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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 20, 1994

FOREWORD

“I learn with great satisfaction that you are about
committing to the press the valuable historical and state-papers
you have been so long collecting,” Thomas Jefferson wrote in
1791 to Ebenezer Hazard, a scholar who was about to publish a
collection of documents on America’s early history. “Time and
accident are committing daily havoc on the originals deposited
in our public offices,” Jefferson continued. “Let us save what
remains: not by vaults and locks which fence them from the
public eye and use. .. but by such a multiplication of copies, as
shall place them beyond the reach of accident.”

Jefferson realized that our nation’s history cannot be
understood fully without study of the documentary record. For
many years, the United States Navy has published documents
that record its place in the nation’s history, making these
documents available to researchers. This volume is part of a
series that contains copies of original documents recording the
deeds of America’s first sailors, whose valor and perseverance
helped win our independence.

The events of the last three months of 1777, the period
covered by this volume, illustrate clearly the crucial role of
sea power in our nation’s formative struggle for liberty. Ships,
laden with munitions urgently required by the Americans,
tried to elude the British blockade. Continental Navy ships and
American privateers, operating in European waters and the
West Indies, diverted Britain’s naval resources and aggravated
tensions between Great Britain and nominally neutral
countries. News that the Continental Army had defeated
General Burgoyne at Saratoga, New York, moved France closer
to the decision to become an open ally.




This volume documents in detail the momentous and
bloody British effort to control the Delaware River in order to
maintain Britain’s hold on the city of Philadelphia. From both
the American and the British perspectives, the story of the
desperate fight for the Delaware River makes evident the
importance of littoral warfare, and it also shows that the
cooperation between sea and land forces that continues today
is an essential element of our nation’s defense.

I congratulate the Department of the Navy for continuing
this monumental publishing project. The documents contained
in this volume will inspire and instruct the professional sailor,
the historical scholar, and the American citizen interested in
the history of our nation.
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Introduction

“The day is I hope near at hand when we can say with safety that America is free
and Independent,” wrote Thomas Wharton, Jr., president of the Pennsylvania
Supreme Executive Council, to John Hazelwood, commodore of the Pennsylvania
State Navy, on October 24, 1777. Wharton'’s optimism was inspired by the news that
two Royal Navy warships, H.M.S. Augusta (64 guns), and H.M. sloop Merlin, had been
destroyed in combat with American forces. They had been attempting to support an
attack by land on Fort Mercer, part of the American defenses along the Delaware
River by which the Americans sought to isolate the British forces that recently cap-
tured Philadelphia. Word of the ships’ destruction came just a few days after confir-
mation of the surrender of a British army to American arms at Saratoga, New York.

In the last months of 1777 events such as these, and indications that France might
enter the war as a formal ally, made the Revolutionaries hopeful that their struggles
would achieve American independence. Nevertheless, these patriots had just cause
for concern. Despite the Americans’ brave and desperate defense of the Delaware
passes, the British won control of the river before winter set in, ensuring their hold
on Philadelphia. A British thrust up the Hudson River in October, although too late

. to save Burgoyne’s army, demonstrated the effectiveness of a joint army-navy British
force, and how unprepared and ineffective American defenders could be. This ma-
neuver resulted in the destruction of three American forts and two Continental Navy
frigates, and the burning of the New York state capital at Kingston. In October 1777
an American operation to recapture Newport, Rhode Island, failed miserably. The
British continued to blockade Chesapeake Bay and Charleston, South Carolina.

These operations and a number of more minor campaigns are documented in
this volume. Highlights include selections from the extant logbooks of all the British
vessels in the Delaware River campaign, including some not used by earlier histori-
ans of that campaign. The volume also introduces new sources previously unexam-
ined by scholars. Two, from the records of the High Court of Admiralty in the Pub-
lic Record Office, an undervalued resource, are the journal of the Rhode Island Navy
galley Spitfire and a letter book of Continental Navy Captain Gustavus Conyngham,
unknown to Robert Wilden Neeser when he published the definitive edition of
Conyngham’s papers in 1915.

Some documents in these pages are especially rich in description, such as the
intelligence reports of the physical appearance of Continental Navy warships Alfred
and Raleigh (enclosed in Admiral Sir Thomas Pye to Philip Stephens, Oct. 25, 1777).
Other, more prosaic records contain hidden gems of information, such as the “Red
Baise to line ports” listed in the Account of the Continental Navy brigantine Resis-
tance (Nov. 9, 1777). In these documents we hear the voices of ordinary seamen, as
when the crew of the Maryland Navy ship Defence petitions the governor to investi-
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gate their harsh conditions of service (Dec. 9, 1777). We also hear the protests of the
victims of injustice, such as the plea of Cuba, an African American woman taken into
Boston on board a prize, appealing to the authorities of the State of Massachusetts
to prevent the captors from selling her as a slave.

Dr. Michael J. Crawford, editor of this volume and head of the Early History
Branch of the Naval Historical Center, and his assistant editors E. Gordon Bowen-
Hassell, Charles E. Brodine, Jr., and Mark L. Hayes labored together many years in
surveying collections, selecting documents, transcribing, translating, and annotating
the materials, and, finally, preparing the comprehensive index. They wish to ac-
knowledge with thanks the superb assistance rendered them by the two other histo-
rians in the branch, Christine F. Hughes and Carolyn M. Stallings, who temporarily
set aside their work on the third volume of the Center’s Naval War of 1812 docu-
mentary series to participate in the various stages of proofreading. Charlotte Marie
Knowles, the branch secretary, provided splendid word-processing and general of-
fice support. The staffs of other Center branches, especially the Navy Department
Library and the Curator Branch’s Photographic Section, provided essential services.
Wendy E. Karppi, of the office of the Center’s Senior Historian, lent her expertise
in correcting Spanish transcriptions and translations.

This volume builds on the accomplishments of previous editors and staff. The
project’s first editor, William Bell Clark, laid the foundations for our Naval Documents
of the American Revolution series as early as the first decades of the twentieth century,
when he began collecting the texts of documents relating to the naval aspects of the
war. In addition, the current editors acknowledge a debt of incalculable proportions
to Dr. William James Morgan, editor of volumes 5 through 9, who continues to ad-
vise the Center as Senior Historian Emeritus.

During a 10-month fellowship in documentary editing, Dr. Gregory D. Massey
assisted the project by selecting, transcribing, annotating, and indexing documents
concerning the lower South and the West Indies. The Center is grateful to him for
his fine contribution and to the National Historical Publications and Records Com-
mission, which sponsored his fellowship.

The following summer interns assisted with various editorial tasks: Midshipman
Christopher Adams, Ensign Aaron Cooper, and Andrew Laas. Two members of the
United States Navy Reserve Volunteer Training Unit 0615 also made valuable con-
tributions: Commander Dennis Grabulis, and J01 Loraine Ramsdall.

Among the translations of foreign-language materials appearing in this volume
are those by Commander Canio Di Cairano, USNR (Ret.}, Elizabeth G. Crabbs, Rus-
sell B. Holmes, and Dr. Oscar M. Villarejo. Mary Hannah, of the Department of the
Navy’s Naval Maritime Intelligence Center, Foreign Language Services, cheerfully
handled contractual arrangements for a number of document translations. Antonia
Macarthur performed wonders of research for the volume at the Public Record Of-
fice in London.

Unpublished Crown copyright material in the Public Record Office, London,
is reproduced by permission of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office.



Extracts from the following printed works are reprinted by permission of the
publishers:

The Diary of Elizabeth Drinkey, edited by Elaine F. Crane, Boston, Mass.: Northeastern
University Press, Copyright © 1991 by Elaine Forman Crane.

Diary of the American War: A Hessian Journal, by Johann von Ewald, translated and
edited by Joseph P. Tustin, New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, Copyright
© 1979 by Yale University.

The Keith Papers. Selected from the Papers of Admiral Viscount Keith, edited by W. G. Perrin
and Christopher Lloyd, [London]: Navy Records Society, Copyright © 1927-55.

Diary of Frederick Mackenzie, Giving a Daily Narrative of his Military Service as an Officer of the
Regiment of Royal Welch Fusiliers during the Years 17751781 in Massachusetts, Rhode Is-
land, and New York, by Frederick Mackenzie, Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University
Press, Copyright © 1930, 1958 by the President and Fellows of Harvard College.

The Private Papers of John, Earl of Sandwich, First Lord of the Admiralty 1771-1782, edited by
G.R.Barnesand]. H. Owen, [London]: Navy Records Society, Copyright © 1932-38,

The present volume publishes the texts of documents drawn from fifty-seven
repositories and private collections, located across North America from Portland,
Maine, to San Marino, California, and from Halifax, Nova Scotia, to Hamilton,
Bermuda, as well as in several centers of learning in Europe. Three repositories are
newly represented in the series: City of Liverpool Library, Liverpool, England;
Archivo General Central, Alcala de Henares, Madrid, Spain; and Archivo General de
Simancas, Valladolid, Spain. We greatly appreciate the cooperation of all of these in-
stitutions and individuals.

The mission of the Naval Historical Center is to disseminate information on
naval history in order to promote an understanding of America’s naval and maritime
heritage. We are deeply grateful to Dr. Crawford and his associates for so ably pro-
ducing a volume that will be of continuing value to scholars, students, naval per-
sonnel, and other individuals interested in the crucial role played by the sea and by
those who go down to the sea in the development of the American nation.

WILLIAM S. DUDLEY
Director of Naval History
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Editorial Method

Principles of Selection

In selecting documents for this series, the editors’ goal is to include no more and no
less than those records that are necessary for a comprehensive understanding of the
war at sea of the American Revolution. This documentary collection is intended to
be comprehensive, not in the sense that it might include every document touching
on the war at sea, but rather, in the sense that it should provide comprehensive cov-
erage to naval aspects of the armed struggle, as well as present the reader a mean-
ingful overview of the entire sea effort. As an earlier volume explained, “documen-
tation bearing on the regular naval forces on both sides, state navies, privateers,
merchantshipping, logistics of the conflict, and operations on sea, lake, bay and river
fall within the context of ‘naval document’ as used in this series” (vol. 6, p. xi). The
series accounts for the activities of each of the Continental Navy’s warships and of
most of those of the state navies. It seeks to document every aspect of the ordinary
business of operating and maintaining the Continental and state navies. It chroni-
cles privateering activities, both American and British. The series accounts for the
activities of British squadrons in American waters and of selected individual British
warships. While not attempting to document the ordinary business of operating and
maintaining the Royal Navy, it deals with the British side of naval operations, logis-
tics, convoys, transports, and manning of vessels. Documentation is selected that re-
veals the aims and strategy of the British, accounts for prizes taken, and balances
American Patriot accounts of actions and operations. Diplomatic correspondence is
included that deals directly with naval matters, including the outfitting of privateers
and American naval vessels, and the sale of their prizes, in European and Caribbean
ports, and the supplying of America with munitions by European powers.

Placement of Documents

Documents in this volume are placed either in the American Theater section or the
European Theater section according to whether they originated in America or in
Europe, even though some documents created in Europe may be about events in
America, and some created in America may be about events in Europe. Within each
theater documents are in chronological order, by date of origin. Under each date
they appear more or less in geographic order, by place of origin, from north to south,
usually following coastlines.
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Notes

Notes on the texts follow each document. Unnumbered notes precede numbered
notes and describe the source documents, using the abbreviations, repository and
collection symbols, and short titles listed below. Contemporary addresses, endorse-
ments, and docketings are cited in the source notes.

In notes identifying officers of the Royal Navy, a bracketed numeral after the
name refers to the enumeration system employed by the British Admiralty to differ-
entiate officers of the same name and incorporated into The Commissioned Sea Officers
of the Royal Navy 1660-1815, 3vols. ([London]: [National Maritime Museum], [1954]).

Transcription

Transcriptions adhere as closely as possible to the originals in spelling, capitalization,
punctuation, and abbreviation, retaining dashes and underlining in the original texts.
Exceptions to this general rule are as follows. The names of ships are italicized. Com-
plimentary closes, unless unusual or otherwise significant, are shortened and ended
with [&c.], and, in the interest of saving space, are printed at the end of the last para-
graph of text. Words and passages that were crossed out by the author are transcribed
either as overstrikes or in notes only if they are deemed of significance by the editors.
The tlde, a flourish employed by writers in the eighteenth century as a form of ab-
breviation and to indicate the omission of one or more characters, is omitted. Where
the source is a newspaper or other printed work, there is generally no attempt to re-
tain typeface: for example, blocks of text in all italics have been put in roman, and
some words in all capitals have been normalized. Exceptions are printed broadsides
or advertisements where different typefaces emphasize the meaning of the text.

To the end of presenting accurate texts of the original documents, this volume
introduces the practice of rendering non-English documents in their original lan-
guage, accompanied by English translations. The spelling and accent marks of the
originals, however irregular, are preserved in the transcriptions.

Ships’ Logs

Two categories of modifications to the original text appear in the transcriptions of most
of the logbooks and officers’ journals that appear in this volume. First, a number of
columns with such information as the direction of the wind, ship’s course, distance trav-
eled, latitude, and longitude are eliminated. The noon bearing is brought into the text
of the “Remarks” column, set off as a separate paragraph. Second, the dating of the daily
entries has been made to conform with civil time, rather than sea time. Most eighteenth-
century logbooks and journals of ships at sea began the new day with the previous day’s
noon reading—the locating of a ship using navigational instruments when the sun was
at its meridian. Thus, according to the log of a ship in the midst of the ocean, noon on
24 December civil time would be the beginning of 25 December. In this volume, how-
ever, each day’s entry begins with midnight. In making this modification, the editors
start each entry with either the noon bearings or the last bearings of the previous day.
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Textual Devices

The editors silently supply letters and words that are missing from a damaged man-
uscript but are obvious from the context. They use brackets and roman type to sup-
ply those letters and words that are probable, with a question mark where they are
questionable. The editors use brackets with italic type when supplying the proper
spellings of personal and geographic names or the correct spellings of words that
are otherwise confusing. They use the bracketed, italicized phrases, [torn] and [illeg.]
(“illegible”), whenever there are indecipherable or non-conjecturable words miss-
ing from manuscripts. The virgule, /, in source notes indicates a line break in ad-
dresses, endorsements, and docketings. Extracts, translations, and enclosures are in-
dicated thus: [Extract]; [Translation]; [Enclosure]. All other editorial insertions in
the body of the texts are indicated by italic type within brackets.

Abbreviations Used to Describe Manuscripts

Copy Contemporary copy
D Document
Df Draft
DfS Draft Signed
DS Document Signed
L Letter, Recipient’s Copy
LB Letter Book
Transcript Copy not contemporary
Translation Contemporary translation
Repository Symbols
CaNSHP Public Archives of Nova Scotia, Halifax,
' Nova Scotia, Canada
CSmH Henry E. Huntington Library, San Marino, Calif.
Ct Connecticut State Library, Hartford, Conn.
CtHi Connecticut Historical Society, Hartford, Conn.
CtNLHi New London County Historical Society,
New London, Conn.
CtY Yale University, New Haven, Conn.
DLC Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
DNA United States National Archives, Washington, D.C.
FrLAL Archives Du Port de Lorient, Lorient, France
FrPMAE Archives Du Ministere Des Affaires Etrangeres,
: Paris, France
FrPNA Archives Nationales, Paris, France
M-Ar Massachusetts State Archives, Boston, Mass.
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MB
MBMS
MdAA
MdHi
MeHi
MH-H
MHi
MiU-C

MSaE
N-Ar

Nc-Ar
Nh-Ar

NhHi
NHi
NHpR
NjGbS

NjMoHP
NjP

NN
NNPM
PHarH

PHC
PHi
PPAmMP
R-Ar
RHi
RNHi
RPJCB

ScCoAH

ScHi
SpMAA

SpMAH
SpSAG

Boston Public Library, Boston, Mass.

Boston Marine Society, Boston, Mass.

Maryland State Archives, Annapolis, Md.

Maryland Historical Society, Baltimore, Md.

Maine Historical Society, Portland, Maine

Harvard University. Houghton Library, Cambridge, Mass.

Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston, Mass.
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SUMMARY

Small Massachusetts privateers continued to infest the remote harbors of Nova
Scotia and the Bay of Fundy, causing alarms and the diversion of Royal Navy ships for
the protection of the coast. Larger Massachusetts privateers cruised off the New Eng-
land coast and even extended their operations to the Bay of Biscay, Spain, and Por-
tugal. The brigantine Civil Usage (12 guns) had an unusually successful cruise, taking
14 prizes off Spain and Portugal. Another Massachusetts privateer, the Phoenix, cre-
ated a major diplomatic crisis by capturing a Portuguese snow, the vessel of a neutral.

The Massachusetts Navy brigantines Massachusetts and Tyrannicide remained ac-
tive, returning from successful cruises in early October. In November the brigantines
Tyrannicideand Hazardsailed for cruising grounds in Southern waters. Several of the
state trading vessels were sent to France with masts and lumber. The brigantine Penet
was dispatched to France with the first news of Burgoyne’s surrender at Saratoga.

In October Rhode Island, Connecticut, and Massachusetts mounted a joint ex-
pedition under Major General Joseph Spencer to retake Newport. The expedition
failed because of bad weather and poor planning. The Continental Navy frigates War-
ren and Providence continued to be blockaded in Providence River by British frigates
in Narragansett Bay.

Connecticut sent an expedition to Setauket, Long Island, in December, to cap-
ture several Royal Navy sloops and disrupt their wooding and watering parties. How-
ever, the Continental Navy sloop Schuyler ran aground and was captured by H.M.
sloop Falcon on December 10, effectively ending the expedition.

Despite Royal Navy control of Lake Champlain in early October, Burgoyne’s
communications and supply lines with the lake were severed by the Americans. After
his surrender, the British evacuated Fort Ticonderoga and withdrew up Lake Cham-
plain to St. Johns and Montreal.

When Burgoyne’s precarious situation became evidentin late September, Sir Henry
Clinton hastily planned a combined army and navy expedition up the Hudson as a di-
version. On October 6 the British troops stormed Forts Clinton and Montgomery from
the rear, compelling the Americans to burn the Continental Navy frigates Congress and
Monigomery at the chain below the forts. British forces then took Fort Independence
and the Continental Village above Peekskill, where important magazines and store-
houses were located. On October 16 they burned Kingston, the capital of New York,
and some farms and houses on both sides of the Hudson. After word of Burgoyne’s ca-
pitulation was confirmed, the expedition was halted and recalled to New York City.

Despite the success of British arms in occupying Philadelphia on September 26,
Sir William Howe'’s hold on the city was tenuous. The Delaware River provided the
onlyviable avenue of supply for Howe’s large army, yet the southern river approaches
to the city were commanded by the Americans. If the British commanderin-chief
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was unable to wrest control of the river from the Patriots to ensure his army’s supply
by sea, he would be forced to abandon his hard-won conquest. The fate of the Amer-
ican capital thus rested on the struggle for control of the river.

British land and naval forces had to contend with formidable American defenses,
including fortifications on the Pennsylvania and New Jersey shores, large numbers
of underwater obstructions, known as chevaux-de-rise, sunk in the main shipping
channel, and armed state and Continental vessels in the river. In early October en-
gineers from Howe’s army began construction of a number of artillery batteries on
the Pennsylvania shore opposite Fort Mifflin, while ships from Vice Admiral Viscount
Howe’s fleet worked to clear a passage through the lower range of chevaux-de-frise
off Billingsport, N.J. This work set the stage for the British attack on Fort Mercer on
October 22 led by Col. Carl von Donop and supported by Royal Navy warships. The
attack was a disaster for British land and sea forces with von Donop’s Hessian troops
taking heavy casualties and the fleet’s losing two ships, H.M.S. Augustaand H.M. sloop
Merlin. It was not until November 15 that the British launched their next combined
assault on the American forts—a massive sea and land bombardment of Fort Mifflin
that led to that garrison’s abandonment by day’s end. Six days later the Americans
evacuated: Fort Mercer and put most of their fleet to the torch. The British had se-
cured control of the river and of Philadelphia.

A small squadron under the command of Captain Hyde Parker, Jr., patrolled
the entrance to Chesapeake Bay to interdict American overseas trade. Virginia and
Maryland Navy vessels made Parker’s task difficult by attacking his boats and inter-
fering with British attempts to forage for food and fresh water.

Vice Admiral Viscount Howe ordered Captain Robert Fanshawe of H.M.S. Carys-
fort to assume command of the ships cruising off the Carolinas and Georgia and in-
tercept American trade. Fanshawe concentrated his squadron, composed of H.M.S.
Perseus, H.M.S. Lizard, and H.M. brig Hinchinbrook, on Charleston, S.C., the principal
port of the southernmoststates. The Royal Navy blockade so disrupted trade that the
revolutionary government of South Carolina outfitted a squadron of state navy ves-
sels to rid the coast of the British menace. Captain Nicholas Biddle of the Conti-
nental Navy frigate Randolph agreed to assume command of the expedition.

Preparations began for Captain James Willing’s expedition down the Ohio and

. Mississippi Rivers. Men, mostly from the 13th Virginia Regiment of the Continental
Line, and supplies were assembled at Fort Pitt. Oliver Pollock, the Continental com-
mercial agentin New Orleans, was instructed to work with Willing in preparing goods
from Spain to be shipped back up the Mississippi.

In the West Indies heightened tensions between Great Britain and France can be
traced through angry letters exchanged by colonial governors representing both coun-
tries. British governors accused their French counterparts of aiding American priva-
teers; the French replied with protests against Royal Navy ships that violated French ter-
ritorial waters. British naval and civil authorities were particularly incensed when the
French Navy began convoying American merchant vessels. Continental Commercial
Agent William Bingham continued his operations at Martinique, where American pri-
vateers sold their prizes and refitted for new cruises. In late December Vice Admiral
James Young of the Leeward Islands Station dispatched H.M.S. Yarmouth to patrol for
American privateers off Barbados. With the arrival of French naval and land reinforce-
ments at the end of the year, war between the two great powers appeared imminent.




SUMMARY 5

The administrative organizations of the Continental Navy addressed a number
of difficult challenges. A dispute over carpenters’ wages slowed work on the Conti-
nental Navy frigate Confederacy building at Norwich, Connecticut. The Continental
Navy Board of the Eastern Department eventually removed Captain Hector McNeill
from command of the frigate Boston because conflicts between himself and his offi-
cers prevented the warship from getting to sea. Tensions grew between George Wash-
ington, the Continental Navy Board of the Middle Department, and Captain John
Barry over what to do with the frigates Washington and Effingham, endangered by
British success on the Delaware River. A shortage of officers and men threatened to
keep Captain James Nicholson and the frigate Virginia in port at Baltimore.
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October 1
JOURNAL OF H.M.S. AMBUSCADE, CAPTAIN JOHN MACARTNEY

Sept 1777 Mount Desart N9°=0'W 37 Leagues
Tuesday 30 at 6 (AM) Saw a sail to y> SW made sail and gave Chace at
noon still in Chace and worked the Ventelator as before—
Mount Desart N 4 E 43 Leag> S end of George’s Bank
SSW 10 Leagues
First part light airs and Clear middle fresh breezes and hazey
latter part mod* and cloudy
at 4 (PM) the Chace WSW 6 or 8 Miles dis® % p* 10 saw y* chace
bearing SW  turned all hands to Quarters & cleared ship for Action
Oct® % pt 12 [AM] brot y= Chace too sent an Officer on board
Wednesdy 1t found her to be the Ship Sir W Askin' Montgomery Master
from Greenock loaded w™ dry goods taken by y* sturdy Beggar
american Rebel Privateer? at5h (AM) took her in tow and made
sail at 11 spoke HMS Flora hove too out Cutter y= Cap™
went on board her at noon y* Capt™ returned in Cutter and
made sail Prize in Company—
Mount Desart N* 37 Leagues
First part mod® and-hazey middle light airs & cloudy latter
part light breezes & hazey
at % pt 1 (PM) spoke HMS. Milford with a Convoy at 6 the Prize
in Tow Millford and Convoy in sight at 11 wore ship

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/36.

1. Ship Sir William Erskine, John Montgomery, master, owners unknown, from Glasgow to New York,
with bale goods, a recapture, taken off Mount Desert I, sent into Halifax. Howe’s Prize List, 30 Oct. 1778,
UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, 489.

2. Either Massachusetts privateer schooner Sturdy Beggar, Edward Rolland, commander, or Massa-
chusetts privateer brigantine Sturdy Beggar, Heman Doane, commander.

ELIAH FREEMAN PAYNE TO THE MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL COURT

State of To the Hon" The Council, & Hon* House of Representatives
Massachusets Bay.  of'said State, in Gen" Court Assembled at Boston Oct® 1777—
The Petition of Elijah Freeman Payne Humbly Shews—that Your Petitioner was
Commander of A Privateer Schooner called the Eagle, and on a late Cruise Captured
Several Vessels, on board of which were a Number of hands, Some of which were
brought into Port—the rest, (I being Obliged, for the safte of the Privateer to put
them on board one of the Prizes then captured) Rose against the hands on board
Said Ship—& carried her to Scotland—' all of whose names were on the Portledg
Bills—as Your Hon™ will see by the coppies produc’d—And that after the Condem-
nations of the Prises brought in—their Portledg Bills being produc’d to the Hon' Su-
perior Court for an Allowance of the Mens Wages, Agreeable to the Law of the State—
It was Objected, on the Part of the Owners & Captors (for whom Your Petitioner now
Appears) That as some of the hands, being Mariners on board said Prises—did not
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Arrive into Port for the Reasons above; But were now with the Enemy of the United
States of America—No Wages ought to be Allow’d them—& that no one was impow-
ered to Receve it for them—But the Court by Adverting to the Law Were of Opinion
that they were bound by the letter of the Statutes to Allow Wages to all the Seamen
taken on board the Prizes—And therefore Order’d the Wages due, According to the
Portledg Bills—to the Mariners that were not arrived; but with the Enemy— Amount
ing to the Sum of £330 6° 8¢ LM—as well as to Such as were Arrived—To Remain in
the hands of the Sheriff, or Agent—And as there was not the least Probability of the
Absent Mariners ever applying for their wages, Their Hon™ Recommended to Your
Petitioner to Apply to this Hon' Court for Relief in the Premises—

Your Petitioner Humbly Apprehends that the Legislature in Framing the af-
foresaid Law, meant only to Allow wages to such Seamen as Shou’d be brought into
Port—He Therefore Prays Your Hon™ to take this Matter into Your Consideration,
& either by a Gen" Explanatory Act, give the foregoing Construction to the s* Clause
of the affores® Law touching the Mariners Wages, taken on board Prizes, or Make a
perticular Order, that the affore said Sum be Paid to your Petitioner—for the Use of
the Owners, & Captors affores® which must otherwise remain Useless in the hands
of the Agent, or work to his Use—And in Duty Bound Your Petitioner Prays &c

Elijah F. Payne -

DS, M-Ar, Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 183 (Petitions to the General Court), 189.
1. Ship Speirs. See NDAR 7: 688-89, 775.

D1visiON OF PRIZE MONEY FOR MASSACHUSETTS PRIVATEER SLOOP SATISFACTION

[ Boston October 1777]1
Sloop Satisfa&tion 24 Cruize
Shares
John Wheelwright Captain 8
James Brown 1 Lieut 5
Wm Collins Meservee 24 ditto 4
Jacob Pope Master 4
Joseph Martin Doctor 4
Eben’ Nicholson Prise Mr 4
Robert Oram Mast™ Mate 2
Abraham Howard Masters Mate 2
Robert Neill Gunner 2%
John Floater Boatswain 2
Thomas Tripe Carpenter 2
George Pilsbury Steward 2
James Emmery Boatsws Mate 1%
Joseph March [ditto] 1%
Robert Chandler Gunnr- Mate 1%
Will™ Low M-~ at Arms 1
Abijah Hill Armourer 14
William Milligan Qur Master 14

Joseph Adams ditto 14
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Sloop Satisfaction 29 Cruize— Continued

Shares

John Mackay Drumm’ 1%
Peter Hanson Cook 1%
John Nellson Fifer 1%
John Soward Cooks Mate 1
James Dennis 14
Joshua Hanson ’ 1
Thomas Bragg 1%
John Furber 1%
Jeremiah Cooper 1

~ John Schyler 1
William Anderson 1
Primus Nellson 1
William Cooper 1
George How 1
Thomas Tabor Y
William Weltch 1
Charles Satisfaction 1
Stephen Lang 1
Giles Bartlet %
John Ellis 1
William Davis 1

Shares 73%
John Green :
Bartho* Mercy
John Tuttle
John Cooke
Thomas Langley
Edward Lowd
Elisha Gullerson
Henry Furnell
Joseph Spencer
Jacob Hale
Gideon Jenkins
‘Nathaniel Fish
Zina Bryant
Luther Chittenden
Noah Litchfield
Barnabas Simmons
Joshua Merritt
Samuel Simmons
Samuel Litchfield
Sam. Bryant Jun’
Benj* Woodworth
Joshua Sprigs
Luther Damon

e e b e e e e b e el e e

—
R

—
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Sloop Satisfaction 2¢ Cruize— Continued

] Shares

George Akerman %

Tho* Brimbleton %

Gardner Carr 1%

25%

Brought up 73%

. Total number | 99
Stopt from D Martin 1% ’

—from Eb: Nicholson 1 24

: 95

NB. Stopt 2/ Shares from Martin & Nicholson out of the above which was afterwards
Credited the Rest of the Crew as on other Side—

2% shares @ £504 ... ..... £1260

1 share of whichis...... £12.14/—

D, NjP, Andre de Coppet Collection, Papers of John Cushing and Samuel White, of Boston (1775-1787),
Papers relating to the privateer sloop Satisfaction. On the reverse is a list of the number of shares and
amounts paid to each crew member, for a total of 95 shares amounting to £1206..10 .. —.

1. Dateis based on the cover of Wheelwright's account book, entitled “Sloop Satisfactions Second Cruise.
saild—June 1777. Return’d Octo® 1777.” A majority of the receipts for prize money are dated 14 Oct.

CAPTAIN HECTOR MCNEILL TO JOHN BRADFORD

Capt: Bradford
Sir :
I have frequently apply’d at your Office for two peices broad white Bunting, and
a peice of narrow also, this is to renew that demand as at present the Ship has no
Colours to hoist, it will be necessary for you to provide pitch, Tarr & Turpentine
with Sulphur &c & two Barrells of Tallow for the Ships use, we have not Tarr enough
to Tarr the Yards which is much wanting. Yours

Hector M¢Neill
Ship Boston Octor 1% 1777—
LB, MHi, Hector McNeill Letter Book.
JoHN ROWE TO ROBERT MORRIS
Robert Morris Esq”
Dr Sir C - Boston September 29 1777

Your favour of the 4% Came to hand Yesterday I am glad you approve of my
Not prosecuting Mr Braxtons schooner I Could wish to Gett some shipping from
hence but theres No schooners in this port fitt for your purpose I will Try Salem
and Marblehead and if I find any will do I shall Acquaint you in Course—

Many prizes have been sent in here of Late Valuable and Cap* Cunningham has
sentin asnowwhich he presumes he Thinks Condemnable. she proves to be a portagues
Snow bound from the Brazills to Fyall [Fayal]! 1 Cannot find out his pretence for
sending herin from the prize master MrWardell?  his papers are all portagues. I Never
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was so much at a Loss how to Act I think it will be a perplexing affair. some of my
friends think I will be best to apply and Lay the matter before The Court for their Con-
sideration and Even to beg their Care of her untill the Determination of the Judge of
Admaralty reaches the Congress. Opinion may be of service on this affair. you will Judge

" how far the portagues are Liable by being Allies to Great Britain. we dont hear of she
seazing of any American property Eather in their ports or at sea—

Cap' Cunningham Took a Newfoundland Brig” after the Taking this snow and
the prize master says he Gave her to the portagues Captain and some of the Crew to
Carry them To Fyall. The prize master says it was a Bargain Between them. I Con-
strue itin a Different Light upon the whole I wish he had notsentherin Iam af-
fraid of the Consequence I have Given you as much of the Circumstances as I at

~ presentam able thar is six portagues sailors and one Woman passenger onboard
her. she if Condemned will be Valuable having onboard her sugar, Tand Leather &c
No Invoice of her Cargo appears

Added Octo 1**  The Prize Master has deliverd Me his orders Reced from Capt
Cunningham coppy of which I Inclose you In the beginning he Says he has Spe-
cial Orders to capture Portuguese Vessells as well as British property how this is I
CanntSay he had his orders from M* Braxton. The papers are all in the Portuguese
Language atPresentICanntfind any Person that can translate them into English—

If I Get any further Light about this Vessell, You shall certainly be acquainted ei-
ther by Express or otherways In the Mean time I Shall Lay A Petition before the
Government of this State and Beg the Vessell & Cargo may Remain under Proper
Care untill I Get An Answer to this [ beg You Advise by the Bearer as I Send on Pur-
pose Express—

I have not time to get All the Papers Coppied as they now are and if no Person
is to be found in Boston very Soon I Shall either go my self or Send to M" Lopez who
Lives Sixty miles from hence to get them translated—

IInclose A Letter for M* Braxton which please to forward to him  Iam Sir [&c.]

' John Rowe
[Enclosure]
AtSeaon Board the Armed Schooner Phanix,Latt38 . . 54North  Long.41..00.. West
August 28* 1777
To M* John Wardwell
Sir

As I have special Orders to Capture Portugueze Vessells as well as Brittish Prop-
erty: and having taken into Possession the Snow § Joseph alias Atonio,® Jungro Seco
Master bound from Brazill to Portugal, my Orders are that you take imediate Charge
of her and proceed with the utmost Expedition to Ocrocock, North Carolinia, and
not to speak wh any Vessell if it be Possible to avoid it—when there arriv’d, to send
Immediate advice thereof to Carter Braxton Esq at Williamsburgh, Virginia, and fol-
low his farther Directions with Respect to the disposal of the Prize—wishing your safe
arrival at the desired Port I am [&c.)

Joseph Cunningham
P.S. If it so happen that you can not get to the abovementioned Port, Your are to En-
deavour to go to Boston or any other Convenient American Port, to the Northward
and on your arrival give Notice to John Rowe Esq~ & Joseph Webb Esq* of Boston
and desire them to send the same to Carter Braxton Esq” as soon as Possible—
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L, DNA, PCC, item 44, pp. 23-26, 57-58 (M247, roll 58). Docketed: “Boston 29 Sept* & 1* Oct* 1777/John
Rowe Esq/Respecting Portugueze/Snow taken by/Cap* Cunningham of/the Phenix/N 1.” The enclo-
sure is docketed: “Joseph Cunningham’s/letter to Jos. Wardell/prize master Aug 28. 1778.”

1. Nostra Senhora de Carmo ¢ Santo Antonio, Joad Garcia Duarti, master.

2. John Wardwell or Wardell.

3. Nostra Senhora de Carmo ¢ Santo Antonio.

AcTS AND RESOLVES OF THE MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL COURT

] [ Boston] Wednesday Oct= 1+ 1777.
‘In the House of Representatives. Upon the Petition of Samuel Elliot Jun® Agent
for the State of Connecticut. Praying, that the Prisoners taken on board the Ship Wey-
mouth and the Brigg Honor, by the Ship Oliver Cromwell belonging to the said State,'
who are now confined in the Guardship in this Harbour, may be delivered him agree-
ably to the Vote of the Honb'* Council of the State aforesaid, that they may be sent
under proper guard to Connecticut. ‘

Resolved, That Robert Pierpoint Esq- Commissary of Prisoners, be and he hereby
is Directed to deliver the Prisoners broughtin, on board the Ship Weymouthand Brigg
Homor to Samuel Elliot Jun® Agent for the State of Connecticut; he paying the cus-
tomary allowance for their Subsistence while under the care of the said Commissary.

In Council Read and Concurred.
Consented to by Fifteen of the Council

LB, M-Ar, Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 38 (Massachusetts General Court Records), 80.
1. Connecticut Navy ship Oliver Cromuwell.

GOVERNOR JONATHAN TRUMBULL TO THOMAS SHAW

Sir— Lebanon 1% Oct> 1777

I'rec* your’s 8 Cap' Stillman ! this afternoon—In Answer— Approve your Con-
duct in not sending The Flagg ’till our Troops are marched—I expecting hourly the
Cap* of a Fifty Gun Ship, and 7 or 8 passengers, taken by Cap* Harding—with the
Capt Flinn ? & Crew of the Pacquet from Jaimaica—The Whole Number will be up-
wards of Thirty—which shall send on to New Haven to be Carried from thence to
New York—The Cap* of The 50 Gun Ship—Cap' Judd *— will be to exchange for
Cap'Manly? One of the passengers a Planter on Jaimaica for One Mr Langdon® of
Portsmouth a Prisoner there—The rest for Prisoners belonging to this state—Shall
be glad to have you Provide a Vessel at New Haven for the purpose as soon as you
have Notice from me of their arrival here—Shall send you further directions soon
as they come, most likely this week when Orders are sent Col®> Ely*—Those at New
London may be sent to New Haven after you hear from me. I am [&c.]

Jon®: Trumbull

L, Ct, Jonathan Trumbull Papers, vol. 7, 72b. Addressed at foot: “Mr Tho® Shaw—.” Docketed: “30 Sept*
1777—/Mr Tho* Shaw/de Cap* Stillman/with Prisoners/for Flagg/1s- Oct> The Answer.”

. ‘Probably Capt. Allen Stillman.

. Capt. Paul Flyn, commander of the packet Weymouth.

. Capt. William judd, formerly commanding H.M.S. Antelope.

. Capt. John Manley, Continental Navy.

. Woodbury Langdon, brother of John Langdon.

. Col. John Ely, Connecticut Militia.

O UL 00 RO =



12 AMERICAN THEATER

COMMODORE WILLIAM HOTHAM TO VICE ADMIRAL VISCOUNT HOWE

(Copy)
My Lord " [ New York] 1s- Octbr 1777

I had the Honour to acquaint You in a Letter by the Thames, who sailed from
Staten Isl® the 29% with the Victuallers for the Delaware, that Sir H. Clinton had the
day before received a Letter from Gen® Burgoyne the Cypher part of which He trans-
mitted to Sir W™ Howe by the Thames also. It contained no more than to say, that if
any Move, or Appearance of One could be made from hence which might draw off
part of the Force opposed to him, It would be of use. This is all his Letter says, and
mine informed you that Sir H. Clinton in consequence meant to attempt Fort Mont-
gomery if possible—

He has since thought it adviseable to forward the Messenger on to your Lord®
and Sir Will™, as Gen" Burgoyne appears to have held some confidential Discourse
with him relative to his Situation, which He did not perhaps care to commit to Paper.

The Substance of that Conversation (as the Messenger has imparted it to Sir H.
and myself seperately) you will see by the Lt Gen®™ Lett* to Sir W. Howe herewith sent
open for your LordP* perusal. We both thought it right You should know the Story
he has told us, that in case he should vary in his Relation of it to Your Lordship You
may judge the better how far to trust him.

If what he says be true Gen' B. certainly confides much in his Integrity, yet none
of the Letters mention his growing short of Provisions—I have the Hon* to be &c

W: H:
Dear Sir )

The above is a Copy of what I have written to Lord Howe on the Receit of Y*
Lett™ which I hope will meet Your Approbation. The Transports went down to Staten
Island the last Ebb, and the Zebra will do so the next—Most faithfully and ever Yours

W: Hotham
Preston Wednes: night.

Copy, MiU-C, Henry Clinton Papers. Addressed at the foot of the first page: “Viscount Howe.” Docketed: -
“Copy/Commodore Hotham’s/Letter to Lord Howe/1* Oct*—.” The note is to Sir Henry Clinton.

JournaL oF H.M.S. SoLEBAY, CAPTAIN THOMAS SYMONDS

October 1777 Do [At Single Anchor in Delaware River]
Wedy 1% Am Weighd & took in our Bt B~ again, Emp® landing the Troops,
on the Jersey side!
At Single Anchor 2 miles below Chester—Light Airs & f*
Emp? land® Troops on the Jerseys, at 4 in dropping down to join
the Squadron, got aground, started several Tons of Water, & car-
ried out the stream Anchor, & Cable & Hawsers, at 10 hove off &
let go Bt B in 4 f™
D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/909.
1. These troops, composed of men from the 10th and 42d Regiments, embarked at Chester, Pa., on

board Solebay, Roebuck, Pearl, Liverpool, and Camilla on 30 Sept. They were ferried ashore the following day
at Paul’s Point at the mouth of Raccoon Creek. NDAR 9: 983.
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MASTER’S JOURNAL OF H.M.S. ROEBUCK, CAPTAIN ANDREW S. HAMOND

October 1777 At Anchor off Chester
Wednesday 1% AM at 9 made the Signal for the Troops to embark in boats and
afterwords the boats were employd landing Troops in the Jerseys
De-
LightAirs at6Calm at8Lightairsand Hazey ) pastweigh’d
and dropt up, at 10 Anchord at Chester in 5 Fathom % mile of
the Town at 11 Swept the small Bow[er] Anchor and got it up

D, UKLPR, Adm. 52/1964.

" VIRGINIA NAvY BOARD TO CAPTAIN GEORGE ELLIOTT AND CAPTAIN WILLIAM SAUNDERS

To Captain George Elliott and Cap* Saunders.—!
As sundry Families are preparing to remove from their exposed situations on
the Eastern shore; you are hereby required to convoy all such to the mouth of York
River or other place on the western shore that may be done with safety.—signed,
Navy Board }

Octor 1st 1777 Thom Whiting first com®

LB, Vi, Navy Board Letter Book.
1. Virginia Navy galleys Safeguard and Manley.

VICE ADMIRAL VISCOUNT HOWE TO CAPTAIN WILLIAM CORNWALLIS, R.N.

Sir. Eagle [ Off Cape Charles, Va.] October 1%+ 1777—

Though the safe Conduct of these Transports to the Delawar is of great conse-
quence I think my early Presence there so necessary that I have determined upon
making all the Dispatch possible for the River in the Eagle, with the Vigilant meaning
to leave the Convoy in your Care—!

. You will therefore Please to proceed with the transports, the Masters of which
have directions to follow your Orders—& join me in the Delawar—

Captain Hammond was some time since directed to have Pilot Vessels laid on
the Shoals of the Brown & Brandywine to guide the fleet up within those Shoals upon
its Arrival at the Entrance of the Delawar, For a safe Anchorage untill the Weather
& other Circumstances admit of moving the transports to Bomba hook the first Gen-
eral rendezvous—Your Conduct must be regulated on the same plan & I am to re-
quest your Particular Care of the Convoy as a matter of great moment to the publick
Service Tam [&c.)

Howe

LB, NHi, William Cornwallis Papers, Letter Book, 55. Addressed at foot of page: “Honble Capt* Cornwallis.”

. 1. Howe left the Chesapeake Bay for the Delaware River with two divisions of transports on 23 Sept.
Cornwallis was in charge of the smaller of these two divisions and Capt. Walter Griffith of H.M.S. Nonsuch
the larger.
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EDWARD INGRAHAM TO GOVERNOR RICHARD CASWELL

Sir, Wilmington 1¢ October. 1777

By order of Capt Forster! I have for some time past kept a Rendezvous in order
to enlist men for the Washington.? She is now full manned, and are anxious to know
how said Rendezvous is to be paid off. I have applied to the agent, who tells me he
is also at a loss. I would therefore entreat your directions, as I am now under sailing
orders, & at a loss how to proceed, and should be glad to have a list of the Officers
pay. I am [&c.]

Edwd Ingraham

LB, Nc-Ar, Governors Letter Books, 1775-1779. Addressed: “His Excellency Gov. Caswell.”
1. John Forster.
2. North Carolina Navy brigantine General Washington.

October 2
BRIGADIER GENERAL HENRY WATSON POWELL TO GOVERNOR SIR GUY CARLETON

Copy of a letter from Brigadier Gen' Powel dated Mount Independence October the
24-1777.
Sir

I have this Instant received an Express from Lieutenant General Burgoyne, desir-
ing me to keep all the Force I have & I make no doubt of being strong enough to main-
tain every thing till winter, without troubling Your Excellency for a Reinforcement. The
Lieu* Gen* desires I will apply to Canada for anything the Garrison may have Occasion,
as I have already made the requisition agreeable to the Engineers return, I have not the
least doubt of seeing those things here soon, but he is very particular in regard to Pro-
visions, & desires I will forward some to Diamond Island. Major General Phillips' has
desired I will collect all the Batteaux together I can here, to be ready, if they should be
wanted on Lake George, which will prevent me from sending any more to S* Johns.

The Situation of the Army is the same, as when the other express left it, of which
Brig® M<Lean 2 would inform You. I have the honour to be [&c.]

(Signed) H Watson Powell. B:G

Copy, UKLPR, C.O. 42/37, 221. Addressed at foot: “His Excellency/Sir Guy Carleton.” Enclosure no. 3 in
Sir Guy Carleton’s letter No. 43 to Lord George Germain, 24 Oct. 1777, ibid., 215.

1. Maj. Gen. William Phillips.

2. Brig. Gen. Allan Maclean.

THE BoSTON-GAZETTE, AND COUNTRY JOURNAL, MONDAY, OCTOBER 6, 1777

Boston, Oct. 2.

~ The Cargo of the Prize Ship from Liverpool,' of 300 Tons Burthen, mounting
12 double fortified six-pounders, four Swivels, nine Blunderbuss’s, and twelve Small
Arms, navigated with 30 Men, and lately commanded by Richard Tate, taken by the
Satisfaction, Capt. Wheelwright,? after 2 Hours and Half Engagemen[ ], and which is
arrived at a safe Port, is as follows, viz. 275 Hogsheads of Sugar, 17 Puncheons Rum,
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243 Bales of Cotton, 2 Boxes of Indigo, 30 Tons Fustick, 7 Pipes Madeira Wine, 100
Turtle Shgll, 10 Tons of Cam Wood, and 100 Elephants Teeth.

1. Ship Hero, sent into Bedford in Dartmouth.

2. Massachusetts privateer sloop Satisfaction, John Wheelwright, commander, mounting 14 guns with
a crew of 50. She was commissioned on 10 May 1777 and was owned by John Cushing and Samuel White
of Boston. M-Ar, Revolutionary Rolls, vol. 7, 133.

LIBELS FILED IN THE MASSACHUSETTS MARITIME COURT OF THE MIDDLE DISTRICT

State of Massachusetts-Bay,

Middle-District.

Notice is hereby given, That Libels are filed before me, against the following Ves-
sels, their Cargoes and Appurtenances, viz. In Behalf of John Cluston, Commander
of the armed Brigantine Freedom, in the Service of this State, and all concerned therein,
against the Brigantine Peter and John,' of about 140 Tons burthen, Charles McCall late
Master:—In Behalf of John Fisk, Commander of the armed Brigantine Massachuseits,
in the Service of this State, and all concerned therein, against the Ship fohnson? of
about 300 Tons burthen, Richard Jones late Master:—In Behalf of Gardner and
Greely,® Commanders of the private armed Schooners Activeand Speedwell, and all con-
.cerned in said Schooners, against the above Ship and Cargo:—In Behalf of John
Conolly, Commander of the private armed Sloop Trenton, and all concerned therein,
against the Brigantine Mary, of about 60 Tons burthen, Maurice Killikelly late Mas-
ter; and against the Brigantine Elizabeth, of about 80 Tons burthen, Thomas Cawley
late Master:—In Behalf of Thomas Clough, Commander of the private armed
Schooner Washington, and all concerned therein, against divers Wares and Merchan-
dize, taken on the High Seas, out of a certain Schooner, called the Betsey, commanded
by Tryon Listers:—In Behalf of Andrew Giddings, Commander of the private armed
Brigantine Civil Usage, and all concerned therein, against the Brigantine Rebecca and
Mary, of about 100 Tons burthen, Joseph Holt late Master:—In Behalf of John Leach,
Commander of the private armed Schooner Dolphin, and all concerned therein,
against the Brigantine Diana, of about 100 Tons burthen, William Bound late Mas-
ter:—In Behalf of James Babson, Commander of the private armed Brigantine Gen-
eral Merser,* and all concerned therein, against the Schooner William? of about 40
Tons burthen, James Webber late Master:—In Behalf of John Fletcher, Commander
- of the private armed Schooner Success, and all concerned therein, against the Brig-
antine Isabel, of about 120 Tons burthen, William Arrison late Master:—In Behalf of
Benjamin Dean, Commander of the private armed Sloop Revenge, and all concerned
therein, against the Brigantine Charlotte, of about 100 Tons burthen, Job Bradford late
Master:—In Behalf of Nicholas Ogilvy, Commander of the private armed Schooner
Warren, and all concerned therein, against the Brigantine Argo,® of about 200 Tons
burthen, Thomas Smith late Master:—In Behalf of John Lee, Commander of the pri-
vate armed Brigantine Fancy, and all concerned therein, against the Brigantine Dil-
lon,” of about 180 Tons burthen, Le fabre, late Master:—In Behalf of Jonathan
Grimes, Commander of the armed Ship Tartar, and all concerned therein, against the
Brigantine Nautilus,® of about 180 Tons burthen, George Corney, late Master. All which
Vessels and Cargoes so libelled, are said to have been taken and brought into the Mid-
dle-District aforesaid. And for the Trial of the Justice of these Captures, the Maritime

} To all whom it may concern.
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Court for the said District will be held at Salem, on Tuesday the 7th Day of October,
1777, at the Hour of Ten in the Forenoon, when and where the Owners of said Cap-
tures, and any Persons concerned, may appear and shew Cause (if any they have) why
the same, or any of them, should not be condemned. '

‘ N. Cushing, Judge of said Court.

Independent Chronicle (Boston), 2 Oct. 1777. These libels were first advertised on 18 Sept.
. See NDAR9: 433.

. See NDAR9: 862, 867.

. Captains Andrew Gardner and Jonathan Greely.

. Massachusetts privateer brig General Mercer.

. See NDAR9: 575, 576n, 592, 593n.

See NDAR9: 483.

. See NDAR9: 554, 560, 897.

. See NDAR9: 550, 564, 565mn.

LIEUTENANT GENERAL SIR HENRY CLINTON TO COMMODORE WILLIAM HOTHAM

[ New York] 2¢- Oct*—2 o’Clock afternoon 1777
Dear Sir :

We are all ready for the first move, but owing to the Blunders of the Hon"* board
nothing is fitted properly, & I cannot have that Necessary Arm, the Portable 3
pounders, till Sunday I am told; I will at all events begin our first Move on friday Night,
May I therefore request that all the Boats may be at Spiten Devil Creek in time to pro-
ceed as far as Tarry town with friday Night's flood; perhaps You may approve of their
being at Spiten Devil this Evening with the last of the flood. faithfully Yours.—

H.C.

P.S. Irequest that the 7% 26" &. 524 may Embark tomorrow Morning. that they may
have publick Orders to fall down to Staten Island, but stopt by a Countermand, with-
out You think it will not detain us much. If You approve the small Gun boat may come
to Spiten Devil with Two portable Guns as soon as Convenient, she will then be ready
to proceed with the first Embarkation, which will be friday Night. the Second will
take place on the Night following, if the Wind is fair & you approve, but if You will
Meet me at dinner tomorrow at Shireff’s! we will settle our plan of Operations, I
mean of the Second Move for the first is merely preparatory for the Second—

Copy, MiU-C, Henry Clinton Papers. Addressed: “Commodore Hotham.” Docketed: “Copies of Letters
to/Commodore. Hotham/&/General Pattinson/2¢4 October.” Pattinson was Maj. Gen. James Pattison,
Royal Artillery.

1. Lt. Col. William Sheriff, Deputy Quartermaster General at New York.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL SAMUEL SMITH TO GEORGE WASHINGTON

Sir Fort Mifflin 2°¢ October 1777—
Col° Nichola with the advice of the Officers in Garrison withdrew his Invalids
before the Arrival of your Excellency’s Letter! so that the Command remains with
me. The Enemy yesterday landed a number of men (below Billingsport and encampt
last night within nine miles) some say 400 others 600. my Opinion is the first as we
had intelligence of that Number having march’d from Willmington for that purpose.
There is now about 250 Militia in that Garrison, It was the Opinion of the Officers
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Yesterday not to give up that post till the last extremity, to remove the heavy Am-
munition and if oblig’d to leave the fort (which from the disposition I believe will be
the case) to spike up the Cannon and retreat by Water which is safe & easy. Our Rea-
son for not dismantling Billingsport was the great discontent in the State fleet who
already are much scar’d & from whom the greatest desertions of Captains, Lieu® &
men has been. So general a discontent and panic runs through that part of the fleet
that neither Officer nor men can be confided in. they conceive the River is lost if the
enemy gets possession of Billingsport nothing can convince them of the contrary,
& I am persuaded as soon as that fort is taken that almost all the fleet will desert, in-
deed from their disposition I am induc’d to believe they will openly avow themselves
and desert Officers with their Crew (which has been the case with two) perhaps with
their Gallies. The Officers and Mens Wives have been permited to remain in the City?
who have sent down to the fleet, to whom they have given prodigious Accounts of
the enemies force & sweet pretty promises aded to them, have I am of Opinion caus’d
this very general desertion disaffection and panic, We permit none to land on this
Island, from this description your Excellency will find there is little dependence to
be put in the fleet, and with 400 Men the enemy will take the River without endan-
gering One of their Ships, for after they have weighed the Obstructions at Billingsport
which will be soon done, they will then fortify Red Bank and drive all Shiping from
between us and it. their Guns will rake & of course brake our pickets & lay us Open
to being attack’d on every side, unless the fleet (which I scarce expect) will assist us.
We have now in Garrison 3 Weeks Provision and this day expect to get more, I be-
lieve the fleet is not so well supplied. I have secur’d the Battery from the Rake of
their Shot from Red Bank, and am in hopes to save this Garrison (if our Ammuni-
tion arrives and I only can get so much assistance from the fleet as will hinder the
frigate® from comeing down on our backs) for two weeks. Your Excellency may de-
pend on every thing being done that is in my power or the power of this Garrison.
Perhaps it will be in your Excellencys power to spare 3 or 400 Continental Troops
who with the Assistance of the Militia might hinder the enemy from takeing Red
Bank. from which they will be able to damage the fleet & Annoy us much. This Gar-
rison is in high Spirits | have the Honor to be [&c.]
Sam Smith

L,DLC, Geofge Washington Papers, Series 4. Addressed: “His Excell* Gen. Washington.” Endorsed: “Com-
missary to have provisions in such readiness as either to follow or fall back occasionally—.” Docketed:
“Fort Mifflin 2¢/Qcto> 1777/from/Col®> Smith.”

1. See Washington to Col. Lewis Nicola, 29 Sept. 1777, in Washington, Writings 9: 283-84.

2. Philadelphia.

3. H.M.S. Delaware, formerly the Continental Navy frigate Delaware.

JournaL oF HM.S. Camirra, CAPTAIN CHARLES PHIPPS

Octor 1777 Chester Town NEBN 1 Mile—

Thursday 24 at 10 AM our signal on B* the Roebuck to weigh d* Weighed,
and Came to Sail up the River in Company the Roebuck &c?,. An-
chord with the Bt Br, Opiset Chester town in 5 fathom Water
veered % of a Cable,—

ditto—
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Light Breezes Intermixed with thick Hazy Wr, /% Past 11 AM Our
troops took Possession of Billings Port fort, the Rebel Ships and
Gallies fired Several Shot at the fort, our troops Soon Beat them
off they all Got under way and Stood up the River

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/157.

JournaL oF H.M. SLOOP SENEGAL, COMMANDER ANTHONY J. P. MOLLOY

October 1777 Ditto [Point Comfort NEbN 2 or 3 Leagues]
Thursday 2 At 9 weighed & sighted the Anchor & came to as before—
Ditto

Light Airs & clear, Middle & latter foggy. At 2 PM. the Roebuck’s
tender weighed & chaced a schooner coming out of Elizabeth
river. At 6 she returned with her prize.!' Emp? setting up the Top
m® top G. M* rigging, washed with Vinegar below, & cleaned the
platform. Rec® 6% Casks of Flour our share of the prize.

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/885.
1. Roebuck’s tender burned the prize schooner the next day at 2 P.M. Ibid.

JOURNAL OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA NAVY BOARD

Navy Board 2¢ Octob* 1777—
The Commissioners of the Navy, having been this day Inform’d that Capt™ Sey-
mour of the States Brigg Notre Damedid not proceed to Sea untill the 29 Ult° Notwith-
standing their positive Orders to him of the 14", . Aug' & of the 8".. Ult> Do now
Resolve that Capt™ Seymour merits a very severe reprimand for not obeying the above
mentioned Orders, or for not writing to the Commissioners his reasons for not Com-
plying therewith, unless he can shew on his return, good Cause for his Conduct—

Salley, ed., South Carolina Commissioners, 99-100.

THE SOUTH-CAROLINA AND AMERICAN GENERAL GAZETTE, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1777

Navy-Board, October 2d 1777.
Wanted for the Use of the Navy of this State, a Quantity of good BEEF and PORK
well salted and in good tight Barrels. Any Person willing to contract, are desired to
give their Proposals in Writing, to EDWARD BLAKE, First Commissioner.

N.B. The Commissioners of the Navy will furnish Salt, if agreeable to the Contractor.!

1. This advertisement was reprinted in 7%e South-Carolina and American General Gazette on 11 Dec. .
1777. It was entered into the minutes of the South Carolina Navy Board on 2 Oct. 1777; see Salley, ed.,
South Carolina Commissioners, 100.
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE SOUTH-CAROLINA AND AMERICAN GENERAL GAZETTE,
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2, 1777

Capt. Allen will be much obliged to Mr. Robert Johnson, if he will take the Trou-
ble of coming to Charlestown to certify a Receipt of his for 41£ 7s. 6d. Currency for
taking up James Maclean a Deserter from the Comet. As Capt. Allen will probably be -
absent from the State when Mr. Johnson comes to Town, he will be pleased to apply
to Mr. Daniel Boardeaux, with whom the Receipt is lodged and who will thankfully
reimburse Mr. Johnson for his Expenses on the Road, besides an Acknowledgment
for his Trouble. The said Maclean denies his ever having deserted from the Comet,
which occasions Capt. Allen giving Mr. Johnson this Trouble.

THE SOUTH-CAROLINA AND AMERICAN GENERAL GAZETTE, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2, 1777

.Charlestown, October 2. _

Yesterday a Sloop arrived here from Cadiz, with a Cargo of Wine, Salt, Dry Goods,
&c. She left Cadiz the 14th of August. Mr. Claudius Guilliaud, of this Town, is re-
turned in her: He informs us, that the English Consul, Mr. Hardy, had endeavoured
to embarrass him in the Sale of the Cargo, but was prevented in Consequence of Or-
ders from Count O’Reilly, Captain-General of Andalusia, allowing the whole con-
sisting of Tobacco, Indigo, &c. to be disposed of free of Impost or Duty.!

1. For the sloop Mary, see NDAR9: 483, 566, 567n, 602.

October 3
INSTRUCTIONS TO CAPTAIN SAMUEL GRAVES, R.N.

(Copy)
Instructions to Captain Samuel Graves appointed to command All His Majesty’s Ves-
sels upon lakes Champlain and George. :
Having thought it necessary for His Majestys service to appoint you to command
and superintend the armed Vessels upon Lake Champlain and Lake George, you
will, without loss of time, proceed to Tyconderoga, in order, to assist Brigadier Powel,!
or the officer commanding at that post, in reistablishing such a naval force upon
Lake George, as shall be judged sufficient for securing that communication from all
insults; And you will see that all the large Vessels, at present employed in transport-
ing provisions and stores &c, be forthwith armed, and put in such a state, as to be
able to resist sudden attempts of the enemy, in Canoes or boats, which they may pos-
sibly have prepared in Onion river, Otter Creek, or some other of the rivers on the
east side of the Lake. And I do earnestly recommend that you cause strict vigilance
and discipline to be observed throought all the Vessels under your command, and
that they be particularly carefull not, at any time, to approach so near the shore as
to be liable to surprises from the land unless where there shall be post[s] sufficient
for their protection. You are to use every means to make yourself as well acquainted
“as possible with the navigation of the lake and the bogs and Rivers around it, and to
report to me how and in what manner All the armed Vessels should be disposed of
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during the winter. And you are to obey such orders as you shall, from time to time
receive from Lieutenant General Burgoyne or any other your superior Officer
Given under my hand at S* Johns this 3¢ day of October 1777

(Signed) Guy Carleton

Copy, UKLPR, C.0O. 42/37, 223. Enclosure no. 4 in Sir Guy Carleton’s letter No. 43 to Lord George Ger-
main, 24 Oct. 1777; UKLPR, C.O. 42/37, 215. )
1. Brig. Gen. Henry Watson Powell, commmanding Fort Ticonderoga.

“VOTES AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE [ CONTINENTAL] NAVY BOARD
OF THE EASTERN DEPARTMENT”

[ Boston) Octo™ 3¢ 1777

Voted That the two Fireships procured & received from the Gov* and Council
of the State of Rhode Island be fitted out for purpose of destroying the Enemys Ships
off Newport harbour and that the Agent pay for the same.—!

Voted That Cap* Richard Palmes be Appointed Captain of marines on board
the Continental Ship Warren John Hopkins Esq® Commander and that he have leave
of absence for three weeks—?

Voted That all able bodied Seamen & others that are willing to Enter on board
the Ship Providence Abram Whipple Esq~ Commander designed on an Expedition to
Rhode Island shall receive wages for each and every day Six shillings and be dis-
charged at the Expiration of the Expedition

Voted That as a further Encouragement all those that shall Enter on board said
Ship for three Months shall receive a bounty of Forty dollars upon Entring and in
Case the Ship does not proceed on a Cruise within that time they shall be discharged
without any deduction for the bounty received—

D, DLC, Papers of the Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Department.

1. See NDAR9: 776-77.

2. Capt. McNeill protested this appointment. See Captain Hector McNeill to the Continental Ma-
rine Committee, 9 Oct., below.

CAPTAIN HECTOR MCNEILL TO LIEUTENANT JOHN BROWNE

M" Browne
Sir

You may remember I told you on Tuesday last, That I had heard from Severall
hands, That you had often said you did not intend going to Sea in the Ship Boston,
When I put the matter to you, the answer you made me was not satisfactory, Ido
therefore insist on a positive Answer in writing whither you intend to Stand by the
Ship the next Cruize, Or whether you intend to quit her before she goes to Sea,
your answer in writing will instantly determine me what to do—I am [&c.]
; Hector M<Neill
Ship Boston Octo® 3% 1777

LB, MHi, Hector McNeill Letter Book. Addressed at foot: “To L* Jn° Browne of the Boston.”
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JOURNAL OF THE MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

[ Boston] Friday October 3, 1777
APetition of Mungo Mackay, and others, Agents for several Privateers, setting forth
that said Privateers join’d the Fleet which lately sail’d from the Port of Boston, under
the Command of Commodore Manly, and praying the Court to give them Directions
for obtaining their Share of the Prizes taken by said Fleet, agreeable to Contract.!
Read and thereupon Ordered, That Col. White 2 and Capt. Reed,® with such as
the Honorable Board shall join, be a Committee to consider the same and report.
Sent up for Concurrence.

A Journal of the Honorable House of Representatives [10 Sept.—25 Oct. 1777], [Boston, 1777], 97. The brigantine
Littleton, William Johnston, master, was the only prize taken by this Continental Fleet. See NDAR9: 350-52.
1. See NDAR8: 179-80, 375, 434-36.
2. Col. Ebenezer White of Plymouth.
3. Capt. William Reed of Plymouth.

JOHN ROWE TO THE MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL COURT

State of the Massachusetts Bay—

To The Hon®* Councill & House of Representatives—of Said State now Sitting in Boston—
The Memorial of John Rowe of said Boston Mercht.
Shews—That your Memorialist is Agent for Carter Braxton Esqr of Virginia & the Hon-
ble Robert Morris Esqr one of the members of the Continentall Congress & others who
are Owners of the Private arm’d Schooner Phenix'—commanded by Joseph Cunningham

That Said Cunningham has Lately captured & sent in a Snow calld as he thinks
the § Joseph Jungo Seco Master >—mann’d by Portuguese & tis Said bound from the
Brazills to Fyall [Fayall—The papers that are Sent in are all in the Portuguese Lan-
guage—That upon the most diligent Enquiry your Memorialist cannot find any Per-
son in Boston that can justly Render the Portuguese Language into English—So that
no Judgment can be formd whether the Said Snow or her Cargo is the Property of
the Subjects of the King of Great Britain or of the King of Portugall

Your Memorialist is apprehensive that Shoud She prove to be the property of
some Subject or Subjects of the King of Portugall her being Libell’d here and con-
demnd, as it is Probable She would be there being no One here to Claim in Behalf
of the Owners,—it might be Attended with bad Consequences to the United States
of America & possibly involve them in A Dispute with that Nation—Your Memorial-
ist is therfore at A Loss how to proceed in the Premises—and as it will be Some con-
siderable Space of Time before he can Receive any Advice from his Employers how
to act,—He begs the Advisement of this Hon"* Court. what Shall be done Respecting
Said Snow—& her cargo—and that your Honours would advise & direct in the Mat-
ter as in Your Great Wisdom shall Seem meet® And Your Memorialist Shall ever Pray—

John Rowe

Boston Octo 3¢ 1777—

DS, M-Ar, Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 183 (Petitions to the General Court), 195-96.

1. Massachusetts privateer schooner Phenix, Joseph Cunningham, commander, mounting 12 car-
riage guns and 8 swivels and cohorns. She was commissioned on 9 July 1777. M-Ar, Mass. Archives Col-
lection, vol. 139, 132; and vol. 183, 89-90 (Petitions to the General Court).
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2. Nostra Senhora de Carmo e Santo Antonio, Joad Garcia Duarti, master.

3. On 6 Oct. the Council suspended the trial of the snow until her ship’s papers could be translated.
Resolve of the Massachusetts Council, 6 Oct., M-Ar, Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 183 (Petitions to the
General Court), 197.

MINUTES OF THE MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR

Board of War Boston 3¢ Octor 1777
Orderd The Capt Hopkins deliver Capt Bradford one hundred weight Sheet Lead
for Ship Trumbullhe paying the Board for the same.! [B 2Not ch?by Hopkins?. . .
Order’d That the small Arms & Swivels belonging to the Spy Vessel at Marblehead,
be sent up as soon as possible, by Col° Glover—*

LB, M-Ar, Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 149 (Board of War Minutes), 38—40.
1. Continental Navy frigate Trumbull.
2. John Bradford, Continental Agent for Massachusetts.
3. Caleb Hopkins.
4. Col. Jonathan Glover.

ISAAC SEARS TO NATHANIEL SHAW, JR.

Sir ) Boston Octr 3¢ 1777
‘Thave Sent the Shrouds & Stays for the lower mast of the Ship ! Except the Mizen
Shrouds, theywill be Sentwith the Top mast Shrouds & back stays nextweek From
Your Most Hbb'e Serv
Isaac Sears
PS M- Paschal N Smith wants %s of the Ship at N. London  if you Can part with it
please to let him know

L, GtY, Nathaniel and Thomas Shaw Letters and Papers, No. 1634. Addressed at foot: “To Nath' Shaw.”
Docketed: “Isaac Sears/Letter/Octo 3. 1777.”

1. Connecticut privateer ship General Putnam, being built by Nathaniel Shaw at Winthrop’s Neck,
New London.

CONNECTICUT GAZETTE, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1777

State of CONNECTICUT, ss. New-London County, Sept. 15, 1777.
Libels are filed before the Hon. Samuel Coit, Esq; in Favour of Robert Niles,
Esq; Commander of the armed Schooner Spy, fitted out by the Governor and Com-
pany of the State of Connecticut, against a Sloop (Name unknown) and her Cargo;
also in Favour of William Briggs, Commander of the Schooner Charming-Sally, fitted
out by Mess. Alexander Ross and Co. against the Sloop John, lately under the Com-
mand of Remembrance Simons, together with her Cargo. The Court erected for the
Trial of Prizes taken and brought into this County, will meet at New-London In said
County on Tuesday the 7th Day of October next, at 9 of the Clock in the Forenoon,
of which all Persons claiming Property in the abovementioned Prizes are to take No-
tice, and give their Attendance according to Law.
Per Order of the Judge, Win. Saltonstall, Reg'r.
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JourNAaL oF H.M.S. CERBERUS, CAPTAIN JOHN SYMONS

[October] 1777 Se- End of Block Island  WbN 4 Miles

Friday 3 at 6 AM brottoo at 9 took the Sternmost Schooner in Tow at
12 Convoy in C*  a Strang Sail in Sight to Windward

Block Island N 2°0W 15 Leagues

Fresh Breezes and fair Cast off the Schooner & gave Chace to
the S! to windw® at 4 PM fired four 9 Pds at the Chace at [5]
boarded the Chace a Schooner belonging to Providence from S*
Eustatia bound to Bedford!

D, UKLPR, Adm, 51/181.

1. Schooner Dick & John, Jehu Pain, master, owned by Ste. Whipple & Co., from Providence to Bed-
ford, with coffee, tea, Geneva [liquor] & canvas, taken on 3 Oct. off Block Island, sent to New York. Howe’s
Prize List, 30 Oct. 1778, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, 489. She cleared from Providence on 3 June for St. Eustatius
with a cafgo of codfish, oak staves, hoops and tobacco and was of 20 tons burthen with no guns. R-Ar, Mar-
itime Papers, Outward and Inward Entries (1776-87), 52.

JOURNAL OF H.M.S. TARTAR, CAPTAIN CORNTHWAITE OMMANNEY

October 1777 At a Single Anchor in Hudsons River

Fryday 3 AM Loosd Sails to dry, Read the Articles of War &c to the Ship’s
Company, Recev’d Preventer Braces

At a Single Anchor in Hudsons River Light Airs and hazey

PM  Came up the River 28 Flat bottomd Boats, at 9 PM came to
Sail up the River, with the Mercury Brigg! and two Galleys? at
12 Anch? off Tarry Town, sent the Cutter to Sound, got out the
Stream Anch: & Tript the SB and hove the Ship into 6 f* came
up the Flatt Boats with Soldiers

D, UKLPR, Adm, 51/972.

1. H.M. brig Diligent.
2. H.M. galleys Dependence and Spitfire.

JournAL oF H.M. BRIG DrLiGENT, LIEUTENANT THOMAS FARNHAM

Oct" 1777 De [Phillips’s House East % Mile Dist]

Thursday 2! Variable Weather. at 10 AM weighd in Co the Gallys? at Noon

(Friday 3] Came too of[f] Phillips’s Farm in Six f™ Small B> Gallys in C*
Do

Moderate and Variable at % past 9 P:M: H M Ships Tartar & Mer-
cury Past Us going Up the River D> Weighd and Made sail in C*
the Above ships and the Gallys. at Midnight Came too off Tarry
Town in C> the Above Vessells.

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/4163.
1. Diligent's Journal was one day behind which was corrected on 5 Oct.
2. H.M. galleys Dependence and Spitfire.
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JournAL oF H.M.S. AporLO, CAPTAIN PHILEMON POWNOLL

October 1777 Moor’d off New York.
Friday 3 at 8 AM several flat Boats going to carry troops up the N° River, Cap-
tain Pownoll to command the Landing;'  heeld Ship to Starboard,
& payd her Bottom with tallow and Chalk, blackd the bends.
Moor’d off New York.
Mod. and fine Wr [PM] righted Ship,

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/52.
1. On 10 Oct. Captain Pownoll returned to the ship from the North River. Ibid.

JOURNAL OF H.M.S. EXPERIMENT, CAPTAIN SIR JAMES WALLACE

Oct® 1777 Moored off New York.

Friday 3¢ AM at 4 Manned 4 flatt Bottomed Boats with 44 Men & b petty
Officers, which went on duty up the North River, Emp® Stow-
ing the Hold & Woulding the Foremast, Middle & Latter parts
Ditto Weather [Moderate & fair]—Ditto Weather [Moderate &
fair]. Employed about the Riging & Hold, at 1 PM Cleared
Hawse Received 19 Casks of Butter, Arrived here our Prize
taken by us the 29 July. last, from the Americans.!

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/331, 101. v ‘

1. Snow Mary of Bideford, England, Joseph Atkins, prize master, which had been taken by the Massa-
chusetts privateer schooner True Blue, Richard Stiles, commander, off Terceira, Azores on 28 July. Rivington’s
New-York Gazette, 4 Oct. 1777. She was libelled on 3 Nov. in the Vice Admiralty Court of New-York and was or-
dered appraised as a recapture on 24 Dec. Mary’s cargo of flour was condemned as a lawful prize and ordered
sold on 23 Jan. 1778. Minutes of the Vice Admiralty Court of New York, UKLPR, H.C.A. 49/93, 98, 166, 212.

DEPUTY QUARTERMASTER GENERAL JONATHAN MIFFLIN TO GEORGE WASHINGTON

[Extract]
Sir Trenton 3™ Octo* 1777

... The Naval Comittee at Borden town have taken Charge of the Stores be-
longing to the Marine Department—

Cap® Charles Biddle with 3 small armed Vessells lies off Borden Town' the
Frigates? commanded by Cap* Barry & Reed are at White Hill 2 Miles lower down
the River at which Place I am informed they propose mounting some Cannon—A
heavy firing has been heard this Morning supposed to be at Fort Mifflin—I am [&c.]

‘ ' J Mifflin
DOMG

L, DLC, George Washington Papers, Series 4. Two paragraphs of this letter are not printed here. They re-
late to the removal of military stores, clothing, and provisions from Trenton, N.J. Addressed: “To/His Ex-
cellency/Gen! Washington/Head Quarters/Express.” Docketed: “Col° Mifflins [Letter] /3¢ Oct: 77.”

1. Shortly before the British occupation of Philadelphia, Charles Biddle, brother of Continental Navy
Capt. Nicholas Biddle, sailed an armed brig up the Delaware River anchoring off Bordentown, N,J. The brig
was built by a Mr. Eyre (probably Benjamin Eyre) for privateering. Biddle stayed on board the brig until 5 Oct.
when he set off overland to visit his brother in Charleston, S.C. Biddle, Autobiography of Charles Biddle, 101-4.

2. Continental Navy frigates Effingham and Washington. The former commanded by John Barry, the
latter by Thomas Read. For documentation on their removal to White Hill, N.J., see NDAR9: 970, 974, 976.
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CONTINENTAL NAVY BOARD OF THE MIDDLE DEPARTMENT TO CAPTAIN ISAIAH ROBINSON

Continental Navy Board
Sir Borden Town 3¢ Oct® 1777

We are glad to hear that the Report of our Fleet’s being in want of Provisions is
groundless, & that Cap* Blewer has undertaken to supply you with fresh Meat; His
Drafts upon us shall be duly honoured to the best of our Abilities; but we would re-
quest him to be as moderate as possible in his Demands, as the unsettled State of the
office will put us to many Difficulties in procuring Cash for all Purposes.

We are sorry for the Loss of the Delaware & Capt. Alexander’s Misfortune,! but
as you assure us, you are not apprehensive of any bad Consequences, other than the
Loss of the Ship, we are the less concerned. We are far from undertaking to give Di-
rections in the Commodore’s Department, but confess it would give us great Plea-
sure to hear that the Delawarewas retaken, or destroyed—in this we trust to the Com-
modore’s Discretion— ’

What you say respecting the Fort at Billingsport, carries Conviction with it, & we
doubt not but that a proper Representation of the Matter from Comm* Hazlewood
‘to Gen" Washington would be effectual in procuring Troops for the Defence of that
important Post—Captain Falconer will be with you before this gets to hand, & as he
means to go from you to Head Quarters, you cannot have a more sure Opportunity
of forwarding your Dispatches to the General; and he will be able to enforce your
Requisition with Reasons arrising from his own observation—

It gives us much Satisfaction to hear that great Harmony subsists amongst the
Officers in your Department—we sincerely wish it may be firm & lasting—as we are
sensible much—very much—depends upon it.

We have exerted ourselves to the utmost to supply you with the Necessaries you re-
quire Itis not possible for us to procure the whole amount of your Indents, situated
as we are, & it is not without great Toil & Attention we have been able to furnish you
with the Supplies herewith sent—We hope they will be sufficient for present Purposes—
Circumstanced as we are, we cannot avoid recommending to you the greatest (Fcon-
omy particularly of the Slops.—Economy at such a Time is as necessary as Valour—En-
closed you have Invoices of the Goods sent—they are all consigned to your Care, & you
must distribute the Articles amongst our Fleet, according to your Discretion & their Ne-
cessities—We expect to hear from you by the Return of this messinger, & request you
will give an Account of the Number of Hogs heads, Cases &c the Waggoners deliver
you—We are as desirous as you can be, of a Correspondence, & therefore direct that
whenever you have Occasion to write to us, you will employ an Express, & let us know
the Agreement you have made with him for the Service, & we will pay him accordingly

We are at a Loss to know how there can be such a Deficiency of Blankets, without
great waste—Be this as it may, we have sent you all the Blankets, Stockings, Shoes mitts
& Watch Coats we can find amongst our Stores—as M* Todd is not here, we cannot tell
whether we have any more in Stock or no; or, if we have, where they are deposeted.

We request our Complt to the Commodore, heartily wishing you all manner of
Prosperity & Success we are

Your Friends
To Captain F> H [Francis Hopkinson]
Isaiah Robinson : J* W—[ John Wharton]
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Case AN N 11
17 Doz & 3 pair Wollen Hose
50 Hatts, 43 Jackets,
30 pr Mitts.—

Hogshead N°- 2
200 Check Shirts 31 pair Wollen
Trowsers, 62 Jackets

Bale AN N° 29
Blankets, Number unknown
Cap* Robinson is requested to take
an Account of them

Chest AN Ne 4
24 Watch Coats, 100 pr Woollen
Trowsers. :

(Copy)
Invoice

Case AN. N> 9

70 Jackets, 64 p* Trowsers

Hogshead N° 3.
12 Doz. Woollen Caps, 161 pr
Shoes, 6 Quire Paper, 25 pair
Trowsers.—
: : Rum
Hogsh® A—114 Gallons
Do—B—104 D*>
Do—C—124 D~
Do—D—118 D
Country Rum 460 Gall*
Do—E—106 Gall*
West India Rum for the officers—

General Invoice

17 Doz. & 3 pair Woollen Hose
50 Hatts ‘

24 Watch Coats
12 Doz. Woollen Caps

200 Shirts 161 pr Shoes

220 pr Woollen Trowsers 6 Quire Paper

175 Woollen Jackets Blankets N° unknown—

30 pr Mitts 460 Gall* Country Rum
Waggoner’s Bill

Samuel Olden Tho* Imlay

1 Hgd Rum A—114 Gall*
1 Hgd N°- 2 dry Goods

1 Hgd Rum C—124 Gall*
1 Case AN Ne 9—dry Goods

Jonathan Perkins
1 Hgd Rum B—104 Gall
1 Case AN N°- 11. dry Goods

Benjamin Bingess
1 Hgd Rum D—118 Gall*
1 Chest AN N° 4—Dry Goods

John Wood

1 Hgd best Rum E 106 Galls
1 Hgd N° 3—Dry Goods
Bale of Blankets

L, PHC, Member of Old Congress, 722 (Box 5). Docketed: “Continental Navy board/Bordentown/Oct* 3

1777

1. See NDAR9: 973-77, 984. The Continental Navy frigate Delaware, Capt. Charles Alexander, was
taken on 27 Sept. 1777 by a Royal Artillery battery after running aground in the Delaware River.
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GEORGE WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS

[Extract]
Sir Camp ' 20 Miles from Philadelphia October 3¢ 1777

... Since my Letter of the 29",2 no favourable change has taken place in our af-
fairs—On the contrary, we have sustained an additional loss in the capture of the
Delaware. She fell into the Enemy’s hands in a day or two after they were in posses-
sion of the City,® and in a manner not yet well understood. Some have supposed the
Crew mutinied, while another report is, that she was disabled in her Rudder by a shot
and drove on shore.* This misfortune takes off the success of Captain Biddles cruize.?
I'will not dwell longer on the subject Congress may rest assured all the means in my
power shall be employed to put our affairs in a more agreable train and to accom-
plish the end they so earnestly wish. I have the Honor to be [&c.]

: G Washington

L, DNA, PCC, item 152, vol. 5, 77-80, (M247, roll 168). Two paragraphs of this letter are not printed here.
They refer to news President Hancock had forwarded to Washington on Maj. Gen. Horatio Gates’s army
and to the collection of supplies for Washington’s forces. Docketed: “Letter from gen' Washington/Camp
20 Miles from Philad*/Oct* 8. 1777/ (Entered).”

1. Camp at Methacton Hill, Pa.

2. See Washington to President of Congress, 29 Sept. 1777, in Washington, Writings 9: 284-85.

3. Philadelphia.

4. For documentation on the capture of this vessel by a Royal Artillery battery, see NDAR9: 972-74,
975, 976, 977, and 984.

5. Capt. Nicholas Biddle, commander of the Continental Navy frigate Randolph, made three prizes
on a short cruise out of Charleston, S.C., during the first week of Sept. NDAR9: 919-21, 971.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL SAMUEL SMITH TO GEORGE WASHINGTON

Sir Fort Mifflin Octr 3¢ 1777.—

I sent yesterday an express to your Excellency with an account of the enemies
having landed near Billingsport, which place they have now possession of, Our Mili-
tia evacuated it after bringing off all the Stores and Spikeing up the Cannon. This
event as I foresaw struck the fleet with much Panic, last night five Officers and 18
Men Deserted and a great part of the rest only wait for Oppertunity. The Enemy have
not as yet taken possession of Red Bank.

This morning the Officers of the Navy met and came to this resolution, to assist
in keeping this Fort as long as possible, and when we are oblig’d to leave it either
through want of provision or otherwise then to force our way by the City! with the
fleetand land the Garrison at the first convenient place. Should your Excellency have
sent any Continental Troops to hinder them from geting Red Bank, then we may still
keep the River, but if they do not arrive in time the enemy will have this pass. All we
can do will be to prolong the time which will I suppose be about One Week, for I

_fear unless (after they get Red Bank) we do not attempt soon to make our Retreat,
we shall not have men to work the Ships. I have the Honor to be [&c.]
Sam Smith

L, DLC, George Washington Papers, Series 4. Addressed: “On Public Service/His Excellency/Gen' Wash-
ington.” Docketed: “Oct 3. 1777/from/L! Col> Sam' Smith.”
1. Philadelphia.
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WILLIAM BRADFORD TO THOMAS WHARTON, JR.

[Extract]
Sir,

. the Enemy were advancing to the Fort, on which I ordered the People into
Boats and sent most of them to Fort Island,' spiked up all the Cannon we could not
carry off, and set the Barracks & Bake House on Fire, but the Dwelling House some
how escaped—We took off all the Amunition—I stayed myself with Cap* Robeson of
the Continental Brig? on shore for some more certain advice; about 12 o’clock the
Enemy come on so close thro” a corn field that they were not more than 30 yards
from us, and began to fire on us before our Boat put off the shore, we returned the
fire with 6 muskets we had on board, and a Guard Boat we had with us also fired on
them, and all got off, one man only being wounded. I am now at Fort Miftlin and in
Council of all the Cap® of the Fleet, this Day they requested that Cap* Blewer, Cap®
Massey & myself would remain here to act as Navy Board which I shall do. Two of our
Galleys are reduced & laid by, the men having deserted. Last night Capt Montgomerys
Ist & 2¢ Lieuts & 6 Privates deserted,® and I believe if they could get off, the People
on board the whole Fleet would desert, for their spirits are quite sunk. The Enemy
ships are now coming up to Billingsport. Your most H’ble Serv’t,
Fort Mifflin, Oct* 34, 1777. Wm Bradford

Pennsylvania Archives, 1st ser., 5: 644-45. Nine sentences of this letter are not printed here. They describe
American preparations to defend Billingsport and the British attack on that post on the morning of 2 Oc-
tober. Addressed below dateline: “On public Service./To His Excellency Tho's Wharton Esqr, President
of the State of Pennsylvania at Lancaster.”

1. Thatis, Mud Island, Pa.
2. Continental Navy brig Andrew Doria, Isaiah Robinson commanding.

3. James Kirkpatrick was first lieutenant of the Pennsylvania Navy galley Effingham, commanded by
Hugh Montgomery, until some time in Oct. 1777. His disappearance from the Pennsylvania Navy’s muster
rolls at this time suggests that he deserted. Samuel Ford, Effingham’s second lieutenant, deserted the gal-
ley in Oct. but was later retaken. He was executed for desertion in Sept. 1778. Pennsylvania Archives, 2d
ser., 1: 237, 284-85.

JoUrNAL oF H.M.S. PEARL, CAPTAIN JOHN LINZEE

October [Chester NEbN 2 Miles]

Friday 3 At 9 AM the Sign' was made on board the Roebuck for all Lieu-
tenants. At 10 Weigh’d # Sig" in company with the Roebuck, Liv-
erpool, & Camilla At 12 Anch® with the Small Br in 5 f~ water
near the Chiveaux de frize—Billingsfort East 3 or 4 Miles. A great
number of the Rebels Vessels in sight.

Billingsfort. East 3 or 4 Miles.
The first & middle parts Mod* & fine Wr the latter Calm & hazey.
- PM Sent on shore to Billingsfort two 12 Pounders w Ammuni-
tion &c* Came up and Anchor’d here an Arm’d Brigg call’d
the Dunmore Rec® on board fresh.Beef.

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/675.
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D1xoN aND HUNTER’S VIRGINIA GAZETTE, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1777

Williamsburg, October 3.

Captain Baron! has lately taken in the bay one of the enemy’s tenders,? with
eight sailors on board, and five stolen Negroes. The noted Mr. DUNBAR of Glouces-
ter county is among them, who has been a long time in the company with them help-
ing to plunder our coasts.’

Last week the Emerald man of war took two Gentlemen as they were crossing the
bay from the Eastern Shore to Princess Anne. They have since been indulged with a
parole for fourteen days, to try to get exchanged for two officers of the Solebay frigate,
that were lately taken by a party of the Princess Anne militia.! These Gentlemen in-
form, that the Captain of the Emerald® declared he would detain every person he
took, unless they are exchanged upon the above terms.

Last Tuesday, a brigantine, loaded with flour, accidentaly got aground in Eliza-
beth river, and, upon seeing a man of war approaching towards her our people set
her on fire, after getting out the best part of her cargo.

1. Either James or Richard Barron.

2. Armed tender Dreadnought. See “At a Court of Admiralty held in the city of Williamsburg the 9th
day of October 1777,” below.

3. Acting as a pilot.

4. Lt. Edmund Joshua Moriarty, R.N., three petty officers and fifteen men were taken prisoner on
28 Aug. 1777. See NDAR 9: 844, where Lt. Moriarty’s first name is incorrectly identified as Sylverius.

5. Capt. Benjamin Caldwell, R.N.

PURDIE’S VIRGINIA GAZETTE, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1777

Williamsburg, October 3

Last Tuesday, about 4 o’clock in the afternoon, the two Captains Barrons! fell
in with a tender,? off the old fort below Hampton, carrying some fresh provisions
from Captain Squire to Commodore Parker. After about ten minutes engaging, the
tender’s people called out for quarters, and the same evening were conducted safe
into Hampton. She was commanded by a certain Dunbar of Gloucester county, who
‘bears a very indifferent character, and acted as a pilot for the enemy. He, with five
sailors, and five negroes, are now lodged in the publick jail—Captains Barrons sent
the fresh provisions, a mutton and half, with their compliments to Commodore
Parker.

Commodore Parker in the Phenix, with three frigates® and a topsail schooner,*
now lie in Hampton road; and Captain Squire, in the Otter sloop, lies oft Cherry-
stone’s, upon the Eastern Shore.

1. Captains James and Richard Barron.

2. Armed tender Dreadnought. See “Ata Court of Admiralty held in the city of Williamsburg, the 9th
day of October 1777,” below.

3. H.M.S. Emerald and Perseus were two of the frigates. The third was most likely H.M. sloop Senegal,
misidentified as a frigate.

4. The tender to H.M.S. Roebuck.
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PURDIE’S VIRGINIA GAZETTE, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1777

WANTED,
A SURGEON for the Hero galley, now lying at Hampton.
Philip Chamberlain,' Capt.

1. Philip Chamberlayne.

PURDIE’S VIRGINIA GAZETTE, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1777

[Williamsburg] .

Deserted from the Manly galley, two men, viz. JOHN HARFORD, a sailor, who
is about thirty years old, five feet eight or nine inches high, has short black hair, a
very dark skin, is much addicted to liquor, and very talkative when so; had on when
he went away a pair of convas trousers, an old jacket, and a check shirt. WILLIAM
WILKINS, a serjeant of marines, and formerly enlisted by captain John C. Cocke;, he
is about twenty five years old, five feet seven or eight inches high, and had on when
he went away an old pair of white Virginia cloth breeches and cotton shirt. Whoever
delivers the said men on board, or secures themso thatI get them, shall have TWENTY
DOLLARS reward.

William Saunders, Captain.

THE NORTH-CAROLINA GAZETTE, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1777

Newbern, October 8, 1777.

In our last,! we gave an Account of the Randolph Frigate having carried a large
Ship into Charles-Town, which was first taken by the Privateer Nancy, of this Port,
Capt. Palmer, and afterwards re-taken by a large Ship from Jamaica, mounting 20
Guns; by Letters from Mr. Stanly’s Agent in Charles-Town, the Account is confirmed,;
the Ship is called the Severn, mounting 10 Guns, from Jamaica to Bristol, and is val-
ued at 40,0001 Sterl. Capt. Palmer engaged and took her at the head of the Jamaica
Fleet on the 4th of August last. The other Vessel taken by Capt. Palmer is a Snow
called the Invermay, from Jamaica to Pensacola, with Rum and Slaves, said to be worth
35,0001. Proc. Capt. Palmer conducted her into Savannah, in Georgia, himself, and
is preparing for another Cruize.

1. NDAR9: 971.

JourNAL oF H.M.S. SourHaMPTON, CAPTAIN WILLIAM GARNIER

October 1777 Do Alongside Port Royal Wharf, Jamaica.

Friday 3¢ at 8 (AM) Hove Keel out Caulk’d and Paid the Starboard side, at
De, Right Ship, and all well, the Ship hove down very easy & Keel
outfore and aft with 10 Puncheons of Water, on the Fore Castle.—

De- [at Noon| Modt Breezes w™ much Thund® Lightning
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& very hard Rain in the Night, Employ’d getting the out Riggers
Pendants & Blocks on Shore &c?, (PM) came in here a Schooner!
from Salem Loaded with Fish and Lumber our Prize, taken by
the Snail our Tender,

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/914. -
1. Schooner Tryall. Gayton’s Prize List, 21 Dec. 1775-26 Feb. 1778, UKLPR, Adm. 1/240, 504.

October 4
MASTER’S LOG OF H.M.S. MiLrORrD, CAPTAIN SIR WILLIAM C. BURNARY

Remarks &c on Saturday Oct= 4 1777
[Cape Sable N 36° W- 15 Leagues) !
LAM] [at] 4 D> Wr [Mod® & Cloudy] [a#] /% past 6 Saw a Sail in the SE: QF  made sail
& Gave chase [af] 9 fresh Breezes & hazy Comeing up with the chase [at] 10 the
Chase Boreaway SetStuddingsails [af] 12D>W" Comeing up with the chase fast.
[Halifax Light N28°E Dis: 16 Leages Fresh Breezes & hazy]
[PM] [at] 1 Comeing up with the Chase fast fired 1. 9 Pdr. at the chase who then
brottoo Shortendsail Sentthe Cutter on board the chase She.proved to be the
Dolphin Privateer Schooner from a Cruize belonging to Marble-head Commanded
by Edward Fittyplace? She had been Out 3 Months  Got the prisoners on board
at 3 hoisted the Cutterin & madesail the privateer the Brig & Schooners in Comp? 3
[at] 6 heard the report of a Gun from the NNN.E. [atf] 8 D>W" Shortend sail

D, UKLPR, Adm. 52/1865.

1. Bearings are taken from the Master’s Journal. Master’s Journal of H.M.S. Milford, UKLPR, Adm.
52/1865.

2. Massachusetts privateer schooner Dolphin, Edward Fettiplace, commander, on a cruise, taken off the
coast of Nova Scotia, sent into Halifax. Howe’s Prize List, 30 Oct. 1778, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, 489. She was com-
missioned on 26 May 1777, Edward Fettyplace, Jr., commander, mounting 10 guns with a crew of 60 seamen,
and was owned by Samuel Russell Gerry and others, of Marblehead. M-Ar, Revolutionary Rolls, vol. 5, 190.

3. Prize brig Topinambou, prize schooner Sally, and a schooner transporting troops of the Royal High-
land Emigrants.

JoUrNAL OF COLONEL JOHN ALLAN

[ Machias] Saturday Oct* 4th. . .. Sent Capt. Crabtree a letter of instruction to ob-
serve during his being stationed at the mouth of the harbour, as also, signals to be
made in case of danger.! Mr Allan gave him insurance for his Schooner.? This day
served provisions as usual.

Frederic Kidder, Military Operations in Eastern Maine and Nova, Scotia During the Revolution, Chiefly Compiled from
the Journals and Letters of Colonel John Allen, with Notes and a Memoir of Col. John Allen (Albany: Joel Munsell,
1867), 141.

1. Allan discharged Crabtree of this duty by 12 Oct. Col. John Allan to President of the Massachu-
setts Council, 12 Oct. 1777. Documentary History of the State of Maine (Collections of the Maine Historical Soci-
ety, 2d Series), edited by James P. Baxter et. al., 24 vols: (Portland: The Society, 1869-1916), 15: 241-44.

2. Massachusetts privateer schooner Harlequin, Agreen Crabtree, commander, mounting 10 carriage
guns and 16 swivel guns with a crew of 55 seamen, was commissioned on 22 Aug. 1777 and was owned by
Agreen Crabtree, of Frenchman’s Bay, County of Lincoln, Eastern Maine, and others. M-Ar, Revolution-
ary Rolls, vol. 6, 9.
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SAMUEL ELIOT, JR., TO GOVERNOR JONATHAN TRUMBULL

Hond Sir Weymouth Packett, Boston Harbor 4% Oct® 1777—

Agreable to a vote of the Hon! Councill of Safety for your State—I Petition’d both
Houses of Assembly, for Leave to remove the Prisoners taken by Cap* Harding ' into
Connecticut—and Yesterday obtain’d an order therefor.>—I now send them under
the care of Mt Hilliard * to Lebanon, who will deliver them to your Excellencys Order.—
The Officers will sett out at the same time under the care of M* Read,* who will doubt-
less arrive some days before you receive this.>—I have the honor to be [&c.]

Sam Eliot |

L, CtHi, Jonathan Trumbull Papers. Addressed: “His Excellency Jonathan Trumbull Esq'/in/Lebanon/
favd by Mr/Hilliard.” Docketed: “Octr 4 1777/Sam!’ Elliott.”

1. Capt. Seth Harding, commanding the Connecticut Navy ship Oliver Cromwell

2. See Acts and Resolves of the Massachusetts General Court, 1 Oct., above.

3. Azariah Hilliard, seaman on Oliver Cromwell.

4. Curtis Reed, midshipman on Oliver Cromuwell.

. b. The officers mcluded]ohn]enkmg, sailing master, Andrew Hunter, surgeon, and William Phillips
and Paul Glen, master’s mates, who had been sent from Portsmouth, N.H. Samuel Eliot, Jr., to Governor
Jonathan Trumbull, 4 Oct., above; Governor Jonathan Trumbull to Thomas Shaw, 13 Oct., below.

AFFIDAVIT OF PAUL FLYN AND JOHN JENKING CONCERNING THE CAPTURE
OF THE BRITiSH PACKET Stite WeyMouTH

Boston Octor 4 1777

We the Subscribers, Paul Flyn & John Jenking, both of the Kingdom of Great Britain,
now resident in Boston, in the County of Suffolk, and State of the Massachusetts Bay, in
New England, late mariners on board the Ship Weymouth employed as a Packet in the
Service of the King of Great Britain from Jamaica to London and captured by the Olver
Cromuwell Ship of War from the State of Connecticut, Cap* Seth Harding Commander,
testify and declare that being on board said Weymouth on the twenty eighth Day of July
last, we were hailed by the said Oliver Cromwell, who demanded of us, from whence we
came, to which we gave Answer, in the usual Form of Ships of War, in the Kings Service,
by saying we came from White Hall and when asked again by the said O. Cromawell, are
you a Kings Ship we answered Yes; and fired at the Cromwell, under Kings Colours; and
immediately we shortened Sail to prepare for an Attack from the said O Cromuwell, be-
fore she came up with us, And we further testify that after engaging a Brigantine, on
the twenty seventh Day of July last and having beaten her of[ f] we gave Chace to her,
but did not come up with her; And the said Ship Weymouth did at all Times weare her
Pennant before any Ships of War, belonging to the King of Great Britain aforesaid even
in Presence of an Admiral; and never dowsed her Colours or Sails to any Ship or Fort
whatever belonging to the said King and during her late Voyage being near the Island
of Martineco, the said Weymouth, fired a Shot at an English Merchantman and made her
dowse her Pennant; And we further testify that the Wages on board the said Weymouth
were the same that were allowed on board the said Kings Ships.

John Jenking Paul Flyn
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-State of Massa Bay
Suffolk County - : Boston Octor 4% 1777
The within named Paul Flyn and John Jenking after being duly examined & cau-
tioned to testify the whole Truth and nothing but the Truth, made Oath to the within
written Affidavit by them subscribed, taken at the Request of Liutenants TimothyParker
& John Chapman lately belonging to the Ship of War Oliver Cromwell, and both appear
on Account of Jabez Perkins of Norwich, the State of Connecticut, Agent for the Cap-
tors of the said Weymouth, lately taken by the Cromwell aforesaid, which affidavit is to be
used in a Cause to be heard & tried, at a maritime Court for the middle District to be
held at Salem in the County of Essex and State aforesaid, on Fryday, the tenth Day of
October current, upon a Libel against the said Weymouth, her Cargo Appurtenances
&c wherein Jabez Perkins is Claimant for the Captors aforesaid; & Samuel Elliott of
said Boston Merchant is Claimant in Behalf of the said State of Connecticut—
before Joseph Gardner, one of the Justices of the Peace, for
the said County of Suffolk.
a Copy attest. Isaac Mansfield Cler

Copy, Ct, Connecticut Archives, st Series, vol. 9, 203a~b: Docketed: “Depositions concerning/The Wey-
mouth/Packet.”

DEPOSITION OF JOHN JENKING CONCERNING THE CAPTURE OF THE
BRrITISH PACKET SHIp WEYMOUTH

Boston Octor 4 1777
I John Jenking of Great Britain, now resident in Boston, in the County of Suffolk and
State of the Massachusetts Bay, in New England, Mariner, testify and declare, that the
Ship Weymouth, lately employed in the Service of the King of Great Britain, as a Packet
from Jamaica to London, on which I was employed as Master, had Orders if attacked
to defend herself, but was not permitted to commence Hostilities against any Vessel
whatever but if in defending her selfagainst an Enemy, she should have so much the
advantage against her as to be able to make a Capture, of her she could not hold her,
that any commissioned Man of War from Great Britain might make a Prize of any Ves-
sel so taken, and I further Testifie that the said Ship Weymouth, was taken by the Ship
of War Oliver Cromwell from the State of Connecticut Cap* Seth Harding Commander
Jne Jenking

I John Jenking the Subscriber of the above written Deposition do testify and de-
clare, that on the twenty seventh Day of July last, the above named Weymouth, was
brought to & attacked by a Brigantine which She the Weymouth beat of and pursued
her about four Hours, with Design to get rid of her by the Night coming on, that she
might not give us any further Trouble, and if we had Daylight enough to have taken
her, we should have thrown her Guns overboard & dismissed her, for the Reason
aboye given viz' our having no Right to make her a Prize

Jne Jenking

State of Massa Bay
Suffolk County Boston Octor 4" 1777—
The within named John Jenking after bemg duly examined, & cautioned, to tell the
whole Truth and nothing but the Truth made Oath to the within written Deposition,
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by him subscribed, taken at the Request of Samuel Elliott of Boston aforesaid Mer-
chant, Agent for the State of Connecticut, to be used in a Cause to be heard & tryed
ata maritime Court for the middle District, to be held at Salem in the County of Essex
& State aforesaid, on Fryday, the tenth Day of October current, upon a Libel against
the Ship Weymouth, her Cargo, Appurtenances &cwherein said Samuel Elliotis Claimant
in Behalf of said State of Connecticut, & Jabez Perkins of Norwich, in said State of Con-
necticut, Merchant is Claimant in Behalf of the Captors of the Weymouth aforesaid
before Joseph Gardner, one of the Justices of the Peace,
for the said County of Suffolk
a Copy— attest Isaac Mansfield Cler

Copy, Ct, Connecticut Archives, 1st Series, vol. 9, 203c-d. Docketed: “Depositions concerning/The Wey-
mouth/Packet.”

MASTER’S JOURNAL OF H.M.S. CHATHAM, CAPTAIN TOBY CAULFIELD

October 1777 [ Rhode Island)] Light house SWbW.  Brentons point South
Saturday 4% & Rose Island NNW %4 W,
AM came in Here the Lady Parker Schooner! with a Prize
Loaded with Flower from Philadelphia bound for Surinam ?Fresh
Breezes and Clear. PM  received onb? 5 Butts of Beer.

D, UKLPR, Adm. 52/1656.

1. Tender to HM.S. Chatham.

2. Schooner Charming Nancy, Robert Crosby, master, from Philadelphia to Surinam, with flour, taken
on 24 Sept. off Martha’s Vineyard, sent into Rhode Island as prize of Chatham. Howe’s Prize List, 30 Oct.
1778, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, 489.

JAMES RICE TO NATHANIEL SHAW, JR.

Dear § New haven Octor 4 1777

I Last Night Returnd from Fairfield Where I have Been to Receive y* Prize Money
Ordered Me By the Court, Which is y¢ Continental part Which Falls Short of A Thou-
sand pounds, The Other half they Have Ordered Capt Hawley! as Agent tor y¢ Crew,
I am Very Much Surprized att y¢ Conduct of y* Most of y¢ People that Have had Any
thing to do With y* Schuyler 1 Last Week When Atending y* Vendue at Norwalk Cauld
on One Lockwood from Whom Hawley Had been Drawing provisions to pay his Bill Ex-
pecting it to be Small for fresh provisions but found it to be Upwards of Eighty pounds
Six bb* pork a 9 pounds p bb' Supplyed in y Summer he told me y* M Warson y¢ Mas-
ter told him that Was y° Vendue price  On My Return yesterday from Fairfield I Cauld
on M Ives to pay his Riging bill Which I Did Not pay It had Risen Since he Aplyd to
Me for Payment From 115 pounds To 170 Odd (pas' By David Hawley Cap®) his Pre-
tence is that Hawley Promised Him flax in pay for Rigind but he Aplyed to Me in y* Sum-
mer he Asked Me for ye Money Which I Should Have paid him But he had A Mind to
purchas y© prize flax for Which Reason he Did Not then Take y* Money, and as y flax
Was Sold Very Dear he Now pretends to Hold to Hawleys promis and he & Hawley have
put their Heads Together to get What they Can out of y° Continent—
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A Cruizer is Much Wanted West Ward y¢ Enemeys Tenders begin to be Trou-
blesome begyou tosendy* Sloop?as Soon as posable, Should She Take Any More
prizes I beg they May Not be Caried into Fairfield County as I Can have them Con-
demned for Less than half y¢ Expence 1 beg youl Let Me hear from you Consern-
ning y° Above Matters as Soon posable Am [&c.]

James Rice

L, CtY, Nathaniel and Thomas Shaw Letters and Papers, No. 8589. Addressed: “To/Nathaniel Shaw Jn*
Esq’/New London.” Docketed: “James Rices/Letter/Octr 4 1777.”

1. Capt. David Hawley.

2. Continental Navy sloop Schuyler.

MAJOR GENERAL ISRAEL PUTNAM TO GOVERNOR GEORGE CLINTON

Dear Sir,

This morning we had Information from our Guard Boats, that there were two
Ships of War,! three Tenders,? and a Large number of Flatt Bottom’d Boats coming
up the River, they proceeded up as far as Tarry Town, where they Landed their Mén—
this Evening they were follow® by one Large Man of War,? five Topsail Vessels,* and
a Large Number of Small Craft—I have sent off Parties to Examine their Rout, and
Harrass their March if Prudent—General Parsons has gone down to Reconnoiter
he has not yet Return’d, but by Information from several different Quarters, we have
Reason to believe they intend for this Post—They are now making up, (as we hear)
for Croton Bridge—You will please to give such orders to the Malitia, in Consequence
thereof as you shall think proper—

I have sent the Barge to you with this, and most sincerely wish, you would come
Down as soon as Convenient—I should have wrote you before, but I thought this
movement only to drive off some Cattle &c I am [&c.]

Israel Putnam
Peeks Kill Octe- 4t {1777]
8 oClock in the Evening—

L, NN, Emmet Collection. Addressed: “His Excellency Gov" Clinton.”
1. H.M. frigates Tartarand Mercury.
2. H.M. brig Diligent and galleys Dependence and Spitfire.
3. H.ML.S. Preston.
4. H.M. galley Crane, tender Hotham and a number of transports.

COLONEL HENRY LUDINTON TO MAJOR GENERAL ISRAEL PUTNAM

[Extract]
Honoured sir )

in haste I am to acquaint you that the [enemy] Came up Last night with 2 fregets
and five or six Ship[s] ' also and tenders and about 40 flat Botomed Boats and Landed
about 3 thousand men under the Command of governer tryon They amediately
took the haights above tarry town and from thence kept the Haights until they thought
they had goot above our party But Luckily we had goot above them and peraed at
m’ youngses where we thought Best to move towards them where we in open vew of
them and found them to be vastly superiour to us in numbers and moved of{f] to
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Rights mills Having no asestance more than our Littel partey Belonging to our Reg-
iment I found on our Retreat Before we goot Back to younges they had Sent for-
ward a flag But found that was in vew of trappaning us as they had flanking parties
who we descovered in order to Soround us  But after Chasing the Regment I Rode
Back and met the flag within a quater of a mile of their main Body The purport of
his arrend was that governer Tryon Had Sent him to acquaint me that if we would
give up our arms and Submit they would Show us mersy or otherways they were de-
termined to take us and Strip the Contre Sent in answer that as Long as we had a
man alive I was determined to apose them and they might Come on as so[o]n as they
pleased we have not Losta man and the Last move of the Enemy was from youngses
towards the plains?. ... : ’
Henry Ludinton ?
3 oclock october 4 1777

at Rites mills

PS I Believe the inhabitants are intirely Stript where they goe.

L, MiD, Israel Putnam Correspondence, 1777-1792. Addressed: “upon the publick Service/To/The
Honarable Major/general Isarael Putnam/at Peekskill /P one of the Light horse.”

1. H.M. frigates Tartar and Mercury, brig Diligent and galleys Dependence and Spitfire with a number of
transports.

2. White Plains,

3. Col., New York Militia.

BRIGADIER GENERAL JAMES CLINTON TO GOVERNOR GEORGE CLINTON

Dear Brother. Fort Montgomery 4th October 1777.

By Capt. Lieut. Gano! of the Artillery who has just come from Peeks Kill[,] he
informs me that the Enemy are Landed at Terry Town, that they have several Trans-
ports, & some men of Warr, with a [Number] of flat Bottom’d Boats, & that the in-
habitants at Peeks Kill are all moving away, and are in the Utmost Confusion[—]I
have had no Account from Genl. Putnam. I am informed he is gone Down towards
Kings Ferry to reconiter &c. Our Gallies 2 & Privateer Sloop? has not yet come up—
neither has there been any Alarm Guns Fired, tho’ there has been about 8 or 10 Can-
non heard below—there is very few of the Militia yet come Down. I Can’t tell you the
number as [ have had no Returns from them as Yet—there has no Field Officers come
down with any of the Regim’ts Except Major DuBois* of [Col> Hasbroucks Reg"] ®
which are at Fort Constitution. I have waited some time thinking I might have an Ex-
press from Genl. Putnam with a more Certain Account—but as [ have Receiv’d none;
I think it my duty to give you the Earliest notice Possible. Upon the Enemies Ap-
proach, You may Expect to hear the Alarm Guns fired here. I am [&c.]

James Clinton.

Public Papers of George Clinton 2: 360-361, no. 805. Addressed in original manuscript: “To his Excellency
Geo. Clinton Esq®/Gov* of the State of New-York.” The words in brackets are from the charred original,
N-Ar, George Clinton Papers, box 8, doc. 805.

. Capt. Lt. Daniel Gano, 2nd Continental Artillery.

. Continental Army galleys Lady Washington and Shark.

. New York privateer sloop Camden (10 guns).

. Maj. Zachariah Du Bois, New York Militia.

. Col. Abraham Hasbrouck, New York Militia.

Ot s 00 N =
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JourNaL OF H.M. GALLEY DEPENDENCE, LIEUTENANT JAMES CLARK

Oct 1777 Tarry Town East 4 of aMile  the Upper Mills NNE 3 Cables
Saturday 4 Lengths
at 1 AM Arrived here 42 flat Boats with Troops on Board them
at5 AM the TartarMade the Signal for the Troops to Land  fired
4 twenty four Pd™ Round Shot to Cover the Troops Lands  d~>
Landed with Only the Loss of One Man
Tarry Town East % of aMile  the upper Mills NNE 3 Cables
Lengths
Fresh Breezes and hazy Weath® at 5 P.M. Anch® here H. M* Ship
Preston and a Fleet of Transports  at 9 PM Weigh’d and came to
sail in Comp? H. Majes* Ships Tartar, Mercury, Dilligent Brig and
the Spitfireand Crane Gallies, at 11 PM. Anch?® $ Signal with the
Best Bower in 6 F™  Tallards Point! EbS 1 Mile

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/4159.
1: Tellers Point on Croton Point.

JOURNAL OF H.M.S. MERCURY, CAPTAIN JAMES MONTAGU

October 1777 At an Anchor off Spiken-devel Creek
Friday 3 [AM] received on board Wood and Water.
At an Anchor off Spiken-devel Creek
d> Weather [Little Wind and Cloudy] at 8 PM. got under Sail in
Company with the Tartarand Galley’s!
Saturday 4 at2 AM. Anchor’d off Tarry-Town  at 6 the Flat Boats came up and
landed the Troops at 9 Sent the Boats on Shore with 20 Marines.
At an Anchor off Tarry Town up Hudson River
Moderate and Cloudy at 1 PM. Came up and Anchor’d here the
Preston Commodore Hotham with 11 Sail of Transports and a
number of small Craft at9 Came to Sail up the River with the
Tartar & Galley’s at 12 Anchor’d off Tallow’s Point 2

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/600.
1. H.M. galleys Dependence and Spitfire.
2. Tellers Point on Croton Point.

JourNAaL oF H.M.S. ExPERIMENT, CAPTAIN SIR JAMES WALLACE

Octr 1777 Moored off New York—
Saturday 4* AM at 8 His Majestys Ship Preston Weighed Anchor, as did 2 Num-
ber of Transports with Troops. and Went up the North River. at
9 Rec* onboard, fresh Beef, Ships Company Emp? Scraping
the Sides, our Barge & Cutter up the North River with our Cap-
tain! & a Lieutenant,? to assist the Flatt Bottom’d Boats—
Moored off New York—
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First Part Moderate and fair, Middle Calm Latter light Airs, PM
Emp? Scraping Taring & Varnishing the Sides, Longb" watering,

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/331, 101-2.
1. Captain Wallace was placed in command of the advanced squadron of armed vessels and galleys.
2. Lt Sylverius Moriarty, third lieutenant.

JOURNAL OF H.M.S. PRESTON, CAPTAIN SAMUEL UPPLEBY

October [1777] Moored off New York

Saturday 4 AM Anchord here the Le Despencer packet from England At 8
AM Weighd and Came to Sail In Comp?¥ the Crane Galley Hotham
Tender & several Transports ran up the N°River At 11 passed
the Cheveau de frize work’d the Ventulator

Up the North River—

Little Wind and hazey Wea® At 4 PM Anchd with the Bt B* in 7 fath
off Tarry Town and Veerd to /s of a Cable found riding here H:
M: Ships Tartar and Mercury w- the Galleys! ) past 4 Anchord
the Hothamand Tenders  At5 Made the Sign! for the Dependance
Galley to join the Fleet with a Gun % past repeated it At 9 the
Frigates Galleys &< saild further up ’

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/720.
1. H.M. galleys Dependence and Spitfire.

JOURNAL OF H.M.S. PEARL, CAPTAIN JOHN LINZEE

October ' Billingsfort. East 3 or 4 Miles.
Saturday 4 At 9 AM our Sig! was made for a Petty Officer. At 10 all the Mas-
ters & Pilots in the Squadron were sent with two Boats from each
Ship to remove the Chiveaux de frize, which they did about a /%
a Cable’s length in shore & broke our Hawsers in purchasing
them.
de .
Mod®© & fine W= At 3 PM two of the Enemies Galleys came down
and lay in shore & fired several Guns at the Dunmore Brigg. At 6
all the Boats in the Squadron were employd embarking part of
the 10% and 424 Reg® at 8 heard the report of several Guns &
saw a number of lights up the River.

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/675.
MASTER’S JOURNAL OF H.M.S. ROEBUCK, CAPTAIN ANDREW S. HAMOND
Oct* 1777 Tinnicum Isl¢ NWbN % aMile

Saturday 4 AM sent the Boats to Assist in moving the Cheveaux du freeze.
fine weather—
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Do.
Light Breezes and fair weather PM two Galleys and some Gun
Boats came through the Creek ! within Hog Island, and fired upon
the Tenders and Boats at a great distance  at 8 sent the Boats to
Embark Troops from Billingp*

D, UKLPR, Adm. 52/1964.
1. Thatis, the Tinicum or western channel of the Delaware River.

JoUuRrNAL oF H.M.S. EMERALD, CAPTAIN BENJAMIN CALDWELL

October 77 In Hampton Road
Saturday 4 at 8 AM the Phenix made a Signal for all Boats Manned and
Armed, some Row Galleys ! being in sight.
In Hampton Road

Light breezes and fine Wea" sent uthe Barge in Chace of a Boat;
at4 PM saw the Boat run on Shore, made the Signal for the Barge
to return.

‘
D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/3811.

1. Virginia Navy galleys (including the galley Hero, Capt. Philip Chamberlayne) and the armed boats
Liberty, Capt. James Barron, and Patriot, Capt. Richard Barron, were stationed at Hampton, Va. Other Vir-
ginia Navy galleys were stationed to guard the entrance to the York River. For further details on the sta-
tioning of Virginia Navy vessels see Joseph A. Goldenberg and Marion West Stoer, “The Virginia State
Navy,” in Chesapeake Bay in the American Revolution, edited by Ernest McNeill Eller (Centreville, Md.: Tide-
water Publishers, 1981), p. 199.

October 5 (Sunday)

JourNAL OF H.M.S. TRITON, CAPTAIN SKEFFINGTON LUTWIDGE

October 1777 At Anchor in Chaleur Bay D¢ [Paspbeack] Point N /2 W
Sunday 5™ 3 or 4 Miles
at 9 AM fired a Shot to bring too a Sloop on the N° Shore and
gave Chace. Punished How® Baldwin (a Mrine) at the Ganway
for Disobedience to the Corporal.
Cape Anne ENE 6 or 7 Leagues
Fresh Gales and Cloudy Latter part more Mod*at 1 PM brought
too and spoke the Maryarmed Sloop, dispatched from Cap" Pear-
son ! of the Garland at Quebec, with a Letter dated the 23¢ Sept®
requiring me to repair thither with the Triton. at 2 made sail ~ at
4 set stearing Sails. % past 7 in Stearing Sails. at 8 Bonaventure Is-
land NWBN 5 or 6 Miles

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/1013.
1. Capt. Richard Pearson.
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GOVERNOR GEORGE CLINTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
AND THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY OF NEW YORK

Sir. Fort Montgomerie 3 OClock P:M: Oct® 5t 1777—

I wrote you this Morning from my own House inclosing Copies of Letters which
I had received from General Putnam and James Clinton containing the only Ac-
counts I had then received of the Enemy’s Movements in this Quarter—Their Fleet
consists of 56 Sail great & Small—They have a Number of Flat Bottomed Boats with
them and now lay under Sail off Kings Ferry, where, or rather between that and Peeks
Kill, they have landed a Body of Troops how many I can’t learn—There was a con-
siderable Cannonade from their Shipping while landing. I have ordered the Militia
of the two Regiments of Ulster and those of Orange on the North Side of the Moun-
tains to strengthen this Post and the Passes on this side of the River.

Yesterday a Body of the Enemy who either landed at Tarry Town or marched up
from Kings Bridge, approached Col> Luddington’' near White Plains where he lay
with about 500 Men and sent a Flagg demanding him to surrender with his Party in
very menacing Terms & in the mean time were endeavouring to surround him. The
Col° observing this ordered his Men to retreat and received the Flagg himself and
so disappointed them. I have not been able to collect any further Particulars but have
Reason to believe the Enemy pretty formidable. I am [&c.]

Geo. Clinton

Cap* Piercy this Moment arrived, he says the Enemy Landed a party of light
Horse at Kings Ferry on the West side of the River and obliged him to quit his Post
with the Loss of one Man—The Enemy have 12 Ships 2 Briggs a number of smaller
Vessels & 44 flat Bottom Boats loaded with Men—he says the Enemy landed on the
East Side 18 Boats full of Troops & a number more were coming up. The first Ship
just now comes in Sight at Point of Donderbergh firing away at a row Boat I sent to
Peeks Kill; they cant catch her. Capt Pierce had but 12 Men with him—excuse haste

Copy, NHi, Horatio Gates Papers. Addressed: “To the Presid® of the Senate/& Speaker of the Assembly/for
the State of New York.” Docketed: “Copy of a Letter from/Gov Clinton to The/President of The Coun-
cil/of N. York—dated Fort/Montgomery 3 oClock P./M.—Octo™ 5% 1777.”

1. Col. Henry Ludinton (Luddington), New York Militia.

MaJoR THOMAS MOFFAT TO BRIGADIER GENERAL JAMES CLINTON

[Extract]
S'r, Ramapough Clove ! 5th Oct’r 1777.
As the Enemy are in Motion & their destination as yet unknown to me, T thout
prudent having an Opportunity P’ Col. Livingston ? to advise you of my Strength at
this post which with the reinforcement I have received from Col. Hathorn’s ® Regi-
ment amounts to scarce Two Hundred Men Officers included. Major Wisner* who
is with the last detachment says they are not all in that he Expects but if they were I
am affraid they would be insufficient in case of an Attack as many of their Arms are
poor and We are scarce of flints having none but what are in Use and many of them
bad; should have sent to you for some to day but was disappointed in geting a Horse
timeously if you have any Horse men to Spare should be glad you would send me
some by one of them.
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The last Account I had of the Enemy was that they were in Haverstraw Bay Stand-
ing up the River, their Van near Stony Point and that their fleet consisted of 9 Top-
sail Vessels a Number of Sloops, Gallies &c.® with about 50 flat Bottomed Boats and
appeared to have a considerable Number of Troops on Board. . . .

Thomas Moffat Major.

Public Papers of George Clinton 2: 365-67, no. 811. Addressed in the original: “On Publick Service/To/Brig®
Gen' James Clinton/Fort Montgomery/# Coll/Livingston.” N-Ar, George Clinton Papers, box 8, no. 811.
1. Near Sydman’s Bridge which connected Forts Clinton and Montgomery.
2. Lt. Col. Richard Livingston.
3. Col. John Hathorn, New York Militia.
4. Maj. Henry Wisner, New York Militia.

5. H.M.S. Preston, frigates Tartar and Mercury, brig Diligent, sloop tender Hotham and galleys Crane,
Dependence, and Spitfire with a number of transports. ’

JournaL oF H.M.S. MERCURY, CAPTAIN JAMES MONTAGU

October 1777 At an Anchor off Tarry Town up Hudson River

Sunday 5 at 7 AM Weigh’d and Came to Sail up the River at 10 Anchor’d
again at 11 the Preston and Transports Anchor’d near us, at
Noon the Flat Boats landed some of the Troops on Plank Point'!

At an Anchor off Plank Point

d> W= [Moderate and Cloudy] at 2 PM Anchor’d nearer Plank
Point with the Fleet at b the Flat Boats landed the remainder
of the Troops on Stoney Point  at 8 Weigh’d & Came to Sail up
the River at 9 Anchor’d off Dunderberrick Hill,? the Galley’s ?
about 2 Miles a head of us

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/600.
1. Verplanck Point.
2. Dunderberg Mountain.
3. H.M. galleys Crane, Dependence and Spitfire.

JOURNAL OF H.M. GALLEY DEPENDENCE, LIEUTENANT JAMES CLARK

Octr 1777 Tarry Town East % of aMile the Upper Mills NNE 3 Cables
Sunday 5 Lengths
at11 A.M. Anch? with the best Bower in 10 F™ Water Planks Point
EbS off shore 2 Cables Lengths in Comp®* the Diligent Brig Spit-
fireand Crane Gallies at Noon the Troops Landed on Verplanks
Point without any Opposition
Planks Point EbS 2 Cables Lengths
Mod® and fair Weath® these 24 Hours at 1 PM. Weigh’d # Sign*
in Comp* His Majesties Brigg Diligent Spitfire and Crane Gallies
and HothamSloop at 2 P.M. Anch® # signal with the best Bower
in 8 F™ Water in Comp* as before Lents Cove south 3 Cables
Lengths Peeks Kill NE 14 Miles  at 3 Discover’d a Party of Re-
bles Braks down the Brigg on Lents Creek fired 4 twenty four
Pd™ round shot. at % past 3 PM Weigh’d # Signal and gave Chase



5 OCTOBER 1777 43

to 5 Whale Boats  at 4 they perceiv’d us to Come up with them
theyrunonshore stood Close in Afterthem D sentour Boats
Man’d and Arm’d to bring them Off fired 14 twenty four
Pound® with round and Canister to Cover the Boats  at % past4
P.M. the Boats ret® hav& brote off 3 of the Reble Boats and De-
stroyd 3 More at 6 PM Anch® with the best Bower in 7 F™ Water
Verplanks Point East 1 Cables Length

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/4159.

JOURNAL oF H.M. BRIG DILIGENT, LIEUTENANT THOMAS FARNHAM

Octr 1777 Tarry Town EbS 1/ Mile Dist
Saturday 4 at 6 AM weighd and ran up to haverstraw Bay in Ce the Gallys 2
[Sunday 5]* and Armed Sloop Hotham. at 10 D° H M Ships Tartar & Mercury

with the transports, Flatt Boats &c Joind Us. at Noon Weighd and
Made Sail in C° as Above

Plancks point?® NE 2 Miles Dist

Ditto Weather [Mod* and fair Wr]

Kings Ferry West /: Mile Dist
at % past 1 [PM] Came too off Kings Ferry as did the Gallys to
Cover the Landing of the troops from the Flatt Boats at1 P.M
weighd and made sail the sloop & Gallys in Co & stood Up the
River at 3 D° Came too Small Bower off Peeks Kill. fired 14 three
pounders Shotted at some Armed Rebells at 5 PM weighd and
Made sailin C°as above at8 D° Came too of[ f] Kings ferry with
small Bower in 8 f™ in Ce as before.

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/4163.
1. Diligent's Journal, which was one day behind, was corrected on this day at 1 P.M.
2. H.M. galleys Crane, Dependence, and Spitfire.
3. Verplanck Point.

CoLoNEL A. HAWKES HAY TO GEORGE WASHINGTON

Sunday 4 O’Clock P.M. Haverstraw October 5™ 1777—
Sir. :
I think it my Duty to inform you, that Yesterday the Enemy’s Fleet consisting of four
large Ships of War ! a Considerable Number of Armed Vessels 2 and Eight Transports with
forty flatt Bottom Boats came up as far as Tarry Town, this Morning they came up into
the Bay opposite this Place and are now landing their Troops at Verplank’s Point, no Op-
position has yet been made on our Part, the Shipping are at Anchor below the Point.—
I'have called out the Militia but as we are but a handfull of Men, I thought proper
to imploy them in driving off the Stock & watching the Motions of the Enemy which
is all I can do till Supports arrive but I know not to what Quarter to send for Assis-
tance unless the Jersey Militia could be sent forward from the Eastern part of that
State.—I am [&c.]
A Hawkes Hay?
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L, DLC, George Washington Pdpers Series 4. Addressed: “On Public Service./To/His Excellency/ George
Washington Esq/Commander in Chief of the American Army/ Head Quarters/# Express.” Docketed:
“Col* Hawks Hay/5 Oct 1777.”

1. H.M.S. Preston, frigates Tartar and Mercury and brig Dzlzgent.
2. H.M. sloop tender Hotham and galleys Crane, Dependence and Spitfere.
3. Colonel, New York Militia.

MaSTER’S JOURNAL OF H.M. BRIG HALIFAX, LIEUTENANT WILLIAM QUARME

Oct= 1777 Oyster Bay [ Long Island]

Sunday 5 AM at 6 Saw the Tender! to the NW in Chace of 4 Rebel wale
boats Weighd and Came to Sail the Rebel wale boats gotin to
Horseneck Harbr  the Tender stood to the Westw® after a Sloop
Weighd and Came to Sail at Noon Anchor’d w’ the Sm!' Br off
Hog Island The Bluff SSW 3 Miles

Do [at anchor] off Hog Island The Bluff SSW 3 Miles

In 1*and Middle parts Light Airs Inclinable to Calm Latter Lit-
tle Wind & fair PM at 4 a boat came off from Long Island w’
Charles Stand Seaman belonging to the Tender who had his face
much burntw’ powder by one of the Guns onbd the Tender. found
the Tender had Run in Chace and Firing at some Rebel wale
boats? at 8 Weighd and stood to the Westw®  at9 Anchord off
Hampsted bay in 7

D, UKLPR, Adm. 52/1775.

1. Clinton.

2. The next morning the Clinton tender rejoined Halifax with a sloop she had retaken from the four
whaleboats after running her on shore. Master’s Journal of H.M. brig Halifax, UKLPR, Adm. 52/1775.

JourNAL OF H.M.S. PEARL, CAPTAIN JOHN LINZEE

October d° {Billingsfort. East 3 or 4 Miles.]

Sunday 5 At5 AM Weigh’d # Sig" the Roebuck in company, the boats ahead
towing us down the River. At 7 the Roebuck got aground, we at the
same time Anch® with the S: Bowerin 3%z f™ Carried the Kedge
Anchor out & hove the Ship into deeper water. Chester WbS dis*
3 Miles At 9 the Sig" was made to Land the Troops. At 10 the
Roebuck got off & made the Sig' to Weigh which we did & found
the Anchor Stock broke.

~ Chester WbS 3 Miles
D Weather. [Modt® & fine]  At1PM Anch® # Sig* with the Sheet
Anchor in 5 ™ & veer’d to % a Cable Billingsfort E1/2S dis' 3 or
4 Miles. The Roebuck, Liverpool, Camilla & two Victuallers in com-
pany. At4 the Sig'was made on board the Roebuckfor all Lieutenants.
Sent 17 Marines on shore to reinforce Billingsfort At 5 Weigh’d,
dropt in our Station the Fort bearing East 4 Miles. Row’d Guard.

D, UKLPR, Adm. 52/1775.
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WILLIAM PEERY TO MAJOR GENERAL CAESAR RODNEY

Sir Lewes Oct 5 1777
This morning 36 Sail of the Enemies Ships went past this Town up the Bay,' and
this Evening 41 more were seen from the light House Standing in for the Cape,? and
while Writing being Nine oClock, find by the lights in the Bay and firing Signal Guns,

they have Anchor’d in our Road, I hope they also will pass by without Visiting us
On the appearance of the Fleet last evening all the Boats along Lewes Creek were
brought up to the Fort and a Centinel placed over them to prevent any person going
off to the Ships, but notwithstanding this precaution, Abraham Wiltbank, his Son
Jacob, and Luke Shields Jun®, went on Board the Fleet, they had taken a small Boat a
Cross the Creek 