bitschhoffens
west to Kindwiller is class C2 and the stretéh of
rosd from Obermodern to 836322 i1s class Cl, '

Tel Lt Bridges, Co B, to Maj Billups: The 179th
Inf is well up and into the woods west of Cumbreche
tschoffen viclalty of 900340, s afternoon an
enemy counterattack of tanke and infantry developed
coming out of Gumbrechtschoffen weet along the road
and extended up as far as the curve on the road at
908342, Thie counterattack is under control. The
plans for tomorrow appear to be that one battalion
will continue attack on “ngwiller; another battalion
i# to attack northeast into Sumbrechtschoffen but
they think they will not be able to take the towng
another battalion intends to croes the creek west
of Gumbrechtschoffen and teke the high ground in the
vie of 920350, The plans of the infantry are not
completely settled as yet, but it is almost certain
that there will be no orossings tonight,

Tel Capt Frank to Hag Billups: Today we swept

ennoffen to liletesheim,
The bridge whioh we are working on at Ffaffennoffen
will not be completed until tomorrow.

Tel Lt Bridges to Maj Billups: One battalion
of the 179th Iafantry is iupus off to take Gumbe
rechtschoffen before midnight; they do not know the
exact hour, Zhey hope to be able to take the town,
The tankes to accompany troops golag across the river

will not have truck extensions, Therefore we may be
able o use Ml treadway, I will plck hggﬁglng
material, whatever is avallable at the .

b

There nn been a “h the plan-' for m.‘
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2000
2030
2100

2106

2120

21286

2145

Tol laj Blllups to Oapt Willlams \Bwo aro.’ e
Capt "illiams informs MaJ Billupe that the unit _
supporting the attack (47th Tank Bn) does not have

tanks with track extensions therefore Ml treadway will

suffice for our needs

Tel Maj Billups to Capt MoQuaid (4ss’t 5«3, 157th):
Capt MeQuaid states that the 157th Inf does not intend
to make any further advances tonight, .

Tel Maj Billups to CO 47th Tank Bn: OO0 47th
tank Bn states that he believes there are some units
which have their tanks equipped with track extensions
therefore the need arises for l2 treadway,

‘Tol Capt Sandelin (8.3, 180th Inf): We do not
expect to make any river croesings tonight, however,
there is a remote possibility of crossing at 9263858,

~ Tel from CO 47th Tank Bn to Maj Billups: Our Co
"C" tanks, operating in the northwest, has track exe
tensione, Our battalion maintenance has removed these
extensions from the other company tanks

Tel Maj Billups to Lt Fieslde, Co B: The tanks
employed tomorrow in the 179th +nf attack do not have
track extension but the tank company supporting the
180th inf will require M2 treadway bridge, therefore
we muet plan on adepting the bridge to meet the need,
The time interval betwsen the two passing unite is
enough to permit necessary work on the brildge.

Tel My r.rgnion, Age't Se4! Ve have on hand here
200 pes o® 5 x 9 lumber and 1 truck load of & x 8's,

Tel Lt Fielde to Maj Billups: Lt Daytoan's ADE, Gu3
b:lﬂ a:”egzlac was completed and ocpened for traffie lot{ttoc_
at 2 «

Tel Capt Tauscher, ADE to 8.3: GeB orts that
the 157th iaf is now in Zinswiller and 1s asking for
a bu&s‘. :

Tol S«3 157th Inf to Maj Biliups: 157th Inf

b Cwd
reporte that infantry troops entered z&nlwilior with

no opposition and have proceeded beyond the town. The

bridge there is cut and Capt Riokmyirgg-ﬂo‘:i has been

in contact with the 157th Inf OF,
in tonight.

ge 1 bs put

«T=



PERIOD 00012400 5 December 1944
Weather: Rain, unsettled

Al Ra RES ACTION TAKEN _
0025 Capt Rickey (Co A) to S5-3: As yet we have Bridge train with
no information on bridge in Zinswiller other 45 £t of M1

than that 1% i1s Plown, Lt Etherton has gone to Treadway alerted
make a reconnaissance of the bridge, but the town with orders to
has not yet been all ocleared. Will want 45 ft roceed with
of treadway ready in forward area in order to put Capt Rickey to
bridge in as soon as site is secured, Offwiller

0050 Tel Maj Carroll (S3, 157th Inf) to Capt
Riokey: 2nd Bn reports that they now are about
half way through the town of Zinswiller and still
have met no resistance. A fire figlt 10'50138 on
to the east, apparently from the 179th Inf sector,
Have no further report on the bridge.

0215 Tel Lt Farley (S-2 Office, 157th Inf) to Sa3: ¥
Wie have a combat patrol of 50 men in Zinswiller, :
who have reached the bridge site and are ree
ceiving fire from the other side., We will ese
tablish a bridgehead for Co A of the Engineere
to build a bridge. Gap has been reported as 60
feet; Capt Rickey (Co 4) has left to go to the
nitogiand requests another Brockway truck and

. S 3 P
3 =N S T

e b
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additional treadway,

7350 Capt Williams (8.3, 179th Inf) reports towny Lt Bridges, Co
of Gumbrechtshoffen taken. Bridge out. Wants B instructed teo
L% Bridges to contact his regiment at once. report to 179th

! Int CP

0430 Lt Picket, Co B reports by tel that he has Co O notified
been to bridge at 921339. It has a 70 £t gap to deliver one
He has found a place where he can install a culvert to Co

double culvert with fill., Tanks had gone across B at Obermodern.
the stream nearby.

0530 Tel Maj Billupe to Se3 157th Inf: 8.3, 157th 4
states that at this time, Capt Rickey informs - ",
them that the tank ford at Zinswlller is located A
100 yards downstream from the bridge.

0815 Tel Lt Bridges Co B: Reports that Lt Pilcket

wae wounded by enemy fire. The bypass at 922338 ;
was not completed. -Two trucks were damaged, d
neither serioudly, but one has a hole through
the gas tank. The area is under fire and we
cannot sontinue work until the high ground is
teken, The first tank across struck a mine,
The area was swept for mines and we do not know
at this time whether or not more tanks have
orossed, .

N =
—
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0930 Tel Lt Bridges: ports to Maj] Billups m

r T;Ef
General Butler orders a tank dozer for the comps at Co C uili YE

letion of work on bypass at 922338 sent to meet
, Lt Bridges at
Obermodern at f}
1015 1&
0950 Tel Lt Bridges to Maj Billups: Bridge site '

at 9215339 is suitable for a bailey bridge., The '
two oculverts are now installed at the bridge site '
however, the bailey bridge can be constructed over |

1010 Tel Seg 157th Inf %o 5-3: Co 4 of the A

Engineers is working on stream crossing in Sinswiller
and will have traffic crossing in 30 or 405 minutes.

1018 Megsage from XV Oorps Engr (Lt Col Wanner):
*Info is requested as to which roads in your zone
have been swept for mines, width of lane swept,
and whether or not signs have been posted."

Capt Hales (8-4): Ve now have water points '
in operation af Hoehfelder, Bouxwiller and
Ettendorf »

Tel Capt Frank (0o C) to S-3: What bridging ‘\Qf‘\
will be available to me for stream croseing in

the 180th Inf sector?

Answer: We have available 72 feet of M2 treadway
45 or 90 £t of Ml treedway (depending on what

Co A uses), plenty of lumber, and 2-36 inch culverts
ready assembled, :

1045 Tel - Lt Col Monnier (calling from 157th CP) N\
to 5<3: Co A will have bridge at Zinswiller compe
leted in about 30 minutes. is supposed to be
only 80 ft, and treadway is being used. Co A has
completed sweeping road Offwiller-Zinswiller,
Bridge at 882364 (northeast of Zinswiller) is
reported blown, The road at Co B's bridge in
Gumbrechtshoffen is 16«18 ft wide.

1100 Pyt 01lle (Recon section, reports road Offwillere
 Zinswiller is class Bl#. 9

1118 Tel - Capt Tauscher (ADE) to S-3: Lt Oleson, :
Reconn Officer, suggests XV Corps Engr be notified-
of broken sewer in Bouxwiller, and that, meanwhile, i
we fence off the kole in the street. Hf'- are ree Yo
routing traffie, ;

1126 __Te) - Lt Col Monnier to Maj Billups: OCapt K
!1iiol has not yet completed the bridge at
ller on account of enemy artillery fire.

wle

:

ol

:

e

.
E T T

LY



480

1145
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1840

1405
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1435

1508

15386

S— e S
Tel « Maj Billups to 1101st Engr Group: There g
is a broken sewer 11:. in the town of Bouxwiller. 5

We would like for someone from your unit to repair 1t.
Maj Billups is informed that the 110lst Engr Group
does not have any bailey bridge material available

but this can be obtained from IV Corps Engr dump.

Tel « Capt Frank repowrss to Maj Billups:
For the proposed stream crossing at 947314, tread-
way equipment is preferred rather than steel
culverte, If it is decided to install steel oculv-
erts, four of them will be neoessary, together
with a tank dozer to cover the oulverts,

"
Radio - Capt Riokey (Co 4) to Maj] Billups: CAP® Tauscher

Tanks forded across ocreek in town, Bridge not hit, Notified %
Radio - Capt Rickey (Co A) to Maj Billups: Capt Tauscher

Bridge not in yet. and Lt Col

Angwer: Inform us when bridge is in, lionnier

; g . notified.

Tel = Lt Col Monnier to Lt Oleson (Recon 0): CaptThuscher
The steel bridge constructed by Co C at Pfaffen- notified. Y
noffen was opened for traffic at 1130 hours. /

Radlo - Capt Rickey (Co A) to S-3: The brid
at Zinswiller will be in by dark. Vill send details

ht.ro r !

Verbal « Maj Billups returning from Co A 35s6th Lt Col
Engrs reports our H&S tank dozer is now en route Monnier
from Co A 325th Engre %o Co C 120th Engrs. Notified.

Tel = Lt Col Monnier (ealling from Div Hg):
Capt Frank has "'i: the roald for mines from la
:ﬁiek to Mietersheim to Engwiller and back to la

alck.

Tel « Se3 179th Inf (Ga{t Williams) to,Naé Ge3 18
Billups: Lt Bridges (Co B) is at the bridge a notified of -
921339 with a tank dozer now and has gulded other present
tank aocross the stream., At present 1% 1s diffioult bridge
to work on the bridge. situation.

. Tel - Lt Bridges (Co B) to Maj Billups: One Capt Tauscher
of the culverts at 921339 has been partially damaged notified. W
by tank dozer, therefore the ford will have to he M9
used. The two tanks which hit mines in the ford
will be removed. :

Tel - Maj Zebley (S.3, 297th Inf) to Maj Billups:Confirmation
Co A 325th Engrs, attached to this unit, will have  received
use for the tank dozer now at Rothbach, A check  thru G.3, thra
will be made and you will be notillesd. gg;z:?!:fth.
.
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1800 Tel - Lt Lipscomb, Co C, to Maj Billups:
If treadway equipment is required at 947314, we
will notify you. We have one steel culvert on hand,

2408 Tol Lt Bridges, So B, to “t Col Memaier: A tank retri /e
A Bailey bridge can $n installdd at 921358; one  was asked for

hundred feet should suffice. We need a % from 47th
retriever to remove the two tanks from the ford, :gi
¢ B
notlfg .

1638 Verbal - Prt Oille, recon sect: Rsports’
road olassification ac follows: Road Pfaffennce
ffen west and north to Zutzendorf is class Cl;
road Uhrwiller north to Zinswiller is olass Blj;
from CR 900326 east to Sngwiller north to
Gumbrechtshoffen ie class Clf.

1705 Tel » Capt Willlams, Se3 179th Inf) to Maj
Billups: Will we have a bridge at Gumbrechthoffen
tonight that will carry all traffiel

Answer: We have developed a ford near the bridge
site whioch is now carrying all tratfit*halthough

the far bank needs some improvement. e bridge
will take some time to complete..
1710 Tel » Maj Billups to lst Sgt Co B: Send tank
dozer (191st Tank 5n) to Rothbach to report to
Co A, 326th Sngr Ba,
17286 . Tel B3, 326th’' Lpgrs to Maj Billuill We will not:Co B, .lstvi
_need to use tha temk dozer tonight. Will ecall you Lt Baxter,
for it in the morning if and when we need 1t. 526th
Answer: Dogzer will be available at any time for notified.
the next 24 hours, on your call. Tank dozer
held at Co
1745 Tel « Capt Rickey, Co A to Maj Pillups:
‘ The bridze now under construction at Zinmswiller |
should be completed soon. You will receive a : ' f

radio message confirming such, Ve construoted
a bridge for 1/4 tons at the edge of the vovods,
northwest of Zinswiller. The reserve battalion
of the 157th Inf now has one platoon blocking
trails into woode on the l:ft flank, ;

: | &
1750 Tel Lt Col Monnier to Capt Rickey, Co A: kY
The oulvert in the woods at 883364 is out, %

.‘ ‘

thnrobz gserving the purpose of a road blook.

Contact the CO Co A 325th Engrs and arrnn?o
for this unit to take over the blocking o
tralls into the woods.

et

==

19156 ~ Radio - Maj Lowe (Exee 0) to Capt Rickey: o
Is the bridge completed? 5
wlle .lj:



2040

2100

2145

‘install a bailey bridge {approx 60-80 £t)

- one of the pipes was broken this afternoon,

- REMARKS
Badio « Capt Rickey (Co A) to Maj Lowe:

Bridge has been completed,

. Tel Lt Opl Monnmier to %J.oaol Pohl, XV
Corps Engr: Gen Butler believes we may *have to

tonight at Gumbreohtschoffen

Tel « Gen Butler to Lt Col Monnier: The
bridge problems now are at: 947314, east of :
Mietesheln and at 942341, Gundorliartsn. - confirms bﬂl’ vl
route will become important in the near mturo roblems, Ca ! s
Contact XV Corps Engr and request they replace .Frank notified,
the present treadway bridge in Pfaffennoffen with Tk
a timber structure., ' *Eﬁh
l._fj
.

Tol = Teo 4 Sebeoku radio sect to Maj Lowe:
Time of completion of Uo Avg bridge in Zinswiller
is 1900 hours,

‘Verbal « Lt Fogter (Ass't S.3): M/Sgt Mge
Alarais has Gelivered to Co C at Pfaffennoffen :
72 £% of M2 treadway and one 36" corrugated -
steel oulverst,

Maj Billups: Report on crossing site at
Gumbrechtshoffent The culvert whiech Co B put
in at bridgse site is not passing traffiec after

ford near the bridge site is paesing all

. tra2fie, but wrecked tank on far site is still A

there, There 12 enemy artillery fire (self-

propelled) falling elose to bridge site and _

along approach road on near side, This fire ;

would make it fnfeasable tc bring bailey bridge '

or other heavy equipment to site. One or two _

noro culverts could be added and more fill put %
but this would make it more difficult to N8

{ in a more permanent bridge later, Recommend g

f possible, to do no more construction until _ - N
high ground to northeast is oleared of enemy. .4
Tel -« CGen Butler to Lt Col Monnier! II.“ X Billups \?

Co B repalr culvert at Gumbrechtshoffen tonight, orders Co B to
even if 1t does damage site for mor permenent  additional pipes

bridzes We cannot take a chance on nt.r | in culvert tulli:
rising too high to use, |
Tel « Lt Col Monnier to Bél Ilurphy, 179th Inf: 'ﬂﬂ

Request any possible action to reduce enemy self

‘propelled fire on bridge eite in Gumbrechtshoffen )

Answer: 180th Inf is attacking tonight toward the

area where fire is apparently coming from. Also -
Smith, 179th Inf, may be able to give your men 3

more assistance, '



¥

Tel liaj Billupe to S35, Div Arty: Request ar

2215
" 4llery support for engineer work party at Gum Co B, note
rechtshoffen te reduce selfepropelled fire, 1!‘103. to
- y contact Maj
: Smith and
also %o ine
form Div Art)
of effeot of
: arty fire.

2230 Tel Capt Frank, Co C, to Ma} Billups: 180th
Inf has not taken bridge sites at (948315 (two
bridges) and Q943327, and does not think they will
be galned tonight, hn, they do.not expect to
get into Gundershoffen tonight. Therefore, we
will not be able to build any bridges tonight,

2236 Tel « Lt Col Monnier notifies XV corxs Engr
and the 110lst Engr Group that Balley bridge,
requested for possible use at 1945, will not
be needed tenight, k )

2300 Tel Maj] Billups to Maj Studebaker (Ge3 Off): G-3 notified
Tank retrievers have not yet pulled wrecked tanks that tank re=-
out of by pass at Cumbrechtshoffen, as was preve trievers have
fously requested. Would rather that they do not not yet removed
come up there tonight now, as they might draw fire wrecked tanks
on our work party. ; & do not want

them on site
until tomorrow
morning. \

PERIOD 00012400 4 December 1944:

; Weather: = Cloudy; intermittent showers. ;
- 0300 Tel - Lt Dayton, Co B, reports to Maj Billups: ADE notified
The oulvert at Gumbrechtschoffen now has a 3 feet
covering of earth.

0600 Tel « Pyt Dutton (Reconn Section) reports to Lt Bridges, Co B
Maj Billupst At point 903334, trees piled in the B, notified;
road by the wind are blocking the road. s mine sweepe

ing party in
that vieinity
will be able
to remove block
0835 Tel « Maj Billups to Capt Tauscher, “DE:

Two 1101st Engr Group officers have gone to ’
check bridge site at Gumbrechtschoffen, Permanent
gtructure will be constructed by XV Corps lnfrl
southeast ?r Me ffen 287) and east o
Mulhausen (869315). LtPeak (now on SD with Co B
{s sweeping the road for mines to Engwiller and N,

elle



0915

0920

0925

1000

1015

10350

1100

1415

Tel « Maj Billups to Lt Bridges, Co B:

Clear the road North of Zintzel River, Gumbre-

tshoffen, Niederbronn (922342) to Zinswiller
895368) as soon as situation permits.

Verbal « Tee 4 Nustad (Water ply Section) ADE nbtifi.&gﬁ
reports water pointes established at ngwiller, :
Pfoffennoffen and Bouxwiller, '

Tel Maj Pillups to S-3, 110lst Engr G&bu,:
Vhat are the possibilities of obtaining more
treadway equipment for future bridging operations?

Tel Capt Tauscher, ADE, to “q‘ Billups: Div Capt liohn{
G-3 has ordered for CO Co A 325th Engrs to assume Oo A is no ltp
responsibility of blocking roads into woods in the 1led to make
157th sector as far north as Rothbach, necessary

with 80 S25%h
Engr Bn, f

Tel Lt Bridges, Co B, to Maj Billups: 179th Lt Bridges

Infantry wants stream hriigod at 926361, ‘ to check site
and will re-
port material

necessary.

Verbal « Capt Donzf 1101st Engr Group -
returning from bridge te at Bumbrechtschoffen,
reports to Maj Billups that the water flowing
through culverts fills tubes about half way. There
1s 1} to 2 feet of earth over the culverts., There
was no traffic aoross the road at the time he was
there but trucks show that the road had been used
to some extent. At the time he was there, two

tank retrievers were attempting to remove the two
tanks which stmuck mines in the vicinity of the
ford and had the road blocked with cables.

Tel - Capt Tausochor to Maj Billups: Iy s
confirmed that the 465th Division passes to ‘I Corps
at nigzlght tonight., VI Corps forward CP is at
mm L

Verbal « Maj Billups to Capt Martin (1101st
Engr Group Liason Officer): Request Capt Martin
furnish us an additional 45 ft of Ml treadway not
later than 2000 hours tonight. We will expect an
answer this afternoon. Alsc requested for the 1101st

Group to make plans to replace the t readway
bridge at Zinswiller and to 1:Irov' the crossing at
Gumbrechtschoffen as scon as situation permits,

Capt Frank, Co C, to lqj-lsilupo: The road
from Mietesheim east to Mertzwiller has been swept

«lé-

-



1430

1435

1508

1600

1620

1700

a8 far as possible at present (950300), Ten box 7 6 M
mines and one Schu mine were found on this road. and
The road leading NE from Mietesheim has been swept {¢ .ﬂ‘g}iﬁ.
as far as the hill (vie 940314), One mine mq{u 90 n of M1
party iz now working from Mietesheim towards Utte treadway will
enhoffen, The 180th Inf is attacking at 2000 hours be ready. =
to secure ground at Uttenhoffen and at 948314, b
Request bridging material be available, iy

5 1

Verbal - Maj Billups returning from bridge at Lt Bridges Co
Gunbrechtschoffen reports the water flow of the ' B notified of
Zintzel River has increased and the culverts are condition .ﬁ 44
passing the maximum capacity of water, Brush has culverts

ac ted at the mouth of the culverts, direct- ordered to !'SJ
ing stream flow to hit beside mouth of one end move brush and
culvert thereby washing away fill at that parte install re-
ioular area. One of the tanks which kit a mine vetment by
~ in ford has been removed by the 47th Tank Bn damaged ocule
retriever (T2). vert, ADE
4 f notified. '
Verbal « Capt Martin (1101st Engr Group) VI Corps Engr
Arrangements are being made to turn over our M2 reques W 9
Treadway equipment to VI Corps. Your request Ih; Billups for
for 45 feet of Ml treadway wae not approved, bridging maters

The 1101st Engr Croup will remain with XV Corps ial: 45 't of

and will go to the west side ol Vosges Mountains Ml treadway, 1 -
in support of Corps : trestle and 8
ramps, ; , J

Lt Col Frantz reports to Maj Lowe: The bridge Lt Col Frants
at 926361 has a 6 foot ?iﬁi General Butler orders notified that
a bridge be installed a s point Lt Bridges

. ' Co Bis on a
bruto reconn
to site in
question.

Verbal - Pvt Oille, recon section reports road
elassification as follows: Road Pfaffennoffen.
northeast to Mietesheim northeast to Uttenhoffen
and from Mietesheim to Mertzwiller is class Blf.

The road Mistesheim west to Engwiller is class Clg;
the road Engwiller south to Pfaffennoffen is class Bli,.

Tel Lt Fields, Co B to l‘i Billups: Lt Bridges
has one platoon sweeping road leading from Gumbe-
rechtaschoffen north towards the bridge at 926361,

and has assigned Lt Peak to do the work necessary

on culverts at Gumbrechtschoffen.

Lt Peak, Co B reports culvert at Gumbrechtsch-
offen has been sand bagged and cleared of brush, Is
running about half capacity.

«)l b=
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1745

1805

1920

1940

that the 180

REMaRES
Tel - Lt Poa;iiﬂo B, reports further details
to Maj Billups: The culverts were sandbagged only
at the head; there was no need of placing anything
on top of the culverts or on the downstream side.

Tel Capt Devine (VI Corps Engr Sect) to Lt Col

Monnier: The 45 £t of Mlrtreadway which you ree
%uottod can be obtained at XV Corps lngr dump.
e will be able to relieve your Co C o gu::s duty

" at the sheet metal fabricating plant at Pfaffene
- noffen; also the maintenance erew of 1377 Engrs now

on the bailey bridge at Pfaffennoffen, For the
;:gyoaed stream crossing west of Gundershoffen at

540, 90 to 100 ft of bailey bridge will be
arranged for, y

Tol Maj Billups to Capt Reed (XV Corps Engr
sect): I am sending back one Brockway truck to your
dump, My needs are! 45 ft of Ml treadway, ono
trestle and two ramps,

‘Tel » Lt Bridges, Co B (calling from the 179th
Inf): to Maj) Billups: The bridge reported out at
926361 1s only a small footbridge. e problem

there is that the area around the bridge is all
swamp, about 150 yards wide, will r corde
uroy to pass any traffie., DNotify Lt Fields to

alert the 2nd and remainder of the 3rd platoonm
Have them stand by with their ploneer tools.

Tel « Capt_Frank, Co C, reports to ¥aj Billups
Infantry's proposed plan of attack
for te t has been ¢ ed, We have two road
blocks (vie 950350) to remove tonight. 3

Verbal « Capt Rickey, Co A to MaJ Billups: Co
A 325th Engrs has taken over the roaé blocks on
our left flank as far as offwiller as of 1200 today.
Four 3 kilogram charges were removed while olearing
road Zinswiller southeast to CR 907343, The r0ad
from Zinswiller north to CR 903371 is class Bl}
and has been swept to CR 903371, The streets in
the town of Zinswiller have been cleared of debris.
Major Pillups has ordered for Capt Rickey to sweep
the parallei road north of Zintzel River.

Tel Lt Baxter (GO Co A 325th Engs) to Maj

Billups: Tank dozer at Co B now, will work tonight
clearing road blocks. :

16w

ACTION TUEN

Capt Frank
Co C noti

of ’nnr( L SO
lief at metal
plant and of
avallability |
::1::%1;’ ol

er "!. 1
5 Dec, Ge3
notified of “
of bailey

mateflal

Power, § and
G-3 notified
of swamps,
Lt Flelds
notified to
alert the
2nd and 3rd4 ©
platoons,

L3

24

&

confirmation
of change of
plan received
thru ADE,




0955

1015

1020

_to 200 yards of swampy ground., I will commence

Tel Lt Bridges, Co B reports to Mej Billupst
The 179th Inf has oltnbltl on kill beyond swamp at

928361 and in order to supply and reinforce these
elements, the vehiecles have to pass through 150

epfuroying of road throvgh there at 2400 hours;
kelp has been offered me by Cd Murphy but I believe
this won't be necessary. Vith my company working
there, this work can be completed within five to

six hours, If this work is completed on time, I it
will move my CP,

Weather: ?artly cloudy, showers,
45th Viviston passed to VI Corps control,
- Treadway equipment requested from XV Corps
arrived at tho.gn g;. This consists of 45 ft
Ml treadway, one trestle and two ramps.

Lt Bridses, Co B, to Maj Pillups: One hune  G=3 contacted,

dred yards of corduroy road was constructed at but ne infore
928361, At this time we do not know whether tanke mation was se-
have crossed, Co B CP will move today to wools cured on tank
NE of Uhrwiller, There is still one remaini crossing

tonk in the ford at Gumbrechtshoffen, but 1t is cordirlr'=:::{
not hlndering traffic flow in any way. ' ¥

Tel Lt Col Schlotzhauer, Ge4 to Maj Billups: #
The division MSR will eventually be the route: '
Pfaffennoffen north to Engwiller to CGumbrechte
ghoffen, However, an alternate route is being . 1
considered and that is Pfaffennoffen east 9
then north to Mertzwiller., At the pros.n; A
time, the route Mulhausen and Northeast is in use,

-~ Verbal, Maj Billups: Reconnaissance section has
been assigned the mission of locating a betéer -
route that will carry light wehicles Lo reach point
934364, ;

Radio, Capt Rickey, Co A to Maj Billupst
Senpany novisg t¢ Sfiwiller.

- Radio = Ia{ Billgpl to Capt Rickey, Co Al
Check with the 157 nf on block west of 4inswiller.

Tel Lt 0'& Monnier (ealling from 180th inf):
Arrange with Vi Corps for 70 to 80 feet of “ailey
Bridge for the 180th Inf stream crossing, west of
Mertzwiller tonight. : |

=17-



1088

1115

1126

Tel Lt Gol Mosnier (callisng from 180th Inf) to
Maj Pillups: Oo C has one platoon at bridge site. 45
Foot troops are across gbtream but the dridge is e
definltely out, '

Capt Thompson of the 48th Engr Bn visits the CP 5
to discuss with Maj Billups, the desire:d support T
his organization can give us. The 48th &nf Bp 1s _ -,
supporting the 45th Division only, Their CP is in the fa
RR yards at Bouxwiller, Co A is moving up into the

Pivision sector this afternoon, It is agreed that the

48th Engre will take over maintainance of all roads

behind the Ffaffennoffen«Ubermodern~Ingwiller road

(inelusive), in addition to roeds Pfarfennoffene

Mulhausen, and ObermoderneUhrwiller., Also discussed

posn:lbili%y of having the 48th ingrs build bailey

br:le:go tn Mertzwiller tonight, if bailey is to be

us there,

Tel « Maj Billups to Capt Devine (VI Corps Engr X
Office): 180th Inf is now orossing stream at Mertzwiller -'
Bridge there is blown, and infantry reports gap to be

70 or 80 ft, If balley bdridge is needed, when will

it be gvailable,

asnswer: Lailey bridge traln is on its way to 45th

division seqetor now, with one company of the 48th

Engrs to bulld the dridge.

(Capt “hompson interposes to say that the 48th -
have no bailey bridge with them that they have only Capt Thompson
five Brockway trucks with treadway with them,) contacted Maj
Arrangements made to send balley bridge train to Co Darling te

A 48th Eng: which will bulld the bridge at Mertze arrange to
willer., dge train «nd Co A will be together get bridge
and ready to build bdbridge by 1800. ' train to
: his company.
Yol -~ Capt Frank, CO Co C, to S«3: Gap in Capt son
bridge in lertzwiller is 60 to 70 feet. The site  notified to
is good for balley bridge construction, with send snrw
straight approach, but not very good for treadway. from Uo A
Want party from or zation which will install 48th Engrs
bridge to reconnoi the site. to bri
site s
afternoon,
1/4 ton wvehicle of the 171st FA Bn hit a VI 0.% _
TOPF mine near the bridge site this morning, and Engr

»
we found 8 more in place (on bridge and in alley Ge2 and Co B
near the bridge). e mine had about the same notified
offect on the vehicle as a Teller mine, Uines of TOPF mine.
were planted in groups of three, and were easy
to spot by eye,.

e18~



1150

1215

1255

1308

‘have ot been able to get acroes cordurey re

§ REMARKS

Capt ‘hllthr, m. to Maj W

Co B bullt last night at 4928361, The 8t tank
t:;: tried 1t got bogged down before it reached
(] uroy. .

Tel Maj Billups to Capt Williems (8-3, 179th Inf):
What is the pituation at stream eressing and corduroy
road at 9283617 - -
Answer: Tanks are s tuck in the road. Lt Bridges _
knows what the situation is, Ve have not as yet .
taken the bﬂdgo at Cundershoffen e bridge is
eo

but _

blown {gap 30 t) and river ie hoodu n the vie, A
Tel « Col Thomas, VI Corps Engr, to Ma] Billups: ",
Reserve areas at lene‘horton, Uttwiller and Ffaffene &
noffen for VI Corps engineer units supporting the 3

division., VI Corps ts found a small booby trap,
looking like a powder box or snuff box in a German K
CV. in the southern sector. This will.be sent -

forward to all VI Corps skngr units for inspection. :}
We have also found two new types of delay devices, %

which will also be sent around. Ve want samples of
the TOFF minpe for inspection. :

Tel = Lt Bridges, Co B, to S.3: Tanks got stuck
on trall approaching corduroy road at (928631 before
they reached the corduroy. 179th 4nf was warned
before corduroy was begun that tanks might get stuck
in road on elther side, I can see no way in which
a satisfactory road could be opened in time to be
of practical use. A detail from Co B 1s being sent
up to mark a Schu mine field in vic of Q9534 (exact
location not kmown). Another party is being sent
to examine a bridge at (934348, which was captured
intact,

Verbal: Lt Cpl Monnier reports that Capt Rickey,
Co 4 has located a ceramic plant (enamel and cast
iron) at Zinswiller,

Tel Lt Col Reynolds, Ge3, to Maj Billups: The Maj Billups
bridge at Zinswiller must be replaced with a pere states traftf ¢

manent structure, likewise for the bridge at nust be
Gumbrechtshoffen. doubled ovel
nelghb
bridge while
replacement -

Tel: Maj Billupe to Oept Frank, Co C: Co 4 liln} Billups
orms

48th Engrs will install bailey bridge west of i
Mertzwiller., The reconnalssance party will check Bridges he
the bridge site before dark, the bridge train will be abl
will proceed thereafter to bridge site. to commit 1
. platoon Co
to help cor -

=10 o uroying ros



1440

1605

1610

1615

Tol Lt Bridges, €O Go B to Maj Billupss |

. I will coantaet the 80 of the supporting tank

company and inquire as to type of work required
for adequabe tank operations.

Tel « Lt Col Reynolds, @3, to Maj Billups:
Enemy troops now in viotnigy of Mertzwiller are
being reinforeed with elements from nau,
transported in every possible way. Ma] Billups
informs Ge3 that bailey bridge will be installed
by the 48th Engrs, '

Lt Col Swift, CO 48th Engrs, reports that
five trucks of M2 trea are available at Co
A 48th g if needed. stallation of the
bailey bridge VWest of Mertzwiller provided
local seeurity ie adequate, ahouli not be
aifficult. Lt Col Monnier has requested the 48th
Engrs assume responsibility of the bridges in
Pfaffennoffen constructed by us; ané has also
requested the bridge at Zinswiller and the three
culverts at Gumbrechtschoffen be replaced with
permanent structures,

Tel Maj Billups to Lt Lipscomb, Co C: The
M2 treadway will not be used. Notify the orew
to return with equipment to their unit, Capt
Snyder(CO Co A 48th Engrs) is now on the way %o
check balley bridge site.

Tel - Capt Tauscher, AVE to Maj Bill
Division requests road Mulhausen east to
be blocked at both ends.

Maj Munson (48th Bngrs) reports that he is
on the way to the 48th Engr CF at Ingwiller to
contact and ready the balley bridge train. An
officer of the 48th s will be assigned %o
stay at this office. Co A 48th Lngrs will move
upon orders received from this headquarters.

Msgr from Co B: OF now located at 907329,
800 yards north of Engwiller.

Pvt Dutton, recon section, to Maj Billups:
(Report on reconnaissance of Foret de Frohre®
vic of grid squsre K9138): All trails thro
woods which tanks have used are hy bow unusable
for any traffic; 1/4 ton vehicles are passing
through woode but are not uslug trails. The
trail from 904566-906387-9095065-912363 18 pass=-
able for light traffie, but has not been usedj on
the same trail, 916361-921361- heavier traffie
could be used, as 1t has a rock bottom. The
trail 921361 to 918368 is s:lsable. The trall
921358=910350 13Tgﬁllnhlo
s being used. B
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1710

1745

in bad condition uw;.. The road umm ;
903369 is olass Cl1, road running parallel
to Zintzel River on the north side is clase Blj. ok

Tel Lt Col Monnier,:calling from Co C) to Maj Billups, in-
Maj Billups: Bailey bridge train has arrived forms Capt Sand=
at Co C CF, CO0 Co A, 48th Engr Bn has been to eolin, S.3, 180th
the bridge site and has returned to his company. Inf, and estimate
Ope hundred feet of bailey bridge will be re- operation will
quired, hr:quiro 8 to 10
urs.

Tel Capt Frank, €0 Co C, to ll:g Billups: i 2
The road from Usberach east to CR 960275 and north L
towards Mertzwiller has been cleared to the edge
of the woods (980283) and one road block was re-
moved at this point, The road from Usberach NE
to Mertzwiller has been cleared and one road block

‘was removed at 953208, We found 10 TOP¥ mine boxes

P‘ 8 TOFY mines in the vicinity of blown bridge
960295) and constructed a small footbridge at

_ bridge site 960295.

I

1925

1950

Tel - Maj Billups to Lt Lipscomb, Co C: Lt
Col Swift, (CO 48th Engrs) suggests @apt Sayder,
now at your Co CP pick up enough timber for
traffic strippings.

Verbal, Lt Col Monnier (returning fram Co C):
reports that 1277 lnfl have reinforeced the ¢lass
12 timber bridge in Ffaffennoffen to class 40,

Tel -Lt Col Monnier to Lt Col Swift, CO 48th
Engrs: Go ahead and send bridge train to site.

Tel - Maj Erwin (G-4 Office( to Maj Billups: 48th 8,
Vehicle headlights may be used as far east and 8-4 notified.
north as Hochfelden., Dim out lights however, will
be used in town.

Tel Capt Tauscher, ADE, to Maj Billups: G-3
informe us the next area for divislion operations
will be along stream line from Guandershoffen
north to Niederbronn., This area will probably
not become important for about two days yet.
Ans: See Af you can obtain for us aerial photos _
of this area, K -

Tel: Lt Peak, Co B, to S.3: We added more »
f£111 on culvert at Gumbrechtshoffen today and
are going to add sandbags toanight., 3rd platoon
is now getting tanks out of mired road near Q92836l1.
Ans: 48th Epngrs will take over maintenance of
erossing at Gumbrechtshoffen tomorrow. They will

extend length of sulvert pipes, increase fill, and add

head walls,
-Ble
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Tel - Capt Rickey, Co A to Se85:

Today Co A swept road for mines from <inswiller
east to Gumbrechtshoffen. Road is class Blj.
Also swept road from Zinswiller north to Ober
bronn; road is class Blg, lie also jacked wp
ridge at Zinswiller and added more oribbing
were not able to use trestles because of
wreckage of old bridge underneath).
%ut in a road block on road north west out of

er, into hills, but are prepared te do =o

when it is called for,

Answer: 48th Lngrs will builéd timber hrldg at
Binzwiller tomerrow to replace treadway. i
their first priority Jjob.
about 2 hours while this is being done.

Tel - Lt Lipscomb, Co C to Maj Billups:
balley bridge train of the 48th Engrs has not
arrived and Capt Frank is looking for them now.

Tel « Maj] Billups to Capt Frank, CO Co C:
Bridge train left here at 1900 hours and L%
Lipscomb reports it has not arrived yet. I am
sending Lt Oleson to check on this bridge train
and he is to eall from your company OF

Tel = Capt Frank to Maj Billups: Bridge
train arrived at 2030 hours. Snemy self prope
elled fire is fslling to the left and to the
other side of town, but I don't believe any is
hitting near the bridge.

Tel Maj Billups (ealling from 2nd Bn 180th
Inf) near bridge site at Mertzwiller: 48th
::flnnrs have only started unloading bailey

train., Enemy fire from a self-propelled

gun is falling at the site, and one officer
of the brildge train has been wounded. One
truck of bridge train also damaged. Have not
been able to proceed with unloading of bridge.
Fire seems to be from southern or south-
east part of town., Major Munson of the 48th
Engineers has gone back t o consult with Lt
Col Swift, CO, 48th Engrs.

T

Lt Oleszon sen _
try to locate %

We have not

s is
Bridge will be closed

The

48th Engrs note-
ified, Ma) '
Munson (5-3) has
left to check on
bridge train

3 e

s
notified that
bridge is on
site and cone
strustion begun.
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ACTION TAKEN
Weather: Partly cloudy, showers.
0025 Tel - S.3, 48th s, %o Lt Col Monnier: S=3, 180th as.
Our men at bri&p eite tzwiller think contacted., Co C
enemy fire is coming from southeast. They has OP on hill te

don't think there is any infantry on the right south of bridge

flank, to the south, Do not think that bﬂdr site, whioh patrol

can be put in tonight, and it will be impossible just retur

after daylight. from. They think
enemy fire is
coming from the

'\ Mrth. A

0200 Tel « Chief of Staff to Lt Col Monnier:
Bailey bridge job at Mertzwiller will be called
off for tonight, Try it again tomorrow night.
unless there is a heavy fog in the morning and
you can do it then,

0400 Maj Billupe returns from bridge site at
; Mertzwiller, Reports that bailey bridge train
has been pulled off into woods to west of
bridge site. Enemy fire was still falling at
litl at 0250.

&%

0940 Tel Lt Col Monnier to Lt Bridges, Co B
barricade both ends of Muhlhausene 1ller
road and post with "Bridge Out” sigus.

0945 Tel = Lt Foster, to Lt Lipscomb: OSend the
three trucks of M2 tresdway to this CP,

1010 Tel CO Co C 48th Engrs to Lt Foster: MP officer, 179
Will pull treadway bridge at “%inswiller at 1200. Inf notified teo
New bridge will be open by nightfall. Will route traffic
notify you as soon as bridge is opened, over bridge at

Gmhmhtmtrn_.-{

1110 Maj Munson, S-35, 48th Hngrs, arrived at CO Co A 48th .
Bn CP to discuss with Maj Billups the plan for Engrs notified,
bridging stream at Mertzwiller. Déeilsion - Maj Billups i
arrived at is that installation of bailey bridge contaots Div
being first priority, will be attempted. If Arty for fire
this is not feasable, culverts will be placed support during

in site and the abutments broken down on these bridging oper- 1
culverts. Maj Munson reports Co C of his unit is ,¢ions, k
now located at Menchhoffen; Co B at Niedersoule y
tzbach; and Bn CP at Ingwiller, ‘
Co A attempted to remove guard wall at bailey Col Monnier &
bridge site but were unable on account of ine ADE recelived
ocoming enemy artillery fire. Consequently, this information
the bridging operation was postponed,

5w



1430

1440

1680

1550

This afternoon we will have a scouting party
ohui 1.::. stream below the site for a possible
oros '

Tel Maj Billupe to Lt Col Monnier: Div Arty Col Duum

has been contacted for fire sup during bridge CO 180th Inf

construction at Mertzwiller tonight. =Lt Col and ADE are

Monnier orders for dridge comnstruction to begin notified of

at du-k; althom there is e possibility of the proposed plani
ealle

bridge beling d off,
Tel « Lt Manson (Ass't 5«3, 179th Inf) %o Lt Col Monnier
Maj Pillups: The bridge (culverts) at Gumb- notified, Lt
mhtuh&,_ en at present require attention. Munson informe
ed 48th Eogrs
are respone
sible but in

meantime our
Co B will Iul.p

Verbal « Lt Col Monnier reports that the 48th Eng
work party ie now at the bridge at Zinswiller
and chtschoffen, Capt Rickey, Co A, has
been ordered to aaal;nu; squad to drala water
on road Bischholts to 866338 to Offwiller.
Lt Bridges, Co B on bridge reconnaissance %o
Gunderschoffen (943341) was unable to reach
gsite due to enemy fire; however a 179th Inf
Officer reports the bridge blown at this polint
(943341) (a 60 to 70 £t gap) and the area north
of bridge is flooded.

Tel « Lt Col Reynolds, G=3, to Lt Col Monnier:
There is no change in the bridse plan.

Tel = Capt Tauscher, ADE, to Maj Lowe: The Lt Bridges,

MP commander reports traffic block at 875297 Co B,

is caused by a orater and requests engineers ordered to

£111 this over. f£ill orater,

'1: Billups, returning from Div Arty and Lt Col Swift

Div Hq): Diy Arty Commander (Lt Col Arnote) CO 48th

now has 8 inch howitzers firing on two houses not=

dueharo'sugeom of bei sed as OP's by - ified of

the enemy, (971291 and 971295) and is making infantry and
. provisions for placing continuous harassing artillery

fire along the forward edge of the woods east plans =

of Mer ler on ewery possible gun position A
in that area, He has also arranged for coorde :
inated fire with infantry and the chemical mortar
units to provide continual coverage of the eutire
gone in our immediate front., At 1730 hours, in
conjunction with 180th Inf, he is arranglng %o
stage diversion area fires on Griesbach, Gundere
schoffen and Reiohshoffen.

o
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1600

- 1610

1620

1930

“Also, an demolition party en route to
‘rldgon o o

At DPiv g, I ooatum

to what extent we were to be prepared to :
obtalning crossing and he sta that he wa

to say, uommmuu‘n?-
at the bridge site in Mertzwililer reports tha
a heavy enemy artillery concentration fell in
vicinity of the dri gite Quring the day.

our was dispersed,

Tel Capt 'huomhm, to Maj Billups: g
;

may be a change the bridse operations

for toaight, due to an enemy countereattack i

now in progress, Stand by for fubther information,

Lt Porter, Ass't S-2, obtains, from (IU, photos
(4 adjecent prints of area around Helchshoffen, g
dated 4 Sept). - : 54

|
Capt Rickey, Co A, reports to S«8: Co 4
today improved road on south side of stream from
Zinswiller to “Yumbrechtshoffen, and road from
dinswiller north to Oberhwonn. Removed 5 tree
road blocks northwest of <inswiller., 135 beo
tn;zz:l hand des and 2 S-mines were f
:; 1m”mur :fdo of a timber rosd block in same
(4] T i

‘vt Cille, recon gection, to S-35: Tank dozer
(1918t Tank Bn’ ie in Rothbach and is out of commissiom.
Is being repaired by maintenance c¢rew from 48th irm*d
Div. ¥ill be repaired by 1800 and will report to Co A.

Lt Foster, Ass't -3, sent to Co C to find out
details of taohoal situation vie of Mertzwlller,

Tel » Lt Col Swift, CO 48th Engrs, to Lt Col,
Moanier: Our medieal o?ﬂo-r was 109!:[5; for aid
station site in Mertzwiller at 1545, when counter
attack developed and infantry started to leave the
town to go baek into woods this side of town. lle
saw of our tanke still in town (on near side of
river), but all infantry seemed to be leaving.

Capt Thompson, Liason O 48th ®ngrs, to Ma)
Billups: The bridge now be replaced at Zinswiller
should be completed at about hours.

Verbal « Lt Foster, returaing from Yo ¢ reports it Cod
that Capt Frank states ‘h bridging operation for to= Swift is

‘night 18 definitely off. We do not have any troops :
on east side of river; our infantry has dug in on this of the

gide of the river. § _ situation,

- -
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17556 mhdlo - lh’i“Il tr;” t;‘ Capt T;imhor;-’:ﬂ; m $:3
says no , on river geing in

this side." 3 i%‘,r

1755 !oo{ Nustad, water supply sectlon, reports “
water point in Ingwiller closed, Three waler : Jo iR

points now in operation = Zinswiller, Bouzwiller pr.

and Pfaffennoffen, 54

' Radio « Capt Tauscher, “DE, to Maj Billups: &,

Bridge job called off for tonight, i

Tel - Lt Col Swift, CO 48th Engrs, to Lt Col B

Monnler: Harrassing enemy artillery interfered e 7

o

with our work on bridge at Gumbrechtshoffen teday.

1800

1805

1860 Special msgr = Capt Tmnhof to Maj Billupst {54
"Bridge job ecalled oif for tonight." + 4

1850

_ fel Maj Munson, Se3, 48th Engrs, %o Maj Billups:
I shall motify VI Corpe that treadway qu'ﬂont :
wag removed fiom bri at 4ipswiller so t

they ean in tura notify XV Corps. n

1955 Tel = Sapt Thompson (Liason 0, 48th Sngrs) ADE notified.
to Maj Billups: The bridce constructed at '
Zipswiller is one s 0lass 40 and was opened '

for traffic at 1730 hours. .

2400 Tel = Oapt Harrington (G.3 Office) to Maj
Billups: 180th Inf has moved a platoon back
across stream at Mertzwiller.

PERIOD 0001 - 2400 7 Decombor 194%%
Weather: Cloudy, 1ntorl1§tont showers.

0830 Tel - Maj Lord (G=3 Office). The 180th Inf  Maj Munson
has no troops on far side of stream at Mertzwiller, informed.
It was combat patrol they had aeross last night _
(not a platoon). :

0835 Tel = Capt Tauscher, ALE, to Maj Billups: We Lt Bridges
are still getting oc-phintl that vehicles are notified &
127 ‘stusk in bad spot in road near Nieffern he states he
873297). has a group
of men
working on
site. i
0905 Tel Lt Lipscomb, Co C to Maj Billups:

At present there is not much work being done. Ve
constructed a footbridge to put in at stream
orossing at Mertzwiller and will place it as

gsoon as the situation permlts. Bailey
bridge train has returned to Co A, 48%h
oF decklng



1010

1100

1330

1345

1405

Y
behind near the bridge si

Tel - Sgt Little (VI Corps office) to
Maj Billupe: We wish to he:p ) the officer

from the 378th Engrs, wounded at Mertzwiller,
wag evacuated to. '

Lt Col Monnier, (returning from Div Hg.
reports a change in the 45th Div sector. :
Division's right boundary runs in the genersl
direction: ingwiller north th Gumbrech te
shoffen and points north, All divisional
units east of Engwiller and Cumbrechtshoffen
must move inside the division boundary. For
the stream erossing at Niederbronn, Col
Monnier suggests treadway bridge train be
arranged for anéd held in readiness at a point
below Oberbronn, :

Tel « Maj Billups, to Lt Duval (Ass't Be3
48th Engrs): The brf
is definitely called off., Our new boundary of
operations runs approximately from 8627 in the
direction of Uffenhoffen (940325)., Our Div
MBR will be shifted to the left and will run
thro our previous MSR pnamely, DPettwillere
1lle ler. The present Div MSR
running from hfelden north to Ffaffennoffen
will not be used by us.

Tel « Capt Harrington (Ge3 Office) to Maj
Billups: Col 0'Brien, 157th Inf CO, u;.nu an
engineer officer at his CP (z4nswiller) for a
conference at 1300 hours.

Pvt Lester, Tank Commander, reports he has
brought the tani dozer here for repairs.

Tel « Lt Col Moanier to Lt Col Swift:
Aecording to operations plan, 157th objective
is the high fronnd beyond Niederbronn (935410)
and our job is to bridge the stream at
Niederbronn, Lt Col Swift states that a part o

the new Div MSR (Dettwiller-FrintzheimeImbsheim)"

i unsuitable on account of tank traffie which

has partially damaged 1t. His suggestion is that

the road from 774162 to Steinbourg to Hattmatt
to Imbsheim be used,

Tel - Lt Col Monnier to Lt Col Swift, GO

Ma llllnwiﬁii%
left to trasce
thru 45th Div
Clearing Co.,

—

Lt Col Swift
Notified.

ng operation at Mertzwiller

Maj Billups
reports for
sonference. -

Lt Col
Sehlotzhausr
(G-4) approves

God Ewirs

Notiried.

Lt Col Swifs

48th Sngre: The new Diy MSR from 774162-Steinbourg agrees to

Hattmatte . mbsheimeBouxwillereIngwiller-Rothbache
Offwiller and as far as Zinswiller

aliPe

maintain
Div mb
ADE not:l.ﬁoll



1615

16350
1800
2000

Tel « Capt Hales, S-4, reports water point ADE notified .
at ller c_].;ul ;nd a new water point iy
establiched at Uhrwiller.

Tel Maj Billups, calling from 157th Inf: ADE notified
Lt Smith's platoon, K, will make stream %
ecroseing tonight or early in the moraning at -
921599, northeast of Niederbronn, for the 3rd Ba 2]
157th Inf to cross to ground to north. Arre e ]
angements heve been made for a truckload of M2 3
treadway to be on hand at Co A if it is needed B2
for the .oroasing. although it is thought eculvert S
will suffice, Co A has been alerted to give local Y
seocurity to bridge train if treadway is used. R
The 48th Engrs have agreed to take over maintenance R
gr EBR Rgthbaoh-ﬂimnor’. Send tank dozer from 5.
0 to Vo A % '

Tel = Div Arty to T/Sgt Huseby, '«2 section: Told te om{%
Request use of a bulldozer to dig in guns for the taect Co A in
938th FA Bn supporting 158th FA Bn at 885350, Zinswiller

for dozer., 1

Bn CP closed at Uttwiller. (819277)
New Bn CF opened at Rothbach (849342).

Tel Maj Billups to Capt Tauscher, ADE:
Oavalry Recon reported a craterat asiuo to

Co &, Cop A proceeded to commence work on

this reported crater but encountered a tree

road block beg from 870372 and extending :
to 865380, Co B maintained the rpad from Uhrwiller
to Engwiller and rrea Engwiller north to Gumbe
brechtschoffen. Co C is moving to Uhrwiller,

The 48th Engrs have agreed to malntain the new

Piv MSR; ina ddition the road from Rothbach to
Muhlhausen and the road Obermodern to Zutzendort

to Nieffern to Uhrwiller to RJ899325 to Gumb
rechschoffern., Notify the MP's to post signs

for direction of traffic flow aleong the new
Division MSR,

EFERIOD 00012400 8 Pecomber 1944:

QM requests the use of a

Weather: Cloudy, slightly warmer, showers. : ¥

Tel Capt Tauscher to !lqi Billups: The Div Lt Bridges i
dozer at Menchhoffen Co B, ordered

. to furnish
-dozer for QM

e wyre -



1030

1055

1100

1125

1245

w ACTION TAKEN
Tel liaj Darling (VI Corps hﬁs:ut} to
Maj Lowe: Col Thomas, VI Corps s Tequests

Lt Col Monnier to be present for a meeting of

all division engineers to be held in Dettwiller

at 1400 hours.

Tel Lt Col Schlotzhauer (Ge4) to Maj Lowe:
Under authority VOCG VI Corps, each infantry
divisional engineéer unit is authorized two
tank dozers. :

Tel = Maj Billups: The 1657th Inf has not
made any stream crossing yet.

Capt Thompson (LO 48th Engrs) reports to
Ma § Biliu.pl for discussion of brid plans at
Niederbronn and Reichshoffen. Cap son
sts that arrangements be made with 45th
Div Chemical Off for laying a smoke soresn
at these two places to protect bridgiang erew,

Maj Billups to Maj Munson (5«3 48th )
Our infantry has not crossed the stream a Cw
derbronn yet. Capt Snyder (CO Co A 48th )
and Capt Rickey are now at the 157th CP and are
keeping abreast with situation.

Tel = Capt Padgett (Div CWO) to Maj Billups: t Podgett
According to the Co Cml Off, the nearest :ﬂx
chemical dump is .trgmu; this 1s too distant smoke pots
to serve any good purpose at present, However, and wi
there is a smoke generator company located now inform this
at Dortzheim and we can arrange for 300 smoke headquarters
pots which should suffice for one bridging opers of their
ation, The manner in which these pots are used, losation
is six per 100 yards, the life of one pot is six
minutes, My plan is to have a dummy screen golng
at the same e, For the other bridging opere
ation at Relchshoffen, I can obtain more smoke

ots if notice is received with sufficient time
advance. An alternate plan would be to employ
the chemical mortar troops to lay a smoke screen
provided their present ammunition supply is

adequate., .
Tel « Tee 5 Zampol, ADE sect, to Maj Billups:

The 179th Inf has removed their road block at
929371, consisting of nine M1lAl mines.

Maj Billupe reports that the 180th Iaf has t Frank
requested six, ei man rubber assault boats ; fled,
| W, :

o v
i e ey

3
Ve
1

-':_

4

4

v

e

i " TE MR
.m._ ——— e 5“\—"!-—'“. st s e b

: 3@.& L



IIME
1410

1510

1645

1745

RULARKD

Verbal « Pyt Oille, Recon sect: Reports
the bridge out at nmi. The road from Obere
bronn %o the bridge at 919401 is blocked by
trecs at two places, one at 915394 and one at
9213597; the latter, as seen from a distance,
bei ol%muto also the trall leading to
the left (915398) is bloocked at its initial
point, The bridge at 919401 is a timber strue
eture and will not earry any vehicles over a
23 ton;past this bridge, 30 yards from point
of road intersection, and on roads ruani
paralles to stream, there are two blooks,

Maj Lowe returns from Div Hq with this
information: G.3 states that the 180th Inf will
need a footbridge for crossing Bunda + Gen
Fredericks wants an engineer plan tten up
%o cover proposed operation. Lt Col Monnier
knows the tactical plan. The field order will
be out this evening., Power 6 wants this engineer
Plan by 1500 hours tomorrow.

Tel Maj Billups to Ma Parling, VI Corps
Engr pect: We v:lﬁ need li’.x h-m'rubborrgoct.
and one hundred feet of roet‘rugo for a stream
erossing 10 Decembder,

Tel = Capt Holland (45th Clear Co) to Ma
Billups: At our present location (Bouxwiller
we have encountered a booby trap with a waraing
sign posted by your unit,

Tel Capt Lee (VI Corps Lngr Supply 0):
Reports stream erouinf equig::nnt requested by
Maj Billups is available a 206 Epinal,

Tee 4 Nustad, water lupp].{onotz Reports
water point at Pfaffennoffen oclosed and new
water point opened at 897337,

Tel - Capt Padgett (Div CWO) to Ma Billups:
There are 590 smoke pots available at Diy Hg,

Lt Col Monnier (returning from Div Engre
sonference at VI Corps ingr Office) reports:
A French srmy Major who worked on the CON
struction of the not Line will be available
at VI Corps Hg for rmation to those units
attacking the line in VI Corps sector. Ie has

with him gdetailed maps, overprints and specifications

=50=

::J Du"

8 no :
ite information
but will make

for this

equipment,

Lt Briages, Co B
ordered to have
one of his men

remove the trap.

Maj Billups
niinu‘i.c to
pick up material
at Epinal,

ADE notified,
M/Sgt MeAlarnis

sent to pick up
smoke pots,

=



1900

2015

2210

- REMARKS
of the various lnstallations. The overprints
are being reprinted for distribution, two
eritical items of engineer supply in VI Corps
are explosives and irtlftnf material, lnnh
division will have aval e for the operation
120 £t of M2 treadway and 130 £t of Bailey
bridge whieh will be turned over to relieving
units upon relief.

ACTION Takm

Pyt Oille (Recon sect) reports capturing one Se% 157th Iaf

prisoner from the 245th Div, ere were about i

60 men in his company, There are machine guns information wpon

s given this

covering the bridges at 923397 and 927393, e his request.

414 not know whether bridges are prepared for
demolition.

One Mark VI tank was seen moving on road NW from
Niederbronn., At 1300 hours, ,the stream

observed at 918391 1is oarry{ng very litile

at present, Tracer fire was observed fired

from vioinity 953393 towards vieinity 940404.

Tel « Capt Rickey, CO Co A, to Maj Billups:
157th Inf now has 2nd on second objective,
The 1st battalion did not go into town of
Niederbronn. Today we swept main road NE from

oberbronn as far as 9193856,

Tel Maj Billups to Capt FPadgett, Div CWos
Do the infantry regiments prgg:se to use flame-
throwers when attacking the Maginot Line?

If they do, we would like to know now in order
to make the necesgary arrangements for flamee
thrower fuel.

¢

iTttent rains, - Visibility poor

— m-l.:lm s o Lt Bridges, Co B:

uest S-24 ton trucks
:::l ,'gi Uttuiller, cnl’i-; will piek
thnn.np at that place.

1 - Maj Billups to Capt !uulch.r.
two road blocks in t ty ‘ot
Mok g | ’1’4%.*

4 ton vehicles and possibly
to from Oberbronn is swept

as !n:'hl 91’885 road Oberbronn cleared and

swept to bridge at 919401. There is a crossing

’030401 !h.ro is .12: ofden bridge

at the tattcrz;groa and I don't know whether
3 [

there or across the

were removed tree abatis, and app-
y 50 Teller lunnl. The oraters on this
o' filled. l overpass this
of Niederbronn !llso is ltriaitoly blown,

shed a bulldozer t.r
FE e



0910

0955

1025

1045

1500

REMARKS : ACTION TAKEN

Radio - Maj Billups to 01:‘!!-&, €0 Co C:
sh two ton trucks for o They will be
plcked up by at your CP,

Tol - Maj Billupe to Se3 157th Inf: What
is the tactical situation at Niederbronn,
Answer: Co B is now at 928391, just outside of
Niederbronn on the southwest. Companies A & ©
are coming down into the town from the northwest,

Tel - Capt lllch{. Co 4, to Maj Billups: Lt Col Swifrt (CO
The 1st Bn 157¢th I 8 now going to-u'lz the 48th s is
town of Niederbroan,. The bridge train (48th info: that

) 1s still being held inm readiness in vie the bridge train
of the 157th CP, The 191st Tank dozer 1s bel has not been used
used; our second tank dozer is at ny company a8 yet bdbut is 51
at Offwiller, The road from Niederbronn northe pei held ready
west, on the north side of the stream is elass A2, if it is nceded,

Tel « 8-3 191st Tank Bn to Maj Billups:
When our T2 seetion arrived at Oberbronn yestere
day to work on the tank dozer, they were unsble
to locate it., We now have an order from VI
Corps to transfer our tank dozer on shipping
ticket to your unit,

Tel - Maj Eillups to Capt Frank, CO Co C: Capt Hales, S-4
S«4 has sent trucks to lpm{ to pick the notified of change;
rubber assault boats and 200 £t of M19 foot- he will contact
bridge. Capt Frank disapproves of M1938 foote Cadet 115 to notify
bridge and prefers Infantry assault treadway. INCO in charge of
2 detail.

Tel - Maj Billups to Col Arnote (Diy Arty
C0): We are considering the use of a smoke
SBereen tomorrow in the 180th Inf sector. Will
this interfere with your artillery operation?
Angwer: This may involve a shifting of OF's, but
if you will furnish us detailed information
arrangements can be made s0 that this screen
will not hinder artillery operations,

Tel - Capt Sandelin (S-3 180th Inf): We
have revertéd badk to the original plans and
will make a crossing at Gundershoffen,

Verbal - Lt Col Moanier reports that the 1lst
Bn 157th Inf has exzsrad the town of Niederbdbronn
and hold as far east as RJ 936389, The highway
Overpass at 928391 is blown and has a 20 £t fnp.
There is 36 £t of treadway ready to be installed
but the site can not be approved because 1t is
under enemy observation, therefore this will be
installed under cover o* darkness, There is an
underpass under the railroad at 926392 which is
too narrow for tanks but will pass small vehicles,

wii-



1630

FE EE B

The straam orossings are no problem sinee it
runs underground in Niederbronn., The 48th
Bogr Bn has been notified the treadway to be
installed will have to be replaced by a pelme
ansnt timber strueture at 028391, Division

‘G-4 orders water points revert to battalion

contreol tomeorrow morning

Tel - Capt Rickey, Co 4, reports that the

of blown highway overpass at 828391 is

£t 3 inches, The 48ih Epgrs have started
%o work installing the treadway bridge at
this point,

Tel « Lt Uleson, Recor 0 (ealling from Co
B): Information obtained from an infaantry
Lisut t on bridge at Gundershoifen
(942341) is that blown gap is 30 ft. Infor-
mation obtained from civiliane ig that blown
p 18 10 metres, This csn be bridged with
5 £t of treadway.

Tel - Maj Billups to Maj Munseon, S-3, 48th
Bngrs: The treadway bridge over iR at Nisder-
bronn will be bempleted at about 1800 hours.
We have 72 ft of treadwsy and smoke pots
available for bridge for the 179th Iaf, at |
Gundershoffen in our dump at 910850, Qf Will

replace the treadway at Niederbronn with a

er bridge?

Ans: We are looking for material now to
construet a permanent timber bridge at Nleder-
bronn as soon as pessible,

Radio - Maj Billups to Capt Frank, CO
Co C: Ig Bgt Frulla here for bolts or boats?

Radio - Capt Frank te Msj Billups: Frulla
wae sent for boats. j

Yerbal - Ffo Bitonti, transportation sect:
The stream crossing equipment sent for at
Bpinal is here now. :

Radio - Maj Billups to Capt Frank: Do
you need mamifold to inflate boats?

Tac 4 Nustad, water supply section, reports
pew water point astablished ab 908332 |Gumb-
rechtshoffen), Water polnt at 847337 (viclalty
of Rothbach) was closed. )

-ihﬂ



1900

2130

. bridge is not over two feet deep.  Further
north the water 1s deeper. South of the

- set ‘ih:t the intersection at 944341 firing
down

. information was turned ia to 5-3, 180th e
- lafantry. ' S|

1905

ERMARKE ACTION TAKEN

Tel - Capt Hales, S-4, to Maj Billups:
Bach lettered company in this battalion has
one manifold issued to them.

Lt Olesgn, Recon 0, to ¥aj Billups: I Division G2, -
gontacted a platoon commander of Co &, 179th 8.z, 180th Inf,
Infantry, who informed me that the total notifried.
fap of bridge at 944341 was about 50 feet.

also spoke to a eivilian resident of Gurd-
ershoffen and the information he gave me
was that the bridge itself was 10 metres
1 « The water on the north side of the

: o

P e WK S A
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blown bridge, at 9353448, there is a foot-
bridge which has beemn used by the German
patrols. JIhere was a German machine gun

road across the bridge. This

Capt Rickey, Co 4, reports treadway Lt Col Reymelds, G=3,
bridge at Nisderbronn (928392) was comp- notified. 5
le at 1950 hours. ¥

o]
Tel « Maj Billups, to Lt Bridges, ' B
CO Co B: Ve want a small timber bridge come (S
structed tomorrow at 899215 (Muhlhausen). - et
It does not have to exceed class 5.

Radlo - Maj Pillups to CGapt Prank, Co
¢: Reconnalssance boate and old footbridge
ie on the way to you.

Tel - Maj Mungon, 5.3, 48th Lnzrs, to
Maj Billups: We are aselening a mainte
enance crew out of our unit to stay at the
treadwny bridge at Niederbronn. MNaj Billups
states that Capt Rickey's bulldozer (D-7)
will be used to construct a byepacs near the
treadway bridge to pass tialffic during the
time the treadway bridge 1s belng replaced,

Py SR L
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s 08 ' ' poor.
Capt Hales, Se4, reports that the stream crosge
ing equipment sent to Capt Frank is not needed by
the 180th Inf and has been returned to this Hq,

Tel « Maj Billups, to Capt Tauscher, ADE:
Summary of lettered company deotivities for 9 Deeo:
De?7 repaired road for the 938th FA Bn, Co "A"
swept road Cberbronn to Niederbronn and from 921400
east to CR 936389 in Niederdbroun. They also assisted
Co A 48th Engrs in construccing the 45 £t treadway
over the blown overpass at Niederbro:n., Co B
checked the 45th Clearing Station quarters in
Bouxwiller for booby traps at Capt Holland's ree

quest., Co C was sent some stream crossing eqe
uipment but 1t was not needed any longer.

Tel = Capt Padgett (Diy CWO) to Maj Billups:
The Corps Chemical officer has allotted this division
24 flame throwers with 120 gallons of prepared fuel
which will be stored at the Division Rear in
Bouxwiller, 7This office will provide for the
chemical warfare property, the eagineer items will
have to be arranged for by your organization.

Tel ~ Maj Munson (S-3, 48th ing::) to Maj
Billups: Cgpt Snyder of Co A, loea a bypass to
the left of the one reported narrow (926392).
We have 72 ft of treadway bridge now west of
Gumbrechtschoffen ready for the 180th's croesing,

Tel « Capt Schroeder (S-2, 180th Inf) to Maj

- Billups: We have infantry and tanks across Zintzel
River in tutto:; area south of Reiohshoffen, at
Q943358, flak fire from 20mm gun falling in vicinity
of bridge site from 964361. Ve have called for
trtillorz %o counter this, Company A and C have
erossed into southern part of dershoffen, where
they are meetins amall aras fire, They have no
tanks across with them. K Co has armor across
with them at 940576, and are into TOPF
mines in that vieinity. I Co has a platoon and a
half at 949365, and a platoon at 953362, 50 enemy
were seen moving out of Reichshoffen to the north
east this morning.
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1200
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REMARKS ACTION TAKEN
Tel Capt Frank, (Co C) to Maj Blllups: We I.é Darling,
have a cressing below Reichshoffen, in factory area, VI Corps
at 944308 and tanks are pas over a conecrete sect, no ed,

slab on the dam. There were eight TOPF mines found
on road leading Northwest and along the stream to
Reichshoffen, two of which had been run over by
tanks but were not set off, indicating a possibility
of defective mines. This i1s a gravel road Class Cl.
There 1s one platoon which will leave Gumbrechte
shoffen on road east to Gundershoffen. There are
now two footbridges in use below the blown bridge

at Gundershoffen, :

Tel Capt Rickey (Co A) to Maj Biliups: Ve
have bypass over railroad to west of tresadway
88 abt Q928391, Job required only a little
cut with bulldozer. Treadway bridge can be
removed, and the 48th Engrs have been notified,
Road to northeast out of Neiderbdronn is open to
forward troops of the 157th Inf, but can not be
used or worked on, in daylight because of enemy
observation from the northeast. Lt Smith's plate
oon will work on this road. )

Lt Colonel Monnier (Returning from Div Hg):

Reports that Ge3 recommends we continue using
eroessing below Relehshoffen and not install a
treadway bridge at Gundershoffen as planned,
Lt Col Monnier has suggested that our Co A sweep
the road on west side of the 4intzel River from
Niederbronn southeast to Reichshoffen as scon as
the tadtiecal situation permits.

Verbal - Lt Oleson, Recon 0) reporte locating  Col Thomas (Corp
a supply of minur_ui gignal materials in a ) and ADE
faoctory vic of 9285398, west of Niederbronn. The notified.
stock of materials consists of oxygen and acetyleme

tanks, steel construction beams, switches, wire,

muis, tracing tape, Previously, this i‘utﬁry

was producing steam chests for locomotives, but wes

converted to an armament factory and was turning

our 80mm mortar cases and projective cases for

artillery shells, The road from Oberbronn sast to

9303723 the road from 923385 south to road intere

gsection at 9253585 are class D1,

-  Tel - Maj Bidlups (calling from Co C) to Lt Lt Bmdrl“p
Oleson: Capt Frank needs two welders with the (Bn Mot O) note
necessary eutting equipment to work on bridge ified and 2 men
at Gundershoffen, will be sent

to Co C CP
Tel « Maj Darling, (VI Corps BSangr Sect) to Lt ’ R
Col Monnier: Qi We have now available soms new &
type, radar equipped, vehicle mounted, mine detector N
How many do you require? N
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: REMARKS " ACTION TAKEN
Ans: Lt Col Monnier requests four of these

1510 Tel « Maj Bi11 ® valling from Co C: orts ADE notified
t the 31' bh:: bri at Gunh_rmrr::’
944341) f:pu £t. Completion of bridge is expected
to be at about 1800 hours.

1620 Lt Col Monnier rofartl t 48 't of treadway
1s being installed at (944341 Gundershoffen.

1710 Tel - Maj Billups, to Capt Tausgher, ADE: VI Corps
The 48th 8 are still at work nphoﬁ; (Co1 g-ll
treadway bridge at Niederbronn with timber bridge. notified.

1720 Verbal - Capt Snyder, (CO Co A, 48th Epngrs) Lt Col Monnier,

orts to Maj Billups the completion of treadway  ADE notified,
mdgo at Gundershoffen tmg:f) at 1700 hours,

1725 Tel « Lt Col Monnier to Maj Billups: Lt Co1
Swift of the 48th 8 has requested relief of
‘maintensnce on our division secondary MSR which
runs from BDOthhtnmrrJhrrorn-Uhruuoh-
and on to Gumbrechtshoffen, _

Lt Col Monnier belleves this is feasable at
present; he is of the opinion that the 48th Engrs
gan be assigned the MSR 4inswiller-Oberbronne
Niederbronn and down to Relehshoffen and a sesond

route, the road 2 er (on the North side of
thu]. River) to Gumbrechtshoffen to Reichshoffen.,

1800 Tel = Capt Tauscher, ADE, to Maj Billups: Capt Frank's (Co

We have a report here that the road north from C) report confirm
_ offer has been swept as far as the 36 this,

grid line. Has this been Lu by our Co C¥

1810 Tel - Capt Frank (Co C) to Maj Billups: Col Thomas (VI
The treadway bridge at Gundershoffen was come Corps Engr) and
- pleted at 1700hours, We have swept the road Capt Tauscher
from btshoffen to Gundershoffen and south  (ADE) notified
to the division boundary at 947339, There is }
a slgn at this point, reading "Road swept to this A S
point." We also swept the main road on the east .

8ide of the river from Gundershoffen to the road
intersection in the town of Reichshoffen, The
bridge at 946369 was poorly repared for demolition
and the charge set off an - the flooring

a little., We are now rep ring it. The road

from Niederbronn down to Reichshoffen was cleared
by the infantry only, There are 8 till some road
blocks on the road through the town of Reichshoffen
but we will get those in the morning. We found
some "S" mines at Gundershoffen on the right side
of the bridge and marked them off, they will be
removed tomorrow., Tomorrow we will be able to
push ashead and are to make a bridge reconnaissange
around the town of Woerth., At Gundershoffen, on

=30~
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1930

1940

2350

The south side of the town, there was a road bloeck
from which were removed some ¢ s, The road
?1: &surmr_rn-ncunmrron-x ederbrouon 1s

-} |

Tel « Maj Carroll (8.3, 157th Inf) to Maj Col Thomas (VI
Billups: There is a road block reported at Gorgn Engr) and
960414; at 962414 a small bridge is reported out Lt Col Monnier .
and about 200 yards ahead there is another dridge notified.
reported out also. Our iafantry has swept wp -
to 964418, Altogether, our infantry has picked
up 17 TOPF mines.

Tel » Capt Rickey, CO Co A) to Maj Billups: Lt a.% Monnier,
We have swept the main road north from Niederbronn t Tausgher,
a8 far as 980414, and found a total of six TOPF ’ nt LY
mines, two of w.{ehmmtho trails leading 'h-Tl VI
off into the woods, ZThis road is class Alj. On Engr) notified,
the road south of Niederbronn towards Rele ffen i
we 418 not sweep any part of it, however, we will
perform this work tomorrow. The road leadlng
northwest from Niederbronn, has been swept as
far as 942403,

Tel - Lt Bridges (Co B) to Maj Billups: Lt Col Monnier,
We construsted a bridge at Mulhausen as nimm, and ADE
and removed two abatis road bloecks (921401 -
from the main road leading west from Niederbronn,
but there were some AT mines left there for the
{nfantry to lay a block with.

Tel - Lt Etherton, Co A, to Maj Billups 36 £t of

treadway
calling from the 157th Inf CP: Infantry is-in ordered from 48th
Jasegerthal. Bridge there has a 21 foot gap, Engrs._Sent to
1s in center of town, There is a ford suitable 157th Inf CP to
for tanks dbut other vehiecles cannot oross. meet Lt Etherton

358 fest of treadway will be needed for bridge. for guide to job.

0735

Weather: Cloudy, cold; intermittent rain,

Tol » Lt Duval (Ass't S-3, 48th Engrs) to e W
Maj Billups: Detachment of %'A 48th . %- g:'r mt) '
with 38 £t of treadway bridge will report at Capt Thompson (LO
your CP, They will be on the way shortly. 48th halrnotiﬂd

Tel - Sgt Oregor (5-83 Sect 157th Inf): We
have had no reports on the bridge situation in
Jaegerthal. .

Verbal - Maj Munson ( =3 48th Engrs) reports
to Maj Billups he 18 now going to the hr:ldgep:t
Meides at Mietesbronn (92639%) will be ccmp
a ronn (928392 ‘be \
removed and ready for use elsewhere, — \

N
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REMARKS ACTION TAKIN

Tel Capt Tauscher, ADE to Maj Billupst
Pivision headguarters requests a house checked
and oleared of booby traps in Reichshoffen (951367)
The engineer party going there will either meet s
guide in the town or will find a sign posted in-
dicating location. Treadway bridge at Jaegerthal
was completed at about 0800.

Tel - Capt Tauscher, ADE, to Maj Billups: Maj Billups
G-3 reports that the 157th and the 180th Infantry's states that
motorized eclements are on their objectives; also there is now
that there is no need of attaching our engineers 48 £t of tread-
to them but they are wanted in close support, way ready for

with most emphasis on the 180th Inf. I informed use,
him that at the present there exists a shortage
of bridging material.

Radio = To Co B (Lt Bridges): Send zgrty to sweep
Division CF, Guide or signs pointing to building
will be at R7 951367. Complete work by noon,

Tel -~ Maj Billups, to Capt Lee (VI Corps Lt Duval tlll'}
Engr Supply Officer): The 48th Engrs, with the 8.3 48th Engrs
assistance of the 120th Lngrs, laid 24 ft of informed; he will
treadway at Jaegerthal, This was completed at notify the CO,
0600 hours. Lt Col Bwift,

Verbal - Lt Cohen, Co B, to Maj Billups:
Co B CP is now located at Oberbronn.

 Tel - Lt Col Reynolds (G-5) to Maj Billups:  Maj Munson (8-3
Your engineer companies will have to gnop in close tptg‘lngr.) a
contact with the 180th and the 157th “afantry. t Bridges, Co B
There is very little enemy opposition, therefore, notified,
their motorized elements will drive towards the
second objective. Give the 180th Iaf priority
in bridging material.

Tel « Capt Schroeder (5-2, 180th Iaf) to Maj
Billups: The tactical situation is thls: Our
infentry is as far as the town of Froeschwiller
around which was encountered very little oppose
ition; there were just a few enemy personne in
the town and on the outskirts.

H:i Billups would like for Capt Frank to be not-
ified that there is 48 ft of treadway available
and possibly 96 £%, by dark.

Tel « Maj Munson (5-3 48th Zngrs) to Maj
Billups: The treadway bridge installed at
Jaegerthal was not necessary, due %o the faot that
the stream is only 7 or 8 inches deep. Fording
of the stream by all vehicles could have been
porroguol by the infantry's pioneer platoons.

apt B:ilor will be able to commence work S
replac this treadway dridge at Jaegerthal at :
about 1200 hours, the tactiecal situatlion permitting. }
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REMARKS ACTTON TAKEN
The tread bridge at Niederbronn has been removed
and wae 0::{ back to our Co A; it is available
for whenever needed. I don't know when the treadway
bridge at Gundershoffen will be removed.

Verbal - Tee 5 Dutton (Recon section) reports
road from the point 961425 south to a point 964410
is a class Blj.

Radle - Maj Billups to Lt Bridges, CO Co B:
"Do you have a telephone?"

Tel Maj Munson (5-3 48th z-f-l to Maj Billups: Tec §

I ort here stating tha Dutten
thoh;:.n;or:ga trees blocking the road luu:g to Recon ‘«t g
bridge at Jaegerthal acd there are still pos bly confirms this
some mines around these blocks. Can you have report,

gsomeone clear them?
Answer: Yes, Our Co A will be able te perform
this work.

Tel -« Maj Bintp:. todtkﬂr&dpn. 2:‘::
Send a detall of men cheo e p
division CP at Reichshoffen (951367), There will
either be a gullde or a sign indicating location.
Lt Bridges states that at present one
platoon is going to put in some road blocks for
the 1st Bn 179th Inf; he also states there
were four TOFF mines found. -

Radio < Lt Bridges, Co B, to Maj Billups:
There is no telephone n& the company, but you
can still reach me here at the 179th CP,

Verbal « Lt Col Monnier reports locati
structural members for bridging and wire cable
in a factory south of Reichshoffen (943359).
Inventory will be made of stock. An abatis
road block reported at 970380 will be removed

by our Co C,

Tel « Capt Tauscher, ADE to Lt Foster ( Naj Billups ine
Ass't 8-3): vision CF is moving te Reiche forms Capt Tausche
shoffen at 1315 hours. Q! Do you have any er that the engr
information on the clearance of the road arty may not have
Niederbroan~“eichshoffen? &P cleared by 1315

Ans: No, we do not have any information. hours,

Tel « Maj Munson (5.3 48th Engrs) to Maj CO informed.
Billups: We have 48 ft of treadway and 2 squads
of men ready for the 180th 4nfantry.

Tel « Lt Smith, Co A, to Maj Billups: >
I have momi‘lm-oi the road from bridge at b
Jaegerthal north and south to a polnt 968414, !
This is a good Blj road. The infantry has

advanced crocss country mostly.

50~



N

REMARKS
1330 Tel - Lt Col Monnler to Ma) Darling, VI
s Engr Section): Ve have located some
neer materials in wire cable factery
south of Reichshoffen (vie 945369). Am
taking an inventory apd will inform your office
dge problems will arise when the towm of
Woerth is taken and we do not expect to con-
struct n.ng‘bridsu.
Maj Darling does not believe we will have
to do any bridge construction thers.
The 48th Lngrs have been allotted 24 ft
of additional treadway today.

1355 Tel Capt Rickey, Co A, to %a] Billups: Lt Col lonrr A
The main road from i ederbronn to Reie ffen Maj Munson 3.‘-%'
has been swept for mines; the road Niederbronn 48th '

north to Jaegerthal has been swept as far as notified,
964413; Lt Smith, Co A, has swept the main Tond

and to somstruct a temporary bypass unti

- 48th Epgrs are able %o construct a permanent
struocture there. Maj Billups informs Capt Rickey
that there will be no treadway equipment available
for his company supporting the 167th Inf; {goﬂty
will be given to Co C, now supporting the th inf,

1350 Tel - Lt Col Monnier, %o Maj Munson: W2 Ve
have information here that VI Corps Sngr has euthe
orized your organization an additional 24 £t of

treadway., How much will you have on hand now?
Ans: Ye will have 72 £t of treadway.

1635 verbal - Pvt Oille, recon s ect: Road Reich-
shoffen~Fpoescuwiller 18 class A2-} road (east
gide of river) Reichshoffen south to Gundershoffen

18 olass A2¢; and the road Gundershoffen (on
north side of river) west %o Gumbrechtshoffen
is class Blje

1640 Verbal - Tee 4 Nustad
‘oportn A new water poin{: established at
938388) Niederbrona, at 1700 hours.

Water Supply Sect,

1720 Tel - Maj Billups %o Ma j Munson, S-3 48th
_ gngrs): The 24 ft of treadway installed at
Jaegerthal have been removed. We would like for
your organlzation to pick it up now.

1750 Tel - Maj Billups %o Sgt Smith, G-4 Sect:
The traffic flow of the division thru the route
Gumbrechischeffen northeast to Relichshoffen is too
heavy; we suggest that the traffic be directed

wd Qu
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through the route Zlululllothohorbroninﬂlodcrbronn»
Reiohshoffen,

Tel « Capt Rickey, Co A, to Maj Billups:
We oonltruet:% & brpas‘ arouin the treadway bridge
tJ rthal.
g ‘;ﬁ: roaa'loaains north from Reichshoffen

. was cleared as far as the edge of the woods (9565.:11

this is a class Blj road; this road will be comple
TTOoV,

- Lt Smith is now at work removing road bloecks

on the north side of Nehwiller, but there has not

been any reports yet. .

Tel « Maj Munson (S-3, 48th Engrs) to laj]
Billups: Tha:trea&uny bri&sp at Gundershoffen will
be replaced tomorrow, b.ginning at 0730 hours;
completion is expected to be at about 1200 hours.,

Request you arrange for MP's to divert traffie
flow Gumbrechtshoffen northeast to Reichshoffen,

Tel - Maj Pillups to Capt Tauscher, “DE:

Request yocu contact G4 and recommend division
. traffic flows from Zinswiller-Oberbronn-Nieder-

bronn te relieve congestion on route Gumbrechte
shoffen northeast to Relchshoffen. Also arrange
for MF's to divert traffiec flow from Gumbrecht-
shoffen northeast to Relohshoffen while Corps
Engineers replace treadway bridge at Gundershoffen.
Inform VI Corps Ingineer office of the work done

: The road Niederbronn north to Jaegerthal
to the edge of the woods at 971410, class Blj,
and was swept to this point; road swept from :
Niederbronn to Reichshoffen east to Froeschwiller
class A2; the rcad from Relchshoffen north to
the edge of the woods at 95 iz class Blj; a
road from Reichshoffen (953370) north and joins
another road at 953580, was swept. Our Co A re-
moved the treadway from bridge at Jaegerthal and
constructbed a bypass nearby. g

Notify the “orps Sngineer office that behind
the bullding where their sign was posted there is
a railroad shop and quantities of machine tools
and that it is a suitable loocation for an

Army
RR, There are also two lumber yards in the vieinity,

Tel Capt Tausecher, 4DE, to Maj Billups: GCu3
and Ge-4 approve of r lacement of treadway bridge
tomorrow; the Corps Ingineer may have to furnish
their own men for MP's until Piv MP's arrive
because at E:ouont Ged 18 having difficulty conte
aoting the WP's,

General disapproves of routing divisien
traffic north around Niederbronn on seccount of
the intermittent enemy artillery on that road.

-4l=-

Lt Col Swift

(Co 48th
Engrs
notifi

REMARKS AOTION TAKEN

|
J
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REM/SEDS ACTION TAKEN

Tel = Capt Tauschei, “DE, to Maj Billups: Maj Billups,
The 180th ianfantry is %o have g;troll as far as sngg.atl.qut
the Bieberach river tonight. e 157th Infantry ¥rank be not-
is to continue advance TLOMOTTOW. ified to have

The 411th Infantry (103ré Div) is in the town engrs acoompany
of Woerth, but they were not sure whether the inf patrols to
bridges were in. bridge at 006398

Tel - Capt Thompson (48th Engrs) to Maj
Billupe: Ve will have 98 £t of treadway on hand
by noon tomorrow, plus 48 ft on two trucks which
are not in running order. We will have finished
timber bridge at Jaegerthal by scmetime tomorrow,
though job is taking longer than we thought, because
stream bed is soft and we are having difficulty
placing bent, Our Co A will move to Niederbroan
tomorrow

PERIOD 0001=-2400 12 December 1944:

0830
to
1000
1015

1115

1200

Weather: Clear to partly eloudy, cold, intermittent rain.
visibility fair to clear
m Bn OP moving from Rothbach to Reichshoffen,

Capt Frank, Co C, T orted to Maj Lowe with G;gt Frank not-
the information that the Division Engineers ifled that Col
hed not built any bridges in Woerth, He had seen MNonnier is out
Gen Frederick, and the general said that if the looking for him.

103rd Division Engineers do not start right Capt Frank re-
away, the 45th Division Engineers would build turned to CP
the bridge. to meet him.

Tel Maj Billups, 8-3 (Call from ADE
office) to Maj Lowe: Lt Col Monnler General
Frederiok and the CO of the 180th Inf have just
completed a conference and it was decided that
we would proceed with bridge construction at
Woerth. ley Bridge has been ordered from VI
Corps and the train is on the way; it will be
two hours before it reaches the bridge site.
The 103rd Division Englneers werse contacted by

pridge train is on the way or at the hri:io X
site now and that they plan to go ahead th =
the bridge. L% Col Monnler has left for Woerth

to find out what the situstion is. Maj Billups

asks that one truck load of smoke pots be alerted

and held at the cP,

Tel - Lt Col Monnier called ADE and informed
Ma§ Billups that the 103rd Div Engrs are on the
pridge site and are starting bridge construction,
therefore we will not have to build any bridge.

=l D ‘\



et t REMARKS ACTTON TAKEN

Alert called off on smoke pots. Arrangements
are being made to stop VI Corps Bailey Bridge train.

1250 Verbal « Maj Billups returning from Companies
A, B, and C and Inf CP reports: Co A swept
roads Reichshoffen north to Jaegerthal east to
Nehwiller, then north and east to RT 989413 at
which point a road block was reported. One man
Pyt Chiwiwli, was wounded as a result of enemy
artillery yesterday. Co B removed one road
block at 900404 this morning; yesterday they
removed one at 908406. They were instructed
this morning to c¢lear the road Reichshoffen
northeast to Nehwiller for use of the artillery;
this road 12 a class A2,

Information obtained at the 180th Iaf CP
was that the bridge reported at 997393 is a culv-
ert, +t is intact and capable of supporting
tanks, Z‘he bridge at 006343 is out, One batt-
alion of the 150th Inf 1s to cross bridge at
Voerth and tanks will follow route as soon as
possible. Captain Frank, Co C, reported there
were two blown bridges (vie Woerth). One is
a 61 £t gap another just beyond with a 20 ft

p, and there was no one at work there, Col
ﬂ.hnr, ¢O0 180th Inf, ordered for Capt Frank %o
start construction there.

Capt Frank and Maj Billups confered with G-3
on bridging problems, At that time, Col Monnier
reported the information that the 103rd dlvislon
did not have bridging equipment necessary fw
operation, 70 £t of bailey bridge were amke
for from VI Corps eer; soon thereafter,
the ADE (103rd Div) informed Maj Billups that
construction of bridge at Woerth had bed started.

1345 Tel - Maj gﬁll 8 to Capt Rickey, Co A:
Sweep road f ller (980406) south to
Froeschwiller (986384).

1425 Verbal -~ Lt Bridges, Co B, to Maj Billups:
The main road leading northwest from Niederbronn
has been swept &0 the shoulder to a point to
883417; from this point to 920400 road has not
been swept to the shoulders.

1500 Tel Capt Padgett (Div CWO) to Maj Billups:
We now have on hand 12 flame throwers, one
and one full fueling kit, 100 gallons of prep
fuel and 16 3/4 mﬂ packages of NaFalm mixture.
Three of these throwers were filled with
NaPalm but no nitrogen or hydrogen. These are
items of engineer supply and must be obtained
thru the engineers.

-



1630

1620

1625

1630

1650

1700

1710

1750

KEMARES AGTION TAKEN

Tel « Capt Tauscher, “DE to Lt Col Monnier:
The bridge er construotion at Gundershoffen
was reported in at 1400 hours.

Tel - Maj Billups, to Col Arnote, CO Div Arty):
The road from Relchshoffen (953371) north to mt Tauscher,
Nehwiller (on the east side of the stream) will , hotified.
be open by 1800 hours, The road from a peint
954376 north is in bad condition for about 500
yards, If any heavy traffic is %o be routed over
this road, a bridge will be required at the
stream crossing.

Verbal - Tec 4 Nustad (Water lupgl; seotion) Maj !gzs;:,lnr,
e t

reports new water point established a iche (5-4
ghot ten (948573). Water point at Rothbach notified.
847337) closed. -l

Tel - Maj Billups, to Capt Tauscher, ADE:
The bridge at 006394 is reported out and the
‘lpdt. 85 ft. We have a bailey bridge train
ready. ;

Tel = S-3, 180th Inf to Maj Billups:
General Butler wants a bridge installed at
006394 and he wants the road from Woerth to
Goersdorf opened.

Maj Billups informs Capt Sandelin that
this work is being done now.

Tel « Capt Frank, Co C, to Maj Billups: Lt Col lMonnier does
The blown bri atoélsﬁn-awrtmhor not want the site

structure, verts can be placed on site to damaged; culverts
pass traffic. will be installed
beside bridge site,
Tel « Maj Billups to Capt Thompson, LO Maj Billups :
48th Engrs: Ve have a bypass around the bridge states our Recon
gite at 006394. I hope the bridge train has Off is in that
not left. : vie and suggests
Capt Thomppon believes bridge trala has both parties jein
left. The 48th Engrs have a reconnaissance and reconnolter
party going to the bridge site at 006394, to the bridge
gite beyond
006394 . \:=
Tel - Maj Billups to Maj Munson, S-3 : i
48th Engrs: Bailey bridge train was N

reported passing thru the town of Reichshoffen.
Tel - Lt Col Swift, CO 48th Engrs) to Maj

Billups: We have a report that the bridge
train is returning from VWoerth.

.



TIME

18855

1900

1905

1940
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1955

2010

REMARKS
Tel - Capt Tauscher;, ADE to Maj Billups:
tank dozer with Co A, s now at Nehwiller

Our
and 1s fn need of repairs.

Tel - Capt Thompson (L0 48th Engrs) to
Maj Billups: Maj Munson will try to step
the Bailey bri train.,

Lt Col Swift suggests someone from your
unit be sent to stop train and have it stand
by in case it is needed further ahead.

Tel - Capt Frank, Co C to Maj Billups:

The next bdridge at Ol is rog:rm out and
infantry is reported 800 yards this point
- Capt Frank has suggested Lt Prestwood, Co
C, contact Capt Sanyder, CO Co A 48th @, and

ll’w'hhtlu mtoto%honoxt blown dge.

Tsl = Capt Rickey, Co #, to Maj Billups:
The tank dozer is at no e of the
town of Nehwiller, The road from "ehwiller to
Froeschwiller has been swept for mines., This is
a class Clg road,

Tel -« Lt Foster to aj Eillups: I am
holding the 48th Bngr bridge train at Froes-
chwiller.

Tel « S=3 Div Arty to Maj Billups: Re=-
quest information on road from RJ 989389 east
to Woerth and from RJT 989309 North to main road.

Tel - Capt Tauscher, “DE to Maj Billups:
The road from RV 989369 east to Woerth has been
cleared and is a classe Clg. There is no in-
formation on the road north from RJ 989569
to the main road.

Tel - Liv G=2 to s/gft 0'Neill, S-2 sect:
160th FA Bn reported to Div Arty town of Lang-
ensoultzbach heavily mined with glass and
plastic mines,

Tel « Lt Foster (calling from 180th Inf COP)
Capt Snyder has returned to 48th Engr CP but
bguc train commander is remaining at Froesche
willer -with the bridge train

=~

ACTION TAKEN

Capt Rickey i:
notified by *aj
Billups that mech-
anies will be sent
to repair dozer.

Lt Foeter (ass't
5-3 sent to contact
bridge train. A
later

t in-
dicates :rl. ;
train is in WOERTH,

Lt Bridges, Co B,
notified,

kag Pillups suge- |
es

call MaJ Munson
at 48th Engr CP,

ADE asked to con=
tact ADE 103rd
Engrs for this
information.

Se3 Div Arty
notified.

Lt Bridges, Co B

inf .

Lt Duval (Ass's
8-3, 48th Engrs)
notified.,



REMARKS ACTION TAKEN

Lt Oleson - Recon Officer, to Maj Billups:
Gap of blown bridge at 016399 is 70 ft.

Maj Billups returning from a conference with Lt Thuring, Co C
Lt Col Monnier: Division G-3 states that 1t is- informed of plan
essential bridge at 016399 be installed tonight,
o8 e s Bairs, 50 donh gj:““"" tirl L
' o t 8, was no ed t Bridges, Co B

EEE

Company A will be permitted to sleep until 0400
hours and construction of bridge will start at plan.
dawn. They oiaz:t to complete the ::t:fo by
~ 0800 hours. plan met with app of

uu"u &al ¥ ¢

: We will have an officer gulde at the 180th
infantry CP at 0430 hours to gulde the bridge
train to the bridge site over “best route.

Go C is to clear the road between 007393

and the bridge site at 0163599,

2208 Radio - Maj] Billups to Capt Frank, Co C:
Have officer guide at 180th inf CF at 0430 hours.
Clear road and bridgo_-ato at 016399,

2210 Tel - Lt Bridges, Co B, to Maj Billups:
The road from Reiechshoffen (953570) north and
east i: Nenwiller is open.

. Billups requests Lt Bridges furaish

a detail for purpose of checking the
proposed Div CP at Langensoultzbach tomorrow
. Detail to report to Capt Tauscher,

ADE, at present CP site in Reiohshoffen.

2240 Tel - Col Arnote, 00 Div Arty, to Maj
Billups: Request information on roads Froesohe
willer north to Langensoultzbach.

Ans: This road has been oleared by the

engineers, b
2246 | Tel - Capt Frank, o C, calling from the Capt Thomp-
Int GP, to Maj Billups: Oulverts have been  som, (LO
¢ced to the left of the blown bridge at 48th Engrs)
- /006395 but there is still some work belng informed.
;fL ne on it and should be completed at about -
B 7/ 0200 hours, :
b ;{ y t Frank states that he does not have Lt Oleson,
/' jany officer guide for the Bailey bridge train Recon 0, will
/ /i put will sweep the bridge site at 008393 guide the

#
1 8
4

1}7 and a place nearbdy for a tura-around for the .rggt. train
/|, tracks, to site.

4 Tel - Ma}) 31111!:, to Capt Frank, Co C:
7\ Lt Oleson, Recon Officer, will gulde the
/| bridge train to site.
g ~7;Vf:f /f ! = 3

,/ «46-
o
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REMARES ACTION TAKEN

+17 1s 5 e cO0LC < ty.tm f;
Tel ~ Lt Col Swift (G0 48th ) to Lt Col Dulanmey, O
Col Monmier: Bridging operations at 016399 180th Inf contagted
has not been started on account of enmemy acti- report on Germans
vity in vieinity of bridge site. Infantry confirmed but he

atrols killed some Germans on the bri site. says they are
ey Bridge train is now back at 007393. stragzlers. ‘;

Tel - Oapt Riskey, Co A, Teports ome 2j  GWO Tlansgan “gst
ton truck struck a TU;} -ﬂnt'in.zallnltﬁlltlﬁ Bn lntsz’ icor.4§
bach; there were no casualties, but the rear notified. &

end on the trusk was iln:tot. : .
There were 41 TOPF mines picked up 1n the
town of Langensoultzbach.

Tel = Lt Bridges, Co B, %o lai Bll}ngl*
Ve are r;gairing the road Relohshoffen (953370)
to Nehwiller, this moraming. §
Xa§ Billups requests Lt Bridges furnish

a reinforced squad for gseourity of bailey bridge
orew at 0163993 elear road Froeschwiller south ]
to RJ889369; road Langensoultzbach (east side {
of stream) to the next bridge at 0073933 :
also check town of Langensoultzbach for mines,

Tel -~ ¥aj Billups, to Capt Tauseher, ADEs
Co A has a group supporting each battalion™of _
the 157th lof, i
The road Nehwiller-langensoultzbach has »
been clearedy road Langensoultzbach southeast
cleared to O . :
One truck was damaged by a TOFF mine in
soultzbach.
Co B cleared road Niederbroan northwest
to 890407; infantry patrols:-wen® into Phill=-
ippsbourg. | | |
Ins ed road block at ﬁlﬁtal (north of
Jaegerthal); cleared é from “ebwiller wouthe
west to Reichshoffen (953873),
Co © cleared road Froeschwiller-Woerth-
porth to bridge site at 0164003 also road
Froeschwiller north and east %o factory at
000400, Road cleared from 011376 north to
Goersdorf north and east o bridge at 0164003
cleared rcad as far north from Froeschwiller
as 006392, Culverts for a bypass were installed
to the left of blown timber bridge at 007383,

Tel - Lt Col Monnier (ealling from 180th  Maj Billups

Inf CP)s The bailey bridge at 016399 is in, sancells outpost

Requirements were only 40 £t of bridging. security squad

There is a road blook reported 100 yards prpvlouslg.:ri-

ahead; the bridge beyond is reported out and ered for

is somewhat similar to the one at 016399, Bridge. ;

Another bridge is reported out at 034436 and _

eulverts can be used on this site. M/8gt MeAlarnis
-47= vered 1 steel
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1040

1100

1110

1150

i

There i# a Sohu minefield reported at 0204103
enother minefield (type nod reported), located at

003390.
A timber bridge is being constructed over
blown bridge site at 006393

Tel « Lt Peak, Co A to Maj n:.nuin The

tﬂy work we are dolng ab grount is Lt Btherton's

1atoon sweeping road north out of Langensoultz-
yach as far as woods at R000421. Infantry re-
g:rm mines on this road. Lt Smith is waiting
re for any work ”%:Ol‘ll that might come in
from the infantry. one as yet has worked
on road from Langensoultzbach to Mattstall,

-2{ Billups: Have someone put on road to
Matt 1; as 1t will be needed by tonight,
elnrhutcrummp. As far as stream
onnu&u R011423, all it needs is mine sweep~
ing. dge is out at 0241, and L%

Co C, found Schu mines thsre. His clearing
party will mest yours in Mattstall.

Tel: Pyt mrom (G.2 Office) to T/Sgt Huseby,
8.2 Section): A, 121 Cav Ren, reports
road block with anti-tank and AP mines 2§ kile
ometers east of Baerenthal.

Tel « Captain from DPiv Arty Alr OP reports
booby traps in at least two of the houses at
957554, Booby traps are reported to be hand
pmlu.-posuny American., We have signs
: houses, but would like to get them cleared

T use.

Tel = Capt Tauscher ADE, to Maj Billups:
pPiv Ordnance shop is mo :g‘t.o factory area’

repalr bridge there. 1 suggest that all that
is needed is to £1ll1 in tracks with boards.

Have someone meet man from Ordnance at my office
ntmwgoutlookmr job to see what ocan

be done.

Maj Billups: Cannot ;min that job will
pe done, but will send Lt Foster to your office
at 1245, Lt Col Monnier reports 36 % of treade
way will be put at R020410. Lt Thuring is re-
moving road blocks near bailey bridge at RO15400.

Tel - Pvt Hirschman (G2 Sect) to T/Sgt
Huseby, S-2 section: A, 12lst Cav Rea
reports mines on road vie 7.

Radio - Capt Rickey, Co A, to Maj Billups:
Company moving %0 995392.

Radio - Maj Lowe, Exec 0, to Capt Rickey:
-l Pl

Lt Bridges, .
B, ordered to
elear minefield



LiME Ribblio ik ACTION TAKEN
Phone CF without delay. ;

1410 Tel - Lt Foster, Ass't S5, to Maj Erwin, Maj Erwin states
Ass't G-4: I have looked over the job at the  that eivilian fire
factory area south of Reichshoffen and estimate dept has been 0o e
that it will take one platoon about 4 hours u{d and they will
work to do the necessary work. Ab present, nttant:.to exting=
: uﬁ” hui;utitod and is endangering all the ;ith five,
dings in the area. . JB 8, and
u:i .:ﬁﬁ-l.
1510 Tol « Maj Billups tg Lt Foster, “ss't S-3:
Gontact Capt Rickey, Co , by the best means
available and imstruct hilm to commence work on
bridge at Oll4z4 as soon as possible, .
Maj Billups is informed that Mr Flana
and mee ¢s from 191st Tenk Bn could £
nothing wrong with the tank dozer and that the
erew from Co A had not returned to their tank
at the time My Flanagan last saw the dozer.

1520 Radio - Lt Foster, ®s't S5-3 to Capt Rieckey:
out at 0114243 8 2t gape. Froceed to
work at once.
1680 Radio « Capt Rickey, Co A, to Lt Foster:
Repairs being made. _
1800 Lt Foster, Ass't Se3, reports: The comm~

u«rofmiomlosmsmoat the CP,
Inmtmtomnctlrlhmtoﬁna outb
what arreangements had been made about getting
motor replaced in the tank. He was also in=-
structed that his complele crew was not to desert
the tank in the future as they did this time,

1615 Mines and bonby traps O0fficer from 7th Army
Headquarters at Bn CP soeklng information on
any new types of mines, booby traps and firing
devices that we have contacted 1n this sector.

1620 Maj Billups to Capt Tauscher ADE: Tread=-
way bridge at 020410 was completed and opened
for traffic at 1530 hours.

T4{mber bridge replacing culverts at 006595
and will be completed by about 2400 ho M

Go C cleared road from the balley bridge
at 016399 north as far as 033435; and the road
leading north from the fork at 020410 was swept
as far as the douth edge of the town of Mattstall.

Co 4 hae swept road Langensoultzbach northe
east to the bridge at 011424; also road Langen=
soultzbach north ané east to a peint northwest
to Mattetall (009438).

el o



1700

1716

1850

. We &0 not know whereabou

REMARIS ACTION TAXEN

Capt Tauscher imformed lhi Billups that CIC
has ed some mines located in the town of
Reichshoffen. These mines are to be found in
chateau of Count de Leusse, near the stream,
Some of the mines are still in orates and it is
believed there are some planted in the area.

Maj Billups requests Capt Tauscher contact
Div Ged4 and ask that the 180th Infantry MP's
now posted on bailey bridge (016394) and treads
way bridgze [020410) be relieved by Div MP's,

The road Woerth northeast to Goersdorf is
¢lass B2; road from 020410 north to Mattstall is
class Dl} road from 016399 to Langensoultzbach
is class B2; road langensoultzbach northeast te
Mattstall 12 elass D1,

Tel = Maj Darling (VI Corps Engr Office)
to Nhi‘Blllupl:
t Do you still have on hand a footbridge
which is not in use, If you do, we would like
to let the 79th Div use 1it%

Tel = Maj Billups, to Maj Darling: Foote
bridge is now located at out dump west of Gumbe
rechtshoffen (910350),

Tel - Lt Bridges, Co B, to Maj Billups:
The road Froeschwiller portheast to 006393 has
been swept and 11 TOPF mines were removed, 1he
minefield reported (0033590) actually be at

‘004591 and extended scrose the main road. It

was fenoced off with heavy smooth German wire and
German danger sigas. .

The road from Froeschwiller south to 9893569
and road Langensoultzbach, on sast side of stream,
down to 008393 have becen swept as requested.

Maj Billups requests Lt Bridges furnish
one platoon tomorrow te work in factory area
uug of Reichshoffen as roimtod by Piv Ord.
The platoon will report to &t Foster. -

Radio - Maj Billups to Capt Rickey, Co At
Send tank dozer to Bn CP,

Radio « Co A to MaJ Billups: MNessage
"Send tank dozer to Bn OP received,”

Radio « Capt Rick-y{'ogr‘k to ll:g'z:..uup.:

Radlo ~ Maj Billups to Capt Rickey, Co Al
"Where 18 tank dozer crew"?

«50=
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1955

1800

Ride i

Tel = 5«3 Div Arty to Maj Billups: Request
following road information: road Langensoultzbach
northeast to Mattstall; road from 020410 north teo
Mattstell and trails leading from this road,

ans: Road Langensoultzbach northeast to
Mattstall is a poor road; at present a culvert
i8 being installed at 011424 and road will be
open in the morning. The road from 020410 north
to Mattstall is swept to south edge of town only.
The treils leading from this road have not been
swept and are marked off.

Radio « Capt Rickey, Co A %o ‘iuj nuu;is
Tank dozer crew is back at old CP in Wiederbronn.

Radio - Major Billups to Capt Rickey: Has
Lt Smith installed culvert?.

Radio - Capt Rickey, Co A to Maj Billups?
Lt Smith finished culvert at 1830 hours.

Radio « Maj Billups, to Capt Rieckey: Did
Lt Smith sweep road from culvert east to town?

Radio - Capt Rickey to Se3: Yes, road swept
from culvert to Mattstall,

Radlo - 8«3 to Co 4: Is tank dozer at your
company now? -

Tel « Lt Fink (duty off, S-3 Seot, 180th Inf):
gnd Ba 180th Inf has a voad block to remove
tomorrow moraning. HReguest use of a tank dozer;
would like to have it report at 2nd Ba CP at
0700 hours. .

Radio « Co A to Maj Billups: "CO thought
you had taken care of it."”

Radio « Maj Billups to Capt Frank, Co C:
Have someone contact th about tomorrow's
operations. - :

Radio operator reports no contact with Co C3

=5l

Capt Tauscher

N/Sgt Moilar-
nis, 5«3 seot,
doﬂtuﬂ
message to Capt
Frank at

Froeschwiller
at 0330 hours.



REMARES ° oK 1;

1005

Q0l=ca Ul :

8lear %o partly ¢loudy, cold; visibil
M/Sgt Hoaiarniz'rS-sﬂgiot sént to %.tti&‘aéﬁa
Frank at Froeschwiller to have tank dozer report

. %0 2nd Bn laOth Int OF at 0700 hour s,

Tel - Maj Billups to Capt Tauscher, ADE:
Company A opened road from Langensoultzbach (998410)
north to 994430 and east to the edge of woods at
998457, then east to 008438; road nsoultzbach
northeast to Mattstall (017430); installed culvert
at 010424.

Company B swept road from Langensoultzbach south

to 007%93 and from Niederbronn northwest to 890407

and clearcd from Froeschwiller south to 889369;
repaired road from Nehwiller southwest to Reichshoffen.

Company C eleared the read from the bypass 3
at 006393 to the edge of the woods at 035435 and
from 020410 to the south edge of Mattstall (910410);
prepared a hasty bridge east of 021410 for 1/4 ton
vehiele traffic early before the bridge was installed,

The 48th Engrs have constructed the following
bridges in our sector: a bridge at 006393, timbex
structure, 3 bents, estimated time of completion
aholt-aiob hours. They started work on a bridge
at 016400, completed bailey bridge there at 0930
hours; installed 36 ft of treadway at 020410 at
1530 hours. ' ,

Forty one TOPF mines were removed in Langen-
soul tzbach, .

1218t Recon reports a road block mined with
both anti-personnel and anti-tank mines in the
vicinity of 865429.

Div Arty reports house booby trapped with
American hand grenades in Reichshoffen (937534),

‘There are Schu mines under the rallroad ties
at 02041C along the railroad.

Lt Emmons, 180th Inf, mine platoon reports
discovery of a new mine, ‘He desoribes it as being
:{proxinntoly 10" diameter, 3 to 4 inches thick

th steel body similar to a Teller mine but it
had a TOPT mine igniter; This was found in building -
at 005403 along with S mine cases. '

Radio - Lt Bridges, Co B to Maj Billups: Intend
to move today. Our CP 13 at Froeschwiller,

Tel « Se2 157th Inf to T/ Huseby, S-2 sect:
We are now using road Re15428-R013439-R006438;
this road is good for all traffic.

The trall: from 006438=009442«007444-015449~
015454-015458-015456-018468 is good for § ton
vehicles, There is a culvert at 013454 capable
of passing all traffic. :

- ®DEw=



1100

1120

1140

>

:

1245

There i an enemy road block at 026470 and is
covered by fire.

Switchboard operator to Maj Billups: Our
telephone comnunication with 48th Engrs have been
out since last night, .

Tel - Capt Tauscher, ADE, %o T/Sgt Huseby, S-2
section: 180th Inf found an iz 44 pressure r.itaoo
elockwork igniter in their sector. At present it
1s at Co C, and will be passed on to B and A Co
and then sent to VI Corps Engr., I will notify 7
Corps Engr and GeZ. ' '

: ‘ Radio Msg to

Tel « Capt Tauscher, ADE, -to T/Sgt Huseby, S-2 Lt Oleson,
section: Lt Col Monnier reports bridge at R0O34436 Ren 03 "Want
is intact., Bridge in Lembach is partly demolished. information
1t Col Monnier wants reconnaissance of bridge in on bridge in

Lembach and to have the 48th Engrs alerted fox bridge vie 039439",
train there. __ S |
lMessenger - Tee 5 Eriesfalusi (8.2 Sect to CO 4
48th Engrs: Aalert for {gaaibla bridze job in 1
Lembach. infantry now town., Main bridge partly
demolished. No informatidon on others, Uur recon

there now,.

'i

|

Maj Billups reports that bridge in lembach Ge3, Lt ’OO{C ( !
is passing traffic. One of the bridges is partly S-3 180 Inf |
demolished. O s Engr 4
notified, : l

Tel - Lt Moore, Se5 180th Inf, to Lt Col e g 4
Monnier: Col Dulamey, CO 180th Inf, wants roads v
LembacheWingen and Lembach Northeast cleared. ]

Messenger - Tee 5 Eriesfalusi, S-2 section,
returns from 48th Bngrs CP with message: _ :
forward recon reported bridge in Lembach as passing
tank traffic; repo uni in as of 1100 hours,
Signed: Maj lunson (S-3).

Radioc - Maj Billups to Capt Frank, Co C:
Contact 180th inf about road clearing fren towg.

Tel = Maj Billups to Maj Darling, VI Corps
Engr section: The M1958 footbridge has not been
pieked ¥p from our Engr Dump %ot. | g
Maj Darling informs Maj Billups that the 79th e
Division has no need for it. i
It is decided that footbridge be returned to
VI Corps Bngr dump at 962275 south of Medtzwiller

2 I3
R s

e -
= maatel
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1305 Tel « Capt Rickey, Co A, to Ma ) Billng:;
_ Request information on road Mattstall %o bach!
I have information reported that there are
phree road blocks on main road leading northwest
of Lembach and would like to use the tank dozer
to remove them.

1815 fel « Maj Billups to Capt Sandelin, S-3 180th
Inf: Q: Have you aay information on the road
Mattstall-Lembach?

At I have information that the road has been
oleared as far as the edge of the woods (032457)
put beyond that I have no further information; I have
no information on the bridge at this polnt (032437)

1320 Tel « Teec 5 Dutton, recon sect, ecalling from the
180th Inf CP to Maj Biilups: The main road on east
side of stream ig cleared into Lembach and the bridges
therein are not blownj there is one squad of our Co
¢ working in the town now, Traffic has bsen coming
into town on the road from Mattstall (west side of
stream).

Maj Billups has requested Tec 5 Dutton make a
check of the roads leading north and NE from Lembach.

1325 Tel - Maj Billups to Capt Rickey Co A: The main
road on the east side of the stream {nto Lembach is now
open; traffic was seen moving into Lembach over the
road from Mattstall. !

"1 will contact Capt Frank and arrange for a tank
dozer. - :

(Addition to entry of 1230 hours): The 48th Engr Bn
at present has 90 feet of bailey bridge complete
with end ramps and end poles; by tonight 48th Engrs
will have 130 ft of balley bridge.

£

1350 _ Ralito section reports they had temporary contact
with Co C; not sure that message of 1245 was under-
stood by 8o G operator.

1415 Tel « Lt Col Monnier (calling from 180th Inf OF):

: road clearing from Lembach to Wingen has been started
by Co C.

1500 Tee 5 Dutton, recon sect, returning from Lembach ADE
reports: Bridge belng used in Lembach (039439) is notified.

timber structure, class 40% one side rail damaged
(mortar shell robably). Bridge had been prepared for
demolition by GermansS.

An adjecent steel bridge (039450) was blown;
another bridce, a_concrete structure, st east side of
town (045410§.er Lembach was blown ailo. but the next
bridge immediately followlng (044448) is intact.

5=



1600

1620

1905

1620

1935

2115

-maintenance of roads Froeschwi

ALY AVLLIUN TAKEN

The two parallel main roads leading north from
Lembach have both been swept as far as the 45 gria
line. The road to Wingen is a oclass Blg; the road on the
left, leading northwest is class B2; the main road
leading east then north to Olimbact ie elass B2, -
The steel culvert installed by Co 4 at 011423 is At 1505, ADE

caving in, _ is notified
There is a tree road bloek on main road leading thatCo A has °

northwest from Lembach to 034460, filled this

Lt Foster, Aset S-%, reports tank dozer from
Co A has arrived at Bn &P.
Tel -« Lt Bridges, Co B, to Lt Oleson, Regon O:

Q: FHow far have the roads from Lembach been cleared:
Ans: The road Lembach-Wingen has been swept as far
as R045460; the road from bach north and leading
west hae been swept as far as R034460., Co A is now

removing a road block at this point,

Tel « Maj Carroll, S-3 157th Inf, to Maj Billups:
Our lst Bn is in vieinity of 036475, the 2nd Bn at
035464 and the 3rd Bn at 029479,

Lt Simmons, Co A, was working on road blocks
on road northwest from Lembach and should have then
removed by noon, _

Tel, Capt Tauscher, ADE, to Maj Billups: The ¢
Chief of Staff requests a mino and booby trap clearing
detall with a commissioned officer in charge, to
recheck preseat building occupied by Division CP,

Tel - Capt Sandelin, 5-3 180th Inf, to Ma j . Maj Darling, VI
Billups: The bridges in Wingen are in} Co C has Corps Engr sect,
oleared the road from Lembach to Wingen, - - notified.

Tel - 1st Sgt Co A, to Maj Billups; The tank Lt Col Monnier
dozer dropped into stream at 032464 (N Lembach) notified. Maj
while at work removing road blocks; there was no one Billups cone
hurt, Reguest arrangements to be made to have two tacts I-SE

Sank retrievers piek up tank dozer early 191st Bn

tomorrow morning. and arr ;
ments are made
for 2 tank
retrievers,.

MaJ Billups, to Lt Bridges, Co B: Request
iloz-Laagonsoultshaah-
5007393 and LangensoultzbacheMattstalleLembach
Furnish officer and detail to thoroughly check
Piv CP area for mines, booby traps, time charges
and explosives. Upon completion have the officer
report to Maj Peterson (Div Hg Co Comd't)

Tel = Capt Bokey, Oo 4 to Ma Billups: Tank
dozer was in use by Lt Prestwood, Co C, when we

e50=
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arrived., It ran off the main road and track is wp
to the top in water, The other is off the ground
on high water, We will continue working on read ilook.

T°RE T iRt 16 b BE RausthERO L bRY, fair.
Summary of work for 14 Deec: Co A cledred town of
Langensoultzbach and Mattstall of all mines., Filled
over with rock, the damaged culvert at 010424;
cleared trails for 1/4 ton vehicles from 0086428
north to 018457; one platoon worked on fill at . K
- 997393, vicinity of CP, i
- Co B had one platoon build approach roads and
" entrance to the faectory area south of Reichshoffen
for the 700th Ord and 45th Ord; removed booby traps
from housein Div Arty CP in Reichshoffen,
Co C cleared roads Mattstall-lembach, and the
main roud in east side of stream into Lembach;
Lembach northwest to edge of woods at 037457;
Lembach north then east to Wingen. At Wingen
bridges were found intzect,

24
[«:]
-
oo |
P .

.

o8 L 45

1000 Ba CF moved rr?- Reichshoffen to “angen-
- soultzbach (004400),
1336 Tec 5 Dutton, Recon Sect, reports bridges in

Wingen are culverts; road "ingoneR087476«063483«
062482 1s class Cl; road R062482 south to Wingen
is olass Cl}.

There is a crater in road at 064476; a tree
road block at 071477,

Road Lembach north then east has been cleared
as far as R033464,

1440 Lt Oleson, Recon .0, reports bridge out at

' RO26474; gap is 15 ft, .
- 187th Inf requests the gap be bridged as soon
as possible, i

1448 Maj Munson, S8-3 48th Engrs, to Maj Billups: Maj Billups, cone
We are ready to remove the baiiey bridge installed taocted G-4 and
at 016400 and would like to have traffic routed .arrengements
through Langensoultzbagh-MattstalleLembach, for are made for :
approximetely one hour, traffie diversior

1510 Verbal - Capt from Div MF's (IFW) to Se3:
We have 2 German engineer prisoners in stockade near
here now, who say they know where there are some
mines, with anti-1ifting devices, about 1 kile
ometer from here, They are uilling to help us
takn,thcu out, Do you have someone to go with
Ans: We will send a squad from Co B to do R
tho‘z:fs’;ne they will stop by the MP Hg to pieck .
up soners on the way. . el



32
1515

1517

156230

1530

1535

1925

1730

Seids - | | L9 |
Tel Capt Williams, S-3, 179th Inf, to Ma
Billups: ere is a irilg;'out at 036476; '
and we would like to have a bridge put in there
as our Co G is going up that road. There is
:.lailill close by with good lumber whieh could
used., i .

Tel - Maj Billups, to Capt Tauscher, ADE: : A%
Has Lt Col Monnier toid.yau what he wants to do W
with the bridge at 0264747 ~ SR

Ans: The Col wants a twoeway timber structe ity
ure there, , ot

Lt Foster sent to Co B to get squad of minee
sweepers to pick up German prisoners for guides
to minefield.

Verbal « Tec 4 Nnatad, Water subply sect:

| Water point in Zinswiller closed; new point

opened in Lembach at 039449,

Tel = Nai Blllups to Capt Nﬁlliann, DB,
179th Inf: I have notified Lt Bridges, Co B

about the timber bridge construetion a% 026464.

What local security is there at present in vice

inity of bridge site? y :

Ans: G Co is on the way to that point; "
they will go beyond and .ocoupy high ground at "
020483. cutting the main roed running west and
the road running north.

Tel « Capt Williams, S3 179th Inf, to Maj Ge3 notified.
Billups: Co G has secured the high ground at hl &
020483 and have blocked the main roads as ordered

by Division,

We have a report that the bridge at 032463 has

been blown by some engineers; the vehieles having

assed thies point are now cut off, Will you contact

t Bridges and ask him to report at 2nd Ban ,Hg in
Lembach, before he starts work.,

Ma j Billups, reports that the stream crossing
equipment (toot‘ridgo and rubber boats) have been
picked up by VI Corps from our Enginser dump,

Tel « Capt Frank, Vo C to Maj Billups: The
bridge at 032463 was damaged by us when the tank
dozer was pulled out.

The road Wingen-Climbach was swept as far as

072481 at which point a culvert is blown, The gap

of blown culvert is 15 feet. The bridge is in at
a Jjunetion point 075463; between the blown culvert
and the bridge at 075463 there is a tree road block.

-"—

-y



1820

1915

2115

ikl KED ACTION TAKEN
The road Pt Wingen northwest, is swept
to the e of woods at 0084!!{ a trail ioaiils
from Pt Wingen to the northwest was swept as

far as the German border (083493). We were in
Germany at 1330 hours. This trall 1s class Dl.

Tol - Maj Billups, to Capt Hales, Se4:
Q: VWhat stringer material do you have available
for bridging?

Ans: Ve have 32 pleces 6 x 8 x 18 and 100
pieces of 3 x 12 x 13.

Maj Billups requests Gag; Hales draw more
lumber and explosives from Corps Engr Dump.

Maj Billupe receives report from Lt Simmonsj

Go A: We will need a taunk dozer for Co A's

operations tomorrow. Tank ao:o:tzrovb
fously working with
Co A but was return-
ed to Co C: Maj
Billups contacted
Capt Frank who state
dozer is in need of
repairs at present,

Tel « Lt Bridges, Co B, to Maj Billups:
The 179th Inf has asked us to repald bdbridgze
at 026474 so that they cam feed their Co G and
to reinforce them with tanks, The bridge we
intend to build there will take too long to
construct to serve immediate purpose, so the

infantry ploneer platoon has gone to the

bridge site to put in an expedient of some sort.

Anst If the picneer platoon 18 unsuccessSe
ful, it might be posesible to develop a ford
%0 the north of the dridge site.

Lt Simmons, Co A, reports that the right
fork of the road north of the bridge has been
cleared to point around the first bend.

Lt Bridges: The German prisoners did pelnt
out two & minefields and one TOFF mine in road
and they say they know where there are more.

Tel - Lt Bridges, Co B, to Maj Billups: Fioneer

platoon of the 179th Inf have installed an

expedient at bridge site 026474 consisting of
loosely laid planks. We will start timber
bridge there in the morning. The 157th Inf

reports a road block on right fork of road to
north, before the bend, which no one has yet

been able to remove because of enemy mortar fire.
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veatne: ra ¥ 3 eibility fair.
0820 Tel « Maj Billups, to Capt Tauscher, ADE:
Co A cieared road Lembach northwest to 027479.

Co B took the two German engineer prisoners
from enclosure and had them point out the
logation of the minefields, One minefleld at
989599 had 30 S mines; another at 996413
had 8 & mines. These minefields were just
marked off last night and will be removed
today; the German prisoners will point out
which & mines are rigged up with anit-1ifting
devices and have volunteered to help remove them.
Co B today is making preparatione to bulld a
two way, simple stringer timber structure at
0285475,

Co C cleared road Wingen to Climbach as far
as the blowh culvert at 072462; there 1s a tree
road block beyond blown culvert and a bridge
beyond road block. Thie bridrce is not blown, My
They also e¢leared road Wingen northeast to Fetit IR
Wingen north to edge of woods then south to the W
town of Wingen; eleared trail running northeast
from Potit #wingen and along edge of woods %o 2
the German border. W

The trail leading to German border is Class ~ oo
Dl; the road triamgle within Wingen is Class Cl;
road Lembach leading northwest is class B2;
road Lembach-Wingen is elase Blj.

The new mine which the 180th Inf mine clearing
platoon located reecently has definitely been
elassified as the EZ44 ipniter. Samples of 1t
were went with box to VI Corps Engineer.

%We also sent to VI Corps a case containing iy
8 mine meccessories which consisteé of nine 3 i
prong igniters, 9 %242 izniters and €apS. - :

ere i3 a sawmill located on road leading

porthwest {rom kembach at 084464 and a gravel
it east of Lembach at 051452 which we are chock- Wyl
ing this moraning for possible use. : o

0840 Pel » Capt Sayder (S-3 157th Inf) to Ma) : £l
Billups: There i3 some road elsaring %o be done o0
at 025475; elements of the 179th Inf are just
past this point and the battalion commander
states thet this aree is sefe. Does Cept Rickey
have & tank dozer to work with there?

Anst! Capt Eickey does not have a tank dozer
he ohly has a bulldozer which could be used.
Gapt Snyder states that 157th Inf has had
reconnaissance on the road northwest from Wingen
gs far as 057500 at whieh poiat they located
18 mines.

< b

o T '
et 2%,
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0845 Tel message to Capt Frank, Co C, from

Maj Billups: ."157th Inf patrols go north
from Wingen, report 15 mines at 057500".

0900 Tel - Maj Billups to Capt Thompson, 48th
Engrs: We would like to borrow your Quickway
erane.

Gapt Thompson states that at present
Quickway erans 18 heing used.

0940 Lt Bridges, Co B, reports to Maj Billups:
The two German prisoners have picked up the
€ mines from minefields located at 989599
and 996413, PW's were of the 245th Engr Bn.
Minefiecld at 998399 had %0 S mines., Mine-
field at 996413 had 12 & mines, instead of
8 ae previously reported.
The mines were laid in a regular pattern
bounded by small wire.
The row to the German side was spaced an
even 4 metres apart, In the two sucoceeding
- Tows they were gpaced two metres aspart. In
these particular fields only the & mine Z35
pressure igniter was used.
PW's state that their ocompany had received
no instructions whatever in the use of the EZ
44 release mechanism,

1000 ~ Maj Munson, 8-8 48th Engrs, reports that
his unit will take over maiﬁtenanoo of MSR
Lembach to Wingen anéd from “embach northwest
to bridze under construction ot 026474.

1050 - Tel - Lt Col Monnier, calling from Div
Hy, to Maj Billups: Division right boundary has
been extended to include Podenthal. 180th
- Inf has troops west of the town, and the 108rd

| DPiv has troops east of 1it.

1055 Tel « Maj Carroll, 2% 157th Inf, to Maj -
Billups: I asked Capt Rickey last n{ght to
remove the roadblock a2t 026480 this morning
early. The work was not started until 1040
hours this morning,

1110 Lt Foster, Ass't S-3, sent to contact Co
C with instructions for them to develop
supply route Wingen north to Bobenthal,
Lsiil ce will be rendered by one company
of the 48th Engrs, :
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1125

1200

1505

1520

1525

1700

lﬂl‘!!!. AN e,

Teec 5 Dutton, recon seet, reports on
road reconnaissance: Road 071482-083495-
0804980080500-084505 has been opened as far
as 084505 for traffic; tanks and 1/4 tons
have been over this route and is strietly one
way. AU present road repairs will be nec-
aagiry'rrom 083498 down the hill to a point
0804986, ;

Lt Yoster, Ase't S.8, returning from Co C
reporte: Capt Frank now has a mine clearing
8quad working with sach infantry company,
on the road leadinz to Bobenthal; a8 soon as
bhe recelves g report on what is needed for
development of this road he will notify us.

Tel - S-3 Div Arty: There is a tree road
block on the road at 004403; we would like to
have this block removed 2nd checked for minés
and booby traps in order te paes vehicles
o tgn alr field which is about 1000 yards
ahead, :

Tel - 5-3, Div Arty: Cancel the reguest
for road block clearance., OUur vehicles
have bypassed the road bdlock.

Capt Rickey, Co A, reportz to Ba CP with
the following information: Road northwest
from Lembach has been opened from 028480
northeast to 043504, Road Wingea northwest
has been swept to fork at 047505.

Tel - Capt Frank, Co C, to Maj Billups:
Lt Thuring swept road north of Bobeathal to
092529, At this point there is an anti-tank
diteh, The reoadway aeross the ditch there
has a crater 25 to 30 feet in diameter and
12 feet deep. The 180th Inf GO waats this
erater bridged.

Colonel Dulaney, €O 180th Inf, also wants

ug to clear roads Nothwiller to liieder
Schlettenbach; we already have men sweeping
this road.

Major Billups states that this road is
in the 157th Inf sector and not the 180th,

Tel - Lt Col Monnier, to Maj Billups:.
The 48th kagrs have agreed to take over maine
tenance of road Lembach northwest to R025480
east and north to 043518, south to Wingen,
southwest to Lembach; will also render
asszistance 4n bridge comstruetion at RO72541,
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ald HKS ACTION TAKEN
and in bridging the erater at R090529.

Tel - Capt Frank, Co C; to Maj Billups:
Lt Safir, Co C, while working on road Nethe
weiler-Nieder Sehlettenbach, before approache
ing the blown bridge at RO72541, encountered
the following obstacles; ocne timber rosd
block with gate and wired beaum lodged on top;
next a blown culvert approximately 19 fect
gap; next a small tree road block; neixt a road
bloek 1/4 mile long (abatis); next a blown
eulvert with 25 ft gep; infantry ies Just beyend
the first tree road block.

Maj Billups informe Capt Frarnk that 1t
Bridges, Co B will have about two platoons
commenge work improving the trail from Pt.
Wingen northeast to Bobemthel, in the morning;

- also tank dozer has been rapairod and will
be sent to Co C CFP, south of Lembach, in the
morning, -

2125 Tel « Maj Billups to Capt Rickey, Co A:
The tank dozer hes been repalrod and is now
here at Pn CP, I am sending 1t at 0045 hours
to Nothweller at which polint it can be picked
up and guided %o road blocks, For the blown
eulverts, I will have one 24" and ons 38"
steel enlverts delivered to your OF (032429).

23515 Tel « Lt Col Monnier tc Maj Billups: Lt Brum. Co B,
Gen Frederiock orte that trail from Fetit instrue to
W n north te benthal will become a start work on .
division NSR tomorrow and will probably not road immediately.
be able to earry mueh heavy traffiec in its
t dondition., He wants two platoons of
: r8 put to work improving it immede
ia so that it will be able to carry
tomorrow's traffie.

2330 Tel -~ Maj Billups, to Lt Duval, 48th Sngrs:
Can you loan us any dump trucks tomorrow for
ng gravel?
Ans: All of our trucks will be dusy,
but we might be able to provide you some 1T
the need ir urgent. There will be two
Brockway trucks with treadway standing by
from about 0900 hours en.

:
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1000

’
east and north to 043504; from R043504 southeast
to 'Lisu‘o:mm tree road block and 15 mines

from 56 .

Co B removed two German 8 minefields with the

assistance of two German PW's from the 245th
Bngr Ba. The S minefield at Q989399 had 50 mines)
the minefield at Q996413 had 12 mines instead
of B as ously reported. They oqznhm the
two way er bridge at RO26474 somet after
dark; with exception of traffie stripping.

" ¢o C swept trail from Germaa border at

 RO82494 to Bobenthal morth to anti-tank diteh

and erater at RO9L529.

Tel - Col "'““1.’,%' G of 8, to Maj Billupst
Gol Wieckham requests information on road situation
north of W and inte Bobenthal.

Ans: Maj Billups reports that at present
nnnaum{:{tormmmunr
on the road, and ieve we can pass all © ie
on this road although we will have some diffleulty
with tanks. lomtrmch‘ﬂtitnlm.
for all traffic before utnt . The 48th Engrs
are furnishing about six dump trucks and a quicke
way shovel in vieinity of Lembach to load gravel.

Tol - Maj Billups to Lt Lipscomb Co C:
Q: What infantry battalions of the iml are
wor this morning? '

Ans: two working now, the lst and 3rd.

" Lt Bafir's platoon is broken down into one :ﬁ;‘

per infan company while the 3rd platoon

the 3rd Bn is working as a platoon. The 5rd Bn
is keeping on the road while the 1st Bn is going
eross country.

Qt Maj Billups: Does Cspt Frank bhave any men
left in the company?

Ans: Yes, we have a few,

Tel - Lt Col Meonnier, ealling from the 180th Maj Billups has bor

Inf, to Maj Billups: At present there is one assigned Lt SN
platoon from Co B and one from Co € wo: on Cleson, Recon 0,
trail W Bobenthal, but they have no officer o supervise work.

to sup se road repalr. Request you assign |
eryise it now, i

g his D-7 bulld
e i
to cover oratef a hﬁhf“h.’u&s require | a8
pridging since the crater is 48 £t across and S
12 feet deep. _
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1030

1230

108447 is class Clg, | @y

RIS ARKS ACTION TAKEN
The road Pt Wingen-Climbach east to R0S7466 Maj Billups has
north to RO98483 northeast to main road R108447 n:t Tee
northwest to Bobenthal is reported opean. Part Dutten, reecon
of this route 1s a trail thru the woods (from seet, to check
RO87466-098483-108447) and will ecarry 2§ ton this route
vehicles. Have someone check this route, :
Lt Col Monnier states he will now cheek road Maj Lowe, Exee

Nothweiler-Nieder Schlettenbach where Co 4 is and ADE notified’
working. :

Tel - Lt Col Austin, CO 645th TD Bn, to Lt Foster informs
Lt Foster, Ass't S5-3: i would like teo Lt Col Austin that
if your unit can use my pieneer platoon, con- Lt Col Monnier will
sisting of approximately 20 mea, with an air be notified,

oﬂz:um and a few o tools. This pioneer
platoon has had experience in lifting mines and
other engineer functions.

Lt Col Monnier reports road Nothweilere ADE notified
Nieder Sohlettenbach has been cleared and swept
as far as R066540 by Co 4; the 500 yard tree

. Toad block has not been removed yet. In front

of the tree road block there is a blown culvert,
and in front of blown culvert is the blown bridge

- RO72542, There will be 48 ft of treadway at

Nothweiler together with one oculvert ready for
bridge at R072542., Estimated requirements to
bridge gap at R072542 are 36 ft of treadway and
one culvert. Road Nothweiler-Nieder Schlette
enbach is class Cl, The road Pt Wingem-Bobeanthal
is being corduroyed at present with slabs which
are hauled from a sa nearby. The erater at
RO91529 is 45 rt 8 inches across.,

Capt Tauscher informs Lt Col Monnier that

~ the blown culvert at RO74463 has not been s o

ed and the main road leading west from
c1 ¢h has not been swept far enough to : e
connect with clearance from the east side.

Capt Frank, Co ¢, reports to Maj Billups: u
The 103rd Engineers have constructed a bailey i
bridge at R107495, It was constructed and : VA
extended {orpanuoula: to the main road and :

any vehicle over a 23 ton can not make the e
turn in either direction. We ecan improve this gt
Af Division has any interest in this route. - ey
~_ The route from Climbach R087466-098483. he
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1310

1315

1320

1330

1335

1415

Teo 5 Dutton, Recon Sect, reports to Ma
Billups: Rosd Climbach ROB7466-098483-108477
is olass F1f. :

Tel - Capt Thames, Actg 8-3, 48th Engrs, to
MaJ Billups: We have three dump trucks at vie
R035437 ready but would like to have scmeone
guide them to the place where they are nesded.

Ma} Billups informed Gapt Themes that Lt
Bridges, now at En CP(Langensoultzbaeh) will
8top by and gulde the trueks., Maj Billups
requests their three trucks be loaded with
gravel from the git nearby.
~ Maj Billups informs Capt Thames that there
is a possibility of using a bailey bridge over
the erater at RO91529,

Tol - Lt Col Monnier to Capt Price, G-3 0ffice:
The 103rd Pivision Lngineers have a balley bridge
at R107495 constructed in such a manner that
its extending onte main road prevents large
vehicles from making the tura. If we can get
olearance on this route, we can commit our men
to improve this,

-,

Lt Gol Monnier to Maj Billups: We will plan  Maj Billups
on coinstrueting a bypass beside the erater at notifies Lt
R091529 and a two way timber bridge later. Duval, Asst S-3
1 48th in;r Ba.
Tel - Capt Sandelin, 5.3 180th Inf, to Maj Maj Bi 8 in-
Billups: Lt Col Duval would like to contaot forms qu Sand-
one of the engineer officers now working inm elin that Lt
1::oinity ot‘ b;;::al for the purpose of rige- :lllilq'::‘::‘ﬂi'
, up some demo on. 8 now :
vie of Bobenthal.

Tel - Maj Billupe to Col Arnote, Div Arty
C0: We propose to remove treadway iridgo at Lt Col Sehlotz-

R020410; will this hinder your supply route? haver, G-4, not-

Ans: This will not affect us any; we can use ified; approval

the main road Woerth to Lembach. granted for re-
moval of treadway.
CO 48th :

Tel - Lt Col Monnier to Maj Billups: The
103rd Division will have one company of their
own eaginéers improve the bailey bridge main
road turn at R107495; therefore we will not be
required to do this work.

Radio - Maj Lowe, Exec O;Ito Lt Bridg;g.
Co B: "Dump trucks waiting for guide at W

T



IIE REMARES Aviivs sosee

1605 Lt Oleson, Recon O, reports: Reoad from
Bobenthal to R006496 1s class Alj; there is a
treadway bridge at this point but the approach
in the road is too sharp te tura large equipment.
It is impossible to turn any vehicles with trailers.
From this point to Climbach the road cendition
1' class ¥ B ¢

At RO75463, there is a road block consistiag
of R mines, a iarge erater and a number of
tree abatis, This road is not open.
The road Climbach to Pt Wingen is clase El
and is in good conditioc,
The road from Pt Wingen to Nothweiler is in
guod eondition; the road Nothweiler-Nieder
chlettenbach is elass Al}. There is a road
block extending from RO64539 to RO72541. There
is a pill box a2t RO75541 covering the road and A
as yet it has not been nsutralized. There is Vg
'~ a ditch across the road within the tree abatis a1
at RO67539. ;

1610 Tel -« Capt Thames (Aotg 5.3 48th Engrs, to Lt Oleson notifies
Lt Oleson, Recon O: We would like to get 45 ft Maj Billups. B
of 18" steel culvert to install at RO75463 on \ s (4
the maln read from Lembach east to Glimbagh.
The R mines and the tree road block have been

16350 Tel - Capt Tauscher, ADE, to Maj Billups: i
' The 48th Engrs Mave ramoved trsadway bridge A
at R020410, and will bleck the road leading to ol
Mattstall., The MP's on the other end im the v
town of Mattstall would like for us te block i
the road at that point to deny 1t completely. S

1700 Tel « Maj Billups to Capt Hales, S-41 Maj Billups not-
The 48th Engrs will need about 45 ft of steel ifies the 48th
eulvert fHow much do you have now? _ 8 to draw the

Ans: We have 140 £t of 36 inch steel ; culvert.
eulvert in the dump in Lembach. Twenty feet
of this is assembled, Capt Hales gests ' 18
that if the 48th Engrs want this eulvert now, gt
they can go te the Engr dump and draw 1t pro- . B
vided it is signed for. 5

1716 Tel - Maj Darling, VI Corps Engr Office,
. to Maj Billups: We have a report here to the
effect that you need more engineer support.
If 1t is engineer personnel, this is not
ossible at present, but we may be able to
zurnilh engineer equipment, .

S T



We will be able to furnish you with 4 or §
dump trucks soon; at present they are being
used to haul lumber to Engineer dumps.
We are getting 45 tons of explosives for
our VI Corps Engr Dump; it is an assortment
- of every type of explosives.

1740 Tel - Gapt Tauscher, ADE, to Maj Billups:
~The 157th Inf is making a stream croscing toe
night and have requested ten rubber boats and
‘a dozen satchel charges, I have already
notified Capt Hales, 5.4,
Ge3 disapproves road c¢learance over
route Pt VWingen~Climbach north to main road,

1745 Tel - Maj Carroll, S-3 157th Inf, to Maj
Billups: We would rather have the rubber
boats delivered deflated, but we do want two
men from your company to inflate the boats and
two men to instruet our infantry how to use
the satchel charges.

1820 Tel « Col James, 157th Inf, to Capt Rickey
Co A (at Bn CP): For the stream orossing toe -
night at 2200 houry, get ten rubber boats, six
bee hive charges and six satehel charges.
Whonhgnn have all these together, stop here at
the (Lembach), There will be somcone here
to guide you to where they must be delivered.

1830 Tel -« Capt Frank, calling from the 180th Lt Forter, Asst

Inf OP, to Maj Billups: The lst Bn 180th Inf S-2 sent to not~

will make a stream croseing at 2330 hours, ity Lt Safir at
and they will need two footdridges. Co C and will
Have someone contact Lt SBafir at the Co also pick up bolts

- CP and tell him to commence building two foot= for steel m Irs

bridges. I do not have any steocl members to of bridge at Engr

.spliee it with.

Dump at Lembach
Maj Billups states he will arrange for : i

~ steel members for splicing. YR
1855 Tel « Lt Bridges, Co B, to Maj Billups: HaJ Pillups has
"~ The road repairing of route Pt Wingen to inetructed Lt =
 Bobenthal is almost completed and will be ready Bridges to com=
 for traffiec. Part of the route, from ©'¢ plete repairs
% . Wingen to the top of the hill at ROE4498 is and to continue
. two way, but from this point down to ths malntenance of

valley, it is only ome way. The 179th Inf this route. .
does not have any planned work for us tomorrow. 3
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1900

2015

BEMARES
Tel - Capt Tauseher, ADE, to Maj Billups:
Div G4 requests some cne from our organize

ation make a reconnaissance to Wissembourg
over the route Pt Wingen east to Climbaech to

‘Wissembourg for the purposs of finding a good

bypassing route around the town or the best
route through the town. Have whoever is sent
out réport at Div CF when he returns.

Tel - Maj Billups to S-3, 645th TD Bn:
We will be able to use the pioneer platoon
out of your unit to help eorduroy the present
Div MsR, The tools required will be mainly .
axes and shovels,

Have the officer im charge contact Lt
Bridges, Co B, at his CP R072463 N of Wingen.

Lt Foster, Asst S-3 leaves to deliver
Bteel plates and belts for splicing foote

EERIOD 0001-2400 18 December 1944:

Weather: Cloudy, cold, ‘intermittent rain. Yl-ib;lityx Poor

Tel - Maj Billuﬁa to Capt Tauscher, ADE:
Co A cleared roads
and Nothweiler northeast to R086640.

Co B, with the assistance of one platoon
from Co 6
uroy on division MSR between Pt Wingen and

lobonthalg (RO80493 to R084494); -also completed
r

traffic s
RO26474.
Co C (less one platoon assisting Co B)

ipoing on two way timber bridge at

| had one platoen Supporting the 1lst Ba 180th Inf

and another supporting the Srd Bn.

The 645th TD Reconnaissansce platoon will
be used to repair and maintain the Div MER
between Pt Wingen and Bobenthal; they will be
attached to Co B for operations.

The road Lembach-Climbach is not open as

-yet; the 48th Engr Bn have not replaced the

blown culvert at RO75463.

Tel « Capt Thompson, LO 43th Bngrs, to Maj
Billups: Q! Will the treadway bridze be put
in today at R072542%

othweller north to RO45531

lald approximately 300 yards of corde-

ACTION TAKEN

Maj Billups states

there will be
someone sent early
in the morning on
this mis Sion.

Ans! We do not believe this will be feasable

due to the tactical situation; at present we
have imformation that neither the 157th or the
180th Inf made a stream crossing and only one
pill box was neutralized,

=88«
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0935

1035

1045

1050

1245

EBIRED S ACTION AN

Capt Thompson reports that on the west side
of the blown culvert at R0O75463, the 48th
Infrl removed five Riegel mines and two
Tellermines. According te reports from

your unit, this road had been oleared to the
blown culvert.

Tel - Capt Tauscher, ADE, to Maj Billups:
Companies B and C of the 180th Inf, have
grossad the stream; K Co neutralized one pille
box. One platoon of Co C 157th Inf has erossed
the stream vicinity of Bundenthal.,

Tel - Capt Rickey, Co 4, to iaj Lowe, Exec
C: The 157th Inf succeeded in eroscing one
company in the vieinity of blown bridge at
lsgglba; this was done while infantry at a
point further below aitracted the enemy's attention by
attempting to ocross in rubber boats,

We have not been able to remove the tree
road bdblock at 089540, yet: this will be
possible as socon as the tactical situation
permits., I have been maintaining contact
with the 180th Infantry.

Tel - Capt Tauscher, “DE, to Maj Lowe,
Exec O0: The 179th Inf supply officer has
reported to Pivision G-4 that two of his

cles have struck TOFF mines somewhere
along a traffie route previeusly reported
cleared of mines,

I suggest that in the future all mines
removed be stockpiled and destroyed to pre-
vent any possible rearmiang and re-laying.

Tel « Lt Col Monnier to Maj Lowe, Exee O:

Contact Maj Billups and tell to have somee
one cheok the trail R058499 nertheast to
Bobenthal,

The tree road block (vie 069540) has not
been removed yet, I bhave ordered Lt Smith,
Co A, to go shead and c¢lear thie block as soon
as possible.

Tel - Cupt Thames, Actg £-3 48th Engrs
%o Maj Billups: In view of the plan to bridge
blown erater at RO91629, we would like to know
the present condition of the road between
Ft Vingen and Bobenthal.

-t 9=



13500

1320

1330

. .amem to pick up nitrogen ey

REM A HAS

Ans: Suggest that the 48th Bngrs send
reconnaissance over this road because we
have not received information as to its
present condition. DVivision traffic has been
over this rcute, between the time corduroying
Job was completed and now.

Cept Thames reports road between Lembach
and Climbach opened at 1200 hours. At that
time the culvert wus passing traffiec one way
but would be. improved for twe way traffiec soen.

Tel = Lt Kimbler, Asst Div CWO, to Ma
Lowe, Yxec 0: The 157th Inf wants nine flame
throwers reggied as soon as possible. Will
you make a ements for nitrogen ~nd hy-

en and have the flame threwers filleéd.

Ve have the flame throwers and the prepared
gascline fuel mixture,

Tel « Capt Padgett, Div CWO, to Maj Lowe,
Exee 0: The division Gh-nical *arrare dump

4s now in paper mill in Bouxwiller, We Lave

there twelve flame throwers, three of which
I believe are filled, cne mixing kit and 100

lons of prepared fuel, Szt Frank, Uiy
ml seetion, ie in charge of the dump,

Capt Hales, Se4, left for 7th irmy Engr
Dump to eontao% Tee 4 Josephe, 5«4 section,
and expedite {elivery of one hyérogen eylinder
on order., The hydrogen eylinder will be .
delivzred to the Chemiecal Warfare Qump at

.at Bouxwiller,

Sgt Nelson, En Cml 8gt, left with twe
iindors for de~

£ 8 livery to the Piv Cml Warfare dump at Bouxe

1340

1420

willer, and will ready the nine flame throwers

for the 157th Inr,

Tel -~ Maj Lowe, %xec 0, to Lt Kimbler,

‘Asst Div Cml O: Contact 157th Inf and notify

them the nine flamethrowers will be reudy for
them to pick up in Bouxwiller at 1730 hours,

Tel « Capt THuscher, ADE, to Maj Lowe, Exee
0: Division prepares to open a rest camp,
ecapable of accomodating 300 mem, in Nisderbroan
on 20 December ané has ruquostai the use of our
shower unit there. The shower unit is to be
installed tomorrow, -

Capt Rosheger is in charge and he is
now staying at Hotel Xur in Niederbronn.

«70=
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contacted; he
states there are 6
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dump, one
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was ordered from
7th Army dump today
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1525

1535

1600

1615

REM/ARKE

Maj Lowe informs Capt Tauseher that we
do not have enough persoanel to operate and
maintain shower unit; however one effiocient
operator plus civilian employees would solve
this problem.

Tel « Capt Thames, Aetg S-3 48th Engrs,
to Maj Billups: We have a reconnaicsance repors
on the trail from RO58499 northeast to Lobenthal
1/4 von vehicles and other larzer vehicles have
been as far as the fork at R081505, The trsil
branches in three directions; the trail to the
left 18 good for sbout 500 yarés; the middle
one goes into the valley and is very poor; the
branch to the right follows the ridge end is
alse a very poor trail. All vehicles have
turned back.

Capt Thames states his reconnaissance has
not boen as far as the blown crater above

~ Bobenthal to obtain information as to diameter,

depth and abutments of the gap.

Maj Billups informs him that the crater 1s
43 ft, 8 ipnches in dlameter, 12 feet deep and
there are no abutments whatever. The road
leading thereto is ecapable of passing heavy
traffie at present., The road from Pt Wingen-
Bobenthal is a one way route ané we are trying
to negotiate a retura routs from Bobenthal
southeast to R107497, south to Climbach in the
105rd Division sector,

Lt Col Monnier to Maj Billups: Lt Prestwood
of Co C, is now cheeking treil from RO58499
northeast to Bobenthal, with view of ilmproving
it for traffic (4 ton vehicles,)

Tel « Capt Lee, VI Corps ingr Supply O, to
Maj Billups: We will be able to furnish you
five dump trucks for about 5 days. There are
now avallable at the 2749th Light BEgpt Co
located south of Mertzwiller. Iif you will
send a gulde, we will release them tonight.

Tel - Capt Thames, 5«3 48th ingrs, to Maj
,Billups: The roeck crusher and shovel are now
i:;:Ioration at 038437. They are capable of
- ng 20 trucks per hour. At present our Co
B is uninf it and they only have 5-0or 6 trucks

to be fllled per hour,

«71l-
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G=3 notified

M/8gt MeAlarnis
S5-3 sect, sent
guide the dump

“ _

trucks. They are

to be delivered

to Lt Bridges
Co B,

at



1710

1717

1750

KEMARKS . N T4

Maj Billups states that we are now
getting 5 dump trucks and will have thes draw
the crushed rock to repair the division MSR

Tel = Capt Frank, Co ¢, to Lt Col Honnio‘?“@ .
Have devsloped the trail RO57500-073515= --
Nieder Schlettenbach so that it will take
1/4 ton amd 23 tons, but probably nothing
heavier. Howaver, {t has very steep grades
and runs along a oliff part of the way,

The Yower part of the trall 1s pretity

¥, and we are draining it now, Lt
PI;.;'OG‘ thinks he may find a way around the
elirf.,

The tank dozer No 2 whioh has been working
with Lt Smith, Co A, has broken down (blade broken

I belleve) «nd I am sending tank dozer No 1,

which has been with me, o him.

The 103rd Div did not went Lt Thuring %o V1 Corps Engr

destroy the two glllhoxnn in thelr sector notified.
which the 180th Inf took. They said they
would put guards on them. .

Tel - Lt Col Darling (VI Corpe Sngr Orfice)
to Lt Col Monnier, cgiilhamaa (VI Corps Sngr)
wante you and Lt Col £+ (00 43th Engrs)
at VI Corps Hg for a naoting tomorrow
morning at 0930, The 48th Bagrs are %o he
relieved by the 540th Eagrs. We will send
Lt Fenstermacher and a takk dozer from the
6638 Engrs up to you to work with you.

Tel - M/Egt Matthews, Div Oml Warfars
Offics, to daj Lowe, Exeec O: The 157th Int
has reqnasted nins more flamethrowers; we have
only thres more and this is all we will ba able
t0 furnish them,

Maj Lowe: We will send Szt Nelson back to
Bouxwiller in the morning; the 157th Inf can
g:tk up these three at about 1000 hours in.

uxwiller,

Tel - Maj Billups to Lt Col Reynolds, G-3:
One of our tank dozers while clearing a road
block at 069540, broke down this evealng and
we are committing our second tank dozer.
However, we do not intend to run the risk of
operating it during darknoss, but we propose
to start work sarly tomerrow, WYe would like
to know if this plan 1s satisfactory. ,

Ans: Lt Col Reynolds approves.

Tel - Capt Thames, S-3, 46th Lngrs, to Maj
Billups: Ve will be able to furnish you six

e e LR O Y
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1905 Tel - Maj Billups, to Lt Col Schlotzhauer

: Div G-4: From the trail beginning at RO57500
northeast to fork at R0815056, one fork rune into
the valley to about R074515 then east to Bobe
enthal, and is a very poor trail. It will /)
pass 1}4 ton vehlcles and possibly 3/4 tons, '
but it will not earry any sustained traffic
whatsoever, It is swampz;most of the way.
We have some people working on the alternate
route now, Degluning at RO61B05 to the east
it passes thru the point R0O78505 then iato
Bobenthal, This is a poor trail but it will
pass 2y ton vehicles.

The Piv MSR is open onme way end will earry
Bost any traffic, We have one company of cnzin-
eere working on it now, It will require conte
inuous maintenance,

1830 Tel - Ma) Billuga, to Cept Fadgett,(Div
CW Office): The 157th-Inf piecked up their
nipe flamethrowers at Fo ler, COf the three
remaining, two have leaky connections and one has
a faulty ignition syetem,

Capt Padgett states that for the next order of ;
nine more flamethrowers, he ean draw six at Epinal j
and will notify this offioe when they arrive. : '

Maj Billups has suggested that Capt Padgett
transfer his flamethrowers and fuel to our engineer
dump, to be kept there in the event they are called
for, and also that the flamethrowers be returned to :
our enginesr dump for refueling and re-servicelng )
ovarg time they are usged. :

apt Padgzett states that ne wishes we make all
poseible efrfort to repair the three flamethrowers
now 2% Bouxwiller.

1940 Tel - Capt-¥rank, Co O, %o Maj Billups: CO 180th
At what time will the tamk dozer start removing Inf notified
the remainder of the tree road block vic R068420)%

Ans: We plan to have it start work at daylight.,
Capt Frank requests iaj Billups notify Col
: ney, €0 180th Iaf, of this plan,

2040 Meesenger S-3 to Lt Sridges, Co B: Have
guide for six trucks from the 48th Engrs at
the 48th Engr CF at 0800 hours tomorrow.

The quarry at the 48th Engrs ie now in
operation; its capacity ie twenty trucks per
hour and you will be the only one using it. Fut

~all trucks from VI Corps that M/Egt Me larnis
18 bringing and those six trucks from the 48th
Bngrs tc hauling gravel to your road.

1
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2130 Tel - Maj Pryor, 5-5 645th TD Bn, to Maj
Billups: Q: How ada pur boys who were helping
out do today?

? Alright, We had them draining = road
i:!parttory to gravelling it.

J Pryor tells ¥5) Billups thet we can use
his men, now with us, for bably another week.
He will give us = dav'e notice when he wants
them back, -

EERIOD 0001-2400 19 Dooember 1944:

Weather: Cloudy, oold,'ﬁist and 1ight rain during morning.
‘ Visibility, poor, '

0835 Tel « Capt Padgett, Div CWO, to Maj Billups
I believe we will be able *to pick up eight
flamethrowers from Epinal instead of the six
as reported last night.

Ma] Billups states he is sending Sgt Nelsen
Bn Cml Sgt, to Bouxwiller tuis morning, ' Sgt
Nelson is to bring 2ll the flamethrowers and
equipment to our dump ir Lembach and we would
like to have the eight flamethrowers delivered
to our dump in Lembach,

Maj Billups suggeste that reguests for
flamethrowers be eleared thru the Div CWO and
flamethrowers will be receipted for..

0840 Tel = ﬁai Billups, to Capt Teuscher, ADE:
Co A improved trails ioaling up into vieinity
of Bobenthal and removed approximately 100
yards of tree road block at K088540; they
still leck arproximately 160 yards from comp=
leting the job.
Co B, reinforced with one platoon of appe
rolllatoiy 40 men from the 645th 1D Bn, continued
rovement of the romd leading from Fi Vingen to
Bobenthal thru the woods. This work consisted of
improvement of drainage, gravelling andé corduroying.
Co C started opening the trail from ROS7500-
061605-082513 to Hobenthal, It will psss 2¢ ton
vehicles; but it will not carry heavy traffie for
a long periocd of time. .
, ¥e made reconnaissanocae of rosds in the diviszion
seotor; alsc turned over to the infantry nine -
flamethrowsrs. :

-74
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1000

1040

1125

Capt Tauscher informe ’33 Billups that
be 1nning this morning at 0700 hours, the Div
Msﬁ Pt Wingen north to Bobeanthal will be for
one way traffiec only; return route will be
Bobenthal southeast to R107447 sgouth teo Climbach
west to Tt Wingen. The Div MSR from Pt Wingen
to Bobenthal will be used mostly for light
vehicles and communication purposes, the heavy
artillery, ete,, will be routed around by way of
Wissembourg then to Bobenthal over the good road.

Radic - Capt Rickey, Co A; to Maj Billupa:
Co A moving to ROS3502.

Tel « Lt Smith, Co A, to Maj Billups: The
replacement tank deozer sent from Co C to work on
the tree road block at ROB8B540 hes broken down.
Tank dozer driver sstimates it will require a

ACTION TAKEN

ADE notified.

minor weldinz operatlon of approximately 15 minutes,

Maj Billups informs Lt Spith that Lt Sande
ridge, Battal ion Motor O, is now on the way up
t0 pick up the No 2 tank dozer blade, vie of"
RO68540, Msanwhlle, Lt Smith 1s to put his
men to eutting trees from the roasd block with
osaws whille tank dozer No 1 {s repaired. :

~ Radio - Capt Frank, Co ¢, to Maj Billups: CWO
_Send welder to lLester'tc tank dozer f

No 2).

Radlo - Capt Frank, Co ¢, to laj Billupe: Tee 5 Amundson,
Send Welder and wrecker to Lt Sandridge in Motor Fool,
Nothweiler. notified,

Tel « Capt Thames, S-3 48th Engrs, to Lt

Olesoa, Recon 0: The rock-crugher at preseant time

i8 not producing a sufficient quantity of rock
needed for repalr and maintenanece of the Div MSR,
The two officers tupposolli in charge are not
present, The information I have is that rock
erushing operation 1s to be expedited by a
demolition party soon.

Capt Thames will inform VI Corpe Engr Offige
with view of getting aetion on the roek erushing
operation.

Tel « Col Arnote, Div Arty CO: to Lt Oleson,
Recon 0: We propose to set up two batteries of
field artillery within ths road triangle vie of
BO45505 and would like to know whether you have
information of any S mines in this partiecular

areda.

tank dozer Bn Mot 0 ne

it S ee

Lt Oleson
notifies Capt

Thames that he

will inform

Lt Col Monmnier
a5 soon as 5
possible.
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1140

1145

1365

1310

Lt Oleson informs Col Arnote that we have
encountered S mines only in vic of RO25470;
we have no information of any beings encountered
vie RO45505, :

Tel -« Lt Oleson, Recon 0, to Capt Thames,
S«3, 48th Lngre: Lt Col Monnier states that the
Gump trucks waiting for erushed rock are parked
on the Div WSR and requests the route be eleared
as soon A& possible.

Capt.Thames says he has decided to commence
usiag the_gravel stock pilled in vie of € Co
48¢h Engr C!,

Tel « Lt Col Monnjer %o Lt Col Darling, VI
Corps Engr Exee O: What information do you have
%n regard to ths bank dozer which Lt Fenstermacher

6638 Mine Cl Co) was to deliver to us?
Ans: Lt Col Darling informs Lt Col Mounnier that
Lt Fenstermacher is now on the way with his tank
dozer and will report to cur CF,

Lt Col Momnier: Cur two tank dozers at
present are undergoing repairs; omne of these,
will be back in operation soon,

Tel - Tee 5 Dutton (rescon sect) to Lt Clescn:
We have ehecked trail beginning at 051523

 mortheast to & junetlonm at R074533. Tanks have
- beem over thie trall ¢ far as k086533, 4ll thg

trails branching frem the junction at RO7453%
ars blooked by felled trees at a distance of 78
jards from the Juncticm. The best trail However
8 the ome running parallel with the stream=
Bobenthal northwest to a point at the main road
at R068538,"

Lt Cleson requests Tec & Dutton make a complete
check of this trail in to Bobenthal; alse to - _
cheek trail Nothweller (RO47£23) north to RO49535
north to 049540 nerth to H0S50547 then northeast
to stream S, Bundenthal ?3054549).

Tel Maj Lowe, bxee O, to lst Sgt Co At Contsct
Cept Rickey amé ask him {f hs would like to use
the Re4 bulldozer to remove tree proad block while
tenk dozer is undergoing repairs.

Tel « Capt Hickey, Co A, to Maj lLowe, Exee O:
1 do not believe there will be any need for the
Re4 bulldozer. The tank dozer will be back in
operation very soon
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1315

1340

1445

' 180th Inf CF:

oord

REMARKS

Lt Smith hae removed tﬁe tree road block as far as

the enti tank ditchj it is reporteé that there
are only a few treee acrose the road beyond that
anti tsnk diteh. N e

Tel -« Capt Hales, D=4, calling from Co C CP)
L0 Haé Lowe, Exec 0: Lt Fenstermacher (6838
Mine Cles
here at Ce C,

Lt Col MNonnier i1s hare nt the CP also,

rance Uo) has arrived with hie tank.dozer
Ve have

drawn a supply of bangalore borpedoes and thermite

grenades,

Tel - Lt Lipscomb, Co 0, to Maj Lowe, Exse O:
Lt Yenstermacher's tank dozer has beea sent uo
help Co A remove tree road bloek at R089540,

Tel - Capt Padgett, Div CWO: We have been
unable to get the eight flame throwers from
Bpinal as yet., I am gonding for them sgain this
afternoon and will notify your office as scon as
they are in. ’

Lt Col Mousier reports: Tank Lozer No 1,

.while revurning to their CF was forced off the

road in vieinity of R044505 by an ammunition
truck.parked in read, seusing the tank dozer
to lose one track and to damage the side of the
road., :

Lt Col Monnier requests Maj Billups be
informed that the rcad where the tank dozer
was forced off, will require rspairs,

Tel - Capt Frank, Co C, calling from the
We propose to brid%a ?ap of 15

feet in the 3rda Bn seotor (180th Inf) at ROY1lE31 -
sometime tonizht and I would like to know what
material I can have, If treadway 18 available
I will need 2 sec'ions (24 feet). I can furnish
a guide for the bridge train; but the route
Pt Wingen-Bobenthal is not good.

Tel - Maj Lowe, Exee O, to Capt Thompson,
48th Bngrs: There is a bridging operation for
tonight for whioh requirements are 2 sections of
treadway (24 feet) These are to be put in
beyond the roaé erater (RQ91529) at the blown
dge at RO91531, The gap of the blown bridge
is 15 feet '

7T

ified; on conte
Fa to request 2

Maj Lowe, ltao“tgt
notified gl -

t |
{
?
1
f
!ll

0WO Plasegan, Asst
Ba Mot O, nobe
soting 191 Tank

l:“f “z:ﬁ:lo‘i
e is -
that arrangements
bad already been
made by an otrqup
from this Hgq, ;
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1730

1630

1650

1900,

|

way bridge trucks to Bobsnthal over the route:
, bembach-Climbach-"isgambourg then to Bobenthal

‘of the side diteh inte whieh it was forced this

LELAR ACTION TAKEN !

Capt Frank will notify us when this will be

needed and will send a guide to your CP}

Capt ‘hompson: What about ths timber structure
that we were to eonstruet at the blown orater at
RO915297 J ¥

‘Maj Lowe: We are not much eoncernsd with this
now, Slnce we are bypassing it.

Capt Thames, S-3 48th Kngrs: Ve would like to Lt Olesen,
know if the Prockway trucks cen be sent to Bobene Reeon 0, sent

thal before dark? to 48th Engr
Maj Lowe: Yes, we balieve this can be done} CF at Lembach
we will use the route LembacheClimbach-Wissembourge to de bridg
Bobenthal. Since we have decided on this early train,. 0.’% d
move, a gulde will be necessary for the bridge Frank, Co o)
train over this route, notif ol‘ ni )
bridge train
- , at Bobenthal, :

"

Tee 5 Putton, Recon sect, returning from
road reconnaissance, reports: the trail be-

observation) i1s receiving enemy artillery fire,

north of Nothweiler at R04752%«049536e |
049590-0505470054542 1s a poor route; vehicles E _ e i
have gone over it as far as R0O48536, At present £y
the area in vieinity of R048536 (under enemy e
0

P

it Cleson, Recon 0, leaves to report to 48th .:.." |
Engr Bn OF; from there he will guide the treads Pt

where Capt Frank will meet thei.

MaJ Billups: The tree roaé blosk at RO89540 il ¥
has been cleared. 'Tank dozer No 1 hae pulled out Erei,

afternoon; g
Tel - Capt Fadgett, Piv Cwl: The eight Maj Billups is
flame throwers pluc 100 gallons of prepared notified. 8

fuel are now here in Lsngensoultzbach end I am
sending them to your dump &t Lembach.

Tel « Capt Thames, S-% 48th Zngrs, to Kaj 1t Cel m«‘ﬁ?
Billups: Our reconnaissance has returned froem . Capt hmm,,.%

vie of Bobenthal (R091520)., They report that the ADE, notified.
bypase over the anil tank diteh has not been . Bt
8 . .
The treadway bridge traiql left the CF hers

at 1730 hours. ' k.

Capt Themes: Fhat are the poselbilithes of

'a“'i’\ ¢ { . it

!p"-




1915

1925

1950

1935

pridge being installed tonight in the 1lst Ba
TllOth Inf) sector?

Maj Billups:

I do not believe that the

tactical situation will pernit brid;t:g ogor-
ation tonight. We will notify your t if
any bridge is ealled for.

The tree road
(Vie R069540) has

block in front of the bridge
been removed; the anti-tank

diteh is being filled over at present.

Capt Thames:

It is my belief we will not

be able to build the timber bridge we were
lanning to construet over the crater at

1529 (North of

Bobenthal). Tomorrow at 1200

hours the 540th Bngrs are taking over and
eve will be turned over to that unit
by about hours. Our unit will leave the

following day.

, .
Tel - Maj Billups to Capt Eirker (8.5, lst
Bn 180th Inf): What are the ossibilities
of a bridging operation at R 1541 tonight?
Ans: We had better wait until the tactical

‘situation betters
contact between Co B an

along the road on

« AS :rolont there is no
Co A; our troops are
the edge of the hill. We

expect them to reach the gop.of the hill.
We will notify your office whenever we are ready.

Tel « Maj Billups to Onpt-ﬁirriegzgn“ﬂ-g
s been

O0ffice: The tree

road block at RO6

removed; the anti-tank diteh is being filled
over, and as the situation stends we are in-
formed we had better walt %o put in bridge at

RO71541.

Capt Harrington: This plan is s@tldtsutcry

since there is no

apparent rush for a bridge,

but we do want the road eleared to the bri
if possible because we propose to have self
propelled guns fire from that area near the

stream tonight.

Lt., Col Monnier reports that Col O'Brien,
g0 157th Inf plans to withdraw the four platoons

he has across the

river tonight.

Tel - Maj Billups to Lt Lipscomb, Co C:
I have been informed by .the 48th Engrs that
two tank dozers pulled in %o the area in the
vicinity of your company.

Lt Lipscomb 8
dozer there now,
completed the roa

tates that there 1s one tank
it is the No 3 tank dozer that
d bloek elearing for Co A

-79-

Lt Col Monnier,
ggs Tauscher,
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Gapt Teuseher,
ADE, notified.




2015

2000

The third platoon of our company is in
vieinity of blown culvert and should be nearby
when the bridge train arrives. Capt Frank and
Lt Thur are now alse in that vieinity (3rd
Bn 180th Inf),

Tel - Maj Billups, to Capt Rickey, Co A:
When Lt Smith, Co A, completes filling of
anti-tank ditch and removes the remaining
trash in front, have him hold up; we will not
bulld a bridge there tonight.

Capt Rickey: Today the 3rd platoon cleared
a road bloek at R043534 for the 3rd Bn 157th Inf.

Tel - Maj Billups, to Capt Tauscher, ADE:
The tree road bloeck at R 070540 is now clear;
the antl tank diteh i1s being filled over.
We do not believe a bridge will be put in,

There are twe platoons of infantry across
the stream and according to reports they did
not contact Co A 157th Inf.

Capt Tauscher reports a change in Operations

- Instructions No 32; Provisions of Par 3a and

b and 4 a are cancelled,

0200

Weather: Overcast, cold; visidbility: poer

Tel Capt Frank, Co ¢, to Hai Billups:
The treadway bridge at RO91531 is in; we
used 36 rt. We constructed a by-pass over

. the anti-tank diteh and passed the Broekway

truck over it; it will not stand up very
long under sustained traffie. It will require
repairing today.

The tractor was hit by shell fragments,
I do not believe any extensive damage was
caused, but it cut the eables.

Tel - Maj Billups, to Capt Thompson, 48th
Bngrs: The treadway bridge at RO915631 was
completed at about 0200 hours. We had a by
pass over the anti tenk diteh to pass the
brockway truck, but from all indications
it will require repair today. Our bulldozer
was hit by enemy self propelled fire.

Last night they did not want us to perform
any bridging operation in the lst Bn 180th Inf
sector (R07154) on account of the tactical
gituation., However, we did fill the anti
tank diteh 2nd eleared the road beyond that.
Duril’ the removal of the tree road bloeck
we had two tank dozers break down.

-80-

Lt Col Monnier
notified . 4



0905

\ c:it Thompson: We will not be able teo
furnish you our trucks today. The rock
erusher will be in operation teday.

Tel » Maj Erwin, Asst G-4, to Maj Pillups:
Hold the six flame throwers for the 157th Inf
at your dump., However, we want these checked
for serviecability and readied for possible use.
If the flamethrowers do not function, notify
us at this offiee.

Tel - Maj Billups, to Sgt Branaon, S5-3
sect, 157th Inf: What was the outcome.of
las night’a proposed plan? '

Ans: The four platoons across the stream
were not withdrawn.

Tel - Maj Billups, to Capt Teuscher, “DE:
Go A cleared a trail for the 5rd Bn 157th Inf
beginning at R0O43534, They completed the
clearing of road bloek down to the antl tank
diteh at RO70540, At this time we do not
know whether the filling of the antl tank diteh
has been completed,

Co B reinforced by six trucks from the
48th Engr Bn, 5 trucks from VI Corps and a
40 man reconnaissance platoon from the 645th

. TD Bn worked on the division MSR; the repair

work consisted of continuation of gravelling,
drainage und corduroying.

Co ©C built a bypese around the anti tank
dlteh at ROPLEZY a::rznt in 36 ft of treade
way over blowan cul at RO91531l, They im-
8:;'.‘ trail RO58500-062506-070510-078509~

512-089515.

Maj Billups: For your report on status
of lnjtr items of Emgr Equipment: one tank
dozer (Wo 2) with broken arm, was repaired
and is back in operation.

Tank dozer 1, with bent arm, was parie
ially repaired and Il being returned to our
motor pool.

The third tank dozer (No 3) now assigned
to Co C was sent wp %o help Co A clear the road
block and then returned to Co C., Tank dozer
erew (No 3) at present is attached to Co C.

Go C's bulldezer (D-7) while workiag on
AT ditch at R091529 last night was slightly
damaged by ecnemy self-prope led fire. Our
motor pool has been notified and arrangements
made to have it repaired.

«Ble



IIVE REMARKS - ACTION TAKEN

0925 Tel - Capt Williams, 8.3 179th Inf to
Maj Billups: Ve would iikl to have someone
from your unit instruet our infantrymen
how to breach a pill box (that is, the

r phase of this eperation). We have
about three groups that we wish (o have ine
gtructed. Our is now located at Wingen.

Maj Billups: We will be able to furnish
three instructors for this afternocon at 1300
hours, for about 1 %o 2 hours. 4is far as
demonstration is concerned we won't be able

0930 Tel - Capt Riekey, Co A, to MaJ] Billups:
All the work has been completed as re-
quested - the AT diteh was filled over and the

remaining brush beyomd was cleared. We do
not know what i# in the shack in the trapez-
oidal ditch.

A PW taken by the imfantry reports that
there was a German anti-tank gun eovering the
road whieh Co A was clearing. They did not
fire because they were afrald to draw counter-
battery fire. The information on exact
location was given to the infantry. I do
not know the exaat location, but I do know
the general location. :

e of the men out of my company report
having gone to bridege site and estimate gap
at 25 te 30 ft, which is similar to other
reports received. OUne infantry lieutenant
reports the blown gap as over 30 ft.

1030 Tel -~ Capt Rickey, Co A, to Maj Billups:
The MPs will not permit traffie to return
over the one way road Nothweller southeast
to Wingen; my bulldozer is at 157th Inf CP
at Nothweiler and 1t is only a short way
to our OP at ROS3505 but the MPs inslst on
sending it around by way of Lembach and back
to this point which is about 15 miles.
Maj Billups informs Capt Rleckey that
this =ituation cannot be remedied and that
the bulldozer will have to go around.

1100 Tel - Lt Bridges, Co B, to Maj Billups:
The repairing and nnlntonnnec of the Div SR
(Pt Wingen-Bobenthal) 1s belng coatiaued
progress bhas been satisfactory and we pelieve
this route will sustain all traffiec well. ,
The gravel supply for operations has been poor;
we are getting a poor grade of reck but we
believe it is worth hauling.
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1185

e swvwansalSsance platoon of the 645th
TD Bn is still working with us,

Maj Billupe requests Lt Bridges furnish
instructor group for the 179th Inf. The
instructors are to show their group how the
shaped charges are rigged up but they are
not to go to any extensive demonstration,

Maj Billups: As far as we know, the
pill boxes in the 180th Iaf sector have not
been destroyed. The first three taken
were turned over to the neighboring unit (
8rd Bn 411th Inf, 1038rd Div); but the pill
boxes taken yesterdey our infaniry decided
to oo.lzy and use to best advantage.

Capt Frank, Co C, installed a 36 foot
treadway bridge in vie of Srd Bn 180th Inf
sector {(R091531) and eonstructed a TiB:" .
over AT ditch before the bridge at 1581)
The bulldozer was slightly damaged by enemy
fire while constructing bypass over AT diteh.

In the 1st Bn 180th Inf area, Co A com-

leted clearing tree road bloek, filled anti
81 tch and cleared the rcnn{nin; troes
felled in road beyond the AT ditch.

Nelson, Bn Cml Sgt, to Maj Billups: Capt "tf’t" Piv

The eight flamethrowers delivered to our dump , Do tloi; he

last night ere now ready for operation. requests that
requisitions for
flemethrowers be
cleared thru him,

Tel - Capt Thames, S-3, 48th Engrs, to
Maj Billups: On account of the present

- undergoing change of support units (540th

Bngrs relieving the 48th Engrs) and the
tastical situation as it stends, we may not
able to put in the timber bridge at R0O91629
north of Bobenthal) or the treadway bridsge
as RO71541 (west of Nieder Schlsttenmbach).
As soon as the relieving unit arrives
(540th Bngrs) we will show them the places
where the bridges are to be {:t in and will

also instruct them to maintain contact with
your unit. j

Teo 5 Dutton, recon seetion, to Maj Billups: -
The 1st Bn 180th Inf informed us that the Capt !hnlnii""
enemy has reoccupied the pill box at RO74542 8.5, 48th '8,
and 18 covering the erew of the blown bridge notified,

at RO71541; we did not attempt to approach
the site Lo get measurements as requested;

we may be able te accomplish this under cover
of darkness.
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IDE - BB RES ACTION TAKEN
1450 Tel « lMir Ferguson, Asst Se4, to Maj Billups:
We issued 60 bangalore torpedoes to the lllt:’
Inf this mor } they state these bangalore
torpedoss are old style and do not carry caps
or fuze. How muoch fuze should we give them
Ans: Issue them 12 inches of e per

bangalore.

1650 Tel - Maj Gen Frederick, DPiv Commander
to Lt Col Monnier: Reguest vou attend nooiing
here at Div Hq immediately.

2030 Tel = Capt Thames, S.3 48th Engrs to Maj
Billups: PFart of the 540th Engr Bn to relieve
us have arrived; they have some of their
people with our tre Yy bridge standing by
at Nothweiler with view of witnessing bridging
operation, if any. If nothing happens, it
is my plan to give them some instruetion
tomorrow. ’ -

Our unit is %o leave the morning of 22 Deec.
Maj Billups: There is no apparent rush for
a bridge at RO71541. The enemy has reoccupied
the pill box oovcrina that vieinity; the pill
box is at RO74542. OUne of our Mlzs was to try
to neutralize it today, but we have not heard
any resulte., Our infantry took some pillboxes
also on our right flank but we believe the
enemy has reoccupied these and are causing
disturbance.

- The treadway bridse installed north of
Bobenthal (RO91551) has been prepared for
demolition, An enemy solf propelled was
firing on the party setting up the bridge.

At present we so not know the condition of the
bypass constructed before the bridge site.

2045 Tel - Maj Billups to Capt Frank, Co Ct.
Dia you prepare the treadway bridge north of
Boben for demolition?

Capt Frank: Yes, we placed one hundred
packs of telratol on each pin joint; twe
hundred paeks total.

The pillboxes which were taken the other
day are being rececupied by the enemy and
are eausing trouble, Today we put traffie
stripoings on the bridge'at RO91531; we did
not work on the bypass because it isn't nece
essary, further more, it has been heavily
shelled.



1045

EWSathlr: Overcast, cold; visibility fair. o

EYSEVT ] £0TION TAKEN
The 180th inf wents the road bloeks
and anti tank ditehes to be left in,

I have my tank dozer (no 8) in Bobenthal
and it is behind the 180th Inf CP (Bré Bn),
Maj Billups: ¥or tomorrow, Se4 has
requested two trucks with drivers and three
additional men; have them report at this

cF in the morping at 0830,

Messenger - S-3 to Capt Rickey, Co A and
Lt Bridges, Co B: TFurnish two trucks
with drivers plus three additional men to S-4
tomorrow morning. Have them report to -4
at BEn CF at 0800,

Lec =D E

Lt ool Kuapf C0 2nd@ Ea 54Cth lnfrl, visits
CP to dlscuss w Eh CO znd £-8 general policies
of support expected from his battalion when it
relieves the 48th Epgrs tomorrow.

Tel « Capt Frank, Co C to Maj Billups:
We are getting ready to use demoiition on the
pillboxes this afterncon. There are eight of
them and we are golng to desiroy five.

Maj Billups: DSefore you destroy these
we would like to get information on the pill
boxes such a¢ height, thickness of walls and
enemy weapons therein. This information is to
be sent to higher headguartere.

Capt Frank: Y"hat is the method preseribed
for the destruction of thesc pill boxes?

Maj Billupe: It is recommended that you
use from 125 to 150 lbe of explosive placed
next t0 the embrasure. £e sure the door is
closed. A saefe distance for troops is 100 yards.

e will send Lt Forter, Asst S-2, to photo-

ph the pillbexes before and after destruction,
-will report %o your company CF at about
1300 hours.

Lt Col Monnler to Capt Frank: Divieion G35
states that the future policy on the enemy
pillboxes will be to destroy them soon af ter
capture. - .
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Tel - Maj Billups to Capt Frank, Co C: Capt Frank reports
Report to CF this afternoon. ; to Lt Col Monnier

at 1855 hours.
Radio - 5«3 to Capt Biokgg Go A and Lt :
Bridges, Co B: Isport te By CP immediately Co B received
at 1225 hours. No
tact with o. A

Capt McCullough, S-2, reports englaeer
replacement personnel that arrived this
morning have received instruction cn seeurity.

Tel « Maj Billups to Capt Riekey, Co AM
Request you report to Ba CF fmmediately.

Capt Rieko¥= Col 0'Brien, CO 157th Inf, '
has requested I report to him also. J

Maj Billupe: iort to Col O'Brien first; :
ke one of your officers te whom you can pass . S
n the instructione received, then repert %o Jj%i

FF 2 N i

- : :@ & - g .',_\:.‘,:i.\;; ¥

o

1305

y mﬂ Will you approve of sond an
e er
right flank?

 Prepare to remove the treadwny bridge at 2091531 -
prepare for demolition the fill over the antl

~ of this re at.

Tel « Lt Col Monnier to Lt Col Reynolds,

to secure road infermation on division

" 4ns: Yes; also be prepared to remove the Capt Frauk, Co 6"?}?
treadway bridge at RO91531 tonight. - Ilotitied.- " Ped

Gapt Frank, Co €, reporting te En CP ree=
ived the following inttructions from Naj Billups:

tank Aiteh at R0928527. He is to demolish pill
boxes now in possession of the 180tn Inf; he 18
to be prepared to take over the malntenance of
roads further to the easi., He is to eontaect
the 180th Inf and determine what work is needed
to develop defensive positiens in the 180th Inft
sector. i .

Maj Billups, to Lt Bridges, Co B: The 179th
Inf less one battalion has been alerted to oceupy
the area to the right of the 180th Inf, zow held
by elemsats of the 105rd Div. The exact boundary

48 not known as yet. )
Lt Bridges will be prepared to move in support

The other battalion of the 179th Inf will
be in division reserve. ‘
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1330

1335

—_— © AZAdve Lo
Lt Bridges will contact the 179th Inf and :

determine what he can do to help them develop
defensive positions in their sector.

Tel « Capt Tauseher, ADE, to Maj Billups:
The division will require a plentiful supply of
sandbage and wire. What is the availabilfty of
these items? :

Ans: Ve believe we have enough now.

Capt Tauscher: I spoke to Capt Willimms
of the 179th Inf and suggested to him the use of
t;ii flares in avenues of approach; he approves
[s] t.

There is a new overlay being prepared; the
Division right boundary haes been extended as far
as the edge of woods north of Wissembourg.

Tel « Maj Lowe, Exec 0, to Maj Erwin, Asst
Ge4: We have not had any llrrlcll y in the recent
drawing of engineer supplies.

Maj Erwin: We recommend an inerease in your Mr Ferguson, Asst
present stock of sandbags (40,000) te 140,000, S-4, notified

Tel - Maj Billups, to Capt Thompson, S-3
48th 8t We are prepared to remove the tread-
way bri installed by your unit at R0O91531
tonight, -

Capt Thompson: We are relieved as of now
by the 2nd Bn 540th Bngrs and do not b elieve
we will be able to help remove the bridge.

Tel ~ Maj Billups, to Lt Lipseomb, Co C:
Notify Cept Frank to be prepared to use some of
his own men to remove the treadway bridge at
RO91531 tonight,

Maj Billups to Capt Rickey, Co A: Prepare

te block all entrances into our positions between

Nieder Schlettenbach and Dambach, The 157th Inf
is over the defense of a barrier line
between two points: specifically to block
the road between Rumbach and Nothweiler .
Capt Rickey states that the anti tank diteh
between R040541 to abuut R044541 cuts

and effeotively blocks this road and also the road

running southwest out of Rumbach.

‘Tgtrt is a tree abatis felled by the Germans
at R044537.

Maj Billups: We want you to check the area
between RO46526 and RO45532 for possible abatis
barrier. If this is suitable, prepare trees on
both sides to fall across the road. Where possible
use TOFF gines as a preliminary charge on trees

-”Q
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- 1350

1415

15556

to effect demolition; also to examine the fills
at RO49517 and R0O59533 and be prepared to place
eratering charges.

Capt Rickey: The road north of RO25482
to Hirschtal still has enemy mines and tree
abatis. The infantry platoon whiech is garr-
isoned at Hirsehtal goes im by erossing bridge
at RO17481 west to RO08483 following a trail
around the hills thru pointes R018485 to Hirse
chtal. This is the route they are using now.
There i8 a tree abatis on the road at R998476
to R0O01478 _

Maj Billups:
(RO26474) for demolition and prepare blocks
on both roads. Check the are=in vieinity
southwest of this bridge to Windstein for
possible emtrances or trails.

Maj Billups to Capt Stephans (2nd Bn 540th
Engrs): Reguest your unit establish a water
oint in ensoul tzbaech to replace ours,
nrt:ntor point will be sent to the 179th Inf
sector, :

Messenger - Maj Billups to CO Znd Bn 540th
Engrs (Field message): 1, We are prepared to
remove treadway bridge at R0O21531 tonight.

2. Request that zou send two empty
Brockway trucks to Co C 120th Engrs by dark
tonight, Their lodation is R044438.

8. We will be glad to furnish personnel to
remove bridge, if you so desire. We will also
welcome a few selected observers.

4, Situation is changing; will send com-
plet report as soon as situation is stabilized,

Tel « Lt Col Monnier (calling from Div Hg)
to Maj Billups: Division commander and G=3
approve use of AP mines; there are to be used
on orders of regimental commanders,

Emphasize the importance of accurscy of
sketches « exactly where and how these AP mines
are laid.,

Notify 8«4 and company commanders,

There is a limited quantity of these mines
avallable, therefore they are %o be used cone
servatively. |

Tel « Maj Billups, to Capt Loganéro (S5-2
645th TD Bn): What does your Bn CO propose
to do with the reconnaissance platoon now atte
ached to our unit? :

Ang: We are planning to have them revert
to our Bn control beginning tomorrow,

-88-

frepare bridge at Tannenbruck

Maj Lowe (Assiste

ing Bn S-4) states
there will be 600
AP mines; 200 per

o
Capt Rickey, Co 4,
Capt Frank, Co ﬂ;{j
Lt Fields, Co B,
hotified. 32
157th, 180th DR
179th Inf n..%:".-__‘_-?{fl
S-3 notified :

T
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1605

1620

- 1635

1730

1740

1900

REMARKS ACTION TAKEN

Tee 5 Dutton, Recon Sect, to Maj Billups:
Gap of blown bridge at RO71541 is 25 ft; 36 ft
of treadway will suffice to bridge it.

Lt Oleson, Recon O, to Maj Billups: There Capt Rickey, Co A,
are five rubber recon boats left behind at vie notified at 1740
R084544, These boats have the paddles yet; I hours and inst-
picked up the air pumps. ructed to pick them
up tonight.

Tel - Lt Lipscomb, Co C, to Maj Billups:
We are planning to send the Brockway trucks
and personnel as far as Bobenthal before dark;
if it is decided not to remove the treadway
at all, they can return them.

Tel - Maj Billups, to Capt ¥rank, Co C:
Division Ge3 states that removal of treadway
bridge at RO91531 he left up to the CO 180th Inf,

Capt Frank: The 180th Inf want the bridge
removed; we are doing as ordered,

Tel - Maj Billups, to Capt Rickey, Co At
There were 5 Recon poats with paddies and in-
flating pumps left behind in vieinity of RO64544.
: e has taken care of the pumps; send some-
one out there tonight to retrieve them before
it 1’ too late. -

Capt Rickey: Today we worked cn const-
ruetion of the 157th Regimental CP at RO38497.
Tomorrow I will need an air compressor.

Tel « S3 160th FA Bn to Maj Billups: We
proposed to set up one battalion of artillery
north of Weiler. There is a road block at
approximately R124493 consisting of a few trees
and mines which will require removal before
we can pass anythinf thru.

If Lt Bridges is anywhere around the 179%th
Inf CP, I will try to contact him there.

. Lt Porter, Asst Se2, to Maj Billups: Of
the five pill boxes to be blown this afternoon
one was definitely destroyed, one attempted ana
three prepared for demolition.

Approxtnatolgbzoo 1be of explosives (the
equivalent of 16 TOPF pmines) were used on the
one destroyed.

Thers were no satisfactory results obtained
on the second pillbox due to failure of fuze.
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1940 Tel - Maj Brwin, Asst G.4, to Ma] Lowe, Mr Ferguson, Asst

Exee 0: We have authorized icsue of 3000 Sed

1950 Tel « T/Sgt Teffrey, G=2 sect, to T/Sgt g

g Huseby, S-2 section: Higher headquarters has ﬂ
given ue warning of the enemy capability of in-
filtrating into our lines, by ground or air, ia
British or American uniform, with mission of
disrupting communications and raiding CPs.

2040 Tel « Lt Bridges, Co C, celling from the W3
179th Inf CP: We are moving to Rott tomorrow Wl
morning after breakfast and will not be able %o i
furnish Se4 the oné truck and 3 men as reyuested.

Tomorrow we are most likely to eall for anti
personael mines, sandbags, wire aad plokets, ,J
Maj Billups states that he will arrange . | i
for a truck and % men from another source. e
Lt Bridges is informed that at present there
is available information on roads used in the i
1103rd divislon sector. v
When the 179th Inf moves to the division 4
_ t flank, the Division MSR Pt Wingen to Bob- i
enthal will be the responsibility of our Co C. , ‘ﬂ
In rogard to engineer materiale to be drawn, ;
Maj Billups has informed Lt Bridges that anti- &
personnel mines will be used conservatively i
and accurate minefield sketches made thereof. s
There i8s a frozen guantity of sandbags for each b A
infantry regiment, if the demand exceeds this
allowance, timber and chicken wire will be used.
Ma ﬁillupl hae instructed Lt Bridges to
remove the tree and mine road block for the
160th FA Bn at R124493. -

2055 Maj Billups, to Pfo Tomaszewski Co A: The
foliowing message to be given Capt R{okey: : i
In peference to the ragquest for the truek for t
8.4 tomorrow, instead of the one truck aand 3 men,
send 2 trucks and six men. ®ave them report to
8«4 at Bo CP at 0830 hours tomorrow.

2350 Tel - Lt Lipscomb, Co €, to Maj Billups: 7&
The treadway bridge st RO91531 has been removed #



0900

Tel - Lt Lipscomb, Co C, %o Maj Billups:
Yezte we destroyed one pill box and attempted
to demolish another one, This next one is not
exactly e pill box because it consists of a number
of bricks., Ve removed the treadway bridge at
RO91531 last night.

Tel Cept Rickey, Co A, to Maj Billups: Yes-
terday we worked on the construction of the 157th
Inf until dark and today we are comntinuing this
work. We are making reconnaissance of the new

ositions., So far we have not put anything in.
am goi:f to see Col O'Brien (CC 157th Inf)
this mo

Tel Maj Billups to Lt Lipscomb, Co C:
The one truck and three men requested of your
company have not reported here yet.

Lt Lipscomb: e unit mo out of this
area has caused a traffic congestion; our truck
will report to S~4 as soon as 1t can get thru.

; Tel - Maj Billups, to Capt Tauseher, ALE:
Co A dug in the 157th Inf CP installations; they
made reconnaissance and prepared plans for couste
ruction of defensive positions along the divislon
Reft flank,
Co B with elements of the 645th 1D Bn and §
trucks from VI cerpgecont;nuod maintenance of
trail Pt Winger to Bobenthsal.
' Co C destroyecd one pill box with 16 TOPF
mines and prepared another pill box for demolition:
They started to blow the second pill box but did
Rot succeed; they will finish tois up this morning.
The 180th Inf couid not furnish guides to the other
111 boxes at the time. The treadway bridge at
1531 was remdved last night.
A1l three lettered companies furnished
trucks and men to S-4 for the purpose of hauling
engineer supplies yesterday.
Status of dozers:!
Tank dozer No 1 is at the shop of the 85th
Ordnance Co as of yesterday.
: Tank dozer No 2 is in operation and is
with Co 4, "
Tank dozer No 3 (6638 Mine clearanee Co)
is in operation and with our Oo C,
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1130

Tol - Ogpt MoCullough, 5.2 to VI ©
hamti{ Have thmarrtvﬂn

tlhcu'%m: P44 the 168rd Div turn in

any of
Ans: lo do not know at present, but will

check up on this.

4 Gaps notoy, Co L, to llqn”k ¥ “:. hr
efini planned )h“ a roa
bohurgum and RO4S526, This will consist

of abatis Flrod for demolition and possibdle
:‘. road h.:n m Ba whieh 1s oe ﬂi:‘th
¢ivision lert tlﬂ Q! :d{m ul: t.
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working out de W _defensive plans this mor
One platoon is con the work of censtrue
oli. :gu in the vieinity of regimental OF at
We also plan to bleck the trail u.uu;
m

over the hil) on the west side of the road

Hirschthal to Lembach.
I think the main road is sufficiently
blocked betwesn Hirschthal and RO25480.

Tel - Nhuuu Asst S-4, to Sgt Nelson,
Mmuu: t‘hrnmn::m !
ofmrhmm drswn are not funotioning
nmn.thoy have bm returned to our dump

Tel - Maj MoOal (GO 45th Div MP Platoon)

zlnilcl.n anltrmtnm

na‘du'lhl large letters rea
S e

Tol Lt Oleson, Reson ummx

mmmnnm&

Y e f:‘ﬁ”“""""" e
mmmn‘m. aorth

““'.&:- :Mtu“mnnm

Cohon. Ou L &l cuil sosber

Ay



1245

1250

13085

was taken by the enemy last night, This makes
the point (BB86468 to 883435 out of our sector.
Do you want me to go to that point?

Ans: No, make the reconnaissance in the
area where you are now thea return,

Lt Oleson: At 962427 and at 958432 there
are twe demclished bridges in a row., Beyond
that point there is nothing that we have control
O'Er'1£2° u want me to chesck Lhese bridges?

: es,

Tel - %aj Billups, to Capt Padgett, Div OWO:
The two flamethrowers returned by the 15?th Inf
only needed refueling; they are ready for use
and we understand they want to draw them this
afternoon.

Capt Padgeit: Yes, permit the 157tk to
take them agsin,

Tel « Capt Frank, Co ¢, to Maj Billups:
I will move my CF to Climbach tonight or to-
morrow morning. _

- Have conferred with Col Dulaney, CC 180th
Inf' and am opening trails and roads to the 180th
Inf's new positions this afternoon. Tomorrow
we will help them dig in new positions., This
afternoon we will demolish another plllbox.

Lt Col Mounier, to Maj Billups: MSR Ne 1
as shown on Vi Corps overlay of this moraing!?
RO32518«054530=08354 1= 115840-0herotterbach,
becomes effecsive at onee., The 540th Zagr Regt
will support the 45th Div and task force Huttelson
on the left. Immediate reconnsissancs is wanted
on MLR No 2, whlch in our positiea, conslats of
Maginot line positions.

Capt Ferry, “djutest 2nd In 540th Engrs to
Maj Billups: We have one e¢ompany at Niederbronns
one eompany is movisg in the vieinity of where Co
¢ 120th Engre is now; the third company 1s loeated
in thet vieinity mow., 2né Ba g is moving to this
same area while Regt'l Hg. is at RO17400.

Gapt Ferry reports that at the bridge over
the eansl at Reichshoffen, there is still a large
amount of TNT under the bridge in the abutments
and he is plaaning to lay a treadway on the one
glde, remove the bridge and the charges, and try
to recover some of his stringers from the old
bridge and rebulld a one way stringer bridge,
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1340

1350

BEMARKD ACTION TAKEN

Tel « Lt Col Monnier to Piv G-4: Our Co
¢ will move to Climbach., Do the 120th Med Bn
propose to move in their present place?

Ans: No, unless there is a chamge in the
tactical situation. _

Lt Col Monnier states that he will permit
a part of the 540th Engrs to move in there.

Div O-4 requests maintenance be continued
of the MSR from Pt Wingen to Bobenthal and trail
opened by Co C from RO58498 hortheast %o Bobenthal.

Lt Oleson, Recon 0, (returning from viec of
Windstein) reports to Maj Billups: At Q987420
there is a culvert 24" x 30" x 37' and 8 £t
below level of the road, At Q967417 a pill box
econstructed by French is suitable for use, It
will not house weapons larger than a machine gun.

In the town of Windstein there 1s a class
40 timber trestle bridge with stone filled pier
midway, a 52 £t spen and 14 £t roadway. s
bridge should be prepared for demolition.

There is a dam at (962419; up the road
there is an enemy road block with double slots
suitable for placing timber. At the bend

L962427) a .30 ecal machine gua is oovorut
the road, Further up the road the bridge is
blown and has an 18 £t gap. On the south side
there are two samller bridges.

Lt Oleson suggests a oratering charge be
{h“‘ at about 50 yards behind the two smaller
bridges; the roadway at this point is 24 £t Wlde.
It is believed this would be effective because
water from the stream would fill wp blown crater
thereafter. ; - i

Lt Oleson further reports that Troop A 121st

" Gav Recon was pushed off the hi und at Q87468
back to app tely the 45 a e, by 75 enemy,
Tel - Maj Billups, to Capt Rickey, Co At

Co C is moving out soon; do you want to move into
their CP?
Ans: Yes. I will make a ocheck of this CFP

~ this afternoon.

1425

Today we are digging in some tank dest-
royers at bend of road at ROB7527. On the road to
the north, we are putting in a cratering charge
with alternate firing means,

Tee 5 Dutton, Recon sect, ret from vie
of Wissembourg, reportsi Crater in road at R167497
ig 12 £t in dlameter, 4 £t deep and has about 3 £t
of water now,
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IDE REMARKD ACTION TAKEN

1545

550

1600

1645

1815

1820

Blown bridge at R159482 is now being reconst-
ructed by the 126th Engrs of the l4th Armd Div,
RR overpass blowa on to road at R168475;

the road is blocked by debris about the blown
overpass and 8 inches of water.

Bridge at R147457 blown, 1t has a 15-20 It
gap, however the road is not being used.
Deep ruts in road at RJ R169466.

" Tel « Maj Lowe, Exec O, & actg S-4, to Maj
Billups: In view 01’ the frozen quantities of
sandbags for urantr'in'r' iments and a possible
shortage, the 180th 8 requested we submit a
sketeh on use of wire and timber for construction
of emplacements.,

Tel - Capt Tauscher, ADE, to “aj Lowe, Exee 0:
Lt Col Embry, CO 160th FA Bn, reports knowledge of
location of ion; steel pickets, Also Capt Frank,
at this office at present, states there are some
pickets located at RR station in Mattstall together
with some angle iron; another stock is to be found
in a small open rioldhalang trall leading from
RO58498 northeast to “obenthal.

Msgr from Co B: Co B CP located at Rott (129473)

Tel - Maj Lowe (Exee O and 4ctg S-4) requests
arrangements be made for six trucks and 18 men for
early 23 December.

Tel Lt Manson - 8-3 sect 179th Inf to Maj
Billups: Co B is requested to furnish an instrustor
group similar to the previous one for the purpose
of teaching our infan men 'ow to breach a pill
pox. We would like to have him report te this
CP at 1000 hours. : _

Tel « Maj Billups to Lt Manson, 5-3 sect,
179th Inft Ve have no communication with our
Co B

'Lt Manson states that he has already ocontacted
Lt Bridges and arrangements made for the imstructor

group.

Tel - Oapt Rickey, Co A, to Maj Billups:

The 157th Inf has p!.okoi up the five rubber
recon boats and I am gett them tomorrow.

Maj Billups: I suggest that you keep your
three which belong to your company and return
the remaining two to our dump at bach.

Capt Rickey: Stone culvert at RO45531 1s
six to eight feet below road level; we have
png;od it for demolition b phcing 100 1bs
of and 300 lbes of TOPF mineexplosive.

- Q8.

MNaj Billups
checks wlth
radlo sect and
is informed

there is no
contact with
Co B,



TIME REMARKS ACTION TAKEN

| The two trails leading to the west have been
blocked; at RO45530 the trall is prepared for block-
ing; the ocharges have been placed on the sldes
of the trees, There are now three men assigned
to this bloek;. Nearby are tank destroyers at
the edge of the woods.
we dug in two TDs at RO57527.

Ini ups:! ©Send a detall to Mattstall
rai station to pick up some pickets and
barbed wire and have this delivered to our dump
in Lembach. Place priority on the plckets and be
sure that work is started on this hauling. Capt
Frank knows of some location where steel plokets
are to be found. These are scmewheres along the
gide of trall ROS7500-Bobenthal. Do not try to
locate these yet,

Capt Rickey: Today we dug in installations
for the 2nd Ba 157th Inf CP and aslso dag some
for the medical detachment of that battalion,

EERIOD 0001-2400 23 December 1944:
Weather: Overeast, cold; visidility fair,
0900 Tel - Maj Billups to Capt Tauscher, ADE:

Co A: A stone oculvert 6 to £t below level of
road at RO45S531 is {muoi for demolition with 100
1bs of THT and 30 1lbes of explosive extracted from
TOPF mines. At RO44531 explosive charges from TOPF
mines have been prog::: on sides of trees to fell and
form road blocks, men have been posted at this
gau a8 guards. At RO37497 they dug in installations
r the 2nd Bn 157th Inf CP; made reconnaissance
nui the division left flank to determine what work
could be done; dug in two TDs at RO57527. -
Co B: lMoved to new location at Rott and continued
school on demolition of pill boxes for the 179th
Infan made reconnaissance in the area and started
prepara of defensive positions for the infantry;
removed two tree road blocks north of Weller for the

160th FA Bn.

Our muuiuguc checked positions along the
trails in vieinity Ja and Dambach. u
also inspected fortification ian viecinity of L eh

and made reconnaissance of roads in division right
flank vie of Wissembourg.
Status ct tank dozers is unchanged.

0915 Ltcum'z(wmhmum}rzzﬁtu
to Bn CF recei instructions from Lt Col er
to maintain roads Lembach-Climbach-liiissembourg-
Bobenthal and to make reconnalssance to treadway
bridge at R105496 for the purpose of making plans
to replace it with a one way timber strueture.
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InE REMARKS ACTION TAXEN

10286 Tel « Capt Frank, Co C, to Maj Billups!
We destroyed one pill box last night and two this
morning, also destroyed the bypass ab RO91529.
Will furnish detailed information later.

1150 Tel « Capt Tauscher, ADE, reports having
received a notice from vi Gorps stating that the
540th Engr Regt is moving in Woerth.

1200 Lt Col Monnier: The 540th Eangrs will take
over maintenance of road Lembach-Ulimbach~¥Wlssembourg-
Bobenthal., They will also replgoe bailey bridge
at R147488 with a timber structure and 1 alse

ut in a timber bri at Mattstaell Station.

Both battalions of 540th s will reconnoiter
Maginot Line positions with view toward preparing
it for reserve MLR, The reserve MLR will follow
mtl:nguﬂ Line all the way through the division
gecior. '

1318 Tel - Maj Carroll (8-3 157th Iaf) requests Radio to Co A -
Capt Rickey, “o A, be contacted and instructed *Contact Maj Carrol
to report to his office at once. : at once."

1628 Tel « Lt Col !upgarco 2nd Bn 540th Engrs,
to Maj Lowe, Bxeec Ot ir telephone line is _
connected to Fower board. Code name of our unit .
1s Caustic. Motoreyclist messenger is to remain
as an alternate means of communication.

1766 Tel « Capt Rickey, Oo A, to Lt Oleson, Recon
0: Ve propose to move thru im.toin tomorrow
and would like to obtain general information as
to road conditions thru there,

Lt Oleson informs Capt Rickey that there
is a dam at Q962419 beyond which 1s an enemy road
block with double slots, sultable for our use.
lor{onl this are two mil bridges, then a large
bridge which is blown and has an approximate :

18 £t . There is also a class 40 timber

trestle bridge in the town of Windstein. This

brl 48 in, Lt Oleson states that three
sections of treadway will suffice to bridge gap
of blown bridge.

1940 Maj Billups reports: I reported to

Ma Large at Piv Arty the llery plott
-um- nlz. firing data which Lt Oleson founinill

the Four 4'Chaux fortification.
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REMARKS ACTION T/KEN

The road Lembach to Climbach has been cleared
for mines, three feet on each side., For a distance
of qprn{nuly two kilometers east of Lembach,
the road follows along high ground looking down
to the north over a wide open field, then the road
enters the woods at R0O64454 and winds through pine
timber approximately 10 inches in dlameter and
with v little underbrush,

At Climbach, Capt Franic gave me the location
of the pill boxes c¢h have been demolished during
the morning hours, The 180th Inf is laying wire
along their MIR, Capt Frank is furni ng eash
infantry company with a detall to supervise the
laying of wire, ‘

At Co B CF in Rott, Lt Bridges furnished me
the information that the trail for the 160th FA
Bn north of Weiler has been cleared, At the time
there were two platoons out working and he could
not say what progress had been made.

At Wiss » Capt Holcomb of the B56th

is coastruct a timber bridge under the
ey bridge therein, They estimate completion
of work tomorrow n:l.f N i

At 179th Inf Regtl CP in Weiler, I met
Lt Dayton, Co B, who was ha troubls locating the
1ine which he wae to wire in., VWe arranged the exagt
details of alignment with Capt Williams (S-3 179th

We alse arranged that Lt Bridges, Co B,
would furnish the companies a wire la party.
Bach infantry company would furnish a de and
would deliver wire to the comstruction site so that
the wire laying party would proceed with their
work, Lt Dayton, Co B, laid one anti personnel
minefield today. At the time, I dlscussed the
situation with Capt ¥illiams (S-3, 179th Inf)

Bl e bens fren ths PHAR Divistes were preperisg Als

bors the on were pre l
OPL along the continuation of the line 'hi:m
179th Infantry was preparing as a MLR, This would
result in an expose nk of approximately 2000

of the 179th Inf right flank, Because of
this diserepancy, the exact location of the final
MIR was not known, However, as work must be co-
mmenced, the infantry were beginning work on the
MIR as now lald out.

Lt Col Monnier was at the 179th Inf CF and
emphasized the necessity for complete and accurate
reports on minefields, Capt Williams stated that
h,z was hopl.:f Lt Bridges would lay all anti personnel
fields for his regiment. This was agreeable to Lt
Col Monnier and instructed Lt Bridges to wire off
any such mine fields and to make ektensive use of
dummy mine fields.
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1945 Tel « Maj Billups, to Capt Harrington, G-3,
Office: Did the 179th Inf and 79th Div on our
gﬁt gsettle éirficulty encountered in the MLR

Ans: Yes.
2010 Tel - Capt Rickey, Co A to Maj xunm
Tomorrow's plan of operation is to push ¢

on road through Windetein; the infantry alse
want the road to Hirschthal opened. The 2nd Bn
157th Inf is going thru Windstein. What is the
condition of bridge below Windstelin?

Maj Billupe: Information reported by re-
connaissance is an 18 ft gap. We can arrange for
bridging material now.

Have any anti personnsl minefields been
laid for the 157th Inf?

Capt Rickey: Under the present plan the
157th Inf does not intend to use these, but they
may put in some trigh:hru.

Maj Billups: . orders at present are
for you to move out of your present CP before
Monday (25 Dec) night. A suitable location for
‘:ur- company is Mattstall. The bridge at

20410 willi be put in by the 540th .

2035 - Tel = Capt wno{, 2nd Bn 187th Inf, to Maj Capt Rickey, Co A,
Billups: Company C 179th Inf is leading attac notified; he is to
tomorrow mor at 0930 hours., They have contaot 1
an officer guide near the CP at vie north of Wiley for further

Jaeger thal for the purpose of showing you whers arrangements.
the troops are located.



0920

0925

1040

1106

1415

1420

Clear, cold, Visibillty goodl

Tel « Maj Billups, to Capt Tauscher, :

Co A moved to new area to R043444; colitinued
reconnaissance of thelr sector, This morning they
are supporting the attaeck of the 157th Inf,

Co B continued improvement of trails leading up
into their sector and commenced to string wire:
laid minefields (one anti tank, one anti personnel).

Co ¢ furnished wire ltringlng parties for the 180th

H&S shower unit is now being used at Niederbronn
Rest Mo

The pill boxes demolished by Co C were located
at RO93536, 094538, 091532, 092534 and 093532.

Capt Tauscher; Of the 78 men of the 157th Inf

. 4solated at Bundenthal, all but four were withe

drawn under cover of an artillery barrage. Three
PWs were brought back by this group.

1st Sgt Debney, Co B, submits a sketech of one Copy to ADE
AP minefield laid by Co B at R154529 and ome AT
minefield at R125531.

Tel « Capt Padgett, Div CWO Off, to Maj Sgt Nelson, Oml
gzilgpsisogoady two flamethrowers for the 179th sgt, notiriod.
Y .

Tel = Maj Billups, to Capt Tauscher, ADE:
Notify G-4 that beginning at 1200 hours today, the
bri at R106496 will be closed to all traffiec
until tomorrow morning. We will notify you when
it 12 opened again,

Tel -« Lt Col Sghlotzhsuer, Piv Ged4, to Lt Col
Monnier: Do not issue all the trip flares toc one
unit; the 600 which we now have are all we will
be able to get.

Tel - Capt Padgett, Div CWO Off, to Maj Billups: Lt Oleson, Ren |
Location of stored en smoke pots was not found, arranges I
Request Lt Oleson help locating it. Capt Padgett to

site tomorrow,.

Tel - Capt Tauscher, ADE, to Maj Billups: I
have contasted Lt Hill of the AT Co 179th Inf and
told him that the buried red kitchen pot with exposed
handle is not a suitable landmark for the AT mine-

,eld at R1565628, The estion I offered was the
) of a blazed tree, but Lt Hill states that trees
road side are subject to felling for road blocks.
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InE REMARKS ACTION TAKEN
ﬂha? we aan do is ¢ e on our minefield
record (Div #1) the Datum Point to Landmark.

Maj Billups disapproves of Landmark or Datum
point changes; only two corrections are necessary,
one on sketch sheet, coordinate 151528 must read
1655283 and all double mines laid must be indicated
a8 double; single mines indicated as single.

1425 Tel Maj Billups to Lt Col Eschenburg, Div G=3: S-4 notified,
A field artillery battalion proposes to use 1/2 1b
of TNT blocks as a warning signal against eneny
infiltration around fenced off artillery pesitions.
We bellieve that this is more of an anti personnel
device, capable of injuring our own troops.
Lt Col Eschenburg states that they can use
these devices provided it is cut down to 1/4 1b,

1l .5 Tel = Capt Bridges, Co B, to Lt Oleson, Ren 0:
Today we laid 1000 feet of barbed wire for the
179th Inf; tonight we will demolish pill boxes.

1845 Tel - C_pt “ridges, Co B, to Maj Billups: Today :
we prepared the bridge at K130487 for demolition,
Holeswere bored in bridge to place explosives in and
at present are covered with planks, At the same time
the bridge was strengthened by the addition of cne
bent.

Lt Dayton has two pillboxes to demolish and 1000
yards of wire to lay., He is using 400 1b INT ia
place of TOFF mines for explosive because the ex-
plosives in this particular case have to be carried
a long ways by the individual.

For tomorrow's work, Lt Cohen has been asaigned
the tesk of demolishing four pill boxes.

In acoordance with the present policy of mine
llying‘ Capt Bridges is informed that engineers
are charged with the responsibility of laying or
supervision of laying, of mineflelds.

Maj Billups requests Capt Bridges furnish two
trucks and a squad of ten men with non-commissioned
officer in charge, for S-4 tomorrow. This detail
i8 to report to 4 at 0630 hours.

1940 Tel - Lt Simmons, Ce A, to Maj Billups: Tank Maj Billups con- -
Dozer No 2 struck a mine In south edge of Hirsch- tacts S-5 gection,
thal; one track is broken and one bogle wheel is 191 Tank Bn and
pulled out., The driver, Pettey, received a small arrangements made

seratoh on the right cheek. : g:r a ripgir orew
One man, Tec 4 Holecomb lost a foot as a ree- go %o Hirsch.

sult of a lina s:glolioa and another man was light- thal tonight.

1y injured by an S mine explosion.

Today we removed ten tree road blocks; alto-
ther we encountered 30 TOFF mines and about 25-30
mines. The S mines were armed with ZZi 35 ignlters.
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The road is now clear as far as the south
‘edge of IHirsechthal.

2045 Tel - Maj Billups to 1lst Sgt Co A: Request your
company furnish S-4 two trucks, Have them report
to S=4 tomorrow morning at 0800.

2100 Messenger - Ma] Pillups to Capt Frank, Co C:
Have two trucks from your ecompany report to S-4
tomorrow morning at 0800 hours.

2120 Tel - Capt Riockey, Co A to Maj Billups:
The individual injured by S mine exploslon will be
evacuated. Lt Simmons is going to recheck. the road
he swept today. Tec 4 Holocomb caused the 8 mine
to explode under the shovel when he applied pressure
with his foot as he was digglng into the earth.

We do not believe that we will be needing a tank
dczer for tomorrow's operations. The road has been
cleared as far as (9384358;

At Q959433, a 36" steel culvert was lnstalled. Ve

constructed a bridge at 4954435, The gap of blown

bridge wae 23 feet, work was completed at 1630 hours.

Unexploded enemy demolitions werefound in abutments

by Sit Gray who, while working on bridge site, plerced

one mine with his piek, The TOPY mine was not

set off. 3

Maj Billups: Has anyone b-en on the road VWindstein :
to Obersteinbach?

Capt Rieckey: No, there has been no one, On the
other road Lembach to Niedersteinbach, the troops are
as far as RO00478. There is a tree road block in froat
of these positions; further ahead, at Q997476, the bridge
is ﬁ;zortod out, _

j Biliups: DPid you motice any pill boxes ian the
vieinity of VWindstein?

Capt Rickey: Yes., I saw one on the left hand side
of the road beyond the bridge in VWindstein.

Maj Billups: Vhenever you locate any of these,
have sketohes made of them and submit them to this office,

2210 Mggr from Capt Frank, Co C, %o Nai Billups: Arrangements made
Tank Dozer neo 3, broke down north of Nothweller. with 19¢lst Tk Bn
Will you arrange to have a T2 went to recover 1t? to send T2 to
: recover the dozer.

Weather: Clear, cold. Visibility good.
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e REMARKS 4CTION TAKEN

Weather: Clear, cold; visibility good

0800 Field Message from Capt Hudson, CO Co E, 540th
Engr Regt, to Maj] Billups! "Completed construetion
:r g:ed timber dridge at R105496 and opened 1% for
ra Ca

0830 Tel « Maj Billups to S-3 191st Tank Bn: Request
51 :;uk retriever to recover out Bank dozer at Noth-
WelleT.

0845 Tel « Maj Billups to Capt Tauscher, ADE: Co
A started oloaring road at R024480 northwest of
Lembach to the south edge of Hirschthal; tank
retriever from the 191st Tank Bn was sent after tank
dozer last night. A total of 30 TOPF mines and from
25 to B30 5 mines were removed during road olearing
operations.

On the road thru Windstein they installed a
36" oulvert at (959433, and a timber bridge at
955454, This road was cleared as far as QL9B9478,

There were 3 men injured during yesterday's
operation. Tec 4 Holcomb lost a foot as a result
of an & mine explosion and another man was tly
injured by the same mine, No 2 tank dozer Pettey
received a scratch on the right cheek when his tank
Mtg lhﬂiek'n mine at “tho .g:;h 0:5. :ﬁimhtm,

pre re es for ges over
briu;-gl.g‘l’. ;:;‘ustand one bent under this
bridge to strengthen it and prepared a site for a
second bent; also laid about 1000 feet of wire of
which a sketeh will be made., They are cutting tura
outs on road Weiler to R134480 with view of making
it a two way road.

Capt Tauscher: Information found ia Ge® journal
for today indicates that engineers (Co B) demolished
pill doxes in the 179th Inf sector.

Co C maintained the road Pt Wingen-Bobenthal
and constructed a timber bridge east of Bobenthal,
One platoon maintained the road from Climbach
(087487) ‘“.t the stream to the main road at R106496
at which point the 540th rs constructed a timber
bridge and removed the treadway bridge.

0920 Tel « Maj Billups to Lt Sandridge, Bn Mot O:
Tank dozer No 1 is undergoing repairs at the 85th
Ordnance shop; btank dozer No 2 is at the 19lst
Tank Bn repair shop and tank dozer No 5 is to be
recovered at a point north of Nothweiler this
morning and repaired. _
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TIE REMARKS ACTION TAKEN
09256 Tel « Maj Billups to MaJ Large, Div Arty Se2:

Lt Oleson, Recon O, will be in the Four a Chaux Capt Padgett,
rort_l.ﬁeahou area this moraning. If you will re to

gend someone to contact him, there, he will show Bn CP at 0945
him the exact location of the plotting sheets accompanies Lt

and firing data. Oleson.

1000 Tel « Maj Brogan, S«4 180th Inf, to Maj Maj Bi cone
Billups: Ve woula like to use one of your tacts Cap
Re4 dozers this morning to cover up seven Bridges, Co B

dead mules left by the 108rd Div in our present and arranges for
%rd Bn area. We will furnish an officer guide 1 small dozer.
for this dozer.

1010 Tel - Maj Billups to Maj Brogan, Se4
180th Inf: Arrangements have been made to
have a small dozer meet your officer gulde
near bridge at R106496 at about 1130 or 1145.

1015 Tel - Capt Bridges, Co B, t& Maj Billups:
Lt Dayton, Co B, demolished two pill boxes and
lald 800 yards of triple concertina. Today Lt
Cohen, Co B, has four pill boxes to demolish.
These pill boxes consist of & rooms; the walls
are 3 feet thick and each has 2 embrasures. le
has planned on using 150 1bs of explosive for
each individual pill beox.

1025 Tel = Capt Frank, Co C, to Maj Billups:
The 1918t tank retriever has not recovered the
tank dozer at Nothweiler yet.

Maj Billups: The tank retriever is on the
‘way now, What work was done by your company
yesterday?

Capt Frank: The lst platoon cleared 400
yards of tree road bleek from trails in the 1st
Bn 180th Inf area; swept road north from Wingen
two kilometers, and reoad Climbach to Bobenthal
for a distance of two kilometers. The 2nd platoon
constructed a 32 ft simple stringer bridge 1/4
mile southeast of Bobenthal; layed 200 yards
of triple concertina across the valley road north
of Bobenthal. The Srd platoon hauled 76 rolls
of concertina to front of the 5rd Bn 180th Inf

positions. |
1066 Tel « Lt Oleson, Recon O, to Maj Billups:
I located approximately 100 eight pound thermite

bombe with caps and wires in Four a Chaux forte
ificetions area this moraing. Capt Fadgett has
been shown one of these, There are also ;::{
empty TOFF mine cases nearby where these 8

were located, |
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1530

15860

1615

1630

Tec 5 Merithew, Tank Dozer crew No 2,
reporte to Maj Billups: The tank retriever
from Co B, 191st Tank Bn, put bogle and track
back on the tank dozer last night, and that dozer
is now being taken to the 191lst Tank Bn Service
Co shop for completion of repairs, :

Tel = S5 sect, 1st Bn} 179th Inf, to Ma]
Billups: We want to have a demonstration of
flamethrowers tomorrow morning at 0900 hours, and
request that you fill one of our flame throwers
for us eand furnish us one NCO to supervise the

demonstration. :
Ans: Ve will furnish you with a filled flame Sgt Nelson, Bn
thrower and our chemical sergeant for the deme Cml Sgt, inste
oastration. Vhen flame throwers are emptied ructed %o
return them to our dump, and we will re-issue perform deme

them upon clearance from Div Cml Warfare Officer., onstratien,

Teo 5 Merithew, tank dozer crew No 2, to Capt Rickey,

¥gj Billupsi: Tank dozer, now at the 191st Tank Co. A
Bn Service Co will be repaired by tomorrow morning,. uurlu.

Tel « Capt Rickey, Co A, to Maj Billups: Lt
Simmons completed clearing the road block at
Hirsohthal this morning. Tomorrow, the 2nd En
157th Inf is going ahead, and Lt Smith's
platoon is supporting them. _

Maj Billups: You will be responsible for
laying of mines and wire in the 157th Inf seotor,
and also for blocking of roads once objective
"A" has been reached, IHave you done any forte
ification work in that sector as yet?

Capt Rickey: No. No definite defensive
work has been asked for yet. _

Tel - Lt Dayton, Co B, to Maj Billups:

Co B, today, mﬁ 8bo yar&l of triple concers
tinej prepared more pill boxes for demolition;
construected another bent under the bridge at
R150487 (Weiler) and buried seven dead mules
for the 180th Inf, 3rd Bn,

Mgj Billups: Request a sketch be made on
l:2 scale of the laying of the triple
concertina and submitted to this offlce.

Lt Dayton is informed by Maj Billups that a new
field order has been put out but s does not
affect the 179th Infantry Regiment or its
supporting units.
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e LA RKS ACTION TAKEN
1805 Capt Frank, Co C, to Maj Billups: Ce C
completed timber bridge at RO93513; dug in
artillery positions for the 17lst FA Bn and for
its supporting antie-aireraft unit; laid 53 rolls
of barbed wire, installed 20 trip flares in
front of 1nran§ry poesitions and cut logs for
dug=outs. Tomorrow we plan to bulld a road with
our De7 up to where the tank dozer No 5 is stuck
so as to recover it with a T2, -
Maj Billups: Hequest a sketch be made.on
222 gcale of the barbed wire laid today and
gsubmitted to this office,

1836 Tel « Maj Billups to Tec 5 Zampol, ADE sect:
Co A todey completed clearing of road in Hirschthal,

Co B today laid 450 yards of triple concertina
and prepared four pill boxes for dqnolltionl
constructed another bent uhder bridge at Weller,
(R150487), and buried seven dead mules in the 3rd
Bn 180th area. ;

Co C completed timber bridge at ROP3IBLS
dug in gun positions for the 17lst FA Bn its
supporting A4 unit; laid 220 yards of triple conce
ertina; installed 20 trip flares in froat of
infantry poeitions and sawed logs for cut and
cover shelters, They plan to recover tank dozer
No 3, by buillding a road up to 1t then using
the inlk retriever.

Status of tank dozers:

Tank dozer No 1 at present is in 85th Ord
shop but is expected to be back in operation
tomoTTrow.

Tank dozer No 2 is in the 85th Ord shop.

Tank dozer No 3, 6638 Mine Clearance Co,
bogzed down in mud north of Nothweller; 1t is
expected to have it recovered and repalred

tomorrow,
1910 Tel « Capt Sachs (G-2 Ofrice) to 2‘P!t

0'Neill, S-2 sectiont: The 2nd Bn 179 nf

reports a fire at R142537. This fire is 3500

yards wide, orescent shaped and polnted towards

the 2nd Bn 179th Inf.
We are suspicious of this and belleve 1t is  All companies
eible that it i1 a point for enemy paratroops notified.

g::ﬂtng or for bombingz., Request you notifly

your companies, _



«2400 26 Dedember 1944: |
ear, 1ight ground haze, cold; vieibility good.

ey
8230 - Div Ge2 to Maj Billups: Hight un-
0848

iden ed parachutists were cbserved la

between Ni n and Oberbrona. ;

Tol « Maj Brwin, Asst Oed, to Maj lowe, Bxec Lt Sandridge
0: CG VI Corps regquests trash pile accumulated Asst Mot O, i
near your CP be disposed of. structed to dis-

pose of trash.

_ Ve would like to have a Stwo-pit inclnerator
dug for use of division troops in vie of Lembach,
Notify thie office of location and time of
completion of incinerator.

How much wire and plckets did S-4 draw?

Maj Lewe: They drew 700 yards of concere
tina with pickets, but no sandbags.

Tel » Capt Tauscher, 4PE, to Maj Billupsi
Divieion G-3 states that beglnnlang tomorrow -
infentry regiments will submit sketehes of de-
fensive postions on 1:25000 seale instead of i
1:100000 scale. _ 1

Lt Hill, AT Co 179th Inf, reports hearing
180th Infantry is laying some T6E]l heavy type
mines. Are these a new type of mine and are
theore any available?

Maj Billups: This is a new type mine as
for as we know and there are none in this theater.

0930 Tel » Lt Keeler, Btry A, 938th FA Ba, to Maj See eatyy of
Billups: Request the use of a bulldoger %o dig 1040,
4n gun positions, Our CF is now lecated in Lembach.

0936 Tel » Maj Billups to Capt Harrington, Ge3

Ofricet We have here two representatives from
the mlngimr who would like to make a define
4te iston on the 2ad MIR., Could you arr:nge
for someon® from your office to go over the ground
with us this afterncon so as to check ii from :

nt of view? Or, arrange for someone from Uhe
1 utz.reguonts to cheok the defensive ground
sgine y are the ones who will oceceupy it.

t Harrington suggests a conference be held

with Lt Col Eschenburg (Div G=3).

1000 Redio - Capt Rickey, Co 4, to Maj Billups:
Wﬁ" v moved to new loeation at ROB1431 south of
Lembac

1040 Mes er - Maj Billups to Capt Rickey, Co Al
Send De7 dozer to dlg gun positions for the
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1140

ACTION TAKEN
988tk FA Bn in vicinity of bembach. A guide will Oapt Riokey, -
be waiting for bulldozer in the square at Lembach ”:ru N*&!
at 1300 hours. If the D«?7 bulldeozer is busy at ido is _
present, notify us at this office. being used.

Tel - Maj Billups to Lt Klmbler, Asst Div
OW Officer: Ve put om a demonstration 1a the
use of the flanethrowers for the lst Ba 179th.
Inf and they are requesting o similar one this
afternoon for another ¢ompany. We would like
:é eheck with you for approval of fuel expend-

Lt Kimbler: Capt Fadgett says thie meets
with his approval.

Tel -~ Maj Billups to Lt Lipscomb, Co C:
Is your D=7 bulldozer belng used b )

Ans: Yes, it is opening a road leading
to bogged down tank dozer No I morth of Hothe
weiler and will be used to dig cut and cover
shelters,

The lgt Bn 180th Inf wants an anti bank
diteh orossing prepared for demolition vie of
ROB9540,

Tel « Capt Bridges, Co B, to Ma] Billups:
The proposed plan of wire la for last night
wae cal off because it is believed thls can
be performed durlng daylight hours with reas-
onable safety. A sketch of the wire already
1a1d out is being made; this will be turned
in to 8.2 for reproduction.

The AT Co 179th Inf have laid a minefield
and sketoh will be submitted soon.

The two gzllbexos prepared for democlition
by Lt Cohen, Co B, each have 370 pounds of exe
osive, infantry personsel are charged with
he destruction, Lt Cchen gave the respoasible
infantry NGO instructions en how to demolish

the pill boxes,

Tel - Maj Billups to Maj Brwin, Asst Gedi
We will not be sble to comuence digging of the
division ineinerator until tomorrow morainsg
on sccount of our bulldozers belng used today
@lsewhers.

Tel « Capt Frank, Co ©, to Ma] Billups:
¥ill you arrange for a tank retriever to be at
1st Bn 180th Inf CP in lothweller at 1400,

Tel - VO !_'Smm-; Asst Ba Mot ©, to Maj
Billups: Tank doger No 2 is belng fueled at
the motor pool. It will requirve one hour to
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IME . BEMARKGS ACTION TAKEN
paint markings snd division insignia on the dozer,

1410 Tel « Lt Upl Monnier, ealling from ADE offiee,
to Maj Billups: Request Information on wespon
emplacements, minefields and barbed wire laid,
bridges, abatis and anti tank ditches prepared
for demolition, by regimental sectors.

Angt In the 157th Inf seg¢tor there is no
wire laid; but there is onme bridge and 3 abatis
prepared for demolition north of Nothweiler. Ce
A dug two gun emplacements Northeast of Nothweller
for the 157th Inf, In the 179th Inf sector, there
is 1300 yards of triple concertina, 300 yards
single strand barbed wire thru trees and brush,

8 antl tank and one anti personnel minefields and
ono brizg: prepared for demolition at H120487.

In the 180th Inf sector, there are 220 yards of
triﬂic concertina, six entl tank minefields of which
we have no sketehes, 20 trip flaree installed,

gun smplacements for the 17lst FA and 1ts supp-
orting sati eireraft unit, and one antl tank

ditoh erossing prepared for demeclition.

1720 Tel - Capt Rickey, Co A, to Maj Billups:
ﬁu&:{ we dug in two artillery pleces for the
938th FA Ba; will dig in the remaining two tomorrow.
Ve have found a sultable loecation for digging of
éivision incinerator, ;
The 157th Inf has found some gravel which
we belleve is the camouflage sand ("Tarnsand")
used for TOPF mines by the enemy; will bring
e sample to Ban CP chi,

1780 Tel » Capt Bridges, Co B, to Maj Billups:
_ Today we lald 70 rolls. of barbed wire for the
Srd Bn 179th Inf, The wire laying details have
not r:g:rttﬁ in tonight. _ "
infantry has requested trip flares to
install around their front line positions for
warning purposes, Does this meet with your
approval? _ o
Maj Billups approves of infantry using flares
for warning purposes., Capt Bridges ls lnstructed
to demolish enemy 57mm AT gun located on the
~ outskirts of Rott.

1740 Tel « Capt Frank, Co €, to Ma] Billuwps:
Tapk retriever requested from the 19lst
. Tenk Bn reported at 1700 hours; by that time we
had recovered the tank doger with our D=7 bull-
dozer, The tank dozer will be towed %o 3
gervice company of the 191lst Tank Dn where 1% k.
will' underco repairs. " - :
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1840

REMAKED ACGTION TAKEN

Temorrow, we plan to prepare the bridge
at ROSH3T for demolition and will need eix

gratcriat gharges.

We lald 1800 yards of single concertina

1n the 2ad Bn 180th sector, A sketeh will

be submitted to your office in the morning.
Theré are t wo platoons out laying wire to-

aiahti.tﬁ&ay they constructed dug oubs, :

have not laid any anti personnel mines,

but we 414 lay 20 antl tank mines on the shoulders

of the road; these could not possible be laiéd

in the hard surface during hours of darkness,

becsuse tools used created sparks visible to the

enemy .

Tel - Maj Billups to Capt Bridges, Co B:

Have two trucks and additional six men with
an NOO {n charge report to S-4 tomorrow morning
at 0800 hours., ‘

Capt Hales, S-4, states that the 179th Inf
drew an additiomal 200 rolls of egoncertina and 8000
sandbags making a total of 570 rolils of concers
tina for the day.

Capt Rickey, Co A, reporting to Bn CP 18 ine
structed by Maj Billups to furnish two trucks for
8-4 tomorrow at 080C. -

_ Capt Rickey states that Lt Bnith, Co 4, cleared
tree road block at 943461 and Q9454623 eleared

road from RID45440 to RUD44461 to RI9G7472. It

is planned to install two culverts at blown
bridge site at Q997476 tomorrow. |

Capt Riak;z brings in sample of gravel found
buried around T0PF mines by the 157th Inf, 1%

i{s foreign to the surroundiag soil and may be

"Tarnsand” .

Tel - Maj Billups to Capt Haleg, Be«4:1 How
many eratering charges are there in our dump?

Capt Hales: Ve have 115 at present, -

Ma § Bill:{us In the event of a withdrawal,
what 1temse woulé you give highest priority for
removal? ,

Capt Hales: Hxplosives would be first priority
fortification material second. The du all
together could be moved in twenty ¢ cade.

Tel - Maj Billups, to Lt Col Darling, Ex ©
VI Corpe Engr Sect: Our Co A located what we
pelieve is enemy "Tarnsand” used around nonh.
metallie mines. It is crushed quarts ble of
passing thru a §" soreen; this guaris will not



react o our mine detectors. A sample of this wilil
be sent te your offlce.
after a conference with representatives of
the B540th re on the 2nd MLR, I found that we
. arrived at st the same comclusions. I dlse
cussed the plan with Lt Col Eschenburg, Piv GeB,
and he wishes to take our recommendation. le
states that he does not believe the infantry
regiments will have much time to éo any checking
of fortifications. I was instructed to put the
plan on pag:g and turn in gur idess to him. Meen=
while the th ingrs will clear out the roads
directly behind those positions and rehabilitate
existing fortifications. Ve will submit this
jdeas te the regimentel commanders invelved and they
are to check over the ground with regrcpcntativtc
of the B4Oth Ingrs and arrive at a T nal conclusion
as to what e to be donms. :
. We @iffer from VI Corp order on conbtaoct point

with the 79th Division and have selected 2 contact
oint further te the north which we are certain
s bo our advantage. _

At the present time, we are laying a considerable
smount of barbed wire. OCketehes will be submitted
to your of'fisce as Boon as they are turned 1n to us.

Qur reconnalesance sactlon located a number
of enemy smoke pots in Four a Chaux fortification
and reported them to our divislon CW effice.

Lt Col Darlin{s What caused the second ax-
plosion in the pill box demollshed by your unlt?

Maj Billups: We believe this was an anmifie
ition cache.

Lt Col Darling: ¥rom our location in Coersdorf
we are ebserving a semiscircular fire burning Lo-
night; 1t is in & northwest direction from us
and the two crescent tips are facing towards us,

§

n
?~§
ii

£

Maj Billupe: We received a report last ported night of
night of a liﬁlﬂ fire to the northeast of us ”‘: wasg 1
but the tipes were facing the enemy. ca . by oml

mortars. i

Tel - qug lriﬁf;l, Go B, to Ma) Billupst?
¥ith tomorrow's detail, I am iscluding two
prisoners, who under armed guard, are to be
sent te the battalion stockade.



Weather: Clear, cpld; wisiblllity good.

0815 Tel » Lt Kivy, 5-3 sect, Bréd Bn, 157th Inf to  Ca t Rickey
H-LB&J.WM e want engineers from your Co A, with mitﬂ»ﬂc
a tank dozer to lﬂggart our Srd Bn this morning.
Hequest you notify Capt Rickey, Co A.

0830 . Tel « Sgt Dykens, “UE section, to Maj Billups: M/Sgt MeAlaranis
Pivision Iy requestis a 18" x 2" “iar Room™ aignp hagzﬁi,
0845 Tel » ¥aj Billups, to Capt Tauscher, ADE:

Yesterday Co A dug in two guns for the 958th ¥A Ba,
They located what is believed to be enemy "Tarnsand"
used around non~metallic mines; a iple of which
will be seat to Vi Corps Engr, M‘&‘iﬁﬁh 00 A,
¢leareé road block at (94046l =nd Q94546%, cleavred
road from RID4H440 o RIP44481 to RIBB47E,

Co B laid 70 rolls of barbed wire in the 3xd
Bn 170th Inf sector. '

Co C recovered tank dozer o 3 with thelr D.7
bulldozer. . From Nothweiler it will be taken to
the ordnance shop where 1t will underg airs,

iald 1800 yards of triple concertina the 2nd
Bn 180tk Inf sector and construsted dug outs for
reserve iafaniry #1&&10?;
| 1&8 Co: Sgt Nelson (Ba Cml NGC) conducted a
demonstration in use of flamethrowers for the lst
Bn 179tk Inf; dug & trash pit with the Re4 bulldozer #
and covered the existing trash acoumulated by all
division units ia vie of Bm CP,

w900 lgr from Co C delivered an overlay of barbed
wire nnd sketches of nminefields laid by Co C in the
180th Inf sector.

0988 Tel « Capt Padgett, Div OW Ofricer, to Maj Billupe:
We ﬁmu te turn in the flamethrowers now in the
division te Seventh Army, because we are authorized
these o. for a certsin period of time, i

1 will contact Maj Noble, S«4 157th Inf, and ask
to have the flamethrowers now in his rcg-inni turned
in. Ve may be able to keep four or five for in-
struction purposes.

0955 ¥leld m s Beg 157th Inf to Capt NeCullough,
S«2: Ve ave sen f a sample of what we think is
__ “Parnsand®, It was found on mines and was
~govered with tar in vieinity QO76488.

1100 Tel « Maj Billupe, to Lt Col Monnier at Div ig:
I was starting out for VI Corps Hg when 1 received a
eall from Col Thomas, VI Corps Encr, who states that
it r is comvenient, he mﬁ like to see you at his

' @ Now.
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Ti . RELARES ACTION TAKEN
1150 Tel = Capt Rickey, Co A, to M/8gt MeAlarnis,
" - 3«8 sectlon: Lt Bimmons, Co A, at preseant time needs

the tank dozer to clear road blocks., Will you make

a check and let us kuow what time the tank dozer

No 2 will be repalred and ready for operation?

1200 Tel « ¥f8gt MoAlarnis, 8«5 section, %0 Capt
Rickey, Uo At I have checked with the repair orvew
and thog estimate tank dozer No 2 will be ready at

about 15 hours.
1208 Tel « Col Wickham, O of 8, te Maj Lowe, Exec O: Lt lonnier
Notify Lt Col Monnler Lhat Gen Frederick wants him - A% ? yzps Hqy

to attend & meeting in the General's office st 1500, is notified.
~ this afternoon. '
215 ~ Capt Riockey, Co i, reports completion of
division inclinerator ;-{tl at RO29434; the necessary
slgns have beon posted,

_ Tel « Maj Billups, to Capt Rickey, Co A Ve
bellove that tank dozer No 2 will be ready by 1500
hours or before. Vhere do you want the doser to go?

: Capt Rickey: Ceund the tank dozer direct %o
Eimh?;iu.

Maj Billups: A half-treck vehicle of the 540th Maj Bishop,
s, on one of the roads behind the Lembash fort- Div G-8,
irieation area, struck a TOFF mine. Upon inspeetion sotified.
of the road, they noticed a felled tree at the emd
of the mine block. On the stump of the felled treoe
they found a green stripe painted by the enemy.
Further ahead, a road sign facing the enemy hed a
' gree~stripe marked on ene side., ©Similar marking
wae found on a stump of felled tree at the end of
a mine road block. in road bramching to the left.
Capt Rickey: Lt Btherton, now working on the
roaé from RJ027474 to Obersteinbach has encountered
& pumber of mines, In one instunce, he rode over
a TOPF mine in his 1/4 ton vehicle but did not
got the mine off. Numerous booby traps have been
vemoved from the tree road block near the blown
bridge at QE87476. Tg ;:.a hlw:; is N&u&y@- '
passed by a tra o one 8 s 850 a8 Lo comls
ence work :;hl:fm bridge at QP9747¢.

1310 Tel « Maj Billupe, to Capt Padgets, Diy Cul!:
We have nine flamethrowers ready Tor use, five clesned
end packed in boxes, and six are being used by the
157th Inf, In order to complete the flamethrowers
“mervice kit, we will need teen batteries, one
generator and one regulator valve. :
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~ Capt Padgett: Naj Boble belleves that the
mmmnmaﬂmmm-mxumu

to turn in to our dump tomorrow, He will notify

us when they are ready and we in turn will

notify you. _ |

1850  Tel - Col Thomas, VI Corps Engr, to Maj Billups:

We recelvet -s.ntmti&tﬁ:{unm'u rqiﬂ to
your unit locating two saw mills in your seetor.

Maj Billups: Yes, there are two; one of these
Bu 8 water powered and of the other one
not have any information.

Col Thomas: Will you check these two saw mille

s afterncon and give us information as to capacity.

how these are powered and locatlon,

i3
3
:

E

14285 Tel « Maj Billups, to Capt Mdse-a&:o B
; a

Lt Col lionni 'u'tnmumu resent
meeting to be held at Bn CP at 1830 hours. Bring
an overlay showlng the defensive positions con-
Capt Bridgest Vo have removed the NW group
of five anti tank mines from the minefield
laid the other day by Lt Cohen Bol:_.ﬁn
nnwmmt _ to indieat thls ohange
.n the sketoh and to a copy of this sketeh %o
Wl‘”ﬁmwa _
The 57mm enemy anti tank gun which you re-
quested to be destroyed was not found; we believe
someone hauled 1t away.

1430 Tel « Maj Billups, to Capt Frank, 0o Gt L

17

Col Monnier requests you attend a mee to be held
at the Bn CP at 1830 hours, We plan %o have the
artillery fire a few rounds at same time that

u blow the anti tank diteh crossing in vie of
e.}& Frank: This will not work satisfactorily;
B e o ai s Do Samalens ponroe Bus W8
ing to blow this cros tonight under

.
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1515 M/8gt Moilarnis, -3-.5_-, sectlon reports tank
dozer No 2 is now leaviang for Hirschthal.

1658 Msgr from Co C to S-2: Bketches of 6 minefields Coples sent to
1aid since 22 Dec by the 180th Inf, ' ADE

2000 Capt Rickey, Co A, reports the any's vork
for today: They cleared road Hirsch north to
@ point south of Sechenau at RO12510, between these

two ts there were two timber road blocks re-
yved, each approximetely 200 yards in 1 . Also
cleared booby trapped and mined timber road bloek
beginning from Q999477 to Q997476 from which were
removed seven Bkg charges and six TOFF mines. They
installed two steel culverts at (987478, dug twe
gun positions for the 938th FA, and dug two incine
erator pits for division units at RO29434,

Weather: OClear to partly cloudy, cold, light snow at
close of peried; visibility falr.

0815 Tel - 1st Sgt Co € reporte the company's work m‘k Tauscher,
for 27 Dee: They prepared bridge at ROS9535 for s Notified,
demolition, cut logs and started construction of
oub and cover shelters for lst Ba 180th Iaf; cleared
traile in 2nd secbor; cleared 150 yards of road
block in area 1% miles southwest of Nisder Schlett-
enbachj laié 700 yards of single concertina one mile
goutheast of Nieder Schlettenbach and 176 rolls of
concertina and 4 spools of wire northeast of Bobenthal.

Dug gun positions Tor the 171st Fa Bn.

0910 Tel « Maj Billups %o Capt Tauscher, ADE:
Co A eleaved road Hirschthal north to a point
gouth of Schonau at X012610; betwesn these two polnis
there were two 200 yard timber road blocks removed.
Also cleared boochb apped and mined timber road
beginning from 9477 4997476 from which were
removed seven gharges and six TOFF mines. They
installed 2 steel culverts at G997476; dug two gun
positions for the 958th FA and dug two inclnerator
pits for division units at RO29434. R

~ Co B 2nd platoon laid approximately 1200 yards

of triple concertina in 2nd 179th Inf sector and
removed part of a minefield previously laid. The
%rd platoon laid approximately 650 yards of triple
gconcertina in the %rd Bn sector; construsted a 4
simple stringer class 9 maﬂ at R167613 and removed
a road block extending from R1B7678 to R158511.
The 1st platoon maintained road north of Weller.
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0835 Pel « Maj Lowe, Exec 0, %o 1st S8gt Co At Reguest WO )‘cw;
your company furnish oae cargo truck to S-4 this Apgt Sed,
morning. This trueck will be used by S=q all Gay.. notified.

0918 Tel = Lt Col Derling, Exee 0 VI Corpe Bugr Sect, Maj Billups
to Maj Lowe, Exee O: We will be able to permit *  potified,

_ your unit the use of an earth auger for periods
of & or 8 days at a time only. Armﬁwu have

- peen made with Co B 57th Sig Baj we 11 give you
the unit's location a% this hea quarters.

0920 Tel « Capt Padgets, Div CWO, %o Bgt Nelson,
Ba Oml Sgb: %e found 9 flamethrowsrs in your dump
fully charged. Will you remove these charges before

we transfer the flamethrowers to VI Corps Dump.
1008 Tel » Lt Col Monnier (calling from Div G=3), Penoil “’L
to Lt Oleson, Recon O: Cend a copy of enginser delivered 1t
operations instruetions on MIR No 2 %o Div G-B Div G=-3 and !
{mmediately. returned to §
. ' . ’ thie office. 3
1088 ‘To) - Capt Frank, Co G, to Lt Oleson, Recon O
“hat u-znz on is to be made of track and blade
of tank dozer No & which were left behind north
of !ethﬂnt_r:.
1100 Tel = Lt Oleson, Recon 0, to Capt Barsard, S-8
gect 19ist Tk Bn! thet do you propose to do about

the track and bleée left behind by tank dozer No 8
in vie north of Nothweller.

Cept Barnard: We ave sending a tank retriever
to plek tank dozer track at Nothweller but about
the tank @ozer blade still at the place where the
tank doger was stuck, we do not know, We doubt
whether the tank retriever will be able to plek 3
the blade, however, we will try 1% if 4t is pull
out to the main road. Where would you like %o have
tenk dozer blade delivered? 9 2
- Lt Olesen:t We want the tank dozer blade here
ab our moter pool in Laagensoultzbach. |

Capt Barnard: The tank dozer will be seat %o
an or ghop and we estimate it will require
one week to have it repaired. _. _

s{t Nelson, Bn cml 8gt, returning from the 120th
Engr dump at Lembach reports that twenty flame- :
throwers have been pieked up by Division Cml Varfare
of ficer to tura la %o vI Corps Oml dump. The 125
gallons of prepared fuel, the hydrogen an
eylinders, and the thres kites were left in the dump
for pusiih future use. .

1130
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Xllﬁ Tel - Capt Harrington, G5 Office: uest Ia Billups
two pleces of steel rail four feet long m two metal ngm. .
sheets 3 £ sguare to use 1la counter-sabotage
demonsteation in Luhmh this afterncon.

1280 Tel « Lt Lipsoomb, Co U, to Lt ﬁlown Ren 0Ot it im | ;
I will meet H&S Co wr:am at road Jmu;u in - h i
Nothweiler and will guide it to lecation of tank oi.
dozer blade.

1530 Tel = Capt Ramr (19ist Tk Sn} te Maj Billups:
We have picked up tank dozer track hnt were unable
to handle tank dozer blade with T2, The tank dozexr
will be mtwmm e shop because we do not
have the 8 nevessary for repalring it.

Kaj ups: If our wrecker truck is unable %o
ick up tank doger blade, we plan to detach the blade
zm_ rom another tank dozer and in this manner recover
it and have 1% delivered to our motor pool.

1430 Tank dozer No 1 and erew returaing from 85th Ord
Repair shop n{orm to ¥aj Billups. BElade from
tank LDozer No 1 was uuohod and tank dozer was sent
to recover blade of tank dozer No 8 from vie of
Nothweller and to return to this headquarters.

1550 Tel = Maj Muguta Lt Col Daf ﬁ Eyxeec © VI

. Corpe Engr Sect! dozer No 3 (6638 Minme C1 Co)
has been sent to 85th Ord shop to be repailred. The
blade left behind by this dozer is being revovered
and will be brought te our headguarters. We would
lihhhum'uf&muu ven to Lt Bein of the
8658 Mine C1 Co.

1608 1Lt Gol Knapp, GO 2nd Bn 840th Bagrs, to Ma Milaps:
fon on the poliey in rogu'd to the .
laying and -rki of mine fields,

Maj Bil) prefer the standard mine field
markings rn:f of a two strand fence completel
around all minefielde except those which were a yar{

of the Timad proteetive line laid in front of concer-
na. In this case, coneertina would form one fenece.
oum«o, after all was accomplished, would
remove the fences,
Lt Col Kpapp: What is the plan for the covering
of the defenses before Lembach.

Maj Blllups: We are trylng to get a plan approved
which would provide a -wlth ninori.el& aeross the
huor.

3Rl lap u_ '-'c 2 BTyl Lo goh.eoplan STEEEnel
Whinh wodll ;. cvigs ,.,.s.ur-»ds Lo :
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Capt Frank, Co C, reporting to Ba CP states
that the 180th Inf has planned and asked for s mine-
field beginning at the anti tank obstacle beginning
at RO to the bend in the stream at RO 1
up to the anti tank obstacle at a%:oxsmu R&WS;
another minefield to extend from 9455 to R034445,
;gg etill another minefield across the draw st

18285 Lt Sandridge, Bn Mot O, to Maj Billups: Dozer msgr sent to
blade of the tank dozer Ho 5, has been recovered by notify Sank
wrecker truck and is now at the motor pool., dozer orew

1750 Tel - Capt Rickey, Co A, %o Maj Billups: Today
Lt Etherton cleared road west to Obersteinbach as
far s P72484; removed a tree road block on this
road in which were found 9 TOPF mines and & booby-

“trapped S mines. The working party received heavy
enemy .mxmz fire before and after completion of
removal of road blook. ;

X Siwrm moraing we plan to start laying aines
an Te. .

~ Lt Simmons is golng to contact lst Ba 157th Inf
in nrml to laylng of wire. We do not know how

-much he will need.

17856 Lt Col Monnier reports smow and requests lettered ALl lettered
- oompanies and infantry regiments be notifled to grdu and

maintaln road pabrols. e

1800 Tel - Capt Bridges, Co B, to Maj Billups: Today 4
we continued rovement of the road Veiler southeast :
to R132480; hauled gravel ashes, had bull dozer cut
turn outs along the road, and aiw covered and rew
Wiumm“ofmé'. We are keeping one e '
platoon the forward positions., One battalion =3
of the 179th prom“ te oceupy the fort south
of Climbach and we f %o open entrances to it.

Tomorrow we are ;e ng to prepare two ’or:.:fu. ababtis

and road erateys for demolition as requi by oper-
ations instructions, '

1825 Tel - Maj Blu?a to Lt Cgl Parling, Exee 0, VI
qutmﬁntl e wish to know to whom the bridge
at Wissembourg belongs, to the 45th or to the 79th
Div? We propose Se prepare it for demolition and do -
not want 4t to interfere with the meighboring unit's

Lt ol Darlingt We éo 20t have any definite Lt Col Monnter
information on Se RO o

i e i et
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Lk REMIRED LCTION TAKEN
1845 !ilahl ” Eg 6-21 %&ﬁw, clg 189th l‘i Ba, %0 ¥a}
| illups: We plan ve 12 gun positions prepared
ip sdvance in the vicinity of Goersdorf an&»mrth :
and request the use of a bulldozer to do this work.
Arpangements cen be made to have your bulldozer sent
to meet a de at RO174C0 7 _ : . '
Mej Billups: I ecannot promise immediate help, Lt Cleson, Ren O,
bub will send an officer to cheek and mark ropossd nedr “w
positions. Have your guide meet my officer at check propesed gun
17400 at 1000 hours. rositions, u

1910 Tel « Sgt from 8.3 geet 179th Inf to Maj Billups:
Reguest a flamethrower demonstration for one of our
gompanies just out of the line,

Maj Billups: This ean not be done; all the flame-
gggwwt have been recalled by VI Corps Cml Warfare
8e, .

1920 Toi « Maj Billups to Maj Brwia, isst Div Cad
T have instructedé our companies and the infantry
regiments to maintein road patrols in thelr sectors
on main roads to prevent snow accumulatlon and cobe
gequently a traffic halt, In the event that snow
%“m are needed, there are 4 avallable at the

th . ' ' :
Ia"i:‘l.ni :  Notify srtillery units also to main- Div arty notified
: lar road patrols.

1935 Tel « Capt Harrington, Piv 63 sect, %o Maj
Billupst What do you '{1“ that your engloneer unit
will do in case of a withdrawall ;

Ma § ’111&{.3 We will construst barrier lines,
prepare minefields, prepare and effect demolitlions
upon order, and block all approaches is the division
sector.

The 540th Sngrs are to prepare the hﬁwt
fortifications and %o lay s barrier zoue the
immediate vielnity of the MLR and to rebabllitets
positions in the proper. - _

_ In regard to requl attendance to the Pivisien
Counter-Sabotage demonstration, we are unable ©o
releuse the number of poraomi requested, However
a few selected key men will attend.

1960  Tel » Maj Blllups, to Capt Bridges; Co B: Om
80 De¢ there will be a counter sabotage demonstration
neld in Lembach for divisional units; a::;nga; to have
16 or 20 ttond this, but do not permit 1% to
i ’rrggh:mhhy ‘_apouau'*y work. é’:u an attendance
report %o this office, o
Capt Bridges: <he two pill boxes demolished -
by Lt Cohen of this any were reduced to rubble,
aceo to a report, 5
Maj g1 We plan to have an earth auger to-
wmmmmautmmmtswpn«

«119~
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2040

2100
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REMARKS
demolition akargos where nnudod $ it will bve
sent to you, if you want it,

Tel « Col Armete, Piv Arty C0) to HH,J Billupst
Will bri at RO20410 pass a 28 ton vehicle?

Maj Billups: Yes; it will pass a 40 toa vehiele,

. ol Arnote: Will the road mth to Matts‘hall '
pass two way traffie?

Maj Billups: WNo, this is a one way road; I
suggest you arrange with %4 for road clearance if
you are planning en having any heavy traffic on i%.

Tel - €0 Co B 57th S4g Bn to Maj Billups: We Lt Saendridge, Bn
will permit your unlt to use our earth auger; at Mot 0, ted
present we feel we cannot spare an gamw but if to send after
you will send a capable man he will be given inst= auger; he
ructions on use of auger. 1 man from each

Our location is epproximately 1/2 mile south of company be m
Morsbroan les Balns, ructed in use of

earth auger,

Tel « Capt Frank, Co C, to lhg 3111 a. Ve aro

ng to blow erater in roasd at R um

dges prepared for demolition are at B
Nothweiler (R0463522), Bobenthal (8039516 3515.
R106496, plus 2 ethorn whose location is urmﬁu.
We are io to prepare for demolition a srater in
the road leading southwest from bridge at R105496
also one bridge ia Lembach.

Tel « Maj Billups to Capt Hamutm, G.3 Office:
re requesting a definite decision be made as
iﬁ whom the ntp&ﬂb&ty belongs for the demolition
of, or m off, of the bridge in Wigsembourg
uﬁ road from R107496 to R088467; the former happens
to be on 79th Div and 45tk Piv boundary, the latter
on 1&0& Inf and 179th Inf regimental boundary.

Capt Harrvington: There is no definiig lnformation
on this problem at present, but I will take this wp
with Divielon Ga3,

Weather: Gﬁm to partly emay. cold, light ground hagze;

lu&hhu, French Liaison Officer and rom

ttnt on Tt uesting printed coples
L toz. 3&%, is sent to coatact gapt
Mm, -2 VI section.

-180-



0840

1110

Tol » Maj Billups, to Capt Tauscher, ADE:

Co A cleared romd west towards Obersteinbash as
far as (972484, removed 3 S mine booby trape 2nd
pine TOPY mines with the tree road block on this

Co B continued improving road Weiler southeast
to R132480 by laying gravel and ashes, and ecutting

mt 1::&% turn oute in the road; also cleared roed
o cé.

Co C Blew crater in anti tenk ditch crossing
at ROSOS40 and d the following bridges for
demolition: ROOPH35, RO46522, ROB9S14, 8513,
R106496 and two others which location we @o not

Statugs of Tank Dozers: No 1 returned from
repalr shop and is back in operation; No 2 in op-
eration and assigned to Co A; tank dozer No 3 in
ordnance shop rgoing repairs. The blade for Ne
% tank was recovered yesterday by our wrecker truck.

Tel - Capt Bridges, Co B, to Ma} Biu\tit!

Capt Frank, Co C, is going to be responsible for
the blocking of road from R107496 southwest to
RO8B7467. ; 2.3

According to the present plans, the 179th Iaf
is to use the road from Weiler southeast to R154480.

We have found the entrances to the fortification
south of Climbach and after inspection the infantry
battalion concerned belleve that 1t is very satise
factory. Co F 540th Engrs have almost completed
the work assigned to them. They have prepared and
marked off a minefield and preparei an abatis for
demolition. ) _ .

The laying of wire continues both in forward
poesitions and in rear fortificatioans.

The ecratering charges to be instelled will not
be placed without primers; we propose to insert
primers at the ¢ of execution.

Maj Pillups: view of movement of artillery
units, we 14 like to use your bulldozer in the
near fumo to prepars gun positions. - _
~ Capt Pridges: Our bulldoszer is in use; the
180th FA has asked us to prepare some positions
for them.

Lt Oleson, Ren 0, returning from vieinity of

foerth reporte that gun positions for the 189th
¥A Bn have been marked off.

elfl=



1200

1300

1310

1320

1330

1418

1440

1445

| REIARES ACTION TAKEN
liessenger - lhi Billups teo Lt Col Knapp (CO
2nd Bn 540th Engrs): Can you send me an overlay
detalling the work that your battalion mow has
under way along our MLRT I am particularly inte
erested in the plans of your E and ¥ companies,
as I have some information oa your D Company.

Tel « Ma] Billups to Lt Pleket, Co B! Send
your 8 tonm traller to Capt Rickey at Co A,

@Gontact the 160th FA and have them indicate
location of proposed gun positlons whieh they
want prepared.,

Tel - Lt Ploket, Uo B, to Maj Billups: . Go A notified.
Our prime mover is not in operating condition,
therefors we will not be able to send an 8 ton
trailer., Will you arrange for Co A to send after
the trailer.

Tel « Maj Billups to Maj King, 5-3 189th FA:
We are sending a small bull dozer to commence digging
iuarzasitlnna for your organization in vieinity of
oerth; later in the afternoon the D-7 bulldozer
will be sent there also, The small dozer will
commence working on Battery A's positions on
acocount of the ground being softer there.

Tel - Ammunition Officer, 157th Infl %o Mg j
Billups: We are planning to lay a few antl
personnel mines. What is the present poliey in
regard to the laying of these mines?

Maj Billups: Anti personnel minefields will
be laid upon order of your regimental commander
and the layingz will be done by or supervised
by the englnesrs. :

~ Tel -~ Capt Harri n, G-8 Office, to Maj Billups:
For the division counter sabotage demonstration
tomorrow, we have scheduled the total unlt attendance
of 50 men from your organization for in the moraing.

Tel » Col Armote (8.5 Div Arty) %o n:i Billups:
We wish to use a bulldozer to dlg gua positiouns

for the §58th FA Ba which is reinforeing our fires.
They plan to have their positions in the Q9938

grid square.

After a three party telephone sonversétioa
(co 938th FA Bn, 8.3 Div Arty and Maj Billups)
it is decided to send one representative from
one battery (938th FA Bn) to indicate proposed
gun positions; as soon as one battery's gun
pesitions are completed, notice will be seant %o



InE REMARKS
G0 938th FA who will send representative of

gecond battery. The gun positions for the 938th
FA will a2ll be dug in this manner.

145% Tel - Maj Billups to Lt Pieket, Co B: Earth
Auger from Co B 57th Sig Bn will be sent to your
company LomOYrow,

1638 Capt Har ol (Aget B-3 returning from the 79th
. Div OF) %o Maj Billups: ADE of the 504th Engrs,
9th Div, states bridge at R146488 has been prepared
for l-ninlun& demolition is te be executed upon
order of the CO 315th Inf Regt., The 304th Engrs
have also made preparations for the bloeking of
the road in the event the need arises,

720 2 Lt Oiubn, Ren © returning from Vie of Weom;
to Maj Billups: Digging of gun positions for Bery
A 189th FA Bn has been completed.

1725 Tel ~ Capt Frank, Co ahm Maj Billups: Re- HkS Co instructed

i‘:«t use of earth auger

r the purpose of = to notify

» holes to place charges on main road along auger operator

the x to Bobenthal, tonlight, to
| ng thﬂ Div &

blow the big

operation a low priority. -

1738 Tel - Capt Rickey, Co A, to Maj Billupe: We
have omhm laying one anti tank mine field
in vieinity of Dembach., It has been marked off;
the two traile straddllang the minefield have been
ME by abatds, ' : 4
‘Hinother anti tank minefield, incomplete as yet,
wae lald at Winsokerthal (R945445), |
There was no barbed wive laid today. The 157%h -
Infantry attempted hauling the wire on mules to the
forward positions but the terraih was %00 diffioults
to pass. Another at ¢t will be made tomorrow,
this time the ploneer platoon will be us ed to
clear a good route of approach. .
What informestion do you have about a grepem
ueilx.mmoml minefisld for the 3ré Bn 15Yth Inf¥
j Billupst The supply officer 157%h Int,
' drew 25 anti personnel mines from us,
or tomorrow we m'?cn mﬂ two or three
men accempany Capt Yox (Div tion 0) en a
tour of inspection of tunnels in Four a Chaux
fortifications, : ;
We elso request a few of your men attend a
counter-sabotage demonstration at 0900 tomorTow
in Lembach.

=183-

says to go ahead and Cap
ridge in Lembach, but give this  at C



fel ~ Capt Hales, M llu Bill mm& t
e . 3 oﬁu mxgt %

are _ _ i-l sect
and we will noed a six man um; have them report ‘.ﬁi]...

:
E
E

' Tol = auptmn: Co ©, wlq nm Hotify A
- fhptm ¢O Co B 540th Bngrs, o8 3
lan have wwrru These ma arm 8 work. e
ﬁnt he contact Maj Sandellin at
Inf tomorrow at 0900 h&m

K&-W = Maj Billups to Capt Hudson, 0O
Co E 540th Engrs:

1. I just veceived word of a change in plans
which will affeet your work.

2, 00 180th Inf desires that you meet Ma]
Sandelin at 180th Inf desires that you meet Ma |
Sandelin at 180th Inf service Co tomorrow at ¢
hours to discuss changes, _ : A

T. %;.m (00 2na Bn S40th l



LIME REMARKS : - ACTTION TAKEN

yeube

Weather:t Clear to partI{ eloudy, eold, light snow at close of
period; visibility falr te 1init¢d.

o785 Tel « Lt Lipscomb, Co C, to Maj Billups: Ve
want to use the earth auger agaia this morning;
have 1% stand by at road intersection in Lembach,
The work for this moraning is to be done Just north
of Lembach.

Maj Billupst: As soon as your work is completed,
gsend the earth auger to Co B CF in Rott.

0820 Tel « Lt Oleson, Recon U, to 5~ 189th ¥FA Bn:
We will have a bull dozer at your B battery and C
battery st about 0900 to prepare gun positions,
Request you provide camouflage nets to cover the
spoil at these emplacements,

0840 Tel « Maj Billups to Capt Tauscher, ADE: Yes-
terday Co A dug gun emplacements for A battery
189th FA Bn; ecompleted la of one anti tank
minefield in viecinity of Dambach, another antl tank
minefield, incomplete so far, was lald at Win-
eckerthal (R945443), There was no wire lald because
the infentry wag unable to haul the wire to the
location needed,
~ Co B ?rtplrlﬁ bridges for demolition at ROV54635,
R189487 (Weliler) and culvert at R1239502; prepared
abatis for demolition, 200 yards in length, from
ROS9487 to R091469, RO75463, abatis blockis
three trails from R127504 to R150502, trail inter-
section R157630, R147517, R149618 and R153517;
felled trees at R156515, R156509 and at trail
intersection R180509; placed eratering charges on
road at R104473; laild 400 s of wire to complete
the block, and opened fortifications for occupation;
dug gun lnilnaonnntl for the 160th ¥4 Bn,

Co C laid 10 anti tank mines atl ROS652V; placed
eratering charges at R104499, RO97480; RORD4YS;
ROB9449; felled abatis at R106516, R105507, R1LOB503;
prepared abatis for demolition at R046628, RO4451=, -

056527, ROBES25, ROBES14, R115558, R117528, RO99SLE,
RO97478; checked area for possible unbloc entrances
from RO70540 along stream to HOB7527, aaross ridge
down to stream at Bobenthal, then to Nieder Schlette
enbach and down to RO7084C.

1000  Tel - Lt Col Parling, Uxec O VI Corps Engr sest,

to Maj Billups: The bridge at Wissembourg will be
your responsibility.

«12Cw



1250

12885

1308

1320

1325

1340

1430

Tel - Haj Blm Be3 409 AFA Bn, to Maj Billups:
Request use of a bulldozer to dig gun positions

for the 499 AFA Bn in vielnity of Lembach. Ve will
gend an officer to your offlce to make necessary
arrangements.

Tel « Maj Billups to Lt Lipscomb, Co C: 'I‘ho 499
AFA Ba has reyuested use of a bulldozer to prepare
gun positions in vieclaity of Lembach.

Lt Lipsecmb: Ve will gh De7 dozer fox them.

Have gulde report to our CP (Climbach). Will you
arrenge with the 499 AFA for transportation of
dozer operator %o and from prcpuod site.

Tel « Maj Billups to Lt Pioket, Co B: Cheok
on avallability of your D-V doger for another
work project.

Tel - 18t 8gt Co B to Maj Billups: Our De7 has
completed digs gun positions for one battery of
the 160th FA Bn and is golng te start dlgging zun
positions for Bat'ury B 16 FA Bn.

Tel « Gapt Frank, Co C, %o Maj Billups: VWhat is
gm for tho neaking of the Pt VingeneLembach

maﬂ
Billups: Ae far as we know, there is ne
&oﬁn te plum, however, elther mines or oratoriu
charges would be the 10516;1 block.
Capt Frank: If mines are used, i1t will reguire
a lum quantity; if a crater is blm, it ean
easily be by passed.

Tel =« llai Billups to Lt smugo Bn Mot O:
Lo A's D»7 dozer track requires npniring; roqwu%
uad two or three mechanics to Co 4 now., L%

son G u leaving for Co A:
éuu-

We have no transportation for the

mhani.n; we win send them with Lt Oleseon.

Tel » Maj Billups to Capt Brusn, Co B: BSend
Re4 dozer operator with p:x mover to gﬁek up
R4 dogzer in dump at Woerth and report our Ban -
CP in langensoultzbach, He will be kept here uatil
the digging of gun positions has been completed.

Tol - m Billups ta Haj Blue, S-3 499 AFA Ba:
I have a de ready to go te work on your gun
positions, Have someone and plek the D-7
dozer at our Co C CP in © ch, Wil you arrange
to have dozer mro.wr transported %o and rm work.

Tel « Capt uwnw, AVE %o M/Sgt lunam:,
seetions v reports 157th Inf has laid an AT
minefield at 9 , vie of Dambach,

«l26-

Lt Oleson
notified,
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Tel « Capt Rickey, Co 4, to Maj Billups: The
srd Bn 157th Inf proposes to lay booby ped
antl tank minefields. What is the availability
of these antl 1ifting devices?

Maj Billups: I will make a check of these
ftems and furaish you the iaformation later, If
3 R-4 doger 1e not being used now, we want to
: it here and use it to dig gua positions.

Tel - Maj Billups to Capt Rickey, Co 4! B-4
reports there are 900 anti=1ifting devices in
our dump; the proposed minefield with these
devices must be laid only by englneer personnel,

Tel « Gapt Rickey, Co 4, to Maj Billups: Today
we lald 675 AT mines on the maia road southeast
of Dambach (Q928443) in the 2ad Bn 157th Iof
sector, laid 800 yards of double concertina in
the 18t Bn sector; comploted blocking with ebatis
the trulls avound the AT minefiecld at (948445, -
and 1ald @ minefield of 12 antl personnel mines,
a sketeh for which will be submltted. Three men
ettended counter sabotage demonstratioa at Lembach
today. 4 work detail out tonight, will lay 10
anti tank mines, four of which will be booby
trapped with antd lifting devices.

Tel = 3-8 Seet Ufficer, Hrd Bn 180th Iaf, to
Maj Billups: Reguest that GO Co E 540th Bangrs

be notified that the O Srd Bn 1B0th Inf (LY

Gol Pird) will meet him at Serv Ce 180th Iaf
in Lembach at 0900 hours tomorvow.

Vessenger - lhé Billups to 00 Cc ¥ 540th Eangrs:
Lt Col Bird, 180th Inf would llke to see you at
180th Inf Serv Co ¢F in Lembach tomorrow morning
at 0900 hours, if you can be there.

 Tel - Lt Col Monnier to Lt Cel Darling, Exes 0
VI Corps Engr Sect: A new infantry re t is
peing attached to our division and will require
the support of an emngineer company. Is there
any possibility of getting a company of the ©40th

to support them
1t Col Darling: Yes. Contact CO $40th ILngr

Regt; there is a geibllity of gettlng a company
from the lst En ng': working on tﬁo 45th mvﬁzm

gector.

Lt Col Mosnier: We have one of ths new US
antl tank mine TeEL Heavy. What information
can you give us on this mine?

pm—

w4 contacted;
There 900 antie

1ifting devices

in the dump.

iSRS,
& et AL A e =
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2040

Lt Col Darling: Reporte received indicate that
these mines have been detonated when arming. ~ny
foreign matter in the igniter well, at the time
of arming these mines, might cause the mine to
be set off, However, if reasonable care is taken,
in this respect, the mine should prove to be
very satisfactory. ‘

Tol « Lt Col Momnier to Lt Col Eschenburg (Div
G=3): I bellieve we cap got a company of engineers
from the 1st Ban 540th “ngrs, now on our left, %o
support the pew infantry regiment belng attached
to the 45th Pivision. ,

1t Col Bechesmburg: iHow would our new field
order read?

1t Col Monunier: Field order muet read: "Une
sompany of eangineers in support", We do not

| know whet lettered company 1t will be.

2045

Tel « Maj Lowe, Bxec 0, %o WO Ferguson, Asst
B-4: Have Tec 4 ﬁuttaa. '“mg;:iply aoo{, notify
anits drawing water from Bobant water point

that this polnt will be closed teday.

-

Weather: Clear, cold, light smow; visibility fair.

§

Tel « Maj Billups to Capt Tausoher, “DE:
Co A yesterdey lald 675 antl tank mines at WPLB448,
sompl eted blocking of trails around anti tank mine-
field at ng‘ l1aid 600 yarde of doubls concertina
in the 1lst Bn 1 th Inf sector; lalé a small anti '
personnel minefield consisting of 12 mines.

Tel « Lt Prestwood, Vo C, to Maj Billups: Is
earth uaqx' roporting to our company this moraing?
Angt les. :

Tel - Lt Fenstermacher, 6638 Mine Clearance Co,
to Maj Billups: Tank dozer Ne 3 snd orew, atbtached
to Co C, is returning to VI Corps Engr on order
of Col Thomas, VI Corps Engr. Tank dozer will
underge repairs and we do not know whether we wiil
return to your C Co.

Tel » Lt Picket, Co B, to Maj Pillups: Co B
yesterday laid barbed wire from R118530 to 150637
and from 168522 to 166517 promd abatis for dem~ -
olition at RL32495, nmx&u 17, 136682, 158620,
142514, 146512, along trail from 074465 to the culvers
at 076463 and along another trail at 076465 and
0784463 074462, 077483, Frepared culvert for dem-
ggi.u at 0764633 located & mines laid around

g in fortification area. l "
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Capt Rlckey, Co 4, arriving at Bn CP yeports
on Co 4's work for mhmﬂ Strung coneertina
from RO04H05 to 008508; laid anti tank mine road
bleck at Q973484 consisting of 10 antl tank mines
g;hioh twe are activated and 3 antl personnel

88,

Tel - 160th FA Ba Cfflcer reports a 5/4 ton
vehicle from his unit, while hauling timber for
dugouts, struck a nine at ROOPSE9 at about 1045
hours. “

Sketoh submitted by Co C indicates work éone
on 30 Dec: Abatls prepared for demolition: 18
trees at RO11482, 50 trees at 089480, 17 tress
at 040498, 8 tress at 083502, 50 trees at 060483,
8 troes at 082488, 29 trees at 060504, 18 trees
at 075509, 26 trees 068514, 50 trees at 078511,
§1 trees at 087513, 27 trees in draw extending

vom 079499 northeast to 089509, 81 trees blocke
s oireular ares enclosed in polats from
38=090498-089600- '

: 100503 030504«084500-

8 trees at 097474, 12 trees ab 099478
10 trees at lou“i house prepa for Gemolition
in Bobenthal at 091513 and one at G@lﬁui bridges

prepared for demolition at 018481, at 10
muﬁu gharges-placed at o1es8l
14 50 AT mines at 023482.

Two m-ﬁ& mes from the 180th FA Ba 'm!.vu;
at the GP regquest a mine clearing detall to sweep

‘area in vicinity where a B/4 ton vehiole from

thelr organizatlion struck an v mine., They
state that the location is Q’m instead of
RO09399 as previously yeported, :

Pel » Col Wieckhem, Div ¢ of 8, to Maj
Billups: An order recelved from VI Coxps

!-1-.-'!'- t Moore to Me] Billups! I have
issued 125 AT mines to the 180th Inf mine platoos.
Am out of ‘!H Bupply . | _

Lt Oleson, Reson 0, reports eompletion of dlg-

positions for the 189 TA; our Co

'y D7 dozer sent to work with st rois
8.3 sect) digging gun positions for the 171 FA.

-129-
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send mine
sweeplng
A1l compani %
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8-4 potified.
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RIMARKS ACTION TAKEN
fel - Lt Col Mosmnier to Ma) Billups: Div G4 S-4 notified.
yecomnends west edge of Niederbronn as a sultable
losation for water point for new infaatzy regiment.
The 540th Engre -ui 1 furnish this water point,
and we will notify them of this location.

Tel » Capt Rickey, Co A, to Maj Billups: Today
we started preparing the culverts at RL997476 for
demolition w are nob g&tﬂu the primers on these
charges, 1% & rope ladder for the 106%h Fa OF;

: two rolls of cbooertina on the friendly

strung _
side of minefield at (973484, 157th Inf requests

a ouwgg -eharg be placed beside prepared culve
erts at 7476 effoctively block the road when
demolition of culverts is exsouted. _
We wish to borrow an air compressor for lLomorrow's
operations. :
llaé Billupe: We will try to get one from either
B or ¢ Cp, Request a check be made of your se¢tor
for unblocked entrances to unused areas and either
block them or prepare them for blocking.

Pe). « Capt Frank, Co C to Maj Billups: Today
we out trees for blocking road vicinity of Nothe-
weiler; put in evater on road Fi vingeneLlembach;
‘w‘ holes on voad betweean Pt Wingen and
No iler; prepared trees for demolition north of
Climbach, Tank dozer from the 6638 Mine Clearance
Co hae gene back to VI Corpe Ha.

Tel « Cpl Frank, S3 seet 157th Inf, %o /8
Huseby, 8«2 sect! Who are we supposed to submib
minefleld record sketeches to?

Ans: Submit one copy to this office and one
eopy to m" GnB.

Tel = Capt Pridges, Co B, to Maj Billups? Today Ak
we laid B0 rolls of wire; tied in with the 79th Biv k) %
on the right ané lack approximately 180 yards to
complete tie with regiment on our left. Prepared
erater for demolivion at R115498 approximately 800
Pﬂ;ﬂ from old treadway bridge -ito; prepared :

teld loeation at a point south of eratering charges.
Bloeking of trails for the 1lst, Znd and Srd Bas
179th Inf will be completed tomorrow, Road blocking
Betail worked om north and south road beyond Climbach
they will continue tomorrow and complete %o the
outpost 1ine, Cleared debris in tunneli of Fort

Hoo d; pertially removed S minefield located in
vieinity of forts; 2 or B 5 mines were found.

<z . Fo s
£ - ‘J".’-"“xft’:-:v_.‘" A o
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Ing LEMARES
: A ton truck was driven in tunnels as far as
poui @ to provide light, Entrance from this

m.nt on was limited to vehicles not emuﬂls
ﬂt of 4 £t 11 inches,
uggn n Ib not bloek trail m.u at

:: southwest to
emolitions m nacﬂncu end

a& a Pd:& 450 .and do not mem west,
l.w has oompleted ai

gging of
mltiw for Btry A 160th FA Bn; 79th Dt
requested use af our dGozer,

2330 Tel » Capt Bam, Gl Otﬁu, to T/8gt Huseby:
Nineteen enemy paratro mhaniundmﬁ _
at Kurtzenhausen; ¢l ort & enemy
mm in nmncr both towns south of

& Wi
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