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, Under t'he provisions'of Section ff, Cl.rcu1ar Nunrber 333r tl|rar Departnent, .

1943, the following-naned'brganizations are citeil for outstandlng perfornance.
of duty 1n action, ffid arc a"lrarded citation streamers therefor. Indivlduals
assigned or attacbed to these units are entitled to wear the Distlngulshed
Unit Badge to J.dentify such eitatlon:

THE eND BATTALIoN (nBrUrOnCED), 3OI',H ITTFAI,TTRY RltGIlvEM, is ci-ted for out-
standing perfornanse of duty ln aetlon during tho period I August \glri to 12
August I9l+3, When a detennined. eneny rvas suecessfull-y wlthstandJ.ng the attack
of an Anerican Army, the 2}iD B^ATTALION (ngft'f'OnCED) made an arnphiblous landlng
nea,r $an Agata, Sicily, eight niles behind the Gernan J.i.:res. fhis battblion
forced. a breacli in thL'"neiy posltions, infllcted heavy casualties upon him in
nen and, naterlalo and advanced the Anerlcan positions ten rdIes. !-orby-eighL
hours 1ater, without rest or rror.*al- preparetionr- t+re--3iD BATIAIJ0N, uaie a s€c-
ond -anpfiibfoirs landing, this tirne fifteen mlles behlnd the German llnes, Ln
order to selze Mount Creole, a doninating terrain feature betleen the Naso and
Brolo R:[vers. In the face of nrurderous flre fron all types of weapons, and
tanks, the battalion, without supporting artil-lery, doggedly fought lts way up
the precipltous heights. of its objectlve. The soldiers of this organization
maintalned their capbuied posltions for nlneteen and one-half houri:, despi-t,ei'
constant shelling and repeated counterattacks, until the balancs. of the divis-
ton'drovq througil flfteen n:iles of eneny territory to their reHef . In sei-z-
ing Mourt Creole, ths 2I[D BATTALION lnflicted and suffered heavy losses in roen
and natetrialr, but foreed, th'e eneny to withdraw fifteen miles. and denied hlrr
the use pf'a Lateral supply Jlire to his ln1and positions'. The action of the
zND BATTALI0N was marked by gallantry, fearlesstress and profound d.evotion:to
d,uty in'the suocessful aocotopllstuient of t,wo vital nlssions. 

.

THE zND,BATTALION, 15?Tll ml'alltRY ffiGIUEI{T, is cited for outstancling por-'
fornancej of duty, in aqtion, durlng the,perlod_ *tx Fobrua+;r to ++r, February 1944r
at *+4 f}t'r ltaly, Appioxinatgly twe and on€phe,lf 'hours after this battalion
had cbmpleted ttle, relief cf American and. British uhits ln a strateglc sector
at **# *x*, t,he fulI force of an all-out.Germqn offenslve vras launched against
it, Attacks followed unrelentingly forr eight dags, and although the- 2t{D B.AT?AI-
ION euffered ovErwbeln*i'n$' lossesr. the r:nit held' together'and yielded l-ess' than
11000 yardg .pf grorrnfl'during thc. entire action',; ' Wdve after wave of fresh
enerry troops.yrere tbrowrC agalirst the position;tn repeated attempts to breach
lils **+"defenses, 'Itl'alt, a total of four to six Gernan Infantry battalions
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iGest.traclLtLont:og tnu Arny of the Unl-bBdrstates'.

were enployed against'the sector, and.9.91 assault was preceled'.bf e*lrenely 
-

haariryrlarbtlleryconcgntratl'ohs..'nePga!?<}lyengliJrtanks.penetratedihe.{orwarrl-
;;; on on. giank,.o;-.tG 

"tt;;, isllating-g4ar'r elenents of thE batta'1lon and

dtsruftlng 'latbrel qournuni.cations. t To cointer nlghtly lnf tltryttons by Gerraan

p"i"of*n.iqsbttc;tly the full str6.ngth-o{ tfre.unii was iequired ln the'front," ""
lines. te engage iili.io* t*a-to-[and-,coybat .with the eneny, At:one tt'he :

Sertran'rrhbhlae g1urs,were se& nrp.yltfrip fbrby ya1ds'of: the'battallon aonurend '

;#;, Gaiadpimtn*e; qotg,.idqid-"*t-:ltnaxed reheq !h9 courageousr defenders

i".iiJa iJ" e$ilt;+h*u lon rhe ;very-cf* ry9 bluff-s-wlrlch nesbers of 'the .''

;;fr;ii;'o#..6ica as the enery ol.osla lir 9n ihe positlT.. ' 'L*sses "fnf1teted
on.the eneqy rcere known to be consid'erably in excess of the AID BAfTA[I0Nrs

totpl i.nlttal", "t"**,giti 
loor tte last nighl, vrhi1e a Brltlsh unlt was attenpting

*ii"f="i iUA U'ditallon, the seclor was cornpletely surroundel PI utt enentr' '

;#;Gp*nt, U6i"tlr"-a,,lifti*a,buiqafton'fpuiht lts way or{ of the enciroLerent'

tiir",rgii:.*J.tir""irrg,-;"o"qlffu" frora Cerrnan"mactrine g:r:ns .and'-autoinatie $eapo,l1s'

"r,a 
rriaro ne'an'y'l&tiiir;"y gge.. Tho eo*i1ua9-jo:^ ''1$I9P1$1!J displaved Fv "'

offieers.,arrd. ueti of, the ANg tsATTAtI0N, 157Ji{',IIFANTRY nE0fniEMr,ref'lect the''

.t--;A;'M. GnUSlIrlIElir-- .

Major,General, G, S,..0rj 'i;
Chief of.'St+ff ;
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M:. F. GBANT t* ' Colene3-r, ,L,L G ' D. 1

i AdJ.utant. General.
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HEADQUARTERS FORT DIVISION
Office of the General

TO THE HIGH POINT MEN OF THE 45TH DIVISION

It is difficult to leave an organization after living and working

in it as long as you have. It is even more difficult for those of us

rvho romain to express our emotions at your Leaving.

Through your efforts and by your unseLfish devotion to duty as

menbers of the 45th Division, Vou have brought this division to the

glorious oulmination of the first stage of its 6is5ier1-1/-S Day.

Now, it is the mission of this great battle-wise division to carry

on in the war against the Japs. Your individual contributlon has

beerirecognized by our government and now you will be relieved of

further combat duty.

The friendship, the loyalties and the deep sympathy urhich aombat
Itsoldiers feel tourard each other will not die with your departure.

The 45th Division will always be the richer for having had you

among its gallant men. I know I speak for every member:of this
command urhen I wish you good luck and extend to you a sincere salute
from your division.

t/* 7)ra.,x
ROBERT T.FREDERICK

MaJor Genefal, u.s.Ar{iy
Commanding



I$ SiEMORY .0!' 45T{I YESS

[he war tn EurgPe- is ov€T*----- Ylctory 4as been attained---Htt1er,
eirys-oline4 Goebbelb bave been eradi.cated.o- These mastere, parentsof this crinne in which thousands of courageous young men gallantly
garre their li.ves. Foo11sh1y?*--- No, not foolibrrlyi. . . nor un-
*.ecge?prllyr-----but wil1ing1y, for God, home and -country-------
that these crlminals be brought to Justiee and th$s worlh be laaclea safer and. better plaee to llveo

-rcaving fan11y and. home with oae thougbt ln nind.,...To end itand return home to their loveil ones---------" eountless nr"mbersnever ltved to see the end. They died as heroes and wilL never
9e forgotten, b those who ate, blep and fougb.t beside them,&lay the trord. ln $ssysn above have S{Lrcy on f[s1y eoulso th; for-gottenr man is the one who saw the flnish ancl hae but one visisn,
eoastantl"y_before his eyesn The lad. who lnltially wad.ed in on theshores 9{ sfeilyl ellnbbd the slopes of hSloody Hidge", took potshotsat the fleeing Ge:mans as they crossed. the strlits 6f dlessina-. thanparsued these ehild.red of lazLsm through $alerno, and. Yenafro, sweated.thep out on tb,e Anzio Beacb,head and. pusheA on to'free the Holli City of
Rome.

$o pausirlg----0award. to
toward" the Siegfriecl Lrine.
lt, crosslng the Rhine aad
fe1l, one by one, brit so dld

franeer up the Rhone Yalley, speeding
A tougb. nut to crack, but they craeked.
pouring into the fatherland.. Ihey
these I''lazi stronghoLds as well as the

ev11-miad.ed, Sazi d.efend.ers " 4g_o"bgf*{_9_I*glgr_ Surnburg, Wurzburg, ete---
roseing the beautiful SLue Danube, liberetlng Dachau, perhaps the

blood.ieet of alL llazL Homor Canps for the peieecution ot innocentpeople who outward.ly opposed the po1tcies of the r,lazl pol,itlcal
soverg.igns. Ihcn same to trfu11g5, mother of rtler I\rehrerr and. hj_sl{azi Party. thls was the end.r--- i ;

Ee had seen it al-L and happily making preparations for our returntlrp lqone:,.. ... r r..Countj.ng potntso....gettrng addresses, trying topFn for the_ future. Then-ci.ne the redEploynlnt prograrn
"The FortyJ'tftb. is going houen the nei wiro had-eeEn tt aL1 woulil
be transferred. out of the $ivlsion into another outfit to awaittransportation baek to the [Good 0]-d U/S3........]lew reorui-ts wouLd.filL the vaeancies, proudLy d.on the rTbund.erbird." , and attenpt to carqf
on in the sane glorlous maner as their predecessois, 'rhose heores
who bad Ltved through it aL1 I'trangferred. ou.t to another untt " . . . . .f,rize -wlnni.ng tEoroughbred,s who had run their Last raee r ro Jonger
neoiled, east astde; o1lt tn the fieldsr oB thelr ogtn....,...,......
, r, t, r rAl.ive and stlll- as proud. and brave as evcr

---bUt IOfgOt u-e&t ,..,.... r r......... o !.. e

"'Ihe I'orgotten Mentr
Vetarane of the SortylFifth llvision

Forld WarII


