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COMPANY A: CP remains unchanged, Lt, Rickey and lst Platoon continued work on
‘ identification and marking of friendly minefield in forward areas. Lt
Smith and 2nd platoon worked on Frantz'! Parkway and 157th Infantry road
net, Lt, Cooper and 3rd platoon worked on RR bed, filling craters and
ruts, Bulldozer basckdragged Division CP road, Also dug in 977th FA
Battalion, Two squadse working with Lt, Myers on malaris control,

COMPANY B: OCP remains unchanged, Lt. Williams and 2nd platoon prepared to lay AP
mines and wire, but attempts to lay wire were frustrated by small armg
fire. Sergeant MeKinney and 3rd platoon composed road patrol over our
assigned roads and repaired three shell craters in the vicinity of
Padiglions, The 1st platoon provided engineer supervision to the 2nd
Battalion, 179th Infantry in concertina wire erection, 2nd platoon comw
posed road patrol during day light hours over assigned road net, .

COMPANY C: remaing unchanged, Bridge gnards maintgined guard over assigned
bridges. The company maintained road to Carane, Bullt wp and revetted
shoulders of gravel road, Cleaned debris from culverts on gravel road,
Repaired roads around the 18Cth Infantry Regiment CP, Bulldozer dug in
tanks for 191st Tank Battalion.

PERIOD 0001 - 2400 | 4 May 1944
BATITALIONs CP remains unchanged.

H& S C0: 'CP remains unchanged, Detail of enlisted men sereening kitchen for the
120th Medicel Clearing Company,

COMPANY A: CP remains unchanged, Lt, Rickey and lst platoon working during the
night marking and tracing out mine fields, Lt. Smith and 20d platoon
worked on malaria eocntrol program, Lt, Cooper and 3rd phatoon sand-
bagged and improved General BEagles quarters. DBragged road 901221 =~
899221 « 902228, Dug in ammunition for 977th FA,

COMPANY B: CP remains unchanged. The 3rd platoon fumnished two NCO's as englnee®
advisers for 179th Infantry in erecting barbed wire obstacles, During
Bhe night, Lt, Fields and the lst platoon composed road patrol to patrol
road net assigned to this company, Minefield (16 APM 2 A1) laid at
922313, Demolition charges ih road at 931274 - 917265 - 902260 removeds

COMPANY ©: CP remains unchanged, Mainbained bridge guards., Removed 400 lbs of TNT
from vieinity of bridge 12. Filled eraters on Carano road and revetted
shoulders on gravel road, Dug in 216th AAA radio trucks, Constructing
road 920252 ~ 931253 = 936259 - 938259, Also road ab 931255 = 940249,

PERIOD 0001 - 2400 5 May 1944
BATTALION: CP remains unchanged,
H& S C0: €P remsins unchanged,
COMPANY As OP remains unchanged, Lt, Rickey and lst platoon in rest. Lt. Smith,

2nd platoon, and two squads from 3rd platoon, worked on malaria conbrol.
One squad, 3rd platoon, built 1/4 mile of road in forward area with B=7,
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PERIOD 0001 - 2400 ; 30 May 1944

BATTALION;
H& S €O
COMPANY As

COMPANY Bs
. COMPANY C:
PERIOD 0001
BATTALIONS

H& S COs
COMPANY As

COMPANY B:

COMPARY C:

CP unchanged,
CP unchanged.

CP moved to 914340, Bulldozer dug in guns of 106th AAA, Continued
repair of dirt road, :

CP unchanged., Bulldozer constructed another landing strip for obser-
vation planes of Division Artilleryi

CP moved to 933270, Bulldozer dug in gun positions for 17lst FA., First
platoon removed mines at 873385 and 870385,

= 2400 31 May 1944
CP unchanged.
CP wchanged,

CP unchanged, Bulldozer dug in tents for Division forward CP , Con-
tinued maintenance of roads in sector,

CP unchanged. No engineer activity, Road madntenance in sector.

CP unchanged., No engineer sctivity.
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NARRATIVE HISTORY OF THE 120TH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION

MARCH 1945
I. Training Period (March 1-13):

1. The beginning of the month of March found the 120th Engineer
Combat Battalion, with the rest of the 45th Infantry Division, in
Seventh Army reserve, resting and training in the Luneville-Bpinal
area of France, having been there since 18 February. A4 training
schedule providing for practice in the assault of fortified positions,
a8 well as firing of weapons, chemical warfare training, etc., was
in effeet, and engineer work was confined to repair and maintenance
of target ranges, and other tasks to facilitate the division's training
program. Among these tasks were included the preparation of camouflage
suits for the Division Scouting and Patroling School, the checking of
anh artillery demonstration area for mines, and the moving of disabled
tanks to the anti-tank ranges for use as targets. To accomplish these
tasks without unduly interrupting the battalion's tralining program,

‘a different engineer company was designated as the "work company" Tor
each day, with no training schedule for that day. At the beglnning
of the month, the training schedule outlined in "Training Memorandum
No 5™, published 24 February, was still in effect.

2. On 3 March, Major Billups (S-3), as engineer member of a party
of three officers from the 45th Division, left to study methods used in
breaching the Siegfried Line defenses in the Echternach sector of the
Third Army front. In his absence, Captain McCullough (8-2) was de-
signated as acting 5-3. Maj Billups returned on & March and on 7 March
Capt McCullough was senht on a similar mission, as engineer member of a

party of five officers, to study river crossing methods in the First
and Ninth army fronts, rcoturning 11 Magrch.

3. Training Memorandum No 6 was published on 3 March, to continue
the program outlined in Training bemorandum No 5 which expired on that
date. However, the provisions of the new memorandum were hever carried
out id full because on the morning of 4 bLlarch, the engineer battalion
found 1tself suddenly involved in preparations to train the division
in river crossings.

4, Thig new training was carriesd oubt in conjunction with the 40th
Engineer Combat Groug. ¥ach infar try reglment had one full day of
traloning in river crossings with the 40th EBngineers acting in their
normal role as supporting engineesrs. Thisg training took place in the
area of the Etang Ve Gondrexange, cbout 25 kilometers northeact of
Luneville, on 11, 12 and 1% larch. Yrevious fto the trainiog with the
40th Bngineers however, CfCil oo imre ettt SRLE LA (oS DTG
liminary training of the feme typs, wiChASSIFICHMOMNngineers acting

as supporting engineers sphd asg techiya WSQTS e e tllis prelimipary
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180th Infantry site, there was also constructed a heavy ponton raft,
for use in training drivers from Division artillery, 645th TU Battalion
and 191st Tank Battalion. In this training, each engineer lettered
company supported its normal infantry regiment. The division scouting
and patrolling school at Rambervillers was also continued during this
period, adjusting its program to stress amphibious scouting and use

of assault boats. The engineers also assisted 1n the instruction

of this school.

5. On the night of 4 larch, the special equipment necessary to
conduct this training was procured from Seventh Army Engineer in
JTuneville. This included sufficient material to provide each
regimental training site with six (6) storm boats, one light infentry
support raft (M/2), two extra half-boats, and a number of six-man
and ten-man pneumatic boats. On 5 March, the engineer lettered
companies commenced the preparation of the training sites and the
training of engineer demonstration teams, and the actual training
of the ilnfantry regiments began on 6 and 7 March. The 40th Engineers
constructed the heavy ponton raft at the 180th Infantry training site
and furnished personnel to assist in the training with it. On the
8th and the 10th of March two additional sites were prepared for
training Division Artillery units in stream crossing with DUES' g,
one on the Moselle at Roville 'and the other on the Meurthe at Frambois.

6. In conjunction with thie river crossing training, one major
engineer task consisted of the building and maintaining of an approach
road for the heavy ponton raft site southwest of Luneville, B.R.C.
matting and gravel was used here To congtruct about 400 yards of road.
Also during this period, it was intended to train the engineer
lettered companies in treadway bridge construction in accordance with
Training Memorandum No 6. Brockway trucks and treadway equipment were
obtained for this purpose, but the equipment was incomplete, and only
one company was able to accomplish any training with it.

7. Beginning 11 March, the infantry regiments partook in ons day's
treining apiece with the 40th Bnginesrs in the Gondrexange area. The
180th Infantry began ite training at noon on the 1lth, and the 179th
on the 1l2th, and the 157th on the 13th. Tach regiment took two
officers from its normally supporting engineer company ealong as
observers.  Otherwise the divisional engineers took no part in this
training. %hile the regiments were thus engaged, the engineers
collected and turned in the training equipment they had been using,
and prepared to undertake their next assignment.

|

II - Crossing of the Blies River and advance to the Siegfried Line
(March 14=--17):

As early as 10 March, the 45th Division had been alerted for
an early move to the Sarreguemines area, for recommitment in Ehat
sector. It was apparent that the first task invelved in this new ;
sector would be an assault crossing of the Blies River, so an engineer
officer was sent to Frauenberg, northeast of Sarreguemines, to obtain
advance data on the river. It was planned for the 157th and 180th
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Infantry Regiments to lead in the attack, so companies "A' and "C"

of the 130th Engineer Combat Battalion were attached, respectively,

to these regiments fer the move to the new area. This attachment,
however, was purely administrative, ahd these companies reverted

to battalion control upon arrival of battalion headquarters in the

new area. The 180th RCT (Co C attached) moved on 12 March, ahd the
157th RCT (Co A Atbached) moved on 13 Mareh. Co B meved independently
on 13 March as well as H&B Co and battalioh headguarters and the
remainder of the 45%th Infantry Pivision. Upon arrivael in the Sarre-
guemines area, the division came under control of XV Corps,

45%th Division Field Order No 1 was published on the 13th,
ordering the divisien to pass through the 44th Infantry Division and
breach the Siegfried Line, capture Homburg, and be prepared to cont-
inue the advance to the west bank of the Rhine River. For the initial
phase of this action, the 157th Infantry was given the right half of
the division sector, sast of the Blies River, and the 180th Infantry
was assigned the left bhalf, with a jump-off line on the Blies River
from its bend at Bliesbriuck, to a point two kilometers west of
Frauenberg. 120th Englneer Battalion Field Order No 1 was published
the follewing day, assigning Co "A"™ te the support of the 157th
ITafantry, and ini%ially both "B" and "C" Companies to the support of
the 180th Infantry Regiment. Co "B"™ would cross the 3rd battalion
of the 180th Infaniry over the Blies River at Frauenberg, and Co "C"
would cross the lst battalion at Blies-Ebersing. Once the crossing
had been made, Cp "C" would take over the entire support of the
180th Infantry, and Ceo "B" would revert to general supporte The 179th
Infan try regiment was being held in division reserve, and Co "B" was
t0 be prepaired to move with them to exploit a possible breakthrough.
the 1277th Engr C Ba, part of the 110lst Engr C Group, was in support
of the 45th Infantry Division. Captain Johnston and three enlisted
men from the 1377th Engr C Ba staysd with battalion headquarters
throughout the operation for liason purposes.

The Jjumpwoff was scheduled for 0100A hours 15 March, but
congiderable preparatory sngineer work had to be performed before that
heour. During the night of 13%-~14 March, reconnalissance was conducted
at both of the 180th Infantry crossing points for suitable footbridge
and ferry sites, assault boats were brought forward to Frauenberg
and Blies-Ebersing, and lanes to the river were cleared of mines.

Lg the 44th Infantry Division was still not relieved by the 45th,

the 63rd Engr C Bn (44th Div) assisted in this mine clearing, and also
cleared the debris from the roadway at the demolished rallroad over-
pass south of Blies-Bbersing. On the night of 14«~15 March, before
the attack began, footbridge and rafting equipment was also brought
forward, and additional mine clearing was performed on the near bank
of the river. The 1277th Engineer C Bn were prepared to install a
Bailey bridge over the Blies River at Frauenberg as soon as the
tactical situation permitted.

The attack began as scheduled, promptly at OlLO0A hours, 15

March. The 3rd Infantry Divisien attacksd on the right of the 45th
and XXI Corps on the left. ZInitially, the 157th Infantry, in the
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For the Battalion‘cammander:

JOSEPH W LOWE, JR
Ma jor, CBE,
Executive Officer

OFFICTAL: ' /;/QW

Adjutant
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The 45th Infantry Division in World War |I: An Unofficial Guide to Resources
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