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Most Seoret, IFully conour with Comairsopac 310402, CACIUS
not only a base of major value t0 netion holding but is first
foot of ground teaken from an enemy Who has some ocause to 6oR~

. slder his armies invinoible, The strength of his foroes im

01 1315

01 1256

and enroute to the area plus additioma) availgle forces in-
dicated as being prepared to move im and the felatively short
line of communications leave no doudt of an all out offensive.
Repeated and somstimes suoocessful attempts to land infiitre-
tion or advance troops olesrly indicate CACTUZ as a major
reliminary objeotive, It i» considered opinijon that at

is time the retention of CACTUF ismore vital to the prosesu-
tion of the war in the Pacifio than any other ocmmitment.
CACTUS oannot be held unless strong air foroes of types of
plenes reruested in reference and in other dispatches of
like import plus inshore patrol foross reviously requested be

promntly supplied. Comgensopac and Comtaskfor 62 have by
hand,

COMINGH o CINGPAS info COMSOPAC,

Handle this with the greatest seorsoy. At this distence it
is diffioult to understand how enemy operations suoch as are

reported in Gcs-og;n let Mardiv 310200 and the destroyer scomdard.

ment in his 2

5 oan approach and prooeed relatively un-
molesated,

COMSOPAC ¢ CINCPAC CTP 7 .

Operations 3eptember 1lst, &Wgﬁ_. Enery
force eatimted at least 2 crulseras ook by 8BD-
2 miles Weat TAIVO Point GUADALCANAL 0050(-11) 3lst.

1 oruiser JINTSU oclass. Planse attaoked 1 near mise on

oruiser, 10 3BDs took off but lost cont.ctﬂ:]rn ships
dispersed. 3 F4 planes falled to return from patrol went

N . i O

in response air rald alarm GUADALCANAL 2let, T[letcher states

SARATOGA able to make 14 knots but dammge makes it neoe ssary
return her PEARL, Leaving large part of her plunes here for
carrier repla osment., I YPs arrived OUADALACAEAL.




Bl oon)

01 1237

01 2331

02 0300

‘be made availanle CACTU" prior late September and will be

Pihh

Comamphorsopao fully supports the opinions ressed bdy
Comairsopmo in his 31058;0 and rcoo-nndazhn sir sup-
he desires be provided., Pare. While slways in fever of

the move %o GI 1t may be remsmbered that I warned thes
such a MOVe to be permanently sucsessful would entall ooa-
tinuous ltlamn by strong Naval and air foroes. Pare. Here
in the 30 RS we now have an unsinkable alroreft ocarrier
whioh I believe may finmally be multiplied into sn invinoidle
fleat adequate for a deoisive move, Wt this will require
patience, and the determined 3upport by forees of a strength
and charaoter whioh you do not now have under your control.
Para, The enemnv is now ered by hie adventures in the
ALEUTIANS and Zagtemn NE¥ C IREA, I believe that the im-
mediate oonsolidation end extension of our CACTUR position
is now possible and advisable, and 1s a golden military
opportunity that ought not bde nissed,

b
SINCPAC $0 COMINGH Info COMSOPAC, COMAIRSOPAC, CTY 63 COMD,

Comairsopmo 310402 (Mmgm 010305 all airoraft that cen be
spared from ENTRRPRISRE TOCOA neing trensferred Comsopag 1
for use present campaiem. Hmployment carrier airoraft and
pilots from ahore bases necessary beoeuse of laock suitabdle [ |
Amy type planes for GUADALOANAL fighting but suoh use oar-
rier pilots moet uneconomic frem military vlwggint and our
present shortage trained oarrter air ups, onsure susg- 1
ce88 present ocampaign steady flow to 20 of sultable Ammy ;
alroraft with trained pilots must be instituted ot onoe.
Eonsider P-38 A-24 B-25 3.26 sultable present ty?u. ¥y
252241 end my serisl 0164W of July 17, '42, let's give

CACTUS. the wherewithall to live up to its name. Jomething [
for the Japs to remember forever.

COMSOPAC

Handle as most seoret. Cominoh 271320 (in 3 parts) refers .
me tO you for emergency assistance my air effort. Situstion
CACTUS 1is most difficult and beooming oritical du» heavy sad |
freouent air attacke to meet which do not have fighters ia .
sufficient numbers or adsquate performsnce. P-400 seat
CACTUS from PUPPY exhausted, Replacements en ¢ canhot

*

P-39 type. Can you semd me amall force of P-38 fighters with "
pilots and few key mechaniocal personnel, I oan provide uﬂnn-

1

vortation,




gnomar ; -
Saptember (GCT)

02 0400

. 01 2313

03 1231

COMSOPAC

Your 271320 in 3 parts, In so far as 1 oan determine I

have no information as to tyres of airoraft emabarked in ves-
8els enroute SUMAC., Yor have I hsen a>le %o interpret the
instruotions to Harmon such as to give me suthority to divert
airoraft in shipe for use this area. What I have urged and
Harmon hes likewise urged 1s that I be reenforoed with sir-
oraft {partioularly fighters) of suitable types for effective
uase in present operations, I am asking MaocArthur for such
P-38's as he oan spare from his presens operetions. 1 again
urge that my requests and requeets of Harmon bs wiven favora.le
and prompt oonsideration for the reasons previously given that
other types of fighters not effeotive as evidenced that out

of 1, P-400's sent'to UACTUS only 2 remained effeoctive yoster-
day. 1In present operation we must have Planes suitable to
effectively oombat the enemy and P-39 seriae is not sffective
agalnst his high altitude operations, Authority for diversion
of SMAC bombers in transit by air is fully understood end

has been and will continue to be applied with the most oare-
ful oonsideration requirements Sopao and Sowespao.

C.G. CACTUS $o CTF 62, Info COMIOPAC,

To OTF 62 Info Comsopao from CACTUS, My 202013 agd Comsopao
201132, Aopears enemy is building up striking roree by con-
tinucus smell landings during darkness, Due to Aifficult ter-
rain areas are beyond range of land o reations exoept at ex-
pense of weakening defense of airfield, We do not have a
balanced foroe and it is {mperstive that following moasures be
taken: Afirm, Base planes hers oapable of search beyond
steaming range during darkness, Baker. Provide face oraft
DD'a or motor. torpedo boats for night patrolling. Cast, Pro-
vide striking foree for active defenss by trensferring 7th
Marinee to CACTUS, 1If not prevented by surface oreft sanemy

can continue night landings beyond our rengs of action and
build up largze force,

COMS0

Handle as most seoret, ggorttions 3rd, D 17 on patrol made
1 500 pound bomd hit on or AV lat 7.16 South Long 136-

J
Bast 1100 2nd. Ship stopped, Mire forward, lar oll sli

PEY on patrol got near miss on DD sidly esoo 33 at
2-4L0 So?xth 160-18 Rast 1100 L (-\uyu As 03500 Lrt-ﬁ) and

several hostile planes bombed GUADAIGAMAL. 1 killed 1 wownded.
No materiel damage., At 1 L {+11) 2n4 18 twin engined bomd-
destroyel a1so some dvens ans ammisiien b pounded. ‘w””
estroyed also some Av ition, Planes
deba-borchnronfuu.thll Br. All .
planes returaesd, lsary '?n to NacArthur, 'Aftermoom 3¢
TF 18 arrived MRMRA, LLIAM YARD BURROWS unloaded and
floated off SYLVIA reef after being agrousd for ) days,

864
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03 0736

04 1116

PINK

acyp
GOMSOPAC to OTF 27 Info CTE, 1. 18.63,.62, CINCPAC,

While Taskforoe 18 is engaged in replenishment and pendiag
reorganization on oarrier task forces the direotive eenl
oarrier task foroes in Mydis 271026 of August is modiri

as follows: Task foroe 17 operate generally south of lat-
itude 12 degrees. Avoid remaining in same losality to
prevent oconcentration of eneny submarines nenlnct you, De-
stroy promising targets whenever looated, ‘our freedoa of
movement as may bs required by the pressmce of ensmy oub-

marines or other is not limited by any general r-otrietioas1
herein given,

wcmom c 2 CINCPAC, COMCOWESPACWOR,

Operations Lth, At 0200 L (-11) 3rd ) hostil. SS shelled
GUADALCANAL, No demage. No casualties, Our lanes Ird
straffed several boats ana Jarges on and near beaches south-

e:;t TAITU Point, BURROWS departed GUADALCANAL 1645 L (-11)
Lth,

04 0300 COMSOPAC teo GINCPAC,

Your 032013 for your informastion I vlan to put the 7th
Marines into QU ANAL probably Southsast TAIVU Point as
soon as nlans and arrangemente can Se made, Desire Hut
emall force on THRVANION Island Doseibly from e bdattalion
of Army troops to permit Preliminary work on air field that

station and as to enemy action against AVP opera-

ting planes from “A Ray SANTA CRUZ, Comnsopas to
Cinopac,
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Santember (GCT)

04 0610

05 1156

CMATHIIICUS S0PAC to SOTRANSDIV 2 Tnfo COMINGH, CTNOPAC
COMSOPAG,

b]

Ultra secret from Comgenforsonac those not addressed stop
decoding. Beeinning about 13 September under my command
your unit nlus embarked troops nlus raider battalion in

APDs plus anproximately one third of 5th Defernse Battalion
will hold 2 battle rehearsals of landing on beach GREEN
ggzalnst onnosition for establishment of strong sunporting
nosition., Troops will be commnanded by a general officer to
be named later. DPara, Prepare detailed troop and material
landing and tactical vnlans suitable for rehearsals generally
gimilar to CACTUS landing my OnPlan Afirm 3 Annex Dog ex-
cept assume beachhead will be established by Raider Bat-
talion during darkness, Provose withdraw surface vessels

at tne of 14 hours therefore plan must be carefully drawn

to ensure landing only essential nersonnel and material and
ranid unloading at beach, Para, Following noints are
emphasized Afirm country is jungle with many streams,

Hotor vehicles must be few, Amphibian tractors and rubber
boats will be required., Baier Engineering equipment largely
hand opsrated, As many machetes shovels axes brush hooks
intrenching tools as possible »lus wire and stakes. Sand-
bags in bundles of 100. Camouflage nets, ILar:e Supnly
radlo batteries all tynes. Paulins and flys for nrotect-
ing stores. Nil tents except shelter hanves and few hos~
nitals. Water filtration nlants but nil distilling appara-
tus. Cast. Carefully balanced stores for 30 days, Rations
30 days class baker 10 days cast or king and 5 days dog,
Gasoline kerosene in tins MeCAWLNY will iand fuel in drums.
Dog. 3 units of rire but maximum amounte grenades canister
demolitions charges and land mines, Para, You will be able
to land some excess vehicles prior to rehearsal to clear
8ccess to cargo, Para., VYou are aware of errors we made

at CACTUT and RING3CLT, Avoicd them in this operation,
COSGODAC to COMTITSH, COHTGJEST?AGFOR, CIIICDAC Cw 11, 17,
18, 62, 63, CLIcoTyaroan.

Handle as most secret. bperations 5th. 13 hoats southeast
coast 14301 Island and 30 landing craft southwest coast

VAT TGRGE Island were discovered oy CGUADLTCANAL air patrol
3rd, were bomhed strafec, most were left sunk or surning,

At 0200 T (~11) 5th 5 hostile LD's shelled MTADALCANAL, sank
LITTLY and GREGOTY, vasualties not vet known selieved
heavy,
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05 2006

06 1146

. Straffed boa

‘plane wh!.eh vl

U " InthoqvnitatMﬁmyMnc
in Hawa. Frontier Task Foroe 1. '!h avail-
able screéen will probably Be ordered !mhly
to repel the attaolk. . Saxismm .vummme

baged alroraft will Se.furnished. Ourrent pllnn fa'

your operations Qnd tu&m::s miat ba based on this oom-
tlngenoy. .

OV A SKF

Pe&rls ",

CUMNING, WILSOK.  Sosmetor Orulssre Task Force 13 on
mmunggf.rs.- '!'h“ ahip with MACDONOUON PARRACUT Wl.
GRAYBON h.m?u provisioned to. ,ohpaoity m awpiting your
orders. ol aveile 10. lhipa femaining Ln area have
sencugh fuel to seach. Netessary this fopee
fuel prior domgun ‘or mﬂt& to Mrl. .ry
remainder aviation materisl BEEACHER, SARATOOA still

six officers including f£14 ﬂt "“’8% and 86 men to trens-
fer to hier aquadrons at.. An forwarding
via airmall report as mqg:ntnd your. 050600

repairs bg:,ng sffected, -

brobably 5 or 4 days, Expesct to make 15 knots enreu

Pearl. No deaths snd only few slight injuriss as ﬂn&t
of torpedoing. _

Arrived mom., Pollowing ships to a0COMpan m :
NEW ORLEANS, ASLAMS, Y, ¥

COMBOPA

St e 2 B2 Sk
se ene ] son
results n:w tlvo. Igoﬁf Loi’!‘! 286 enll :

and Ln"rr.! report _foree whioh nn): ton
?ow reported ot :unt m mh,u- o,, DD, ‘ :
rom

each ocarryl: wh;;?"m m )

‘lum 2“2‘ rgnzg. 10w 0 Rl

ost during i : i
pass to hm\r?
5th.shot dm one
Iat 05-38 Foushy ¥

L

#
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11 advise )ater mn md{.dopu‘t ,
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SECRET

Beptemver (0CT)

06 1720

06 1950

07 0452

07 1150

COMINCH o Cinopao, CTF 8, apd other commapds copoerned,

The Joint Chieffs of Staff are addressing. Oreenslade pass to
Deiitt and furhish him copy of CTF 8 042027, MNost seoret.
The ocoupation of PRIIILOPF approved subjeoct to provision
last sentence Comtaskror & 042027, Modlfiocation of oocupa-
tlon of TANAGA as set forth in CTF 8 052130 almo anproved,

CTF 8 to CINCPAC

08t 3eoret., My 042027, Am in receipt of message rrom
FCKIWIR stating he hae orders from DeWitt to ogoupy PRI ULOFP
and will advise me when to supply escorts and length of time
they will be required, My present orders o2ligate all ay
surface foroes in FIREPLACE operations as stated in reference.
Deitt has never asked me whether or not looal naval foroes
are prepared to support PRIBILOFF move. When PRISILOFF
fighter strip is inetalled DeWitt apparently sxpeots ﬂdltin?
nlanes stationed there without again oonsulting me although
command Alasken air foroes. I am in effeot being ordered by
De¥itt to teke oertain aotion although in no way subject to

his command. Shall take no aotion nor reply to Buckner until
I heve your directive in premises.

comsopac to 018K, MacDO:IOUGH. and varioys others,

Handle as most seoret. A soreening and attack force
desisnated Task Force 64 is hersby established gompoaed

Anitielly as follows: Rear Admiral Wright in MIMMTAPOLIS

Task Force Commander with BOISE HNZS LRANDRR DEIDIV 22 FARTA-
GUT and MaoDONOUGH, Task Forve 64 assigned temporarily to
Comtaskfor 62 for operational oontrol, units now at SLEAZTSR
to act ms esoort for trensport movement from SLEACHER to
WTTON as direoted by Comtaskfor 62, ROISE and LEANDER will
Join Task Force 64 at BUTTON, Comtaskforce 62 and LEANDER
have for aotion Comtaskfor 18 for Info,

!

CCLEOPAC tf CO%N%H: CINCPAC, COHSOEEQ:PAG.! Xa mnu.

OUperations 7th, Tandle as most secret. On 6th 2 PBYs at-
tacked serial 43 lat 05 south lomg 163-50 east getting hits
out no visisle demage, DB-17 attasked serial 4) on 6th at

latitude 07-30 south long 157-40 east. Many hits but Jap

escaped in rain squall. 11 S3Ds escorted by 6 fighters
bombed installations and buildings south side ¢I1Z0O hardor
6th, Serious damage caused, No ahixs or planes ssen, No
AA. Reoonnaissance shows 36 Jap landing boats were sunk
SAN JORGE Island and CAPE ESPERANCE in attaocke previously
reported. During 6th end 7th Task Foroe 17 attacked 3 enemy
SS'S. Results twice promising one negative,

868
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FAPY X
SECRET

September (GCT)

07 2305 CINCPAC to COM i2 Info COMINCH,

Most Seoret. For Admiral Nimitz only., During 6th and 7th
TP 17 attacked 3 enemy subs visinity 13-20 south 162-40

east results 2 promising 1 negative, 11 3 with 6 VP at-
tacked inatallatione end uildings CIZ0 gausi serious
demage 2 S7D lost in storm failed to return, ships or
planes seen and no AA, 36 Jap landing hoats destroyed NY
coaat GUADALCANAL in previously reported attack, Para.

TF 6i, Rear Admiral Wright MINNRAPOLIY 901SR LRANDER Desdiv
22 FARRAOUT MaoDONOUGH getaslished aa soreening and attaok
force under Turner, Para. GOhormley reruests establishaent
advance supply base WHITE POPPY. Has moved Bowman and ataff
to POPFY and requests additional personnel for AUCKLAND,
SOUTH DAKOTA hit uncharted 35 foot pinnmcle' off entyence LAII
channel 5,5 milea beari 321 from MALINOA 1ight.

to fuel oil and reserve feed tanks estimated time in dry
doock for repairs 2 weeks, 3Jscause of possinle speed re-
duction to 20 knots Ghormlay recommends her oconing to PRAKL
which have approved, Para., 450 prisoners enroute LONG30W
in ZEILIN. CG CACTUS reports 600 casualties to date
requests early replacemsnt program. “ara, Sub reconnsis-
sance results NAURU positively ooccupied by Japs land planee
there, OCEAN negative, No shipping either place., Pare,
Theobald is unlosding 1200 tons dally at FIREPLACE oompletion
first phase about Segtcmber 13th. Urges CO ALASEA pus

fighter fleld projeot ATKA now for completion jth same
time . )

02 114¢€

CONMSOPAC TO COMINCH CTF 62,03,64,11,17,18 CIHCPAGACOB§Q?LSP&C

liandle as most secret, Operations Sth, In attack on G1z0
€th 2 5SBJ'S lost in storm on return trip, B-17 which
attacked serisl 43 6th had 1 engine and upper turret put
out of action but continued search on 3 ensines and strafed
Jap landing boats south end ISAREL Island, bnery 35 was
attacked by petrol plane 7th lat 07-12 south long 163-14 .
East with bombs end mg, 14 not dive but returned with

An. 1o damape, In view probable attack tonivht £th by

1 Jap CL 10 DDs, fuller and Bellatrix directred stop un-

loading GUADALCANAL proceed to eastward through Lengo
Channel,

. 869
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oo 1146

Emtieaa !th, Hmdh as most secret. oo {-lﬂ M'
T

I shelled by ) hostile. nurrau oraft,
Convoy 4 ok:n "'wm'

I bombed 1 (-nlm and agsin
114 Lnl 9th by 48 JDomder vhioh appmm |
drogped ‘Domba TABIMBOKO. li:ir nisges RS no , ide . !
ahips. Our: ¥'s and parstroops landed

AUADALGA¥AL daybredk 8th et ,mu .
some sklrmiahing Japs withdrew to ::A:Llht h:gmu
mé

amounts food smmunttion 4 78im gcuns 1 SV Euh cons
able radio equipment st least 2'7 desd Japansae, Vi
of TASI!BOKO was burned, Narine casualties g dud
wounded, -Planes supported operation thr
- and strafing en pesitiona, Our tropps r],m,.. hflﬂ
darkk. Estimute- t enemy had a reinforced Bttalion of

not less than 1080 in ares. Doamnhry evidence oap- |
tured not yet examined. :
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SECRET

8 be ¢} ¢
09 1016 COMSOPAC & 1

Handle as most seoret. This 1s part 1 of 2 part dispatoh,
OpPlan 3-42, Task Organiration of (A) Task Foroe 61 SoPec
striking foroe, Rear Admiral Noyes consists of Task foroo
17 and Task Force 18 (B) Task Foroe 62, SoPmo Amphibious
Foroe plus 5 M3's, Repeat of }Minron 1 Rear Admiral Turner
(C) Task Foroe 63, Alr Jcouting and attack foroe Rear
Admirel MoCain consists of SoPac area airoraft end tenders
(D) Tmsk Poroce 64, soreening and atteok foree Rear Admirsl
Wright as initially oons$ituted &n my 070452. Pare 1.
Enemy action and changes in the situation sinoe August 27
have necessitated regrouping of certain Task Forces and

& modificetion in the generel oonoept expressed in mydis
271026 of August, Sinoe our seizure of CACTUT - RINGROLT
the enemy has attaoked regularly by air and conduoted night
raids by surface foroces. On two ocoaaions approaches 1y
hostile transports have been turned baok. A hostile lapd-
ing attack in foroe has not developed sut remsins & strong
possibllity., Para 2. This force, by a combination of our
shore based airoraft, oarrier aircraft, surfece vessels and
defending troops, will (A} Defend and strengthen the CACTUS-
RINGOLT position and existin~ bases and (B Destroy g -
1sing enemy targets when they appear while remaining in
readiness to prevent a landing in foroe. Comgzensopac has
by hand, Isary pass to MaoArthur,

09 1018 This is part 2 of above,

This 1s part 2 of my 091016. Most Seoret. Para 3. Afira,
Sopac -striking foros operate generally south of latitude 12,
Destroy promising targets wharever located in order of prior-
ity carriers transports battleships cruisers destroyers ship-
ning. PFresdom of movement this foroe as mAay be required by
presence of enemy submarines and other vessels not limited

by general instruotions herein given. Raker. hibious

Foroe defend and strengthen CACTUS-RINGROLT positions and ]
expedite development of airfield CACTUC mop up adjacent

enemy outposts, orepare to occupy APRIGéT on further directive,
maintaln the fiow of supplies. Cast, Air Soouting and At.
tack Foroe continue search desisned for timely location of

the anproach of enemy in foroe, asain ocontrol of the air over
CACTUS-RING 0LT, destroy enemy rhips located. Dog. Soreen-
ing and attack force operate in support of other task foroes

88 directed but initially under operstional control of CTP 4
62. Para XRay, Task groups will be assigned to various
lforces for the acoamplishment of speeial rations as the
need ooours, In carrying out this plan whiod leaves mush to
the initiative of Task Foroe Commandsrs keep in mind that i
there is no quicker means to ultimate viotory thes the sink-
ing of enemy ships., Para 5., Comsmunications sccordanos Pas
70 and other special arrangement. All Taskforooms CACTUS

(Continued on next page) 811?




SECRET
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10 0255

10 1156

FIxM

GCT

COMSOPAC ‘CQnggngggl

and other newly established land foroes initially on Task-
forsoma frequenoy. This nlan cancels the ‘irectives con-

tained in my dis 271026 of August and my ais 030736 of
September and is effective on siecnal,

colr

“OPAC to CTF

A

Enemy information additional that given para 1 my Op ?lan
3-42 follows: Indioations of atrong landing fores sailing
from TRUK on 9th for CACTUS via WKA., Can arrive CACTU3
area by 12th, Ultra, 1 CV and several DDe only naval units
thus far assoclated this move, 7 XUV's and CV's exeluding
one damaged strongly indicated as in or close to THUE, some
possibly further south, Believe 4 availanle for task foroes.,
Other 3} ferrying, REKATA Say believed either in use as seld-
plane base or detachment there to service planes which nay
arrive during pending operations., Comairsopac paas to Cam-
gen CACTUS verbally by pilot first opportunity. Comgensopao
has by hand, '

COMSOPAC to COMINCH ipfo CINCPAC, COMOENSOPAC,

Handle as most seoret. Your 08237. Cituation SOLOMONS not
viewed as transitory. Antioipate intensive aip action for
months to ocome and movement of fighters from "nited States

to this area should be continuoue, 3uitability is relative,
Unqueetionably the high sltitude performance of P-38's and P-
48's make the more suitahle than any of the P-39 or P40
series, Will make maximum possible use Army fighters of
whatever type available this area, Of P-40 series she P-40L
with V1650- 1 engine consicered best, Although War Dert states
that the P-40 type is ooneldered as apparently suitable for
use against Jap types there are no P-4L0's this area or
enroute except a few P-,0 B-1 at BLUACMHEKR. Refer !larmons

despatch to shall of Sept 8 Jomairsopsc 310402 and ny
270226 Aug and 020400 Sept,

873




SECRAET

“September {(GCT)

11 0516

11 1320

COMBOPAC to. CINCPAC Info COMTINCH.

Handle as most secret, Situation as I view it todey ex-
tremely critical. Ultra information indicates enemy Naval
Military forces in superior strength in TRUXK 20LOMONS PLAU
area, Same source indicates powerful effort against CACTUS
area, Rain has reduced efficiency CACTUS field to point where
geveral planes crashed in take off, We hope hostile attack
will find us with dry field., Marston mats being moved to
CACTUS slowly. ' Bven with mats it may be necessary, Jjudging
from experience other fields, to rebuild field laying'a firm
base although information lacking this respect.. Turner en-
route CACTUS today for first hand information. Food situation
CACTUS not good, Our transportation problem increases stead-
ily as Japs perfect their bvlockade methods. Becoming increas-
ingly apparent that ships can remsin in area only during day-
light and then unloading frequently interrupted by air raids,
Sooner or later we are bound to lose some of our valuable

AK's on this duty, Due to operational and combat losses our
effective air strength CACTUS yesterday was 11 TLFL's 22 SBD's
3 PLOO's, Arrival plane reinforcements this area as we soe
it: 58 single engine Army fighters in TILERY and WHIPPLE -

20 pilot replacements, 12 Navy PBY5A's from central pacific

1f replaced from-U S but positive information lacking, 19
Marine I'4F4's and 19 Marine SED3's in HAMMONDSPORT, 21 Marine
FLFL's .and 12 Marine SED3's in COPAHER, . Difficulty landing
planes from ship.to.fleld but expect to find & way. Due
reductlion in our carrier strength their relative effectiveness
as a striking force has beén greatly reduced. Great free-
dom of action must be allowed Task Force Commanders in arder
to get better than an even exchange of losses, Due to this
lack of effective striking. ferce, threat of hostile attack in
great strength, and Jap infiltrations in unknown strength am
planning to employ 7th Marines to augnent strength CACTUZ, .
however this can be done in time ohly if hostile attack de~
layed beyond date now anticipated, Referring Cincpac 081736
relative having experienced amphibious troops ready to turn
over to MacARTHUR, it apnears at nresent time that only
regiment is 8th Marines which will be ready about 1 October.

COMSOPAC to- COMINCH, CTF 61,62,63,64 ,CINCPAC, COMBOWESPAC, Mach,

Uperations 1llth. Handle as most secret, PBY on patrol 10th
lat 05-30 south Long 162-52 east attacked serial L3. Some hits
but no apparent damage, At 0015 and again at 0130 L (-11) 10th
hostile DD shelled TULAGI harbor. Hit and destroyed YP previous-
ly damaged, OCur SBD's bombed sceened village vicinity VISAIE
GUADALCANAL believed occupied by Japs. At 1225 L {-11) 10th

27 twin engin bombers dropped bombs on position GUADALCANAL,

11 killed 14 wounded. Attdcked by FL¥L's, 4 bombers shot
down, Our losses 1 fighter missing 1 badly damaged, 24 FLFL
to fly SANTO to GUADALCANAL today 1lth patrol plane 1053 1L
(-11) 11th after reporting 1 DD and 1 AK lat 02-05 south long

(Continued on next page) 814
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September (GOT)

11 1320

09 2300

11 2130

COMSOPAC_({ Continued),

long 160-40 east in vieinity was attacked by enemy plane type
unknown and was apparently shot down, Presence enemy carrier
that vicinity e possibility, ' '

COMAMPHIFORSOPAC TO COMSOPAC INFO CINCPAC COMINCH

Treat as ultra secret to be decoded only by adee. Tie only
expeblenced amphibious troops in Sopac are those in Cactus
and 1t is impracticable to withdraw them para 7th regiment
left the oast coast in March and has since engaged in
establishing a garrison defense in straw. The last time 1t
recelved, Amphibious training was in August 1941 and presum-
ably 1t has received little field training in 3%praw. There-
fore 1t 1g not ready for amphibious combat. It can be made
ready for a comparatively simple landing such as Taivu Point
in 1 week, and can probably be placed in a reasonable state
of effectiveness to face real opposition in.abeout 1 months
uninterrupted amphibious and fleld training. The 7th regiment
has no amphibious tractors and no antiaircraft elements para
Cresent City Hayes Adams Jackson Alchiba now carrying this
regiment probably require consideérable reloading of cargo to
meet combat conditions. Alchiba should have services of
Whitney to- repalr generator for about 1 week, Otherwise
vessels are available para while not. required by your 082140
I respectfully invite attention to the present insecure posi-
tion of CGactus and Ringbolt.. Adequate alr and naval strength
have not been made available to ensure their security, and

in the absence of these forces much greater dependence rmust
be placed on troop defense. Vandergrift consistently has
urged he he reenforced at once by at least 1 more regiment

a8 ‘essentlal to clearing enemy out of north Guadalcanal and

I concur. 1In addition it is.essential that we occupy Ndeni
a3 soon ag possible and establish numerous outposts in other
positions 1f we are to have a reasonable expectation of
bringing the southedst Solomons under a firm control which

.1s the prerequisite for any successful offensive against the

enemy in the Rabaul=-Bougainville region either from here or
Australia.  This will require rore troops that we have or
have in prospect. - : C ' '

GPF-8 TO CTNCPAC

lost secret. Combtaskfor 8 reports progress of Pireplace,

3 transportg 1 cargo vezsel and 15 barges unloaded. 2 more
cargo vessels will be unloaded in about 2 days. This will
comnlete nhase 1 and task 1° of project. -4th transport de-
parting Kodlak for Pireplace about 12 September. 2nd cOnvoy
barges lef't Chernofski on 10th, DMNext ship convoy lsaves
Chernofski 17th for fireplsce with 1 transport scheduled

for cavern. Army has constructed flying fleld by draining
Sweeper Creek reports 9000 feet long and averaze width 500
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{Continued}

nard saul.  Jirst place B 17 pilot Colonel Turcckson landod
vesterday 10th reports field best in Alasla. P 38s bein::
ser:t flre plce today to base and operate from there., Pelleve
movenent 3t111 not known to eneny,

SIIGPA0 ©C COMINCH

YO UCLACPAC

1 view of Thor *levs
Zth Liarinssg 10 nece
@ done unde

’J C."
B

AR RTINTT [aa eSS A 1 T SvmT e nry o2 , VTR
COLAMPIC LG CCHEC0PAD TG 2TF 61 yro U3 JIaPLD Lf,;; G

vitra seerct.  From Comanphorsconac. Personal reconnalasurcs
2t A carail review of situation with Someen lst Fardiv
confiTms oninien exsresaed my 022300 : a2l lezgt 1 more

ren czsential bo defense Sactus row,  Vanlere “11”
and that contrel of north coamstal plain reavire
Glaperased cirons points with troops and cosstal anlal ey

on
artillery and adettonal dl¢fi€1hu, but snvily immeULer
threat shown your 100255 air confirmation by Oonav are of
opinien Rulkum should be reinforced at once para nrgantl:y
recommend 2 pproval my departure from utton Tor CﬂJtUﬂ
morning of lith local with lcCawley transdiv 2 7th Mar:
lagk oree 4 covered and supported by Tagk force &1

Yt Iarines w1l disewbark to esast of Tenaru Hiver.

Front will he CERILY para later de vlerrent will demend on
develourents,

g ) .—-xrl L ]
op nu C ,‘u PL

o3t secret, L (-11) 11tk
; orbed “uacalcg_ A & illea
22 owonnded, 1 Je4 T2 hadl- dapn-ed % homher:
1 zero shot down. Dilef raco are: =17 on
3 1ission overn 5 shiot dowvm

1300 1L (:13 1
513 attosved Glzo wi*b 2 300
T shraled 5 n} Fj"l’l:—lll
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ﬁggmgog [GCTI
13 0540 COYSOPAC to CTF 61. 62. 6}. é&. Info COMINCII, CINCPAZ.

14 0133

0hL44

Most Seoret, Exeoute reinforcement CACTU® proposad by
Comamphibsopac 120530 subject to following direot’.ves,
Close air ooverage of CACTUT area by CACTUT based planes,
Task foroe 61 supnort operation dy destroying threatening
hostile vessels with speoial attention hostile carriere,
Task Foroe 63 intensify search operatione with due regard
physiocal and material limitations, Task Foroe 64 under

operational ocontrol of Task Foroe 62. Comsonao C1”len 3-42 ,
remains in effeot.

CTF o CTF 61 1 COMSOPAC

Ref your msg to me via patrol plane renuesting info
Turners plan, Turner degnrted 0600 L {-11) today onday
to arrive 0500 L (-11) 16th off Tenaur Point CASTUS., Route
vie east and north MITTON south and west ~.! CLISTO UL
east and north CACIUS, Task Foroe 64 operates within 100
miles to westward trensmorts until rendezvous let 11-20
long 161-50 at 1600 L {(-11) 15th., !ils foroe will land
7th kMarines betwesn TENARU and blook 4 rivers CACTUS eom-
nleting opsration by 2000 L {-11) 16th, .Aocove from his
Uplan Al5-42 of 13 September, Alroraft on CACTUS will
provide close ooverage this force and at moment are suf-

ficient this purnose, You and I to support operation as
indioated Comsopao 130540,

COMSOPAC 10 COMINCH INFC CINGPAC OTF 61 UTF 17 BUARR

Following 's encipherment Comyen Cactus mallrram 03060
Actlon Comsopac info Comalrsopac and Comtaskfar 62,
"Yonur 300259 silnce installaticr 90mm antia'rcreft Jap
bombin~ orerations conducted Trom %24 te 27,000 fect,
P-400's service celling precludes thelr use Tep intera
teption 4t these altitudes. In f1-hter cortat at lower
altitudes they cannot turn with zeros due neavy wine
ioadin~, F4Fdi's able ficht or Intercent al*ituies up
to 30,000 feet., In combat wlith zeros hiepe thier have
proven equally mancuverable ant g »errior in ©ire nower,
Zeros arrlve here with heavy ras Jea! and sveld frld
throttle raneuvers, Thils factor lnorronses aprarent
superior performance of F4rq'a",

Vow
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14 1350

15 0039

-1and p¥En

Todays attaeicbelieved to indiaate heavy bop 1
 saYved for specidl aigston, : : . v b'"

‘land flelde x
inevitably: t4!

R Y

h..“'

QONSOPAC T CONTMGI: CINCHEC CouBgNRS:

erations l4th. XMandie &4 moat searet., Bgtah
‘l}gth Ee_l’l!i«"on Pat gl sytackeqd 4 n:t::iod' _
1 buried 1 dssiaged, .- Sqn .plane a% 4 by g Sl 33"
in gir belfyve 1 shot- diwn, Sowsspucfor 33, o, OFFAEl 33%e
belleved yank enemy OL 2 Sapt off Savo Islenn, 1k
night of 12th-13th snd.dheing 14th Suadaloapat ander |
continuots attack™inddu night. bomba; At DY at
least 1 drulser apaids D% hoth TULAGL sna anm. |
probable landings wesy of Tatvo Point ang active o
petrolling in or nesy OUr gositions. Some chautel ey

end light demage from naval. runfire. T Teturngd of |
¥ . - ) 3
Batrel over area. unel] matn o

our 8 inchi. 1 omni spth Lelieved hit
thined contimioug air ) ', S
OBLO 1 {»1T) I3tH plane formtion renorted roaching
Juadalcanal from northwest, Cur planes took off “:t

enery turned back, 1080 L 13th 26 zero', over Uuadal- |
canal engaged by - Orummans, 1335 L 26 twin engine !
bombers covered by Zero's interce ted By 29 ™ .
caused bombeXs: to Jettiaon borde 5"!511-0{’;&‘?. 1730
L 13th 2 single float planss shot down-. BEy, X
air losses 4 zeros 4 bombers, Z Grummana

nlgaing., On ground our 1&0!;1;!311'10&
oniy

Jap losses excasded 40. Mnemy” for sonsisting 3 Bmy
4 ¢rulasers, 4 DDR Y AP sighted 1030 L 14tn . { :
long 163-6C east-course 140, Was attackeq ‘{i 7540 8
by © B-173, Firat report atates 2 hits 4 neap uisses,
Another hoatile force 1 CV, 3 orulsers, 4 DDs renorted
lat 08-30 somth long 1641y east at 11401 14th gourse
160, Throughdut day Guadalcana) gttackdd y oneny
o it s, o By el e
tion satisfaosory, 3rd. ta ' ' E
from Tulagi to gﬁdﬁltxgﬁ. Oaud) dally h&{ . reldc
thth was by 26 twin gndlne bonbers, . At.DOSg 1§ o
on floate rdeched rield and were destyayed by VP S
Pilota. 20.14nd setos 3 Pokkewslfn bocthary over .
at 1340. 1 gere ) bmmber Bhot dewn. -12 mingle o
o4 811vered borbirg attack st} L m;:‘

v

Lohiview with Wombhr and fiihves: #ield 1s %ey o5 -
furthernammoﬂﬂ ox “& ¥t atands g1 .r
nlles frer Heppilark ¢ CRERIEEE UPDOTLIAG neat vl
of strength, « WL 118 springdue

adviing ?‘:M 988 WO
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tembepr (COT

CCLI"OPAC to COMSWPAC, JT® 62,63,01,1

.
< IMzu. ¢

I'me s,

Operations 16th. MHandle as most seoret,

1
2ombed enemy dase MKATA Ray started fire, Sth > N-17's

1000 Love (-11) 16th 13 o3p'e and 5 TaF' g ate
Si's 4 DD's lat 07-37 south long 156~55 eaay ~>cked 3

s Lignt As at

an

hit on CL, 1 bomb hit 2 near missags on g 3, 1 ;'_?I'MO
land planes approached to within 100 nileg UL Sheny

henring 290 mut turned back at 1200 love (..11) l6th
Ghormley sends, Carpender pass to Mnomhur. .

SRL70PAC %o Cominoh, CINCPAC, ZOMCOWESPAC. .

CANAL

27 17,62, _eto,
Operations 17th, Handle as most seoret, 5

6ty
7omhed dock erea "I”0, No ships present, -.L‘l?_,q;tl;::ed
shora instullations RAKATA 3ay 1 eneny "lana

On GTADALZAYAL 16th active vatrollinag conti Nueq |
Marinea. Only 1 lipht contact, Enemv traop

on hengh,

DS
pear e awalting reinforcements, 1y “RD'g ho,:t'h""' ap-

helleved KAKO olass and ? M'a at 1750 (-11) .éfh “at
08-07 south Long 150 enst., No hits, Severs) Ney
Shins continued on course 120,

GHORMLEY to CINCPAG, CO?.’.IHCI.I. COMSWPAC

18 1140

a thl

Uperations 18th, Handle &8 most secret, 17¢
hombed shins G170 at 0255 Loye (-11), w1 hlh 317

3-17 bombed shore Installations 0170 at 1110 ts-‘ Another

present, 3.17 bombed shore instsllations !1:-_1'(,\-1.&
undetermined, From GUADALCANAL four olanags
fectiva attack on two enemy CA's lat 07-50

80
30 east at 1810 love 17th, Aotive patrolly Uth long

Madg. lner.

157-

by Marlnes at GUADALCANAL. Several contaotg uronti’“"d
patrols to south of noaition, Ghormley sends, GQB"W
2888 to MacArthur, Task force 65 hegan landi Tpenter

marines reinforced at nA00 love 1Ath at GUADALG
hostile activity air or zround up to 18135 1

SOMEODPAL to SINCPAC info COItINCH,

Handle as most Seoret, Brier Surmary CC Yigrr

cﬁ\’fm..

o

renort, While covering movements T 65 enfmnp"““i“n

YATP hed just finished launching 200 mile art,' SAT0S

and was turning to base course when at ahoug 3, '0°N soarch

15th 3 torpedoes sighted olose aboard 3 =aojney for::::

(-12)

below water line hetween bow and Sridge, Ty a1ta we1)

Tfage ¢ to
feet forwarad hridge. All hite vicinity gan line t
and marazines, 45 planes lost with shiyp, "nka

torpedo

7%

d
decks and in hangers, Starting ilmmediataly' v “:‘oa >elow
continucus exnlosion ready ammunition "'“1""1&:-1,"“'“ wo
Ahout 1505 M smevere internal exalosions "°1loua Y noted,

by severe exnlosion in hangar, Severe fire thr Short)

WASP findlly destroyed by torpedoes. Consopag Sendg ¢
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SEPTEKEER (GCT)

18 2200

20 1240

20 1542

COMINCH TO CTINCPAC INFPO COMSOPAC COMSQWESPAC MACARTIIUR

Threat asg ultra gecret. HKachrthurs C508 to Marshall
quote in case the eriemy launches a sea alr and land
attack at New Gulnea what assistance may I expect from
the Pacific Fleet., The naval forces at my disposgal
are minor 1in streéngth, practically half were lost or
seriously damaged in the Solomons operations, and my
alr and ground troops are entirely inadequate to meet
a balanced attack from the enemy comprlsing large sea
elements, In my C367 August 28 T suggested that the
naval force under Admiral Ghormley include in its
mission the covering of the southsastern tip of lew
Guinea but this was disapproved both by him and by
Admlral Nimitz. It is absolutoly esgential that I be
informed as to what the Navy contemplatss in case of

a seaborne attack on New Guinea so that I can plan
accordingly. I regard the potential situation with
the gravest concern unquote, Corment. Carpender pass
to HacArthur. .

COMSOPAC to COMINCH, CINCPAC, COMSWRAC, CIR 17 62 63 6L, etc.

Operations ZOth Handle as most secret, Estimated 4 DD's
bombarded GUADALCANAL from 2400 to 0100 L {-11) 19th 2
killed 2 wounded. Jap ground patrol was wiped out in only
contact 19th. l9th B-17 bombed AQCO area GIZO‘ B-17
bombed another strafed REXKATA Bay, 7 enemy killed in
moppling up operations FLORIDA Island 20th. P-400's hombed
and strafed near EZPRRANCE, Indications there that con-
siderable enemy stores destroyed 1n strafing of 17th. 6
38D 6 Grummans attacked shore installations REKATA Bay
?Oth No afirm no ships no planes, Carpender pass to
MacArthur,

COMINCH to CINCPAC Info CONTOPAC,

Utmost secrecy. Desire early detailed report of tactical
gituations existlng at the times of recsent successful Jap-
anese submarine attacks, It is obvlous that protracted
operations of our task forces on a strategically static
bases in submarine infested waters is proving increas-
ingly hazardous, The determination of escort reguire-
ments as demonstrated by tactical experience, particularly
for carrier operations, has an important bearing on other
operations in prospect and on the destrisution of destroy-

Brs,
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%BER {0CT}

20 0145 CINCPAC to ©

20 1322

CO'SOPAC

Your 182200, Retention our preeent holdings in SOLOMONS

and NE¥ GUINEA vital to sucocess future offencive operations,
If enemy uses transnmorts under naval escort or coveri

force to make attack from seaward agalinnt HORESHY conaider
this should afrord Ghormley ovrnortunity to attaok enemy
expedition, Success of such attack would depend unon timeli-
ness and acouracy of information of enemy obdtained by TOWEIrDAZ
air reoonneissance ome relative atrength pf enemy naval
forces involved and losses inflicted by SBWEEPAC alir at-
tacks, Until direction of onemy movement has besu definitely
determined to be againat MORES3IY with no conourrenc attempt
on GUADALCANAL coneider present conditions make firat duty

of Sopac Naval Foroes protection of GUADALCANAL and its
goumunications from attack while it is »eing oconsolidated,
Later best employment would prooadly bde to sover our ex-
pansion along SOLOMON3 when it is undertaken. 1f we oan
maintain sufficient pressure in SOLOMONS I believe this will
prevent landing attack in foroce against MORZTAY partioularly
if ellied aircraft based in NEW GUINEA remain aotive,

COMSOPﬁC fg CTF 17 Info CINCPAC, CTF 18.62,63,64 COLSOWEIPAC,

Handle aa most seoret. Mission to support withdrawal task
force 55 ocompleted, Pending arranpements for task foroe
reorganization the carrier task foree with attached units
will oforato in the retired area dafined nelow prepared for
offensive action asainst suitable enamy tar-ets loceted within
striking distance, Operate in general area ocounded by
latitude parallel 13 and 20 degrees south meridians 165 and
177 east, Avoid direot routes PCPPY - ITTON and OPYY .
FANTAN insofar as praoticable, Rendezvous for task foroe
units now at WHIT® “0PPY and Task Foroe 64 units from MTPTION
to Join you will be desirnated later in order sffgpot re-

oreanization of task forcenm in scoordmnce with in truations
to be issued,
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PI]

Zeptember (GCT)

20 2100

20 2147

21 0730

21 1221

CTF=8 to CO ALASKAN DEF INPO COMINCH CINCPAC
-

I gathered from our conference Jesterday o)
Army Air Forces should be somewhst increagqq
the B-25 for use as torpedo planes with ev.nt"p““u’
of latter type set at 3 squadrons or 48 .n.“‘l Numbe r
operation., Butler now reperts that your chl.: in fu1)
told him air force strength would rematn Ungng Of Starr
until completion Fireplace operutions, Ther. ;"d
Alaska eir forces would be reduced as rollo'.' ;er

from 6 aquadrona to 4, loss 50 planes. Moy ! "lghters
from 3 squadrons to 2 and 13 operating Pllne:. bombers
squadron, 26 crewa total. This would Elve ¢ per

ing medium bombers and B spare Planes. Hegy, gp°r“'
cut from 3 to 2 aquadrons loss 8 planes. 41: ombers
the mecdium bombera used for coastal Patro]l ono losing
Oulf of Alaska, My 150030 stated that Firepyqonttern
quired permancnt increase Aleska air force, 'g' re-
rinimum requirements of planes in full Oper.y, Onsider
Alaskan air forces are following: Heavies y,ON2 for
mediums 48, fighters 150 with 13 old med {ypm, 204
¢oastal patrol with adqquate spare planes or L °oF
type to permit overhaul and repair, each

COMSOPAC TD COMINCH
v

t Alagka

Your 201322, Desire consideration be givye
carrier task and other covering and strikg
at White Poppy or other protected lnchong.. e

vhen employed for specific tasks. This wi1) gooept
hazard from subs conserve fuel save wear ang t""’"““
glve air groups better chance to train, R.que“" and
ports required by Cominch 201542 be obtay ned pnv Te-
Force Commanders remaining your area. Algo 70:;0. Task

F commenty,
COMSOPAC TO CINCPAC INFO COMIRCH

To be handled most secretly. Your configen
22CL-42. Am I authorized retain Murray ag"il8l letter

task force cormander with Lee in Washington ;:”"
thet force., Tt of

N anchery
ng I‘orcnns

COMSOPAC INFO COMINCH CINCPAC CTF 17,62 63

Operations for 21st, Handle as most secree

canal 20th during day only 1 contact al Lu.n% Juadal.
where ground patrol killed 19 with loss 2 'Ou,ng. iver

At 2100 L(-ll? 20th enemy launoched milsance ,.“;d Xarines.
forward southern strong point. Contacts Contypy,, L E8inat
throughout night. Our losses 2 k1lled 7 .oum."“'d

Jap dead left in wire. 2 3ED's on evening ge. d. Many
izo. At 1735 L 20th 10 SED's attacked ec, eoh bombed
150 miles northweat Guadalcanal, 4 near mlgge Tulser

some damage. Ghormley sends, Carpender pe,,°%: Believe

to hﬂgrggur.




JFECRET

PInk

SEPTELNCR ( GCT)

22 1256 COLJOPAC MACARTIUR, COMINCH CINCPAS

22 1226

22 0035

Operations 22nd. Handle as moat Baorst. Op GUADALCAMAL i
continued patrolling but no hostile contact during day 21at
2345 (-11) 218t 3 SBD'e bombed and strefed 4 DDs landing
boats vioinity CAPP TTPERANCE, Mo hits on whioh left

on Northwest ocourse, 2lst installations REKATA my bombed
and strafed 3 times by single B-17'a, Dook area Y70

rombed by B-17, Near misses on bulldings. 1ygp, sicht {ng
enemy CA near PAISY Proceeding slowly with long o4) slick f{
to Southeast i{ndigates may have hegen damaged in =D attaok
of evening 20th,

0 GINCPAQ

Refer Oinopas 220035, Propose following
tion (a) about & 155 guns A 90 fo Sooupa
AR, 5 tanks with personnei and edministrety 30 Saliver

POPPY,

infantry from 3rd Marines SAMOA, (o) Tender .;:’ 2 ocompeny
Sring from OARU r:: use s§§'n.'3m ht::ﬁ. tonder aleo
20 m Sune with 10 units tire, (0] Booort of & Ivin moust |
oruisers and estroyers from SoPao,

T e i (8Tt it 2 SNl ateson

-12), osmaan stio oonstruct

then pass to ComGen « An AGORN too 1..0.. a’m"“u"
Construotion pg sonnsl to part from STRANW ¢o be
Infantry frog A to be replaced frem Statey

fimmediate s AbOYe proposale swhiest mimes o
details are wor out,

Have reasom to believe ‘hemy may move iato RLLyo ISLANDS
about Cotober first with woakly esoorted foreey :].u.,
to his GILEER? Opereticns, Ultre, Comsider youpyyer
should bs denied ismediately by Maring Yoree from
st about 900 men four 155 mm guas 8 heq
phmtmmemmumoium of
defense dattalion one infestry m
Por mibsequent development of defonses apd alres
to

defense tattalion and en ACORN oUW allooated
be employed., Comment,

884
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COMSOP., (4] cas W, CT0 6 cTr PAC

Handle as most secret. Comsopac sends astion Comtasfor
63 CO STRAW Comtaskgroup 62.8 info Comtaskfor 68 Cominoh
Cinopac ouly addressees decode beyond this. Comtasfor
63 cover Petlook operation. On dog minus three and do
minus two day by B-17 and Hudaon search from Pantan a
PBY gearch from Button. On ainus one day dlscontimue
Hudson search and tranafer PBY's to Petlook basing on
destroyer tender esarching enroute. On dog day condaet
B-17 search from Pentan, PBEY gearch from Button and
Fetlock plus local search by S0C with B-17s from Pantan
furnishing looal fighter support. On dog plus two day
withdraw PBY and tender from Petlock maintaining etrik-
ing group of B-17s on oall at Button and Pantan, Com-
mander task group 62.6 transfer 4 scout planes with
beaching gear and small stock supplies for local patrol
at Fetlook. CG 3TRAW provide flight orews and amall
service detachment, Comtaskfor 63 provide moornings,
bombs, ammunition and matting for remp. MNodifications
in above as necessitated by olrcumstances suthorized,

GOMSOPAC TOC CT CTP 62,6 CG STRAW INPO CINCPAC

Most seoret. Comsopac sends action CTP 63 CO STRAW
CTF 62.6 info CTP 62 Cominch Cinopac addreesees only
deoode further., Change that part of 1s 260028 re-
garding transfer of orulser planes to Fetlock as
followa. CG STRAW furnish 4 scout seaplanes, necessary
crews and material, Crescent City available for em-
barkation material and ground personnel on not te
delay basis. Planes to be flown to Petlock ready

for operation on dog plus one day.

B8S




 SECRET

125 1124

Sentember (GCT

" 2 0206 COMSOPAG
- 0

to OTT 62, COMAIRS
, COMGENSO

SAMOAN GROUP

CINCPAC
, MacARTHUR, C(

G T.

QPAC, CG

Handle as most secret. Comgensopac has by hand., Carpender
pass to MacARTHUR, Other than addressees decode no
further. Task Force 62 occupy FETLOCK about 2 Oetober with
about 4 155-mm, 4 90mm, 5 4Omm, 10 50 cal AA guns, 5 tanks
and appropriate service and administration units of Amphib-
force SoPac, and 2 infantry companies of 3rd Marines, Com-~
gon STRAW direct 2 infantry companies of 3rd Marines re-
port at once to Comamphibforsopac for FETLOCK operation.
See my 231120, Details of air support later. After de-
barkation and withdrawal of ships of Task Force 62 command

- and logistic responsibility for FETLOCK pass to Comgen

STRAW, Comtaskfor 17 and 64 informed for info by another
dispatch. ‘

COMINCH to CINCPAC, COMSOPAC, Info NAS DUTCH HARBOR,

Handle this with the greatest secrecy. Cincpac 222327
concur your understanding that transfer Marine combat
teams dependent on developments, Assume that you plan
use 8th Marine regiment to garrison NDENI. Confirm,
Para 2, Subssquent to the arrival of the Army 43rd
division in Sopac area desire further consideration be
given to transfer of combat teams, Inform me your plans
for the employment this division. Para 3. Carpender
pass to MacArthur,

COMSOPAC TO CG_FANTAN AND STRAW info CINCPAC

This 1s most secret. Comsopac sends. Actions Comgens
Fantan and Straw., Info Cincpac., Commnication plan for
Fetlock occupation is contained my serial Q055E to Com-
amphibforsopsc with copy fifth defense battalion and
Comgens -straw and Fantan. Requires radio silence except
for speclal use of coast watcher radio channel to Suva
where Comgen Fantan reenciphers in Santa. Will be for-
warded next alr to Suva and Samao. Fetlock will use

Fepek only until silence lifted then joins Stmaw circuit.
Temporary call ZéF,

COMATRSOPAC TO COMSOPAC INFO RADM WRIGHT

Ultra secret from Comalrsopac, Agree Cincpac 242207,
Believe 4 S0C planes sufficient, Recommend they come
from Minneapolis Chester less crews. 4 sets beaching
gear and small stock spare parts from same source. GG
Straw provide flight crews small service detachment
servicing equipment. Ballard will provide moorings,
bombs, ammunltion and Summerfeld matting for beaching
ramp. Have conferred Radm Wright who has this by hand.
Comairsopac does the sending. s

I
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01 1302 COMSOPAC TO CTP-17, 63 INFO COMINCH CINCPAC (11

Nandle with utmost uonoR Comsopac sends.

information contained in 11y Bulletins and addttional
dispatches addressed to task forae commanders, Task
Force 17 proceed to fly off position south of BUIN-
FAISI and at sunrise dog dag attack onemy ehipping that
area with air striking force. Priority of targete car-
riers, transports, other combatant tybes, oblars, cargo
ships. Recover aircraft and retire to White Poppy at
Gest speed coneistent with fuel limitations. Comtask
force 63 will provide B-17s to act as fighter cover from
about 8 to 12 hours love (-11) on dog day. Comsowespac
has been requested to provide meximum reconnaissance dog
minus two and minus one days and to hit Kieta and Buka
sunrise dog day with air striking foroce, Depapt White
Poppy fueled to oapacity. Comsopac will send fleet
oller to rendezvous with task foroes enroute te Wnite
Poppy during retirement. Puel avallable at Button,

Oog day five October unless otherwise ordered, Car-
pander pass to MaocArthur,
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SEGRET

OGTOBER (GCT)

0 00560

03 0244

ok 0330

_;COMAIRSOPAG TO._COMSOPAC INFO COMSWPAC CTE-17 :

Most Secret. Action Comsoupac. Others..cease decoding,
To obtain full benefit B-17s operating accordance your
011427 and in creatling diversion and. neutralization
enemy aircraft at source suggest following modification
of plan. Your 011502 Afirm Sowespaec. air striking force
hit Woth aérodromes at Rabdul insteed Buka Kieta Baker
Sopac B-17s hit Buka Kieta sunrise dog day thenc proceed;
vieinity carrier to arrive .about 0800 lgové (-11) and. pro-:
vide air support according to plan until 12 hours 1ove: -
(-11). Attention invited to fact that while B-174 have
excellent defénsive gquallties neither in speed,maneu~
verability, diving characteristics nor positioning of
armamént does it possess capability successfully inter=
cepting and carrying 1ts gunpower offensively to attacks :
ing enemy alrcraft., CTFP-17 should thoroughly understand
this in forming his plan of action, : .

COMAIRSOPAC Lo CTF-17 INFQ. GOMSOPAC

Action Comtaskfor 17 info Comsoupac. Originator Com— :
alrsopac ‘assumss that you will: ldaunch at 0500 I (minus
11) -GCT 5th in, podition 120 miles bearing 180 true from

- Buln and: that th,reafter‘p .nt option'moves at 20 knotsi
“along ‘135 ntll. 0800~ '

: = =% =17 air support
after dayligh r‘attack ‘Buka wi“l:attempt:r ndezvous: at
about 0800 L (-11) on basis foregolng agsumptions with
IFE operatingf B+17 ¢cain of leadér OV40 will use call-.
quote Blue Base. unquote for carriér, Voice- frequency ;
6970 kea, Kéy 4436 %cs, Will maintein radio silence . .
unless called, If foregoing assumptions and arrangé-. -
ments incorrect or unsatisfactory advise by whatever:
means practioable. -

GTG 62 6 to. GOMSOPAG GTF 62 GG STRAW, COMAIRSOPAQLfetG..

'FETLOGK occupation.completed Hendle as ultra seoret

Task roup less lahding unit withdrawing at 18 hours mike
% third, Pass through following points all south
and east.: 10 and 179-30. 15 and 178-30. 23 and 168,
Will refuel destroyers to permit all vessels arrive
NOUMEA with 20 percent fuel, Expect dissolve task group
orgenization at about 14 hours mike fifth., Expect ar-
rive NOUMEA crulsers and 5 destroyers afternoon 7th. ‘Radlo
NOUMEA psass to Gomsogac and Comtaskforce 62 for actiom.
Radio SAMOA pass to Compgen STRAW. Comairsopac has this
and will pass to Comtaskforce 64. No evidence enemy
discovery prior to departure. o
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L )
bark offi from 1o% Mayiy
deliver attack plan, Fape, vide guafirg .;::‘“u
Somsiateayring SAh 64 Sth an Tequeted Ny Comauntid fr
Consistent with su Toing mission explodt ARy fave .
RO ACTos 1,00 destroy enemy surfase or euimeyy i ereble

n GACTUS ares, Oiving due consideretion gg foress
conocerning leestion .33 strength inforeatica

you are suthoriced at your dissretion to retypy’Or0es

™ %o RING-
BOLT or to eastward t IZN0O ORANNEL aups
Ootober Sth-6th, Para, ﬂm sotion $

Sth break radio silence end inform origina

situation, Para, On oompletion nun‘nd :::k’:‘ul? :::1
1:::1- than 22100 L i-na Ootober 6th mula o BTN a4
Y Tadio prior deparsure CACIS -
Gen tﬂoga bas in another system, Srrron, Com~

830




e

05 1202 COMBOF

06 2000

07 0308

FIN A

Handle as meset secret, Xo tasks are in L )
for Task Foree 64 during period 7.27 Ostoder. (a)

vide escort for COPAHER to fly off a8 and return. Tie
novement under rational eo%roz ziw

L Task

63 my 050882, ( Beginning scon ae oticable have strik-
ing foroe o %e in posisiom of 88 %0 attaok eammy
vessels Ag reinforemments at CACTUS Somrelly t:
aooord idea propesed your ?u Yok 040600 reo

for fuel as u:m. ° 49 es00rt consis of
< CA and 4 DD .ooo;ruenfouodmnu.

POFPY abeus 17 October. e forees availsdle to you dur-
1n€ this period will be Task Yoros 64 as ou;ﬁniud ny
221002 September plus Fletcher 0! Baznon, 1sional
deteails covering these operations will be furnished later.
Comsopac originator, .

COMINCH TO CINCPAC INFO COMSOPAC,

This to be handled with greatest secrecy, Question hae

been raised ae to whether fighter aquadrons at BMrch and
Bleacher are essential ahd would better be onpl:m olse-
where, Alec whather fighter squadron at Holl 14 not

be replaced by light or medium bombers. Purther whe ther
medium bombers in OCactus would not be helpful in knoei:ing
out enemy ships which are landing enemy troops and bom-
barding our poeitione there. OComment.,

Handle as most secret. Request you diepatoh earliest
gnouoablo 1l army infantry regiment to Cactus consult
omarmphibforsopac relative detaile including transporta-
tion to be furniehed by him. Regiment will report to
Comamphibforsopas for duty under prinociple unity of com-
mand. Replacement retions a nawal responsidility. Alsc
request your recommendations relative early reinforoe-
ment Button garrieon to total infantry strength of 1
infantry regiment reinforced.
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PIXK
SECRET

JCIOBER (GCT)

08 1229 COMSOPAC %o CINCPAC info COMAIRIOPAC, LARMON

Most seoret. In view use BLEACIER as advanced Fleet

Rase oonsider air production essential Mminoh 062000,

My plan contemplates movement forward from RILEACHER all
personnel Ameriocan fighter command and Feplacement by
iNZAF whioh will take over Amerioan equipment, This then
to be considered .as one of the 10 NE ZEALAND Squasdrons to
be equipped in acocordance approved plan, Meaiyn bombere
will be definitely helpful CACTUC arei. Have 2 squadrons
B-268 now available and 1 rlight B~258 reported as svel).
ahle near future, Prooose employment these rrom CATTIE
earliest opportunity hut cannot 4o so unty)

improvement
and expansion runways and airdrome faollityen :ow :n;or-
way 18 aocoomplished, Comsopac sender. Harmnon hag by
hand,

08 0333 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC in COMAIRPAC,

Ceminch 062000 most seoret oonsider fighter equadron
SLEACHER ocould be better employed forward areas ht
should be replaced by 6 1light or dive bombers, Por
CACTUS medium bombers would be most useful for poth at-
tack and search miseions. Do you agree,

14 0230 CTF 8 to CINZPAC Info copivelr COHRJETTFEA?ROH.

eto,

Comteskforce R sends, Station add-esgec delliver to
Cinenac for mction. Cominch and Comdr Westaearron for
info, Most secret, by earlier estimates, partioularly
with respect conanlidation ;.ONAVIZY (my 292340 of August)
revised in light of effect of eneny commitments 1p 0=
westpaec upon his intentions Horth Pacific ag get forth
your 130139, After increment comnsetant troopa arrives
LONGVIEY about Ogtober 23rd aringing strength there to
9000 troops, Army now plana to move 4000 troops to AIMILET
before further strengthening LONGVIZW {My 122234) statio
situation of main middle ALRUTIAN &8p3 Will thus pe
reached with unloading of FILLYOXE about 1 November,
Revised estimate is thus thir situstion C8n be maintained
with Jeafrontier forces augmented by oruiser escorts
8peclally essigned for imnortant trooghmovan.nt, nlus
certain additions enumerated nelow, érefor recommend
Tesk Force 8 be withdrawn from North Pacify. ansout 1
November and Naval effort in task or holdine enemy to
present positions, obposing his efforts to further gon-
solidate thoase positions, while atrenqthoning own oosi-
tions be assimned Sea Frontier Foroes a8 contemnlated by
Comnowestseafron Op Order 2-42 dated Jentember 10, 1In
addition returning LOUISVILLE ahout Ootonher 17 relieved

(Continued on next page)
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SECRET

OCTOBER {GCT)

14 0230 CTF 8 to CINCPAC, lnfo COMINCH, ete, {<ontinued)

15 1025

8pecifically as follows, Afirm, Yithdrewal surfsce

units on following approximate dates, Octorer 2 INLIANA-
JCLIS Qctoher 28 Canadian Naval Units, Movember 1 SAINT
LOUIS, MASHVILLE, BANCROPT, JAILTY, C3IAM: !inelayers
on comoletion LONGVIEW mining project. Raker. Withdrawal
Fleet submarines end of present natrols Tantain Coleloush
veine relieved, Commander Gray in cormand sucmarines,
Ahout November firat submarines, ™M"'s,  Tatwing 4L, ol4
destroyera be assioned to Nowestseafron and overation con-
trol of these forces pass to the Comnoweatseafron. Withe
drawal of Task Torce & be considered comnlete as of that
date, Comtaskforce R answering, Pendinc declirlon have
had no discussion with local Army authorities, KRequest
early information of ocontemnlated action in order to nro-
vide Army with as much advance notice ar nosslhle of chanpen
in Naval disnositions this area,

CTF 8 to CINCPAC, COMIMNGII.

Moat Secret, Addees only decode, Comtrakforge R renl- to
Conineh 141325, Bombardment practicsale as follows, A.
From %estward using direct fire agalnst iorth and ‘outh
ieads and Tubnarine 3ase and new inatnllations Louthwest alce
of harsr and 1ndirect fire arainct nmain cemp and shipoing
joth of latter screened by high land on and near dorth Hemd,
3. Fron Southward using indirect fire, Jamage from alr
actlon or gunfire should ne neglipinlie, oJome menace pos-
8ivle in Eastern attrck but improbeble to -outhward In view
recent operations our submarines along 3cuth <oast sut
consider fast mine sweepers desirable in either case, YOhs
sider submarines constitute maln enemy threat wpainat re-
petition of bombardment and recomnmend atrong anti suomarine
screens, ‘nless SROOKL“N class cruiser is in close supnort
for counter battery fire recommend areinst emnloyment of
additional destroyers for bombardment due to nroxinity of
deatroyer firing lanes to nossihle shore batterles. “ug-
fest use dive hombars and torpedo nlanes from AVS asrinst
shioning immediatelvy followine aombardment., lessened c'innce
of for at this time of yvear inoreanmes nosalhility o” air rnot
which will need firhter ovrotection, “lanes shoild includa
coordinated land hase “amylne and fighter sunnort but should
recoenize ungerteinty of accomnlis*ment Aue weather condli-
tions,




SECRET

PIXk

OCTORER (GCT)

16 0455 CINCPAS to CCMIMCH, lnfo CTF 8, COMNIIMEIIARLLY
2

4 B
B AL T L LR | R e S e Y

Most Seoret, Uperation vour 141325 conmicered practics ;le
and ite morale and trainine value for the "= and ~sycho-
loric effect on countrv are racosnized. “owever ¢¢ not
recommend 1t for following rsesons, Afirm, ‘onaider alr
attacka are already making 'I7XA untena-le to enemy there-
fore even small risk to C23s from subs miner and mireraft
hardly fustified, Baker, dJombardment of imnortant mec-
tion of KISKA must be hy indirent fire und uir sorot for
this usually imnossihle due to low ceilin~., 2Jast., u'.l.le
eneny attack arainst ''IU'VAY 18 not considered nrobahle the
C238 In this areas are, due to our concentration to scuth-
ward, our main reliance arainet such an attnck. 'ers,

If operation 1s directed MNii N7WIZo and NMIT'21.010201 would
be only units avalla)le as there are no lé-inch high
oapacity shells mavailaovle, Amount li-ineh this type would
permit 30 rounds per gun., Hehageing powder and shisting
ammunition would require ajout 8 daya. 3eileve alr cov-
erage should be furnished Yy shore alrcraft especiunlly
P-38's from bases within range. AUV cannot .e counted upon
a3 combatant carrier as it is slow in handling asiroraft
and ocannot conduct flirht oparations unless there is at
least a 10 knot wind., [First ACV to train with own airoraft

is NACSAU which has Just commenced trainins., 2ara, lte-
nuent early advice,
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SECRET

October

(GoT)

16 6937

16 0245

CINGPAC to COMINGH

For Admiral King only. Ultra from: Cincpac., ialsey his
Chief of Staff and Intelligence Officer will be with
Ghormley gixteenth our date, In view Ghormley's 160440
and. other indications including some noted during my visit
I have under consideration his relief by Halsey at sariiest
practicable time, Request your comment, If Halsey begome s

Comsopac would expect him utilize Ghormley as long as needed.

COMINCH to GINCPAC

For Admiral Nimitz only personal and secret. Most secret.
Your 160937 approved. '
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JECRET
Ogtober (GCT)
18 1350 COLSOPAC ¢ TF COMS E'OPAC._A_IL GCOHG N OPAC ALEA v

liandle as most secret, Action all Taskfore 5

Comgens Sopac area Comtaskfors 16 and 17 Frg=862:2::n:11
Most Seoret, Vice Admiral willlem ¥. Halsey hag thig dat
relieved Vice Admiral liobert L Ghormley as L ander Soutn
Pacific Force and South Pacifio area, Carpendep Dass to
MacArthur. Comairsopac pass to -omwens : JACTUS and
HOSES by meil, Cormsopac Admin pass to NEW 2p,f.uh Chiefs
of Staff and to UST CLAIK for delivery by he t

r -
SLEATIHER via President JACKSON and to vomgen mm;n
arrival.

19 1954 COMINGH to COMSOPAC, GINGPAC, COMSWPAC,

landle with greatest #seorecy. In order that urgently
needed submarine support may be furnished L0 and coordin.
ated with forces now operating in the SULOMQ ~ the Joint
Chiefs of Staff direct that T 42 be bplaced temporari]
under the operational sontrol of “omsopao during the ogn-
tinuance of Task 1 and that TF 42 be built UD to 12 fleet
susmarines in transfer from Western AU3STRALY A 48 goon ap
possible, This force may base and/or operate in

Sopac or SWPAC area in accordance with paraa, 7 .;étgsra
of the basic directives to Cinc Pacifie Ocean Argas and
Supreme Commander SWPacifio Area as amnl

ifleq
and Army COF 112150 of laat May, Carpender p,:i Sg.i::f
Arthur, Deployment of submarines should he 80 adjusted
that sufficient number oan e resdilv moved tq onnose pos
sible Japanese conocentrationa acainat NZy TR g R0
from Chief of Staff Army ana Cominch, *

20 1540 COMINCH %o CIVCPAC,

Treat as very seoret, Cominch 1919s; oonsider greater
concentration of Pacific Fleet submarines in INCHON 1.
LANDE Area than indloated in your 180245 8hould be made
Comment and advise me of action taken, *
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-rSECR“T
.October

U}GTL

20: 2215

OINCPAC to bOMSOPAC Info COMINCH GOMSOWESPAO CUMSUBPAC

Most secret Cominch 2015h0 Will sail PacFleet subs to
Sopac as follows all to proceed as indicated from present
locations toward BUTTON assing your operational control
on crossing equator: ? SKIPJACK and SILVERSIDES now TRUK
at once remaining endurance 10 and 13 Nov respectively.

(b) POLLACK and PLUNGER now 5 days out from MIDWAY to =
TAPAN at once endurance 22 and 26 November, (c¢) GRAYLING

salled PEARL 19 for Sopac as permanent. transfer,. (&) TARPON
departed PEAR]L today for TRUK will now divert to Sopac,  (e)-

- To depart PEARL for SOPAC GROWIER 22nd, FLYING. FISH 23rd;
- STINGRAY 26th; GATO and WAHOO about, 30th, () ALBACORE and

202309

“ Leaves 10-TPacfl

GROUPER from: NIDWAY for Sopac about 30th, (g) AMBERJACK
already in aresa under Comsopac, Para,. FUTTON to SOPAC as
soon as possible. Captain: Roper on board for employment
adviser .or command ag’ you desire.

CINCPAC to COMINCH 1nfo COMQURPAC

Most secret. _Your ?OlBhO ' Unless otherwise dlrected will
reinforce Sopac submarines as indicated miy 202215, . ‘This
and-GOmsOWespac 20063 ‘will total 24 Subsqund' *Halsey.-
ubs for Western. Pacific patrols, 9 of:

.which are now on or near station.  Of these WHALE ‘has mines.
: Remainder mlnlng program w1ll be deferred

ULk

POMINCH to COMUS NAVFOR EUR@PE Info CINGPAC COMSOPAC

Ultra secret.- oay to General DeGaulle that 1t is necessary

 that Comsopadc establish Headquarters ashore at NOUMEA im=

mediately and that due to overcrowded ‘conditions there I
have authorized him and staff General Vogel and Staff and
the Afmy on basis of urgent military necessity to cecupy
certain buildings left vacant- by. departure of Dargenlieu and

“his mission. Para.. I urge -that Defaulle deleégate full

21 1400

authority to local governor Montchamp to negotiate: with

Comgopéac concerning additiondl matters that. may. darise, This
authority should be 1ndependent of movements of- Dargentlleu.,,

COMINCH to ADMIRALTY Info bINCPAC

Pass to Admiralty for action, Highest secrecy. Eollow1ng3
from Cincpac quote Present Japanese concentrations of all
services in SOLOMONS area with cohsequent deduction to
minimum in other areas offers golden opportunity for posln-
tive action against enemy by Allied or Britlsh action in
BAY of BENGAL or along MALAY BARRIZR, In my opinion our
situation in SOLOMONS urgently requires easing of pressure
which would result from such action unquote. I concur.
Cincpac informed,
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JZCRET
Dotober (GeT)

21 1631 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COISSOPAC.

Very seoret. Comsopac 171230 motor torpedo
areas as follows: Sopac &, Hawaiian 8, No;
Paseafron 6, BEnroute 3opac 16 of whioch 12 ar

boats in
stsearron

PIKK

L,

riv
13 Nov, @€ more in PANAMA awaiting shipment, ing about

Sopac ready when ships avalladle from !, g, anus
March, Assigned Sowespao 12, now ready for shipment
20 more in Januery, S ipping 18 1imiting Tactor in de
Para 2, Oubchasera 2 enroute Sowestpac,

30owestpac ready for sea 4 esoh month Ootober ¢hpy

49 assigned

and
livery,

Others assigned

poolaned Sopac ready average four monthly Noyenioui6h Jenuary,

r th

February, weeafron 3 on atation and 3 enroute, Reasa :n

to Sopac at yvour disoretion, Paras 3. 173 Lres 3
no others assigned, 6 mssizned Soweatpao re
end of year, Assigned Hawseafron one enrout

e and
shakedown, eassign to Sopac et disoretion 3 on

27 0251 CINCPAC to COMINGH Infe CUMDUDAC,

Lost secret, Halsey has requested reenforceme
rmore carriers of the Iritish Eastern Fleeot,
gent and immediate need for every possible ip
ticularly of carriers I recommend that thie 4
nlored to utmost,

26 O8lh COMSOPAC to COMINGH Info CINCPAS, TOMAIRSIPAC. 2 wnE

n 3opao
8dy for sea by

43 they report,

nt by 1 or
In view ur.
Qr'eage Mr-
9ea be ex-

TPAS,

Comsopac to Cominch info Cinepac Gomairs?pao_
most secret, Tollowing nlan emhrlorment Amy py
medium hombers, CACTUS dash WTTON araa, Youp 241520,
tain CACTU® one sinitle enrine and one V=38 fion
dash total 50 airnlanea, MNaintain CaoTUR daah
medium oomb squadrons dash 26 326 or 25,

Hanile ae
chters and

Fain-

ter aquadron
T area two
be maintained

from reservaa 20PPY which should be 50 persent for fightere
and 25 percent for medium bombars. Attrition at rate of 20
peroent per month for medium bombers and 50 Percent per month

for fiphtera, Above in no way reduces total
fishters and medium bombers Sopac area which has been
viously renorted as 7 squadrons fipghters and
medium bombers, Comgensopac has by hand,

28 0215 CTF 8 to CINCPAC

(
This is part 1 of 2 parts from CTF 8, My 1500
IONGVIZY, securely held, puarantees our northern flank
its loss to the enemy oould cause irretrievab)e harm,

enemy commitments elsewhers rive us comnlete freedom of

(Continued on next page) |

Tequirenant
pre-
4 squadyrona

)9 September,

and
While
actlion
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SECRET
Qotober

PIXNK
{7CT)

28 0?15

2R 0225

28 1735

CTF 8 to CI'ICPAC, ({(Continued)

in tha ALT'TIAMT asaurine the impresnability of I.oTAVIE. .
shonld he our ovrimary aim, 1f and when enemy commitrents |
clrawhere sast aufficiently it 1s insonceivable that the

enemy will endure our constsnt «1r attaoks upon Pl KA with-

out counter motion., The axpansion of our ponition in the

middle ALETTIANS by the ocoupation of AV'LET and the cream-

tion of air fields there must he a further invitation to

early enemy reaction to these new middle AL-TTIL..: hapnan-

ines, ly 150039 Jeptember recommended full strength triang-
ular division, Due to non availability more troops the con-
ference with DeWitt and Suckner nroduced m compromise ac-
cepting 2 combat teams inatead of the 3 which were wy original
and 5till preferred figcure. <Jominch despatch 027120 stated
Joint Chiefs of S¢aff considerad 11,000 adequate. .Army will

now have 9200 at LONGVIXY on October 30 of which 3100 Are
Infantry, 1297 field artillery, or one comhat teum nlus ad-
ditionAal artillery. After that date the oocupsation of AITILET

by 4200 troops has priority in local Army »lans, Tlart 2
Tollowsa,

ZTF 2 to CINCPAC, Part 2 of ahove despatch.

This is part 2 of my ?R0O?15, This situation does not meet

the local Army-lavy comnromise mereement. does not meet

number troops anproved by Joint shiefs of Staff, is one third
the number of comhet teams orizinally resommended, snd one

half the numher of comhat teams mentioned as basis of agree-
ment in De¥itt-Theohald conference. Eventually L NGVIEX gar-
rlson is to be reenforced by additional infantry regiment,
Firmly believe that primary position of LOMGVIIN in ALATEA"
altuation should be recosnized by bringine the defenase forge (
at that nlace to mccepted streneth baforas initiatine AT 12T
operation. Adenuate ground troops at “JNINVIEY far more viteal

to LONGVIEN defense then m second or dispersal air rleld 55
miles away which is all that AM LET means to YIVNINYIEY §n a
military sense, Two, Due to reduced numbers of nlsnes in

Army souedrons, the Alaskan Alr Foroe, instead of being rein-
foroed as recommended in ny 202100 Ceptember, is mctually '
reduced in combatant strength, ieliterate my opinion that wit
less than the minimum ground strensth of two oombat teuma at
LONGVIEXN we oan lose that vital position of the middle .i_EUTIANS
at any time during themse next months whenever e{ther neutraliga-
tlon of Army.air forces or period of low visibility would per-

mit the ensmy to effect the landinpg there, Comtaskforoe A
sendn to Clnopac,

SOLRINCH to CINCPAC, Info COMSOPAC,

Very asecret, Inbreasing use or eneny submarines for socout-
ing and general infomation purposes is indiocated, We do not
appear to be making enough similar use of own sulmarines,
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31 0206

0l 1312

0l 1050

02 1618

PINK

COMSOPAC to COMOENSOPAC, info CO!-?.AI.'L"'OT’AC. CTY 6), °TF w

Handée ag mosat ggg;g;. Request you dispatch earliest
practicable one Army Infantry Resiment reinforced less
ona battalion infantry to CAC™?, Consult Comamphi bfor-
Sopac relative details including transportation to be
furnished by him. Regiment will revort to Comamnhibfor-
sopeo for duty under onrincinle unity of command, Replace-

ment rations a Naval resnonsihility, Compensovaoc has for
action all others are info,

COM30PAC to COMINCH, Info CINCPAC, .

i
Most secret, CTF 17 reports as follows quote HURMET
completely imriobilized asout 1010 GOT 26 by two torpedoes
sterboard side at forward engine room plus bomb hits for-
ward and aft resulting complete loss nower, light, watser,
Thereafter unable reestmslish, Towing operations attempted
by NORTHAMPTON throughout day unsuccessful, Pirest wire
parted, Second cast off due repesated enemy attacks., By
late afternoon damege ac comnlets from these torpedo hits
five bomb hits twn srashed sneny planes ell poasibhilities
towins and salvage operations exhaustsd. In lat 09-41
Long 167-35 two DD's ffred 16 torpedoer at HORNET 9 hits
Tfollowsd by 300 rounds 5 inoh shells to mink her. At 2030
6 DD'a withdrew from area with NHORNET still afloat burning
fieroely for full lensth, Suhsequent air search indiceted
no trace, Inquote, At 1730 CT¥ 17 hed renorted his pro-

nosad aotion to Aestrov with whisnw I conour end whioh 1
had antioinated,

COMBOPAC to CTNCPAG,

This is most seoret, From best information now availahle
re your 010501, Nalmsey talkine, Enemy nlsnes shot down
115 certain, 46 prosmhle total 161, Own losses from ell
causes VF 27, V33 24, Vvr 1) total 64, Personnel losses
from two aireroups 24, Preliminary sut more detailed in-
formation with VoFALL now snrouts by alr to PE&R;,

SOLINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC,

Handle with greatest seocresy. Your 012115 Office of ¥ar
Information states that Associated Press des atch from
NOUMEA dated Ootober 28th passed by Censor there contained
news of loss of ship, News released here with approval

of highest quarters, .- Loss anticipated hut not positively

kno;n here until receipt ofr Halsey 011312 in renly to ny
311800,
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SECRET

November (GCT)

05 1524

06 1345

COMINCH to CIMNCPAC, Info COLSOPAC,

I am »econing disturbed about multinlication of special
commands such as Cormander 3agses Sopac Area when work
done 18 inextricably linked with that of Subcomserforpac,
This is HiCom, Para 2, It seems to me that Comserforpac
should have appropriate number of deputies one of whom
should do much of work Comserfor is now doing thus en-
ahline him to exercise more overall supervision. In case
of Sopac should include all logistic matters including
bases, Para three. Be prepared to discuss these matters
when we meet,

COMEOPAC to DITCPRAC info COMINCI,

Planning and develonment bases this area is a major prob-
lem., Functions of logistic supnly and battle renair and
maintenance provide full lcad for Seronsopac, Under these
circumstances considered essential relieve Comseron of
base development and command, Conditions here such that
promnt action was and is necessary to prevent spread of
chaotic conditions particularly WIIITE POPPY. Your 060217.

COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC.

Handle with utmost secrecy. After consultation with
Admiral Boyd regarding emnloyment of ILTUSTRIOUS in
Pacific Fleet submit recommendastion as to immediate emnloy-
ment in Sopac (Afirm) with present complement (Baker)
necessity of nroceeding to PEARL or other 7.S. Rase for
modifications and outfitting of tormnedo sauadron with

- TBF's, View held here based on Halsey's despatch that

08 2145

09 2107 ©

serviges of carrier urgently required now and cbnsequently
Immediate nroblem is emnloyment of TLLUSTRIOUS if and
when she 1s made available,

CINCPAC to COMZOPAC.

After consultation with Boyd and Towers. ost secret,
Believe neriod of about four weeks at PIARL for equinning
with TS¥'s indoctrination and training is esseatial to
meet the Japs., Do vou consider vour wnresent situabion
will permit this, Cominech 021505,

INOPAC to COMGOPAC, COMAIRCOPAC, ALL TF Co@ CORAC, SOLI3HR,

Excellent. Ultra, Indications that wmajor operation as- :
sisted by carrlier striking force slated to support movement
Army transports to GUADALCANAL, <Jine Third (Carrier
Striking) now proceeding fueling rendezvous near one north
one fifty seven east, Cinc Xlsventh Air Fleet to operate
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09 2107

12 0031

12 2037

(4.
cINCPAC “to COEOPAC, etec.

{Continued)

agalnst CACTUS from Zed minus three days, Hzight fleet

t0 escort Army convoy, Large movement enemy planes to iy
KAHILI base near DUT!M, Striking force to hit CACTUS Zed
minus one day. Army AA Unit to embark eleven November
proceed land CACTUS, Jap sub to attack BLUE plane tender
VANIEORO and NDENI, Zed day not known but research con-
tinues., Alr attacks on CACTUS to be augmented by Army
£ir on Zed Day, All aircraft under command of striking
force probably on Zed minus one day, KEstimate available
combat carriers ZUINO, HAYATAKA, transport carriers HOSHO,
OTAKA, UNYO, but last two have not had combat air groups
asslgned in past, While this looks like a »ig punch I

am confident that you with your forces will take their
measure,

CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMSOPAC,

Further conference with Boyd and Towers on Comsopac
110954. Most secret, Assuming ILLUSTRIOUS reports

direct from Fastern Fleet with complement 36 fighters

15 Swordfish or Albacore. Proposals your 081505, Af-
firm., Require replacement of British planes with Grum-
man TBF, - Baker, U.,S. squadron acceptable but British
pilots with TBF preferred, Cast, Only in view urgent
need indicated by Halsey consider carrier could he
equipped and personnel indoctrinated at Sopac hase pro~
vidlng necessary planes avallahle there. Para. Should
point out small offensive power this carrier with approx-
imate complement 36 VF 15 VTB, Alternate may include 6
SBD as deck park at cost about 9 VF, Para, In lessened
urgency or if British Atlantic carrier furnished it should
definitely equip and indoctrinate at FPearl or U.S. Base,
This would be much more efficlent considering minor but
eagentlal modlfications necessary in ship and in British
planes. Para, DBoyd comments that if INDOMITABLE has large
elevator capable taking SBD planes this ship would bhe in-
valuable in Paclfic operations,

CINCPAC to COMINCH.

Our forces in action with enemy off SAVO ISLAND about
0230 L (~11) this morning, Most details lacking but ap-
parently ATLANTA and JUNEAU damaged and PORTLAND steer-
ing inoperative from torpede hit, At least one enemy
unit sunk and several burning, ULTRA, Enemy relief be-
ing sent from BUIN and hls Zed day postponed, Para,
SEAWOLF unable to catch carrier off PALAU,
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SECRET
November (GCT)

17 1255 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC CINCLANT QPNAV,

Lo Utmost secret. Begin. CinCLant direct WICHITA CLEVE-
- LAND SUWANNEE SANGAMON JENKINS MURPHV RADFORD WALLER

' ‘ CONVAY proceed Panama preferably hut not necessarily

in one group as soon as they can be made ready. Also

. CHENANCO when other destroyers assigned Pacrlt are

o available for escort. Upon arrival Panama report

S Cincpac for duty, Advise expected departure dates,
Para, Cincpac send BOGUE and CARD to Lantflt as early
as practicable, Present intention assign BOISE to
Lantflt and keep lant modern cruiser strength up to

6 including those shaking down by holding MONTPELIER
until BOIEE ready. Opnav informed.

22 2241 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC.

Most Secret. Your despatch 220120 indicates plan for
relief lst Marine Division. KIWI "C™ will soon be in
POPPY, Your despatch 210436 indicates command relations
CACTUS not yet settled. 1In order that I may have infor-
mation required for own planning and as basis for repre-
sentation to higher authority request early advice your
plang for following based on forces now available to
you. A, Rellef of Marines at CACTUS, B. Final command
organization- CACTUS indicated your despatch 210436,

C, Commander CACTUS after relief 1lst Marine Division.

D. Commander CACTUS after relief all Marines. E. Com-
mand -organization and Base Commander POPPY after ar-
rival KIWI "C" and departure American Division. Also
request your plans under A, to E. above based on 25th
Division Army being made avallable to you with first
Echelon of 1 reglmental combat team ETD PEARL November

25 followed by 3 other increments ETD PEARL December
6, 15, and 31.

23 0032 COMINGCH to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC COMSOWESPAC MACARTHUR.

Treat as ultra secret., Chief of Staff Army has by
hand for info. Army has received urgent despatch from
MacArthur "Is 1t possible to give me some Naval support
for the North coast of NEW GUINEA, My submarines on
east coast are no longer available, operational control
having passed to South Pacific. PT boats would be in-
valuable in existlng situation. If nothing can be done
pPlease let me know at once as the Increasing enemy Naval
pressure may force me to revise my plan of campaign".
Para. 2. Return 6 submarines to operational control of
- - Comsowestpac area., Para, 3. Place at least 6 prefer-
R ' ably 8 PT boats at disposal of Comsowespac area for
b . NEW GUINEA operations pending arrival of boats assign-

ed to Sowestpacfor which depart Cenal Zone about mid 904
December. Para. 4, Carpender pass to MacArthur with I
the suggestion that time could be saved by taking up
coordinating arrangement such as thisg directly with Halsey.




SECRET
24 0330

e5v2330

Nov
COMINCH to CINCPAC

[
¢

This is & reencipherment of Comsowestpac 231113 referred in
our ZUT2 (NPM 5251/23) Which you had to ZPLY correction
ZML1 begins ,., Handle this as super secret.. Priof recelipt
cominch 230032 L had no knowledge MacArthur's despatoh,

At 0600 Love (-11) 23r4 3 submarines staticned directly
assist defonse northeast coast New Guinea namely off Cape
Ward Hunt, 1 off GASMATA and 1 north TROBRIAKD enroute
VITIAX. MacArthur was informed of thia on 19 November.
From Comsowsspacfor actiocn Cominch. In addition 3 subs
south NEW IRELAND and 3 west and south BOUOAINVELLE
directly assist in defense NEW GUINEA. Consider contine
uance present method operational control subsarines under
Soupac 1increasea flexibility and permits more adequate
defense NEW GUINEA than would be accomplished by asslgmment
of 6 submarines this asrea. Prior to start of BUNA campalign
L explained to MacArthur that because most authentic
navigational in formation shows that draft in excess )2 feet
cannot proceed deyond Cape MNELSON towmard BUNA and because
of inaccurate charts destroyors cannot be sent via this
passage beyond Cape NELSON from MILNE BAY. T further
explained that surface forces could not be sent into thia
géneral area north of the TRORRIANDS unleass adequate air

cover was avallable. I concur that PT boats are required
at earliest date ,

CCMINCH to CINCPAC. -

Handle with utmost aecrec;. Contemplate taking up with
Army practicabllity relief by Army of Marine Corps ground
and air units now on garrison or defense duty in SAMOAN

and HAWAIIAN AREAS, If such rellef wers effected follow-
ing would result: AFIRM. 2 reinforoed infantry regiments
would be avallable for azslgnment to First reamphCor as
elements of a new division. BAKER. Release/Bbfense Battaliong
in these areas would permit their assigmment to advanced
zones of action, CAST, This relief of defenseBattalions
would obviate necessity for organizetion of new defense

and airdrome battalions in United States as now scheduled.
DOG, Personnel thus saved would be diverted to new dlvision
and advance its availablity to summer 1943, FASY. Release

of defense air groups would permit theipr sassigmment to
offensive operations in other areas. Psrs. Request your
comment and recommendations., MarCorps informed.
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T

CTI 8 to CINCPAC

CTF 8 replylng to Cincpac 2423123, Estimated. total of

7500 to 10000 mlixed ftroops consisting of englneers, const-
ruction, Infantry and artillery on BOODLE., 1 Battallion
82nd Infantry of from 500 to 1000 on JACKROQT. Possible
coast watcher force of about 1C on western end FORMULA.
Same number (10) may be on AL ID in SEMICHI. No other
forces believed on any other islands. Ultra,

CTF 8 to CINCPAC info COMINCH

your 252227, Am despatching surface striking force 2 crulser:
4 modern destroyers at best sustained speed accordance my
260014. 1 cruiser 3 destroyers sent forward from XODIAK
yesterday at best speed to fuel LONGVIEW where other crulser
and destroyer Jjoin. When your ultra secrets recelved
yesterday they were departing KODIAK wilth delayed convey

and were 1mmediately detached from this escort duty., Have
Intenslified alr search to westward and have alerted alr force
for strongest possible air attacks to supplement surface f¥
attacks., Haee alerted alr and Navy at western bases

agalnst possible enemy diversive action advising Buckner of
thls. Only submarine in ATTU area alerted agalnst enemy
approach, Ultra., CTF 8 sends to Cincpac and for info to
Cominch.

CINCPAC to COMINCH

Utmost secrecy. Agree in principle with relief Marine
ground and air units Urdls 25233# to provide amphiblous
troops alrcraft and defense bettalions for further of-
fensive moves. In HAWATITIAN area consider such relilef
should not be made until assured organization of Army
urtl ta permlt present scale and effectiveness of defenses
with approximately same number of troops {about the max-
imum that can be supported on these islands). In SAMOAN
area including PETLOCK agree that relief be effected as
soon as Army can made avallable troons of equlvalent
training and experlisnce to marines now there. It is
recommended Army units for that area also be especitally
organized for the varlouvs tasks to avoid lncrease in
personnel with attendant logistic demands. Para. In
line with basic proposal the assignment 25th Division

to Sopac for use CACTUS would make available almost
lmmediately one Harine Amphibious Division for further
off'ensive action.

[de]
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JOINT CHIEF OF STAFF'S to CINCPAC, COMSOPAC,COMSOWESPAC.

This from Joint Chiefs ofstaff to Clncpac, Comsopac,Comsowes-
pac area. Carpenter pass to MacArthur. Nimitz pass to
Emmons. Halsey pass to Harmon. Para 1. 25th Army Division
1s assigned to Sopac area and will proceed to WHITE POPPY,
Para 2. 1st Marine Division 1s to be relieved without
delay, as assigned to Sowespac area and wlll proceed to
AUSTRALIA for rehabilitation and employment. The purpose

of thks transfer 1s to provide an Amphibious Division

for the future formatlon of an Amphibilous Forceto carry

out amphibious operations under the commander Sowestpac area.
Para 5. Halsey arrange with MacArthur details of transfer
lst Marine Division., Chief of staff Army and Comdt Marine
Corps informed.

CTF 67 to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH, CINCPAC.

Comtaskforce 67 reports opened fire on four ships be-
lieved transports at CAPE ESPERANCE, Hit and fires were
geen, 3ix minutes later three and perhaps four heavy
crulgers struck by torpedoes believed fired by destroyvers
and submarines, Since then have been unable communicate
with other shins, MNORTHAMPTON burns total loss. Belisve
PENSACOLA same NEW ORLEANS proceeding to TULAGI 5 knots
MINNEAPOLIS same with bow »lown off three firerooms
flooded believe HONOLULU all right, No information of
destroyers,

CTF 67 to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC, COMINCH, COMSQOWESPAQ.

At TULAGI are followlng: TPENSACOLA torpedo hit and severe
fire damage aft, NEW CRLZANS bow blown off back to

number 2 turret, DIIRKIING, MAURY assisting avove ships
undamaged, MINMNEAPCLIS as previously reported. LARDNER
and LAMSON are with Tisdale and undamaged., No further
word of NORTHAMPTON, FIETIHER and DRAYTON reported
separately by FLETCHER. 1 Jap cruiser seen to blow up

and it is known additional Jap ships were destroyed as
well as others damaged. Am collecting data., Last Il
number received was 604. Am unaonle decode messages in
erypto channels 7 and 19, Jan guard Task Yorce Commanders
circuit only.
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COMINCH to CINCPAC, COMSOPAC.

To be decoded by Nimitz and Halsey only. Ultra High Command.
Para 1. Final decision cancelling AOLA BAY project in CTF

62 260458 brings to climex my uneasiness of several weeks
duration leat we continue to use up our fighting strength in
virtual "Frontal" operatlions such as are involved in expillsion
of enemy from CACTUS which if followed in principle throughout
CACTUS-RABAUL area will keep us busy for years. Para 2,

It seems to me that there are now -- see my 291906 =-- adequate
Army troops in Sopac to garriscon CACTUS and secure airfield
there and "contaln'" enemy forces which should enable us not
only to withdraw First but also Second Marine Division latter
for unge in seizure of enemy pogition furthsr northwest in
SOLOMONS preferably one where enery has airfield. Para 3,
Conception sketched in preceeding pare looks to "Flanking
operation” relative to CACTUS by seizure of enemy base used
for operations in support of CACTUS whereby latter be made
untenable for enemy and what 1s more important enables us to
get on with the job of clearing enemy from SOLOMONS-RABAUL,
Para-4. Request your comment on vremise that next step will
be done by Afirm Comsopac Baker Comsowespac.

CINCPAC. to COMSOPAC,

For Admiral Halsey only from Cincpac. Utmost secrecy enjoined.
I conterplate making following reply to Cominch 301915. Quote.,
Aim In complete accord as to necessity for readying our amphib-
lous troops preparatory to pushing along the SUSAN area, I
asked for the 25th Division so that it could relieve the
Second Marine Diviston. Halsey 1s relieving 1lst Marine Divisior
with fmerican Division from POPPY. I had not contemplated
that the lst Marine Division would join Sowestpac for 1 esti-
mate that provided we have the necegsary Naval and Alr superl-
ority we will require at least 2 Dlvisions to capture BUIN
{(The nearest enemy base with an alrfield unless he bullds one
at MUNDA or REKATA). Para. As the 1lst Marine Division can
hardly be ready until 1 Mar. there will continue to be a phase
in which CACTUS remains an area of strong contentlon. All
indications point to continued enemy moves to land reenforce-
ments there and I belleve these will include at least one

more major effort. Also during this period we must develop
CACTUS-RINGROLT as a secure Naval and Air base from which to
launch our offensive. The foregoing plus the ALEUTIAN situation
stresses necessity for much stronger land sea and alr forces
than are 1in sight for the Pacific, I urge immediate action

to obtain them. FPara. I strongly recommend that Task 2 in
the SOLOMONS 3SEA area be revised to provide that Comsopac
continue to command the forces which will extend control up
the SOLOMON CHAIN. T estimate that the bulk of the Pacific
Fleet will continue to be required and I consider that a
change of command of these forces which Halsey has welded into
a working orgznization would be most unwise. Para. Unguote.
Request early corment.
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COLCOPAC to COMTQWENDPAC . MagARTIMIR, Info :rnc“azi STHINIH,
During operations of allied forces in the CATTIT-RIMNG LLT
area on 8 August & warning originated by the coast uatcher

on CUGAINVILLE informed our forces of an impending Jap air
attack, The timeliness and comvleteness of the warning was
nf ineatimable benefit and enabled our vessels to take Dproper
defensive nositions in the repeat in advance of the atteck,
Please express to the Coastwatcher my deep apnreciation and

that of the officers and men engaged in the subdject opera-
tion, iell done,

COMINCH to CO!TOPAC, lnfo COMAIKCOVAC, CULSWPAS, CLHCIal,

Your 020400 information my 271320 as to fighter »lanee which
are part of cargo of ocertuin ships was given to show status
end locatlon of replacements command to let you know anout
when and by what transnortation those nlanes are due to ar-
rive in norts indicated. Para 2. BSreakdown of cargoes
ranorted my 271320 es follows: ZLI®RY has ¢ Pja'a& 2L others,
GOODHUE 9 P38's, Lee 9 P3R's=, WINGATE 2 P3R's, STEELY #
P38'a, 1 other, LANE 9 P3At's, 8 otherr, ASIT 6 P3B'e, 8
others, VALE B P3R”'g 28 others, Para four, Leary pass to
MacArthur, Para, 30, Your basic recommendationa are fully

understood by me and are under considerstion of the Jar
Nenartmant,

COMINCH to CINCPAC and Info oommands conoerned,

Prospects for organization of additional raider hattalions,
your 010309, for present appear limited to: (A) Organiza-
tion of a 3rd ralder battalion at STRAW from CADRE" of 2
officers and 25 men each transferred from lst and 2nd raider
battalions with remainder of personnel recruited from units
of defense force STRAN without replacementa, (B) Establish-
ment of ralder replacement training detachment on West Coast

in October, personnel asjout 200, Maroorps advised. Your
comment recuested,

CTF 16 to CINCDPAC Info CT® 62,17,18, COMSOPAC, COMINCH, CTrl.

The present of a fast battleshin in task force 16 during

past several weeks and particularly durine ection on 24 August
was a distinct asset because of her demonstrated fire power
against attacking airocraft and her inherent strenath against
poesible surface contacts. From vomtaskfor 16 action inepac,
Reoause of. slirht deflolency in speed and accelsration and
slight inherent slownercs in starting a turn the station of

the NORTH CAROLINA in oruising disnosition and partiotlarly

in tight soreenins disposition during air attacks should be

down wind from carrier as was the case on 24 Aug with thonduqh-i
ly satisfactory results.
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04 2027 CTF 8 to CINCPAC,

PRINILOFF move by Jepa would be totally contrery to their
technique of advance to date and contrary to sound stretegy.
“uch an outlying base for them flanked from JUT H AL Wi
and susject to r peated bomhing attacks from COLD RAY
MNAK and NAIHsupnorted 88 necessary by P-38's using
belly tanks for approach flights would always be difricult
if not impossible to Bupport loristicelly and could quiokly
be rendered untenable to enemy, DPRIVIIOFF airfield of
little use to ALT'TIAN air operatlions while NATAY ;_ug*q
Tield will oce of preatest aid as It orovides additiona
field in direct line of operetions nomeibly fog free in an
area of constantly shiftinge local visibility conditions.
NAZAN hould he given highest possible ovriority consistent
with earliest noasalble consolidation of FIW "LAZY, At
present stage of FIRWTLACT move ¢an not epsre cruiser
escort for PRISILOFF operation which is so ecoentric to
VIREPLACY as to mean withdrawel of some crulsers from FIl:%.
PLACE operation. Covering FIREPLATY mnd MAZAN 1- mingle
operation., At least 4 destroyers antisubmarine screen
desirable in close supnort of dischareine crujsers at
PRISILOFFS mnchored in open sea for davs, 2 destroyers are
ample at NAZAN, Weather may seriously hamper and lensthen
period of discharpe at PRIRILOPRS, I PRITTGFY move
decided upon recommend that priority be given “IRZ7LAL
which has inadecuate surface naval support et present
against eny move in force by enemy and thet risk of Pal3]-

LOFF move be mccepted with 2 destroyer antisumarine
screen and no crulser escort,
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somtien CACTUS to COMSCPAC, My 041510, 042201, Twelve
cflcers anl 226 members crews LITTLE 3:EI7RY rerorted
rescued, knemy force conglgtel of at least cne crvdaer
twe TL. lorntnc osatrel af clted 15 larce landtne V.oats
eacl, carryln; atout 70 men a-proaching nortiwest ceast
SASTUS,  Strafed boents sunk three, Ped 'Cs attacied them
with bormbs and 11 ht 'mach ' ne -uns, Avroenred - conise
many prrsonnel cascalties, 3PBLs strafed ' omted bLeats on
teach., lPelleved to have destrorel severml of them, frne
toat was destroyed by bembin -,

26 twin enslne bombers covered by 20 zeres spproached
pesition at 1245, This was secend alert ant onily seversl
fighters reached proper sltitude. These tntercepted
planes dropped bombs 10 miles westwarcd LT 3a Pelnt, 7w
borbers one zero stiot down. Cne F4F4 rissing *iiree
damaged. Cne pllet w inded, Cne additieral F4F4 and
pllot lost during boat strafine operations,

CCHMTASKIOR 8 to JGINT CHIEFS C° STAFRF

After consideration reneral Fuekner and 1 Jointly recormend
nizainat ADAK occupation TANAGA for purposes of nosnitle
diverslon rcference para 3 cormineh £11°30 of Atyrust,  Yhen
FIREPLACE positlon ennsolidated witgh Fambine and fi{-hter
nlanes operatins therefrom the establialimert of {orce at
TATATA and creation bomber eirfleld we ld be hichly Jdesirs
uble and rext lorical move in ALaSIAl sampalrn,  $tw
troops ant equipnent for TALAIA mssertled ot FIHEPLACE

and contlnual observatlicn sea conditions 'n TA' Ajh Fay

can occupy this place by Infiltration usin: pertod of
fovorable weather and sea to effect short naul frem FINE-
FLACE. liove would be covered at all times by cloze alr
snioport fror FIREPLACE svoplerented by required Kaval
screening forces, With such an operation ' tontemplat!on
1t anpears highly undealrable to evidence intereat in
TALAGA 1n advaricoe thereof
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05 0626 COMZQPAC to CINCPAC & info Commands Concerned,

Refer Cominch 031313 and Cincpac 042210 nature of opera-
tion and enemy infiltration tactics make additional raider
~hattalions necessary, Strensth of defense force STRAW
should not be diminished, Ureently need 2 divisions APD's
whose value for island warfare has been proven. ¥hat is
status of APR'S, Info radio deliver Comgen STRAYW

06 2246 CTG 2,9 to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH, CINCPAC,

SOUTH DAKOTA struck uncharted 35 foot ninnacle bearing .321
true from MALINOA 1light distant 5.5 miles, This an extension
to lead in AYMPIXTAIIT passage., Ixtensive contamination with
salt water of fuel and Teed water bottom tanks, Divers re-
port numerous dents and several holes. Largest 2 saquare feet
in outer skin between frames 32 and 90 starhoard side. Now
serious leakage several inner bhottoms principally dus dis-
placement sea connections. No apparent derangement pro-
pulsive machinery except clogging 1 condenser. Anticipate

no difficulty maintaining 20 knots, UWo vibration observed.
To accomnlish estimate about 2 weeks in dock. Ready for sea
morning local 8th, Recommend proceed PEARL that date, DD
escort recommended during daylight local 8th and DD escort
last 24 hours prior arrival PEARL,

07 1020 COMSQPAGC to CTF 17 Info COMAIRSOPAC, CTF 18, CINCPAC.

Your 070212 and 070834, Your attention is called to my
030736 NPM number 573 which gives vou entire freedom of
movement. In order that I mav be sure vou have reference
I have had it repeated for you, &y suggestion is that you
move east of APRICCT WITOW line at good speed.

07 0217 CTT 17 to COMTOPAC, Info COMAIRSOPAC, CTF 18,

My 070212, Analvsis of DF contacts this area and HORNET
contacts past 24 hours warrant following conclusions. Afirm
pregence of large task force in geogranhical area 10 to 15
degrees south 164 to 165 degrees east known to enemv, BRaker
anoroximately 9@ enemy subs this area, Para, In absence of
imnortant targets consider current directive unduly restrictive
and unnecessary hazard., To heavy shins unnrotected by
adeouate number DDs as screen, Para, Toreging situation will
be accentuated unon return Task force 18 this area. Para,.
?ecommend Afirm task forces operate within 300 miles radius
CACTU® south lat 8 and east long 160 east and in southeast

direction as necessary to guard CACTUS JUTTON APRICCT TTTON

' lines. Baker, Provide two LDS »er heavy ghip as soon as
practicable. Cast. +rovide larze number anti susmarine type
vessel to hunt subs this vital area,

912
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06 2040 STT 8 to COUGKI ALDSE =7 I L7t and

info com.:ands congerne

Based on dischareine rate nt 1229 'LACE of 1200 tons anily
nresent vessels there should e discharced )y “eotember 1)
completing first nhase, Assuming vessels could ar-ive at
FIREPLACE as snon as thelr discharve can commence increqcnts
of second nhase could be discharsed by followlne dater oased
on your carpo estimates for ench colon 1lat ent 'L, 2nd
Sovt 30, 3rd Uect 8, 4th and final Ostooser 17, “our L ADS
L. ‘ichardson 052378 lmnrover nravious time schedula st
fottleneck now appear.. to je tranenorte und londine timos st
noints of denarture, Desire to heln, if -08sisle, Ia there
an¥thines further that ran e done to assist In zaving time
so vital to success of whole onera*inn., adio atations
deliver,

OC L5010 SONGEN ALLASKAY WP T STUALSLY

dlnece gendines ry QUOLLD prortve !l followtin: “pe= i LY Yoot
recelved UGHSWF% from S7F 7 matlftnte- 11 SRR A LI ¥s
marrisonine Pribllofs witeh windral Uitttz copnovred PRSI

I7 e (Buskner) a~ree w'th Theolal! ar! A R R A

to "ritilafs wlil Le carsel.ed “eaenq Pelet -urriqn“ ity

.
to atiia as srevinealy slanved end sarashrane, [ oreoLtet o+
)

cewitt o savins would mot ororar Prit tlafig b ot ta eteg b
velt menl loges Polnt ocarrtaer te wrtip, at later nte
conterrlate seniln - garrlaon 5t Panl,

VouLbh JCUS0RAS TC Tls TUTTCON, CAITVS et TUTC GOy S TN, e

Comalrsopas nass thly to O3 IT7 ClL. iv1ler caos e oterl o te

Gorenbone an?' €3 CaAlTUs whr s te azttnewledoe,  Cermeat 18
has, 11 the atove are actlc: udiresanes, 23 50 Pal @G- [T
other adriressees info, xrn“ womzonnn,  dlan ! or ernloveere
Suby 1 and 1d ard Sth and il venstrnotion ‘mr?ul‘rrq Trilowa:

aflrm cencrally Sub 1 anl Cth Jonatroctfen mattallen ot

Caztrs hinrbolt, Comeub 1 reonrt to ©7 SAZTS ko cerpanitr.
officer advanced naval tonse CAJTUS LI0 0017 Tty e e

and £th Senst. Bn, move from DUTTON Yo CALSTTS IRl ws
required latter place, Teospltal nntt Sud 1 eatad 11sh, at

SUTTCY, Faker cenerally Cub 13 ard Tty Lorat Progt BT TONL
-ub 13 vwnload an? estat1ish sterace anml

ferrariin: rarp ot

CEITE 20PPY,  Ferward mateptal oor reroenrel o RFUTTON erle
aa rrovired latter nlace, Jernault ocaff lnamaorne 1 titg

respect. After eatabllal ment stnrnce and carp st TOINE POErY
“orizub 15 nroceed to PUTTCN an! renort .9 MTTON, anter optea
cipal ef unity of bowwnqu, ag comranviin: af 2 giver re
naval bage TUTTON,  fleaplrtal unte Imt 12 vemaln UL POiaY
Nt Perther orders,  Cast for sutidnnae thla ocesyopnd
clnal g earta¥diasbed ther pi-go

te

“rine

P

stherer~e e ~nl enge bty
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{CCIGCPAL Continued)

tannot be maintained, Prrgercrel and muterial -miat oo
where o3t needel, Jenault Camaopas ataff freelc trila
recard wnt conault Jomairsoenas relative Jud oavtation
reracnnel and matertcl and censtrmaties avtortar cantdo

Lufese  Losy Then Inltlated armarmestton gottatttlay
shoanrteoot wlill b undler Dopnut 150 Tr R T Ittfer o v leg
A ET Ened Ltave fasy. Cencub 1o oand Cemest Y0 o iete
carle recorenlutlons Tor o leveleovment reareecstos Voaen
) Jﬁzuso:VAc via Yase ocerver lers an o Jemnt raoman, T
Torelloved of a1l dntles 'nocannens Ton w1ty .

g TAISOHP TO JCISOPAT TUTC TCUVINGCH TINTELD atc,

Urdis C70350 asaemblin-~ 5 offlcers 20C ernltatel ATED faw
transfer Sopac fa;trang nfter .5 Jent, als ol errs
and 1200 enllsted avallatle 3an Jle o otout U7 (-,

Parachutizts for lat Jdiv svalletle tnltinl rute 5O wer

vecy besinnins 1 Cet, Further replucement will te sent
s avallatle and required, Jomment rcguieste i on earLy
prooran of withdrawoal of FXF officers excess 1n rany te
rect urient needs 1.5,

STaoPal 10 COLBOPAC INFC COLIL

combat te

of auxi tha
worts
at difeccttion

ers osugs

SCUINGCH TO CINSPAS TUFC 2/ VGOPAZ

Thls nart ) of 2 nart riessnce, Part 1 '3 Yeln: transmic
a9 U704 and 072040 ar! nart U 'g beln tranarttted as

(\— o

shki N

ted

ol Nith reforence Secnav secret letrer App!l L0 1d.,
SU?fﬁﬂt ‘nlted ntions opevattana I Pezifrlc theater,
wenineh has aprrovel deletlon oarsirrach 10 {2) of 'trecttoe

to CinvPacific Ccenn areas and *a recomrending seratitut

of the followinrs: . mote 1G 7 (1 'n the exerclae nf armeaps.

over armed forces which tiie New Ze.land rovernment hos
aasl-ned, or may asal-n, for the loacal lefrrar oF llew

~enland, the lew Zealand Cihlefs of 3'6ff w'll tr tle e
throush which aueh loeal chrmrand 's axerniied, 1073 *3a

tnformed. . uote (2) 1n the exerclse of cormman! the nrinm
clnles of corrmand as set forth in “aruaicranh 14 -7 Wl 2
are anplli: ah‘e. wiote (3} with rroard te the nrsaibie
movenent ol Lew Zealand forces oul of wew cealand terrt-
torr, the following by the U 3 Chlefs of Staff to the
presldent i1s self explanatory:

ton

.

» om o
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’ (£~ rere-
tiony in the Pucifizc Coonn arraa) male to the oreat tone
ag ¥ 5 Commander In Chief are audlect to peviey o
Tro= the standnoint of Lilcher =nlitiapl semal ferattong
ar:’ o to reference by him to the Pactlz Mar loponl in
faanincter when necessary,  Jhe Interests o0 the st -y
vwhoss forces or viose lund ~csgessions P
‘notrese nllliary operatlons ore fupther aufe ol e U
the mewer enct, natleon retatng te refune the R
Yortes for oany nrelJect whlch 1t acopatilerg e it 0 e

2240 Quote prencsals of the V5 Thiefs 67 Srtatf (fer
*

VoL
ot

robe Y

- o= .
wrcte the Dew dewland iovernment Yas nodeccre !l cran e
trndothe matter 1o Yeln s teferred to “nlte ] Sonrtey Jotes
Shiefe of Stalf, whose ceonturresnac 1n exsente !, sl
Part 1, Gefer to thts wa Sestnoh Dol
i Part & of © pert messsce, oow dealarnd invepnrment i

azcepntineg nodifleatlor neinte? eus o
reservattong st te barne T st

t
(1) S
arer o coninnent oo of Trittah e (o) Tt e ree
e tnelr mL e east Tereean,  {2) " .

“lr forer cemdoments Coar o {R) otratels osoorae s
canadn, (V) Yew Loalund sovn lrens Uy e Tnlted Ve,
() Songnltation = th the Ir'me Vinlater 1o frw eniend
L7 reilred for future rmevermerta, hoen seprevel !y
Unlted Statas Jolnt Chiefa of S5taff chan-e ta lor 0 've
Lo Cinld Paclfle Ccenn arcag w'l1 Yo 1asucd, s o
altoessage,  oofor fc Lict3 ona we=ftneoh OLL4,
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09 1215 ZCUAIRTOPAC to 20UUCPAZ info ZTCDAT

ivt e

vomeud ONE from CACTU™ recommends “AMTL LNA aroceed thare
soon as nossihle and unlnad, <omeen TATT'C 0R0251, In that
shin 1s 700 bundles merston and 1200 rolls sommerfield rats,
3000 drums aveas, Toth gus and water t ankage, ‘owar shovel,
All urgently required, Zu> 'NT executive has ver! ~ied locel-
ly, Lstimated 4 ‘ays reauired to unload vor<ine 2l hoursa,
‘s will nut on hoard some miscellanaous ar..1-ment ragontly
requestad, Yoreroine seems rood colution iIf unloadine time
accentahle and I econcur, ™ro-osale my 077006 boecome alter-
naotives, 9 nlanes crashed veaterday atterintine to use
CACTUS field whioh today Nednesday is prasticnlly { .orern-
tive, <Situmtion serious and auick amoction necessary,

08 0935 Z014AEN 1at MARDLY, to 2TF 62, Info TCITNDAS

- e dh

Urdis 070348, Joets landed vicinity P003f (not “inepwuc
G-id), 3 miles west of U.PL & DHIWISEZ, Jap foree thourht
possibly 1000, Infomation of streneth and exact locat.ion
eine rathered by Joast .atcher, Area ~letant » doyvs,
liovement by trail not feasl le for forces with neceasary
arns, lIntend to attuck ms soon 88 AL's or other suitwmole
water transnortation nade availa le to this division,
{alders and pera troops made attnck at TALVU todny, Full
rgnort on their return., 1ln view this move no further nction
elns taken your 031652 nending conference your arrivual,

0% 2030 SOMINGH to S1Nu'Ac Info viha OPAG, JOlby U obee

oa oy
Y P abhwe

Cincovee 062015 Karcorps directed to comnly my 031313, He-
nlacements for personnel assi~ned reider hattalion from .nits
In S5TRAY will be made at time transfer isa offaected (anout

1 December} if situation warrants, Latest (stimates on
comnletion dates for A™R's {referred to in Zonminch serial
(11500 of July 23 1942 ae APZ's) are as followa “ertember

dash 23 October dash 20 Novem%“er dash 7 total n.mber involved

50, %stimate ? -onths from date comnletion for mrrival on
statlion Sopae,

10 0202 CO'ITEOTTATRON to NIMCDAR Adnfo “SoriNnNcH,

Jomwestseafron orisinates, RIC YMono nars to linenac for
action, VX "Yasin pass to Cominech for info., From General
DeWitt., PFollowing 1s paraphrase of nersonal renort from
Commanding General Alaska Defense Commnand on FI' “ULACE
Cperation: Aupust 26th one Army reconnaissance foroe landed
from submarine in ¥UILIV Rav ADAY Iglend, Aurust 27th one Army

i

(Continued on next vpage) 916
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skl N

SCIWESTSEAFROL (Continued)

reccnnalssance force landed from sub-arine at S5IAJAL ay.
ieconnalssance ferce on ADAK otbserved one enemy alncle
motor float plane on Awruat 27th, Plane reed fror
linrtheast to Seuthwest and return but annarently 21 ot
observe our reconnalssance force. .c ot:er reyorta ~f
evemy ohservation or units, Inttial ‘arrtson trarscarte
en TELL.  Sall MIBTEL and FHANCHE arrived K'TUK bay Aunnlat
S0th. «ll treops landed cn that day, 'mloadin. af
transnorts completed September Cth, Tranps th's ‘rore-
ment conslat of one Infantry re:inment less rne bat:allor..
(ne autlaircraft i-un battery., “hree uwrtialircraft ante-
matlc weapons hatteries., Cne antialr~reft searcerliont
battery, One battery coast artiliery LU militneter ~an,
Une btattery fleld artillery 105 millireter Fowitzer, (me
tattery fleld arttllery 75 millimeter narr, Feorce heads
quarters., Alreraft warnin- plutenng, ew! S%ction came
nlemort, One battalion aviati~n en:irecers less one
conpany and two platoons quarterraster Terps company
arrived vie barce Au-ust 31st., Total -arrie-n now ashore
conslsts of 174 officers and 4372 enliated men. Frur
thonanand foot landin- strin exnected te he ready for
oreration 3eptember 15th. End paraphraged,

CCLANPHRCHSOPAC tn COL.SOPAC
'd by Comsopac to CIlucPa

“he sltuation forecast ir vour 100725 «nd n':htly hom-
bardment CACTUS-RINGEOLT indicates urgent need for
several PacFlt svbmarines tiut area, If these are
recommend SoWesPac submarines cperate on 1ine NEW

GEOIR3TA ISLAND - MANLING STRAIT,

sent

COUSGPAC to CINCPAC

Thls 13 for Admiral Nimitz frem Somsopac, Assume your .
(091344 refers onl: tc combatant naval forces whlch s e (
orzarized as of 11 September as follows units designated
83 indicated In PacF1lt Con notice 18CH-42 dated Aug, 8¢
Tesk Force 17 Rear Adriral Nurray in HORKET, LCRTH
SACCLINA Cruisers Rear admiral Good in NCRTHANPTON,
PLISACOLA SAY _IEGO and lesron 2 plus DALE, HYTFES and
YALXE at present abaent on escort assisnments will be
ordered Joln Taskfor 17 a3 snon as practicable. Tagk
Force 18 Reer Admiral logyes in WASP Crulser Rear ‘
Admiral Scott in SAN FRAI'CISCO, SALT ¥ OITY, HELENA,
JITEAU and Desron 12 1less WCODWCRTH and NCCALLA »nlus
CLARK last named temporarily absent sscorting.

(continued on next nare)
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12 1152 QulS0Pal to CINCPAC {Continued}

Task Frrces 17 and 17 tovether camnrise Tas: Ferce 61
inear admiral Noyes, Task Force €2 itesrr .d~iral Turner
Transdivs £ anad 10, Tranasdiv 12 Irgs CALECUY GHE S CRY
LITPIE. Transdiv 2 less ALMAACK HAX¥IS. Trensliv 4
Jeas PLOCYCH and ALCYCKE plus ALCHIFA, Fellowirn: unilts
of winren 2: Comlnron & in HOPrINS, CANFE TREVER,
SCUTHARD, HOVEY. Transdivs of  ask orce G2 are cr.-ani-
zed inte Olve 'n accord my sporoved ifsoatedl 1704] f
Avoruat, Tasik Force €3 .ieur almiral leclaln 2VRTISS,
LaCHIVAC, FACFARLAND, FBALLARD w'th strached m'rcraft,

"nglr FPapn 3 ik £ 34 par T

» ¥
TRAIDED Desdlv 22 nlus FARFASUT VASL Vo3, Comhatant
nnits avallotvle 3oPac area rot asalsved to Tast Forcee
ATLAYTA, HULL, AVINDY, TEIVALN Desdiv 15 leas WIT 50U all
of whiech currently or prespretivels on escort azal -r-
ments but later Intended !n part to au.-mdnt toss ‘orces.
also GalBLE, TRERSE, TRACY currentiv ewplaved in ‘nter=-
tage and alreraft terder excors assi -nments, let 'ne-
sludel ure Tasls Force J1 s congtituted fer return teo
Pearl my O0B0342 sni Tas) Group 2,12 #:tch I 'irten

assl n to Task Porce 12 as zoon as ava'latle, with
Sombatdiv 6 in VASUTNGTCL.,  ACHTILES made uva®latle

< ccaths refit FULOKUY ¢rrmrencine mid Septenber, N(LOMAL
ntilized for snecisl miaslons of stort daratinn.

11 1028 200 ATTTDAS to LAZYTUAL dnfo VU AL STT 61,

At 0500 L (-11) tomorrow laturdn: @it T7ULT LWL depart
ALINCT retirins to “outh,  4All flraule nlunes teke off
dnyli~ht. Those on scarch nroceedins on misalon. .tenalinder
a5 & rroup operate in rpenernl mreo to ‘outh and within o0
rniles APKITCT, If no threetenin, cneay contoct recelved
from search nlanes by (830 i (-11) Task troun 63,5 laeas
search nlanes return APRIZCT, 48 tenlacerent am sending

one nlane from TTTCH forenoon tomorrow call 4L6V35, A
second plane call 45V35 will arrive after completing search
sector 5, ieturn any ? rour nlane crews via VLi.liaAlli,
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13 0933
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SCWINCIH TC CINCKAC SCUSOPaS INFC COM 1. 3

It wtll bLe possible to ermtary 1 Ar-y merlrmrnt.l trriat
rean ol 43rd tnfuntry divis'an g reximate stren tY o000
Ir. stch & nmanner as to premit Hreot poaoattine te Wtee
Popnr oor dlveralon by veu enrcute, Lotlmute thiicn
ment ready depart V.3, earl: Cotelrr, Adviae 19 0
roltfloatton In loadine army unita anesi el o e
01040 Aurust desired by vou,

.
‘l

3

— e

SofS 7.5.A. 1ulorme !,

Comairsopac to COMTOPAC Info TINCDAZ, /1IN,

e ae
PRV

When I laft at 0645 L (-11) todav materinl sftustion—
CTATTIIT OFav except for pas shortare and no l'arston mat,
Parsonnel very tired - no rest at night nccount homward-

ment by surface craft or by dav acsount mir alerts.

FITTON normal, Turner and le7ain at N''PINY,

PROTTS TC U0 SCEAS TUTC IOITUSE TN

Cea Se s

Lreery attacked throusheut rf-ht stplltns =% teedy flari:a
uncd rear of soaltlon, witugls 9 rear maae Tr giper,tl
rerulsed only after severe U oitl-oe, Cartpoot oyl
ropaing un operatlong cantinuel Lhrny sheus tos
caanaltley approximately 0 el 190 wennie L, ey
aead exceeded H0C, At LS00 crulser nn: o —e3 Yoot ended
suyum area 1ittle damuce no cusnaltleos, Lrnmy’ seros
cver ot 0700 0300 and 1745, 4 anhet lown.,
4, Pllot saved, All tires L {-11}.

S.GL.MAR 1at Div to CCMTOPAZ, 3TF 62

. ter

vur losgres

15 0726 /Your L0170, Wy 1L10L5, Enemy struok in three areas,

Cantured operation man indicated attack sent off as ~lanned,
“uceess of either thrust would have given him t emnorary
possession of air field. Thrust at rear was maln effort.
Difficult to determine numberr in niecht attamcks but forces
on rirht flank and rear nroibly exceeded 2006, Fusapect
destruction of ats by airecraft at SAN TORGZ laland and
CAPE WTPEURANCE as causs, At 1200 love (-11) today al.
though numerouas sniners in n~onition patrols to flank and
rear had only one contact, !‘aln effort made along narrow
ridre was stopped by 400 raiders mand paratroops under

Zdson msupnorted by intense artillery fire only after 10
hours hand to hand firhtine durine which our troops suffared
over fifty per cent casualties. >ie have losnt three tanks,

CGur casualties to date are J6) some of which are only
slirhtly wounded,
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14 2247

14 0900

15 0lLh

SINCPAS to SGUOOWESPAS Info SUMINZH. JLLTO Ay o 10T AL

For YacArthur from Nimitz, i'lan to nlace one tender nn! slx
modern submarines under operationnl c¢control Ghormaley, For
haat emnloyment these and In view disnosal of '-n0Ats made

hy Zomineh 131R130 requert that mn ‘-hoats withiiruw you make
availahle for Pacflt sub oneratlons that ~ortion rOUr nron
hounted as follows, On Bouth by lat 237, ‘n west 9. long .
155=% to 1at 11 © thence amlons A line to %nat  npe on
southeast ' "WINIA,  Thence northwest wlong W&, Ul

et afN

coast to lonsitude 14?2 7, Thence north to enuator,

JUUTDAL to STF GL, 65, Inmfo 0 63,17 18, DT L,

v Information indicaters omsisle slAckenin - A affort
aralnet SO0TTT for next des or two while refnforeing troons
ashore for combined reneated attennte, Jonsl.ler snfest
time entrance I..2T"!] next 2 dnys, «t -our !lsc.oetlon sund
nrovided sufficient fuel vessels tranciiv 2 Lo imke trip
in and then out to rendezvous, nroceed 17" remorting
via DD your intention mnd IT. 5A2TUC. . diapatchine
tanker davlight 17th rrid -osit 54370 {iong 160-45 & 1at
20-00 7} to arrive 10 hours » (-11) 18th thence to 'rid
Posit L4390 (Long 160-45 E lat 15-00) mrrivine dn:ileht
next mornine, Will issue further orders to tmnu.ar imse.
on vour intended rmovements

SOLTT PAG to STUWCPAS - T'c¢ 12’10 for ametlon,

in view of questionayle value AU"CLUT @, w Gine=laving
subnarine In enemy viaters due to rreat nolse of mine rear
And vulnerasility of mine tule doors mnd rean~oenlzad “uture
need Tor comzilnatlion rusmarine rafder unilt urnd careo car-
rler rronose converting to Aan o Sy removine nine racking
anuinment welding tude door »lenter nnd {nctalilne bunking
fucilltles to »rovide for nnwrorimately 176 ralders with
enuinment, “uwmarine now at va ¢ Jdue to fuel tank leuke,
Immedlnte annroval desire’ to affect work «{thout celay in
Mavy Vard, No further extensive nltaerations or avy Yard
vwork than removal mine racks weldine mine tune daore and
rehallartine intended for nresent,.
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6ptember (GaT)

15 1905

15 1235

STF ® to TV R Info COVIIMCTT L Tt w

I T L Y

ST

12 R-24%'3 14 =3P'a and 14 Pe30%s condiucted cooriinated

low nltitude %om)ine npe Strefine atte~s on tnet«ll-ti-ne
“ITUA Yarmor and on rhing in haroor and viefnity, losulta:
2 mine sweeners at :iwmarine net sunv, direet iits wnd near
misses on 3 larre carro vesselr, “{te on sever 1l 'mall vene
sels and bareen, lar~e “ires in enn nren nan hase, §

f19nt zero firhters snd 1 eneny ainlane ot down In flumes,
1 Tap 4 engined vatrol nlane >irned on water, J sume;ines
strafed by P-39'c with 37 illimeter MUNB, sStores nemr tock
strafed and exnloded, all instnllatdones around har»or
repeatedly strafed, total enem» casualties estinated at
asout 50C, 1 cnemy zero ené 1 3¢mlane nossionly e.cuped,

Gwn casualties: 2 L_3RY., collided {n ideir end ora.hed
vhile attacklng zero firhter, soth pllots nicsine, Jobie
taskforce eicht sends, lomineh sinenac Freennn and Greens-
lade all for info, Latter nlease Inform vewitt,

STX 17 to SUNTUPAS,

This supnlements my lst rewort, 155 escortea oy Lol
and ADTRCCT ordered to LEACT et 2915 1 (w105, Lamoce
not serious, novout 17 fuel trnks contarinnted 120,000
fallons unusable, Loavine henvy ofl slieck, ‘livne xilled

2 inJured 3 unmccounted for, G'ARTEN ordered JITTVCN,
Damape localized forward chiefs qusarter:, No cacunltieos,
WASP had 8 fishters and 16 scouts Iin afr., Now on L. NUT
less 1 scout water landed Aloneslde LD,  llot mnd pasa-
seneer belleved recovered, par, /111 send VAP nlmnena
TITTCN today and recover TCRINYT 15 neoouta now there, Parn,
condition WASP anout 1200 . 15 observed “rom mir, ‘wrning
flercely forward of island end slimhtly down oy ow with
list to nort, ‘lelieve shin Yein~ manndoned, lemminder
task force 17 standine by, Tara, Will oparnte north ana
east from TITTOM until comnlaetion fiueline Friday,
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19 0225 CTF 8 to CINCPAC Info COLMONES SEAFRON,

vomtaskfor 8 answera Cincnac 1R0715 with Comnowestsen-
fron info adee, TALCT now at yard RCCK arriving
shortly. Uuprest conversion of these 7 rhipa bagin at
once, Will release DNNT NMNMURUVE auvms Lpamone to
nroceed desienated Weat Comst vard mSout Octoher first
Or a3 soon as noersihle Aftar arrival PN CLOTULYL LAY -
TOM, Am mending WILICT with NC'INLTLY de-arting about
September 20th ms this [*'" in ureent need of atructural
revairs to be returned this forge on comnletion ovarheul,
l'ust also return TAWRTNZT to corwestseafron by Cctoyer
15th, Am having conference DeWitt T PIRXI tomorrow suh-
Ject un¥nown to me, “omnletion oresent ~hage YI{MIATE
operations about end OctoY%er should reduce crulser com-
mitment »ut will comrment more fully after confarance,

For normal operations consider four modern destroyers
adequate screan for four aruisars so G112 Fom ~AMNLT

can frenuently be made availa“ble for escort duty unless
further joint commitmaents develons for frll and winter,

Sony by hand to Tomalsec,
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20 1949

21 0030

CTPF-8 TO CINCPAC COMINCH

Troops cargo debarking A SKP transports at olimate
screened by 2 DD gince forenoon 19th, Troops oarge
debarked cavern completing occupation. Nq report yet

as to status of work of construotion of fighter field,
Buokner and I agreed task one of Pireplace project
"Seizure and oocupation" in accordance Joint Chief Staff
directive contained in Cominch 050003 completed. Pro-
Ject now in phase of Task 2. Ammy forces at Longview
have terminated statoldus task group under my command

and assumed statoldus unit of ADC. Force now at strength

approximately 5,000, My supporting operations air and
surface continue unchanged.,

CTP-8 TO CINCPAC COMINCH

CTF-8 sends to Cincpac Cominch. Intend repeated low
altitude bombing attacks of Kiska but weather has pre-
vented repetition since September 1l4th attack. XKiska
harbor now netted on line from north head to south

head prevents for present contemplated MY boat attack
on shipping there,
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GHELN

22 1002 COMTOPAC to JTF 17, 64, CINCDAC, 3TT 62, 63, ol Mo, S IV 6,

21 2207

The following reorpeanization of Taskforces 17 and 64 i3
effective upon joinine of Tesk Group 66.4 with Task Foroe

17 and attached units my 271242, Tactienl distri rution of
units Y'2C new taskforces will he effaoted when practicable
as direoted by senior task force commander. Afirm, Task
Forge 17 strikine force Rear Admiral Surray in HCIMNAT,
WﬁﬁHIFQTOW, NOQTTAWPT@“, TEMCAT LA, ATLOTTR, “AN DIWG,
TIVIAT, Desron 2 less ('SRIEN plus W1V, AT mnd | <alk,
Baker, Task Foroa 64 soreenins and attack "orge Rear Adniral |
“eott SAN FRANAINIC, PINNUATOLI®, SALT "ANY ~ITY, ey,
0197, "LMNA, Desron 12 less SOODNMCRTY slus “1700ND |
Absent unitrs will be directed join Taskforces £O0ONn A8 Nrag-
ticahle,

to

SCHANHRORSOPAC, /o0M TR, DLe Hera Info CIVMTVAT, etc,

Amphiblous combined with jun~le warfare in “outh Pacifioe
shows followine, vomamnhforsopac pendr, Need for rapid
meanA to cut trails clear fields of fire and construct fiela
Tortifications in dense undergrowthi, Junwnness are making
mAajor attacks at nieht by ruse infiltration nnd direot
assault, Japanese control is excellent due to effective upe
of smell nortable radio tranamitters tnd receivers which are
much superior to our own. Our yellow painted munitions are
easlly svotted by enemy, Aviation oombs are hard to cunceal,
Japenese see our brl.-htly nainted grenades ejther day or
nirht and throw them back, Need for reducine volume of
construction materials to pe transported, Para, in view of
foreroling recommend following, Afim. Provide following
tools each company three dousle »itted axes, nine heavy duty
pack mattocks, nine heavy duty short handled shovels, eix
heavy duty lone handled shovels two noat hole dirgers, two
cross cut saws, two dash man, ﬁaker. Doule present
allowance brush hooks. Cast, Provide twoc commorcial macheetep
with broed heay blade for sach soruad, Jor, Inorease mllow-
ance nalls aasorted by one ton per division, Easy, DProvide
trip flares of at least one minute duration and lons smirning
11luminating nrojectiles for use in 60 and Rl millimeter mor-
tars, Fox, TRenlace present nortable radio trensmitters and
recelvers with efficient waternroof lichtwel ‘ht tine, ferr-e,
Increase allowance of these radios 5o nlatoon leaders have
them. 'ypo, Provide efficient rortable receivers for snuad
leaders, Inter, Zliminate vellow, red and other »rirht
colora, Paint hombs, rrenadea, fuel drume, and veh{-:lee with
nonreflectine paint. Army combat vehicles vaint ruita)le
except color should be mettled green. Jig, Provide one
small nortable sawmill with nower unit per regiment, F¥ing,
Douhle present allowance hand carte, llike., Three utility
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(GCT)

?1 2207 COMAYPHISTORTHPAZ  (Continued)

20 7130

part for second Merdiv recormended as follows, Love, Leave
scout car comnany and one fiftv five millimeter howitzer
battalion in United Statem, Mike, Grouns thrae and five
eniinment and nerssnal Jagpare narticular neuter eclothing ne
reduced to minimum, Nerat, Vehicles 2e only thore ruitanle
for rouech terrain no sedans nor stetlion waesna, “»tion,
?lan for five unite of fire rifty days rations nccom any

troops in landines nlan “or enunl amounts A8 reserve with
second hase denot TOMNCIQW,

STF 8 to VOITAPIERY, TITMUAT . TG R, DUVITT, TN Y n U LY

L e b g I DL N

This is STF B Op Urder 11-42, Oreanization. Tnnk roLh
2.12, Mike Division 1, TIITT, "IZATD, ' 0o0iaav e, xhi’hY.
lnformation. Own Armv Forcen hava oceunied ALY and ATHA
Islande and are rarriaoning and construotings lendine fields
thereon, ¢Considerasle movement of frienclr shinning 1nclud-
ing transports cargo and submarines vlcinin\ of AL TIal
<shaln, Japanese have seized V1TFA and ATT I:lends, dneny
base on K1EA Harsor, onemy rorces in vicinity may include
coubatant ships all types »lus lend and seanlanes nlus
several types auxiliaries, Jode name LOIVIIZN 18 AViak, and
CAVERN is ATKA., Plan, Mine desienated anoroaches to
LONGVIEW and provide antisuhmarine screens and ascorts as
dlrected, Task, Mine Divimsion 1 lay mines in apnroaches to
KLY an in accordsnce with instruntions which will he
recaived unon arrival 1LONGVIEW, Provide nntl suwmnarine
ooveragzs and escorts as dirented, P’roceed 1LONGYIYY wvia A8rTA
PATT, thence through neint 20 milen north of MNUIT!H AVY

ATEA ITLAMND, thence through noint 20 mfles north of "/ LLOW
™MAD on GRVLT SITETN 1I7LAND, mnd thenae to 1OUGTTH Yntar
FUITK BRAY only throurh northarn antrAance and durinp dny lirht,
Revort arrival TONOVI®Y via first eirnlasne returning ro
DUFTCH HAROR or ""MAY, Communications., Accordance “aec 70
excent cuard ™% Fox ilnatead of I™ Fox, ‘Yalntain strict
radio silence, Obtain standard communicetion »lan L2007 <K
Aand somnly,
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23 1326 COMSOPAC to COMCUP ) and 13, GOMAIRSOPAC, etg.

The following mioy is established relative to the
employmsnt of ACORNS and Naval Construotion Battaliome
in the WHITR POPPY BUTTON CACTUS RINGRWOLT areas: (a)

All materials and personnel of OUA3 1 and 1) and construe-
tion battalions 6 and 7 now in WTTON CACTUS RINGIOLT are
avallable for any one of those bases. ACORN ONE less ite
oonstruction battalion will be landed at TTTON amd will

be avallable for seme bases, Deocision as to priorities of
needs between those bases as effects aviation oconstruotiom,
facilities and operations is a funotion of Comairsopac.

(o) Option ACORN OME on arrival report to CO JIPTON under
prineipls ity command as CO NHaval Advenced Base
HITTON, (b) CO CUB 13 designated as CO Base Comstruotion
Depot WHITE POPPY whioch includes materials and personnel

of CUBS 1 and THIRTEEN now at WHITE POPPY and the construe-
tion battalion accompanying ACORN ONE. This depot will

be employed for construction of WHITE POPPY base. (o) In
general additional construction material end personnel sent
this area will be received by the Base Construction Depot
WHITE POPPY and will be available for movement forward by
inorements as needed, however present and future needs of
personnel and material and extent of unloeading fecilities
and oongestion of port will be fmotors in deciding the port
of debarkation of future shipments, Advanced aress will
advise Comsopac as to requirements not available at BITION
or in ACORN ONE, 072206 modifried to acoord with adove,
Aotion COMCUBONE ,COMAIRSOPAC, COMOMN CACTUS, COMDEN UTTON,
COMCUB 13 has by hand for aohon. Anderson pass to COM

ACORN ONE for action., Aotion addees ackaowl by air-
mallgram, PYollowing have by hamd for info C NSOPAC,
COMOENSOPAC, COMAMPHIBSOPAGC,

23 1251‘ MS0F y ROF NCF o ’ MISEROMNY

steatlie
A DOCAE

WHITE POPPY has of necessity become extremely active and
oongested port, Unloading handling storing and housing
faoilities totally inadequate or non existeant. Urgeat
requirement of extreme importance to preseat operations ie
squipment to get large quantities of cargo from ship to
shore. Request earliest possisle shipmeant of following
items robbing all available LION CUB ACORN or other stooke
with immsdiate shimment of availasle iteme., Twenty self
propelled barges of each of three sizes 50 ton, 100 toa
and 250 ton, After ocargo congestion of this port has beea
relieved some of these barges will > moved forward, All
barges desired selfpropelled type. 20 wharf units five by

{Continued on next page)
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Eoniember (007)

23 1251

23 2249 C

COMSOPAQ (Continued)

twelve standayd. 20 bridge units., 12 five ton truok
spares, 12 five ton orawler oreanes. 6 rifteen ton
orawler sranss, 20 five ton Guamp truocks, A0 ten wheel
truoks ten piokup truocks, 20 Jur quarter ton, Fiwve

5 ton tmocks, Two sutomotive repair shops, Two
floating o driveres oomplets. Pun lumber amd hardware
for foray by 500 foot pler with 60 foot piles. All abdove
items to be oomplete with auxiliary equipment tools nr.ro
parts with two sets of generel hand tools. Of ajove items

pontoon and welght haadung equipment vill e of greatest
immediate usefulness.

NCPAC COMINCH, COMDT MARCORPS Cous OPMAY

Conour recommendations Comamphi :rorsoalc 212207 exoe
leaving 155 mm howitzer battalion in U.S. Although
mediate operations do not require this artillery bouuu
enemy had not yet consolidated his positions future opere-~
tions against defended places will beyond doudt require
powerful artillery. 155 mm should be in ares when needed,
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28 1466

25 1850

GHREEN

B ; i

Ghormley sends, Operations 2Aath. 4 o DDs ettacked by
8 SADs 150 miles northwest GUADALCANAL, dapage. 1213
L (=11) 24th bombed enemy transports SHORTLAND Island end
TONOLEH HAROR with Bl7s. 22 enemy vessels inoluding CL
there, Ceiling 15,000 feet, Three hits & mear hite, 20
enemy fishti lanes defended. 1 sure ) possibly shet |
down, On GUA mg’i‘" oxtoMod.‘gm:: utr:l; Muﬁ:: |
no enemy vioinity position exoept 8, |
1 prisoner. Continued air strefing mmfru'&nw. |
Carpender pass to MeoArthur, 23rd 1 of $ single ongines

single float planes at Manning Streit astac Bl7 aad was

shot down, Bombed RYKATA with incendisries end 100 pound
bombe,

Operations 25th. On Guadaloamal 84th 1 battalion on ex-
tended patrol made contact 4 miles to south of position
et sunset., PMighting contimued inte night when eneny with-
drews Our losses 7 dead 85 wounded. losees not
Yot reported. 4 enemy DDs toung landing th were
ettacked by 8 SBDg 8100 L (-11) 24th. Despite repeated
attaoks by other SEDg and TEPs enemy ships continued
toward Guadaloansl until 0130 when within 8 miles Cape

Esperance were tumed an{. Damage unknown. Rekate Doy
24th B-17 encountered 3 float asros one type 98 single

-float seaplane. Latter shot down. Carpender pass to

MacArthur,
CTF-8 to TPF= CIRCPAC C CH

Reconnai ssance Chiohagof Harbor and Holt: Bay by B84 on
22 and 23 September drew no gun fire from either place
Planes flying as low as 200 feet. No vessels in barbor
no sign of 1ife ashore. Pilot reports installetions
betwaen Chiohasof and Holts have been sbandoned. No
observed in emplecements. Photographs verified this ob-
servation and in eddition show dook in Chichagof Earbor
has been removed. nal houses of village remain.
These cbservations indiocste that the Japanes have aban-
doned Attu. The presemss of light mine layers recently
et Attu indioate the possibllity that harbors have been
mined., Aotion of enemy probabdly influenced by the vul-
nerability of small outlying garrisons. Have issued
orders to dutrok’.tho x‘ml.ning builldings and installa-
tions on Attu, s from CTP-8, XPM pass to Cimopec
and K33 pass to Cominsh bdoth for info.
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For aoction CO Poppy info CO Sepac CO White !m
Comgenseronsopac and Captain Dudlpy have by .
Omo?e sends., Captain Roy 1o herewith tem-
orar x dosignated as Commnding ooy US Naval
dvanced Base White P will report o OC Peppy for
this duty m‘rmx of unity of command and
will procesd with the orml.ution and develogment
of the base whioh 1s to Jude the following mawval
shore activities in the port area port directors office,
Base sonstrustion depot, Recel Station, Nawa)
Supply depet, Naval aviation supply depot, nawel
ammunition depot, Mobile hospital, section b-r, Naval
radio station, Radio material office, Publie Works
0ffice, Fleet post office, Naval dispensery andother
naval aotivities that may be assigned.

26 0645 -8 T P.

CTP-8 sends. Ocmaiderable inoreased activity at Kisks ,
many large ships in the harbor one large ship prodadly ‘
submarine tender observed south of the isiand, Osuse

this inoreased sctivity not yet apparent. Am hﬂl-
fying offensive air and subtmarine operation  Hght-
ening ooverage Fireplace while increasing se

observation until enemy intentions are determined.




GKREN

2por;tion-126th. Illﬂ!n BAY 25tk B17 ltil::‘ Ii:uh silens-~
machine sngine
rggct Bi. hno‘g: r:-g: mm 3OR 2 M17%
bombed ps, Believe 1 3500 bomd hit stern CA. Ia
harbor 14 mi1is8 southeest PASSAGE 1 M7 bombed 3 shi

Believe 1 3500 pound hit stern AV, TONOLEI HARBOR 25¢h l.l.r
saw 12 single engine float biplanes and float seros, Mot
down 3 in flames., Another probadly, GUADANCANAL 25%h
extensive air and Hmd trolling continued, Area from
KOLI POINT %0 MAT (1,1 free of enemy forees., All

approaches and ontlrr coastline covered alr seareh
from 1500 to 0130 L (-1}

26th Mt mo .
eres bombed. Ghormley sends. Carpender pass to%u.

26 1259 COMSOPAC $o CINCPAC Info COMINH, VICE QPNAY.

Recomend decision as to losation of South Paoifio ad-
vanced base depot be .déferred es situationm is changing too
rapldly, SUVA not favored as administration would be
diffioult, Anm mm%admood base devot is veing aet
up at WHITE POPPY for asterials which oould not be

delivered at forward bases. Vioe Opnavs 241938 is the des-
patoh on whioh this is comment,

COMINCH

26 1302 4 j R VOM 12, COMOENDRFFOR SAMOAN G
Consider that Army and Marine unite whieh BaYy o0 NMOVed up |
to rforward positions should receive Amphibious . |
Antioipate establishing limited number of Amphibious trein-
ing groups (as equipment and personnel become available) ia
key locations in ceatral and th Pacifio areas, each to
consist of 1 standard landing oreft unit orgenised as

directed Cominch serisl 00811 of August 16 1942, Should !

OoU oonour, & st looate a8 follows, STRAN |
ANTAM or POPPY, SPOONER, Soe RorPmR Trefning '

groups in South Plo:lrlo Area under gemsral somtrol of Com- !
amphforsopas. War Department concurs im above plan and |
Suggested locations., Advise., Comsopac pass to C of S

US Army (Bopeo Theater) for info,

26 2020

Comtaskfor 8 sends, 15 bombers end 28 pursuit attacked
KISKA September 25, Prelimi results as reportet W

PBY: 1 left h\u-nnf. 1 seap fighter shot down and
6 out of 10 seanlans fighters dest. on water. Piote
KISKA HARROR show 2 AX's or AP's, 2 ainelayere. 8 mmaller

oraft and many motor launches, 1ifying report will be .
made when full partioulars are kmows hare,
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26 2330 OTF 8 %o TP 8, Info COMINGH, CINCPAC, COM )2, B%a.

Comtaskforoe 8 262020 emplified. 9 B-24's took part im
attack with 11 P.39's and 17 P-i0's, 1 3-17 and 1 B=24
photo ships, Remort hits on 1 transport 2 sutmarines
strafed, 1 float plane shot down and from 5 to 8 float
rlanes out of 20 caught on surfece. Shore instellations
strafed, Enemy ocasuslties estimeted 1350, Only mimor
damage to our planes. 2pd attack attempted in afternoon
foroed to turn back due to weather. 3 B-24's dombed shore
installations on previous day, Extent of demage to enemy
unknown, Stations addressed deliver looelly for iafo so

Cominoh, Cinopao, Admirals Greenslade and Preeman and Sanfren
also to General belitt.

27 1436 COMSOPAC_TO COMINCE CINCPAC COMSWPAC CTPF 64_63 68 17.

Operations 27th, 26th 8 B.17e struck shipping Paisi
Shortland, 1 large AP hit heavily left burning prodably
sunk, 1 CA hit on stern left afire, 3 float zeros and
3 float biplanes shot down. B-17 on patrol at Paist
attacked by 4 float zeros. 1 demaged forced land in
water. B-17 on patrol Rekatas Bay strafed single engine
float biplane on beach. =26th small enemy force was cohe
tacted west Matanikau river. Was being enoircled morn-
ing 27th. Patrols on Florida killed 9 captured 3.
Ghormley sends. Carpender pass to MeoArthur, 27th at
Guadalcanal 1355 Love (~11) 18 Jap bombers escorted by
13 righters were engaged by our fighters. Enemy losses

4 bombers 5 fighters. All our planes returned. 1 SED
on ground destroyed.

28 1326 COMSOPAC to COMINCH, CINCPAC COMSWPAC, CTF 62 63 64 17,

Operations 28th, While on patrol 27th plane shot down 1
single float binlane 35 miles south GIZ0. Seme day B-17
near NANFNAGA ISLAND attacked by Jap sesplans. OGhormley
sends, Carpender pass to MacArthur, GU ARAL had ite
49th air rald 28th, 25 Jap bombers 18 seros at 1345. Our
fighters interoepted, Japs jettisoned bombs. Jap losses

2} bombers 1 zero, Our losses no pilots no planes no demage.
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SePthi (oo7)

29 1226 QQM90F

30 0030

Operations 29th, On GUADALCANAL during night 26th-27th
eneny reinforoed his nosition at MAT U, Operatioas
continuing at last report bt enemy not yet dislodged.

Ghormley sends, Carpender pass to MacArthur, Air opere-
tions impeded bad weather,

OMRSTARAFRON et e

Attaok on KISKA Sept 27th by 6 B 24'e! 48 500 pound
bombs from altitude of 1 to 3000 fest on ships in harbor end
shore inastallations, shot down 1 float sero, no further
demaged Foports as yet, no losses, most AA $ire received
from ships in harbor, Also 27th Qc 3 bombers attaocked
enemy transport and destroyer 100 milss north KEMICHI, near
misses in stern causing trensport to stop., Night attack

on KISKA 28 September by 8 B2,'s supported by 17 righters:
4 float seros shot down, 1 submerine reported sunk with:

500 pound oomb, hite nn& near misses by 8 500 pound Lomde
on 1 transport oonsidered badly dsmaged and sinking, all
bombing at 5000 feet, 64 300 pound bombs dropped on shipe
and shore installations, AA opposition stronger than oa
previous attaock, our losses one P 39 down at aea % miles
southeast LITTLE KISKA pilot believed lost, one B-2i
hydraulic system dameged by gun fire andoracked up om
landing 1 of orew slightly wounded, 3 destroyers left KISKA
harbor during attaok, 2nd attack launched 1058 W (olus 10)
no reports as yet, Catalina dro 2 charges 28th alomg-
side small enemy freighter 50 miles north of BULDIR with
posslble damage to freighter. Also 28th September bombders
hurned and photogrephed ATIU village no opposition however
weather plane reported being fired on from ATIU, no amplify-

ing report but possible indication presence of iookout
station,
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St (oom)

30 2335

30 1022

30 1030

opera .

Aeta v1iage caeepy ipuioyTmite bosbs al) butldings
u X008 -} O8

houses during fire. bowbers ther, 4 thermt

bombs ast . mi

atrafed ship sileno AA « B B=fits

16 fighters in afternoon u! on Kiaka m“

at feet, near misses, no interception, ne bat
damage, 3 Buii4s bombed freighter north of SMriuws Poimt
at 1 to 4000 feet, near misses. Observation sftM §f
Kiska reports tents, stores, excavation, auxi

vessel and boat in ﬁorem Cove, encountered 3Tmm five

No morming miseion 29th dus to weather. Déliver loeally

to Cominch Cinopao Mreeman and Oresnslade al) for info.
Latter to inform Dewitt. Buckner haes by mand.

DPEAY _JNFO CLECPAS OC

This 1s part 1 of Oomemphforsopso 301030, Pollowing

despatohes not. to all addess are referenced.

gmpooro 832350 st. 088831, RDO
Incident to operations August Sep r foll land-

1::2 oraft have been left at bases Cactus Ringbolt Buttem
Potlock and are necessary to their operation maintenanse

and support: Tank lighters 26 tare reger 55 tare 74,
Due weather and enemy action others have been
beyond repair. Replacement bDoats actually recet '

form negligible proportion of above total. In additien
t(o actual existing defioiency of approximately 180 boats

33 percent) in 18 ships of | boat engines
and spare parts are being deple At an alarming rate.
This aue to contimucus necessity utilise large number
boats in loading wnloading and shifting eargo without
dotk or adequate water tranaport and lack beat repair
and mintenance facilitles at forward bases.

Some boats not operatadle due lack of neces-
Sary engine parts. This force as a wvhele therefere
not now ready for lerge sesle task by reason Yost
defioclencliss. DMare nome of references indicate g.
replacement tank lighters enroute this area and :
type is essential, Pars previcus request have been e




e ,

01 0434

Request acorns 3 and 4 be shipped to Mhite
172240. Recommend plans be held in abeysnoe for shi

to Sopac area of remmining 4 asoms. Request 1 complete

" GHERN

« Cominoh

t

Yards and Dooks emﬁ of Cudb inoluding 1 coastruction
o

battalion be sent

te Poppy. Lion components depend

on approval of projects for spoomer but the surrent im-

portance of bases in spooner has deorsased and Wnite

Poppy development 1s of the tast oncy in view of

oxtremely limited shore facilities.

équipment for unloeding and weight handling, water

tical items are

transportation, tugs, and spare parts for all such equip-
ment. Following additional recommendations are also in

answer to Vioe

¥ 2417285 regarding escort vessels.

For major maintenance base Auckland directive for whioh
has been 1ssued by Opnav recommend surface ship repalr
component of Lion inoluding also 1 fleti drydook ARD B
type. For vo repairs BDorabore Samoa Tongatabu and
Noumea recomme repair facilities equivalent to an AD

Plus an ART 2 dook at Tongatabu., Vioe Opnav letter
020803 August 17 not received.
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30 1300 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC, COMSWPAC, COMINCH, MagARTHUR, 70 62,6, ets.

Operations 30th. On GUADALCANAL during 268th and 29th con-
tinued gﬂtrol activity ut no ooateaot, remsins in
ococupation MITANIKAU line. FLORIDA patrol killed five Jape

at | VO. No casualties our patrol. 29th at 1400 love {-11)
about 20 zeros followed by small group bombere approached from
-northwest, One squadron our fighters intercepted seros,
Bombers jettisoned northwest SAVO and fled. loro:lRE::lbll
four shot down, Our loss one plane one pilot. 30th

reports belng torpedoed while returning from CACIUS lat 10-47
south long 161-16 east, Shaft sprung. MNAVAJO earoute to tow
her. OUhormley sender Carpender pass to MacARTHUR,

01 1716 COMSOPAC %o COMINCH, OINCPAC, COMSOWESPAC, CTF 17 62 63 Gha

Fires started Jap gasoline storage REXATA BAY 30th by 9
quarter ton bombs. Operations first, 29th GUADALCAYAL patrol

aotlvity only. No ground contact. Search pleanes dastroyed
2 float biplanes bombed AA installations R!RATA ay. & enemy

boats landing suppllies VISALE attacked by our search planes
later by P-400's and SRD'a, P-400's bombed strafed enemy
trucks and tro:Ra near KOKIMBONA, Yesterday's revort air
action GUADALCANAL should read & shotozggaugrob.bl 6,
GHORMLEY sends, Carpender pass to Ma o GUADALCANAL
30th usual patrols. SRD's attacked REXATA BAY damaging 2

float planes and burning dumo, BBD's and P-400's attacked
supply dump KOKUMBONA and TENARU, No ovlane losses.

01l 2100

CTF-8 TO TF-0 INFO COMINCH CINCPAC COMWES & NORWES SEAPRON

Attack on Kiaka September 30th made by 9 B-24s at altitude

of 15000 ft., Photogreaphs show one possible two direct hits

one near miss on transport left burning. Three fires started

in camp area. AA fire heavy but inaccurate. One bomber
attacked by two pursuits, o damage to own planes., Septem-

ber 29th photo ship dropped bombs at low level and strafed

deck of small cargo ship which was bombed 28th north of Attu.

No opposition or sign of life. Poasibly abandoned. Photos
taken, Comtasfor 8 sends. N3S pass to Cominch. NPM to

Cincpac. NPC to Commorwestseafrontier and NPO to Comwestseafron.

01 0812 COMSOPAC TO COMINCH INFQ CINCPAC.

Comsopac replying to Cominch 181236, Carrier task forces have
now used White Poppy as replenishment anchorage on two &coasiong,
Carrier anchored Great Road just inside anti torpedo net
trulsers generally berthed Dumbea Bay due necessity use Oreat
Road berths to facilitate unloading cargo ships with limited |
doock and barge facilities. Only one berth inside Ureat Road
feasible for carrier or battleship., Dumbes Bay affords large
number BAT ahips berths satisfectory except no underwater

rotection, Materia hand for 2 individual anti torpedo
getl not yet propcreé ?gr use due ..pT%}..n net detall in-
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{Continued)

stalling Ordat Rosd end Little Entrance nets. 2 nete

on hand expected ready within 2 weeks. PFollowing under-
water defense equipment requires to meke safe -

for singls carrier task foree.A. mterial for 3 sdditiomsl
individual anti torpedo nets. B. Sound oquipped gate
bcrr- to deteot sudb attempting entry behind ship. O,
Small creft sound o%ppod to patrol in vicinity of loop.
3imul tanecus use of ts Poppy as replenishment anchor-
age by 2 carrier task groups not considered advisabile.

COFS c .

397/29th - To provide amphibious treining for units your
command in p ration for possible assymption offensive
action in Pacifie, Cominoh ocontemplates dispatohing your
area one standard landing oraft unit capabdle of trans-
porting reinfeorged infantry battalion (Cominoh dispateh
261302 NOR 9532), Your comments desired on the fo lowing
glun for eatablishment of amphibious training centers 1.
nitial loostion on Island of Hawail with & view to giving
training to units of 87th division without unnecessarily
1ntorror1n§ with accomplishment of assigned mission. 8.
Movement of treining center or combat ts s0 as to
provide rotaticnal nlnf of all divigions your command
for Hawaiian Department {signed Marshall). 3. Dﬁ::ouny
trained units echeloned forward as needed for of ve
action. 4, Forces echeloned forward to be replaced
malnland units which will in turn be trained in blous
and Jungle warfare. Complexity of defensive sation
on island of Oahu fully appreciated by war rtmant,
However, deemed necessary to trein 24th and S5th divisions
with view toward their possible utilization elsewhere on
offenisive missions and sssumption their present funstions
by less well treined division. Priority redio reply
deaired to includs requirements in Army bost and shore
units necessary to augment na landing oraft unit to
Provide training on scale you feel essential. Marshall,

- 936

s




02 1436

02 2025

02 2120

03 1356

o n e TN Y i G T

" in question.

Sopec operations. October lst § SEDg & TEFs from cmnu.-
CANAL attaocked 4 Jap DDs lat 09-08 8, Long 168-00 B, at
1900 L (<11). 1 DD damaged left desd in water. 3 FBPs

failed return. Ohormley sends. Carpender pass to Masc-
Arthur,

CIP-8 to TP § info CINGPAC COMINGH eto,

7 B-24s from 15,000 feet hombded seaplans base and other
installations !.{nh Harbor and main cemp wtih incendi-
ary and demolition bombs during morning Ootobar one.

Fires observed. Photos taken. Fnemy chlpging svidently
now being routed well north of Kiska and elose to track

of Russian ships. From CTP-8, Stations addressed
deliver loually to Comineh Cincpeac West and Norwest 8ee
Frontier Comdrs and Comgen West Def Comsmpnd.

If you are not an addresses do not decode further.
Dewitt and Theobald have agreed on the following prﬂ
sonat (A) Adak about 11,000 including 8 regimenta
corbat teams 1 Ngtunt AA artillery 18 light unkl

8 158mm %' 108mm or 7%mm rield guns. (B) Tamage |
about 4, inoluding 1 battalion infan reinforced -
2 batteries aute -ngom AA 4 158sm CA guns and 4 100mm
or 76rm field suns, Fars 2 War department considers it
impractioabtle at this time to increase present coumit- {
ments to llth air force which are 30 heavy bombers 40
medium bombers and 156 fighters. Pars 3 chief of s
Starf Amg.m I consider that under present ciroum-
stances the aforemsntioned forees are sdequate for ares

Daily 4 aom rations., OUADALCANAL lst Ooctoder
on 1! opo u:rot. One somer, P-400's and

”gﬂ.d 11 hosti from KOKUM NONA
stile g over wm-n. 2130 Love (-11),
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COMSOPAC SMWQI .

resscued pilot killed, Two SED's failed to returs seareh.
Single hostile plane over area at 2100 and 0430, Jape
attacked by P-400 at NARABO, TENARO, KOXUM and POINT CRUZ,
Crews of three TBF's lost on first reported resoued, Morm-
ing search disclosed large sroue eheay landing boats well
camouflaged inside VIRU repeat VIRU HARPOR south coast NEW
GTORGIA, On afternoon third 9 enemy DD one CA sighted
northwest of CACTUS, 7 SED and THRF attacked oruiser and 2
DD lat 08-32 south long 158-15 sast at 1715 love with no
apparsnt demare. Ships observed to continue on oourse 120

speed 30 until 1800. Ghormley sends. Cerpender psss to
MacARTHUR,

11l B-24's and 6 P-39's attacked XISKA HARBOR and installa-
tions morning of Octobsr 2nd, 25 1,000 demolition bombs
dropped from 10,000 feet on 2 ocargo ships, no éirect hits
observed, 71 800 pound demolition bombds &roppod in camp
area, hits throughout area, direct hit on hangar at seaplane
ramp. 1 Jap bdbivlane destroyed by B-24, & zero float fighters
shot down by P-39's, Our losses 2 killed in head on attack,
AA fire heavier and more accurate than usual partiocularly
from north HEAD, Shore stations deliver info ocopies, NS3S
to QGominoh NPM to Cinepac NPC to Comnowestsearron, NPO to
Comweseafron and Comgen WIDC,

COMSOWESPACFOR to COMINCH Info CINCPAC, COMSTTACOWECPAC,

Plans now developed advance base EXMOUTH GULF with further
glnns move bages northward soon as possidle. Part 2 from
omsowespacfor aotion Cominoh lafo Cinopas Comsubsowespeo.

2 vessels Subdiv 201 have reported Cinopac and last 2 ves-
sels this division depart SUMAC about 19th October., Recom-

mend as follows (A) Complete transfer to Southwest Pacifioe
Foroe of Subron 6 and 8 total 24 submarines as proposed in
Cincpas Serial 0192 of 26 August. (B) Transfer Subdive 21,

22 and 202 in exchange accordance schedule proposed same
reference, (C) Retain 3 tenders (PELIAS, IOLLAND and

GRIFFIN) in Southwest Pacific area, HOLIAND to be trans-
ferred Cinopac in exohange for FULTON at date to be determined
later. (D) In addition retain Subdiv 53 {6 S type subde) until
additional division fleet sutmarines arrives to Telieve

them, (E) Complete assignment at least 30 fleet sudmarines
this area at sarliest date. This number to be inorsased to

36 soon thereafter as poseible.
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05 0150 COMSOWESPACFOR to COMINCH Igfo CINCPAC, COMSUSNOARIPAC.

Cominch Serial 00928 of 6 September 1942, MNinimum 30

fleet subs plus ) tenders required this area to ocomply with
the provisions above referance ae applied Southwest Paoifie
"Area, 20 Fleet submarines plus 2 tenders inadequats.
Minimum 12 sube plus 1 tender recuired adobe to support
offensive operations in the Solomon area where major hgb
foroces and effort now concentreted, Reference ComIWPacFor
160419 of Sept in whioh Caminsh oonours by his 161345.

This aotion Cominoh info Cinopac Oo-lubmug:o from Com-
sowespaofor. Consider Griffin plus dooking racilities
adobe capable cops with all loglstic and repair prodlems
except major overhaul and modernization. Minimum 1€ subds
plus 2 tenders required cover major supply routes Indo
Chine Philippines plus -tntogio shipment routes by bdloocade
runners to and from Burope. Completion marine reilway
Pinafore where 1lat sud just doocked gives equal facilities-
that port as Adobe. Part 2 follows,

03 2201 .COMGEN jet MARDIV to COMSOPAC Info COMAIRSOPAC, CIT 62,

No ground contact, 15 landing boats attacked at VIRU HARXR,
All destroyed or damaged. 30 zeros overhead at 1300, 7
Grummans made contaoct shooting down 9 certein 1 probesle.

AA shot down 2 ocertain 1 probable when 3 zeros attempted
strafe field, Our losses 1 Grumman pilot rescued., Jap
bombers following zeros turned back 85 miles CACTUS, 9

DDs 1 CA sighted 1500 by evening search lLat 08-30 South

long 158-20 Rast., TForce protected by over 20 zero land
planes, Striking force attaoking 1715 opposed only by float
biplane., Ko hits, Ships attaoked durilv:g night. 1 hit on
CA near SAVO, 3 DDs at MARAVOVO, 3 at SAIE, ) at TATKAT(R-
ONGA believad unloading troope and supplies, All were at-
tacked sut demage unknown, 1 SBD failed to return, Soat-
tered bombin during night by single Jap planes. Hostile
groups totaling 7 DD 1 CA heading Northwest ploked up Yy
morning searoch 120 miles CACTUS, Speed 20, CA smoking at
atern, Cur planes now on strike.

05 2030 CTF 8 to TF 8, CO DEF, RDQ N

Comtaskfor 8 summary aotion Oct, 3rd, Six B-24's supported by
L P-38's 8 P~39's in attack on KISKA, § bombers conocentrated
on hangar and o arsa dropped eighty 100 pound incendiaries
and 12 500 pound demolition bombds from 10 to 11000 fest ob-
served hits on target. One bdomber dropped 5 1000 pound Hombs
on cargo ship beached near TROUT LAGOON results unobdserved,
Our fighters shot down six twin float Jap fighters 5 at 16000
feot and one which attacked bombers, AA fire light and in-
acourate. All our planes returned without damege. Bhipping:
observed KISKA one medium AX beached one mile West South Heed,
One large AK besched nmear TROUT IAGOOR, OUne medium AK West of

{Continued on next page) 939
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05 2030 CIF & (Continued)

05 1226

06 2114

North Head. Two small DDs patrolling entrance, One AX
seoond cove West TWIN ROCKS, One AK off REVNARD oove.
Enemy plenes dropped 39 bombs on LONGVIEW at 0400 W (plus 10)
no demage. Info readio stations pass to following local oom-
mands for info Cominch, Cincpac, Comnorwesseafron, Comgen SLC
and Comwesseafron.

Ma cARTHUR
COM3OPAC TO COMINCH CINCPAC COMSWPAC CTP 17,62,63 64 ;g{g{

Sopac operations, Guadalcanal 3rd no ground contact. 15
Jap landing barges at Viru harbor New Georgla attacked by
our planes. All deatroyed or damaged. 30 zeros overhead
1300 (-11) 3rd. 7 Grummans contacked shot down O certain

1 probable, AA shot down 2 certain ) probable when zeros
attempted strafe field. Our losses 1 Plane pilot saved,

Jap bombers rfollowed zeros turned back B5 miles from Guadal -
canal, Jap ships consisting 1 CA 9 DDa landed reinforoce-
ments during night 3rd - 4th. Our planes attacked through-
out night. Reported 1 hit CA near Savo, 1 SED failed re-
turn. Enemy ships found by morning search 120 miles north-
west Cuadalcanal. Consisted 1 CA smoking at stern 7 DDs.
Ghormley sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur, 3triking
force after them seocured 2 torpedo hits on CA, During 4th
October 2 small ground contacts along Matanikau. Jap
losses 2 killed S wounded 1 prisoner. No marine casualtics.

SEDs and R-400s attaoked Jap inatallations West Cape Tagura
Point.

CTF-17 TO COMSOPAC INPO CTF 62,63,64 COMINCE CINCPAC ete,

Reasults of attack Buin Faisl Tonolel area 5 October.
Originator CTF 17. 16 fighters 18 dive bombers 15 torpedo
Planes participating. Dropped 8 1000 pound bombs 32 500
pound bombs. Extremely unfavorable weather prevented re-
mainder attaoking. Hits as follows, 1000 pounders 1 heavy
cruiaer 1 transport. 500 pounders 10,000 ton Cargo 1 sea-
plane tender 1 cargo. Near misses 1 1000 pourd and 3 500
pound on heavy cruiser. Remainder unobserved., In addition
put 3 1000 pound bombs on runway and bulldings Kieta fleld.
Shot down 1 zero seaplane and 1 float type seaplane in
target area, Strafed 10 4 engine seaplanes on water at
Faisl believe 4 sunk . Strafed 1 cruiser and 1 destroyer
in Shortland harbor. During TF retirement fighter combat
patrol destroyed 2 twin engine type 97 Mitsubishi bombers.
All aircraft recoverded. No damage no losses thias force.
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COMSOPAC

Sopac operations, B-17s on a'rike moraing 5th turned ok |
by weather. One plane penetrated to HUXKA bombing parking 3
area, Twenty 100 1b bombs. Planes on fround reported

damaged, BEighty eight 100 pound bombs droprd on G120, No |
observed resulta, TA BAY attaoked by elght plenes from
GUADALCANAL morning rifth. One smell plane and motor launch |
destroyed in water, Two of 8ix enemy planes ahot down, |
Beach bombed and strafed, Ghormley sends, Carpender pass
to MacArthur, One SRD foroed down SANTA ISAREL, Prep four
hundreds attacked boats and installations TASSAFARONGA and
MAROVOVO during dey frifth. Enemy foroe six dog dogs ;K-
proaching from north west were attaoked throughout night
fifth - sixth. One DD sunk and one renorted damaged rirst
attack, Two THF failed return from night search. Usual
ground patrols GUADAICANAL. Several small contaots in

MATANIKAU RIVER area, Our ocasualties one killed 8ix wounded,
Jap losses exceed 10 killed,

CTF Fg8l CINCPAC, COMINCH, COMNWS OHN .
Oot 6th attaok on KISKA by 8 B-2Ls supported by 10 F-39s and
8 P-38s, Bombing from 10 to 12,000 feet with 500 1d deaoli-
tion bombs, 28 on hangar area, 3J) on GERTRUDE COVE camp area,
8 on large AX in harbor, 12 on large AK and corvette in
GERTRUDE COVE, Pursuit strafing harobor area set fire to

One of 5 zero float planes on water damaged another also
demaged radio station, reported ship in harbvor on fire and
8inking also fire in oamp area as result of boub:l.ns. All
glanoa returned with minor demage to 1 B-24 and 1 P39,
econnaissance ATTU and AGATTU showed no signs Jof lnz sneny
ocoupation, This is from CTF 8, N3S pass to “ominoh NPM

pass to Cincpao, NPC pass to Comnorwestseafron NPG pass to
Comwestseafron and CGADC Tepeat CGADC,

CINCPAC to COMINCH

Details of additional information urdis 071630 on existing
sltuation between Military and Naval Governora SAMOA not
avallable nor even brought to attention Cinopao, On basis
firet hand infomation obtained from offriocer temporarily at
PEARL from SAMOA believe existing situation requires no ochange
in recommendations made ny serial 0202W of Sept 6, Only known
basis of unsatisfactory situation is that present Naval Ugver-
nor doea not have unreatrioted prutlfo and authority of hie
predecessora, As in HAWAII this oond tion follows logically
from present military situstion 4nd unavoidasla during emer-
gency. Believe it undesirable to add olvil administrative
duties to military governor who is aleo in command of ocombatant
troops and should be free to move to another area at a moments |
notice, My recommendations to specifio changes proposed are
nega‘ive to Afirm Baker and Cast, 1i1f ny recommendations are

approved will issue instruotions to both governors with vw
to clarifying situation, 1
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COMSOPAC 4o COMINCH, CINCPAC, COM™ CT .

Sopac operations, Morning 5th in extremel unfavorabdle
weather Task Force 17 struok SJIN-FAISI-TONOLE]l ares with
16 fiphters 18 dive bombers 15 torpedo rlanoo dropping 8
1000 pound jombs 32 500 nound hombs. Hits renorted: 1000
pounder each on CA and AP, 500 pounders on 10000 ton cargo
ship, seaplane tender, cargo shin, Near misses with 1000
pounder end 3 500 pounder on CA, Remainder unobserved.
Also dropped 3 1000 pounders on runways and buildings
KIETA. Shot down 1 zero seanlane 1 float type seanlane

in target area, Strarffed 10 4 engine meaplanes, LlLater
believed 4 sunk, Strafed 1 oruiser 1 DD SHOFTLAND HARSOR,
During Taskforse retirement fighter patrol shot down 2
twin engine type Mitsubishi bombers. No losses no damase
our foroces, Ghormley sends. Carnender pass to hacArthur.
Jap 35 wae attacked by our patrol nlane with 4 depth dombs
at 0850 love (-11) 6th lat 11-22 south long 162-20 east,
011 and subbles avpeared, On OGUADALCANAL gth aoctive pat-
rolling ocontinued, No ocontacts on ground. P-4L00's sombed
strafed probadle enemy nositions vioinity KOKNTND, idr
striking foroe located 3 returning hostile DD's 225 miles
northwest GUADALCANAL morning 6th, Did not atteck due
heavy enemy fichter coverages,

CTF 8 to TF 8 Info CINCPAC, COMINCH, COM ZHALADRY, otc,

Comtaskforoe 8 sends sumnary offensive air operations
against KISKA Oot 8th, 6 B-24's, 2 B-17's supported by

12 P-38's at altitude of 3,00 feet dropped 12 500 1b
demolition bombs and 57 inocendiary bombs on camp area
8tarting at least 3 fires., Also dropped at 3800 feet

12 500 1b demolition >ombs on oargo ship in ORRTVUDE COVYE,
4 P=38's strafed AA installations and hanger also a
freighter and a corvette, Another mission 3-R24's dropped
10 1000 1% demolition bombs at LOOO feet on same ship in
GERTRUDE COVE, photos taken damege still unrenorted., Own
casualties minor injury by machine gun bullet to waist
gunner, 1 B.2y damagod on landing, minor demage from AA
fire to 3 P-38's, 11l planes returned, No enemy sirorafrt
enoountered. Shore stations deliver for info. Bremerton
to Comnorwestseafron. San Fran to Comwestseafron and CO
WDC, Homolulu to Cincomo and Annavnlis to Cominoh,
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Cominch 281302 Sept Cincpas 272039, Comsopac to Cinepas.
Turner at ses and am unable discuss subject with him,

A most impertant and difficult part of bious Trein.
ing 1s the training of officers in the intricate planning
necessary. This cannot be acoomplished in a few montha,
Of equal importance is training in the coordinated em-
Ployment of troops boats groups transport divisions
naval gunfire support and air support. re must be
training in the speocial communioations technique in-
volved, Officers mst have a knowledge of trensport
loading and close acquaintance with supply preblems
prior during and after landing. Specislised equipment
is necessary. The formation of amphibious treini

groups in 3opac area as in para 4 cominch serial 001008
would be but a minor step in a difficult problem. Offi-
cers of the experience necessary for condubtion the re-
quired training cannot be spared as they are already too
thinly spread through the Marine Divisions. Plans now
on hand for the treining of Marine Divisions Sopac ares
will actively employ all available transports. There
will be plenty of active combat employment in this ares
other operations than effecting landings n?imt opposi-~
tion for all army troops made available. It 1s believed
that the training suggeated might convert well trained
army divisions into half trained amphibious divisions,
If amphibious tninini is necessary for ATmy troops sent
to the Sopac area it is recommended that it be thorough
and be done in the United States where personnel and
facilities perhaps are available,

11 1930 CTF-8 t¢ SR VURUE 8 IXFO CINCPAC COMINCH

Six atteack missions flew to Kiske 9 October. Total
planes for six flightss 10 B-24, B B-17, 4 P30 and
8 P-36. Bombs dropped from low eltitude, numbers and
observed results as follows: 82 8500 ‘g\m dsmolition
on AK in Jertrude Cove no hits, 28 potnders on twe
small AKs in KISKA harbor posible hit, 40 bombs of 100
pounds on north head also 20 of 100 pounsds and 16 of
500 pounds in AT CAND aresa soms hits observed. 4
P-39s strafed freighter and two gun emplacements. o
enemy airoraft observed. Own n-rfu 4 bombers minor
damage, 2 fighters dammged by AA fire, all returned to
base. Preliminary repert for 10 October 3 B-17s and

4 P=38 attacked camp r ares from 100 fest dropping
40 magnesium fire bBombs report large. fires started, damuge
will be verified by Ehoto- taken, Three snemy planes
observed on water.  No shenge in enm shipping over -
vious reports. From CTP 8, Info stations pass to f ow=
ing looal adees, Cincpsc Cominch Commowes » N
weatseafron and Comgen WOD, :
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09 1316 COMSOPAC to COMINCH, CINGCPAC, COMSOWRSPAC, OTF 62.631.7h.8%9,

11 1314

10 1946

12 0329

GHRALEN

Sopac operatiocns, Bl7 on searoh SRORTLAND ISLAND 1225L
{-11) 8th was attacked sustained minor demage shot down .
1 zero. From GUADLCANAL 8th 7 SRD's 4 TV 's escorted by
11 Grummans attaoked CA XINM'GASA Class 5 DD's' at 1800 L
(-11) Lat 0B-45 South, Long 158-30 East., 1 sure torpedo
hit 1 probvable bombd hit 4 near misses on CA reported. 3
of 10 float biplanes shot down, 1 other probable., 1 SHD
1l Grumman falled return, 2 search rlanes which made
original ocontact shot down 1 float binlane one probable,
Both our pilots wounded hut returned to base. At 135 L
{-11) 9th searoh plane renorts 1 JthBB on fire approsch- |
ing BUIN HAR9OR with i DD escort, ormley sends, Car-

pender pass to MacArthur. 20 Grummans from COPAHEE ar-
rived GUADALCANAL 1510 (-11) 9th.

COMSOPAC to COMSOPAC {Adnin), Info CINCPAC,

Your 102324, Flexible situation necessitates eaployment _
troops where and when available and precludes foraulation
fixed future pollcy. |

COMSOPAC to CINCPAC COMINCH COMSWPAC CTP 17,62,63,64,

Sopac operations. Two enemy CL 4 DD lat 07-50 South

long 157-40 E attacked by Guadalcanal air striking force
at 0640 L(-11) ninth. One hit on CL several near misses.
Ship left down by bow, Probable hit reported on second

CL but damage unknown. 3 of 15 escorting float planes
shot down also on 9th search planes from Guadalcanal
strafed 5 byplaines bombed AA installetions Rekata Bay.
Resul ts unknown, Guadalcanal ground forces supported by

P 4008 concluded on 10th a 2 day attack to west Matanikau
river. Completely mopped up area Matanikau village -
Point Cruz. Our troops have withdrawn to min positions
except for strong force holding east bank Matanikau RKiver,
Early reports states our casualties less than 100 Jap
casualties heavy. During night 8-9th aingle Jap planes
over Guadalcanal in relays from 2200 to 0215. 2 Jap DD
attacked by 9 SBDs esocorted by 12 Grummans lat 07-58 3,
157-50 E at 1120 L(~11) 10th.” ¥o hits, Ghormley sends.
Carpendar pass to MacArthur,

GINCPAC %0 COMSOPAG, COMINGH.

While in egremment with Comsopec 111006 oonsider proposal |

Comineh 261302 1s o .t.511n ght direction to provide

basic training without verting AP'S from oombat tasks end

will expedite ultimate readiness of Amphibious troops for
STRAW, SPOONER and OOPPRR

active combat, Coneur . ‘
have group. Comsopac advise whioh of PANTAN and WHITR POPPY |

(Consinued on next page) 944
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12 0329 CINCPAC COoM C, C .

should have group. Attention Cominoh invited that soate
are now required to rill euthorized complements of oombat
AP and AK in Sopac ares. Recommend those complements be
filled prior assignment boats to anphibious

training groups
in order have AP and AKX ready further offensive operaetione.

12 2010 CTF 8 to TF 8 Ipfo COMINCH, CINCPAC, COMNORWESTSKAFPRON, eto.

Info stations pass to following local addees Comineh Cinopao
Comnorwestseafron Comwestseafron and CG WDC, CTF 8 sende,
Amplifying attaok on KISKA 10 October by 5 Bl7's and 4 P38°s,
In addition to 45 incendiaries whioh started large fires

camp area dropped 15 demolitions 100 mnd bomba in oam

area and &6 same type on ship Rast of UT LAGOON, Fighteras
strafed AA installations, Jap planes on water reported
wrecked, 2 ships in harbor beached, 2 medium A''s 3outh of
MORTH HEAD 1 small oamouflaged ship in GERTRUDE COVE, Re-
port for 11 October & B2i's from 8 to 10 thousand feet

bombed shipping and shore installations KISKA, 40 - 500
pounders on ship East of TROUT LAGOON and ship West of "OUTH
HFAD no hita, 27 same type bombs on ocamp srea damage un-nown,
Only above 2 Broviouslv damaged ships mtlll in hardor also

1 8till in GERTRUDE COVE, Catnlina on searech mission South
of KISKA contacted small enemy AKX and attacked with ? 500
round hombs and machine guns bombs missed received an AA hole
in wing. Another Catalina on search North of “IS'A gontacted
enemy small AK, L heavy bombers dronped 24 500 pounders from
1,000 feet no hita, Catalina dropped 1 -Homd which also
missed then strafed decks with machine guns. 'MALIUT on
vatrol in this area then made contact and attacked on sur-
face with torpedces at 1600 yards, Torpedoes did not de-
tonate, ZEnemy vessel was Queen ship eq‘ulppod with 3 ﬁ'
forward and submerged torpedo tubes, orpedo miesed HALIWTYT
10 yards to »ort, HALI retired undamaged. )

12 2234 CTF 8 to CINCPAC.

Comtaskforoe 8 reply to your 112155, Oarrison strength LONG-
VIEW now 7500. Will be approximately 9000 about Gotober 23rd
et whioh time original FIREPLACE projeot will be approximately
oommted. CLIMATE and CAVERN 750 each of whioh is ultimate.
Ry #. Vhen gerrison st LONGVIEW reaches approximate

11000 about 15 November plan is to start garrisbn at AIMY

by movement of troops from LONGVIMW, Additional troops from
ALASKAN sasctor will eventually bring total to 11000 tro at
LONGVIEW and 4000 at ANULET, Estimate fighter etrin at CAVERN
will be ocmpleted about Novemder 10. Work sontinuing on ad-
ditional striv at LONGVIEW, Llanding area 3300 by 100 feet
will be finished by Ootober 18 at CLIMATE, ‘
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12 1316

14 1410 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC info COMINCH,

SINCPAC to CTF 8 to COMINCH, SOMNURNEEAFTONT

In view changing situation in Pacific Coean Arcas ad just-

ment of foroes must be made, BSelleve enemy deeply comraitted
in Sopac and not prepared to carry out more than minor raids
chiefly by submarines in lorthern ares. %e must continue
pressure and replace losses in Sopac and this requires all
forces that can be assembled, Tha anove fectors and im-
pending bad weather point reduotion in lorthern Force, Pare,
Propose following for your comment. A. On ocompletion present

patrol reduce surface foroes to those motually needed for
escort., Do not consider cruisers will be needed except as
escorts supplied by Cinopac for imnortant troop movements.
3, In view L more S boats shortly will be added to squadron
L5 Tetire large submarines after present patrols ocompleted,
Would aleo return Captain Tolelourh to Pearl if you cone-
sider duties can be performed hy Comdr, Gray, . Return

FLP4's for employment carriers or Sopso,

ZOMSOPAC to COMIMCH, CINCPAC, COMTOYRTPAC, CTF 217 62 63 6.

Copao operations, CUADALCAMAL 11ith had no pfround contscts.
Patrol found abandoned Tap 75 MM 2 eun batterf East of own
vosition, 2 hour air alert beginning 1240 L 1-11) 1llth,

Cnemy planes in waves, 16 #'s then 1% hombers and 4 @$'s then

8 bombers 4 #'s, Bombs dronped on ¥.OLI POINT. Shot down 8
Jap bombers 4 @'s, We lost 1 P-39 1 Grumman. GCrumman pilot
rescued, Our Task Force intercepted enemy surface vesrels
near “AVO ITLAND about midnight 1lth, Preliminary and in-
conclusive reports indicate enemy suffered consideraole dam-
age but details not yet confirmed, Air attack on 2 Jap
oruisers at 1020 L (-11) 12th Lat 09 South 157-15 East re-
gulted 1 torpedo hit severul near bomd misses on 1 CA left
dead in water burning. Ghormley sends. Carpender pass to
MacArthur, 60 hundred pound and 2 1000 >ombs dropped T'KA |
airdrome by B-17 striking force. 5 of 15 ¢'s on runway
destroyed. Many fires satarted, |

Situstion midnight 24-15 local, Estimate that 6 enemy AP
heavily supported bv surface ships will land large number of
troops on CACTUS tonight, Enemy carriers and s foree of
cruisers were renorted today about 250 miles north of VALAITA.
Our carrier group is refueline north west of POPY, And Tesk
Force 64 is at GBTTON aftar thelr recent action. Intend to
employ the carrier group and availa®le surface forces to -
vent further large scale landings feeling that the situatfon
is oritical and enemy reenforoements must be stooped 1if our |
noaltion in CACTUS is to be held, Eatimete our carrier group |
can be in position to strike late afternoom 15th and Thlkgroupi

17.8 can join Task Toroce 64 and reach the CACTUS aree after-
noon of the 1léth,
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13 2000 COMINCH %o CINGPAC Ipfo CofS ARMY,

15 0212

Your 070141 movement 12 B-17's cleared earlier today, Para,
This MTQGR must be considered speoial case incident to
oertaln general allocations of Army airoraft, Para, W¥hole
situation as to Army ailroraft in Pacific theater 1s ap-
proaching settlement whioh when nromulpated should enasle
you to make effective disvositions but without expecting

each allocation to involve renlacement from here. Chie? of J
Staff Army has by hand,

COMSOPAC to CTP 17,8, CTFP 64, Info CINCPAC, CTU 62.4,5, stg.

CTF 64 and CTG 17,8 join foroes vicinity Cinopac grid posit,
G 6295 (Long 165-30 % Let 13-45 3) about 5 hours GCT 1%
Oot, Rear ﬁdmiral Lee assume tactical ocommand conhined
foroe desisneted "'F 64, Send TG 17 destroyers to IIPTON
for fuel when considersd advisable, Combined TF proceed to
Operage general area to South and West of S0LOMONS ohsin

in pesition to intercept enemy forces apoproaching CACTU3
area from westerly direotion with apparent intent land
foroes or attack our nosition during night, Aveilable
enemy info is hroadcast addressed all ships and bases, This
changes my 141442, Detach units to proceed to RIITION for
fuel as necessary, Carpender pass to MacArthur

15 0246 COMSOPAC %@ CINCPAC Info COMINCH, ALL SHIPS TOPAC,

L, 1325

Urgently need this area 1 additionsl Army Infantry Division.
Present forces inoluding 43rd Division reenforced insufrficjient
to garrison present bases ana therefore obdviously inadequate
Support offenaive operations. Have neither on hand nor in
sight sufficient force to render CACTUS secure against pre-
sent infiltration tactica, Essential that CACTUS be @Ar-
risoned with a forge sufficlent to provide protection dis-
persed air flelds and to take a sustained and decisive of-
fensive against hostile forces on the Island, Although full
division with all componentsa is required urgency of need is
such that division should be sent out by regimental combdat
teams as ready. Plens being prepared for use NEW ZEALAHD~trocg
to garrison AZTEC and SLRACHER and to reinforoe POP?Y, (Com-
gensopac in complete accord, Copy by hand to him,

GOMINCH to CINCPAC, CTF 8, Info COMNOWESTSRAFRON,

Addressees only decode. Highest quarters interested in
practioability or making attack on ROODLE using 2 or 3 ORR
for bombardment with an AVD and some DD's in support and

with land based air coordinated in attack, Comment. By
hand to Admiral Lsahy,
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16 0035 COMGEN A8t MARDIV to CONSOPAC Info CTF 62.

Morning alr searches negative enemy land oconcentrations
along coaat between KOK'MMMNA and CAPE FCPERANCE, Alr s
striking at them, Request 2 destroyers be made available
at once for shore bombardment that area during daylight
hours, Profitable targets exist and psycholorrioal efract
on personnel here would be excellent.

15 2125 COMINCH 1o COMSOPAC Ipfo CINCPAC, |
|

Assume your 110214 refers to evacuation transports desig- |
nated as APH's., These ships are convoy loaded AP's intended |
transport troops from United 3tates and evacuate wounded |
from base hospitals on return, They do not enjoy the im-
munity of the Geneva Conference and therefore should not

be used as hospital ships 1n advanced arees except emeragency
and with escort. Normal troop capacity 112 officers 1200
troops and evacuation cupacity 166 eerious cases remainder
troop space for minor cases, No regular hospital ahips
avallable, Sopacfor authorized retain TRYON APH 1 for es-
sential purposes and to bs returned to United States earliest
practicable date, TRVON now under NT'S departing West Conmst

in PHALAMY 19 October, Suggest consideration demilitariz-

Ing STRATFORD for operation under Zeneva Conventlon., Adviase,

15 1744 COM 12 Lo VICE OPNAV info CINCPAC, CCMINCH, FPERS, etg,

In view of urgency move large number Navy personnel aon-
struction battalions renlacement personnsl to Pearl Harbor
South Pacific Bases and to Comsouwestpac imperative to
start program of oconverting FC2's to carry 50 officers 1000
troops, ﬁll transports not necessarily employed in named
movements, Recommend 1 EC2 be allooated by War Shipning
Administration immediately rfollowed by additional alloca-
tions every J weeks until situation relieved, To relieve
- irmedlate siturtion recommend MOUNT VEKNON be emnloyed for
shuttle trig to PEARL bhefore assignment to deslignated
movement, leet personnel officer reports at lesst 8000
enlisted nerson§ol to move. Cinocpac pass Serforpec.
nfo

15 2050 CTF 8 to TF g /ca ADC, COMINCII, SLHCPAC, COUSOUETSPATION, etg,

9 B-24's supported by 5 P-38's attacked KITXA 1% Votooer,
Dropped 180 incendiaries in ocamp area, made large rires
throughout camp, P-38's deatroyed 3 enemy float planes on
water, no other enemy planes seen. 1 3-17 took photos and
bombed submarine area with 6 500 pound bombs., Ships in
harbor reported as follows: 2 beached vessels previously

(Continued on next page)
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15 0921

16 0005

16 0025

COMATRCOPAC to COMSOPAC,

Comairaogao senda, KERYCDLT brings this messapge from
VANDERGRIFT, That Jap has moved in and emplaced artillery
of longer range than his which is shelling him nositions
and airfleld at will, That enemyv surface oraft move at
will in surrounding waters and shell his poeitions destruc-
tively both day and night and that he will be unable in-
definitely to hold these positions if this continues,
Geiger states that he ocan use no more aireraft until avges
sltuation imnroves and until destructive enemy fire om
airfleld from both land and sea is halted, S50 long as
enemy ships patrol the sea area off LI'NCA dey and night

I cannot see how MoFARLAND or PAB barge can be brought in
with reasonable ohance of succeas and until this is
changed the avgas situation cannot be improved to any

extent, Offensive air operations limited now to strikes
from BUTTON,

COMGEN 15T MARDIV %o COMCOPAC info CTF 62, COLAIRUOPAC.

At daylight 15 Oct 5 enemy AP's sighted unloeding along
coast from KUKUMBONA Westward, ZEKscorted by 1l oombatant
vessels with constant fighters over, OCur air made repeated
attacks, Set fire to ) AP's one of these now sunk other
8till burning. Remaining 2 FPA but stocd out with escort,
Bl7'as also attacked and were observed to hit at least 1

AP and 1 large combat ship, Air raid at 1130 AA shot down
3 bombers, Some damage to ~nlanes and runways, 5 zero
binleanea shot down in air fi-htine, Our combat lorses )
Fi'a 3 SBD's 1 P-39, 4 engined seaplens bombed position
twice during night. Naval zunfire 0030 to 0130, ) ships
firing. Damege to runweys planes and dumps, Casualties
12th and 13th 41 dead 15 injured, Planes avallable ap-
proximately 9 F4's 11 S3D's 7 P-40O'= and P-39's,

COMGEN Jet MARDIV to COMSOPAC Info CTF 62; 64, CINCPAC,

Despite destruction of 4 hostile transports and departurs

of remaining 2 estimate enemy landed ajout 10,000 troops
yesterday on CACTUS with considerable equinment and supplies
bringing total foroe ashore to at least 15,000, Our foroe
exceeds that number but more than half of It is in no condi-
tion to underteke a protracted land oampaign due to inces-
sant hostlile operaetions and labor connected with develop-
ment of this base over period of 10 weeks, The situation
demands two urgent and immediate steps; Afirm., Take and
maintain control of sea areas adjacent to CACTUS to pre-
vent further enemy landings and enemy bombardment such as
this force has taken forthe last 3 nights. Baker. Rein-
forcement of ground forces by at leest 1 division in order

that offensive ogagetionl may be initiated to destroy hostile

foroe now on 8AC

949

1
i




GREEN

SECRBT

OCTOBER (acCT)
16 0812 GOMSOPAC to CTF 64 Info CINCPAC, CTF 17 62 63a

Comsopas sends, Your 160330. No oontemplated sir opera-
tions CACTUS Area by Task Forge 17 Saturday. 3See my 160032,
Comairsopac and Comgen CACTUS will inform you their air
operations as practica,le. No shore bombardment by your
force contemplated at present except as directed in my
160722, 1In view of one and posaibly more enemy carriers
operate generally 3outh of Latitude 11-45 until air sesaroh
information from CACTUS or nlanes of Task “oroe 63 indios-
tes aporoach of suitable target,

16 0722 COMSOPAC %9 TTF 64 Info TP 64 CINGPAC, CIF 17 62 63,

Send 2 destroyers designating them Task "nit 64.5.1 to
proceed CACTUS arriving via LENGO CHANNEL dsylight 17th,.
Direct Task Commander contact Comgen CACTU™ on arrival
IUNCA roads to receive info bhombardment targets then
bombard enemy positions as direoted b¥ Comgen CACTU",

Upon completion bombardment asame dsy Task Uhit withdrew

by moat ex¥editious route to Jouth snd East of RUIMEL
ISLAND awaiting further instructions. Caution enemy mines
may be lald close inshore LTICC CHANNEL and in minable
waters CAPY ESPERANCE-SAVO, MaoFARLAND MERZDITH and VIREO

with PAB barge in tow may be in CACTUS area or retiring
via LENGCO CHANNEL during night,

16 0032 COMSOPAC to CTF 17 Info CINCPAC, CTF's 62, 63, 64, 6. cTG17,8,

Sighting of one enemy carrier group and information of Eos-
sible presence of second group on North flank off HTICH-
CACTU® supply line indiocates enemy effort sever that line,
Task Force 17 operate in general area to Eastward of BUTTON
proceeding thence by route South of ROSES to avold detection
b enemy carrier scouts., Strike enemy oarriers when favor-
able opportunity affords. When practicable inform me by
plane your fuel situation, This modifies my 150402,

16 0440 COMSOPAC 9 CINCPAC Info COMINCH,

From Comsopas, RDO CANBERRA 160233 and 160145 also 1 CV
to westward of NDENI, This appears to be all out en
effort against CACTUS possibly other positions also.
forees totally inadecuate meet situation, Urgently re-
quest all aviation reenforcement possible,
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15 2050

15 1346

CTF 8 (Continued)

reported, the one reported west of SOUTH HRAD now rsported
stripped of removable gear, 2 sunken ships in harbor 1

of which has been proviousiy reported, B-26's made 2
torpedo attacks on ships in G {UDE COVE, 1 erratio run
observed others probably hit bottom due to shallow water at
launching point. Our losses 1 P-38 and pilot. Comtaskforoe
8 sends, Radio stations addressed deliver locally to info
addees as follows Cominch, Cincpec, Comsowest and Norwestsea-
frontiers Com Generals Western Defence Corrsand CG ADC,

COMEOPAC to COMIMCH, CIMCPAG, CRUIESTPAS, CTF A7 62 63 64,

Sopac operations, 1040 L (-11) 14th search plane machine
g:nned 9 binlanes on bheach RZVATA, Believed all damaged,
ring night 13th-1,th GUADALCANAL shelled for 1 hour 20
minutes by BB cruisers and DD's, Shells identified as 1L,
12 and 8 inch, Our 5 inch scored direct hits on 3 DD's,
Cruiser planes overhead all night, Occasionally land bat-
tery shelled position during night. Morning search showed
2 large oil slicks debris and noats vwhere CA and DD where
attacked on 12th., Shelling damazed runways Somber fields
bomber fields destroyed 1 3-17, 5000 gals sas, 2 g's 1
homber shot down, At 1600 L (-11) and again at 1870 L
(-11) 14th enemy landinp force attacked by SD's, Near
misses only on AP's, 1 Grumann missing, OGTADALCAMAL
shelled again night 14th - 15th, Shelling ceased at 0315 L
(-11) 15th, No deteiled repmort, At 0300 L (-11) 15th
aneny force 4L cruisers 7 or 8 DD attacked hy &4 HTR vioinity
SANDFLY passage, L nrobable hit on oruiser, At 0624 L
(=11) 15th GUADALCANAL reported enemy landing forae in §
AP's 1 AP or AKX supnorted by 1 B3 2 ©L's 4 DD's 15 miles
northwest SAVO, Shortly after ensmy began landing troops
to westward KOKUMRONA, Alr strik of 5 %—17'3 ocontaoted at
1145 L (~11) 15th, Renorted 3 direct hits on transports,
2 transnorts burning, B% oripnled, Shot down 1 @, At
1445 L (-11) 15th 5 B-17's out for strike against eneny CV
reported lat 09 S Long 165 ® at 1351, No renort yvet. At
1533 L (-11) 15th Task Unit 62,4.5 attacked by 9 dive
hombors Lat 13-18 South iong 163 East, No deamare, Ghomley
sends, Carpender pass to MacArthur. At 1430 L (-11) 15th
GUADALCANAL reports 3 tranaports beached and burning fiercely.

Near SAVO Island 1 53 or CA whioh was hit oy B-17 bomb, 1 CL
and 5 DD's
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16 1326 SOLSOPAC to CINGPAC, COMINCH COMSHPAC, CTP

16 2138

16 0106

17 0800

GHEEN

GCT

Sopac operations, Jomgen GUADALCANAL estimated about

10000 Jap troops landed CUADALCANAL during morning 15th,
lorning air searches 16th from € ADALCANAL negative, snemy
land conocentrations observed along coast from ESPERANCE to
KOK'IMBONA, Ghormley sends. Ca psnder pass to liacArthur.
0200 L(-11} 16th VP's on search for enemy CV reported at-
tack on enemy oruiser Lat 09-50 South Long 164-55 East. Be-~
lleve hits soored on cruiser bow, During afterncon l6th
VoFARLAND delivered 32,5000 rellons aveas to ADALCANAL,
MeFarland bombed 1745 Love 16th, Stern damaged nroceeding
RTING3OLT, Two Jag AP's seven DD Lat 02-59 “outh Long 156-10
East attacked by ©°3D's, One AP hit left Surnina. Other AP
near misses. Continued course toward MTADALCAYAL,

COMAIRSOPAC to CIMCTAC Info CCMTOPAC, CUNINCH, TFIAKR,

Comairsnpac sends, Atronegly recommend earliest formation of
Navy shore based alr striking @roup for long rence offenaive
operations thia area. Groun to oonsist earentially ? aquad-
rons each R-24,'s, riphters and torpedo-dive brmbers, Last

2 equipped with latest tvpes now bepinnine production. In
meantime consider hiechly desirable assicnment to CAJTUT ae
renlacement for carrier squadrons now in process seing with- |
drawn 1 eaoh fishter., Dive bomber and torpedo sauadrone,

These to be drawn from carrier reslacements of suffticient
operat lion hasic trainine. Actual carrier sxperisnce not
essential, To be assigned operationally as a proup under

air commander CACTUS, Combat sxperience thus gained in

shore based stetus will be .nvaluasle information future

air striking groups which definitely necessary to successful
war this area,

. i
CONCOPAC to CO Lth DF BTN, COMGIN Nuske, CI?GPAQJ_Clmbc;f!IBHQEw

Comgen RCSES pass to GO Lth Defense 3attalion action. lpon
arrival ROSES 9th Defense Sattalion report Comgen RC3ZI for
duty defense base R0SES upder princinle unity of command,
Relleve Lth defense battalion whioh ambarks same vessels, 5
and 3 inch batteries with ammunition mnd present installations
remain intaot at ROSES, 155 and 90 mm batteries complete

with ammunition remain ajoard shin, Battalions authorized
exchange serviceable tentage at discration, nNations will bde

exchanged, All other equipment inoluiing vehicles and tankas {
remain with own organization,

COM3OWESPAC to CINICPAC Info CNAQPAC, COMINCH,

Cinopac 170123, All 6 fdeet sutmarines now based ARODE are

in northeast area as follows: South M®¥ IRELAND between

RASAUL and KAVI™NG, SAINT GFORGE CHANNEL, PAISI, SOUTH NEW
GEORGIA, betwean NEN GFORGIA apd CMOICFYIL ITLAND, one pro-

ceeding southeast alons north coast of TOLMING to round 952 '
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17 0800 COLISOWESPAC ‘Qﬂﬂ&lnﬂldl

16 222]

17 1536

east and ISAJEL ISLAND enroute to bass. Four of these
directly supvorting Soupao operationes in CHO!F!U¥ SMORTLAND
area. :lo additional fleet subs can be move his area
within reasonable time although two mors enrgute from PINA-
FORE, My 300818 Sent and 140640 Ootober. 2 7 class sub-
marines with 12 torpedoes emch can be sent natrol SAI™C
area ETA 27 Ootober 12 days on station thenoe return AYDE
for overhaul prior tranasfer vour command accordance first
reference, =slternative see Cinopaoc 092205 Octoher and my -
l%ﬁil. 3 subs of Suydiv 53 oan depart AWDE 20 Ootober with
1”2 torpedoes each %TA CACTUS 28 Octorer remaininz® on station
12 days thencse nroceed S''VA and join "RIPFIN nlus other three
aubmarines that divirion, After overhaul there tender and &
suhs nroceed PANAI'A, Muat know irmediatel: if aither nlan

desired in order nermit modifioation tormedo loadincs, Mag-
Arthur has this,

GINCDPAC to CTF 8 Info COMNIMNCH, CON'IORYICRATRON,

Propose to reduce your crulsers to 2, Advise vhen prasent
commitments permit and name 6 inch orulser to mo, e to
Jverwhelming need for streneth in SoPac comnent on rclief of
remaining 2 by LALEISH and DETROIT.

COMOOPAS to COLINCH, CIMCPAC, CTF 16,17,62,63,64, CIC/SSTPAC.

Jopac operations. Later report PBY attack 0245 Love (-11)
16th states 1 torpedo hit on bow of 1 oruiser of 10 oruisers
and DDs lat 09-50 South, Long 164-55 R%ast. kKacPALLAND wae
attacked At 1745 love {(-11) 16th by B type 99 ? place dive
bombers., Stern was slown off aft of after deok house. Now
anchored TULAGI, 4 zeros shot down, 7 3-17's at 1750 Love
{=11) 16th dronpped 44 500 nound bombs on enemy supplies
KOKIMBONA BEACH, Several fires started., 5 zero attaoked

1 B-17, 1 zero shot down., All our planes returned, B-17
on searoh Lat 08-55 South, long 160-46 East shot down serial
4L3. No ground activity GUADALCANAL 16th, Our air struok
troop conoentrations supplies and battery positions inces-
santly throushout 16th, 14 Alchi type dive bombers and 8
2eros over GUADALCAMAL at 0745 Love Ftll) 17th, 8 bombders

2 zeros dovned by planes, Unknown number others shot down
by AA, Our loss 1 plane missing, !No other damage. GChormley
sends. Carpender pess to MacArthur, 15 twin encine >ombers
acoompanied by many zeros hombed porition at 1315 Love (-11)
17th. Our planee unable pein altitude in time intercept.

1 bomber probably shot down. Our losees none.
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1R 1426 COMSOPAC to Com ]2, COMINGH, CIMGPAG, >0"'~C /A"PAC, eto, etg.

18 2327

Jopao operations, CTF 17 reports shot down 1 Kawanishi
type 97 twin tall 4 ensined fl-ins oat lat 1 =20 South,
Long 162-47 at 1255 L(-11) 15th, =~lso 1 itaubishi type

97 twin eneine land bomber at 0949 L (-11) 16th, 1In Tap
attack 0745 L{=11) 17th renortad yesturday Ax ~ot 6
wmbers, Morning 17th 2 our DD bombarded enemy positions
‘dest of KOFTMIIUIA, 2000 rounds fired, At least 2 ammuni-
tion dumps set off, biany other fires sterted, Afternoon
17th GUADALCANAL search planes RIGIATA %Y attacked by 6
float biplanes 1 float zero 1 enemy nlane shot down, One
3BD missing, GUADALIANAL plunes made 4 attscks apainst

Jap positions, GUADALCANAL reported soin.~ shelled by
sinrle cruiser or L) night 17th-1%th, rire ceared 0010
L(-11). igain re-orted heavy fire 0013 L{-11). 1250
L{-11) 18th OUADALCAIAL attacked by mjout 20 )imbers 20
Zzeros, B bombers ll zeros shot down, Grunmans missing.
lalsey sends, Jarpender pars to iiacArthur. Delayed roport
TT 17 states in daylong operstions 16th strafed burnes 12
float nlanes REKATA, deatroyed fuel Aumn aa positionn, At
GUADALCANAL made 1 direct hits on beached transport.s aset
fires sunnly dumps strafed silenced ‘A fired landing »arpgen
KOTTIXMA to “"7TINANCE, Yo damare no casunlties own force,

CIMCPAC 't0 COMSODPAC, Info COMNIMIII, e, 18t Mardiv,

&
Tuggest earnest conalderation sending Oth .mfanta In+stelion
direct to CACTU” instead relfaving Lth Defenss Bettslion
at ROSE3, This move will siva Vanderrift doudle numbar
155 ¥M guna he renuested which ara “edly needsd, #1ill
douhle antiairo-aft protection for fields, supnlies, and
installations by hoth heavy and automatioc weanons which
in secomdary role will tremendously inarease eround
defenre against tanks and troons, “'nit mlso has nowerful
ground defense nower in thirty callber machine sune, rer-
sonnel involved much less than i units of aqual fire nower
but organized for moblle offensive operations were sent
in, Unit in ships read- for immedlate movenent and per-
sonnel already acclimated to tropics, ieliar Lth Defense
would be »ostnoned but mova considered impelled by
oritical sltuation end am sure personnel of Lth will
rladly contri mte their part to ensure success “alT.l,
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19 1256

20 1321

20 0407

COM3OPAC _to COMINCH, CIGDAT, ZOVTAPA". TP 16 17 62 63 Gh.

Sopmo operations, (UADALCANAL 18th no ground aotivity,
1750 L{-11) 20 hombers 70 zeros dronned »ombe vioinity
defense lines. Our fichters interoapted manot down 11
zeroe R bombera, Two Crummans lost, 7 killed 12 wounded
by hombine, From 2000 to 0100 love maintasned 330 and
PRY patrol over Jap nositions strafing honbine, Three
enemy CA's lat 07-45 South Long 157-05 .iast at 1700 love
19th bombed by search planes, o hits, R.17's out for
atrike afternoon 19th fnllowed by PRY strike at night,
Ho renort on these, Halsey sends, Carpender pass to
MacArthur,

CO.:B0PAC to COMINGH, CINCPAS, CO'ITCHETPAS, 77 62 63 64 16 17.

Sopac operations, 1810 love (-11) 19th 3 DD's with 10 float
binlane escort northwesat TAVC hombad by 530'a, OUne DU ap-
peared damased but eontinued on course, Une enemy plane
destroyed, All our planes returned. iLue to -ad weather
only two of 6 PRY's reached target 2 CA's 2 DD's one mile
West POINT CRUZ at midnight 19th, Prom 2000 feet one nlane
got direct hit on oruiser, Two heavy explosions heard.
Gther PBY's hombed beach PGINT CRUZ to TATTAPARGNGA, All
our plenes returned. On GUADALZANAL little ground activity
19th. 15 zeros over position 1330 L (=11). 2 shot down.
One Grumman lost. 0100 (-11) 20th bombed eneny DL off
KOKUMRONE. HALSTY sends, Carpender pass to MacArthur, 3o
zeros over airfield at 1045 (-11) 20th followed by 16 bdombers

at 11L5. 7 zeros 1 probably plus 2 sombers shot down, 2
our pilots missing,

COMMARYING 1 to COMATRCOPAC,
i oW 3 to COMATRSC

Info CONOPAC, GIHCPAC. eto,

Essential that reserve aireraft be maintained SITICH area
for renlacements at CAZTII", Paat experliences have required
50% replecements SM's and FLF's every 10 days, Should Jap
pressure continue CAZTUT will require 1R FL¥ and 18 °HD with
1007 flizht orews every 10 davs, DPass to Commaralirwingapac,
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21 1723

21 1630

21 0517
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COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC, COMALIPAC,

Part 1 of 3 my 211630, Hidom. Your 172359, Concern-

ing airoraft, Joint Chiefs of Staff have approved folliowing
forces by 1 Januery, 1943, For NENCAL-FPIJI_EPATE-NDENI-
GUADALCANAL area: 2 groupa Army heavy bombers total 70
planes. ? groups Army fishters total 150. 1 group Army
medium bombers total 52, 5 squadrons VPR total 60, Four

18 plane squadrons VNP, Pour 18 plane sauadrons VMW, )
squadron VMT3, 40 VOS nlanes, 13 Army an) 36 Navy trens-
port vlanes. 3 sruadrons RNZAF [ludsons and 'tHTAP Vinoenta
and Singanores now at VA,

Part 2 of abhove, DPara 2, Tig Cast Sail directive also
provides for flow of renlacements personnel and material
to meet aotualities of expenditures and attrition, DPara 3,
Navy part of these inoreases in air strength is under con-
trol of Cincpao, Copy of JCS directive forwarded by mail,
To meet these and other requirements. PacFleet nool Aur-
ing Ootober will receive following approximate totals:

8C VF, 85 V3B, 50 VT3, 20 VPB, 7 VR and inshore patrol
VO3

Here is last pert of three my 211630, Hicom, iuring
November: 125 VF, 75 V3B, 50 VIR, 75 VPB and 10

inshore patrol VOS5, Foregoing includes VOS planes for

new squacrona VS7D 14 and V38D 14, Para four, Informa-
tion as to avnilability of planes and personnel now in

area and now enroute is iknown to you, Information as to
dates of Army reenforoements snd flow of Army replacements
other than that you have not now available but will be
forwarded when reoeived, Para five. V‘oncerning other
craft in separate despatoh, Para six Halsey pass to llarmon.

COMSOPAC to VICE OPNAV, Info CINCPAC, com 12, WIDOCKS,

Reoent developments have intensified the need for lamedi-

ate shipment of all items in Vice Opnav 131255, The unlosd-
ing situation has been deocidedly imnproved and there are

now only 6 ships in the harbor for unloading, vom 12

152320 to Vice Opnav states that IONGFTZLLOW, ALDRICH and COLT
will be used for shipment of oonatruction materials, Addi-’
tional cargo ships on West Coast must he made available im-
mediately for further shipment of materials includine the
complate Yards and Docks somponent of a CUR requested in

my OlOL5L4, The large numbere of personnel afloat and ashore
and the shipe to be supplied from this base require that a
major supply denot be established here lnestead of the
Advanced gaue Supply Depot originslly ocontemnlatsd, The
total covered storase recuired for .daval supnlies is now
estimated at one million square feet instead of the two
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COMTOPAC (Continued),

hundred thousand square feet first recommended, Paymaster
Ganeral conours in this estimate, «eryest 200 more store
housea 40 by 100 feet be furnished for this ~urnose, and

10 more refrigerator storehoures, lisquest nonploto lumber
and hardware for 160 by 600 foot pler, and ) comnlete sets
of battalion hand tools for WIIT ‘wﬂ'\ WTTCN and :AXTUS,
large number of develonments »nlannad at AlITT MOPY re-
quires construction of all tvpes of ahore facllities ror a
complete laval base includine facllities for over 20 , 000
men, The maximum poesible urgency must bSe manigned to the
develonment of this base., To plan and direct the activities
of the 19th, 20 and 24th Construction 3attalions which will
he temporarily used in this ares and to he I'yblic Aorks Of-
Ticer of the Naval %ase at VHITZ P0PY request that a Captain

or vormander in the Civil tnginesr Corps be immediately as-
signed for this duty,

COLATRTOPAC_to COMFAIRWECTCOAST, Info WAR!, JLlTPAC, ete,

Here roes acoount oritical shortave riuhters wouth Paciria
oonsideration veing ~iven to proposal load ALTAMAHA with
ajiroraft to proceed direct from SAN DIEGC, It ray be nec-
egssary to: (a) Reduce AVC units to one third allowance,
(b) Reduce VI 11 to half allowance, (c) Take aome FLF'a
from Marine fighter Squadrons. 3ased on forecoing renuest
recommendation as to date of readineas and approximate
oomposition of cargo for ALTANMAYA aircraft to he in fly

off ocondition, Reocommendation also requeated concerning
enuipping one Marine Tighter Joundron uith 2, unita and best
pilots avalilable for earl; service in Topac. Crizinmtor
Comairpac for sation Somfairwestcomst, NG nesn, 177 ~ive
to Buaer for info, Cincoac has,
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s Ts o
zeros over fleld 1115 L{.1l1), 6 zeros shot down by Orumans,
1 bomber by AA. 2 bombers left smoking. 2 Crumans mis-
aing. 4 others damaged by enemy fire. 9 killed 4Li wounded.
GUADALCANAL ground forces 21st small conteot MATANIKAU,
Japs used some 9 ton tanks, These withdrew under artillery
fire, Our planes ocontinued harassing missions against enemy
ground foroes, Ocoupled village on KU3ISELL ITLAND hombed
strafed by 3 3BDs, 22nd several groups enemy nlanes over
GUADALCANAL 13 to 1400 L9-11), Yade contact with only 5
due to weather, These were rfixed landing gear dive bombers,
All 5 shot down., Airfield TICH shelled by enemy sub 0730
L{-11) 23rd., Halsey sends, Carpender pams to MacArthur,

COMAMPHIBRORSOPAC to CINCPAC, Info COMINCH, COUSCNESPAC, otg,

Following additional information obtained from prisoners and
dlaries, Foroe engaged off ".VC JTLAMND night Octo“er 11712
was prooeeding CACTUS to bombard airfield, Officer nrisoner
states FURUTAKA was second sruiser in column snd not third,
Rear Admiral Zonji Goto Oipmaba commanded force., Jome indi-
cation from nrisoners statements that AURA FIW'MARA FIKITVYA
and accompanving 3 DDs were jolned by 2 licsht cruisers and
other DDa, Ensign from FURUTAKA states he saw another orul-
ser sinking while his ships was golng down. FUHUT.LA sank
stern first, DUlscrepancies in stiutement: o prisoners nlaim-
ing to ve from S:IRAKUNMO indicate possibility that they may

be from different ) DDs, vomamphibforaopaec sends, Comsopao
has this,

COMAMPHIBFORSOPAC to CINCPAC, Info COLNOPAC, COMAIRTOPAS ., @%c.

From prisoners statements and diarles learned that CHOYAL

KAKO ACBA KINUGASA FURUTAKA TATSUTA TEHNRYU and 1 of 2 DDs

took part in attack on our foroes nisht Aupust 8-9 off 2AVC 15«
LAND, This force came around west side SAVO ISLAND and veered
continually left till it retired, Firing was initially to
starboard. No Japanese shipe sunk or hit by tornedo. AUBA
had demage to forward turret, YAXO demaced, Statement mde
that force came from KAVIENG or RABAUL., iHoutes of approanh

end retlrement not known, 1 prisoner says that no lasnd was
viai rle during daytime considered probable that at least part

of force ocoame south of Island chain which area not air scouted

on 8th, Para, KAYO received ) torpedo hits and sank ahout
0700 love (~11} on August 10, Diary says 651 men reacued
bafore KAXO sunk, Ulary states AP XINRVY VFAMY and DD MUTI'II

were sunk on August 25, Comamphforsopac sends, Comsopao has.

CINCPAC to COMINCH.

Request approval exchange DETHCIT and HALEIGH for oruisers in

T® B in view Theonald's 172343 and oritical need for maximum
strength in Sopme,
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COMAIRCOPAC to CUMSOPAC Info CTF 62 64 61 COMSO.JMNPAS.

Comairsopac sends, Results B-17 strikes today, All planes
armed with four #ive hundreds. 5 ~lanes sent to intercept
enemy LCGNG victors et Lat 0R-05 long 164-30 failed to ine
tercept. 2nd flight 6 nlanes nighted 12 enemy ships 1430
love (~11) lat 07-50 long 163-L0 courre 000 speed 25 drop-
ped at 1510 from 15500 feet on 7% nil hits, Other atipa
this force not identified but no =V, Opnosed 7y 1and plane
VI and AA, Third strike 6 planes altitude 13500 at 1710
hit force of 2 CA and 4L DD {n lat O0R17 long 160 ? hits
certain on undamaced CA, “hiprenorted left desd in water
burning heavilv, L4 exnlosions noted after attack, Leader
reports his attack was precedad at 1700 h»y Dauntless at-
tack which also obtained one hit on other cruiser., All
plenes returned, Please pass to Jomrensopao.

COMOOPAC to COMINGH CINGDAC COMTOYWINTPAC CTF 62 6] 63 G4, ete.

Jopac operations, 3 Catalinas made night torpedo attacks

on Tap ships THORTLAMD TYOLEI aresa at 0245 L {-11) 23rd,

Two torpedoes at CL anchored off MOILA CITT one hit cartaln,
One hit probahle., Also 500 pound Jombd hit on another . op
DD, Third nlane attacked prohable 7 one torpedo vicinity
SRVENZA ICLAND results unobserved due to AA and searchlishts,
All nlanes returned, Nisht 23rd search nlane contacted two
proups enemy Naval force, 2027 L 23ré one proup Lat OL-55
South long 164-52 Test CV 3L DD, Cne group CA L mnd ?

DD, CV deacrihed as flat top no island anout GO0 feet lonq
{ne Cataline with torpedo made contact vith ZA 2L and 3 LD
at 0110 L 24th Lat 06=-09 South long 164-14 last, Torpedo
dropped at 40O yards on CA described as LIOGAMI class. force
Oopened with AA after attack, Larce explosion which may have
been torpedo hit noted durinz retirement, OUn IADALCATAL
haginning 1R00 L 23rd Japs 1miad hesvy barrare nn our front
lines along MATANIKAU RIVER, A1l calibers includine aix inch,
“"hen barrage lifted Jape attempted river crosalng in force
with tanks and massed infantry. Pour attacks thrown back with
Tlve large enemy tanks destroyed. Our air and artillery took
under fire Jap force observed eArly morning 24th attenpting
outflank left MATANIVA'T RIVIR 1ine, Mne TI% shot down Yy

Jap AA, Pllot sunner rescued passenger missing, !mlsey
senda, Carpender pass to lMacArthur,
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Copec operationa. GUADALCAMAL renorts 16 Jan sombers ahout
20 zeros over airfield 1120L (-11) 23rd., 20 zeror 1 bomber
destroyed. 3 bombers left smoxing, All our silots safe.
lalsey sends, Carpender pass to MagArthur, 1315 L ?3rd our
search nlane at INDISPENTIHSLE 3TRAIT shot down Jap 4 engine
flying boat, Small mroups enemy planes over “UADLALCAMNAL
1300 L 23rd., Group of 5 dive bombers sightesd shot down. 1
330 erashed take off pilot punner killed, Cn ground only
activity artillery fire, Cur artillery and air concentrated
on enemy 155 mm position which Jalieved damared,

26 OLLO CTF S0 ISCPAC

My 260200, Damages ENTZRPRICY more extensive. 2 homb hita,
Number 1 elevator out of commisslion, Can operate reduced
number plenes, More details latar, “C""™! DAYCT.A bomb hit
on turret 1, TORTLAND steerins geer unrelianle. 54t JUAN
2 small compartments flooded, TORTER sunk, Uther DD's
damaged. Requeat tanker lat 14 aouth, 170 easnt roon as
practicable, Prom Comtaskfor 61 to “smsopac,

26 0210 cCTP 61 to S MTNPAS.

1 carrier of THOVAYAU Class hit by 3 1000 1»e, Other ear-
rier of aame class hit by 2 500 1lhs homh»s, That oarrier
amoking and being attaoked by 317's in nosition latitude 07-
05 3Jouth lonritude 161-56, MOCAMI CA hit 5y 2 1000 15 bombs.
1l hit and 2 near missaes on 98, HKNTRIRICK 1nnd1n§ HORNET
planes, This report will be amplifisd, FENTIHPUIAR attacked
L times, lo serious damage, From Comtaskfor 61 to Comso-
pac, Flirsht deck immobilized due to n»ortion of HORNET groun.
Will endeavor to send extra nlanes to IPTICM, Comtaskgroup
17.2 252340 gives information on 'CRNET,

26 0210 COMOCPAC to COLISWDATZ, STR 62 42 61 63 CINCPAC, SULINCIH

Jopac operations, During 25th Jap naval iorces approached
GUADALS/ANAL from southwest north west and north, Others
operatine to northeast GUADALCAIAL, Few reports yet received
from our striking forces, 1115 Love {-11) 25th lat 07-50
south, long 160-28 east our search plane shot down Jap fly-
ing boat, 1052 love 25th GUADALCANAL reported receiving nava)
gunfire from 2 orulsers 1 DD, 1300 love 4 Z3)'s from CUADAL-
CANAL scored 1 hit 1000 pound homb on forecaestle of enemy CA
also damaging hit or nesr misa on CL, CA dead in water.
Enemy force consisted 1 CA 1 CL 3 ID. 2nd ST strike scored
hit on CA and near miss on CL same force at 1700 love., B5-17
Btrike of 6 planes also hit this Jap foreae at 1710 love., 2
500 npound bomh hitse oertain on CL, Left dead in water burn-

(Continued on next paca)
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26 0210 COMCOPAC to COMSYPAC, etg, (Continued)

ing heavily. 4 explosions noted after attack, At HFKATA WY
2 small AK's with deck load vehicles and 20Xe8 atrafed by
saarch plane, >’lane attacked by 2 float biplanes, 1 bi-
plane shot down. Cn ground 24th little action mlong MLATAN.
IKAU where our nosition intaot, Beginning midnight eontinu-
ing through early morning 25th Japs attaocked toward airfisld
from south, Army battalion reinforoed Marines and position
held durine night, Halsey sends, Jsarpender pass to Mac-
Arthur, Japs still attacking this area morning 25th, In
air over GUADALCANAL 25th enemy fighters throughout day at
irrepular intervals, 17 Jap fighters shot down, 16 Jap
heavy bombers over at 1435 love ?Sth, S rombers shot down,
9 dlve homhers Af{~hi type attenkad nosition at 1500 love.

Cnly minor demape by bombs, 2 our fishter nilots Jumpad and
rescued,

<7 OLR6 Zomsopec to Cinopsc, Cominch, CTF 61 62 63 64 L7, eto,

Sopac operations. B-17 on searsh 1C20 L{-11) 25th was st-
tacked by 6 Nagoya landplene zeros with bellytanka, 1 zero
down in flame, Bombardier killed, Cur nlane raturned,
Taskforce 64 made offensive BweeD through area weast GUALAL.
CAMNAL avening 2Sth, No eurfage contact with eneny, Pre-
lininary reports from Task Foroe 61 indicete that force got
3 1000-pound bomb hits on 1 enemy CV. 2 500-pound oamd hits
on another CV, Both CV's SHCKAKU olasa, 2 1000-pound Jsomba
on CA LCCAMI clase, 1 hit 2 near misses on Jap 8B, lalsey
sends, Carpender pass to MacArthur, PBY reported at 0215
L 27th had torpedoed Jap carrier result not seen, Jap foroe
1 CA 1l CL 4 DD which was reported under attack 25th by 33D
twice and B-17 atrike once was again attauoked by 23AD's and
P-39's at 0700 L 26th, P-39 mot 1 500-pound bomb hit on

CA. Vary near miss on CL by 3BD, Yoth oruisers prooseding
8lowly leaving large oll slicks, Jap D) whioh shelled
SELINOLE morning 25th were strafed by &4 Grummans, 1 LD elso
hit by 3 5-inoh shells from LI'NCA batterv, At 7 ADALCANAL
Japs attacked in force during night 25th-26th, Main attaok
down L'NGA River from South, 1 attack this sector by J
29th infantry penetrated lines south of airfield, Cur lines
here restorad b% strong oounterattaok of 1 64th infantry,
Along MATANKAU River 7th Marines drove Taps to esouth, luring

25th our AA shot down 1 bomber 3 zeros, Ground troope got
1l zaro,
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SOMATREOPAC to GCVCOTAS, Info STF 62 61 6b.

Amnlifving report 51 P 6 261540, At 0055 eneny foroe
25V 1 932 JA2 L1 DD lat 06~51 long 165-06 nouree

030 apesd 20, 1 Y very larga with small island other

UV smaller with flush deck, Yo nlanes on deck either
carrler, Fish dronped at 500 yards at largest carriar,
Results unobserved due heavy i\, (ther .ataline srmed
with L contact 500's mede steep glide bombing attack on
<A at 0105 L (-11) lat O04-25 ong 16435 course 080 spead
30. 2 bombs under stern threw water over ship and into
tunnel hatch. 2 direct bomb hits rfell aft stn¢k 1it up
shin permlitting identification. After retirament > larpee
axnlosions seen at same location, Attack onnosad hy heavy
AA until after both hita, [’lane demaged but returned
safely, No other ships in area, 23rd Catalinm no sontaot,

CTF 61 to COMTOPAC,

'y (Comtaskfor 61's} 260L4®, This mction to -omsonac,
Damare now determined requires follswinge ships proceed to
port for further examlnation and temnorary renairs, .MNT:l-
CRIFE PORTLAND SAM TIATT SMITH “AURY, “UAW with survivors
of TORTEX not damaped, Commanding Crficer """ Da{Ta
seriously wounded, Guns of turret ? ninked hy frasments mt
mAy be serviceaila., Followine undamaged =M 7iMitaAy »iuiTaM
VARAN CUOHING,  Also TMEAU now with me, Add!tional dam-
are SNTERPRITE, Yorward gvro out. L4 feet Adown by the
head, Tragment holee in rldes, !Number 3 and 4 homb
alavators out, -Also 5 Inch ammunition holsts to aroups 1l

"and 2, Forward 50 feet hanger deck hulead. 3 radio trans-

mitters out. 1 DF loon shot away. Depaussine canles cut,
Parsonnel casualties “MTEIDPHICE 30 dead 60 wounded, POIHT-
LAND 1 steerine unit out other unreliasle., Versels task
force 17 are ahout to join me,

SOMBCPAC to COMIMCH Info CIHCPAS, CCUALIETOPAC, o wnuMrap
i ————- e e e

| ]
dbia g

comsopao to Cominch Info Zinepac “omairsopac. (Jee Pinks)

to CINCPAC Info Cpnav, Cumserforpac, Gog;gon.aggocg.

A base oommand separate from Beronsopac is esaential this
aref for planning oonstruction und administration, Your
710275 and my 230837, Llong known need for base oonatruoe
tlon on large sonle now resmphanized by damase to shipr and
lack of fagllities for adenumte aupport of land sased air
and amphiblous operations, If approved I nlen to ansign
GCaptalin W I Carter now in this area as Commander Naval Fmses
South Paclific Area, Request following additional personnel
report by air: 1 Capt for aviation planning, 1 Colonel
Marine Corps for planning land and AA defensaa 1 Cantain

SCOMOOPAC

(Continued on next page) 962
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27 0437 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC, oto. (Continued)

28 0511

23 0326

28 0381

CEC for advanced base planning and constructirn and 1
Commander or Lt Comdr Specialist in each of the follow-
ing: Aircraft maintenance, Alrcraft supplies, Aerology,
Ship 4aintenance, Radio Material, Radar degaussing loops
and sono buoys, mines, nets and booms, torpedoes, ord-
nance plua appropridte officer personnel for operation
of 3outh Pacific Advanced Base Depot. Ref Opnav 241938.
Additlonal assistants to the Commander “aval Bages will
be furnished from this area or requested by desnatoh 1if
recommended organization is approved. Early sction re-

quested, Opnav deliver Ceminch Fupers and docks for
info,

CINCPAC to COMINCH

For Admiral King only. While not havin-: complete pioture
belleve WASP announcement somewhat promature unloss cer-

taln that Japs had full knowledge of 1t. Also immodiate
release of PORTER's name was hard on morale of dependents
therefore on ovr personnel. Recommend previous polioy of

withholding name of ship until 1t can be ammounced that
next of kin have been informed.

COM3QPAC to COMINCH, CINCPAC, CTF 6], COMSOWESFAC, etg.

Further report. Sopac operations. PBY attacks early
morning 27th states enemy force conaslsted 2 CvV, 1 BB,

2 CA, 2 CL, 1 DD lat 06~41 south long 165-0€ east, 1 CV
very large small 1sland. Other CV smaller with flush
flight deck. No planes on deok elther carrier. Torpedo
was-dropped 800 yards at larger carrier, Heavy AA. An-
other PBY with 4 contaot 500 pound bombs made steep glide
on CA at 0106 love (-11) 27th lat 05-25 south 1 161-35
east., 2 bombs under stern throwing water over :afp. 4
direct hits aft stack, After retirement of plane, 2 large
explosions secn. Heavy AA until after bomb hits, Plane
damaged but returned safely. Halsey sends. Carpender
pass to MacArthur., On QUADALCANAL during night 28th-27th
numerous smal’ attaocks by Jap land foroes., 411 repulsed
outside our wire. Last 5 days our oasuslties B6 dead,
109 wounded. Jap losses 9 tanks (14-18 tons), one roi-
Imental battery, many hea;%E$gg light machine guns,. t
least 2000 Japs killed, » ZANE report being attacked
by 3 new Jap DD while returning from GUATALCANAL 25th.
Scored at least four hits on DD's. They report at least
2 of these Jap ships sunk by GUADALCAEA{ bombers.

CINCEAC to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH

Am concerned over each of defenses of BUTTCHN and desire
to assist you in every way to improve them. As there
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28 0351 CINCPAC to CCMSQPAC INFO COMINCH

was no basic Joint plan for its establishment suggest you
have one drawn up for its defenses and I will submit it to
Cominch for approval and implementation. Enroute to vou
18 copy of Joint Chiefs of 3taff Aircraft Plan which sets
BUTTONS aircraft complement by January lst as 13 Army med-
ium bombers, 25 Army fighters, 18 V3B, 8 VO3, and 18 VP.

28 0921 COMNAVUNIT BUTTON to COMSCPAC INPO COMAIRSOPAC, CIXCPAC

COOLIDGE struck two mines 0930. 3ank SEGOND CHANNEL 1050
local Octoter 26 in about 20 fathoms. Vessel and cargo
total loss, Army personnel on board 4604, Known loss 1
officer, 3 men, 27 additional missing but reported seen
ashore, Navy personnel on board 2 officers, 50 enliated;
all saved. Crew ship reported 280. Only loss 1 fireman,
Survivors being temporarily based ashore. Channel open
to normal traffic. 3hip entered Channel through mined
entrance, laster states was not notified of existence
mine field. Plcket boat with pilot stationed proper ente-
rance could not attract attention of ship or overtake.
Signal station ashore warned ship but ship could not kil}
headway before hitting mine, DBeached turned over to port
and slid off coral ledge into deep water one hour twenty
minutes after hitting mine., Letter report follows.
Comairsopac has by hand for information. And passes,
Comnavunit BUTTON originates.

20 1001 MACARTHUR to COMSOPAC INFO CINCPAC

Can utilize to advantage from airdrcmes this area any
available B-24's, Re Comacpac 272330, Asaume planes
belong 20th Oroup, 3quadron just arrived here from that
group grounded about four days for replacement nose wheel
collars., Due to lack protection underneath where inter-
- ception ia normally expected consider this type should
be used in night missions. Otherwise operstional losses .
and damage will soon reduce weight of attack below that -
wh'ch can be regularly sustained in night operations, ‘ :
Pilots of squadron just arrived here not yet competent for
night operations under adverse weather conditions encount-
ered here, but expect to have them ready in ten davs, a
Every effort being made and will be made to hasten train-
ing period for pllots here on arriving. Adove facts given
in order you may have complete ploture of situation. Let

me know your decision. From MecArthur to Halsey. Info
Nimitz,
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28 2225 DINCPAC to SCUSCPAZ Info ZOMITOH,

29 0130

29 0106

28 0330 &

Ground situstion at CAZTUT can be turned in our favor
only by of fenslve motion, Our present forces have per-
formed mapnificently hut their present strength appears
to have restrioted them to the defensive which rAy he
fatel 1f enemy succeeds in building up sufficlent super-
fority on Islsnd, Tapr have favored dark of moon for
reinforeing thelr troops, Lull after intense aotivity
appears to ~ive us opnortunity now for nlacins atrong
reinforoementsa on CAITUS that will nermit offensive
operations, Jomment,

CCHBOPAC to SINCPAC, lnfo CUMINCH,

In complete arreement your 282225, Supplies now enroute,
From Comsopac to Cinepac info Cominech, Force consiatine

2 raider compenies, Amy infantry hattalion, amall AA unit
and ATORN 2 ghortly at ACLA TAY ZAITUT to develon sunmort-
ing airfield there, Above to he i{noreased in strensth as
rield develons, Ath Merines land soon at TV landing
coordinated with offenaive launched by nressnt parrison

if then feasibla, Marine aviation enpineer battalion and
2 batterlies 155 puns now enroute *'U¥, Lliarine replace-
ments 1 Army reciment Amerioan Nivision moves to <.l™! am
transportation svailable, Onenine -hase awove operations

herins morning 30th L (<11) with ships cunfire on "nsatile
Installations, CATTUT will not areck,

CUNTOPAC to COMINCH, CTFR 61 62 63 b4, CIUNCPAT, ets,

WATHINGTCN mubjected 2 submarine sttacks early morning 26th,
SoPac operations, Usveral torpedoes seen each attack, All
miased., Torpedoes apparentl: set to explode at end of run,
On GUADAICAMAL Jeps attacked 3 noints on perimeter at night-
fall 27th, lalsey sends, <JCarpender pass to MmeArthur., One
attack penetreted but position restored by oounter attaok.
Other attacks stopped outsjde wire, GUADALCANAL air forces
attacked Jap 8 gun AA battery at KUITHIONA with STD's and
PLOO's, DBattery silenced and ammunition dump and atores
destroyed. Continued attacks on suapected field gun posi-
tions, No fire from these 26th, GUADALCANAL aip dropped

11 100 nound 3 ?00 pound bombs on Jap aivouac area ZATA
3AY 0920 L {-11) 27th. Fuel or ammunition dump set afire.

7 float planes strafed on water. Four of these burned,

Une our pilots parachuted northwest tip YTAIEL ISLAND,

STF 16 to CINCPAC Info COMINICH, COMSOPAC, CTF 17.

Your 262351 following from Comtarkforce 17 Quote D! 203
Oct 18. Action eddrenssee incorrectly decodad as Comtask-
force 17 resulted in dispatching shins of this taek force,

(Continued on next pege) 965
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28 2240

29 02851

CTF_16 to SINCPAZ (Continued).

Misslon unsuccessful, Letter and MOIUUT aotion report
forwarded when practicahle, Unquote., Comdesron 2 in MUit-
RIT raided patrol line about four hours 15 minutes prior
raid by vomdesdiv 9 1n LAMSCN with “AHAN. This oricinated
by Uomteskforce 16, NIM deliver to Cinopac for action and

N3S for Info Jominch. Also pass to Comsopac., Yy visual to
Comtaskforce 17.

OTF 8 to TASKFORGE B, Info COMINCI, GIﬂT“A?AVC?H“E"T“EAFHO“.;&&

\

Comtaskforce 8 reports reconnaissance Cotoher 27, SEAVIA:
NMortheast coast neeative, one shack on west slope whioh wap

in ruins, GARRLO: Grev shack ohserved. ‘lo traces enemy
occunation either island nor on ATTU also scouted, Damaged
ships XITKA HAR0OT and NERPOUDT COVE as previcusly rennrtad,
Afternoon mission of 6 %-2L's found “I"¥A nlosed in &and re-
turned with homhs, Info stations deliver to usual local

adees Cominch Uincpae Comwestseafron Comdren YD© end Comnor-
waesatseafron,

COMSOPAC to COMAIRSOPAC, Info CINCPAC, COMAIRPAC, eto.

Your 240221 concur necessity establishment subordinate com-
mand. Eventually propose Comfalr each important base in
Sopac area, At present WHITE POPPY only such sctivity in
being. Until separate C,0, provided necessary Compatwing

1 continue functioning as Comfair WHITE POPPY. This by
mallgram with copy of reference for all info adess,

Ref: Comalrsopac 240221: The raplidly 1noroasln§ importance
and employment of Nava} Aviation in the South Pacific Area
makes 1t ossential that a shore based aircraft subordinate
command be established as soon as practicable. It would
seem locical that this cormmand be a part of Aircrarft Pacific
Fleet, that organization being the source of alrcraft supply
in this area, Para, The duties of Commander Alrcraft 3outh
Pacific are such that it is impracticable for that officer
to carry out properly the administrative functions of a sub-
ordinate command. Compatwing ONE for the present 1a function-
ing as such for patrol aircraft within the limitations or
his organization which is i{n process of establi shment,
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30 0150

30 D602

10 1R19

COTONPAC to CCMIVCH, CTNUADAG, SNTTONATOAT, STT L 61 G- 63 6.

“onnc onerations, “earach nlane lat 13215 ‘louth —~ns 1(.7-
L5 Tast droopped ? yomhsa on Snn gu sudmersed At 07345 1
{~11} ?9th, Larpe cil slfck. “round actlion mt “Alal . Al
ronfined to amall patrol contaotr and ronping in vinlnity

our noaltion, 1"atrols opernting Yest . TAHIV.' raport several
hundred Jap dead vicinity PIINT 0L, 3 additional Jap tanks
found destroved, I!lostile order of battle estanlished as

L.t Replment Lth Infantry ?9th Infuntry 15th Houavy artillery
Heplments and additional units not veat 1dentifled, 1'-Luu's
attacked Jan troops Yest LATANIFAU, 1730 L 2Bth 2 J-400's
destroyed ? float nlanes 1UFATA BAY, 2 Jap heavy hombers
overhead at O4LQ0 L 29th, Jombs fell in water, At 0030 L
joth PT hoat reported torpado hit on Jap L) hetween = 1L,
AW and "AVO, left dead in water, ilalsey sends, O ar-
pender nass to MacArthur,

=

COUCPAC to COMAIRTODAC, SUMGITT 1st MACIV, UV TCIRTUAC - eto,

Task Force 65 (3 crulsers 10 ¢estrovers 3 transnortsi will
land Ath Marines reinforced st AT on 3 liovemer to re-
inforce earrison, Ny 291007, Detells Iin 7TF 65 fn¥lan 71
which Comairsopac and units of T% 65 have, In alr majl to
other addressees, CTF 63 nrovide all »sractincansls sunnort
hv air scoutine and striking op~osine anemy forres, om-
Fan TACTUS nrovide alr coveraere for TF 4.ring annronah,
retiremant and while in SATT™ erea, “arnandar neas to
MacArthur, Reauest Sowespac air sunnort by continued
strikes against enemv forces northweat "0V N” nras,
’riority of targats carriers, hattlas“ins, other combutant
units. Action addees acknowledre,

SITS0AT to OTF R Info ClnPAl, 01l

’acFlt axperlence to date vith defenalve mining not r.neat
not eondunive to extension ruch measures, Take every »rac-
ticable step to insure that rour defensive mlineflelds are
less danrerous to own ships than to enemy,
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31 0534

31 0355

COMEOPAC to COMINCH, CINCPAC, COMTOWESPAC, STF 42, ete,

Jearchnlane reports, Sopao operations, Attack on Jub lat
13-10 south long 163-44 east. Results neeative, Cn CUALAL-
CANAY, 29th no important ground contaots, We gontinued mop-
ping un operations. Small patrol ocaptured and deamaged 2
Jap 75 mm guns west MATANIKAI', Our planes continued attaok
missions on Jap nositions, 2235 L (-11) 29th S3UL on patrol
8ighted 2 Jap DDs vicinity TASSAPARONGA apd dropped bombs,
No damage but DDs proceeded toward RUASELLS, 0015 L 30th

3 53D's bombed DDs west RUSSELLS, No ocntact thereafter,

1 ©RD missing., 0510 L 30th 7 Grummans attacked HEFATA BAY,
Destroyed 3 biplanes on water 3 zerv float planes 2 bi-
nlanes in air, Set fire to and strared main vuilding end
fuel dump, Strafed ocamp results unknown, Halsey sends.
Carpender pass to MacArthur, 0030 to 0845 L 30th 1 cruiser
and 4 DDs bombarded Jap positions GUADALCANAL., Destroyed
artillery boats bulldings,

CINCPAC to COMINCH info COMTOPAC, COMSTIIPAC,

Your ?2R1735 believe our situation different fronm enenys

in that area os his operations arainat CAZTU” 18 quite
thoroughly scouted by our eirgraft while he has diffioculty
in nrojecting airoraft to aouthward and southeastward of
CACTUS,  Afroraft are so much more effioient as sgouts

and sumarine offensive role is so much the most effesaotive
emnloyment that I consider it correct to kegp the majority
of submarines in foocal areas and make information mission
secondary to attaok, However, due to repetitious enemy
denployment durine his advances 1 berlieve that emnloyment
suggested by Halsey's 300416 offers excellent vossihilities,
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Qotober (GCT)

31 0946

31 2126

CTF 62 to STURGIS, CARNEY, MCKEAN, Info CINCPAC, eto,

Minssion AOLA BAY ocoupation group is to comstruct fighter
strip soon as possible to be followed by bouber strip and
to deny AOLA BAY to enemy, CTF 62 sends for delivery to
STURGIS and CARNEY, Command passes to “cmgen CACTUS on
oompletion of debarkation, Pera, Plan to reinforoe with
rfollowing units: Afirm - Remainder ACORN ONE, Baker -

One five five millimeter guns as soon as availadble, Cast -
Additional infantry to ring total of one regiment less

one battalion. Dlog « One battalion field artillery.

COMSOPAC o CINCPAC.

Recommend following reorganization Sopac Force. Afim,
Detach first Marine Corps from Amvhibdious Foroe, Baker.
Establish Corps Commander on same echelon of command as
Commander Amphibious Foroce, Cast, Joint planning between
two commanders under ocontrol Comsopas, Dog. Comsopao
assign units of First Corps to Amphibious Forcoe as neo-
essary for operations or training, On oonoclusion of train-
ing exeroises such units revert to Corps, Y‘hen deemed
advisajsle after conclusion of landing phase of an opera-
tion a task organization for the shore phase of the opera-
tion will be established, or the Corps units will revert
to the Corna, when and as directed by Comsopaoc.
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November (GCT)
01 2359 COMSOQPAC to ngINCH. C;ECPAC. CO!QOWESPAC etg.

01 0515

01 0501

01 2118

Sopac operations. 0530 L (-11) 1st 7 Orurmans at
REKATA BAY deatroyed all 5 Jap planes on beach.

liany wrecked planes atout, Straffed a1l bvidlings,
started fire in cocoanut grove. AA very heavy and
accurate,. Our planes damaged but returned, 5th
Karinea crossed MATANIKAU at daybreak lst., Attacked
to weat, Supported by B-17'as, Continuous attacks by
P~400's and SED's throughout day silenced Jap artillery.
Enemy withdrawing slowly. We have advanded about 2
miles with relatively 1light casualties. Halsey sends.
Carpender pass to MacArthur,

COMOEN 1st MARDIV to COMSOPAC info CTF 62 etc.

5th Marines crossed MATANIKAO at daylight this morn-
ing and attacked to the weat, Attack lugportod by
B-17 borbardments, VConstant attacka by P-400's and
SHD'a throughout the day sllenced Jap artillery,
Enemy withdrawing slowly taking advantage of rough
terrain to reduce effect of air and artillery attack.
We have pushed forward approximately 2 miles with re-
latively light casualties, Attack followed up by
large reserve force for use in event enemy make de-
termined atand this aside POHA river,

COMVARDIV 1 to COMSOPAC info COMAIRSOPAC etg.

Eomber field graded 5400 feet, Take off end 1700
feet being crowned to receive mat. Mat lald last
5500 feet., Fighter flold one rolled grasa surface
4600 feet long completed. Fiphter number 2 graded
3250 feet. Soll stabilisation in progress prior to
laying aomerfisld mesh.

CINCPAC to COMINCH

Unlesa there 1a svidsnce not at hand here that the
eneryy actually saw the HORNET sink, 1 rozl very strong-
ly that yesterday's announcement was of Sonsiderable

asalstance to the enemy and correspondingly harmful
to ua in a very critical situation,
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03 0130 COMTQPAC to CINCPAC, COMINC!!, COMSOWESPACFOR, eto,

Sopac operations, Patrol returning from AOLA on
GUADALCANAL reported only contact with small groups
Japs to eastward our position, No ground activity

ShEEN

during night first-second, 7 1D's harrassed Jap positions

during night., Our destroyers eassisted attack west
MATAN?KAU RIVER morning 2nd by bombardment. later
report of damage to Jap naval forces by TF 61 26th
states: Add 4 1000-pounders on 2nd TONE Clasas (4,
Change 1000 pounder on unidentified BB to %00 pounder
on CL, Add 1 additional torpedo hit port side same
NACHI Class CA, Halsey sends, Carpender pass to
MacArthur, '

04 0146 COMSOPAC to COMINCH, CI'ICPAC, CO:'"OWETPACFOR, etg.

On GUADALCANAL. Sopac operations. Our attaek oontinued
with slow progress during second, One 75, 6 27 mn and
many mechine muns ocaptured, All units advancing morn-
Ing third, Two fishters lost due operational orashes
hut nilote safe, 9IM's and P=39's gompleted numerous
missions supporting eround troops, One enemy gun and
three trucks destroyed by bomhing, 3 3ST's off 1730

L {~11) seoond to attaok hoetile foree &4 7L, 17 LD,
Mone returned, 1 S3D reported enemy DD vioin!ty | Aelal, g
ONA at 2130 L (-11) second, Plane failed return.
llelsey sends, Carpender pass to MaoArthur,

04 0725 Retiring CACTUS trensports for nisht to 3South I DI3PINSA-

3IF STRAIT to return tomorrow entering SEALATWK CHAMN'ZL
8t 0L30 November 5th, Require 6 more hours, AOLA BAY
group will ocontinue unloading tonircht estimate oomplete
late tomorrow, 4 cruisers 6 destroyers remain south 09
12 in INDISPENTABLE ATRAIT ready to strike favorable
tarzets tonight, This from Callaghan,

04 0235 CTF 62 to CTC Info CTF 63, COMCOPAC, COLGKEN CAS

Comaopac has directed Carlson and two companies seoond

ralders remain AOLA TAY for present and be resnforoed with
- two additional oompanies, Para, Direot MoX. 2AHN, MANLIY on

completion debarkation rauiders prooceed at best speed to

arrive WITON during daylight refuel embark two companies
second raiders, Orders as to logistics amd further BOVe-

ments will be issued later, Inform STURGIS and Carlson.

Pass to MoKEAN and MANLEY by hand, Comgen CACTUS informed

in another system. CTF 62 originator,
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03 0015 CINCPAC to COMINCH,

For Admiral king only., Believe Army should retain
defense lIOLLY and increase effesotiveness thereof 1in
accordence with recommendations being sent {ou ssparately,
e need for amphibious purposes all the Marines t oan
be made avallable, 1 note from enolosure your ser 00935

of 7 Jeptember that Army troops are only used for amnhibdious
work due to lack of Marines,

05 0524 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC, COMINCH, COMGNPAC, CTF 42, 61, 62, 63,

Friendly 33 reports, Sopao operations, 2 torpedo hits in
NATORI Class oruiser INDRESDENTAILE JSTIIT O4L15 love (-11)
3rd, On GUADALCANAL our attaok west MATANIKAU aontinued
suocessfully, 350 Japs killed one position west POINT
CIUZ, 3 field nieces twelve 37 mm, 30 nachine guns oap-
tured, Jap positions KOK'MMBONA shelled by our nawal
foroes, Nirht thiréd - fourth Taps landed foroce 7000

yards east ¥OLI POINT, Attacked at dawn by hattalion 7th
Marines. Attack driven back by suparior forces with artil-
lery, Our pground troops oonocentrating afterncon fourth to
destroy this hostlile force, Beginning 1630 love 4Lth three
plenes hombed strafed area east KOLI POINT, Halsey sends,
Carpender pass to MacArthur,
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05 2358 CCIIDCPAC to SOMINC'T, 1MIPAS, SNTHLTPAS, ST 6] 62 03 6k.

07 0150

06 2129

Ln OUADALCANAL Sopme onerations., Yarines holding captured
nositions wast NMATAYNII W', .nemy made strons counterattack
this area nirht Lth-5th, Repulsed with heavy Jup losses,
Un east sector liarines holding vicinity LCL1 »LINT while

2 battalions Arny move to envelop enemy left flank from
south., Fightine this sector cduring Lth limited to natrgl
asctlons, CLur air neintained continuous patrols over

enemy nositions, trafed known hostile positions includ-
inz n1obile pun with ammunition trailer on road cest ! ‘'«
JHA. Halsey sends, Clarnender pass to hacArthur, B8th
Marines landed reinforced "“UADALTAAL nosition Lth=5th,
ACLA 3AY detachment now ashore, Jorwenlst laramph o pE
and ComGentoPac have,

SRITVOAC to 210 JAS, SOUTINTT L 2D WA, STF 42, 61, eta,

During October, Tonac onaratiisns, onac airfornes de-
stroyed 369 hostile alrcraft. ''o orobebles or dsnnged in-
cluded, At 0L0O love (-11) third ":CZA A sighted ~eri-
8cone oloss aboard submerging lat. 10-50 south 1xmip i6l-
20 east, Attacked with denth charges,  nud uncerwater
exnloslons after denth charpes exnloded. “ub rassibly
sunk, On GUADAT LJIAT morning Oth, 16Lth Iafantry had son-
nleted passage I'ALD’ NI river and advaicl i to north to
eiivelop hostlle acuth flawk, o larre contacts this sren.
1 west our nosition second nmar:es repulsed llght attuoxe
wast of "OIM ORU7 durl g nipht S5th -~ 6th. ™01 nar!.es
corinleted successTul nreration aralinst Tan 0LtnoAt 2. Al
TROLAYI, 19 enemy killed, ona captured, ali radio eniin-
ment docwaents amms and arrunition cantured intact. Snly

two unarned Tans escaned to bush. o :aasrine cas.alties.

1130 love 5th 27 bombers and zeros over 3 ALAL A A nosit! nE.
“ur firhters nade no c mtact due ecloud enndit onr., lombi
dro-ned near defense !1 es killins -ne, woundinz fivae, ur
alr contlnuously over Tan nisit!>.s8, Jlve nttacks e Pl s,
one by "I's on enemy nsitinis, 'alsev sends, .ar-qender
nass to lacArthur,

VO™'AY o ST VAL info ITTOCN3

BT RITYRE - ¥ '?'?. IR L]
£4 s sg 4 s l"- Saiva . 2 Bto_.

Following nlanned (A} Cafl MCUUT VSRV fop £IITS ooy
frys SA "EDRY about 2L "svembar with neraonrel for VoY=~
age renalr facilities amifyalent 1 AL, 20th, 24th, 26th,
27th, Tecbees, l'ohile osnital '"i»har 7 and ceauais plunm
bar~are tentage and galleys for ell embarked -ers-nnel.
“all TTPITER from HUETAT ghsut 19 iovember wit' essen-
tlal Seebee materinl and medicul su~-iles and aqa]nent .
Tollowed by another shin with remainder eeYese carpo end W
enuivalent ad cerego, Ship “ohile Yospital Humbder 7 cargo
later when vill not interrere with wi*al ilitar: su-~lies
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06 2139 VIODHAY to C'MC3IAC info CI'ISDAC, COOWRIPCRATROM. etec,{Jont'd)

and equipment, Ete MYWINT VER'™N 6 December, "IT0I. § we-
anber, {B) "ail coalmine am scheduled () fall Aool™ 3
and 4 when oo-struotion equisment diverted to Al's im re-
nlaced requiring 30 days, and trans~orta are availasle
estinated middle Decemher. Dn von annrove” Hequmst {m-
mediate renly in order start lomdi{ng, ‘"L nass to 'ohile
Hosnital 7 for info.

07 2358 CCMAMNPHORSOPAC to CINGPAC, Info COMINCH, COLSOPAC, etc.

Documents captured CACTUS indicate presence our naval forces
has prevented landing that part 38th Div. embarked on trans-
ports and general attaock planned for Nov. 3rd therefore not
poasible, 38ickness and shortage of food and arpunition in
enemy forces noted in diaries, Our navel gun fire and air
attucks appear very effective and decline in morale noted.
Indications continue of presence 17th Army Headquarters on

CACTUS. Enemy tank unit identified aa lst Independent Tank
Company, :

08 0101 COMSOPAC tg COMINCH, CINCPAC, COMSWPAC, CTF 16.42,62,63,64,65.

No activity, Sopac operations, on west flank OUADALCANAL 6th, |
On east flank we advanced to METAPONA RIVER, 4 miles east

KOLI POINT., No contact enemy forces. Advance to east continu-
ing morning 7th, P-400's made 7 attacks on Jap positions.
Destroyed large ammunttion dump and bost with gas drums. Con-
tinuous SBD patrol over Jap positions. PT boats reported 2
Jap DD off LUNGI POINT 0200 L{-11) 7th. Claim 1 DD sunk.

Cur air reported later large oll slick boxes liferafts and
debris vicinity NUGU ISLAND SKYLARK CHANNEL. MAJABA while
unloading supplies to GUADALCANAL struck amidships by one
torpedo 2 miles east LUNGA 0930 L 7th. Halsey sends,
Carpender pass to MacArthur. At 1730 L 7th air strike con-
siating 7 SBD 3 TBF 8 P-39 22 F4 attacked 1 CL 10 DD at lat.
07-108 Long. 159-40East., 2 torpedo hits 1 1000 pound bomb
hit 1 near miss on CL. 1 torpedo hit on DD. P-39's shot

down 5 float biplanes. P4's shot down 5 float Zeros 2 float
biplanee. 4 F4's failed return. One pilot rescued. Enemy

headed east 1800, Planes saw explosion after ships no longer
visible,

]
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09 0126 cmp s

08 0020

09 0347

GUADACANAL morning search strafed bdbombed 3 beached float
bigéanos REKATA KY. Dnu'oiu 3 landing bouts mag CAPE
ECPERANCE, Destroyed 3 landing rgzt-mnssu \/

Evening 8th. Sopac operations, )

destroyed » 2 man Jap SS OAPR EFPERANCE, GRAYLING reports
2 torpedo hits in OHIYODA tao sirveraft tender, 1500 L
{-11) 7th LANSDOVNE bombarded suspeated Jap ﬁ-m s east
KOLI POINT, On OUADALCANAL 7¢h no aotivity west, Our
forces moving east from METAPONA RIVER but mo oomtsot. In
attack on CL and 10 DD reported yest OHUMBLANS soored
additional 2 hits 2 near misses with 100 ind bombs on Jep
DD, P«400's exeoutsd 5 attacks missions Ja ground imstal-

lations, Halsog sends, OCarpender pass to MacArthur, GCom-
gens Sopac and Yomgensopac have by hapd,

CTG c & c A

For operations ageinst Jap light forces submit neoessity
for guns larger than 5 inch, Jap strength in torpedoes
necessitates early effective hits whioh can only M nade
by larger guns, fectiveness of 5 inch AA for sinking DD
is doubtful, ATLANTA oarries only about 10 ent oommon
mark 32, In order make best use of our doubvtful torpedoss
DD's with 2 or more mounts should be assigned striking
groups, Para, For night Novembsr 2nd I would necessarily
have called off mration due PT bdoats %‘M SEA-
LATK mnd at XOLI » Hams ready to snter apd
broceed vicinity KOLI POINT when info received that PT

boats were stationed at both positions. Originator Socott
in ATLANTA

Comsopac answers your Cominoh 081500, Can now make full
power operate 30 fighters 27 98D's, 9 VTs on 24 hours
notice. Expeot oomplete humber 1 slevator end hanger
November 21st, Thereafter vessel ug-bu erats fyll
pOwer complete alzr group opsrations inde tely, C
nizence should be takeps longitudinal siit starboard shell
below side armor frames 123 aft to 134, 3 fuel ballast
tanks open to sem, After pedestal miusber 2 h::o pr .
turbine stronger thén defore break., Similar tngz-niu
heing done all ather peflestals, Info Cinopao,
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10 0316

09 2359

09 2045

11 0252

" GHREN

r {GOT
OMSOPAC COM STPAC, CINCPAC

At 2150 L(-11) Bth PT's got hit on 1 of 2 Jap DDs off
TOPERANCE, Sopac operations, 1 PT slightly damaged by {
gunfrire, On GUADALCANAL no aotivity in west, On esstern
flank contaot with enemy 3000 yards east METAPOMA RIVEK,
Action continuing. Morning search bombed straffed TEEATA
BAY, Results unknown, 1 plane failed to return, Addi-
tional Jap lending boats rilled with supplies sunk vioinity
ESPERANCE, Xvening search Bth slghted bombed struffed 2 .
man 33 beached at ZCPERANCE. Halsey sends, Carpender pase |
to MacArthur, Additional enemy air losses 7th not pre-

viously inoluded Sopao summary 3 zero float planes, 1 float
biplane,

COMGEN 1at MARDIV to COMSOPAC, Info OTF 62, cwyogm,m%

On east flank m Jep foroe of undetermined size has been
surrounded near T8 '« On west flank advenoce toward XOXIM.
BONA resumed at daylight this morning with 2 resiments at.
tacking in ocolumn, WMorning search yeaterday found 2 CL and
3 DD bearing 300 distance 120 oourse 300 speed 20, TJANTA
ISABEL search looated 2 masted sbhooner radio eaquipped and
oamouflaged. 4 attack missions by P-39s in support of
ground troops. Evening searches negative. Tlanes aveil-
able FLFL 34, SUD3 20, P-400 2, THF 13, BF7 1, P=39 13,
Reenoipher my 092248,

CTF 8 CINCPAC, 1 COX RIUVACOM, COMOERFORIAS !

CTF 8 sends, Mining projeot LONGVIEW completed,

110437 3ept, Exocept magnetic mines in KACALATKA © T
and UMAK PAS8 in which fields mines oxnloded prematurely.
Do not propose to remine these fislds at this time,

pass to Cincpso for eaotion and Comserfor for info, MNPG

pass to Comserfor Subcom for Info, NSS pans to Vice Opnav
and Cominoh for info,

On GUADA . :
7 AL, Soms e s cio s 2y re
R oy
S et S el

feot, Chet 4ok

NMacArthur,
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10 2102 COMBOPAC ¢o ¢ 2 Anfgo CINCPAC, G

FRPNNL WY SN

Task Foree 16 sortie with all units present when ready
about 23 hours sed 10 NHovemder, Opder of sortie aad sere
pacam b a‘a’ﬁgtu - om::x %0 oo Minired fethon
sweepers Weep one ourve
prior sortie. Task foroe provide own air omnr and
surface antisubmarine pretection. After sortie fiy om
air group. Proceed via route to west of FPOPPY toward
CAC iving vloinlt{ 1 o grid posit (las,
1h=-00 83, « 461-30 B) about 21 hours sed bor,
Be prepared strike enemy targets CACTOR

10 21356

On West flank advance continued slowly in fest of imeress~
ing enemy resistance. On Rast flank our troops :.l
in mopping J‘;B position nesr TETERE, Raider Salion

has resched end is patrolling between BALSSUNA and i
METAPORA rivers, search negative., lnemy platies
approached at 10135, ors intercepted. One Se

down . searchk ted Live DD'a 210 miles »
Striking foroe of 17 fighters and 8 SHD's got thres nsar

nisses on eaoh of two destroyers at 1815. One plame lost

arter takeof?f, Pllot and gunner rescued. One pilot lost
last week aleo recovered.,

11 0954 COMSOPAC QINCPAC COMING
Consider situation hares sush that reenforoensnts |
earliest possible time. desirable wee om
oraft, bomdbs, torpedoes, samuaition aloag with our {
landing signal orﬂ-mhm deek ml aaintenance

orews and torpedomen.

t wi TR
“nﬁnw‘ 1l suffice, AMugammtation by Squadron

this area,

t upon timely arrival of additiomal suoh

10 2030

Four P=38's sscurted 7 srefed
seros in NOLFZ BAY ATIU

« Ton or 12 men obeerved om dessh, loon_nnln




. GHEEN

Fotamter (oo)

09 0334

constrmuoction _in progress. New dispersal aFes

7ie1d report on NANDI MAREWA rm.t tolifie, No E
completed, . Five heavy bomber Mardstandings

dispersal roads tote »000 rm have been md

Three roads totaling feet are hi.lc muuut

The last 2000 feet of road is de

DRASA follows, sunder m rw la d
Allow seven weeks % ocmplete., Oat and f£i1) 10 bo-

ing done on the last 2 feot, Ormuwvel 10 oaing tl’;“l
on the first 2000 feet. Orevel stabilisation is ool
pleted, Report om NAUSORI eerodrom® follows. The ome
four runway is completed to 5000 feeN. tile drein

18 47% oompleted, The n dreins are leted.,

The LE inoh oculvert has been completed. ta sation
is 17% oompleted,

12 0635

Amphibforpac at SAN DIBGO faced with necessity of repi
treining for amphibdious warfare third Marise division
possl b om maa on. Only ocmbat losders now

availad [ o o are two trnlmu ane freighter,
Training om b osrried forwurd at reascaable rete mor

progress beyond elementary stage wishout sufficient ocomdas
loaders for at least & resnforced regiment preferadly for
a division. Spesarhead for nexs advance cannot be

eharpened without this trainming, : ve oompletion troop

mmntam&uhndhmnmmmmum
liberty olass r'reighters to you of whioh firet 1is now

enroute will materially sass mr shi utuuu. There-
fore I desire that the omn

frelghters whioh are pe -:pd lqhhtm we
doing tempo dnty lt present h

tu:odtoa::u “umuuumhdmﬂth::.
seTious ) your ourrest mnﬂm ﬂm
tmaporzl amd rirst freighter arrive SAN

20 Decembder if practicadle. It will be set

ships returning to lsave in Aumphi L] nﬁﬂmﬂo
landing oreft and bost orews for them shortages to
be made good after u-nm in SAN IIB30. Adviee,

12 0059
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12 0059 COMSOPAC (Continued)

Carpender pass to MaoArthwr, Comgensopao and cﬂg
ha::: On EMAML 10th our advance oontinued on

flank. ZEnemy resistance there inoreasing. On east flank
our troops e in mopping up J’:s gol tions mear
TETERE, Evening searoh sight DDs 210 miles from
GUADAICANAL., Striking foroe of 17 fighters 8 8AD's got

3 near misses on each of 2 DDs. 1 plene lost after take-
off, Pilot and gunner resoued. At 0930 L {-11) 10 Alchi
mw dive bombers and 12 seros attaoked ships GUADAL-
¢ » ZEILIN damaged by 3 near misses, No or demage.
Our planes shot down 5 seros 1 dive bomber. 2 sercs 1
dive bomber additionsl probabdles. At 1135 L (-11) 1ith

5 zeros and 25 twin engine bombers attacked GUADALCANAL,
Our planes shot down 6 bombders. AA downed 1 bomber. Our
losses 7 Grummane, 2 pilots saved. Also 5 Orummane
demaged, No octher demage.

12 2322 PO O C. C INCPAC .
Damage nizht aotion 12-13 November off GUADALCANAL, PORT-
LAND, Torpedo hit aft frame 137 starboard bdlew la hole
in side destroying sterm. No means of steoring. Minor
damage caused dy S-inoh shell hit starboerd hangar no fire,
Oan use 2 ocutboard engines, Rudder appsars jammed hard
right, Following garbled mcoount from A A damage as
result of night action. 6 turrete out of commission. Both
fire rooms and forward engins rooms flooded, After engine
room gradually flooding, Have only dieeel suxiliary nower,
Steer gear operating. Foremast gome. Tip received

many 8-inoh hits and 1 torpedo hit. Latter ia number 1
engine room port, Bridge struok, Have renuseted assistance
from CACTUS, Intend to send WORDEN and others

to garble gardle in case available for gardls garsdle, Ir
not evailable oconditions of ship warrants sink c& uest
insatruotions r;rrdl.ng. Following observed, I

fire visible under formast from waterline. 2 other friendly
destroyers near TULAGI demage unknown .

13 0115 COMS0 C

Following essential for your information includes originator
CTF 67 1203522 refused 10 times by oirouit Monitor., Pare,
Task Force 67 on arrival KUKUM 12th received fire from
eneny shore dattery, This is part ome of CTPF 67 130200,

Our oruisers and destroyers heavily shelled oneny itioms
silenoing battery oausing many large fires and expiosions.
At TASSFARONGA found 75 landing boats some previously

damaged. Our ships gunfire destroyed 30 large demaged others,
Fire stopped due to enexy sir attaoks, _
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13 0200

13 0428

GHLERN
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This 18 part 2 or CTP 67 130200, At L l4 12th ships this
force plus BETKLOEUSE LIBRA SOUTHAKD HOVEY while underway

in close disposition were attaocked by about 21 Mitsubishi

97 torpedo bombers which approached low over FLORIDA during
high aend dive bombinf attaok on CACTU3, 9 enemy planes

8een shot down by ships and boat gunfire others by fighters
only 1 enemy plene seen to esoape, IJAN FRANCISCO was side
swiped stern to bow by heavily burning plane battle 2 after
ocontrol end rader destroyed oausing 3O casualtiee. BUCHANAN
atruok by one S-inch shell some materiel damace 6 casualties.
A few casualties other ships from own fire. No other damage
to our ships, Para, All troops deharked from oonvoi!#o-
CAWLEY JACKSON oompletely unloaded, ADAM® 80%, CRE"C

CITY 50%, RETELGRUSE 40%, LIRRA 208.

CTF COMBOP

This is part ) master reference 130200, At 1830 foroe
withdrew to sast, Turner with transporte and AX's SHAW,
MoCALLA, SUCHANAN, SOUTHARD, HOVEY for AUTTON, Oal

with Task Group 67,4 & cruisers, 8 d.lth{.rl, intending
strike foroe reported in CTP 63 120030, f enemy was
found in Straits Callaghan expected reenter SAVO SOUND
through SEALARK between 2300 and 0100, We were aware of
enemy forces reported RPM 200 and CACTUS 120628, Pare,
After arrival HITTON SHAW IloCALLA, BUICHANAN availabdle to
you after fueling latter requires some repairs. Comsopao
pass to Comgensopac,

CACTUS 9o COMSOPAC Ingo COMAIRSOPAC, CTY §7. MOUMRA, eto,

First intelligible piocture this cookpit. At 1200 love (-11)
KONGO Class BB with 7 torpedo hits and 1-1000 pound bombd
after part of ship burning fiercely 10 miles north SAYO
ISLAND, 5§ en 's attempting aseist her. 1 ship be-
l1leved hostile DD veached and smoking north coast O A
In e 2 vessels gouibly DDs steaming oircles treill

0il just east NUGU ISLAND identity unknown. Large vesse
INDISPENSAILE STRAIT type and identity unknown, CURHING
burning 5 miles southeast TAVO ISLAND, MONSSEN dead in
water near CUSHING hoth abandoned, ATLANTA and PORTLAND
badly damaged 10 miles southeast SAVO ISLAND proceeding
slowly eastward, ATIANTA in tow by VAOLINK, LAFFEY was
sunk, 700 eurvivore pioked up 25 peroent of which wounded,
Much 01l and dedris and some survivors in water south of

SAVO ISLAND, Soms enemy survivors taken being Questioned
tc determine name of vessel.
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13 1730 COMSOPAC to CTF )6 Info ALL TP COM® SOPAC, CINCPAC, COMSWPeq.

14 1020

1, 0716

14 1058

Proceed northwesterly remaining sbout 100 miles from
SOLOMON ISLAND ohain, Your objeotive transports eoted
moving from FAISI area toward CACTUS, See NPM Fox ber
349 TOR 130110, Intention send lpe similer ohjeotive
garallol to you near Island ochain, Supplement WTTON and
ACTUS searches by your own as necessary to locate and
destroy AP's, CACTUS has essentials, CARPENDER pass,

COMTOPAC to GUADALCANAL ipfo CINCPAC,

Taskfor 16 VF shot down 4 engine seaplane at 1030, Soouts
reported 10 enemy plones apnroaching us sut no attaok
developed, Sent attack group hit enemy near NEW GRORGIA
to land CACTUS, Retiring south to fuel DDs tomorrow., If
there 18 an air group available CACTUS ocan return to piok
it up but not advisable, No information regarding number
that arrived from Kinkaid, Number 1 elevator out of
commiseion, Haa trouble with 3. MWMUSTIN separated
due change orders prooeeding neareat port for fuel., 16
VF remaining on board, No flnst three groups garbled),

This 18 VYomtaskfor 16 140122 passed to you in another sys-
tem by Comsopao,

COM NAV UNIT CACTUS to RDO TULAGI, Info COMSOPAC, COMAIRSUPAC,

My 140122 air strike from CACTUS have seriously damaged
many tranaports but force may prooesd in reduoced numbers.
Task Force 64 may be in area this evening. Info PI's.

SAN (o] 0 NCPAQC OMSOPAC, C 1
Preliminary report battle damege night action 12-13 Nov,
Captain Young. Comdr. Crouter, Comdr. Hubbard dead. Comdr,
Arison (navigator) seriously wounded, Lt.Comdr. Schonland
in oommand, Offiocers dead 11, Missing 1, V¥ounded 8, Rn-
listed dead 63. Wounded 88, Missing 10. Staffr reported
separately, MNumerous shell hits (several 1i inoch bombard-
ment) ahove and below water line, Superstruocture riddled,
Nav bridge battle 2 both after directors ocut of commission,
Turret 2 out due flooded handling room and possibly rlooded
magazines, Plotting room untenable due laok of ventilation.
4 5-inoh guns 3 1,l-mounts and 4 20-mm out, £Engineering
Dept. in good condition except for numerous ruptures of
oables inoluding degauesing L leaky fuel tanks and no engine
room ventilation. After gyro out, Ship control from Comm
and Central only, T3 transmitter plua SC and after Radars
out, No fighting lights. Fighting efriciency about 25 per-
cent, Got numerous hits on Jap oruiser whioh dlew up

(Continued on next pags) 381
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14 1058

1, 1115

14 1406

13 2233

SAN FRANCISCO to CINCPAC, (Continued)

got 18 maln battary hits on KONGO Class battleship at
2000 yards. 5 inch battery sank a DD, SAN PFRANCISCO

Furen night boat to TULAGI originates. Comairsopac and
IELENA have,

SAN_FRANCISCO to COMMOPAC, CT¥ 17, CINCPAC, Info COMAIRSIOPAC,

Originated by SAN FRANCITCO, luring air atteck afternoom
Nov 12 following casualties., Dead 1 officer 10 enlisted,
Wounded 5 offiocers 22 enlisted. Missing 5 enlisted of whom
1 ploked up by LAFFEY and on her during subsequent night
action, All wounded trensferred to transports except

Comdr Grouter who later died of additional wounds received
in night action. Torpedo plane flew into control aft
putting that station after FC Radear and after machine gun

platform out of action and damaging battle 2, CO HELENA
and Comairsopac have this,

HELENA to COMSOPAC, Info CINCPAC, CTF §7. COMAIRSOPAC,

Your 140925, JUNEAU torfodoed and sunk by submarine at
1109 love (-11) 14th posit 10-32 south 161-02 east, HELENA
originating this, This information transmitted visually

to B-17 patrol plane with instrictions to forward to Com-

Sopac at 1121 love, Buchanan joined this group from Turners
force at 1215 love,

CG 1st MARDIV %o COMROPAC, Info CTF 62, COMAIRSQPAC, %o,

Ground action confined to east flank where raiders oon-
tinued to attack Jap groups southwest of TETERE. At least
eishty Japs killed in three contacts, 0730 fighters shot
down eight of group 10 geros near SAVO with loss one
fighter, KONGO Class B8 attacked 7 times by Ti's and §
times by SBD's. Sgven torpedo hits and two 1,000 pound
bomb hits, At 1850 BB still afloat although burniag and
smoking very little way with five DD esecorti . HMghters
atraffed DD at zero nine thirty and twelve th rty. 2 recoa-
naissance flights for reported enemy CV's negative. 1745
hear miss by SRD on probable Cast lLove oircling damaged
BB, Other SHD's failed make conteot due 260 weather 2
SAD's lost 1900 Dog Cast 3 crashed off KUKUM. Crew lost
Zero one thirty desh zaro two forty enemy surface oraft
bombarded airfield. Two hits on fighter strip, One S
two F4F destroyed. 17 FLF damaged but mejority repairable

today, Personnel casualties light, Paae to Comgen Pirst
MerAmphCorp for Info,
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15 0355 CTF COMSOPAC, 1 INCPAC, COMA PAC.

Enemy damage considerable but dats inoomplete. WALKE,
PRESTON lost south SAVO, BENHAM, GWIN seriousl deamaged
prooeeding slow spesd west and south GCUADALCANAL toward
BUTTON at 0245 (-11) 15th, Preseant status not known.
SOUTH DAKOTA by gunfire hits 30 dead 60 wounded, Serious
demage battery. Fire Control, Radar, Catapult and
plenes, 5 tanks ruptured but is oapable 27 knots., Navy
yard repairs required to make effective, YASHINGTON un-
damaged except washed out kingfishers by own gun blast.
Now in oompany SOUTH DAKOTA proceeding to meet DD's your
142358. Unless otherwise direoted will send SOUTH DANOTA
to WHITE POPPY escorted by 2 DD's, Request air coverage
JENHAM and GWIN and search for survivors south and west

of SAV0, Alir attack reported my 142344 planes withdrew
before attaok developed,

15 0355 COMTOPAC to CINCPAC, Infe COMINCH, COMSOWISPAZ.

At 1030 L 14th a convoy of 25 ships comprising 12 AP,
and the rest esoort 115 miles northwest CAZTU" gourse
southeast, At 1600 L (~11) lith CACTUS reported 6 AP
seriously demaged several DD milling around 60 miles
northwest of SAVC ISLAN', At 600 L 15th, 3 AP are re-
ported burning and abandened in position of first con-
tact, The same hour 4 AP unloading at TASTAFARONGA and
CAPE ESPERANCE, At 1600 L li4th a large snemy force of
cruisers and DD's reported at 6-52 south 160 east course
165 speed 17 verified by submarine., At 200 L 15th this
force identified as 1 CL 4 CA 10 DD, At 800 L 15th 1
CA 1 CL 2 DD 150 miles north course @ speed 12, 3 CA
and 8 DD missing at 1030 L 15th., Task 64 in 11-00 south
160-45 east. My 12231 ATLANTA MONSSEN and LAFFEY sunk
CU3HING end 3ARTON missing, 1400 survivors at CACTUS,
Alroraft losses 1 fighter 2 PLF 3 SBD 1 DC-3, Enemy
loat 8 of 10 zeros., JUNEAU torpedoed and sunk by 33
1109 L l4th at 10-32 south 161-02 east, Eneay appears
to have suffered the following damage 1 DD sunk ocruiser
blew up 1 BB KONGO or FUSO Class heavily damaged and
unreported since afterncon 1lith, Another BB demaged.

) oruisers heavily demaged possibly sunk. 3 DD damaged
1l unaccounted for., This does not include demage to
convoy and its escort nor lerge foroe oruisers ant DD's,
Reported at 1600 L lith in 06-52 south 160-00 east.
Comsopao originator, Carpender pass to MaoArthur., Com-
fensopac Comprenamphib“orsopas info by hand,
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AL iia c ARTHUK
CORCEN ks,
In addition to my 150355 regarding 12 AP, ve sut
three burning dead in water northwest of SAV0, Pour
Teported unloading at GUADAICANAL are betched and urn-
ing there. Comsopac sende, Lee reports much damage to
enemy tut no speocifio information. Carpender paes to
MacArthur, S0 DAKOTA requires Navy Yard repairs but
8till capable of 27 knots, Comgensopao has hand for
info, WASHINGTOR unharmed, WAIKE and PRESTON sunk.
BENHAM and GWIN meriously demaged, PORTLAND sank 1
SHIGURI typa BD night action early morning 13lth.

VOPNAV to COMTOPAC, Info CINCPAC,

Delivery of airoraft and aviation material to NEW ZRALAND
air force has been limited by combined agreements to 10
combat squadrons for period ending April 1943. HNow unier
consideration is question of allooation of aircraft pro-
duction to various united nations for period ending Aprii
1943, NEW ZEALAND considers herself capable of training
air and ground personnel up to 30 squadrons for eervioe

in SoPac and would prefer to employ them in thet area
rather than ocontinue to send them overseas to EUROPEAN
and AFRICAN theaters. Present outlook indicates feasi-
bllity of increasing all allocations above present levels.
NEW ZiALAND'a share of increase would be on the order of
50 peroent which would give a grand total of 15 squadrons
by April 1943, Any disproportionate inoresase in sllooca-
tion of material to NEW ZEALAND must be set by oorres -
ing decrease of allocations to other servioces now in South
Pacific. Your views on this matter are desired at an
early date in view of studies now being made, 1In parti-
ocular desire your estimate of attrition based on the 15
squadrons strength having in mind your plans for their
employment, NEW ZEALAND air force is being queried on
the subject by their representatives in Weshington.

15 1012 CTF 62 to COMSOPAC, Info TF COMRDS SOPAC e%g.

Preliminary report by HELENA of nigg} aotion 13th by Task
Group 67.4 now in airmall, PFrom CTF 62, As result oon-
ference today with ocommanding offiocers ships nf this groun
present BUTTON, My preliminary evaluation ememy strength
and losses and certain other details follows. A eneay

in 3 grouns totalling 2 KONGO battleships, 2 CA, & CL,

ebout 10 destroyers, Our foroe passed between right and
center grouns, Most of the firing was at ranges of 1500
to 4000 yards, B 1 battleship was struck with 2 torpedoes
seen to detonate also heavily hit set afire 8 ineh,

This probably ship found and attacked asar SAVO during

next day. Am (not olear what finally becsme of this vesssl.
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CTE £2 %o COMSOPAC (oontinued)

5 destroyers seen about noon assisting believed not to have
been in this action). Other bdastleship hit with 2 torpedoes

and gun fire. This probadly ship seen at dewn with ) des-
troyers L0 miles distant,

Part two of paster referengs 151012 from CTF 62,
C 2 CA seen to blow up and sink from torpedoes snd gunfire.
D 1 NATORI wseen to sink, 2 additional or NATORI

heavily hit and aflame; possibly these were the vessels
seen later near NUGU ISLAND, 1 BUBUKI, 2 or ) other
destroyers blew up several set on o{iumuué‘m of
these later seen beached on OLERVUGA IS » F Conter and
left enemy groups apparently engaged each other, then all
remaining ceased fire end withdrew. O Believe all eneny
vessels that esoaped were hit. H, Aotion started at 0148
seen to sink from gunfire at 0153. RAHTUN seen to
blow up from gunfire and torpedo hit. At 0156 T Callaghan
and moat of staff killed within 10 minutes of start of

aoction, This faot not known to other ships umtil action
WEB Oover.

Neither Fletoher nor Obannon were hit but latter dan-
aged by underwater explosion poseibly depth charge from

COMSOPAC %o CINCPAC, COMINCH, COMSOWESPAC,

Summary of enemy damage. ZEvaluated by Comsonac. Prom
November 8%th to 16th inolusive. Carpenter hand to
MoArthur. Sunk or destroyed 1 3B, 3 CA, 2 CL, 5 DD,

10 AP, 3 AK, 2 SS, Demaged 1 BB, 6 DD, Comgensopac

and Comgenamphibsopao have for info by hand. Comsonac
sende, SOLOMON, NEW BRITAIN area from all sources 80
far reported, Neither lees soore nor possible bag by
our subs included. CACTUS reports raider patrol captured
large quantity ammunition and sunnlies ino uding personal
effeots Major Genersl Kewsouchi, 15th Novemder bombera
with B zeros; over 6 seros shot down, 2 others nrobable
bombers turned back, Our air losses nil. Heavy losses
of enemy personnel suffersd from beashed transnorts,
Their operations unsuocessful. Our continuous boabings
started series of fires still bdurning at dawn Novembder 16th,

COMDOEN 137 MARDIV %o COMSOPAC, Info CTF 62 eto.

Daily m;nrt ons. Ralder patrol destroyed nip MARAUDER
BASE 5 miles southwest of BINIU killing five and
capturing large quantities of ammunition suphlies and
doouments. Material recently oaptured near TETERE inolud-
ed persondl effects Major Oemersl Kawaguohi .
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14 1921

1, 1928

T e

COMDGENLST MARDYY %o COMSQPAQ (oontinued)

searoh reported snemy force L OL and DDe boaring 350,

course 330, distance 80. 0630 ) enemy AK and 1 AP Ye-
tween POHA'RIVER and CAFR mﬁm All destroyed by

noon, 1 sunk, 3 oompletely ablase. 1330 8 zeros and
10-1% dive bombers intercepted by fighers. & szeros oer-

tain and 2 probables shot down, Rombers turned back.
No fighters lost.

COMINGH to GINGPAC, Info OOMBOPAD

From COPS Army and Cominoh. Addressees willd deliver this
deepatoh to army and navy occumanders as necessary,

Army and navy air organisations assigned to the Central
and South Paoifio areas and navy air organisetions as-
signed North Paoific are lubioot to deployment and re-
distribution by Cinopmo at his desoretion, :m: cast,

3
sall confidential deepatoh 041819 of May is {riea
accordingly.

The purpose of suthoriséng Cinecnao to dispose all BAvY
and army air organitations in the Centrsl and South Pac-
ifio areas at his desoretion is to allow the ocmmander on
the spot entire freedom in the diavwosition of available
forces for t he defense of positions for which he is re-
sponsible, Redistributions under this authority are
limited to the forxes allotted by the war and Navy De-
partments and therefore will not b ordered on the dasis
of oreating requirements for additional units,

Part two of 1L1928.

Neocessary delegation to Comsovao of your mentioned au-
thority is authorised.

/
Any redistridution of air orgenisations mede or planned
should be reported to the War or NMavy Department as ap-
propriate for information and logistic purposes,

War and Navy Departments will keep Cinepac informed of
planned replacements and alloocations of aircraft and palre=
sonnel when in all respects ready for delivery ocan b
loaded or flown to destination desired by Cinopae. A
similar procedurs will be followed in rogard to air
organizations made availadle by War or Mavy
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16 0830 PORTLAND to CTP 64, eto, {(Continued)

open fire, Rolled over amd sank in 30 seconds, WALKE
hit by heavy calibre shells forward and in walst and
possible torpedo, sank in about 5 minutes, MEADE, BOBO-
LINK and YP recoversd about 2i officers and about 220
men. By hand to Comnavuct SOLOMON ISLANDS,

15 0145 MEADE to COMSOPAC, CTF 62, Info CINCPAC, COMINCH, eto,

Bombarded 3 enemy tranrports beached on “UADALCANAL
morning of 15th (MEADE SENDS), 600 rounds expended no
opposition believed peraonnel landed prior to bombard-
ment, Left transports burning fiercely. Recovered
following survivors from waters off SAVO ISLAND from
WALKE Executive and 5 officers 129 men, from PRESTON

10 officers 12]1 men,from BYNHAM one man, lended all at
RINGROLT, Straffed by zero 3 my orew ninor wounds,
Senlor naval officer GUADALCANAL has in another system,

16 1144 COMCOPAC, $o All COMGENS SOPAC, ¢%o,

Following effective thias dete, Afirm., Marine units de-
tached from Amphidbious Foroe, Baker. For coordination
of operations joint planning will be conducted by Comgen
Pirst Marine Amphibious Corps and Comamphibfor Sopac under
control Comsopac, Cast, All Marine Corpa organizations
Sopac Aree except Marine aviation regular ships detach-
monts and units in 3TRAW area and FETLOCK azsizned Pirs

Marine Amphibious Corps., Dog. Transportation of reine
forcements renlacements relief units and supplies and
equipment to CACTUS RINCOLT remains responsibility Tom-
amphibdforsopaa,

14 0358 RDO_CACTUS to COMSOPAC, COMATRTOPAC, Info CINCPAC, oto,

Captain Jenkins senior survivor CACTUC sends., Results
aotion TF 67,4 off SAVO 0200 13th., Believe BARTON and
LAFFEY sank early in action ATLANTA sank 2015 love {-11)
fair searoh lith railed to loocate MONNSEN and CUSHIND lat-
ter seen fest burning southeast of SAVO dark 13th. Rear
Admiral Scott and entire staff killed i{n action except
Lt. Murdock badly wounded, Lt. Thomas Ranr also killed,
Cormanding officers ATLANTA, CUTYING, MONSSEN snd Comdes-
div 10 among survivors here. Approximate rosntage sur-
vivors officers and crews above vessels A A 60, CUSH-
ING 70, LAFPEY MONSSEN 30, BARTON 10, About 25 percent
survivors wounded many geriously., Known Jap losses two
destroysrs sunic, one badly damaged and beached. One BB

bad%y damaged and later information indiocates sunk by air-
oraft,

87



GHLEN
SECRET

Eoviﬁﬁgr [GGT[
16 1133 CTP 62 to COMSOPAC, Info ALL TF C/MDRS SOPAC, COMINCH, CINCPAC,

Whatever the enemy plans with regard to major offensive
measures it is clear that he now will do what he hes here-
tofore neglected to do: Conocentrate on damage to our sup-
ply lines to CACTUS by the use of su'marines, minor surface
veasels and airoraft, Para, Ao the maintensnce and bulld-
ing up of our CACTY? position is the cardinal feature of the
Sopac campaign, it is recommended that every efrort be
exerted to obtain proteotion of our communiocations in the
features and foroes which we now lack., These are: About

20 sudchesers based in RINGROLT for direct nrotection and

to operate as hunting groups in INDISPTINSA STRAIT, 12

VOS seanlanes in RINGROLT and 12 in MARMACIKE STRAIT for

the same purpose, minefields off RINGC VLT and in LENGO CHAN-
NEL, 1 alternate oarrier air eroun at ANLA HAY as soon as
the fleld is readv, and reinforoements of destroyers with-
drawn from regions of less imminent importance, Para, It
18 unnecessary to mention to you the requirement of carriers
long range eiroraft oruisers battleships and troops and
their transport whioch Yincpao has recommended for of fensive
employment and for broadening our bass of operations. Suoh
forces have been indicated as available but 80 far have

not been sent, Para, It is my belief that the Navy has now
the forces which we require for our Job, and I hope that

the Navy will be able to send us these foroces, here when

they are needed in the South Pacifio, to forward our final
viastory,

17 0400 PORTLAND to COMSOPAC info CINCPAC.

Part two. Action and info same exoept 3uord not info this
part, Still from PORTLAND, After action positively iden-
tified one NACHI Class burning until gutted and sank about
0330 L (-11) 13th, Tentative ldentification one TZIIYU
Class dld same. After action there were nine burning ships
lying to of whioh only three could have been friendly. At
daylirht saw one Jap DD off AW previously reported sunk
my 142100 and one I{ARUNA and unidentified Jap oruiser on
horizon. %“uring aotion in addition to sinking one HIJIFK1
Class DD PORTLAND hit 13 many times with L salvoe about
4000 yards and several hits 2 salvos one unidentiried cruis-
er. Aotion report followe air mail,

(Note: Part 2 received 1lst, part 1 not yet received),

16 0830 PORTLAND to CTP 64, Info COMSOPAC, CINGDAC, CRPUAUACT CoIOKoIT,

Aotion Comtaskfor 64 info Comsopac and Cinepac from the
PORTLAND, Senior uninjured survivor PRESTCN Lt, {Jg) Gibson
states most of action night 1L - 15th neither PRESTON nor
WALKY. saw target when 3Ps opensd. Roth opened fire on be-
lleved cruiser targets adout 3 minutes after RBs PRESTOR

hit by 8 inoch salvo plus possible torpedo 3 minutes after

9887
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17 0804 PORTLAND o COMSOPAC Info CIMPAC HIORD,

18 0655

17 2205

Hore oomes part cne 0f two parts, Aotlon 0 lnro
Cinopao with uord info first part on

Exemination two fourteen inoh hits PO %‘
1@%! WARD clearly indiocates Ja se dattle
oaded with bambardment shells instantansous fused,

Praotically no penetration and little damage. W of

one fourteen inoch projectile dase ring recovered stamped
3687520 with 22 under last two digits, Alsp li2 with

inverted 4 over center digit QQ thats all part one,

Aotion cmcgao info Cominch and Comsowespac from cu.:r
e re

From incomplete reports ENTERPRISE planes mad

attacks on enemy ships between !lonnbor 1) and 15 ln-
oluaive inflioting following damage. Carpender pass to
MacArthur, 8 torpedo hits on BB, 3 to hits on &
CL, & tomdo hits 3 domb hits 2 nur - sses on tmu-
ports, b;gn forwards, On troop

500 pound s and 25 1noondiary ho-bn. g“md
Comgensopac and First Naremphoorps for info.

ﬂwﬁoﬂmt ground aotivity with ref ensmy landing near
two November now estimested fifteen hundred troops
landed, Eight hundred have Yeem killsd, Rsmalader als-
persed into fﬂ“‘gl working beok into jungle, Foree no
longer considered to be effective due disorganiszation pur-
suant to loss of supplies and repeated attaoks air and
ground, Moring searches negetive except large fires
northern tip of NEW GEORGIA, P-38's and SHD's attacked
mission station northern NEW OEORGIA near ROVIANA ISLE
reported oooupied by Japs. Bombde ut a0 eotivity
noted, Evening searches negetive, WHITR POPPY pass
to Comgen First Marphoorp.
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18 2131 CP. ) { c .

19 0659

18 2338

In view. A. Rffectiveness of past patrole in re
waters. B, Very low present etrength these patrols.
C. Inll in enemy activity and improved situation GACTUS
area, Propose return to Bmpire mol Subron 10 guds
now based and withdrew 3IL IDRS, FLYING PIAN,
WAHOO from 0 for far western patrol on completiom
preasent patrole and refit by at BRIs « Would
then return SPERRY to PRARL. On asswmption twelve
Sowespac submarines sontinue base n
m will have avallable that number for patrol ¢ SOLOMONS
» Comsowespacfor to retain a mmber of submarines
from Squadron 2 %o keep at 20 the total based AUSTRALIA
pending arrival remeinder Subrons 6 and 8., I also plan

send you ARGONAUT on 23rd. Rngiish will eend you her
new characteristios ss APS, Comment. j

o4 S UPAU ni'a A ] VUOILE! B4 AU ANES GINUPAC

Sunnrsna Comtaskfor 64 of data available from WASEING-
TON, 8 DAKOTA conoerni ht action SAVO ISLAND
14-15 November indicates following enemy eunk. 1 hn:l
orulser or battleship, 3 large oruisers probably heavies.
1 deatroyer. Additional enemy ehips damaged. 1 14-ineh
battleship hit repeatedly by l6=inch and some 8-ineh.
e orulser and 1 destroyer burning. Observed rapid and
focurate gunfire from own destroyers which contributed

tg sinking of 1 enemy UD and damage to other ae reported
above,

Bomber fleld graded 5400 feet mat laid 3900 feet. Crown-
ing complete to additional hundred feet. Mat constructiom
to terminate at AOO feet for t ime being. 5 revetments
oomplete and sixth under construotion. inage systema
under oonstruction, PFighter field 2 greded four thousend
feet. Approsches 50% clearsd. Four retments(provedvly
revetments) under oconstruction. Runways being sreded and
Tour hundred feet matted. Road system at bomber field and
Tighter fleld 2 being graded. One bomd reaistant ocommand

post and two personnel bomd resistant shelters completed
at bomber fleld. Weekly report.
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20 1135 COM30D

Jap vatrols were sotive and aggressive during the 18th,
Our froroes mur%mtpom preceded watrols
aoross the U R to positions west of POINT

CRUZ preparetory to general attaok, Comsopac relays..
P.38's from CA esocorted B.17 and B.26's om reid to
TONOLEI morning 16th. Former shot down ) smeros in ad-

dition to ¢ of en Teported yeaterday. N=
der pass to Mg ur. o aotion GUADMIAHAL 1

limited to patrol sotivity covering advancement of out-
post line. About 35 Japs killed; own casualties light..

Burned out en oargo ship not viously recorded, sank
olose in lhor:ugmx ETORLR =,

after an Imio-
slon time 0330 00T/19, Comgensopao and Congen have .-
by hand for info, '

20 0021 : . D _CINCPAC, COMINCH. OF
ARGONAUT departs PEARL for Sopao November 23rd. Has fol-
lowing oharacteristios. In addition to orew OAN OMrTY

164 fully equipped emlisted and 6 offiocer troops, Avia-

tion ges capaoity 22,000 gellons. Armement 2 6 inoh 33

oaliber, 5 20MM, 4 sutmerged and & deck firing tubee,

& deock stowage Guhu, 8 interior torvedo stowage recks.

Ammunition 200 rounde & ineh bombardment, 200 rounde com-

mon, 15,000 rounds 20MM, 20 torpedoes. If only & torpedoes

are carried, anproximately 100 tons bulk O&TEC oan be oar-
riedin ocargo space of approximately 14000 cubdic feet.

Cargo must be able to pass through oiroular hatoh 26 inch

diameter. 9000 miles redius at maximum surface epoed 13,5

knots, Btowage for 24 marine rubber landing boats, 30

days subsistence when scarrying troovs. Partiocularly suit-

ed as raider trensvort with six inoh sun lending suonort,
advance base seaplane tender, fueling seaplanes at see
cargo ocarrier, bombardment of snemy positions and genersl

sumarine dutiu agzainst hHomdardment of own forees,
Cinopac has for info,

20 0923

Status bases OSTLER and LINEOUT not ontinxloolur.
Understand garrisons have arrived or about 4o, He-
comend oommanding officers roson to o end assume
status of other Sopac bases. Will forwazd in a few days
Ay reocmmendations ooncerning ultimate defenses. Come
manding Offioer AZYRC should also repors to Comsopao ifr
he has not already done so,
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21 0600 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC info COMSOWESPAC, COMINCH, sto,

CACTUS announces for 21 November. Loocal operations by
Army unit vioinity POINT CRUZ in preparation for general
attack, Numerous patrols contacts along upper MATAILEAU,
Comsopac daily. P-39's carried out 11 attsck missions
against enemy installations, MacArthur from Carpender.
Comgensopac and Comgen 1MAC have by hand for info,

21 0643 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMNU IPAC, CT? 42, CCU UWESPAS,

Your 182131, NEW BRITAIN - SOLOMONS areas are most fertile
hunting grounds so long as RARAUL - FAISI - KAVEING remain
in enemy hands and enemy forces on GUADAICANAL, Recom-
mend no reduction in Sopao subas at present. If reduction
is made strongly urge 1li suhs minimum for patrols in
SOLOMONS arem divided 7 on patrol and 7 enroute or refit-
ting AS0ODE, Comsopac sends,

20 0925 Cincpac to Vice Oppav, Info CIMSERFPORCUOM, COMSERONZOPAC,

Subjeot following comments concur fully objeotives suggested
your 171939, Slow tankers to numbe required best fitted
for COPPER run where convoye still in effect. Intermediste
fast and remaining 8low ships ere in ALATKA oma coastal and
Sopag services, ive or eix fast Fleet tankers have been
kept available in 3opac area for task rforoes, Incident of
ESSC RICHMOND regrettable hut was primarily due to lack of
any shore storage in forward area., We are now employing

J. C. DONNELL as mobile storage for black oil Sopac ares
and oontemplate same use for KANAWHA when ourrent repairs
oompleted, Hulk ERSIIINE PHELPS will also help that regard,
Principal relief will be afforded by shore tanks under cone
struotion at WHITE POPPY ROSES and SUTTON, Unless trans-
portation of PT boate of immediate conoern 4o not need any
nore tankers for present other ‘than those now in prospect,
Namely. WHITE PLAINS KAISER (AO) and PATUXENT when ready,
Situation may ohanﬁg by Pobruasx as per Cinopac seoret 1ltr
serial 0246 of 1) November to Vipnav., In addition forego-
ing end in furtherance your surgestions Comseronsopac here-
by requested consider., Adopt and report on such of followe
ing measures as are practicable, Retain olean tanker FRAMNK
G DRUM now in area as mobile storage., Do same for such
black 0il slow commercial tankers as may be required, Do
not use fleet tankers for mobile storages unless absolutely
necessary and reduce those held for task forces to reasonable
number, Employ fleet tankers so released for freighting. As

implied by VOpnav the guiding prinoiple should always de to
employ the faster ships on the long hauls.
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22 0120

Mum%gm. Tremendous value and some limits-
tions radar demonstrated night of 14-15 Novembar, BB's ob-
tained exoellent fire control results using readar range and
rader spot plus opticel bearings, Strong signale from snemy
8hips permitted cuicker and more socourate solutinne and spots
than on target practice. Opening range 1st phease 16 and
18000 yards illuminated by setting both shipe hitting
selected tarpete on 2nd salvos, Opening 2nd phase 6000 to
900 yards we used some star shells which funotioned properly
bhut did not add to accuracy of fire, No indication enemy
used radar. When deprived artificial illumination he nopar-
ently ranged inacourately on sun fleshes. Hits on P 57 ob-

tained when that ahip illuminated by enemy sesarchlirhts at
about 6000 yards,

Part 2, Second apd fina art Combatdiv 6. ' Acourdoy owm
fire deFInitely bettar than Japs and superiority inoreased
rapidly with range. S0 radar invaluable in finding surface
targets and coaching fire ocontrol radars on, As ourrently
installed Batdiv 6 SO has wide j>1ind aro astern, Single
inatrument found insuffiocient to meet fire control needa and
supply adenuate ship oontrol and tactical information. Aost
urgent and most important need for improvement night fighting
effiolency BBs is provision additional SG to mrmlt visual
aocess to plan position indicator by flag and conning of-
fioer. Elimination blind arcs also urgent and important,

SG type radar of 1ittle value in enclosed waters as targets
are lost in asparagus patch of land signale, Neither "% IJC
nor fire control radars oould disoriminate Jap DD known to

be lying in against SAVO ISLANDS

COMGOPAC to CINCPAC, info COMINCH,

Your 120635 if ships detached from Sopao in accordsnos with
referance there would remain 7 AP 4 AY. of whioh IELLATRIX
tenporarily out due to battle damage LIRRA slightly damaged
and needs dooking FULLER temporarily out due to collision,
Mo CANLEY urgontly requires dooking, Present shortage re-
quires sending ohartered ship to CACNS. Am sending remainder
American Division plus 6th Marines to CACTUS and withdrewing
1st Marine Division. Plan storing material CACTUS in pre-
paration for next offensive move, 1st Marine Division upon
withdrawal must go into amphibious trninini. Desirahle Ammy
and New Zealand troops this area also receive sme amphibious
training. Even provided no further losses received ships
now this area totally inadequate for prssent and planned
operations, Liberty freighters will materially eass oargo
shipping situation but are not transports or equipped for
amphibious operations., Cannot transfsr now or in future any
oombat 1oadins transports or freighters without prejudice to
operations, ‘omgensopac Comgen MMAC and Comamphibrorsopac . -
99

have by hand for info from Comsopac,
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21 0052 COM3OPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH,

Request all precticable efforts speed delivery FC's and
other listening equipped oraft for base patrol snd loocal
aescort duties Sopao, Comsopao (originator) refers Cominoh
151657 of Soitouber (Aotion Cinopac and Info Cominoh) need
for these units to combat subtmarine menance inm CACTUS area
and vicinity established bases inoremsingly aocute.

21 1800 COMINCH to CINCPAC, Info COMSOPAC, COMAIR™OPAC, COMAIRPAC,

Cincpac 180159, Indiocate proposed relationship of sud~
ordinate command to Comairsopac and reaspomsinilities to-
vward Marine aviation in Sopac. Would additional peraonnel

" be required, If proposed comnand i{s established a more
distinctive title will be required,

22 1037 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMOENSOPAC, COMINCH, et¢.

In face of the stubborn resistance. Comsopac sends.
MacArthur via Carpender. Our advance is continuing
slowly on west flank. No activity on other sectors.
Actlion Cinopac. Comgensopac, Comgenspac have for info.
Enemy positions west of MATANIKAU Rl under continuous
attacking missions bx P-30's, TBPF'e and SED's. 1 near
miss was made on an AK in vioinity of DUNAI, NEW GRORGIA.

22 1541 COMINCH to CINCLANT Info CINCPAC, COMSOPAC .

Transfer to Pao Flt for duty soon as practiocabdble 4
combat loaded APs, one of them suitable for division
flagship, plus 2 oombat loaded AKs. Advise expected
date ready to depart and names of vessels.

22 2125 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMSOPAC, COMSOWESPAC, COMSURPAC.

3hift of submerines to Sopac in recsnt omergency required
practical abandonment of our patrol of Jap waters which
was very effective, As of this date none of these patrol
stations 15 filled and no sudb 1s yet snroute to thenm.
Consider the most critical period for CACTUS has ssed,
Unless otherwlse directed I will distributs Subs Pac Fit
a8 follows, ARGONAUT plue one to bri to fourteen the
number of subs available operstions ONOKS S&BA. Sudbron
forty-five of 13 S boats for ALASEA and Sound School.
Remainder Subrons FOUR and TEN for Bmpire and TRUK patrols

g:mprining about 17 submarines not under DAYY Yard over-
ul.
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23 0612

" GKEEN

Comasopac sends to Oinopae info Oominoh, V v, Comser-
forpac, Comdespao, sustained il 11 hits port
slde including 1 major caliber bowbardment all above
waterline. Number 3 handling room, gun shelter and Wumber
4 handling room holed. Ressultant f‘tru with ready service
Dowder explosions oaused extensive dsmage. Both after
guns out necessary replace. Also both torpedo mounts out
dus direot hits require renewal. Recommend PREARL. Re-

irs make seawor completed. Vesesl capable full power.
g.ucmm being repa roﬂnm POFPY completion Decesber &,

Repairs 0! M minor ¢ ocapleted. Comseronsopes
by hand. Cinopac please deliver to Comdespes.
COMSOPAC SOPAC

Task Forces under operational control of originator Com-
sopac are reorganised as follows: Task Foroe 11 Rear Ade
niral Ramsey in SARATOGA, SAR JUAN, COMDESRON 8 in BALCH,
ORIDLEY MCCALL CRAVEN DUNLAP FANNING., Taak Porce 16 Rear
Admiral Sherman in ENTERPRISE, IRG0, Desron 2 MORRLS,
ANDERSON HUOHES NUSTIN RUSSKL OLARX. Taak Perce

64 Rear Admiral Lee in WASHINGTON, Batdiv & plus gsyeen-
ing units ap aeeigned. Task Force 65 Rear Adwirel M1l
in MARYLARD, C NASSAU, - ALTAMAHA, PARRA » DALE
AVIWIN, BULL, MACDONOOUE, MOMAGHAN. Taak Porce 67 Rear
Admiral Kinkeid (Resr Admirel Tisdale second in ccmmand)
NORTHAMPTOR, PENSACOLA, NEW ORLEANS, HONOLULU, YELEWA,
TAMSON, NIOKOLAS, O'BANNON, FLETORSR, ORAYSOXX MAURY.
The followl unite .W Tagk Poras 68 (Racorta):
LANSDOWNE, WOODWORTH » MCCALLA, MEADE, SHAW,
STACK, BUCHANAN. Units not now in company wiil be directe
ed to Join Task FPorce Commanders dy originator Comsopac
48 300n ae preactiocadble. Units assigned Task Poroes

and 63 remain une od. Additional assignments to Tesk
Porces will be made from units now enroute. Combatant
unite in Sopao area not assigned to Tesk Forces will ot;
erate under orders of Comsopro. The organisation here
preecribed ie effective zero houre 24 November.
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24 0145 COMSQPA CPAC c PAC .

24 0525

25 1216

232222
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Your 222241. Comsopac sends for actien Cinopac. Based
on forces now availadle, garrison CACTUS after relief
now planned will consiast of American Division and 2nd
Mar Div (6th, 7th, 8th Marines) plus attached units.
Command to senior troop commander under principsl unity
of command. Command organisation be separate deapatoh,
Base Commander POPFY Major Genersl Lineoln, USA commands
all defense foroes inoluding RIWI CASE under prineipeal
unity of command. If 28th Division made availadble plan
send CACTUS relieve 2nd Marine Divisien in preparation

further offensive sction. Comgen Sopac concurs and has
for info. ‘

An enemy encampment .. Reports GUADALCANAL .. On the north
slope Nambulo was contacted by patrol of 30 men First Marines. {
ComSoPac Forwards.. Orange lost 5 machine guns plus

70 killed. Our casualties 2 wounded. While reorganisi

have temporsrily halted operations on weet flank, On 2

SBD and F4F4 strike at NUNDA, NEW GEOROE ecored 1Direct hit
on warehouse at LAMBETI, Sighted no shipping. Alr rts
indicate Nips unloading at LIU LIU CHOISEL on 2let. 80

1 AK unloading near NUNDA 20th and 21st. Weather prevented

planes from reaching MUNDA. ComGenSoPac ComGen 1MAC and
CTF 62 have by hand for info.

COMSOPAC TO CINCPAC info Cominch,C ¢ ‘

Comsopac relays from GUADALCANAL. At three hourse love (-11)
one snemy plane dropped bombs to the south of the field killing
and wounding several, No ground activity of importance past
twenty four houre. Shore positions of enemy; haraesed by nine
individual P-39 missions. Pour bomb hits on builldings

LAMBETI not LOMBRJI as previously reported yutor:&domuh
hand

NEW GEORGIA on 24th. Ten Zeros attacked bombers ut damage
our planes.. ComGenSoPac and ComOenlMAC have by .

COMINCH TO CINCPAC info COMBOPAC.

Your 200923 Garrisons OSTLER,LINROUT each total 45 officers and
827 men and consist Headquarters Detachment, 1 Coast Artillery

Battery automatic n:fom antiairoraft with searchlight platoon,
1l engineer company a ation, 1 airwmys detaciment, 1 ef ant
aircraft warning company plus misscel service units, Both
88 KOTA AOEONG arrived OSTLER Novembsr 8 e to LINNOUT,
Report ComGenSoPac by dlspateh. New Zealnd joint staff miesion |

Assumes commanding officer Asteo al reporied Com
Comasopac confirms. Cincpae give u‘?ﬁﬁ- w Dept f::’::l"m
Army has by hand. )
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26 0458

25 0609

GKLELN

GC
COMSOPAC

Front lines area OGUADALCANAL witnessed only ground sotivity
for the day, Our patrols engaged in oleaning out isolated
groups offering resistance, Daily Comsopac info. 4 B-17s
dropped 8 SOO-Egund bombs ensmy convoy 2 DDs and 2 AKs )
AO violnity PILOPILO GANONGGA, lo hits observed, Our
bombers intercepted by i enemy zeros no damage resulting.
At 0L10 L (-11) 26th 2 enemy bombers over CACTUS drop
bombs without resultant damage. Our 33 continued nightly

patrol over enemy lines. Comgensopas and ComgenIMAC have
by hand. Action Cinopac Info Cominoh.

C c OPORT DIV (%) N

Abandonment AOLA Ngroizogt approved. Form Tesk Unit 62.4.6
Captain Ashe in VI 00D, PRES, HAYRS, FORMALHAUT,
Comdesdiv 24 in LANSDOWNE, GRAYRON, SHAW, NICHOLAS, From
CTF 62, Task unit depart BUTTON earliest daylight Nov
27th prooceed CACTUS via east and north of SAN CRISTOML
and LENGO CHANNEL to arrive 0530L (-11) 29th, Unload on
beach extending 3000 yards east of TOSAMA POINT, Embarked
personnel estahlish base at VOLINAVUA as directed by Com~
gen CACTUR, On completion unloading NRVILLYE, HAYE®, YEY.
WOOD return to RUTTON via same route escorted by 2 DD's,
When FOMALHAUT unloaded at TOGAMA direot her proceed AOLA
BAY acoompanied by remaining 2 DD's and load about 75,000
cublc feet heavy oargo for transfer to TOGAMA POINT and
RINGBOLT as designated by Comgen CACTUS, FPOMALHAUT and
escort return to BUTTON on oompletion, Op Plan Afirm 24
covering this movement being forwarded Comeadnavbase by
air for delivery to you on arrival,

COMSQPAC to CINCPAC Info COMAIRSOPAC, COMINCH, COMAIRPAC.

Cinopao 180159 Cominoch 211800. In order clarify situation
urge following aotion., Afirm. F{toh's title to bde only
Cormander Task Poroe 63. Baker, ZXstablish Comairsopas at
WHITE POPPY in order disohnrg: funotions outlined para 5
of PaoFlt letter 33 L-42 in Sopac area, Comsopao the
sender. Cast, Order aviation Rear Admiral to command
same. The Commender of the Task Force oomprising the
combatant elemsnts of land based aviation is a full time

Job and must be filled by the most experienced Naval aviator
available in this area,
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26 0247 CINCPAC o COMINCH, Info COMFOPAC, COMAJRSOPAC, COMAIRPAG.

26 0632

25 1659

Commander Fleet Alrcraft NO'MEA short title Comfair NOUMEA
oonsidered most distinotive title new commander, My

180159 Cominoh 211800. See Comairsopaoc 240221 Comsopao
290251 Oqtober now passed to you which basis original
recommendation. Also Comairsopas 242331 Comsopac 250609
whioch oomment your 211800. Propose duties Comfeir NOUMEA
vithin Sopac area to parallel and extend those now nslgnoa
Comairpac for entire Pacifioc Ocean Area would aoncern all
Nevel air units and air base facilities and would for Marine
aviation inolude supply of airorsft and aviation material
vlus other administrative assistance as direoted by Comsopac,
Agree Halsey proposal that Fitoh as Comtaskfor 63 exercise °
operational oontrol over such Army Navy and Marine sircraft
as assigned by area commander but consider present inoppors
tune time to reassign title Comairsopac. Additiomal

Officer and Staff necesssry to free FPitch of widespread
administrative responsibilities,

COMSOPAC to VICE QPNAV info COMNAV, CINCPAC,

Prior receipt of Vice Opnav serial 123739 of Uot. 13 amd
Cinopao serial 4235 of Nov 16 Comsopao originator direoted
by his serial 5356 of November 10th all commanding generala
at established island bases to designate a U, S. Neval
Officer as Port Director where no Port Director hed been
regularly aasigned, Port Direotor's have also been in-
struoted to aot as routing and reporting offiocers for
merchant shipping Britieh route and Vesce arrival signals
are presoribed with NZNB as reporting center responsible
to pasa them to regular US and British Adees. Authority
hereby reruested for Port Directors sc designated to drew
publications listed in paragraph 3 subperagraphs A through
F of Vice Opnav Serial 0127320 of May 2nd, Mobile lesuing
office US3 ARGONNE end issuing office NO3 M ICRM will be
direoted to make issues subjeot your approval, Nemes of
Port Directors designated will be communicated to the
Director Naval Transportation Service, Action Vice Opmav
Information Cominoh C and R Cinopae.

COMINCH %o CINCPAC, COMONPAC, COMAIR™OPAC, COM_OYETPACPOR, et%g

Refer to this as Admiraltys 1726A72,, Your 1350 21st not
to all addressees. Engadine should not omtml
syatems 2 she is to proceed to NMOUMEA via AlX A a® so0n
as she i»s rend; for sea. She is nt required to embark
Martlets from KILI'DINI, 3 ATHRNE is also to be seailed for
same destination aa aoon as resdy. 4 Other ships are to

oome under operational oontrol of Cinopac on arrivel in
South Pacifio Area,
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25 1415 COMIN

Opnav Bug;u Marcorps informed. 4 APs and 2 AKs esocorted
by 4 PacFlt destroyers expected depart Base X mid December
for CANAL ZONE where report Oimzc for duty. FFS now plan-
ning load ALLEN with 3rd Marine Replacement Battalion and
2nd Garrison Replacement Battalion for STRAW and cargo for
WEITE POPPY, OEROROR CLYMER, JOHN PENN, TITANIA, B,
with SeeBees 25 and 37 Pontoon Assemdly Depot other personnel
and urgent osrgo for WHITE POPPY. TH JEFFERSON with
personnel for ZONE thence West Coast or Army personnel
to Sopac as desired by you. Comment. Advise also desired
division assignments APs and AKa unless you wish retain in
new Tranediv 18. This movement direct to Sopac should be
considered in oonneotion return APs and AKs to Amphforpac.

26 2230 NAVAL ATTACHE WELLINOTON to CINCPAG

Afirm 416-26 November. From Goddard., Just returned from
visit to Halsey and Fitoh, Neither had been adle to ocon-
sider RNZAF development bdut hope now to have time to com-
plete directive and formulate future requirements for
RNZAP. Para 2. Was informed Vice Opnav has stated inten-
tion to expand RNZAF from ten squadrons to fifteen by April
1944. This is no expansion sinde we already have sizteen
squadrons, Under this arrangement mostly all our future
output trained personnel will continue to be sent to England
contrary to your wishes. Para 3, Vice Opnav further suge
ested that 1f intendsd allotments of alrcraft to South
acifioc are exceeded the surplus should go exolusively to
American Squadrons. This would effectuslly prevent employ-
ing New Zesland pjersonnel resgources. PFare 4. Please re-
gard this as advance information only am sending letter by
airmail. Please acoept congratulations on great successes
and regrets at loss of Callaghan. 06452/26.

27 1254 COMBOPAQ %o CINGRAC

80 Japs killed nmumber of machine guns captured in looal

operations west of POINT CRUZ, There were no other ground
activities Comgensoped Comgen IMAC info by hand. At 8400
26th 7 B=17's struck ssrodrome at KAHILI no opposition en-
countered., large fires resulted at disperssl area plus 18

hits on runway. During the night, GComsopac forwerds Gailly
summary from GUADALCANAL area. 2

nissiles near mouth of LUNGA RIVER no

and the 24th CACTUS bdombing of KOXONGOLO mission NERN GBOROIA
destroyed all houses that area., Kips reported hiding in dush
durlﬁ reids. Ntemy explorations toward the eastern side of
NEW GEORGIA are continued. On the Slat with 80 Japs
was reported in BALFOUR CHAXKEL near o« Good native

report states 3000 ORANOE at REXATA BAY,




14 0001 TG 6'?.4 ongtod npmontly B oy foroes sonitaining Bie

GHREN

and oruisers plus DDs to SE of BAVO about 0184

312 range 27100. We lpgmhod in :I.ang columm 4 DDe,

1 CLAA, 2 CAs, 1 CL, 1 4 DDs via 1IENGO CHANMEL on
280 along nor‘h eoast oloss in, oourse %o -Mt
310 True then 000 then 313 at 0137, 870 elos t.

about 3000 yards of enemy. Memy reno unm
to south of 8AVO from WW in 2 or 3 groups.

distance of groups by sall george redar rm ' 8
ships 250 True runge 4800 sourse 120 speed 80, G ships 318
True range 7000, 4 large ships 200 true 10000. AS

0143 DDs instructed to launch torpedo attack, At 0145
ordered to stand by to fire. At range of about 3000

to group on port bow while turning to course 870 esommtnoed
firing at 0l48. IEnemy turned on searchlights and commended
firing at short ran oga just prior to our opening fire. 0188

changed courae to ignal and speed S8 Imots. ATLANEA
fell out to left and b.li.ﬂod on fire at 0210, SAN FRANOINOO

hit heavily especislly bngﬁo ares and Rear Admirel hlm
and all staff but one kill

JUNBAT hit'z

ine room time unimowm: PORTLAND delle hit by

loat steering control prior to 0816. Melee uul in
whi.ch events unosrtain but destroyers both sides very aotive,
Numerous ships afire inoluding one large ship capaised and
one large BB or CA stopped and co.hulz enveloped in flames
and passed both olose aboard. At ORA8 attempted to assewble
foroes remaining. At 0226 gave ocourss 098 True speed 10
Form 18 to ships able to comply. At 0840 muchd SAN PRAN-
CISCO on port bow and she formed mh
SEALARK NNEL., STERRETT and O'RIIG in LANGO
at 0810 nportod oondition PORTLAND to redio TULAOL and re-
quested tow and air coverage. After transiting SBALARE
destroyers formed soreen, At dﬁ{ngh gim up JUNEAU in
INDISPENSABLE STRAIT near RALA Instrusted to
g‘nn mf Took oourse to scuthward and spsed 10 Imots wntil

NCISCO made te Ty repairs. Transferred mediocal

assistance to SAN FRANCISCO and sent O'BANNCHE to positiom
to tranmmit report cm force positiom and intentions. O'BANNON
rejoined at 1530. At 0828 course 180 speed 17 imebs ﬂm
¥o., 8 all lgad JUNEAU ocould make. At 1101

from about nhun running on or nsar nt
astern of HEIRNA mmammmu?tr& then
down 4 feet by hesd) on port side of fantail (losation of hit
debatable but aft) as she was o tOthe nm

JUNEAU was third ship in formstion & "rau
quarter of BARN: 800 due to oulty ll.ll' one
soTew and as requested by o-mm.:' icer, There sas &
unglo enormous .explosion r£ill )
oloud of yellow dlack and |
an extaat and volimm se
boum attack, Hemining shi
and ra un oourse

l " g
:0“ s by vim ’?ug&r

(Con¥imed next ”)
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(Continued)
B-17 sighted at 1121, Within minute after explosion
JUNEAU had completely disappeared. Debris fell and smoke
remained for about 9 minutes. No sight or sound contact
on submarine., SAN FRANCISCO worst msterial and personnel
casualties inoluding Captain Young., Lt. Comdr. Schonland
now oomnndlnk extensive personne)l and material
casualtien. terial and personnel various extent
remaining ships. 8AN FRANCISCO and probadly STERRET™T will
require navy yard overhaul, HELENA and O O¥ tender
availability., All times mentioned are minus 11,

CTP 62 tg OTM

MAJABA and ALCHIEA have been torpedosd vicinity LUNGA POINT.

From CTF 62. Indications that Jap subs are also operat in
INDISPENSAELE 3TRAIT. PFPossibility that subs enter SAVO 1
&t night and 1ie on shelf near beach at CACTUS awalting early 4
morning return aof ships to anchorage. Suggest part of screen
mike sweep close in CACTUS beach prior caily arrival APs and :
AKs in unloading area. On retirement to eastward recommend q
units of soreen made sweep INDISPENSAELE STRAIT ahead of :
transports. If retire to RINGBOLT desirable that units of

soreen patrol 3AVO 30UND during night with view intercepting
subs on surface.

This despatch to General MacArthur from Admiral Halsey.
Your 270055 and 271136, Our ocommon objeotive 1s R&BAEL.
Until Jap air in NEW BRITAIN and northern S0LDMORE has
been reduced, risk of vsluable naval units in middle and
western reaches SOLOMON BEA oan only be justified by major
en seaborne movemant against south coast NEW or
AU IA itself, Seabdorne supply of beses we take on north-
ern oocast of NEW GUINRA not feasible until we ocontrol B0LO-
MON SEA, in other words RASAUL, TMursuant foregoing snd with
history past months in view, consider RAIAUL assault cam-
Raign must be amphibious along the SOLOMONS with NEW GUINEA
and position bnioanzve supporting one only. I sm cur-
rently reinforoing CACTUR nosition and exvediting means »f
onerating heavy air from there. It is my belief that the
sound proocedure at this time is to maintain as strong a lepd
and eir pressure agsinst the Japanese BUNA position es your
lines of cormuniocation permit, and oontinue to extreoct s
constant toll of Japanese ship~ing, an attriti-n which if comn- |
tinued at the present rate he can not long sustain, I be- g
lieve that my greatest contribution to our common effors
would bg to strengthen my nosition and resums the advense
up the SOLOMORS as soon as possible, while emtinuing to
ml;intn}n 8 naval foree in bcing on th.!rm of pos-
sible Japanesse scale advancs ast _ oFr
Southern Momt. M pass. Joae
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29 1050 COMS3OPAC to CINCGPAC

This {a MacApthur'a 2731)6 you aaked for in your 290709,
"MaoArthur sending to cusopas, tUltre, 1. conneotion
withny radio of this morning it ia reported from our naval
sources that the en will attemnt llndlnﬁ at GUNA 8§ AK'y
oh She nighy of Hovember 29 and L AX'a on Novemher JU and
reneating on the nights of Usceaber 3Ird snd Lecemder 4th.
The escorting naval force is reported as one oruiser anpd

, destroyers. Cnn you help me by a diversionary mnwve to
threaten his flank query? Admirsl Carpender, please pass.”

29 1100 MAGARTHUR YJA GOMSOPAC o GINCPAG

28 1235

29 0035

MaoArthur's 270088 follows., kaference your 290709, Jome
sopac passing, is_dispatoch is for Admiral Halsey from
General MaocArthur. In my onerations in NEW GUINEA ny ground
foroes have driven the enemy haok to a shallow besch head in
the BI'NA GONA area. The air force has nrovided oclose supnort,
has transvorted large numbers of troons and has sunniled the
entire oneratinn, Pending the estahlishment of seshorne

line of ocommuniostions, the number of trons I can emnloy

is definitelv restrioted by limited canacity of air trans-

nort, The anom¥ ie making evary effort to reinforeoe and

sunnly the garrison by sea and desnite losses from alr attask,
has recentlv succeeded to an extent sufficient to ~revent
my destroying his beaoh head, lls ia evidentl ' increasing
hie efforts and is in position tomake a move of oconsider-
able magnitude apainst NEX GUINEA, The Chiaf of Staf" of
the Army after discussion with the Navy in Washington, hee
suggested thast I take up with you the detailed naval re-
quirements for the supnort of ny immediate onerstions in
order to reach an agreement as to the nragticable measures
to ba taken with the naval forces now available in our
respsctive areas, I would asnreciats an expression of
your views, Carpender pleass pass,

oM g MAIRPAU, COISORAC. COMALROOIAC

Cinopac 260247 aporoved. Cinepao hereby authorized to
establish new flag officer command in South Pacifio "Fleet
Air Comaand NOUMEA™, BShort title Faircomnoumea will be

& suhordinate command of Comairnac and Yomfairnoumea. Will

report for duty to Jomsonas. Bureaus and officers of iavy
take necessary action,

Radio RHONOLULU, pass to Cinopac - refer Cominch 272156,
Following status of CTF & destroyers. 15 at present op-
erating with TF VIZ four modern, 11 o - lnoluglng oweepers,

2002
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290035 (continued)

' Essentisl duties, 3 o0ld on »ermanent esoort duty setween
OCEAN BLUR and WHIRLAWAY, 2 0ld anti-eubmarine matrol
LOVGVIEW, 3 to 4 will be as-igned AM'LET "OVE. Two for
anti-submarine ~atrol. 1 to 2 soreeni gz moves bdetwesn
TONGVIEW and AMU'LET, Minimum 3 required for soreening OCEAN
JLUE to LONGVIEN for ‘trans~orts and immnortant ocargo shina,
liovement of important oargo ships will continue indefinitely.
At infrequent intervale and portoda lasting month must main-
tain anti-submarine natrol at CAVERN to proteet discharging
ships, Four modern destroyers now in striking force with
cruisers, Operational breakdowna old destroyers frequant.
Present status king at RARFMERTON urgent renaira, XAl must
follow for same when king returns, WADUTH, PEXRY o-ers-
ting with oracked reduotion gears whioh should »>e repaired
when ships can be spared. LAMBERTON has boiler comnletely
burnt out, Deatroyers have heen operating preotichll: oon-
tinuously without op-ortunity for unpkeep. largin with respeot
to prospective demands now zero. recent net reduction in
e800rt vessels to the foroe includi:ug Canadian ia nine,
Renuest retention TALIT dent with this taskforce untii
reliefs osn be provided or at least until one January.

CTF 8 sends, Radio SREMRRTO!N pass to Comnwseafron and
YPS X RDO SenFran pss to Comwesseafron and N MI X RLO An-
napolis pass to Opnav and Cominoh.

28 1708 COMINCH to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC COMAIRSOPAC coM 18, .

Comalirsopac 240887 from Comnavbaassopac. Do you approve
development of EBUTTON into LION Base as recommend T Ir

80 does this base supplement or replace development here-
tofore stressed for WHITE POPPY? See your 210817 Ootober
next to last sentence. If BUTTON development is in ad-
dition you must balance large shippi requirements against
other shipping needs Sopec. Little additiona} ohirpin; in
prospeot. If not approved as recommended specify location
of approved components, What is toc be division of bdase

funotions between BUTTON and WHITE POPPY? Rdo NOUMBA pass
to Comnavbassopas.
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Fieter (som)

20 1788

29 1811

30 0841

Addressees promulgate following to extend oommands need to
know., Para. In event usage gas by cnuzd:: suapected.
Afirm, [

Make immediate dispatch report ssed for aotion
to entire ohain of command. Baker. Oonduct immediate in-
vestigation on npot;} qualified personnel, Cast. Make
amplifying report oonfirmed or not confirmed. « Yo not
retaliate with gae until suthorised by Comineh Cast Negat
Option. Uss of toxic gas will not be initiated by any units
3all commander, Undertake instruction and training to insure
that retaliation 1f suthorized will be effective. In pre-
caution against initiating use of gas under etrese offensi
materials are to be kept in ready reserve dbut not iesued to
combatant units. Buord will keep addressees advised regard-

ing availabllity of materials. VCNO has for aotion Comdt
Marcorps, Buord, Buaer informed.

COMSQPAC to C C CINC

Answering Cominoh 281230, Unleae sterilisers more reliadle
than indicated by statements Dootor Nichels, use of aireraft
mines offensively this area subject same tactical drewbasks
as mustard l.n:.mz warfars, From Oomsopao, Aotion Oominoh,
Infor Oinopas, Oomsowespac. Basically propose uee airoreft
mines offensively first in passagee muoh used b; onemy traf-
fio and in which later resulting menmace to our forees is
acceptable; seoond, as anvil to interdiot nSEy passage in-
cldent to speocifioc attaok., PFirst of above dependent upon
continuing adsquate reconnaissance enenmy traffio at his
bases, whioh lack of asrial photo reoonnal ssance equipment
this area has o faf prevented. XNo suitable opening for
second use has presented itself up to now, Unable more
specific until oompaign features more olearly Gefined,

COMSOPAC to CINGPAC, info COMAVPHISKORFOPAC, COMINCH, etg,

Urdls 270145, Cono‘)ao sends, Torgodoing of ALCHIBA leaves
SoPac area with 4 AK's, 1 of which is under repair. Neces-

sity for moving large nquantities oonstruction equipment and
material to CACTUS apd resulting from interruptions end
demage by enemy action, reeults CACTUS food and ammunition
fupply oritioal, Bven with tem ry eaddition 4 nonoambat
CArge vessels, severa]l ouenung oargoes would still await
transportation. No AX's ocan be spared without e ring
CACTUZ position, Further losses must be expeoted

operable AP's exoept KoOANLEY (BPOGNER drydooking) are sageged
tranogortins troops, MoCANLEY esssntial as forae flagahi

due adequeoy redio installations. Yollowing is schedule for
emphibforsopaoc ships, Afimm, JACKSON, » CREECKNT CI

A(Wlmd) o g -lom
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COM3DPAC (Consinued),

loaded troops for CACIUS return t.riz osvaouate troope first
mardiv, If 6th Marines to CACTUS these &umm until
January 25, Baker, NEVILLE, HEYWOOD, oscupied

trans rting Amerioceal Division and 9th Defense Buttalion to
CACTUS until Deoember 20, OCast. FULIER upder L{?-u- 00}~
lision estimated ready Deoember 25. Dog. ZEI departs

for West Comst about 1 December time mtr eatimted )
weoks, Basy, HUNTER LIGORETT enroute with troops
returning %‘I'NN about 10 December, AMERICAN LEGION to losd
18th-Oenstruotion Battalion for CACTUS to return BUTTON sbowt
Decesber 15, PFox, MoCANLEY due WHITE POPPY ebous December
20, ‘Additional movements antioipated are relief reminder
First Mardiv, movenent Army troops from WHITE POPPY end
BIEACHER to SACTUS, movement Third Raiders from STRAN to
BUTTON, training Sepeo troops for amphibious operations.
Providlng movements mentioned in preceding sentence are post-
poned, estimate that transports can arrive SAN DIZG0 onm fol-
lowing dates, HUNTER LI on Deoember 26, AMERICAN LPOION:
on J’anunﬁ » NEVILLE, HEY“0OOD, BARNETT on Jenuary 8, JFULIRR}

and MoC, on January 12, Four ships of Transdivy 2 on
February 10,

Urdis 300841, NEVILLE, HEYYOOD, QARKETT designated for I
return Amphibrorpao. anoo KERMORE mads available for trip '
to CACTUS assume this takes oare of 9th Defense Battalion
your item Baker. Therefore sail one of the 3 des ted 1
ships for SAN DIRGO now and the other two upon ion ‘
Item Baker to arrive about 8 Jan " oslate situation
as regards freighters, When 2nd lass frel T ar-
rives Sopac ares transfer 1 combat loadsr to SAN D and

vhen 3rd arrives send 2nd ocmbat loader. In sdditiom I will
direct retention ZEILIN on West Coast on completion nru-.
Adviee division o isation desired by you. Ships whioch

will remain Sopac including 5 enroute frem and 10 1

liberties, Direst ships ordered SAN DIR00 lsave all lande
ing oraft in Sopac ares,

B AL IS UL ISP AC ‘rd

Yesterday's aotivities comprised numercus patrols First
Marines «gtund 6 maohine on MAIBULO killimg 15, '
Patrol 164%h Infant umﬁi ocaptured 70 mm gua, MNerime
Badders on upper A killed 25 o:ztw 175 M gen and

1 30 ma. Comsopec reiterstes. 4 attack missions carried

t by P-39* t ORANGE sions biplanes end 2
?‘inzuwﬁ-'.m FREKATA t! by Wor 2 seareh plane adrew ..

Oth and agaie MDD &

R
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CINCPAC ¢

Iacking suitable target areas within reach there are no plans 1
in immediate prospeot for use of aircreft mines in ocemtrel
Pacifio. This in reply your 261230. Por all other aress im-
cluding Sowespao am strongly of opinion that this weapoh should
be used without too muoh stress on probable failures of sterile
izing features hasarding our future eotions. This view based
on definite experiemce of British with favorable damage ratio
of mines versus bombs even under admittedly different oircum-
stances. We should haress the enemy with every oomseivadle
means, Further of note is oertainty shet as aps are driven
from any locetions now held by them we will encounter more
mine opposition. Sweeping measures undertaken conourrently

with offensives will therefore f“‘ some degree o8 protectiom
against own mines previously laiad.

S A«

Construotion of 1000 lineal feet more oorsl, 15,600 lineal ]
Test taxiway 8000 lineal feet road, 37 glm revetasnts, Oom- {
mand post shelter, Ready room ehelter 67,200 lineal feet
drainage ditoh, frmntion of oampsite., Installation gaso-
line tanks necessary to complete fighter 2 field. - Construc-
tion of 4000 linssl feat of Marston mat. 29,350 lineal feet
taxiway. 36 plane revetments 8000 lineel fest roads, Com~
mand poat shelter. Ready room shelter. ez,ooo lineal feet
¢

drainage ditoh preparation of ocamp site. allation gaso-
line tanks necessary tq complete fighter 1 14, Resconstrue-
tion of 500 limeal feet Marston mat. Construstion of 23,100
lineal feet taxiway. 41 plane revetments, Command post
shelter. 50,200 lineal feet drainage ditoh! 10,000 lineal
feet road improvement. Air base office. Repair shop instal-
lation gasoline tanks. Neoessary %o bomber field. All
of rorogging must be completed befors od rains estimated
niddle Deosmber 11‘_1’101#: .1.:. to opsrete. NO work started '
LN,

fighter 3 or

] LR B0 CLNGPAC TUEIEAY
Taskforse oommander hes 25 esoh Mark XIX Mod 1 and Merk FIIT
aerial mines st ug'cnmm. No others emrcute. Plan use
Mark XIIX'e Mnst shipping conosatretions CHICEAOOP
HARROR, 0 11 BAY and Pass between SOUTH HEAD and LITME
KISKA, Mark XII.1l's seme HOLTZ BAY, MCDONALD COVE,
Pass SQUTH HERAD 45 NORTH D KISKA and possibdle mho::gu
in SEMICHIS if mors acourate charte vol, unn T
airoraft instellations KISKA HARBOR prevent aining iion
that area until these installations reduced by bom o
also wilitaien meuiios abe Bibss Taet Tesrins, il
also mil e B ines tion

XII's recent mine plant
buted strong cseaw. ey
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29 0110 CTF 8 to COMINOR, Info CINCPAC, VuPNAV, (cqpuma)

rents reduced magnitude in areas nlannsd for future use end
revised directive for 1000 specing will insure more sucoessful
performance by astial mines, Pass Vice Opnmav for info, Oom=

taskforoe 8 originater, Cominsh for action. Oinepec info
addee,




SECRET

September 1,

The damaged SARATOIA is enroute TONGATARU with two
crulsers and seven destroyers, anl! wil)l arrive thrre the uth,
Her power plant i3 uncertain and she can only moxe 10 xnots,
To enter the herbor she will proba®ly need the LAVAJO and
SELTINCLE, both of which are avallshle to her. All her aur-
viving planes except € VP, 2 VI, and 4 VT have Yeen flown to
the ICSES-RUTTCHL area for distribution., It seems orobat:le
that the suby which tornedoed the SARATOGA waa sur) by the
UOLS3EYN before 1t could ret off a renort of hittin.-,

With the ENTFHPUISE and SARATCSA out of sctton for
some time to come the 'YASP and HCRNET rrouns will have to re-
maln Ln the SCLOMONS-LEN CALFELONTA area Indef'nitely, The
additlon of the TASHINGTON and SCUTH DAKATA wlll rrestly add
to our strength in that area, levertheless, the Japs sare
capable of placing superlor forces in the area,

Three Jap DDs landed troonhs and supplies about 20
miles east of our position or the north side of SUAZALCANAL,
It has not yet been learned how such operstions can take slace
wlthout satiafactory counter actlon on our part,

CTFP-€2 011237 plnk Jolns other cormsnders there 'n
8 plea for more air In the GUADALCAYAL area, Thus every malor
commander in the South Pacifie and the Under Secretar: of the
Navy have urred that the flow of planes in adequate pumbters
be Maplalto that area. CinCPac 01233 ces speclfic types of
Army planes and pllots to flv them,

In 8 letter to Cominch today CinCpas dlsapnroves
the use of carriers to sunnort landines when they are vulner-
ale to enemy shore baged alr and wher the "ot can be more
nroperly done by our shore based air, The letter 's deslrned

to nrevent the nae of our carriers te cover 1andin-a in Tasrs
Two and Three,

Comsopac 020300 pink recucsat LagArthur to SUpﬂly
P-3C3 to the TULA3I area. Ard hils o2d400 ¥es a further plea
for alrcraft relnforcements, particuvlarly fichters,

/ ‘;.l-

C.3. CACTUS 012313 'explaina Lis fear of the enemy
bulldins up a large striiing force hvy repeated smmll landincs
during <arkness and recermends adequate search Ly sireratt
and Lus or LTBs and the 7th Marines a3 e striiin- force,

Submarines continue active in the South Paciftc,
One was seen off TULAGI today,

In the ALEUTIANS CTF-0 reports that the HLIL sank
the RRo 61 and took prisoners from her.

1008




SECOTT
Senterber 1 (continued)

The Jap forces thought northeast of the SCLINCYS
have not lteen sichted for several days, It seers -ossitle
thiat the {WUJC has returned to the Empire an! *rnt one .V s
enroute scuth to reslace her, The reaernt nezunatten af CUEAY
anl KATAY rnow seerma & fact, APAVANA 'n the TTo
abdr cacurnted todar,

PRSI
e, 4 .
Vi LOrS,

T3 waa nrat -

Sarlly Twe La qt111 te itagee t. Yo

e, YD AR 1, c A g U yreyee T ETE LTI T ’t/
vLIrwae contirmen to e #oarny Lere (011 iy |V
faroe ! A" bLho current Jevelopments,

1009




SECAET
Sentember 2,

Com3oPac Q312llAvives a surmmary of coperations for the
1ay. The tormbinics on Cactus took plsce the day tefore, Lvi-
dently the PUKICYS went ac~round a secey! time off TVlLail and
was hauled off by the SANILE, Hisg CZ073C oink rives the emuloy-
ment of V=17 whlle TF~17 13 at lloumea for fuel und supplies.
T-17 arrlves at Lovmea tomorrow,

Com3oPac estimates thut on Aurust L4th lecal an enrsvy
~ 5 -
2V ricelvedtl a tornedo 3}t. Jarare teo cther unlrs 'a retr clear,

SomSePac 031141 Juastly praises the fine work of the
Bouralnviile cosat watcher in -lvin: tlrelr mariine ~f un
approachling alr rai-l,

v
Cominch 02105€ indicortes thot €0 P=I's tr allltinn
to othrr lures are enroute Pacific Yases,

The SUULD In Midway from natrol off Truv und Levien,
resorts roar huntine- hoth pluces,

alr reconnalssance of the “ilterts bLv the Japs cor-
tinued today.

The 2.0. at Fanning Island renorts serirus lstor
troutle ard reguests that the troutle makers ‘e deperted.

ihe Army reports 6 APz at Klska, ¢ of which arr over
©C,000 tons. This report by Alsskan (=3 stirred un the Com-
mander Yestern Defense, CTF=" douhta this report as ‘oes

CinCPnc. 5teps are belnr tuken by the aArmy to rsrrison the
Pribilofs,

There 13 nothing sirnificant about enemr roves, b}fC/
September 3.

/ Comsopac OhllIGJgives & summary for the day in his ares,
His 040300"Indicates his plan to put the 7th Marines in GUAIMLTANAL
and ?o nut a battalion of Army troops on TREVAMIO!N Island (Santa
Cruz),

14
Cominch 031313 does not pive much encourassment for
large development of ralder battalions,

/
CTF 16 020337 comments favorasly on the employment of

the new 538 in the carrier task forces, The best place seems to
have them down wind from the carrier, '

1010
|




SECHET
September 3, {Continued)

The TAMBOR reports sinking 22000 tons off THUX,

There is further confirmation of the anemy ocoupation
of OCZAN and NAURU lslands, This being the case, -incpac will
not attempt to send food to OCEAN lsland,

As the Japs ere apparently ocounying TARAWA Is'and in
the GILBUYRTS, the ALSACORE, which was close by, was diverted to
that nlace to take any apnropriate amction possihle.,

The first thrpe trensports have unloaded undetected at
ADAK Island, At Say the ZATCO 1s still aground and a sal-
vape tug 1s enroute to assist, There is comnlete dlsacreement
between the Army and the Navy concernine the activity at WITKA,

An Army renort of 2 20000 ton APs in that harbor is not Imlieved
w OTW 8,

Sarciv 2 is 8still {ndicated in home waters, all alrns
continue to noint to an &ll out eneny attemnt to recanture TV LAG]

and JADALCAMTAL,
Septenber 4.

Admirel Ghormley's 051156 summarizas the .Jouth Pacific
situation,

t#f1/

The SCUTH DAXOTA will join Task Force 18 on the Bth,

30 far in their operations i{n the Jouth Pacific the
combat and operational losses of P3Ys run 23% a month,

There 1s some fear by CTF 62 that the enemy will reid
3/M0A tonight or tomorrow,

vomsowestpac requires replacements of ships lost in the
TTLAGI operation. This involves 1 2A and 3 D, 1n eddition he

wants one destroyer division., These ships are rejuested to keep
the llnes open to NEN GUINEA,

To rectify lending mistakes gade in the initial T LAGI

landing, Comamnhiblous “oPac 0L0610Plans an extensive rehearsal
of a landing on September 1l3th,

CTF 8 042027 objects to the Army pronosal to garrison the
PRIBILOF lslands,

The Jap submerinees continue to be active in the South

Pacific, One was renorted off TLAGI yesterday and one off JLIAZHER
today,

A major move of Japanese units from the Empire to the South
Pacific in the next few days is indicated. Cardiv 2 seems in-

volved in the move, 1011 \»'4.




Se-terber L, 1042.

Com3oPac {0114€ (pirk} ~lves the summary of L1s nper -
tteng o bt Ao

The SCUTH LARCTA ~roun wh'teh "tnelvied the JUTNAU and

S Lo were oriered to leave ULEAZVER tedar to reniervens with
nsl'orce 17 or. the “th, When clearin- tie larter the 5 '"TH

aal U7a L1t a nlnnacle reck ant w111 nrebably regotve dryiociing.

AT R SRS
C.)(.\ k.

The S3ARaTO0GA ;roup arrived at FLEAZHLE (CTF-11
“iter, termvorary repalrs are -made and certaln scsrea andon
1

terens nre
vnioaded te tr left there thet sh'p v'11 nrozeel tr Peurl vt
Toda, 100 snd 50D as escort,  ComSciac tlars te o cerl Vice ad-
i

tral Yletcher north with the SAalaTC A und nake eir Al
sorTasgtror G,

The WASHINGTON and 3 TLs v'il arrive at “LLACHED sept. 138,
it *ew ap rars that each Task Force 17 and 138 w!ll huve 8 rew o1
=ttt tiem Ly sreund the 17th of Jentember,

sty tine dgreral, JASTUS CC10U0 recerta mnctler arull
e ttn o, L s rrobollde thint these »'11 ¢ ntivue,

The flurry cansed Ly & report of g off LS4l (A veaterlay
vy fevmd to te the result af an erroyr,

SinCPac QLEO0D remlnds CemTae For 1 that the F's are
now at Pearl to brea¥ up any attempted eneny lan'l
tan area, It 1s now protable that Tasr “nrce 1 w!

e in the Hawe!l-
A
Sear) o durin _’_‘,gptpmbcr.

T orrmAaln ot

“ne FLYING FI3H on  patrol off THE was ‘ama ed Ly Aev .l
caar;es ant 1s returnins te Pearl, She renrta Littin- s and
settirs Lt nn fire,

sortugl For B 002130 nlviges alnst t..e occupnticon of
TanadA ut o tne powe Llme thet the sove Ya belne prle Ve G dAb, el
rocats thot when otr aunnert s avellutle from adhk tie Taliira
accupatior w11 te much sirplified inanfar us cacort 's o 1crrned,
JinJPac cencura with JomTaskior © 4 u' the Preitloffs sno il not
le rarriscned at this time,

“here 1s Indicatton that at least five Jan carriers wre
in r enr-ute t the IwiAUL srea., ls, trrether wit! cr-tinued
ryltidence of larce reirnforcerments U~ the area uvoint '« a ~ajor
(ffoprt Lo recanture positlony 1n the s ATLIAVAL = 7 La ] wreu,
actlvity In the IILERRTS contirues, It now scers protutle tismt
iest o of thot sroud are now or w!ll be ogccupled tv t e e ey,
Somlnaklor T oangnects mining in the ALRTTIALS but no mines huve

.

“een encountered there, \.:\f
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September 6th,

Comsopac 050626 expresses his desire for more Narine aiders,

The 2nd Marine aider Jattalion left PIARL today for the outh
Pacirlie,

Cominch 061720 nink annroves the »rojezt to earrison the
PRIBILOF? and to delay the occunation of TiNARA,

STF B feels that he has been ~iven orders by General lelitt
to nrovida escort to the PRIRIILPT and recistered a protect to
>inenac, 'le had not vet receivad the directive ahove from ‘ominoh.
Thus, & few hours delay on the nart of TP 2 would have cleared
un the matter and made his 2rotect unnecessary, Amy - ltavy com-
mand relations in the orth Pecific are not rood,

Admiral Nimitz left PEZATL for “an Prancisco to confer with

Admiral Iine, Develooments in all areas since his departure are
summerlized 1n ZincPrc 9723058 vnink,

-
L
There are no new enemv develooments,
Jentember 7th,

“he day was -cnecrally very quiet, Comseopuce (001140 iy
sumriarlzes operations that srea, The trangnorts were cridered
to return to WUaLALCANAL at dayll-ht,

150 Jap prisoners from the SCLOVOLS will arrive in LE™M
JEALAYD on the 11th, That Government will urcent er. e regnar-
sitle for any priscners we deliver tn them lurir - the “uTrent
of fenilve,

Comsopac 07:00C rives nlans for the emslovment of ol g 1
and 13,

The SCUTH DALOTA will comc to Penrl w'th the JANATI 3,

YEY CLTRFALS and 5 deatroyers,

3. Alaske 0€2210 states thst he will defer the -arri-
sonin - of the PRIBILOFS. A miral Theobald strenuously oh'ects
to the plan ng he conaldepra 1t strate~ically -msovnd,

Palrly rond information states that the Japs nlan tn
attacl INDIA at the end of the drcesent ronsorn season; an! that
the TILLE DAY occupation 'a the first sten 'n the attack on
AUSTOATIA,

“he Japs are now concentrating nearly all of thelir yam-
~eing Corces for the expected nttempt to recavture their poate- "~
ticns In the TULASI area.

| P
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OORFERENGE NOTES

September 0, 1948,

Resspitulation of forces at the disposal of ComBioPac made,

m-mm requesied of ComBoPas.

(a)
(v)
(o)
(a)
(o)
(£)
(s)
3.

Comments on employment of foroes by ComlioPas)

Coleslaste st A k.
Oparations not elosely kmit,
Refueling scoomplished at incppertune times.
Deley in setting up 77 84. '

Burprise attack should not have besn posaible,
Distribution of Flag Offioers.
Disadvantages of mixed foroes.

Dtmd.alorthcunurl-m-im- o%0., olso

replscemsnt of squadron under MssArthur and his refusal to psrmit., Rffect
of Lemd-Losss srrangementsy to h%w. The goal.is to have all
Amsricsn squipsent l.n Australie and New Zeslend. Comindh relatsd his
sfforts (o get Vemturss end explainmed the situstiom regarding sir oreft
servioe unite, nemsly that New Zeslemd has surplus units and Australis

has noms, Pl is to mele swrplus units availsble to Chorsley. Australia
is shord of air fields snd feoilities, The seturation point must be main-

tained,

.. Ocmment on use of Copshes to supply planss.

-1.
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S§ECRET CORFERENCE ROTES Sept, 9, 1942,
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B Coumenta on Andini foroe -~ 7th Regimsnt.

8, CinCPan to prepars Press Relesss oovering Brown's 80-day
crulse and Fletoher's l0l-dey cruise. PFuelling arrangements to be soft-
pedalled.

7. Disoussion of material condition of ships snd their over.
haul. CoainCh oxpresssd the view that r:;ut.i.no overheul should be abolished
as it is a pemne time practioce, ‘Overhauls during War ahould be made only
when neoessary.

8. ~ BORTH CAROLINA and WASHINGTON psrmanently in the Peoifio
Flest, SOUTH DAKOTA is in a different status, Discussion of employment

of new BB'S -~ more to go tol Pl‘nific Fleet as soon as availsbla,

9. &ﬁcmc of Cruiser - Carrier groups. Big DD's
will not do as substitutea for oruisers. Effectivensss of small oarriere,
Esployment of PT boats and 110 ~ footers, Transfer of two 175 - footers
to Brasil.

10, CominCh spoke of the DE building program and disousssd the
chareateristics of DE's, (P=2 to subuit mewo to Admiral cn the question
of whether or not ths Army 90/MM run oan be sdapted to ship board use,

1l. Ruaso-Jap relations. Posaible Jap moves. Plens forry
route, Nows -~ 8ibaris. Reluotunce of Russisns to put out {nformation,
Experiences of Murmensk conwoys . German air flelds in Forway,

-l -
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1;3;;: - QONYERENOX BOTND Sept. 9, 1948,
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13, Ospebilities of oruisers. Relative advantages of lerpe
versus small eruisers.
13.  Ohange of membarship of Genersl Board and effsct thereef.
FOLLOWING POINTE BROGUGHT UP BY REAR ADMIRAL JACODE
14, 8ingPac %o check on salvage personnel,
as, Survivers of ships should not be sont to shore bases.

' Inatesd th-y.nhoul.d g2 to new oonstruotiom, (This is being done),

18. Avistion under new crgsinsation "CombirPao” - orders %o
smeonsutioal organisstion, (P-086 to oheok on title "Commander U.8.
Naval Air Foroea®,

17. Discharge of MoCaleb,

. 8. Reliefl for Anderson. Are four Admirals necsssary in TP 1?
CinCPeao anys "¥o".

1y, Fithess reports to be more desoriptive of the duties per-
formed by officers repcrted upoa,

20, I ComDesPao freeming his personnel? Answer: Temporarily
onlys; matter is now in hand,

21, 81mplifioation of ration allowsncos. MNany ships %o go
stralght money allowances., BSaving of “1“.'0: food atuffs,

3. Cut down passengers going to Pearl Harbor by Clipper,

Spase needed for mail,

SECRET
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83cRR? | CONFERENCE NOTES sept. 9, 1942,
23, Resuperstion Gexter for Flag Officers in Haweti,
24. Euployment of negro persounsl «- will do well in Africa.

(Rear Admirel Jagobe has no more items,)

3. As  natter of poliay, Flag Officers are not to take their
staffs with them when trauterred,

ze, Repalrs to Osliforniss Eleotwionl material delayed,

' Predietad date of oompletion Ootober lat, WEST VIRGINIA had seven torpedo

hits. Completion depends on repairs to rudder post, about Janusry lat.
ﬂﬂmtrmlroturthordmh.n;mﬂlmun. Oglala goes to coaat to
be refitted as a nine layer. OXLAMOMA will be righted in November,
followed by the UTaAR. Ouna and powdar being removed from ARIZONA.

a7, (Admirel Heleey now pressnt,) Disoussion of eireraft,
Flest air winga, groups, &0,
28, Eetablialment of new air fields snd facilities, Why not

uss irmy fields whers arrangements oan be made? Discussion of traini.g
program for R700oplanes ~— all hands noed not be trained sim) tansously.

29, Pilority of repair work at Ssattle. Should it be givem
to AVO's iz preference to PB'a?
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Septembar B, 1942

1, Dispatoh sent to Ghormley telling him to get ready one regi-
ment of Marines (three combat teoems) and etand by to transfer them to

Neoirthur along with orc Division of combat loaded ﬁrtpmporta snd attached
N

d (LTS
AL, Admiral King romsrked that Teaks 2 and é}‘go out the window,
2. . General DeWith to be told that Army troops used in coocupying

vnrioul- islands in the Aleutians Must be under Navy control,

3. Vice Admiral Fletcher, now en route to Pesarl, is to come to
Washington, reporting to CominCh for temporary duty for about M‘: *
Helsey to take over ENTERPRISE group. .

. 4. l 'l'h; Fleet Alr Command at Seattle was discussed, CinCPac
stated that the job was important ohiefly beosuse of the reported delays im
the menning, ocsmiasioning, and fitting out of AVG's. (This quostion molved
temporarily by issuing orders to Captain Ginder to report t¢c Com 13 for
additional duty in ti\il connection,) Admiral Preeman notified by telephone,

B. In gonnsction with the Seattle Command, the status of Waval
Alr Centersand Naval Air Training Centers was disoussed with partioular
reference to whether or mot they should be commznded by Flag Officeras,
Inoident to the Seattle situation, CominCh snnounced that sviators must be
qualified for sdvencemsnt in these cases and that they were to be promoted
%o £i11 billets only. Methods of determining who should he promoted were
alao explained, g]
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SECRE?Y CONPERENCE NOTES Sept. 8, 1942,

6o Personnel items:

(a) CominCh inguired ss to whothor or not Hoover could be
usefully employed in the Pacific Fleet, CinCPas ree
plied "No billet at present”, CominCh said he brought
up the matter et this time merely for poseible sscom-
plishment at an undetermined date,

(b) Assignment of Fletcher. Probability of verious jobs in
Washington for him was discuassed,

(o) Bernhard or MoWhorter oould relieve Hoover, snd Bucke
master oould be used to fil]l in whers needed,

{d} &Ststus of Meson, Ramsey, Bogan, and Wegner touched upon;
algo rotation of Flag Officers in general,

Te CominCh related his efforts to reorganize the Navy Department
and explained the present situation in that respeot,
8, To bgkaken up upon return to Washingtons
S8hould the supervision of the making ready of AVG'a be exer-
olsed at CominCh Resadquarters?t
S CinCPao dwelt on the mothod of providing escorts in the
Pacific Pleet, alsoc whether or not Leary's request {or more ships should be
scted upon at this time, Decision mede to do nothing sbout the despatch

requast but instead, Charmley to lend them sa & oovor;’foroo._;r TP -", f‘x, ’ !.'.‘
A ; .

AT U‘) ana | ahree /’ /

-2 =
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SEOREZ CONFERENCE MOTES 8ept. 8, 1942,
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10, CominCh disoussed prospective additions to the Fluet and stated
his opposition to overhauls in Australia. fHe also spoke of the effact of
Second Front operations and the small boat building program, Insonnection
thﬁro-ity, CominCh spoks of the funotions of the Army-Navy lunitions Board,
their poaition with respsot to priorities, and how the: work, (CominCh also
sxplained Mr. Nelson's position as compared to General Sommerville's. Expan~
‘sion of the Army has resulted in surpluses in nob~oritical materisls. Thess
aurplussa ought to be used. (Aleo, Army lighting plenes located in varioua
parta of the Country),

11, The formation of Task Force 64 was reviewed, Admiral King
remarked that 1t was about one month lata,

12, Consaderation given to the possibility of Vio(Adxnirgl Ghorm-
ley being uneble to stend up physioally, Fossible reliefs for him wers L
mentioned. CinCPao stated that he preforred Turner, (Buhlequently, CinCPao
stated that he would check up on Vice Admiral Ghormley's physioal examination
and notify CominCh of the results.)

13. fulegl operations - Criticisms of:

{(a) Dsy dispcsitions mll right; night dispoeitions look bad,
Was the best use made of the foroces availadle, particu-
lurly Fleag Officers; that is, why wers they mbaeunt from
both groups? And why wes not consideration given to

the question of fatiguet

-3 -
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3B0REY CONFERENCE NOTES ‘Sept. 8, 1942,
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(b) When Turner retired to Ghormley, Yendergrifd left to
hold out by hi.uo-lr.

(o) Was the surprise atteck a result of ineffioiency, and
why were not means taken to pr;vont Jap foroes from
getting in?

(d) Tectioal dispositions dimoussed by CinCPac. Captain
MoCormick stated that the delayed despatoh made no
difference, that is, it_wu reoeived in time to be
aoted upon,

(o) Ovtr-cl‘l responsibllity was Ghormley's; immediate
responsibility was Turnerts; final judgment to be
lef't until receipt of oocmpleted reports, (At this

point Major General Upshur oalled, followsd by General
DeWitt),

14, (Vice Admirals Halsey and Greenslade present.) Vioce Admirals

Halsey and Greenslade explained the situation at the Supply Depot at Qak=

land, Despatoh ssnt to the Chief of the Buresu of 3upplies and Accounts to

ssnd a personsl representative to olear the log jem there, Cominfh agreed
that this would not solvé the problam permanently,

185, Yice Admiral Halsey spoke of the situation with respect to

AVa'S in Seattle, (Thia point previously oovered,)

-‘-
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BECRE? CONFERENCE NOTES Sept. 8, 1942,

e T T

18, Vice Admiral Halsey Buggested that the Commander of the
Flest Alr Detatohment at Alemsdu be given quartera, This proposal met with

an emphatio negative, Short discussion relative to status of Fleet Air
D.t‘tohl.nt..

Vit Qicswats [uitiny wk Plantasts Tl ctisies

17. Additional comment with respact to the Supply situation, with
reference to the possible establishment of more subordinate commands,
Deoision made that Commander Serviss Force oould have representatives at
Seattle, Sen Disgo, Washington, end perhaps elsewhere, but that these repre-
sentative s oould not build up an organization,

la, | Should material be sassembled at Av;'.lmd or Bleachert CinCPac
remarked that thil.quntion is academis at this time beocause matsrial is
baeing sent to the place where it is used as fast as is possible. MoCmin'y
proposal touohed upon, Captain MoCormiok read lstter from Rear Admiral
Turner to Resar Admiral Spruance,

19, Should submarine type Commamters and their staffs drew sub-
marine pay? CominCh read memo on this subject, Deolsion made to recommend
yea, il the new law leavas it up to the Snrotﬂy of the Navy, otherwise
this question to be snswered in the negative, In other words, if the new
law mersly inoreasas fho figure and says nothing about sny other ohange in
the prior law, the seme persomnel now drewing this psy, and no others, will
drew L8,

20, Gominlh remarksd on the necessity of freesing certain people
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BECRE?Y CONFKRENCE HOTES Bept. B, 1942,

in their joba for the duration of the war, such as Intelligence, Aviation,
Submarine, and Communication jobs, As food for thoupght, CominCh mentioned
the possibility of establishing "Services”, tho ides being to dutail officers
in and out of these "Servioces”, CominCh want on to explain the uses of
radio intelligence and atated that it is essentially a communioations
matter and not & proper funotion of ORI, Copy of the treatise prepared by
the Ensign in Redman's office to be given CinCPac and CinCLent.

21. Upon return to Washington take up with the Army, in connéo_

tion with their route to the Southweat Pagiflc, whet do if Canton Islund is

knocked ocutt
FOLLOWING ITEMS BROUGHT UP HY CINCPAC:
22, Mucarthur'e discussion of Tulagi's operationsism. “ios; . .
23. Rear Admiral Byrd's letter regarding Ghormley and MacArthur

and Yasks 2 and 3,

24, Muacirthur's relemse of newas, It is obvious that the informa-
tion he reoleases ia obtalned only from Secret despstohes.

26, Asaignment of submarines in tho Pacifio. (Covered yeosterday
and now fully understood by CinCPas),

28, ‘ Fitoh to be ComairPao; Halsey to be TP Commander. (Alaso
covered yesturday.)

27. Releases of War news, CinCPac atates that he iam bedoviled by
reporters. Wishes Elmer Davia to lmow that he assumes release of war news
to the Press means release to the enemy, CominCh replied that he foupht that

battle at lepst once a day,
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3BcRrRY CONPERRNCE NOTES Sept. 8, 1942,

2B, 8hould thers be a Civil Euginesr on CinCPao's Staff?

Answer: No need for ons now, but poasibly later. Thomas already given
sdditional duty as suoh at request of Moreell.

29, Prassr wants a Liaison offiocer with New Zealand forces mnd
Ghormley., New Zealand man is a Lieutenant (eneral, CominCh replied that
the matter is up to Ghormley, GShort discussion as to g¢ﬁ§2§:; funotions of
Lialson offiger,

s0. Army reinforoements to SoPsc and ScWPac, Fourteen 8quadrons
sarmarked, (Mote: Genorsl DeNitt says assignment of 37 medium bombera to
Western Defenss Command hes heen cancelled,)

.3 Upon return to Washington: Take up with the Army the propo-
sition of putting at the disposal of Cin0Pao snother Army Division for
auphibian treining to replace the Third, This division would ?o to the
Amphibious Foroe Pacifie, CinCPec has no more items,

32. GominCh disoussed raider battalions, alao the situation in
the Marine Corps in genersal mnd disposition and diatribution,

53, Land based plenes are to go to CinCPac, C1inCPac notified that
there are no more restrictions on the type of plane consldored nwoessery,
B=17's sre all right,

54, 8hould mining operations ve undortaken in theo Aleutians?
Theobald has proposed, CinCPec 1s opposed, but is investigating. B8Should the

L
mining be dono by submarine? Answer: Supply of torpedog ia a fsotor,

-7-
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8 _I__G_B_E.T_ COXFERENCE NOTES Sept. 8, 1942,

35, CinCPag has been requested by Ghormley and others to set up
en Airplane replacemsnt program. As all available plsnes will be Bont,
there is nothing to plan st this time,

36, - The question of whether or not Fulorum should be major air-
plans repair base was brought up, Not feanable at this tilo.

37. Brief dimouasion of the oharacteristioa of P-400's and the
best way to employ them.

38, Prospeotive battle demage repairs to be effeated. CinCPac
£%ve approximate dates.

as, Upon return to Washington: F-1 follow up dey by day the
forwerding of material %o repair the ENTERPRISE.

40, Kaneohe projeats; OinCPm furnished a letter. P~33 comment
to P-0,
41, Ways and mesns & gst the Army to bomb from lower altitude,

Upon returnc to Washington request Army Air Foroe Headquarters to furnish a
digeat of High Level Bombing Instruotions. When received, send oopy to
CinCPac and oiroulats to all other foroes with Ariy units :n“d» acoperation,
42, Forwarding of oasualty lists - olassification thereof to be
georet, (Also other routine lists), '
43, CinCPao to furnish Cominch tomorrow with completo list of

foroes at the diaposal of ComSoPac,
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SECRET CONFERENCE NOTES Sept. 8, 1942,
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44, CominCh remarked that in effeoting battle damege repairs,
bringing ships to the West Coast, thereby permitting contaot with families,
is & faotor. Puget Sound now filled up, The queation of where to overhuul
the PENRSYLVANIA recently aross. The Pearl Harbor gung is excellent,

46. CominCh told CinCPao that loss of oruisers iam off-sat by one

o:l:tr'/lm. Short discussion followed in regard to other BR's, the WICHITA
(ot a Lovan
and FUSGOEUEA, also as to how many orulisers Theobald should have, Deolsion

made to make no changes until the weather geta bad. CominCh assured CinCPas

that he would have more tools as soon as they beoames available,
48, CominCh inquired as to how Dunits organisation is working,

CinCPac replied that it is working n].l' right but that he has too many

people, namely, 13 officers and 26 men., Can Navy Yards be trusted to look

out for the interests of the sea going foroes? Answer: ¥o, Bimilar situs-

tion existing between Plest Msintenance in OpNav and BuShips illustrates
that the technical people snd the sea going people do not talk the asne
lsnguage,
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1, 5hift of aviation Flight Commands disoussed, Declsiom
made that Towers should be relieved by MoOain, tho former to become

ComAirPso with rank of Vice pdairal, Fitoh to relieve MoCain, Halsey

to be Task Force Qosmender, retaining his rank of Vice Admiral but to

be subordinats to Ghormley.

2, Command relations in the Alsutisns wore disousaed.
Incidents inoluded Thoobmld's report against Buokner and the reliofs of
both Buokmer and Butler. In this connecction, Admiral Xing road a
letter from Vice Admirsl Fresman who recently made a tour of inspection.
The {ist of the letter is that bad feoling exlats because of bombing
limitations pleocod on Army aviators, whioch has resulted in the lack of
effeotive Army air support. Vioce Admiral Freoumen recommends complets
support of Theobmld, Despatch, originated by CincPeo, @ent to Theobald
to the effeot that the J.C.5. directive 1s interpreted by him and CominCh
to give him the authority he desires with respoot to the Pribolofls,

3. Admiral Ninits disoussed the Aleutian sltuation in general
and some points of it in partioular, nemely “he oooupation of Kiska end
what sliould be done sbout it, also the Adek movo, rdolral Nimitz does
not feel that the ogcupation of the Pribolofs by the Japs would be
profltable, henoe doss not belleve they will underteke 1t,

4. hidmiral King rosd s lettor ogovering reasasignment of sube
merines in the Peoifle Flagt. This covered the transfer of SubDiv 53 te

-]l e
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SBECRET CONFERENCE WOTES 8ept. 7, 1942

CinoLant. Variocus Seoond Front operations disoussed. SubDiv 201 oan
go to ComSoPag.

Ge Admiral Nimitz statod that the dooking situation at
Pearl haa improved tremendously - speoial aredit due Salvage Party,

8. Peraonnel items,

(o) Monroe %o relisve Anderson (not deaided}.

(b) B8hould Anderson relisve Holmes?

(e) Who should relieve Mewton? Hewitt a possibility,

(d) Should Andersoa becoms Con Elovent

(s) Disoussion rogarding cesualties following 58 year
old phyaioal examination,

T Authority for ComSoPaa to make swards on the spot.

8. It was agroed that it would be desireble to change the
boundary lice betwesn ComSoPao and ComSoWPmo to glve Qhormley more free-
dom, but the decision wes made not to do it beocause of poasible compli-
oations arising from oertain protests from General Moirthur,

9. Admiral Xing disoussed the Commands in the SoffPas Foroe, -
Also explained the duties to Le performed by Vioe Admiral Willson.

10, Admiral King explained Admiral Loahy's dutles as Chief
of Staff to the President,

11, Admiral Wimits brought up the question of employment of
battleships of Task Foroe 1. Uave Admiral King & oopy of his despatch

to ComTask Force 1 on this subjeot,

-2~ 1028

{n
L]
Ia
im
=
|~



PYITEE

BECRET COMFERKNCE NOTES Sept. 7, 1942,
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12, Admiral Wimits announced that the development of Kidwey
field has progressed satisfeotorily. He also stated that B-17's are
BOw opsrating from Johnson Island, Be sure to tell Admiral Bloch,

13, Admiral King brought up the subject of Canton Island in
connsotion with the poasibility of e e . an
altarnate route - BoreBora - Tongatabu,

14, The details of the Makin reid wers related by Admiral
Nimits, The captured sword (with blood still on it) goes to the Naval

Aosdemy Museum, The osptured msghine gun to the Marine Corps Mussum,

In this connection Admiral Xing stated that a Third Reider Battelion

will be formed in the South Pasifio, the nuoleus to be men taken from
the first and second Ralder Psttalions. Admiral Wimits stated that he
had reconily given orders to round up the Marines in the l4th Distriot
who were not doing e man's work to form such a nuoleus., Admiral King
questioned thelr suitsbility to which Adairal ¥imits replied that they
could be used to replace those who wers suitable. Admiral King said
thare would de a fourth after a whils,

" 1B The Under Ssorstsary having made some comment about the
supply situstion, snd having intimated that it might be desirable to
have another agency im Washington, it wWas deolded that idmiral Qalhoun
should heve & representative in the Wavy Department to aot in the same

 capaoity there as Gaptein Easck doss for the Atlantis Pleet, Adalral
: Iing remarked that the lupyly'nlhutlon in general is s matter for the
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8BCRET CONFERENCE NOTES _ Sept. 7, 1942

Paysaster Gensral, who, although not formally designated as such, sots
in the capacity of Fleet Bupply Officer.

18, Complioations in the Jommand relations under Gensral
iui-‘m tt;gothcr with his compliance with the direotive he reocelved;
Items under the foregoing wers the failure of Gensral Brett to get
along, and speculstion as to what Xenny will be able to do in that ospu~
oity, In this oconneotion, the employment of New Zealand ships and troops
and & question of who was responsible for the looal defense of Now
Zealand was touched upon. Also, what information 1s due the New Zealand
Goverument and to what offieial should i1t be given,

17, Captain MoCormick resd s letter from CinoPac to Cominth
dated September 2nd on the subjest of prospective employment of oarriers.
Copy of the letter delivered to GominCh,

la, Revision of Teasks 2 and 3 Tulegl operations to be made,
Admiral Xing expleined how these taska were origlnally deoidod upon and
what the variocus considerations were, including the part played by the
JeCo8,

19, Distinotion dresm betwoen communiques and press releases,
Admirel Nimitz is to issue commmniques but if he feels a press relasse
is desirable it should be submitted to Admiral King,

20, General UpShur hasa sppointment at 10:46 followed by

Gensral DeWitt at 11,00,

jte
iw
{c
i}
L]
I~
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September ©,

sominal D50 eod
'eroeg In Lhe

~lves tie )
vwar,

wofer emiloymert ! lew
cealand

PR A

Cominechi ¢ 23 pinle sumr-arlizes the Arms alrplunes U

an'i nregently 4n route Ln the Farlflc Lrean Arens, relver-

e T

ateg thut all tteae planes are under ~entrel of alelpeal Si=mitez,
Strenac 01730 directa Gonme Lo mar o rencly teo turn o over
¥

demned aenhitbinong tracpg el 1 Atvigten of
Alg e aecArthar,

Lemineh Yelteves that lacarthur has a agaalren of aecds

witaln are Mot Lolnt used Tor comlat anl s oeat ihermlev et thaem,

investl.-ution glowa that the entrance to 'leuzhrr 9 anle
for the WASHINGTCH, The § fathem cnral hea! whish the 5777TH JAVETA
LIt Ling been bLuoayed, The S7TVER 3 ret necdminow te cloar oant e
entrance,

Cormgnrue 001147 anrprarizes the onerat'lons for tte e U
Lia arca,

The SaLATUQUA con now ro phend on 4 shalts enl lank on 2,

lecdguarters Marines 071000 g

planrin: a re-

incerment

crocrar for the Jdouth facific,

Tesy forceg 17 and 12 will Jotn uinder Admirsl lLoyes on
Septenmter 11th Juat emat of thes UEW HLEXIDIES,
patw

1
The PONPALC retuminre from off Jepan reports asirie'n.-
1 AK, 1 53, 1 PY, »

In the north a sulparine was reported nt 5ITHA and arntler
of I DIXCY, ienrral Dewitt stated +tnat YWis ~rgnacc 2entceprin - the
-arrisonins of the Pribllofa was nnt a dirrctive to Adntral

Theohall,

“he incldlent could an? ashenld have heen avetded, A
sitmarine on natrol sichted two Jeatrorera at ATTU,

The Jepancae continue to wlld i forces 1n the 3outh
Paciflec, '™ere nre inlleatlons <hat the 17th army left Tru
veaterdny for madalcanal, The APsg are escarted ty Lls onlz,
i thla be true that arry 2an <%tact M lalcanal as efarly as
_3t}lo

Lﬁ't/’
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SECRIT

September 9th,

Comsovac 091016 and 091018 nlus 100255 all pink sive the
new operating nlan for the Touth Pacific Forces, It will he put
in effect by Aespatch, nreasumahly on the eleventh,

There were no contacts in the “out® ‘’acific area vesteriay
and all forces are jusily enpaged in strencthenine ~najtions,

The landine field at 7ACTU" is inoperative today (Comairsopac
091215),

At least 1000 Japs are estimated to have landed on N¥
FOADALIAMAL (2.0, 1st Marine Diviaion 071935). Thus a»out 200C
have been landed on that island raecently, The second group is
in the vicinity of TAIVO,

voriinch 082030 says thet the 3rd Narine laider dattslion
will pe formed at 3AMOA,

The SNTIRPLICH will arrive at P<alL for repairs tomorrow,
The SARATOGA groun, which includes the 7 UTY UAFROTA, will fuel
at BLEASIER tomorrow end depart immediately thereafter for P.ii.lL.

That carrier believes she can make an an«ine speed of 15 knots
for the trip,

TPl continues training at PHARL., The force is constantly

ready to hreak up any attempted enemy landine in the AWAlJAN
area,

e
Yo [ §¥)

L
-

Comnowestseafron 100202 rives the nrorress of the VI
operation, The ALEUTIANT are otharwise niiet,

Seaptember 10th

‘e operatlions for the ey in the South Pa~'fic are siir-
marized in his 111320 {(pink}.

Because of the serlous situaticr which neow Tenfrerts Al-tral
ihormley and because he needs e 7th Marines now st FUALAL SANAL,
he plens to make the Ptl karines avallutle to ‘areral LACATLLwr
wier ordered to do so by CinCPac. 7That resirment will not te resdy
urtil Gctober lat (Comsopac 11031C {pink)).

AlCmiral Ghormley's 10115€ (pink) stresses ti.e neel fc: rore
VFs. And hils 101152 -lves the or-anization of t he Souti, Puc'flc

force as of September 11th, b»1

(continued on nert pa-e)
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septerter 10th (continued):

nd- tral Turner {1007202) sus<rats tiut Pasi:1- lest unl -
rarines now Le employel off tle emstern ULW UUTLEA ccaast. In
thls conneet'aon, the only submarine :.ow Lo dutely wvntliatle
san ool lerel to deneral Macartiur for carrol orf® SHCATIALL Islurat,
Jhe otfer was not accepten us CondVPuo b erplortns Yy we et
marineg vt e wegrward of the 0T CNCNG,

here was o nevt frem o the AlETITAUS,

Jhe RUTERPRISE croupn arrived ot Prarl, T SalaT(oa Crang
sionld Temupt FLEACTER today,

Tesk Yorce 1 departs tomerrow fer four days tratntrn.
cata,

Lhere la gorme evilente that the foreces ferp the et er at-
taclky on JTALATCAVAL are now monreeeldrn s thet rea, I! our 1n=
Torwatlen ls zorrect, ther zan bLe fx-ected thaarrive tere in
“reat strencth, There s no in teatlien ~f crosrective Jnn effnrt
In an »luar rxeent the Senth and Scuthwest R SR

bt

sebtember 11,

CinCPac 120315 (pink) states thut sencine the ‘th Marines
Lo relnforce ‘ieneral lacarthur 1s the best thut zar bre lone une
Jer the clrcumstances,

iUaDALCATAL 120520 (pink)., admlir:l Turner sgrees with
several VandeXerift that ITUACALZAVAL rust have at least cne more
reclment for defense,  Admiral Turner nroposes tn se'l the 7th
tarines to that place from ESPI=ITU SA"TO on the 14th, zoverins
the mave wiith all task forces, Llis 023CC (pink) *tves statua
of tie 7th ilarines and strezses neel "ar tre~ne to brine thre
Jontheast SCLOVCHS under flrm centrol,

Comvolac 121241 swmrmrizes the opnerattons for the lay. !
enery carrier <nl rne eneny crmlser was sl hted be enr ratp-l
nlane hurin-+ the pfterncon Iin lat Tal0S, lons 10G%«l B, T is
croun wasz osrotably seen further 3South later in the afternnon.
A f11°ht of 15 Z-173 were ordered to attac, 'ut have rot e
reported restlta., Durln- the nl -ht at least ~re criiser gnd
four deatroyers shelled the iLarines con JUALALUAUAL.,

T.e

Adriral Lhirmitz returned froam his conference w'ti al-iral
tin- in 3e» “ranclsco. It secems very difficult teo 'ntercat the
Arzy In the war in the Pacific. CZominch 111002 . ives the statuw
~T nne Army recinent of the 43rd Siviston., It cen te exnected

- A
to be ready to leauve the Vest Joast early next nernt:, -




SEC: KT

decterter 11th (Cont'rued)

The SVARLFISY renancts a'rilne o0, tona < oepen 9r L ey
dlens thelr ore route,

In hi'a 139180 (;1nk), SUNLa90TAT P rer orta cre cpegs ik g
ALAL At el cmerpatlon,  Ulhe AtooUaunt wogule wasr e sy e g
alorietd e Sratains 3 eenerp Sreek. The “leld s Ty b et T
antoavaraen L0 et ctde, A el Yo del s e o AT, LT owon
Luente Dtlot e wvngtraatt oo of tite ften, weell toce certhe,
I Nl T10100 e clven bty escart nlan for e wrrlsanln of e

JUILILC s,

sindrac has uw 'reved 4 plan for qulte cxvenslve lefenalve
minin at ALAK,

“he enemy contlnues to asserbtle Lis forces for w. attack on
ValnlUalAl, There are indicatlons that paretroops will te em-~
fooyed An an effort to capture the alrfleld, There ta 1 new

evilicence of a2lan ceg ir the Jap denloyrents, -t

Sentenber 12tY%,

Thern ~oqtinues Lo be aenpgtieralle e ermy surface ool qinr
acttutty 1n 1he Jentral anl liepthepn SCLCIMYS,  Jmrinc the afteras
nnen g ;ntrrl “lane a' hted o oo gtzen TIeNND of ereem onreiiqers
il leatrarers abant L0 mtlea naprt enat ar TalATTAL TTALZAL CATAL

vas 3telled n-atn last ntoht b at least rne s tser oanl twe
arairorora,  The attuntlien at tnat lace Y gt cwr te e p fAet 1t
Sirnertg 170038, L Paler wtraels s UTUULATOATAL te o4, te X Antert
' the near Muture,

The mlar te 1and <he 7th Yartnes on EVAQALIATA!, ARWD Bent,
1Cth, hias Yrer o raveld by Comineh and *rlPnc,  {lamePae 177047
(niniz) ~lves tle ~eneral rective;,

The flrst oCCRN 19 now enrete tie 3eut Fentfts gntl o rie
gecand sh.ould lenve the Test Coast entermter 17t

The ALLUTIALS were cenerally gulet,

o

further enemy activity In the ZILTCFHTa 11 notedt,

~adio Intellirence indicates ¢rst Cardiv 2 {3 at111 ‘- tiome
waters. The 5ICKAVU and LUVIKAKD are stll) unheard., 1t {s sti1l
uncertain as te vhether or not the #YI'JC was tedly iama-ed and
poasibly sunk on Aupust 24th. ZinC Combhined Fleet crrntinues t»
show ruch Intereat In the 3CT.CHOXS situetion.

L:(a’
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Sentember 132,

rlne the late rornin: our searsh nlanes dlsonvers !
two enery “nroeg in the Ares te the eastwar! a7 the SCLetels,
(ne ferce was comnnged of three B8, four ~r ‘serse, four s,
nne trarsport Lesadins southeast, Vier lagt geer the “opne was
onoa northerly covrse, 14 =17y attnorel anc ~ta'lr . Lits,
se seccnd “orce was losated abovt 1ot mtleg nort: of toe
Toun, and, tomtained | CV,Cruisave LY 1 YN

For the past two <davs tiie Japs hnve Yeer
wurines on GUalALCALAL from tre rear snd flank, ©he Hita~ya
vere repulsed, - enemy dead over 10 to enr 1, It 1a telleve:
thut the eremy wlll attemndt to surrocun-l the iarives an! trr ta
capture the wirfleld. An enemr lortir: vall waes e lael,

arttaryines the

wme to approuchlines Lostile farnes our trar.s;crty un.
tenders were withirawn to the anuth,

iear Admiral Turner's plen to land the ~th Marines
(T#-r2 140153 pink) may be deluyed bLecnude nf t1te eremy ahing
st -hted ‘lurine the dav,

vonscpne 12C5H44 araln comments on tle facy
Bre of 11ttle use to him, Zomalrscnac
“ron iawalt at this tiie, These will
ther ean Ye handled 1n the getl al-nt
nawalt,

thut P-400s
decires wr oot 12 P o17ha

‘e sent, hkventualiv, veer
10 more wmill le sent Tree

Twenty Cleet subs and two tenlers will e
4t present in the 3Southwest . Paclrtie,
Ye withdrawrn,

saintained
Thve 3-Yratls riew tiere 707

In the ALEUTIANS a sub waes reported af £ SEGUAL

Talan',
‘The CASCC has been refloated arnd wil? te towed Lroow

to UT2V AL T‘(n':\.

“he cnemy contlrues to nsserhle lurce “nrres of all
«inus lor attack In the South Paclfic, at least “ive Ve sns!
four bLis may now be 1n the FISN.IZK-SOLOVOYS3 eres,  The Japs
3eem to be concentrating almost everytnlng they have except
thelr battlellne in that area, A smell force 1a row te lans
In the TILPERTS, TARAWA may te the first lanitn. reint, it
Is probally the beat nlace 1n that 1s5land rroup,

103°¢
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}EJRHT
september lith.

TF 61 comnosed of the WA"P and 'ORNET eroups under
Rear Admirml Noyes was nroceeding to the westward, apeed 17,
to rendezvous with TF 64 end 65 (7th larines in AP and escort
under ear Admiral Turner), The carrier zrouns had been ordsred
to cover the landing of the 7th Mariner to reinforce our »owrition
on MATCLIAMAL, At W40 looal 15th the AT wap torpadosnm, Twelve
minutoes later the '"CRTH TANC1LIMA pracalved one torpedo hit, iHear
Admirnl “-ott 151755 nink and “T¥ 17 150979 nink descrihad the
notion and pive future movan, The torpedoine wan gartalinly done
by one or more suhmarines and the suhe are {nciecated an having
renorted results by radio,

Jomaopaes 141350 nink summarizes the operatione for
the 1l4th, 1!ueh of this has been recorded bhefora,

Z.%. Narines lat Div 14L,10L5 eives the detellm of fl.-nt-
ineg on the 13th and 14th, ‘s 15022¢ amnlifies the Cirst re-
port and ¢oes on to say thrt after severe fi-atins his nosi-
tion continues to »e natisfactory, If the dicaster to TF 61
does not chenre our »lans, the 7th Liarines will he landed tomorrow
in the vicinity of the L''VCA river. A Frounp of 7 enemy ulis
was headinrs toward GULLLVICAIAL in the afterncon and it seems
nrobaole that they will lan¢ relnforcements there tonirht. It
riust be recorded that our surface forces in the -outh Paslcic
have done nothinr the past 30 dAavs to nrevent or !nterrunt these
nircht landines and shellings of Yarine noaitions,

vincoae 142247, It f= »lanned to send one tender nnd
six fleet submarines to operate under lce Adnlral “hormley. The
messa~e also ranuests part of Feneral lasirthur's ares for “ube
marine opersat ions,

The VATHINGTON groun leaves 9L7..:!1ii today for the
active area,

TF 1 returned to Pearl from s trainine 2rulse aouth of
CAT,

There was a nosslhle sumarine «irsvting off the
FARATIANT,

Rear Admiral "iteh will relieve tear Admirml Y-~ inin
as Jomairsopac., Vice Admiral learv will relieve Vica .dmiral

Pve as OTF 1, YHe may also relleve ear Ada1lrsl ‘ndarson ms
“ombatrchins,

The GRCYMTE%N peturnine from patrel reports sinxing
70,000 tons and damagine 6000 tons,
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2tprember 14 (Continned)

mothe ALRVTIALS phote reconratssar ce oicws & 53,

o s
ooanont

STBEA a1 O3, 1 21 and Lla oavr ATTY, i 1A
tives Lis views ccnmernineg the strate to Tasgt oo o f LUt g
‘ Sle el Ter Arer o Areena 1nothe Uenty Jact o,
at o leant 17 ke eitneg e Loyttt e
5100005 vrea us alvatce soren an owpttas e Tt T
Lo orrriace farccs thonsht to the serth s ecastvar! of tie
STy

.1 25, While enery strencth in that Ceneral niesm carnnot e
stuted accuratelr, 't 13 noaalbhle t19t malan rtleyg toalyle s

many g o oWVa and O BlEs,  The NAATC raz Ye ' the 5 LOVOLD, k;Av’
Jeptember 15th,

Comsopac 161220 nink summarizas operations for the day,
The need for aveas at O'TADALCAMAL is mcuts and the TFLIAT.IX will
be sent there tomorrow to rupnly this need, Z“omsopac 160900 gives
his estimate that the next two days are favoranle for unloading
stores, etec,, in the SUADALCANAL - T'TAGCI mrea, BSecAuse of the
threatenine aituation Rear Adm?! er 4id not brine in the 7th

Marines for the nlanned reinforcement of our “outhern 0 .07 '3
nositions,

TF 17 and units of T® 18 were combined to rendezvous
September 17 {locel) and will operate to westward of the longitude
of ZFATT and within 200 miles of that base awaiting further develop-
ments, JSrulsers and DDs of TF 18 arrived at :CVIRITC SANTO where

they will lend hospital cases, then nroceed to MNC'TUEA,

General MNacArthur sees many difficulties in Pec7leet rubs
operating in his aree. If any pgo there he would desire operational
control., The plan to send one tender and 6 3 to Sonsopac is thus
held in abeyance for further study. The AN TAJACY has been moved

from patrol of KAVIENG to the north and east of the XUGAIMNVILLE
STRAIT aresa,

Uur submerine on patrol in lat 24-25 N, long 139-01 B
sighted an enemy CV escorted by 2 DD,

Comsubpac proposes and Cinopas annroves the conversion of
the ARGCNAUT to a troop cerryine suhmarine [ Comsubpac 150144).

The CU'TTLEFITH in the CHIMA TZA renorts sinking a 10,000
ton passenper freirhter mnd m 19,000 ton tenker,

In the ALZUTIANT the Army air made a very suscessful eair )
raid on ¥ISKA (CTF 8 151905)., Thus the new airfield at ADAY has
started to pay dividends,

It now apvears that Cardiv 2 (IIITA¥A and “AVATAKA in-

cluded) have left home vwaters for the Touth Parific, There are no (‘*
other Imvortent enemy moves, y
108
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SECRWY

_h;p.tt(_m::.. ]: .
Sermsopac 1711 Sind gvrmearieeys the lav o tie e
The IOLTH A LA nnt nertenaly e ey

Lolude s lele) el w1 mrrlve at (N GaTATY the 1oLk

e Lercorney rostrs nre coec el gte 111 amtn far

VU Larlres nre exsirotel te arrtve a0 00 Canal
o ool laprce numbers of enemr ve THe L, mentlc
suxt i larton, contime to te pecelved 1 o s

B o over Lhe ceoentral ool orarth ST

et ftn,

There Lg o mer et ety

A N 4T S R TR L AT AL ST S P S A
LTS it rause of L.‘.!s‘::r\.ns'.. rrnt e owlill b e e te e tur -
Tt w o lean il fteld Yrotie LIIIOL Talur iy,

SHYSTAL rromimded mt UTUMAY wier ar ety

TFL1 eoantlnues trutnins 1o 2l FATT areu 4l
ready te 65036 an enenmy landins Tnotle Ta'fal A hren,

n PBY on neirel Tror UIDTAY vun mtotg ot o A
PITSURTSNT twln enclne nlane 447 ~'lea e AN L L

Srodacnoe g dene to e lglep s lunr

«emincho troneged Lo oserveps 7T, oy gptes T L

Al . denlnnenmenta wenl i ocopme Tpes e Pan il I eee,
oonew covternic - oepes e, ey -

rav o to e ceptore | T vl Tl MRS A B
oo e there wegerg 10eeln oty R A A
SRS

. v . . :

EneTul Lricong way Dpecs Yo e g0, L et
urnenls g qt g annference el | R I S N S LT SOy SO B

Genernl umnons ‘ust returned from s virit {n the outh

and “outhwest Pagif éc. d a gm Mlk with Tenarsl Lwcirthur
the slct of which w h bom %t Cun e taken by the

Ja-nr any time thev are reddv, (2) he thinks our hositions in the
CLOLLTT As very precarious, and {2) ns soon as the Inps clenp )
us out of the ¢ l&.‘”they will attuek J4nlD, ‘J’rc’/

M)«,WW
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SECRET
September 17th,

Comsopac 181231 nink summarizes operations in his araes
for the day, The B-17 attacks and the 73D attacks were particularly
ineffective, The NORTH ZAROLINA is not hadly damsged, as noted )
before, OShe was examined at BLEACIN. and the Zantain renorts her
ready for further active service but with sneed reduced to 24 knotas,
The O0'HBRITN was examined at TEPIRITC "AYTO nand is hadly damared,
She will be escorted to MO'™TA,  The loss of the JA™P is briéfly
descriped in Zomsopac 181140 pink.

The ‘enemy radio at MIADALIAYAL penorted the arrival of Tv 64
and 65, Ahout midnicht surface Torces arrived sand ~ombarded the
marine nosition. Presumahlv our surface forces had denartead
shortly after dark, The unloadine of fuel, food, and other needed
material in this area is severely handicapned by cnems aectivity, At
present the only solution seems to keen our shins away durlne dark-
-ness and to get them underwav vhen day air attacks are resorted
coming in, And until a bhetter snlution ie Tound our situction will
continue unsatisfactory,

The "ADDDTH returning from natrol in the Saet Jhins en ce-
ports sinking 26,000 tons of frelr~hters,

The landing mat on TANY CLalldy TIIIVAY, is now ready for
emer-+ency use,

The Coentral and orth Pacific areasn a.n renerol osiel,

The SuPalllll left 0000 todoay with fi-htor :nd ilve aonber
reslacements lor onac, The i& ulso trons»orting nerconnel for
Patwing G, Vice Admiral Chormley will o iven autniority to
retain her there as a aarrier, otherwice to return her to a0 10,

Mo chanees in Tun denloyvment are noted., The Intoility to
"read the mail' leaves us in the dark, e ony Saesh, b osare never
sure, ) !

Dot
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17 viets aved hoo Yoo oorored Lo LI,
Teminet: 170000 oink ctves b enl Lloooartio oo ta e e g
esbinwte and wants to oy oehat e Paatre Flest 0 0T1 e e
nrevent o seaborne toooagion o Bl o There ooor R R
20,000 troopg in tle VT RO e e U areagn, 10,1 Re
the DITUR OBATT arenm., .
arart of the war our onrories e 4ty
; L o Y YT -~ -
annroxinetely 1,000,000 tang of Sun

aviilen Sea Propticor will ralre over thir yrofon

the Tavelinn search on orcater 249t Un o to onow 0L
25 heen run Lt btho Potrel WMineg unler Diannants coneral Jlvent oo

The ALLTTUTILNUG are gulat,

£

e loont lens of Jan carricra continuen
T '3 asmimed that bt oot foor are
i

%okt aregq

Chers s ovo Seod indicatlon of the o jeoztive of th o
move cxocnt that 16 will Le in the Sonthwestern Pacliic,
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SECRET
September 19

Comsopac 201240 pink summarizes the day in his area.
TF=17 will be reorganized in the near future, MNeanwhile 1t will
operate in the general area bounded by 13 and 20 degrees south,
165 and 177 east prepared to take offensive action against suit-
able enemy targets within reach. In his 201542 pink Cominch
questiona the employment of striking forces on & etrategically
static basia in submarine infested waters.

The question raised by General MacArthur regarding
the employment of the Pacific Fleet to repel Jap landings in
NEW GUI was answered by CinCPac 200145 pink.

Hinor enemy surface and plane movementas continue to
be observed by our search planes in the Central SOLOMONS and in
the general area to the east of the 30LOMONS, Major unite eew " r <
not observed within the limits of our search,

A Arydock at AUCKLAND capable of taking a damaged BB
is under consideration,

Vice Admiral Leary will relieve Vice Admiral Pye as
CTF-1 and also assume Combatships on September 20th.

CTF-0 summarizes his need for destroyers in connection
with the withdrawal of ODDs for conversion to APDs (his 190225),

The first phase of FIREPLACE will be regarded as oompleted to-
norrow., .

There is no new informetion of enemy deployments. The
carrier locations are very muoh in doubt, There 1s some possi-
bility that the enemy may make a raild similar to our MAKIR raid v
on our staging route to the South Pacific, L

September 20,

Only minor enemy activity is noted in Comsopac dally
summary (211221 pink).

CTF-8 210030 states that bad weather has prevented
further attacks on KISKA, His 201949 reports the landing of an
Army garrison at ST PAUL in the PRIBILOFS, and of an Army lamd-
ing at ATKA, His 202100 objects to reported reduction of Army
planes in the Alaskan Seotor and gives his eatimate of current
army plane requirements.

CinCPac 203147 pink suggests that our striking forces
anchor at NOUMEA except when employed on specifio attacks.

APAIANA and TARAWA in the GILBERTS report continued
enemy aotivity. This indicates that those atolls are not yet
completely occupled. CinCPac is now considering ocoupying
FUNAFUTI in the ELLICE Islands where the Japs are indiocated as
going around the first of Ootober, 104J

No change in enemy deployment was noted during the day. .
]
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JAET
september 21

The reorpanized task forces undar Vice Admirsl iicrale)
are ag shown in his 221002, Hear Admirul llurpsav ret:lns “on-
mand of T 17 in snite of the et that deur Agr.iral .wee in the
WASHITGTOT 18 aenior,

Uperations ip thae louth Prcific are ss shown in
Jomsonae 221756 nink,

Admiral lmitz expects to arrive In &7 Teptuuier
2% for a conference with Admirsl Shormlev, @ will w180 iooeot
various “outh Pacific aetivities,

Rear Admiral Turner 217777 teila of Tunfafese nethods
of rl~-htine ashore and llats soma of our rHorteomines unc mnppa
recorriendntions tn correct defiriencles,

The 2nd “tnider “mttallon 111 Inltinlls dlsemsnry ot

TPINITT CATTO,

JT0 e D071 eives the minine nlan for .00,

The “I7 DVUOTA end 00 VYL eroun arrived st
for renalrs, The "IOPTT 700 LIYMA Ir hye nt D00 L Tor pennlnsy
“entembher 10th.

ke oas

There is no new informntion on loecutlon of =«ior “an-
units, Zarrier denlo'ment i3 most uncertain, Thera econtisues
to be strone evidenne of A 1nreas sanla attuak Lo recustgyr. *he
outhern 0 C0V0MS

Cinopao 220035 is a proposal for the ocoupeation of FURAFUTI.
Saptember 22

There were no important oontacts or developments in the
South Pacific during the day,

General MacArthur seems to expeot one Marine regiment about
Ootober 1st, On September 8 Cinopac ordered a regiment made ready
for duty in the a0 but it 1is not yet ocertain that the Marines
will be sent. All available troops in the SoPac are urcently
needed by Admiral Chormley at present.

Admirel Nimits invited Genersl MacArthur to s oonference
in NOUMEA next week and Genersl MaoArthur invited Admiral Nimits
to extend his trip South to Brisbene. Neither of these cfficers

feel that they can be away from their commands long enough to
cross the Coral Sea,

The 3rd Marine Raider Battalion was formed at SAMOA on
September 20th, \v"/

(Comtanued on next page) 1047




SECRET
September 22 (Continued)

The first of 12 B-17s from OAHU to SoPac are now enroute
and 12 more are being prepared for early despatoh,

Comsopac 221226 pink gives his plan for the ococupation
of FUNAFUTI,

The AMAERTACK on patrol off ROUGAINVILLE STRAIT reports
sinking one 5000 ton freichter. While there she grounded apd
suffered damage to her sound gear,

The ALEUTIANS continued quiet.

There is continued doubdt regarding present deployment of
Jap major units, A large number of subs are in the th Pacirio
and a ﬁgod number of oruisers and destroyers are sighted in the
S80LOMONS - NEW BRITAIN area, All evidence continues to point to

A large attack in the near future to recapture the 3outhern
SOLCMONS,

Septenber 23

Comsopac 24,0206 pink orders the oscupation of FUNAFUTI
about October 2nd, Under Rear Admiral Turner, Rear Admirsl
Wright will command the expedition,

L 4

Comsopac 231326 gives the general plan for the employ-
ment of CUB3, ACORNS, end oonstruction battalions,

Comsopac 231251 states that the harbor of NOTMEA i very
congested and requests weight hendling and other equipment. As
operations progress in the present offensive it becomes more and
more apparent that fecilities and equipment needed to support
the operation were not made available initially. Cinopas 232249

generally conours with Rear Adairal Turners Trecommendat ions to
perfect our amphibious efforts,

There 1s some indication that GIZ0 apnd FAISI ars ained,
While the day was quiet in the GUADALCANAL - TULAGI area, all
our moves were promptly reported by Jap redio on GUADALCKNAL.

There were possible submarine sightings by Army planes

today - one off FANNING ISLAND and ome 240 miles SW of CANTON
ISLAND,

The ALEUTIANS continue quiet.

Indications continue of Jap plens to recapture the
southern SOLOMONS and eastern MNEW INEA., There is some evidence
that this operation may de delayed,




dendt

Cominoh 241630 pink conours that,s nrino Tegiment

experienced in emphibious warfare to Gemeral MagArthur will

depend on developments, The message also renuests plans for
the employment of the Army 43rd Division,

The South Pacific is generally quiet. This may be
the lull before the storm as all indications ocontinue torgoint
to major Jap operations there in the Yery near futurse. 17
is about to enter NOUMRA,while the WASHINGTON &roup is approach-
ing TONGATA®, The unloading at GUADALCANAL has greatly im-

proved in the past few days and oritiocal shortages in the ares
have been supplied,

The ALEUTIANS oontinue quiet,

There are no ohanges in Jap major deployments. Ap-
arentlg small garrisona are being left on the atolls in the
ILBERTS and allied coast watchers are Seing captured, y

K ol
September 23.

Arrangements ror the ooougqtion FURATUTI rdlnt
air ooverago are shown in Comsopac 26082675n 261156;"55. Comair-
sopac 25123g L.

Comsopao 251456 gives operations for the 24th in his
area, There were no major developments or oontacts, The per-

formance of the SBDs from CACTUS against approaching enemy DDa
was not good,

Admiral Nimitz and party were delayed at PALMYRA due
to engine trouble in his Plane.

Plans are going forward to establish an advanced bdase
at NOUMEA along the lines desoribed in Comsopas 260434.

CTF 8 251950 and 260645 indicate that the Japs bave
abandoned ATTU., Inoreased aotivity at KISKA aight possi bly
indicate an abandonment there also. It is hard to see where
the Japs have profited in their ALKUTIAN adventure,

Indications of preparation for a major Jngma of=
fensive in the South Pacifio ocontinue, Best guess is that they
plan to recapture tha Southern SOLOMONE, PORT MORESBY and attack
AUSTRALIA, They are thought to be making & major effort to as-
semble the means for this in the RABAUL area. This being the ocase,

no move on the OAHU.MIDWAY 1ine is o ted, Nor will they be
able to launch a major attack toward . \/‘/
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Cincpue File No. UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

Pac-16-Es FLAGSHIP OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIKF
A16(6)
Serial 02798
QA September 24, 1042
SR ne | P . 104
SECRET
Prom: Cormander in Chief, Unlted Steates Pacific Fleet.
To: Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.

Subjects Amphiblous Training of Army Troops for Operationa
in Kiska Ares.

l. Weather conditions in the Western Aleutians since
the occupation by the Japanese of Kiske and Atitu have been
such that neither aircraft bombing or surface ship bombardment
of Kiska nor submarine operations off that port have been able

to prevent the enemy from consolidating and atrengthening his
hold in that area,

2. There 1is no indication that weather conditions will
be such as to ensure the ejection of the Japanese from Kiska
as a result of aerlal bombing to be conducted from Adak.

Se The current stalemate has caused the neutralization
of the conslderable naval strength now assigned to Task Porce

EIGHT without a corresponding holding or reduction of Japanese
naval forces,

4. Information receilved from Commander Task Porce EIGHT
states that he has arranged with General DeWitt for Army
garrisons of 15,000 men for Adak and 5,000 men for Tanaga.

5, It 1s belleved that a satisfactory asclution for the
Aleutian situation can b® reached only through the ejection
of the Japanese from Kiska and Attu. Such ejection can be
effected only by a landing of amphidious troops.

6. It 1s therefore recommended that the Army at onoe
begin the amphibious training of a sultable contingent of
troops now in the Alaskan Area (inoluding Adak and Tanaga)

with a view to retaking Kiska and then Attu when suitable shipe
are available for this operation.

Copy tot C. W, NINIT2

Comtaskfor 8 1045
Comnorweaseafron




SECRET

September 26,

Operations for the 26th in the South Pacific are
summarized in ComSoPac 2€125¢. Alr offensive operations,
particularly against enemy shipping in the SHORTLANCS and
RABAUL areas, have been stepped up by both ComSoPac and Com-

SWPac. Our Task Forces there, except those in the FUNAFUTI
operation, are in port,

Vice Chief of Naval Operations suggests SUVA aas an
advance base depot for storage of Cut and Acorn material.
ComSoPac 2061259 requests that the decision on this e deferred,

The mall situation has, and contirues to be bad in
the South Pacific. Officers and men £0 for months without
mall. The Job has been sadly bungled,

Cominch 261302 suggests that troops to be moved to
forward positions be glven amphiblous training in the Central

and South Pacific, He suggests training centers at CANU,
WELLINGTON, SAMOA, and NOUMFA or FIJI.

ARD-2 will be towed at once from CAHU to NQUMEA.

CTF-8 262020 and 262330 describes another succesaful
air rald on KISKA, The ADAK fleld is paying good dividends,

General MacArthur wants the marines to clean out the
northeast coast of NEW GUINEQ.. He has about 15,000 troops in
that area now and seems to 5,000 merines to be necessary
in addition. As previously noted, the despatch of amphibious
troops to the Southwest Pacific from the South Pacific will

depend on developments. No present developmenta indicate that
such a plan 1s suitable, See his 270800 pink.

C 3. SAMOA urges prompt mction in furnishing 2500

marines to bring his garrison up to strength and ComSoPac
concurs,

There are no major changes in Jap deployments.
September 27,

The general situation in the South Pacific 1s improv-
ing. Admirsl McCain, who haa Just been relieved as Comairsopec,
told the morning conference that GQUADALCANAL can be held ir
sufficient fighter planes and pPllots can be brought in to main-
taln present levels. The Japs are afrald of our F4F and will
not attack them consistently, Unfortunately, the requisite
number of VF and tralned Pllots are not yet in sight. Admiral
Ghormley's 271436 summarizes the day except that during the day
25 enemy VB covered by @ fighters approached GUADALCANAL and
were intercepted by our fightera who shot down 23 VB and several
P with no loss to themselves, A magnifioent performanoe.
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SECKET

September 27 (Continued)

TF-17 18 in port st WHITE POPPY. The WASHINGTCN
group 1s at TONUATABU, The ENTERPHRISE &roup may be able to
leave Pearl for the soutk about October third,

TF-1 continues to conduct minor training exerclses
in the OAHU area,

TF-3 continues comparatively inactive as they are
hampered by lack of APs for training., In a recent letter Vice
Admiral Greenslade revorted that our landing boat personnel are
definitely inferior to the Army. This 13 another manifestat!on
of naval growing pains,

TF-8 was quiet,

While there are indications that the Japs will make
an all out effort in the Southern SCLOMONS and possibly NEW
GUINEA, there are also many signs which point to trrubles that
he 18 having., It seems reasonable to suppose that we have now
destroyed the cream of his naval air pllots. Also, our attri-
tion attacks on his ships and planes must te causing them ex~
treme difficulties. Our submarines are causing increasing
shipping shortages,

Admiral Nimitz and partyarrived during the after-
noon at NOUMEA.

September 28.

Operations on the 28th in the South Pacific are sum-
marized in Comsopac 281326, Admiral Nimitz apparently com-
Pleted his conference with Vice Adniral Ghormley and with
General MacArthur's Chief of Staff and with his Alr Force
General and went on to ESPIRITO SANTO, Among the things dis-
cussed was the employment of the Ath Marines which are ear-
marked for the NDENI garrison and the 43rd Army division for
the TULAGI-GUADALCANAL area (see Comsopac 290256 pink}.

A
N

The ALHENA completed unloading at GUADALCANAL,
The unloading follows the s ame pattern each day: the AX with
6 DD escort unloads during daylight an¢ departs each evening
via the LENGO channel, returning that way in the esrly morn-
ing. The Japs have observed and reported this procedure.

The COPAHEE 1a having some troubles in shaking down,

There are labor troubles at WELLINGTON. Waterfront

workers refuse to work overtime and unloading 1s being unduely
delayed,
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SECRET

September 28 {continued)

The TROUT reports hitting s large CV off THUK with
two torpedoes, This may be the ZUIKAKU. Another Jap carrier
reports belng attacked by a submarine, - As this latter is
thought to have occurred off NEW IRELANXD and as the TKOUT was

definitely off TRUK, it seems probable that two Jap carriers
are in trouble.

The Central and North Pacific areas are quiet,

There 1s nothing to confirm the suspliclon that the Japs plan
to evacuate KISKA,

;;raf

A r7o0d RDF cut places the CinC i3th Alr Fleet in
the vicinlty of the GREENWICH Islands, While some CVa seenm
to be leaving the South for the homeland there is no ma jor
change in Jap intentions noted.

S

September 29,

SoPac 291226 summarizes operations on the 29th in
his area. The ALHENA was torpedoed leaving GUADALCANAL but
not sunk. She will be towed to BUTTON., Our AKs are continu-
8lly exposed to this submarine menace, TF-17 continues in
port walting for sultable targets.

Minor activity continues in the GILBERTS. All islands
there can be considered visited by the Japs and small garrisons

have been placed on the principal atolls. Planes were reported
over the ELLICE Islands.

The Central Pacific 1s generally qulet. Good progress

is being made at PEARL in repailr of damaged CVs and the SOUTH
DAKOTA,

The Army bombed KISKA again on the 27th and 2Bth,
CTF-8 30030 summarizes known results, It seems confirmed
that the Japs have abandoned ATTU and AGOATU. Withdrawal of
some shipa of TF-0 from the area may be possible soon.

The Japs are suffering attrition losses of planes
and ships in the SOLOMONS, They continue to land troopas on
GUADALCANAL. And they continue to bring in planea and ships

to the general RAPAUL area., KAVIENG is becorming an important
airplane center,

-
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SECRET

September 50,

There were no important contacts in the South Pacific
during the day, Comsopac plana to employ TF-17 to strike the
shipping in the SHORTLANDS Area on October Sth (local), Hias
011302 pink,

Comamphibiouaforsopac 301022 and 301030 glves the
need of landing boats for his operations. At present there is

such a shortage that furthep ma jor operations can not be under-
taken.

Comsopac 010454 glves the dlapostion of Acorns 3 and
4, He outlines the needs of equlpment and repalr facllities to
support his operations.

The Ath Marines are now assembled at TUTUILA and are
beinr trained in amphibious warfare.

Admiral Nimitz Plans to arrive at KOUMEA tomorrow and
at SUVA the day after.

CTF-0 302335 smplifies the report of army bombing at
KISKA. As an enemy plane dropped 1 - 100# bomb &t ATKA yoster-

day 1t must be assumed that the FIREPLACE operations has heen
discovered,

The enemy has changed his comrmunication systems com-
Pletely. Thus, for some time now we can expect very little
information from radio intelligence,

Oc tober 1 .

Comsopac 301300 and 011716 give operations in his ares
for the past three days. There were no unugual happenings re-
corded. Other sources report that an enemy DD was hit by our
bombs and damaged north of the NEW GEORGIA group and an enemy
Crulser 1s aground on a reef in TONOLEI harbor. ULuring the past
weeks our alrcraft and submarines have inflicted quite satis-
factory damage on enemy ships in the South and Southwest Pacific,
During the day enemy fighters and bombers appeared over GUADAL -
CANAL, Our fighters interccpted but lost 6 VP to the enemy's
4 Zeros, Comairsopac 020060 Pink sugrests that B-17g from
GUADALCANAL bomb in the 30LOMONS when the HORNET ETroup attacks
the BUIN area and that MacArthur hit the HABAUL area. He also
notes that B-17s are not entirely suitable to give a CV fighter

coverage. Comsopac concurs if the alrfield at QUADALCAMAL can
take B-17a.

Admiral Chormley 010812 describes the use of NOUMEA
83 a carrier replacement harbor and gives needs,
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SECRET

October ) (continued)

KISKA was again attacked by Army alr ;entordny.
Kesults wore not impressive and are shown in CTP-8 012100.

Ueneral Marshall OO49%/30 directs amphibioua training
for army unita be commenced in the Hawailan area,

The ZUIKAKS is probably now in Japan., Traffic analysls
indicates that only three CVs are in the THUK-RABAUL area.
There are no indications as to when the enemy expects to lsunch
a major attack on the Southern 30LONMONS. Change in all his

call signs makes 1t impossible for R.I. to analyse current Jap
moves, L ¢

Oc ey 2,

Comsopac 021436 gives operation summary for his ares
on the 1lst. Nothing extraordinary hapnened.

: Comairsopac 030244 pink gives his nlan of cooperation
with TF 17 for the 5th,

CTF 62 022110 pink gives plans to attaok Jap positions
from seaward on the 5th,

Cominoh 022120 pink glives troops and planes agreed to
for the FIREPLACE operations by the Joint Chlefs of Staff, No
mention is made of the ATKA garrison,

CTF 8 022025 reports Army bombing of KISKA with minor
results, He alaso reporte that ADAK was bombed by an enemy glnno.

No damage resulted but the airfield project there was defin tely
dlacovered, )
No changes are noted in Jap deployment.
Admirel Nimitz arrivea at SUVA, ]
-
October 3.

ComSo Pac 031356 gives operations in that area for tha
l1st. The usual shipping was noted in the SHORTLANKDS AREA.
FUNAFUTI was occupled as deseribed in TF 62.6 - 040330, Tha
planned landing of marines to the westward of the QUADALCANAL
position was posponed at the request of CG lsat Marines. OREENWICH
was observed by plane. Only one mmall non-combatant ship wma
seen in the lagoon and no air field was discovered. Thus the
belief that this place is being used as & flest anchorsge or
8s a plane staging point 1s shown lncorrect.

CTF 8 ~ 032010 reports another Army bombing of KISKA on <
v

10590
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COMBAY INTELLIOEMOR
LBCEKT FOURTEANT NAVAL DISTRICY

a8 Sepresher 1“_30

1. The following estimte of lesation of Orange stireagth

in the Paoifie 15 sutmitsted. losations are of 27 Septembder
1942,

AlSUTLANS

S4x submarines. NACHI and CyruDiv 22 are in the nerterm
area but prova not in vieinivy of Aleutianms. About sae
DesDiv is epares botween Aloutians and Empire. AVSu has
provably beea abandenecd. Ne definite estimate of treep st
is possible, Bul tres) mevemeat of Kiska area is indicated.
Not more tham twanty planes of Lypes.

DPEIXE
IOTAXA and HAYATAKA remain in the Empire.
SOUANONT

CruDiv 6, Deshon ), pars of Deslen 4, 2 alaslayers, llth
Seaplane Teader Divisiea, a cstsidersbhle aumbder of nu‘non
and light eraft. There are twelve sulmarines ia the eoighth

fleet area. 3a3eb0 #6 laniing Fores is ia Sramsporte iam \he
Shortlande area.

AEY_QURNEA

CruDiv 18 and a fow destreyers. Alr streagth abeuwt 30
planes. Treep streagth 3,000-6,000,

B MRITALNL ANES

OTAXA arriving 12 Shis arvea

prodably o the south of Truk. One battleshiy isdfcased in
New Britain area and twe or posal

three
as far seuth as Truk, OwuDiv i s the Truk Mabau)l area
OCruDiv 8 is wmleeated b Jahnr etill seouthe
with CarDiv Oae. OruDiv

Estimate aiyr streagth 1)0-140 ylanes. Thres swimarines
in the area.

wle 105!




SEGHET
JITIMATE OF JVIURK OPXRATION:

No ehangs sinee last reyers,

1052




KIRI NHIMA
HIEX
HARUNA

MIZTLERUIT

CinG Combined ia Trek ares.
Pary of 3%afr im SENDAI ia
Belomsas,

Ne reseat iafermtion. Trek

Mo informmtiem,

Indicated in imbaul ares by
assesiations.

Ne Mlﬂ“ﬂ.
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RITAXA
RYWO

KASUGA MARU
OFAXA
HO3HO
YAJATA MARU
UNYOU

Truk area.

AS least as for semth a8 Trwk.
Earewte Truk to Mapire.

npire.

-‘f.o

Probadly sk,

May be sane ship as OPAKA.
Vieinity of Xavieag.

No iaformstion.

May be same ship as UNYOU,
Inroute Kure %¢ Truk via
Chiekhijima and Saipan.
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TAKAO
MAYA

HAGUROD
NYQXO

Truk arean oF south.
Tk - ndanl ares.
Predably arriviag hpire frea Trek.

Seme indication CruDiv § i Melma

Invelved Ouines .
Motk aea, e
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TIUOARY
OKINOSKIMA

KIS0

OHOKAZ
NACHI

TUAA
EATORY
KASHIX
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DeabDiv 6
DeaDiv 21
DeaDiy 24
DesDiv 27

DeaDiv 13
Dealiv 16
DesDiv 18
DeaDiv =

Deabiv 11
DesDiv 9
DeaDiv 20

DeaDiy 2
DeaDiy
DeaDiy

DeaDiv 9

DesDivy 22
DeaDiv 3§

DeaDiv
DeaDiv 29
DeaDiv Y

DesDiv 10
Deabivy 17

No late iafermatica. Nertherm area 9/13.
May bo cnreube Dupire Vo Truk.

Nerthera area.

New Britais area.

TUGURRE in Tuk ares. [HIRAT ia Palee,

SHIQURR ia Trak, ANIAKZ .

Radbanl area.

Ne iafemmatica,

Ne late infermstien.

One wait ia Madaw) ares.

2 waits with OardDiv 2. One ia Naipea
AFoh, ORO ROXVRSIR aFOR.

Cendosrea ) ia Selomsas.

No late infemmtien: Srebedly selemsss
oa. .

Shertlands

Ne late iafesmatien. Predadly Selemsas.

Osndesren 4 in Shertlunds ares.
Ne defialte informmtien.
Trek area.




Deabiv 1}
DeabDiv )
Desbiv 1)
DesaDiv 32
Desbly -
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-4,

9ubDiy 2
SubDiv &

Lo

SubDiv 8

LD

SubDiv 12

Fe4,

Sukbiv YO

L op )
b4,

Subliv 26
SubDiv 3)

e

SubDiv )
SubDiv 1li

- WE PN

Twe wWalts Truk. Oae Saigm.
Twe uaite Stk fleet, two umits
Truk, sae Jaluis.

Unlosased.

One unit Sth fleet, 2 wnite
wnplesed.
Twe waits Saipgm

Three wmits 82 flest aren.

v walite Truk.
Tve wmits Aleutians, one Mmpire.
Three wnits Aleutianes.

Thres wite Mmpire,
One PuiS Jaluit, Twe Mmpire.

Bres wnits sareute Saigem % Kmre.
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AIKOKU MARU
AKITSATHIMA
CHITONE
CHIYODA
FUJIKAWA MANU
OSHU MA KU

‘S HINO MARY
EAMIKANA MARU
KANMITOU W.RU
KAMOT

KANTO MARU
KATSUJO MARU
KIYOKAWA MARU
LYONSYS YARU
HaQlsoN MARU
NARUTO MARD
NIMNON MAKU
NISHUN MadU
NISCHIR vA D
NOTORO MARU
OKITSY MaBD
SANUKI KalU
GANYO MARD

29 SEIJU yAKU
SENDAL VAHRU
SHINGHO MARU
TORI MAHD

2 TONAN MARU

No late informatien. Balieved Fadbaml ares.
No late infematien. Delisved New Britais eares.
Shortlands. :

Rnpire.

Ne iafermatiea.
Empire,

¥o late information.
Sai ar.

Mo ormatiea.
Trek area,

Mo lll'ol-““-

No information.
Marshalls.

Fo late informasion. 0% fleet area 9/19.
No iaformation.

No late infermmtien, Truk-Palau 9/17.
Solomons

Rabmal.,

No informatien.

No late informatisa. Zelemsas 9/16.
No definitse inforuation.
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AR
ARRA DISTRS BUTION "7 JAPANBSR AIR PORCK
ALEVRIAN

While very litsle iaformatica is avelladle, 1% 1is J:a-
liuotouhlhumtr-thom.ofbr-‘o
aotivity that the Japanese

4o
in the Aleutians. The 5th Alr Grewp atill appears at Kiskm.
Attu Island, whieh with Kisim was rated a»

now appears 4o have bean abandoned. 7The land based VHB re-
ported over adak ia Auguast bhave

amt
eral g\:on of Jepanese air strength ia Shis area by plane
types 18:

g - w:n 97 four engine f boats.
= Fload vype r VT .
10=15 -~ Floas & ﬁ.

Total - 17-22 .

HMALAX ARBA

There 1s not suffieieat information available %o sstimate
the Japansse air streagth ia this area. The 40t Alr Orewp
appears in this area and peasibly alse t%he 33 Alr Orouwp asd
J5th Alr Grewp, whiech are eigher ia Malay eor the Luteh Rast
Indies., There is some slight intdicatien that these grewps
also move east. No other reation oa this area is available,

AL KA TNDIRS ARRA
Ne resent infermation exists on the 230d Alr Fiet whieh

has beea ia this ares thet frea assesiatiea it may

operase ia the Sclemsas. commander of Tuline Alr Orewp
was still at Kendari 9/24 with a detashment of the at
Truk 9/82. J»d Aly has net hoad fres o=
lieved enreute New Iyl about 9/12. The firet attesks oa

Darwia sianee Auguat YOOh (27VF améd YEB) voek septander
2%tk (2 ph:n) nnl‘s:r::uﬂﬁgm‘. m’h"
»

Japanese alr attaeks area aid tho m{:m
mtorplu:ntuluk%u.l:.n‘?‘g ® tu,\h
formar strength adous boem grea
redused. Reconnainsanse of

nur-bunum
2 VHB and of Dilli oca Septembdar 248k and 25%h revealed ) V7
apd & V7 reapectively.




information oa 4%h, and Yokohama oir of She
43%h ilr Divisien exsept Shat Yokohatia seems Vo

for flyimg bead ::tnm frem the Empire. The Jupanese
alr streagth in .

10 = f 2 % lae .
m.gp:ﬁ m::nln .c_
Z-IIIllllM"mh.hluo

27 ~ Missubishi vypes 96, 97 or 1 ViiB eperes
from Rabeul, ’ ’ 1%

Total A49-31,

Toland: 100es iuuu‘gm‘"m crouwps A\
. ) 4
:ghlnnuqmmln >




=T 1
qumuxmmmumnlmu

the Colomons predadly 208 exeeed:;

45 - lamd type #VX,

22: - gxon typs VY,

- 258008 m.

12 - kawanishi 97 four agine VP,

27 - nsmuu'xpu 96, 97, or 1 ViD (exclwsive
of the 27 VMD based et fabeul and weed to
bombd Port Moreshy).

Total - 132,

knrouse: Prodvably A3 o gvr.
$6 = Miteuddi yye 1 NiD,
& amatiering of other \ypes.

The 24%h Alr Fles aad its Orewps, 1%, 1Ath, and Chitess,
wors this week placed on the alers fer a U.3, ive in

this area. There is ne specifie reseus information ea these
air sommands, Wt lh{xm showk s8ill S0 be in She Marshalls,
19th Alr Oroup is s in the Marehalls and concersed with

the Gilberes trations. The tetal air stremgth ia Vis
aTea pProdably does net exeeed:

9-12 -~ Kawanishi 97 fowr as YP,

18=24 - Recounaissanes see s with seme
”..‘m .

36 - Missubishi Wy 9% ond 1 VMDD,

50 - ::;ﬁ:m.tm sseigned %0 ¢efenne of

Toval: 1)1=140,
inrowtat Prohuy AORS .

alde 1JF2
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ML IINLAL AR AR SRSETR

NOTE: Alr divisioas are now Semmad Alr Notillas. The 3les -
2681 Alr Divisions appear 1o this repert as the 1lst - Mtk Alr
Flots. The 1llth and 12%h Alir Divisieas, besawe they -
plans tender units, are ealled the llth and 12% eaple ive.

The number of planes showm in any greuwp is the largest

number of planes knowm to have operated in that grewp at any
time.

11th Alr fleet - Omdr. is very astive in the Holomsas, par-
tieularly in eonnection with Owadalsasal.
Cmdr. may have beek at Teaiaa 9/2).

1lth ::uplnq‘f'ulh -~ Important eomxand ia Jolomsms. K. .. apreers
%0 bs at Shortlands,

12th Seaplatendiv = Alsp ap esars to be in olomons.

21st Alr Tlot - M. .. mow at Kavieag. I1s reseiving planes frea
Philiprines and may already have eperated seme
plenes over New Ouinesa. Acscelated with beth
New Ouinea end ‘lolomens,

Kanoys Air Group 27Yr, YoV Omdr. at Kavieag

and group reseiviag
planse from Mailip-
pinse via Obalm.

Toko Alr Croup 12 VP. flying Cendr. ot ibhortliands
boats Is. Operating ia
Solomens.

2204 Alr Flot - No reeent iufomatisa.

Yibore ~ir Oroup 27V o resemt informstiea

on losation. isseeleted
with Misawa AlrF ow:t
%

and aay furalsh it
Planss.

Geasan Alir Orewp Y7VED % Truk for
dslivery 9/2).

235ré Alr Flot - Vrom asseaiation is to eperate 12 the Teleamsme.
Ird Alr Orowp ASVY, VO Ko recent informatien.

=~ 1364
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Takao Alr Crewp &IV

268k Alr 7iet - Marshalls.

lst Alr Grewp aTvnn
1ith Adr Orewp 12vp
woate; V3
Srensperss.
Chisoss Alr Orewp VI

Cemir. A% Kemdarl 9/23.
Detashaaat st Tewk 9/22,

%111 ia Mareshalls.
88411 ia Marshalls.

3%11]1 ia Marshalls.

250 Alr Flet - Centinues to be astively azseelated with New
Ouines axd bases and cammands thare,

hth ALr Orowp avue

Tainan Alir Orowp 43V, Vo

Yokohama Alr Orewp 13Vr
Yoahe
sype ¥

Traffie routed
%% Truk feor td l).

Unit M\IL“

for Y2 0

cat flowa frea Eapire.

268k ALr T1et - Remains very active ia Selemens snd in command of

alir eperasions shere,

6th Alr Growp YF and VB
Misawa Alr Orew) b a0
Kisaratsu Alr Orewp vl

Ind Alr Orewp A2 4

5%h Alr Orewp Seaplanes
17¢%h Alr Ovewp Seaplancs

Oendy. and dcbachmeat ina
New Britain or Selomems.
Other planes of the grewp
about t¢ leave Kismateu,
probally ea Zuike,

Seuth of Truk. -1 re00ive
reiaforesmente frem Mhore
Alr Oyoup,

Re reomat informtieon.
Assesiated with

Alr Crowp and Ohaka, and
iy alse bo reseiviang
planse frem Shat vessel.
asdll at Kisla.

Ne resent infommtion.
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19th Alr Orowp

218V Alr Orewp

33rd Alr Orowp

35%h Adr Growp

&0th Air Growp

108th ALr Grewp
252nd4 Alir Crewp

raoki Alr Grewp

Casedo Alr Orowp

Shinehushu Alr Grewp

Susuka Alr Grewp
Yokosuka Alr Crewpy

Seaplanes

Seaplanes?

Seaplanes (7)

1) Seaplanes

Marshalls - Astive ia
Gilberes iafilvratica.

Iasdicat sible

shify %o « Ho% slear
whether Shis wmit in

Empire, Malay, er DII.

Frobably ia Malay e
DEI. Fessible tat shifs
0 Jadaul ia seheduled.

shife to ialmul is

seheduled.

AS ladaul,

A for fizet AVime,
o 9/27 st Kisaratou Alr
stasion.

Ia Bapire swpply-

predadly
ing 1oeal air seover feor
southdount esnveys.

Detashment may have meved
ouvhh end apypoars ia
asseeistion with Mbdaul aad
chertlands.

s rewted txaffis
* Trak abd Talme for
ldlm-
Re reseat informmtéion.

May be adeard Chitese is
visiaity of shertiende.

13k¢




ﬁmlin JAPAMERE AIN FLANE LOLGES
(Bept. 19=-26%h inel.)

SOLOMONS - Destreyed - NMeat Y? - 7 {(also ) predable.
Reoseso. Splanes - &,
Damaged - lisceo. Meatplanes - ).
HE® GQUINEA = Destyeyed - lamd sype V7 - ),
TIMOX = Lestreyed - Land type VF - 2 (predbable).
ALEUTIANS « Destreyed - Float Type V7 - 7,

Total - Destroyed -~ Tleats Type Y7 - l? () ’rohuo)
' Land Sype V7 =~ 1 (2 predea
Reeso. Floatplanes - b.

Damaged - Reseo. Fieatplanmss - 3.
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| COMBA? INTELLIGENGE
SBORNT FOURTERMIN NAVAL DISTRIO?

ETINATE OF JARALESE JAND FOKCRS A OF SEFTMBER X7, AS3
ALA -

AU and Liska. bNadie Sraffie Mas indiccted %at seme-
Shing abaormal is 1a pregress ore, ad it s bemm

to B¢ that the enasmy Sorees are w e asFial visuml
resonnaieames of A% iu by Task Feree revealed ao sighs
of enemy ané all works d. T Ins esmhosted e

Maisuru No. ) Speeial landing Yaree, which was pars of She
ossupation foree, with 4 Radaul area., Presswre 13 the
Solamons and the isclated position of the A%ty - Kislm feress
ay aseount HHr this withdrawal.

SQUBKRTE -

Inlands coeupied i{‘:‘n No. 2 Coubined Landing Feree, the
Yokosulm MNo. ) oial Feree and Yokssulm Je. 6 fHpesial

L::cuu Poree, plus addisi mtisirerafy sroeps, gard waite,
[ ] .

Beru = Raided on 26%h and probably sseupied.

Maima -~ Oeswpied.

Tarewa = Ocoupled.

iadie traffie indicates a steady iaflux of reinfereamsate
for the Selemoas a¥ea. Infemmtion 1asufTieient % make ¢
oew estimate t¢ Feplace last woek's figare of su:‘.. N
Wt 1% is predabie that navre Sroops ave arrived .

The followiag wmita are at, or are seamseted with, Lsdeul:

A7sh Avmy Division (pars here, Jars ot Dua and pars ia
0‘4&1.‘!1).

Davas 1s% Landisg Fares (Ammy) is sendisng mphidieous Sreeps
$o Reabemul.

8th Base Feree 1is main idemtified Navel garrisem of Sadeul
ad adjdont ares.

hh““----.--.------”.m‘”.m
Poade~Tlenocae

Casmata-Fillaumes
Pamjaswle e cc ccancacaaca ).000 (edd sntimbe)
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OOMBAT INTELLIGINGR
ZI0RET POURTEENTS NAVAL DISTIOOT
Ry GUIXRR -

I_-Om-m-mu = Ossupled W 3Jasebe Ne. $
Speeial Lebding Feres, Y Fe. 3 3peeial Lamt Peree,
aad uaits of tShe 17%h Army Division (eawval ry ead

ht“w,-hmm----"‘"".m“‘.

lae-Markhan Yalley area = = « « - = = 2,000 to ),000.
Jalamous - BubEm iiver aresa - - - - = 2,000,
Mubo {cavalry patrols) = = = = = = = 900,

um.uq--------------_n-nmon.)
Gpeelal Landiag Peree.
BR¥_IREAND -

This area is usder the 8%h Base Foree.
h'm.---.----------- m.

Reminder of island and nearby islemde are suarded Wy
patrels and small detachments Vhorefrom.

20LOMONS -~
Reinforements are bound for this aren. The main walts
headed there are e Maisuru Ne. 4 fpeeial

lLanding Peres
(probdably deatined %0 go Shere) aad the Oasebe Ne. 6 landing
Yoree, whieh is in tremsports ia e Shertlands area.

Bowgalnville = = = = = c 2 v = = = = = 1,600,
Buln-Faisd - c cc e v e aaeaa 300,

Ol..!nm - ® = e > e " e e a8 e m.

Guadal eanal
h"‘ m, > > =& 5 & > e a2 s e 1.m.
Om n’m“’ - o = e os ocaeel) .m

Traffie has indicated osomsid eradle aotivi at Kaniabe Bay
(non ‘munooommuo“.m Wt 1S 10

mmm-mmm-du.&s)mmn
Cape Naperames). m-muu--um.’:umm-
foresmsnts aad supplies fer the Ceape kKaperwaee 9. At preosamt

Shis feree is ™ ies of Y
.umn:: :-'m:‘a.#."”‘ 1004 02 atr staples arv

g
¥

m'ruwmmupm:muuchwmn

Wwder She somand of Lisutonsat Kawaguehi ., 1069




aEcRET PORTRANTH BAVAL DIATNICY

SLOMES (Cmva) -

T™he Cape Ias @ Feres 1o mdée wp of Navy \resps, me
a

battalion (Aokba V) of Amy ané & plencer wait. liwmt@mast
Kawanete 1s in charge of the aavy thers,

Malaite - Small detechmeat total - - - - - - 100
Semta Isadel
afvu P.l“, - . ® & 5 ® o 8 e = - - - - 1”
'm ’.h‘, - & & & - * 5 » o - & o= m
(R“‘. W) - e s o e & e o e e o eaes m

mn'rmm-----------u.osouss.uo
A00ARIQN OF SPROIFIC UNITD

Raval Upeeial Landiag Terses (emeh about 1200 ma )
'2 c““.“ - o o = &

=== =« 0{10eres.
Kure No. ) Ces e coeee=sParts at Omdalosnal sad
lim".
kive Hoe § = = - Gundal onbal

Maisury No. 1. :
Maigsure Ne, 2 = «
Maiguru Ne, ) = =

= No Informiien.

- Ne isfermtion.

= ¥as at Kisks mow may be
bound for Radaul.

Mnnlo.b----------.lqbowaro‘m-
Gas0lO N8 1 « < == == = = = « No information.
328080 H0e 2 e - == e o w. - Ro informiien,
g““»ro’ ---'---"--*a““.o
lane (' - e oo eaeese e A -
m.hh.znonnnonoqnlx.-“wmhm
area.

mhk. J.------- --mm :h“‘o

. - e 5 o ® o s a= aArea.
;mm'.:.~ .--.-----nh- "m"am.
Yokoewm We. & .= eeeeee0ilbarte.

AN_INIZS
uﬂbhuul----------lou-hhlnunht-n
, mo-thum-d
ke
l'hlmﬁd-----------Mon-hm-h-
Mabho-RAaban)

mapmmur-u---awu-&bmmu
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SECRET
3 F PABI

October 1, 1942,

1.  Preliminary.

Much of the Estimate of Enemy Capsbilities for the
month of August continues to remain valid and ia not repeated.

2. Brief of Events during September, 1942,
SO0UTH PACIFIC.

The SARATOGA was torpedoed on August 30 and proceeded
to PEARL for repair, On September 5 the 3OUTH DAKOTA hit a
plnnacle rock at BLEACHER and salso came to PEARL for repair.
On the 16th the WASP was hit and sunk by Submarine torpedoes

and the NORTH CAROLINA received one torpedo hit and proceeded
to PEARL for repair.

In the Southern SOLOMONS our position has been
strengthened by landing ths 7th Marines on GUADALCAKAL. Plane
strength there 1s now nearly at a satisfactory level, The
maintenance of logistic supply to the TULAGI area continued
to be Aifficult. On September 29th the ALHENA was torpedoed
leaving GUADALCANAL. We have been unable to prevent the Japs
from bombarding our positions and from landing troops on either
flank of the Marine QUADALCANAL position. Jap borbing of the
posltion has been almost completely prevented.

The enemy mopped up the GILEERTS Islands and landed
small garrisons on the main islands.

On 3eptember 13th enemy major forces made their only
appearance iln reach of our search to the eaat and north of the
SOLOMONS. The enemy turned back before our land-based air

could ettack with satisfactory results and before our atriking
forces could reach them,

Large enemy reinforcements to the RABAUL ares cone
tinued throughout the month, Except in NEW GUINEA and the
landings on GUADALCANAL, they remain in the general RABAUL area.
Indicatlions continued that they were assembling forces for an
all out effort in the South Pacific.

During the month 1t has become almost certain that
RYUJO was sunk on August 24th. On September 28th one of our
submarines probably badly damaged one carrier., Planes have re-

ported hitting crulasers, destroyers, and suxiliaries but the
amount of damage done is uncertain,
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The enemy used the FAISI-BUIN area as an assembly
point for cruisers, destroyers, tranaports and other auxil-
larlea. This area was the Jump off point for troop carrying
destroyers bound for GUADALCANAL, Alrfields at KAVIENG, BUKa ,
and KIETA were being improved,

The Japs advanced over the OWEN STANLEY mountain
range in Eastern NEW GUINEA to within about 16 miles of the

PORT MORESBY airfields. At that point allied resistance
stiffened, and by the end of the month the enemy was retreat-
ing. At MILNE BAY the enemy lended in some force but were
unable to capture the airfield, and later withdrew.

CENTRAL PACIFIC,

The area was generally quiet during the month. 4Good
progress was made in atrengthening defenses at MIDNAY, Those
defenses will serve as a model for JOHNSTON, FALMYRA and CANTON.
OQur submarines have been very successaful in destroy-

ing enemy shipping but the numbers on patrol in enemy home
waters continues small,

NORTH PACIFIC,

The airfield on ADAK wes first used on the 11th, and
the first phase of the FIREPLACE operation was completed on
September 20th, The Army has placed & garrison on ST. PAUL
Island and plans to garrison TANAGA Island, Each time weather
hes permitted, KISKA has been successfully bombed and strafed

from the new field at ADAK., The Japs have evacuated ATTU and
AGOATU,

S, The Situation,

(a) Enemy, For the past six or seven weeks the Japs
have been assembling Planes, troops and ships in the general
RABAUL area, There are no indicationa whatever of a move in
any other direction.

While the Japs may wish to start sauch an effort in
the near future, there is evidence that they are having their
troubles. Our planea and submarines are taking increasings
toll of their forces, On GUADALCARAL our Marings invariably
have thrown back attackers with heavy enemy losses., ‘he Japs
may have lost the services of 3 CV, 1 BB, several ¢rulsers,
destroyers and auxiliaries during the month. Their aircraft

losses have been heavy in August and September. al1l this has
definitely slowed up their preparations.
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An estimate of Japanese strength in the Pacifio as
of September 28, 1942 is appended,

The enemy 18 oopying our ocommunication methods with
g00d sucoess, As a result, we oontinue to be unasle to read
his nail to any great extent.

{b) Own. We retain TP-1 at PEAUL for the purpose of
breaking up any enemy landing in the HAWAIIAN SEA FHONTIER,
A8 of Ootooer 1lst the ENTERP SE, SARATOGA, SUUTH DAMNOTA, and
NORTH CAROLINA are under repair at PLARL, With them are cruieer
and destroyer escorts, The RNTERPRISE group oan reach the
S0LOMONS area by about the middle of Ootober. In the South
Paoifio TF-17 waits in port for a suitable target,

While we think that our OAHU-MIDWAY line 18 wvulner-
able to raids, there seems little probability of a major land-
ing. The battleships at PEARL probably could prevent a land-
ing in the area, This situation will improve when more air

striking foroes, ﬁroperly trained and indootrinated, are
stationed in the Hawaiian Islands,

The situation in the ALEUTIANS is obscure, It has
always been hard to understand how Japan ocould profit much in
the oooupation of KISKA and ATTU, Complete evacuation thers
would be no surprise, Meanwhile TF-8 will continue to cover

Army seaborne movements while remaining reesdy to strike any
enemy within reach,

While the situation in the South Pacific has im-
proved considerably in the past month, it is far from satis-
factory. We ars strengthening our positions in the Southern
SOLOMONS but the logistio and personnel replaoement programs
remain to be put on a satisfactory basis, It is hoped that
the Army 43rd Division oan relieve the Marines in the TULAGI
area soon, but probably not during October. No additional
marines will arrive in the area until after the end of the
month, The harbors at NOUMFA and ESPIRITU SANTG are overcrowded
and unloading facilities are most primitive. Measures to im-
prove this condition will hardly be effective in Ootober. Un-
loading facilities in the TULAGI area are meagre, and to date
we have been unable to provide adequate proteotion for our AKs
during the unloeding period. There are no planes in sight to
take care of ocombat and operational losses in the area beyond
about October 30th, The airfield at GUADALCANAL with neoessary
facilities suoh as underground 848 storage, dispersal areas,
repair faoilities, eto., will not be ocomplete during Ootober.
It is, however, now in good use,

-
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Our submarine offensive against the Jap trade in
her own waters continues at & low ebb becsuse of the shortage
of Pacific Fleet Submarines, which 1s aggrevated by necessary
diversions of boets to ALASKA and the MANDATES, In October
we hope to commence laying mines in focal points of Jap trade.

4, Threats to Japan.

The UNITED STATES continues to be the only real
threat to Japan, The start of our offensive in the South
Pacifio evidently has caused serious repercussions, and prot-
ably cuased the enemy toc abandon plans in any other theatre
until that threat is removed. There 1s good reason to belleve
that our own offensive nipped in the bud the Jap plan to cut
our lines of communications to AUSTRALIA., As our greatest
threat to Japanese interests now 1s via the South Pacific, it
seema most unlikely that they will move toward INDIA or 3IBERIA

or toward any other place in the Pacific until their 3outh
Pacific flank is secured.

HAWAII is always & threat to Japsn in that it 1s an
advanced base for supplies and operations. They will always
desire to damapge our MIDWAY-OAHU-SAMOA line in order to decrease
our overall Pacirfioc capebilities,

It does not seem probable that Japan takes the
threat from the UNITED STATES via the ALEUTIANS very seriously.

Whether Japm knows it or not, they need have no fear
from AUSTRALIA at the moment, The Auatralians do not even
feel sure of being able to hold NEW GUINEA now., However, Japan
knows that eventually large forces can get underway from AU3-

TRALIA and threaten seriously all of their gains inside the
MALAY BARRIER,

GREAT BRITAIN, at present, is unable to threaten
Japan's Indian Ocean Front, That front only can become danger-

ous when GREAT BRITAIN is free of her commitments in EUROPE and
the Near East.

Today RUSSIA 1s entirely too occupled with GERMANY
to permit her to open the SIBERIAN front. bBut should the GERMAN
situation change radiocally in favor of the RU3I3IAN3, there would
be a chance of a threat by opening SIBERIAN air bases to the
Allles, It 1s significant that RU3SIA has opened a radio chan-
nel with us and has finally begun an exchange of information.

Because of the many uncertainties throughout the
world today it 1s hard to speculate very far into the future,
Suffice to say that for October Japan considers our activities
in the 30LOMONS her major threat while still remaining very
sensitive to possible moves for bombing the Empire. 1074
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5. Broad Courses of Action,

There 13 overwhelming evidence that the enemy's in-

tention 1s to try to cut us off from AUSTRALIA ani then capture
or neutralize that continent.

Other broad courses of action within enemy capabili-
ties remain the same as for September, and include:

(a) An attempt to capture MIDWAY, -

(b) An extension in the ALEUTIANS,

(¢c) An attack on Weatern AUSTRALIA

(d) Railds on our positlons from MIDWAY to NOUMEA ~
(e) An offensive toward INDIA,

(r) An attaok on RUSSIA.

6. Most Probable Enemy Intention,

The enemi'a most probable next moves are the recapture
0

of the Southern 30 MONS, and the extension of control in NEW
GUINEA,

It now seems that the effort in the 30LOMOKS and in
NEW GUINEA will be in the nature of a gradual infiltration
followed by a major assault, Whether the final effort in the

S0LOMONS will be concurrent with that in NEW GUINEA 1s not
known.,

Before any grand assault we can expect the following
to continue: '

(2) Submarine reconnaissance in the SOLOMONS AREA
and ailo our nes of communications to t th
iong c =il e tommunlicatlions to the South,
While the submarines may now have the primary duty of
reconnaissance, 1t has been shown that they can and will attack
important targets. During October the enemy 15 estimated to be

capable of maintaining no leas than twenty submarines in the

area for this purpese., It 1s indicated @ total of 32 subtmarines
ctould be made available for this duty.

(v)

Our recent successes in repelling bombing attacks on
GUADALCANAL has reduced the enemy capacity to continue this

form of attack, but has not eliminated the danger.
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As of October lst the following shore based air 1is
indicated as in or enroute to the NEW BRITAIN-30LOMONS ares
and could be made available for this duty:

108 - VHB
90 - VF

To these it 13 possible to add, from the MARSHALLS and GILRERTS,
about:-

54 - VHB

50 - VF

It 13 4ifficult to estimate the abllity of the enemy
to maintain such levels in the area as that abllity depends on
rate of losses and other clrcumstances, If losses are exessive
they would have great difficulty.

(¢) Ocea nal hell our shore positions in the
OMONS .,

This haa been possible in the past and will undoubt-
edly continue. The shelling usually takes place at night and

may be incidental to landing of amall numbera of infiltration
troops.

As many as 16 crulsers could be made availlable for
this duty but only 1f the usual striking force escort were to
be employed. The same situation applies to elghteen Desdivs
estimated in the TRUK-RABAUL area on October 1st. While no
such numbers are belleved possible, the main thing 13 that
there are ample crulsers and destroyers for this job. Sub-
marines may be employed llkewise also.

If we are able to cause sufficient loases to the
enemy crulsers and destroyers at thelr jump off polnts, and

enroute, 1t seems probable that operations of this type will
cease to be profitable,

(a) Attacks in the general area from ESPIRITU SANTO,
north, on our transports reighter d eacort
both 3: ]

y and nic§§i eaﬁecin:!i vﬁ!ie uniouﬁzgi;
or at anchor,

These attacks are always to be expected from sub-
marines. It 1s quite possible that the enemy will employ
crulasers, destroyers, and motor torpedo boats, 1f he thinks
circumstances warrant. 3Should he detect a large encugh target
within reach of a CV or BB striking force he may attempt a
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raid. However, it does not seem likely that he will risk any
major striking force within reach of our effective shore based
air, The most likely attempt would be to make a high apeed
attack with cruisers or destroyers baased on advance informution

During the all out attack we should expect carrier
raids on our advance positions such aa ESPIRITU SANTO and RO3SES
to break up our line of supply., The all out attack moat prob-

ably would include a determined effort to neutralize the
GUADALCANAL airfield,

As matters now stand, it does not seem necessary for
ORANGE to employ carriers to cover the landing of troops on
the east coast of NEW GUINEA. The Japs have the capaclity to
mike & large landing on eastern NEW GUINEA, and at the same
time make an assault on the Southern 30LOMONS. If they con-
tinue to land sizeable forces at night on GUADALCANAL they will
build up a force which can assist in en assault by cttacking
on all sides of our position there at the same time, If thias

were a night attack they would hardly employ cerriers to cover
the landing at GUADALCANAL,

When and if an all out attack occurs i1t seems most
probable that:-

(1) The landing will bte at night, the transports,
barges, etc,, escorted by cruisers and destroyers,

(2) CV striking forces covered by BB groups and
preceded by submarine scouts wilil attack our alr-

fields, shipping,and installations at BUTTON and
poasibly ROSES,

(3) SANTA CRUZ Islands will be occupled if we

ere not already there, - in which case the enemy
would be expected to attack that postition.

There are many varieties of such an operation and
it would only be a guess to set down details.

7. In spite of the fact that enemy intentions aAppear
clear it 1a desirable to 1ist other operations within the
capacity of the enemy during October.

: Our eatimate of enemy locations shows that it 1s
poaslible to concentrate sizeable forces almost any place in
the Pacific Ocean Areas during October. We know that the
great part of his Navy 1s serviceable and that logistic and
other considerations make 1t poasible for him to do much harm
in widely separated places. While the following are not con-
sidered probable they are digcussed briefly.
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SECHET

(a) A reaid on PEARL HARBOR,

At the momont fine targets are presented at PEARL,
Our defenses have Improved but there is no eassurance that a
well timed raid oould not get in, We might well suppose that
the cost to the enemy would not be soceptable. On the other
hund, 1f he could hit our ships in dry dock and our tank farms
he micht be willing to acoept anything our Arny air could give
him, We have not, on October lst, & force adequate to repel a
strong carrier raid, Nor willl we be able to meet 4 enemy CV
groups in the HAWAIIAN area on equal terms during the month.

But to make such a reid the Japs would have to glve
up or postpone any powerful attsck in the SCLOMONS. They could
do this; and because of the RI situation we would hardly find
out what was up until too late,

Although thls 1s again stated as not probable, the
mere possibllity indicates 8tiffening the search and alertness
conditliona,at least until the enemy further commits himself,

It must be remembered that major forces have not been located
for some time,

(b) A raid on MIDWAY or JOHNSTON.

Such an operation would be in the nature of s
diveralon, but unless made in strength which he can hardly

afford at this time, there would be 1ittle profit in the ad-
venture,

(c) At attempt to capture MIDWAY,

This has been a Jap objective and still must
figure in their plans. While he must know that we have im-

proved our defenses there, he may think that his moves in the

South Pacific have diverted sufficlent forces to permit success
on the second attempt.

(d) Light reilds on our staging points south of OAHU,

These are always within enemy capabilities. 1In
fact they are easlly possible as a diversion now,

8- 1378




SECRET

October 3rd Cont'd.

The central pacific wes quiet. The BBs of TP 1 are
at sea off OAHU for training and will return to PEA”] tomorrow.

No changea of enemy deployments were noted. \V't
Ootober 4Lth,

80 far as is known TF 17 4id not attack shioning in the
BUIN area today as planned, Bad weather may je the reason. The
COPAHEE will fly in reinforcements of VFs to GUADALCANAL during
the coming week, The enemy continues to land reinforosments at
GUADALCANAL during the night from destroyers, It 1s not known
here why our surface forces have been unsble to break this up.

In his 2 part 050211 General MacArthur explains his
need for a minimum of 30 fleet submerines in his area, These

cannot be supplied by Cincpac without severe reduction of patrols
ofr JAPAN,

The oocupation of the PRIBILOFS was completed, Midget
subs on & marine rallway were seen at KIJKA,

As the 0ld4 BRs of TF 1 urgently require modernization,
cincpac will recommend a program to start in the near future.
Among other things, the removal of the 5"/51 battery, oonning
tower, and bhoat crenes 1s to be accomnlished,

There are no changes noted in enemy denloyments, “

L
Qctober 5th,

Admiral Nimitz returned from his inspection trip in the

South Pacific. In general he feels that the situstion is favorsble.
. He desires continuel pressure on the Japs to prevent them from

thinking of adventures in other areas and to prevent them from
gerting set to re-capture the Southern SOLONMONS. There are quite
a few rough svots in the South Paciflc set up. The expeditious
handlying of supplles 1a the greatest need at the presant,
Communications are poor, - the Japs have not yet been prevented
from landing troops on OQUADALCANAL., This later fault may be
corrected by Admiral Scott when he arrives in the area (see
Comsopac 051202 pink for operations of CTP 64)

No word has been received regarding the planned attack
on the shipping in the BUIN-FAISI area by TP 17. The weather naYy
have prevented sir operations. Reporta of that area indicate that

alld:hips left the area yeaterday but returned in greater numbers
to-day.

Com Oen lat Marines 032201 glves a summary of his
activities on the 3prd, & 7 1073
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Qctober 5th (Cont't)

It seems probable that our occupation of FUNAFUTI has
been dlscovered by the enemy &8s one of his 4 engine patrol
planes was sighted from there,

CTF-8 052030 gives the results of an Army bombing of
KISKA on the 3rd, In the ALEUTIANS the CALDWELL was damaced in
a2 collislon with the SPICA and will have to be docked.

There 13 no new of Jap deployments,. s
October 6th,

At his regular morning conference, which was attended
by UGeneral Emmons and Vice Admirals Halsey, Leary and Calhoun,
Admiral Nimitz recounted his visit to the South Pacifiec in con-
siderable detall. The jist of the remarks was to the effect
that the general situation is not bad and the many Jdifficulties
are being overcome gradually. )

ACEE I e ¥ oy bases

Comsopac 070306 pink requests one army regiment for

use at GUADALCANAL. He also expresses his desire to increase

the army garrison at ESPIRITU SANTO to strength of one infantry
regiment,

Cominch 062000 questions the employmsnt of VF at
CHRISTMAS, TONGATABU and CANTON. Cincpac belleves thet plenty
of VFas should be in advanced areas,

Comsopac 051226 gives the summary for the 4th and
CTF-17 062114 glves results of the bombing of the BUIK area.

At that place results were modest, probably because of adverae
weather,

Task Force 17 has been ordered by Comaopac to operate
generally between NEW ZFALAND and AUSTRALIA. Thus that force
18 a running sub target and 1s too far south to be used offen-
sively. The Cinepac would be pleased to see that force st

anchor in E3PIRITU SANTO until needed for further offenalve
operations,

Task Force €4 has been ordered by Comsopac to operate
to the south and east of QUADALCANAL. As it haa the job of
breaking up the enemy landings st GUADALCANAL, 1t looks like
it 1a poorly placed. A better initial position would be gen=-
erally to the westward of GUADALCANSC.

The ALHENA arrived at ESPIRITU SANTO where an examin-
ation of her damage is being made, This again demonstrates
the need of salvage vessels in the active areas.

CTF=-8 reports ap unsuccessful lttaék on a freighter
north of K?SKE bypthree B-Zu. & 1380
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October 6th (Cont'd)

Continued lack of information regardinc eneamy moves
because of call sign changes makes it difficult to make good
predictions regarding the timing of enemy moves. However,
there 13 nothing to indicate that he has sbandoned the idea
of recapturing the Southern 30LOMONS as socon as possible,

| .

October 7,

The day was generally qulet, In the South Pacific
the usual movements of cruisers and destroyers were sighted by
our search planes in the Central and North SOLOMONS Area.
Admiral Chormley's 061410 summarizes the 5Sth and Gth of Ootobher,

The query concerning the uses of fightera in rear
positions which waa made by Cominch 1s partially answered by
Comsopac 081229 pink and Cincpac 080333 pink.

CTF-17 does not believe his ships were sighted on his
recent trip to bomb the BUIN ares,

: An examination of the ALHENA shows thet she wi}l re-
quire docking. J

TF-8 072025 gives the results of bombing KISKA on the
6th, Results were minor,

Call sign recoveries still do not permit traffic
analysis., Thls condition may improve during the next month.

As long as thls condition continues we will not expact much 4
from RI, L

108!
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October 8,

Comsopac 001326 gives the summary in his area for
the 7th. The daily arrival of troop carrying destroyers at
GUADALCANAL continues in spite of our air attackas. iring
the afternoon of the 7th one CA was reported hit by one
bomb and one torpedo. The repeated movement of enemy light
vessels into range of our shore based air despite recent
damage 1s an indication of the determination of the snemy
to land troops and supplles on GUADALCANAL, Large numbers
of crulsers, destroyers, and auxiliaries in the SHORTLANDS
area show that place as the advanced jump off point, TF-64
13 not yet in position to intercept these ajproaching ships.

Rear Admiral Turner will command an expedition to
land an Army regiment at QUADALCANAL and is scheduled to
arrive there the 13th. TF-8), 63 and 64 will cover the move.
On the 15th the VIREO, JAMESTOWN, a NTB division will arrive
and be stationed in the TULAGI area.

TF-1 continues at PEARL, conducting training off
OAHU and prepared to repel landings in the HAWAIIAN area.
TF-16 1s preparing to saill for the South Pacific on about
the 16th,

TF-8 18 quiet, It has been suggested to Cominch
that the LOUISVILLE of that force be sent to the Southwest
Pacific to replace the CHICAGO.

Traffic analysis of the enemy 1s still not possible,
However, sightings in the NEW BRITAIN - SOLOMONS Ares shows
the presence of a good number of crulsers, destroyers, trans-
ports, frelghters and miascellaneous smaller types. The major
units are not located by any means, but 4 BB and 3 CVs with

screening vessels are believed in the TRUK - HAPBAUL general
aresa,

Cotober 9

Comsopac 071246 gives a summary of operations. These
are now two days late, but intercepts here keep us well informed.
The pressure by air attacks on the enemy shinping in the central
SOLOMONS continues with gratifying results, However, the in-
abllity of our surface groups to intercept the enemy aporoach-
ing GUADALCANAL is disappointing, It is hoped that MTBs erriv-

ing in the area the 12th or 13th will be able to get in some
attacks,

T ' The CHICAGO will be revlaced by a TA from the Pacifie
leet .

The Commandant, Marine Corps, will send 20 officers

and 1000 recruits monthly to SAMOA to provide replscemsnts in
the South Pacifio, 1082




Cincpac File No. UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

FLAGBHIP OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEV

October 10, 1948

MEMORANDUM FOR H

3ub jeot: Suggested Changes in Air reagth -- Alaska.
1. The Army (ELEVENTH Alr Foroe) now have in

Alaska:

146 PYighters
850 Medium bombers {(includi

n b n.c.‘.r.
—y o

As oomponents of the ELEVENTH Alr Foree these airoraft ars not
within the jurisdiction of UimOFas. Aside from this faet, however,
the present strength can certainly not be called a zenerous pro-

vision to resist sudden attack or to maintain present seale of
effort against the enemy.

£2 attached froa

B. The area of Alaska is provided with a fairly adequate
airways system peraitting the ready transfer of all types of aiv.

oraft throughout the area., This has the effset of reducing the
over-all total required % maintein an adequate defense. 88

and until some important ehange oeours ia the strate-ie situstion 4.-.-)
it is recsomncnded that the present Army air strength be -lnui.n&.

3. The Navy now has in Alaska a total of

18 VeF-4 Pighters (ex-O0PANER)
30 FBY-0 and FEY-BA Patrol Planes (PatWing 4)

These latter somprise ¢ ns of whigh it fe she indicated
intention ef ComPatWi t0 return one squadron toc the West

Ocast during the bad wister weather period deginning adout
1 November.

4. Agein considering the e of the area,
i1t 1s oconsidered decidedly umise %o she patrol plame
strength avallable there. In the event of a ¢

the
westward the Defense Forees would undoudtedly letely

on Navy VP planes for search operations. Depeadense eould not
be properly plased on aireraft of this type, if availadle, deing
flown up from the West Uoast after the threat hed developed.

"1 1082
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FLAGBHIF OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIKF

3ub ject: Suggested Changes in Alr Strenrth -- Alssks.

5, On the other hand, the bdasing of ocarrier tyDe
firhters in the Alaskan Area 1s not justified exoept to meet
some imediate urgenoy. That aituation has long since ceased
to exlst and the Navy fizhters should acsoord! ngly be returned

to thelr normal employment in the carriar force at the sarliest
poasible date,

R. A. OFSTIR

. 1084




POSED I_OF NORTHERN FOR

OCatober 11. 1942, ?

1, The Northern Force, Taak Force EICHT, was formed
direotion of Cominoh to oppose an expedted eneny major attaock
spainst Dutoh larbor and pouibl.z Alaska, The oompoaition and
foroe nommander are as assigned { Ginepao who was governed

largely by the restriotion of mploying foroes whioch had nos
been sent to the Coral Sea,

2, Though the enemy ocooupied three Western Aleutians, no
major enemy threat developed., In faot he soon reduced his sur-
face foroes to a very weak nuoleus and hes never been abdle o
maintain airoraft of suitable types and numbders to oconstisuse
much of a threat, He has now abandoned ATTU and AGATN and is
beaten down regularly at KISKA by strong air attacks, He is

deeply involved in the South Pacifio and we have avery hops of
keeping him so,

3. Therefore there is little 1iklihood of a strong o
effort in the Northern area for some time to oome. Feasible
operations of the enemy appear to be:

(a) Air operations from XIKA employing seaplane types,
and, if he is able to ocomplete a landing field, lant planes,

(Tha feasibility of ocompleting = fleld suitable for heavy
bombers 18 very doubtful,)

(b} Submarine patrols off our bases an¢ on our line of
ocommunioations,

(o) Oruin?r reids for bombardment and ageinst our oom~
munications. (Destroyers might be used if fueled at KITXA.)

(4) Mining off our bases and/or to deny uncooupied
base sites,

(e) Cormando reids,

he Our air base at ADAK may be considered to be well
established and 1is held by a strong garrison (11000), A strong-
1y held outpost (4000) is being Rhl:ood up TANAGA and another
{about 2000) on the PRIBILOFS, Te may be a garrison and
fighter strip on ATEA, These and the Army airoraft ';xmpnr
ample to handle the minor activities the ehemy may .
with the exoeption of submarine and surfece raider attacks om
comamunications. We should also keep some pressure wish our
submarines on the @nemy's cormuniocations. Now that thers ia

ele 1J8¢




SECRET
;1 ¢TIOR OF WO 4

only one terainal for enemy shipping the number of subtmarines
which ocan be profitably employed in this way has been decreased.
Also any defensive deployment of sutmarines would have little
cheanoe of encountering targets,

5. A faotor not yet mentionsd ia the weather, This will
have a tendency to deorease all operations, and will shortly
prevent operation of seaplanes,

6. This all leads to the oonviction that the Northern
Foroe should be reduoced and perhape abolished as such, Ensmy

submarine action is regarded am ocertain, Therefore A/S esocorts
must be provided,

(a) It is oconsidered that Rear Admiral Theobald's

estimate on the numdber required must be obtained and givean full
oonsiderntion,

(b} The threat of surface reiders is so mmall that
there is doubt whather any cruisers should be left in the area,
If, say two, were bassd at PRARL they could act as effectively
against raiders as they oould from KODIAX, 8" eruisers would be

referred, We need the 6" for our night work against Japanese
ight forces in the GUADALCANAL area.

(o) Navy airoraft should be reduced, 935 is studying

this, Compatwing FOUR has reoently made proposals for a rote-
tion of squadrons,

(4} m:ro will make recommendations as %0 sutmarines.
The S=boats offer te a problen, Thers are nine of them being
rotated between JAN DIRGO and DUTCH HARBOR, They have been
inerfeotive tut they may have besen "pep up" aome and have
been able to demonstrate it because of laok of targets. In any
ocase, if we remove all lerge submarines we would de decress
our sulmarine strength there much more than mere numbers
show, There is only one good sutmarine "beat” and that is the
vioinity of KISKA, The S=boass ocught $0 bs able %0 handle i%,
but perhaps we should keep one certainly effeoctive unit on ste-
tion in ALEUTIANS, Wish such a reduction it must be deter-
mined whether Captain Oololough will continue %o be needed.

(o) Should the Northern Foroe be abolished and Rear
Admiral Theobald be withdrewn? I believe the regular sea froa-
tier conmand set-up can handle the reduced forces, If "flset
o!poud invasion™ status i{s ocontinued it should be made oon-
sistent with other sea frontiers - Navy coatrol Ammy bamders and
soouts; Army oontrol the fighters.

.2-
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Ootober 9 (Continued)

Ten EC2 type ships will be sent to the South Pacifioc
at the rate of three per month, starting Uctober.

KISKA was bombed again on the Bth as shown in ZTF 8
100150,

No changes in enemy plans or intentions are noted to-

dey. Jap interest continues to center in the NTY S:ITAIN - Ay
JOLOMONS mree, L

October 10,

Shortly before midnight TF-G4.2 intercepted an enemy
force thought to contain 2 cruisers and € destroyers west of 3AVO
Island., Resgults are not in yet. During the day the Japs made
strong but harmless bomblng attacks on GUADALCANAL, Thelr plane
losses were roughly the ratioc 4 to 1 of ours., Cur Marines now
have thelr battle position on the west of the MATANIKAU river.

The operations for the 3th and 9th are summarized by
ComSoPac in his 091316. His 111314 states that the situation will ngt
permit him to mive a fixed policy in the asasignment of troops.
lle alao has a shortage of communication personnel in his area and
requests CinCPac to supply deficiencies,

Acorn One hums been amntlined to HDENT and Acorn Two to
ESPIRITU SANTO,

The AMBERJACK sank the No. 3 TOHAU MARU (whale factory
ship) in KAVIENG Harbor. As a result of DI the AMBERJACK was
also ordered to intercept an AK entoute PONAPE., The AK was sunk.

The ZUIKAKU, escorted by one cruiser and one destroyer,

was sirhted by one of our submarines to the northwest of TRUK
and heading toward that place.

In the SW Pacific the Japs are trying to evacuate re-
maining troops at MILNE in submarines. Also, there is reported
a8 serious lack of torpedoes in that area and the submarines are
now belng aent on mining missions.

C.0, SAMOA has inspected FUNAFUTI and finds that the
defenses are coming along fine and that preparations are going
ahead to conastruct & landing strip,

The North Pacific was quiet., Admiral Theobald conm-
plaina that air bombs eupplied to him are poor. He reports that
three hits on ships at KISKA last month werse dude,

3
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October 10 (Continued).

The Japa continue to suffer losses and damage from
our air attacks in the NEW BRITAIN - SOLONONS Area, but in spite
of that indications contlnue of preparations for an assault on
GUADALCANAL 1in the near future. The slcghting of the ZUIXAKU
confirms the bellef that she made a trip home. e’

-
October 11,

The results of the engagement between Task Force 4,2
off SAVQ Island yesterday are not known completely today. It
appears that the DUNCAN was sunk, the BOISE severely damaged,
the other °r“155§f=ﬁiﬁﬁﬂﬁly damaged. The enemy may have lost
four DL and one a d., During the following daylight
perlod our air frofm GUADALCANAL may have sunk one cruiser, and

damaged two destroyers, TF-64.2 is retiring to E3PIRITU SAKTO.

Comsopac 101946 summarlzes the activities of his area

for the 9th and 10th., There were no important developments
reported,

Comsopac 111006 and Cincpac 120320 comment on amphib-
lous training in the South Pacific.

As the situatlon has now changed materially in the
Pacific Ocean Areas, and especlally in the North Pacific, con-
slderatlon 1s beilng given to a reduction of TF-2, Attached 1»
the whole story. CTF-8 111930 amplifies the report of the
bombing of KISKA on the 9th, Army bombing was very poor in
spite of favorable circumstances. The HALIBUT ran.into what
he reports as a decoy (a maru type, guns, 2000 tons) 50 miles

Qﬂrbh-'r-ﬁﬁak Island. His torpedo attack was not succesaful,
av TY

The CALIFGRNIA left PEARL for PBREMERTON ¥euterdly.
The WEST VIHGINIA will follow in about & month. The NYPS

thinks they can put these ships in service after 58 months
overhaul,

There are some indications that the Japs have under-
estimated our strength in the SOLOMONS, and are now fathering
considerably more army strength from the PHILIPPINES and the
NEI. In this case they would not attempt an all out attack
for some time, Meanwhile our attrition successes are bound
to effect seriously &ny plans they may have, In any event we
feel quite sure that Japan 1a so deeply committed in the “outh

Pacific that they cannot undertake any major adventures in any
other area, Y V4

-
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October 12,

Fragmentary renorts do not permit mccurate assasament
of the damege inflicted on the enemy intercepted by Resr Admirsl
“cott's Force in the 2nd battle of SAYD ITLAMDL, The estimats to-
dey is one oruiser sunk, one oruiser damaged, four destrovers
sunk or dammged, small transport probably sunk, Our deamage was
DUNCAN sunk; 301°% badly demazed; MZLENA, ~ALT LAKE c1TV. and
FAREMIOLT slightly damaged,

Rear Admiral Turner “rousht one Army reglment to GUADAL-
CANAL in the early mornine and was anle to unload the transnorta
and depart in the evening, He was interrupted by two air raids,
and shelline from enemy shore no=itions on his 8hips and our shere
poslitions, No damage was done to ships but the GUADALCANAL air-
fleld was damaped by bombs to the extent that heavy hombers could

use it only in emergency. Toward midnizht enemy ships commenced
& bombardment of the Marine position,

Comsopac 121316 gives the summary for his area.

TF 17 wes evidently sirhted West of AYMNEL ISLAND and
raported by the enemy., The WASHINGTUN group lorthweat of AN
CRISTOBAL was sighted and reported also.

Cominch has not yet reolied to Cincpac request ror clar-
ification of his status resulting from General Marshall's order
to C.G, Hawail to stop the move of the second group of H-.17s from
HANAII to the South Pmoifio, A follow up waa sent,

KISKA was bombed on both the 10th and 1lth as reported in
CTF 8 122010. The new Army garrisons in the ALTITIANS and PRIARILOFS
are shown in CTF 8 122234, We now find that the Army nlans an
airfield on St, PAUL ISLAND, Cincpac 130139 orvstalizes viewsa
here on a reduction of TF 8,

A larze conoentration of enany ships i3 reported in the
MIIN-FAISI area, There oontinuea to be no doust in the mind of
Cinopac that the enemy is proceedingz along the lines showm in
the Estimate of Enemy Capabilities dated October 1, 1942. [

October 13,

On the 11th (local date) a marine battalion from TULAGI
landed to the eastward of our maln poaltion on GUADALCANAL and
successfully sttacked small onemg outposts. Also on that day
our CACTUS planes (1) bombed 3 DD badly damaging one, (2) sttacked
a CA getting one torpedo hit, (3) agaln attacked the same CA and

2 scgﬁening DDs causing the CA to be abandoned and badly damaging
one .
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October 15th (Continued)

On the 12th local B-173 bombed BURA causing minor damarce.
Agein on the 13th (local) B-17s bombed the BUKA alrfileld and
attacked shipping in the BUIN harbor. Of the 3¢ vessels reosorted
in that vicinlty one AK was damared, All of theses vessels were

seen 3tlill there the next morninc by a coastwa!cher and included
2 CA, 3 CL, 10 DD, 1 AV,

The heavy sunfire on GUALDALCANAL noted Yeasterday continued
for 70 minutes during the night 13-14th local causing very heavy
damage to planes on the field. Durine the middle of the day there
were two bombing attacks on the airfield causing adiitional darmage,
but the field was in service for all but the biggest planes,

T& €2.4.4 was enroute QUADALCANAL with supplies including
avgas, Due to approaching enemy the AKs were turned back ané the
VIREO towing PAB barges loaded with avgas ani escorted by the
MEKEDITH was ordered to continue to GUADALCANAL. The McFAHLANL
was also ordered to bring in a deck load of aves,

During the morring search planes discovered three enemg
forces, One conslsting of & AP, 1 CL, 7 UD and covered by 1 RB,
S CL, 4 DD wan tracked along the east comat of SANTA TSANEL CALARY
and headins for OQUADALCANAL, 31x Bel”s sttucked th's furcee tn
the late nfternoon, Thessesond force about 400 miles N.E. of
GUADALCANAL, and on so coursea conslsted of carriera es-
corted by BBs, CAa, and DDs, That force was not sichted again
durlne the day. A third force consistine of crulsers and Cla
apparently scouting in advance of the carrier Froup was sighted
during the morning about 225 miles northeast of GUALCALCANAL,

As a result of these sightings Comsopac ordered: TF-€4
(SAN FRANCISCO, CHESTER, HELENA, LANSDOWNE, LARDNER, McCALIA,
BUCHARAN, AARON WARD, LAFFEY) to proceed toward GUADALCAMAL
{got underway daybreack 15th local); TF-17 to proceed toward
GUADALCANAL as soon aa fuel permits; TF-17.2 procesd ESPIHITV
SANTOS for fuel and report readiness to depart.

The above indicates that the enemy has commenced hils
major offensive. Because our surface forces need fuel, our
lack of asdequate avgas at QUADALCANAL (to be flown in), and
recent heavy loss of planes, our position 1s not favorable to
prevent & majJor enemy landing. Planes left are 3BD, 4 P-400,
2 P-39; 10 SBDs were flown in during the afterndon ¢ ¢

M
The positionsof our forces in the srea hawebean dlscovered
by the enemy.

The TROUT reports that she got two hita on the OTAKA on
September 28th in the TRUK area.

The ACHILLES and LEANDER are to go to ENGLAKD for 44
months refit,
1390
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Qctober 13th (Contlnued)

Comineh 13200 indicates that there will soon be an

agreement on the use of Army eirplanes in the Pacific Ocean
arens, I T 'S Pl e e A Lo v o

TF-1C 1s at sea off OAKU trainine and will probably de-
rart for the South Pacific on the 16th, TF-1 continues train-
nt and readineas for PHAIRL,

STF-0 140230 pilnk recommends withdrawal af TF<f from the .
Horth Facific about liovember lst and turning over the job to W
Cormnorwestseafront.

October 14th

After midnicsht an enemv force commenced shelling our
position on GUADALCAVAL heevilv, Damage done was not renorted,
During nieht the six enemy transvorts atarte. landing to the
westward of our nosition, The landing waas covered by & B RrouD
west of BAVO end soreened by cruisers and destrovers, During
the morning search the CV striking force seen vyesterdav was
located Northeasst of 3AN CRISTCRAL 171AND,

[ WIRE DR SO Sy

During the morning a group of 3-178 attacked the trans-
ports and ships at CUADALCAMAL setting three on fire aso badly
that they were benched, and hitting a B3,

As the da% ended sll enemy forces in the GUADALCANAL area
h

were retiring, 8 CY group moves are not clear and may be
moving on ESPIRITU SANTO,

TF 17 was probably fueling during the day and may be in
8 position to strike tomorrow, TF 17.2 fueled at =SPIRITU SANTO
and departed at 8 p.m, (local} to rendezvous with TF 64, where
the forces will merge as TF 64 under Rear Adniral Lee, Comaopac
150212, This force cannot get to the GUADALCAMAL area before
day after tomorrow, BRecause of a possible enemy raid, all ship-
ping at ESPIRITU SANTO got underway toward the “guth,

The zasoline situstion at GUADALCAMAL continues critiosl,

The VIRYO towing a PAP barge, and screened by the LEREDITH, oan
arrive there tomorrow morning.

Motor torpedo hoats attacked the NDs protseting the enemy
APs at CUADALCANAL, Resuits—were—met—oveerved, [i.. AL s e
Cratia @ L aanna

A submarine shelled RTPIRITU SANTO last nieht,

Gur AKs which were turned baok from the T'LAC! aree yos-
terday were hombed hHt not damaged,
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SECRET
Ogtober lith (Continued)

Comsopac 1502.,6 faels that ha naeds mnother Army division
rfor present operations, < incpaso aonaurs,

Our cruiser action in the GILo:N~ (POTTLANG and AN TTTAN)
caused the Japa some ineasy moments, Resulta have not heen re-
norted,

fi1rheat auarters would he nleased to have "IVA rhelled
by our old BRs, (Zominoh 141325), oTT e 151025, in anawer to a
auery on the operation fronm fincpac, states that it is feasihle,

The Japanese maev ba expectad to reorganize their forces
durinr the next few davs. Thare is no indication that they have
abandoned their efforts to recanture the Southern " MCNT) or i
that thev are vnlanning anvthing in other areas, -

October th

N L]

The days reports indicgte that the enemy now has two ma j

forces in the Jouth Pacific, in the central and northern u. ki
forces are: W

Off NE 7CUGAIWVILLE ISLAND:
1 BB, 2 CA, 2 DD, 1 AV,

At RTKA:
2 CA, 2 CL, 8 DD, 3 AV, 10 auxiliaries

At JUIN - FAISI:
3 BB, 2CV, 3¢CA, 5231, 10 DD, 14 auxiliaries

Along the 165th meridian (east) ms far south as 11-00 3:
2 BB, 1 CV, 17 cruisers and destroyers.

In view of the mbhove enemy denloyment TF 4L was ordered
to operate generally South of lat 11-45 8, Comsonac 160817, ile
is also sendine two NDs to bombard enemy at “TALALTANAL (his
160722), Comsonac has msked that the vessels in the J'IN-FAISI
area be attacked by SWPac air, which Generel MacArthur oromises to
do, Comsopac 160032 orders TF 17 to operate to easatward of 2 PIITU
SANTQ, Comsopac 160LLO considers his present forces inadequate
for hls tasks,

There is some indication that the L™MGA ares may have
been mined by the enemy on the 12th (looal).

The HOVEY reports capturing 4 officers and 70 men, survivors

of the 2nd Battle of SAVO, Preliminarvy statements of these prisoners
are not cre ble,
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SECHET

Octoter 15th (Continued)

Comairsopac 150921 sives the critd6al situation at JUADALCANAL.
Gomgen lst MarDiv 160005 describes action on yesterday; and his
160035 tells of enemy land concentrations, Also his 160025 tells

of needs to relieve hLi's present situati~n, He requests 1 bat-ery

of 155 rmm guns be sent to Lim as soon as possible,

Alr strenpth at SUADALCANAL was increased todey bty 7 38D and
four R4D1. The shortaze of planes and gasoline thsre now wil?
almost preclude offensive actlon.

It now appears that we are unable to ¢-n*rol the ara area
in the JUADALCANAL area, Thus our supply of the poaltions will
onlv be done at great expense to ua. The situatlion is not hope-
less, but 1t 13 certainly critical,

The McFARLA!D did a splendld plece of work in lellivering
gasoline and ammunlition to GUADALCANAL today. As she was sbout
to leave she received a bomb hit on her sa<ern shich knocked out
her steering gear, It now seems probable that the FERLLITH was

loat and the VIREQO towlng avers to GUADALCANAL was damaged bty
enery alr,

Cominch 152125 descrites APHs., Thewv are not hospltal

ships under the Geneva Conventions, Com 12 151744 tells of send-
Inr EC2 ships to Sopac.

TF & 152050 descrlbes a bombing attack nn KISKA tre ldéth,
Kesults were minor,

Cincpac 160455 pink dces nat recormend uwase of L:a to shell
KISKA.

There 13 no doubt now that Japs are nma%ine an all out effort
in the SCLONMCKS, employ'ng the gaogter nart of their Havy,

.
(f._.{.;. OcI 1y
Ootober 16th

-.-A.M-Au-‘ L
«

N

Just as the MoFARLAND was ready to leave O'TADALC.AL in the
evening she wes hit by a bomb on the stern, 350 drums of avpas in
a barpge alonpside waa also exploded, About 20000 gals, reeched the
shore. “hile enroute GUADALCAYJAL towing & barge with 2000 drunms
avgas the VIHEO was damaced by an alr attack and unehble to continue
the tow, The MIRIDITH, escortinrs, 18 unreported anc ruapected mise-
ing. The the acute avegas shortage oontinues, The HCVEY and CONTHARD
are scheduled to arrive with deok loads of avgas on the 19th looal,
There is also a oritical shortage of bombs - whioh may have to be

flown in., The AMIERJACK is now enroute ESPIRITU SANTO to be [itted
to ocarry gas,

During the night the kiarines at GUALALCA'AL were shelled by
a cruiser or a destroyer, The results of our bombardment of enemy
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SECART

Cetober 16th { Continued)

nositions hy 2 0UDp 1s not yet known.

sopac 151346 eives his aummary for the 1lith and 15th, and
his 161326 summerlizes the situation to the lHth local,

somairsonac 167138 descrijes air needa rfo. his comuuand and

womsopac 171230 rives what he conalders necessary to reinforce his
nositlion,

The lew lenland Army has apreed to garrison SLEAJER and will
have a reinforced iliWl ready mbout llovember 7th,

The IWLLATRIX errived at ETIRITU SANTO and reports some damage

from an air attack two days mpo, which also foroced her to cast a
PAB barre adrift,

vomsopac 16010G deals with the relief of the Lth defense bat-
talion with the 9th at EFATE,

It has been declded to send about 50 Army firhters fronm tha
Jentral Pacific area to the Youth Pacific {n the immediate future,

Comsonac 170800 is a »rooosal for the anplovment »f au'marines
to supnort Topac current operations, Two Tacific Fleet rubs will

be sent to General MuoArthur to assist his coveraes of the “HCPTLAD -
FPAISI aresa,

Cinenac 162221 pronoses a reduction of TF B forces in ALATA,
Jominch approves an immedlate reduction of the cruisasrs to two,
This will vermit reinforcement to Zopaao, ~TF 8 reports that 3 3-2t'g
ot hlts on a ship in CERTRIDE COVE, ¥ITYA, Also that Army “ombers
orobably sank one DD and damaged another just north of i'1°FA,

The denloyment of the Tep forces in the South Parific is un-
certain, TJome forces have left the DUIN area and the -V striking
force thought north of VDENI i{s unreported. ] -

e
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SECHET

October 17th.

The Admiral's conference thils merning was attended
by General Emmons and Rear Admiral Barley. These nfficers

were brourht un to date rn the situaticr in the Pacif'c Crean
Areas.

The day in the South Pacific {s surmrarized In
Comsopac 171556, :

Our DDs, previously mentioned, renort havine fireq
1000 rounds per shis into the Jap positieons at SUALALCARAL.
Also, duriner tha¥day TF17 nlanes attacked the same nositicns
incessantly. 2JREKATA was also attacked by TF17 planes, Admirs!

Himitz w'll urge Comsonac to repeat the hambardmert datlv when
fenglible,

_ The Japs launched wha! ruust te to them a very dis-
anpointing air attack on GUADALCANAL today, Of the 14 tcmbers

attacking, 8 were shot down by our fighters and ¢ were ashot down
by AA,

A total of 50 Army fighters will be sent to the
3opac from the Central Paciflie, 25 were ordered sent by General
Marshall and 25 wlll be sent by C'necnac,

The VIREQ will be towed to port and her barse will
be towed to GUADALCANAL by the SENMINCLE arrivine the 19th local.

Somaopac 1s flylny emeryency vas an' ammunition to
JUADALCANAL,

It seems nost probable that TS€4 was seer by the
eneriy today.

The 3AN JUAN reports sinking two small Jap patro?
boats when retiring from their rald on tre GILBERTS and 'he
matrol 1ines to the South, Twr officers and 14 men were can-

ture, e wlll continue te rald tha* 1'ne with our ships en-
route to and “rem the Sonac,

The S%Pac bombers are having rmich better success
in bomb'ng enemy shins 'n the SOLOMONS and KEY BRTTAIL.

TF1€ 13 enroute to the South Pacific via a nolnt
to the westward of FUNAFUTI where it will fuel.

Two fleet subs from PEARL may be sent to operate
under General McArthur in the near future in order to provide
denser coverage of the SHORTLAND - FAISI area.

The position of the main enemy forces in the South

Picific is _obscure, It 1s not thought, however, that they have , *-
withdraswn from the general area, |
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ECRRET

Jgtober 1Rth

Comsopac 1R1350 oink., Vice Admiral llalrey relieved Vige
Admiral Ghormley as Commander “outh Pacific ¥orce and “outh Pmci’ic
Area, Cn the evening of the 15th Admiral Nimitz conferred with
members of his staff concernine relieving Admiral Ghormley. It
was folt that Admiral Ghormlevy has not “een successful for several
reasons and that the critioal situation there rejuiras » pore ag-
cressive Commander, The followine morning, after huvine recelved
authority from Admiral ¥ine to make the chanere, & decision was
made to e he chanse unon tha arrivel of Admiral ‘alsey who

egt t
WeS enrou éuﬁf‘hir. dear Admiral ! Inka{d will thus retuin com-
mand of TF i6. “ee Cimmpoe 1LEALTY ume Ay fPink

The J.%. Hawnlian Department har heen directed by “eneral
Marshall (Uctober 16th) to select one infantry division from his
command for movement to the “outh or 3% Paclfic and to report
earliest date of readiness of the first rerimentsl combat tearn,
Also General lharshell prefers General ollins as civislon come
mander as General Pennel is too old., Early renlacement thia
division will not bhe nossile,

The Sopac situation to the 12th war summarizad in .omso-
rpa- 181426, Generally the day (19th local) was quiet, There were
no contacta ashore on IAD.LC.MAL reported, ‘ihile LN vessels were
sirhted in the SHURTLANDS area, the location of najor enemy units
was in doubt., 4 cruisers and L dest:roverr were reportaed enroute
to attack G'TADAIZANAL and OTF 6L was ordered to intercent, !low-
ever, he was fueling "est of T °IRITU /)"0 wnd was unaie to
comnly, The "O'TTHARD delivered almost 10,000 #allons avyas to
GADALCANAL, The SRIINOLY towed the TIRZ( harre with 2000 Arums
of aveas ajoard into the area “ut went to TULA®I bagnuse of the
aporoachines enemy, No bombardment was reported last nisht, Hut
some troops and sunnlies mav have been landed, Apperantl: the
VIRWO was abandoned by her arew hbeceaucn of fear of an alr attack,
The crew embarked on the MERIDITY which was munk w marinl tor-
pedoes and bhombs shortly thereafter, The anandonine of the YVIZZ0
is not understood. It looks like a Alar-aceful »rocedure. T¥ 64
.goniinues to »e trailed by enemy nlenes, WITiTlL and "AVL T<L MDLE

gbccunied by small enemy rarrisons,

The 37 Pacific air sent 27 Ww17's to bomd the enamy in
the "HCRTLAND® aree, 3lesults were minor. The “ 'l renorted
sinkins two tenkers on the 1Rth,

CTF 64 estimates that in the second battle of ~..7( he
sank 3 A, 4 DD, and vnossi>ly 1 CL and one more )i, These fisures
seen "1igh because of the number of cruisers anc destroyers seen
and attacked by nlanes the following day,

The I'ORTLAND reports engazing two DDs and two marus in her -
raid of the GILIERTS. No sinkings were reported., The attmcks
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SRCRET

Octover 18th {Continued)

were not presased home hecruse of fear of alr smttack,

The Army In Washineton has annroved Admiral limitz's
orders to send 25 P-3"'s from IVRITTVAT to the “outh Pmecific,

TF 1 has been orderud to prepaAare u nlen to bomnard K
at an early date - the date dependent u-on svullaflity of 1 XK.V
and 1 “L(AA) to be mdded to the hombardment sroup,

Sincpac 182759 urpges that the S$th defonse battmllion bde
sent directly to GUalAlLJANAL instead of relleving the 4th at ZF.TE.

JTF R pives the ninor results of & bomuying of : Iha on
the 17th. <ominch hes anproved the immediate reduction to two
of TF & cruisers but reserves decision on withd awnl of other
forces and of [ear Admiral Theobald, The Ammy plans to increape
the garrisons at ADAK and TANAGA to 15000and 5000 respectively,

There are no changes noted in enemy deployments, .

-
October 10th

sopac operations to the 20th are summarized in his 151256,

About 9 n.n., local the ZIEATH: was torpedoed ‘outh of JAN
SRISTCHBAL. She reports beins without nower and a tup and L. @8-
corts were provided,

STF 6L sent part of his force to I'TIRITU CANTC to fuel,
and the remainder will fuel there in the next few davs, TV 17
i3 operatine to the Bast of ZOVIRTTY AN, TF 16 ia enroute
South,

In his 191954 Comineh directed Comrowaatnac to nlace and
maintain 17 fleet suhas under operational control of Iomeonac, Also
i71 hla 201540 he deslres “inonAac to reintorce “onac pumarines,

. Thera were two air raica on “7ANVLTATAL,  Of the 30 7eros
and 10 hombers involvad 7 zero: and ? »ombars were shot down, de
lost two nilots,

The ' MIT hHroke in two Bnd sank todar while anroute
PIANL for renairs, efter helng tornedoed last month,
1]

While the supnly of aveaa and ombs to IADALT.U'AL is still
critiecal, enoush 1ls selins sent In to nermlt operationa to continue,
The Al 3ERJIACK will arrive viith & amall eargo of eas on the 25th,

The 12 3-17's for the Sopac have left CAT!, This brings
the total transferred recently up to 24. Also Trom LA}l was the
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“EORET

Octobar 19th (Zontinued)

first of the 1Gth homhardment rroun ("-24's) eoing to ATTTIOULLA,

In the 7" area yesterdaw were at lomat 1 74 | AT,
R erulsers, # I, A A¥'s, At LAAL were 3, larce vessels and
22 of medlum size. In that rroun was 1 "V and 1 7V, Th:us we now
have the norlition of nmost strencth in the area excent it i
probavle that 3 "3s, 7 IV with ususl “lotilla are romenlace in
the renernl TV LWL area, L
Jctober 20th

‘opAc operations for the 20th are summarized in his
201321,

The 2IOTER 1s making 6 knots under own stesm ancd nat
that rete should arrive at ETVIPITU LU day after tomorrow,

Comalr CM 200407 indlcetes the shortese of nlunes at
FIADALCVIAL, The rates of attrition there is axtremely high,
luch damare to planes wes caused Ly recent enemy shelling,

Yesterday the Narines renulsed & minor attenpt to croas
the IATANIEAU RIVER,

vinepac 202215 And 202309 descrive s plan to send 12
Pa¢ Fleet subs to the “opac., Thia irs Aan emerranry move to Pro=-
vide dense coversee in the active area, and comnlies with lominsh
desire noted vesterday,

RENYELL ITLANT is not occunied by the JTaps,

'
The Flehtine Trench Yigh Jommissiojzr has left T V-4
for rood, A

The GRCPYR returning from natrol in the =4.°T I"IN4 EA
reports sinking 12,000 tons of merus (7 shinsg!,

The very laree concentratior of Jas ghinsg at il wpe
parently continues, Thotos do not show a 7% there sa renorted
yesterday, There 1s very rond indication that the Jups are have
ing to slow up thelr nlans for an attark {n force on ' nlli''AL
hecAuse of larre attrition losaes,

Zincpae nolnted out to Jominch thut now Is a ~~lden
opportunity for the "ritish “eatern 7leat to take aAatinn on the
Tap west flank,
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SECRET

lectober 21lst

Vice Admiral Yalsey will move ashore at *I "L, otauny-
ine certain hutldinrs vacated by the Firhtine “rasem leh “om-
migaioner, Jominch annrovas trkine over this “rench oronerty as
A military neceasity {(his 211640 nink),

Jomine concurs in 'incnas aronoaanl ror Yreitis® motion

{lomineh 211400 nink) and panaad the messnes wlone to the dmirslty

In a 1 sart (711630} ’ominet plves the nresent ~}lan for
irmy and Mavy alr sunmort to the TnnAac onerntiana,

T 16 and T¥ 17 will foin an T¥ 61 undar ‘esr idmirsl
Finkald at 0300 7T Nctober 24th and make » sweer mround north
VTS TRTTD TTIATTDN, thence southwesterly east of L T ITTCRUAL to
ths Joral “en area In nonition to intercept eneny forces mporomch-
Ine our noritlons in the Jouthern 2 /™0 N7,

ioe

orderad to the Paclfic ¥leet and will denart atlantie norts for
the Junal Jone no later than liovemiar 10th,

The IHDIADA, SULITI3IA, DeMAVM, and 77010 have ween

somineh 711631 »ink sumwmrizes tha 079 sltuntion in the
dacifria,

Sonsopac 210517 tells of needs of A anjor runply “anse
at NUUEA,  Jomalrsopme 212300 tells of needs of V- nlunes In
the Fforward Arana,

There 1a A shortare of arines in *he T u.. urga nnd At
AT, -

The 25th Arry Dlvision at OAY" has ‘wen orlered tc move
to the “out) or L'Pac atarting lovemher 15,

The “OHT™R slehted an enemy merriant tipe vursel c” aout
5,000 *-ns, nonarently armed with aseveral suns, L™ or lareer, near
the CILBIY™ T07.24M7,  In an aneazement which Tollowed tha . =T2.
fired about 12C0 rounds without ainkine the veggel, Yo Aamace wag
done to the TORTED,

Jominech has annhroved the withirawal of the COPAMER V¢ .
snuadron from ALAYA and cancelled the dlrective to maintain one
Tfishter divialon In ALATEKA, '

A
d

Y

r

e
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EomT
October 22nd,

Jomsnpac22??L6 summerizes operations in his area, The
use of tanka and =small artlillery by the enemy on ~UATAL AL iIn-
dicates the a llitv of the Jana to 1und rood sized walihts, Thare
have been Indlcations of towini# 1irhters to WALALIATAT oy dentroyers,
Pa attacked chivnine in the 7 . TLND nras eurly In the
mornine, Althoush one nlane renorted s tnrnedo hit, .0 Indicates
ni. damare,

A gearch nlane renorted .ichtine an eneny thnag ‘orce aout
450 miles HZ of 1'ALaITA asout 10 in the morning {loeal;, This was
indicated to be B IV strikine Torece on southerly courses, The sear:h
Kept the "orce Talrly well under obgervat.on during the dmy, lur-
ine the foliowine ni,sht s search nlane renorted uaking raanr contst
in that ireneral vicinltv, Une hour later the same ~lana pranorted 7y
stiina, of whish one was 9elieved to e a ¥V, Aand thut he dronped his
torpedo bhut fauilad tou ret 8 hit, when last observed the foraw was
renorted on ecourse 260 snead 20 - which would neimit it to %e in a
fly off nosition for GUADATITAMAL next dayviisht, This in the rirst
time in several davs tha* we have haen anle to set much 1lcsht on
Jaup denlowments, The AFAUL anAd “HLITLANLT areas econtinued to Le
well filled with Tap ships, moat of which ware suxiliaries, The
Bombined total In those areas was 93 vaesaelr, #rom all (ndlcetions
the enemy deems about ready to start his lons exnectel all cvut nt-
task on VADAICAMAL, The next three or four ‘'nvs arc ariticnl.

YIADLLIAV'AL renorted three flirhts of nlanes ~omine In
from the northwest durine the middle »f the da» -ut no renort of
snmblne was recelved,

omsireonae welcomers the Army =70 '¢ bt wolints ont thet
i™ thew are not the 7777 series they are no sood as flohter: ut

axcallent for eround atrafine, hile tha “lew of ~innes to the
aren cannot ve consldered satlafectory, it {s !r-rovin-, In the
P S 2 Y

ADALIATAL area there i1s enouph avras {over 100 000 sala) to xkeen
Tenersl Teirer's alones filled, there ir rot aenocuch to onerste
A=17's; nor ic there any Immediate orospect of s0 doines.,  Avpas
and ammunition still Arrivea thers in Ariblets,

L crew was rut on the VIREC, Thet ship, with A2 ¢#6 in
tow, 13 now enroute E7FLIULTY CSJNTO,

® 61 will hardly be in a position to intercupt enemy for-es
in the = LilUll7 before late afternoon of the 25th lacal, 7TF 4y

could be off UiLnLlla W4 on the ?Rth, fhus, should the enermy atrive
tomorrow alr and submarines will »e the only opnosition,

somnannhibforsapac 210950 »ives Information fron prisoners
on the 7’nd Z2attle of ~AVL, General Lefrulle has fully a-reaed to
the assinnment of necessury bulldings at HO'TEA to lomecpac,  Sover-
7or Vonehamps was suthorlzed to nepotliete mny cother matters with
semsgpac,  in A very cordial conversation with Zomneveu he empltia-
sized hls desire for rfull cooperstion with ''. 7, Lbout time,

Lew (Continued on next puve) 1100




JESRET

October 22nd, !Zontinued)

Tt 1s nosaihla that the noor shootine renortad vestarday

and attributed to the P77 wes done by Jomdesron TV. in the Yi'¢1°,
TF 1 continues at I AYL enraced In treinine and AR

while jeinrs prepared to mnel landin: attamnts in the Yawniinn ATen,

In the LLY'TI.MT enem ey mnrines were netive, ne firel
torpedoes At the 1L.IIM which missed, The =72 ranorts hitting
2 Als with tornedoes in the vicinity of L0077 '100 nnd clninms
one nrobnwlq sunk and one damared, The crulsera of T¥ R comnleted
# 10 day sweep s far weast as ATTY, .arilts wers naputive, inc-
pae 227129 requests <omineh arnroval to exchange the UET0 IT mnd
L1LAIGH for crulsers of TF 8,

bt Y

e are still without definite news of the J;jor units of
the enemy which are thoupht to 2e in the genaersl JopaAc ares, If
our ruess 1s correct they can throw more ships, planes, an¢ troops
Into the vital area than we can. And this situstion will continue
for the next few weeks, !aving Inferior forces we muat cgunt
heavily on attrition, but losing no chence to come to erlps with
the enemy 'nder the nrinoiple of caleculated rink, {

-

Octoher 23rd,

Unevations In the “outh Puclfle are summarized in loman-
2ae 2hO04),  The vary fine work of our erina ~ilots In shont ine
down the enemy nlanes 18 most encouraeine. .win durlne the dny
made the alrfield unsultale for henvy nlanes, There {8 muech work
to be done to osrovide all-weather fields ! the aren ani severnl
other locations are under considerntlion,

ianeral Lacirthur renorts »ood success in nip reida in the
“.owLoAarea,  Jdmone other tarcets slaimed hit he renorts setting

a tanker on fire, If this is ver{fiasd 1t ir ~0un. to =low un Lhe
enanly  »oriewhat,

The suomarine concentretion in the nctive mrea {s newsin-
nins to shape un with the arrival of two eciflc “leet suos from

TRUK, Ten more are to follow from PLALL, lenvine hefore the end
of thls month,

foth T¥ 61 end TF 64 will be in nosition to strike the
enemy in the Jouthern ICLIMGND by late tomorrow.

The lomgistic supnort of our »naitions in the -outhern
CLLONCHT i proceeding, mut the diff{culties of unlomdine and the
great risk to shipsa involved continues,

The JHISTHEXR prooably arrived at ZOPI-IT “AY7% for emercanzy
repalirs today,

C**LN (Continued on next pace)
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SECHET

October 23rd ({(Continued)

Cur search plene from OAHU renorted al-htin, a su'merine
about 500 miles southwest of thet nlace, I1f thie can e verifled
it may he the forarunner of projected enemy operstions in the
Hawaiisan Cea Frontier, H. 1. also rives Indicstion of some sort
of a reid, A rald in the near future, nrohably at MILWAT, s con-
sidered a nossglhility, All siens continue to -~oint to the r~ommence-
ment of major operations in the “outh Pacific withln the naxt two
or three davs, If these sirns are rivht, a rald In the 1L IIA
area or alang our exnosed nositions to the ‘outh will »e m minor
hit and run affair,

The exchanra of the TETHIT apnd 700010 for T2 R ~ruisers

hsg heen approved by Jominch and will he eflected As soon am "O9-

aible, 1t

Qeotober 24Lth, ue

Peoorts of aenemv contactcs from sesrch planes in the iouth
Taciric durine the morning were confusing, “ne force com-~oaad of
n8g, CAs, and UDs was renorted 140 miles ! of the 7TAl.LIVIAL alr-
field, 170 miles to the emstward of that rcroun a senrcnd force was
renortad, This was reported tn 9% 2 37, 2 IV, 2 245, 2 2L, &snd st
least 4 DD, A third rorce atated to he comnosed of nine ships wasa
renorted 210 miles NE #'TLuUALINLLL, Off the east coast of JTa
1AL 17LAND a force composed of 1 3%, 3 2L, and 2 'l was reportad,
Off the west comst of MALWITA a force of two crulsers and three
destroyers was renorted, 'While the nicture is not clear, enough
was renorted to show a typical major enemy move toward the south,
TF 61 wes too far @a@f o attack, TF oL was orderad to strlke any
forces encountered in the vicly 'tv § Xl iallal.,, That forve mude
a sweep of the JUADALCANAL area aht led to merke contmct with the
enemy and withdrew, B-17's we ordered to strike the forces nearest
“UADL'JLNXL nrobably because they were the immediate threat, Ie-
sults are qhown in Jomairsopac 251450, Durine the morning our poai-
tion on GUADALOANIAL was shelled by two crulsers and one destroyer,
As that proun was retiring to the northward larine '3L's attuacked
and renorted one cruiser obviously damarad. As eriem; mlsht attempt
night landines, General Vandererift ordered motor torpedo josts
from TULAGI to strike the enemy anproaching SVALALTATAL after damrk,

Durine the afternoon enemy nlanes were renorted heading toward
SUADALSANAL,

A 2atelina nieht radar search And tornedo strike was ordaraed
from CDTHITT SANTO to the NV,

One snuadron of the ©0th somhardment eroun ( *?24,'8: pre-
viously ordered¢ to A"ITRALIA i8 to ranort to “eneral ‘inrmon for
temnorary duty hy ordars from General Yarrchall,

{Zont.inued on next pare)




SEIRET
e it

Uctoder 24th, (Continued)

The Ath karines have “een orderead t. " .7T. «pd
should arrive there Uctover 0th,

Conac 50216 cives the cutimAry of anerations in that
Araa to the 2Lth,

Ad-iirel Shormley arrivad at PSAZL *oday enroute to Wnahe
inrton,

A cubmarine was renorted 170 miles went of AT ™is

mey be the same one sirhted ve aterday ahout 500 miles ) of AT,

T™wo "Da from TF 16 raided the enem» nutrol 1lne south of
the S1L3%3T° on the 22nd and amnY% two small natrol vessela, It

now apnears that a D) of TF 17 alao raldad the snme patrol line
on the same dny,

The Army nlanes made a minor mir mttuek on *! VA durline
A

T

the dnay,

uctober 25th,

In tha enrly rorning TF 61 was nnoat 157 “lies 8041 enst
of the cneny striving forses noted vesterda: {n the saren to the
eastward ol the SLLINCTT . RBoaty Pforces Yad onad wnowledos of the
aparoxinete nosition and comnosition of ench other, wupr non'tion
and atrencth seered guite favorahlae, “hoptly before 7 oun,n, local
an eneny shore basad patral nlene made An Accurate annte @t rasopt
of T 61, The enemy immedistely lnunched A carrier atrice whioh
was able to find T7 61 without further search Trasumrnly our
carriaer strike was launched at ahout the garme tire nt thera 19
some evidence that It hed tn aeareh hafgre locatine the trurpet,

A little aTter 9 n,m, local the enemv atnrted sir attucoxs on T7 6l.
The MCANET was saeverelr damasnd by Samha nnd Lorsedoes and was
teken In tow by the MCUTINLY TN, A nreli~inarv ~enprt of Aaraca
to other vassels [a rlven in 207 AL 200440, Leamage $9flicted wy
our IV nlanes 1a shown In 270 61 240210, “<17's from | TuITY
“"ANTO were mlun orderad to attrck hut the aA-count of dmma~e in-
flieted is not in, Aftar the firat attnnk T¥ 41 ro—.enned retirae-
ment to the southemst, DTurine the aftarmonan the enem. .V nlanea
attacked the I"BMET npain with sombs and tornedoes cuusines such
seriona damaere that TP 17 decided to sink the carrier «it% own
torpedoes, As the dav ended the enemauseried to be retiring to
the northwest and all of our tnsk force: ware retiring on anuthnrlv

coursaes, axoept for ona roroe oon-‘?

ttlning Rq's which was attemntineg to intarcest our

force during the
(aontinued on next pagei‘\\tiizifigjlﬁrq-//
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SEORLET

Cctober 2Gth., (Continued)

For the first time in ¢t uth Paclfic cur CY task forces
were abl: tc operate under"?:gom umbrella and the enemy
strenrth and dlsposition was repcrted frequently. The capa have
always had thls advantage in the area. During the past two days
there has been a front along the northern part of the search area
which has reduced the efficlency of the search,

Ne report of enemy plane losses has been recelved but they
must have been very heavy. If the percentage of loss approaches
that of previous recent engagements (and it should as we have
been loadling our ships with AA), the three enemy CV's thourht t-

have been in the battle today will be unable to do much more
damage soon,

At daylirht TP €4 presumably was retiring from AWADALZANAL.
nrines tho morning Comoopac ordered all TP to strike the anemy,
Later in the day TF €4 was ordered to retire to the scuthward,

The enemy rroup which sholled GUADALCANAL on the 24th also
sank the SEMINOLE and a V¥ at TULA3I. The SEMINCLE was fitted
for salvare and her loss= 1s serious.

“hilo entering ESPIRITY SANTC the COCLI™ME, with one reg-
imental combat team of the 43rd Army Division embarked, struck
one or more mines and sank. While she probably struck our own
mine fleld, there 13 a possibility that enemy mines are reapona-
itle Bas a Jap sub was in the vicinity recently,

General Harmon 1s holding usable B-17's at PANTAN fer
emergoency combat, Those held were enroute from AUSTRALIA to
CANT,

Cperations preceeding the battle in the South Pacific sre
summarlzed 1n Comscpac 260210,

The SARGO returninr from patrol off the CHINA coanst reports
slnklng one 7000 ton freiphter with torpedos and gunfire, The
STURGECN returninr from patrol in tho PAISI - ST SEFRGES channel
area reported sinking one loaded 10,000 ton tanker and ocne 7030
ton freighter, The NAUTILUS clearine patrol area off Fastern
HCONSHU reports sinking 22000 tons enamy shipping.

The CYESTER will be able to leave ESPIRITU SANTC about
October 29th under her own power. Due tc extensive damage she

will be able to make only seven knots. She will Fo to SYDNEY
for temporary repairs,

There were no Important contacts in the Central or North
Paclfic mrrea, The landins strip on ST PAUL ISLAND i3 now 100

feet wide by 2300 feet long. The SPERRY and FULTON leave PEARL
for the South Pacifie tomorrow.

Although the enemy has suffered considerable damage recently
in the general SOLOMONS area there 1s no indication that he haa

(Continued on next page) 1104




SECRET

Cctober 25th, (Continued)

abandoned his plan to recapture GUADALCANAL., The Jap subs are
~rdered to search for and attack our forcoes in the area., Due

to the strength in the South, no ma‘or operations in &ny other
area are considered probable at this time, Small nulssnce

raids in the Central Pacific area are possible. ~

V-

Cetoher 26th,

The “hief of BTSSRI P Tanmurtment . mndl the
Tnwniinn Ten “rontler, were mresent, st “'neona mopnins cnfarence
whan rvents of the nrevious A wera reviewed, Al ira]l Tileita
contitues to keen Yis nrineinnl voordinatss 41y In"ormei of
davelooments In the i'anife Nzemn Liraas,

Tyvrminnder

The marnins seapah from 0TI o Hecovared orsing
27 the enery nhout 160 miles to the enatward of ', ¢

B . 1S \: - -‘|t.
least two 373s, 1 W, severnl erilgars en. destroyurs were pesortaed,

All were on northerly mourse: nt fudrl. leh s-eed, 2eretions
in the "opuc mrea are suwarizad in SOMBADEE TTOLTG ) vl fnel les

A onicht attack by Vs on an eneny carrier, viileh Lr it moaorted

osommirsopae in wic 270031, TR 1 X reports Turther letatls
o dwrace to Mis forece in iis SJTOLLS,  after deliverine T nnd
aveng to SHaDAL TATAL the 0.0V 0L mnd TLoene el three onens Lk st
1yn» rance nnd escaned wityh mlinor drn e
mllots loined the hattle and ape erecited with alniines two of the
enewr s, T ol and TR 4L retiro.

* .
wir it onn,

LHINDT Lucnyie Lhe | oerine

Aarines the ot tewnm:d CLellne

TT AL, {ReAr Adilral ottt e L ST, a0 Lo ordered
Lo sethard enemy soritione on VUL T T Ul on tiha nbrnine of e

O nnd nth {(oanl),

Teneral MaeArthur s panieste oAt rel Ualies Lo evae
Mmrimum avthine effort CHY g nlht s =ulort lan Te gk LA P

TTNT aran,

Aalirn]l Telrer recnecte anpelap Telntarnaent frae ot
ritieh Tentern Tleet,  Jimenan aanagra
~lore tha jdea {Jinenan 275061 niay)

-t
H

Bl

e T

pEe Toaee Tt e
L0y h . e (RS r=

Tirine the a®ternoon 1h 7-17s attnekel +'n ama- afnt

af
the 7™ 70 ] nitg,

comsapAn 26021 eiver the nlan "ar the ena]lovient of ap-y
“hters and medium combers in the LT iAVAT ECPIRITYU TAMTC area,

eIt 4

ny
b

{Sontinued on next sace)




SECRET

Cctober 2€th. {Contlnued)

Comsopac 270437 sets forth his views for setting up
base command separate from Seronsocpac,

There were no dovolopments of note in the Central and
north Pacific areas,

Tirinct the dny a foree comnosed of hmttlest iy wn thap
2omtatanrt vesnels was penorted v ogr mlepeen feon o

H

VTt g

the esgtwarl of the TANTTL T . s TH. farce s pennptad
e ba eners, ot owas Jakep Praerl S e gte e g Rl e
Setober 27th, Aan

~lent, General Immons, llear Admiral apleyv, wnd Vice &dﬂirauau/

Towers attended the mornine conference held hy Admiral "i-{t=,

Jomsopae 2PN%26 Aamnlifies wig renort of operaticons for the
previous daya, The anemy rerorted that a unlt Ymd recelved a
torpado it ahout the time of the /IY attrex, .Jhile the aneay
usually renorts "no demace" or "nlnor demace™ In such cmrves, we
know from naast axperisnce that duamace Intlicte! Is often ith
+reater than renortad,

T 64,2 (lenr Adwiral .'cott In aTITIL, AT AL, TN,
LU, CTETITE

LA N STUER) will se unable to shell the JHDI on ik . ailiAL

on the 29th as requestad Aand is now ordered to shell on the 20th
only.

. NI ‘o,
The LeFiLAYD will be nsed to servliecs sea~lnnes A'f1el and
vas storacebhe an wlternate radio gtution, and nther sarvices st
TLAGIL 1t is nlanned to mount her L fnnh puns on shore for har-

hor defense, There are indications that zhe has 9ean dlscovered
by the enomy.

TF 61 1s nroceading to ''TMA, fueline enrcute, T¥ A4 lean
TG 64,2 waa enroute to A fueline rendezvous west of < 11T AU

» 4 va oA A g
At 3:20 Aa,m, and at 5:30 a,m,, 27th local, the WATII'IT ' wan at-
tackad by su'marinas, Teveral torpedoes ware fipad in emch at-
tack and all missed, “gcause of the known suhmarine ~enace enat

of TOPIRITY "AMTC Comsopac ordered the A™MINYTY' and 7 "1 to

YCYEA for fuel, and the other vessels in sompany to . I .IT' 0T

for fuel, TF¥ AL,?2 will mlso fuel At WO IiIT' “O'M) on their ar-
rival there “Yovemher lst {local).

The Inexenusahle loss of the 2...I70 % is desrrined in Iovnav-
unit FUTTCY 280621, The existence of a mine field at 71 I TV

NP

CANTC has heen made known widelr, especimlly after the loss of the
TCLZY in the same loenlity,

(Continued »n next pape)
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SEORET

October 27th, {lontinued)

Imannmmra offerad L24L8 from tlu mres to demernl Casspthap
to ineranse homhing of anamy whina in the '™ AT o e
Tenarnl UsoArthur renlie? that ha eaild vd8e the nlnmes ts Al
vantaze Ulith raservuetians liated in Y14 232100}

The annrovad Toint “hia®s of 'ta™" wirmpnft nlun Tor the
active “omac Aares hasg heen recefved by mafl,  Tineneas 28 771 aue-
vaste thnt Jomszonac have A »lan druwn e for the Aefoense (¢ U ITU
SATO  Miech Jinecpee will summit te comineY for nocareval ane ie-
~lementution, The lpck of atrencth there {a nuuse “or el TalLl ol W

The losietioc msunmort of aur ~o8itianas in the ‘~uthern S0LO-
VLT continues, but the risk and dicrie.ltias Al crant,

The Jommandant, ™, .., larine -orps, inmuwarated the waxiliar
luncine strip et WALLID 170 when Ye lended there fn n VY5,
on Octoher 26th (local),

Somineh has stated that as a Zenernl mile exennee of in-
formation will be dircct between our lialaon officer nnd the
meastern ¥leet,

inl,
The TAlSGER raturnlng from vatrol off 00 GHANNLL resorts

sinkinr one 10,000 ton AC and nne 5,000 ton A", (hlile our suh-

mArines have had flne success, therae are = few gnotty nerferisnces,

For exsamnle, recentlv off TN two of our aubmArines eaach miased

% fine chance to nress home attackrn on enemy carrlers,

«T¥ 8 2R0?15 and ?R0255 (pinka) exnresser “1s views on the
needed streneth and disnnsition of Army trnong in the 00070

VQST‘OH\J
Zinenae 720311 i the
somewhat nremature announcement of the loss of the 007, and of

T,
the loss of the ™CNTID hafore It 130'1d4 he Announred thnt next of
kin informed,

Jomineh 221735 {pink) denls with the uae of our su~muTinen
for scoutines and genernl informaticn ™irnosag,

Althoursh the main aneny atreneth has retired to the north
bayond our air search there is no Indication that the "rap hnve
abandoned »lanc to recanture FUANLILNL, It seems nrohahle that
damapre Inflicted and fuel needs have made it necessnr. t> retire
for the time heine, Further attennts to lund tronps an .
24T\l are to he expeoted,

B

L~{1’,

fclu,\

-
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SICHET

October 78th,

“vents of the previous dwy were H{a-ugsad st Lim

LR IS
PR ik a4 -
“imitz's mornine conferenaa, Lieut, eneral Veeons and T ome

mandera now at "TATL were nresant,

Cinnnae PP2225 remarie on tha spesant 1,11 In *a South ima-
i1fic aren which anmenrs ta ~"va ns the annortunits for ain-ine
strone reinforerements on GUADALCAMNAL, omsanen U010 ia
romnlete apraerent and clves his olene
ine on the 20th (1loesl},

in
fOor trodn rovement s gtarto

somsaran TON1GE . n summArT o Yla s

. LA smba o
tione on L0002 darine the PTHh Tianel ) gre Ce. opfoaad,

The IZa-lstio aun-ort of oiutherns & .0 0°S o0 '+ ma fo
heine stenned un, wn the 2Pth (loanls thera we e °

‘ ' L .0nn

aveas nt VoLl UL Band 4,000 erinllone kwyens ot T .

The  TTIDCT) returnine from onetrol v the D0 T o

] i

UTRATVILLY area, renorts the orobanle cln<ing of 1 - QE L AL,
Do~ 0L 4, L - lares AL, 1 = 4000 Ak,

S totul of L3 ships ineluding » 2 0) 1 720 0 V., | 're-
rorted) U2, 2 DA, B OIL, 1 Bl 12 marus were resorte! Lo the T

LT aren,

e now have tha story af nupr dastoecar n§0
amtrol line south of the UL A Y A T

.. -

T™a DT reported sinvine four U owhile on netrol off

ISR ML T, &
U L DO

It Aannears that the @ ITNIT7Y an a sheve tawn Lre'e g

“at -
tacked by n submarine off the [ ""1'™ ! lpaat,

PR DRIPAD eivas rarilta of recentatssanne In the Laqtern

"ome of tha enem: gtrencth n the aipth Mol fia (q Laaptad
in the "0 TLITDT area Aand the remalndar {3 5 ileved tn Yo pre,el-
inr Aand reoreanizine to the northrua=? af nur seap~hr:, 1% ron-

tinues to s~nenr =roimbla that *he enemy will rantiage w!ts ~lrnnq
to recanture VUALALUUTAL,

I

WM
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28 JORT !
el

Cetober 2Gth

A9 I usual, nrecent st Adeiral Thdte's torninc o oa-
ferenz:s were the nrincinal subardinate commn .avrs ooy sl . C .
TF commenders at PELVL are thus clven noeood o loture of et
anerations,

The day wae ariiet In the Cogtts o0t e, RO L IR IR WY
summarizes the Z4%th iononl,

Hlnng have haep comnleted-to molc oren LT,
to conastiriet an wlternate Tandine atrte e thge vininlite af .
BAY, It in nlanned that the Fth Lar nes w'tl he THNA S o raln.
"orce the -arrison Yovemner 3rd f1napl, an ' that narpt AT b fen
lerine Defense “attnlion, 1 W0 14769 Infentre 1 'mtter: YA,
2 Ole Ond Vapine refders, snd 800 GCORN neroant el wiil e lended
nt ALY the sama dar,  {(Tee lomsnone 00000 far aasorta oand ena
nraration hy other Tanea nnd UlAs “orreal,

’
LAR4 L

The 1.7, LIOH £1 will sroacmeed teo cnne ond mus’ et n
formuluatine recomirndations wnd exe o bl af 6 e 0t et o Y
ment, of that LION tn the ‘outh wolcfa,

The Jentral el fis vAas ~utet, T 1 eoantimiaa tpelning
In the MLVTIAY dpan, wotns nt 00T 0 T2 1] mpg teen fopmad
ander denr Adriral tamaer and w11l e pan o ta argoeaes ot L
the nes:r Miture,

Jinenas 1215 denlr - th éafencive minec, Cynerlence
to date 1 not condurive to extanrion o this methg! a4 WRITure

Three enemy erufsers were .0 ted well Lo She veen ten:
of the AL 7TIIANT and were osgerved on nowestesiy caar ., Mese
criuisers may have made a swee~ Tubko the wnarine Cen,

dothing new is renorted concerning uneny denly ments or

Iintentions,




SECRET

Qctober 130th,

Following the usual morning conference the question of
8ending certain old 838 of TF ) to the South Pecific was discuased,
W¥hile no decision was reached it was considered feaninle to send
two BRa to overate either with or without AlVs, If H%a are sent
the MAKRYLAND and CCLORADC nrobably will be the first to PO,

The day was extremely quiet in all areas, In the ‘South
Pacific our forces were refueling, refitting, and reoreanizins,
The enemy 18 presumed to ba doine the same,. “omsopac giver a
Summary to the mornine of the 30th {loeal} in his 310534. The
N Pacific air continued attacks on enamy shins in the ~ I “TIAMD
and RARAUT. areas, Two direct hits are claimed on a nronablg "A
in the former nlace, These attacks are valuasle for several
reasons, Ammy nllots are treined in navieution and omhine, re-
norted hits and near misses may infiiet imnortant damarsae: the
enemy 1s not nermitted to rest secure in tha harbors,

Sinepac 310155 gives views on the emnlo'ment of sumarines
in the SOLAMONS area,

Comsopac 110206 pink recuests Compensovnsc to disnataeb
earliest nracticable one Army infantry reciment reinforced, less
one nattallon,to GUADALTANAL,

Due to shipning, the departure of the firast combat tean
of the 25th Army Division from CA'U to the Jouth Pacific is now

delayed until November 25th, and the second teem shoulc leave
earliy in Decemover,

There 18 no news of enemy major units in the outh Pacifioc.
¥ive enemy DDs are scheduled to land reinforcements at (UADALCANAL
November 2nd (locel), Cominch points out that enemy actions may
well de linked with our national elections due next Tuesday,

i

.

'
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SECRET
Octobher J1lst

The Chief of Staff, Hawaiian Dapartment, and TF comman-

ders st PEARL where present at the mornins conference held by
Admiral Nimitz,

The story of the loss of the 'MCRNET im told in Comsopao
011312 pink. The noor torpedo shootine hv our I''s im not undere
stood, Alro, as the two enemy and nine own torpedoer failed to
sink the carrier, there is a sucpestion that we should push sale
vage mensures in the hope of raving wounded ships. Jomaopac
011050 pink mives his estimate of enemy nlane losses and » aumma ry
of own nlane losses in the Ootober 26th ensarement., ‘e still are
not fully informed of our own damage on that day, For example,
i1t was learned today for the firat time that the MLAHAN has sorious
demage forward, and the SAN JUAN requires dooking.

Comsopac 18 now giving his suimarines good information of
enemy movements, This should be beneficial,

Tororrow two AKs and one AP will arrive at GUALALCANAL
with supnlies including 8 ~ 155 mm puna,

A task proup has been sent to intercept 5 eneny DDs ex-
pected to arrive at GUADALCAMAL tomorrow nizht,

OTF 62 310946 desoribes the AGLA BAY nroject. A rivhter,
then a homber atrip will he conatructed as soon as nossainle,

Comsopao 312126 recommends a reorganization of thia foroce,
Thia has to do with the Amnhibious Foroe.

The landing strin at FPMAFTI 18 now 3500 feet long., This
is a very aguick conatruction job,

The ¥INGFISH reports sinking 12,000 tons of enemy ship-
ning off HONTHU,

A submarine was renorted by a nlane 120 miles 5 of CAIU,

There are no new enemy developmenta, tb g

G
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SRCRAT

November ist

General Emmons and the TF commanders present at PEARL
attended the usual morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz,
The events of the previous dayv were reviewed,

Comsopac 012359 is an operations summary, Comgen last
MarDiv 010515 raports the crossine of the MATANIKAU RIVER by
the 5th Marines, A larze force of enemy cruisers and destrovers
was sichted by our search planes during the sfternoon about
100 miles NE of ITATEL ITLAYD, Comanpac estimated that the
force intended to make a mweep throush I'LITCPINCATLE ATRAIT to
attack our surface forces, TF 65 was ordered to gttack but was
unable to intercept the enemy durine the nieht, and 8o reajoined
the trunsport group, The tranaport group had been ordered to
retire toward I7PIRITYT CANTC, In the Amhsence of enemy contaots,
the landines volanned for the 3rd will take nlace on the 4Lth (looal},

During the night the TITLER and GCNONVNGHA) were in col-
lision. The destroyer has a flnoded fireroom and speed reduced

to 10 knots, ©5he was direoted to seek shelter inshore at VALATTA,
The F'I.LER demage was slight,

Commardiv 1 010501 gives ‘the nrogress of landing strips
at GUADALCANAL,

Cinopac notified Comsopac of the prohable use of LUIAWNK
BAY in the SWALLOYW ISLANDY by the enemy durlng the .last enemy
advance, This information was noted in il and mahave been
seen by Jomsopac, A

eacive
The SW.NIR will complete t?l'e“sur‘\;ey and have new charte
ready November 5th, A

Clncpmo 012115 gives views on the press BNNouncements
regarding the HORNET,

The sighting of enemy forces to the eastward of the
SOLOMONT 18 not pood evidence of the resumption of the all out .
offensive toward the SOTOMONT, As the enemy knew of our moves
off (UADALCANAL the day before it seems likely that the forae
sighted was orderesd to make a sweep to the south in order to
destroy inferlor forces, Mo CVe or BBs wers observed within —t_J
our gearch area yesterday, b#—

(1, 1\
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SECRET
ESTIMATE OF ENENY CAPARILITIES

Nev 1,104 v

1, DBrief of Events during Cctober, 1942.

SCUTH _PACIFIC. (All dates Hawalian Time)

On Cctober 1 1t was estimated that 3 enemy CVs
and 4~-6 BBs plus crulsers and DDs were operating in the THUK =
RATA'TT area, FUNAM'TI wags occupled ty us on that dey. Admirsl
Nimitz and certain membters of hia staff returned to PEARL from
an inspection of the South Pacific on the 4th, TF 17 carrier
planes ralded the BUIN - FAISI area on the Sth, DJemage to
eneryy was only moderate because of extremely bad weather in
the tar~et area, but we suffered no losses, On the nirht of
10=11th TF 64,2 intercepted an enemy force off SAVO ISLA'L.
Dama:e inflictecd seems to be - 1 crulser sunk, 3 eruisers tad-
ly damaged or sunk, 4 DDs probably sunk, We lost the DULCAl;
the BCISE was badly damaged; and some other shipa involved were

slightly damaged. On October 12th one army reciment arrived to

reinforce GUADALCANAL garrison. On the 13th large forces wore

sirhted east of the SOLOMCNS approaching GUAZALCANAL. Ko strik-
ins force engagement resulted, but during the next day sizx APs
landing troops on the NW coast of GUADALCAMNAL were attacked by
our planes setting three on fire so badly that they had to be
beached, On the 15th the enemy was estimated to have the fol=-
lowing combatant ships in the general RABAUL - 30LCKCNS areas

6 B3, 5 CV, 7 CA, 7 CL, about 30 DDs, On the 16th the McFARLAND
at GUADALCANAL was severely deamaged by a bomb hit. T“he VIREOD,

towing a PAB barge load of aveas to GUADALCANAL, and escorted

-1- 1141




SECRET
by the MLRELITH, was abandoned due to fear of an air attack,
The VIRECG crew out the tow adrift and embarked in the KEHRELIT:.
Sometime thereafter, the MEREDITH was lost {n an alr attack.
The VIREO and bargse were salvaced., On the 17th the SAl Uik
and PORTLAND raided a Jap patrol line south of the SILBR.T3.
On the 18th Vice Admiral Halsey relieved Vice Admirael Jhormley
as Comoopac, The CHESTER was torpedoed south of SAL CRISTORAL
on the 19th. Also or. that day the O!'RRIE!, enroute to PEARL
for repairs, broke in two and sank. On the 21st three DlLa
ralided the enemy patrol line sout! of the ZILFERTS. TFs 16
and 17 Joined up as TF 61 on the 22nd. On the 23rd a major
rove of the enemy toward the southern SCLOMN(KS was discoversd.
The next day the forces were within our search, The SEMIOLE
at TULAI was sunk by guﬁrire. ari the 25th alr cortact was
made between the approaching enemy and TF €1, In the alr duel
which followed damasge inflicted 1s estimated as: 2 CV, 1 bb,
several crulsers and destroyers damaged, (Later reports indi-
cate falr chance of 1 large CV being sunk.,) Our derage waa:
HOLNET lost, PORTEK lost; SOUTH DAKOTA and ENTEKPRISE damaged;
several other vessels slightly damacged. The enemy 13 believed
to have lost twice as many planea as we: 130 to €65. After
this battle both sldes retired to fuel and reorganize,

On October 20th 1t was decided to send 12 submarines

from Submarines Pacific to the South Pacific, Thess, plus

12 from 3% Paciflc, were placed under CTF 42 who 'n turn was

placed under Comsopao for operational control.

During the month the enemy continued to land reinforce-

.2-
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SECQET
ments on GUADALCANAL; make alr ralds on our positicns Lhere;
shell our alirfleld; and several times asttempted to penetrate
our positions. The karines did a1 splendid Job of repulsing mll
attacks and keening the position and airfleld intact. larine
pllots and own submarines inflicted severe attrition losases on
the enemy 1n the SOLOMOKS area. 3% racific planes were cf as-
slstance in gcoutine and damarsine enemy shlippinr. Toweard the
end of the month these activitles plus our surface acticn had
reatly reduced the surface activity In the viecinity of iTADAlL-
CATAL. But in splte of this the eremy has esatablistied, and teen
able to support in some decree, a stronr force on the tsland,
Our difficulties in providing loglatic supply to the FUALALCA“AL
area contlinued throughout the month., We have been a!le te:ipo-
rarily to controal the sea off GUACALCAUAL. Cur control of the
alr there has bern temporary. LEknemy subrm rines were extremely
active along our supply line to the southern S50ICMCYLS,

A3 the month ended there was no indlcetirn that the
enemy had abandoned plans to recapture SUALALCAYA! o

NEW SGUINEA.

The Jap of'fenslve over the STANLEY KOQULTA! 'S toward
PT. I'ORESTY was stopped only when the advanrce had reached within
a few niles of the northernmost P7T, MORE3RY alrfield. Iurirng
the month thla offensive has teen beaten back slowly and at
the end of the month allled troops had recaptured KOY¥CDA and
were advanclng toward BUKA., Scme American troops have teen
transported to the battls area by alr,

After repulalng & Jap landing irn the MILIE EAY ares,
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the allfed forces on the eaatern tip of KEW GUINEA and adjacent

1slands have heen enpgaged 1in mopping up small enery detachments,
Several small enemy landings have been made durtre the

month on northeastern YEW GVINEA btut at ra point have new 1im-

portant positlcns been eatablished,

CGUIUTHAL PACIFIC,

The area was renerally quie* durinr the =onth., Our
submarine successes or patrol in Ja-ancie home waters continued,
Lurine the rmonth 12 fleet submarines were ordered *to the Sonuth
Paclfic to operate under Comsopac. The Army was ordered to
transfer the 25th Divislon from the tawallan area to the Soutl:
or 3% Pacific. The Army awalian Alr tranaferred 24 heavy Lonmb-

ers and G fighters to the South Pacific.
NOLTH PACIFIC,

In the ALEUTIANS the major activity was Yombing of KISKa
by Army planes from ATAK. While some success was achieved, the
Janps were not forced to abandon KI3KA, nor were our submarines
able to find many turrets, Theg, d14 however abanden ATTY and
AGATTU., Some pressure waa brought on Cincpeec to use BRs to
bombard KI3KA. Authority to reduce the crulsers in TF 2 to
two - the RALEIGH and DETROIT - was approved by Cominch. The
rarrison at 57. PAUL wa3 established.

At the end of the month the Japs hold KISKA but their
position 1s believed to be almost untenable, Our posltions

seem reascnably secure with fairly sizeatle zarrisons.

2. The Situation.

(a) Enemy. Since the middle of August the Japs have
4= 1144
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been mssembling troops énd ships in the general RAZAUL area,
During the last days of Ootover they were turned back, tempo-
rarily at least, in what appeared to he another start of an all
out offensive in the South Pacifiec.

There is good reason to belisve thaf“the onemj will con-~
tinue the attempt to recapture the Southern JLICM"NS, and if
successful, will try té extend his oontrol‘glong tﬁe islgnd chaln
to MEW CALLEDONIA, Also, he may be expected to attemnt to oapture
the remaiﬂder of NEW GUINEA,

Our continued pressure in the ZGLA‘UNS area by all
forces has caused the enemy losses and .delays, but in up1t§ of
that he may consider himself in a favorable position. Our
pressure also has the effeot of foroing him to a maximum ;rrprt

in the South Pacific end thus prevents him from undertaking any

sizeable operations slsewhere,

An estimate of enemy strength as of November 2nd is
appended, .

(b} Own. TF 1 ocontinues at PRARL for the purpose of
opnosing attempted enemy landings in the Hawalian area, TF 11
1s at PEARL, and will be ready to depart for the Jouth Pacifle
about the middle of the month wheh torpedo damage repairs to
the SARATOGA and NORTH CAROLINA are ocompleted. TF 17 has been
broken up due to the loss of the 'HORNET and damage to the 30UTH
DAKOTA. TF 16 is not fit for battle as a CV striking force
until the battle damage to the ENTERPRISE is repaired, The WAH-

INGTON, undemaged orulsers end destroyers, and land based air

" 1135
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SECRET

in the South Pacifio are available to keep the lines of oommunions-
tions open to the GUADALCANAL eres, and to interoept the enemy
approachine that area, 'We have 24 submarines avajilable for opera-
tions in the lJouth Pacifio under Admiral Halsey,

Our alir strength in the Jouth racific is not adequnte
- to meet completely ael) demande., We can, however, provide an
adequate search and cen defend the GUADALCANAL air fleld, ie are
unable to cocunt on the Army plilots to find and severely damage
the enemy. Improvement in the air situation is to bs expected
as timesa goes on, 'When adequate numbers of planss in the area
beocomes m fact and when the GUADALCANAL ﬁirfleld is rvady in all
respects for all-weather operations, and whan aupnorting fields

are conatructed, the situation may permit the rasumntion of the

offensive,

Most of the Marines in the NUADALCANAL aremn are tired
and reauire relief as soon as possible so that they can rest,
reorganize, and reequip., The present strength {liovember lst) at
GUADALCANAL will not permit an offenaive to wipe out the enemy
on the island, but this may be possible after the arrival of re-
placemonts and reinforcements of about 14000 troops by about the
10th, - making a total of around 35000 on the island, There are
sevaral movements of troops toward the Jouth Pacific in the offing,
but as troops arriving are needed for offensive, adequate relief
for tired troops does not seem probable during November,

The logistio problem in the 3outh Pacific continues to

be cause for serious goncern, Movements of fuel, food, and
equipment to the OQUADALCANAL esrea are extremely diffioult and
are undertaken with considerable risk, Handling feocilities at
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all South Pacifioc ports and beaches are far short of require-
ments. ‘mell fast freivhters to run supplies to CASTU from
JUTTOH do not exist; therefore large and valuable ccmbat loaded
freighters have to bhe employed,

“hile our situation in the outhern CLOMUNL is far from
satisfactory, it is far from hopeless, It is ocritioal, but the
determination, efriciency, and morasle of our people there is so
fine that even the most pessimistic critiecs must concede that
we will win out in the end,

The OAHU - MIDWAY - FIJI line is still vulnsrable to

ralds, but no probability of serious landing attemntas is seen.

The ALTUTIAN situation should sive but little oonoern

during Hovember,

3. 2Broad Courses of Action,

Overwhelmine avidence continues to point to but one
broad course of action at this time, 1, eo. to cut us off froa
AU3STRALIA and then capture or neutralize that continent, How.
ever, in spite of this hellef, it 1s necessary to list end brief-
1y to discuss other feasible courses,

If the enemy continues present large concentrationa in
the TIXUK - RABAUL -~ SULOI.ONS area he will be unable to atrike
in foroce elsewhere, Nut the enemy haa the capacity %o make pipor
ralds elsewhers in the Pucific and still retain superiority in

the active area,

Assuming that mejor forces ar'e moved to another theatre

during November, the following courses of sction are within
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eneny capahilities:
(a) An attempt to capture MIDWAY,

Always a suitable target, hut in view of the hitter
expaerience in June, the enemy will be unlikely to make such
an attempt unless under more favorahle circumstances, 1,e,
assured absence of, or after defeat of, our striking foroces,
plus security In the South, It seems most improbable that
the enemy can assemble necensary foroes and arrive off MlD-
WAY during November. Nevertheless, major enemy forces are
unreported since October 26th. It is thus physigally pos-
sible for the following to be at MIDYAY on about lNovembar
Seventh - at least 6 B3 and 3 CV, with supporting oruisers
and destroyers,- escorting and covering a major landing
force,

(b) An attack on Western AUSTRALIA,

The enemy oan shift his strenrth to the westward and
to jump off from the NEI toward N¥ AUSTRALIA, This might
happen if the enemy found losses toegreat in the “CLOLCGNS
to be acceptahle, Suoh a course seems most improbabdle,

{c) Raids on our positions from MIDNAY to NOULEA.

The advantages which might acorue include: damage
to our positions and installations of suoch magnitude as to
dlsrupt temporarily our lines of supply to the Jouth Pacifio:
and, to foroe a diversion whioh would relieve our pressure
on the SOLOLCNS and thus delay seriously our offensive.

lalds on points near the active area are quite pos-
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sible, but as the distance from IARA"L inoresses the proba-
bility of raids deoreases,
(d} An extension in the ALTI'PIANS,

Considered most improbable because {1) coming bhad
weather; (2) merely holding YISKA may require all avallable
resources; (3) the enemy is aware of our ADAK position,

(e) An offensive toward INLIA,

No doust this is an ultimate aim of the Japanese,

It cannot take place (with naval support) until the Pacifio
flank 1s secure. Therefore, we oen dismisa ghis course
for the month of November,

(f) An attack on RUSSIA,

The stiffened Russian defense, ospecin{}y at TALIN-
GRAD, must have caused Tepercuasions in JTAPAN, Ve do not
think that JAPAN will attack RUSSIA until a German viotory
over RUIZIA in RURCPR is a sure thing. And even then there

18 no assurance of suoh an atteoclk,

L. Most ngbab;g Eneny Intention,

For the month of November we conolude that the most prob.
Avle move ocontinues to be the recapture of the .outher:y SULAGHS
and the extension of control in NEW GUINEA,

It 1s now definite that the enemy suffered heavy attri-
tion losses during Oatober, and considersble damage to strik-
ing forces on Ootober 25th. Thus, they oould not ocontinue what
seems to have been the start of a grand scale attaok on GUADAL-
SANAL, On the 1lst of November the striking foroes are to the
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northward of our ssarch, Some major enemy units will have to

ratlre for repalr and will ne out of aation during the month,

¥nemy plone losses i: October were exceseive,

‘thile the enemy may still retein the balance of sea
power in the IOLOMCNS area, the margin seems too small to risk
a grand offens ve. It ia oconsidered more probable that the
enemy will - for November - be oontent to:

(a) Strengthen positions and continus fighting on shore

at GUADALZANAL and NE./ QUINEA,

{b) Make air attacks on our nositions and shipping in
the JOLOMNCNT, NEW GUINEA, and that part of AUSTRALIA in
raeach,

(¢) Attack our communications to the “GTNVONT with
submarinesa and surfaoe vessels, |

(d) 3holl our shore positions in the JOLCMONZ,

{e) Possibly raid, our position at IZODIRITY 3ANTO,

These operations will be along the lines discussed in
last month's estimate, - rememhering that the capecity of the
enemy to conduct sucoh operations has been reduced by Octobar
losses. The remark'applies to the operations listed in para-

graph 7 of the October Estimate,
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November 2nd,

Lieut, General Holcomb, USMZ, was present at the usual
morning conference,

Jopac operations are in his 030130, Unloading of our AKs
in the TULAGI-GUADALCANAL area proceeded during the day without
serious interruptions, As noted yesterday, the landing of the
8th Marines and the ACCRN group is now planned for the 4th {locel).

During the night the enemy succeeded in landing a Setr-number——ef 50 we
troops in the vicinity of KOLI, GUADALCANAL,

The PLIIMGER reported two hits on an enemy CL in I'DISPuUNSI-
BL® STRAIT,

The SIMNER has been ordered to survey FIUNAAITI, At thet
place four PTe arrived for duty there,

The Central and North Pacific Areas were miiet.

There 18 no new information regarding enemy denloyments
or intentions,

Cominch 021618 pink is an exolanation of the rnlease of
the news of the "ORNET ainking,

et

November 3rd,.

Lieut, General Molcomb, USHC, Lieut, General Emmons, USA,
MaJor General Lutes, USA, and PP ocommenders were present at the
usual morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz, Captain Mofsll
told of the 'CRNET engagement on Qotoher 25th,

The operations in the Sopac are reported im Consopeo
040146, The trensport group arrived at GUADALCANAL without meet-
ing opposition and ocommenoced unloading, (CTF 65 040725 and CTP 62
0#0235?. The llarines were moving troops to deal with the enemy

landing mede nesr KOLI yesterday and are holdine the line to the
west of our position.

CTF 61 040235 pink gives information on the enemy line-up
for the battle of Coteober 25th,

The general situation at GUADAICANAL 1s not unfavorabdble,
Wie have had no real interruption in providing logistic support
and sending in reinforcements. Apparently the enemy knows exactly
what we are doing but is unable to do much about it. Planes

(Continued on mext page) 1151
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November 3rd, (Continued)

reported approaching in the past two days are not reported as
having arrived, Tt is hoped that our escorts arriving with the
transnorts and freighters will shell the enemy positions as
often as possiosle, The situation will not always permit this,
out whenever done it helps our Marines,

ARD-2 arrived at NUINEA,

Both the CHIESTER and SAN JUAN are being sent to OVDNKY
for repalirs,

It now anpears that the COOLIIGE cannot be salvaged, but
& properly equipped expedition oan salvage much of the aargo,

General Marshall has ordered General Fmmons t 0 nmove

immediately to AUSTRALIA for npermanent assignment 15 replacement
B-24Ls5 with 17 combat orews,

Cinovpac 030015 pink deals with increase of effactiveness
of defense at TANTON,

The YYALE has completed the first Pac Pleet offensive
mining mission by making a plant of contaot minea in the eastsrn

part of FII """IDO, That sub also renorts five torpedo hits in
four freiphters,

It seems probable that “P 345 foundered in the rioinity
of LAYSAN ITTAND,

There are some indications that the enemy will attempt to
resume his all out attack on GUADALCANAL in the neer future, Wg

belleve that he has superior sea power In the area, but may not
knw it,

AL
Ve
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At his norning conference, which was attended by Jeneral
‘lolcomb and TF commanders at PIA"L, Admiral Nimitz read sxtracts
from a letter written by Admiral !lalsey on QOotober 3lst, The
following were high points: (a) The day before the battle of
October 25th, the ENTERPRISE had operationasl losses whioh amounted
to 12 plenes; (b} fighter control during the battle was not too
good; (o) heavy demape is bLelleved inflioted on the enemy during
the battle - maybe e SV was sunk; (d) the PCIRTFR was lost due to
a battle freak - hit by a oroaching olroling enemy torpedo; (e)
an enemr nlane landed on the forecastle of the 2UITH ceusing an
enormous fire hut the ship kept right on fighting; (f) while en-
route NOIMEA the MAHAN collided with the SOUT!! DAKGTA; (g) the
SUUTIT DAXOTA is not sariously demaged, hut may have to return to
PEARL because of collision damage; (h) Admiral iialsey will not keep

5Vs and 3Ys at sea continuously in submarine infested waters; (1)
lozistics in the South Paciflic 1lm a headache,

November 4th,

The day in the JSouth Pacific was generally aulet, ue
were enrapged in reinforeing our X LONON® nositlons and the enemy
was thousht to be reorganizing for another socuthward push., Commo-
pac 050524 is a summary to the evening of the 4th (local). During
the night two enemy ships were renorted in the vicinity of CAPE
"ETPERANCE, Comsopac has requested the NEW ZEALAND authorities to
provide NEW ZEALAMD troops for the renlacement of one U, 7, in-
fantry hattalion and regimental headonuartere at TONGATATU, Thie
is in addition to NEW ZEALAND troops previously requested, Trans-
portation could be avallahle at JELLINGTON on November 1PRth,

It seems indicated that the loss of the IUCLILTE wae due
to nerlirence and disohedience of orders on the part of the laster
of that vessel, Uomsopao ia investipating.

There was a possiole sub contact 10 miles south of riut0
I[EAD, i

The 5-31 reports sinking 1 large Jk off PAGKUIILINO -
erain demonstratine that S-boats skillfully handled ocan infliot
important demage on the snemy.

A nightly dispersal from the anchorage in the BUIN-FAISI
area is reported, A photograph shows a TV at RABAUL on the after-

noon of the 5th (local). There are no furthar indications of
ma jor enemy moves,

The following is a summary of demape inflioted by oar-
riers of TF 61 on Ootober 25th, as raported by OTF 61: ~

THOKAKY Class CV - 2 - 500f b hits .
2nd Do - L to 6 1000 bomb hite

(Continued on next page) \ 1153
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November 4th. { Continued)
KONGO Clasa BB - 2 - 1000 bdomd hits
Unidentified CL - 1 - 500¢ bomb hit
ATAGO Class CA - } - poseible torpedo hit
1 - possible 500f bomb hit

TOUR Class JA - 5 = 500# buub hits

2nd Do - L - 1000f bombd hits
MACHI Class CA - 3 - torpedo hits

Planes destroyed:
Jertain 67; prohable 23, total 90,

There is atill doubt ss to the source of the preas re-

loase concerning the ORHET,
|
me
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November 5th,

Jomsopac 052358 is a summary of operations in that areas
to the 5th local, As there is inoreasing delay in receiving
action and hattle reports from Admiral Halsey he was requested
to pass these along prow;tly in addition to his daily sumnmary,
Jommunication faclilities avallasle to Adni:ral llalrey are not
rood but constant effort for improvement is bdeingz npade,

The day was quiet, so far as is known., A flight of
enem’ nlanes revorted heading for "'TADALZAYAL ia unreported, A
enemy froup of 1 crulser and 16 DDs was cirhte* headines toward
the “HCRTLAND area during the day by search nlenes., Une oV,
L DD, several smaller combatant oraft, and 21 maru type were
reported at RATA'TL,

There i3 urpent need for 3000 ne e )bnlanced ratings
in the “outh Pacirfic Aresa,

- Two enemy ships, thoueht DDs, were renorted ahout 10
miles north of our ~osition at SUTADALCAMNAL,

nloading of all APs in the T'ADALCANAL area was oom-
pleted by early morning of the 6th {(local)., Murther novements
of troops end supnlies to the area are underway,

The CCNYINGHAN is beine patched by the 'NAVATO at LALAITA
and should leave for ETPIRITU SANTO in the next day or so.

Cominch (051524 »ink)is disturbed about the multinliecam-
tion of special commanda in the Sopac area and desires Admiral
Nimitz t®» discuss the matter with hir at the next meeting,

At the requast of Comsopac the SULINER will report to
him for survey dusy - probabdly at RECPIRITU ANTG,

Jongopac assumes that the Jrd iaider Jettalion will be
ready for duty assigned on December 1lst,

The Central Pacific and North Pacific areas were quiet.
In the ALFUTIANS CTF 8 reports that weather conditions hava
become so severe that fueling at sea 18 now rarely nossiile,

There are no new enemy develonments, L-
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Koveriber 6th. ey ) o

Genera) Emrions and the usual Task Force Cormmanders were
present at the morning conference held bty Admiral Nimitz. The
meneral situation in the Pacific Ocean Areas was reviewed,

Juring the late afternoon planes from GUADALCANAL atvrack-
ed an eneny force of 1 CL and 10 DDs discovered approaching GVACAL-
CANAL about 60 miles northeast of ISABEL ISLALD and obtained 2
torpedo hilts and one 1CO0# bomb hit on the CL, 1 torpedo hit on
a DD, and shot down 12 enemy planes, Our losses were four F4F4s
and three pllots, It is indicated that enemy ahipns hed on toard
a rcllef force to be landed near TASAFARCNGA PCINT.

The MAJABA was torpedoed while diachargine carr-o in the
vicinlty of LUNKGA POINT, and was beached, All armrmuinition had been

landed. Eye witneases Lelieve a mldret or very samall enemy sub
was responsible,

Comsopac 070150 #ilves operations to the mornine of the
6th (local),

Comanpac 061345 1a comment on Cominch message recardins
the rmltinlication of base commands in hls area.

During the day Comaopac reorvanized two ma)or task forces.
TF 16 under Rear Admiral Kinkaid 1s the new CV force and TF 65
under Rear Admiral Callachan 1s the new crulser force,

Vice Opnav 062139 gives the loading of Seeheen, etc,,
in the KT. VERNON and JUPITER for NOUMNEA to arrive early in

December, and the nlans for sallin,~ the CCALKINE movement and
ACORIS 3 and 4 for Sopac,

The 147th infantry less two battalions 13 scheduled to
arrlve at AOLA DAY from TONGATABU durinc the last half of LKovem-

ber, When thls outfit arrives there w'll be over 2000 Army troops
at AOLA DAY,

A sutmarine was reported off the liorth Coast of CALIFCR-
KIA.

Present indlecations are that the planting of minefislds
at ADAK wlll be completed tomorrow, Priotographs indiosts.
enemy actlivity at ATTU,

The enemy continues to reinforce and suppl:
GUACALCANAL., It may well be that when the number
13 consldered sufficient, the enemy will make a ac
tack on our nositlons, employing surface ships, aip,
troops to the 1imlt of their resources in the genersl
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November 7th,

At 1730 local & force of 4 CL's and 5 DD's was sighted
about 125 miles north of GUADALCANAL and apparently headed for
that place. Last night and again the nlght before PT boats offl
GUALALCANAL report hitting enemy DD'a, Comsopac 080101 summarizes
operations in his ares to the afternoon of the 7th local. A 2-
man sub 1s clalmed sunk by a plane off CAPE ESPEKANCE. This Ry
e the sub that hit the MAJABA off LUNGA. Rear Admirsl Turner
will command TF 67 and expects to land reinforcementa at QUADAL-
CANAL on the 12th local, This move involves one Army regiment,
one Marine aviation engineer battalion, and 2000 Marine replace-
ments--a total of sbout 6000 men. Two companies of Varine 2nd
nlder Battalion were landed at AOLA BAY during the day. Good
prosress is belng made on the sirfields at GUADALCANAL, and the
tank farm for avges there should be unloaded Iin the near future,.

Comarphibforsopac 072358 deals with enemy troops at
GUADALCANAL as learned from captured documents.

Comsopac 290251 gives plans for air base cormands in
his area. .

i

There 18 some evidence of mining off LUNGA end the
HOVEY has been ordered to sweep the area on the 10tk (local).

She will also deliver a deck load of avgas to add to the meagre
supply.

In the Central Paclfic the only activity above routine

1s the search for a PBYSA down off JOHN3TON and s B-24 down en-
route OAEU to CANTON,

Seven float @ VF were sipghted at HOLT2 BAY, ATTV,
Yesterday. This is not taker as a resumption of enemy activi-
ty there. Enemy subs continue small &ctivity In the central
Aleutians, There are indications of some personnel trouble
with merchant vessela in ALASKA which 1s belng investipated,

The QRAYLING reports getting two torpedo hita in a
CHIYODA class AV off TRU

There is nothing new concerning enemy deployments or
intentions. It continues almost certain that main enemy interest
is In the Southern SOLOKOKS, (!
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Movenber 8th

At the usual morning confarence hald by admlial Hixitz,
and attended todmy by General Ermons and TF Zomnanders, ‘tsar
Admiral lurray, who was recently JT¥ 17, told of his activities
in October - especinlly on the 5th and ?5th, The poor performanos
of our DI} torpedoes was commented on #nd {8 A matter of serious

concern, Admiral Hlnltz congratulated admiral llurrmy for the
fine work done by TF 17.

The day 1n the South Prcifir was aulet, Jonmopac L5 L26
13 the operations swmary, Admiral icott comments on the present
enployment of the ATIANTA in hls OR0020, .4lso, he oolnts to a
disadvantare in the emnloyment cof PTs north of “UADALZANAL, The
EDGAR ALLEN 20T 1s renorted to have heen tornedoed south of
NCT1EA, Comso?bQO?L? f#1ves further details on the condition of
the “NTRAPRIZE, Vice Admiral ‘lmlsey has closed hia administra-
tive office at AUCLLAYD and 1a consolidating his ataff at NUIMEA,

The RALEZIGH made a aween along the reported position

of an enemy patrol line south of the SILIEHTT with nepntive re-
sults, .

There 1s strong indication of A prand scala' offennive

aimed at GTTADALCAIIAL to be undertaken by the ensmv.in the very
near future,

The Tollowine is an estimate of the maximum enemy Sur-
face comhatent force that can he emnloved In the Cl:i. Il ares for
the offensive in the next week:

L "B, 2 3V, 5 2A, 6 L, 21 DD,
It must be noted that some of these units may have some damage,

Our surface force avallable to opnose thet offennlve
is:

2 B3 (one damaged), 1 2V (damaged), & Su, & 3L,
33 DD (some required for escort),

Cominch 081505 pink and Zingnac OR214L5 »ink dealsa with
the employment of the IILLUSTRI™YI” 4n the Pacific Tleet,

Cincpac 092107 pink gives an estimate of eneny Iinten-
tions in the 30LOMONS,
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Novermber 9th.

At the usual morning conference Rear Admiral Kason told
of the attack on the HORNET which resulted in her loss.

Conasgpac 100516 18 the operations summary for that ares.
The Army ﬁ&gs&gﬂl“ﬁhigi3fé&_h.An_maxlns_nsa&wcrdﬁaho—p-o&-co-

dews hame succeeded in surrounding a Jap force of undetermined
size in the vicinity of TETERE, (Comgen lst Marines 092359).

A group of & DD's was sighted and attacked by the avening air
gearch Just off the northeast coast of NEW¥ GEORGIA and these
ships arrived in the vicinity of CAPE ESPERAICE at 2230 (local).
The ATLANTA group will arrive at JUADALCALAL tomorrow, and Rear
Admiral Turner's group of reinforcementas are scheduled to arrive
the day after, lis support group 1s preceding the AP's and 1i»
due to arrive one hour before midnight, The SOUTHALD reports the
probable sinking of a Jap sub between SAN CRISTOPAL and GUADAL-

CATAL, The FLETCHER reports a possible sub contact to the oast
of SAll CRISTORAL,

General lkacArthur will comply with the request of Con-
sopac for maxlmum alr effort acalnst shippine in the BUINFAISI-
TONOLET area during the period 11-14 November (local) Inclusive.
Today at least €1 sh!ips were renorted by a coast watcher in that
area Including slx cruisers and 33 Di's., Another coast watcher
report from that area atates four probable B's there,

Comsopa¢ has requested that elcht P-30's be flown from
AUSTRALTIA to GUADALCANAL at once,

During the day subs were reported slghted off 3AN PEDRO
and near DUTCH HARBOR. CTF 8 reports the ADAK mining project
completed in his 092045,

It 1s generally believed that Zed day for the landing
of enemy Army troops on GUADALCANAL 1s November 13th locasl. This
13 expected to be a imJor effort to recapture UUADALCANAL. TP 61
has been put on one hours salling notice at NOUKEA, but if the

attack starts as belleved,it will have to get underway at once A

L™ 4
to intercept.

oss
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Eovember 10th.

Sopao operations through the 10th local are in Comsopas
110251. Comaopao 102102 ordered TP 16 to sortie at 10 a.m. today
from NOUMEA and prooeed toward GUADALCANAL, Two air attacks wre
made by the enemy this morning, The enemy lost a total of 5 sews
and 8 bombers out of 17 seros and 35 bombers attacking. We lost
7 ¥4F, and five pilots. The ZEILIN was demaged by three near mis-
;oa %g thz rirst attaok gtd-ucluo tg“nu-t i‘or lgl’gm SANTO,
O other demage was roported. Comgen Mardiv Tepores
ground eotivities and the air strike on 5 DDs 210 miles north of
QUADALCANAL on the evening of the 10th (looal)., Just before nid-
night Rear Admiral Callaghan's force arrived off the Marine poesi-
tion and ocontinued to the westward of GUADALCANAL without
on contacts, The APs under Rear Admiral Turner are due at
au, ANAL at dewn tomorrow, TF 67 approaching GUADALCANAL has
been sighted and reported by enemy searoh planse,

Comsopac has ordered three of his subs to the vieinity

of a point 75 miles northeset of ISABEL ISLAND, ‘ |
TF 66 has deen formed as an escort force. CTP 66 will be

the administrative type commander for destroyers, South Peoifio,

Consogao 11095, believes that two weeks treining for a
British CV will suffioce i1f we use our own airoreft, bomds, key
perasonnsl, eto,

The 9th Defense Battalion which arrived at NOUMEA today
has been assigned to TF 62 for duty et GUADALCANAL,

Eneny submarinee continue sotive in the SOLOMONS area.
One was reported 15 miles east of LUNGA POINT

Cominoh has approved the reorganisation of the Sopao Mar-
ines as outlined in Comsopao 312126,

The SEAWOLF reported sighting a large CV and 2 DD depart-
ing from PALAU for the South during the late afternoon.

CTF 8 reports an air atteok on oeNeRy planes at ATIVU aad
& minor air attack at KISKA. Thers are indiocations of renswed
enemy activity im that area, This may be in the nature of a diver-

sion. ATIU 1» mentioned and minor aotivity reported by sud reocon-
naissance on AMCHITKA,

Ef our reading of the mail is oOrrTect is Z ninns
2 day and the striking foreoes will attaok GUADALO tomorrow,
There are no indiocations of reids or other major enemy sotivities
in the Paocific exoept as noted abdove in the .

As a result of our landing in North Afries on the 7th,
:%ghy France broke diplomatio relations with us at 1930 on Novemdes

T ]
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November Jith

General Emmons and TF oommanders at PEARL attended the
usual morning conference held by Admiral Nimits,

Comsopac 120059 is the operations sunmary for that area,
The good news of the day is that 20 to 25 enemy to 0 bombers
escorted by 8 zeros were shot down by our planes AA when
they attacked our shipping off GU. ANAL, Rear Admirsl Turner's
foroe arrived as scheduled and was attacked in the early afterncon,
Other flights were reported coming in but it is not reported whe-
ther or not they arrived, Rear rel Calleghan's foroe mede two
aweeps 10 the westward then took a covering position to the weste
ward of SAVO. The APs and AKs were expectsd to retire from the
area during the night of the 12th (looal),

Our searoh Bglanel reported the following enemy forces
during the day: 2 or CA, 1 oruiser, 6 DD, 270 miles northeast
of ISAREL ISLAND; 5 DD 110 miles north of ISAREL; 2 CV, 2 DD west
of GUADALCANAL, There were several enemy search plane oontaots in
the SOLOMONS area. An enemy sub was reported north of LUNGA POINT,

Fragmentary reports have bogn to arrive indicating a
battle near SAVO during the night. e PO steering engine
was disabled and a tow recussted, and the ATLANTA said she needed
assistance, Other known details are in Cinopao 122037 pink.

Cinopac 120031 pink is further information on the emaploy-
ment of the ILLUSTRIOUS,

FANTAN 090334 18 a report of airfield construotion at SUVA,

ComSWPao reports that a small Allied corvetts engaged

two enemy ralders at 19-50 S, 92.40 E, One ralder was reported hit
and afire and the corvette was damaged, .

The landing field at FUNAFUTI was ~ut in ocommission oy

ComGen STRAW on November £, It is now 250' x 3500, and will be
extended to 300' x 6000'.

The 147th Infantry is now loaded in the PRETIDENT HAYRS
at BLEACHER,

The first seotion of TP 11 will FEARL for the

south tomorrow and the seoond seotion will leave when the NCHTH
CAROLINA 1» ready - about the 17th.

CTF 2 reports a medium tanker and one DD at HOLTZ BaAY,
Thers are several indiocations of renewed eneny notlut!oln the

ALEUTIANS, tut because of great enemy activity in the SOLOMORNS it
1s believed that no major effort is probable in the north,

Cinopac 120635 indicates the need for APs and AXs for O
training purposes on the West Coast. o’

Cu-
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ioverber 1Ztn

Ueneral Emmons and Task Force Commanders at PEAHL were
present at the usual morning conference held by Admiral Kimits,
All »resent were brourht up to date regarding current operations.

The day in the 3outh Paci’ic was nne of rreat activity,
Ag noted yesterday, a battle was workins up in the vielnity of
SAVC ISLALNG, €TF €7 had completed & gonod percentare of unload-
'ng and denarted durin- the evening. lis three part 130115 reports
the shellinc of enemy poaltlons by crulzers and destroyers at
VALDALCATAL during the unloading, and of alr attacks, and of
percentoce of unloading,. ilear Admiral Callachan's crulser and
destroyer rroup were to intercept tie enemy approaching SUALAL-
JAVAL, Rear Admiral Scott in the ATIANTA with 4 .. of Tesron 12
Jolred lear Admiral Callashan,

At 0310, loecal, off LTNGA POINT, the PORTLAND requested
alr coverage and tow, having been hit by a torpedo, At C705, local,
the HEIENA orljinated & message, a&s scnior ship, saying that the
HETELA, 3AY FRANCISCO, JUNEAU, O'BAINON, FLETCHER and SEWENTTwere
proceeding toward ESTIRITU SAlTO at 15 knots. All these sh!')s are
reported damaged. By 10, &.m., local, Comsopac had acccounted for all
his shlps except the ATLANTA and 5 IDs, Shortly thereafter Comsocnac
zave detalls of the dsmage to the PORTLAND and ATLANTA in his 122322,
By 1100 the AARON WARL reported beinc towed to TULAGI for examination
of damage to enrlnes and tollers. By the afternoon the ATLANTA was
sinking and had te be abandoned, Comsopac ve those on the spot
authority to use discretion in destroving the ALTANTA, 7he PURT-
LAND was belng towed to TULAGI at this time, At 1755, locel,
there were about 1400 survivors of Rear Admiral Callachan's farce
ashore at GUAZALCANAL. During the evening RDO TULAGI asked
whether or not to torpedo the NONSSEL, The extent pf damage to )
two other Ll'a 1s not completely reported, Preliminary informatlion
of damage Infllcted on the enemy includes the Aisabling of o

¥OXG0 Class BB and one CL by tornedoes and bombs. One ecnem hip
was reported blown up,

/

As the results of the morning a'r searcles tame in, the
folilowlng enemy forces were reported:

FONGC Class BR vicinity of 3AVO,

1l BB, 3 DD = 40 miles north of GUATALCANAL.

1 CV, 1 BR, 3 UD = 230 nlles northest of GUADALATALAL,
with 3 cruirers and at lesst 4 DDs about 50
miles to the eastward of this CV group,

10 AP, 12 crulsers and destroyers heading toward and
about 50 miles from BUIN, oot

1 BR, 5 DD = 45 miles north of LUNGA with 1 BR, 1 crutser
4 OU near that position about 1i hours laterg,

Gw, 1162
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overmber 12th {Cont'd)

2 Ch, 1 0D = 330 miles northeast of LALAITA,

In the afternoon there was reporteds

1 EB, 1 5D - 150 miles north of and headins toward
GUADALCAKAL,

1 CV east of MATAITA,

A large ship 60 mlles north of GUAJALACABLAL.

7F 10 had been ordered to support GUACALCANAL and the
withdrawal of cur daraged unitas, operating to the south of 3GLONOKS.
As a result of these sirhtings TF €4 waa formed with 2 RRg and 4
503 to prevent the bombardment of our GUADALCAKAL poslition durinug
the comins nisht. The remainder of TF 16 was directed to continue
operations to tie southweat of GUADAI.CALAL,striking sultable
tarrets, TF 04 cannot reach an interceptinc position before DRCC
local tomorrow but the ENTERPRISE sroup will be in a position to
strike in the GUADALACANAL area at daylight temorrow, The
ENTERPRISE flew 1n some planes to GUATALACANAL, probably because
her damace (70 effective estimated) will not permit her to
operate a8ll of her plunes effectivelw.

Comalrsopac stated he would attack ecnem— crulsers if ;
they approached VANIKORC with 8BDs and TEFs from ESPITIRY SANTC,

Luring the day two strikes of B-17s were launci.ed.
The first strike of 8 B-17s falled to get hits on the RP northwest
of GUADALCANAL, and the other strike 18 not renorted,

At least flve enemy plane strikes were made on GUALAL-
CALAL. None were reported reaching that place,

vuring the day it became doubtful 1f there were any
enemy CVs in the SOLOMONS area,

Alr forces from the SW Pacific attacked shinping in the
BUIN area wlth good results, and Admiral Halsey requested further
attacks on the APs. lle alpo requeated that 18 B-24g be alerted

in the 3% Pacific for a flight to ESPIRITU SANTO, or EFATE, or
NEW CALEDONIA, as designated later,

During the evening GUADALCANAL directed the sinking of
the ATLANTA tomorrow at daylight,

Shortly after midnight GUADALCANAL reported being heavily
shelled by naval gunfire. The last shalling there caused serious
damage and so this report causea much concern.

The enemy has postponed Z day until the l4th (Local).
Thus tomorrow may be another very exciting day. %We continue to

(Continued on next page) QU"\ 1163
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November 12th. {Continued)

be optimistiec, Our forces will be in good position to come to
grips with the e

out of commission,

axtremely

to the east of FORMOSA,

three week
are though

nemy, and if pgunfire 4did not put HENDERSON field '

our Marine pilots should make the landing
costly,

The PINBACK reportas sinking 27,000 tona snemy shipping

The pilot of the Rickenbacker plane which landed
3 ago was rescued today off PUNAFUTI,
t in rubber boats near the pos

at sea
As other personnel

ition where the pilot was L
rescued, there seems some chance of saving them, v
November 13ith. E

Continuing with the narrative of yesterday Comsopas

130428 desoribes some results SAVO action. The ATLANTA wes
sunk by our forces after damage received from the enamy had
completely wrecked her. It is found from enemy survivors thet
our forces may have engaged two eneay groupli - 1lst 2 BB, 1 OL,

6 DDa; 2nd 2 BBa, 2 CAs, The PORTLAND and

N WARD arrived

at TULAGI for temporary repairs to permit them to withdrew, The
MONSSEN probably was torpedoed by our own foroes,

(1)
(2)
(3)
(&)
(5)
(6}

(7)

Morning searches discovered the following enemy foroes:

A oonvoy of 12 AP off the northern ocoast off the noxrth
coast of NEW GEORGIA headed southeast,

A group of 25 ships southwest of ISABRL ISLAND headed
southeast,

5 ships (one damaged) 75 miles northeast ISASEL ISLAND
headed northwest,

A "large force" of oruisers and DDs 60 miles northeast
of ISAMEL ISLAND headed south,

2 BB, 1 CL, 11 DD just off the east coast of NEN¥ GEOR-
GIA on southeast heading.

1 BB, 1 CL, 2 DD 60 miles south of SHORTLAND ITLAND aad
head{nz to'that plece,

Several eneay patrol planes,
Other minor comtacts were made, -

1164
(Comtinued on mext page)
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SECRET
November 1ith. (Continued)

Photos yesterday show one direct hit and two near mis-

sed by B-17s in first drop on BB of the FUSO “lass, and a ssoond
drop claims three hits,

The orders for TF 16 and TF 6L are shown in Comsopao
131730,

Both the planes from the ENTEIPRISE (See Comsopao li~
1020) and from GU ANAL attacked enemy foroes approaching im
the vicinity of the NEW GRORGIA @roup. As a result of these air
attacks Comgen CACTUS reported 11 enemy AP, 6 of whioch were dam-
aged, and several DDs were milling around 60 Riles northwest of
SAVO at 1600 local and asked CTF AT he could strike. The re-
sults of B-17 and PBY atrikes during the day wam not reported.
ComNavUnit CACTUS 140716 1s his belief of enemy oonditione.

As GUADALCANAL plenes operated sucgessfully during the

day 1t 1s assumed that last nights shelling aid not seriously
demage the airfield,

The FLYING PISH made an unsucoessful attaok on the foroe
of oruisers and DDs northeast of ISABEL, CTF 42 readjusted sud

positions in the hopes of getting the cripnles, or any other
prime targets, '

At 1903 local CTF 64 stated he would e¢nter east of RUS-
SEL at 2200, At 2000 a plane reported a naval battle to the
westward of RUSSEL ISI.A.NB. This report is not understood, CT7
64 reported being off LINGA at 2245, At 2322 CTT 64 reported
"engaging enemy",

SAN FRANCISCO damage and casualties are reported in
his 14,1058 and 141115. The loss of the JUNEAU by enemy torpe-
does 18 reported in the HELENA's 14,1406, It is oertain that
Captain Young of the SAN FRANCISCO was killed, but no report has
been made conserning Rear Admiral Callaghan.

Comgen lat MarDiv 132233 reports activities on the 12-
13 looml,

The first NEW ZEALAKD troops to earrisoa WOUMEA should
arrive there November 16th,

The PRESIDENT HAYES with Arny troops from BLEACHER em-
barked has been ordered to ESPIRITU SANTO,

For the first time in this oanpaign P=)8e¢ and B-26s are
reported at GUADALCANMAL, &

(Continwed on next page) 1168
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Bovember 13th. (Continued)

The personnel of the Riokenbacker plane, except one man
who dled at sea, have been saved,

The Central and North Pacifioc areas wers quiet.
As the day ends it seems most prohable that while we

have suffered severe losses in ships and personnel, our gallant
shipmates have again thwarted the enemy, If so, thie may well

be the decisive battle of this campaign, Lﬁ
November Muth.
General Emmons and the usual Task Force nders

were present at Admiral Nimit:z's morning oonference.

As previously noted our BB group had been ordersd to

garallal the SOLOMONS 50 miles to the weetward and the ENTER-

RISE group to parallel 100 miles to the westward, The subse-
quent aotion of our Bgmlu desoribed in CTF 64k 150355,
Probably because the SE damage would not permit her
planes to operate effiociently, 54 were flown off to GUADALCANAL
At the end of the M; BBs and the ENTERPRISE were retuming
to NOUMEA and the ISE planes will prooceed to RSPIRIN
SANTO as soon as oonditions warrant., Comsopac 150355 and 151310
give demage to own and enemy foroes. The ln.ll and air bombdard-
mant are oredited with the destruotion of all four enamy AKs

beached in the viocinity of TASSAFARONGA POINT, While a great
many of the details of the events of the day in the ral GOAD-. .
ALCANAL aree are not yet kmown, it 1s certain that, TF 67, 64,

and 16 inflioted such heavy damage on the enemy that the push
was ocmpletely broken up and the enemy was forced to retire,

During the retirement of TP 64 the WASHINGTON and SOUTH
DAKOTA were attacked by enemy air,

A summary of our losses and damege is:

Lost: ATLANTA, JUNBAU, MONSSEN, WAIXE, LAFFEY, PRESTON,
Probably lost: BARTON, CUSHING,

Severely damaged: SOUTH DAKOTA, SAN FRANCISCO, PORTLAND,

Damaged: HELENA, FLETCHER, O'PANNON, STERRETT, WRNHAM
GNIN, AARON WARD. ’ y ’

(Continued on aext page) 1166




SECRET
Hovember lith, (Continued)

Personnel loss is not known, but inoludea Rear Admirsl
Callaghan and three of his staff, and Captain Young - all of

whom were in the SAN FRANCISCO and were killed during the night
action of TP 67.

i

The enemy losses are not acourately knowa. It is safe
to assume at least the following:

3
Sunk: 32 AP(AK), 3 CA, 9 DD,
Severely danmaged: 1 RB,
Damaged: 1 BB, several oruisers and DDa,

SN Pac air is expected to strike damaged ships reported
entering the BUIN~FAISI area,

We still have to hear of what was acoomplished by TP
63, TF 42, GUADALCANAL air, and the PTs,

The INDIANA group arrived at BALEOA and will prooesd at
once to the 3South Pacifice.

Batdiv 4 has been diverted to NANDI, The SARATOGA
group will cross the equator next Monday,

The MANLEY and MoKEAN will land 2 oompanies of the 2pd
Raider Battalion at AOLA BAY and will also tow i PTs to TULAOI.

We are two days bshind on reports rrom General Vande-
grirft, No major land action is reported.

Vice Opnav 141926 gives plens rfor NEW ZEALAND air em- ;
. ployment and requests CinC Pac and Comsopac views.

The Central Pacific area was quiet.

R R

In the North Paoifioc AA fire was encountered by our
planes at ATTU and landing barges were aighted, Possible enemy

radio aotivity was reported at AMCHITKA,
y 8 " L

e T
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November 15th.

General Emmons and the Task Force Cormanders at Pearl were
present at the usual morning conference.

It 13 now definite that the enemy offensive was ocompletely
stopped. It 1s probable that damege we inflioted on the en
i1a greater than received by us. As striking foroces of both
3ides have retired from the GUADALCANAL area and can hardly be
in large soals action in the near future, it appears that now
is the time to move in supplies and to relieve *ired Marine
amphibious troops. CTF 62 has already started a movement of
supplies to GUADALCANAL.

The ENTERPRISE, SOUTH DAKOTA, WASEINGTOR » and screeni
DDs are enroute NQUMEA. The NORTHAMPTON, PENSACOLA, and 3
(TF 18.6) are at ESPTRITU SANTO waiting orders where they will
be Joined by the LRANDER., The PORTLAND and AARON WARD are mak-
ing temporary repairs at TULAGI. The BENEAX and OWIN are limp=

ing toward ESPIRITU SANTO and are being escorted by the SRAW
and NICHOLAS,

CTF 62 151012 (2 parts) gives results of recent action
after conference with commnding officers engaged. Comsopao
161124 also summarizes results of the battle.

Oomgen 1st Marines 152246 reports action on GUADALCANAL,
including air activity.

C.0.3. Army & Cominoh 141928 (2 parts) %““ rocedure
for dlatribution, allcoation, and replacement of aireraft in
the Pacifio Ocean Areas. )

Beoause of a report of sighting an eneay land plane by
our search plane 675 miles NW OARU, condition ONR was ordered
at mldnight, The enemy threat 4did not materialisze and normal
conditions of alert wers resumed about eight hours later,

Exoept for two reports of enemy submarines the Central
and Korth Paoific areas were quiet,

A

Our
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SECRRET
Novembor 6th.

As the Commanding Gemeral, Hawaiien Department, the
Commander, Hawaiilan Sea Frontier, and Tuskx Poroge Gm&nn at
PEARL are sither present in person or represented at the daily

morning conference held by Admiral Nimits, notation will not de
made except to note absentees,

There was no aotion with the eneny in the Pagifio Ocean
Areas yesterday except minor eir and su'marine oontacts, During
this lull in the South Pacific both the enemy and ourselves are
commencing to regroup, and to plan for the repair of damaged ships,
MajJor logistio support for the GUADALCANAL ared s underway,

Rear Admiral Turner expresses his views regerding the

force necessary to proteot our lines of communications to edvance
positions in his CTF 62 161133,

The action of the PORTLAND in the 3rd Battle of 3AVD
is in his 2 part 170304 and 170400. T™e PORTLAND elso sents
(160830) the account of the senior survivor of the PRESTUR, Cap-
tain Jenkins, senior survivor on GUADALCANAL desoribes other
losses and personnel ocasualties (RDO CACTUS 140358). The MEADR

150145 reports bombardment of enemy APs (AKs?) and the rescue of
survivors,

An enemy AK was reported stopped and smoking just west

of SAVD 1

The Marine reorganization in the South Pacifio is made
effective by Comsopac 1611k4.

Cinopac hes delegated to Vomsopac suthority for deploy-

ment and redistribution of Aray and Navy air orgenizations in
the South Pacifioc Areas,

Two enemy submarines were reported sirhted ofr CAPR
HINCHENSROOK, ALASKA,

There is indiocation that the enemy is again beooming
active in the BUNA area, So far the move of forces to that area
is of a minor nature., It is believed, however, that if the onemy
can find the means, they will plan to capture all of NEW GUINRA,

W

O~
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November 17th. j
The only enemy action of note in the Pacifioc during

the dey 1s the movement of troops and air to the vioinity of

BUNA, NEW GUINEA, It appears that the enemy is reinforcing
the position there.

The report of ENTERPRISE plane operations between
November 13 and 15 inolusive 18 in Comsopao 180655,

Comgen Mardiv 172205 reports GUADALCANAL operstions.

The PORTLAND will require the servioces of a tug whea

she leaves TULAGI, That ship recommends repairs be accomplished
at SYDNRY,

The delivery of supplies of all kinds to the GUADAL-
CANAL ares 1s now underway on a larce sosle.

The WICHITA, CLEVELAND, SUWANNEE, SANGAMON, JEMKINS,
MURPHY, RADFORD, WALIER and CONWAY have been ordered to pro-
osed to the Paoifio for duty at an early date, The 2ISE will
remain in the Atlantioc., Cominoh 180255 pink.

CTF 8 has been direoted to su'mit a plan as early as
practicasle for expulsion of Japs from the AI.&'TIAE‘. The plen

will also include consideration of early ooocupation of AMCHITKA
to deny it to the enemy as an air rield site,

Aside from minor enemy moves toward KISKA and BUNA,
there is no new information of enemy deployment or intentions.

November 18th- Cum-

Again the day was quiet in the South and Southwest Pa-
cific except for minor activity in the BUNA area. Our logistie
movements to the SOLOMONS are proceeding sstisfactorily aceord-
ing to plen, and when completed and bulk avgag storage instal-
led rmoh greater strength of our positions will result.

In his 190659 OTP 64 reports damage inflicted during
the night of 14«15 loocal. As someé of this was predicted and
reported by Comsopac, we are not yet ready to estimate
losses. It seems qn!’.te probable that damage inflicted is con-
siderably greater than the preliminary fragrentary reports in-
dicated. It may even be that our foroes in t south have in-
flioted decisive damage for this phase of the pampaign. In any
évent we can reasonably assume that with the arrival of TP 11
in the near future and the strengthening of GUADALCANAL now in
progress that we can expect to oontrol both the sesa and alr in

the 3outhern SCLOMONS, If the 25th Army Division oan bde t
in to GUADALCANAL to relieve the 1st hrimvhvium, ﬂa.Erinol
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Kovember 18th. (Continued)

can rest, reequip, and prepare for the next astep. As the sit-

uation now stands there seems to bs a good chance to starve
out the Japs on QUADALCANAL,

There were no new developments in the Central or North
Pacific areas,

In Clnopao 182131 1s & plan to withdraw Pacific Pleet
submarines from the South Pacific area in order to increase

o
patrols in Empire waters,

tr
Novepber 19th. CE!&—

The South Pacific oontinues quiet, Logistic support
of GUADALCANAL is proceeding amccording to plan, The pressnt
development of airplane fields at GUADALC is in Comgen 1lst
Mardiv 182338. Comsopac 201135 is a sumnary to the 19th loocal,'
It 18 now learned that damage infliocted on the enemy on Rov-
ember 1l4-15 by TF 6/ was not included in damage reports

made by Admiral ilalsey, On this basis a tentative estinste
damage to the enemy November 8-16 is

Sunk Ramaned

Type  (a)_ ()l  Totad {2 (] Ietal
.1; ] 1 1* 2* l l 2
CA 3 3 - 6 - 1% 1
CL 2 - 2 - - -
DD 5 l 7 6 é l ?
AI’ 10 - 10 L) - -
s 3 I 3 Dl

' - o
* BB or CA

** Tyne not atated

The remodeled AROGONAUT will leave PEARL abdout the 2)rd

for the South Pacific. Her new ocapablilities are shown in Come
subpag 20002},

The Central and North Pacific areas were quiet. Cinc-

pac 200923 requests olarifioation of the status of the bases
OSTLER and LINROUT,

The center of en intereat in the South haa shifted

from GUADALCANAL to the area, but there is nothing g: to
indicate anything like a major move toward NEW TFINna. re
|l‘l\
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November 19th., (Continued)
is nothing new learned of esnemy deployments or intentions,

except some activity at MUNDA, NEW GEORCIA and the indica- \;'t’
tions of further strengthening at BIKA.

datenhar 2QiR. “ I
The dl{ in the Touth Panifio was ot, Some enemy
submarine and aipr aotivity was noted bdbut aain intereet oon-

tinued to be the logistio supply of our SOLOMONS gouluoan and
the repair of damaged gqomdatant unita, cCoasepac 210600 refers
to plans for the 21lst (local). A flight of enemy planes were
reported coming in to CACTUS but no arrival report was reoceived,

Comsopac urges that Pacific Fleet sutmarines remain in his area

The tanker situation in the 3opac area ie discussed in
Cinopao 200925,

The dentral and North Paalfie arens wobe qulet,

Rear Admiral Giffen's force will leave the saet for
the Canal Zone, enroute to the Pacifio, on Deoembder Sth,

There are no new eneny developmente, hdd

November 21 ¢

The South Pacific ocontinues quiet, as is also the case
in the Central and North Pacifioc areas., The logistio support of
GUADALCANAL is prooudinf acoordi to plan without opposition.
No report of lend operations on MWADALCANAL was received during
the day. Minor enemy aotivity oontinues in the BUNA area, The
on is landing eome troops and materiala ay MUNDA, NEW RIINEA,

The Japa are to try t0 land troops and supplies on QUADALCANAL
from suhmarines,

Combatdiv SIX 211238 (2 parts) disousses the gunnery of

his part in the Jrd Battle of Savo and stressss the importance
of radar in nighv aoction,

Comsopaa 320120 comments On need of present APe and AKe
in his area,

Comsopao 210052 requests speed in delivery of PCs to his
area,

Cominoh 211800 desires further information on Cinopae l
_proposal to establish ComairsopacSubesm.

Oonsideration 40 bed ven %0 aonvert J edditional ODDe
%0 APDs far use l'ﬂ tlu Lmn Hﬂﬂ‘“. ’ A

Thers were no new enemy developments. Q}N\ 117:




SECRET

lovenber 32

The Bouth Pacific sontinues quiet, ALlr sesrches were
nega;tvo. Complete coverage was not possible due to bad
wea ther,

Comsopac 221037 is & summary of the day at QUADAL-

CANAL, Logistioc support is going in, including turkeys for
Thankeglving.

The BENHAM received a torpedo hit during the night
af 14=10 November off BAVO, During the following sfternoon
the ship was thought bronkinﬁhup and the orew was transferred
to the OWIN whe sank the BENBAK by aunfive,

fhers i the posaibility that the Japs are using
gaptured Allied planes to trail our forees.

Comsopac R88387 ‘1voa rgxrona of repair tp STERRIT,
BUGHANAN, and O'BANNON, The P ND 1s undermay for SYDNRY
sfter temporary repairs at TULAOL,

Comsopas 830818 is the Task Force reorganisstion of
tha ferees under his command,

Cominch 230032 pink directs the return of & subs to
Comsowespac and that 6 preferably 8 PT boats be placed at the
disposal of MaoArthur in response to the latter's request.

Cinopaoc 888188 1s & propossl fof redistribution of
Pagifio Fleet subas.

(‘I";"“ preped ed
Cinopac 222241''requests information of 4wesp command
relations at QUADALOANAL,

Cominon 281841 direots the tranafer of 4 APs and 8 AXe
from the Atlantic to the Psolific Pleet. This will ease the
training problem of TF 3.

The enemy continues aotive in the BUNA and MUNDA area,
There is some indioation that Jap CVs have returned to JAPAN
for reorganizing, refitting and training.
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SECRET
November 23rd.

There were no new developments in any Pacific Ocean Areas
today. Because of expected enemy submarin rations off

QUADALCANAL, Com Gen lst Narinee requeste foroes in
additional {-.o the PT'a, Patrs

The 30UTH DAKOTA will go to NEW YORK for battle damage
repair, and the SAN PRANCISCO will go to MARE ISLAND.

The proposed command set up at GUADALCANAL 1s shown in
ComSoPac's 240145, '

The enemy is planning reinforcements to the BUNA, MUNDA,
and OUADALCANAL area by destroyers. As previously mentioned
subs have been ordered to bring supplies and troops to ommf.-
CANAL, It 1p evident that the snemy 18 in no position to

dispute our command of the ses ares ln the BSouthern 30LONONS o
at this time, (W

Ar has been noted for several days, the th in
the 'louth and Nouthwest Paoific conscerns: (1) INA relief
foroe, {2) lemistio support of QUADALCANAL by submarines and DDs,
{3) a{.rengtheninp: the MUNDA position.

Our logistic support of GUADALCANAL ocontinues in s satis-
fsotory manner, Uomogno 2,0525 and 25121% summarize sotivities
in the Jouthern SOLOMONS, At 0320 the 26th (local) enemy planes
were reported over GUADALCANAL, -

Uomsopac belleves that the SANTA CIUZ ISLANDE csocupation
should oontinuelR to be held in mheyanoe because of conatruoe~

t%gnrgi fiaultien and desirability of avolding dissipation of
aI1orIt,

In_the SW Paoifio the allied troops are ?‘rouing the en
in the BUNA area, Of a reported mug of 1 CL and 4 DDs attac

by SWPao air to the southwest of RITAIN, two DDs are reported
hit and burning,

The NORTH CAROLINA has besen sent t A to join other BBs

auv
there, The MINNEAPOLIS, PERKINS, and DhY'l'ON will join TP 67
at PAPIRITU SANTO,

The LOUISVILLE, FRAZER, and OANSEVOORT depart PRARL for the
South tomorrow escorting APa loaded with the first combat teem

of the 25th Infantry Division,
@ 1174
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SECRET
November 24%h (Continued)
Cominch 232222 desoribes the LIMEQUT and OSTLER garrisons,

Cincpac olans for the seizure and oooupation of KITA, end
an estimate for the resumption of the Sopao otransivg,aro under- -

way, ﬁq
November 25th.
There were no major activities in the Pacifioc today,

Uomsopao 261300 is a summary for hisares, The AGLA projeect
has heen abandoned, Apparently the new unloading point 1s 3000
yards east of TCGAMA Point, (CTF 62 260458). Comsopac 250609
urges that Admiral Fitch's title be CTF 63 only and & reer admirsl
be ordered as Comuirsopaoc at NOUMEA, Cinopao oomments on this
in hils 260247 to Cominoh, The vort direotor setup in the South
Pacific is outlined in Comsopao 260632,

The master of the COOLIDGXE will he brought to trial, Both
Army and Navy have jurisdiction,

Cominoh 24,0330 (pink) relays SWPao despatch to Glnoano show-
ing that Admiral Carpender was not consulted bﬂ Genersl MacArthur
prior to his recent request to Washington for Haval foroes, It
also gives sub dlstribution in support of NEW QUINEA,

Cominoh 252330 (pink) suggests possibllity of relief of Marines
in SAMOA and HAWAII by the Army.

setid
A tanker wé:zatiaoked off 3San Franolsoo Bay today by an enemy

submarine,

CTF 8 252030 ggink) glves his estimate of enemy troop strength
in the western ALLUTIANS, The estimate seems a bit high. Cominoh
desires a report and recommendations of landing field possibilities
on AMCHITKA, The Army recommended against ocoupation for that

purpose in the early fall, CTF 8 will make & Survey as soon as
possible,

CTF 8 260155 (pink) 2 CLe and 4 DDs to intercept a convoy
indiocated now enroute KISKA,

Cominch 251659 indicates 73ritish units may soon report to
South Pacifio for duty,

The Army Signal Corps sesms to think eotion imminent at RARAUL,
Here it is believed that no major enemy activity in the 3outh
Pacific oan take place in the next two or three weeks,

(V¥

-
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SECRET

November 26

Comsopac 271254 is the daily summary of his area,
The report of 3000 Japs at REKATA is a much larger force than
had been estimated there. At 0434/828th local (-11) enemy planes
were reported over CACTUS. Thers ia some doubt concerning the
combat readiness of the 43rd Division, location of the Americal:
Division and 9th Defense Battalion, and the lst Raider Battalion.
Comaopac has been requested to keep Cinopsc informed of these and
the organization and strength of future troop movements.

Cominch 251415 1s sending 4 APas and 2 AXs to the Pac-
ific, leaving the east coast mid December. As 3 AP and 2 AKs are
to be loaded for the South Pacific it seems beat to send them as
planned. The need for APs and AKs in TP 3 for training is urgont.
Until the planned training there is completed no troops will be
avallable to oust the Japs from the ALEUTIANS. Because of this

Admiral Halsey has been asked to comment on the immediate relesse
to TF 3 of 3 AP and 2 AK,

NA WELLINGTOR 262230 gives Commodore Goddards views
on New Zealand air,

The reported submarine sighting off SAK FRANCISCO
yesterday now appears quite doubtful,

Cincpac 2623¢5 pink agrees in principle with the re-

lief of Marine ground and air units at SAMOA and HAWAII mentionsd
yesterday.

In the ALEUTIANS, the enemy convoy belleved enroute
to SEMICHI has been delayed 2 or 3 days, CTP 8 is attempting to
intercept with 2 CL and 4 DD, working with PBY gearoch. A

There are no new enemy developments. -

November 27 . . w-/

There were no major contacts with enemy units during
the day. Various sightings indicate an AK afire to the westward
of NEW GEORGIA, This deamaged ship is in & small group of DDs and
Marus apparently standing toward the SHORTLANDS area. The ALCHIBA
was torpedoed off LUNGA today. The ship was beached and when last
reported was on fire forward but unloading continued from the after

hatches., CTF 62 280309 suggests aweeps to reduce the hasard of un-
loading.

The INDIANA will joln up with other BBs at PIJI and the
COLUKBIA will go to BSPIRITU SANTO to joln the forae under Rear
Admiral Wright,

(Continued on next page) 1176




SECRET

Kovember 27 (Continued)

The HELENA 14000]1 gives additional deteails regarding
the 3rd Battle of 3avo, including detalls of the loas of the
JUNEAU,

Ground activity contlnues in the BUNA area, Nelther
gide 13 1ndlecated having the upper hand.

In the North Pacific Rear Admiral Smith with 2 CL and
4 DD 13 making a sweep toward ATTU in the hope of intercepting sn
enemy convoy which is indlicated bringing reinforcements and sup-
plies to the Western ALEUTIANS. B-26's were ordered tc attsck a
small AK reported in HOLTZ BAY. The planes reported 3 hits leav-
ing the AK on flre and sinking. The alr search which covered
ATTU and 3EMICHI reported negative results except for sighting
the above AX aground. A possible sub was also reported.

(P
There are no new enemy developments.

L
November 28th, CLU‘

The 3outh Pacific was generelly oulet durine the dax,
As 1t is helleved thaet en enemy convoy indicated as elrht s and
6 APs will attempt to land food at F'ADALCANAL tomorrow, .TF &7
wes ordered to proceed from WOTIRITT "ANTC with avallahle criuisers
and DDs to intercept,

bt Jomalofat

FNTEXPRISE engine repalrs are now comnlated and the
ship can make full nower. As hattle demase repeirs are not yet
permanently made, there will »e some reductlion in the relianllity
of air operations, No yard overhaul is pronosed at this time,
The CCLUMBIA mt RBLEACHER has turbine trouble vhich reducen her

?peed ?o 20 knots, The ship will arrive at NUOUMEA December 2
locsal],

Comsopac 280145, 291050 (passing lMacirthur's 271136),
and MacArthur's 291100 discuss Naval requirements to support NEW
GUINEA operations,

The enemy continues to receive desmage from T.Pec alr
in attempts to run convoys to the B'NA areas, A DD was reported
hit west of NEJ BRITAIN and the mgroup, of which this was one,
turned bsack,

Cominoh 281235 authorizes "Fleet Alr Command, Noumea®™,

CTF 8 290035 outlines destrorer needs for the North
Pacific Force, Those vessels are now operatines at maximum canacity
and without a reserve number to vermit needed overhauls, A subd
was reported southwest of TITKA,

The German auxiliary "RAMSES" enroute ¥C7Z to Germany
was intercepted bv the ADELAIDE, The Cermans scuttled their ship,

(Continued) 1177



STCRET
Novepber 28th. (Continued)

Aside from the Jap attempts to feed and reinforce nosi-
tions at NTW QUINEA, GUADALCANAL and the ALEVTIANG, there ia

nothing new known of enemy denlovments or Intentions, C L '
November 29th '

During the night the first reports, came from fear Admiral
Wwright (CTF 67). That force had been ordered from ESPIRITU SANTO
to intercept an enemy force of eight DDs, plus possible 6 APas, off
GUADALCANAL. Actigon between surface forces commenced about 1530
p.m. local, Of Aéirala Wright'a force of 4 CA, 1 CL, 6 DD, the
firat damage revorts are: MINNEAPOLIS, 2 torpedo hits: NORTHAMPTON,
on fire aft looks like total loss; NEW ORLEANS, torpedoed:
PENSACOLA, uncertain; HONOLULU, not reported. As is usually the
cagse we get bad newsfirst; enemy damage 1s not reported. ComSoPac
ordered CTF 11 to proceed at once toward GUADALCANAL (SARATOOA,
SAN JUAN, DESRON 6?. TF 65 (MARYLAND, COLORADO, NORTH CAROLINA,
HULL, MONAGHAM) were placed on 2 hours notice.

The MAC FARLAND, which was badly damaged sometime ago in
an alr:attack off LUNGA, is enroute ESPIRITU SANTO.

The ALCHIBA 1s still afire forward, and aground off LUNGA.
Salvage 1s being investigated,

COMINCH 291906 (Pink) gives the destination of the 25th

DIVISION. It also states that the 1st Marine Division will be
sent to AUSTRALIA.

COMSOPAC 201811 gives his plans for aerial mining. He is
not ready now for such an offensive compalign.

COMINCH 281708 discusses base developments in South Pacific.

ComSoPac 1s asked whether or not he approves the development of
BUTTON into a LICN base,

CONINCH 291755 deals with the employment of gas in warfare.
Gas warfare is forbidden to be initlated by any U.8. Commander.

The extent of the enemy move to the ALEUTIANS ia in doubt,
Five convoys are believed to be enroute, Except for this move,

and the known activities in the NEW GUINEA area nothing significant
1s known of enemy plans or developments, , Lgfﬁfl
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Novembar 13j0th

Somtaskfar 67 301730 and 302350 pink describes what 1is
now known of vesterdavs action. Yanv imnortant details are yet
to be renorted, DRear Admiral Tisdale will arrive et TT7% in
the HCHCLELY tomorrow and will he ahle to make further report,

L ¢
Cominch 301915 pink 18 uneasy reparfmg tha %utn Pacifle
campaign and requests comment “rom lincpac, A tentrtive answer

to Cominech is in Cincpaec 010931 pink to Comsopac, wiml for the
latter's comment,

I

In answer to Cinepac propossl to sall ) AP end ? JAx to
3an Diego to meet urgent training requirements, cComsopac sent
his 300841, Because of the necessity for CTF 3 to atart train-
ing on a much larger somle than now underwsy, Jincpac directed
3 APs to return to S3an Dieso in his 010335,

Comaopac Q11321 gives CACTUT mctivities,

The PORTLAND ia makinp satisfactory nrorreas toward
“YDNEY, The NAVAJO, which was accompanying the PCRTLAND, has
been ordered to CACTUS for salvare,

Cincpac 010645 mives views on serial offensive mining
in the Pacific, It i3 belleved that we should harass the enemy
with every concelivahle means,

The work remainine to he done on the CACTT airfields
Is in GUADALCAYAL 1300255,

The TARATOGA has turblne trouile which reduces ship
speed to .27 knots, Repalirs are bayond the capacity of the ship's
force, 3o far as 1s known today the TAHATUGA task force is still
proceeding to CACTUS, but other 3oPac combatant units have bheen
returned to 12 hours notice.

Returning from patrol off NEZW GZ02CIA the GLUIMI re-
ports (1) 18 Ooctoher - nossinle hit in CL; (2) 6 November - 1 hit
in DD; (3) 9 November - 2 hits in DD. The TRCUT fired 5 torpedoes
at a BB north of MALAITA on 12 lNovember »ut all missed,

CTF 8 290110 pives his meriel offensive mining plens,

Jome evidence is beginning to come in of another push
toward CACTUS, It may be that the enemy will emnloy Vs when
and if it takes place, The enemy continues to be active in the

NEYW GUINEA area st no larpe scale move in that direction is
notad,

In the ALEUTIANS the enemy moves are not clear, It seems
prohable that convoys now enroute the Western ALZIUTIANS are bring-
ing in reinforcements and replacementa, JI’hotos show that the

-
enemy is there to stay until ousted by troops, ]f‘rg
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03 0521 CINCPAC to COMINJIE

02

For Admiral Kine only, iLi.hest secrecvy. l!a:Z riven ruil
conslierati-n te disadventares rafsed *+ cur (1105 as

to operating Patdiv 3 in Sopac. Logistics can be met.

I have had the AA hatteriea of T“atdlv 3 lrcrease:! t. ad-
dlticn of 2 40 ML quads and 4€ 20 ¥V guns ner a:lp, max-
Ing them corpara®le to thrse of Fatdiv 4, 7These AA bat-
terles willl of course te improved when the receive thelr
remalnine 40 MY cuna and replace 5M-253 with 5%-37 1yt
thelr underwater defense wll® nnt the amat!iafaztery unt’.
th'rd deck centerlire ¢c-rn-ariments are ma‘te watertivht,

It was witli all t 13 tn mind I decided ' view of tre —t11-
tary sltuation these shi-s ah~uld vo te Sopac., Ly 2I2.47
and imlsey's 250022, Tt !s3 protatle that tie enemy will
rmalre at least ore more power ™l ~cve mrulnat CAZTUS in-
cludln,; riore of his battleships than he used last t*m—e,

The need for additional jun sower tn ‘efegt this mcve han
been accentuated v recent losses in heavy crulser strenrth.
1 conaider this situaticr. more acute thuan those 'r the o' X 14
which led to supicestlicns frr use of OBB. Your 727z 49 of
april and 121750 of august. Para. I telleve that decisinr.
should be made now whether we shall lav up all @BB for
lensthy modernization or whether we s:.all wee¢; available
and utilize some in situetlens where thelr hittin, power
may be the deciding factor., %11l awalt ycur furtier advice
before cancelliny transfer of Batdiv 3 cne ship at least

of which will be required as part cf escort fer troop con-
voy departince Secember €,

SINCPAC to CONGERHAWUEPT, COMHAWSEAFR N Info AS3F Lkafll etc,

While situation at present does not indicate probabll'ty
any major Jap attack lawalian area o first arniversary of
cattle of FPearl ilarbor, posaibility exists of acts of ss’os
tare vy miszulded local Japanese or of minor shelll:r - ty
submarines, Desire modified alert e fectlive fr m prinp
dark 5 December to after daylight 7 Decemter w'th snecial
emphas’s on sabotage directed a-uinst shins or s.ore 'n-
stallatirns. Plackout exceptions made te exvedite work

on Jdamaged ships and roverments iminortant carvsoes are not
rascinded tut exceptel activities te particularly alert

to blackout promptly if later ordered,

SOLUUPAS to SCMIN lnfo TINGTACL,

2637 Uo be decoded by Cominch and T ncpac nrly. Vltra high

command. Your 301315, Concur conceptlon there'n, "IN

at present key ORAN.E position in 3USAN. To tuke th's near
future requires:A CACTU3, RINJICLT development ot supjort
planned surface operations.B Heutralize or taxe MUNIA and
iLrZATA 88 may be needed later, C Increasecd air surface
and sh!ppines avallable, Para. Helative above, enemy

{continued) 1
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SECEET

Secemuer {GCT)

PINK

02 0037 {centlnued)

continues efforts reenforce CACTUS. MHe has not atandcred
1t. Securing al! development that poslition and HINIWMCLT
continie atsort available Sopac effort and are pProcresaing
too slowly. AReenforcement and nmore shlnins needed now,
Lack antl-sub craft is grave weakneas. Jap activity MNUN-
DA, REXATA, BUIN obscure due inadequate reconralssance
which difflicult and slow due lack of rmeans and woather,
Consider Mardiv 1 required for move or ¥'I%. rara. aArnay
troons now here plus 25th Livision adeyuate to carrisor
back areas and CACTUS provided +UIL offensive is gotten
underway promptly. In thls connectlon It !s essentisal that
next offenslve will not be undertaken until shlpas and treops
are available to exploit 'mmediately ‘nitial landin. and
follow throvsh otherw!se a 2nd CACTU'S ma- result. 2ara.
Cperaticns involve directly and mainly Sopac forces, Lases,
and comminicatlons., Jommand sheuld bte locute:d accordingly
regardless of who it 1ia,

05 174C COUINCE te CTNCPAC

o

3

Decode only for Admiral Hi~itz. VJltra Jreret, last para-
araph vear 03CG521 think only sound course 1s te cont!l:iue
rodernizatl~r and reharilitation -~ OBE's as underway in
YEWNESSEY. and CALTFCRUIA whicl. rust be adlusted tc Navy
Yard capabilities ufter consliceration new conatruction and
tattle damace renairs., Para. liowever orlv acute needa
such ag :ow exist in 3Sopac should cause us tn unduly expose
OBB's which have not been = dernized.

CINCPAC to COKSOPAC Info CCMILCH, CVF 1

Treat with utmoat Secrecy. Lue to non-water tightness of
centerlire compartments of 3rd deck of NEW NEXICC and ¥ISS-
IS3IPPI, I desire that thev not te unnecessarily exposed

to urnderwater damace unless they are required in an urrent
situat'on. Under present conditions I consider that rpera-
ting; them west of FANTAN one would result in such expogure .
Thelr AA tattery new consists of B 5™-25a, 4 1.1 guada,

2 40 M quads and 46 20 XN guns, Half of thelir secondary
battery has be'n removed., Para, 3uprest on h's arrival
FALTAYN you have leary confer w!th vyou on RE employment,
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D7 0112 OUF T to SIVCPAC

Raile HOUCLYLY ;mass to Clncpac fror- Comtnakferce =,
Ultra. Ordered late afternocn a'r attack 2 all'ns ex-
nected ATTU today wlithrut awalt'rs seoutine centact,
Secondary oblective KISEA ship»'nes and land irstal-
lations !n event AT™U attack not made, Veather prevent-
ed operatlorn now scheduled early torior ow, Crutaers
fuellny LCNAVIEY tonisht., Yeathier holds. Nclerrts
JENAK toduy, Unless enery info requires differin: ac-
tlon, will return flamship ALAY tarorrow n'sbt te ac-
complishi flar rellef,

000502 COMSCOPAC to ALL US WAVAL SHIPS SOPAC, Info CIKPAC CCI'TUCE ETC

“h e

The followins reorganization of Sopuc ta+k forces is
effective irmediately for all units {n company with Task
Force Commanders. Absent units w'll e directed to Jotn
by Comsopac, orircinator, as socn as precticable. Task
Forces 11 and 16, no chance from orcantzation in my 230612
Yovember excopt delete CLARK from Desron 2 and Tusl: Force
16, Tnsk Force G4, Rear Admirnl Lee in WASHINGTOK, LORTH
CARCLITA, TUDIANA, MAURY, CUMMINGS rlus additional destrey-
ers as ray te asalmmed, Task Force €5, Rear Adniral lsson
In NAS3AU, ALTAMAIA, Combatdiv 4 n HAﬁYLAND, COLORADC,
Comdesron 12, WOODWORTH, BUCHANAN, LANSDOWNE, LARDNER,
ICCALLA, GRAYSON. Task Force £7, Rear Admiral Alnaworth
Task Force Cormander in LOUISVILLE, Resr Admiral Tlsdale
second in command in HONOLULU, HELEKA, COLUNFIA, Comdesron
5, SHAW, LAMSON, PERKINS, DRAYTON, NICIOLAS, FLFTCHER,
ODAL:.OK, DE HAVEN, SAUFLEY, The following units wlll oper-
ate directly under Comsopac PENSACOLA, MINNEAPCLIS, NEW
CRLEANS, HULL, KONAGHAN, FARRAGUT, INEADE, 3TACK, LANG,
FRAZILR, GANSEVOORT. Comascpsc will act as Comtaskflor 66
using group and unit designationa that force for units
operating under his direct control. Task Forces 62 snd 63
are not affected by thls reorcanization. Comseronsopac
and Comdespac have by hand for info. Interested Cases
Sopac have slso for actlion in arother aystem,

CO 0506 COLSOPAC to CIKCPAC Info COMINCH

llandle as riost secret., Mining plans vicinity CAPE E3PERAXCE
CACTUS recormended for approval as follows, one standard
field of 340 Mark Six mines fitted wilth five hundred fatloms
rooring wire, floats and mines at standard denths againsat
surface ships as soon &S prepared at WEST LOCH be loaded on
four 11pght minelayers and sent WHITE POPPY soor as practic~
able. Comsopac sends to Cincpac actlion, Ceminch infe.
Recommend apnroximate location of field one mile northeast
entrance of TENAMBA RIVER long axls field 040. Foregoing
after consultation Captain Hull, This field designed cur-

tall Infilltration Jap troops and supplles northwest our
position on CACTUS,
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10 2007

14 0932

SCYTUCY to CINCPAZ Info SCM3CPAS, COMOEN 13T VALAMPIIOWPS etc

Utmost secren, In cornrectl v rw 1971045 October you are
authorized to transfer 10th Jefense Pattallor <o dc-ac as
reile” of 4t) rew 10 2033 when transtertotlicn csn le are
rascrds IT 10th 13 t1lized, larcortas w'l' -alve avallule
towrar GAL OTWGC abert 10 Janvary; 12th for trassfer to
CEARL an peplacerent fer 10th, 10th will le retra'ne’ to
olloatpeen b Lo Junaary, Jhenld van wedtise Loth, 'nfore
desire !l date Lo gsall 4 crder arrance trarnanortattorn,

2P delversoct'on Jdinenac, NXZ for Infe, C maonae, Come
seri 1at lararpheorps. larcorps has by hardiortsinater

Jeminet,

SILCPAC to CCLSOPAS

Utmost secret., Hequest comrent Com'nch 062145. Tent).
veferae Tattalicon caonslats mainly personnel wit! veai or
nmore exserlence tases liawalia~ area snd expected realy
depart PEARL 1 January. LEgulp~ed with 155, 80, 40, and

20 UM, plus mactine ¢ ns, tarks, and ot'er Lefense “avtallcn
equipment; strencrth 50 offlcers, 1113 enllisted,

SULBCPAC to CCHGTN CACTUT Info 27F 62 63 N iy atc,

-
i g

It is imnortant, Ultra, That anstion renorts se nronntly
rnade, by preliminnrvy end one or more a1nlifvine 2iinatches
vhen necessnry, VYour 127352 wan *irat renort on action

of T “AV(G nirFht of 11th% 26 hours earlier than vour time
Froun we had fairly comnlete renort from zeal sourcas,
Necessary that Zed 6 Zed Ulass 5 iAddes be advised in ad-
vance of use of surface forces In SUADATSAYAL - 71/05iLA
area, This not to restriet vour discretlion hut to avoid
noseibility of conflict between forcos vour coiand snd
thosa of other commanders, Irior to recelpt of your 170320
rerarding pround reconnaisssnce at Y.''I1!Y, had received
ranort throusgh TCUYG that 2 ILUR DD novered by T nomharded
the area and landed raicers at NAV.VO the mornine of 12th,
If true oririnator should have been informed of nlan or
orders to our force, Pass to lommdnaviaase .7 by hand,
Actlon to Jomeen SACTU. from CG° LPAD who hams “iven to
vomeen Sopac and STF 62 for info.

1182




SECIRET
wecemter (3CW)

PINA

1€

0424

1€ 04o0

16

)

e

S PAC to STNLCPAC

iil,-hent searet, Crit'nal shertuave destrovers fereswitl, ~ut-
lired., Ine “'mltesd unleadti: - areas teaches an'l equl;rent
Cal7TU5, 4T CLY evenents cann~t Le lrmpel Y tarce corwveta,

Srall freqsuent cre o ong "rtoand oot D ottut area nade leavy
Aralrn o eoz2ertas,  This gltoattor uvravet2atle 7T acrne tire
oo s arel o Lhwe movercntsg cwat oo ttroe, Laecy of ma'ltte-ance

errortantte Increasinels a-narent U material casualtles,
Purther ser'cvg congequence f tard te ecvth ¢ dttiers s
Impractizartility retolntly- any enmblance of 1ivisin et
5 vacdren ar-antoaticen, Secdestan gu-ccests Learer 20 he
ordere. rere far escort work, I wvon csn ¢ 3o earncatl
"rfvmmenﬂ t.'3 at rnce. Rellef 5o afferle! w'il ne: -ttt 8 e
praneney v lestrerver usalivrers oant trals Do oeltl tag)
Folcea ant! will te reflectrd 'n marzed !n2icuse 'n laitle
cifezrtiveness of t:ose forces, « yrnow t-a” ou are acutely
avare 7 need for the shl»g, lowecr, Uie Tore 2" ~ay clartfs
ToNT nlct““c semewhiat, At present nart - f our Leavy striv-
i feycen are irvobtlizedl and remalinder suffer -rave’ re-

duced battle efficlency dre ¢~ wiat I juve entlined,

Ciudras to TrUSCPAC Info OOLILCT

ar send!n.s 190 nmines In JAVLS KU {rcss secret. wejart-
Ine 17th, Comirdiv 1 In THAZY and 'l THYLIY Yot loeled
witl, m'-es accompary., I d~ rnot anrrove nlan orolosed rour
Q3OLMT as 1t avuears to restrict ecor pagsfltle future nove-
ments " that area, I w!ll a creve filells lail o ff enermy
laniiise Leaches which wyou wil! net want to Lae 't future
goursgell ard In denths of not ~ver 00U fathens,

cTUCPAC te OTF Q@ Info SOMNTILCH

Utrmost sceret. Expect directive from 'sint chiefs nf ataff
corcellins rmgcunation TAUAGA and erdertiry o unatleor AYCIIT A,
“e arepared carry out ‘atter tas: at eariiest -racticsa’le
datec after recelpt of onrders,

COLIINCT, to CTUIPATS Info JCIGCP.LCFCH

Tltra secret, aAdvise Cominch as to stren.th of all units of
all services, leas aviation, which are now in CACTUS-HINGEGLT,
Wi.en various units nre rellieved Inform Comincl. as to thelr
Strength and tlie anount and tyne of orgenizational milfitary
equinment not withdrawn. This Information essentlal for
materisl and personnel planning. Limited susnpiles anphihious
material avallable for MarDivs necessitates serviceatle eguin-
ment and weanons this type should bLe withdrewn {f and when
nraciicatle., larCorps informed,
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17 0510 CCUSOPAC to CONSOWESPAC Info CINCPAC, COLINCH.

18 1315

18 2321

CINCPAC to

Thta frorm Consonac. Stratestis locatlor of WOCLLADK T4Ia%L
a3 advanced alr bnse for operations Northern S0MAL 3FEA re-
lteved to offer nossibilttles. Such prellrminary Informet’ r
ag ave'latle here !:nllcates relstie ense of estallishiment
fleid, 35uigeqguert lo-'sits auonrt dresg neot 1Mear to
prescnt too creit dUIflzultles, Heguett I te fipntahed,

for !nformntion, any recent tenocra-i’ecal aurvery frformut! n
vigaal and ohotoirranhile reconrnalasarce nformar'arn alse an
atier nsefnl data svallalle., T..%3 1s 2 ltra.,

2

oLT te TOMSOPAT

Tour 16G424, liave rcduced vessels ass!-nel ocean e¢scort te
minfrrm corputitle with task., I wlll centtnue neoli~y of
sending rou all I can but regret none in slcht except 2D's

now under renalr.

COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMWESEAFRON, COMNORNESEAFRON, etc.

Treat thls as most secret, The Joint Chiefs of Staff direct
that if reconnaissance of AMCHITKA shows that a satisfactory
airfield can be constructed thereon in a reasonsble time, the
following directive will be executed: Comwestseafron pass

to DEWITT. Objective. Occupation of AXCHITKA at earliest
date. Purnose, 0,8, to render KISKA untenable as an opeTat-
ing base for the enemy, Two, to provide an advanced base for
possible operation against KISKA. Tasks. Afirm,selize and
occupy AMCHITKA and bulld airfield thereon. Baker, train force
for assault and occupation nf KISKA., The Army assault unite
as assigned by the War Department can be trained in SAN DIEQO,
No Marine amphibious units are avalilable for this operaticn,
General instructions, Cincnac in ¢o~junction with Comgen
Western Defenss C~mmand form plan for occupying AMCEITKA to

be executed or earliest date. Cincpac furnish CTF 8 immediate-
1y 1 AP combat load for firat troons to land ‘n occunation of
ANCI'ITKA. Report target days for AMCHFITKA occupation and
outline of plan and means required for this operstirn and

for future occunation of KISKA. Code name for AMCHITKA op=-

eration 13 CROWBAR. Occunation of TANAGA suspended 1in
accordance with Cincpac.

CTF 8 Info COMINCH, COM' ORWESTSEAFRCN, ete.

Utmost secrecy. Cominch 181315. On aspsumption that TEHRAIN
&t ANCHITKA proves suitable and that directive for its oc-
cupation will be i1ssued by Cincpac and “omgen Western Defense,
I desire you continue detalled plans in conjunction with such
Army agency as may be designated by Lieut, General De Witt.
Consideration will be given to requests by you for forces in
addition to those now at your disposal but beyond the one AP
very little 1s immediately available. De Witt 1a being ad-
dressed separately regarding troops. Greenslade pass to Le

wtt,
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CINGPAC to CONMWESEAFRONT Info COMNORWESEAPRONT, etc.

For General De Witt, Moat secret. Referring to Cominch
181315 and my 182321 to Theotald which 1s being passed to
you. After final anproval of AMCHITKA project and determ-
ination of forces to be employed, I visualize that our joint
directive for that project will assign the task and make
available the forces decided upon., CTF 8 will be assigned
the naval task by me and I presume will command all forces
until the amphibious phase is completed. If you coneur,
please inform him of the agency with whom he will deal in
prenaring detailed plans. Would also anpreciate information

as to your plan for the garriason and whether all units are
now avallable to you.

CCM 12 to CINCPAC

Pass to Cincpac for action; treat as most secret. Com 12
sending. [laraphrase of despatch sent bty Lieut., General
DeWitt to Chiefl of Staff as follows after conference with
Cincpuc and staff, Admiral Kinkaid and staff, offigera Com-
inch, recommend adoption following General Plan as basis
preparation detalled vlan for reduction and occupation
BOCOLE. Occupy FORMULA at once with garriacn formerly
destined for AMULET supuleriented 'y additiona) units from
LOUGVIFW if necessary., Plan to use 184t: Infantry after
BOODLE is reduced with units fr-m LONGVIEW, FORM and
other ADC garrisons as occunational force, BOODLE., 35th
Division to be designated task force BOODLE reduction and
brought up to full strength. GUeneral Corlett and Genersl
Landrum to be returned from BRONZE and assigned as division
and ass't. division commanders that division, both having
served with division in amphibious training. 3econd part
follows four minutes later,

COoM 12 to CINCPAC

lost Secret for action Cincnac; second part my 190320 says
Com 12. Both officers familiar with Alaskan conditions and
have worked joint exercises with Martne amphibious forces.
Present locatlon 35th Division, LOS ANGELIS and its early
relief from Western Defense Command will facilitate train-
ing of specific force for reduction of BOODLE. Train! can
be initiated Tmmediately under Admiral Rockwell providss
glven first priority by Cincpac. 154 Infantry now intensive
training should be sent OCEAN BLUE irmediately for accli-
matization and training in preparatien occupational task.
Recommend approval of above as basis for preparation de-
talled plan. Request authnrization take neceasary msasures
implement plan ooordination and collaboration with Kinksid
and Rockwell who have seen this nnaanE; and conour pare-
phrase ends reference Cominch 181315 War Departasnt direct-
ive therein your concurrence requested in working out plans

directly with Admirals Kinkeld and Rockwell sudb ject toc your
approval., DeWitt, 1188
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CINCPAC to COMME3IEAFRCL Info CCMINCI, CCYAMPUIFCRPAC

For GeneralDeVitt, Yost secret, 3Studles by my staff and
CTF 3 indicate probable 10,000 enemy at KISKA and tha: 2
divisions will be required for 'ts capture, ilecuest your
corment and that I be kept Informed of altuatior as to
avallabllity of troops frr the KISKA operation, Rear Ad-
miral Spruance, my Chlef of Staff, will confer with you im-
mediately on his arrival SAK FHANCISCO tomorrow.

DEYITT toCINCPAC

This from LeWitr to Cincpac. Answering your 122345 concur

in designation Comtaskfor S &s commander al. forces FCRV'TA
project until amphibious phase 1s completeld. “onferring with
Admiral Kinkaild here today and wil® inform him detalled

plans will be worked out betwern him and Commanding Jensral
Alaska Defense Command, All units are now avallable to me
for occupation FORMULA and are assembled LONIVIEW except tat-
talion of general service or combat engineera, Initial gar-
rison to consiat 1 battallion irnfantry, 2 AW batteries AA, 1
battery 105 MM howitzer, 1 battallon engineers combat ~r
reneral service, 1 battalion conatruct'‘on engineers avliation,
1 battery 155 M gun. Engineer battalion ceneral service

or c~rmbat will be made available in hAlaska Lefense Corrand
for movement to FORNULA.

CTNCPAC to C MWESEAFRCHNT

For Lieut., General De™itt, As indicated in my 212137 I
concur yomr 202304, Following {s tentative text of dispatch
which I propose that we 1ssue as our joint plan. "Cbjective,
occupation of ANMCVITKA at earllest date., Purpose, to 1im-
mediately deny ALCHITKA to enery and utilize 1t as soon as
poasible 1in air operatio=s azalnat eneny forces and KI3XKa
installations, Task, selize and occupy ANCHITKA and tulld
airfield thereon. In command. Cormander horthern Force
(TF 8) Pacific Fleet, Forces aasigmed, Task Force Eight
plus INDIANAPOLI3, TEWEY, WORDE:, KALK, GILIE3PIE, WID-
DLETOL . Arry garrison of about blank thousand plus con-
struction and transportation forces as designated by CO
Yeatern Defense Cormand. Para. Target date January blank,
Command of Army forces less aircraft will revert to Arny
when CO FORMULA informa CTF 8 he is ready to take over,
Code name of this opsration 1s CHACYEAR.®™ Reguest you
give me information tosubatitute for above blanks and also
any other suggestions to mave the plan acceptadble to you,
If no appreciable dlsagreement exists, I sugrest you in-

clude your approval and I will issue the dispatch as com-
ine from us both,
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COMGEN ALASKAN DEFENSE CON CTF 8 to CINCPAC, COMN' ITSEAPRON ,qt¢

Buckner and Theobald concur that eneny dlscovery of CROW-
BOY operation must be almost irmediate. Threat to iGiLLEL
created thereby assures early and continuing maximum eremy
reaction, With force herein recommended, shape of island
confines our held position within falrly narrow limits
near southern end of 1sland, 3ubject only to our air ac-
tion enemy thus has oprortunity to !rfiltrated forces at
will by barges, submarine and ntier transportation !n low
visibility to unoccunied midile and northern sectlons of
1sland, t 18 recognized that oir supnorting naval surface
forces will be weak. Our oc:upaticn force must therefore
be stro' g enough to ussure our ccntrol of ares within
artillery range of conte:plated airfields. These con-
slderations dictate that minirmm force desirable 1s 2 full
regiments of infantry, 2 batteries of 1556's, 4 batterles
75's, 1 reginent anti-alrcraft plus construction and ser-
vice troops. This full strencth rmat be fully availatle
Dog day. Cormanding General Alaskan lefenss Co~mard and
Cormander Task Force 8 jointly send., VNost Jecret, Radlo
HONOLULY deliver t~ Cincpac for actlon and Comwestseafron

deliver to Cormandin~g General Vestern Lefense Comrand for
action,

GOMINCH to CINCPAC Info CAM3OPAC, 1ST MAR A'PHIEIOUS CORP3,etc.

Handle this as super secret, Non addressees do not decode
begin Cincpac 170545 and 180151 vomsopac 18105€. Disreazard
my 162115, NTS provide transportation for Twelfth Lefense
Battalion with 1ts normal equipment and supplies from 3AK
DIEGO to COPPER and if transportation can not be furnished
by Cincpac for Tenth Defense Battalion from COPPER to port
in Sopac designated by Cincpac. Twelfth Defense Battalion
will load SAN DIEGO 4th January or as soon thereafter as
transportation can be made avallable, Marine Corps lesue
neceasary movement order Twelfth Defense Battalion. Cincpes
advise whether transportation 1s or is not required for
Tenth Defense Battallon. Marcorps and Opnav infornmed.

WITT CINCPAC I COMWRSRAFRON,

Concur entirely your 220557 pass this to Cincpac handle as
most seoret Com 12 sending for Gen De¥itt. Army Oarrison
strength at FORMULA 6,000 inoluding approximetely 800 in
engineer aviation oonstruotion battalion and same numbder

in air oombat and service units expected to be stationed at
FORMULA upon oompletion ocomstruction air base. Enginesr
construction battalion aviation armed organically with
rifles machine guns both 30 and 50 ocaliber and 37 millimeter
guns and available for ocombat if needed. Tarcet date

January 5th in which Adm Kinkeid comocurs. Comweseafron has
by hand,
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COMGEN WEST DEF COMMAXED to CINCPAC.

C 12095 this answers your 242149. To Admiral Nimitz from

Gen De Witt, C of S from Alaske Defense Cormand here a few
days ago and brought Buckner's estimate of minisum force
desirable for FORMULA project which was approxirmtely same
atrength and composition as outlined in Theobalds dlspatch
212238 sent Jointly to you and me. Consider minimum garrilson
necessary as outlined in my reply to your 162345 and so in-
formed Buckner. This 1s force of Six thousand atrength as
contained in our Joint diapatch implementing CROWBAR project.
In discussion with Kinkaid just prior to his departure for
north, which was attended by Admiral Smith who had just re-
turned from ALASKA, various matters connected with CROWBAR
project were discussed including the possibility of prompt
retaliation by enemy. It was consensus of all present at
conference that enemy would doubtleas attempt to interfere
with CROWBAR operation utilizing all possible means includ-
ing submarines and possible barging of troops from KISKA.

No one at any time expressed confidence that movement would
be unopposed or that Navy could prevent anything coming to
either FORMULA or LONGVIEY, Kinkald stated it was Navy job
to do everything possible to prevent enemy action interfering
with moverment and occupation of FORMULA and both he and

Smith considered that effective measures with Naval forces
avallable could be taken to serlously interfere with possible
enemy barging operations from KISFA, It may become necessary
to augment FORMULA force later., This can only be done at
expense of other ALASKAN garrisons and in absence of present
unloading facilities FORMULA reinforcements should not be

scheduled pending change in present estimate of immediate
enemy capabllities, :

COMSOPAC to COMSOWESPAC Info COMAIRSOPAC, CINCPAC.

In regard to Cincpac 250303. Comsopac speaks. CACTUS gas
situation will not yet permit repeated heavy long range
strikes from there. Further impracticable give fighter
coverage CACTUS to RABAUL hence night strikes only can be
made., Can send you 18 fortresses, 9 B-26 and 8 Lightenirgs ,
to operate temporarily from Sowespac against RABAUL shipping.
Requeat your opinion and desires in th's regard. Very secret
Comgensopac has by hand for info,

COMINCH to CINCPAC

Hicom Hicom. Only for addressee. Your repeated and long
continued indication of carrier training activities In

ORANGE waters may repeat may involve rehearsals of operations
directed against HAWAII - KIDWAY line or elsewhere other

than South or Southweat Pacific.
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OMSOPAC to COMTASKFOR 87 Info CINCPAC, CTF 6

cTe .
30 0602 Addressees only decode. ¥Nost secret, De prepared ca

out shore bombardment againat MUNDA alrfield on KEW JR GIA
during night of 4 January with three (3) CL and probably

2 DD. Use own planes for illumination end spotting retir-
ing them to RINGBOLT., GRAYBACK available for navigational
or other ald desired CMA information to be provided her
through Comtaskfor 42 by January 2. Propose to employ VP
coverage from CACTUS., Obtein air photos of tarcet area and
sea aoproaches to firing vosition from Comtaskfor 63, This
operation to support landing of own troops CACTUS, Advise
ships designated. Comsopac sends. CTF 42 and GRAYBACK

have for info in another system.

51 0341 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMSOPAC

Handle with utmost secrecy. It is anparent from Halsey's
300350 that the estimated dates of readiness of amphibicus
troops contained myser 0259% of 8 December are much too
optimistic. Therefore recommend before any directive by
Joint Chiefs of Staff be issued that the objJective and

target date be referred to Cincnac and Comsopac for
comment, :

31 1815 COMINCH to CINCPAC, COMSOPAC Inr_g_CSk'l VCKO.

Voery 3ecret. Only for addressees. Comment on contemplated
set-up whereby Deputy Commander Sopac area relieves Comsopac
‘of administrative and loecal operctional matters including
bases except advanced so that Comsopec 1a free to give full
attention to enemy especlally as 3USAN campalzn progresses
when command relations with Comsowestpac area will develop

; importance. Chief of Staff Army, VCNO informed,
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01 0655 STE 67 to SCI'T0PAC Info TLMTCETPAS, SCIINIM, YD

01 2252

02 0011

Ry L)

’reliminary survev results ntisht aation W Yov - 1 lieq,
from UTF 67 who hAas not vet conamulted Admiral Timdnle und
Clr MCHNOLITIY and 4 DD's, Tap shins Aupk 2 AP, 1 W, 2
SLO{YYART or THNDARI Class) 4 1'D'a, 2 other A" 'a damaped,
-ome indination that A was nrerent ut esonped undamaped,
About 5 destroyvers escaped, Am convinced no landings were
nade from any ship, Tap force helieved comnosed of § A
or AK 3 cruisers 9 destrovers, Action commanced 2320 fol-
lowing torpedo attack on transn~ort eroup he our DM'ws from
5,000 yvards, Uunfire at ranres 12 to 5 thousand vards,

7% Radars of ereat penefit, Jap gun fire umimpressive

I

TICDALE to COUT0PAS, info CLHCPLS, COMINIH Aall T¥ CgNT,

Part 1 of 2 parts, Partial nrelinminary narrative 4th Jave,
Tisdale sends, 4 DD's 2 mlles shead arulsers ordered
launch torpedo attack followed shortly by #un ire from
crulsers at targets already alone beach area, This at
2323, All time L(-11), IONCILVLU commenced fire at 2324
range 8300 cloeing rapidly, Opder in eolumn LINNEASN LIS,
My URLEANS, PENSAGOLA, HLTILL”LU, NORTHAL 2TON, indl3UN,
LARDITER, First hit I saw was on N OKLEANT™ | second MEN-
CaSCLA,  MINNEAPCLIS, NORTHANMDTCH hits not noted. At
midnight Wrisht with 2 tormnedo hits and ranlidly railiing
T3S ordered me take charre, Gunfire now desultory or over,
PENTACCLA half way SAVO to RIMG LT speed R, NEA ONLEANS
retlring toward RING X'LT speed 5 knots, I HTHAY PTUN im-
moblilized and burnine advised was abandonling, YINNEADCIIZ
malting 5 knots toward LI'MGA DCINT.  location DD'm unknown,
larpe fire alone stretch of hench feenad fully half mile
long, Ordered all destroyers to atand bv eriopled crulsers,
HCNOII'LY at about 0230 cleared area to wentward to await
devlirsht due 0530 vhen returned via “outh of CAVC hunting
crinnled enemy ships south of VITCEL I~T ne enraoute, one
located, TAVDNER, LY'"W joipned Inside “.VC. “nd of part
1, CT% 67 pass to Yomgen CATTII, Info to ~omalirsapac oy
hand, Zomsopac pass to Comseronsopac,

Part TIC of TTW 67,2,3 (TICDALE),

Part 2 of Lth SAVC, 2T 67,21 originator, ‘AUULY watrole
ling TULAGI advised PEZU"“INT and all 3 eruisers {iaide T Litl
HAR X,  Only MINTEADRLIC vistinle. Jircled off hapnsor to
aignal Wripght in endeavor arrange convoy to AMTLN hut cone
tact broken when MINNEAPOLIC shifted nerth Sehind {sland,
MARUY then advised no disabled crulsers adle mAke tris,
DRAYTON, FLETCHER already departed, My group started for
WITTCN,  ¥xtent demage to enemy PEISACOLA, NZW GLLIZANT,
PERKING, LAURY unknown, LAMOCON, LAIGNER, FLETCHZ, UIATTCHN

Continued) ' 1191
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Part ™0 of CTU 67,2,3 (TITPALE) {Continued),

HONOLTLY undamaped except HCNOLULY maximum speed 28 until
granted 24 hours avnilabilityv repalr one enrine. 4ll re-
quire ammunition, 10 crulser »nlanes 1 none lost now at
T"IAGI 10 others WTTON, Vitts in DUAVTON advises hin ship
sunk 0257, 57 officers includine Cantaln, “xecutive, liavi-
rator, Gunneryv, Supoly, Medical, 1st Lieut, all ’omorudiv §
staff 1 Hritish and 667 enlisted arrived MTTUN in “LIT ‘Mz
DRAYTCON, Only 3 enlisted seriouslv injured. UlUnderstand
more survivors in RINGC WLT area. 3elleve entire enenmv at-
tack rorce destroyers and submarines,

CT# 8 to TF 8 info CINCPAC.

This is OTF B Uperation Urder Number 15-42., Information.
SEMICHI convoy and KICKA convoy enroute these destinations,
one at least scheduled to arrive eurly evening December 2nd,
Escort prodably consists 1 TallA and small number of destroyers.
Another foroce speed 24 arrived in an o%Jective area anove
time or ahout 0600W (-12) Dec 3rd approaching on oourse 04LO.
Assumptions, (1) Task Force i covering eascort for &&' 1 HI
convoy, (2) This force is carrier raidine force or surface
ralding force obJective provably LONGVIEY for early morning
air attack or night shelline. Plan, This force will locate
enemy anproaching LCOMNGVIEW and TR ICHI - ATT! on afternoon

2 December or as early as pocsiile 3 Decemer and will deatroy
fast enemy force hy repeated nir attacke in vicinity of LONC-
VI'™ or full scale primary attack by air in “EMIZHI area and
will utilize murface force attack to comvlete destruction enemy
combatant surface force and “F1IC7II eonvoy in order to pre-
vent estanhlisrhment of enemv on "R'ITHI ITLAYD while pafe
suardine forces and installations at *OMAVIZY, Tankn, Alr
Group, Alr search unit, Locate enemy force annroaching
SEMICHI and LONGVIFY es late as porsihle in Decemher ?nd con-
slstent with predark return to bases and as aarly as possinle
on Decemher 3rd, Determine tvpe and numbar enemy combatant
unita. As consistent with orimary task, assint in attacke on
enemy combatant forces and T ICHI convoy. Alr striking
unit, Destroy as primary terget, fast enemy combatant units
protectine “WAICHI convoy. If and when search elininates
probavbility of presence enemy near "UNGVIZEN on 3 December, be
prepared to dispatch force as early as possible againat eneny
located in ATTU SEMICHI area, Consistent with tasks against
enemy combatant forces, assist in destruction of transports
and auxiliaries of SmMlcHI convoy, Jith due regard for of-
fensive tasks, while awaiting information of enemy, mafersuard
air force at Western Bases to maximum possisle eapecially on
early 3 December, Surface striking group. Destroy CEMICHI
convoy when search intelligence indicates favorable situation
or when ordered, Destroy or drive off enemy combatant units
intarfering with primary task., Consistent with »rimary task

(vontinued)
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CTF 8 to TF 8 Info CINCPAC, (Continued)

and as situation warrants complete destruction of eneny
combatant units, Xray. If not locate'! until after arrival,
SEV'ICHI convoy may be found dispersed at 3FVICHI, In TRUXAC
FASGACRE SARANA CHICHAGOF or HOLTZ BAYS ATTU or in lee of
AGATTU. OSEWICHI convoy 1s primary convoy objective., Yo
action againat K'SKA convoy must interfere with or delay
destructlon SENICUI convoy. Organization of rroups and un'te
and commenders t!ereof are set forth in my OPlan 14-42. Taskas
of groups not mentioned herein are covered bty my CPlan 14-42,
This Cp Order effective on recelpt. S3enavoff LONOVIE® an-
sure delivery to BUTLER and LALDRUL.

CCMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMAIRSCPAC

Your 270149. 2 bomber, 2 fighter atrips planned for CACTUS.
Complement aircraft desired including attack group, 80 VF
and pursult, 40 VSR, 18 VTB, 30 heavy bombardment, 2C med-
fium bombardment, 12 Hudsons, & photo and utility. Comaopac

sends to Cinepac for action.

COMSOPAC to COMINCH Info CINCPAC COMSERFORPAC COMSERONSOPAC.

272203 X SALVAGE OPERATIONS COOLIDGE WITH VIEW TO RAISINO not
practlcable during war activities on account lerge force of
personnel and equipment diverted from salvage and battle

damage repalrs to combatant vessela., As bow 1s GG feet under
water and stern 138 feet under water ultimate salvage consldered
questionable, Present program is cut holes in aldes for re-
moval urgently needed military materials of speclal value.

This program will be continued as r1l1l in, when. work on combat-
ant vessels permits. Action Cominch. Info Cinopac, Comserfor-
pac. Comsopuc originates, Comseronsopac has by hand,

COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC COMGENSOPAC COMGEN 1MAC etc.

West of POIKT CRUZ 164th Infantry patrol-killed 5 Japs
destroyed machine gun. On upper LUNGA Marine Ralder patrol
captured 1 mortar some ammunition several machine guns and
killed 16 orientals with loss of 4 wounded. Comsopac summary,
3 CAs arrived BUIN from north at 1100. All times Love (-11)
Decemter 3rd. Left at 1700. Last seen at 1825 north of
CHOISEUL course northeast, 10 DDs left BUIN 1300 course south-
east. Probable these ships same as those engaged by CACTUS
alr at 1830, 150 miles, bearing 300°. Hitss ; 1000 pound hits
on 1 vessel, 1 1000 pound hit on 2nd vessel, 2 torpedo hits on
0D and 2 possibles on another. By hand to Comgensopac, Concen
1st MAC, N33 give to Cominch info. Cincpac is actlon.
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COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COLSOPAC, CTF £, COMMNSEAFRON, otc.

Addressees only decode. It i3 cons'dered poasible even
probable that cnemy will make definite effort to effect
surprise even sulcidal attack perhaps of alr ratld character
on sorie of our positions and/or forces cn or atout 7th

instunt, Para. "hen you pass this despatch mlon~ rmake
sure of adequate puraphrase,

CTF 8 to TASK FORCE 8 Info COLINCH, CINCPAC, SOVUELALDEFENSE .,

From Task Force Commander. Searci. plane contacted enenmy

force Lat 48-11 N, Long 180. Composaltion: 2 CL, several

LDs and many transports, Course north. Speed 12, DUiaposition
number 1. Search plane trailing eneny,

COI'™I to CINZPAZ, Info CUTTCC AN, CCVCADAS L, TRUCEETOA Y ete,

4 AP's and 2 A¥'s in addition to those my 251415 llovember to
8ll adees expected depart bhase hy~o late Uecamner for M. LY
where renort Cincpac for duty, Mow nlannine omark 158
Infantry Combat Team (trained in jun~le warfare) mt YVERCUY
for AXDE fn TCAIH DICKCIATT THATLET AL IOLL THOMAC JURTIRTON
ARCTUTS mleo Army Navy personnal and careo at Sase hvno in
VTLLTAY ATHNLE ORWERON fop HITH BGIYY, Somment , Early reply
necessary in order arrance loadine. ¢nnav has by hand,

vonsopac to Cincpac Info COMINCH, COLTCISCPA S, SO 00 ete.

N

Hight of A4th mfter remarkable 30 dav operation through moune
talnous junele 2nd Raiders reached LIMGA, Comaopas paAses,
They destroyed 5 Jap hasaes killed LO0 anemy. “uffering only
17 dead their own force, West of VATMIIVA'T 164th infantry
killed 7 nins, Cn & missions P-3Q's strafed 15 enemy landing
barces and rafts vicinity TATTAFATONGA, Tap sunnlies lashed
to drums drifted toward heach, Cincpac action. lominch

info, ©“omeensopac and lomeen Pirst Maramph:orns have by
hand for info,
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06 2031 CINCPAC to COMINCH,

06 1929

29 Yov

PENSACOLA scheduled depart RINGBOLT &8th local for BUTTCN
speed about 8. Comsopac ordered following moves yesterday
afternoon, TF 16 proceed toward Lat. 15-00 3, 160-00 K,
engine speed 22, NCRTH CAROLINA with DD escort from PANTAK 1
toward same position, apeed 20, CTF 64 in WASHINGTON with
INDIANA, COLUMBIA, and DD escort from WHITE POPPY toward

game poaltion aspeed 20, HONOLULU, HELENA avallable DDs at
BUTTON placed on 2 hours notice.

SOLSCPAC to COMINCH Info CINCPAS, CONAYM™UPAC. ITF G2,

Your 281708 Nov, The develnpment of J'TT(} eas en advance
operatins base of LION dimensions is apnroved, NGCUMHEA 1s
too far from present and prospaective metive combat aress

to angvar all renquirements, NC'1EA however is desirabsly
situated for supply, Provisions., Hosnitelization, Traine
ine errouns and yattle damare rensirs in conjunctlion with
drvdocking tender and shore fncilities sauivalent to one

destroyer tender. Comsopac sends., “ominch action., <Jlnapac
info,

COMSOPAC to CTKCPAC

Urdlas 270841. Afirm. At FUTTON; 172nd co-bat team with
103rd Fleld Artillery Battallior plus attached medlcal com-
pany and engineer platoon. Enroute SPOOKFK to POPPY; one
battalion 103rd Infantry, one battery 152nd Fleld Artillery,
one battalion 169th Infantry, detachments of divisinon ser-
vice troops. Remainder 43rd Divis!on, in POPPY, cona'sta
of 103rd Infantry, 169th Infentry, 152nd and 1€9th Fleld
Artillery Battalions, 43rd reconna!ssance troop, attached
medlcal quaertermaster, ordnance, engineer units. BEntire
Division reported as ready to combat except EUTTON con-
tingent which is lacking corsiderable equipment. Baker,
At CACTU3; 164th Infantry (3160), 182nd Infantry less one
battalion (3075), 245th Pleld Artillery Battalion (570),
246th Fleld Artillery Battalion (48€). Enroute CACTUS due
3 Decembrr; 132nd Infantry lessa one batralion (2100},
247th Fleld Artillery Battalion (400). At BUTTOX; 3rd
Battallon of 182nd Infantry (900). At POPPY: lst Bat-
talion 132nd Infantry (900), 221st Field Artillery Bat-
talion (500), reconnaissance squadron (196). All service
elements at CACTUS or enroute. Cast. 9th Defense Bat-
talion enroute CACTUS lmat elements arriving 3 Lecember.
%gg. last Ralder Battalion, present strength 16 officers,
15 enliated; now based WIITE POPPY. Of these 511 en-
listed now NEY ZEALA'D for recreation, rechabilitation to
return about 20 December. Eapy. 6-155 M gns and 4-155
17! hcwitzera. Enroute with ense Battalion; & additional
155 MM guns. Maralrwing ONE; heundquerters WHITE POPPY,
forward echelon CACTUS. Groun 1l at CACTUS.and BUTTON
(moving to CACTU3)}. Oroup 14 at CACTUS. Group 20 at
TONTOUTA. VMO 251 at BUTTON. VMP 212 enroute USA. 1195
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COMINCH to CCM3OPAC Info CT.CPAC.

As Sopac has first priority veur request for sh!pments
are being met and will crntinue to be rmet to the 11
extent that shipnins can te made availeble after denving
mich needed support to areas of lower priority. In ad-
ditlrn to the ships now at NO''MFA and BT 0N shins en-
ronte and loading for ¥ 'EA will arrive throughout Le-
certor at rate excecd'ng 1 ner day. Request you reaffirm
that this accumulation shipping your area 's wanted.

COLSOPAC to OOMOEN ST MARDIV, COMGEN FMAC, COMAMPHFORSOPAC, gtc,
Effective 10 December the OUADALCATAL - TULAGTI position

wlll agssume a status generally similar to other island bases
in South Pacific. The base to be known "CACTUS" will embruce
the alrflelds on GUADALCANAL the seaplane base at TUTAGY and
the Advanced Naval fases and Naval Local Defense Forces at
GUADALCANAL and TULAGI, and all troops and instellations in
the genernl area, Comlen CACTUS will command the base under
Comsopuc, The principal of unity of cormand will be observed,
The adrministration and operation of aircraft will be respon-
81bl11ity of Comairsopac 1s covered in "Organization of air-
craft Sopac” promulgated by Comsopac serisl 205 of August 4,
1042, Naval Advance Bases and lNaval Local Defense Porces
under Cormmavbase CACTUS. For purposes of planning, admini-
stration, and development following presponsibilities are
established: Afirm, Alrfields, seaplane bases, advanced
naval bases, and naval local defense forces, Comnavbaasds
Sopac., Baker. Troops Comgen FMAC (Passes to Comgen Sopac
when Army forces assume defense responsibilittes). Come
amphibforsopac relieved responsitility defense ZACTUS but
retalns responsibility for transportation of reinforcenents
replacements relief units supplies and equipment until Com-
seronsgsopac 18 able to assume thig responsibility, MTRon 3
pPlus JAMESTCWN, MTRon 2 assigned to operational control
Comadnavalbase CACTUS, Comgen FMAC, Comamphforsopae, Com-
navebasesopac have foraction. Comgensopac, Comseronsopac
for info all by hand from Comsopac.

COMSOPAC to COMINCH Info CINCPAC.

Accurmlation shipping, your 071251, considered warranted.
With arrivals Decerber, plus installation pontoon dock expect
raterially improve turn around which i{s main bottleneck at
present, This will be further materials expedited by better
loadine now apparent in recent arrivals. Comsopac sends to
Cominch for actlon, Cincpac information.
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09 0405 CTF 8 to CINCPAC

11 2025

11 2147

Present garrison ADAK, 16,056; TANAGA garrison 0. Pol-
lowing future arrivela ADAK 12th, 600; 14th, 1264; December
28th, 550 completing troop movement to ADAK. January S5th
TANAGA troop movement from ADAK begins. Expected date
completion January 15th, Eventual garrison ADAK 14,361,
Eventual garrison TANACA 4,109. Have no knowledge of mp-
proved preliminary plan for AMCHITKA occupation. Army

survey party proceeds there at early date. CTPF 8 answers
Cincpag 071049.

CINCPAC to COM 14 Info COMINCH

For Admiral Nimitz. B-17 strike reported was in BUIY area.
Photos 9th local show MUNDA airfield 907 completed with
taxi-ways revetments bomb blaat sheltera 4 gun positions.
lHalsey orders Fitch make repeated attacks there, On de-~
parture RINGBOLT, MINNEAPCLIS ordered 2"'TTON; NEW ORLEAXS,
ACACIA., PT reports sinking Jap sub off KAMII'BO night

9th local. Tentative Comsopac plan counter Jap subs
CACTUS, PY locate with redar. crulser Planea !lluminate
area, PTs or available DDs strike. Vanderarift relieved
by Patch, arrives PRISBANE 12th. Halsey advises Mac-
Arthur 757 1st Mardiv have malaria. Time rehabilitation

3, possaibly 6 months considers climate of 3YDHEY or further
South necegsary. RAdm. Wright ordered U.S. temporary duty
by Halsey, Radar and sound by DD last nirht indicate 2
probatle subs 20 rilles from MNE end MOLCKAI. Being hunted

today by 2 LL VPB3. Lo word yet of 11 DU TOKYC~Express
expected CACTUS iast night,

V _OPNAV to COMSOPAC IMFO CIICPAC COM 12, COLNAVBASESGPAC

To facilitate planning orderly flow of base materials as~
slgn relative priority on outstanding and future requests
for base materials and organizationa using decimal system.
Pending receipt of priofities intend ship as followal A,
ACORNS 3 and 4 in December., B, Cormunication corponent LIOH
1 to BUTTON, FAGTRANS, CINCPAC 020109. C. Laterial for
developrment WHITE POPI"Y and Plling requested Cormavbasepac
040421 aa space avallable, D. First echelon LION 1 early
January Commavbasepac 240557, BOAKE asslsting. E. Stevedore
battalions a3 requested my 072053, F. Will nmodify C''B 2

to include all material requested your serlal 0089130 and
gend with 1ts organized and trained personnel to CACTUS and
RIGBOLT. Progressive assignment of priorities will greatl:;
a3siat Integrating concurrent development of WHITE POPPY,

CACTUS, DUTTOM and . shipment subsequent ACORNS, Pass to
Comnavbasopac

1197



stk N
SLCRET
Decemter (GCT)

10 2220 CCHIKNCH Info CINCPAC, COMSOPAC, COMSOWiSPAC

This 13 option, negat Inter Intelli,ence Bulletin Lumter

1l resumes former ORAKGE Kavy summary inforrmtive of trends
and new developments when noted here, Zeal. Hellieve JinC
3rd enroute 3South and willl command striking force of CV's
supnorted by CinC 2nd with availatle CA's and some CLts
plus CD's. In coordination with indicated strong land
taged alrcraft forces in RAPAUL-SC0LONONS believe prirmary
objective will be to gain crntrol of al'r first, sea com-
mand second. CinC 8th now considered in subsidisry holt
concerned logistica GUADALCAUAL and A'MNA with forces limit-
ed to DL'a, 833's and small number CL's. Info concerning
BB's too frasmentary hazard opinion., CinC Comtired be-
lieved to retaln stratecic control impending ~-rrations.
Indicatlon IUKDA further reinforced on 10th.

11 2025 Cincpac to Cominch,

For Admiral Nimitz, B-17 strike reported was in 1IN
area, Photos 9th local show MDA airfield 90 completed
with taxiways revetments bonb »last rhelters 4 gun nosi-
tions, Halsey orders Fitch make reneated attacks there,
OUn departure Ringbolt MINNEATOLI” ordered JITTON, NEW
ORLTGANS ACACIA, PT reports sin’inr Jap Aub off {27130
nirht 9th local, Tentative Jomsonac plan counter JTap
subs CACTUS PBY locate vwith radar eruiser nlenss illume
inute area PTs or aveilanle Uba strike, Vandeerift re-
lieved hy “atoh arrivea T ICLCTE 12th, Halaey advices
MacArthur 75% lst Mardiv have malarin time rehanilitation
3 nossinhly 6 months considers climate of “YIMNFY or further
south necessary, TRAdm “rirht ordered 1.7, temnorsry duty
by Yalsey, Radar and sound by D) last nicsht indlocate 2
nrohbaYle subs 20 miles from Il end M, WAI, BReing hunted
today by 2 DD Y™Bs, No word vet of 11 UD Tox o “xnress
exnected TACTUS laat nieht.

12 1501 2SOM30PAC to ALL ICLAND WU©i7 "IPAS, STF 42, et 1 4C\INJH

Fy 93 4“\40
Refer Comsonac (originator) O70446. ‘learafter follow-
Inrm deslignations will apnly: Jomnavhase TACTIZ inocludes
Jusordinete Commands of Comnavbase L''NGA and Comanaviase
TILAGY, Conpensopac and 1.AC have, Also “onseronropac
and Jomnavadvhase Sopec, +nfo Cominch and Z‘nonac,

12 2112 SIISPAC via vom 12 to CTF & Info COMINCH, CINCP.C AIMIN.

This from uvinepee, Following has been sent by UeWitt with
consurrence of cominch and Cinecpac "Suspend all aotion in
connection with oooupation of TANAGA pending further
instructions from thls headquarters. :etain troops des-
tined for TANAGA at ADAK taking all measures possiile to
contrli ute to their comfort and use them to maximum to
expedite conatruction disnersal areas harbors and atonflga
facilities ADAK, Further information later,
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SCHMINGH to BUAER, SINCLANT, CINCPAZ, Info Bulrd, Lppav, eto,

2lan eventually to return all P37 nlanes from advenged
combat areas, and to renlace with squadrons equipped with
P3¢ planes, aAbout 14 new PR.3C squadrons should lecome
operative on East Uoast by July 1943, Of thece halfl are
assirned vinclant and half Jincpac., Cinclant desijfnate
and arrange for transfer to Pacific at least 1 .¥30
Squadron ner nonth beiinning January, These squmdrona as
receivad will renlace PBY squadrons now in Pacifio.
“inonac desirnate BY squadrons to be returned and Arrange
for thelr return to Continentel U. 5. as appropriste,
Uincpac is authorized to delay return of these aquadrons
at discretion X YUpon return, P T squadrons will hecome
available for redistrlsution Sy Jominch. “nuadron per-
sonnel to be transferred will conrist of 1 and 1’2 combdbat
Tlirht crevs per aircraft assirned, nlus 2 pround officers
and 6 enlisted techniolans per gquadron, Tranafar of
headnuarters squadrons or other rround versonnel not in-
volved in thls movement, Any remdjustment of =uch prround
nersonnel is to he haniled throupsh normal cheannels, Jmer
Initiante advance flow of =unnortins material to nnarating
arcas ms desirnated by Clncnae, umer has this “or a tion,
brd and VOnnav for info,

COL.SOPAC to CIVCPAC Info COMSWPAC, ALl TF COMS SOPAC AREA

Catalina bombed and strafed NUNDA for three hours night

of 13th from 2000 feet, Fortreases and CACTUS planes con-
tinued attacks on 1l4th reporting that runway appeared well
bombed. Scouts report any casualties NUNDA area from bomb~
ing of 12th also that Japs have 5 inch AA gun there. Some
sovrces indicate no Japs on CHOISEUL except radlo post on
northwest tip at MALAVAGA. Two El17's bombed YAHILI RPT
FAHILT on 1l4th meeting no AA or fighter opnosition, From
Comsopac, Gdround forces continued patraols in GUALALCANRAL
on 1l3th and reconnoitered M-runt KUSTIL prior to 1ntended
occupaticn, 2 MG positions mnd orews destroyed., Seversl
ORANGE planes dropped borbs near HELDEKSON FIELD filghter
striv with damage. Destroyer SAUFLY depth charged sub
resulting in oll alick east of GUADALCANAL night of 13th.
B 17's reports 3 DC's, 3 tankers, 4 A¥'s, 1 passenger
liner possibly AR at BUIN. 3 destroyers south of Ay
one with atern blown off being towed by another,

COMINCH to CINCPAC, COMSOPAC, COMWESEAFRON Info MARCORPS, etc.

Para 1. Marine Corps make following 'inite available for
loading at SAN DIEGO beginning 10 Jaruery, 1943, and trans-
fer as soon thereafter as practicable to Sopac area: (Afirm)
Advance echelon headquarters 3rd #ardlv, 12 officers, 100

enlisted men and 200 measurement tons, (Baker) Oth Marine
Regiment relnforced, 243 offlcers, 5400 enlisted men and
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COIINCH to CINCPAC etc. (Continued)

25,000 measurement tons, Para 2, Ult!mate destination
of units as Cincpac directs. [Para 3. XNTS provide sea
transportation 1ssue necessary !nstructions recarding
loading of vessels, and inform other action addresasecs of
nares of vessels involved In movement, date avallatle for
loadinc, and anpreximate date of departure UNITEL 3TATES
ports. Para 4, larcorps (Afirm) Asalst ¢r oprevaratten
of load'npg nlans as necessary, (Baker) Provide normal
weapons and equlpment, 90 davs susply, 10 units of fore
all units. Para 5, éode name this roverent Tiresome.,
“arcorps and Opnav have t hand. }XZ pive to Comzen lat
"AC, Com 11 »u. 4 tc Comgen FIF, 3i5 OIKGO area., Pars ©.
Execute this plan on receipt.

COLSOWESPAC to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC

Information very meager and old concerning DUTCH NEW GUINEA,
following best available: positions {Corsowespacfor sending,
action Cincpac, info Comasopac) at SOAONJ RANC and FAK-FAK
total strength 6-800. Allied ship attacked in eastermn ARA~-
FU'RA SEA 15th by plane presumed from LGEO in AROE ISLANDIS
where carrison estimated 140 in September, 700C troops
Portugese TINOR covering north cosst thoroughly, 26=-4G00
Dutch TIMCR mostly KAPANG area. TORHES STEAIT open but
Somé passes great barrier reef mined according of despatches,
Lortheast NEW GUINEA, WEWAK and MADANG occupled,no estimate
strength, HOLLANDIA not occupled Decamber 4th; native pnlice
pro Japanese. LAE SALAVAUA unreliable, estimate 40C0 in-
cluding construction workers and aircraft fround crews,

CAPE WARD HUNT area 1400. BUNA area 1400. 3000 along

SCPU?A track (leads inland about halfway Letween PUNA snd
J0A

COMINCHE to CINCPAC Info CONOEN FMF AT SAK DIEGO

Reference my 092145. Plan send 12th Marine Defense Battalion
to COPPER early January to relieve 10th Defense Battalion
which will embark same vessel for ROSES. Plan to exchange
12th and 10th equipment thus avold unloading copper. Remain-~
der of 12th Battalion equipment unable to load in vessel
provided by NT3 will be sent from West Coast direct to final
destination for assi nt 4th Defense Eattalion on its with-
drawal from ROSES.. you concur? Request immediate reply
in order to arrange transportation.
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17 0812 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMSOWESPAC, All TP COMS SOPAC.

18 0151

CACTUS ground foroes extended patroling on 15th. Comsopao
puta out the dope. 24 Japs killed. & Marines wounded.
MUNDA bombed by Catalina night of 15th and twice B=17's
on 16th, In the mormning strike 3 of 12 attacking flost
zeros were destroyed and 1 B-17 shet down near APARI,

NEW GEORGIA, Crew rescued. At 2240 L (-11) SBD's on strike
againast 6 DDs seen approsching MUNDA. 1 SBD hit 1 destroyer
with 500 1b. bomb near miss with 200 pounders. 2nd SED
bombed same target fut faliled to return to base and results
unobserved. Other SBED's failed to locate target and bombed
runway. Fortress bombed KAHILI runway morning 16th.
Dauntless and Wildcat silenced anitairoraft positions bombed
and straffed REKATA area evening of 16th, KINGPISHER sank
midget sub GUADALCANAL area. Small schooner destroyed in
RUSSELL ISLAKD by CACTUS air, On 15th XUNDA craters appeared
to have been filled. Photos cn 16th show BALALLE ocorsl
surfaced fighter strip 2000 feet long 75 percent completed.
Local sources report 2 subs at REKATA 4 different nights
during December. 12 DDs, 6 APs AKs, 2 Tankers, 5 float zeros
and 7 flying boats reported at BUIN 16th. Dumaged tanker
gtill anchored there. 8 of the Destroyera arrived BUIN from
north during morning and 6 left for south late in afternoon.

HARUFA and KONGO acoording to captured documents left SOLOMON
action October l4th at speed of 29 knots.

CINCPAC_to COMINCH Info COMSOPAC

My objJection to arrangement your 162115 is that in spite
concurrence my 170645 to tentative destination ROSES for

10th Defense Battalion I think that situation might require
Halsey to change employment this battalion to a forward area.
It 18 the only such organization uncommited and suitable for
this use during the next few months. I had therefore contem-
plated asking Halsey to consider retiring the 4th Defense
Battalion without relief or to fill its place with Army per-
sonnel. Due to freedom from malaria 10th will be more effective
than 4th even after latter has been rehabilitated. Experience
shows undesirability of exchanging weapons particularly when
differences exist. Also it has been found most desirable
where spare parts are immediately avallable. To summarize the
foregoing I think 10th Battalion should leave HAWAII with its
own weapons &and thus ready to land and fight in a forward area

1f required. Request action your 162115 be withheld until
Halsey's further comment obtained
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COM3OPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH

Your 180151 to Cominch. Cominch 162113 not recelved,
Untll your reference was received have planned: Afirm.
10th Defense Battalion relieve 4th ROSES. Baker, 4th
LONGBOW rehabilitatlon; Cast. 1llth (now arriving in
area) temnorarily to BUTTON pending further probable
duty TULAGI-PORT PURVIS; Dog. 3rd now being relieved by
Army CACTUS to LONGBOW rehabilitation, Result availlabi-
1ity, 1lth depending results reconnaissance and develop-
ments, 3rd and 4th available abont March for employment
new areas, Will proceed on above basis unless otherwiase
instructed. Comsopac to Cincpae for info “ominch,

SENAV CACTUS to COMAIRSOPAC Info CINCPAC, COMSOPAC etc.

Summary of flights from dawn yesterday until daylight this
morning. 12 SBD's escorted by fighters hit m& 1330 L)~

11) destroying several building and received no opposition
from enemy planes or AA, 7 B-17's bombed MUNDA 1715 L start-
ing several fires, Anti-aircraft fire light. Runway hae
several bomb cratera from previous raids. These planes,

sent to attack shipping at BUIN were mst by at least 20
enemy planes in air over SHORTLAND ISLAND. Some werse fi's,
some float #'s and other float biplanes. Japs A1d no damge
with phoaphorous bombs but 1 B-17 and 5 P-38 received damage
from bnullets, About 25 float planes and 4 flying boats were
in KULITANAI BAY, SHORTLAND ISALND and AA was received from
KORORO. Weather bad in vicinitx and our striking foroe
turned back and bombed MUNDA. 11 planes returned. 1 B.l7
over KIHILI for 2 hours starting 00453, 1 over MUNDA from
midnight until 0400, 1 spent 2 hours over BUKA leaving i
there at 0300. They dropped 20 hundred pound bombs, seversl -

flares, and many empty bottles at irregular intervals from

BUKA; 1 large fire was left burning at south west end of
runway; 1 DD at northesst end BUKA passage. 3 SHD's, cne
PBY dropped flares and searched unsuccessfully for transport
reported at TASSAFARONGA at 2300 L(-11). No signs of enemy
activity seen'. 3mll groups of Japs straffed during day on
coast road between TONEGI RIVER and TAS3AFARONGA, RDO
BUTTON pass to Comgen 1st Mer for info.

20 2207 SENAV_GUADALCARAL to COMAIRTOPAC, Info CG ARMY FORCES SOPAG, et¢

Condensed version of 24 hours preceding 0600 lLove (-11)
today., Attack on MUNDA by 4 93-17's with indifferent results
at 0700 received little AA, Planes over local Jap territeory
during entire day saw few sicns of activity, Single Jogie
on screen at 2350 came to CAPY TV.°PERANCE and withdrew treack
300, 2 B=17's attacked two AXs East of KIHILI airdrome with
500 1b hombs from 0200 until 0345. Direct hit 2 near misses

(Continued) 1202
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20 2207 SENAV_GUADALCARAL to COMATRSOPAC, etc,{(Continued)

started fire on one ship. 3 near misses on 2nd. Strafed
both vessels. Damaged ship settling by stern when last

seen. Small calibre AA from ship and airdrome. One Port-
ress harassed MUNDA for three hours beginning at 0100

dropped 20 100 pounders from 4000 feet, Results unobserved.
No sign of Jap activity, One similar type plane spent hour
over BUKA dropping 100 1b, bombs. Hit wharf SOHONA TSSPAND(:
8nd north east Jetty starting fire latter place. Sma

calibre antl aircraft ineffective. Another fortress molested
KIHILT from 0200 to 0400 with same armament. Dropped two
bombs on NADI village and two on landing strip on BALLALE
ISLAND, Dally searches all completed, Alr obasrvation
indicates field on BALLALE ISLAND ready for use. Requeat
Photo reconnaissance. Pass to Comgen 1MAC for information.

20 2304 DE WITT to CINCPAC

21 0215

21 0830

From General De Witt to Cincpac. Preliminary report PORMULA
reconnaissance indicates sultable fighter field strip at the
head of CONSTANTINE HARBOR 150 feet wide by 3,000 with metal
mat can be constructed in from 2 to 3 weeks. Sites exist
for flelds more than 5,000 feet long suitable as main fleld
and can be constructed in period estirmted as from 90 to 120
days and provide some dispersion. I interpret this report
88 meaning construction of airfield on FORMULA is feaaible
and as placing Joint Directive in effect. Do you concur?

CTF 8 to CINCPAC

To Cincpac for action., Originator CTF 8 considers additional
forces required for escort and covering in CROWBAR operation
(your 182321) are three modern cruisers, one of which should
be 8 inch and one squedron new DDs, Recognize probable un-
avallabllity but atate estimated requirements as suggested in
reference, Consider early disoovery of movement by enemy air
and subriarines certain threat to BOODLE must result in im-
mediate and maximum possible enemy reaction. Pirst and in-
complete report from FORMULA survey party esteblishes that
Japs have dug test holes east end of island within past month
and are keeping area under close air observation. Am prepar-
ing plans on basis of present local naval strength as any
reenforcement can be absorbed with very minor alteration,

CTF 8 to CINCPAC Info COMINCH COMWESEAFRON, COMNOWESEAFRON .

FORMULA Survey Party returned LONOVIEW December 19. Report
concerning construction air flelds follows. Metsl mat fighter
strip 150 by 3000 feet head of CONSTANTINE HARBOR feasible by
aviation batallion in 2 or 3 weeks after starting construction.
S3ites exist for main airfield with some dispersion. 90 to 120
days estimated to complete fleld 5000 by 200 feet by 1 aviation
batallion. Tracks and test holes indicate enemy has investi-
gated southern end of island for sultable sirfield Island
acouted by enemy air both days but survey party boiiovool ?U’
were not sighted. Addees pass to Cincpao for action.
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23 2215

CTP 8 to CINCGPAC Info COMINCH, CO ADC

CTP 8 reports. Coordinated air attack shore installations
KISKA HARBOR 1345 to 1350 W{(-10) December 20 by & B-24's,
4 B-26's, 4 B-25's, and 9 P-38's. 52 500 poanders on 3Sub-
base area with hits heavy explosions and flames observed
in buildings south of Marine railway. South and north
heads strafed and bombed with 48 100 pound demolition.
Direct hit on gun emplacement and on bullding AA battery
area, Camp area strafed and bombed with 16 each 100
pound incendiaries magneizum and general purpose. Results
not obaserved except hit on munition sheds with heavy ex-
plosion, P-38's strafed camp area south and north head
and beached cargo ship, All planes returped. Light bat-
tle damage from heavy AA, 1 pllot, 1 crew member miner
injuries. For Cincpac action, Cominch info, CO ADC by hand.

CINCPAC to COMWESEAFRONT Info COMINCH
M

For General DeWitt, Concur your 211520 as basis for
inltiating training. Request you send me your suggested
draft of the Joint directive we should issue in carrying
out task B of Cominch 181315. Foregoing besed on assump-
tlons. Afirm, That troops have been or will be made
avallable to your, Baker. That locati~n of amphibious
training 1s satisfactory to Rockwell, Cast. That neces-
sary transports for the indicated combat loading can be
made available for the actual operation agal net BOODLE,

DgWITT to CINCPAC Info COMWRSEAFRON.

Concur entirely your 220557 pass this to Cinocpae handle.
(ooples in pinks as this despatch 1s Most Secret),

CINCPAC to CTF 8 Info COMINCH CTF S_COMWESEAPRON eto.

Execute the following plan which is 1ssued Jointly by Cincpao
and CG Western Defense Command. Objeotive, Ocoupation of
AMCHITKA at earliest date. Purpose. To deny AMCHITEA im-
medlately to enemy and utilize it as soon as possible in air
operations against enemy forces and KISKA installations.
Task. Selze and occupy AMNCHITKA and build airfield thereon.
In Command. Commander Northern Porce (CTP 8) Pacific Pleet.
Forces Asaigned, Task Porce 8 plus INDIANAPOLIS, DEWERY,
WORDEN, KALK, GILLESPIE, MIDDLETON. Army Garrison of about
6000 plus transportation forces as desi ted by ComOen
Western Defense Command. Target Date. anuary PIFTH. Commmand
of Army Forces less aircraft will revert to Army when CO
FORMULA informs CTF 8 he 1a resady to take over, Code nane

of this operation 1s CROW-BAR, dressees pass for info to
interested Army Cormands,
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24 0225

CTF 17 to CINCPAC Info CONGEN 7th AIRFORCE.

CTF 17 speaking. Pass to Comlen 7th Air Porce. +4nitisl
estimates of attack are approximately 90% of projectiles
were placed in target area. Every indication attack
complete surprise. No AA fire until after passage of let
Airplane. Many fires started which were visible 75 miles.
No injury to personnel, only minor damage to aircraft.
Photo airplane departed 0420 Y (Plus 12).

COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info ALL TFC SOPAC COMSOWRSTPAC NZNB.

Day long strafing Nip positions GUADALCANAL featured activity
there 23rd., 8BTs, SEDs and fortresses hit MUNDA noon same
day concentrating areas just north and east of field and on
coastal gun positions and west end runway. 7 zeros downed

by fighter escort. Photos this strike show clearing under-
wey for possible extension eastern end of strip, which ap-
pears useable. 3ingle B-17 harassed NMUNDA prior dawn today.
1 AK, 8 other ships BUIN yesterday with 20 planes on KAHILI
fleld. At 230535 GCT 1 CL, 1 DD between FAISI and VELLA LA-

VELLA on southeast course, From Comsopac. NWX pass to KXNB
for info.

CTP 8 to CINCPAC

Comtaskforce 8 sends. Radio Honolulu pass to Cinepac for
action, DeWitts orders to Buckner establish CROBAR Army
force as folliowst: 1lst Echelon total 2952 composed of 1
Battalion infantry, 1 Battery 75's, 1 Battery 155's, 2
Antieircraft Batterles, plus regiment engineers; 2nd Echelon
probably 2 weeks later total 1600 composed of 1 Battaslion
of infantry, plus engineers. 1000miscellaneocus troops not
yet assigned to echelona, Total 55660. Buckner's chief of
staff reports from personal conference with DeWitt in San
Francisco that latter realizes larger garrison more desir-
able but has decided against increased force for the fol-
lowing reasons: A, Additional freight tonnage involved.
B. "The Navy 1s confident the movement will be unopposed

end that thex can prevent anything coming either to FORMULA
or LONGVIEW.",
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25 0449

26 0224

CINCPAC TO "CYSOPAC INMWO CrUSCWESTPACACR, fNalil CPal o000 b,

—————

Pregent concentration over 1.0 Jap osilps In Halall effers
vest chwwnce of war to dute to strike erippline blow at enemy
overseas transportation service. Hequest ~cur {-ess wnd
speclfic comments na to nlunes end munitlers avallatle f-r
all out alr satrixe combiring low altitude tomb and toroe to
attack cn chionine by medium tombers wrnt 11 ttalrp £1 <eop
scort from PUTTON vim ZACTUS ccordinated wit- muxirum af'l 'rt
b henvy bomburdment aviaticn arnlnst ad’acent alrdr mes ard
an installatlons in RARATL area, Zroriinati-r w! e, Sceeaiua

forces nececsary Iin order to provide maximum el ort,  anooest
von talte up with Xac arthur., alse belleve thulas CRETHT O nCen.
tratlon varrants rreator numbor of ~ur submurtnes 'rn Tar Al
amronches, “arpenter pasc to NacArtiur,

COV3SOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH COMAIRSOPAC COMGEN CACTUS ETC

Comsopac sending, Current night nuissnce raids over CACTUS
are lowering combat efficiency of our troops through loss of
sleep and increased exposure to malaria during hours of dark-
ness spent in fox holes snd dubouts. Recormend that a
minirum of G night fighting aircraft with homing radars and
personnel now undergoing night fighter training plus around
equipment be dispatched CACTUS earliest time. Best avallable
altitude determining intercepter radars with night fiehter
directing personnel should accompany. Advise. Action Cincpsee
info Comlnch, Comairpac, Comsen CACTUS, Comairwinesmac,
Corrensopac, Comfair NCUWEA by hand, Comairsopac, olease pass
to Comairwing 1.

COMAIRSOPAC TO COMSOPACFOR Info CINCPAC, COX30%ESPACFOR

Christmas photos BALLALE ISLAND show landing strip to be
surfaced 3500 feet with 500 feet north east end unfinished.
Clearing extends complete length island from northeast to
southwest beaches, Disperssl lane southwest end much irm-
proved. 1 Revetment finished 7 more under construction.
Similar dispersal area started to northeast end. ko planes
ocbserved but atrip looks serviceable. Large conocentration
stores southwest tip of island. Previous dispatch erronecusly
reported strip to be shorter. Careful check show these
measurerients more accurate,
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December (GCT)

30 0350 COKSOPAC to CINCPAC,

50 0627

Urdis 270841 November. Following planned. A. By 1¢ Jan.
entire Americal and 25th Divisions in CACTUS. 2nd Marine
Division in CACTUS. 1st larine Division in AUSTRALIA.

214th Coast Artillery Regiment embarking WHITE POPPY for
CACTU3. 1st Raider Dattallion and 2nd Parachute Bettalion
fror SPOONER embarking at POPPY, 6th Construction Battslion
enroute CACTUS to FULCRUM for rehabilitation. B. About

25 Jonuary 2nd Marine Regiment embark CACTUS for LON3ROW,
27tk Construction Battalion embark WHITE POPPY for CACTUS.
C. Debark 3rd Railder Battalion from STRAW at PUTTON. D,

30 January embark Sth Marine Hegiment at CACTUS for LONGEOW.
E, 20 February embark 6th Marinc Regiment at CACT'S for
LONGBOW. F, About 14 January 1llth Defense Battalion unload
RINGBOLT for gradual transfer to PORT PURVIS, More detalled
info regarding movements by airmaill,

COMSOPAC to CINCPAC info COMSOWLSPAC, ALL TF COKS SCPaC etc.

CACTUS Msarines killed 110 Japs 27th and results artillery
fire plus minor clashes raise total enemy slain GUAZALZANAL
past few days to 155-165., Pair of small AKs at WICKHKAM

left blazing exploding total wrecks after 2 BLUE alr strikes
29th. Early CATS harassed MUNDA 29th and 30th dropping tombs
and mortar shella. Comsopac daily dope. Rdo AUCKLAND pase
to NZNB. Hemvy AA 29th from point and shore emplacerents
toward KOKENGOLO, Further reports much barve activity and
unlecading southeast KOLOMBANUARA, KUNLU POINT west GANONIGA
also may be staging point NUNDA supply. Barces small AKs
there 27th and 100 men ashore. Native patrol SANTA ISABEL
jumped 24 Japs December 28th only 3 escaped alive, 29th

olr search REKATA saw construction continuines PAPATUHA
ISLAND strafed 3 float planes on water.

30 1223CONSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH,

Cincpac action Comsopac originator Cominch info. Cominch
151650 . Cincpac 170505. Following units CACTU3-RINGBOLT

area by unit, Officers strength, enliated. A, Army. 246th
F.A. Battallon 25, 418, 164th Inf. Regt. 123, 3325. 182nd
Inf. Regt, 125, 2511, 247th F,A, Battalion 26, 369, 245th
F.A, Battalion 29, 524. 132nd Inf. Regt. 12G, 3536.

Americal Divislon service troops 102, 1235, reconnaiassance
3quadron 12, 470, B, Navy. Advanced Bases 138, 604, 6th
Construction Battallon 17, 955. Acorn Red 150, 1368. C,
Marine. First Marine Division aervice and speclal detach-
ment 25, 1000, 7th Marines reinforced 241, 4202. 3econd
marines relnforced 209, 4435. 8th Marines reinforced 140,
2808. 3rd Defense Battalion 241, 4202. 5th Defense Fattallon
79, 272, 9th Defense Battalion 51, 1139, 3rd Barrage Balloon
Squadron 11, 220, 18th Construction Battalion 14, 523.

155 mm Battery Corps Artillery 7, 148. Info militery equip-
ment not withdrawn followa by airmail. 1207
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31 0836

31 0830

31 0459

COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMSWPAC, ALL TF COMS SOPAC, etc.

Daily dope from Comaopac patrols killed 20 more Japs and
single dive bomber demolished heavy gun behind their lines
the 30th. 1700 love (=11) same day SED's and F4F's reid-
ed REKATA scoring bomb hits new bulldings PAPATIRAGIA
ISLANDC and other structures SUAVANUA POINT. Only slight
AA. 3pecial RECCE VILA ares southeastern KCLOMBANGARA
1140 love 30 negative., WICKHAM HARBOR empty oll slicks
evidence almost certaln destruction AK's bombed there
29th, P-39's and F4AF's destroyed 5 small barges another
polnt on scuth VANGUNU 1300 love 30th. CW reports Db
close inshore CHOISEUL BAY 30th and DD patrols off north-
ern entrance TONOLEI area said deily late afternoon routine,
liips hot breath on North SOLOMONS watchers and 1 in
CHOISEUL made forced move yesterday. Shipping still! light
FAISI-BUIN area but 91 vessels seen RABAUL 1000 love 30th.
KHedium bombers now using NUNDA where PBY's made nuisance
raids this morning. At 0600 love 31 aearch from CACTUS
saw 5 submerged possible midget subs in MAROVO LAGOON.
Strike despatched. BLUE subs report followl ng successes:
ALBACORE got 6,000 ton AX or AP juat off MADANG December

k8th., GREENLING sank 2 AK's northeast of ADMIRALTYS and
DD north by BOUGAINVILLE STRAIT.

CCMARAIRWING 2 to COMAIRSOPAC Infn» CIKCPAC, COKSOPAC etc.

6 B-26's protected by 4 Lightningas ClA, 4 Cobras CHA,

4 Wildcats dropped 6 500 and 42 100 pound b-mbs NUNDA
fleld 1630 L (minus 11) CKA altitude 8000. No enemy
planes seen on ground or in air, AA heavy but not ef-
fective, 1 P-39 landed in water on way u:p CMA pilot
ashore safely RUSJELL. About 8 large caliber AA guna
now at MUNDA, Wildcats had difficulty maintalining speed
of bombers, Hand for info to Comgen PNAW,

CTINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMOENHAWDEPT

Presume you have been informed of Emmons 282325 to Chief
of Staff, U.3, Army. I plan ts glve maxirmum enployment
to bombardment aircraft as suggested by your 261315,

This 1s not only effective action arainat enemy but ex-
cellent training for all concerned, In addition belileve
inportant to add to long range search and striking forces
here while there is threat to outlying bases this area.
Addtlonal bombardment group is most desirable.
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31 1100

31 1112

31 1124

COMSOPAC to CTP 63, CTP &7 Info COMGEN CACTUS, ete.

511100 part 1 of 3 parts. Comsopac Operation Plan 1-43.

Task Oroup 62,6 Captain Reifsnider consisting 6 AP's, 1 AK,

5 DD's depart WHITE POPPY 1800 QCT Cecember 31at to land troop
reenforcements and cargo for GUADALCANAL and TULAOI embark
personnel and equipment for further transfer in accordance
Comtaskfor 62 Operation Order A26-42. Landings 1s scheduled
to commence LUNGA POINT area by 1830 GCT January 3rd. Es-
timate withdrawal of 5 AP's with personnel will be ¢ lated
by local night January 6th. Taak organization. Taak Force

63 Vice Admiral Fitch shore-based air units CACTU3, RING-
BOLT, BUTTON, Task Force 64 Rear Admiral Lee Batdlv 6:
DUNLAP, FANNING, MAURY, LARDNER, Task Force €7 Rear Admiral
Ainsworth; LOUISVILLE, HONOLULU, HELENA, NASHVILIE, 8T, LOUIS,
COLUMBIA, ACHILLES, FLETCHER, DRAYTON, LAVSOK, OBANLON, NICHO-
LAS, ORAYBACK. Task unit 66.1.6 Commander Ryan: PLATTE,
LANSDOWNE, no general task. This force will cover Taak
Oroup G2.6 until safe withdrawal of 5 AP's from CACT"S area
as determined by Commander, South Pacific Force. End

part 1, Addees who have al) 3 parts by hand and otherwige
stated in part 3.

COMSOPAC to CTF 63, CTF €7 Info CTF 42, CINCPAC, etc,

This 18 part 2 of my Opplan 1-43., Tesks. Task Force 63
provide close air protection for Task Oroup 62.6 from point
Q until safe withdrawal 5 AP's, strike enemy forces and in-
stallations repeatedly commencing 3 January as far north _
és and including HBUIN area, provide air protection for approach
and withdrawal of Task Force 67 MUNDA bombardment unit peri od
(Comsowespac Plans to strike RARAUL every morning until and
including January 7th)}. Task Force 64 depart Hg%IEA 1800

GCT January 1lst arrive point S 0800 GCT January 3rd operating
thereafter aa practicable in general area point 3 until
otherwise directed, Task Force 67 depart BUTTON 0300 OCT
January 2nd contact Task Oroup 62.6 approximately 60 miles
south of Point Q at 2100 GCT January 2nd, proceed independ-
ently thereafter to operate 100 miles northeast of point 4,
detach unit to bombard MUNDA airfield installation NEW CEORGIA
the night of Jenuary 4th local date, be prepared to soundsr
enemy threats againat landing and withdrawal operations of
Task Group 62,6, Task Unit 66.1.6 depart WHITE POPPY 1800

GCT January 2nd proceed to arrive point O at 2300 GCT the

4th, operate to eastward passing through peint © daily at

2000 and 0700 all GCT for fueling rendezvous until further

orders. Finish part 2. Adees who have al} & parts by hand
or otherwise listed in part 3

COMSOPAC to CTF 63, CTP 64, ALL TF COMSOPAC, ORAYEACK, etc,

Part 2of 311100 started "This is »art 2 of my Opplan 1-43".
What follows 1a part 3 of Comsopac 311100. Og lan 1-43 girt
5. Loglatics fuel in battleships, cru!lsers, EATTB, WHI
POPPY, BUTTON, Communications in accordance Pac 70 TP Com-
manders frequency 4205 KCS series. In addition Comsopac] 209
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31 1124

01 0514

31 2140

(Continued)

wlll guard secondary series as follows: commencing with
execution this plan. 4295 KCS from 0700 to 80C GCT. 8590
continuously. 12885 from 1800 to 0700 GCT. Employ secondary
frequencies as necesaitated by volumna of traffic or inter-
ference on a primary circuit, Operat'on traffic will bve
paralleled on HPM fox and loted during period of operations.
Point O latitude 14 South, longitude 164 East; point ( lat.
12-30 South, long. 162-45 East;point 8 lat. 15 3douth, long.
159 East. This Operation Plan effective on receipt, Com-
sonacfor at NOUNEA. End Cperation Plan. CTF 62, CTG ¢2.€
and Comseronsopac have bty hand for Information., CTP €4 action
and Comgensonac info by hand, Comgen CACTU'S and Cormnavbases

CACTU3 and RIIGROLT info. JHAYPACK has in ancther svastem
&3 an action addee,

COUSOrAC to COMNAVBASESOPAC, COMGEN CACTUS, COMOEY 13T MAC.

PORT PURVIS (FLORIDA ISLAND) development as fleet anchorage
and transhipment point approved. Harbor aurvey and develop.
ment of harbor facilities, underwater defenses, shore storage
facilities responsibility Comnavbasessopsc. Defense PORT
PURVIS responsibility Comgen CACTUS., 1lth Defense Battalion
assigned as initial defense force. Reaponaible Commanders
proceed with development PORT PURVIS earliest practicable
date and make detailed recommendation for ultimate develop-
ment and defense. Code name PINNCNEY assigned PORT PURVIS.,
Carpender pass to MacArthur, Comsopac sends. Comnavbase-
sopac has as action adee, Also action Comgen CACTUS, Comgen

1st MAC, Comgen Sopac, CTF 62, Comseronsopac have by hand
all info, Comnavbase CACTUS info

CTF 8 to CINCPAC Info COMINCH, COMGEN ADC.

Alr action as follows., All times GCT. Por action Cinopan
Info Cominch., From CTF 8, 2130 December 30th 14 P-38's,

S B-25's found recently arrived AK's or AP's KISKA {ARBOR,
Also 3 small subs probably mldgets. 8 Lightnings proceed-
ing for bombing and strafing attack engaged by 4 float zeros
at 2000 feet. Attack broken up. 2 Lightnings shot down 1
zero crashed water. 5 other float zeros seen in air. 1

B-25 shot down (Probably AA fire). Other 2 atteoked cargo
ships with 4 500 pounders and 3 300's, Results unobserved,

2nd attack at 0147 on 31st. 5 heavies 8 medium dropped 77
quarter ton bombs and 5-300 on cargo ships. Observed results
include 3 hits one ship 2 on other with smoke and heavy
explosion from 1. During afternoon attack bombers encountered
1 Float zero. Catalina off KISKA attacked by 4 zeros evaded
in cloud cover. Afternoon photographs show 6 zero (4 twin
float 2 single float) on besch also show new ahips are ap-
proximately 465 and 300 feet in length. Former still loaded.
Armg Catalina during morning attack landed vioinity crashed
B-25 and took off but not heard from sinoe. All plenes after-

noon mission returned, minor damage, 1 tail gunner kulrelo
2 pllots minor injuries from AA.
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01 1136 COM3SOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH.,

For Cincpac Cominch only. From Comsopac. Coninch 311405,
end Marine Division being withdrawn as rapidly ss avallabilicy
shipping permita. Plan Yoading 2nd and 8th Marines CACTUS

25th and 28th, 6th Marines now enroute arrive CACTUS 4th for

6 weeks combat experience., 3ee also last jentence thila desputch.
Ships which land 6th will load 7th for ADOBE. Copy shipoing
sciiedule has been airmalled Cincpac. Last element Army 20th
Division due CACTUS 4th, Present plana for cleanine up CACTUS
sltuation: A. Seizure by Army of POINT AUSTIN a Jap held htll
ma3s domlnating present position from south. B, Llanding re-
inforced regiment vicinity TASSAFARCLGA about 18th to sever

Jap communicatlons and rocket ‘ap matn Yody, C. Subseqent
cleanins up operations, For Jour npersorial lnformaticn were it
practicable to withdraw them eaurlier I would feel reter.t'on
Second Marine Division CACTUS as outlined sbove cssential

unt!l
hrmy ccmbat efficlency has been demonstrated,
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Jecember 1lst

Turther renorts of the Lth Wmttle f 7.7 are c.ntained s
In JTF 67 010655 [via omsonaec) and lear Admira) Tledn.a'n
012252 and 020011, It {3 believad thut our danAzed aru’sers ~n.
ba patched unp And sent to AUTILU IA for nre’'=inarvy rensirs,
then to V.,”, yards, DReer Admiral ‘ri-nt's force has reoilue! )
another nush of the enemy aAnd inflictel severe 1= e, & oan- '
tinue to retnin command of the sen 14 the . outhepn e

Twenty six Tan survivors of a Tan "1 landed at AT a3
stated that thelr shin was Ine 2 5 L' attemntine t - ran 8 :n-
nlies 1 to ATADAT L. b

TF 16 wil! go t5 F777 and TF 11 to "I "4, oth tralining
enroute, The ATT777I07 will fa'n TF 67 at 7" 3ITH ~ o . Tre
TUITVTTTE will fo to Tonac instead of RV

I

sctivity in the WNIA ares continues, hut 18 nn% Af matop
nronortions,

T B 020600 i hia onerat® an arder t denl wity rnanmy »
eonvoys annroachineg the estern UV 7TIATT )

The " NTTIIITL, 1AVALTUTT, Aand UTYULUIT Are ordere; to
the Jacific Fleet f'ron the Atlaatic,

b

It is s8t{11 indicated that a ne Jor nttesot 2 peo otogre :
AR T, 1 RN - _/f
20TV is aakine un, -

| G
Decemher 2nd,

The Tokyo exnress, comnosad of ? ThA, 2 I, A ") was inter- ]
cepted 150 miles northwest of SATTUS durine the late mfternoon hy
planes from CAITUS,  Our reports elva 2 - 1900-~ound »omh hits
on one cruiser, 1 - 1000-nound homb hlt on sesond cralser, 2
torpado hits on another shin, 2 nossible hits on another shlp,

On the other hand, the Jups revort no damace In this attucx, It
seems extremely difficult to assess damage Inufllcted by our
planes. Damare is believed less than renorted,

There was only minor activity hy natrols at . TU. durlne
the day. The fire in the forward holds of the ~L.I3i continuesd
burning on the 1st {(local). All undamagad carrc has been unloasded,
Salvare nossihbilities are being investigated, Other lovistic
siupnort of JACTUZ 1a proceeding in a satisfactory manner. inring
the nipght enemy vlanes were reported overhead,

Engine mepalrs to the SARATCSA and COLM7IA wlill be at-
tempted at NCIMEA,
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Denenmver 2nd  (Continued)

The 1elPl 1 0T 1y now renorte? nale tu mrocesd o LU
under own »nower st asmmt 10 <noty,

There were gevernl renorts of enam a.uarined {0 the
area to the south of the " 1 0L 17 veater:inyv, RHEE LRI S I P TR
and atta:ks on nrime tAarrets Are to he axnectad,

The Mirst liarine 2iviaslon at 1 0T will he relleved as
jcon as nnaninle and sent to T AT, resortine to Daerower ac,

ZJormsonac 020037 nink comtients on Jorfneh'a nrenosnl Tor
sraadine un the aumnaien In the ™ 10 17,

Ag Corminch expressed doubt conternine omernt loe o wmt ity 3
In "Pacs, Slnepaas sant %14 2704571 oink which reviews the nee! of
277 pun vower in certaln circinntances, snd wnegeata thet Jdoe-lalorpn
. 8h»uld be made now repgardine lenrthy mofernizatinn ar o iy,

The next section of the 28th Livialon w'll nove Trom
PUATL to the outh Pacifie on Decemhar Ath, nn! tha *'nal an~tion
I axnented to leave the 15th,

To warn seninat minor Tup afforta at ! DALL on Lecemwr 7ty
Jinepac sent hls 027155 to -ompenhmwdent snl Comhawrestron,

Thare ara no new mulor enenr davel nranty,
-~

Cuyv/

There were no major developmenta In the South Paciflic
“during the day. Early in the morning 2 DDs and 2 other enemy
ships were seen 100 miles northwest of CACTUS., %No report of
a strike on these was recelved, but 1t 1s xnown that the weather
wes bad, Ground actlon at CACTUS was limited to minar ~atrol
actions, ComSoPac's 040459 gives plans for landine strips and
alr at CACTUS.,

December 3rd.

The GUDGEON returning from patrol in the NEW IRELA%D-
SHORTLAKDS area reports slnking 3 AKs totalling 22,100 tons.

Prisoners of war recently captured from DDs sunk off LUNGA
Indicate the HEYEL and KIRSHINA were sunk in mléd-November, and
that 5 CVs are at TRUK and are damajed.

There 18 a rather large concentration of shipoing in the
TULAGI - QUATALCANAL area today. Demaged crulsers are still there
and several AKs are unloading,

121
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SECRET

December 3rd {Continued)

The POMPOM movement 1s in part the tranafer of Marine
replacements from !IORFOLK to the STRAW area.

Minor activity continues ‘n the BUNA area. A larye number
of SWPac planes attacked enemy DDs retiring south of NEW BHITAIN
but falled to ret hits,

Cominch 031740 plnk answers Cincpac in regards to modern-
1zatlon and present employment of OBBa. Cincpac 040253 does not
deslre to expose unnecessarily the NEW MEXICO and MISSISSIPPI to
underwater damage and considers that operations west of FIJI under
present conditions would result in such exposure., These vessels
depart from PEARL for the South on December 6&th,

Cominch has ordered four more APs and 2 more AKs from the
Atlantic to Pacific Fleet during December,

It 1s believed that the enemy is now makirg errenrements for
another major effort to recapture the Southern 30LOMONS, Convoys
are enroute to the Western ALEUTIANS, bu* the atrencth and purpose
of thls move i3 not clear. Ko major threat to the MIIMAY-OAHU 1ine

1s seen, Minor raids in the Central Pacific continue tc te possible.

]
December 4th. -

The day was generally qulet in the Central snd South Pacifie
arcas, TF 11 and 16 are at sea tralning and will go to NOUMEA and
NANDI respectively. TF 67 1s at ESPIRITY SANTC. TF G4 1s divided
between NOUMEA and NANDI with the NORTH CAROLINA at KANDI and the

WASHINGTON at NOUMEA. TF 65 1s at NANDI, The NEW KEXICO, with CTP 1

embarked, and the MISSISSIPPI will proceed initislly to NANDI, The
INDIAKA and COLUMBIA are at NOUMEA,

There were no major sightings 1in the Southern SOLCXONS area.
Enemy subs continue active in that general area, including midget
subs believed using KAMIMBO as a base,

The logistic supply of CACTUS 1s beinz alowed down sorewhat
because of shortage of boats,

Comsopac 041153 summarizes his day.

Our damaged cruisers are still at TULAGI., Their condition

today is not reported. The salvage possiblilities of the ALCHIBA at
CACTUS are being investigated,

The KENMORE grounded when leaving TULAGI, but came off about
ten hours later with no apparent dansge.

(Continued on next page) : 1214
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December 4th, (Continued)

Comsopac recommends acaeinst an attempt to salvase the
COOLIDGE at this time {(032127).

An eneny force was reported about 200 miles south of
ANCHITKA by a search plane, The report !s complete as shown vy
2TF 8 042153, On return the pilot reported that no rositive
contact had been made. As we and CTF £ have good informaition
ol eneny convoys approaching the Western ALEUTIANS, the contact
wag belleved authentic, CTF § mlerted his forces and sent ciut s
search and strike to develop and attack the eneny. lils forces
resumed operatlons In accordance with his Op, Crder 15-42 when

the report waa seen to be erroneocus, It !s not clear hLere why .
the report was made. ‘

Cominch 041750 alerts agalnst a Jap move on Lecember 7.
“o major Jap action on that day is considered likely. The enemy
is continulne to gather his forces for another push toward CACTUS3
but there 1s no indication that he can move that soon, o

: {
vecember Sth,

—

Qecnué@'?&rface units are axpected to nttemnt to relintor-e
FL0LL AL efween the 6th and 12th, admiral “inlaey ordered
moves indleated in Jlnepac 062031, Tt rust e assuwaed thet the
WAATUTA fe oecamnleting turbine renairs mg ghe whs not andered

to rendezvous with other comhatant units, The 220 - Li left

T LAGL for EUPIRITU CANTO, The LIIME.CLLI and 17 ¢ Lol are
not yat ready to leava TIJLAGT,

The remnrkanle trip of the nd ralders at ¥
descri»ed in Jonsopac 0AN1LA, -

P e e,y
A erraadiAads 1n

TW 2 gearch of the “Western ALY ™I 0™ todny was nerntive,

Tt indicates that the wenther waAs r~ood - mAY_he onnd anourh to
homh U I0KA,

Cominch 051441 shows that L A’= and 7 i¥a nbove thosns
previously mentioned are to he sent to lincpac from the Atlenti-,
Sominch pronoses to renlace 1 ¢ 'L with 1 DL In order to rake
another "L available “or Task “orae ©17UT,

Indiecations of a mafor =ush towmrd the “Authern R I
2ontlnue, The time is uncertmin, Tecause of thls nush no mnlor
activity by the enemv In Any other “8~17lc arem is conaldernd
nossisle, The move of troons to the AL 7PTAN sontl-uas, A ~=lnor
rald in the lawaiian llem Frontier ¢s ncaslble »ut not ~robable,



ELRT

Leaorber Hth

Hour Admiral [ inksld lenves here Lomorrow to take o=
~und of the liorth Meciric Force (T7 R}, An intenvive prelisminary
stady of the nroblem of selzing ' 1 XA has bueen nnde hers, wnt
driiral ! inkald has been mhde Milly Acqurinted with She “pesont

views of Adwiral imltz on that suajeoct

At A TallL our lopdstle supaly of the Larines ia

creceadineg At elsht in the morninges the oo 0L 0 wa torredons

for the segpnd time; this time oy a revorted ‘-men sunmerine,
Th (s ,r-hjpm he A totnl loas,

The MCUCLULT wnd 1-L0MA nlus 0 bl have Heen oruersd to
oin other combatant units of TF 64, mentioned yesterdny, on the
Rt‘ {locnl), OTF 64 in the wacihon will operate in an ares
asxont 200 miles southwesat of SUADAZATIAL, The 'L HTH o0«

- asa 1l
and 1) escorts Aalso wlll Join TF 64, T7 1n will ™iel starting
tomorrow evenine mahout 270 miles southwest os 7T Z'Liﬂﬁ.

Late in the evenines the T{:Y  “Ixnreas was si.obtad hane-
ine toward WIADALDANAL off the east noast of "™ L3, o

“urther word was heard of this proun, vhich wns reoorted as at
lenat G Dha,

In the TYOINT aren 2 23 6§ 340 2 1, 10 00 &

. Aooor
W, were renorted, At SAGWUL At lenst 0 shias werne

LSRN lnt,"‘d .

The ".'. LIfC 18 mazround at V.UTA VAT a4, A tur 1w
neinge aent o amsslst the THET in hauling of & the shin,

“ither the TLG¥ or LU will relleve nne ' L in the

s e

“Lmafor, It fa expectad that the 1L will ne added ro &,

L

Jomaopac 061929 annroves the daveloanmant of <M ' us
an advance onaratine Yase of LILN dimenslons,

The enemy ls making larse troon movements to the L'l
aren, Combatant units, including Vs, are nelieved nauenbling

for another major attenpt to recnhturﬂ the Southern .4U“'W .
In the rienntime supplies are heine broupht Into Wainbialiad hy
subnarines, and 2’3 seem wArmarked for the same dut A4 long

a3 these operations continue,no threat to the LILWaAY - « AU line
1s seen, or eourse, minor raids on our advancad poaitions In
the lentral Paciflc are always a possibility,

The AI'TIAN situmtion is obscure, -

v Ao
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ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION Dec 7,134

I - SUMMARY OF THE SITUATION

1. As 8 result of recent actions in the 3O0LOMONS .;%E
we are in cormand of the sea and air in the Southern 30LOKOANS
and approaches thereto,

2. Cur positions at GUADALCAKAL and TULAGI are not apt
to be recaptured. At GUADALCAKAL there still remain the fol-
lowing major items to he accomplished:

(a) Eliminate the enemy troops thereon.
(b) Construct alternate landing flelds.

(¢) Provide for logistic supply; which includes bulk
avgas storage tanks with plpe lines so that bulk
carriers can diacharge; roads; storage space;
welght handling gear; etc.,

b QUADALCANAL 18 our most acdvanced position, 1Its secur-

ity requires the occupation and development of further advanced
positions,

4, The NEW GUINEA situstion 1s not satisfactory but 1is
not dangerocus at present. The enemy 1s attempting to improve
positions on the northeast coast, but 1t 1s unlikely that con-
trol can be extended to the southern coast. This is particul-
arly true 1f pressure continues in the 3OLCMON3,

IT - THE PROBLEK

1. WPL-46~PC 18 the broad directive for the campalign.
Task One, which 1s the seizure and occupsation of the SANTA CRUZ
Islands, TULAGI, and ad]Jacent positions, has been completed
except for the SANTA CRUZ operation which has been deferred,

2, Task Two 13 the selizure and occupation of the remain-
der of the SOLOMONS ISLANDS, LAE, SALANMAUA and the north coast
of NEW GUINEK, The Supreme Commander, Southwest Pacific was
asgicned to cormand for this Task. Due to the changing situa-
tion 1t 13 evident that that Task, and the assignment of the
Cormander, must be reconsidered.

S, Task Three involves the expulsion of the enemy from
the BISMARK ARCHIPELAGO, As 1s the case with Task Two, certain
revisicns to meet the situsation are to be expected.
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IT - THE PROBLEK (Continued)

4. The problem is to estimate the how, when, and where
of the resumption of the offensive; to restate Task Two; and
to suggest command to it the restated Task.

5. Other tasks asaigned to the Commander in Chief, Pac-
1flc Ocean Areas are stil] effective,

III - MEANS AVAILABLE AND OPPQSED.
1, Own. (Under Cincpac)

(a) Surface:

Nov, 24 Feb, 20* May 20*
BB 3 5 6
OBB 4 8 9
cv 2 2 7
CA 4 7 12
CL 3 9 9
CL(AA) 2 2 2
DD 42 81 96
ss 30 30 53
APD 3 10 ?
AVD 4 4 4
ACY 4 9 ?
AP 14 17 ?
AK 6 7 ?
AO 19 24 2t
LC - Exact No. 132
in doubt.
LS - 7 72

*No estimate of losses includaed,
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(b) Alp:

(as assigned bty Jolnt Plan)

vorr

: AAP : A «TICER
:Class :Alirgoraft :.o P ALY
funu IA.L. M H H .
(lncl T LAGY ) : : : RNZAFP
: 1 VTB 12 :Hudsona: 12
: : Yoo 8 :
. HI' Y, : 18 :
: Ftr : 25 ;3 VP 18 :
NOERT : : : :
{*hen ready) : M/8 7 : VOS g
: Ftr :
SPIRITU SANTO : M/® @ 13 :
: ' + VO3 8
: H : VSR i8
t Ftr 25 : VF R
EFATE T M/8 6 : 8

: Ftr ; 2g H

: V3B

V¥

VPH

. M/B 13 vos
: Ftr 33 : V3o
: Trans: 13+ HEA /4

WZAF 13
'iydeons:
8 : :
18
18

FIJT T /8 ¢ 13 :
: : : :Hudsons: 12
: : :S3inga- :
: : : : pores : N
: Ftr 25 : :Vincents:
Non ZBRALAND H : tisn vom Q48
TFEEITIﬁ54' ? tr 7 2% . VOO B : :
SAMOAN Ares (In-. : : : :
cl., FUNAFUTI : ¢ Y03 24 : :
#ALLIS, TTUiLA, ; : : VSB 18 : :
UPOIU} : : : VR 27 : :
BORABORA : : : VPB 2 : :
: : YOS 8 :
TEON 3 :

: M/B or L/B-13, or VSB

12
I 1

*Operating throughout NEW CALEDONIA - GUADALCANAL - NDENI -

FIJI Ares,

X To be manned by R,N.Z.A.F. perscnnel,
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(b) ALr: (Continued)

Explanatory Memorandum on Recormended Employ-
ment of Flanes.

GUADALCANAL, NDENI, ESPIRITU SANTO, and EPATE are
consldered front line positions. The first three are to be
kept filled with 1light and medium planes to operating capacity,
reserves to an aggregate of 150% or more in the back areas of
flyable planes with pilota. The Army considers the plenes in
NEW CALEDONIA, FIJI and TONGATABU a pert of this flyable reserve.

As the capacity of GUADALCANAL, KDENI, and ESPIRITU
SANTO increases, the number of planes assigned thereto must
keep step with the capacity, with corresponding increases in
reserves, Thls also applies to new positions selzed,

Half the Army fighters asalgned to the forward posi-
tions should be high altitude fighters., This matter was dis-
cussed but not concluded,

(¢) Troops:
Appended.
(d) Logiatics:
' There are no insuperable logistic difficulties.
Adequate support of all kinds ia available in the ares. The

usual difficulties, which are met when landing on beaches
with no faclilities, will have to be overcome,
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2. Eneny

Eneny Surface Strensth: Lovenber 23, 1942,

BB -

fad]
H -

w

J"\U‘\’ -

35 -

10 {2 were probably sunk; 2 probvatly damaced)
3LOYANTY  « prebably damaved,

ZUINAEKUY  « probubly damared.

axrJe - possibly sunk

2UTHO

HOSHO

HAYATAKA

HITAKA - dama -ed,

OTAXA

TIYC

CHUYO

CHITOSE - damazed

CHIYODA, NI33HIK, ATI3SUSHILA

4 - 6.

Abtout 105 in Navy. MNot thouzht feaslble to er-
ploy more than 40 in the 5outh Pacific,

About 40 avallable for uae i the 3out: razific.

Enemy Alr Strenﬁth - Naval alr,

This does not {nclude ship hased planes. Also,
there 1s inasufficient {nformat'er- to estfirate Army atr

strenrth. It seems probable that Army alr 1s mavirng
Inte the South Paciflc,

VP  --- 135
VB === 3€
VHE =-w 23
VP --- 24
Seaplanes 72 Total 348

FARTANAS and CARCLILES
VE === 40
VEE --- 27
VP =--- €
Senaplanes OC Total 130

RABATL Areas
VF --- 90

VO w=- 10

VHB === 72

VP --- 13

Seaplanes 24 Total 202
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Enemy Alr Sgrgngia - Naval Air (Continued)

MARSHALLS and GILEERTS
B e U

- 90
VHB --- 54
ve “-= 12

Seaplanes 24 Total 140
Grand total which it 1s believed physic-

ally possible to put in the South Pacific:

VP -—- 320
vB - 54

VHB --- 234 Total 608

Note: Details of above In ICPOA estimate attached,

Enemx Troog Strong;& - 3outh Pacific

GUADALCAKAL = - = o = o« o o - --- -

15,000

Garrisons - BISMARK - SOLOMONS- - - - 10,000
Troops available for assignment - - - 35,000

NEW GUINEA = = - = & & o o o o o =
Total troops South and

Note:

7,500
Southwesat Pacific- - - - 80,000

Detalls of above are in ICPOA estimate attached.
It i3 belleved that the above are maximm fig-
ures. Troops are continually moving to the area
and a larve and well tralned reservolr of troops
1s thought to be aveilatle to the enemy from out-
slde the area. Of the numbers indicsted not all
are effectives; that 1s, some 50% may be conaider-

ed engineera, laborers, ground personnel for air-
planea, etc.
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IV - CUHABACTERITTICS O# THE THRATRL.

1, In the advance up the "CLX(ND from GUADALLANAL, de-
cision will be made whether to go all the way to Jap porsitions,
such as in the BUIN area, or whether to eatanslish ln inter-
medlate positions, If the latter 1s declded upon the NI GEOR-
GIA groun, IJABEL, and CHOISEUL Islands offer a mid-position 1n-
sofar as dlstance ia rconcarned.

From GUADALCANAL to

Horth part ICABEL = 150 miles

South part CHCISEUL - 180 miles

Mid NEY GERORGIA ~ 175 miles

TONCIEI = 290 miles
TONCLEI to

KA « 120 miles

RARAUL - 275 miles

The only nlaces conslidered are thore which seem to offer
nossibllities which include:

Reasonably safe approach
Good land ing beach
Ad Jacent alrfleld pnossibilitles

2. NEY GEORGIA
VIR0 HAROR

APs could not be exnected to enter the anchorape, “oat-
ing In the harsor should be very easy,

The undergrowth appears to extend to the water's edge
but landings could be made at nlers on hoth the east and weast
sldes of the harhor,

Level country around the harbor appears sulitabdle for
a landing strip, but because of dense under growth clearing the
site would be difflcult. A coconut plantation on the wast aslde
may offer possibllities in this respect,

The Japa are reported here in small numbers.

RENDCVA HARBOR

At least equal to VIRU, but here again the APs could
hardly expsct to enter wilthout a good pilot,
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There are reasonably good beaches and water supply.
Nearby coconut plantations seem to offer landing strip pos-
sibilities,

HATHCRN SCUND

A fairly good anchorage which might be used by a div-
ision of APs., Beaches are only fair and will present landing
dirfficulties. ARUNDEL ISLAND has landing strip possibilities,

Just around the coast to the west and north ia WUNDA
POINT, Recently Japs have landed thers, Almost nothing is xnown
3f tha approach to this anchorage, Entrance is reported hy way
of a tricky passege through shoals,

Recause of adjacent weerdy flat tarrain the following
are posalble sites listed:

RICE, LEVER, and LINGUTU, all in NEW GROXGIA,

Recently the Jeps have used GIZC HAR0OR in a small
way. It seems sultable for limited seaplane operation only.

In general, all islands of the NEW GXORGIA group are
densely forested, The only roads run for short distances around
coconut plantstions, Native villages are located along the
coasts and lagoons, Population of the group is around 2000.

3. CHOISEUL ISIAND

Very little is known of this island, Sailing direc-
tions, and other meagre informetion indicate that no suitable

landing sites for our purpose exist in the southern half of the
i1sland,

b. ISABEL ISIAND
REKATA BAY

Seems to be a fine seaplane anchorage snd could be de-
veloped into a major airfield. It is 170 milea southeast of
TONCLEI. The landing of a large force ssems to present no great
navigatignal or other dangers, As it is now in use by the enemy
as a seaplane base, the landing would be opposed.

MARINGE LAGOON

It 1s also suitable for landing and develonment but is
only 85 miles due north of GUADALCANAL,

5.  The SHORTLANDS area, which includes BUIN, FAISI, and
TONOLEI 1s adecuate for large forces and capable of considerable

-8- 1224



SECHET

development, A Jap landing field is under construction. As
it is held in some strength and 18 under the guns of HABAUL apd

BUKA alr, there would be enemy opposition to the landing by
both air and shore defenses,

V - ENEMY CAPABILITIES

Fnemy's Problem

1, During the period since our coocupation of GUADALCAMAL
the enemy has suffered severe losses in ships and planes. Re-
sultant enemy strength has been noted. Bscause of these losses
the enemy has been unable to carry out planned opsrations whieh
included the recapture or GUADALCANAL, As the eituation now
Stands the enemy is facged with the immediate prodblem of maintain-
ing a supply line to her GUADALCANAL troops, As there are in-
sufficient enemy troops there to drive out the Marines, the
enemy must (1) be reinforced heavily, {2) surrender, (3} starve.
The latter seems probable as long as we reteain locel command of
the sea, Submarines oanpot provide adequate logistic support,

2, The situation 1s somewhat better for the enemy at NEW
GUINRA, We Q@0 not control the approaches to the LAE.BUNA area
but Allied troops are actlvely opposing the enemy and Allied eir
hag, and can cause considerable damage to shinping and positions.
It seems possible for the enemy to land strong foroes on the
north coast, but to extend control to POLT KOREGBY they must go
over the mountains or around the eastern tip of NEW GUINEA by
water., Determined Australian opposition should prevent the former
and Admiral Halsey's force can oppose the latter.

3. There 1s every indication that the enemy is on the
defensive in the Central Pacific., This 1s not Wy ochoice, out
because the South Pacific venture does not leave surficient
strength to do anything else. The cccupation of the GILBERTS
is a minor affair and further extension southward will be op-
posed from FUNAFUTI, Should the enemy decide to assume defen-
s8ive in the South Pacific enough naval strength could be with-

drawn to attack in the HAWATIAN area and/or our positions to the
south of OA-H.UQ

4. The enemy is in good control of the PHILIPPINZS and the
MALAY barrier. No immediate threat in that region is seen. PFere
agaln, as long as the bulk of strength is committed to the South
Pacific the enemy is unable to extendiTontrol in tha direction
of Western AUSTRALIA or INDIA, The latter is a land operation
which does not involve large navel strength. The enemy has a
strong hold on the PHILIPPINRT, NEI, the MALAY peninsula, and
INDO CHINA, and the sea routes from those places to J Aﬁ. To
permit Japan to exploit that vast area and to transnort the atra-
tegic materials to Japan on a large scale would be to prolong the
war, and might even make the outcome uncertain,
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5e The defense position of Japan 18 nowhere seriously
threatened at the moment, Although offensive has been stoppad
on all fronts, capacity for defense is not materially disturbed.
It is known that JAPAN wanted to extend ocontrol to N7 CALEJONIA
and neutralize AUSTRALIA in order to perfect her nosition in
the South, There are some early indiocations that the southern
defense outer position will be the IISMARK ALCHIPELAGO. How-
ever, it 18 too early to state thies 1dea with any assurance,

6. In the North Pacific, the anemy is Intrenched et rI’hA
and will stay there until we ococuny thet area., There is no
evidence of the desire or capacity of the enemy to extend con-

trol eastvard along the ALEUTIANS or to make ma jor attacks on
other ALASKAN positions,

T Off JAPAN the enemy maintains a comprehensive patrol
line, The bulk of her battle line is always ready to repel
ralds on the Emnire proper,

8. As stated avove, it now appears that the enemy no

Probable Enemy Course of Action '

longer has capacity for further expension, The broad course of
action, therefore, will be to maintain a strong derensive posi-
tion on all present fronts until exploitation of gains have made
her Asiatlic position too stiong for the allies to do more than
accept a stalemate, and thus give JAPAN her ultimate war aim -
complete hegemony in the Far East,

9. Such a broad course of action does not rule out of-
Tenslve moves in selected mectors to enhance overall defense,
These are to be expected, and may include:-

(a)

{b)

(o)

(d)

{e)

Further attempts to capture or at least
neutralize GUADALCANAL,

Establishment and strengthening of outlying
positions in the SOLOMUNT and HEV GUINMA to ,
provide defense in depth for the 31 KARK ’
ARCHIPILAGO, and to provide bases for attrition

attacks on Allied shipping and positions,

Continued attacka on our lines of communica-

tions employinz submarines, air and surface
foroces,

Raids on our advanced poritions from MIDWAY to
GUADALCANAL,

Troop movementa toward INDIA,
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{f) Politioal and 5th Column aotivities in INDIA,
(g) Reids toward north and weat .USTRALIA,
(h) Ralds in the ALTUTIANS,

10, e may continue to expect J.iTAN to attempt the atanil-

1zation of the CHINA affalr by nolitical move=, The sume upnlies
to BURMA,

VI - OWHN SCUYR3ES OF ACTION

1. As 1t now stands, our broad courses of action are set
forth in current directives. The overall concept sppears ac-
ceptable 1,8, to defend ALASKA; to hold the MIDNAY-OAHU-JANTON-
FUNA¥UTI-FI1JI line, and, during the second phase of the war, to
expel the enemy from the 31IMA.G ANCHIPELAGO, CLur inmediate
concern is the accomplishment of Task 1wo., Task Three will re-
auire readjustments to fit circumstances as the war develops,

2. For many good reasons, of which the appeasement of
public opinion and prestige are of imnortance, the Japs must
be expelled from the KISKA area by our land forces and the aree
occupled. DPlans for this project are underway,

3. The MIDWAY-CAIU-FIJI line is securs agalnst permanent
capture, Nowhere 1s the line secure arvainst raids, nor will it
be so in the foreseeanle future.

4. Cur lines of communications behind our present posi-
tions are reasonably secure., vonvovs must continue as at present
and good eir and surface coverase rust be vrovided at focmal
points,

VII - THE SCLOMONS OFFENTIVE

1. As so little is known of the plans, strensth, and in-
tentions of the Supreme Commander, Southwest Pacific, that part

of the Teak Two which refers to the N¥i GINZA area is not die-
cussed,

2. There are the following methods by whioh the TJlLUMONS
oan be captured and occuvpled:

(a) Step by atgg. In this method an intermediate point
about half way from GUADALCANAL to BUIN would be esta»lished as

the first step. There are several suitable positions availabdle.
None are held in strength by the enemy and none are developed to
eny extent. The only immediate value of any are the anchorages
which include advanced seanlane operating positions., All are
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vulnerable to enemy air from the RAWAUL, SHCLTLANLS, and FKA
ereas, On the other hand CACTUS air could supoort our opera-
tions to e limited extent,

The ereat objection to such an intermediate position
is the necessity to develop it, We hava learned a great deal
about how to po about conatructing an airfield in the jungles,
Ye have, or soon will have, adenuate and competent construction
personnel. 'Wa oan have adequate material, HNevertheless, this
construction must be undertaken under the guns of the enemy,
Based on previous experience the enemy will reaoct violently when
our moves are discovered, Our auxiliearies, escorts, and cover-
ing vessels will be subject to heavy attrition attacka., The
situation during the time we are developing the position will be
favorable to the enemy, insofar as they will be mble to plan and
execute attrition almost at lelsure. VYe nust expect tc pay
heavily for such a move.

(b) Modified step by step. This method would in-
volve the capture of the %ﬁcﬁ*ljﬂbﬁ area rirst, The great ad-
vantare 1s that we would capture an eirfield which could be
used in a very short time. The dangers and difriculties of the
capture are increased: (1) because we move nearer enamy air
from RABAUL and BUKA; (2) much stronger enemy forces to over-
come; (3) the probability of the aprroaches being mined; (i)
and the lack of VF supnort from SUADALZANAL,

{¢) Simultaneous capture of al} 1iajor en ositio
in the SJSOLOMUNS, is would involve the capture and occupation
of the SNORTLANDS area, the KA area, R"¥ATA 3A™, and the neu-
tralization of other enemy minor nositions suzh as WUNDA, GIZo,

ZI%TA, and the eventual mopning up of enemy obaervation posi-
tions,

3. Course (a) 1a feasible., Of the nositions investiga-
ted earlier, REKATA 3AY seems to offer the maximum advantaces,
It 1s 180 miles by eir from the nearesat ensemy airfield at SUIN,
and 180 miles by water and 140 miles by air from GUADALCANAL,
Approaches permit ample sea room for any sized forces, Radar
operation offshore should be efficient, Warning of the apnroach
of the enemy from passes through the ' LiMONT may be poseible by
submarine and coast watcher observation, 3eaplane operations
can commence elmost immediatelv, Prodanle enemy local troops
should be relatively easy to overcome. The cholce of i{ZKATA
does not eliminate the 7IRU or “ATHC'UI UMD arems. But be-
cause radar will be less effective at those places they are
less desalrable; and they do not seeam to offer mny advantages
not possessed at RRKATA, TFor the initiel landing no more than
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one amphibious marine regiment would be required, The move
wo'1ld have to be covered by sufficient surface foroes to pre-
vent sucoessful enemy surface attack. The slze of our covering
force would denend on an estimeate of enemy surface strength
capahle of attack at the time of the move, Alr coverage seems
possihle from RUVADALCANAL, Preliminary surface hombardment of
enemy nositions is posasible hHut not bellieved required on »
large acale, After the lnitiel landing the earrison troops
should relieve the emnhiblous troons., Alr fleld conatruction
personnel and material would follow at onces,

There is considerahle doubt regardine the suitability of
this move, This 1s mainly berrause so 1littls 1s accomnllished
until An air field is constructed, The immediate rasult iasa to
deny a aeaplane base to the enemy. Past experience indicates

that shore hased planes could not operate under a month from
the date of the landing.

The cost may be high, It will teke at lemst ons day to
land the smpvhibious troops. Three or four davs will be Te-
quired to land the air fleld construction versonnel and material,
Up to now we have been unable tn prevent enemy use of his alr
rfields by bombing. Unless we improve in this respesct the ex-
pedition will be under alr attack durings the lendings and dur-
ing the air field conatruction period, Aind until antiaircraft
weapons are nlaced ashore the enemy air activity will find little
opoosition, Surface ralids must be expected At aull times, ub-
marines would attack our line of sunnly.

L, Jourse (b} 13 suitable as it denies & most imnortant

base to the enemy and permits as the use of an air field alnost
at once,

It is only feasible when there i1s availahle two amnhiblous
marine divisions. Because of thls important limitation the
operation cannot be scheduled before March 1, 1943, There are
advantapges in such a delay. Cur surface forces available then
are estimated to be strong enough to prevent any enemy surface
opnosition. Garrison troops to move in nromntly can bhe avalle-
able, The disadvantage in delay lies in the expected atrengthen-

ing of the anemy defennive noaltions on tha " W: N7 durine that
time,

As t he SHORTLANDS area is a relatively strong enemy nosition
*he cost will be hirher than at RTKATA, It is nearer to {AIAL
and B'TXA which would indicate heavier air opnocsition. ¥e would
pay heavily for this fine prize, but it might be worth heavy
losses, As at any nlace in the SCLJICNT, our losses will be in
proportion to the effort of the enemy to onpose our plan. .hould
a slugging match take place between surface units, such as at
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JAVO, we can expect to Inflict at lemst equsl lnsses. As time
2068 on our capacity to absorb losses, in relation to sneny
nanpacity, will Increase, ¥We must nlan to avoid a repetition
of the WAFTPY, TAVATCOA, and NORT! CAROLINA affeira,

lourse (c) i1s suitable as it accomnlishes the mmjor part
of nur task, The feanibllity is open to question, To do this
we muat land strone amohiblous forces In the HUILTILANDT, and
at "TEA . and smaller foreea at . 1ATA, Vi aTa, und poasibly
MUNDA, Short of six months, the neceasary troops do not seem
available, We must, therefore, abhandon this course for the
present., If neither {(a) nor (b} can he Aacaapted, and If we
are forcad to walt until late sprine, the details of (~] musat

ha considered in lirht of developments during the next threes
or four months,

VIII - Selecgted course of Action.
Preliminary,

1. As praviously stated, infometion 18 lacking repgard-
ine the IIEY GUINEA part of Task Two. e cen only conclude thnt
it will go forward simultaneously with the _CLIIMHD operation,
and that the Commender 3outhwest Pucific will make requests ror
naval supw»ort,

2. In any rnove up the “ULCMCUND, the operation wi{ll be
a econtinuation of Task Une, and the main forces will be those
of the Pacific Fleet, It seems lorical that the commend for
that part of Task Two which involves the .XI/1N(N3 be retmined
by the Commander in Chief, U. 3. Pacifle Flest,

3. After conslderation of the variour factors invnlveAd
in the three coursan stated for the canture and occupation of
the "GLR'CNI, it is decided to adopt course {(b), For purnones
of planning the target date is March 15, 1943,

Discuasion

L, The various phases of the course adopted are:

Preparations,

The capture of the YCKTLANDS area,

The mooping up of intermediate positions,
The asseult and occunation of RTIGAINVIL!

5. Prggarat;ons. The three major ltens whinsh rust be
disposed of before the mttack on the SICRTLANDT cen get under-
way are:

{a) The rellef, rest, reorganization, eand refitting
of emphibious troops now on GUALALCANAL, This is covered In
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the apvended discussion of troops,

(b} The imnrovement of the “UADALIA'IAL nosltion,
Major items are:

{1) Installation of bulv aviation rasoline storagse,
Twis 13 underway at present but will not 7= on a satis-

factory basis until there 18 at lesst two million ceallons
storape,

{2) Bullding of a wharf, with weisht hundling de-
vices, This is planned but not sterted, Mstarisls are
in the 3South Pacifio.

(3) Erection of housing for troops, stores, ammuni-
tion,

(4) Completion of alternate landing strips,

(5) The ejection or other disnosal of enemy troops
on the Island,

If we can retain command of the sea ennroaches for the
next month suffliclently to prevent ederuate enemy logistic sup-
port and the arrival of reinforcements, the enemv must either
sterve or surrender, There is every reason to exnect that the
Japs will make at least one more major attemnt on UAJALIAMNAL,
If we can repeat the successes of mid-Novamber, there can be
little douht of the ultimate outcome of this phase of the
campalgn. Enemy success, on the other hand, would reverse
completely the situation. With reinforcements now arriving,
our situation is favorahle - except for carriers,

"mile it would bhe desirable to have a landing strip in the
SANT'A JHUZ ITLANDS, that position is not considered essential
to the capture of the ICLOMONS,

The nositions et CANTCN and FUNAFUTI are not un to satis-

factory strensth and musat be imrroved, rrincinally by additionasl
air atrength.

Reserve air strength to maintain GUADALIANAL fields sat-
urated must be bullt up at ECIIRITU SAITTO, ZFATEZ, FiJ1l, and
NUUMEA,

6. The_ Capture of the SHOARTLANDS Aree,

There are 80 many unknown factors that it is inpos-
sible st thls time to present a finished plan., It will suffioe
to outline the operation,
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Forces, 1st wave, D day,

Carrier striking groups,

B2 covering Sroup.

vrulser and DD support eroup,

Transport pgroup - two division marine amohinious force,
One defense bhattalion, nlus one Acorn,

Forces, 2nd wave, D £ 14 days,

Carrlier striking groups,
083 covering grcup.

Transport and freirhter group - one construction regl-
ment and one defense Jattslion embarked,

Rehearsal, On D -10 to D -5 day transport group, lst wave,
rehearse lending at BUTTON or RO3ES,

Embarkation Eoigts. Amphibious troops ‘ump off from NE¥
ZEAL or STRALIA for rehearsal,

Defense battalion, and Acorns

embark at RITTON by D -5 day, Zonatmiction battallon emhark at
SUTTON by D -12 day,

l'ooping up of intermediate positions,

Helder hattelions will be emploved in these opera-
ticna, As no intermediete rosition is to be developed under this
nlan, no occupation troops are required, It may develop that
MINDA and REKATA will »e too strone for raiders alone, In this
case, amphibious troops may be nacessarv to assist,

The capture and ocoupation of the remeinder of = '5.iNVILiE
will be completed by an amnhlibious division, The atteck on T A
will bs similar to but on a amallser scale than the attack on the
JOATLANDS, In each of these it will te of firat imnortance to
sacure the landine field for our own use, !ILITA will only be
neutralized by a raid or short occupation,

The final step is to garrison the SHURTLANLS and PHKA, and
release amphiblous troops for the capture of RABAUL, Lessons
learned, plus availability of Army and Allled troops, should par-

mit the accomplishment of this in two months from D-iUay,.

Alr support, It is essential that the RAZA'L end RUKA air
fields he neutralized from D -2 to D 44 day. This ocan be done
only if our pilots are willing to get near enough to hit the air
fields, It is well known that hedge hopping technique is ef-

fective and not too costly, No attempt i3 made at this time to
detall this operetion,

wlb~
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1. It will be seen that as lang as the enemy does not
capture sastern Nia GUINEA in the next three nmonths, that the
present status la acceptable, With the proposed increase in
pressure in the UCLOMCN: there cmn be no simiultanecus enenmy
threat to NEJ GUINEA,

2. YWith the DGLCNUNS in our hands we will be sble to
attempt the capture of HABAUL, That task ia amphivious and is
merely a contlnuation of the same cperation. !io reason is seen
to shift the Jupreme cJommand to the louthwest Peciric. Tc¢ do
30 would nlace the Command in less experienced hends,

3. Task Two is thus restated "Capture and occupy the
remainder of the NCLOMCN ISLANDS, while holding in N4 SUINEAN,

Tnstructions: Commender in Chief, U'. 3. Pacific Fleet will
execute Tagk Two except for NEW GUINEA, The "outh acific area
is extended tc the equator at 14,59 Fast, thenos to the center
of VITIAZ “THAIT, to WOUDLAWK TULANL, to 00791 I71L0TL, thence
“outh,

-17-
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SECRET

Trom: Commander ia Chief, U. 5. Paecifie Flees,
Tot Commamder in mu.r C. 3. Flaeh.

Subjeett Future Opsrutions in the Solowmons Sea Area.

Seeret Despateh 0109)1 of Dee,., 1902,
Plan for orr-mn Operetions, SBouthwe st
Pndﬂe Area Muly, 193,

(@) WPL-Aé-PO, 23 lprn. 1942,

i, Referenece (b) ecmmented, as requested Wy refereass
(a), wpen eertgin features of the ssmmpaizn in the Jolomoas,
This mtcr is intended %0 amplify the cament in referease (M)

2. The tenor of reference {a) was that, in exertiag
our ot mcr-nh.lu Jap rcrcunm

are in mbonnhg mm-u--rmur-pm-
when we might better eus off the Jap Ouadaleanal forees Wy selis-
ing the base from whish they are beimg supperted,

Referenses: ! ! Mndl Seeres Despsteh 301913 of Nov,, 19h2,

3. The nesessity for “gett slong dﬂl the wvar” is -
well recognised by the Commemder in £, Vs 5. Pueifie Fiaet,

and Copmander South Pagifris Foree, and every pessidle “"sheant
out” is bdeing investizated., There are, however, sertain esadi-

tions which delay us at Shis time, and "I desire te dsseride She
situation as I now ses 1%,

he In gemeral I esnsider that Task One of referemes
(e) (the seimure end cssupation of She Tulagl aves) will net b
.3:” until this area is sufrieiem sooure -ll:w_.hnl.
I eonsider that the forees are aod h-.l!‘w- %
initiation of Task Twe, nmummm

One
was underteitsa with the full meowlsdge of mmmm
foress for She assmmplishment of Tesks Twe

in sight. A) the Ousdslemal esmmpaign has pregressed
favorably, I der that we are now in the period whieh is,
al=
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as was foressen, one of tmilding up our streagth whlle nn-’ od~
vantage of every favorsble opportuaitsy te eut down the amemy’s.
In regard %0 the latter, the smemy is epparently geing %0 eon-
tinue %0 exposs his forees im the emnal area - a siswstion
over whish we should perhaps not bde impatisnt wntil we have eof-
feoted the superiority whieh will make 1% suitadls %o similarly
expose our forees in operetions ageinst his bdasss.

3. In inisiating Tesk Two, eny sonsideradle step for-
ward will nquh'. s mperiorisy in sea foffess, alreraft aad
troops, and our su; ing bases must de safficieatly developet
and reasonabdly sesure, superiority must not only de leeal,
but there should be sufficient streagth %0 support our new base
and its supply lines against She foress the enmmy will throw
sgainst them. We have lesarned from Ouedaleanal that sueh offerte
byh.inmunbhtoboupuﬁo 1limit of his Tesouress.

While we have boons suessesaful ia emet-
ni sees on the mmeny in the Ouadalesmal eam-
palgn ummurmtnmpt.mumuhm
faee foress. Sush superiorisy will de drought sabout by sur new
mtmtiunﬂ"ﬂﬂhorhomnc.ummm“-
larly in his further efforis against Ouasdalesmal o SRper-
iority may be eonasidered % b asgured, Yt sa ot~
mats a8 t0 198 attainmemt plaees it in late spring of 19%).

7;1nnmn gemsrel i4 is umum thas oqual-
I.ty in Teached and sun Yo quiekly inereesesd
-m, by slletting suffieciemt of our air predustiom,
lﬂltylotommmhmMMﬁdlm
However, we should eapitalise on the ready availadbilitsy of super-
ior nl.r foross to Overesoms ORr YOAKNRSSsS0s in other respecsts,

8. cularly those Sreined fer »>
ious oponum, ere eonsidered to sonstitute & seriocus
neok in our preparationa for sa offensive. JFollowing i3 a Wrief

2=
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Subjeots: Future Opsrations in the olomons Ses Area.

-0------------------------p---l---

summary of this situatioa:

R i i Pt
Uundale s AN requ until adout Mareh lst to
be ready again for aetive operations. It is being as-
signed to the Southwest Puoirie Yoree. Whether it will

be avallable for future operstioas ia the Solomons is
not mown,

Guadalesnal} pro Telieved by the 235th Arwmy

Division; should de M{ 1l Fedruary. Ome regimeat in
New Zealand whieh is pro

(Y
division om ] ame t reedy 1 Jamuary; aa-
other ou 1 February.

m“-mutnhu..um
nutgﬂ, RORS 4R Yo reedy in lsse them Shres
months,

If amphibious troops are assigaed fer operutions in She
Alsutians, this will, of eourse, make the bottlemeek werse,

9.
tieularly ‘lm shbundanes of troeps that the
has available % R his poaisions. Ne 1is shewing every
indication that he will use fresly shis compenent of his streagth.

Thus, the T we sre deleyed the greater the streagth ia
$ro0ps we will require,

0. Is is belisved that Ouadalomal - Tulagli emm
be made hu-uubhhurmﬂldhnpmmnm.

IS $s, as you, by no means sush & bese oither ia dovelopmemt o
un.thy. B-'outuo LY T nznnduuma

(a) Suffieient alrfielde with full somplements of
.mrm.

-3-
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{v) “torege smd unlosding facilities, parsicularly
for aviation gasoline,

{e) Anchorsges or berths ssoure ageinst torpedo at-
taak,

(4) Improved shore batteries, surfance and aatieir
orafs,

o oaiy to SRSTRACL 1A Npakgagean, Our contse viv
the enemy to M TR ) eliowing gemeral eompar-

isons:

(a) The Tap is cur equal in his willingaeass %0
fight,

(b) Surface units must be eonsidered of squal edil-
ity sxeept that our fire eomtirol redar seems % give ws ¢
considerable advantage in low vieidilisy, and cur AL bal-
teries are superier, Ye have no evidenee for senparissa
in day surfease netion,

' {o) Our alr foroes are definitely nprlor' in qual-
Y.

(4) U, 5. lamd forees in the Solamems have proved
themselves better armsd and more skilful then the Jups, Wt
nnuldhaﬂlyc:nﬂnmumluctmu
tlmmr ae8 wo have hesn adle %0 o, and

izs that we will #%ill require & superiority h
aumbers at our point of attaok,

{e) Our submarines have thonselves t0 b more
effestive units shan those of Jape,

(f) Our grests inferiority is ia wse aad performanee
of torpedoes,
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12, Sblegtives.

(n) It 1s believed that she Japansee positiom in
the New Britain area is a most 4iffieult one to outflank,
Toe bypassing of one oF more of the enemy positions, even
$0 the point of making Rabeul the firss objective, offers
strong temptation, However, the rfollowing faetors peint
toward oconservatiam in this respeoct:

- - ™ " E s S W @ m W W = owm W

(1) The system of bases that the Japamess Aold
outelde of New Ouines - 1.e, Kaviemg, Habmul, Buks, Lista,
Buin, and Glamata, are musually supnersing and none, evea
Rnabaul, may be sousidered a keyssone, whish if aaptured
would cause the ress of the system to eollapse,

(2} Xvem if Northeast New Oulses were im Allied
hande, 1t would not eonstitute the base of operwtions whieh
its strotepis posision would imdicate, This 1a 4ue % its
lack of land eomsunieations. ISs ppgl eemmsanications are
flmiked by enexy bases,

{3) The real sammunisetion line of any bdase we
seizned would unavoidably be flanked by the enamy bases we
bypassed, Thus it may be suid that our sdvence seamnet
esonpa being of a fromtal nature,

(4) In order %o establish & base suees
with one or noOre enemy Wases in our Fear. or %0 seine twe
or more posisions simultanecusly, we require ¢
ponderence of stremgth whieh is eertainly not ia sight rfer
the near fusure,

{b) Wish the forees we estimste will be aveiladls
I belisve ocur question narrowe 4owa to whether our next
objestive 1e Buia (300 miles from Uuadaleenal), or ome er
noXe intervening positiona between there sad Tulagl. Tais
deeinion depsnde on!

(1) Belative streugths st the Sime we make our
nove,
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(2) Aetivity of the enemy at the aforementioned
m.ﬂm‘&odum, sad our own sounter-msasures ia
oonneesion rewith, Heseeat informatioa shows Shas he
is begimning the eonstrustion of an alrfield at Munda
New Oeorgia (180 miles from Ouadaleanal). This shewld be
interferred with as much as poseidls with our presemt
means, snd 1if the fisld ever reaches the peint of being
phn&mum.nmmumuwnum
amphibiocus ferees we have at hand. This would &slay an
attack on Buin, but weuld greasly faeilisate i1%s sweesss
b{t.hommuddr sippert 1t wsuld reader, Three hundrsed
miles ie a rathsr step %0 teke, partimlarly vefore
the redii of action of our 4ive bombers and fighters have
been inereased,

1}, s Aside from the strength % meite tShis mewe
we should have She rorese whish will b required fer the
suseseding move. Otherwise we will have a de sinilar %0 the
one we are now experisneing. It appears that sea forees and
alr foroes will be on hand, bus Shere is o preseat sssurenee
that smphibious tn:r. will b, As has deem pointed oud, the lst
and 2nd Marine Divi mmmmmumtm”h\h
area and the future smploymemt of the lst Divisioa is in Gowdt,
Time will inevitably be lost If we depemd upon the troops whieh
Bake one assault %0 be made Ieady for the mext oae, Keessainry
for preparing additional amphidious sroops 1s obvious.

therewith, It is firmly believed that s Raval feres will de
required in the operations im the Solomsas viswalised for Taek
Two, The present orgsaimtion wader Coummader South Paeifie has
been Wil upy with great Aiffisulty amé 1s eanly new

its meximm offisiensy. It is therefere econsidered vital ‘et
the present eommand set-up of this sation do Eaimteined
for She prospestive advenes up the e .
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15, Samakien.

(n) Task One will mot be eompleted umtil Tulagi -
Ouadanlosnal is seeure sad mufficiently developed as an alr
and mavel bass,

(») Task Two esanct be undertesken nnsn::::
iority %o the enmmy in ses, air emd land foroes
atteined, and Task Ome oompleted as defined above,

{e) One meens of attaiming superierity is %o eom-
tione $0 take adventage of the enemy‘'s sxposure of foress
in the Ouadaleasnal area., Ancther mesas of oversaming owr
weekness in other respeets is to sapitalise on our rapidly
mounting airoraft produstiom,

~ {4) Various considerstions require us 30 adopt a
step-by=step advanee up the Jolomons, Dus %0 ths @
astivity in establiah an air base af Munda, Shat wi
probably be our next objeetive,

(o) Amphibiowus Sroops eenstitute s sericus bedtle-
neck. Many more should be plased in treining.

{f) The mnum for aivaneing uwp the JOlomems
ssme ecamsad

should bde under set-up as that fer the
seizure of Guadalemmal,

LW VIMITZ

Oepy Vot
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From: Commandsr in Chief, U. 3. PFasifie Fleet.
To1 Commander in Chief, United States PFlest.
Subjeot: Review of Aleutian Situatiom,

Referencest H Oinepas 3eoret Despatoh R90408 of June 1948.
- b) Oinepas Seeret Serial Al6(8) OR7968 of 84
BSeptember 1048,

(o) Oinepae Sesret Deapasch 881841 of Nov., 1948,

1. It is eonsidered that a sareful survey of the
Aleutian situation ia nesessary at this time - not only de-
sause of its own aspeets, bLut use of its bearing en future

operations in ths present msjor Pacific theater = the Selemens
Ses area,

2. Shortly after the Ja 80 ovsupled Kigka and
Attu, I suggeated in referense (a) that the fnd Maider Mat-
talion and APD's eould be made aveilable fer offemsive sstien
provided ths Army supplied supplemsntary treepe, and them toek

over the dsfense of the area ineluding the sonstrmution of an
airfield on Amshitina,

3, Thie preject was not appreved at the time. The
views of the Oommander in Chief, U. 8, Fleet were that)

(a) The Navy would be unable to divert fersse
from ths South Paoifie %0 oounter the expseted stremg

reastion of the enemy against ths recaptured pesitioms
and their supply lines,

{b) T™he move should not be made before the Arwy

had oasupled Atika and Adak, whieh it was not yot prepared
to do,

(e) The raider battalion plus Army \reeps whieh
oould be carried in combatant ships was predably net

suffiociently strong to ascomplish the iuk‘.:na in amy
case 1t 'uu{d probably be required in the th Fasifie,

-]l e 104"
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4. The view of ths Commander Northemm Poree {(Task

Foroe EIGHT) was that1

{a) The initiation of sush an eperation would
bs unwise unless navel foress ineluding earriers were
available to eover the operstion fer a long period.

{v) In uz ease 1t should ds an eperation fer
demolition and net for oocupation beeause of aifficul ¢y

of our supplying this area along vulnerabdls linse eof
sommunications,

(s} Withous sush an operasion, 1t was predable
that the Japs eculd be made to mee that ocomtinued otsupa-~
tion was toe coatly,

B, I believe Shat, at the time, all eonserned theught
there was a good pessibility that Kiska, at least, sould be
made untenable fer ths enemy. Iater, this appeared sven more

favorable after the Army oooupied Adak and earried out some ef-
feotive air mids on Kiska,

6. However, even by 84 September, the abeve-mentioned
possibllity becams so doudtful that I wrese referense (»), resem-
mending that plans be initiased for the preparation by the Army

of suffisient amphidious troeps te ejeet the ememy from the
Aleutians,

7 Alshough the Japanese, einse then, gave some slight
indieations ef welinquishing their hold in the Aleutians, and
undoubtedly did evasuate Attu at one $ime, this lasted for a
very short period, PFer the last monsh th.{ have been vigerously
presscuting the establislment of thelir pesition in the area,
Kiska installations have grewn by leaps and beunds. Attt is
setive again, and indieations poins te his cecupation ef Semient,
and peseibly Amshitia,
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8. On the assumptioa that there are favorable sites

oh Amchitka for airfields, I sonsider shat 1% 1is the key %0
the situwation. JFor that reason I semt referenee (o) wrging
1%s ocesupation by she Army. I herewith repeat Shis as sa
urgent rescumendatiem. I believe that the Sroops whieh the
Arny has carmaried for Tanaga eould mush better be moved fer-
ward to Amechitka, We would theredy plase eurselves wi
Feally punishing distanee of Kiska, and eould reader My~

port with land-based air whea -’h‘.um spsrations cgainst
that place are undertaken.

b

9. Reesntly I have had atuiies made of the present
problem of s landing attack egainst Kiaska, OCemmander Task
Foree EIGHT estimates that shere are now 7500 %o 10000 Japs
this island, This is eonurfizmed by phetegrephs now available
In addition, these phs show the defemses ¥ de woll
plased and of eonsideruble streagth. Ia faet it s that
a landing atteek might be $00 sestly aa operation wndersain

wWatil our supply eof amphibious trecps is much grester tham that
now in sighs.

10, I believe that this predlem of our carly sstisa
in the Aleutisas should bde thoroughly reviewed in emmbinatiss

with shat of making suffieieat feress availabls in the Selemens
Sea area. It §s already clear that the plasing of many mese

tmzl in Sraining for amphidieus operetions is ene matter of
great urgeasy.

Ty My T 2
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ecember 7th

On the first anniversary of t¢ war no uuBuA] A~tivitima
of the Jans were renorted,

There were no major sieritinees in the “outhern =

Ground sctivitier nt 7. 0. 7 " . were routine, T the I Vool
groun there was some patrol nztivit:, the nature % wolan te not
clear,

TFPs 16 and 6L are o-erating in the o 1’ ... TY 1. con-
tinues at ' "1FA, where the ".....T Gn i1 belleved undereoli tir-
bine renairs. TF 47 submarines mre coverine tia ° . ;  chain
and CCLOVGTS Y0 Aaren with 16 subs on ontrol toder . Lanorts to

date indicnte that these asubs are not vers affe:tive, 77 5 {0 nt
NATDIL The RIJIIVID wils resort to lineone for duty nhout Lec-
ember Gth,

The 5th linrines wil. be the first of the lat .mrine o'vision
to ve relieved at GUALALC AL and the relief wil. s mocomn.irhed
now, Troon disnositisins in the active ares nre shown in ‘omaona .
mallegram of lloverber 29, About 9050 Fiwl  are iq U0 U L O

awalting transnortation to I "7 4. 1t seems nrobeble that rron

J to 4 thousand “lew “emlanders have rlres ;- panapted £or duty
in U0 SATTINETAL

Raacd S M
Somineh 071251 reaquests reaffirmation of the fhinnine
concentration in the 7JoPac area, r

CTF B 0R011?2 rives current onerntions,

There are no new develonnrents reenrding eneny intentions
or denloyments, The build up for another nush to the Southern
TOLONONT continues and maru movements toward the reatern an. "~ TI.II°
Seem scheduled at least to mid-J=nuary,

E’ v,
Decertber Bth

Adniral IUinmitz left for San Franclaco Yy rlarn

riane to confer

wlth Admiral Kiniz. The agenda 1ncludes nmary imnertent sutlects
arions whlch are our offensive in the SCLCICLS and the ex'm:1a'en

of the Japs from KISKA, )

B-17's from BUTTON dronped 326 1CO# borbs cr KIWZTA. The
landins strlp there appears about realy for use. A rlanred Ra17
gand '=38 strike on shipplng at TCHOLEI from CACTUS has beer cde-

layed tecause raln has temporar! ly .rounded these :lanes at CaACTIUS.

TF 1€ and the crulsers of TF G4 have been ordered to RUTTCL.
TF 64 DBBs will train In the CORAL SEA for two days, then proceed

to FOUNEA. The new Sopac task force set up ls shown in Comscpac
090502 »nink.
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SECRLY

December &th (Continued)

Comsnpac 09050€ pink propcses a astendard mine Tleld in ,
the vielinity of CAPE ESPEHALNCE, lines are realy at PEARL row i

tut four DIs requested cannot reuch the ares tefore Januery oth,

The SAEATCGA, LAS3AU, and ALTAYAYMA a'r rroups are on 4§
hours rotice to proceed to BUTTON, CACTVS, or HOSES,

Tre banesg "ZACTUS" set up 's in Comscrec 070440,
A plane reports sinkine a two-rAn enemr sut ~ff LUNGA POINT.,

Comsopac 001225 tells Cominch that the shl:'r. accurmilat!ioer
referred to rester:dar '3 conslderel warranted,

The GREPE rroundes while agniatin- tte THOMAS ELISCYH nt
TURTLE TSLAEND and ray be a total loss, The UELQMINEE !a proveed-
!n- tlere to conduct salva.e, :

CTF 3 sugreats that, sa his senrch has net llascovered

convoys reported bty DI In the Western ALEUTIANS, the enery v
te usin- radlo deception on a larie scale, Wiile e:emy ruilc
deception 1s belng practiced, this 13 not relleved ar exar;le rf 't,

MUKDA 13 rapldl: developine as an uwirfteld. lanes rejort
the strip alrmost ready for use, There are no new enemy Jeveln)-
ments, except that the report of CVs In the T{ICLLI arca was ‘
probably in error. bﬂﬂ '

Deconiher 9th,

There were no 1ajor :ehtinecs or contnats {n *ha vtk
Yeritie durin- the dar,  (ther areuas wnre ~iet

.

T? 16 and the rrulsers of TF 64 nre returnines to 770 0,
Adndral Lee i3 trainin~ his s in the Jornl jem =nd wil. laouve
the trainins ares for IL7T0NA tomorrow, The Lasi-ticz su-sly of

SUALLLOIZTAL 1s oroceedings satisfactorilyr,

)ﬂ‘

he PTUTAS LA arr1VPd at ITTLN, It 1s exnected uhnt the
dﬂﬂaﬂed WET CLLETAND and LITIEAPCLIC will Se nole to lenve T .aosl

in abhout four nore davs, Each shin hones to he mole to ane "
knots,

The B-17 and P-3R atrike nentioned vestaearda: was maie, Three
hits were rinde on one larre shin (remortad nosalnle 7/, nut

]
ldentity dounted here) and two straddles were mnde on » taAn<er,

Tor the sacond time this month loreonee renorts nv’ ienne
of landine strin conatruetion at "TA 7T VL UTVILID

» N dsamay ‘
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SECRET

Decenmber 9th (Continued)

It 1s reported frorm CACTUS thut onur PTs are hsvis: ®rieltev-
able success" In that area. Detalls are rct »'ven.

Thourht 13 belns -iven by Com'nch to the ‘nstullutl.n of
torrede taffles feor unlead!ns at CAITUS, wurd for an aertal recen-
nalasance of TRVK. Both of thrse orolerts bave drer corgt tepr A
by Clnenne,

CTF 03 090405 -describes treons at ond enrcute alaY ard
Taliada,  An Army osurvey party will lonk over ANCHITYA snen,

The enemy 13 expected to run the Tokyo Exnress tc 7 alal-
S4TAL tomorrow nifht, At least eleven TDs will be emlcoyed, The
majer push toward the Southern SOLOMCES 1s st'll il s oup and
should take place falrly soon. Decause of thila, e ma'or threat

13 seen any other place in the Pacific. N
Decenber 10th tkn

P
Onerntions for the day are sunanrized in Mneoacitlory,

The salvaee of the TiLA™ .17 M 1s dountful, “ut the :nrvo
aroHably ean he saved,

The "~ M touched an unchurte. . nonl onnout Uty nlies G0 athe
west of U CINITT LU, Linor underwoter unmage wer sugtained,

The Tleet Maintainence Ufticer estimates thut it will ture
two years snd nuch lasor and raterinl to -ut the = ...’ Sadn
service. The (GLALA had a nuseessful doos trinl on the 7th,

The ARIZONA is beins scrapned in nlace, Mo worv 1s ne'h- cdone
on the UTAN,

The llorth and Jentral arens are Fenernlly aqiet,

There is some indication that the move of 11 - 17 L34 to
FUADALANAL and the hombhine of U707y fiald enhadiled ®or last
nicht was cancelled, e still "elieve that *ha Tann iptend tn
launch a =mnjor move to reranture the “outhern ~CL °° ' fnirl-
soon, That heins the case, no mafor threat toward the 'awn!ian
or Aleutian areas are seen, There have 5een nn ciwtinens of in-
“iceted convoys in the ‘‘estern Aleutinnag,

Fram



SLCRET
Jecember 1lth

The operaticns in the areas for the Javy are surrarized in
Cinepac 112025. It is not clear whether or not any part of the
11 DD Tokyo Express arrived at SUADALCANAL, Tresert ultre infor-
maticn L3 that at least one enemy DD waas sunk, & Lls were al.ited
Ly the next mornine CACTUS search in the NEW GECKGIA sres on ' W
courases,

The firat increment of the Z5th Jivision which arrfved i
#CULEA thils week will proceed in thie same ships te ZAZIUS arrivine
there the 17th,

Cominck 092145 authorizes sending the 10tk Leferse Mattal!on

to Sopac., Cincpac 112007 gives condition and strengti. of thla lut-
tallon,

Vice Opnav 112147 =ives shipment plans for Sopac hase mate-
rials,

Cominch 102220 18 the firast ONI Intelli.erice Pullettrn.
The cuesses therein are not unreasonadble,

LN
December 12th t

There were no major sirhtincs in the South Pac!fic ares
today. Ground activities at CACTUS were limited to patrols.
Shortly after midnight 11-12 local our PTs attacked the Tokyo
Express off SAVO. One eneny DD was definitely aunk, a second !s
belleved sunk, and a third was hit. We lost one PT. There were
two alr striles on MUNDA from ESPIRITU 354470 durin, the daw, and
a similar daily strike is planned,

The MNIINEAPOLIS departed TULAGI, makins 8.5 ¥nots. The
LEW ORLEALS will bve able to depart for SYOUEY tormorrcew. It rnow
apnears that the ALCHIBA can be salvaced, and that 3she carn be

floated within two weeks. The FLYINLI FISH rencrts sirkine 2 5ia
in the 3CLOMONS area,

lames for the lYaval base set up in the IUALALCALAL area
are in Comsopac 121501.

The SUMNER has completed the survey of HAVANNAE hartor.

The 4th HRalder Battalion 1s assigned to Amphiblous Porce
Pacific Fleet effective 1 January,

Cominch 111629. All PBYs will be withdrawn from advanced
combat areas and replaced with PBEM3C »nlanes.

Cincpac 122112. With the concurrence of the Army, Cerminch,

and Cincpac all action in connectlon with the occupatinn of TANAGA
13 suspended,

It 1s belleved that the enemy has rnec intention of civing
up attempts to recapture positions in the Southern 30LOY¥CHS.
However, Ege ngxi.large scale move, pnrobably scheduled for December
18, s ¥ of WEVAK, NEW GUINEA. There is some indicaticon
of a plan to attack or attempt to occupy the KULUK BAY area of ADAK,
This may be in the nature of a larce scale diversion. Yo threat
the TAWAITAY area is seen at this time. 17:4 &

- 1)
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Uacember 17th

In the Jouth Pnzifis activities we:e lirdita! to two
strikes on 1'DA, The first way 7 Gl from LT LT ape
rivines in the tarret aren at 10 He'l, The second whs e B lorte
by P=3fs and FLPLS from .00 urrivings at noon, i the paut
three dars five strikes have been mude on LA, S lle the lnna-

ine field is helleved rendr for {73, no recort of s.oh ouse hao
been recaived,

The lentral sand North Jacific ACCHG wers - ot

»in’ Fastarn “leet will lund seents on the 3¢ @ .5
coast hy sudmarine between the 4Lth and Ath or Junumry,

Rear idmiral Giffen’'s rroun nxnest ¢- arrive N C1HA
Tanuary Lth,

The Army nlans to homh» WaX'7 vith an Aoy between Tecenter
21 and 24,

Comsonac 140632 nink deanls with delny in uetésn renortas
in his aren,

from fracmentarr 11 it gseems that thn “uns ~lan some
sort of a raid in the "~ Y aroan fngm wipvearines, I8 true
they murt underestimnte our strencth there, ur senpayl lnoo,
VCUTLLNY mag failed to 1ncate eneri convers often re-orted hy
DI, hut some landings are Indiented, The unurunl {nterest 'n the
JITI - CTLL GUINEA srem, nnd from there cestward to .l mar
mean a revival of activity - 0831 11y townrd the northweat ~cnat
of ATTPRLLIA, o troon move is seen at thlis tirme, Thin roes
not menn that there is any chonre ncoted in the aenes:

arlile
desire to recnnture the southern 1 7, Loves Ln U v
1nd the SLTPLUD may be recardec ac Liversion atlilanota, Also,
in UV :

FLUEA there 1s the ruerestion thet an atter-t o= heing
made to strensthen defense nosltions in thet ares, bBod
itate alr transnort to and from the ‘LI,

Py P

- M
Yo Tnil-

Ho nmajor threat in the direction of the Hew- I inn en
Frontier seems nrojasle in the foreseenble Tuture, withoyh

minor ralds on CAU and our outl: inp positions are elwa's wit'..n
enemy capabilities,

[,
~
S



b3 RER R ST
SO0

~ecemter 14, 1242

TF 1€ at ESPIRTTU 3AYTC ras ‘er rlaced o 3 .ra
nctice, ns hiave the Tha (TR C4) at NCOUVEA. TF 1. 's arci o1
at ZCULTA. TF £7 13 at ES2THTITY BANTC,. TP o0 ta a: ‘all T,

The CAZTVS nlanes attaclhe! the MNWDA area moatr ot

day. llc An or enery nlare orTesiticn waa encontere:, T.tg
may lndicate successfal Lertins the -ast Tew in-s,
knery planes were resorte! cver TUTAGT tn tee cvern-

in:-,

The unloadins of sup-lles at " ALAlSaNAl {9 ;r-cee
Iry: under d!'fficulties., There seers tc ‘e u 3. rth.e focriaft
to handle steores from the al.lns te the 'eacs,
the facillitles are lnadequate,

» AR or tie lent),

Crmsopac 150422 18 an eorrattern JUTHATrY .

Gomineh 102147 !s the "Tirescme" kari:e tro-- rove -
ment frem the West Coast to tre wepac,

Crudlv CLE cemposed of tle HALET 50, LR 017 ara
RISIHCUD has Yeen formed under Iear Adr, i'cNerrls,

Tlie Plans Jectlor wll: reexar're YIUYAY far

- Hae a9
a stenpineg stene tn tre Jan posttiong tn rhe

Central Peefft:,
There 1s nothinr new of enery leplovment or inter-
ttrns, ' *

i.a’
Jecenber 15th, . (1“"’;
Lr5 11 and 64 daparted =7 Loduy mnd Ty 18 and
A7 dennrt T ITT o oocTme twororrow, A1l will unarate 1n the CORAL
SEA for treinin-c and to Aawely weveloaments, TT 1
contlnue as 77 Al under Resr Li-irel thermnn,

nad 1o will

Foth YTMTA and T P are now Tnily dnreets forn aipney
from SA37° and TIPTCN {n order to retard devalanment of olthar
nlrce. A renort todav {ndicates thnt the Yorms aratara we rade
in the ""TNA atrin the nnat few deve sananp f11lad qn,  Cnpnustne
minor strikes are beine mpde dntil+ nt the 77710 ninetaia,

There ir some Indication of Tan gca nation ot Tl
ITLATL A small AP was renorted unlondine there todaw,

The ~2°77IN7 ranorts twoe “its Inwe 70 70 tiae ~lene
tender cn "lovembher 6th nnd arnk a small tanker on ‘lovemaer 10tw,
“oth attucks were made off TR,

(Continued)
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SECRET
Degember 15th, (Continued)

An 092U renorts sinkineg a midpeat sub near the N&w
GRCRGIA proup,

Comsopac 160424 »ink outlines his critierl LD shortape.

Cinapac 160435 nink does not annrove Jomsonac nlAn

for mines off ATADALCAMNAL but pives a surpaestion which would he
annroved,

The meagre information of WETT ME' 7'1'TEA anéd sneny
nositions west of there ia contalned in Comsowesnnc 152350,

Cinopac 151959 nink orders 7" R to be preparod to
occuny AICHITKA at an early date.

Captain Comsn with the W.», JIDDLE, LU WD ailloll,
TICUAD JEPFERNON, J.T. DICIIAN, MERMITAGH, POUTICMNLLG, LA200N,
ARCTURUST, CONY, and escort leave Norfolk about December 27th, On

arrival at the Canal Tone the AP and ¢tLNY will renort to :inepnao
for duty.

The enemy is meking strenuous efforts to create and
improve positions in the central SCLUECNS, As nreviously noted,
positionn at MBDANG and NIWAK are expeoted to be occupied in
moderate strength about the 18th. loves toward the J/eatern
ALEUTIAN™, including KULUK BAY are indicated, lNone of these in-
dlcate a lessening in the enemy desire to recapture the outhern
SOLOMOITS, It seems probable that large enamy TOroes Are now
organizing and training for a major nush toward SUALALCANAL., It
13 believed that losses sustained in the past few months have

osused the enemy to abandon nlans to extend control beyond the
SOLOMCHS,

Degember 16th, m

Aside from routine air strikes on M'™DA the lPaocifie
Ocean Areas were auiet, %7s olaim one 500 nound hit on the atern
of a DD or CL off MUNDA bar, The only major unit sirhted wns a
CV leaving TRUK on southerly courses by the “2!"LPIY,

.

The E. J. HINDS grounded in 3EALARK AL, This ship
had ahout 1200 troops of the 25th Division on board,

The INDIMTAJ‘(&.I“ end VILTCH oonducted firing tests
today off OAIlU with the e&ﬂk. 312 fuze, Perfrormanpe indioates

great possibllities and battle distri ution of the ze i3 under=
way,

Work on the OKLAHOMA will be limited to that necessary
to prepare the vessel to be towed to the mainland for aarapping.

1250
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SECRET
December 16th., (Continued)

Cominch 151650 pink requests information conocerning
the strength of our forces in the CACTUS - RINGWLT arem,

In reply to Comsopan messare consernine the oritical
DD shortare in the Sopae, Cincpac renlied that all that can he
done 1s heine done (170327 pink),

Comsopac 170510 nink belleves .LOULAM I L.NL offers
poselbilities as an advanced air base and reruests Information
on it fron Comsowespsa,

DI shows that mines have been laid hy the enenmy at
KISKA, The fields as renorted will not hanrer us to any great
extent. These fields are Just one more inc¢ication that the Japsa
are there to stay until thrown out, With the construction of a
fighter strip on BALLALE ISLAND (SHONTLANDS area) underway, there

1s further evidence of the determination to dafend .u. UL with v
oonsiderable air strength,

L

Task Forces in the South Pacific, less TP 88, ocontinue
operations in .the esstern CORAL SEA. Two B=17 air strikes were
made on MUNDA from CACTUS. The HINDS, which grounded two days
8go in the JEALARK CHANNEL, was refloated. New Zealand patrol

boats are now operating in the TULAGI-QUADALCANAL area. Comsopac
170812 1s an operations SUNNRTY ,

Temporary repairs have been made to the COLUMBIA turbines
permitting speeds up to 25 kts.

In answer to Cominch 168115 regarding disposition of
defense battalions Cincpac sent his 180151.

The FLYING FISH reperts sinking two DDs in the cemntral
30LOMONS while on patrol there since eaTly November.

: Orders were issued to the 7th Bomber commmnd to attack
WAKE with 24 B-24's during the night of December 22-23. 3 sube
and one DD will be stationed between MIDWAY and WAKE to aesist
the Army and rescue personnel as neCcessary.

Cominoh 1s waiting on reports from & aspecial survey of
AMCHITEA before deciding whether or not to ocoupy that island.

A report from the BLLIOT in the ALEUTIANS indicates her
back broken. The damage Probably was caused by heavy seas.

(Continued next page)
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SECRET

December 17th. (Continued)

The onlynﬂgigy activity noted during the day was a land-
ing in the MADANG- « This was predicted. Evidently Sowespac
alr was unable to prevent the convoy approach and no sizeable atlr
attack on the convoy was reported, The CV sighted by the SCULPIN
off TRUK, noted yesterday, may have returned to TRUK, It has never
been clear why the Japs would want to use a CV in the operation to
occupy MADANG and WEWAK., There 1s some evidence of Ja desire for
8 landing field in the HOLLANDIA ares  dnd on WAKDE ISLAND gud MOEM]

Nothing new 1s leared of enemy deployments or intentions.
A strong push toward GUADALCANAL 1s stil} predicted, and no major
threat in the HAWAIIAN area i3 seen.

CMA/ L
. : >
sego ner 1th,

Thnmawerqgﬁh§¥* Coodehtineg {n the 00l ronn e
todur,  Aetivity was, i1 11ted to the ro (tin. Pivoatride on owhe
) L

S ul
IO Aarea b UL from L.

PR
TN L e g

1.8

Topace task forces, less TP 65, continue coerntions in
the enst 2O0TUL TRHA,

The TOTHI wlll he rendy for aen nt .07 e, o
2hth, and the "MITIAND vill e “doaked thera that day,

comineh indiantes that T304 £nd merhAans (Y her 8olan e
N the 0 Y IAMD sraun mAY he cultasle “or nn alvenaed nips age
for onerntions in the Hortherm .t =4 TR,

M2 panorts B L st ke on T CAe alma, vt o ongpe
ver oarty Innded on VOUITTRA the 17ty i

—- j',, R 6 )v\-)-ﬂ

;omine 121715 »inv isva cire-XiVe to onrymy T T
if reconnalsasance chows that an Airfinld therenn ann . canatryoted
TN 1 rearonesle time, Inonnc 1729°] miny dipeatyg 77 2 4y apna
tinue »lans And to recommend Toroes neadad " linanune 17006 Sty
£ayL that OTY 2 will he aaslonad *he “uvnl taak, (SR DS U R A
and teneral e ittt prodanle will isene o foint dlreesstve cor tve
oneration,

vom 12 1907326 (2 naapt) ninw FLVes lanepnl o Le {tete o

FELRT Y
on the canture o ¥I7% 4, dreman 199715 nink atatesn thunt e liaf
hare {c that 7 divisions wlll e reviire’,  lenp Liriral emgnroe

will confer with Senersl Le.itt on thia tomorrow,

Congonac 181056 rlves »lunned winlorment of 'arine cefenoe
hattalions in his area,

The enemy was successful in lunding wt D.Ll00, L L, wnd
FITUIANSTI, Uith the corpletion of this operetion we chii expect
stenned o effort towards Maliliallil. o other new aneny uevelon-
"epts are seen,

~ v

r,




All Pacifio Ocean Areas were senerally quiet, A sum-
mary of air strikes from CACTUS is in CACTUS 192206,

TF 61 will split up into TF 11 and 16 tomorrow, TF 11
will proceed to NOUMEA and TF 16 to RSPIRITU SANTO, TFs 64 and
67 will oontinue opsrations in the CORAL SEA,

While operating off GUADALCANAL the GANESVOORT damaged
one propeller and her speed is limited to 23 knots., The K. J.
HINDS 18 proceeding to ETPIRITU SANTO at eight knots, Her ground-
ing demage 13 limited to propeller and shafting,

In the Southwest Pacifio it is reported that an air at-
tack on a group of 1 CL and 4 DD weat of NEW BRITAIN resulted in
direoct hits and possihle einking of the CL,

General DeWitt's 192048 pink gives further detalls on
the ocoupation of AMC:HITKA,

The S-35 was attacked by two enemy float planes south of
ANTIGHAK ISLAND yesterday, These probably ocame from KISKA,

December 20th,

There were no major sizhtings or contaocts in the Pacifio
Ocean Areas today, .

There are no new enemy developments,

TF 67 has been ordered to ESPIRITU SANTO arriving there
tomorrow, TF 64 will arrive at NOUMEA day after tomorrow,

The first increment of the 25th division 1s still unload-
ing at GUADALCANAL and the seocond inorement of the same division
is being held temporarily at SUVA,

Routine bombing and harassing strikes were made on the
enemy positions in the central SOLOMONS, GUADALCANAL 202207,

A survey of AMCHITKA indicates the feasinility of oon-
structing a fighter 8trip within about two weeks of the commence-
ment of the oocoupation, and of the construotion of a bombing
atrip within about three months (CTF & 210830), CTF 8 210215
glves naval forces he believes required for the operation. Genersl
DeWitt (202304) believes that the survey revort will permit the
operation to nroceed under the direotive from Cominch, It now
appears that the tarset date will be asout Jenuary Sth,

A
(Gontinued) l?r; .




SECRET
December 20th. (Continued)

Our strikes on MUNDA undoudtedly have hindered the
eaemy but not caused the airfield project to be e-andoned, At
BALLALR a landing strip is well underway, The Japs continue to
make strenuous effort to imnprove their Central SNL.ONONS posi-
tion. Sixty-two vessels were sighted at RAJAUL yesterday, Signs
continue to polnt to another major drive toward the Southern
“OLOMONS within the next two or three weeks. If this astimate
is correct no major threat toward the Hewniian area is meen.

Degember 21st. Gh“

No surface or ground operations of slgnificance were
reported during thex%i., Ehare was a strike on MUNDA by eleven
SBDs from GUADALCAN n fﬁfée plenes were not opposed and were
unable to see any ground activity., A few minutes later a 3.17
over the runway received AA fire.

CTF 8 reports a strike on KISKA in his 212307,

All Sopas striking forces are heading for or in port,
as previously noted,

Commple bod ol

The 25th Divieion, lst inorement, disembarkéX et GUADAL-
CANAL today, The 2nd inorement of that Division is walting
orders at SUVA,

It 1s expected that the "ENSACOLA will be ready to leave
ESPIRITU SANTO about December 28 and the MINNEADOLIC ahout
Tre NEW-ORLEAN® tas—arrived—at—FLBNRY

January Sth, v o . 'The CHESTER
will nrooeed to Norfolk for complete repair of bhattle damage .

The Army planes whioh are scheduled to bomb WAKE the
night of December 22 - 23 have arrived at MIDWAY,

For the CROWBAR operation Cincpac will reinforce TF 8
with the INDIANAPOLIS-and 4 DD, This will not give all the anti-
submarine foroes that oould be used profitaslr, sjut no others
are available. A proposal for a joint directive for this opera-
tion is in Cincpao 220557 pink. CTF 8 212232 pink estimates
the AMCHITEA troop requirements at about 13,500, This numbder
raises the problem of logistio aupport and involves the Navy
insofar as large eacort demands oan be expaated,

Cominch 191906 pink gives moves for the 10th and 12th
defense battalions, Cinopac will recuire transportation for the
10th, and combat loading is not essential.

(Continued) 12¢ 1




oECHET

December 21st., (Contlnued)

Admirel ilalsey propcses to returrn the NEW YE)XICC and
LIS3ISSIPPI from the Sopac tc conserve escorts and to permit
accomplishment of watertight intecrity improverents to perrit
thelr use in forward aresns. <'ncpac concurs,

The very large number of vessels seen at RAFAll. yester-
dey 13 a flne target for alr attack toth fraom CACTUS and FI'7TCN,
It seems probable that these vessels are involved irn the ex-
pected major nush toward GUALALCALAL, It would be worth a sreat
deal to break up this shippine concentration, It ahruld te noted
that our submarines in the SoPac areas seern ineffective. Just
why thls i3 the case 13 not clear, Plotted patrol pnsitlcns do

not nrovide for maximurm concentrations at the two maln focel
points, i.e. RABAUL and PEUIN.

The enemy today has at least four ccmbatan® CVs avail-
able, Jome are training in Errire wnters., While {t seems mosat
probable that the next emnloyment of the CVa will be in the
3outh, the possitlility of raids ¢n the liawallan Area and con our
staring polntsa canrot be overlooked., No emmloyment of CVs !n
the ALEUTIANS or east of the leridlan of OAHU 41a seen. ',

vecember 22nd.,

12 SED, 5 B-17, with VF coverage male strikes nn MUNLA
shortly after noon local. 3Speciflic damage inflicted 13 not re-
ported, but AA opposition was encountered by the B-17's,

An extremely large concentrution of ahipnine wasa
observed at RAFAU'L., Ships cf all types, including ne ~r two
crulsers and 20 Ula, numbered over one hundred, It would te an
1deal set up for a BIUE CV strike, particularly while HYrOCHITE
(JAPAN) orobatly could not oppose with more than one CV, The
danger Iln such an operation 13, of course, enemy shore based alr,
Comairsonac plans to strike RAPAUL tomorrow with 6 B-17's, and
the next dey with at least 12 B-17's.

The B-24 strlke n WAKE was made on schedule, All

planes returned to !ILWAY safely. Damage inflicted 1s not yet
reported, )

The CROYFAR operatien {occupaticn of ANCHITKA) 1
shapineg up. Cinepac 230407 requests General DeWitt tc send his
sufgeated draft for a Joint directive. This deapatch was answered

in DeVtt's 230016 pink. The Jolnt directlive te “TF 8 should be
sent alonre tomorrow,

There are no new eneny develonpments.




SLECHET

Decemtor 22nd (Continued)

The press Indicates that the TRITISY have ra.led
SAFALG with carrier based planes. The BHITI3H have also
started a land offersive acrainst AKYAR,

December 23rd.

There were two strikes made on MUNDA during the day fronm
CACTUS, It is evident that these almost daily attacka are hamper-
ing Jap development. However, it was seen for the first time tc-
day that zero flghters are operating from the MUNDA fleld.

No major sightings were reported in the Pacific Ocean
Areas. The large assembly of ships at RABAUL, mentioned yeaterday,
still remains a most attractive target, The B-17 strike on RABAUL
which was scheduled for today is not reported and may have been
called off on account of bad weather.

Comsopac 240616 is a summary for his area,.

CTF 17 232359 1s the report of the successful Arry strike
on WAKE. The photc reconnaissance which followed the strihﬁ}, L@sr
w§% 2uccessrul. On the day of this strike the TRITCN sank ;tt

¢ off WAKE., If bombing destroyed a few distillers astore the
Japs may have a serious water problem.

Cincpac 232215 {s the joint directive for the occupation
of ANCHITKA,

CTF 8 240225 glves forces nroposed.

There are no new enemy deploymenta noted, and nothing o
new is learned of enemy plans. (Vo

On

Dacembser C4ath,

The Pacille “cean Arecas were aulet excert for alr strixes
In the 3P7ICUCNS, Eleven P-17's started -

Lomt ATATL. Six
reached the tarvet und clolm three nlt:s »n an ar or AP, wnd neverel

near mlases “ther planes were unclle ¢ fini tie %arcet urea.
ihla m ~oCcause of buld weat-er. The lupre rnuther of tirs At
JATATL, p''a & pozsible TV, previously menticne-

neu, Whs-reported
by returnins pllots. In thls cenn-ctlion Zin? Pac sent :la

whilch sucrrests a coordinsted aslr strike onn thl+v shil--1lr¢e

Lo e ]
b e

TRl -
traticn and the redistribution of sutmarines *o cover UAFATL
anmroaches more effectlively, !Mlnor ~ontacts ma-e during e ey
In the SCZOXCNS area are of e speclal alrnificance. o 540's wier
V¥ cover attacked landing barres and the YUNDA alrstrip, 1t in
revorted that the landing strip 1s censlderatly damaced frr~ tie

past Tew lays bomblng,
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Lecember L4ath {Zontt'd)

All task forces In the Sauth Fucliflc wre 1o = rt uy
Followa; TR €5 at NANDTs TWe 1€ gnd €7 at ARRCSA SR S D 1 S S
4 at J'ITT PRPPY,

Ne orround actirn s renarted Trae AUADAT CaNal. he

troepa In thnt area have been quiet far o some ti-e,

aocan 3D owhich was aunk oot TUTATI fs= 4 rather chelloow

“nter. It muy be posslble to rec~ver Yer charts uwr! ctaer
pan-re ol value,

he phnto reconnalssance nlane arrt 0 A ET 1Y e
the reeont strlke was unable to ret plctures btecause of overcast.

The Allles in the FUNA area are maxlnr sic
prerress In cuttling off the Jap tr--ps snld recap*
alirflelrs,

w byt ~ontirn .3
-rirg two

The DRM reports that an attack cn e ecarrler n Tes, loen

{f Tcuthern UPNISHU pesulted in twn torpado wits.

(o3

CTF 8 plans *o make 8 sweep tc the wentwnpd wtkh zrulygers
and 2estrovers startines Dec, 28th,  The S9=T% 4t 4laY el
serious Lattery flre reaterday, o
A\~
There are no new enemvy Jevel rnments,

December 25th

SN

At least two enemy submarines were reported sunk, The
firat was sunk off ST. GEORGE CHANMEL by the SEADRAGON while on

patrol in these waters, and the second was sunk bty a 3%WPac PT 1n
the BUNA aresa,

Two amall enemy AKs were slghted off WICKHAM ISLAKL, NFY
GEOKGIA during the day and were attacked by CACTUS air. One of
3000 tona was sunk, Reporta from the SWPac indlicate good succeas
in alr attacks on enemy shipping in the western SOLONONS SEA, It
seems probable that one victim was the ARIAKE (DD)., It contlinues
to be of first importance to sink enemy shipping., An efficient
way to do this 1s by low altitude bomting.

At GUADALCANAL current night nulsance raids are lowering
our troop's combat efficlency as indicated in Comsopac 250449.

The logistic supply of our southern SOLOMOLS posltions {8 proceed-
ing satisfactorily.

Admiral Halsey 1s discussing air strikes on RABATL with
Com3WPac. Comsopac 260612 pink.

{Continued)




SECRET

December 25th (Contlnued)

The present satatus of the BALLALE airfield !s ir Comatlr-
sopac 260224,

The MNONTPELIER group will arrive at NCUNEA about Janusry
19, TF 65 less Batdiv 4 1s ordered to ESPIRITU S4NTC. Tre ACVs
are warned to be prepared for further service.

Further dlacussion of the AMCHITKA occunaticn 1s contained
in General De Witt's 252050 pink.

There are no new enemy developrients, £ aa™ L,

December 26th

As has been the case for several days, the Pacific Ocean
areas were generally quiet. SBDs with fichters made & routine
atrlke on the I{UNDA area. Some zero and AaA opposition was encoun-
tered.

The WAHOO returning from patrol in the Central SCLCNONS

arca reports sinking one I class sub and one 5600 ton AP in m'd
December.

There are now 161 planes of various types at GUALALCAXNAL,
but full operation of these 1s not ¥Yet possible because bulk avess

storage 1s not yet completed. Completion of the tank farm now
under construction is promised by January 15th.

The 2nd increment of the 25th Jivision should arrive at
GJUADALCANAL about the 28th.

Admiral King says well done to the WAKE bomters, and be-
lieves that attacks should be repeated at irrepular intervals not
only for the effect on WAKE but as prospective cover {f and when
we may wish to follow the attack with assault, We are glving

conslderation to other air attacks on enemy Central Pacific posi-
tions from JOHNSTON and FUKAFUTI.

Admiral Hepburn will report to Cincpac In a few days to
conduct an administrative investlgation of the 1st Battle of SAVO,

o+ -

There are no new enemy developments, '

(o
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SECRET

December 27th

There were no major sightings in the Pacific Ccean Areas.
A Southweat Pacific plane saw at least 51 ships anchored at HARAUL,
Lo large concentration in the BUIN area has been noted for sometime.

It appears prchtable that four Jap suts have teen sunk in
the SOLOMONS SEA area in the past week.

The NEW ORLEAXES srrived at SYDNEY the 24th local,

‘While enroute from WAKE to the South Pacific the THITCN
aank an AK off MOKIL (CAROLINE ISLANLS),

All Tmsk Forces of the Socuth Pacific Force are in p;ort for
upkeep and to awalt developments,

Army planes over ATTU encountered some Ah from that Ialand,
A reconnalssance plane had reported float planes at ATITU, but a
strike sent from ADAK to destroy them was uneble to find them., This
may have been due to radar warning from KISKA,

Cominch 271750 pink suggests enemy CV employment against
the HAWAII - NIDWAY line or elsewhers other than the SCLCKONS 3EA
area, This is, of couEﬁg%dﬁiways posaitle-~-as was noted herein on
December 21st. The mo mployment seems to be in connection with
another major attempt to recapture positions in the Southern 3CLCVCKS,
Becaiae of new airfields in the Central SOLOMONS and in UEW LCHGIA,
the next southward push would involve use of conalleratle enemy si.nre
based air wlth better firhter coveragze than was poss‘hble from ﬁAh&UL.‘
(‘ wi™ e

Decomber Z2th,

“urlne the day alr strikes Crom TUATDALCANAL snnx
SITEMAL ATTHCRANE, UEW TSECRGIA.
wlse qgulet,

WO AY % 8L
“he Pacifiec fconn Arens were <%-.er-

ANl Army photo reconnaissance plane rcturning frem LALE

lanlel
ot sea 2ZJJ miles southwest of MNIDNYAY. <(escue 1: urdeprwarw,
che TASNUTH (DMS) troke in two 1n hieavy seas an” sang off
TMNPAE ISLALD.

The cnemy prcbably la reorranlzing and t-alring for arn-t:.er
nusi toward GUADALTAYAL. The carriers are trainincs irn SUFINE haters.
he btulk of othier surface stren-th 12 nct located bt

coems to Le o
ir the -reneral area between TRVE and HoysuT, LY

TN
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SECRET

December 29th

There was very little activity in the Pacific during the
day. GUADALCANAL planea made a strike on enemy installations at
REKATA. Slight AA was encountered and there were few slans of

activity there., Comsopac 300627 is an operation summary for the
past few days.

Cominch has directed that 6 to 12 PTs now in Sopac te
sent to ComSWPac for temporary duty.

Comsnpac 300350 wives the plans for troops in the UALAL-
CANAL area, and his 301223 reports present trocps in the GUALAL-
CALAL-TULAGI area, There seem to be some omissions in the latter

despatch. The second increment of the 25th Divislon has arrtved
at GUALALCALAL,

Sopac Tesk Forces are still in port with TF 16 and &7 at
ESPIRITU SALTO and 11 and 64 at KOUMEA., TF 65 ACVs and escorts were
due at ESPIRITU SANTO at noon today. Batdiv 4 ts at KANDI.

Comsopac 300602 pink gives a plan for o cruiser and

?estroger bombardment of MUNDA during the night of Januury 4th
local).

The THOMAS EDISON, which grounded several weeks azo at
TURTLE ISLAND, can now be consldered a total loss. She troke her
back the 19th. HMost of theagarco, including 48 torpedoes, has
been salvared, Even bettefhsalvage results may be expected with
the arrival of tlie new salvage vessels in the South Pacific. At
present ATs with makeshift equipment are employed.

North Pacific crulsers and DD esacort under Aeall Admirail
Mcliorris will make a aweep to the westward from ECSIAK during the

next few days., This i{s prel!minary to the CHCWBAR operati n now
scheduled to begin on January Oth,

There 1s very little known of present enermy deplcyment
and intentions. It i3 belleved that the next ma jor move will te
toward GUADALCANAL, and that the recently noted develepments in
the NEW GEORGIA Group and the Central SOLOMOLS are primarily to
provice better shore based alr coverage, At Y“UlDAh, for exarple,
1t 13 now known that bombers can operate cn the a!rfield. Atout
halfl of the enemy carriers are telieved about to complrte an 1ln-
tensive tralning operation *n the vielnity of HONSEU, The bulk of
combatant surface strength 1s thoucht tetweern TRUK and the Emplire.
Based on this, no major enemy move toward SUADALCALAL would take
place before January 7th., But Cardiv ONE has teen s!lent for the
past three days. It may te enroute south. In that case a posaltle
enemy tarcget date may bte somewhat advanced. Decause of lack of

definite information, the besat that cen be done ia to predict as
follows:

LI

(Continued next pace)
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SECRET

December 29th. {Continued)

{a) ¥o maJor move on GUADALCANAL i3 to te expected
before about January 7th,

UmL4L4uhhHLfmwo-onhﬁHADALC&&AL—&s—more~rrubtblv .
’ 1 LGN GOINBA,

(c} It 13 posalble, but not probable, that a rald
in strength will be made in the near future on the
MIDYAY-HAWATL 1ine or outlying positions tn the
Central Pacifiec,

(d) It cdoes not seem probable that much strensth
wil] be 1n the North Pacific tc interlere with the
CROWEAR operation. , e \ .

December 30th,

Pacifio Ocean Areas were generally quiet. Comsopao
310836, Our submarines are beginning to show improvsment in the
FQLOMONS SEA area, Enemy sources indicate that one of our subs
sank one ship of a convoy heading from the NEW IRITAIN area toward
PALAU and attacked another ship in the convoy about an hour later.
{In this latter attack two torpedoes passed under the ship without

exploding. This is further evidenoce of our very poor torpedo per-
formence), '

There are no major developments in the SN Pao, Ground
forces continued to olose in on Japs in the BUNA area. The eneay

undoubtedly is improving and building air facilities on the North
Coast of NEW GUINEA,

The press reports inoreased mir and ground action in the
BURMA theatre. In RUSSIA extravagant reports of success apainst
the Germans appear daily in the press. While the KUSSIANT must
be successful in the present offensive, the degree of that success
may not be as great as the RUSSIANS report, Little is known of
our African Campaign, It seeme probable that the advanoce from the
West has been stopped now that stiff enemy resistance is encounter~

ed, The advance from the East seems to he slowed down, possibly
due to logistic problems,

Comairwing TWC 310830 revorts a tvpical strike on WUNDA,

Our logistic suonply and troop replacement »roersm to
GUADALCANAL is prooeeding well, The second inorsment of the 25th
Division will be landed by January 3rd. Because of Admirel Halsey's
300350, noted yesterday, Cinopac sent his 31034l pink to Cominch.

In thia connection it is recorded again that no troops are in aight
or even contemplated (as far ms is known here) successfully to
oomplete tasks TWO and THREE, We know that, after jungle duty,

(Continued) 126




SECRET

Dscember 30th. (Continued)

troops are not available again, because of malaria and other causes,

for from three to six months, Until we have the requlsite numbers

of fresh troops to take and keep up the offensive our situation
in the SOTOMON SFA Area will e unsatiafactory from the viewpoint

of getting along with the war, Results in 1942 are gratifyving con-

s8lderins the fact that we have not had enouzh tools to work with,
While we have managed to stop Jap advances toward AUSTRALIA and

the supply lines theretc, we have not impaired Jap capacity to de-

fend gains of 1942, To permit Japan to exnloit her present "Par
East"™ holdings would prolongs the war to the danger point, All

this means only one thing for 1943 - more tools to work with than
are now in slght. In addition, we must improve material, such aa

torpedoes and radlo, Cincpac 310459 18 one more plea for more
toola,

No new enemy deployments or intentions are noted,

2

Jecermber 3lst.

For the firat time in several days a cruiaser - destroyer
group was sighted in the vielnity of the 3HCRTLANDS. Bad weather

in tlie 30LOLION3 area probably was the cause of an ineffective strike

today on ITDA and of only a part of tie uasual dally search. The
larce co'centration of shippilne contlnues at RARATL., e have 81
merchant type In the NOUMEA-ESPIRITU SAKTC-3UDALCATAL ares.

Comsopac 311100(2 parts) 1as his Op Plan 1-43 in whieh he

outlines cover for 6 APs and 1 AK in the GUADALCANAL area January
3rd to about January 6th,

Comsopac (010514) plana to develop PORT PURVIS3, FLCRILA

ISLAND as a fleet anchorave, His 011136 Zlves his plan t- relieve

the 2nd Marine Division at GUADALCANAL and to eliminate the enemy
there,

Cominch 311815 pink is a proposal to create a Deputy
Comsopac tr relieve Comsopac of administrative detalls.

CTF B reports an alr strike on KISKA in hias 312140,
Cominch states that the Army ts maintaining the ALEUTIAN P-38
sguadron at twenty-five airplanes. No additlcnal P-38 scuadron
13 avallable at present for agsignment to the 3KAN area. This

plane 1s believed the only pursuit which can W atisfactorily mm
em~loyed in that ares,

\
Ly
There are no new enemy develooments,

A
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