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in the west'ttnd 0 to and were sto:p e Jllst short or the ohuroh 

iV-206606).B a pan)" mov,e<l into 1;he oooupl d portion ot 'town on 
the 30th and. 8s1a'e4 by a platoon 0 11gh~' ~&DkaJ continued the 
atta k on th '1st. JTom pos11i1ons () ,the }qo.\tth a~d~t ot,-the town 
( -20060S) the seo nd plato n plaoed lr tt:!' '0 he woods to 
th Nl1i ( -20S610) to ,00 e1' the adv$.Dc ot- A CO~l J.79th., When the 
w ods were o8oup1ed bp the lnt. t17.th8- ~h11rd p.L n moved by way 
or GireooUX'1; an4 P1errepon$- to PPZOGz1mately WV";20 61' to 'protect the 
advance ot 0 00., 179th '0 h.1g):l round 1;00- '1 1"dS .aat(WV"'219612). 

e tanks exeo~ted their miaslon ut the 0 t-troops ere held up
600 yards shar' ot their ob~e~tlve by small U'Ill8 and DlOJ1#fiJ" fir • 

The following :morning, Ootobe 2, the _third platoon d'Vunoe 
on the town astrid the road fro ,the nor$b as tar -s 1t 0 uld bo 
ewep or miaes and then pro ~eded to pla,e h,avy tire on the hous s 
south ot the oenter.ot town (WV-20S600)~ ~he other two platoons,
with infantry, exeouted ~eap-trogg1ng man uyer along thamain roa 

rom the west. The in antry advanced while the tanlcaoovere them 
by t1rEJ; then th - engineers olear d the road to p rmit the tanks to 
ove up. By 1700 the' town was clea.red of the etteD11- In all, 180 

prisoners' were taken and great number of 'enemy 1nfantrymen -, (76 by 
aotual Gaunt) were killed. Two 'tanks were put out of action by mines v 

ur1ng the d Y, and a third was temporarily 1 obi11z d by artillery Y 

fir , but was reoovered and returned to aotion tew hours lat~r. 

A Oompany wIth he 157th Regt. was cont!nu1ng the attaok on 
Bru and Jeanmeal1, but the unyielding resIst.noe al~owed only 

"appreciable ains. At 2200 all three platooIS ass bled at It ber
vlll rs in regimental reserv • 

, C Oom.pany ,supported the 180th in mop Ing up J'rem.itontaine- and 
in alnta1nlng the .r.~81ve positions at Aut~ey. Later in the 
tternoon, two plat ons were returned to Destord (~Vw17364J) s 
reg~ent 1 res rye. . 

Relief ot Band 0 Co~pani a, the fir t slno the start of the 
o,ttenslveSW ot Epinal, was oompleted on the hird.. en B 00. 
assembled in Gugneoourt -f the 2nd platoon ot D Co. re lned with the 
179th in the defensive system at Grandvl11ers. Another light taru~ 
platoon w s 16 t at Frew1tontalne hile toot he $ ult guns took 
oVer the osit1ons at Autr y. 

The two 1i ht tank platoons ent nto action ed1 tely: The 
1st Platoon dvanclng trom Fr mifontaine '1th the 1 Otllt Jrd B 
pr~gressed to the vioinity of iV-240625; th thir platoon,the 179th 
1st 'Battalionts support, moved from G~andvillers to V-24060,. e 
tollow! day the 1st pla'tQon reach d hI h round overlooki 1a 
'. rtagne ( -24 619) 1. while the third was ~opped by a mined road 
block just short or srovelieurea ('V-245601) 

E 0 E T --- ... - ... 

-2



DECLASSIFIED 

Authority A.J Jj) 13..)tJ (~ 
~ 6i/IC OJ 

To ss1at in intaini 
4too 111~ed ~. to t 0 18Cith, hile the 
e~ag.4 with the 19th.)1:4~. just west or 

t 



'. 

WiG 10 

h 

70 on ~h t It, 
and ~t 1 ,too or B 



On th at " ant lnto ,po. tion at 
Gause th. itua 1 n _ em1-etab11ized. 
A 00. was V down fro B berv111er 

LT·· oms r 1 ot to 0 00. in ~h lOth seotor. Th 
7th and 15th Int- $~s. 0 th. )~d DIy sian ved quiet17 into th 

velieuo$-Bruye ss eeotor· 1n prepara:t1on tor:'· push on the 21 t. 

he new·Qttensl'Te went well t~ the art. Th&·)rd and 7th Inf. 
Regt,s.. Illet only moderate Hsiutance in a.1al.ns the high "rQund b t, eon 
Brove11eur s _ad Brl.l1ereS (W'V-24;'S). The 119th dvanced 1nt 
Drovelleu~s from th south with BOo. in support while C Co_, in 
support or the 180th,made lessspeotacular gains 1n pu hin almos 
"to la Mortagn 1"'lVer (WV....2426)1). . 

The following day.B 00. fIrst plato~n att pted to reach t e 
river to the north of &i'ovelleur~a mee'ting very he vy re 1· e .t 
se1zd the ground. O'9'e loki th river t -2546 El. . 

c 00 pany lost hr e tanks due to mines $.as't or Fr 11'ontaln an,/ 
made only light ains. At 06)0 the next mo1"n1ng, October 2Jrd. the 
rlrst platoon was in position overlooking tho river ( ~064) anu tired 
to oover the intantry 1n th lr crossing. One tank struck a. nUne wh n 
attempting to move dt>W11 along -'the raUroad tt-aQk to take a host11 
100 pos!tlon under :rire.· . , 

The t1 at platoon ot B Co. J having ~ to the north,' advanoed 
wit G Co" 179tl1 to the oro$ar~ads at 2,2635 and cleared the lUll 
to 'the west. 'rhe eco d p~atoon advuoed ",owa1'd o:t"tagne (WV....260 40)
and intliot oOlls1derabl damage Gn enemy v hio os n, intant~y; h 
third pls:toon assist d the thl d Bn. i e pturing ut u M lieu· nd 
appro t ly 5 p eo e B. 

Co. flr. nd tll1~· p1 tooDa O~QS do h 1ver on t 24th an 
set up de! naiv po Itlons aJ.ong thero d fro 251657 t250.·' 50 hil 
to the ,B ompany made, ubs1;antial a vane at th tblr pla1ioon
assisting in th oaptur of H 11 5J.3 ( -2736,0) an 1 tell' ou\ting 
th ro . t luV-27766') • 

. n th 2 t 1 11. .. e.g Innt 1 t otio in upport of the 57th 
R gt ng a hr t troI:1 Au y to ard Rouss ra ( ...2406; ) • Early
in the morn1 on seetlonot the first lat on went into position 
at \"'iV-231665 to p1 e dire t tire on .~ ullluam FO);ltaln (. -2) 662~ and 
the S oond ctlon took po ltlona on teA trey-Hous$sra road 
(WV-233675) to fir in 0 th oods b bind llousser s. In the a tern on 
01' that. d '1' 'l;b:e irst platoon mev-ad up ju t southoi' ~~uilluame Fonte ine 
tu bring re t r vol ot fir on the woo a Rst 0 ~u era. 

./
'-On tank f the 2nd platoon struck a e hile in support ot 

the J Bn adv no1ng a~ ng. h . utreY-Eou S :r s road. 0 t nks he 
moved oross-.country to the NE estroylng.3 . nests and on& mortar 
posi~10 ; atter t1ng At fir , theybecam mired dQwn at tV-246678. 
Tho third plat on rein d in ·its indir ct firing positions until 1500 
hen it support it ad·· 0 Pflnie • l57'th. 1 an attao 0 enemy posit or) 

of Ho sse· 8 ( -250670 to 25 67). ' 
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The scone! platoon"ot- B ~ moved: through tl1.e 00 to -26 659
 
hile th~ 1 at pl oon was topped br difficult ter~aln t 275656. In
 

the 180th sector, (7 Co. alBO 1'l1fide v y short e.dvance,s.
 

Aft~r a stay ot ost Q month ,the batt 1 on C. • left ir~cour 
and moved to st.. HlU9n8 (WV..~9566o.l~ 

, . 
B Co. (J'ontinufid to push t.hro heavy wpods with the 179th on 

Ootober 26th. A't 271664. the 1ih1rd pl 'Coon t1. s e out .lOOenemy' 
lIlt' ntrymon." killed 0111, and took .. nwub ~ 0 ,others PJtlson.er. As 
one tank ot the ill 0 nd pla:too t e1nt 'he tre,lJ.at WV..26966J it v 
was hit by A.P f1re and bu.r ed h1ch blocked the, tr 11 tor som tim r 

.:- 
until the burned tank oo\Ud be d~ag ed ott 'fihe tr'11" ' 

he assault gun platoon'move into new pc 1tlons t Autrey nd 
C Co •• with. one platoon in d1reot flr1ng, saw 11tt1& aot101h OnG 
platoon '! Ii. Co. was still bogged down and the()theJ:~8 we~e in at 81 

sitions. ' 

On 'the 21th, the third p~atoon Of 00. made an attack ov r oor 
terrain from 26;087 to 276693 where they w.r~ s~oppe4 by a 1ne« road 
bl&ok and enemy fire., Atter t e road- blook ft- cle~re th tanks 1 e 
able t advance un~il darkness#halt d ham,at 28369$. 

, B Co, a.s engaged in mopping u,p op r tiona net>.r274664- Attar the 
bUlned tank had be~n r~oved, the second platoon we t to Hill 504. 

, In t e nex two days A Co advanoe ' steadIly north to eut the main 
roa from Jea eni1 to La Salle (\VV-32;695) and-the secondary road om 
Jennmenil to th road junction at JVV-29?0,5. Bath 1"0 ds were 
phy 10 1y s ver d and rQ d block ere establish d. On A Co P 
right. the thlr pla.toon of o. it the 2n Bn, 179t11. 'dvan 
over ro h oUhtry to,approz1 ly-)046ea. h ls't n 2 oons 
war in ~mpany res rve. 

he an. C.P. was moved to Hou seras ( -23 6 6) nd on the 30th, 
o 00- assisted th 1 Ota Regt. in t~ing st. Benoit ( -26073'). ~h6 
~1r t platoon attao ad at 07'0 trom the Vioinity ot th secondary ro d 

41at 263718 Ith th Jrd h$ stsoon platoon ttac d trom Fraipertius
( -240701) 1n poa1tl0 Qn th outh dge of st. Benoit beto 
dark. 

On th right flank, ,Co. mad 1 anos whila 00. 1st all~ 
2n p1 toons ad nO d to thvlo1n1ty of V-2907l0. Th following d y the 
tanks advance som 2 km. to rd st. 7 ( -)25725) and established 
road block -t -}14695 ' nd ;17693. Th third pl too of A 00. los 
one tank du.e to a ne In adv lng along ~ the st. Benoit-, OIl L'Et 1'0 
roa - .. 

C Co.att oke up th a,ln 1'0 d from st. enoit and mad 011 a. ce 
of bo t 17 0 yards. At 1,3 we Bucce sfully rep&l1edn ene y oounter
attac • th man draw to a 01 se we w re ataadily approaoh! the 
reputedly at on~ r -' on Lt~tap ~ st 1~ lin • 
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3 Inola. 
Inol. 1 - 8-3 Journal tor th~ Month ot o~obe~ 1944. 
Incl.
Incl. J 

2- Casualtles tor onth or Ootober 194~.'
Lessons Learned. . -





2. 
10 ina 

k t. 
to 

t ot 

alOl1£ 'tra Is, we have found 
tanks work best.. he lI1od1tml 

h t allk 'to take oar t 

:3.. In woode te ra1n, w 19h1il 
hat a ''team ot one m6' 1 and two ligh"t

follows th trail with a 1 A tank 0 
bazoQk en'. 

\ 

'\ 
" 

.\ 
5. Whea fighting in wo04s, it is advisable to at . sot ot the ..:-

fuz .. s on doJ.ay be:f'or loading the 75mm :un1tlQn in the t nk.· This ./\
nabla 1Q d rs to load fast r st targ t e 11 tot: tuz 91 ''1. 

should be OV d hen ghting in 
nd orad,le as well 8,$ $udang ring th 
to sw ng a ound., 

lO. The most e tC1ct1ve unit! n i d n 00 s 1 APO ith a e 
detonating tuze or H.Ell with t e 5 t on de).ay. U >tU"qu:1 H.. 1s 
.....~"'i:;:·~, ...:rous 't US. 
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