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DECLASSIFIED

Authority 735017

HE.DQUARTERS
FORTY FIFTS INE.NTRY DIVISION
AP0 46, US LRUY

GENERaL ORDEKS 3 Maroch 1945
NULBER 69
aword of the leritorious Service Unit Plaque

Under the provisions of liar Department Circular Number 545, 1944, the
Meritorious Service Unit Plaque is awurded to the following-named organization.
Individuals assigned or attached to this unit are entitled to woar the lieritor-
ious Service Unit Insignia only so long as they remain assigned or attached:

SERVICE BaTTEKY, 158TH FIZLD LKTILLERY BoTLsLION, for superior performence
of difficult tasks fron 15 suzust 1944 to 31 January 1945 in Frances During this
period the Service Battery has naintained a constant flow of supplies to the other
units of the battalion despite the handicaps of distance, weather and terrain.
Froa the time of the landing on 15 sugust 1944 to the crossing of the liourthe
River, the repidity of movemont nocessitatod extreuely long trips for rations
and armunition with a resultant loss of tiue for tho upkeep of vehicles end rest
for the nen, yet the battery fulfilled its assignient with the maxirmun of effi-
cieney, working long hours to maintain vekicles in working order ond sacrificing
their own comfort and rest to insure tho prerpt delivery of supplics and repair
of equipment, During this tiie the aumwnition duips wore distant from the unit
so that trips of one hundred to threc hundred miles were frequently necessary,
but the battery maintained the required level of amammition at all timos in
eddition to furnishing vehicles for the shuttling of infantry. 48 the stiffen-
ing enemy resistence slowed the advence, it was necessary to use several officers
in other capacities; howover, the enlisted ivn responded to their additional
rosponsibility with a cheorful enthusiasii which assured the continued officient
porforinnee of their dutics. The battery has achieved a hiph standard of disci-
plino ond military courtosy. s displeyod by tho appoerance of the installations
and tho stato of the oquipment, and tho onthusiastic oxvcution of orders under
tho nost trying of conditions, the battery has eoxhibited an efficiency of per-
forinonce which roflects ecrodit uwpon its officors und on.
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