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SECTION 1
INTRODUCTION

1.1 PURPOSE

The purpose of the document is to conceptualize the rendezvous (RNDZ)
mission phase and to define the techniques and procedures required to
perform the Orbiter/target vehicle RNDZ and proximity operations (PROX OPS)
The use of this document is to serve as a source of procedures and flight
techniques information for flight data file (PDF) development, and to
provide rationale and background for all RNDZ operators (flight crew,
Mission Control Center (MCC), mission design, payload reps, etc.)*

This book represents an attempt to distill and organize the accumulated
wisdom of the RNDZ procedures group, the rendezvous analysis groups in
navigation (NAV), systems, guidance, flight dynamics, pointing, and other
specialists, along with the experience accumulated by flight crews in the
1983-1985 period.

The various possible user entry points are shown in figure 1-1, along
the logic flow and interrelationships of the different sections.

with

Orientation Specific
systems

functions

Flight procedures
J I Specific ^Advance*

systems fclannlrj
procedures * -*•*

Flight
procedures

Cue cards

Failures

8r;akout

10319*00}

Figure 1-1.- Handbook entry points and interrelationships
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1.2 APPROACH

This handbook consists of sections on background principles, on tools and
techniques, on actual procedures and rationale, and on considerations
relevant to future RNDZ missions. Depending on the needs and background of
the user, it can be entered at several points. It can serve as a
summary/review, as a reference, as a menu of existing procedures, as a guide
for defining novel procedures; above all, it is meant to be useful to the
spaceflight operations community as a whole.

1.3 STS-UNIQUE FEATURES

Significant changes in vehicle systems and RNOZ mission design have occurred
since the RNOZ missions during Gemini, Apollo, and SkyTab (1965-1975).
These changes required a deliberate and careful reappraisal of all phases of
orbital RNDZ as the Space Transportation System (STS) accomplishes it. Some
of these changes are:

A. Targets (TGT's) no longer have transponders, which used to allow ranging
at 300 n. mi. The passive "skin track" radar mode only acquires at a
range of 10 to 15 n. mi. No target-mounted transponders are currently
manifested.

B. The variety of potential RNOZ TGT's and mission scenarios has greatly
expanded. For example, the STS is the first NASA program capable of
rendezvous with debris.

C. Optical sighting techniques have changed. Rather than direct crew
sighting through a wide-angle optical system, an automatic star tracker
(ST) is provided - but this requires accurate Orbiter pointing to work.
Manual pointing is possible through the crewman optical alignment sight
(COAS).

0. The arrangement of the Orbiter reaction control system (RCS) thrusters
was dictated by aerodynamic concerns (Apollo command service module
(CSM) RCS quads were aligned purely on a geometric basis) which results
in significant axis cross-coupling and unwanted translation effects from
attitude maneuvers (MNVR's) (the verniers are worse offenders than the
primaries). This impacts accuracy of state vector (SV) propagation and
of crew control during PROX OPS.

E. The ground tracking coverage has changed. There is going to be voice
and telemetry (TM) contact throughout most of the orbit via the Tracking
and Data Relay Satellite System (TDRSS). Tracking coverage for ground
navigation is a mixture of three different systems: the S-band Doppler
sites of the Ground Spacecraft Tracking and Data Network (GSTON), the C-
band skin-track sites of the Department of Defense (DoD), and Tracking
and Data Relay Satellite (TORS). For secure missions, the GSTDN is
replaced by the DoD's Remote Tracking Station (RTS) S-band sites.
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F. Although redundancy exists in Orbiter systems such as data processing
system (DPS), inertial measurement units (IMU's), etc., many RNOZ NAV
sensors are single string.

1.4 REFERENCES

Attitude and Pointing Flight Procedures Handbook (damjai'j 1002)
Vol XIV Payload Accommodations Document (JSC 07700)
RNDZ 2102 Rendezvous/Proximity Operations Workbook
Rendezvous Navigation Sensor Characteristics Review, MPAD, February 1985,
JSC-20355.

1.5 ABBREVIATIONS/ACRONYMS

A/G air to ground
ACQ acquisition
ACS attitude control system
ADI attitude direction indicator
AIF auto/inhibit/force switch (SPEC 33)
AOS acquisition of signal
APU auxiliary power unit
ARCS aft RCS
ATT DB attitude deadband
AUTO automatic
AVG G average G (acceleration)
AZ t azimuth to target
AZ-DOT (AZ) azimuth rate

BODY VECT body vector
BOS bright object sensor (star tracker)
bp barber pole (on a talkback)

CB constant bandwidth
CCTV closed circuit television
CCW counterclockwise
CDR commander (crewmember)
e.g. center of gravity
c.m. center of mass
CMO command
CNCL cancel
COAS crewman optical alignment sight
COMM communication
CR change request
CRT cathode ray tube
CSM command service module
CW clockwise
C-W Clohessy-WiItshire
CUR current telemetry vector
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0 dimension, as in "two-D meter"
DAP digital autopilot
DB deadband
deg/s degrees per second
OH differential height
D/N day/night
DELTA-V delta velocity
DoD Department of Defense
dps degrees per second
DPS data processing system
DR discrepancy report
AH delta height between target orbit and chaser
AV delta velocity
AT delta time
DTO detailed test objective

EE end effector (of RMS)
EL t elevation of target
EL-OOT (EL) elevation rate
ET elapsed time (also PET)
EVA extravehicular activity
EXEC execute

FD flight day
PDF flight data file
FDIR fault detection, identification, and reconfiguration
FDO flight dynamics officer
FLTR filtered (SV)
FDD Flight Operations Directorate (now MOD)
FOV field of view "*
fps feet per second
FRCS forward RCS
FSL Flight Simulation Laboratory
FSW flight software
ft feet
ft/s foot per second
fwd forward

g acceleration due to gravity
G&C guidance and control
GCIL ground control interface logic
GG gravity gradient stabilization
GNC guidance, navigation, and control
GPC general purpose computer
GPS general processing subsystem

global positioning system

H orbital height (above surface)
H-BAR angular momentum vector
HST Hubble Space Telescope
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I'CNECT
I-load
IMU
INRTL
IRT
ISF

kft
KITE
K-load

LDEF
LED
LEO
LOS
LOSA
LRU
LvlH

MC
MCC
MECO
MET
MM
MMU
MMU
MNVR
MOO
MPAD
mr
MS
mV

n, mi.
NAV
NC
NCC
NH
NLOS
NPC
NSR
NSTS

OH
01
QMS
OMV
OOP
OPS

inertial attitude hold
OMS-to-RCS interconnect
initial load (software)
inertial measurement unit
inertial
integrated rendezvous target
Industrial Space Facility

kilofeet (1000 feet)
kinetic isolation tether experiment
constant FSW I-load

Long Duration Exposure Facility
light emitting diode
low Earth orbit
line of sight
llne-of-sight angle
line replaceable unit; i.e., any "black box"
local vertical/local horizontal

midcourse correction maneuver
Mission Control Center (Houston)
main engine cutoff
mission elapsed time
major mode, software
Manned Maneuvering Unit
mass memory unit
maneuver
Mission Operations Directorate (formerly FOD)
Mission Planning and Analysis Division
milliradian
mission specialist (crewmember)
stellar magnitude

nautical miles
navigation
phasing maneuver ("C" for "catch-up")
corrective combination maneuver
height maneuver
normal to 1ine-of-sight
plane change maneuver
rendezvous coelliptic maneuver
National Space Transportation System (office)

overhead
operational increment (flight software release)
orbital maneuvering system
orbital maneuver vehicle
out of plane
operational sequence, software
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OPS-0 idle mode
ORB orbital
OTV orbital transfer vehicle

PAD preliminary advisory data
RAM Payload Assist Module
pb pushbutton
POP Plasma Diagnostic Package
PDRS payload deployment and retrieval system
PET phase elapsed time
PI plume impingement
PIR problem incident report (now called OR)
PL payload
PLB payload bay
PLBD payload bay doors
PIT pilot (crewmember)
PMG plasma motor generator
PNL panel
POCC Payload Operations Control Center
POP perpendicular to orbital plane
PRCS primary RCS
PREL preliminary
PROX OPS proximity operations phase
PS payload specialist
PTC passive thermal control

R _ range to target
R-BAR (R) radius vector axis
R-DOT (ft) range rate to target, (+) opening, (-) closing
RCS radar cross section
RCS reaction control system
RED radar enhancement device
REL relative
REL release (flight software)
REV revolution about Earth, usually about 90 minutes in LEO
rf radio frequency
RFPHB Rendezvous Flight Procedures Handbook
RHC rotational hand controller
RM redundancy management
RMS Remote Manipulator System
RNDZ rendezvous
ROT rotation
rpm revolutions per minute
RPY roll -pitch-yaw
RR rendezvous radar
RSS "root of sum of squares"

sec seconds
SEDS small expendable deployment system
SEP separation
SES Shuttle Engineering Simulator
SK stationkeeping

1-6



JSC-10589

SM
SMM
SMRM
SMS
SOR
SPARTAN

SPAS
SPEC
SQRT
SR
SRM
SS

STDN
STRK
STS
SUM
SV
SYS

t
tb
TBD
TBS
TORS
TM
TF
TGT
THC
THETA (B)
TI
Ti
TIG
TPS
TRK
TS
TSS
TSS-0
TSS-S
TVC
TVR
TWT

UNIV PTG
UP
UPP

V-BAR (V)
VEL
VERN

systems management
Solar Maximum Mission Satellite
Solar Max rescue mission (STS 41-C)
Shuttle mission simulator
stable orbit rendezvous
Shuttle Pointed Autonomous Research Tool for Astronomony
(a retrievable free-flier)
Shuttle pallet satellite
specialist display, flight software
square root
sunrise
solid rocket motor
sunset
Space Station
Spaceflight Tracking and Data Network
Star trackers (preferred)
Space Transportation System
summary
state vector
system

time
talkback
to be determined
to be supplied
Tracking and Data Relay Satellite
telemetry
terminal phase final
target
translation hand controller
elevation angle of target from Orbiter (local horizontal)
transition initiate maneuver (former acronym for Ti)
transition initiate maneuver
time of ignition
Thermal Protection System
tracking
target suppress (feature of star tracker)
tethered satellite system
TSS deployer mechanism
TSS satellite
thrust vector control
thrust vector roll
traveling wave tube (in K-band RR)

universal pointing
universal pointing
user parameter processing (in GPC's)

velocity
velocity vector axis
velocity
vernier
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VGO velocity to go
VRCS vernier RCS
VV velocity vector

X cross, as in "X-hair"
XLV X local vertical

Y Orbiter/target out-of-plane distance (kft)
Y-OOT Orbiter/target out-of-plane rate (fps)
YLV Y local vertical

ZLV Z local vertical
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SECTION 2
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

2.1 DEFINITION

A RNDZ, simply stated, is accomplished when two spacecraft, each in its own
orbit, are brought together by a series of systematic and separate MNVR's
designed to achieve a gentle meeting at a particular point in an orbit.

One of the two spacecraft is termed the target vehicle and is usually above
and ahead of the second spacecraft, which is normally called the chaser.
Traditionally the TGT vehicle has been launched first into an unchanging
orbit; then, RNDZ MNVR's are performed by the chaser vehicle. The launch
windows for the chaser vehicle are normally established so the orbital
insertion of the chaser is in the plane of the TGT vehicle, with allowance
for differential nodal regression due to initial altitude differences. Once
the orbits are coplanar, that is, having a wedge angle between them of 0°,
the RNDZ problem becomes two dimensional (altitude and downrange).

After orbit insertion, an orbit adjustment is made to affect the in-plane
phase angle between the two vehicles. The RNDZ profile is designed to
accommodate a wide range of phase angles at the in-plane launch point. From
orbital mechanics it is known that the angular rate of the chaser vehicle,
which is launched into a lower orbit, is greater than that of the higher
orbiting TGT vehicle. Thus, the chaser will begin to catch up and the phase
angle w i l l decrease. The exact catch-up rate depends on the size of the
relative orbits.

The chaser vehicle executes orbit shaping MNVR's, based on NAV data from
ground sensors and from a succession of on-board sensors. The final MNVR
segment of this sequence causes the trajectory of the chaser vehicle to
intercept the trajectory of the TGT vehicle. Several small MNVR's are
usually planned after this intercept MNVR to assure the chaser remains on an
intercept trajectory.

Once close to the TGT vehicle a series of braking MNVR's are performed to
prevent the chaser vehicle from flying by, or into, the TGT. Depending on
the type of TGT, these MNVR's may be done in close or out at some greater
range. Following the braking MNVR's, a stable condition relative to the TGT
vehicle (known as stationkeeping) is achieved. At this point, the RNOZ
phase is concluded and any further adjustments to the relative positions of
the two vehicles fall under the title PROX OPS phase.

PROX OPS can be defined intuitively as the operation of one orbiting
spacecraft in the vicinity of another. In more practical terms, it can be
defined as a mission phase during which various dynamic trajectory manage-
ment tasks are conducted manually by one of two coordinating satellites
while in the near vicinity of the other. More specifically the relative
position and rates are sufficiently stabilized and small (usually
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< 0.5 n. mi. and 1 ft/s) so as to preclude the requirement for rendezvous
(with all attendant navigation, targeting, and MNVR execution) in order to
restore proximity.

PROX OPS includes the traditional functions of statlonkeeping, transition
(flyaround), approach, and separation. But new functions have been added,
ranging from inspection, grappling, or Manned Maneuvering Unit (MMU) opera-
tions and retrieval, to various novel medium- and long-range stationkeeping
techniques required by STS payloads. Additionally, concerns related to
hardware (such as sensor performance, or RCS jet plume impingement),
software, and crew procedures are much more important with the STS than
previously with Apollo.

This section has presented a simplified explanation. The task of RNOZ and
stationkeeping with another orbiting vehicle can become quite complicated.
For this reason a standardized set of systematic MNVR's is designed to
accomplish the following:

• Maximize the probability of success.

• Achieve the RNDZ at a particular point in the orbit (dictated primarily
by lighting conditions) with a single fixed crew timeline, generated a
year before the flight.

• Accommodate all potential phasing conditions and requirements

• Optimize the use of crew time in orbit

• Minimize the amount of propellant used

• Optimize the use of onboard NAV sensor capabilities

These tasks break down intovfiyflJbasic components, each of which is to be
addressed in detail in this handbook. They are:

• Vehicle control

• NAV

• Targeting

• MNVR guidance

• Terminal phase manual trajectory control (including braking operations)

• PROX OPS

Different techniques are used to "control" the Orbiter trajectory during
RNDZ and PROX OPS. RNDZ operations utilize closed loop guidance, navi-
gation, and control to achieve a desired relative state. PROX OPS utilize
crew visual observations and piloting techniques (along with univer^rLi
pointing (UP) attitude control) to achieve a desired relative state.
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Navigation starts with ground tracking of both vehicles. When the relative
range decreases to several hundred miles, onboard relative NAV can be used.
Relative NAV involves the manner in which the various tracking sensors
(radar, STRK, and COAS) are operated with the goal of improving the accuracy
of the onboard relative state. After sufficient NAV data have been proces-
sed, the crew targets the required velocity correction for tbe-suMeqtient
RNDZ MNVR. This involves computation of a solution using the targeting
equations. After maneuvering to the burn attitude and making the other
necessary preparations, the crew initiates the MNVR at time of ignition
(TIG). RCS burns are executed manually with the translational hand
controller (THC). However, orbital maneuvering system (QMS) burn execution
is more automatic and only requires the crew to monitor the system and
guidance parameters on the cathode ray tube (CRT) display (and push the
execute key prior to TIG). Upon MNVR completion, the cycle repeats itself
with additional relative NAV. After the final post-Ti midcourse MNVR, the
crew can manually achieve stationkeeping by:

• Translating normal to the line of sight (LOS) to maintain an intercept
trajectory

• Translating (braking) along the LOS to achieve a velocity match

Other tasks which are not unique to RNDZ operations, but are performed
during this phase, should be noted. These include:

• Ground-targeted QMS burns

• IMU alignments

• Systems management

• Orbiter/MCC communications interface

Therefore, to ensure accurate NAV it is necessary to minimize IMU drift, and
an alignment is scheduled at the beginning and end of each day, and prior to
the rendezvous phase. Systems management is the ongoing function of
monitoring the non-guidance, navigation, and control(GNC)-related systems.
Communications between the MCC and the crew include uplinks (SV's,
accelerometer bias, gyro compensation), MCC MNVR voice pads, and burn status
reports.

2.2 CREW ASSIGNMENTS

Three crewmembers are normally sufficient to perform a RNOZ. Exact
allocation of crewmembers and of functions may be at the discretion of the
commander (CDR), but the following guidelines reflect experience and
analysis. Assignments of the previously defined tasks to the RNOZ crew-
members are based primarily on the crewmember's major areas of responsi-
bilities during other mission phases, timeline division of duties, and their
location in the crew station.
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One crewmember would assume the major responsibility for the flight control
system, which involves the targeting and execution of all translation and
attitude maneuvers (RCS and QMS). The duties include maneuver preparation,
guidance monitoring, and the execution of the Orbiter MNVR's required during
terminal phase braking operations. During periods of low flight control
activity, this crewmember handles the communications (COMM) with the MCC,
performs guidance, navigation, and control systems monitoring activities,
and assists the second RNDZ crewmember as required.

The main responsibility of additional RNDZ crewmembers during the RNDZ phase
could be the management of the NAV sensors and software. The first
crewmember's assistance, however, may be required for the data taking and
computation of any backup MNVR solutions. The IMU alignments are performed
by another crewmember as required during the non-NAV periods. Another RNDZ
crewmember also performs certain systems monitoring functions with primary
responsibility in the area of systems management (SM) related systems.

The division of duties between the RNOZ crewmembers is not exact and w i l l
require some overlap when dictated by the timeline.

With RMS operations added in, another crewmember becomes necessary at the
aft control station. Flight experience has shown that many extra foot-loop
restraints were required (including one on the aft wall so a crewmember
could "stand" there to work forward CRT's); further, careful attention is
needed to coordinate who goes where, and when.

2.3 REFERENCE SYSTEMS

2.3.1 Relative Motion Plots

The motion of a chaser satellite relative to a TGT satellite (in a nearly
circular orbit) can be viewed from several different reference frames.
Traditionally, orbits are viewed in a geocentric inertial frame. However,
for orbital RNDZ a TGT-centered curvilinear frame rotating at orbital rate
(thus maintaining local vertical/local horizontal (LVLH) orientation) is
much more convenient in terms of conceptualization. The following
paragraphs discuss chaser satellite orbits in both frames.

If the chaser is in a lower, circular orbit (fig. 2-1), its relative motion
will be a constant velocity path at a constant AH below the TGT. The
chaser overtakes and passes the TGT because of its greater orbital velocity.
The rule of thumb is: relative horizontal displacement (or downtrack growth
rate) is about 10 times the average AH per revolution about Earth (REV).
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2358. ART* 2

CHASES AT
TIME A

TARGET

CHASER AT
TIME A

GEOCENTRIC INERT IAL TARGET-CENTERED ROTATING

Figure 2-1.- Relative motion plot, circular orbits.

If the chaser is in an elliptical orbit below the TGT (fig. 2-2), it, of
course, is going faster at perigee and slower at apogee. Relative to the
TGT, the chaser moves more and more slowly the higher it gets, to the point
that at chaser apogee the TGT may actually be going faster (this makes the
relative motion plot of the chase^position appear to double back on itself
for a brief interval near apogee, when the TGT is actually outdistancing the
chaser).

TARGET AT TIME A

CHASER AT TIME A

TARGET

CHASER AT
TIME A

GEOCENTRIC I N E R T I A L TARGET-CENTERED ROTATING

2957. ARTiS

Figure 2-2.- Relative motion plot, elliptical chaser orbit.
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The next step Is for the elliptical orbit of the chaser to actually touch
the target orbit (fig. 2-3). The final approach trajectory is thus seen lo
be from below and ahead of the TGT. To match orbits, the chaser must then
raise its perigee to the TGT altitude by increasing its velocity (firing in
the direction of the flight path).

TARGET AT TIME A

GEOCENTRIC
INERT IAL

TARGET-CENTERED
ROTATING

(TARGET IN CIRCULAR ORBIT) 2956.ART,5

Figure 2-3.- Tangential orbits.

In practice, final approach trajectories utilize elliptical orbits which
cross that of the TGT (fig. 2-4). The chaser makes a final burn at apogee
(the Ti burn), so intercept occurs less than 360' later. This results in a
"hot" approach in which the chaser closes in on the target stationary
against a stellar (inertial) dark background, with a finite range rate at
intercept (thus, real-life dispersions will not have as great an effect on
the trajectory as they would in the case of a minimum-energy, Hohmann-type
transfer.) At this point the crew takes manual control, bleeds down the
range rate, and completes the rendezvous.
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TARGET AT
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TARGET— CENTERED
ROTATING 2933. ART. 4

Figure 2-4.- Intersecting orbits.

In figure 2-21, the relative motion plot of a Solar Maximum rescue mission
(SMRM)-type RNDZ shows examples of these above types of motion during
various mission phases.

2.3.2 Vector Definitions

The V-BAR is along the direction of circular satellite motion, positive
ahead. The R-BAR is the direction to the center of the Earth, positive is
down. The H-BAR, or angular momentum vector, completes the three
dimensional framework and points positive to the left (on posigrade orbits
this is north). Alternately, R is down, H is as in classical dynamics, and
V completes the orthogonal system. Note that for noncircular orbits, V-BAR
only aligns exactly with the dynamical velocity vector at apogee and
perigee; otherwise, it can be up to a few tenths of a degree off.

The XYZ coordinate nomenclature is also used for this local vertical frame.
X is along the V-BAR, Z is downward along the R-BAR, and Y completes the
righthand frame. The UVW framework is local vertical inertial, with
•HI = -R, V = V-BAR, and W completing the frame.

2.4 ORBITAL MECHANICS EFFECTS

The common-sense approach towards the laws of motion is based on everyday
experience combined with familiarity with Newton's Laws concerning action-
reaction and F = MA, etc. A thrust in a direction wil l cause motion in that
inertial direction, along a straight line and at a speed proportional to the
original thrust. Disturbing forces can slow down that motion or shift its
direction.

The laws of motion of two independent objects orbiting the Earth in close
proximity to each other, however, are not as well grounded in "common
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sense". Newton's Laws still apply, of course, but orbital mechanics effects
resulting from the inverse square force field often alter the "common sense"
results of simple directional thrusting when viewed in the target-centered
(non-inertial) rotating frame. Although the resulting relative motion is
not necessarily intuitive, it is predictable.

2.4.1 Relative Motion of Two Objects Orbiting in Proximity

This discussion uses a TGT-centered frame of reference, rotating at orbital
rate to stay level with the local horizontal plane (fig. 2-5). Imagine two
satellites flying formation in approximately circular low-Earth orbit (100-
300 n. mi altitude, period about 90 minutes) with parallel velocity vectors
in this frame and identical drag characteristics. One is the TGT and the
other (usually the Orbiter) is the chaser.

EARTH
CENTER

1223. ART,

Figure 2-5.- Target-centered frame (rotating at ORB rate)
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2.4.1.1 Above/Below (R-BAR (Radial) Displacement)

If the two objects are co-planar and are initially on the same R-BAR (radius
vector) at different altitudes and both are in stable circular orbits, they
w i l l drift apart at a constant horizontal rate due to the difference in
orbital velocities at these different altitudes (fig. 2-6). If the chaser
is above the target, it w i l l drift behind; if below, it will pull ahead. A
rule of thumb is that this horizontal displacement per REV is approximately
ten times the vertical difference (the analytical solution is 3u times the
separation).

Two objects are said to be in co-elliptic orbits if the orbits' apsides are
aligned and the difference in apogee height is the same as the difference in
perigee height. In terms of orbital parameters, ae = ae.

A H 4

CHASER 1

W I L L FALL BEHIND

TARGET

CHASER 2
WlLL PULL AHEAD

A H

SEPARATION RATE (PER REV) ** 10

1223.ART,

Figure 2-6.- Radial separation relative motion,
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2.4.1.2 Lateral (out of plane)

If the two objects are at the same altitude and velocity, but are not
coplanar, with their LOS perpendicular to their V-BAR (fig. 2-7), they w i l l
cross each other's path twice per orbit in a series of scissors maneuvers
(in a sinusoidal fashion). Starting at a given range (the maximum out-of-
plane separation), the position of the objects will coincide after a quarter
REV (about 22 minutes) and then be at the same distance apart, but on
opposite sides after 45 minutes (half a REV). At the completion of one full
90-minute REV they will again be at their original positions with their
original relative motion.

(This is not a stable formation!)

Figure 2-7.- Out-of-plane parallel motion (two views at max separation).

2.4.1.3 Ahead/Behind (V-BAR displacement)

If the objects are co-planar and at the same altitude and velocity (fig. 2-
8), they w i l l maintain their initial relative displacement and motion. That
is, they w i l l be in a stationary relative position.
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£ARTH
CENTER

tan. MTi

Figure 2-8.- Two satellites on V-BAR.

2.4.2 Effects of Maneuvers from a Stable Relative Position

Imagine the two co-orbiting objects in a stable formation, the chaser ahead
(that is, on the +V-BAR) of the TGT. Small AV's by the chaser can have
dramatic results. The following examples are based on a 1 ft/s pulse (e.g.,
a 5-second firing of two RCS jets); different impulse sizes can be scaled
linearly within a reasonable range. Altitude differences are reflected in
multiple values, one for 150 n. mi. and the other for 250 n. mi.

Note that since small burns perpendicular to the velocity vector do not
effectively alter the total velocity (and energy) of the satellite, they do
not change its orbital period. Hence, they lead to closed, repeating cycles
(with respect to a TGT-centered frame of reference) which return to the same
point every REV (it is a "periodic" displacement). In quantitative terms,
since the speed of the satellite is about 25,000 ft/s, a perpendicular burn
of about 10 ft/s gives a new speed only slightly different from the initial
value (actually, 25,000.002 ft/s).

However, burns which are parallel to the velocity vector alter the total
energy of the satellite, and in turn cause cumulative relative displacements
from the starting point, or "open" curves. This is called a "secular"
displacement.
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If a burn has components in different directions, the result can be approx-
imated by vector additions of the results of each component.

2.4.2.1 Ahead/Behind (V-BAR Burn)

Thrusting towards the TGT from ahead of it (retrograde thrust) w i l l cause
initial movement toward the TGT. However, orbital mechanics effects wi l l
then cause the chaser to begin dropping and slowing within 10 minutes (after
traveling about 300 feet in the desired direction while dropping the same
amount), and then start pulling away from the TGT (fig. 2-9). The same
maneuver toward the target, executed from behind the target, will cause the
chaser to initially approach, but then gain altitude and start falling
behind the TGT. Each REV, the chaser will be about an additional 17,000
feet further away from the target (without orbital mechanics effects, one
would expect to move about 5400 feet per REV in a direction toward the TGT).
The motion (in the "from behind" case) is due to the fact that the chaser is
now in an elliptical orbit approaching apogee, and hence slowing; that orbit
has a longer period than the original one, and therefore the chaser arrives
back at its starting point somewhat later.

Retrograde
AV = -1.0 fps

Orbit travel

Orbit Travel

I Target
centered

Pos1grade
AV * 1.0 fps

A: Apogee
P: Perigee

Orbit travel

3440/3585 ft

16200/16900 ft p

at 150/250 n.mt.

Figure 2-9.- V-BAR burn effects.

2-12



JSC-10589

2.4.2.2 Out Of Plane

Thrusting horizontally out of plane (OOP) will cause initial motion in the
desired direction, but that motion will slow and come to a halt after about
22 minutes (one quarter REV) (fig. 2-10). The chaser will have moved 900
feet off to the side (if there were no orbital mechanics effects, it would
have moved 1300 feet and still be moving). The chaser will then swing back
towards its initial position and pass through the position (with velocity
opposite to the starting value) 45 minutes (half a REV) after the maneuver.
The chaser then swings out to the other side the same amount and continues
the cycle indefinitely. Deviations in altitude and along V-BAR are
negligible. What has happened is that the orbit plane has been slightly
tilted (about 450 ft/s is required to tilt the plane 1°, which is equivalent
to a max separation of about 60 n. mi).

See section 2.9.2 for OOP control strategy.

S

/-̂  s^\. 1/2 fl EV 1 RCV 1 1/2 «CV 2 REV

Figure 2-10.- Impulse out of plane.

2.4.2.3 Radial (Up/Down)

Thrusting radially outwards (that is, away from the center of the Earth, or
"up") creates an initial vertical motion in the desired direction, but the
chaser then begins falling behind its original position while the upwards
motion slows and stops (fig. 2-11). A quarter REV (22 minutes) after the
impulse, it is about 900 feet higher (it would have been 1300 feet higher
and still moving, if it hadn't been for orbital mechanics effects) and about
1700 feet behind its original position, with all motion in the horizontal
direction. Drifting downwards as well as backwards, and 45 minutes (half a
REV) after maneuver execute, the chaser drops through its original altitude
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at a range of about 3500 feet from where it started. It then continues in
this "football" trajectory, dropping but moving forward, then rising and
resuming its original position after a full orbit. The motion then repeats,
subject to outside perturbations.

Thrusting radially inwards (downwards) creates the same-sized ''football11
orbit which first pulls ahead and then backwards in its 90-minute cycle.

Radially outward
AV » 1.0 fps

Orbit travel Orbit travel

Target
centered

A: Apogee
P: Perigee

860/890 ft

•3440/3560 ft

Radially Inward
AV = 1.0 fps

Orbit travel
Orbit travel

860/890 ft

3440/3560 ft

Target
centered

Figure 2-11.- R thrusting effects.

2.4.3 Use of Orbital Mechanics

For final approach to a TGT and
desirable to minimize RCS plume
forward reaction control system
"orbital mechanics" can be used
"free" RCS translation impulses

for subsequent stationkeeping, it may be
impingement on the TGT and to minimize
(FRCS) usage. In certain strategies,
to obtain braking effects, somewhat like

These useful effects are achieved by
actual RCS burns which can be designed to be orthogonal (at right angles) to
the chaser-target LOS. This avoids plume impingement, and if the burns can
be arranged to be +X Orbiter body axis, also avoids substantial FRCS usage.
See figure 2-12.
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Uf the following three techniques (orthogonal braking, R-BAR approach, and
V-BAR approach), only the last is normally used in STS operations. The
others may have important applications in future operations.

2.4.3.1 Orthogonal Braking

A technique called orthogonal braking uses +X axis braking. In order to
reduce the possibility of plume impingement on the TGT, the +X burns are
made perpendicular to the LOS to the TGT vehicle. In this technique,
orbital mechanics effects, supplemented by the +X jet firings, result in the
Orbiter braking with respect to the TGT (fig. 2-12). The braking scheme is
accomplished by placing the Orbiter in the TGT track mode, with the -Z axis
pointed toward the TGT. Trajectory analysis is done on the ground preflight
to determine the targeted points, with a specified time interval between
them (5 minutes or so). These positions and times for the braking maneuvers
are part of the flight software I-loads. This software is also used to
compute the magnitude of the thrust necessary to intercept the specified
offset position using only RCS firings perpendicular to the TGT LOS.

3000 zooo 1000 1000

OMITU DISTJUCI MOM. rr

Figure 2-12.- Orthogonal breaking.

2-15



JSC-10589

2.4.3.2 Motion Along Up The R-BAR

Orbital mechanics effects can provide an apparent braking force for an R-BAR
approach. This technique minimizes PRCS thrusting toward the TGT (theoreti-
cal ly zero).

The sequence in figure 2-13 illustrates a separation technique. Assume the
Orbiter is 1000 feet below the target with zero relative velocity (fig. 2-
13-A). If no crew action is taken, the Orbiter will begin moving down and
ahead because its orbital velocity is not sufficient to maintain an orbit
that is coelliptic (that is, has the same orientation of semi-major axis and
has the same AH at apogee and perigee) with the TGT (fig. 2-13-B). An LVLH
attitude hold mode is used to automatically maintain the Z axis parallel to
R-BAR (Orbiter X axis aligned with V-BAR) while the forward firing primary
reaction control system (PRCS) thrusters are used to null the forward
movement and maintain the Orbiter on R-BAR. The Orbiter accelerates
radially downward from the TGT (fig. 2-13-C).

1000 ft

Target

Initialize
with zero
relative rates

Orbital mechanics
effects cause rel ati ve
orbiter movement if
no pilot action is
taken

Orbiter, translating
to remain on R, will
move downward

Figure 2-13.- Orbital mechanics effects 1n separating.
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V-—r Q Target

1000 ft

Initialize with
relative rates

zero
B
Obtain closing rate

D

Correct for -V-BAR drift

Figure 2-14.- Orbital mechanics effects in braking.

Orbiter approaches to the target can be controlled in a similar manner. As
in figure 2-13-A, initialize the Orbiter on the R-BAR but this time with a
sufficient closing rate (see fig. 5-20). Orbital mechanics effects w i l l
then cause the Orbiter to move up in altitude and drift behind the target
(fig. 2-14-B). Then +X body axis burns are used to return to the R-BAR
while still rising. The Orbiter then maintains itself essentially on the
R-BAR, closing on the target with only subsequent +X burns as needed.

The R-BAR approach can also be considered in terms of the orbital parameters
of the two vehicles. The Orbiter is at apogee in an elliptical orbit in
figure 2-13-A. As it moves away from apogee, its altitude decreases and its
speed increases - hence, in figure 2-13-B, it will pull ahead of, and
further below the TGT which is in a circular orbit with constant velocity.
Thrusting retrograde (fig. 2-13-C) w i l l provide short-term counteraction to
the forward drift, but will make the tendency to drift down even worse. The
R-BAR closing approach dynamics are similar.

2.4.3.3 Approach Along The V-BAR

The V-8AR approach is initiated with a THC pulse directed toward the TGT
(aft RCS canting adds a component slightly above [below] the local
horizontal), if ahead of [behind] the target. If leading the TGT, this
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small AV component results in a trajectory which rises a small distance
above V-BAR before beginning to fall relative to the TGT. This normal AV
component is obtained from Orbiter translation cross-coupling from a -Z
acceleration (toward the TGT) into the +X axis (normal to V-BAR). If no
corrections were performed at the V-BAR crossing, the Orbiter would
eventually fall below V-BAR and move farther ahead of the TGT (dashed line
in fig. 2-15). This is because the AV applied was primarily a retrograde
burn which lowers the other side of the orbit. The reduced average orbit
altitude of the Orbiter causes a difference in orbital rates (i.e., Orbiter
traveling faster than target), and the Orbiter moves ahead of the TGT.
Therefore, to maintain a closing rate, the crew must thrust up (normal to
the TGT LOS) at each V-BAR crossing to produce a series of trajectory hops
until the capture distance is achieved. Note that because of RCS cross-
coupling, firing the Orbiter +X jets to maintain altitude also slows the
closing rate. (The thrusting up has the theoretical effect of reducing the
gravitational acceleration on the Orbiter, which allows it to maintain the
same altitude as the TGT at a lower velocity, resulting in the Orbiter being
overtaken by the target satellite.) To stabilize the Orbiter at a desired
range, RCS firings toward the TGT (acceleration away from the target) is
required in order to restore full circular orbital velocity to the Orbiter.

2.5 RENDEZVOUS PARAMETERS

Sensors are used by the crew during rendezvous to obtain information about
the relative position of the Orbiter with respect to the TGT. This
information is then utilized to determine translation corrections which may
be needed based on desired position. Some parameters can also be computed
by NAV or by manipulation of timed marks of other parameters.

The parameters used are range (R), range rate ("R-OOT"), elevation (EL),
azimuth (AZ), pitch inertial angle rate (EL-OOT), and roll inertial angle
rate (AZ-OOT).

2.5.1 Range

Ordinarily, R is considered to be the LOS distance between the Orbiter
center of mass (c.m.) and the TGT c.m. However, the reference point for the
raw data is not really the Orbiter c.m., but is the sensor itself and this
is noticeable during PROX OPS. (This offset is accounted for in GN&C FSW
for proper navigation.) The rendezvous radar (RR) (see section 3.3.4.2)
provides range from the TGT to the Ku-band antenna; the closed circuit
television (CCTV) tilt technique (section 3.3.5.3) provides distance from
TGT to the Orbiter structure (i.e., "clearance"); the angular size technique
(section 3.3.6) provides range to the visual sensor (CCTV or eyeball).
There can be both proportional (scale) and constant delta (offset) biases.
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2.5.2 Range Rate

R-DOT is the rate at which the range measurement is changing with respect to
time; positive is an opening rate, negative is a closing rate. This can be
observed directly by a sensor (e.g., RR) or computed using successive range
marks.

2.5.3 Elevation

2.5.3.1 Radar Elevation

The RR n u l l position is along the Orbiter -Z axis. The radar EL is then the
pitch position of the radar relative to its null position (±90"); positive
sense - antenna LOS motion toward the Orbiter nose, the +X axis (fig. 2-16).

2.5.3.2 COAS Elevation

COAS elevation is the vertical position (Orbiter X, Z plane), in degrees, of
the target position in the COAS field-of-view relative (FOV) to the Orbiter
-Z axis. This is assuming the COAS is aligned perfectly with the Orbiter -Z
axis. Whenever the Orbiter -Z axis is aligned parallel to the V-BAR, with
the Orbiter X axis in the TGT orbital plane, this angle provides an
indication of the ±X axis thrusting required to drive the Orbiter back to
the V-BAR. See section 3.3.3 for details.

2.5.3.3 STRK Elevation

See section 3.3.1 for -Z and -Y STRK angles.

2.5.4 Azimuth

2.5.4.1 Radar Azimuth

The AZ is the roll position of the radar relative to its null position
(±180°); positive sense - antenna LOS motion toward the Orbiter left wing,
or -Y axis (fig. 2-16).
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XINO FITCH AMO IIHO MOLL
OCCUM ALOCM1 TM« Z-AXIB

Figure 2-16.- Orbiter vehicle coordinate system and
Ku-band antenna slewing directions.

Radar EL and AZ are the target LOS angles which provide the crew with the
antenna position relative to the Orbiter -Z axis. Assuming radar TRK and
Orbiter attitude with -Z axis parallel to V-BAR, then EL and AZ provide an
indicator of Orbiter position relative to TGT V-BAR (since at close ranges
the TGT V-BAR and Orbiter V-BAR essentially coincide), and consequently the
thrusting direction required to drive back the TGT V-BAR. These angles are
useful primarily during the night side of the orbit, when the TGT is not
visible in the COAS.

2.5.4.2 COAS Azimuth

COAS azimuth is the horizontal position (Orbiter Y, Z plane), in degrees, of
the TGT position in the COAS FOV relative to the Orbiter -Z axis. This is
assuming the COAS is properly aligned. Whenever the -Z axis is aligned
parallel to the V-BAR with the Orbiter X axis in the TGT orbital plane, this
angle provides an indication of the ±Y axis thrusting required to drive the
Orbiter back to the V-BAR.

2.5.5 Elevation Rate

Elevation rate (EL-DOT) is the pitch inertial angle rate.
toward the *X Orbiter axis.

Positive sense is
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2.5.6 Azimuth Rate

Azimuth rate (AZ-DOT) is the roll inertial angle rate. Positive sense is
toward the -Y Orbiter axis.

EL-OOT and AZ-DOT are the components of the inertial angle rate of the
Orbiter-TGT LOS, transformed into the Orbiter X, Z and Y, Z body planes,
respectively.

2.6 TARGET VISIBILITY

Of great concern to naked-eye observation of a TGT is its illumination, its
position relative to the Sun, and its position relative to the horizon.

2.6.1 IIlumination

The portion of an orbit in which a TGT is lit by the Sun can range from
little more than a half all the way to total {100 percent). This is a
function of target altitude, inclination, and beta angle. Sunlit (passive)
illumination is critical for COAS and STRK observation.

2.6.2 Position Relative to the Sun

Looking toward the Sun makes observing a TGT very difficult, both from the
direct solar glare, the glare induced on the windows, and the fact that it
is the nonilluminated side of the TGT facing the observer. No observations
are generally planned when the TGT is within 20° of the Sun, but glare
conditions certainly exist even farther out.

Preferred operating relative positions (assuming low beta angle) are with
the Sun behind the observer, or off to the side of the observer-TGT line of
sight. For a situation with the Orbiter ahead of the TGT, this is satisfied
in the period between orbital sunrise and orbital noon; for an Orbiter
behind a TGT, the interval is approximately orbital noon to sunset. This
geometry is taken into account during operations planning.

It is also generally preferred that the TGT be a diffuse reflector rather
than a "shiny" specular reflector. Because diffuse reflection provides more
uniform reflection at all angles, there is less concern for loss of TGT
visual for certain TGT attitudes relative to the LOS. Specular reflection
is particularly obvious from solar panels tracking the Sun.

Terminal phase of the rendezvous profile is designed to optimize lighting
conditions. As seen in figure 2-17, the LOS to the Sun is kept far from the
target LOS.
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Figure 2-17.- Angle to sun during terminal phase (note: disregard
obsolete procedure at 800 feet).
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2.6.3 Position Relative to Horizon

The angle between the Orbiter-centered LVLH "horizontal" vector and the
Earth horizon is a function of Orbiter altitude. Because of the altitude of
the Orbiter, the Earth horizon lies significantly below the "horizontal"
vector. The amount of depression is shown in figure 2-18. This becomes
important during periods of attempted observation when the Orbiter is at a
higher altitude than the target. Both eyeball (including COAS) and
visibility are adversely affected near and below a sunlit horizon.
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Figure 2-18.- Horizon depression angle as a function of Orbital altitude.

2.7 OTHER FORCES

Several other forces affect the relative orbital motion of satellites. Both
atmospheric drag and Earth oblateness will affect satellites differently
depending mainly on their altitudes.

2.7.1 Differential Drag

Differential drag effects can produce unexpected relative motions or can b
utilized productively (particularly in gentle separation MNVR's). Typical
differential drag effects are shown in figures 2-19 A and B.

be

The atmospheric drag on
geometry, attitude, and
have some difference in

a satellite is a function of satellite size, mass
orbital altitude. Two nearby satellites usually
atmospheric drag. If the difference is small, it
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can be Ignored; If it is large, it can introduce separations of thousands of
feet per REV.

For differential drag effects, atmospheric density is the same for both
objects. Typically, since volume is proportional to the cube of radius
while area is proportional to the square of radius, and since decelleration
due to drag is proportional to area divided by mass (which is directly
related to volume for a constant mass density), then in general the larger
the body the less significant the drag effects if the density of the 2
vehicles is about the same. For non-symmetrical objects, attitude is also
important since the frontal area affects drag (e.g., the Orbiter in XLV Y-
POP has about three times the drag as the Orbiter in ZLV Y-POP).

For example, a i-meter diameter tracking sphere weighing 34 pounds would
pull ahead of the Orbiter by 3 miles per REV and drop about 1 mile per REV,
at 160 n. mi.; at 120 n. mi., it would pull ahead by 15 miles per REV while
dropping 4 miles. Figures 2-19 A and B show typical SPARTAN-class
differential drag effects.

Another example of how differential drag can cause motion which seems
contrary to "common sense" is a case involving a spacecraft which has very
low density particles (e.g., "snowflakes") separating from it. Drag will
quickly cause the particles to lose energy and fall into a lower orbit where
they will pick up speed and pull ahead of the spacecraft. An example of
this was MA-6 in 1962. From the spacecraft, ice particles appeared to be
accelerating away forward, which in one sense they were, because their drag
was greater than that of the spacecraft. Understandably, this was not
obvious at the time, and the motion of the particles (the "fireflies")
caused some bafflement.

2.7.2 Differential Nodal Regression Effects

The oblateness of the Earth causes the orbital plane of a satellite in
posigrade orbit to be displaced westward by several degrees per day. The
magnitude of this displacement is affected by orbital inclination and
altitude (orbits with steeper inclinations and/or higher altitudes are less
affected by the perturbing force of the oblate mass). See figure 2-20.

Through an equation derived from geophysics principles, the precession rate
(in degrees per day) can be calculated:

rate - -9.98 (cos i) (r/a)t3.5

where r = Earth radius
a = orbital semimajor axis

(assuming low eccentricity)
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Figure 2-20.- Plane shift due to equatorial bulge

Two near-coplanar orbits with different altitudes will have different nodal
rates, and hence a relative differential rate. The lower orbit will precess
faster relative to the higher orbit. These effects are small: at 28° and
about 150 n. mi., the differential rate is about 27 ft. per REV per 1000 ft.
of average altitude separation. This effect is accounted for in both ground
and onboard RNDZ targeting; this effect is small enough to be disregarded in
all RNDZ manual phase and PROX OPS maneuvering.

2.8 TYPES OF RENDEZVOUS MANEUVERS

Specific terminology has evolved which is applied to different types of
rendezvous maneuvers. The "N" preceding the maneuver type once referred to
the REV number of the maneuvers (orbits on which they were executed, counted
from the ascending node); subsequently it became a meaningless and redundant
designator. Note that the following descriptions pertain to the standard
STS stable orbit rendezvous (SOR) profile.

2.8.1 Generic NC. or Phase Ad.lust for "closing")

This is a horizontally executed MNVR targeted to obtain the desired offset
position from the target (phase angle) at a future time. It controls the X
axis curvilinear distance. It is a ground-targeted burn. There usually are
more than one such burn. The phasing maneuver (NC) burns typically adjust
catchup rate by adjustment of orbital period. They accommodate the phasing
at the actual time of launch.
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2.8.2 Generic NH. or Differential Height Adjust (HA)

This is a horizontally executed MNVR targeted to a differential height from
the TGT at some future time. It controls the Z axis distance. It is ground
targeted

2.8.3 Generic NPC, or Plane Change

This is an out-of-plane MNVR which places the chaser into the phantom plane
of the TGT. The phantom plane is the actual plane of the TGT offset by the
amount of differential nodal regression calculated to occur between the MNVR
and the desired inplane time. In addition, the MNVR must be located at a
common node between the chaser and phantom TGT planes. If the future time
to be inplane is not identified, the MNVR will place the chaser in the
actual plane of the target at the time of the MNVR. This burn controls the
Y axis distance. It is ground-targeted.

2.8.4 Generic NCC. or Corrective Combination

This is a Lambert-targeted MNVR to correct the chaser trajectory to achieve
a desired offset position from the target. It controls all axes. This MNVR
is a combination of three MNVR's: NC, NH, and NPC. It is ground targeted
and also targeted onboard with Orbiter sensor data.

Note that in general it is very advantageous to combine orbit adjust burns
and plane changes, since they are perpendicular to each other and the
resulting burn is an RSS combination, which is usually much more economical
than making each burn separately. However, this may not be possible if the
maneuver is to be located at an orbit apsis and a common node.

2.8.5 Generic NSR. or Coelliptlc

This is a MNVR targeted to put the chaser in an orbit coelliptic to the TGT.
Coelliptic is defined as a condition where there are coincident lines of
apsides and equal differential altitudes at both apogee and perigee. The
"SR" of "NSR" once stood for "Slow Rate."

2.8.6 Generic Ti. or Transition Initiation (TO

This is a Lambert-targeted MNVR which places the chaser on an Intercept
trajectory with the TGT. It occurs several minutes before noon. It is
targeted for 320° transfer, to achieve "hot" closing trajectory and maintain
good lighting for manual braking and proximity operations. Do not confuse
"Ti" with the "Tl" designation used 1n orbit targeting; their similarity is
an unfortunate coincidence.
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2.8.7 Generic HC. or Mldcourse

These are also Lambert-targeted maneuvers placing the chaser on an intercept
trajectory. Each midcourse MNVR corrects minor dispersions using more and
more accurate tracking data.

Note that in general, a midcourse will be made as it is realized that
intercept will not occur. If it is farther than expected, the Orbiter must
go faster, and this is done by entering a lower orbit, so the midcourse
direction is downwards; if the target is closer than expected, the Orbiter
must slow down by entering a higher orbit, and this is done by performing a
midcourse correction upwards. Other requirements are second-order effects.
Note that we are talking about only fractions of one complete revolution
from the actual midcourse maneuver point until final intercept; in the long-
term, such up and down burns do not, of course, alter the total orbital
period, but they can and do alter the speed of the chaser along portions of
each revolution.

2.8.8 Generic TF, or Transition Finalization

This is the second maneuver of the Lambert pair Ti - TF (or MC-TF). This
MNVR is designed to null the relative rates between the TGT and chaser at
the intercept point. It is not a guided MNVR executed by the crew.
However, the braking gates and the V-BAR stabilization burn cumulatively
approximate a "TF burn." The term "TF" does not appear in the actual FDF.

2.9 TYPICAL RENDEZVOUS

The RNDZ is performed by making MNVR's and sensor passes.

2.9.1 Maneuvers

A typical RNDZ plan involves a series of maneuvers of the types described
above. Figure 2-21 shows typical relative motion for a ground-up RNDZ
profile. A typical on-orbit RNDZ profile can be seen in figures 4-1, 4-2,
and 4-3.

The highest "humps" in the trajectory of the chaser represents the relative
apogee between the TGT and chaser vehicles; if the TGT is in a circular
orbit, this will also be the apogee of the chaser. The lowest "humps" in
the trajectory of the chaser represent the relative perigee between the TGT
and the chaser vehicles. If the TGT is in a circular orbit, this will also
be the perigee of the chaser.

From peak to peak is one revolution (from relative apogee to relative
apogee).

Phase angle and differential height (DH) are both noted on the figure.
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2.9.1.1 The Actual NC Maneuver(s)

Most RNDZ plans will contain several NC MNVR's, the first one being OMS-2.
Typically, the flight dynamics officer (FOO) will try to schedule at least
one NC MNVR per flight day. The reason for multiple NC MNVR's is that they
control the X axis (downtrack) distance; this is the direction that is
affected most by attitude maneuvers, water dumps, mis-modeled drag, and
propagation errors because of the secular effects. Radial and out-of-plane
disturbances induce periodic (cyclic) motion.

•o
The phasing profile has a great effect on the available launch window.

2.9.1.2 The Actual NH Maneuver(s)

Usually there is at least one NH maneuver in the RNOZ profile, that maneuver
controlling the relative distance to the target altitude. Some profiles
w i l l contain multiple NH maneuver^ if there are intermediate altitudes that
need to be achieved.

2.9.1.3 The Actual NSR Maneuver

There is usually only one NSR maneuver in the RNDZ profile, although there
could be more. It is desirable to go coelliptic with the target so that
future maneuvers may be initiated based on orbital lighting.

2.9.1.4 The Actual NPC Maneuver

There is typically one NPC maneuver in each RNDZ profile so that the Orbiter
will be inplane with the TGT at the desired time. This applies mostly to
ground up RNOZ plans, since its primary purpose is to remove ascent planar
dispersions.

Other than being executed at a common node, placement of the NPC maneuver is
completely arbitrary since it is designed to put the Orbiter inplane with
the TGT vehicle at Ti.

2.9.1.5 The Actual NCC Maneuver

There is only one NCC maneuver which is targeted with the onboard computers
after some sensor data has been obtained (it is also targeted on the
ground). It occurs 225° (about one hour) before Ti, and aims for a point
48,600 feet (8 n. mi) trailing and 1,200 feet above the V-BAR, inplane with
the TGT.
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2.9.1.6 The Actual Ti Maneuver

There is only one Ti TF combination to initiate transition to manual
phase. It begins three minutes before orbital noon, at a time determined by
the ground, and spans a 320° transfer to intercept. Current strategy places
this burn near orbiter apogee.

2.9.1.7 The Actual Midcourse Maneuver(s)

There can be up to four midcourse maneuvers. MCI is about 8 minutes before
sunset; MC2 is at a 28.5° elevation angle to the target and is targeted with
a 1251 transfer to target intercept. Wc3j4 fc&*J 6+ (& ftfe/iC&W*

2.9.1.8 The Actual TF Maneuver

This would theoretically occur about 10 minutes after MC4, but before that
point, the final orbit-matching burns are made manually based on range rate
and out-the-window LOS to target. A generic TF burn is not targeted or
performed.

2.9.2 Out of Plane Control Theory and Practice

There w i l l always be an initial planned planar separation between a chaser
orbit and the target orbit. Propulsive burns are designed to reduce
unplanned out-of-plane motion to zero at final approach. Some aspects of
this strategy were described in passing in the previous sections, but this
section addresses the issue directly and exclusively.

Section 3.5.7 discusses several aspects of using the ORB TGT function to
assist in out-of-plane control on the day of rendezvous.

2.9.2.1 Initial Conditions

Between any two orbital planes there is a line of nodes which is defined by
the intersection of those two planes. That line moves naturally due to
orbital mechanics effects such as differential nodal regression, if the two
orbits have different altitudes. Usually the chaser is in a lower orbit,
and its strategy is to move into a phantom plane which itself will shift
into the actual target plane due to these orbital mechanics effects. See
figure 2-22.

Initial OOP dispersions are due mainly to ascent yaw steering for ground-up
RNDZ's and to IMU alignment or maneuver trim errors on deploy/retrieval
RNDZ's.
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Reserved for Fig. 2-22

TIME

Manual
phase
begins

Figure 2-22.- Out-of-plane-motion

2.9.2.2 Early burns

Long prior to the final rendezvous, an NPC burn (there can be more than one)
occurs with the specific purpose of providing a zero Y and Y-DOT at Ti. To
save propellant, designers (pre-flight) and flight controllers (real time)
try to combine a portion of these NPC burns (with a pure Y component) with
other maneuvers such as NC, NH, or NSR burns which nominally have no planar
functions (and thus no Y components). The consequent RSSing of two such
burns results in both being achieved for a delta-V substantially less than
their linear sums.

2.9.2.3 NCC

NCC attempts to place T1 1n plane to the best of NAV's knowledge: to place
the Ti burn at node (Ti TIG is when the chaser crosses the target plane).
This burn thus drives the chaser back through the orbit plane in about 11
minutes. See figure 2-22, which shows various approach trajectories to the
NCC point versus a unique post-NCC trajectory.

2.9.2.4 T1

If NCC is targeted and executed perfectly, Ti occurs in the target plane
(i.e., at a node) and with perfect Ti targeting and execution the Orbiter
remains inplane from then on. In the real world this usually doesn't happen
(NCC is targeted and executed imperfectly, so Ti TIG occurs somewhat out of
plane) and there will be further OOP motion. To set up the desired final
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approach conditions, the next node must be set to a point 140° ahead, so
final intercept ("TF") then occurs in plane after 320° (140° + 180°) of
travel. This aim point, TF, is where the chaser would physically Intercept
the target if no manual braking burns occurred; it would occur at about
MC4 + 10, with a relative velocity of about 5 ft/s, approaching relative
apogee (but not yet there). Naturally, manual phase operations (e.g.,
braking gates) slow the final approach well before this point and thus
significantly delay contact beyond this time. If there is any OOP motion at
TF, it must be detected out the COAS or on RR angle rates, and nulled
manually. Usually, however, the Orbiter and target are essentially coplanar
by this point.

Because of NAV dispersions and NCC trims, Ti TIG usually occurs at some
nonzero Y point (i.e., measurably off the target plane). In that case, to
achieve the desired mode 320° (and also 140°) in the future the Ti Y
component will push the chaser away from the target plane (it may already be
headed away), and maximum separation will occur 50° (about 12 minutes) after
Ti TIG. The size of this maximum separation is proportional to how far the
Ti burn turned out to be out of plane (fig. 2-22 shows this effect).

Since MCI is also targeted to the same node as Ti was, it does not
significantly alter the subsequent nodes, if REL NAV supporting Ti and Ti
trimming was very good.

2.9.2.5 OOP Null

The final node prior to TF occurs about halfway between MCI and MC2
(nominally, MCI + 13 minutes). At this point, relative navigation data
displayed to the crew on SPEC 33 is used to perform the burn: first, the
crew notes the actual in-plane time (Y becomes zero), and then the crew
monitors the proper size of their manual RCS burns made to prevent further
out-of-plane swings (Y-DOT is driven to zero). The burn can be made over a
span of several minutes without seriously impacting the out-of-plane
situation.

If this burn is not performed properly, the same Y-DOT can and must be
manually removed half a REV (45 minutes) later, post-MC4, with the crew in
the manual phase (nominally, RR data allows NAV to produce reliable Y and
Y-DOT values, and the target can also be viewed out the COAS). This
correction can also be facilitated by knowledge of the former Y-DOT at the
missed OOP point or by nulling OOP rates as soon as possible after the
nominally scheduled time.

Procedural matters for executing this burn are discussed in section 4.1.54
(and fig. 4-14).
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2.9.2.6 Proximity Operations

For final approach, and for stationkeeping, plane control is an entirely
manual function based on visual/RR LOS motion. The crew should have the OOP
situation under control by V-BAR arrival, and certainly by the time DAP LOW
Z is entered. The best method is to use small THC pulses to start the
target moving toward the center of the COAS and then, as it crosses the
centerline, input an equal number of pulses in the opposite direction to
stop the motion.

Any remaining Y-DOT is of sufficiently small scale that it causes essen-
tially no orbital mechanics effects (the short time scale of PROX OPS
maneuvering also induces this) and therefore "OOP" (any Y components of
relative position) now can be handled as pure inertial relative motion and
corrected directly as detected.

?-9.3 Typical Sensor Passes

Prior to the first acquisition on by on-board sensors, all information on
the Orbiter-target relative state is computed (both on the ground and on-
board) from separate inertial Orbiter and target SV's produced by ground
tracking; the onboard SV's are uplinked from the MCC (the target SV is not
used on board until entry into RNOZ NAV). To facilitate accurate ground NAV
(and hence the best possible SV's), there can be periods when some Orbiter
activities may be restricted to the extent of avoiding propulsive activities
such as vents, excessive attitude maneuvering, and water dumps.

The strategy of onboard sensor passes is to progress to successively more
precise knowledge of the Orbiter-target relative state by use of a sequence
of sensors and appropriate navigation software (see fig. 2-23).

Note that sensor data history (when and if data was acquired and how many
marks were received) is one of the two criteria for when to abort the RNDZ
(see section 4.4); propellent is the other criteria.

2.9.3.1 First On-board Acquisition

Prior to NCC, 2 sensor passes are desired (typically star tracker) to
support the first onboard targeted MNVR, NCC. These sensor data reduce
errors in the relative state caused by ground tracking inaccuracies,
maneuver trim errors, translatlonal cross-coupling, and trajectory
dispersions.

The fault-down philosophy for these sensor passes is:

• -I Star tracker
• -Y Star tracker
• COAS
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2.9.3.2 Radar Acquisiton

Between corrective combination MNVR (NCC) and Ti, RNDZ radar data is
available to support the Ti computation. There is no fault-down during this
time period because the Orbiter is between sunrise and noon, looking toward
the Sun.

i- CONTACT

RENDEZVOUS

PROXOPS -*H

GROUND TRACKING

GPS

RENDEZVOUS RADAR (SKIN TRACK)

SIMPLE LASER PROXOPS SENSOR

\L OPTICAL DEVICES |

VIDEO ]
1

10 100 1Q3 1Q4

RELATIVE RANGE ( FT)

v
GPS DIFFERENTIAL NAVIGATION MODE

TDRSS

SURVEILLANCE RADAR (SKIN TRACK)

RENDEZVOUS RADAR (TRANSPONDER)

105

0.01 10.0
0.001

0.1 1.0

RELATIVE RANGE (-NMI)

Figure 2-23.- Spectrum of rendezvous sensors

2.9.3.3 Final Sensor Acquisitions

After Ti, as much sensor data as possible is desired to support the
midcourse corrections. The general fault-down philosophy is:

• Rendezvous radar
• -Z star tracker
• -Y star tracker
• COAS
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2.10 Pre-Day-of-Rendezvous Navigation

An appreciation of the impact of pre-day-of-rendezvous ground tracking
on support of the initial conditions on rendezvous day (in particular,
state vectors) can be useful in understanding certain constraints on the
timeline. This afterthought is meant to complete this handbook's
discussion of RNDZ NAV issues.

Generic NAV accuracies and rendezvous tracking requirements are defined
in NSTS 07700, VOL XIV, Appendix 6. These are considered to be very con-
servative. Mission-specific analyses always are performed for rendezvous
flight design. Specific target-related tracking requirements will be in
specific PIP's. Detailed ground procedures and NAV-related information
can be found in "ON-ORBIT GROUND NAVIGATION CONSOLE HANDBOOK", JSC IN f
20768, and in the "FDO CONSOLE HANDBOOK", from which the following
treatment is adapted.

The philosophy for rendezvous is to go into any maneuver or targeting
phase with the best possible state vector, especially as the day of
rendezvous approaches. Every additional tracking site provides more data
to update the ground's knowledge, and will be utilized even if it is the
first station after a maneuver. Phasing between the chaser and the
target is the hardest dynamic process to control, and this requires
precise knowledge of the object's semimajor axis (and hence its period).
That element must be periodically determined (requiring several REV's of
quiet tracking) and then adjusted as needed with an NC burn.

Although there is no single pre-defined tracking arc for a rendezvous
profile, the FDO's will be trying to have fresh Orbiter and TGT SV's
prior to the preliminary maneuvers plan. The TGT SV tends to change very
little with time (typically there are no attitude maneuvers, vents,
etc.), so a SV which is several REV's old is still considered adequate
for computations. But the quality of the Orbiter SV can depend on
particular on-orbit crew activities.

The main unmodeled perturbations on the Orbiter's trajectory are
attitude maneuvers. It is thus desirable to minimize them on the evening
before rendezvous day, after that day's NC phasing burn. This means
eliminating standard IMO alignments (which require an attitude maneuver
that cross-couples into unwanted translation). IMU alignments can be
accomplished instead by taking stars of opportunity during the sleep
period with the Orbiter nose in a north or south orientation.

Water dumps introduce small impulses, so they cannot be permitted prior
to critical maneuvers unless the induced SV errors can be tracked out
before the maneuver computation. The effects of water dumps on Orbiter
trajectory have not been predictable. An alternate procedure is to run
the flash evaporator (FES), which has very little effect on trajectory.

By observing these constraints, the Orbiter will hit the desired offseb
on rendezvous morning for the last NC burn before Ti, and the FDO won't
get any trajectory surprises. Following several more periods of
inbensive ground tracking of both vehicles, the Orbiter itself will
begin on-board tracking of the target (see section 2.9).
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SECTION 3
TOOLS FOR RENDEZVOUS

Performance of orbital RNDZ and PROX OPS is enabled by numerous hardware and
software tools on the Orbiter. This section is a summary of their
capabilities and basic operational characteristics relevant to RNOZ and PROX
OPS usage. Discussion is intended to be more detailed than in other
available literature, but also more narrowly focused. Subsequent sections
wi l l discuss specific applications of these tools to real RNDZ and PROX OPS
profiles.

The material in this section, both tool descriptions and general procedures
for use of those tools, can be considered "subroutines" for sections 4 and
5, which consist of specific procedures rationale narratives for RNDZ
operations (section 4) and PROX OPS (section 5).

3.1 ATTITUDE DETERMINATION/CONTROL

For determination and control of Orbiter attitude, the crew uses the OPS 201
display (Universal Pointing), along with the attitude direction indicator
(ADI) and the hand controllers.

3.1.1 Universal Pointing (UNIV PTG. or UP) (OPS 201)

UNIV PTG (fig. 3-1) is the MM 201 display and provides the crew with four
mutually-exclusive options for automatic (AUTO) attitude control with re-
spect to the forward (+X) ADI reference frame. Three options are universal

2011/ / UNIV PTC
CUR MNVR COMFL XX:XX:XX

I START TIME XXX/XJJ= XX: XX
CUR FUT

KNVR OPTION START MNVR 18 X X
5 R XXX-XX TRK 19 X X
6 P XXX.XX ROT 20 X X
7 Y XXX.XX CNCL 21

TRK/ROT OPTIONS
8 TGT ID XXX

9 RA XXX.XXX
10 DEC tXX.XXX
II LAT tXX.XXJt
12 LON ±XXX-XXX
13 ALT

XX X DDD/HH:MM:SS
DDD/HH:MM:SS

14 BODY VECT X

15 p XXX.&
16 Y XXX.XX
17 OM XXX.XX

ATT MON
22 MON AXIS X XX
ERR TOT 23X
ERR DAP 24X

ROLL PITCH YAW
CUR XXX.XX XXX.XX XXX.XX
REQD XXX.XX XXX.XX XXX.XX
ERR tXXX.XX tXXX.XX ±XXX.XX
RATE tXX.XXX tXX.XXX tXX.XXX

(XX)

Figure 3-1.- The UNIV PTG (OPS 201) display.
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in that they are defined by data inputs made by the crew. The other option
is a cancel option that holds the inertial attitude that is current at the
time Che option is selected. It terminates any other current or future AUTO
option. These options are accomplished automatically only if the digital
autopilot (OAP) is in AUTO.

The first option is the maneuver (MNVR) option. It allows the crew to
maneuver the Orbiter to a specified inertial attitude at a specified start
time.

The second option is the tracking (TRK) option. It allows the crew to
orient the Orbiter to point a specified body vector at another orbiting
vehicle, an Earth target, center of Earth (for local vertical local
horizontal (LVLH) hold), center of Sun, or a celestial target (specified
coordinates or target navigation star number) at a specified start time.

The third option is the rotation (ROT) option. It allows the crew to rotate
(always clockwise) the Orbiter inertially about a specified body vector at
the DAP selected rate, beginning at a specified start time.

The fourth option is the cancel (CNCL) option. It allows the crew to dese-
lect any other option and hold attitude automatically about the existing
inertial attitude at the time the cancel option is selected.

Also provided is the capability to monitor vehicle attitude parameters in
roll, pitch, and yaw body coordinates.

3.1.1.1 Options

For detailed explanation of the general capabilities of UNIV PTG, see the
Attitude/Pointing Flight Procedures Handbook (JSC-10511). The following
discussion is concentrated on the specific use of UP in RNDZ and PROX OPS.

a. CUR MNVR COMPL - The current maneuver completion (CUR MNVR COMPL) time
is shown in hrs:mins:secs when a maneuver (MNVR or TRK) is in progress
until the attitude is within 1° of desired, at which time it is frozen.
The time is also frozen if a maneuver is in progress and the DAP LVLH
mode is selected. Time is reset to zero if a maneuver is in progress
and CANCEL is selected. The completion time remains unchanged if a
maneuver is not in progress and the DAP MAN or LVLH, or ROT option, or
CANCEL is selected.

b. START TIME (items 1 through 4) is designated in days/hrs:mins:secs
mission elapsed time (MET) for the selected control option. Display is
initialized with the time at zero.

c. TRK/ROT OPTIONS - Item 8 selects the TGT identification for the TRK
option. "Orbiting Vehicle" is ID number 1 and center of Earth is number
2; the LOS is determined from the SV's of the Orbiter and the TGT
vehicle. Item 14 selects the body vector (BODY VECT) which is pointed
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along the LOS for the TRK options. The BODY VECT identifiers are as
follows:

1 is +X ;
2 is -X ;
3 is -Z ;
4 is PTC (passive thermal control), about 2° below +X;
5 is Selectable, using items 15 and 16 to define the BODY

VECTOR. (P and Y must be positive.)

NOTE: In practice +X is used for PTC ROT's, instead of PTC axis.

Any attempt to load other identifiers will result in an illegal entry
message. The identifier w i l l be initially loaded with 1 (one).

Item 17 selects the omicron angle desired for the TRK option. With this
item, the user can specify the attitude orientation of the Orbiter about
the selected body pointing vector used in the TRK attitude option. A
precise definition of "omicron" is found in the Attitude/Pointing Flight
Procedures Handbook.

The omicron item is blanked when a new TGT ID is entered. If the item
is still blank when the TRK attitude option (item 19) is selected, two-
axis TRK will be implemented. In this mode, the Orbiter-selected body-
pointing vector is aligned with the TGT LOS with a minimum attitude
change in which the maneuver transfer angle (often called "eigenangle")
is minimized. This means that the Orbiter will track the TGT with the
specified TRK body vector, but that the Orbiter orientation about that
body pointing vector (omicron) will not be fixed. Instead, it w i l l vary
such that the total required rotation is minimized. If an omicron-angle
restraint is input in item 17 and the TRK option is selected, three-axis
TRK will be used. In this mode, both the pointing requirement and the
omicron-angle constraint are imposed in making computations.

If omicron is not blank, entering a body vector ID in item 14 initiates
the flashing of omicron. The flashing is terminated when a value of
omicron is entered or when an attitude option is selected.

The allowable range for omicron is 0° to 359.99°. User input outside
this range results in an ILLEGAL ENTRY message. The value of omicron is
initialized to zero, and three-axis TRK is selected.

START MNVR. TRK. ROT (items 18. 19. 20) provide selection of the MNVR,
TRK, or ROT control option. Initiation of a control option depends on
the START TIME entered in items 1 through 4. If the START TIME is zero,
current (CUR), or in the past and DAP is AUTO, the control option is
initiated upon selection, a "*" appears in the CUR column next to the
selected option, and any other option is deselected (no "*"). If the
START TIME is in the future, the selected control option is initiated at
that time and in the interim a "*" appears in the future (FUT) column
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next to the selected option. The selected option in progress ("*" in
the CUR column) drives the REQD attitude, ERR, and the ADI error
needles.

Control option initiation must be preceded by DAP AUTO. If a future
start time is within 30 seconds of current time and AUTO has not been
selected, a class 3 alert and "SEL AUTO" message is generated. Data may
be entered for a single future control option during execution of the
current option.

When the START TIME entered for the future option equals current time,
the "*" in the PUT column is blanked and "*" displayed in CUR column.
If the previous control option is active, it is deselected (no "*"). If
a future option has been selected and then data are changed prior to the
future start time via keyboard inputs, the future option will be
deselected (no "*"), and CANCEL (CNCL) will be automatically selected.
The crew must repeat selection of the desired future option.

The three control options are terminated/inhibited by: (a) selection
of MNVR (item 27) on the MM 202 ORBIT MNVR EXEC display (which maneuvers
to the specified burn attitude); (b) selection of LVLH or MAN pushbutton
(pb); (c) moving an RHC out of detent; (d) selection of the CANCEL
option, or (e) OMS/RCS ignition. Providing that CANCEL has not been
executed, a control option is reinitiated by: (a) exiting MM 202 (ORBIT
MNVR EXEC) back to MM 201 (which is the only legal transition) or (b)
selecting the AUTO DAP pb.

CANCEL (item 21) deselects both current and future control options and
initiates inertial attitude hold at the current attitude. The display
is initialized with item 21 selected. When in DAP AUTO and CNCL is
selected, attitude errors are displayed with respect to the current
attitude when the CNCL option was executed. This attitude reference is
maintained in a subsequent selection of a MAN MNVR and return to AUTO
DAP. Reselection of the CNCL option zeroes these attitude errors. Then
errors are displayed with respect to the current attitude regardless of
DAP configuration.

Even in MM 202, selecting LVLH on the orbital DAP control panel
reinitiates the LVLH processing done by UNIV PTG processor, but does not
reinitiate any other AUTO MNVR mode.

After a transition from MM 201 to MM 202 or OPS 8 and a subsequent
transition back to MM 201, the item select status that existed prior to
cancellation is shown on the UNIV PTG display. The UNIV PTG display is
initialized only when OPS 2 is entered from an OPS other than OPS 8.

Selecting the LVLH attitude mode via pushbutton inhibits the cyclic
processing of the selected AUTO attitude option (item 18-20) until the
LVLH attitude mode is deselected.
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3.1.1.2 Attitude Monitor

Select ERR TOT (Item 23) or ERR DAP (Item 24) at crew option. DAP errors
show effects of attitude deadbanding (ATT DB), and allow crew to anticipate
RCS firings to maintain attitude; TOT errors allow monitoring how far the
Orbiter is out of a desired attitude (e.g., a track attitude, such as used
to maintain V-BAR). When the ADI error needles are displaying TOTAL ERROR,
they display OAP ERROR by simply selecting ITEM 24 on UNIV PTG. No cycling
of the DAP is required to make the ITEM 24 take effect.

3.1.1.3 Enhanced Universal Pointing

For software release 01 12 with the new general purpose computers (GPC's),
there w i l l be a major upgrade of UP/DAP capabilities. Their applications to
RNDZ are as yet undefined, but are likely to be extensive. The following
description is intended for future users so they will have a proper
understanding of Orbiter capabilities after the UP/DAP modification. Closer
to the operational date of this new capability, this entire section will be
replaced with a new section.

The UP upgrade is via CR 79879. It is a companion to CR 79862.

In the upgraded UP, up to 25 future AUTO MNVR's will be contained in a
"maneuver table" (each entry can be loaded, edited, or canceled). Each
maneuver will have Us own 10 number, start time, and DAP/jet selection
(currently only a single "future option" can be stored, and DAP/jet select
can be made from pb's only for the maneuver (designated "MNVR"). A second
DAP load and jet selection are entered in the maneuver definition to specify
the configuration to be used when the the desired attitude has been reached
or tracking hold has been established (designated "HOLD"). For the ROT
option, which never "ends," no such entry is made. If a current maneuver is
canceled, the DAP/jet select reverts to those last loaded prior to the
beginning of that current maneuver.

The future maneuver stack can be enabled or inhibited by item entry. As
entries are made/edited in this table, it is automatically put in
chronological order. In another upgrade, OAP's can be called up by number
(e.g., DAP "ALL") rather than making individual entries on SPEC 20. These
future AUTO maneuver's will be loadable by I-load (activated upon entry into
OPS 2 from any legal OPS except OPS 8), uplink, as well as by keyboard (at
present, only keyboard loads are possible); they can be downlisted (one
maneuver per UP cycle) for verification.

Once a maneuver becomes "current", it can only be manipulated in certain
restricted ways. It can only be canceled by crew input, not by uplink.

Another major upgrade involves maneuver options. A "tracking/rotation"
(TRK/ROT) option is added, which allows rotation (at a constant rate) to be
performed about the pointing vector during TRK operations. LVLH reference
frame becomes available (in addition to inertial frame as currently) for
output angles (attitude and attitude error and rates) and for attitude/
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rotation maneuvers. That is, rotation about a body axis in LVLH frame w i l l
be possible. Lastly, rotation direction (now always clockwise (CW)) becomes
selectable, CW or counterclockwise (CCW).

A new OPS 201 display has been designed to allow control and monitoring of
these new capabilities. The current maneuver (if any) and the next 11
maneuvers (if any) from the table are displayed. New messages have been
created to alert crew if a new maneuver is loaded into the table whose start
time is in conflict with an existing maneuver. When a maneuver is within 30
seconds of beginning, but the crew has not enabled the AUTO processing by
selecting DAP AUTO, the message "SEL AUTO" w i l l appear on the message line.

The data defining each maneuver is similar to the data defining the current
single future maneuver. To illustrate this, the following list of
parameters in the 25-deep maneuver table is given:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.

GMTS
LC FLAG
ULJLAG
M_OAP
H_OAP
M_JETS
H_JETS
OPT_FUT
FRAME
THREE AXIS
OMICRON

11.
12.
13.

14.

15.

16.

TGT ID
BODV-ID
TGT RA
TGT LON
TGT DEC
TGT ALT
TGT LAT
ROLL1
PITCH1
PITCH

17. YAW1
YAW

Maneuver start time in GMT, dd/hh/mm/ss
Load/cancel flag (1 = loaded, 0 = cancelled)
Maneuver uplink flag (1 = loaded, 0 = cancelled)
Maneuver DAPLOAD (1-15 = A1-A15, 16-30 = Bl-15)
Hold DAPLOAD (same as 4)
Maneuver jet selection (1 = primary, 0 = vernier)
Hold jet selection (1 = primary, 0 = vernier)
maneuver type (1 = att, 2 = TRK, 3 * ROT)
If 18 = 1 or 3, Frame Indicator (1 = inertia!, 0 = LVLH)
If 18 = 2, Three axis TRK flag ( 1 = 3 axis, 0 = 2 axis)
Only if #8 = 2 (TRK) and 19 * 1 (3 axis), Omicron angle
for 3-axis TRK MNVR, degrees
"+" = CW, "-" = CCW
Target ID for track (18 must be 2)
Body Vector ID (#8 must be 2 or 3)
If 18 = 2 and #11 = 5, MED, star right ascension, deg

3, MED, surface target longitude, deg
If 18 - 2 and #11 = 5, MED, star declination, deg

3, MED, surface target altitude, NM
If 18 » 2 and #11 = 3, MED, surface target latitude, deg
If 18 = 1, roll euler angle (frame is given in #9)
If #8 = 1, pitch euler angle (frame is given in #9)
If #8 * 2 or 3 and #12 = 5,
body vector pitch euler angle for MEO input, deg
If #8 = 1, yaw euler angle (frame is given in #9)
If #8 = 2 or 3 and #12 = 5,
body vector yaw euler angle for MED input, deg

The individual keystrokes on the new OPS 201 display will be defined in
detail in a future edition of this target handbook.
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3.1.2 Rotational Hand Controller and Translational Hand Controller

The rotational hand controller (RHC) and THC (aft station, panels A7U and
A8) are used to provide input commands to the DAP, which then (depending on
OAP configuration) outputs appropriate RCS jet fire commands. The THC
outputs single commands when deflected; the RHC has a soft stop and hard
stop feature that outputs separate signals which can be interpreted
differently depending on OAP mode (fig. 3-2).

ACCEL DISC RATE

Free
drift

PULSE

|l burst, then free drift

~3-5 sec. of firing
to get desired rates
with PRCS.

Free
drift

Burst length determined
by Impulse size specified
1n DAP configuration.

Figure 3-2.- RHC soft/hard stop logic.
U

Detailed descriptions of the functioning of the RHC and THC can be found in
the Attitude/Pointing Flight Procedures Handbook and the Controllers
Workbook.

Visualizing THC/RHC control modes in the two aft sense options can be
facilitated by imagining an Orbiter being grasped by the hand on the
RHC/THC, where the gross deflections of the RHC/THC are duplicated in same-
sense motions of the actual Orbiter. The "sense" is down the crewmember's
arm: -X has the Orbiter tail pointing down the arm and its top up; -Z has
the Orbiter top pointing down the arm with its nose up. This is directly
analogous to the forward RHC/THC +X sense mode.
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3.1.3 SENSE Switch Options

The SENSE switch (panel A6U) allows the RHC and THC to command relative to
the current control axis, either -X or -Z depending on whether the
crewmember (at the aft crew station) is viewing through the payload bay PLB
windows or the overhead windows (fig. 3-3). The vehicle motions induced by
RHC and THC deflections are relative to the desired control axis as selected
by the SENSE switch position (figs. 3-4A and 3-4B).

For RNDZ/PROX OPS applications, the proper setting of this switch is -Z.
This is true especially for post-Ti through grapple, and for separation as
well. The crew may also select this at any other time. The only proper use
of -X sense is as a backup to the forward THC for translation, particularly
for burn completion.

3.1.4 See page 3-12

5 "FWD Tank Constraint" issues [written 5/18/1988]

A significant consideration in Orbiter attitude control is the DAP
implementation of old constraints on the maximum number of forward RCS
jets which can fire simultaneously. Too high a number was once thought
to create the possibility of helium ingestion in the FRCS tanks, so a
high limit of 3 FRCS jets was apparently implemented in FSW. Later,
flight experience and hardware analysis relaxed this concern, and so CR
69781 was approved to remove this constraint. However, this limit's
implementation in FSW and in simulators was clouded in the return-to-
flight era (1987-1988) since proper paper trails could not be followed.
Close coordination with DM43 specialists is required for an up-to-date
appreciation of the real status of this issue. Analysis of FSW code was
incomplete as of publication date.

Impact on proximity operations procedures (particularly separation
sequences from large payloads) can be significant and surprising. For
example, while in low Z mode {NORM-NORM-NORM) a prolonged (££) translation^
(2 +X jets and 2 -X jets) can create a pitch down which soon exceeds
deadband and thus commands a pitch up using two forward down-firing
jets. To satisfy the constraint, the DAP cuts off one of the -X jets for
the duration of this pitch up firing (several seconds), but leaves the
two +X jets on, causing an X-axis imbalance and a consequent +X small
translation. So instead of a nearly pure^ZVtranslation (as commanded)
this THC input results in a departure vector)tilted forward about 30
degrees, possibly leading to RMS/PL contact.iNOTE; Performing such a
separation in PULSE mode avoids this difficulty.
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AFT STAriO* COTWL

UPPER OBSERVATION WINDOWS
i • '

-I

AFT
OBSERVATION
'4 ENDOWS

• TWO SETS OF WINDOWS-AFT <-X) AND OVERHEAD (-Z)
• ONE SET OF AFT STATION CONTROLS (RHC t THC)
• MUST ESTABLISH A VISUAL CONTROL REFERENCE BASED ON THE LINE OF SIGHT
• DONE WITH THE AFT SENSE SWITCH

AFT SENSE SWITCH

-Z SELECTS THE CONTROLLER
t ADI REFERENCE ABOUT
THE -Z AXIS. IE, OVER-
HEAD LINE-OF-SIGHT
REFERENCE.

-X SELECTS THE CONTROLLER
I ADI REFERENCE ABOUT
THE -X AXIS. IE. AFT
LINE-OF-SIGHT REFERENCE.

AFT STATION

Figure 3-3.- Aft station control, sense switch.
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AFT LINE-QF-SIGHT REFERENCE
AFT RHC USE

SENSE SWITCH -X

- Y

OVERHEAD LINE-OF-SISHT REFERENCE
AFT RHC USE

RHC
PITCH

*z

SENSE SWITCH -Z

RHC
ROLL

-Z AXIS ROLL
BODY YAW

-Z AXIS
YAW
BODY ROLL

Figure 3-4A.- Aft and overhead line-of sight references, aft RHC use
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I
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LATESAL
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CHANGE

OVERHEAD LINE-OF-SIGHT REFERENCE
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Figure 3-4B.- Aft and overhead line-of sight references, aft THC use
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3.1.4 Attitude Direction Indicator (AOI)

The ADI is a crew-observed hardware instrument that provides indications of
the Orbiter pitch, yaw, and roll attitude via a gimballed ball (fig. 3-5).

DATA BUS

-AOI

Figure 3-5.- Aft station ADI displays and controls.

Attitude errors are shown by three metered position needles; attitude rates
are indicated by three metered position pointers. Top is roll, right side
is pitch, bottom is yaw. The scale for each of the three ADI's is con-
trolled by the AOI scale switches; the aft switch is on panel A6U. Each ADI
can be set to an error level of high, medium, or low (10, 5, or 1, with the
units "degrees" (error) or "deg/s" (error rate)); RNDZ procedures call for
selection of "MED." When change from AUTO to MAN is made on the DAP, the
ADI error needles w i l l reflect the desired tracking or MNVR attitude loaded
on UNIV PTG. See section 3.1.1.2 for the effect of ERR TOT/DAP selection.

The ADI error needles change when the DAP is moded to LVLH. The error
needles go to zero. When the LVLH pushbutton is pressed, the current
Orbiter attitude is defined as the reference LVLH ADI attitude, making the
attitude error zero.
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The ADI attitude switch selects the ADI reference frame desired for display
on the ADI. The switch selections are INRTL, LVLH, and REF. The INRTL and
REF reference frames are defined by I-loaded RELMAT's (Inertia! system is
M50). The crew can also set up their present attitude as the REF reference
frame for future reference by pressing the ATT REF pb on panel A6U.

The SENSE switch allows the aft ADI angles to indicate the orientation of
either a -X sense axis system or a -Z sense axis system depending on whether
the crewmember is viewing through the payload bay (-X) windows or the
overhead (-Z) window. These sense-axes systems (-X, -Z) are fixed in the
body, and the ADI displays the pitch, yaw, and roll of the sense system axes
with respect to the ADI reference frame as defined by the RELMAT. More
details on the use of the SENSE switch are in section 3.1.3.

A more detailed discussion of the ADI can be found in the Attitude/Pointing
Flight Procedures Handbook.

3.2 DIGITAL AUTO PILOT (DAP)

The Orbiter DAP is controlled by the crew via the DAP CONFIG (SPEC 20) dis-
play and the DAP pushbuttons. Different values of attitude/rate deadbands
(OS's) and translation/rotation pulse sizes are selected during different
mission phases in order to best accommodate the often-conflicting require-
ments for MNVR timelines, pointing accuracy, and propellant economy.

In practical terms for this application, the major differences between DAP A
and DAP B are pulse size for the PROX OPS DAP's and pulse plus rotation ma-
neuver size in the RNDZ DAP's. While in the RNDZ DAP's, when DAP B is
called for, it is because a higher maneuver rate 1s required. That is, DAP
A will be used for attitude control with vernier jets and DAP B will be used
for attitude maneuver with normal jets. DAP A also has a translational
pulse size that is twice as large as DAP B.

3.2.1 DAP Management

The first requirement for RNOZ-specific DAP values is to minimize differ-
ences between the standard A1/B1 values and the values for RNDZ (called
A9/86) and for PROX OPS (called A10/B7"). Specific differences are justified
by phase-unique and payload-unique features (e.g., see section 4.1.66)

For translation pulse, OAP A is traditionally larger than DAP B. For RNDZ,
they are 0.1 and 0.05 ft/s; for PROX OPS, they are 0.05 and 0.01 ft/s (the
0.01 value results in the smallest possible pulse size, 80 milliseconds).

For rotation during RNDZ, there is the need for occasional fast maneuvers.
The DAP B has a 0.5 deg/s NORM discrete rate. During PROX OPS and most
attitude maneuvers during the RNOZ, a slow rotation rate (0.2 deg/s) is used
for both DAP's A and B, both NORM and VERN. Occasionally there-is a need to
maneuver at the higher 0.5 deg/s rate (e.g., post-Ti if radar fails, the
crew needs to get back to -Z target track fast to get STRK NAV marks).
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For DB's, the large values forCAl/Bl Ve reduced to values which have proven
suitable in flight and in ground simulations. For RNDZ and PROX OPS, the
values are 2° (NORM) and 1° (VERN) for both DAP's A and 8 (the standard
values are 5/1 and 3/1). The values of these OAP's are shown in figure 3-6.

During the RNOZ, in general DAP A is selected. DAP B is used for higher
rotational precision (such as during COAS marks), finer translational
control (V-BAR approach), or higher attitude rates (such as during maneuver
to/from Ti burn attitude). Jet selection is nominally VERN, with NORM for
translation or 0.5 deg/s maneuvers; AUTO is nominally selected, to allow UP
control for TGT track or for maneuvering to attitude; MAN is selected to
execute burns or for INRTL ATT hold; LVLH is seldom used.

During the PROX OPS phase, in general DAP B is selected for stable periods
or where fine translational control is required. DAP A is selected during
dynamic operations because of the greater control authority defined by RCS
pulse/discrete values. The VERN/NORM and AUTO/MAN selections are the same
as during the RNDZ phase. See section 5.1.1.1 for operational details.

For heavy payloads such as Long Duration Exposure Facility (LDEF), the CNTL
ACCEL values are set to zero during rendezvous and PROX OPS.

Note: The upper and lower limits on selectable DB parameters are as follows
for NORM (VERN) jets:

attitude hold (deg)
discrete rate (deg/s)
rot pulse (deg/s)
trans pulse (ft/s)

0.10
0.05
0.04
0.01

o
o

o

.01)

.002)

.001)

to
to
to
to

40
2
1
5

,0,

0.5)

DAP

TRANSLATION

PULSE FT/SEC

ROTATION

DISC RT NORM
VERN

PULSE NORM
VERN

(JtftUBAND

ATT NORM
VERN

RATE NORM
VERN

RENDEZVOUS

A9

0.10

0.200
0.200

0.10
0.010

2.00
1.000

0.20
.020

B6

0.05

0.500
0.200

0.04
0,002

2.00
1.000

0.20
.020

PROX OPS

A10

0.05

0.200
0.200

0. 10
0.010

2.00
1.000

0.20
.020

B7 ,

.01

0.200
0,200

0.04
0.002

2.00
1.000

0.20
.020

SPEC 20
ITEM NO

A

1

2
3

4
S

8
9

10
11

B

15

16
17

18
19

22
23

24
25

Figure 3-6.- DAP configurations for rendezvous/PROX OPS
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The tail-only/nose-only option is not currently planned for use. However,
multiple jet failures, vernier reaction control system (VRCS) failures, or
forward prop being critically low, may lead to such a configuration.

3.2.2 DAP Configuration fSPEC 20)

DAP CONFIG (fig. 3-7) is a GNC specialist function available in OPS 2.
Among other things, it allows the crew to specify the size of attitude and
rate DB's and the magnitude of discrete/pulse RCS attitude/translation
maneuver's.

Two sets of numbers are maintained (designated "A" and "B") and can be read-
ily changed during a flight. In practice, the primary difference between
DAP A and DAP B will be the translation pulse size, with DAP A having the
larger. Selection of "A" and "B" is via console pb (section 3.2.3.).

The significance of the DAP A(B) item entries is as follows:

• 1(15) is PULSE, a means of specifying the desired AV (ft/s) resulting
from a single THC deflection. Multiple deflections are additive.

XXXX/020/ DAP CONFIG

TRANSLATION
PULSE

ROTATION
DISC RATE

PULSE

COMP

DEADBAND
ATT

RATE

JET OPT

CNTL ACCEL

NORM
VERN
NORM
VERN
NORM
VERN

NORM
VERN

NORM
VERN

P
Y

1

2
3
4
5
6
7

8
9

10
11

12
13

14

A
x.xx

x.xxx
x.xxx
x.xx
x.xxx

.XX
.XXX

XX. XX
XX. XXX

x.xx
.XXX

X
X

X

15

16
17
18
19
20
21

22
23

24
25

26
27

28

XX X

B
X.XX

x.xxx
x.xxx
x.xx
x.xxx

.XX
.XXX

XX. XX
XX. XXX

x.xx
.XXX

X
X

X

DDD/HH:MM:SS
DDD/HH:MM:SS

INERTIAS
29 IX X.XXX
30 IY X.XXX
31 IZ X.XXX

(XX)

Figure 3-7.- The DAP CONFIG (SPEC 20) display,
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• 2(16) and 3(17) are DISC RATE for primary and vernier jets respectively;
they are used to specify the desired rotational rate (deg/sec) to be
achieved for a discrete rate manual command (MAN or MAN LVLH), or for an
AUTO MNVR, AUTO MNVR to TRK attitude, and for AUTO ROT.

• 4(18)/5(19) are PULSE, or the primary/vernier values used to specify the
rotational rate (deg/s) resulting from each single manual RHC pulse
command. Multiple deflections are additive.

• 6(20)/7(21) are COMP, used to specify the threshold ROT rate (deg/s) for
a given axis resulting from a rate command about another axis. When that
threshold is reached, the DAP will command jets to reduce the rate. Note
that an entry of zero implies that the DAP will attempt to compensate for
all cross-coupling, but it actually disables ROT compensation. Minimum
entry to enable ROT COMP is 0.113 deg/s primary RCS (PRCS) and 0.003
deg/s (VRCS).

At the present time, ROT COMP is not used nominally, due to high fuel use
and incompatibility with any DAP mode other than free drift. Instead,
normal DAP attitude hold is used to minimize undesired cross-coupling
effects.

• 8(22)/9(23) is attitude (ATT), used to specify the attitude DB's
(degrees) for primary/vernier jets.

• 10(24)/11(25) is RATE, used to specify the rate DB's (deg/s) for
primary/vernier jets.

In addition, various jet options can be selected (for primary jets only).
The options are "normal" (1), "nose only" (2), and "tail only" (3). For
pitch, one can choose the option with item 12(26); for yaw, the choice of
option is via item 13(27); there is no option for roll, since it is always
tail only, PRCS. Translations are always "normal"; control is always
"normal" anytime VRCS is selected.

3.2.3 DAP Pushbuttons

The DAP pb's on panel A6 (fig. 3-8) allow selection of various control modes
in the Orbiter response to RHC/THC input commands from a crewmember or AUTO
commands from the DAP. An identical set of pb's is on panel C3. Note that
the specific DAP lights illuminated on the forward and aft panels w i l l not
necessarily be identical. In particular, since the forward RPY indicators
are always in the +X sense while the aft RPY indicators can be in -X sense
or -Z sense, any mixed configuration (e.g., OISC-PULSE-OISC) may not look
the same on both panels. Thought must be given to which axis in which sense
is being specified by each light.
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The on-orbit DAP functions are DAP A or B with AUTO, MAN, or LVLH rotation
modes selected, and a choice of NORM or VERN jets. There is also a choice
of DISC RATE, ACCEL, or PULSE manual (MAN) ROT submodes selectable by axis.
With NORM jets selected, the following translational submodes are available:
PULSE and NORM (ACCEL) in all axes, HIGH Z (high ACCEL), NORM Z, and LOW Z
(upfiring jets inhibited always) for +Z translations.

DAP's A and B each represent different sets of control parameters for the
DAP. These parameters can be seen on the DAP CONFIG specialist function
(SPEC 20), and can also be changed through keyboard item entries on this
display (section 3.2.2). These changes are invoked after the item
execution, if the parameter changed is applicable to the currently selected
DAP (A or B and NORM or VERN). The following modes and submodes are
available for DAP on-orbit operation.

3.2.3.1 AUTO/MAN Selection

AUTO enables execution by the DAP of AUTO maneuvers commanded by use of the
UNIV PTG display (section 3.1.1); MAN enables execution of the selected ROT
submodes manually commanded through the RHC.

Note: Any input from an RHC causes automatic downmode from AUTO to MAN.

3.2.3.2 LVLH

With DISC RATE selected in all three axes and with the LVLH mode selected,
the LVLH attitude that existed at the time of selection of LVLH will be held
fixed within the LVLH frame until changed by use of the RHC. The RHC can be
used with LVLH selected to change the LVLH attitude. While out of detent,
the Orbiter maneuvers at DISC RATE. When the RHC returns to detent in any
axis, the LVLH attitude in that axis is held fixed again. This mode would
be used manually for precise PROX OPS attitude control in the near vicinity
of a target, an example being flyaround (section 5.2) of an LVLH-stabilized
target.

Note: For LVLH mode to work, at least one ADI must be in LVLH mode.
Otherwise, required computations will not be performed and resulting
attitude will be unpredictable.

3.2.3.3 NORM/VERN Jet Select

Primary RCS (PRCS or NORM) and vernier RCS (VRCS or VERN) jets can be used
for attitude hold and maneuvers. NORM jets must be selected for translation
maneuvers. With primaries selected, there is a choice through the DAP
CONFIG display (SPEC 20) via the JET OPT for tail jets only, or nose jets
only to be used for pitch/yaw control (in VRCS rotation is always a combined
taiI/nose function).
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3.2.3.4 Translation Submodes (NORM Jets Required; MAN, MAN LVLH, and AUTO)

• PULSE X, Y, or Z - With this submode selected, each deflection of the THC
will result in a change in velocity of the magnitude specified for
TRANSLATION PULSE on the DAP CONFIG display for the selected DAP (A or B)
in the axis and direction (+ or -) of the THC deflection.

Figure 3-8.- Panel A6.

• NORM, X, Y, or Z - With one of these submodes selected, continuous accel-
eration will occur at whatever level is available with the commanded jets
for the axis and direction (+ or -) of the THC deflection as long as the
THC is deflected.

• HIGH Z - An ACCEL submode that is available for +Z translation only.
Selection of this submode fires more jets than are fired for the NORM =Z
command. This option is currently not used.

• LOW I - Low Z is a submode that takes advantage of some +Z thrust
components that exist for both the +X and -X translational jets. To get
the +Z translation, the +X and -X translational jets are fired simul-
taneously so that the jets nearly cancel the X components of each other
and combine the small +1 components. The result is a small +Z velocity
change at about LO times the normal prop usage. See section 3.2.4 for
applications. The RCS plume overpressures for low Z MODE versus NORMAL Z
MODE are shown in figure 3-9. Low Z translations also affect pitch and
roll, since upfiring jets are inhibited. This results in significant ~Z
translational cross-coupling (see section 6.0.1), tjut reduces thelTCrty
cycle for attitude maintenance. 3*8*\8
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3.2.3.5 Manual Rotational Submodes

• DISC RATE - ROLL, PITCH, or YAW - With the DAP mode MAN and the submode
DISC RATE, when the RHC is deflected out of the detent (but not past the
soft stop) in an axis, jets are fired until an angular rate is achieved
in that axis equal to DISC RATE specified in the DAP CONFIG display for
the selected DAP (A or B) and selected jet option (NORM or VERN). When
the rate is achieved, the jets are turned off until the RHC is returned
to detent in that axis unless the jets are momentarily required to
maintain attitude or rates within the DB's. When the RHC is returned to
detent in an axis, the attitude in that axis is snapshotted and jets are
fired to stop the rate in that axis and to begin holding the snapshotted
attitude.

If the RHC is deflected beyond the soft stop while in DISC RATE (and any
DAP mode/submode), jets are fired continuously, giving a constant angular
acceleration (in the axis and sense of the RHC deflection) until the RHC
is backed out of the soft stop, at which time the jets are turned off.
When the RHC is returned to detent, the attitude is snapshotted and jets
are turned on to stop the angular rates and initiate hold about the
snapshotted attitude. In effect, this provides an ACCEL mode if the RHC
is deflected past the soft stop, and a free drift mode when returning the
RHC from the soft stop while between the soft stop and detent. See
figure 3-2 in section 3.1.2.

• ACCEL - ROLL, PITCH, or YAW - When the DAP mode is MAN/ACCEL and the RHC
is deflected out of detent, a fixed number of jets is fired to provide
constant angular acceleration as long as the RHC is out of detent in the
axis and sense of the deflection. When the RHC is returned to detent,
the jets are turned off, but the angular rates continue. The result is a
free mode since the attitude is uncontrolled when the RHC is in detent
(free drift at the existing angular rates).

• PULSE - ROLL, PITCH, or YAW - When the DAP mode is MAN/PULSE and the RHC
is deflected out of detent, jets are fired just long enough to achieve
the angular rate change specified on the DAP CONFIG display for rotation
pulse for the axis and sense of the RHC deflection. PULSE is also a free
drift mode.

3.2.3.6 Applications

These DAP options can be used as follows:

For free drift, select MAN PLS/PLS/PLS. See section 5.4.1.5 for example.

For inertial attitude hold, select MAN DISC/DISC/DISC. See section 4.1.61
for example.

3-19



JSC-10589

NORMAL Z flODE
J.

Figure 3-9.- RCS plume overpressure for LOW Z and NORMAL Z mode (Ib/ft2)
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3.2.4 Low Z Operations

3.2.4.1 Plume Impingement (PI) Issues

Within about 1000 feet, attention should be given to effects of RCS jet
firings. One effect is contamination by combustion products and/or unburned
propellants; the other effect is disturbance of the target attitude and
position by the plume overpressure. Choice of low Z mode (and the expense
associated with it) is made based on those factors. Due to shadowing by
Orbiter structure, a target close above the PLB may be out of the RCS
plumes, and normal Z mode may be resumed while the target remains in this
zone (see fig. 3-9). A full discussion of propellant plume issues is found
in section 3.8.2.

3.2.4.2 Low Z Operations

The low Z DAP mode (mentioned in section 3.2.3.4 and described and illus-
trated in section 5.3.1.2) was designed to minimize both types of RCS PI on
targets. A given technique that offers acceptable PI effects in one of
these areas may or may not satisfy acceptable limits in the other. Low Z
does minimize PI effects at a direct cost of about 10-12 times the NORM Z
fuel usage. However, the penalty of low Z operations is not limited to-this
increase in fuel usage. Due to cross-coupling effects (see sectioii--6.2.1)
resulting from braking, -X translations, and VRCS attitude control, only
about one-half of a given commanded braking pulse is actually received.
Further, there is a tendency for rapid buildup of a closing rate during
stationkeeping or precisely scheduled range/range-rate V-BAR approaches, due
in large part to cross-coupling from +/- Y translations. These rates can
reach 0.2 ft/s or more, requiring more braking, resulting in a vicious
circle. These effects can be particularly serious when trying to establish
V-BAR stationkeeping following the manual phase of the RNOZ, either while in
low Z mode, or especially if the low Z mode is selected prematurely. Prop
usage rates of 8 to 12 pounds per minute are not unheard of (4-6 pounds per
minute is more common), much higher than the 1 to 1.5 pounds per minute for
normal stationkeeping. Usage can be controlled to 2 pounds per minute or
less by taking great care in stabilizing on the V-BAR at the precise
position required for the desired range (see PROX OPS cue card, section
4.3.5) prior to selecting low Z. Stabilizing on the V-BAR following a RNDZ
in the low Z mode is not recommended.

Flight experience has revealed several common mistakes involving use of low
Z mode. First, during approach, some crews have exited low Z mode using
loss of radar lock (80 to 90 feet) as the cue, when in fact the target is
not yet in the Orbiter body "shadow" (less than 50 to 60 feet range,
directly over the PLB). Second, during PROX OPS, the low Z mode select pb
may be pushed repeatedly, leaving the DAP back in low Z when the pilot
believed it was in NORM Z. Great care must be exercised since propellant
consumption can be critical and, under marginal conditions, be cause for
calling a PROX OPS BREAKOUT if usage is excessive.
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3.3 RENDEZVOUS/PROX OPS SENSORS

Prior to the day of RNDZ, on-board NAV sensors are not required since the
ground is targeting all MNVR's and the relative separation of the Orbiter
and TGT is sufficiently large. On the day of RNDZ, with no functioning NAV
sensors, flight rules specify to proceed to Ti (this is done in the hope of
acquiring sensor data or visual acquisition) and then breakout post-Ti if no
acquisition.

3.3.1 Star Tracker

The two star trackers (STRK or S TRK) (-Y and -Z) are nominally used to take
sightings on stars so as to align the IMU's. They also can track TGT
satellites and provide angular data for use in onboard relative NAV. Their
nominal TGT brightness range is from +3 to -8 stellar magnitude (brightness
is monitored in the MCC, but is not displayed on board).

During RNDZ operations, the purpose of the star trackers is to provide
Orbiter body-axis measurements of the TGT LOS. This is called "target track
mode."

Lighting constraints limit STRK operations to conditions when the TGT is
illuminated. For a standard RNOZ profile from behind and below, this occurs
during the period between orbital noon and sunset. This period could be
extended if the TGT has appropriate artificial lighting systems. Such
extensions should help reduce dispersions in a radar fail case.

3.3.1.1 Control Switches

The STRK control switches are found on panel 06 (fig. 3-10) and involve
power and door control. Door position is shown on talkbacks.

3.3.1.2 Capabilities

Each STRK has a 10° x 10° square FOV. There is a bright object sensor (BOS)
which closes a protective shutter (or door) over the STRK optics when the
STRK is pointing within 16° to 19° of the sunlit Earth limb, or 30° of the
Sun or 8J of any other magnitude -12 object, (e.g., the Moon).
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• ClOSt

Figure 3-10.- Panel 06.

On STS-8, STRK tests were conducted near the sunlit Earth limb. The lowest
+3 magnitude star angle above horizon at acquisition was 13°, when the
boresight angle was 12°. Background noise and false tracks increased
dramatically after this last track. Lower angles might be possible by
offsetting the boresight to above the target, or by use of STRK thresholding
(ITEM 13, 14) for brighter TGT's (this option is not currently utilized).
Angles below 5°-7° are considered Impossible due to the horizon in the FOV.
All baselined RNDZ profiles involve targets 20°-30° above the limb.

When the shutter is closed, the crew gets a closed indication, but cannot
tell if it was due to the TGT suppress (TS) or BOS. The hardware fix for
this included raising the TS spec limit from -8 magnitude to -12 magnitude,
and setting the TS to 1 magnitude brighter than the BOS. The TS range for
0V 102 and 099 (-8 magnitude) was 1.7 n. mi. for Solar Maximum Mission (SMM)
and 1.4 n. mi. for Integrated rendezvous target (IRT), and in fact on STS
41-C the shutter did close during RNDZ at a range of about 1 n. mi.

When commanded to track a TGT, the STRK will center on coordinates provided
by NAV and will search a 1° by 1° square. If after 4 seconds the TGT is not
acquired, the STRK will search its entire FOV for 20 seconds, at which time
a warning message is displayed to the crew if the TGT was not found. If the
TGT is acquired, the STRK scans a 12-arc second cruciform track centered on
the TGT every 42 milliseconds. The TGT will be tracked until it leaves the
FOV or the STRK is commanded to stop.

Once locked on, tracking continues across the FOV at up to 0.2 deg/s with
guaranteed accuracy and up to 0.5 deg/s with reduced accuracy.
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Figure 3-11.- STRK/COAS geometry.
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If the TGT passes within 1/4" of a bright star, the lock may jump over to
that star. The filter will recognize this if it has already processed
enough data; the remedial action is to break track and search again.

There is a potential problem with Orbiter-related trash (or ice), which
could remain in range for a few REV's. The Y STRK is particularly
susceptible to picking up ice shaken loose from a previous water dump.

Star sighting data from the first seven STS missions indicated a total star
sighting one-sigma error of 0.016". This includes STRK bias and noise, as
well as IMU structural and resolver errors. The error is far less than the
specification value.

3.3.1.3 Lines of sight

The orientation and coordinate systems of the STRK are shown in figure 3-11.
The optical axes of the STS are slightly offset from the Orbiter axes. For
-Z, it is inclined 3° in a plane rotated 41° from the Orbiter +X axis toward
the -Y axis; for -Y, it is in the Orbiter X-Y plane and is rotated 10.567°
from the Orbiter -Y axis into the +X axis. For precise Orbiter pointing,
therefore, the boresighted trackers are:

P Y OM

-Y 0 280.6 90

-Z 87.7 358 0

Note: For the -Z STRK, for procedural convenience, pointing is usually done
along the pure -Z axis, which introduces several degrees offset from
the precise boresight. If the combination of SV pointing error and
attitude deadbanding is large enough and in the appropriate (or
inappropriate, from the Orbiter point of view) direction, the TGT
could be out of the FOV. For this reason, small attitude OB's (0.5°)
are recommended for target acquisition. Pointing the exact -Z STRK
boresight may slightly improve this problem as well.

3.3.2 S TRK/COAS CNTL (SPEC 22)

S TRK/COAS CNTL (fig. 3-12) provides a means of monitoring and controlling
STRK operation. It also provides data and controls for COAS operation and
calibration, as well as supporting data for IMU alignments.

The STRK can be placed in the TGT track mode via Items 5 and 6 (OPS 2 only).
These are mutually exclusive: putting the second STRK 1n TGT TRK will
automatically downmode the first one to TERM/IDLE. For each STRK, TGT TRK
and STAR TRK are mutually exclusive; however, one STRK can be in TGT TRK
while the other is in STAR TRK. Normally the -Z STRK will be selected.
Angle data from the STRK is treated In the REL NAV display (section 3.4).
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XXXX/022/ S TRK/COAS CNTL XX X DDD/HH:MM:SS
DDD/HH:MM:SS

S TRK CNTL -Y -Z
SELF-TEST
STAR TRK
TGT TRK
BREAK TRK
TERM/ I OLE

IX 2X
3X 4X
5X 6X
7 8
9X 10X

S TABLE 1 2 3
TRK ID XXX XXX XXX
A MIN XXX XXX XXX
ANG

SEL

DIF XXX. X XXX. X XXX. X
ERR XX. XX XX. XX XX. XX

17X 18X 19X
S TABLE CLR 20

S TRK
REQD ID
TRK ID
S PRES
AANG
THOLD
SHUTTER

MAN OP
STATUS

-Y
11 XXX

XXX
X

±x.xx
13 X

XX
15X
XXXXXXXXX
xxxx

-Z
12 XXX

XXX
X

tx.xx
14 X

XX
16x
XXXXXXXXX
xxxx

COAS
REQD ID 21 XXX
ADEG X ±X.X

Y ±X.X
SIGHT MODE 22X
ACCEPT 23
CAL MODE 24X
DES 2SX
POS +X 26X -7. 27X
ABIAS X.XX X.XX
UPDATE 28 29

(XX)

Figure 3-12.- The S TRK/COAS CNTL display.

The "S PRES" (STAR PRESENT) indicator signifies that lock-on (and closed-
loop tracking) has begun.

The shutter for the -Y (-Z) STRK can be locked open by selecting ITEM 15
(16). This should be done only after the crewmember has made a visual check
out the appropriate window to confirm that no bright object is within 30' of
the tracker LOS. The shutter control should be placed in the AUTO mode as
soon as possible because direct exposure to a bright source could cause a
tracker to fail .

Note: In flight, on rare occasion the crew has had to perform ITEM 15 to
manually open the shutter.

3.3.2.1 STRK Target Acquisition

This step occurs during RNDZ operations, as shown in section 4.1.11 and
4.1.21. The steps are shown in figure 3-13; steps dealing with REL NAY are
discussed in section 4.1.13.

of the orbiter IMU's is deselected if the Orbiter is currently operating
at the three-IMU level. This is done to force IMU redundancy management
(RM) to remain locked onto a single IMU (the lowest numbered one) for
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CRT

C R T

CRT

GNC 21 IMU ALIGN

IMU OES - ITEM 7 (8 .9 ) E X E C ( ' )
(per PAD)

GNC 22 S TRK/COAS CNTL

- Z ( - Y ) TGT TRK - ITEM 6 ( 5 ) E X E C (•)
/STATUS - blank
/SHUTTER - OP
/S PRES - *

GNC 33 PEL NAV

/INH A n g l e s , ITEM 24 - ( • )
/S T R K . ITEM 12 - (*)
/SV SEL. ITEM 4 - PROP [1]
*m»ilui OCGIfl V"5HB 1

If RESID V and H change < 0.05 for
four consecutive NAV cycles (~31 Sec),
If RATIO < 1.0,

AUTO Angles - ITEM 23 EXEC (")
If RATIO > 1.0,

FORCE 3 Angle Marks
If RATIO > 1.0.

call MCC >>
If RESID V or H changes by > 0.05.

GNC 22 S TRK/COAS CNTL

-Z(-Y) BREAK TRK - ITEM 8(7) EXEC

When SV UPDATE POS < 1.0
and MARK ACPT Angles > 9.
SV SEL - ITEM 4 EXEC (FLTR) [I]

If FLTR minus PROP changes by more than
40K ft within a S TRK pass, then

i'~SV SEL - ITEM 4 EXEC (PROP) - ' '
1 INH Angles - ITEM 24 EXEC (*)
i PROP TO FLTR transfer - ITEM 9 EXEC

'
GNC 22 S TRK/COAS CNTL

-Z(-Y) BREAK TRK - ITEM 8(7) EXEC
l_ Repeat S TRK TARGET^ACQ ^ _

Votes:
Figure 3-13.- S TRK TARGET ACQ procedure.

[1] Omitted on subsequent acquisitions
[2] Subsequently, always precede with: FLTR to PROP - ITEM 8 EXEC
[3] Subsequently, there are three stages for recovery (4.1.22)
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3.̂.4
attitude data throughout the STRK pass (see section 6*.3*.4). The reason for
this is as follows. At the three line replaceable unit (LRU) level, RM
midvalue selects IMU data for use as attitude reference. Under normal
operations all three IMU's are closely aligned and RM cycles between the
units. Although the slight amount of misalignment between the units is not
enough to affect most Orbiter operations, it is enough so that when applied
to the STRK data in NAV it adds unnecessary noise to the SV calculations.

Note that the attitude deltas between IMU's is very small and is of concern
because the STRK's are extremely accurate pointing instruments, and the
slight attitude reference deltas show up as SV updates. When operating
using RR or COAS as the source of angular data on the TGT, the IMU
deselection is not required due to the granularity of RR and COAS angle
data.

Measurement incorporation w i l l be inhibited prior to sensor acquisition.
"^is allows the crew to assess the quality of the data prior to its
incorporation into the filter.

. TiÂ 1 Tne STRK's are commanded to the TGT track mode. This configures the data
path such that the STRK software gets its pointing designate information
from the NAV function for initial TGT lock-on. The STRK status is also
verified satisfactory with no error messages, an open shutter, and an
indication of TGT sighting. The informational displays for each tracker
(REQD ID through STATUS) work the same way for a TGT as they do for a star.

During its search, the STRK first covers a 1° by 1° cruciform pattern
centered about the designated pointing offsets. If a TGT acquisition is not
accomplished during the offset scan, the STRK scans the entire 10° by 10'
field of view in a raster scan pattern (see fig. 3-14). The offset scan is
accomplished in approximately 4 seconds, and the full field scan takes 20
seconds. At the end of this time, if the STRK has still not acquired the
target, the STRK waits in idle until it receives another search command.
The STRK software issues the search command every 60 seconds.

The "no target" status is displayed after one search has failed, until the
next search is commanded.

A bad STRK can be distinguished from a bad NAV state by using the COAS. At
STRK acquisition, the crew sights the TGT through the COAS. If the TGT is
centered while the residuals and ratios are high, the NAV state is good and
the tracker is bad. If the TGT is not centered, the NAV state may be off
and the tracker may (or may not) be bad.

0*
-rV*' To determine if the tracker has locked on to something other than the TGT,

the crew must watch the STRK RESID V and H values on the REL NAV display.
If the values change by more than 0.05 every NAV cycle, then the tracker has
locked on to something other than the TGT. For example, the residuals would
change approximately 4° per minute, if the tracker were locked on to an
inertially stable object (a star). To force the tracker to resume looking
for the TGT, a BREAK TRK should be executed for that STRK. Flight
experience has shown that occasional star lock-ons can be expected.
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The second STRK acquisition is somewhat modified (see section 4.1.20 and
4.1.22). Procedures for STRK fail cases are discussed in section 4.4.1.

H,V tgt
predict

OFFSET
SCAN

FULL FIELD
SCAN

Figure 3-14.- STRK search
pattern.

3.3.2.2 End STRK NAV PASS

This procedure is shown in fig. 3-15; it is called out from sections 4.1.16
and 4.1.25 in the RNDZ procedure narrative.

The crew inhibits the sensor data path to the NAV filter in order to be sure
that no erroneous data gets incorporated into the SV calculations. The most
likely false lock-on would be to a star, and this is quite likely to happen
after sunset.

The crew places the STRK's in the terminate/idle (TERM/IDLE) mode to
eliminate the cyclic displaying of NO TARGET to the crew while the target is
not sufficiently illuminated to support acquisition.

Finally, the crew reconfigures to the nominal on-orbit three-IMU set after
the STRK pass is complete.

CRT
GNC 33 REL NAV

INH A n g l e s - ITEM 24 EXEC (•)

GNC 22 S TRK/COAS CNTL

TERM/IDLE - ITEM 10(9) EXEC (•)

GNC 21 IMU ALIGN

IMU DES - I T E M 7 (8.9) EXEC (no ')

Figure 3-15.- END S TRK NAV procedure. I/
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3.3.3 Crew Optical Alignment Sight (COAS)

The COAS is a sighting unit that can show TGT position relative to either
Orbiter -Z or +X axes. The unit bolts into position either on panel 01 in
front of window W3 (for +X view, from commander (COR) seat), or on panel 019
below the aft overhead starboard window W7 (for -Z view, from the aft flight
deck). The aft overhead window is the standard COAS position for PROX OPS
and RNDZ.

During RNDZ operations, the COAS allows the crew to determine Orbiter body-
axis angle measurements of the LOS to the TGT. These angle marks can be
input to REL NAV if needed (nominal procedures do not use them). TGT LOS
angles observed through the COAS are also crucial to manual control after
the final midcourse MNVR (section 4.1.61).

The crew uses the COAS to monitor angular position of the TGT relative to
the -Z Orbiter axis. If the Orbiter attitude is maintained fixed relative
to the TGT inertial or LVLH frame, the Orbiter position relative to that
frame can be determined from these angles (e.g., above or below or off to
side of desired LOS). Appropriate translation MNVR's can then be made to
correct this position.

Proper determination of desired TGT depression angle during PROX OPS is
discussed in section 4.3.6.

3.3.3.1 System Characteristics

There is a 5° radius circle of hatch marks in the middle of the COAS FOV.
The entire COAS FOV has a radius of 20° (fig. 3-16). The COAS coordinate
system is designated "X, Y" which corresponds to vehicle body coordinates.
That is, at the aft crew station, crewmember facing aft, +X is "up" in the
COAS (and forward along the Orbiter X axis) and +Y is "left" in the COAS
(and to the right along the Orbiter Y axis, facing forward).

The -Z axis is not precisely at 0,0 in the COAS FOV (on 099, for example, it
was at -0.562, -0.159 at 15 psi). Cabin pressure levels also have
measurable effect on COAS alignment, as the crew compartment ceiling flexes.
The crew must perform COAS pointing direction calibration for current
pressure level, before NAV use.

3.3.3.2 Position Verification

Observation of the TGT position in the COAS can provide a confidence check
on the convergence of onboard NAV (the TGT will get closer and closer to the
-Z point, slightly offset from 0,0 in the COAS when the Orbiter is in TGT
track mode with -Z axis selected.). Also, troubleshooting problems with the
-Z STRK involves looking at the target through the COAS to see if some gross
NAV error is mispointing the STRK.
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RR AUTO TRACK ACQ

A1U KU - AUTO TRK
SLEW ELEV - as reqd to EL - 0
(or to EL as seen 1n COAS)
SLEW AZIMUTH reqd to AZ = 0
(or to AZ as seen 1n COAS)

/KU TRACK tb - gray
If KU TRACK tb - bp,
KU SEARCH - SEARCH (tb-gray)
If no lock-on within one min,
KU-GPC

c

CO AS NAVIGATION

CRT

A6U

CRT

A6U

GNC 22 S TRK/COAS CNTL
COAS: SIGHT MODE - ITEM 22 EXEC

REQD ID - ITEM 21 +1 EXEC
GNC 33 REL NAV
INH Angles - ITEM 24 EXEC (*)
If TGT in COAS FOV,
FLTR TO PROP - ITEM 8 EXEC

COAS - ITEM 14 EXEC (*)
FLT CNTLR PWR - ON
DAP ROT: DISC/PULSE/PULSE
DAP: as reqd
RHC: Center TGT in COAS
ATT REF pb - push
If mark acceptable,
FORCE Angles - ITEM 25 EXEC
Repeat COAS marks as reqd

When COAS marks complete,
DAP: A/AUTO/VERN
DAP ROT: DISC/DISC/DISC
FLT CNTLR PWR - OFF
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/

/ 4 \e 3-16.- The COAS reticle pattern (-Z view from aft crew station).

3.3.3.3 RNDZ NAV Marks

In a multiple failure case, the COAS can be used to take NAV marks. Since
this involves pointing the entire Orbiter (and hitting the ATT REF pb when
the TGT reaches the crosshairs), it can be very fuel-expensive and tedious.
Generally, one crewmember takes the marks and a second crewmember forces
them on REL NAV. The accuracy of this technique remains uncertain.

The operational use of the COAS for NAV is described in section 4.3.3.

3.3.4 Rendezvous Radar fRR)

During RNOZ operations, the RR is GNC's only direct source of R/R-DOT
measurements and a secondary source of target LOS angles (STRK angles are
more accurate at longer ranges). The RR can also provide angle rate data
but when TGT angular size is greater than radar beamwidth (1.6° at 3 dB),
beam wandering across the TGT can generate spurious angle rates.

Techniques to enhance radar trackability of the TGT are discussed in section
3.3.10.
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The RR shares the steerable 3-foot diameter dish antenna with the Ku-band
link to the TORS. It is a 50-watt pulse system operating around 13.883 GHz,
employing frequency agility (cycles through five frequencies to enhance TGT
detection and tracking), designed to acquire and track a TGT (with a radar
cross section of at least 1 square meter) at a range of 10 miles.

Note: A TGT-mounted transponder could increase that range to 300 miles but
no manifested TGT's have such equipment (onboard H/W and S/W could
support it). RR hardware design limits skin track ranges to 80 feet
minimum and 27.2 n. mi. maximum.

EL and AZ output from the RR are in a body aligned coordinate system
centered at the antenna system. The coordinate system is shown in figure
3-17. SHAFT and TRUNNION are in the radar antenna system and RESIDS are
computed in that coordinate system.

'radar

radar

radar

Figure 3-17.- Orbiter body coordinate system and
RR coordinate system.
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Although the radar can be used in any pointing region not obscured, it is
generally assumed that the TGT lies near the -Z axis. In fact, at angles
greater than about 30°, radar data becomes too inaccurate for use by RNDZ
NAV.

3.3.4.1 Switches

The RR is controlled from panel A1U (fig. 3-18).

The following switch options are available:

• POWER - To go from OFF to STANDBY or ON, warmup takes about 3-1/2
minutes.

• MODE - RDR COOP: Assumes transponder on TGT fs«e sectiort,̂ .-4.3.2)—

RDR PASSIVE: Assumes skin track only

COMM: No RNDZ function

Note: The antenna pointing depends not on MODE (COMM or RDR) but on whether
KU ANT ENA (ITEM 2 on REL NAV) is enabled. When ITEM 2 is enabled,
the Ku-band antenna TGT-pointing data is shipped from GNC to the SM
GPC. This allows SM to automatically point the Ku antenna at the TGT
when the KU ANT switch is in the GPC or GPC DESIG position. This is
true whether the MODE switch is in the RADAR or COMM position. When
ITEM 2 is enabled, TDRS antenna pointing (ITEMS 12, 13, 14 on SM
ANTENNA) via the KU ANT switch is Inhibited. The TDRS state vector
is still maintained by GNC and will be used when ITEM 2 is disabled.
See section 3.4.1.3 for details on ITEM 2.

• RADAR OUTPUT - HIGH, MED, LOW: During SEARCH the RR wi l l be cycled
through all power levels at or below the switch setting, lower power
first. Once lock-on occurs the power is set to the switch setting.
If the RR breaks lock and the system is in GPC, 20 seconds later the
search begins again automatically, but power level does not cycle unless
the designated range is less than 2550 feet; if the switch is in AUTO
TRACK, a new SEARCH must be manually initiated, and power level will
cycle. When tracking a TGT at a range of 640 feet or less the power
level automatically drops from the switch setting level to bypass mode.
Automatic downmoding is required only to protect the receiver, and w i l l
not necessarily protect the TGT if track is broken or if a SEARCH is
initiated. To protect the TGT, the manual downmoding must be used.

Therefore, in practice, during an approach it is advised to manually
switch from high to medium power and from medium to low power at appro-
priate ranges (2 n. mi. and-Ln. mi. have been proposed for a 1-square
meter radar cross section(RCSyTGT, but in practice a signal strength
check wirH- be included). This will keep field strength below 20 V/m on
the TGT/ This is payload dependent, and usually they want low power
inside pOO feet.
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Figure 3-18.- Panel A1U

• Antenna steering rotary switch (fig. 3-18). These modes and their
application to RNOZ are summarized in figure 3-19.

- GPC: This is "GPC acquisition." The antenna w i l l point to the SM
GPC-commanded AZ and EL, and w i l l perform range and closed-loop angle
TRK once the TGT is acquired. If the TGT is not acquired, the antenna
is automatically commanded to search (in a spiral scan) around the
designated point. The angle of search depends on expected range: it
is ±30° at 8 miles, +20° at 12 miles, +5° at 300 miles.

- GPC DESIG: The GNC GPC provides a TGT position vector which the SM '
GPC uses to aim the radar. There is no search pattern initiated.
Range/rate data are provided if the SV estimate was close enough and a
strong enough signal is returned. No closed-loop angle TRK is
provided in this mode, but the designated angles are updated every 2
seconds.
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Note: The Ku-band GPC OESIG position should not be selected when the
antenna is in the obscuration zone. When the antenna tracks a
TGT into the obscuration zone, the GPC reorients the antenna so
it can pick up the TGT as it clears the other side of the zone.
When GPC OESIG is selected with the TGT in the obscuration
zone, the GPC doesn't have any history from which to make a
reemergence prediction, so the antenna may rotate around
endlessly. This is why the procedures call for RR-AUTO TRK
when this situation occurs.

- AUTO TRACK: This begins with manual antenna pointing control,
followed by a manually initiated search. The antenna does a spiral
scan about the pointing direction at the time search is initiated, at
all ranges, to a width of +30°. Once the TGT is detected, automatic
angle and range TRK is provided. Note: The antenna can be manually
slewed in this mode;

- MAN SLEW: The RR is pointed manually; there is no scan, but all
ranges are searched within the 1.6° full-angle (for 3dB) cone of the
radar beam. If a TGT is acquired, standard range/rate data are
provided. To break track on a TGT, go to MAN SLEW, then slew the
antenna away a few degrees until the TRACK talkback (tb) goes barber
pole (bp).

Note: Valid RR angle data is available only in GPC or AUTO TRK modes
and if the antenna is free to slew.

• SEARCH (momentary contact) - This command only works if the rotary switch
is in AUTO TRACK and no TGT is currently being tracked. The antenna will
then begin a spiral search pattern.

• CONTROL - PANEL: The panel switches have absolute control.

- COMMAND: The only functions which can be commanded from the
ground via the ground control interface logic (GCIL) unit
despite the current position of the power and mode switches
are: COMM power ON/STANDBY/OFF.

Note: Regardless of the control switch position, the ground can uplink six
command loads to the SM GPC which will configure the Ku-band system
via the serial input/output (SIO): KU/serial I/O enable, range
estimate AUTO/MIN, radar self test ON/OFF, antenna inertial
stabilization ON/OFF (GPC designate mode only), obscuration mask
ON/OFF, and traveling wave tube (TWT) amplifier ON/OFF. There are no
current plans to utilize this capability.

• SLEW - These switches allow manual slewing of the antenna. Two rates are
allowed: low (0.4 deg/s) and high (20 deg/s). Elevation and azimuth are
defined in an Orbiter body frame (see figure 2-16) along the -Z axis,
with elevation corresponding to Orbiter pitch (+ is toward the nose) and
azimuth corresponding to Orbiter body roll (+ is toward the right looking
out OH window; i.e., the port wing).

v^' H •



JSC-10589

GPC ACQ

GPC DES

AUTO TRACK

MAN SLEW

Uses TGT SV
for ant
EL, AZ

Yes

Yes

No

No

If not pointed
at target"

Search angle
dependent on
expected range

No search

Search to
±30° angle

No search

Angles good
to NAV and
ADI LOS
needles

Yes

No

Yes

No

Perform
closed-loop
tracking

Yes

No

Yes

No

Rendezvous/
PROX OPS phase usage

Normally, always on
approach

Never
(TORS COHM only)

Backup mode to GPC ACQ.
Likely to be needed post
deploy, then switch to
GPC ACQ after NAV
converged

Possibly for space
station at R < 2-3n.ini .

* If pointed at target, RR locks on in all modes.

Figure 3-19.- RR steering modes.

• SIGNAL STRENGTH meter - This shows how much power is being reflected back
from the target and is a function of range, transmitted power, and radar
cross section.

• TALKBACKS - TRACK is gray if tracking, bp otherwise.

- SCAN WARN is gray if the beam is within about 5° of the
Orbiter body, bp otherwise. When SCAN WARN is on, Rf
transmission is disabled, but this has been overridden.
So for RR OPS the indicator is a NO OP.

- SEARCH is gray if searching, bp otherwise. After 1 minute
maximum, SEARCH automatically times out. It will repeat in
GPC acquisition mode about new designate angles after a 20-
second delay.

3.3.4.2 Parameters

Range, range rate, azimuth, and elevation are measured along the LOS to the
TGT (The RR directly measures relative range rate via Doppler tracking of
the TGT). The values are displayed on the REL NAV SPEC function (section
3.4.1) and on an aft crew station dedicated display meter (select R/R-DOT or
EL/AZ).
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The RR data are displayed on panel A2 (fig. 3-20) with a pair of LED digital
displays which represent either range (in kft) and range rate (in ft/s) or
(depending on position of the OIGI-DIS SELECT switch) elevation and azimuth
angles (degrees, Orbiter -Z reference). The elevation and azimuth inertial
LOS TGT angle rates (in mr/sec) are always displayed on a two-D meter (scale
is selectable, XI or X10); the mr (milliradians) unit is useful because
multiplying mr/s by range (in kft) gives normal to line of sight (NLOS) rate
in ft/s, with respect to an inertial frame centered on TGT. The elevation
and azimuth angles and rates allow maintenance of Orbiter position on the
TGT V-BAR, even in darkness when the COAS is not usable (see section 4.3.6
for desired e.g.-offset depression angles).

Figure 3-20.- Panel A2.

The elevation and azimuth inertial LOS angle rates provide information on
relative position rates normal to the LOS to the TGT and are independent of
Orbiter body attitude as they are referenced to the radar gyro (inertial
reference) frame. Once close to the TGT, they become unusable due to beam
wandering and random relative motion. In fact, flight experience indicates
that, at all ranges, LOS rates as displayed on panel A2 jitter far too much
to be useful as procedures criteria. Proper filtering may improve this.

A "detect" flag is set (but not displayed onboard) when a return signal is
first received. Once the return passes a Ku-band electronic assembly
internal validity check, "DATA GOOD" flags are set and closed-loop tracking
can begin. The data can now be used in REL NAV.
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3.3.4.4 Self-Test

The Ku-band system is put through a self-test of its circuitry early in the
RNDZ phase. While the self-test in itself is not always an absolute
indication of a failed or operational radar system, it does provide insight
into the system should some anomaly become apparent later in the profile.

The system is configured to the RDR PASSIVE mode for self-test. The system
can be tested in the COMM mode, but in the RDR PASSIVE mode the radar pro-
cessor is tested as well as the electronics assembly and deploy mechanism.
For self-test to pass, the radar system power output must be at HIGH.

The system control is put to MAN SLEW to keep the antenna from receiving
gimbal commands to follow the TORS at the completion of the test. One of
the system peculiarities occurs when the system is placed into the
communications mode while the TORS is obscured by Orbiter body blockage. In
this situation, the antenna could possibly begin oscillating from one gimbal
stop to another until the TORS exits blockage.

When the panel is properly configured, the system control is transferred
from ground command to onboard by selecting CNTL - PNL.

The SIGNAL STRENGTH meter is set to register for Ku so the crew can monitor
the progress of the self-test; range/range rate is selected on the digital
display so the crew can tell if the system passed or failed self-test; and
cross pointer scaling is set to its high resolution display so the crew can
more accurately monitor LOS rates during PROX OPS. Self-test is initiated
via the appropriate item entry on the SM ANTENNA display and lasts about 3
minutes. During the test, several simulated TGT inputs are sent through the
system, and the crew will see the SCAN WARN, TRACK, and SEARCH panel
talkbacks cycle to gray from barberpole. At test completion, a pass (888.8)
or fail (333.3) indication will be given on the digital display (panel A2)
and on the PEL NAV display in the range slot.
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At test conclusion, the crew cancels the self-test command (ITEM 7) and
reconfigures the Ku system. Before going back to ground command, the mode
switch is put back into COMM, but the antenna pointing is not reconfigured
back to GPC from MAN SLEW to avoid gimbal oscillations. During the next
ground acquisition of signal (AOS), the MCC will verify that the TORS is not
in blockage before configuring back to GPC pointing control of the antenna.

Flight experience has shown that the RR self-test has failed about half the
time, but the RR has always performed properly for RNOZ and PROX OPS.

3.3.4.5 Configure for RNOZ Radar TGT Acquisition

This procedure is shown in figure 3-21A; it is called out in section 4.1.18
of the RNDZ procedures rationale narrative.

IGNC 33 REL NAV I J
C R T KU ANT SNA - fl]^2 E X E C (')

GNC, I /O R E S E T E X E C
AlU KU MODE - RDR PASSIVE

KU - GPC
/KU RDR OUTPUT - HI

KU CNTL - PNL
A2 OIGI-OIS SEL - R/RDOT

Figure 3-21A.- configure for RR
TARGET ACQ.

Because of the pulse repetition techniques used by *•<* the RR, the maximum
possible unambiguous range for TGT acquisition 1s just under 164 kft
(27 n. mi.). To avoid acquiring confusing and inaccurate data at longer
ranges, the system is configured—1§ the radar mode after the Orbiter-to-TGT
predicted range is less tharMSO kftT̂ > r̂  : c-t

—̂—.._.-——-"•p*\ . -—
Speed of electromagnetic waves iriultiplied by pulse repetition frequency of
the RR system while in long range~~frack mode gives the total distance
traveled by one RR pulse before the next pulse is sent. Dividing by 2 gives
the one-way distance from Orbiter to TGT that allows a single RR pulse to be
sent, reflected off the TGT, and returned to the Orbiter before another RR
pulse is sent.

If the RR did acquire a TGT at longer ranges, a second RR pulse would have
already been sent by the time the initial pulse was returned. In this case
the RR would interpret the returning initial pulse as being a return of the
second pulse off of a TGT close to the Orbiter. The interpreted TGT range
would be approximately 164 kft less than the actual range to the TGT.

The radar is put Into the RDR PASSIVE mode for TGT's without radar trans-
ponders on them (the ROR COOP mode for aided TGT's has not yet been
validated on the STS). The KU switch is placed in the GPC position so that
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the radar can automatically receive pointing estimates for where to search
for the TGT from the Orbiter GPC's. In the GPC mode of operation, the RR
performs a spiral search for the TGT every 80 seconds until lock-on. The
search pattern begins at the GPC designated gimbal angles and covers a 30°
half angle cone. The spiral search takes 60 seconds to complete, after
which the RR receives new designate angles, drives to those designates, and
waits for the next search command. HIGH power on the RADAR OUTPUT switch is
required to support TGT acquisition at maximum ranges. Once the panel has
been properly set up, the control of the radar system is transferred from
ground command (CMD) to onboard control panel (PNL) via the KU CNTL switch.

Interface software is set up for the Ku system to receive pointing
designates from the GN&C software for the RNOZ TGT by executing KU ANT ENA.
Without this item executed, the Ku designates come from the SM software and
are for the TORS satellite selected for communication. The GNC I/O RESET
executed later initiates this interface processing.

NAV software is configured such that angle data will be input from the RR
system instead of the STRK or COAS by executing ITEM 13 on the REL NAV
display. Even if angles are still selected from STRK or COAS, the R and R-
DOT are exclusively from the RR and are thus always selected (there is no
choice).

The DIGI-OIS SEL is set to monitor range and range rate. Until lock-on,
this value will be zero and will show data only after the TGT is detected.
If the meter were configured to display AZ and EL, the crew would see the
designated pointing angles displayed prior to acquisition and then actual
angles after acquisition. Since designate angles should be close to actual,
if the panel were set to angle data, it would not be obvious by viewing the
meter if an acquisition had occurred or not.

Whenever either RR angle exceeds 30°, radar angle measurements will be
inhibited by crew action. This is because angle data is considered valid
only within a band plus or minus 30° from the line-of-sight of the RR.
(Ref: Onboard Navigation Systems Characteristics, Dec. 1981, section 7;
JSC-14675; 79-FM-5, Rev 1)

3.3.4.6 RR

A standard procedure for RR AUTO TRACK acquisition is shown on the RNDZ OPS
cue cara below (fig. 3-21B). The antenna is manually pointed towards where
the TGT really should be; if lock-on still fails, return to GPC/ACQ mode
(pointed by NAV), and the last hope is that target radar reflectivity
characteristics (range and/or attitude) will improve enough to allow
acquisition.
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;KU - AUTO TRK
(Slew antenna to Elev 0, Az 0 "\ 3fl

v v - (or Elev, Az as seen in COAS)/
T)Ku TRACK tb - gray
Hf no TRK/<vf

KU SEARCH - SEARCH (tb-gray)
iIf no lock-on within one minute,

KU - GPC

Figure 3-21B.- RR AUTO TRACK ACQ.

3.3.4.7 Radar Effects on Target

The electromagnetic pulse from the Ku-band antenna must be powerful enough
to allow a sufficiently strong echo to return off the TGT. Since inverse
square law dissipation occurs on both the outbound and inbound legs, the
total energy loss follows an inverse fourth power law. This feature
suggests that a radar powerful enough for tracking an object several miles
away could be powerful enough to damage its electronics when it gets to
within several hundred feet. This is true, even with the option of reducing
power during approach (see section 4.1.62 for a discussion of these
procedures).

Figure 3-22 shows the induced electrical charge in volts/meter caused by the
Ku-band radar at its four power settings, as a function of range.

When operating in any power mode, when the Ku-band system detects
range < 640 feet it will automatically command "bypass power," which reduces
power to 40 dB below high (there is no other way, either from onboard or
MCC, to instigate this mode). If the system breaks lock it will jump to the
power setting on the panel (HIGH, or MEDIUM [12 dB below HIGH), or
LOW [24 dB below HIGH]) momentarily before detecting R < 640 and resuming
"bypass mode".
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volts/
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3000 ft

1500 ft

Range - Mters

Figure 3-22.- Induced volts/meter on target.

3.3.5 Closed Circuit Television

Although installed for other purposes, the CCTV's are also used as important
range/rate sensors.

The fields of view of the CCTV's are as follows:

There are normal lenses (usually on the PLB A, B, C, and D cameras and the
RMS EE) with focal lengths of 18 mm to 108 mm (zoom of 6:1) and wide angle
lenses (RMS elbow and sometimes per PL request on PLB B and C) with focal
lengths of 8.2 mm to 25 mm (zoom of 3:1). The following values apply for
focus set to far and underscan on, and they refer to the horizontal scale on
the CCTV monitor, in degrees: normal-lenses zoom-out is 40.9, zoom-in 6.6;
wide-angle lenses zoom-out is 83.3, zoom-in is 29.5.
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Note: Adjusting the focus wi l l affect the width of the normal lens FOV,
with zoom-out FOV changing from 40.9 to 33 as the focus is changed
from "far" to "near," and zoom-in FOV changing from 6.6 to 5.8 as the
focus is changed from "far" to "near"; however, for rendezvous and
PROX OPS, the focus w i l l always be set to "far." With the wide lens,
changing focus will hardly affect width of FOV at all.

3.3.5.1 Locations

There can be four bulkhead-mounted CCTV's in the PLB, designated A (forward
port), B (aft port), C (aft starboard), and D (forward starboard); two RMS
cameras (elbow and wrist); and possibly keel and pallet cameras. Selection
and control of camera operations is made via panel A7U (fig. 3-23); the two
monitors are on panel A3 (fig. 3-24). Camera pan and tilt angles are shown
on the CCTV monitors in the monitor "data on" mode. ~T/i4«_ /*

3.3.5.2 Control/Display

On each of the two CCTV monitors, the camera ID, pan, tilt, and camera over-
temperature can be displayed (selectable via the DATA SWITCH ON/OFF on the
monitor). Crosshairs can also be displayed (selectable via the X HAIR
ON/OFF toggle switch). Two camera scenes can be multiplexed onto one
monitor, but in this case only camera ID information can be displayed;
neither pan/tilt nor crosshairs can be displayed.

3.3.5.3 Triangulation Technique
»

Forward and aft bulkhead camera tilt angles are obtained by the crewmember
after the TGT has been centered in the FOV (fig. 3-25). By use of
triangulation (see chart, fig. 3-26), the range to the TGT can be determined
(it is then biased by the distance from the forward camera to the roof of
the crew compartment, to provide a pure "clearance" reading where "0" is
contact). The error sensitivity of this technique is a function of tilt
angle, and the range estimates become degraded at angles of greater than
about 80° (ranges greater than 200 feet).

The CCTV cameras must be "zeroed" ahead of time and possibly during RNDZ
phase if the tilt encoders are disturbed. This is done in the CCTV CONFIG
block by pointing camera A at camera B (and vice versa) and hitting
PAN/TILT-RESET switch for both; repeat for cameras C and 0.

See section 4.3.6 for values of forward (FWD) PLB CCTV tilt angle on V-BAR,
as function of range.

3.3.5.4 Keel/Pallet

For some payloads (e.g., LDEF or TSS), one or more of the bulkhead cameras
may be remounted inside the PLB. A keel-mounted camera will look right up
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CAMCHACOMMANO
2OOM IN* TILT
W* OTCNV UP*

^AN/TILT focus
NtSITV fARff

Figure 3-23.- Panel A7U. Camera command & video input/output,

Camera ID, pan and tilt
angles appear here

Figure 3-24.- Panel A3.
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Centered in
field of
view

Bulkhead camera
tilt angles

Forward

Range = 60 x tangent (angle) - bias

Figure 3-25.- Use of bulkhead cameras tilt angles to determine range,
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CAMERA ANGLES AND RADAR ANGLES RANGING CHART

30 20

-800

30 20

-530

Forward
camera angles

10
-400

0 10 20 30

-940 Approx -1300

Mid bay c'9' Aft camera angles
(distance in ft.)

{ridar angles)

Figure 3-26.- Triangulation chart.

(Note: RMS EE coordinates also provided here.)

3-46



JSC-10589

the -Z axis; it will have no tilt/pan control. Both Orbiter X and Y axis
deviations can readily be detected and controlled using such a view. (See
fig. 3-27.)

3.3.5.5 RMS Wrist

With the RMS in grapple position, the wrist camera FOV is normal to the
-Z axis. Motion of the payload in this view is the prime indicator of fine
closing rates just prior to final stationkeeping and grappling (fig. 3-28a).
Rates along Orbiter X axis are also monitored here.

The RMS elbow camera (if installed) could be used as a backup to the RMS
wrist camera. Pan/tilt orientation for this camera must be manually
adjusted. In such a case, it might be preferable to perform grapple over
the COAS, using aft bay CCTV's for rate measurement. See section 4.4.6 for
failure recovery discussion.

Plain view

Monitor view

Figure 3-27.- Keel camera,
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As an aid to visualizing Orbiter-relatlve motion of an object being observed
in the EE CCTV, a transparent overlay (fig. 3-288) is included in Flight
Data File (FDF) for installation over the appropriate CCTV monitor.

Motion directly
towards mid-bay

I

Wrist
CCTV

Motion 1s
| NLOS

CCTV field
of view

RMS in
ready-to-grapple

position

+X

Figure 3-28A.- Use of RMS wrist camera to determine range rate.

3.3.5.6 Other PL8 cameras

Depending on mission cargo mix, there may be other CCTV's in the PLB viewing
up the -Z axis (e.g., Earth observation systems). Their utility to RNDZ and
PROX OPS must be determined on a mission-by-mission basis.
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Figure 3-28B.- EE CCTV object motion overlay.

3.3.6 CCTV/Overlay

A variety of methods exist to estimate distance to a TGT in the event of
radar failure. Within 200 feet, CCTV elevation angle is used, and COAS
subtended angle can be used out to about 1000 feet, depending on the size of
the TGT. A crewmember's binocular vision can provide excellent ranging
estimates out to 60 to 80 feet; judgements based on TGT angular size are
probably good to 200 to 400 feet, depending on TGT size. A combination of
hardware, geometry, and human factors limitations degrade the accuracy of
these methods as range increases. The most reliable technique is use of TGT
angular size on CCTV screens.

In current practice, if the radar is failed, there is only one method of
determining range at distances much beyond 1000 feet with reasonable
accuracy. For payloads the size of Solar Maximum Mission (SMM) or long-
duration exposure facility (LDEF), range can be estimated from about 40 to
6000 feet, with a mean error (based on SES experience) of about 3 percent to
4 percent. Procedurally, the crew configures the CCTV cameras for either
full or no zoom. The TGT is approximately centered, then the bottom line of
the applicable range ruler (fig. 3-29) is placed atop the screen image of
one end of the optimum axis. Range is read where the other end of the axis
falls. A gross estimate of range rate may also be obtained using the rulers
and a stopwatch or HP41CV program, although SES experience shows that range
rate accuracy is poor (mean error of 50 percent). Essentially, the rulers
can only be relied upon to provide a "sense" of the range rate; e.g.,
opening or closing; fast or slow. In practice, it is best to wait until two
or three ruler hacks are taken that give consistent R-DOT, before performing
translation to adjust R-DOT. However, it may not be possible to wait that
long.
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Figure 3-29.- Typical ranging overlay.

Flight experience has shown that image blooming caused by overbrightness
from Sun reflections off the TGT can seriously degrade the utility of this
procedure. The displayed CCTV Image can be rendered useless during these
phases. Current CCTV H/W improvements may help with this problem; manual
camera iris control is also useful.

Note: Underscan should be selected on the CCTV's when using the ranging
rulers. The rulers can be made either way, but are made up for
underscan because 000 requirements for downlist TV preclude the use
of operating without underscan. Underscan (switch selectable)
creates a blank border around the CCTV monitor image, which insures
that no edge overlap scenes are being downlinked. However, it also
results in a 6 percent reduction in image size on the CCTV monitor.
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3.3.7 Other Ranging Devices

3.3.7.1 Laser Rangefinder

A laser rangefinder was operated on early RNDZ missions. Originally
conceived as part of an AUTO-focusing system for the CCTV system, it was
mounted on a PLB TV camera, and range and range rate readouts were displayed
on a CCTV screen. The device was effective out to a range of perhaps 400
feet. Experience was unsatisfactory and this particular device was not used
subsequently.

In principle, such devices (with improvements) can be very useful as close
range sensors for space station docking. With ranges of up to several
miles, such devices make terminal phase much easier, especially when range
and rate data can be fed directly into NAV. Hardware development is
underway on such a device.

3.3.7.2 Stadimetric Binoculars

This optional equipment, first flown on STS 51-A and highly recommended by
the crew, consists of 8X binoculars with tick-marked reticle (5-milliradian
increments). In conjunction with an HP41C program for angle-to-range
conversion, it provided an accurate and easy-to-use backup ranging device.

3.3.7.3 Global Positioning System

Use of the global positioning system (GPS) for relative NAV may someday be
feasible. Equipment on both Orbiter and TGT process GPS data and then
difference the pseudorange data for relative motion NAV. This technique
would allow GPS systematic biases to cancel out. For a single user,
expected accuracy is to within 35 feet in position, and 1 ft/s in rates;
however, relative positions would be accurate to within 3 to 10 feet. Use
of this technique would require new NAV software in the Orbiter, and to date
this has not been approved.

3.3.7.4 Other

Other NAV technologies have been proposed for determining the SV of the
Orbiter. These include "TACAN NAV" and "TORS NAV." Neither has been
implemented or scheduled, and thus they have no relevance to current or
planned RNOZ operations. Advanced systems for space station RNDZ NAV are
discussed in chapter 8.

3.3.8 Orbiter Lights

For nighttime viewing of TGT's through the COAS along the -Z axis, a
spotlight is mounted on the forward PLB bulkhead and projects a 10° beam
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(half intensity at edges). The light is a 230-watt metal halide device
providing about 1200 candlepower. Brightness is sufficient to determine TGT
attitude at 700 feet, where the beam width is about 100 feet. The light is
controlled from a switch on panel Al.

The six PLB lights already installed do provide some nighttime TGT
illumination capability, but the overhead docking light increases intensity
in its beam by about 30 percent. At low light levels this is quite
significant.

There is also another light atop the CCTV on the RMS wrist. Note that for
PL's in the bay, some or all of the PLB lights may have to be kept off for
PL thermal constraints.

A specialized portable xenon light (called the "streamlight") is available
as an optional item for night stationkeeping. It throws a lot more light
(one million candlepower) than regular Orbiter lights, and crews (the first
was 51-A) highly recommend it. The light is fastened on a camera bracket at
one overhead window and plugs into utility power; stowed, it and its own
power converter take up one full middeck locker. It is a big power user
and gives off a lot of heat. In-cabin use is constrained by window
transmissivity.

3.3.9 Target-Mounted Sensors

Some TGT's have their own attitude sensors and make such data readily
available for display onboard the Orbiter and on the ground. Where such
attitude data exists or can be derived, every effort should be made to make
it available to the crew during PROX OPS.

3.3.10 Target-Mounted Tracking Aids

Various TGT characteristics are desirable for enhancing the ability of the
Orbiter crewmember to determine TGT range and attitude.

In terms of visual tracking, it is desirable that the TGT not have high-
gloss surfaces which can cause specular reflections of sunlight (flat white
paint is a good scheme). Furthermore, ranging through the COAS can be
facilitated if some visible features of the TGT (either structures or
markings) are sized appropriately so as to subtend angles of 2° at 100 feet
and at 30 feet (that's a true linear dimension of 3.5 feet and 1 foot,
respectively); this is a desirable, but not required, feature.

Reflection characteristics of the TGT can be enhanced by use of reflective
tape. Visibility out to 500 feet can be achieved.
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Figure 3-30.- Effect of corner reflectors on radar cross section.
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In terms of lighting, if the reflection of the TGT characteristics or
Orbiter pointing is inadequate to provide visual cues at night (regarding
TGT relative position, orientation, and grapple fixture location), then
running lights are highly desirable, with the following characteristics:

• Capability exists for flight-crew on-off commanding.

• Lights are steady-state with intensity of 1.0 candlepower on the beam
cone centerline, decreasing to 10 percent of maximum at ±80°.

• If flashing lights are required (due to power limitations), the rate
should be more than once per second.

• The optimum number of lights is eight (of equal brightness), located
orthogonally with respect to target coordinate frame, with color coding
as follows: port - red (two), starboard -'green (two), and bottom -
yellow (four).

• A minimum of two lights should be provided on spin-stabilized TGT's.

Radar reflectivity can be enhanced through the use of simple corner
reflectors (fig. 3-30), which significantly increase the radar cross section
of the target.

In terms of close-in radar TRK, a radar enhancement device (RED) can be used
to prevent beam wandering over a TGT of large angular extent; this can
reduce noise in the range and range rate measurements. At long ranges a RED
can be expected to provide more distant radar tracking capability.

3.4 NAVIGATION

The task of NAV is to find out where one object is located and is moving,
relative to a reference frame or another moving object. This section
describes the use of the REL NAV SPEC, the theory of Orbiter SV management,
and the stages through which onboard sensor data pass into SV knowledge.

3.4.1 REL NAV (SPEC 033)

Relative navigation (REL NAV) (fig. 3-31) is available in OPS 2. It
provides the crew with relative state information and translational thrust
monitor capability for the RNOZ, PROX OPS, and PL deployment/retrieval
phases of the mission. It also provides data and controls for RNOZ NAV
operations using the STRK, RR, and COAS. NAV filter controls are provided
to allow manual control of NAV data from the STRK, RR, or COAS, depending on
which are being used.
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Figure 3-31 - The REL NAV (SPEC 033) display.

Interaction with Orbiter DPS actions can affect REL NAV's processing, as
specified in section 3.7.

The NAV data is used to update the Orbiter SV. However, FSW can conceivably
be changed so sensor data would improve the TGT state instead of the Orbiter
state, but not through a simple ITEM entry on the REL NAV display. The
present design has an I-loaded flag that determines which state will be
updated by the Kalman filter. This flag could only be changed in I-load, or
by a G-MEM via crew input or by uplink.

Note: Although FLTR is the SPEC abbreviation of "FILTER," use of the
abbreviation "FILT" is wi4espread in documentation with identical
meanin9-

3.4.1.1 Parameters

The RR determined relative state information includes the following (compare
to generic RNDZ parameters in section 2.5 and RR-specific parameters in
section 3.3.4):

• RNG: Line of sight range (kft) between the vehicles.*
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• R-DOT: Range rate (ft/s); sign convention is positive opening, negative
closing.*
Note: Both raw radar and NAV values are displayed for RNG and R-DOT.

• EL: Pitch position (elevation) of the radar antenna gimbal relative to
its -Z null position (±90°); positive sense - antenna motion toward the
+X Orbiter axis.*

• AZ: Roll position (azimuth) of the radar antenna gimbal relative to its
-Z null position (±180°); positive sense - antenna motion toward -Y
Orbiter axis.*

• u>P or EL-DOT: Pitch inertial angle rate (± mr/sec); positive sense -
antenna motion toward the +X Orbiter axis (mr = milliradians).*

• ojR or AZ-DOT: Roll inertial angle rate (± mr/sec); positive sense -
antenna motion toward the -Y Orbiter axis.*

*This radar information will be displayed whether or not RNDZ NAV is
enabled, as "long as there is a data path through FF3. The same data can
also be seen on crew station panel A2. After the radar locks on to the TGT,
there are still down arrows on the REL NAV display for a short period of
time. This happens because the software is conducting a data good check on
the radar data and until the discrete becomes GOOD the down arrows w i l l
remain. RR data may still be good enough for manual phase.

• 9 - (Theta): The angle between the Orbiter V-bar and the UNIV PTG body
vector (ignoring effects of deadbanding). If UNIV PTG is tracking the
TGT with the -Z axis, 9 is the elevation angle of the TGT with respect to
the chaser V-bar.

• Y - The out-of-plane distance (kft). Positive sense is along negative
angular momentum vector of the TGT, or to the right when heads up, facing
forward. For posigrade orbits, this is south.

• Y-OOT - The out-of-plane rate (ft/s), same sense as Y.

• NODE - The MET time hh:mm:ss of the next nodal crossing between TGT and
Orbiter. This is generally unusable with current flight software
precisions since the Orbiter and TGT are always so close to being
co-planar.

3.4.1.2 Processing

RNDZ NAV processes sensor data to update the SV and covariance matrix in
OPS 2 under the following conditions:

a. NAV is on a measurement processing cycle, which occurs every other
3.84-second cycle. This is, marks are incorporated every 8 seconds (two
NAV processing cycles).
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b. Sensed acceleration (CONT ACC) for this cycle is < 20,000 ng (i.e., no
QMS burn in progress, since a single OMS burn gives about 34,000 ng).

c. Data are flagged good.

d. Auto/Inhibit/Force (AIF) switch is not set to INH.

e. Data residual passes the NAV residual edit test.

f. If in MM 202, MEAS ENA is on.

Note: Even though both radar and STRK output data at a rate faster than it
can be used by software, RNDZ NAV simply snapshots the data when it
is needed; it does not average the values.

3.4.1.3 REL NAV SPEC Manipulation

All Item entries may require up to 8 seconds for response to appear.

3.4.1.3.1 RNOZ NAV enable (Item 1).- This item is used to transition
between the basic orbit NAV and RNDZ NAV. It is a flip-flop item and is
inhibited on initial display call-up whenever entering OPS 2. An asterisk
w i l l appear when RNDZ NAV is enabled.

The PROP SV is created as a copy of the FLTR SV, and the FLTR SV is enabled
for sensor data incorporation. During RNDZ NAV, the TGT SV and the Orbiter/
TGT covariance matrix are also maintained (in addition to two Orbiter SV's)
using preloaded acceleration models and external sensor data (STRK, RR,
COAS), if available. In non-RNDZ NAV, only the Orbiter FLTR SV is main-
tained; the TGT SV is not propagated and no external sensor data are used to
update the Orbiter SV. If RNDZ NAV is not enabled, the following parameters
are blanked: RNG, R-DOT, e, Y, and Y-DOT.

When RNDZ NAV is enabled, the COVAR MATRIX is also initialized along with
the mark accept/reject counters. Enabling RNDZ NAV does not change previous
values of the AIF flags, the sensor selected as angle source, and the KU ANT
enable flag. See sections 4.1.6 and 3.7.3 for operational use of this
feature.

I ,
Note: A TGT SV must be Tess-ttwi 15 hours <Htt~to allow enabling of

RNDZ NAV.

r3.4.1.3.2 Ku-band antenna enable function (Item 2).- Execution of Item 2
results in the GNC GPC ' s passing the £££ relative state, which is necessary
for Ku-band antenna management, to the SM GPC. SM commands the antenna
through MDM PL1. This tells the radar where to point to acquire the TGT.
Recall that the RR is part of the Ku-band antenna system, and that this
function is controlled by the SM OPS 2 GPC. Prior to RR acquisition of a
TGT, this item must be enabled and a GNC I/O reset performed. When this
item is selected, the antenna is pointed at the target, no matter what the
RR MODE switch says. See section 3.3.4.1.
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3.4.1.3.3 Sensor measurement enab1e\(Item 3).- This item, MEAS ENA, is used
to enable the RNDZ NAV software to usfe onboard sensor data (RR, STRK, COAS)
to update the filtered SV in MM 202. JEven with the AIF's (EDIT OVRD
selection) set to AUTO (items 1, 17,\£U 23 selected), onboard sensor data
are not utilized in MM 202 unless the MEAS ENA item is selected. Even then,
external sensor measurements can only be incorporated in MM 202 NAV if the
total sensed acceleration is less than a threshold value (currently 20,000
pg). When that threshold is reached, such as during an QMS burn, only the %̂
IMU data are used to update the Orbiter SV. This item is not applicable in
MM 201, and an attempt to use it in MM 201 will result in an ILLEGAL ENTRY
message. In MM 202, execution of Item 3 will cause an "*" to appear when
the capability is enabled in the software. This may take up to 8 seconds to
be initiated. Upon return to MM 201, MEAS ENA will be automatically
disabled arid-the "*" will disappear.

thinking is to leave MEAS ENA off when in MM 202, since
RR data has been obtained in the period leading up to MM

202 transition (approximately 8 minutes prior to Ti TIG) for a good TGT'ing
solution. If MEAS ENA were set "on," additional RR marks would be taken
during this period and would presumably be improving knowledge of the
Qrbiter-to-target relative state. However, the Orbiter is moving to a BURN
ATT, which was computed when the MNVR was loaded (Item 22) on ORBIT MNVR
EXEC. Lambert guidance takes over just prior to the time of ignition (TIG
-15 seconds) and computes a "new improved" BURN ATT (based on these recent
RR marks) which may significantly differ from the one issued earlier if the
maneuver is small. The problem is that the crew has no way of quickly (in
several seconds) determining if this BURN ATT update truly reflects a
genuinely improved knowledge of the SV, or is due to some guidance or
tracking anomaly.

If RR acquisition occurs sufficiently in advance of the pre-Ti MM 202
transition, the small additional improvement potentially generated by more
RR marks during maneuver to BURN ATT is considered to be insufficient justi-
fication for risking the dilemma of a sudden "surprise" at TIG -15 seconds.
If RR lock-on is late and only a few marks are available for Ti targeting,
the issue is more debatable. One possible way out is to then have MEAS ENA
on during the maneuver to attitude and then reload the MNVR in ORBIT MNVR ^u^^
EXEC. Any change to BURN ATT will then show up with 1 to 2 minutes for_
decision, rather than 5 to 10 seconds. This issue is still be4ng-wo*Jc0fl and
final discussions will be reflected in specific mission RNDZ books.

3.4.1.3.4 State vector select (Item 4).- Item 4 allows the crew to control
the source of the Orbiter SV for use in relative state data being displayed
on REL NAV, and being sent to UNIV PTG, targeting, on-orbit guidance, and
downlink to the MCC real-time monitoring. Item 4 is a flip-flop that alter-
nately selects "filtered" or "propagated" Orbiter SV data. Upon execution,
the word "FLTR" or "PROP," as applicable, will be displayed to the right of
the item number. This item is initialized in "PROP." The filtered SV is an
SV that incorporates RNDZ NAV filter data derived from RR, STRK, or COAS
measurements. The propagated SV is a separate Orbiter SV which is not
updated by RNDZ NAV filter inputs. The philosophy for practical SV manage-
ment is described in section 3.4.2, plus in 4.1.14 and 4.1.22.
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3.4.1.3.5 State vector update.- This section of the display shows the
filtered SV correction in position (POS) and velocity (VEL) resulting from
use of sensor data from the previous cycle. This is used to evaluate
convergence of the filtered NAV state, particularly early in a sensor pass.

3.4.1.3.6 Powered flight NAV controls and displays (Items 5, 6, 7).- The
upper right-hand portion of the display includes displays and controls use-
ful during powered flight. In particular, item 5 is used to enable/disable
the interface between Orbiter NAV and IMU-accumulated sensed-velocity data;
nominal condition is interface enabled. In the nominal modes the NAV
software continuously monitors the IMU accumulated sensed-velocity data and
incorporates it if the observed AV exceeds a threshold value. AVG G comes
up "on" in MM 201, but it may be toggled with ITEM 5 EXEC; AVG G is always
"on" in MM 202 and ITEM 5 EXEC will result in an ILLEGAL entry message.

When AVG G is off, IMU-sensed velocities are not used in updating the
Orbiter SV. With this type of modeling, RCS translations or rotations made
manually by a crewmember with the THC or RHC will not be accounted for in
the navigational model until observed, with the on-board NAV sensors. Thus,
before any such MNVR is made in MM 201, AVG G should be on.

In the upper right-hand portion of the display, a translation thrust monitor
capability is possible when AVG G is enabled. The velocity gained along
each of the X, Y, and Z body component axis, as well as the total velocity
gained, will be displayed. The individual velocity component registers will
increment or decrement according to the sense of the velocity change,
whereas the total velocity will increment due to the absolute magnitude of
any velocity change. An item number is provided (Item 6) to reset all of
the component registers to zero, and another item number (Item 7) is used to
reset the total velocity register to zero. The first time in OPS 2 that
this display is called, these values will be zeroed. Thereafter, they will
reflect the values which were available the last time the display was
terminated (that is, the values become static when AVG G is OFF).

Current planning is for the AVG G switch to always be on. Experience has
shown that the displayed velocity deltas are not particularly useful over a
long period of time because of IMU noise accumulation. The only known
reason to turn AVG G off would be if a new GPC IPL is required and GNC has
been unable to uplink IMU accel compensations. The AVG G switch would be
set to off until GNC has had a chance to do the IMU uplinks. There are no
other known situations.

Note: There i? currently a question" of what the AVG G threshold value
should be.̂ -̂ The-problenLĴ t̂o have a value high enough to eliminate
accelerometer bias from being accepted by NAV, yet low enough to
include all the uncoupled ROT maneuvers which affect the SV. It
appears (minutes of Rendezvous Flight Techniques Panel 5, Sept. 9,
1983) that a threshold of less than 0.1 ft/s will be needed to detect
0.2 deg/s vernier RCS MNVR's which cause translation cross-coupling.
The current IMU accelerometer 1-sigma bias is 50 ^g's (0.0016
ft/s/sec) corresponding to 0.01 ft/s over one NAV cycle (7.3 sec).
This question is still being worked. Current limit is set to 0.06, a

l'<
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"best compromise." IMU LSB allows pulses as low as 0.0345 ft/s to be
measured.

3.4.1.3.7 State vector transfer (Items 8, 9, 10, 11).- Four item controls
are provided for the transfer of SV's. Item 8 transfers the filtered
Orbiter SV to the propagated Orbiter SV slots, and item 9 transfers the
propagated Orbiter SV to the filtered Orbiter SV slots (this is called "FLTR
RESTART"). FLTR to PROP occurs for several different rationales which are
explained in detail in section 3.4.2.2.

Item 10 transfers the Orbiter FLTR SV to the TGT SV slots, and item 11
transfers the TGT SV to the Orbiter FLTR SV slot.

If a TGT TO ORB SV transfer (which replaces the FLTR SV) were done inad-
vertently, an easy, though not perfect, recovery would be to do a PROP TO
FLTR SV transfer. The problem arises when an inadvertent ORB TO TGT state
transfer is executed. Supposedly, the MCC plans to have a TGT SV ready for
uplink at every AOS just in case something like this happens. The only
other alternative is to keep repeating a COVAR REINIT followed by a few
forced marks until data is accepted automatically.

Whenever any of the four transfer items are executed, an asterisk (*) will
be displayed next to the appropriate item number while the selected transfer
is in progress. The appearance and removal of the asterisk (*) will have a
time delay depending on the NAV processing rate (the asterisk is displayed
for only one NAV cycle). Items 8, 9, 10, and 11 are mutually exclusive;
execution of any of these items while a transfer is in progress will be
illegal. In addition, these four items are legal only while RNDZ NAV is
enabled ("*" displayed by Item 1).

FLTR-PROP (Item 8) is nominally performed just after the beginning of each
sensor acquisition period, and is a means of providing an up-to-date backup
SV if for some reason the FLTR state wanders off (e.g., lock onto a star or
debris). It is performed at this time because it appears that the Orbiter
FLTR SV is good enough to attain acquisition.

PROP-FLTR (Item 9) is for contingency use, presumably in a situation such as
just described where the FLTR state diverges and a FLTR SV restart is
required.

ORB-TGT (Item 10) is primarily designed to provide an SV for deployed pay-
loads, particularly nonimpulsive deployments such as via RMS (see section
5.4.1.4). TGT-OR8 (Item 11) is provided for use after RNDZ completion. At
that time it is quite possible that the TGT state will be more accurately
known than the ORB state (currently, there is no planned utilization of this
option). Note that items 9, 10, and 11 also cause a COVAR REINIT (see item
16).

Two parameters, FLTR MINUS PROP POS and VEL, indicate the difference between
the propagated and filtered SV's. The FLTR MINUS PROP position value (in
kft) can be used to evaluate how much the Orbiter FLTR SV has changed during
a sensor pass. This assessment is particularly meaningful if data problems
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were observed during the sensor pass. The POS and VEL values can be used to
verify a successful FLTR TO PROP SV transfer; they should drop to zero. The
VEL value is computed incorrectly and should be disregarded.

3.4.1.3.8 RNDZ NAV FILTER (Items 12 to 25).- Data from the RR, STRK, or
COAS must pass a NAV filter residual edit test before it can be used to
update NAV (the Orbiter SV and target/Orbiter covariance matrix). In the
bottom third of this display, the results of this filter test and some crew
controls are located. This allows the crew to monitor the condition of the
filter and the external sensor measurements. In particular, the RR range
and range rate residual edit test results are displayed, as well as the
results for the selected sensor angle data (STRK-V/H; RR-EL/AZ; COAS-Y/X).

3.4.1.3.9 RNDZ angle sensor data selection (Items 12, 13. 14).- While RNDZ
NAV is enabled with Item 1, the following external sensor data may be
processed: RR elevation, azimuth, range and range rate, STRK horizontal and
vertical angles, and COAS horizontal and vertical angles. The RR range and
range rate are always processed by NAV as long as the RR DATA GOOD flag
indicates valid data. However, only one of STRK, RR, or COAS will be used
as a source of angle data as selected by the crew via items 12, 13, or 14,
respectively. These are mutually exclusive items. Once again, a DATA GOOD
flag for the selected external sensor must be "on" and residual edit test
must be passed in order to be used in NAV. Also, the sensor must be in the
appropriate mode. In particular, the RR must not be in a self-test mode,
the STRK must be in the TGT track mode, and the COAS data (with COAS sight
mode selected) must not have been previously processed and must not be stale
(age exceeding 2 minutes) to be usable.

The display is initialized with STRK angle data selected (Item 12). When a
new angle source is selected, a delay of up to 8 seconds will be experienced
before the asterisk switches to the new source.

Note: When taking radar, STRK, or COAS marks, the software does not always
take into account the sensor location relative to the Orbiter e.g.
It does so only for the radar. Although data displayed on the CRT
and LED's is based on position relative to the radar dish, they are
converted to an Orbiter e.g. reference frame before being incor-
porated into the FLTR state. Thus, radar residuals and ratios are
displayed based on the e.g. frame. On the other hand, STRK and COAS
residuals and ratios are based on the location of the sensor; data is
not converted to the e.g. reference frame before updating the FLTR
state.

Also included in the RNDZ angle sensor select section is information used to
monitor STRK operation. The STRK/COAS CNTL display is used to select which
STRK (-Y or -Z) is to be in the TGT track mode. The status of the selected
STRK will be displayed below Item 12, and can be one of the following:
(blank), STRK FAIL, STRK PASS, NO TARGET, OUT FOV, or HI RATE (FALSE TRK was
called for in the original design, but was not implemented). Below this
status, a BITE indication can be driven when a failure has been detected for
the selected STRK.
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If the -Z STRK is being used, the offset angles (see section 3.3.3 for an
explanation of COAS angles X and Y coordinate system) that represent the
displacement of the TGT being tracked (by the -Z STRK) in the -Z COAS field
of view will appear. These offset angles allow the crewman to locate the
TGT that the -Z STRK is TRK in the COAS. This field is driven whenever
there is a star present in the -Z STRK and the STRK is in target track or
star track mode. It is updated every 1 second; the values are static when
the STRK is searching.

3.4.1.3.10 NAV rates (SLOW RATE. Item 15).- The SV is updated in NAV at one
of two rates. Current I-loads for slow and fast rate have been set identi-
cal, at 8 seconds per cycle, the fastest rate at which NAV can process STRK
marks. Item 15 is a flip-flop item which can be used to select the desired
-rate, if future I-loads are no longer set to the same value. The first time
the display is called in OPS 2, the asterisk will be present. If RNOZ NAV
is not enabled, execution of this item is illegal.

3.4.1.3.11 COVAR REINIT (Item 16).- This will reinitialize the covariance
matrix to preset I-load values or, if one or more covariance uplinks has
been executed in the MCC, to the latest set of uplinked values. When the
covariance matrix reinitializes, it resets differently depending on which
angle sensor is selected, because it has different biases for each sensor.
An "*" is displayed next to this item while the reinitialization is
occurring. If RNDZ NAV is not enabled, this is an illegal entry. This is
executed only as a contingency operation.

A covariance matrix is uplinked from the MCC iŝ ncebe£pj^eJNDZ_pJyis> and
then again post-Ti with narrower limits (if acqulsltTornBy^RR has occurred).
There are six other ways the covariance matrix can be reinitialized besides
this manual item entry, and they are listed in the "Mark History" paragraph,
below.

COVAR REINIT is used when a sensor is apparently locked on to the TGT, but
ratios are >1.0 so the marks won't get into the filter. Performing an
"ITEM 16" will reopen up the filter (assuming that previous sensor marks
have been taken; in cases when no sensor data has been taken in a long time,
the matrix may actually get smaller) and reduce the ratios (if this does not
work, the next step is to force a few marks). See section 3.4.1.3.13 for an
explanation of edit ratios.

COVAR REINIT can be used to assist data incorporation when the Orbiter and
target SV's are incorrect. Suppose the crew accidentally executes an ITEM
10 (ORB TO TGT transfer). If the Orbiter is less than a couple of miles
from the TGT, the covariance matrix will accept radar data and converge on a
fairly accurate relative Orbiter and TGT state even though the Orbiter SV
will be wrong. Once converged, Lambert targeting (SPEC 34) could be used to
compute a burn solution. At large separation distances, a COVAR REINIT may
not be enough, so 1 or 2 marks may have to be forced until RATIO < 1.0 is
satisfied and marks can be taken automatically.

3.4.1.3.12 Residuals.- A residual is calculated by taking the difference
between the NAV computed estimate of the relative position of the Orbiter
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and TGT, and the observed measurement using sensor data (STRK, RR, COAS).
If RNDZ NAV is enabled and sensor(s) are correctly configured and are
tracking the TGT, the residuals are computed and displayed for RR range and
range rate, and for the selected sensor angle data (V/EL/Y, H/AZ/X). These
data are blanked when RNDZ NAV is inhibited; if data are missing or invalid,
the data remains static.

Angle residuals are monitored by the crew for approximately 30 seconds at
the beginning of each TGT acquisition to ensure that the sensor is not
locked onto a star or debris. The sensor is left in INH until the stability
criteria is met.

The coordinate system of the angle residuals displayed in the V/EL/Y and
H/AZ/X lines is confusing. The three labels are intended to correspond to f
the three angle sensors (STRK, RR, COAS respectively) and their inconsistent^
coordinate system references make it difficult to associate the residuals
with any reference. See figure 3-11. In practice it is not necessary for
the crew to appreciate the distinction between the two angles.

On the -Z STRK: the V/EL/Y line is "V" and means "azimuth" (related to the
slightly tilted -Z STRK boresight), positive V toward the -Y wing; the
H/AZ/X is "H," corresponding to elevation angle, positive H towards the nose
(+*)' In this sense the X and Y designations in the same line do actually
closely correspond to the X, Y offset coordinates of the COAS (+X toward
nose, +Y to left when facing aft, matching Orbiter body axes). It is
important to note that the sign of the V (or azimuth) residual and the Y
offset coordinate are opposite.

For the -Y STRK, V/EL/Y is "azimuth" from the -Y STRK boresight (approxi-
mately 11" toward nose from pure -Y), positive toward +X axis (nose), and
H/AZ/X is "elevation" from out the -Y STRK boresight to the -Z axis
(positive) or +Z axis (negative).

The COAS offset angles w i l l be displayed any time the -Z tracker star
present discrete is set. This discrete will be driven by a star or the TGT
when the tracker is in STAR TRK or TGT TRK.

For RR, EL and AZ (or "roll and pitch") are not body axis elevation and
azimuth (which is what EL and AZ mean in the RR section of the display in
the upper center area). They correspond instead to physical antenna
pointing angles, the trunnion (beta) and shaft (alpha) angle residuals (see
fig. 3-15). As such they are hard to relate to the real body axes (to
convert body axis frame to antenna frame, rotate the X axis about the Z
axis to the right (+X into +Y) by 67°).

For the -Z COAS NAV data source option, EL and AZ are reverse of what they
seemed for the STRK (see fig. 3-14). V/EL/Y is elevation in the COAS (in
the COAS frame this is the X coordinate) and H/AZ/X 1s the azimuth (in the
COAS frame this is the Y coordinate). The Y and X in the display text were
originally named because the measurements are rotations about the Y and X
axes.
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For X COAS angles the residual V/EL/Y is measured in the XZ body plane with
a positive measurement from +X towards +Z (an angle of depression). The
residual H/AZ/X would actually correspond to a residual of azimuth angles
since positive is measured from +X to +Y (nose to right wing). Thus if a
perfect mark was taken and the COAS was perfectly aligned with the +X body
axis then a positive V/EL/Y residual would indicate the TGT estimated LOS is
above the true LOS and a positive H/AZ/X would indicate the estimated LOS is
to the left wing side of the true LOS. If the radar is locked on
simultaneously with X COAS tracking, then EL = 23° ± E and AZ = -90° ± S
where E and S are functions of noise and bias in the radar system.

3.4.1.3.13 Residual edit ratio.- The residual edit ratio is the ratio of
the magnitude of the actual measurement residual divided by a multiple of
the expected residual based on the current covariance matrix. The residual
edit ratio is computed for use in the data edit test inside NAV. A data
measurement is edited if its residual ratio is greater than 1. The ratios
update on the display in an 8-second cycle. See also 3.4.1.3.11.

In calculating a RATIO on the REL NAV display, the RNDZ NAV filter uses a
value that is 6 times the expected error (covariance matrix and filter
weighting). For example, the current covariance (which contains 1-sigma NAV
uncertainties) starts at 20 kft in X. After a COVAR REINIT, a RATIO of 1.0
would reflect an error of 120 kft.

3.4.1.3.14 Hark history, accept/reject.- The number of NAV marks of each
type (range, range rate, angle 1, angle 2) that have been accepted or
rejected by the RNOZ NAV filter will be displayed.

These ACC/REJ counters are all reset to zero under the following conditions:

a. After a burn (probably QMS) of more than 20,000 pg

b. After covariance matrix reinitialization, either by execution of item 16
or by other actions as follows:

(1) Entering RNOZ phase (RNDZ NAV set to "*")

(2) Orbiter SV uplink during RNOZ phase

(3) Target SV uplink during RNDZ phase

(4) PROP - FLTR SV transfer

(5) ORB - TGT SV transfer

(6) TGT * ORB SV transfer

c. When the angles input data source (STRK, RR, COAS) is changed (angle
counters only)

When more than a K-loaded number (currently 3) of sequential marks are
rejected, a down arrow will be driven in the status column of that measure-
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merit type, an alert message ("NAV EDIT") will appear and a tone will be
heard.

This down arrow is removed when the data are manually forced and the ratio
test is passed for one mark, or when more than a K-loaded number (currently
2) of sequential acceptable marks occur.

3.4.1.3.15 AIF switch (EDIT OVRD - AUT/INH/FOR. Items 17-25).- The
displayed residuals, ratios, accept, and reject counters serve as the basis
for the crew decision as to how external measurement data are to be
processed by the NAV filter. Three mutually exclusive options are available
to the crew for each of the range (Items 17, 18, 19), range rate (Items 20,
21, 22), and selected sensor angle data (Items 23, 24, 25). These are as
follows:

a. AUTO: Valid sensor data passing the residual edit test are to be
automatically used to update the SV and covariance matrix.

b. INHIBIT: Valid sensor data are to be used for computing residual and
ratio values but are not to be used to update the SV and covariance
matrix. Thus, when in INHIBIT, the ACCEPT/REJECT counters will not be
incremented.

c. FORCE: The edit test criterion is relaxed, since the maximum allowable
residual ratio used in the NAV filter edit test is increased to a higher
value (currently last mark + 0.2). Valid data will be used to update
the SV and covariance matrix only if the new edit criterion is met on
the next residual edit test. These new test criteria are in effect for
only one NAV cycle. The control then reverts to the previously selected
option (AUT or INH). An "*" appears beside the FORCE item only while
the control is in effect. For angles from COAS, the force option is the
nominal mode for processing the data. The force input applies to the
last COAS mark taken within the previous 2 minutes. However, NAV does
not necessarily incorporate the COAS mark since it still could fail the
ratio test, but this is not likely.

Note: When forcing COAS marks on the REL NAV display, the threshold
(last RATIO value plus 0.2) is applied to the last forced and
accepted mark, not to the last mark taken by pushing the ATT REF
button.

When the display is first called in OPS 2, the INHIBIT items will be
selected. These items are applicable both when RNOZ NAV is enabled 1n
MM 201, and also in MM 202 when the MEAS ENA item is selected.

For all tracking passes, measurement incorporation will be inhibited prior
to sensor acquisition. Inhibiting data prior to sensor acquisition allows
the crew to assess the quality of the sensor data prior to its incorporation
into the filter.

Note that the documented error message FALSE TRK will never appear on the
display. The discrete that drives the message is used to update the reject
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counter instead of displaying the message FALSE TRK. A problem incident
report DR was written against the software, but instead of fixing the
descrepancy, the requirement has been waived.

3.4.1.4 Editing Contingencies

The AIF switches on REL NAV are used to control flow of data from sensors
into NAV. For all sensor acquisition intervals, measurement processing w i l l
be inhibited until the crew determines that the sensor acquisition was
successful. At that time the crew will select AUTO, and NAV will begin to
process the sensor data to update the Orbiter SV.

3.4.1.4.1 STRK__Marks.- For STRK acquisition, there is a -same- risk that the
STRK will lock-on to a star instead of the target, so the crew must monitor
residuals and residual ratios for at least .four consecutive NAV cycles.
They should then select AUTO when residual growth is less than 0,05° for
four measurement processing cycles and residual ratios are less than 1. If
the residuals indicate TGT lock-on, but the ratios remain greater than 1,
perform the following steps sequentially until the ratio drops below 1, then
proceed with the timeline.

a. Break track and reacquire TGT. If residual editing continuously occurs,
most likely the STRK has either locked onto a star, or has a malfunc-
tion, or very large relative state errors are present. To prevent bad
measurements from being incorporated into the filter, breaking lock and
reacquiring the TGT is the desirable first step because it does not
update anything in the relative navigation state.

b. Reinitialize covariance matrix. If the covariance matrix has been
reduced by measurement incorporation, reinitializing the covariance will
expand it and allow larger updates to be incorporated into the filter
(i.e., it enlarges the acceptance criteria). Incorporating these larger
updates should correct the relative SV, which will stop the residual
editing.

c. Force up to three measurements (select AIF = FORCE for three marks). If
covariance reinitialization is not sufficient to prevent residual edit-
ing, data can be forced into the filter (this enlarges the acceptance
criteria still further). Three consecutive measurements should correct
the relative SV sufficiently to stop the residual editing. If measure-
ments continue to be edited, a generic problem may exist and, most
likely, forcing more measurements will not improve the situation.

d. Filter restart (propagated to filtered SV transfer). This assumes an
unusable totally ruined FLTR SV. An SV restart eliminates all data
incorporated into the filtered SV since the last f 1 Itered-to-propagated
SV transfer. This is a last-resort procedure to correct the RNOZ NAV
relative state.
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At the end of the STRK pass, and before sunset, it is required that the STRK
angles be set to INH in REL NAV to prevent the corruption of the FLTR SV if
the STRK locks on to a star.

3.4.1.4.2 RR Marks.- For RR acquisition, the crew must monitor the radar
data flags to verify no down arrows and verify that ratios are less than 1.
Under these conditions, they would select AUTO. If after repeated RR
acquisitions the ratios remain greater than 1, the following steps should be
performed sequentially until the ratio drops below 1 (at that point, proceed
with the timeline).

a. Reinitialize covariance matrix. (See b. above.)

b. Perform FLTR-to-PROP SV transfer. By this point the NCC burn has been
performed, based on m u l t i p l e STRK passes. If the onboard-targeted AV
was within 3 sigma of the ground solution, this should validate the
FLTR SV and it should be saved.

c. Either select AIF = FORCE three times (to force three marks), which is
the primary method, or wait for STRK data post-Ti to help resolve the
impasse. If the FLTR SV has given a reasonable targeting solution for
the NCC burn, perform FORCE. If FORCE is unsuccessful in that the RR
data cause the FLTR SV to diverge, execute a filter restart (PROP TO
FLTR) and then wait for the post-Ti STRK data.

3.4.1.4.3 RR/STRK Harks.- Post-Ti the crew will have both STRK and RR data
available. Approaching Ti, the following procedure is used:

a. Initial condition is ANG SELECT - RADAR and all AIF = AUTO.

b. To perform Ti, go to MM 202, select ANG AIF = INH, perform burn, return
to MM 201, when back in attitude select ANG AIF = AUTO.

3.4.1.4.4 COAS Marks.- A discussion of COAS marks is found in sections
3.3.3.3, 4.1.14, and 4.3.3.

3.4.1.5 Defining The Stages of Relative Navigation

The process of acquiring and utilizing onboard sensor data consists of
several distinct events and criteria, each of which have been discussed
individually elsewhere. A summary review of these events in proper sequence
can allow an appreciation of their interrelationships, and can provide a
view of the precise stages through which relative navigation progresses.
The precise meaning of each of these stages is summarized below.

3.4.1.5.1 Search.- The STRK and/or RR sensors perform their programmed
search patterns, or the crewmember looks through the COAS or on the CCTV
monitor.
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3.4.1.5.2 Detection.- The presence of the target is reflected by sensor
monitoring software, but "DATA GOOD" flags are not yet set. Alternately,
the target is spotted visually or on CCTV.

3.4.1.5.3 Acquisition.- "Data Good" flags are set on the RR parameters by
the Ku-band hardware, and these are displayed; "S PRES" is displayed for the
STRK. For STRK, see section 3.3.2.1; for RR, see section 3.3.4.5 and
4.1.30. For COAS, the equivalent phase is performed manually, with the
crewmember noting the LOS angles.

3.4.1.5.4 Lock-on.- This implies that the sensor is performing closed-loop
tracking with sensor data, aiming the sensor or the Orbiter based on this
data. Only the RR and STRK are capable of "lock-on", and nominally they
lock on as soon as they acquire.

There are RR configurations in which acquisition is not followed by lock-on
but in which range and range rate marks may be used by relative navigation.
Angle data should remain inhibited.

The COAS inherently cannot perform "lock-on", although with man-in-the-loop
operation this function can be approximated.

3.4.1.5.5 Data into REL NAV.- This happens as soon as RR "DATA GOOD" flags
are set, as long as the data path from sensor to GN&C GPC's is good. Sensor
data is being processed by SPEC 33 for display purposes only, and RESID's
and RATIO'S (defined in 3.4.1.3.12 and 13) are being computed and
d i sp 1 ayed/down 1 i nked .

3.4.1.5.6 Data meets "accept" criteria.- Data as displayed on REL NAV
passes the RATIO/RESID editing criteria, as defined in navigation blocks in
RNDZ BOOK. For STRK, see section 4.1.13; for RR, see sections 4.1.31 and
4.1.32.

3.4.1.5.7 AIF to "AUTO" for "FORCE").- The crew manually modes AIF flags to
"AUTO" (section 3.4.1.3.15) for incorporating sensor data into the GN&C
navigation FSW computations to improve the FLTR SV. The ACC/REJ counters
increment. Edit checking begins.

For COAS NAV, the marks are taken with the ADI REF pb, have their
RESID/RATIO's displayed, and are then always individually incorporated into
REL NAV by use of the AIF "FORCE" option.

3.4.1.5.8 Marks pass edit check.- The RESID's of each parameter meet edit
criteria as defined by COVAR matrix (section 3.4.1.3.11). RR marks are
converted from a sensor-centered to an Orbiter-cg-centered frame; STRK and
COAS marks are not converted. They then are used to shrink the COVAR matrix
and to improve the FLTR SV.

The commonly-used phrases "RR NAV" and "STRK NAV" refer to this stage. The
"Sensor data" criterion used in Flight Rules also is best defined by this
stage.
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3.4.1.5.9 NAV converged (operationally).- In practice, for STRK, 40 marks
wi l l give "operational convergence". Other criteria include the SV POS
update being less than 0.5 kft for the last four marks, or in general "SV
POS/VEL updates small and stable".

This situation means that the FLTR SV is "good enough11 for performing
targeting: "good enough" is defined by the predictable errors being less
than dispersions to be expected from other sources such as IMU errors or
burn trim uncertainties. The FLTR solution will normally be better than
either the PROP solution or the ground solution.

3.4.1.5.10 NAV converged (mathematically).- Additional marks continue to
improve the FLTR SV and the accuracy of the FLTR solution, up to a point.
After this point, the scatter of the NAV marks is such that no improvement
in SV knowledge is made by incorporating further marks. For STRK, this
occurs at about 120 marks.

3.4.1.5.11 End of tracking pass.- The sensor may be unable to continue
taking marks (for STRK or COAS, at sunset; for RR, beyond a certain range or
with a changed target attitude reducing its radar cross section).
Generally, however, the tracking pass can end when the FLTR SV has fully
profited from the marks and there is no advantage to taking more marks. At
this point, the FLTR SV should be superior to the PROP SV. In practice, the
sensor may be left locked-on to the target as long as feasible, but relative
navigation is not the driver on this.

3.4.1.6 Improved REL NAV

Based on actual RNDZ mission experience, improvements to the REL NAV SPEC
function have been developed and documented in CR 79735. These improvements
may be implemented in the near future, once the new GPC's are installed on
the Orbiter fleet. For the sake of future users, the following descriptive
material outlines the expected new capabilities of REL NAV once the proposed
improvements are in force. At that point, this entire section will be
updated by a PCN to this book.

As outlined on the CR, the display changes include:

a. Add arm/fire logic to RNDZ NAV ENA function. The "ITEM 1" will be the
"ARM", and "ITEM 2" will cause execution of the RNDZ NAV state flip-
flop. This will insulate the crew from inadvertently turning off RNDZ
NAV and thus losing the current propagated state, which is serving as a
backup SV. An inadvertent drop of RNDZ NAV complicates SV management
plans.

b. Modify thrust monitor computations of displayed AV's. This will
prevent incorporation of IMU noise, especially absolute values of same.

c. Add display of PET (HH:MM:SS) and PROP SV (HH:MM:SS) age. The MET base
time for the PET clock is entered on the TIME SPEC. The SV age clock is
reset whenever the PROP SV is updated by uplink or item entry transfer.
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This eases the crew mental timekeeping computation/comparison workload,
allowing straightforward references to the PDF RNOZ Book and standard
separation profiles.

d. Add ARM/FIRE logic to SV transfer items. A special "ITEM 13" toggle is
set prior to executing an ITEM 9, 10, 11, or 12 for all SV transfers.
This will prevent inadvertent loss of one SV when the other is copied
over it.

e. Add accept/reject counter reset ITEM. This is ITEM 41 (RESET CNTR). It
will give a quick count of marks during the current sensor pass, which
is used as a cue to decide on "convergence."

f. Add navigated elevation angle display. This is displayed both for FLTR-
PROP and for currently-used SV (the angle between the projection of a
line joining the Orbiter and the TGT into the orbit plane, and the
Orbiter local horizontal plane, 0° to 360°). In addition, the angle
between the projection of the Orbiter tracking body vector (selected on
UP) into the orbit plane and the local horizontal (0° to 360°) is also
displayed. This replaces a laborious manual crew task and aids in the
plotting of Orbiter trajectory on "Relative Motion Plots" (section 4.7),
which is valuable to alert crew to off-nominal dispersion trends.

g. Change time OF nodal crossing (in MET) to time TO nodal crossing
(countdown in MM:SS). This is used as alert for imminent performance of
out-of-plane-null burn post MCI, and relieves the crew from the
requirement for constant monitoring and mentally estimating trends of Y
and Y-OOT.

h. Add STRK TGT present indicators. This is an easier feedback of status,
and relieves crew of need to call up STRK/COAS SPEC repeatedly.

i. Add COAS offset angles for RR. This allows visual observation through
COAS of object being tracked by RR, especially if object is dim against
star background.

j. Modify display to show only the coordinate system for the RNDZ sensor
which is supplying angle data. This enhances readability and reduces
potential crew confusion.

k. Delete filter slow-rate item. This is never used; originally it was
intended to use STRK only every 16 seconds, to keep CPU time down.

m. Add FLTR-PROP angle data. See "f", above.

n. Expand RR status text field. This enhances readability and reduces
potential of crew confusion.

o. Blank residuals and ratios when data-good flag from sensor is off. This
enhances readability and reduces distractions.
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Further, the CR makes some changes to other displays. On the TIME DISPLAY,
it adds PET SET controls and PET ALARM SET controls. On ORB TGT, it adds
PET clock. On IMU ALIGN display, it provides crew control for updating the
AV threshold as part of the thrust monitoring update to the REL NAV
display.

3.4.2 State Vector Management

Three SV's are maintained aboard the Orbiter: The TGT SV, a filtered
(sensor data) Orbiter SV (called FLTR), and a propagated Orbiter SV (called
PROP) using IMU AV's only. The management philosophy for the Orbiter SV
has undergone considerable evolution due to SES experience, NAV analysis,
RNOZ mission profile documentation development, and actual flight
experience.

The crew is required to manage these SV's during various RNDZ mission phases
by performing appropriate SV selection, transfers, and editing (AIF
switches) via item entries on the REL NAV display (section 3.4.1).

3.4.2.1 State Vector Select

Upon entry into RNDZ phase (sections 4.1.6 and 4.1.14), the STATE VECTOR
SELECT option is initialized to PROP. The setting will be manually changed
to FLTR after 10 marks have been accepted by the filter for each measurement
type appropriate for the active sensor, and when SV UPDATE POSITION is less
than the following convergence criteria: for STRK, 1000 feet; for RR, 300
feet.

RNDZ burns are done using the most accurate SV. This w i l l be the PROP state
until the first good NAV sensor pass, then it w i l l be the FLTR state. The
PROP state then becomes a "backup" state, to be used if the FLTR state
somehow becomes corrupted by bad data. See section 4.1.27 on "Solution
Selection."

3.4.2.2 FLTR-TO-PROP Transfer

The crew w i l l exercise a FLTR-TO-PROP SV transfer at the beginning of each
new sensor tracking interval (excluding the first), to update the PROP SV
with the up-to-date FLTR SV. The PROP vector will then be a better SV for
any required future FLTR restart. The FLTR-TO-PROP transfer w i l l not be
exercised until after successful acquisition of the target with the tracking
sensor (since if the acquisition is not successful, an independent Orbiter
SV - the PROP SV - w i l l be available to attempt acquisition again). Suc-
cessful acquisition is regarded as confirmation of the goodness of the FLTR
SV. Following acquisition, the crew will monitor the residuals, residual
ratios, and sensor data-good for at least four NAV cycles (approximately 30
seconds) before executing the FLTR-TO-PROP transfer.
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These FLTR-TO-PROP SV transfers will usually be conducted at the following
times:

a. After STRK acquisition (second pass), but prior to enabling the STRK
data into the filter. Criteria are growth in residuals less than 0.05°
over successive NAV cycles (every 8 seconds) and residual ratios less
than 1. This is to save the current best estimate SV before putting
sensor data into it, on the chance that the sensor data may subsequently
degrade rather than improve the SV. A good practice is to keep a
"proven SV" in the PROP slot for fall back in the event of FLTR SV
problems (see section 4.1.22).

b. After RR acquisition pre-Ti, but prior to enabling the radar data into
the filter. Criteria are radar data flags good (no down arrow) and
residual ratios less than 1 (see 4.1.31).

c. Post-Ti, after the STRK or RR acquisition, but prior to enabling the
data into the filter (section 4.1.45). Criteria are STRK angle
residuals growth over about 30 seconds is less than 0.05° and all
measurement residual ratios less than 1.

Caution: A FLTR-TO-PROP is generally not performed in the middle of a
sensor pass because there is no positive test to determine if the FLTR
SV is good.

3.5 TARGETING (SPEC 034)

Targeting is defined as the computation of the necessary MNVR required to
transfer the Orbiter to a desired state or position at a desired time.

Rendezvous targeting begins with launch. During ascent the Orbiter is
steered to the proper insertion orbital plane. This depends on the target's
orbital plane and the phase angle at MECO. OMS2 is the first on-orbit
rendezvous maneuver: it is a phasing maneuver targeted with the MCC
rendezvous targeting processor (RTP). The MCC performs all rendezvous
targeting until the range to the target decreases to aboutj&fl n. mi., at
which time onboard relative NAV sensors begin to measure thef relative state
more precisely than ground tracking of both vehicles. -̂ 40

Even within the last 200 miles, several maneuvers for phasing, altitude, and
planar adjustment are targeted only on the ground. This is due to STS FSW
algorithm limitations which were imposed in 1978 during a software scrub to
make room for higher priority FSW. Only two-impulse rendezvous targeting
software survived that scrub.

Before the 1978 scrub there were two separate onboard software packages
which were expected to be incorporated into the FSW. Ontoe was a scrubbed-
down version of the RTP which had Lambert 2-impulse maneuvers and coelliptic
maneuvers; it also allowed a maneuver to be scheduled at geometric elevation
angles, while transfer times between maneuvers could be scheduled in
fractions of orbital periods or in minutes. The other package was the Prox
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Ops Specialist Function which would perform CW targeting for terminal phase
rendezvous (ranges < 5 n. mi.) since it was at that time just becoming
evident that the Orbiter's FRCS was not large enough to support manual
braking with the proposed double-coel1iptic profile with a differential
altitude of 10 n. mi.

During the scrub effort, essentially the Lambert 2-impulse scheme was
extracted from the "onboard RTP" and placed into the Prox Ops Specialist
Function, and the combination was renamed "ORBIT TARGETING" (SPEC 34).
About 5 years later, the double coelliptic profile concept was dropped in
favor of the stable orbit rendezvous (SOR) technique which solved the FRCS
1 imitations.

Whil e the "targeting" for PROX OPS is normally a manual function, performed
by the crew with the aid of procedures which use raw sensor data and rules-
of-thumb, most RNDZ translation MNVR's use Orbit targeting with AUTO
maneuver execution (e.g., see sections 4.1.9 and 4.1.38).

The ORBIT TGT display is SPEC 34 and is available in GN&C OPS 2. (See
figure 3-32.) This display and the associated orbit targeting software give
the crew the capability to generate a software targeted two-MNVR set. The
first MNVR is targeted to move the Orbiter from a predicted position to a
desired TGT relative position in a given amount of time (AT). The second
MNVR is targeted to null the Orbiter velocity relative to the TGT. The
targeted MNVR outputs of this software are displayed to the crew on the
ORBIT TGT SPEC are also available as inputs to the MNVR execution software
and CRT display, ORBIT MNVR EXEC in MM 202. The ORBIT TGT display is
d i v i d e d into three sections: inputs, controls, and maneuvers.

One warning on MCC monitoring of onboard targeting activities: of all the
parameters on the targeting SPEC, only "TGT ID" is currently downlisted. If
the crew modifies a TGT set (deliberately or inadvertently), the MCC cannot
see it. The MCC does not see PREO MATCH or BASE TIME.

3.5.1 General Description

In general, a sequence of RNOZ, braking, stationkeeping, or transition
MNVR's can be performed by selecting the appropriate TGT set and executing
the computation with the ORBIT TGT display, then executing the MNVR with the
aid of the ORBIT MNVR EXEC display in MM 202 and repeating that procedure
for each remaining MNVR in the sequence.

3.5.1.1 Target Sets

One of 40 targeting sets can be chosen by the crew via Item 1 on the ORBIT
TGT display. The possible TGT sets are part of the I-load and may be
changed by ground uplink or by crew manual input. In most cases, each TGT
set has a nominal time (Tl) associated with it when the first MNVR should
occur and the desired position, with respect to the target (AX , A Y, AZ)
where the Orbiter should be a given amount of time (AT) later. In this

3-73



JSC-10589

case, the elevation of the TGT with respect to the Orbiter local horizontal
is not usually used to determine Tl. (Item 6 is zero.)

When the target set ID is entered in Item lt the following will appear with
data: Items 2-6, 17, 18, 19, 20.

These parameters are used by the targeting software to compute the first
burn of the specified two-impulse MNVR sets. This computation is not made
until a COMPUTE Tl, Item 27, is executed, when the COMPUTE Tl item is
executed, the other Items (7-12, 13-16) in the input list will be computed
and displayed. Items 7-12 (AX/DNRNG, AY, AZ/AH, AX, AY, AZ) show the
Orbiter relative position (kft) and velocity (ft/s) with respect to the TGT-
centered rotating curvilinear reference frame, at the input-time Tl based on
current onboard NAV information. Items 13-16 (T2 TIG) represent the time of
the second MNVR of the two-impulse set and are computed based on the Tl and
TIG time and the given AT.

As will be described later, the computed AV's (AVX, AVY, AVZ, total AVT)
necessary for the first burn will appear in the MNVR section of the display
and will also be passed to the on-orbit guidance software (MM 202). The
burn is not executed, however, until it is subsequently loaded with the
ORBIT MNVR EXEC display. The burn is then executed (section 3.6.2) either
automatically (QMS only) following a crew entry to the ORBIT MNVR EXEC
display, or manually by the crewmember using the THC (RCS only).
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Figure 3-32.- ORB TGT display.
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Other options are available using this display. For example, with the
elevation option, the Tl time is determined onboard and is the time when the
TGT LOS is the specified number of degrees (Item 6) from the Orbiter local
horizontal axis. This also resets the base time. As an example of another
user option, if the input AT time (Item 17) is negative, a flag is set in
the S/W such that a new T2 time will be computed with an algorithm which
ensures that the second burn is accomplished in a direction orthogonal to
the TGT LOS. This could be used in orthogonal braking. Current procedures
do not use this option.

Another option includes user input of a T2-TIG in Items 13 to 16, with AT
(ITEM 17) set equal to zero. Then the software will compute AT for the
user. Finally, the user may input what he feels is the true relative state
of Tl via Items 7 to 12. After these are subsequently loaded via Item 26,
the software w i l l utilize the "required relative state" to determine the AV
maneuver when Item 27 is requested. As an example, if the crew used alter-
nate ranging devices (e.g., ranging rulers) while stationkeeping on the
V-BAR when the Ku-band radar has failed, they could load the resulting range
into Item 7 and set Items 8 to 12 to zero. They could then compute a maneu-
ver to transfer to the -R-BAR or some other point in some transfer time AT.

Current planning includes a midcourse burn (MC2, section 4.2.4.4) targeted
on elevation, but no use of orthogonal braking (possibly with space
station).

3.5.1.2 Targeting Computation Techniques

A detailed discussion of Lambert targeting versus Clohessy-Wiltshire (C-W)
targeting is found in Appendix 6 of the Rendezvous/Proximity Operations
workbook (February 1985). In practical terms, the following brief treatment
explains the different procedural options available to the crew.

In MM 202, burns may be executed with either Lambert iterative guidance or
with constant or external AV targets. The former must be targeted onboard,
using the Lambert computation technique; the latter may be targeted onboard
using the C-W computation technique, or the AVs may be manually entered
from written pads (see section 3.6.1). The choice of Lambert vs C-W
targeting is specified in the MNVR table defined by I-load.

Computations for Lambert targeting were once expected to take much longer to
solve, but that disadvantage never materialized and targeting now typically
takes 10 to 30 seconds. Its advantages include dynamic retargeting in the
event of a TIG slip. The only practical advantage of the C-W technique is
its ability to handle multi-REV targeting, and that advantage is not needed
for current RNOZ strategies. Hence the current policy is to perform all on-
board targeting using Lambert guidance, while doing ground-targeted burns in
"external AV" (PEG 7) mode.
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3.5.2 Inputs to ORB Targeting

3.5.2.1 Target Number (Item 1)

As stated earlier, the capability exists to load 40 predefined MNVR's in the
I-load preflight. These MNVR's may be changed through ground G-MEM writes,
or by the crew through Items 2-20 and execution of a LOAD item (Item 26) on
this display. For each TGT set there 1s a flag internal to the software
which is set to identify whether Lambert targeting or the closed form
Clohessy-Wiltshire equations will be used in the targeting. These flags are
part of the I-load and can be changed by the ground or by the crew via GPC
memory modification using the GPC MEMORY SPEC (There is no known reason for
wanting to do this). The number entered with Item 1 will retrieve the
necessary targeting inputs for that MNVR set from memory and display them
in the appropriate locations on the display. An example of the projected
TGT sets is given in figure 3-33. Other target sets are either blank C-W or
blank Lambert, so they can be called up and filled in as specified by the
MCC for off-nominal situations. Note that transitions out of OPS 2 will
result in the reinitialization of the original I-loads upon subsequent
return into OPS 2. In the following sections, assume that a TGT number has
been entered in Item 1.

Target
set ID

9
10
11
12
13
14
19

MNVR to be
computed

NCC
Ti
MCI
MC2
MC3
MC4
MC2 on TIME

Figure 3-33.- Projected TGT sets.

3.5.2.2 Tl TIG (Item 2-5)

These items specify the time (days, hours, minutes, seconds) in MET of the
first burn, in the 2-impulse pair. If the COMPUTE Tl item (Item 27) is
executed when the Tl TIG is in the past (as may happen, if a burn is missed,
or if it is recomputed due to high velocity residuals following the first
execution of the burn), or is less than an I-loaded interval (currently 1
minute) in the future, a new Tl TIG will automatically be computed as the
current time plus the predefined I-loaded interval (currently 1 minute) and
the transfer time will be decremented accordingly. Also this will cause
software to ignore any inputs in Items 7-12, and instead, the^software will
use the onboard navigated state at that new Tl TIG time. is also
possible to change the Tl TIG through a keyboard entry to Items 2-5. In
this case, the word LOAD will flash next to Item 26, and after the input
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values are verified, they w i l l be loaded into the I-loaded slots for the Tl
TIG for that TGT set after execution of Item 26.

The I-loaded Tl TIG times are actually loaded in the software as times
referenced to the "base time" (Items 21-14). (See section 3.5.2.8). This
was done to make it easy to slip a full RNDZ plan: just change the BASE
TIME and all Tl-TIG's w i l l be adjusted accordingly.

3.5.2.3 Elevation Angle (EL-1 tern 6)

This item refers to the elevation angle, positive up, to the TGT. If the
EL = 0, the elevation angle option is ignored and the input Tl TIG and
associated values will be used. However, for certain MNVR's such as MC2, an
elevation angle # 0 (such as 28°) will be loaded. When this is the case,
the Tl TIG time is determined by the onboard software as the time nearest
the Tl TIG time at which the elevation angle is equal to value given in
Item 6.

The angle tolerance is approximately 0.3°. If ORB TGT cannot satisfy this
tolerance, an SM class 3 alarm (EL ANG) is issued (see section 3.5.5).

For current RNDZ profiles, the MC2 burn is targeted on elevation (see
section 4.1.51).

Note that the crewmember can change a TGT set based on elevation angle to
one based on the TIG time by reloading an elevation angle of zero. Loading
zero does not force an elevation search for 0" so it will use the specified
TIG.

It is possible for a burn based on elevation not to set the BASE TIME equal
to the Tl TIG time. This can happen when the TGT set is computed with an
i n i t i a l displayed Tl TIG time in the past. When the TGT set is computed the
elevation angle w i l l be ignored, but not removed from the display. The TIG
w i l l be 1 minute in the future and the AT w i l l be decremented accordingly.

3.5.2.4 Relative Position Items (Tl AX/ONRNG, AY, AZ/AH, AX-DOT, AY-OOT,
AZ-DOT - Items 7-12)

These items show the Orbiter relative position (kft) and velocity (ft/s)
with respect to the TGT at the Tl TIG time. If they are all zeros, or if
the Tl TIG time is in the past, all of their values w i l l be computed and
displayed based on the onboard NAV information at the time a COMPUTE Tl
(Item 27) is executed.

Alternately, values can be manually entered for Items 7-12 which will be
used in the targeting algorithms as the assumed correct relative position
and velocity of the Orbiter at the Tl TIG time regardless of the onboard NAV
software. When one of Items 7-12 is entered, the LOAD item (Item 26) will
flash until it is executed. Execution of this item actually loads the
values in the INPUTS section of the display which are then used in the
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computations (relative state keyed in, but not loaded, is completely
ignored). This provides a means for overriding the NAV state, although this
is not used in any nominal procedures. The crew can get back to the onboard
vector by calling a new TGT set.

3.5.2.5 T2 TIG (Items 13-16)

This item represents the time in MET of the second MNVR of the two-impulse
set. If AT (Item 17) is not zero, a COMPUTE Tl (Item 27) w i l l cause the T2
TIG to be calculated and displayed. If the T2 TIG is in the past when a
COMPUTE T2 is done, it will be reset to current time plus a predefined AT,
and the MNVR is computed using the NAV state vector at the new T2 TIG time.
A "COMPUTE T2" does not update items 7-12.

NOTE: If a TGT set is computed (ITEM 27) with a Tl TIG in the past, target-
ing won't still attempt to get to the T2 point in the AT specified in the
TGT set. When the TGT set is computed, the Tl TIG will be changed to the
present time plus 1 min. The AT will also change an equal amount to
reflect time elapsed since the original Tl TIG. The T2 TIG will remain the
same.

Undesirable results may follow if the crewmember tries to compute a burn
with a TIG in the past greater than the AT in the TGT set. Because the
time change is greater than the AT, a negative time change is seen as a
request for orthogonal braking and the S/W will try to compute a solution
accordingly. This may result in an iteration alarm, a lengthy computation
time, and an erroneous solution.

3.5.2.6 Delta-T (Item 17)

The transfer time in minutes between the first MNVR time (Tl TIG) and the
second MNVR time (T2 TIG) is represented by AT. If AT is zero, it w i l l be
computed based on the T2 and Tl TIG times when a COMPUTE Tl is executed. If
AT is negative on execution of a COMPUTE Tl, both AT and T2 TIG will be
computed based on an algorithm used in orthogonal braking and will be dis-
played. The algorithm computes the AT (and thus the new T2 TIG) necessary
to ensure that the second burn of the two-burn MNVR set occurs normal to the
LOS from the Orbiter to the TGT.

3.5.2.7 T2 Relative Position (AX, AY, AZ - Items 18-20)

These parameters represent the desired Orbiter relative position (kft) at
the T2 time (AT after Tl TIG - Items 13-16). This is the TGT position for
the first COMPUTE Tl. If a COMPUTE T2 is done, a burn w i l l be computed that
wi l l null the relative velocity between the Orbiter and TGT at the T2 TIG
time, regardless of these values.
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3.5.2.8 Base Time (Items 21-24)

This is the time from which subsequent MNVR's are calculated. As was stated
earlier, each MNVR time in each MNVR set is stored as a AT added to a base
time. Thus, in general, an entire RNDZ can be slipped without adjusting Tl
TIG times. The base time is originally an I-loaded value. It automatically
changes when the elevation angle search option is enabled for a Lambert-
targeted MNVR. It is reset to be that MNVR's computed Tl TIG time. Thus,
the base time is updated to the MC2 time when the MC2 MNVR is computed based
on an elevation search (this is the only burn currently targeted on eleva-
tion). This forces subsequent MNVR's to occur at times relative to the
elevation angle time.

This time is defined in MET and is used to anchor onboard calculations for
burn execution to a specific instant during the mission. The I-loaded set
of burn parameters for the Orbit-targeting software includes only a relative
time tag for each translational burn and requires a mission timeline-
specific MET anchor. By using this scheme, the entire RNDZ profile can be
moved to various times in the mission, and only the base time needs to be
updated. The base time for ORB TGT has been defined to be the ignition time
of the Ti burn, although any time would work as long as the appropriate
relative time tags were loaded as part of the I-loaded burn parameter set.

In loading the base time the crew calls up TGT set number 1 before entering
the data, because loading the base time can alter the I-loaded data set, and
TGT set no. 1 is an unused blank data set. Calling up an unused TGT set
when they change BASE TIME is for protection. When i* is first called up,
it displays TGT set zero.-1 Changing any item in thai/TGT set will write it
into an unpredictable memary location not allocated
Subsequently, calling up/TGT set zero will result in an ILLEGAL ENTRY

to the 40 TGT sets.

3.5.3 Controls *̂**̂  OE&lT -fl̂ T
M <

3.5.3.1 T2 to Tl (Item 25)

This item forces the T2 TIG time of the previous MNVR set to be transferred
to the Tl TIG slot of the currently called MNVR set. This is useful, for
example, in orthogonal braking where the AT and T2 TIG times for each MNVR
are recomputed in order to ensure that the burn at T2 is normal to the TGT
LOS. En this case, it is desirable to target the next two-impulse MNVR set
with the new Tl MNVR TIG being at the previously defined T2 TIG. This is
not currently used.

3.5.3.2 LOAD (Item 26)

Execution of this item loads item entry data values into the data slot for
use by the targeting software. They actually overwrite the I-loaded values
so that if that MNVR set is again requested via ITEM 1, the newly loaded
values w i l l appear. If any item entry (except TGT NO) in the INPUTS section
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is made, the word LOAD flashes until Item 26 is executed. After it is
executed, it will remain static until a new item is entered in the INPUT
section.

3.5.3.3 COMPUTE Tl (Item 27)

Execution of this item results in the software calculating the first MNVR of
the specified two-MNVR set. The calculated results are displayed in the
MNVR section of the display and are also output to guidance for display on
the ORBIT MNVR EXEC display. Also, all of the items in the INPUTS section
of the display will fill in. An "*" win be driven beside Item 27 until the
calculations are complete (7-10 seconds for both Lambert targeting and for
C-W targeting). As soon as the Tl computation is complete, the GN&C CRT
timer w i l l start counting down to the Tl TIG (it is stopped by a MM 202
transition or a LOAD on MNVR EXEC, and must then be restarted).

A targeting computation during a burn execution is not ignored, but is held
and executed immediately when the burn is completed (i.e., when TGO = 0).
Therefore, the crew must not initiate an orbit targeting computation during
a burn, or the burnout velocity-to-go (VGO) residuals on the MNVR EXEC
display will be lost.

There are no reasons why a preliminary TGT solution cannot be computed while
the Orbiter is maneuvering to a new attitude after the maneuver. In fact,
loading the TGT set early gives the advantage of having the CRT timer start
counting down to the burn sooner (e.g., post Ti, the preliminary MCI
solution is called out to be calculated on the way back to track attitude).

3.5.3.4 COMPUTE T2 (Item 28)

This item is used to initiate the calculation of the second MNVR of the two-
impulse set. This second MNVR is calculated to null the relative velocity
at the T2 TIG. As stated earlier, if the T2 TIG is in the past, it w i l l be
updated to the current time plus a delta. An "*" is driven by Item 28 until
the MNVR calculations are complete. When the calculations are complete, the
required AV's are displayed in the MNVR section of the display and are
passed to guidance awaiting execution. Also, the GN&C CRT timer will start
counting down to the T2 TIG.

Note that execution of an Item 28 (COMPUTE T2) while the computation for
Item 27 is still in progress, and vice versa, is illegal, and an ILLEGAL
ENTRY message will be generated if that is attempted.

If the crewmember calls up a TGT set and does a COMPUTE T2 before doing a
COMPUTE Tl, the software will calculate the AV required to null rates at
the last computed T2 time, which was saved internally during the last MNVR
computation. Therefore, a COMPUTE Tl must always be performed before
performing a COMPUTE T2.
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If the crewmember executes a COMPUTE T2 with a T2 TIG in the past, the new
T2 TIG w i l l be the present time plus 1 min. All relative rates at the T2
ignition point will be nulled out.

This compute option not currently used.

3.5.4 Predictor Match (PREP MATCH)

Predictor match gives the distance (in feet) to which the onboard orbit
predictor was matched in targeting. In other words, this is a readout of
the GNC GPC selfcheck of how well the targeting logic can compute the given
MNVR. The GPC's will make 3 to 10 iterations in calculating the burn
solution, and will stop iterating when a solution has a predictor match
< 250 feet or for elevation angle ±0.30° (it will always make at least 3
iterations). There is a practical relationship between a small value of
predictor match and the quality of the solution. Failure to achieve these
tolerance limits in ten iterations results in a fault message.

As a result of precise PROX OPS flying requirements on 51-F, the predictor
match was set to 2 feet for that flight, and points were hit to within 30 to
50 feet (with the time between the maneuver and arrival at the desired
offset point being 7 minutes). This distance was larger than 2 feet
primarily because of maneuver trim residuals and onboard computer precision
limitations affecting Lambert guidance and their error effects propagating
through the 7 minutes.

Note: To perform such precise flying, another targeting constant, eps-mu (a
tolerance inside of a second iteration), must also be changed (from
E-6 to E-7).

3.5.5 Alarms

There are three SM alerts which can appear while using ORB TGT display (see
also their impacts in section 3.5.9, items "g"
are:

1", "j", and "k"). They

3.5.5.1 TGT AT

This occurs when software tries to compute a solution whose AT results in a
transfer angle near 180" or 360" ("near" as defined by an I-loaded value,
currently about ±2 min or ± 8°), whose AT requires a parabolic transfer,
around multirev transfer time singularities, or during an iteration failure
in the orthogonal braking logic. The crew should check the transfer time
and, if necessary, correct input errors. If using multirev capability,
decrement AT by 10 minutes and retarget. If using orthogonal braking,
override the option by reselecting the TGT set and removing the minus sign.
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3.5.5.2 TGT-ITER

This can appear when using Lambert targeting. It can result when ORB TGT
makes 10 iterations without reaching a solution. Crew should check PPED-
MATCH and if it looks good, execute the MNVR anyway.

3.5.5.3 TGT EL ANG

This appears during Lambert targeting when the software exceeds the maximum
number of iterations in planning a burn based on elevation angle, or when
the desired elevation angle is not achievable. Targeting will indicate what
angle the iteration stopped at by displaying it in ITEM 6. The AV's
displayed on ORBIT TGT pertain to the displayed angle. Crew should check
displayed angle and if it's good enough, execute the MNVR.

If the displayed value is near the desired value, then it is likely that the
failure was due to maximum iterations; in this case, it is possible to
recall the TGT set and retarget. The iterations will then begin from the
end of the last set of iterations and continue for 10 more iterations. If
value is highly divergent, the burn should not be executed; instead, the
crewmember should remove elevation angle and use preflight Tl (TGT SET 19).

Note: Display of this message is considered highly unlikely and is not
expected to occur, even with any anticipated trajectory dispersions.

3.5.6 Maneuvers

This section identifies parameters for one of either of the two-impulse
MNVR's which has been computed. A MNVR using COMPUTE Tl is that required to
intercept the desired position in a desired time, and a MNVR using COMPUTE
T2 is that required at the intercept time to null relative motion (as
observed in a target-centered rotating curvilinear reference frame).
Quantities displayed in this section for each MNVR include:

a. XX - The target number on which the MNVR is based

b. X - An indicator (*) that the TIG is in the past

c. TIG - The impulsive ignition time (days, hours, minutes, seconds) in
MET

d. VX - The LVLH X-component of the targeted AV (ft/s)

e. VY - The LVLH Y-component of the targeted AV (ft/s)

f. VZ - The LVLH Z-component of the targeted AV (ft/s)

g. VT - The magnitude of the targeted AV (ft/s)

Note that these solutions are not downlisted.
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3.5.7 Out-Of-Plane Procedures

Out-of-plane dispersions are handled both by ORB TGT and later manually
based on REL NAV. The ground-targeted NPC ("plane change") burn done
early in the RNDZ phase removes out-of-plane dispersions observed via ground
tracking. Onboard optical tracking pre-NCC provides additional relative
orbital plane knowledge. This is used by ORB TGT for NCC targeting, to
place Ti in plane. Subsequent Ti targeting (using post-NCC onboard radar
tracking) places TGT intercept in plane, as well as can be done with these
observations. In doing this, another node is created half a REV before
intercept, and it is at this node that the RNDZ checklist calls for a manual
plane correction to trim out all remaining out-of-plane error.

The theoretical background for out-of-plane control is given in section
2.9.2; the actual procedures are specified in 4.1.19 (Target NCC), 4.1.33
(Target Ti), and 4.1.54 (perform OOP null).

3.5.8 Operational Constraints

The orbit targeting software for flight software FSW version 01-7 still has
several minor problems (see 01-7 Program Notes, JSC-19320, PN-OI7), as
described below. The operational constraints they impose are as follows:

a. An elevation angle search for an elevation angle which cannot be
obtained may take more than 15 minutes to complete. The long computa-
tion time results from an incompatible elevation angle which cannot
arise in normal operations. A large relative SV update prior to an
orbit targeting elevation angle search could produce this problem, for
example. The inconsistency with the requirements will be resolved by CR
I69491B, approved for 01-11.

b. An infinite software loop is possible when targeting Lambert MNVR's with
a 180° transfer angle, but another coding error accidentally prevents
the software from getting into the loop. A CR fix (I69133C) is approved
for version 01-11. Such transfers are not planned for nominal RNDZ
profiles.

c. A precision problem exists in the elevation angle computation. The
problem occurs only for small phase angles. For a AH of 1 n.mi., the
elevation angle computation breaks down around 50°. This is not really
a limitation, since the baselined RNDZ profile operates at about 28°
elevation angle at a AH of 2 n. mi. (see section 4.1.51). CR #694918
has been written to correct the problem, and has been approved for
01-11.

d. Upon initial call up of the ORB TGT display (SPEC 34) after entering OPS
2 from another OPS, the selected TGT set is initialized to 0. If a
COMPUTE TI (Item 27), or a LOAD (Item 26), or a COMPUTE T2 (Item 28) is
then requested, undesirable results may occur. These include;

1. Targeting may require several minutes to complete.
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2. One or more GPC errors may occur.

3. Various targeting alarms may be annunciated.

Therefore, the crewmember should not request a COMPUTE Tl for TGT set 0
or when AT and T2 TIG are both zero. The crewmember must not request a
LOAD for TGT set 0 (it could write zeroes into data locations not
allocated to ORB TGTing). Any results displayed after performing any of
these requests should be ignored. The orbit targeting protection CR
#694918 adds protection to orbit targeting from operating on a non-
existant (zero) TGT set; this CR has been written and approved for
flight software version 01-11.

Orbit targeting allows the crewmember to define the Orbiter state (at Tl
TIG) for a Lambert MNVR in terms of a TGT state and a keyboard input
target centered relative state. The targeting algorithm will compute a
MNVR based on the input relative state and transfer the MNVR information
to the ORBIT MNVR display. When load is executed for the ORBIT MNVR
EXEC display, neither the ORB MNVR display nor on-orbit guidance has
knowledge that an input relative state was used. Consequently, an
Orbiter state (at Tl TIG) is generated based on the current Orbiter
state from on-orbit user parameter processing. This situation results
in a targeted MNVR different from the intended MNVR. The degree of
difference in the MNVR's may or may not be observable when comparing
orbit targeting display data against ORBIT MNVR exec display data, but
in either case the resultant MNVR will not yield the expected results.

Because the difference between the computed MNVR and the desired MNVR
may not be readily observable, it is recommended that the relative
offset state targeting technique not be used in PROX OPS. If it is
desired to use the technique, either of the following workarounds is
recommended:

1. Use the C-W targeting algorithm rather than Lambert (see section
3.5.12); or

2. Manually transfer the Lambert targeting data to the PEG 7 portion of
the MNVR EXEC display and perform an external AV MNVR.

The value displayed for Tl TIG (Item 2 on the orbit targeting display,
SPEC 34) may be 1 second less than the actual value of TIG used by
guidance after the following sequence is performed:

1. The displayed TGT set data is stored into the predefined TGT set
storage locations via an ORB TGT load (Item 26);

2. That same TGT set is evoked again, via item 1. Note that an
intervening compute Tl (Item 27) or compute T2 (Item 28) makes no
difference.

If a compute Tl is then done, the value displayed for T2 TIG (Item 13)
may be 1 second less than the actual value used by guidance. The CRT
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timer will countdown to the correct TIG, and the correct value is used
for computing the targeting and guidance solutions. The correct value
of TIG w i l l be displayed on the ORB MNVR EXEC display (MM 202 OPS
display). The crewmember should refer to ORB MNVR EXEC display for the
correct value of TIG if TGT set data is loaded and then used again.

When a compute Tl (Item 27) is requested for a Lambert TGT set, a
transfer time alarm may be annunciated if targeting is unable to find a
solution. This alarm produces the CRT message "TGT AT" (see section
3.5.5.1). Under some circumstances when this alarm is annunciated, the
PRED MATCH field on the ORB TGT display is required to display a large
value. As the large value required to be displayed has too many digits
for the PRED MATCH field, a value of zero is displayed instead.

The crewmember should not execute the resulting MNVR if the "TGT AT"
message is annunciated for a Lambert TGT set and the PRED MATCH field
displays zero.

CR 069837A has been written and approved for FSW version 01-11. This CR
changes the FSW such that when max iterations occur in the omega AT
time computation, the alarm TGT AT is annunciated and PRED MATCH is set
to 999999.

For a small Lambert MNVR of less than 5 ft/s, the VGO on the MNVR EXEC
display incorrectly increases by an amount of 0.4 to 0.9 ft/s when the
VGO corrector task is cycled at 10 to 15 seconds prior to TIG. The
effect becomes less as TIG approaches and is correct at a time less than
4 seconds after TIG. This is due to the initiation of Lambert guidance
prior to TIG and is negligible for MNVR's of larger AV's. This anomaly
was predicted to occur in 1978, but was not fixed because of a crew
desire to have a visual indication that guidance is cycling.

The crewmember can avoid possibly inefficient maneuvering by not
starting the trim of VGO's for axis-by-axis MNVR's until TIG.

CR #69568A has been written and approved for FSW version 01-11 which
wi l l eliminate transient errors in AV total displayed on the ORBIT MNVR
EXEC display before TIG when a small mldcourse correction burn using
Lambert guidance is executed.

If a load computation (Item 22 on ORBIT MNVR EXEC display) is requested
for a Lambert guided burn and the "TGT ITER" or "TGT AT" alarm is
annunciated during the computation, the following guidance parameters
wil l be incorrect: VGO, TGO, total AV, burn attitude, TGT apogee, and
TGT perigee. The data may appear reasonable, but they are incorrect.

The crewmember should not execute the resultant MNVR. Reenter any
portion of the TGT data to downmode from Lambert to external AV
guidance, and recompute the solution.

If a burn is being executed using Lambert guidance and the "TGT ITER" or
"TGT AT" alarm is annunciated, the following guidance parameters will
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be incorrect: VGO, TGO, total AV. The total AV will be in excess of
100 ft/s, with the VGO components and TGO correspondingly large. If the
DAP is in AUTO mode, the Orbiter will maneuver to the incorrect burn
attitude and maintain the incorrect body rates. Correct values for all
of these parameters may be restored after four seconds.

The crewmember should terminate the burn immediately. If there is not
enough time to set up and execute a corrective MNVR before the next
scheduled MNVR, expect the next scheduled MNVR to be off nominal in
order to correct for the aborted burn. If there is time to do a
corrective MNVR, compute the corrective MNVR solution on the ORB TGT
display using the same TGT set as for the aborted burn. To ensure
successful execution of the corrective MNVR, the MNVR should be done
using external AV guidance rather than Lambert guidance, although
Lambert guidance may work. Beware of 180° and 360° transfer time
singularities.

If a compute Tl (Item 27) is requested for a Lambert TGT set and the
"TGT ITER" or the "TGT AT" alarm is annunciated during the computation,
the resultant MNVR solution will probably be incorrect. The VGO's
displayed on the orbit TGT display are expected to be grossly in error,
but they may appear reasonable when they are really are not. The
resultant MNVR-solution computed solution is required to verify this.
In addition, the ground may see multiple GPC errors during the
computation.

The crewmember should not execute the resultant MNVR unless comparison
with the ground solution indicates the solution is good. Otherwise,
check that the input data for the TGT set is reasonable. Especially
ensure that the transfer time does not yield a 180° or 360° transfer
angle. If the input data is correct, recomputing the MNVR may produce a
successful solution. If recomputation fails and a ground-computed MNVR
is available, enter the ground-computed MNVR on the ORBIT MNVR EXEC
display and execute. If out of contact with the ground, manually
transfer the data to a CW TGT set and compute the MNVR solution using
C-W targeting. Note that if the MNVR uses orthogonal braking, TGT data
must also be transferred for the next TGT set as well.

3.6 CONTROL
by

Once a desired change in orbit has been definedAtargeting, it should be
performed by "maneuver execution". This Involves performing a propulsive
burn to create a controlled AV.

3.6.1 PADS

Numerical data define MNVR's which can then be input to the MNVR EXECUTE
display; this data is written on prepared forms called "BURN PADS", found in
the RNDZ checklist. The burn data may be calculated several times (e.g.,
preflight, preliminary, intermediate, and/or final) and entered on the form
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each time. The preflight data is entered in the parenthesised fields; the
multiple sets of "onboard solutions" is a unique feature of the Tl PAD.

3.6.1.1 Basic Information

The following information is needed for the performance of a burn (see
fig. 3-34):

• Engine select
• Thrust vector roll, degrees
• Trim load (P, LY, RY)
• Vehicle weight, pounds
• TIG in MET
• PEG; zw's (x, v, z) in LVLH, f t /s
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Figure 3-34.- Typical BURN PAD,
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3.6.1.2 Other Systems Data

Performance of a burn may involve systems reconfiguration, which can be
specified either on a cue card or on the burn pad. For example: QMS gimbal
check (left/right, primary/secondary, pre/postburn) may be specified; QMS
HE regulator (A,B), both sides, may be set to GPC/OP/CL; RCS interconnect
may be altered. In addition, systems reconfigurations which are associated
not with the burn but with some activity which closely follows the burn, may
also be specified (e.g., IMU deselect, which actually is associated with the
subsequent STRK pass. See sections 3.3.2.1 and 3.9.4).

3.6.1.3 Ti Delay PAD

The Ti burn is a convenient point to stop the RNDZ for one or more REVs, if
needed. Instead of burning the nominal Ti pad, the crew loads a special pad
read-up from the MCC (fig. 3-35). Use of this pad is discussed in section
4.1.40 in the RNDZ procedures rationale narrative.

Avx

AVY

Avz

AVT

Figure 3-35.- Ti delay pad

3.6.1.4 MC PADS

The post-Ti midcourse burns are usually small and are done axis-by-axis.
Since there is no ground solution to check against, a "3-sigma variation"
value is computed preflight for use as a confidence check (fig. 3-36).

The 3-sigma limits on the MCI thru MC4 burns are for information only. They
are the maximum expected value of the targeting solutions. The values are
mission and burn dependent. If the limits are exceeded, the burn should
still be executed, if REL NAV and the sensors being used look good.
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MC 3 BURN SOLUTION
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Figure 3-36.- Typical MC PAD.

3.6.2 ORBIT MNVR EXEC (MM 202)

This is the OPS display in GNC MM 202. It provides the crew with a means
for inputting and executing MNVR's, evaluating their effects on the tra-
jectory, and adjusting parameters as necessary (fig. 3-37). It can be used
during long-range stationkeeping and separation as well as RNOZ.

In general, this display provides the crew interface for monitoring and
control of the functions contained in MM 202. These include the controls to
maneuver the Orbiter to a burn attitude, and to monitor, guide, and control
the vehicle while executing a translational MNVR, or while executing the
burns used in the RNDZ mi.ssion phases. The same display is used during
ascent, orbit, and entry, with the difference being the title (ASCENT/ORBIT/
DEORBIT MNVR EXEC/COAST). Thus, there are some items on this display that
are not used in OPS 2 (e.g., PEG 4 TGT's, Items 14-18; REI-range to entry
interface status, Items 35-39).

RNDZ MNVR's will be trimmed to VGO less than 0.2 ft/s in each axis.
Normally, on-orbit MNVR's are not considered delta-velocity critical for
flight safety or mission success, and therefore, no strict trim requirements
are set. However, RNDZ MNVR's are typically considered critical for mission
success and should be trimmed more accurately. Based on flight experience,
0.2 ft/s in each axis is the smallest residual consistently achievable by
crew input. This accuracy is required during RNDZ operations to keep
deviations from the planned profile to a minimum.
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Figure 3-37.- The ORBIT MNVR EXEC (MM 202) display.

Note that ORB MNVR EXEC would be used only to execute targeted translation
MNVR's (via OMS or RCS). For other translation MNVR's, such as manual
stationkeeping or V-BAR approach, the thrust monitor capability on REL NAV
may be used to monitor manual translation command inputs from the THC,
executed by RCS jets.

From flight experience, crews have suggested adding some features to OPS
202. These include the capability to perform RCS burns under GPC control
and the display of time-to-go in current attitude maneuver (which is
displayed in OPS 201). There are no current plans to implement these
suggestions.

The RNDZ related functions of the display are described in this section.
This is not a complete description of the functioning of the SPEC. For a
detailed explanation of the entire display, see the DPS Dictionary or the
GNC Display FSSR.

3.6.2.1 OMS BOTH/L/R, RCS SEL (Items 1-4)

These mutually exclusive items allow the user to select whether both OMS
engines, or just the left or right one, or the RCS jets will be used in the
upcoming MNVR. If an OMS failure is declared by fault detection, identi-
fication and reconfiguration (FDIR), a down arrow w i l l appear in the status
column next to item 2 or 3 (L or R OMS engine). The down arrow and FDI are
reset if item 1 (BOTH) is subsequently selected. If item 4 is selected

3-90



JSC-10589

(RCS SEL), the burn attitude and burn duration time computations for the
targeted MNVR will be made, assuming that 2 +X RCS thrusters will be used to
produce a +X acceleration. A required burn attitude will be computed to
align the Orbiter +X effective thrust vector with the required thrust vector
with the specified TV roll. These data will appear in Items 24-26.

3.6.2.2 Thrust Vector Roll (Item 5)

This item allows the crew to select the Orbiter orientation, in terms of
roll, about the thrust vector during an QMS burn. Roll angles from 0° to
359" can be input, with 0° being heads up. It is initialized the first time
to an I-loaded value (180° or heads down so the horizon is visible), and
retains that value until user intervention. From then on, it comes up with
the previously used value which can be changed by the user. TVR is valid
only for a +X attitude burn (either +X RCS or QMS). The value of the TVR is
determined by the right hand rule about the thrust vector, zero heads-up in
LVLH.

3.6.2.3 Time of Ignition (Items 10-13)

These items represent the TIG in MET (OAYS/HR:MIN:SEC). A check is made by
the software to ensure that a time entered in this item is realistic (within
5 minutes in the past, or 12 hours in the future). If it is not a realistic
time, an illegal entry message will be generated.

3.6.2.4 PEG 7 (Items 19-21)

These items are used to input the three external AV's (ft/s) in the local
vertical system at ignition. When COMPUTE is performed in ORB TGT SPEC, the
results are automatically transferred here (ITEM 22 must then be executed to
LOAD).

Note: The burn AV's may be different between the ORBIT MNVR EXEC display
and the ORBIT TGT display for Lambert maneuvers. There are three
reasons for this possible difference: Both displays use the current
SV when computing the burn solution, but because they are used at
different times some AV discrepancy results. If it is a Lambert
targeted burn, Lambert will run through one iteration cycle when the
targets are loaded on ORBIT MNVR EXEC, updating the previously
computed targets for any sensed accelerations or NAV marks taken.
Beginning at TIG-15 seconds, the ORBIT MNVR EXEC display starts
receiving continuous updates from Lambert guidance, as compared to
the ORBIT TGT display that computes the burn targets only once.

3.6.2.5 LOAD (Item 22)

The word LOAD will flash any time the display is called up in OPS 2. Once
the LOAD Hem is executed, the word LOAD will cease flashing and the engine
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selection, trim, vehicle weight, and TGT data items w i l l be sent to
guidance. Also, certain display parameters w i l l be computed, including burn
attitude, total AV, targeted apogee/perigee, burn time, and required AV in
body components. The CRT timer w i l l stop and reset to zero.

Later, if the engine selection, trim, vehicle weight, or TGT data items are
altered by crew input or by ground uplink prior to burn enable or after burn
completion, the word LOAD w i l l flash, and it w i l l be necessary to retarget
the MNVR to keep Lambert guidance. Such an entry w i l l terminate all burn
guidance computations and the load-dependent parameters w i l l blank. Any
change of these targeting or setup parameters while the burn is enabled, or
prior to burn completion, w i l l be treated as an illegal entry.

3.6.2.6 TIMER (Item 23)

The GNC CRT timer may be started to count down to TIG via this item. It may
already have been counting since ORB TGTing targeted the burn, but moding to
202 or execution of LOAD stopped it.

3.6.2.7 Guidance Oownmoding

The active guidance mode (Lambert or external AV) is displayed at the
bottom of the middle column. Any changes to entries on the left-hand side
of MNVR EXEC w i l l cause an automatic downmoding from Lambert to external AV
guidance mode. To return to Lambert guidance mode, the crew must call up
ORB TGT, load and recompute targets, resume MNVR EXEC, and load results.
Inadvertent guidance downmoding can cause trouble with procedures which are
not executed in a crisp, careful fashion. Deliberate downmoding can be
achieved by intentionally changing an entry on SPEC 34 or MM 202; there are
currently no known reasons for doing this.

3.6.2.8 Burn Attitude (BURN ATT, Items 24-26)

The burn attitude at ignition in degrees, with respect to the FWD ADI
inertial reference frame, w i l l appear by these items after crew execution of
the load ITEM (Recall that the roll orientation about the thrust vector was
specified in Item 5.) The BURN ATT items may not be used for data entry in
OPS 2. Such an attempt would result in an ILLEGAL ENTRY message. The burn
attitude generates ADI attitude error such that the crew can maneuver to the
desired attitude. In OPS 2, this maneuver may be done automatically with
the next item.

3.6.2.9 MNVR execute (Item 27)

This item enables an AUTO DAP maneuver to the desired burn attitude (given
in Items 24, 25, and 26). W h i l e the maneuver is in progress, an asterisk
w i l l appear next to Item 27. If ITEM 27 has not been selected, it w i l l be
enabled automatically 10 to 15 seconds before TIG with initiation of cyclic
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guidance. If it is not desired to maneuver to the burn attitude at TIG, the
DAP must be placed in MAN or LVLH mode. If DAP is not in AUTO, the "*" will
not appear. Note that in MM 202, the ADI error needles are referenced to
BURN ATT when this item is executed.

3.6.2.10 Time to Next Apsis (TXX XX:XX)

A time is displayed (MIN:SEC) which is the time to next apsis. An alpha-
numeric title next to the time w i l l read TTA if apogee is the next apsis,
TTP if perigee is the next apsis, or if apogee and perigee differ by less
than 5 n. mi., the time w i l l be blank and the title will read TTC ("C" for
circularization).

3.6.2.11 Burn-related parameters

Several parameters used during a burn will be displayed in the upper right-
hand corner of this display.

• EXEC: This is when OMS is selected only. At TIG -15 sec, the word EXEC
will appear and will flash until a keyboard EXEC is performed, at which
time the characters wi l l disappear. Ignition is inhibited until this
entry is made. If the EXEC entry is made after the specified TIG, the
MNVR starts immediately following the EXEC entry. Releasing the display
prior to enabling the MNVR (e.g., transitioning to MM 201, OPS 3, or
OPS 8) cancels that MNVR.

• AV TOT: This parameter identifies the predicted total AV of the
targeted MNVR.

• TGO: This parameter reflects the predicted burn length (MIN:SEC) before
TIG occurs. After ignition, it reflects the remaining burn time.

• VGO X/Y/Z: These parameters show the velocity to go componentwise in
ft/s with respect to the vehicle body axis system. These values can be
used by the crewmember to manually execute the required RCS burn using
the THC (see section 3.6.3).

• HA, HP TGT/CUR: These parameters reflect apogee (HA) and perigee (HP)
information in nautical miles for the current orbit trajectory (CUR) and
for the predicted postburn orbit (TGT).

3.6.2.12 Operational Constraints

The 01-7 Program Notes (JSC-19320) lists the following operational
constraints on MM 202, "ORB MNVR EXEC." Constraints on SPEC 34 also will
impact MM 202 operations, see section 3.5̂ 9, items "e", "h", and "i."
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a. Attitude maneuver to unknown attitude.

On the MNVR DISP, once an AUTO MNVR (Item 27) to a desired "BURN ATT"
(Items 24 through 26) is initiated, an asterisk will appear next to Item
27 to indicate that the maneuver is in progress. Once this AUTO MNVR
has been initiated, this asterisk remains next to Item 27 until:

(1) A new TGT Item is entered on the display (Items 1 through 21 except
Item 18) and causes the values for "BURN ATT" to blank, but the
vehicle continues to maneuver to the old "BURN ATT" (as indicated
by the asterisk next to Item 27).

(2) If a new load Item (Item 22) is entered on display, this causes a
new "BURN ATT" to be computed and displayed, but the vehicle
continues maneuvering to the old "BURN ATT."

In response to this problem, the crew should do the following. If an
AUTO MNVR to a desired "BURN ATT" is in progress (asterisk next to Item
27) and either of the above is performed, mode the DAP to manual and
back to AUTO to avoid confusion regarding the attitude to which the
vehicle is maneuvering.

b. Orbit DAP RCS burns while not at guidance attitude.

Problems arise in two cases if it is desired to execute an axis-by-axis
guided RCS burn in manual mode while holding some attitude other than
the guidance determined burn attitude:

(1) Without executing the MNVR Item on the ORBIT MNVR EXEC display: a
maneuver to the burn attitude will begin if the AUTO mode is
selected any time between TIG-15 and cutoff. Solution is to not
select AUTO during this interval.

(2) Including execution of the MNVR Item: A maneuver to the burn
attitude w i l l begin if the AUTO mode is selected any time between
execution of the MNVR Item and transition out of MM 202. Solution
is to prevent the maneuver, by not selecting AUTO between execution
of the MNVR Item and transition out of MM 202. To interrupt the
maneuver, select manual, and then AUTO (does not work during burn).

c. OPS Transition with target track active.

When an OPS mode recall (with GPC TGT set change) or OPS 2 to 8
transition is executed with RNDZ NAV enabled, RNDZ NAV will be disabled
afterwards and w i l l not be propagating the TGT SV. If the UNIV PTG TGT
track option (Item 19 on the UP display) was active at the time of the
OPS mode recall or OPS transition, UNIV PTG will continue to track the
last computed TGT state. This may cause undesirable RCS activity.
After an OPS mode recall, UNIV PTG w i l l continue the last computed
relative state. After an OPS 2 to 8 transition, the relative state is
lost, and multiple GPC errors w i l l result from operations on zero
vectors.
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This situation can be prevented by canceling the TGT TRK (Item 21 on the
UNIV PTG display) before executing the OPS mode recall or transition.
The jet firings can be stopped by moding the DAP to manual.

The GPC errors can be stopped by a PRO to MM 201 followed by canceling
the TGT TRK.

If this situation occurs, a TGT state uplink is required to resume
tracking. This is implemented in procedures discussed in section
6.1.3.1.

d. Stale SV after orbit OPS transition

On-orbit.NAV does not execute and compute the Orbiter SV until between
four and seven seconds after completion of an OPS mode recall with TGT
set change or an OPS transition. During this period, the M50 to LVLH
transformation quaternion will be stale and will cause the following
anomalous behaviors:

(1) The attitude displayed on any ADI for which the LVLH reference is
selected will be incorrect until the SV is recomputed on the next
NAV cycle (4 seconds). The crew should be aware of this.

(2) If the DAP manual LVLH mode is initialized after the transition or
recall, and before NAV runs, the commanded LVLH attitude will be
based upon a stale SV. If NAV was inactive long enough during the
transition or recall, and the Orbiter rates were high enough, a
maneuver could result after NAV is reactivated. The crew should
avoid the LVLH mode PBI during the transition or recall and for 7
seconds after resumption of GNC processing to preclude this RCS
activity. Otherwise be aware of the problem.

(3) If the DAP manual LVLH mode or a UNIV PTG Earth-relative or center-
of-Earth track option is activated prior to the transition or
recall, the DAP will operate on an attitude error based in part on
stale data. This could result intransient jet firings until the SV
is updated. The crew should be aware of this.

This constraint is flagged in section 3.7.3.4.

e. IMU data loss during MM 202 preburn maneuver:

If all IMU data is lost for at least 960 ms during a MM 202 preburn
altitude maneuver, the DAP will downmode to manual rotation (MAN ROT)
pulse. This downmode normally terminates the maneuver.

However, two problems may occur, if the DAP was not in the AUTO mode at
any time between the start of the maneuver and the time the IMU data was
lost, and:
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(1) If the IMU data is restored while in MM 202, the maneuver w i l l
re-activate immediately (Note: The DAP will remain in the MAN ROT
pulse mode). Sequential transitions to MM 201 and back to MM 202 in
between the loss and restoration of IMU data will not affect this
situation. The crew response should be as follows.

If the IMU data is restored while in MM 202, and,

(a) It is desired to terminate the maneuver, execute a mode
transition to MM 201, or cycle the DAP mode to AUTO, then MAN,
then back to AUTO.

(b) It is desired to continue the maneuver, either:

• Use the RHC to manually maneuver the vehicle (in any desired
rotational submode) according to the ADI, or

• Select the AUTO mode.

(2) If the IMU data is restored while in MM 201, the maneuver will
reactivate immediately upon re-entry into MM 202, unless an OPS
transition out of OPS 2 is executed before returning to MM 202. The
crew response should be that if the data is restored while in
MM 201, either

(a) Execute an OPS transition prior to the next entry into MM 202,
or,

(b) Mode the DAP to the AUTO mode prior to the next transition into
MM 202. Then, once in MM 202, cycle the DAP mode to MAN and
then back to AUTO.

This constraint is flagged in section 3.7.3.4.

3.6.3 AXIS-BY-AXIS BURNS

Under certain circumstances the AV required is performed in OPS 202 while
holding an arbitrary attitude. There could be some compelling reason to
maintain that attitude (e.g., viewing requirement, Sun angle, etc.)* or the
burn might be small enough that the PCS cost in maneuvering to +X and back
exceeds the efficiency loss in burning axis by axis. In this case, the EXEC
command is not needed and the entire burn is manually executed the same way
a +X burn is trimmed postguided cutoff.

The axes are trimmed in the sequence of X, then Y, then Z, unless Z is
negative and thus is to be trimmed first. This sequence minimizes the
impacts of translational coupling (section 0. g. t).

•3*o***l

This procedure is fully defined in section 3.8.5.1.
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3.7 DPS

Proper processing and maintenance of RNDZ-related data 1s crucial to mission
success. A variety of DPS activities can impact this processing, not always
in obvious ways.

3.7.1 Configuration for Rendezvous

The GPC's are configured such that if either of the two computers fails
during the RNDZ, vehicle attitude and translational control are maintained.
This is especially important when the Orbiter is in close proximity to the
TGT, and it is important for crew safety to be able to perform evasive
MNVR's, should the need arise.

Stringing is accomplished to satisfy this requirement. Initially, strings 1
and 3 are on GPC 1, and 2 and 4 are on GPC 2 (NBAT is "1212").

3.7.2 Off-Nominal DPS Configurations

During actual rendezvous missions, a three-GPC redundant set has
occasionally been established for redundancy reasons.

3.7.3 OPS Transition Effects

Performing OPS mode recalls or OPS transitions during the RNDZ phase can
have significant impact on procedures. Where possible, such transitions
should be delayed to the PROX OPS phase or later.

OPS mode recalls that are associated with the addition/deletion of a GPC
to/from the GNC redundant set result in a number of undesirable secondary
effects because of the momentary passage through OPS zero, particularly when
rendezvous NAV is enabled. Among these are the disabling of RNOZ NAV, loss
of the propagated NAV state, covarlance matrix reinitialization, possible
bad NAV measurements being incorporated into the filtered NAV state, an
undesired attitude maneuver accompanied by the "pegging" of the ADI error
needles, GPC errors, and Increased propellant usage.

In addition, DPS OPS transitions are performed in accordance with several
malfunction procedures. As a minimum, RNDZ NAV is disabled. In some cases,
base time, target state vector, covarlance matrix, and universal pointing
can also be lost. GPC errors may also occur.
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3.7.3.1 RNDZ NAV Termination

RNDZ NAV is terminated any time OPS 2 is left (see section 3.6.2.12, item
"c"). This will happen when an OPS transition (OPS 2-X-2) is performed (for
X = 8 or X = 3) or when a GPC is add/deleted to/from the set by performing
an OPS/mode recall. RNOZ NAV is not terminated due to restringing.

In thdLORBPKTC/Ljprocedure for "PASS GNC GPC (1st FAIL)", there are steps , fc
which calT~o~uTr~

IF RNDZ NAV Enabled:

•Perform RNOZ NAV SAFING

and after the DPS manipulations

IF RNDZ NAV REQ'D:

Perform RNDZ NAV Recovery

The two procedure^; *or-saf ing and for recovery^ are found in figures -
sod 3-3&£ Theto6 ̂pecific uses and rationales are described below in three
subsections.

The OPS 2-8-2 transition is necessary when starting an APU. The j'
procedures are located in the orbit operations checklist, "G2 to G8
Transition" and "G8 to G2 Transition." , R»&£ VAV VA J\Â  .S^^A W

br u-* Ju^t ^ - c v 0

a.

RNDZ NAV will be terminated on departure from OPS 2 since it is not
supported in OPS 8. On return to OPS 2 the NAV software level, called
"OPS overlay" (highest or last level), is read from the MMU. This means
all NAV software at the "OPS overlay" level is in an I-loaded state.
Target SV, covariance matrix, and base time are all lost. RNDZ NAV and
KU ANT functions are terminated because they are not supported in OPS 8.

(Text continues on page 3-102.)
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CRT

If OPS MODE recall (ADD/DELETE GPC
TO/FROM Redundant Set)

DAP: FREE DRIFT
IGNC UNIV PTGI
CNCL - ITEM 21 EXEC (*)

If OPS TRANSITION (G2 to G8/G3)
Before OPS transition :

If MNVR for APU leak reqd
. -Y FOR STRK (+Y for RR)
. IGNC UNIV PTGI
. TGT ID +1

BODY VECT +5
P
Y
OM
TRK
DAP

+0
+280.6

+90
(+90)
(+180)

ITEM 19 EXEC (*)
B/AUTO/NORM.

When 1n att, DAP: A/AUTO/VERN
NOTE: Do not take RR Angle data
while in +Y attitude

GNC 34 ORBIT TGT
Record Base Time

Figure 3-38.N- RNDZ NAV safing/

After returning to OPS 2, the MCC uplinks a new TGT SV (RNDZ NAV cannot
be enabled until this is done) and ,COV MATRIX. The crew enables RNDZ
NAV and KU ANT and returns to TGT TRK, then selects appropriate angle
sensor (RR, STRK, or COAS, initiated as STRK) and Incorporates sensor
data into NAV when appropriate.
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If OPS MODE recall (add/delete GPC to/from redundant set)

GNC 33 REL NAV

Inhibit RNG
ROOT
Angles

- ITEM 18 EXEC
- ITEM 21 EXEC
- ITEM 24 EXEC

[Note: * will not change until RNDZ NAV enabled]

RNDZ NAV ENA - ITEM 1 EXEC (*)
/KU ANT FNA ITEM 2-as-tfigd.

GNC UN IV PTG
VTGT ID, BODY VCCT. P. Y,
TRK - ITEM 19 EXEC (*)

When SV UPDATE POS < 1.0 (0.3 if RR)
and MARK ACCEPT>9^
SV SEL - ITEM 4 EXt€̂ (FLTR)

(MORE)

Figure 3-39.- RNDZ NAV recovery.
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CRT

tu

ui
C3

CRT

RNOZ NAV RECOVERY

If Recovery from OPS MODE RECALL
(add/delete GPC to/from redundant set)

I GNC 33 REL NAVI
(Note: Asterisks will not change until
RNDZ NAV is enabled)
Inhibit RNG ITEM 18 EXEC

ROOT - ITEM 21 EXEC
Angles - ITEM 24 EXEC

RNDZ NAV ENA - ITEM 1 EXEC (*)

IGNC UNIV PTGI
TRK - ITEM 19(CUR - *)

if Recovery from OPS TRANSITION (G8/G3
to 62)

IGNC 34 ORBIT TGTI
TGT NO - ITEM 1 +1 EXEC
Set BASE TIME to Ti TIG (Ti Burn Pad,
2-20)
LOAD - ITEM 26 EXEC

IGNC 33 REL NAVI
Upon MCC uplink of TGT SV,

RNDZ NAV ENA - ITEM 1 EXEC (*)

NOTE
If RNDZ NAV not enabled (no *),
DO NOT PROCEED

Select appropriate target track attitude

IGNC UNIV PTGI
-Z

TGT ID +1
BODY VECT +3
P
Y
OM +0

Y ^^TRK^

+5
+0
+280.6
+90

+Y (RR)
+1
+5
+0
+90
+180

)
TRK - ITEM 19'(cur - *)

DAP ROT: DISC/DISC/DISC
DAP: VERN
DAP: A/AUTO

If NAV sensor data available
If STRK NAV

perform S TRK TARGET ACQ

If RR NAV

2-9

IGNC 33 REL NAVI
KU ANT ENA - ITEM 2 (*)
GNC I/O RESET - EXEC
perform RR NAVIGATION [I 2-19 »
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If OPS TRANSITION (G8/G3 to G2)

After ground uplink of TGT

GNC 33 REL NAV

RNDZ NAV ENA - ITEM 1 EXEC (*)
/KU ANT ENA - ITEM 2 as reqd
GNC I/O reset - EXEC

GNC UNIV PTG

/TGT ID, BODY VECT, P, Y, OM
TRK - ITEM 19 EXEC (*)
DAP: A/AUTO/VERN

GNC 33 REL NAV

S TRK (RR, COAS) - ITEM 12 (13, 14) EXEC (*)

Auto RNG - ITEM 17 as reqd
ROOT - ITEM 20 as reqd
Angles - ITEM 23 as reqd

When SV UPDATE POS< 1.0(0.3 1f RR) and MARK ACCEPT>9,
SV SEL - ITEM 4 EXEC (FLTR)

GNC 34 ORBIT TGT

TGT NO - ITEM 1 +1 EXEC "ft Tt£ (TV BI/**/
Set BASE TIME, ITEM 21 to va4ue as recorded aboye.
LOAD - ITEM 26 EXEC

(MORE)

Figure 3-39.- Continued.
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b.

V

c.

If MNVR for APU leak was reqd

After APU burn complete, mnvr to
reqd TGT TRK attitude:

(-Y STRK)
GNC UNIV
TGT ID +1
BODY VECT +3 (+5)
P +90 (+0)
Y +0 (+280.6)
OM +0 (+90)
TRK - ITEM 19 EXEC (*)
DAP: B/AUTO/NORM,
When in att, DAP: A/AUTO/VERN

NOTE: Do not take RR angle data
while in -Z TGT TRK att
(if appropriate)

Figure 3-39.- Concluded.

If an actual maneuver to APU burn attitude was required, the crew
performs the steps shown in figure 3-3̂ 6̂

\e OPS 2-3-2 transition is used any time it is necessary to use the

master X-feed switch (not available in OPS 2). It is also possibly used
in RCS/OMS leak isplaUn. Another use is if bothJS GPC's fail.

" U>-

The procedures are located in malfunction procedures: G2/G8 TO G3
TRANS (5-11$); G3 TO G2/G8 TRANS (5-115); TWO GPC FAIL (5-62).

The effect is similar to an OPS 2-8-2 transition, and the fix is the
same as OPS 2-8-2 transition.

Adding a GPC to the redundant set (OPS/Mode recall) is an OPS
transition, even though it is not readily obvious. Any time a GPC is
brought into the set an OPS MODE RECALL is performed.

The procedure is lodated in the Orbit Pocket Checklist (PASS GNC GPC
(1st FAIL)) and in tihe malfunction procedures (PASS GNC GPC (1st FAIL)*,
SINGLE GPC FAIL (5-68); DPS RECONFIG FOR LOSS OF AV BAY COOLING (5-8(1);
GNC REASSIGNMENT (5-HgO). *>

The ITEM 21 (CNCL) is performed to prevent annunciation of GPC errors
due to divide-by-zero, and pegging of ADI needles.

The effect of an OPS MODE RECALL is slightly different from an OPS
TRANSITION. If a GPC is brought into the set, the crew will change the
GPC TGT set in the NBAT and then perform an OPS/Mode recall (OPS XXX
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PRO). This momentarily takes all GPC's in the set to OPS 0 to synchro-
nize them and then returns them to the appropriate OPS (in this case OPS
2). RNDZ NAV is terminated upon leaving OPS 2 (RNDZ NAV is not
supported in OPS-0). Upon return to OPS 2, the "OPS overlay" software
is read from the G2 GPC, not the MMU. This means one comes back into
OPS 2 in basically the same configuration in which one is left, except
RNDZ NAV is not automatically reenabled. The target SV 1s not being
propagated; when RNDZ NAV is reenabled, the TGT SV is propagated forward
to the current time. Also, when RNDZ NAV is manually re-enabled, a FLTR
to PROP and COVAR REINIT are automatically performed and the PROP SV is
automatically selected.

ft f?_
3.7.3.2 ORB TGT1ing

Computation is terminated and must be manually restarted.

3.7.3.3 Attitude Control

Failure to go to free drift on transition to OPS 8 can have damaging
effects. Since the TGT SV is frozen (it tracks where the TGT was when OPS 2
was left), the DAP can get confused if it hits a DB; multiple jet firings
may result. There would also be a large attitude maneuver when OPS 2 is
resumed.

3.7.3.4 Star Tracker

OPS transition (8 to 2 or 2/0/2 for set change) will cause STRK processing
to go to TERM IDLE. The STRK acquisition procedure must be performed after
returning to OPS 2.

3.7.3.5 Other Effects

The covariance matrix and NAV sensor mark counters are reset. Also, see
section 3.6.2.12 for MM202 OPS constraints involving DPS transitions
(especially items "d" and "e").

3.8 OMS/RCS ISSUES

3.8.1 RCS Cross-Coupling

Due to the awkwardly unsymmetric alignments of the physical arrangement of
the RCS jets (fig- 3-41), commanded translation/rotation maneuvers in one
axis tend to induce motion in other axes as well. This effect is called
"cross-coupling." It can have significant impact on manual flying during
RNDZ terminal phase and PROX OPS.
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A complete description of Orbiter PRCS-induced acceleration is given in
figure 3-42. To be useful for understanding the magnitude of the problem,
however, a better representation would show the relative accelerations
normalized (that is, the desired acceleration is set to "1," and the sizes
of the other accelerations proportioned accordingly). Such a cross-coupling
ratio table is given in figure 3-43 (normal and low-Z modes) and figure 3-44
(nose only and tail only modes), and should be taken only as an indicator of
relative cross-coupling effects.

In order to make quantitative comparisons of rotation and translation cross-
couplings, a proportionality constant had to be derived to allow unitless
ratios to be computed. The scheme was developed to set this proportionality
constant to the value that gave equal ratios of each type of motion cross-
coupling to the primary commanded motion; that is, once properly adjusted,
the ratio of commanded rotation rates to the undesired induced translation
rates would be the same as the ratio of commanded translation rates to the
undesired induced rotation rates. A satisfactory value was found to be
approximately 3 times the translation rates in feet; in practice, this
creates equivalence (1 deg - 3 feet) at a range of about 150 to 200 feet,
where in fact much PROX OPS maneuvering occurs. Because this is an
arbitrary scheme, the values in the proportional tables must be used
properly and not misinterpreted. However, the tables do provide qualitative
cross-coupling ratios which are entirely consistent with, and often explain
some superficially puzzling dynamics aspects of, both simulations and flight
experience.

In examining the translational impacts of specific RCS firings, one further
step is necessary. Where any translation is directly induced, that is
immediately added to the totals; where a rotation is induced, that rotation
is nulled with a "perfect" opposite rotation command and the translational
impacts of that theoretical maneuver are added to the totals. This
computation algorithm continues until all rotational impacts have been
nulled. This technique will provide useful results, but in the real world
there may actually be overcorrection for the rotational cross-couplings,
with consequently different total translational impact.

The "attitude hold" section for rotation maneuvers is computed by performing
a unit rotation maneuver and then immediately nulling it with an opposite
sense rotation maneuver, restoring rates to zero in that axis. The induced
rates in other axes are then computed and nulled, and the resultant
translational cross-couplings are summed.

Not surprisingly, the different DAP modes give markedly different amounts of
translational cross-coupling from the same sized rotation maneuvers. These
are shown in figure 3-40, where the roll-pitch-yaw coupling into Orbiter
body X and Z axes are displayed (there is no significant coupling into the Y
axis). DAP NORM is the lowest (the "cleanest") on this scale, and the TAIL-
ONLY and NOSE-ONLY options are also both quite "clean." At the opposite
extreme, vernier jets are the "dirtiest" in terms of translational cross-
coupling from rotation maneuvers, especially in that such cross-coupling
occurs exclusively in the -Z axis. DAP LOW Z is almost as bad, and since
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some DAP configurations call for larger rotation rates, the total cross-
coupling magnitude will be greater.

DAP mode: In X axis: In Z axis: Avg:

NORM (R.P.Y) +0.26,+0.00,+0.26 +0.26,+0.02,+0.00 0.1
LOW Z (R,P,Y) +0.50,+0.50,+0.00 -2.00,-2.00,-0.00 0.8
Tail Only (R,P,Y) * ,+0.50,+0.00 * ,+0.00,+0.00 0.2
Nose Only (R,P,Y) * ,+0.00,+0.00 * ,+0.00,+0.00 0.1
VERN (R.P.Y) +0.00,+0.00,+0.00 -1.50,-2.00,-2.00 0.9

Figure 3-40.- DAP vs translational cross-coupling (unitless ratio
value) * = same as NORM.

3.8.1.1 Translation Effects

The analysis generates some very useful Insights into cross-coupling
effects, and conforms to experience in flight and in simulators. The
following effects should be specifically noted (assume Orbiter is on TGT
V-BAR, tail-to-earth and bay-to-TGT):

NORM ROLL: This is clearly the "dirtiest" maneuver, with measurable
cross-coupling in every other degree of freedom except yaw. This is far
worse in low Z.

NORM +/-X: This induces significant +Z (braking) translations, and thus
the closing rate needs to be put back in (see section 3.2.4.2 and
4.4.2). This is also true in low-Z +X, but it is not true in low-Z -X.

NORM -Z (closing): These pulses also induce significant +X ("up")
translation. Same in low-Z.

LOW-Z +Z (braking): In free drift, this induces major negative pitch;
in attitude hold, the translation pulse loses half its force in the
subsequent counteraction of attitude deviation.

Low-Z +/-Y: When in attitude hold, these firings induce major -Z
(closing) rates, more than half the size of the commanded Y-axis
translation.

ROLL/PITCH deadbanding: In NORM, this generally induces a small +Z
(away from TGT) force; in low-Z, however, this induces a major -Z
(closing) force. In low-Z, minus pitch also produces a significant +X
translation.

TAIL-ONLY: This off-nominal control mode has several unique cross-
coupling characteristics. Pitch induces a powerful Z translation, and
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Thruster locat ion'

F - fwd module
L = aft left
R = aft right

Propellant manifold numbers-
(1 through 5)

• Direction of thruster plurie

R = -Y
u - +z
0 - -Z

a.

1 Direction of ttiruster plune

Direction of vehicle motion
- rotation only

+ roll
+p1tch

Sta t ion coordinates

XB , Vp . Z-, Liynamlc body (wtton)
coordinate!
- translation Only

Figi-re 3-41.- RCS jets.
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Figure 3-42.- RCS axis cross-coupling values.
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...The Orbiter also gets these:

NORM-Z

LOW-Z

For \d \e 1 s . . X
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ROLL

+
PITCH

YAW

+X
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Figure 3-43.- PRCS cross-coupling ratios.
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pitch also induces significant +X translation. Yaw induces an extremely
powerful Y translation and noticeable X and Z translations as well. All
other control modes are identical to normal control.

NOSE-ONLY: This off-nominal control mode also has its own peculiar
cross-coupling characteristics. In pitch, translational effects are the
mirror-image of tail-only control (but with no X effects); in yaw they
are also the opposite sense to tail-only, but much reduced.

3.8.1.2 LOS Cross-Coupling Effects

When observing a target out the overhead window, the crewmember may command
RCS translation maneuvers perpendicular to the LOS in order to control
Orbiter/TGT relative position (in a "fly to" mode). Because of induced
rotations, the initial LOS motion of the TGT may be momentarily misleading
(see fig. 3-45). The following examples are based on a target at a range of
200 feet:

NORM/LOW-Z "+Y" translation: Commanding a +Y pulse (to the left, when
facing aft) results in angular rates due both to translation and also
momentarily to rotation (until a OB is hit). Both rates are to the
right, but the momentary rotation-induced LOS motion is FOUR TIMES the
size of the translation-induced LOS rate. The translation-induced rate
only gets as large as the rotation-induced rate at a range of 50 feet.

NORM/LOW-Z "-Y" translation: Symmetric opposite to +Y.

NORM/LOW-Z "-X" translation: Commanding a -X pulse results in a
translation-induced LOS motion upwards and a rotation-induced motion
downwards (the Orbiter performs a minus pitch). At 200 feet, the
translation-induced rate is slightly smaller than the rotation-induced
rate, so the TGT will actually appear to move downwards, opposite to the
desired (and commanded) sense, at least until a DB is hit. At 100 feet,
the motion will clearly be in the proper direction, but only a fraction
of the actual true LOS rate due to rotation-induced LOS motion, until
deadbanding occurs.

NORM/LOW-Z "+X" translation: Rotational rates are very small.

These effects accentuate the need for the crewmember to be patient after
performing translation pulses, to see the LOS motion after deadbanding, and
not be misled by the initial LOS rates (which may contain deceptive
rotation-induced components).

3.8.1.3 VRCS Effects

Vernier RCS jets induce their own cross-coupling, and although the jets are
smaller than primary jets, their geometry is even more awkward. The
accelerations are shown in figure 3-46 (both free drift and attitude hold,
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RCS/DAP RESPONSE MATRIX
JET SELECT OPTION V, NO COMPENSATION

(FREE DRIFT)

***********************ACCELERATIONS
TRANSLATIONAL (FT/SEC/SEC)

CMO

+ROL

-ROL

+PCH

-PCH

+YAW

-YAW

-0.00006

-0.00006

0.00025

0.00012

-0.00012

-0.00012

Y

0.00699

-0.00699

0.00000

0.00000

-0.00108

0.00108

-0.00483

-0.00483

-0.00544

-0.00404

-0.00281

-0.00281

**********************
ROTATIONAL (DEG/SEC/SEC)

R

0.02417

-0.02418

0.00009

-0.00009

-0.00311

0.00319

P

0.00557

0.00553

0.02060

-0.00909

0.01009

0.01010

Y

0.00119

-0.00119

0.00000

-0.00000

0.01717

-0.01717

RCS/DAP RESPONSE MATRIX
JET SELECT OPTION V, ROT COMPENSATION

(ATTITUDE HOLD)

********************** ACCELERATIONS *********************
TRANSLATIONAL (FT/SEC/SEC) ROTATIONAL (DEG/SEC/SEC)

CMD

+ROL

-ROL

+PCH

-PCH

+YAW

-YAW

X

0.00001

0.00001

-0.00025

0.00012

0.00002

-0.00002

0.00707

-0.00707

-0.00003

0.00003

-0.00015

0.00019

-0.00781

-0.00780

-0.00545

-0.00406

-0.00827

-0.00830

R

0.02433

-0.02446

0.00000

0.00000

0.00000

0.00000

0.00000

0.00000

0.02063

-0.00907

0.00000

0.00000

Y

0.00000

0.00000

0.00000

0.00000

0.01733

-0.01733

Figure 3-46.- VRCS Cross-Coupling,
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where ALL attitude cross-coupling is taken out and converted into transla-
tion cross-coupling), and a normalized ratio table is given in figure 3-47.

The most striking observation is that ALL vernier firings wind up inducing
translational cross-couplings of roughly equivalent size in the same body
axis, the -2 direction. During the rendezvous phase, over a long period of
time, such translational cross-coupling could induce significant downtrack
errors in Orbiter position, despite the individually minute force of each
single firing. The firings do not randomly cancel out; instead, they
accumulate preferentially in one Orbiter body direction.

3.8.1.4 Cross-Coupling Examples

Several examples can illustrate the role that translational cross-coupling
can play in rendezvous and PROX OPS trajectories. (See figure 3-47.)

During quiescent periods of PROX OPS, even just simple pitch/yaw deadbanding
in low Z mode or in verniers can quickly introduce a clear-cut -Z
translation. Analysis (confirmed by SES simulations) indicates that a rule-
of-thumb for this -Z translation is "35 to 40 pounds of propellant per -Z
ft/s"; that is, the expenditure of 35 to 40 pounds of propellant through the
RCS during attitude hold will result in a cross-coupling translation of 1
ft/s in the -Z direction. Use of propellant consumption to monitor this -Z
buildup may be more reliable than watching AVG G on SPEC 33 (REL NAV) due to
IMU noise accumulation and the fact that much of the cross-coupled -Z
acceleration would be below the threshold of measurement by AVG G. The time
period in which this -Z buildup occurs will vary depending on how stable the
Orbiter attitude was when attitude hold was initiated. This -Z buildup
effect is liable to be significant during close-range stationkeeping and
especially during gentle separations; failure to monitor it could quickly
lead to the appearance of uncomfortable closing rates. Note that in
efficiency this result is not far different from a deliberate RCS axis-by-
axis translation burn.

Maneuvering to attitude can induce trajectory dispersions whose severity
depends on the DAP mode. Assuming an Orbiter in target track, nose to
Earth, an 0.2 deg/s attitude maneuver to nose-forward heads-up for a +X burn
and subsequent return to target track will induce translational cross-
coupling. If the maneuver is performed in NORM, the total velocity
deviation is about 0.022 ft/s, mainly in the -R-BAR (up) direction, and this
can be safely disregarded since the burn itself is only trimmed to 0.200
ft/s. However, if both the attitude maneuvers are performed in VERN, the
significant propellent savings are offset by a much higher velocity impact:
the total deviation is about 0.213 ft/s, 10 times that with the NORM jets,
and much of that (about 0.1 ft/s) is in the +V-BAR direction (25 times as
much as with DAP NORM), which accumulates downtrack error. The result would
be as serious as a sloppy trim of burn residuals, and this could definitely
be apparent on subsequent navigation and targeting.
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3.8.Z Plumes

Plumes from rocket engines are of concern due both to dynamic effects on
payloads and to contamination. These concerns impact engine firing
procedures, both for the Orbiter and for payloads.

3.8.2.1 RCS Plumes

The influence of RCS plume effects on PROX OPS flight techniques is
discussed in section 3.2.4, Low Z Operations. The RCS plume overpressures
near the Orbiter are shown in figure 3-X*-

The RCS plumes (both NORM Z and low Z) at greater ranges (out to 1400 feet)
are shown in figures 3-48 and 3-49.

3.8.2.2 QMS Plume

The QMS plume for a single engine burn is shown in figure 3-50, out to about
half a mile. See also figure 5-26 in section 5.4.1, Nominal Separation.

3.8.2.3 PL Plume

PROX OPS restrictions on payload thrusting are illustrated in figure 3-51.
The source is the memo, Safe Distance for Firing of Liquid Propellant
Engines, NS2/83-L167, from LA/Manager, NSTSPO, dated June 10, 1983.

3.8.3 Failure Modes

Various types of OMS/RCS failures can impact RNOZ and PROX OPS procedures.

3.8.3.1 Jet Fail On

The concern for a failed-on PRCS jet is a momentary disturbance to Orbiter
attitude. Although opposing jets would automatically try to compensate (if
in proper DAP mode), the initial perturbation could be significant in terms
of translational velocity and attitude (e.g., instrument pointing or docking
misalignment). If the opposing jets were able to overcome the failed-on
jet, an attitude oscillation would occur as the vehicle was driven back to
within the attitude/rate DB's. If the opposing jets were then turned off,
this would allow the failed-on jet to again drive the Orbiter out of the DB
resulting in more translation. A fail-on vernier jet would produce the same
scenario, but attitude/rate offsets would be smaller.

There is a single-point failure which can cause this to occur, which
involves the shorting out of either of two output transistors in the
reaction jet driver. However, Rockwell has reported that the mean time
between failures for these transistors is five billion hours (about half a
mi 1 lion years).
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In practice, the possibility of a failed-on jet has been handled Informally
by crews. On STS 51-F, during precise PROX OPS phases, the pilot was
stationed in the forward cockpit with the responsibility of shutting off the
proper manifold should a fail-on occur.

The current belief is that such a failure is highly unlikely and therefore
does not require procedures to guard against it.

3.8.3.2 QMS Overburn

Failure to perform AUTO cutoff at VGO = 0 may occur due to a GPC failure
during the burn if both valves have coil open commands strung together. In
response, the crew manually takes ARM PRESS SW(s) to OFF. It is probably
cheapest and safest to trim out the extra-high residuals immediately rather
than waiting until the next scheduled burn; this is especially true at Ti.
Flight experience has been that in the first 25 STS missions there have been
5 on-orbit GPC failures, none during QMS burns. Significant analysis has
not been performed.

3.8.3.3 Loss of VRCS

See section 4.4.3.

3.8.3.4 Loss of Low Z Mode

See section 4.4.4.
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3.8.4 Quantities

3.8.4.1 Rendezvous OMS/RCS PRPLT PAD

This pad (fig. 3-52) is used to reconfigure the OMS/RCS system due to low
prop levels, and to abort the RNOZ, if required, due to low prop levels.
Usage is defined in section 4.3.4. If breakout is performed, it provides a
"disable RNOZ NAV" procedure.

RENDEZVOUS PRPLT PAD

When L or R RCS QTY <

ICNCT: L QMS to RCS (ORB PKT, RCS)

When

When

ICNCT TK SWITCH: From L to R OMS FEED

ICNCT RETURN (ORB PKT, RCS)

When L or R RCS QTY <

or when FRCS QTY <

DAP: NO LOW Z

When L or R RCS QTY <

or when FRCS QTY

If prior to Ti,
Do not perform Ti

If after Ti, but prior to VBar arrival
Perform RNDZ BREAKOUT (Contingency Operations)

If post VBar arrival.
Perform PRQX OPS BREAKOUT (Cue Card)

Figure 3-52.- Rendezvous OMS/RCS PRPLT PAD.
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The first "bingo" quantity is the RCS level at which QMS interconnect is to
be established. This is measured in RCS percent (1 percent RCS = 22 pounds
of propellant), with the gauge (panel 03) counting down from 100 percent to
0 percent; typical interconnect bingo numbers are 50 to 60 percent. If the
rendezvous phase is entered with an interconnect configuration already
established, the value in this field is "N/A" for "not applicable."

The standard procedure is to interconnect first from the left QMS, with the
total usage monitored on SPEC 23 (RCS), "OMS*RCS QTY" for "L." The units of
this parameter are QMS percent (1 QMS percent = 129 pounds of propellant),
counting up from 0 percent to a maximum interconnect of about 8.3 percent.
Gauging is performed in the GPC by counting RCS jet pulses. Once the crew
notices that a specified amount of L OMS propellant has been interconnected,
they switch the interconnect to R OMS for another specified amount.
Following that amount, the RCS system is manually returned to straight feed.

RCS quantities are then used to determine exit from DAP low Z mode; unlike
the first set of RCS quantities (L or R only), this set includes FRCS as
well as ARCS. Usually the ARCS values are the same as those provided in the
first (top) RCS bingo specifications.

After an additional amount of RCS straight feed Into NORM Z mode, the
breakout bingo values are reached. Various options are available depending
on where the crew is in the rendezvous profile.

The "post breakout reconfiguration" procedure performs the same essential
steps as the standard post-rendezvous "disable rendezvous navigation" block,
section 4.1.74 in the nominal rendezvous narrative.

3.8.4.2 Typical Propellant Consumption

The expected OMS/RCS consumption rates are provided in the CAP maneuver
tables and consumables curves. Variations in preplanned operations will
impact consumption and the following data is offered as an aid to estimating
such impacts.

For propulsive maneuvers, the AV in ft/s converts to pounds of propellant
via these equivalences: 1 ft/s costs about 22 Ib through the OMS, 25 Ib
through the +X RCS, and about 35-40 Ib through multiaxls RCS (about a third
to a half out of the FRCS).

Once the final midcourse maneuvers are completed, the Orblter begins manual
phase, which Involves nearly continuous thrusting.
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The following propellant usages are derived from analysis of the 51-1 and
51-L profiles:

Manual Phase (MC4+2 to V-BAR)
Nominal
Radar Fail

FWD(lo)

88(35)
241(71)

V-BAR Approach (400 ft - 35 ft) 35(20)

35 ft Stationkeeping (LB/MIN)
+V-BAR 0.20(0.2)
INERTIAL 0.59(0.39)
+V-BAR (LOW Z) 0.5

Align Maneuver (Per Axis) 22(7)
(Usually two reqd)

AFT(lo)

159(40)
289(93)

65(20)

0.6(0.6)
1.00(0.59)
1.5

39(16)

Total(10)

242(70)
530(130)

100(35)

0.8(0.7)
1.58(0.94)
2.0

61(21)

These values represent smooth, skilled flying after proper training, with
all sensors operable (except as noted).

Note: MMU reserve from 35 feet, no low Z, uses about total 257 (127), with
101 (52) from forward

Precise predictions will be prepared as required by the MCC.

3.8.4.3 Propellant Saving Techniques

In propellant-limited situations, RNDZ and PROX OPS may continue with
special care to the following guidelines:

• Stay in verniers as long and as often as possible.

• To conserve FRCS, use TAIL ONLY control mode.

• Stay out of low Z as much as possible. Get R-DOT and out-of-plane
situation under control (0.1 - 0.2 ft/sec) before 200 feet so that no
inputs need be made until NORM Z can be resumed.

• Performing translations based on overhead window LOS to TGT, carefully
observe Orbiter DB's prior to THC inputs; only make Inputs when near
center of DB.

• In controlling out-of-plane dispersions, start as early as possible, wait
for the NODE to put in the pulses, watch the deadbands, and do not fight
orbital mechanics effects.
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U.S. Gov t

RCS BURN ( + X, -X, Multi-axis)

OPS 202 PRO
fGNC ORBIT MNVR EXEC1
/RCS SEL, ITEM 4 - *
Enter or verify TGT data
LOAD - ITEM 22 EXEC
TIMER - ITEM 23 EXEC
If +X BURN,
DAP: A/AUTO/VERN (B/NORM as reqd)
MNVR - ITEM 27 EXEC (*)
If radar ops,

KU - AUTO TRK
IGNC 33 REL NAV I

„ INH Angles - ITEM 24 EXEC (*)
o
< TIG-0:30
0 FIT CNTLR PWR - ON
^ DAP TRANS: as reqd
o ROT: DISC/DISC/DISC

If Multi-axis,
| DAP: A/LVLH/NORM
If +X OR -X,

DAP: A/MAN/NORM

TIG
If VGO Z is neg, Z.X.Y seq,
otherwise, X,Y,Z

THC: Trim VGOs < 0.2 fps

FIT CNTLR PWR - OFF
OPS 201 PRO
DAP: VERN
DAP: A/AUTO

If radar ops, when in att,
KU - GPC
/KU TRACK tb - gray
[GNC 33 REL NAVl
AUT Angles - ITEM 23 EXEC (*)

5_2 C RNDZ/ALL/GEN A,l
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3.8.5 Special Burns

RNDZ and PROX OPS require specialized applications of OMS/RCS propulsion
capabilities.

3.8.5.1 RCS
BU&J

Axis-by-Axiby-Axis

For axis-by-axis burns (section 3.6.3), RCS is used to manually achieve the
targeted AV's. The RCS BURN cue card is shown in figure 3-53, and specific
call-outs of this procedure are defined in section 4.3.1.

TIG - 2:00
OPS 202 PRO

GNC ORBIT MNVR EXEC

/TGI data loaded
LOAD - ITEM 22 EXEC
TIMER - ITEM 23 EXEC

TIG -0:30
FLT CNTLR PWR - ON
DAP TRANS: as reqd

ROT: DISC/DISC/DISC
DAP: A/MAN/NORM

TIG
THC - Trim VGO's < 0.2 ft/s

If VGO Z is neg, Z.X.Y sag.
otherwise, X.Y.Z

OPS 201 PRO
DAP: A/AUTO/VERN
FLT CNTLR PWR - OFF

Figure 3-53.- RCS BURN cue card.

This cue card may be entered from burn blocks where some operations (e.g.,
OPS 202 PRO item 22, 23 EXEC) may already have been executed. In that case
do not repeat these steps.

The basis for this technique is described in section 3.6.3.

3.8.5.2 RNDZ QMS Burn

Specific call-outs of this procedure are defined in section 4.3.5. When
performed for RNDZ maneuvers, the QMS burn (3-54) differs somewhat from the
standard ORBIT OPS procedure. The KU antenna is moded to AUTO track if this
is the Ti burn. Residuals trimming is specified to <0.2 ft/s. RCS engine
select is explicitly selected as the default for the next burn. Resumption
of UNIV PTG is explicitly called out. Nominal RNDZ DAP's are used.
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RNDZ QMS BURN

/DAP A9, 86
Install QMS 2/ORBIT QMS BURNS Cue Cards (two) and
QMS BURN MONITOR Cue Cards (two) (F6.F8)

CRT OPS 202 PRO
IGNC ORBIT MNVR EXECI
IGNC SYS SUMM 2 I
Load TGT data per burn pad
LOAD - ITEM 22 EXEC
TIMER - ITEM 23 EXEC
/Burn data per burn pad

C3 DAP: B/AUTO/VERN.NORM as reqd
DAP TRANS: as reqd
DAP ROT: DISC/DISC/DISC

CRT MNVR - ITEM 27 EXEC (*)
If RR OPS,

A1U KU - AUTO TRACK
IGNC 33 REL NAVI
Inh Angles - Item 24 EXEC (*)

When mnvr to att complete,
C3 DAP: A/AUTO/VERN

08 /L,R OMS TK ISOL (four) - Per Pad

TIG -2:00

F7/F8 FLT CNTLR PWR (two) - ON
Perform OMS 2/ORBIT OMS BURNS
Cue Card, then

THC: Trim residuals < 0.2 fps

F7/F8 FLT CNTLR PWR (two) - OFF
08 L,R OMS He PRESS/VAP ISOL (four) - CL
CRT RCS SEL - ITEM 4 EXEC (*)

Perform OMS GMBL CK per burn pad

* If down arrow(s) or M(s), *
* select good GMBL *

C3 DAP: B/MAN/NORM
CRT OPS 201 PRO
C3 DAP: B/AUTO/NORM

When in attitude,
DAP: A/AUTO/VERN

A1U If RR OPS,
KU - GPC

Figure 3-54.- Perform RNDZ OMS Burn
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OMS2/
ORBIT QMS

BURNS
ASC-2a/30/A.O/A

/MM 105/202(302)
/BURN ATT (INRTL) then REF.pb-push
/ENGSEL
/DAP - AUTO(PASS)/DISC
/GIMBALTRIM

2 engine: P = +0.4
1 engine: P = + 0.4

CNTLPWR(two)-ON"
/DAP TRANS-NORM

TIG-2

:00

LY = -5.7 RY = + 5 7
LY = +5.2 RY = -5.2

L,R OMS He PRESSA/AP I5OL A (two) - OP
wait 2 sec B(two)-GPCfOPforSE

burn)

GPC OP CL

ORB BURN

5EL QMS ENG(s) - ARM/PRESS (/P VLVs OP)
I fPVWCL: Aff OMS ENG-OFF

WARNING.
Do not burn affected engine if:

QMS N2 TK P < 470(564) (NONCRIT
HeTKP<640 BURN)

FU ENGINP< 216(244)
OX ENG IN P< 151(244)

AVTOT: QMS XFEED RETURN (Planned Single
Engine)

EXEC"
If QMS ENG PC MSG and non critical burn - Affected

Eng-OFF
If Leaking QMS PROP burn RCS * X TIG -15 sec to

OMSIGN + Isec
TIG - (/PC, AVTOT, ENG VLVs; start watch)
QMS PRBLT FAIL:

HP < 85 | (CONTINUE BURN):
FailedOMS ENG - OFF

/XFEED (two) -CL
TKISOL(two) -CL

, . He PRESS (two)-CL
HP >|85| (STOPBURN):

OMSENG (two) - OFF
/Failed OMS XFEED (two) - CL

TKISOL(tWQ) -CL

ASCENT or CRIT O/O (Continue Burn)
failed ENG-OFF
OMS XFEED at

RCS COMPLETION: (Ho <]fls] orCRiTO/O)
Interconnect tojuiher OMS that was ENG FAIL
THC +X(Hp = [85])
Post burn, AFT RCYRECONFIG

CUTOFF "
+ ;02 OMSENG(s)-OFF

If Orbit Critical Burn,
| Trim all axes residuals < 0.2 fps
Otherwise

Trim all axes residuals < 2 fps

MS ONLY FS 4-3 ASC/30/FIN A
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OMS2/
ORBIT QMS |

BURNS L

HOOK
vciao

ASGALUA.O/BAS A.9
/MM 105/202(302)
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Figure 3-55.- OMS 2/Orblt OMS burns cue card
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After initiating the maneuver to burn attitude, the crew configures the
propellant system pressurization valves. The QMS helium pressure/vapor
isolation valves (A and B sides) are configured per instructions from the
MCC. As part of the program to run on-orbit checks for redundant systems
whenever possible, the A and B valves are configured so as to utilize the
path with the least amount of flight usage. Most RNDZ QMS burns are
classified as critical for mission success (the on-orbit NC2 burn is a crew
safety maneuver because of potential for target impact if not performed) and
therefore usually do require system redundancy during the burn. For a
problem during execution, the crew completes the burn per downmoding
instructions on the BURN PAD. At TIG-2:00 the crew powers on their flight
control systems (the THC and RHC) and continues executing the burn. After
exiting the cue card procedures, the crew uses the THC and manually trims
out the residual AV's by selecting the PRCS and the manual translational
mode he/she desires (PULSE or NORM), and then deflecting the THC until the
displayed values of velocity to go (VGO) are less than 0.2 ft/s. The crew
then powers down the flight controller systems and closes the helium
pressurization valves. If required by the MCC, the crew performs an QMS
thrust vector control (TVC) gimbal check on the appropriate gimbal
system(s). This is also a part of the in-flight redundant system checkout
program.

3.9 OTHER SYSTEMS

3.9.1 Auxiliary Power Unit (APU)

The need to burn a leaking APU at the wrong time during a RNDZ can seriously
affect procedures. Over an hour period, the force of about 4 pounds in the
+Z direction can introduce a AV of 2 ft/s, causing extremely serious NAV
impacts and trajectory dispersions late in the RNDZ. To avoid this, such a
burn (if absolutely unavoidable) should be performed out of plane to negate
possible down-range errors; post-Ti, this cannot be done without impacting
sensors, so the AV hit must be swallowed and taken out at the midcourse
burns. Note that it is unlikely that an APU will be burned during a RNDZ
because if the leak is tiny, burning the APU can be delayed, and if the leak
is large, it can be expected that the RNDZ will be terminated with the
appropriate breakout, followed by APU burn and deorbit prep.

The acceleration is well below the limit of detectability by the IMU
accelerometers.

For more details, see "APU Venting Effects on the Rendezvous - Day
Trajectory," W. R. Britz, RSOC, September 1987.
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3.9.2 PDRS

Track and capture training is normally conducted with translatlonal rates up
to 0.2 ft/sec and rotational rates of up to 0.3 deg/s simultaneously in all
axes (pitch, yaw and roll). The training translational rate capability is
generally considered to be unreasonable due to the potential hazards of
attempting to grapple a translating target. In general, the translational
rates would have been nulled by the Orbiter pilot during the terminal phases
of the PROX OPS approach operations. The training rotational rates are
considered to be reasonable. The flight specific rules governing any given
flight will usually restrict these rates even further in order to prevent
damage to the arm or the target.

RMS operations are mentioned in 4.1.41 in terms of use of the wrist CCTV.
Problems which may frustrate PL recovery capability can be grounds for RNDZ
delay, either at Ti or well before.

3.9.3 EVA

When an EVA and a RNOZ are occurring together, it 1s most important that the
respective timelines be well coordinated. In particular, crewmembers may
have to switch off tasks, since EVA normally involves two EVA crewmembers
and one IVA crewmember and RNDZ (with or without RMS ops) involves two or
three crewmembers.

The following items must be considered in preparing timelines:

a. The pre-breathe in EMU's needs to be started about the same time as
TI.

b. RMS is generally powered up immediately after Ti; it can be delayed,
but should not be planned to occur prior to T1.

c. Performance of the RR-FAIL procedures can get crowded by the EMU
pre-breathe and/or the RMS powerup. Remember the RR-FAIL procedures
take priority.

d. Depending on the history of the RNDZ, the post-T1 NAV can be very
critical to the successful completion of the rendezvous; therefore,
,two crewmembers should be dedicated full-time to RNDZ OPS on the
flight deck during this phase.

e. Selection of crewmember responsibilities (the flight crew does this)
may require moving up or delaying activities from their nominal time
slots.
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Several other systems are impacted by joint RNDZ/EVA operations:

a. Extended use of the PLB cameras may lead to their overheating.
Since maximum possible EVA coverage is highly desired, the cameras
will remain powered up long after the completion of the rendezvous.
To shorten the total interval of camera powering, do not plan to
perform PLB camera operations earlier than Ti.

b. EMU problems can be a leading candidate for T1 delay,

3.9.4 IMU

The IMU 1s not used directly as a RNDZ sensor, but inertia! attitude
information from the IMU is processed by the RNDZ NAV software along with
information from the RNOZ angle sensors. The three RNDZ sensors - radar,
STRK, and COAS - measure angles in their respective coordinate systems,
which are fixed with respect to the body coordinate system. The IMU
supplies the necessary transformation from body coordinates to M50
coordinates. Therefore, any errors in the IMU attitude will result in
errors in the incorporation of angular data into the RNDZ NAV filter. These
IMU angular errors will appear to the filter as sensor measurement errors.
IMU attitude errors as small as 0.01° will noticeably affect REL NAV.

An effort is made in the development of crew procedures to place an IMU
alignment immediately before the beginning of the first navigation period
(usually STRK) in a RNDZ profile. The need for an IMU alignment as close as
possible to the beginning of the first STRK pass is due to the fact that IMU
drift rate 1s large compared to STRK one-sigma expected bias.

A problem occurred on STS 41-C as a result of the way attitude processing is
performed by the IMU redundancy management (RM) logic. With all three IMU's
operating properly, the attitude RM logic should select the IMU with the
smallest attitude error relative to the other two IMU's ("midvalue select").
If the errors between each of the three IMU's are nearly equal, then the RM
may frequently change the selected IMU. This problem occurred on the first
and second STRK passes of the first RNDZ of STS 41-C. This IMU switching
appeared to the filter as a measurement noise of approximately 0.1° - much
larger than expected from either the STRK or the IMU. Consequently, the
filter believed the measurement and updated the Orbiter SV accordingly.
Each time the selected IMU changed, a large update was made to the SV. To
avoid these errors, one IMU 1s now deselected for the duration of each STRK
pass, thus forcing RM to consistently send the lowest-numbered IMU's value
to NAV.
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SECTION 4
RNDZ PROCEDURE SEQUENCES

This section is the heart of the flight procedures rationale narrative, and
is an entry point Into the entire book. As each step is listed, described,
and explained, in depth citations are given to specific background sections
in chapter 3.

A standard last few REV's of the on-orbit rendezvous profile is narrated in
section 4.1, where all the operations in the PDF Rendezvous book are
described and explained. Differences with other rendezvous sequences are
discussed, and in section 4.2 the features of rendezvous variations are
described.

Specific rendezvous procedures sequences include both cue cards (described
and explained in sec. 4.3) and off-nominal procedures (described and
explained in sec. 4.4). In addition, procedures for post-rendezvous back-
out (sec. 4.5) and for anytime break-outs (sec. 4.6) are referenced, with
attention given to rationale for selection and execution.

Lastly, questions of procedures documentation are addressed. Relative
motion plots are described in section 4.7, and generic documentation
rationale for PDF is discussed in section 4.8.

4.1 STANDARD OPERATIONS FLOW

As a model for RNDZ, the updated and generalized version of the -STS 6U*L
•(Spartan Halliy) rhorlrligt is used. All steps are consistent with other
current standard rendezvous profiles, riirtt PT in th<a f.rtn*̂ r"jqn7y

Relative motion plots are given 1n figures 4-1, 4-2, and 4-3.

The following specific procedures are intended to be strung along the pages
of the flight-specific FOP RENDEZVOUS CHECKLIST and thus comprise the
"contents" referred to in paragraph 4.8 on/FDF management. This book is
entered from an explicit call-out in the <3P. Every 30-minute period is
portrayed on a right-hand page and consists of a timeline with AOS, SR/SS,
and DAP information, line by line action specifications or numbered block
call-outs, and specific blocks themselves, each containing an Integrated
procedure; left-hand pages may contain burn pads or more numbered blocks
referenced from right-hand pages or other blocks, or they may be marked
"This Page Intentionally Left Blank". Also included on the 30-minute pages
should be entries for expected MCC uplinks (e.g., voiced-up PAD's, MNVR CMD
loads, COVAR MATRIX loads, etc.) and periodic notations of nominal range
(kft) and range rate (ft/s) to target. The book's timeline ends with an
explicit directive to return to a specific point 1n the
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4.1.1 Configure DPS

(See section 6r 1 : 1 . )

4.1.2 Set SM Timer

SP*C
a exec

The crew performs the step: "Set SM TIMER counting -ttft-to-NC -TiG (SPEC 2)."

The events that make up a RNDZ are not scheduled as individual items during
an STS mission. The various procedures are timelined in specific sequences
relative to each other, to lighting conditions, or to target-referenced
apogee/perigee occurrences. As such, the RNDZ timeline can, and should, be
moved as a complete entity during a mission, if the need arises. To be as
flexible as possible in supporting preflight mission planning and real-time
mission operations, the RNDZ timeline was developed on a phase elapsed time
(PET) scale. The r^grence time (00:00 = HH:MM) is -usually defined as
occurring at the-H€-ourn.^ The crew utilizes the SM CRT timer in order to
have an onboard timer setAjp as a reference for the RNDZ PET. The GNC
computer timer is not usatl because one of the outcomes of targeting an on-
board RNDZ burn using ORB TGT is that the GNC timer is automatically reset
to count down to the bu/n ignition and would therefore overwrite the PET
reference.

4.1.3 Configure Aft Flight Station

This block is shown in figure 4-4; this configuration can be done as the
very first RNDZ action, ahead of the preceding two sections. The aft ADI is
configured with its attitude coordinate system reference set to the LVLH
coordinate reference. This reference is selected to support crew monitoring
of Orbiter attitude and relative motion profile. The error and rate
switches are set so that the crew has the most accurate display of data
without truncating data. In these settings the error display is to + 5° and
the rate to + 1 deg/s. The sense switch is set to the -Z position since
this is the axis parallel with the crew LOS as they monitor the TGT out the
overhead windows and through the COAS.

To prepare for subsequent operations the crew installs the COAS in the -Z
(window 7) position and unstows and installs the cue cards needed for RNDZ.
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Figure 4-4.- Configure aft flight station for RNDZ

4.1.4 Ku-Band Self Test

(See section 3.3.4.4.)

4.1.5 NSR burn (as required)

For reasons stated in section 2.9.1.3, an NSR burn sometimes is performed
prior to the last NC burn. Although this profile did not have one, some
ground-up rendezvouses will and all long-duration, on-orbit separation/
rendezvous profiles probably will.

The burn is performed just like a standard RNOZ QMS BURN (fig. 3-54), except
that postburn the RCS ENG SEL is not automatic, and the UP is selected to
TRACK.
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4.1.6 Enable RNDZ Navigation S/W

To begin the propagation of the various SV's required for RNDZ and to enable
processing for onboard sensor data taking, the crew enables RNDZ NAV via an
item entry (ITEM 1). The crew also verifies that SV SEL is PROP; that RNG,
R-DOT, and angles are INH; and that S TRK (ITEM 12) Is "*". See section
3.4.1.3 for background.

At this point, a software check is made to verify that the stored SV for the
TGT has a time tag within 15 hours of the current time.A If the check is

he SUPER G propaga-
is automatically

passed, the TGT SV is propagated to current time using
tor, and the current Orblter SV (stored as the FLTR SV)
copied into the PROP SV location.A If the TGT SV time tig 1s greater than 15
hours away from (before or after)
processing due to the excessive ai
propagating the stored vector to c
at all, RNDZ NAV will also not be<
displayed.

current time, RNDZ NA'
ount of time and inac
urrent time. Also, i
in processing. No me

will not begin
:urac1es involved in
there is no TGT SV

>sage or

LThe onboard Orbiter and TGT NAV. states will be Initialized by ground,
irior to initiation of RNDZNAflJ An onboard floftwira restriction pn
ontonhi Z. HAV i f TTE=f
target 5V time tag I-1oad is normally zero; therefore, without a ground
uplink of the TGT SV. RNDZ NAV cannot be enabled.r "it 1s *l*a desTraE
~>otn ground and onboard to have the most accurate Orbiter and TGT SV's
available, and hence the most accurate relative SV to initialize RNDZ NAV
for the first onboard NAV sensor tracking interval. This allows the filter
to rapidly determine the "true" relative state and prevents undesirable
transients caused by large updates.

Once RNOZ NAV is enabled, the REL NAV display is verified to be 1n its
initialized configuration.

4.1.7 Initialize ORB TGT

The ORBIT TGT function is initialized by loading in the base time for burn
calculations. For clarity and non-ambiguity, the PDF wording is:
T&T NO - IT*M *J- GHEC
Set BASE TIME to 11 JIG (T1 Burn PAD, [page citation!)

This was chosen carefully based on actual checklist experience with a
variety of wordings.

See section 3.5.2.8 for detailed rationale.

4.1.8 Establish RNDZ DAP

The DAP is cpjoflgured^for RNDZ usage by loading parameters as specified by
DAP's codeo^Wnand/tfS1/) The primary items of Interest for RNDZ are the
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translational pulse sizes, rotational discrete rates, ATT DB, and jet option
selection.

Translational pulse size of 0.10 ft/s In DAP A gives the coarse control and
0.05 ft/s in DAP B gives the fine control necessary to effectively trim out
the targeted translational burns, and also control the trajectory during the
manual final phase corrections.

Rotational discrete rates are set to 0.2 deg/s (the standard Orbiter
maneuver rate) except for DAP B primary RCS (NORM) which is set to 0.5 deg/s
in order to maneuver quickly if necessary.

ATT DB sizes are based on several interrelationships. First, it is desir-
able to have the NORM ATT DB as large as possible because the primary RCS
(PRCS) uses large amounts of propellant in tight ATT DB's. Secondly, to
provide accurate pointing for sensor acquisition and crew monitoring, the
ATT DB needs to be as small as Is practical in all DAP configurations and
for all jets. Lastly, in order to keep from constantly initiating small but
costly attitude maneuvers back to attitude after performing PRCS transla-
tions, the NORM ATT DB should be no more than twice as large as the vernier
ATT OB. This is due to the fact that the DAP phase plane logic initiates a
DISC rate maneuver back to attitude when the Orbiter attitude errors exceed
twice the specified ATT DB. In solving for the ATT DB values, a reasonable
solution was a 1.0° VERN ATT OB and a 2.0° NORM ATT DB.

The jet option selection is set to 1 (full up nose and tail control) to pro-
vide coupled ROT's when on the PRCS. Either nose- or tail-only options
introduce noticeable translational delta velocities when operating on the
PRCS.

4.1.9 Perform NC (Phasing) Burn

The NC burn is calculated to place Ti burn position 8 n. ml. (48,600 feet)
trailing the TGT. To effectively move the downrange position of Ti without
affecting its altitude, the NC burn is executed at an integral multiple of
the orbital period prior to TI. PIJM pmi » . • j

.A typic.il NC burn block I s h d P n l n figure 1 1 The NC burn is performed
using TIG and AV's that have been ground calculated and voiced to the crew
(a command load is also sent up to MM202). NC TIG is usually one or two
REV's prior to Ti.

In the case of a ground-up RNOZ, NC Is usually poslgrade, raising relative
perigee and thereby decreasing the phasing rate. The major driver for
temporal placement of the NC burn is the length of the crew workday on the
day of RNDZ. Therefore, NC is usually done one REV before T1 to shorten the
total time period required to perform the RNDZ.

For on-orbit rendezvous profiles, however, the NC burn usually is retro-
grade, lowering relative perigee and thereby increasing the Orbiter closing
rate on the TGT. This 1s the case because the Orbiter is either drifting
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CNCL - ITEM 21 E X E C
OPS 202 PRO

GNC ORBIT MNVR E X E C

CRT Load TGT data per p
LOAD - ITEM 22 EXfeC
TIMER - ITEM 23XEXEC

/ Burn data per pad
C3 / DAP: A/AUTO/VERN

/ DAP ROT: DlSC/DISC/DISC
/ DAP TRAWS: As reqd

CRT MNVR /ITEM 27 EXEC (*)

TIG -2:00 **
Perform EXECUTE RCS BURN (Cue Card, RNDZ^QPS)

Figure 4-5.- jiaĵ fornTNC burnT

farther behind the TGT or just slowly closing. NC is usually done two REV's
before Ti to reduce the AV (and therefore propel lant) required, If time is
available.

Depending on the total velocity to burn, the MNVR will be executed using
either the RCS or the QMS. The QMS guidance system has been developed such
that with 2 seconds remaining in an OPS 202 burn, a countdown mode is
entered, and the software no longer iterates on the required remaining AV
to burn, but rather calculates when to terminate the burn. This can result
in substantial burn residuals that the crew needs to trim manually. In
addition, the system configuration required for an QMS burn is more compli-
cated than for an RCS burn and is only exercised when the velocity_to be
burned is large enough to warrant the extra system manipulation.
pref light analysis has shown the burn to require use of the OMS, the proce-
dure will nominally be included in the RNDZ checklist. If in-flight
trajectory dispersions result in-WC bulny pei Tunned- using the OMS, the crew
would use the RNDZ OMS BURN procedbres (sec. 3.8.

» wr\ •* t **\* In re. *l«ir-i^>
For either trnnqlatiojial .control -system, the initial onboard setup by the
crew is the same.

Depending on the profile, the
(via ITEM 21). This i\e
the completion of the born OJD
need to maneuver the Orbf
tion of the TGT. Cancel
will not begin maneuv

may cancel the UNIV PTG option in effect
revent unnecessary attitude maneuvers after

ations. After the NC burn, the crew will
to a TGT TRK attitude to support STRK acquisi-

£he UNIV PTG option ensures that the Orbiter
the pre-NC burn attitude, once the burn is

complete and OPS reentei

The crew transitions the GNC GPC's to OPS 202 for burn execution and enters
the burn targeting data per the upl inked pad. The data is loaded and the
GNC burn countdown timer is initiated. The onboard calculations for resul-
ting burn duration, apogee, perigee, and attitude are verified by comparison
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with the uplinked data. VThe crew verifies that the DAP is configured as
required for an attitude maneuver, and then initiates the maneuver via ITEM
27 execution.

The remainder of the burn procedures differ depending on the translational
system to be used for the burn.

JAtX^

RCS NC BURN: At 2 minutes prior to TIG, the crtew begins the procedures
specified for an RCS burn on the RNDZ OPS cue /ard (sec.3.8.5.1U It
should be noted that the cue card procedure wp written for an ROS burn
which is performed in a random attitude, as is the case for the midcourse
correction (MC) burns. Since the NC burn is/done in single-axis'burn
attitude, several of the cue card steps are done early to allow time for the
maneuver to attitude, so these steps need not be repeated at TIG-2:00.

QMS NC BURN: See sections.8.5.2 for rationale.

Before retujanino^to OPS 201 and continuing RNDZ aperations, the DAP is
configurer to/tfe urtffer VjXfSControl igo tha* subsequent altitude maneuvers
are notr begun by the PRtS. /

4.1.10 Initiate -Z Target Tracking

After the NC burn is complete and the GPC's are back in OPS 201, the crew
begins a maneuver to track the TGT with the -Z axis for -Z STRK TGT acquisi-
tion or with the -Y STRK, if the -Z STRK is known to be failed. Since NC
was performed just prior to orbit noon, lighting conditions after the burn
should be favorable for TGT acquisition (fig. 4-1). The maneuver to track

&* V attitude is done on PRCS in DAP B to utilize the 0.5 deg/s rate and arrive
w in track attitude as quickly as possible and begin taking sensor data;
if return to DAP A VERN when maneuver is completed.

4.1.11 First STRK Acquisition

(See section 3.3.2.1.)

4.1.12 Configure NAV for STRK data

The NAV software is verified to be in proper configuration for processing of
STRK data. Initial setup ensures that the source of angle data to be incor-
porated is the STRK's, the uplinked propagated SV is selected as input to
user parameter processor (UPP) while the filtered SV is being sent the ini-
tial sensor marks in case of erroneous or large updates, and that the angles
are inhibited from AUTO incorporation in order to allow crewmembers to
verify proper target lock-on.
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4.1.13 STRK NAV Data Acceptance

The SV selection is made when the SV POS update is less than 1.0 K ft. At
STRK acquisition ranges it is felt that the Orbiter body pointing vector
will be locked on to the TGT within the Orbiter ATT OB at this point.
Typical error is about 1000 feet at 30 miles. Disregard SV U/D VCL".

The angle residual (RESIO) value is a measure of the angular error between
the predicted LOS to the target and the detected LOS. A star will have an
angular rate of 0.5° per 8-second cycle, which is 10 times the threshold for
rejection of marks. If the STRK has locked on to the TGT and Orbiter is in
TGT track attitude hold, the RESID value need not be zero, but should remain
constant. It is not Important that the value of the RESIO is less than
0.05, but that it remains at a constant value ± 0.05. A constant RESID
value indicates that the predicted state for the target is slightly offset
from the actual. Changing values indicate that the STRK has locked onto an
object that has an angular rate with respect to the predicted target
position, such as a star or debris in the vicinity of the Orbiter. The
value of 0.05 was selected as the criteria for determination of lock-on
based on estimations of system noise and granularity.

For the usual Orbiter attitude during this phase (nose to Earth), if the
STRK locks on to a star, the affected residuals will depend on which STRK is
active. For the Z STRK, the H RESID will change, and for the Y STRK, the V
RESID will change. Such behavior by the residuals is positive proof that
star lock-on has occurred.

If the 0.05 criteria is met for four NAV cycles (four to ensure repeat-
ability) the target lock-on is assumed to be correct, and the software is
set to automatically incorporate data marks into the NAV filter that update
the Orbiter FLTR SV once the crew selects AUTO.

If the filtered minus-propagated SV changes by more than 40 kft during a
single STRK pass, the STRK data is considered bad and has corrupted the
filtered state. See section 4.1.15.

4.1.14 SV Selection

In order to have a consistent SV Input to UPP during the TGT acquisition,
the propagated SV remains selected until the filtered SV "settles down," and
no large updates are seen. Once again, analysis has shown that for STRK NAV
when the position updates to the SV are less than 1.0 kft, and more than
nine marks have been accepted into the filter, the filtered SV has converged
to the point where it can be selected as the source of Orbiter SV data in
UPP.

The propagated SV will be selected for the UPP until the beginning of the
first relative TRK interval. The filtered SV will be selected:

a. If 10 STRK measurements have been accepted with the last SV position
update less than 1.0 kft
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b. If 10 RR measurements have been accepted with the last SV position
update less than 0.3 kft

c. If three COAS measurements have been accepted

Accepting 10 STRK or RR measurements prior to selecting the filtered SV for
the UPP prevents filter vector transients from reaching the UPP. Also, if
bad measurements are incorporated into the filtered SV (e.g., tracking a
star with the STRK, tracking with a side lobe with the RR), this delay
allows the crew to take appropriate action to prevent use of the corrupted
state. Because COAS processing takes longer, only three marks are taken
prior to selecting the filtered state vector. (Ref: Charles Stark Draper
Lab Memo 10E-94-07, appendix A; Apr. 19, 1984.) Analysis shows that most
pointing error has been removed after nine marks.

4.1.15 Off-Nominal SV

Analysis has shown that the initial SV data should not be in error by more
than 40 kft and, therefore, if the updates to the SV exceed 40 kft in a
single STRK data pass, lock-on was probably false and the data should be
erased (another alternative is an IMU is failing). In this case, the
propagated SV is reselected as the source of data to UPP. The sensor data
is inhibited from being incorporated into NAV any further, and the filtered
SV is overwritten with the unpolluted propagated SV. The STRK is then
commanded to break lock with the TGT it has been tracking, and the
acquisition process is begun again.

4.1.16 End STRK Pass

(See section 3.3.2.2.)

4.1.17 Perform NH Burn (if Required)

To control the differential altitude between the Orbiter and the TGT on the
day of RNDZ, an NH MNVR may be included in the RNDZ sequence (fig. 4-6).
Often, the differential altitude between the Orbiter and the TGT has been
properly adjusted prior to entering the RNDZ procedures and an NH burn is
not required. If, however, the projected Ti relative altitude differs
significantly from premission design, the NH burn will be performed. Should
an adjustment be required, the rationale and procedures for burn execution
are the same as for the NC burn.

In the extremely unlikely event that AVT > 6 ft/s, perform NH using the
RNDZ QMS BURN cue card. If the ground solution shows >2 ft/sec from the
FRCS, a +X RCS burn will be performed.
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OPS 202 PRO

GNC ORBIT MNVR EXEC

CRT Load TGT data per pad
LOAD - ITEM 22 EXEC
TIMER - ITEM 23 EXEC

/Burn data per pad

TIG -2:00 ••
Perform EXECUTE RCS BURN (Cve Card, RNDZ OPS)

Figure 4-6.- PerfomHffTburn.

4.1.18 Configure for Radar Target Acquisition

(See section 3.3.4.5)

4.1.19 Target NCC Burn (Preliminary)

The NCC burn (fig. 4-7) is aimed at the Ti point. 48.6 kft behind and 1.2
kft above the target, and in plane. The trailing distance is chosen based
on expected trajectory dispersions and RR acquisition limits. The delta
height is chosen empirically to reduce MC2 TIG slips and thus maintain
manual phase lighting. Being in plane with the target at Ti allows the
planar error to be nulled in a propellant-efficient manner.

Establishing a 225° transfer from NCC to Ti was based on several factors.
With Lambert targeting, 360° transfers will not control delta altitude or
out-of-plane errors, and 180° transfers will not control planar errors.
Waiting as long as possible (typically until orbital sunset) allows maximum
time for relative NAV to incorporate sensor data. A compromise of 225° was
selected because it controls phase, delta altitude, and out-of-plane errors;
it is close to orbital sunset to allow sufficient STRK data to be
incorporated; and it 1s large enough to be propellant efficient.

The theoretical basis for out-of-plane control 1s described in section
2.9.2.

Prior to the beginning of the second STRK data pass, a preliminary
calculation of the NCC burn is performed using the onboard Orblter targeting
software. As 1s the case for the preliminary solution for all the onboard
calculated burns, this initial targeting exercise serves two purposes: it
gives a very early indication of the onboard estimate of burn AV's, and 1t
begins the GNC GPC timer counting down to the burn TIG.

4-13



JSC-10589

..Final Solution

. OPS 2Q2 PRO

./ENGINE DELECT ION CORRECT

CRT /SV correct

GNC 34 ORBIT TGT

TGT NO - ITEM 1 +9 E X E C
/TGT Set data:

Tl TIG = BASE TIME - 0 /00 :56 :18
EL +0
AT +56.3
AX -48 .60
AY +0
AZ -1.20

COMPUTE Tl - ITEM 27 EXEC

solution

F i nal sol ution

r> j \

If > 40 marks in current sensor pass and
SV UPDATE POS < 0.5. Burn FLTR soln

If FLTR within ground solution l i m i t s . Burn
FLTR soln

If PROP within ground solution limits. Burn
PROP soln

If none of the above. Burn ground soln EXT AVs

Figure 4-7.- Target NCC burn.

Before performing the targeting, the crew verifies that the SV source for
the calculations is as expected. Nominally the FLTR SV will be selected,
but depending on the circumstances (mainly, sensor failures time history),
the PROP SV may still be the prime source of the UPP state data. The crew
and ground need to be aware of the source of the burn solution.

The TGT set for the NCC burn is called up by entering the appropriate TGT
number, and then the I-loaded data for the TGT set is verified. The TIG
displayed in MET is verified to be equal to the base time as loaded earlier
(see 4.1.7) plus the relative time stored as part of the TGT set. The
elevation (EL) in degrees, the delta time in minutes, and the targeted
offset position in k/ft are all verified to be the correct values. The crew
then computes (ITEM 27) the burn solution. If any of the data displayed is
not as expected, the crew overwrites the affected data entry, loads (ITEM
26) the new value into memory for that TGT set, and recalls that TGT set to
confirm the proper data was saved before computing a solution. This is done
because the burn calculation is based on the data stored in memory for the
displayed TGT set, not on the displayed data itself. For informational
purposes the crew notes the burn solution in their checklist.

Because the REL NAV systems of the Orbiter can provide the most accurate and
current states for the Orbiter and TGT, orbit targeting (SPEC 34) is
utilized to compute MNVR's on the day of RNDZ, beginning with the first MNVR
(NCC). Orbit targeting is designed to schedule MNVR's relative to a
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specified base time. By doing so, the entire maneuver plan can be shifted
in time by updating just one I-load rather than every MNVR target set.
Typically, the initial base time is set to Ti TIG near orbital noon. Since
orbit targeting has no lighting software and the GRID/SPOC computer cur-
rently cannot support this computation, the ground will provide the initial
base time.

4.1.20 Second Star Tracker Target Acquisition

The procedures used in the first STRK acquisition (sec. 3.3.2.1) are
slightly different from all subsequent acquisitions due to the fact that the
first acquisition had no history of sensor data taking. In the initial
acquisition, the covariance matrix was configured with wide data acceptance
criteria and the propagated and filtered SV's were identical. In subsequent
acquisitions, the covariance and the filtered SV have been updated based on
sensor data. Analysis of valid TGT lock-ons can therefore utilize more
sources of data to determine accurate and valid TGT acquisition. Special
procedures are also needed if the -Y STRK is being used. Note also that on
entering this box, the SV SEL (ITEM 4) is now FLTR, not PROP, so that check
statement (fig. 3-13) is eliminated.

The STRK procedures in sections 4.1.20, 4.1.21, and 4.1.22 are essentially
identical to the STRK procedures for RR fail post-Ti, as described in
section 4.4.2.

4.1.21 STRK Configuration

All of the configuration setups are the same as for the first STRK pass
(sec. 3.3.2.1).

4.1.22 REl NAV Management

Because the filtered SV now has some incorporated sensor data, the filtered
SV and the propagated SV now differ and the covariance has been shaped based
on the data acquired. The procedures for acceptance of subsequent sensor
data utilize these differences in the determination of valid lock-on
condition.

If the RESID values pass the 0.05 test as in the first acquisition, the data
is not immediately assumed to be valid as in the first acquisition. If the
RATIO is confirmed to be less than 1.0, the data being accumulated by the
sensor is within error boundaries as defined by the covariance and is
assumed good. The FLTR SV which was used as the initial estimate for TGT
lock-on has been proven to be correct since a valid lock-on occurred (see
section 3.4.2.2) and it is then "saved" away in the PROP SV location (via a
"FLTR TO PROP - ITEM 8 EXEC" line). This is done to provide a proven backup
SV should the subsequent sensor data corrupt the FLTR SV. After the SV
transfer, the NAV filter is configured to automatically accept STRK angle
measurements.
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If, however, the RATIO value is greater than 1.0, the crew now has several
actions to take. The first assumes that the covariance has inappropriately
tightened its data acceptance criteria thereby causing the data to result in
a RATIO greater than 1.0. By reinitializing the covariance to the last
up!inked values (usually those sent for the beginning of the RNDZ), the
acceptance criteria is opened up. This is done via a "COVAR REINIT - ITEM
16 EXEC" line.

At this point, the crew begins their data analysis again by verifying RESID
V and H VALUES, as well as rechecking the RATIO to verify it as now less
then 1.0. If it is, they perform a FLTR TO PROP transfer and begin AUTO
data collection as is called out in the first part of the "If" statement.
If not, perform the "problems" steps specified in section 3.4.1.7 (on the
checklist this will now be items 2 and 3, "FORCE 3 Angle Marks" fend "PROP TO
FLTR - ITEM 9 EXEC"). '

4.1.23 State Vector Management

(See section 4.1.15)

4.1.24 Target NCC Burn (Intermediate)

After approximately 70 data marks (about 10 minutes, when SV updates are
small and stable) of STRK data, the NAV filter should "settle down" and the
subsequent updates to the FLTR SV should be small. At this point, the crew
calculates an intermediate solution for the NCC burn to get an early indica-
tion of the impact the new STRK data is having on the FLTR SV, and therefore
on the burn solution. To calculate a valid burn solution, the crew must
first recall the TGT set, even though the TGT set data still appears on the
screen from the preliminary targeting. If a burn solution is requested and
the displayed relative state values (ITEM'S 6 to 12) are non-zero, orbit-
targeting software will calculate a new solution, but will assume that the
displayed relative state values currently in memory are still correct.
Recalling the TGT set blanks out the previous values so that a new solution
for the burn is computed.

If at this time the total AV to be burned appears to be approaching or
greater than 6 ft/s, the crew should perform another burn calculation early
enough to support a maneuver-to-burn attitude and OMS system configuring.
If the crew waited until TIG-4:00 to do their final burn solution as in the
standard timeline, it would be too late to maneuver to attitude and still
get NCC performed in time.

4.1.25 End STRK NAV

(See section 3.3.2.2)
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4.1.26 Target NCC Burn (Final)

At 4 minutes prior to TIG, the final solution for the NCC burn is calculated
(fig. 4-7). If the total AV to be burned was estimated at greater than 6
ft/s during the intermediate solution, the final burn calculation should be
accomplished earlier (approximately TIG -10:00) in order to allow time
enough to maneuver to QMS burn attitude.

Before executing the final onboard calculation, the crew transitions the
GPC's to OPS 202. This halts data collection and ensures that the SV used
for calculating the final burn solution will not be updating from the time
the final solution is calculated until the burn is executed. This is
important for the NCC and Ti burns because AV comparison is part of the
decision process that the crew goes through in determining whether or not to
burn the onboard solution. Remember that even though the software is
configured for AUTO (ITEMS 17, 20, or 23) in OPS 202, sensor data is not
incorporated into the FLTR SV unless an ITEM 3 (MEAS ENA) has been executed.
The ITEM 3 is only valid in 202; it is an ILL ENTRY in 201.

The crew recalls the TGT set and calculates the final burn solution. At
this point the crew has several independent NCC burn solutions and must
decide which solution is the best to execute.

Note that all onboard MNVR's will be targeted at least twice: once soon
after the previous maneuver, then again shortly before TIG (as late in the
NAV pass as possible).

The intent in choosing 4 minutes before TIG (as opposed to 6, 8, or 10
minutes) as the time to do the final targeting solution was to nave a time
as close as possible to the burn (more sensor marks are taken to improve the
state), but far enough away so that the crew doesn't have to rush to get the
burn off.

Note that verification of RCS engine selection should have been done prior
to entering this box (i.e., before leaving MM 202 after the last burn). If
ORB TGT1ing has already been executed, a change on the left side of ORB MNVR
EXEC causes a Lambert burn to downmode to external AV. If this occurs, the
crew can recall and recompute the TGT set on ORB TGT1ing. If not, the crew
can proceed with the axis-by-axis burn with any engine selected. In that
case, since the VGO's will be correct and that's all the crew is "flying
to," the only real difference is that for an QMS selection the EXEC will
flash (it can be ignored ) and the TGO and burn attitude will be wrong (they
should be be ignored also).

4.1.27 Solution Selection

The hierarchy of priority for burn solutions has the FLTR SV solution as the
most desirable source of burn calculation, followed by the onboard PROP SV
solution and the ground calculated burn delta velocities. If the onboard
FLTR SV has had greater than 40 STRK data marks incorporated during the pass
just completed, and if the updates to SV position are less than 0.5 kft for
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the last 4 marks, the FLTR SV has operationally converged and is the best
source of relative state data, so it is therefore used for the NCC burn exe-
cution. After 40 STRK marks, the major transients in SV convergence are
over and the filtered result is more accurate than the SV used for TGT
acquisition. During the first 40 marks, filter performance can actually
result in SV divergence leading to degraded burn solutions. The marks are
specified to have occurred during the sensor pass just completed, rather
than the earlier STRK pass to ensure that the data is current, and to serve
as a rough order of magnitude data validation.

Note: Four consecutive marks with SV position errors less than 0.5 kft was
added to this criterion to eliminate transient effects and to ensure
the filter state was stable. (Ref: Charles Stark Draper Lab Memo
10E-84-03, STS-13 Rendezvous Nav Study)

Obtaining and incorporating COAS NAV marks is a time consuming manual task.
Forty marks in a single COAS pass is unrealistic. Furthermore, statistical
studies show that after the first few COAS marks, updates to the filtered
state are somewhat random and do not significantly contribute to the
improvement of the relative state. Therefore, since the COAS can never meet
this criterion of sufficient NAV data, this rule does not apply to it.

If these criteria are not met, the burn solution based on the FLTR SV is
compared with the ground computed AV's. If FLTR SV and ground solutions
agree on an axis-by-axis basis to within + the LIMITS values given in the
NCC BURN SOLUTION pad, the burn is executed using the FLTR SV calculations.
These limits are the root-sum-squared differences of the premission-
calculated 3-sigma values for the ground and onboard NCC burn AV's
solutions.

The onboard filtered solution, even without sufficient relative NAV data,
will be as good or better than the propagated or ground solutions because it
may have some REL NAV data incorporated plus any IMU sensed AV's since the
ground initialization SV. Agreement with the ground solution serves as a
gross quality check for the onboard solution and, therefore, only needs to
fall within the 3-sigma comparison limits.

Next in priority for usage is the onboard PROP SV solution. If the FLTR SV
solution passes neither of the above criteria, the PROP SV solution is com-
pared to the ground solution and is executed if it agrees within the limits.

The onboard propagated solution will be better than the ground solution
because it has been computed on either the ground initialization state
vector plus any IMU sensed AV's, or a filtered SV containing REL NAV data
from a previous sensor pass that had been saved via a FLTR to PROP transfer.
Agreement with the ground solution serves as a gross quality check for the
onboard solution and, therefore, only needs to fall within the 3-sigma
comparison limits.

As a last resort, if none of the above criteria are met, the crew manually
loads and executes the ground solution for the NCC AV's.
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4.1.28 Exgorte NCC Burn

Unless the NCC burn velocity has increased to the point where an QMS burn is
required, the crew executes the burn using the PRCS and trimming out the
required AV's while staying in the TGT TRK attitude. The detailed
procedures for burn execution are included on the ''Execute RCS Burn" cue
card (see sec. 4.3.1).

4.1.29 Maneuver To -Z Track Attitude From -Y STRK (Off-Nominal)

If the -Y STRK has been in use for TGT data taking, the Orbiter will be in
TGT track attitude with the -Y STRK pointing at the TGT. Since the next
sensor to acquire the TGT in the profile sequence is the RR, and since its
boresight axis is along the -Z axis, the Orbiter will need to be maneuvered
to a -Z axis TGT tracking attitude. Although use of the -Y STRK was termi-
nated earlier, the maneuver is not initiated until the NCC burn execution is
complete to avoid complication during the burn (the burn normally occurs
just after sunset).

4.1-30 Perform Radar Lock-on

During the radar acquisition (fig. 4-8), the Orbiter attitude is such that
the -Z body axis is pointing at the estimated TGT position. Since the RR
system boresight (AZ = EL = 0) is fairly closely aligned with the Orbiter
-Z, the RR AZ and EL angles should be nearly zero if the main beam has
acquired the desired TGT. If this is not the case, the RR may have acquired
via one of the beam side lobes, and the crew should break track and allow
the system to reacquire. If no lock-on has occurred by R = 60 kft, the crew
performs the RR AUTO TRACK ACQ cue card (sec. 4.3.2).

P^xze^s^

4.1.31 Initiate RR NAV

After the RR hardware has indicated a TGT lock-on, the compatibility of the
data with the NAV state is confirmed by monitoring the RATIO. Unlike with
the STRK, in a typical RNDZ environment, it is highly improbable that the RR
could be locked on to anything other than the desired RNDZ TGT. Therefore,
it is not a question of determining a valid acquisition, but rather of data
compatibility. See figure 4-8.
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RR NAVIGATION

GNC 33 REL NAV

CRT RR - ITEM 13 EXEC (•)
/Elev, Az appro* 0

.If RATIO > 1.0

If no previous S TRK,
FORCE 3 marks

If RATIO Still > 1.0. MCC

If previous S TRK,
COVAR REINIT - ITEM 16 EXEC

If RATIO still > 1.0 and NCC burned
on FLTR vector,
FLTR TO PROP - ITEM 8 EXEC, then

FORCE 3 marks
If RATIO still > 1.0.

PROP TO FLTR - ITEM 9 EXEC
i/T-eirtTCt MCC whan time permits
Meantime, proceed as if RR failed./1/*

If RATIO still > 1.0 and NCC not
burned on FLTR vector,
PROP TO FLTR - ITEM 9 EXEC
If RATIO still > 1.0.

FORCE 3 marks
If RATIO still > 1.0, fr«-H MCC />>

When RATIO < 1.0 for four NAV cycles (-31 sec)
FLTR TO PROP
AUTO RNG

ROOT
Angles

- ITEM 8 EXEC
- ITEM 17 EXEC
- ITEM 20 EXEC
- ITEM 23 EXEC
OS Lv,oi*A> ^
If SV SEL = PROP

When SV UPDATE POS < 0,3
and MARK ACPT > 9,

SV SEL - ITEM 4 EXEC (FLTR)

Figure 4-8.- RR navigation.

If the RATIO Is less than 1.0 for range, range rate, and angles, the crew
saves the FLTR vector used for acquisition by copying it to the PROP loca-
tion before beginning to accept RR data into the NAV filter (see 3.4.2.2).
Unlike with the optical devices, radar provides range and range rate
information as well as angles, and each of these parameters must be individ-
ually accepted into the SV processing. At this point, if the PROP SV is
still selected as Input to UPP, the crew monitors FLTR SV convergence and
selects it for UPP usage when greater than nine marks in each of range,
range rate, and angle are collected, and the SV position updates are down to
less than 0.3 kft.

Several consecutive measurement cycles allow transients to settle and the
crew to assess the quality of the data. Stable measurements are an indirect
indication that the radar sensor is locked onto the TGT with the main lobe
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instead of a side lobe. Residual ratios less than one indicate that the
measurements, if accepted by selecting AUTO, will not be edited by the NAV
filter.

Recall that in the condition where RATIO > 1.0, performance of the specified
steps is continued until the condition fails, then return to top of the
conditional statement, where RATIO < 1.0 Is performed and procedure is
continued. Do not perform all the steps by rote, but exit as soon as one of
the steps has forced RATIO < 1. See next section.

4.1-32 Off-Nominal RR NAV

If the RATIO happens to be greater than 1.0, there are two cases to con-
sider. In the first, there has been a valid STRK acquisition previously in
the RNDZ, and in the second, the RR data is the first onboard sensor data to
be acquired.

If previous STRK data has been incorporated into the FLTR, the high RATIO
value may be the result of the covariance having converged too tightly;
therefore, the first crew action is to do a COVAR REINIT. If the RATIO is
still too high, the crew questions the validity of the FLTR SV by looking at
the past usage of that state. If the NCC burn was performed using AV's
calculated using the FLTR SV (see 4.1.27), the SV is assumed good. The FLTR
SV is copied into the PROP SV, and three marks are forced into whichever
parameter(s) has the high RATIO value. If the RATIO remains above 1.0 for
any of the three radar parameters or if the FLTR SV was not used for NCC,
the FLTR SV is overwritten with the PROP SV and acquisition is attempted
again.

With no previous STRK data in the FLTR SV, the covariance is already open
and the FLTR and PROP SV's are the same. Therefore, the only alternative to
try to bring down the RATIO is to force three data points into the NAV
filter.

The above discussions for RATIO greater than 1.0 apply easily when all three
radar parameters have high RATIO values. If one or two parameters only are
above the 1.0 limit, the related crew action is based on the overall com-
plexion of the RNOZ. Have there been radar hardware problems/glitches? Was
there a lot of noise in the STRK data? Are the RATIO'S for two of the
parameters near zero while one parameter fluctuates?

For example, if two parameters have near zero RATIO'S while one parameter
has greater than 1.0, it may be prudent to do a FLTR TO PROP transfer and
configure the two "good" parameters to AUTO incorporation into NAV and see
if their impact on the FLTR SV causes the ratio of the third parameter to
drop below 1.0. For noisy data that sometimes has RATIO values greater than
1.0, that procedure may also be advisable, although on MCC call it may be
possible to put all three parameters into AUTO and allow the NAV software to
reject the out-of-limit data takes while filtering the remainder of the
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data. The Kalman filter and the sizing of the covariance should keep
damaging data out of the FLTR SV. These conditions have never been observed
in flight.

4.1.33 Target Ti Burn (Preliminary)

A preliminary solution for the Ti burn is calculated (fig. 4-9). The Ti TGT
set is I-loaded as TGT set no. 10. Since the Ti TIG was selected as the
reference time for orbit targeting, the TI TIG time displayed should equal
base time. The transfer time is equal to 320° of orbital travel and the
target point is a T£T intercept.

CRT

GNC ;u ORBIT TGT

TGT NO - ITEM 1 +1 0 EXEC
/TGT Set data:

TI TIG = BASE TIME
EL
AT
AX
AY
AZ

-t-0
+80
+0
+0
+0

COMPUTE TI - ITEM 27 EXEC

Note solution in pad.

Figure 4-9.- Target T1 burn.

Ti TIG is chosen so that MC4 occurs 3 minutes after orbital sunrise.
Typically, this equates to 3 minutes prior to orbital noon for Ti TIG.

The 320° transfer to intercept is a byproduct of placing orbital sunrise 3
minutes prior to MC4, protecting an STRK pass post-Ti, and requiring zero
inertial 1ine-of-sight rates at manual control initiation.

By performing Ti above the V-BAR, MC2 time slips are decreased because the
expected dispersion ellipse begins to line up, or "point," to the TGT.

Ti is targeted to intercept, rather than any offset point (e.g., 1000 ft
down the TGT V-BAR), because this allows the selection of a trajectory which
has the crucial quality of near constant inertial LOS rates to TGT for
terminal phase. This characteristic provides a "fly-to" target (especially
for radar fail) and this is deemed a mandatory piloting aid.

The ground solution limits referred to in the Ti BURN PAD are the RSS of the
preflight predicted ground solution errors and the predicted 3-sigma onboard
solution errors, and represent the maximum expected difference between the
final onboard solution and the in-flight ground solution. If, for some
reason, the onboard solution is suspect, the limits will be used to evaluate
the agreement between solutions.

4-22



JSC-10589

4.1.34 Target Ti Burn (Intermediate)

After the NAV filter has converged ( >40 marks accepted and SV position
updates <500 ft), an intermediate solution for Ti is calculated. Remember
that the target set must be recalled in order to get a valid burn solution.
As with earlier burns, if the total dV to be burned is large enough, the
crew may be instructed to execute the Ti burn using the OMS. Additionally,
if the burn is less than 4 ft/s, the crew may be instructed to perform the
burn by burning out the velocities axis by axis while maintaining the TGT
TRK attitude. The 4-ft/s value was selected to minimize the amount of
forward reaction control system (FRCS) propellant used. As a groundrule, if
performing a burn axis by axis will result in greater than 2 ft/s being
burned out of the FRCS, the burn should be replanned to be a +X RCS burn.
Due to the Orbiter attitude at Ti, and based on the nominal burn AV's, a
multiaxis Ti execution can be estimated to be 50 percent FRCS and 50 percent
ARCS. A 4-ft/s burn, therefore, would probably result in a 2-ft/s FRCS
usage and is the upper limit for multiaxis execution.

4.1.35 Perform RR Auto Track Acquisition (Off-Nominal)

If the RR has not acquired the TGT by the time the range to the TGT has
decreased to less than 60 kft, the crew attempts an acquisition using the
AUTO track mode of RR operation. At approximately 60 kft, the probability
of acquiring a TGT with a 0.5-square-meter radar cross section approaches
100 percent. The detailed AUTO track acquisition procedure^--are_£>n the RNDZ
OPS cue card and are explained in sections 3.3.4.6 and 4.3.2.

/S

4.1.36 Target Ti Burn (Final)

Before targeting the final solution for the Ti burn, the crew transitions
the GNC GPC's to OPS 202. As for the NCC burn, this is done to terminate
sensor data processing into the FLTR SV so that burn solution comparisons
are done based on nonchanging state data. If the Ti burn is to be executed
using the OMS or the +X PRCS, the proper engine selection needs to be made
on the MNVR EXEC display as well as the desired thrust vector roll (TVR)
angle, Orbiter weight, and the engine gimbal trim angles. After being
correctly loaded into the display, the data is then loaded (ITEM 22) into
software in order to put the data onto the downlist for MCC visibility. On
the REL NAV display the crew verifies that the source of SV data is correct-
ly configured and then (if burn is +X) inhibits the incorporation of angle
data into the NAV state. Since the GNC GPC's are already in OPS 202, this
has no immediate effect. The inhibit is done to preclude the acceptance of
inaccurate RR angle data into the filter immediately after the Ti burn is
complete and the crew transitions back into OPS 201. The data would be
inaccurate because the Orbiter will be maneuvered out of -Z axis TGT track-
ing attitude for the burn and RR gimbal angle measurement accuracies
decrease as the antenna is pointed away from its -Z boresight.

&£>Jfii=2.l/0MJ
The $MS/ftCS PRPLT PAD should be checked at this point (sec. 4.3.4) and then
periodically afterwards for the remainder of the rendezvous operations.
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4.1.37 Solution Selection

The same rationale as in 4.1.27 (NCC) is used for this burn. The values of
the comparison LIMITS are different since trajectory dispersions at Ti
differ from those that can be expected at NCC.

4.1.38 Execute T1 Burn

The PDF block for this action is shown in figure 4-10. This is a mission-
critical burn which sets up an intercept with the target. It is generally
posigrade with some radial component. It is very time critical and cannot
be slipped more than a few minutes.

.
Due to possible vehicle blockage of radar LOS to TGT, the Ku-band pointing
mode is set to prevent the antenna from thrashing around in case of loss of
track. If the burn is performed in LOMS (as is usual), vehicle angles
should allow RR track to be maintained. Burns in ROMS, both OMS's, or +X
RCS can result in RR break track. In that case, DAP B is used to get back
to track attitude ASAP.

4.1.39 Ti As Multiaxis RCS Burn

See section 3.6.3 for discussion of this variation. A major driver for this
decision may be a requirement for as much target tracking as possible.
Propellant savings may also be a consideration.

PERFORM T i BUflN

TIG

TIG

F7/F8

C3

If Ti i a CMS Bur n,
go to RNDZ OMS BURN

OPERATIONS)

^TCT~drt avoided
LOAD - ITEM 22 EXEC
TIMER - ITEM 23 EXEC
DAP TRANS: Ai r e q d
DAP ROT: DISC/DISC/DISC
DAP: A/AUTO/VEflN
tl mnvr to burn ai l r e q d ,

MNVR . ITEM 27 EXEC (*)
KU - AUTO_TRACK

"" Tj^BEi^tAin
I n n _ .,

i:30"
FLT CNTLfl PWfl - ON
DAPr A/MAN/NORM

TMC: Tr im VGO« < 0 . 2 I pi
FLT CNTLR PWfl - OFF
OPS 201 PRO
DAP: VEHN
OAP: A/AUTO
H no Rfl l o c K ,

DAP: B/ALJTO/NORM
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4.1.40 Load/Execute Delay Burn (Off-Nominal)

Should a situation arise prior to execution of the Ti burn that requires a
delay in the completion of the RNDZ, performing the RNDZ DELAY burn places
the Orbiter in a safe trajectory relative to the TGT. This allows the crew
and ground to assess the status of the problem and decide whether or not to
continue with the RNDZ. See figure 4-11. Skip to section 4.1.47 for
subsequent crew activity.

For short delays (
to return to the T
state, and wi11 vo
sequence (see sec.
tained as long as
and new Ti MNVR's.
6 n. mi. from the
easily accommodate
executed prior to

one or two REV's), the ground will compute a phasing MNVR
i position based on the most current onboard relative
ice the MNVR target sets to the crew during the RNDZ
3.6.1.3). Desirable lighting conditions will be main-

there is an integral number of REV's between the original
The crew has expressed an interest in remaining at least

target when Ti is positioned at 8 n. mi.; the ground can
this desire. Typically, a short delay will always be

a long delay.

A long delay (greater than two REV's) requires an opening rate to eliminate
the need for the crew to continuously monitor the target. Long delays
usually involve at least one crew sleep cycle. A 1-n. mi./orbit opening
rate corresponds to a 0.3-ft/s MNVR assuming the current closing rate has
been nulled. Typically, if propellant is available, the delay MNVR would be
targeted to the point where the final phasing MNVR was executed (=40 n. mi.
trailing); this corresponds to an opening rate of 2.7 n. mi. per REV. Doing
a larger than 1-n. mi./orbit opening rate MNVR reduces the probability of
waking the crew to execute an additional opening rate MNVR. Also, the
second RNOZ trajectory would be similar to the original trajectory.

Unfortunately, there is a propellant penalty for executing a Ti delay (see
table 4-1). The magnitude of this penalty is dependent on the specific
delay scenario. The table assumes a one-REV return to Ti.

TABLE 4-1.- PROPELLANT PENALTY

Scenario

1 or 2-REV delay

i 24-hour delay
;Minimum phasing (23 n. mi.)

, 24-hour delay
Nominal phasing (40 n. mi.)

Approximate
penalty

6 ft/s

11 ft/s

25 ft/s

In a loss of COMM case, the crew can target a rough Ti delay burn by
targeting the T2 burn after NCC; this is supposed to be a burn which nulls
Orbiter motion with respect to the TGT at Ti. This is not a verified
procedure.
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4.1.41 RMS Operations

As discussed in section 3.3.5.5, the RMS wrist CCTV camera is a critical,
close-in PROX OPS sensor. Also, problems with the RMS will impact plans for
final approach (sec. 3. 9. 2) oJThe RMS cannot be deployed pre-Ti. This is
because it could be an OMS burn and there would be too much stress on the
brakes. R^s Ĵ fĉ wf ̂  R̂ £ Byy\^ tA p&tf «D \J^^ T'

4.1.42 Target HC1 Burn (Preliminary)

The midcourse burns are targeted to intercept. Their BURN PADS are
described in section 3.6.1.4 and they are burned axis by axis (sec. 3.6.3).
The targeting terminology is:

Tl TIG = BASETIME +_/_:_:_

MCI (target set no. 11) occurs about 8 minutes before sunset. Waiting until
then allows most of the post-Ti REL NAV data to be Incorporated into the MCI
computation while still being executed early enough to be propel lant
efficient. Also, orbital sunset minus 8 minutes leaves enough time between
MCI and MC2 for the manual out-of -plane (OOP) null.

Note: The MC burns may be done even with the tall-only RCS option, since
tail-only mode is Ignored by translations, so axis-by-axis
translations can be done. If the intention is to make sure that all
of the propel lant comes out the aft RCS, however, the Orbiter must
maneuver to +X burn attitude. This is not recommended for use.

Onboard solutions will be selected for all midcourse correction MNVR's.
This is because the ground has no capability to improve the relative state
information between the Orbiter and target for the midcourse correction MNVR
computations. This is due to ground tracking uncertainties and the
relatively close proximity of the two vehicles. Hence, the Orbiter solution
for these MNVR's w i l l always be selected.
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In general, midcourse correction MNVR's, except MC2, will not be executed
unless additional target sensor data has been obtained since the previous
MNVR. This logic is subject to further analysis.

The rationale for this is as follows: Midcourse correction MNVR's are
designed to correct the Orbiter intercept trajectory based on the most
current relative state information. Since no additional relative state
information is available, these MNVR's will only correct for trim errors or
attitude maneuver effects. However, the onboard navigated state used to
compute the MNVR could be in error by an amount as large as the computed
MNVR. Hence, there is no real benefit to executing these MNVR's and they
can be deleted to save propellant.

MC2 (sec. 4.1.51) is currently an exception to this rule. It is executed on
an elevation angle to ensure the manual control trajectory is "standard."
Also, MC2 must be targeted at least once so orbit targeting can automatic-
ally redefine its base time (MC2 TIG) for the MC3 and MC4 computations.
Otherwise, the ground would have to supply the new base time and the crew
would have to manually load it.

4.1.43 Ver-î y-̂ arqet Track Post-Ti NfiV

Before trying to configure for TGT acquisition, the crew verifies that the
Orbiter is in proper TGT TRK attitude, usually -Z towards the TGT, and that
the DAP is properly configured. The Ku system is placed back into its GPC
mode so if a break-lock occurs on the TGT, the software will use GPC-
supplied angle designates to automatically command a search pattern to
reacquire the TGT.

Even though STRK angles are more accurate than radar angles, STRK marks are
not preferred past Ti. The STRK's can define angles to a greater accuracy
than the radar, but the accuracy decreases as the distance to the TGT
decreases because the TGT is no longer a point source, and also because the
angle data is not converted to the Orbiter e.g. frame. From Ti on in, the
sensors are roughly equivalent, but the radar is more convenient to use.
Also, of course, STRK is lighting-dependent, and optical tracking may be
affected by target geometry and orientation.

If at this point it is known that the RR is inoperable, the crew attempts to
use the STRK or COAS to collect REL NAV data on the TGT.

4.1.44 STRK Target Acquisition Post-Ti With Confirmed Radar System Failure

In the event of.BR failure post-Ti, the crew is directed to a contingency
block titled "SITRK TARGET ACQ - RR FAIL." This contingency 1s described in
detail in section 4.4.2, and is summarized as follows:

The hierarchy of sensor desirability is based on the accuracy of the result-
ing SV. The crew first attempts to perform a -Z STRK acquisition. This
gives high accuracy while maintaining the -Z track attitude. This attitude
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allows the crew to monitor the TGT in the COAS, and also eliminates the need
for another attitude maneuver later in the profile to prepare for manual
phase. Should the -Z STRK not be operable, however, the procedures call for
the crew to give up TGT viewing and attitude continuity by attempting to
acquire the TGT in the -Y STRK (as long as there is sufficient time to get
to attitude before sunset). The -Z COAS is used only if no other sensors
are functioning because the COAS data is less accurate than that of the
STRK's, and because COAS data taking is a manual pointing operation
resulting in higher fuel usage and fewer data points.

An IMU is deselected to stop IMU RM from changing the reference IMU during
data taking (see sec. 3.9.4), and the DAP is verified to be configured for a
1° attitude deadband (DAP select A) and on the vernier control jets.

With the Orbiter operating on a 1° ATT DB and in a -Z target track attitude,
the TGT should be within approximately 1° of the COAS centerline, assuming
that the COAS misalignment with the body -Z axis is small. If the TGT is
off COAS center by greater than 1°, it may be due to TGT SV inaccuracies in
calculating the pointing direction toward the TGT. In this case, if the -Z
STRK has not already acquired the TGT, it may be necessary to use the COAS
to update the SV so that STRK has an initial pointing designate accurate
enough to support TGT acquisition. With a valid -Z STRK acquisition the
COAS data is not required. If COAS data is required, the crew takes marks
on the TGT and incorporates data into the SV until the angular RESIO's are
less than 0.5°. At this point the SV pointing designate'information should
be accurate enough for the STRK to acquire the TGT in the 1° offset scan
mode. The crew should then attempt to perform an STRK TGT acquisition
instead of continuing to use up time and propellant pursuing further COAS
data takes.

The following is a desperate last-ditch measure.

If only the -Y STRK is functional at this point (i.e., if the RR and the -Z
STRK are known to be hard-fail permanently), the crew begins a rapid
attitude maneuver to point the -Y STRK boresite at the predicted TGT
position. For the maneuver, DAP select 8 and the primary RCS (NORM) are
used to implement a rotational rate of 0.5 deg/s. After the maneuver is
completed (approximately 3 minutes, unless the faster DAP B is selected),
attitude control is reconfigured back to the vernier RCS to take advantage
of the smaller ATT DB and vehicle rates possible when using these jets.

System configuration and data acceptance criteria are the same as for
previous STRK data passes.

If after 5 minutes of attempted TGT acquisition the STRK still cannot lock
on to the TGT, the crew is instructed to return to -Z target track attitude,
if not already there, and begin taking COAS NAV marks. Five minutes allows
the STRK to perform several 60-second field-of-view searches. With the
short amount of time available for gathering optical data on the TGT, and
with the upcoming trajectory correction maneuvers, it is important for the
crew to take COAS marks often and for as long as possible to provide the
best possible SV data. The best procedure is to take five marks early in
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the pass and five marks late in the pass, and to take advantage of changing
relative geometry.

4.1.45 SV Management

If valid RR track is established, the crew performs a FLTR TO PROP transfer
to save the pre-Ti data (sec. 3.4.2.2), and then configures the RR angles
back to the AUTO incorporation mode.

4.1.46 Off-Nominal Radar OPS

If the RR has not yet attained a TGT lock-on, but is not known to be failed,
the crew attempts to acquire a lock-on by utilizing the AUTO TRACK mode of
operation (see "eue cards" in sec. 3.3.4.6). If there is still no acqui-
sition, the crew assumes that the Orbiter-to-TGT range may be the reason.
The Orbiter is maintained in the -Z-to-TGT attitude in hopes that the RR
will lock on as the Orbiter approaches the TGT. The crew inhibits range,
range rate, and angle data acceptance into the NAV filter. If the -Z STRK
is functioning, the crew performs an STRK acquisition. Otherwise they
perform COAS data takes. If at any time during the STRK or COAS data taking
should the RR acquire the TGT, the NAV inputs are reconfigured to use the RR
data because of the increased SV accuracy obtained through the use of range
and range rate data.

4.1.47 If Delay Burn Was Performed (Off-Nominal)

If Ti Delay has been performed, a number of activities will occupy this
extra 90 minutes.

First, retargeting Ti with the new base time received from the MCC will
restart the counter. As a first approximation, add 90 minutes to the old
base time.

Second, since the TIG is near orbital noon, an STRK pass can begin soon
afterwards. Take STRK marks until near sunset; continue to take RR marks.

Essentially, the checklist is reentered at Ti TIG -1:30 (without doing NCC
again!). Another STRK pass is performed (see sec. 4.1.20), and Ti is
approached again. If there is good RR tracking, the MCC may advise the crew
to not perform the STRK pass.

4.1.48 Target MCI Burn (Intermediate/Final)

With the advantage of an SV improved by post-Ti tracking, the MCI burn is
targeted twice more.
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4.1.49 Execute MCI Burn

Except In highly unusual circumstances (e.g., badly executed Ti burn), this
wil'i be a small axis-by-axis RCS burn. It is possible that the burn TGT's
will be less than the desired trim limits; in that case there is no need to
execute the burn.

An explanation of the direction of midcourse burns is found in section
2.8.7.

*—'

4.1.50 End STRK Navigation for Post-Ti Data Pass (Off-Nominal)

This procedure is utilized if the STRK is used to gather target data post-Ti
due to a failed RR, or if STRK angle data is desired over RR data.

At sunset, the angle input to NAV is inhibited so that erroneous STRK data
is not incorporated should the STRK lock onto another light source. Since
the only possible sensor data for the remainder of the RNDZ is radar data,
the software is set up to accept RR angles should they become available.

The STRK's are placed in their TERM/IDLE mode and the shutter doors are
confirmed to not be latched open.

At the end of each STRK pass, the IMU's are reselected to configure back to
the three-LRU level.

If radar data becomes available as the Orbiter closes on the TGT, the crew
is instructed to monitor and accept the data, using criteria laid out in the
RR NAVIGATION block (see 4.1.30, 4.1.31, 4.1.32).

4.1.51 Target MC2 (Preliminary/Intermediate)

The second midcourse burn differs from others in that the TIG is tied to an
Orbiter-target LOS elevation angle rather than a preset clock time. The
preliminary targeting block is shown in figure 4-12,

CRT SV SEL correct

GNC 34 ORBIT TGT

TGT NO - ITEM 1 + 1 2 EXEC
TGT Set data:
Tl TIG = BASE TIME +0/00:47:00
EL +26.6
AT +33.1
AX +0
AY +0
AZ +0
Note Nominal Tl TIG in pad
COMPUTE Tl - ITEM 27 EXEC

Note solution in pad and inform MCC

Figure 4-12.- Target MC2 (preliminary solution)
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The use of an elevation angle as a cue for MNVR execute forces a
standardized final approach profile to the T6T and maintains lighting
conditions. Such a profile has a known LOS rate regardless of the range
dispersions prior to MC2. It involves essentially zero inertial line-of-
sight rates during the crucial final minutes of the approach. This allows
straightforward, out-the-window monitoring to give crewmembers cues for any
off-nominal trajectory and to define direct "fly-to" corrective MNVR's.
This burn shapes the intercept to occur in 125° (32 minutes) of orbit
travel. It is cued to occur when the elevation angle of the TGT is about
28°. This occurs near orbital midnight.

In general, if the Ti point was long, then MC2 will be delayed, and if the
Ti point was short, MC2 will be early. Flight experience has been that Ti
tends to be long (late MC2 also equals early orbital sunrise relative to
manual takeouver).

Note: The terms "long" and "short" as applied to Ti (and any other RNOZ
MNVR locations) refer explicitly to range from TGT, not to range from
previous MNVR point. Thus, Ti is "long" if the TIG location is
farther than expected from the TGT; however, from the point of view
of earlier burns, the same result could be viewed as having fallen
"short" of the aim point, as in artillery terminology. To avoid
ambiguity, always refer "long" and "short" to the range-to-TGT, not
range-from-starting-point. See figure 4-13.

Nominal
V-BAR arrival Nominal T1

+V-3AR

"Short" T1 \" TI

Long" V-3AR

Figure 4-13.- Long/short terminology.
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At some point, lighting can no longer be sacrificed to maintain a "standard"
manual control trajectory. That limit was chosen to be minus 3 ("early") to
plus 7 ("late") minutes from the nominal TIG. This will maintain sunrise
between MC3 and MC4 and ensure a lighted manual control initiation at MC4
plus 2 minutes.

See section 4.1.42 for a discussion of rationale for sensor fail MC2
targeting.

See section 3.5.5.3 for discussion of possible ORB TGT alarm "TGT EL ANG."

Acquisition of additional tracking data may result in significant changes to
the MC2 TIG (several minutes) for the intermediate targeting. Each new TIG
should be read down to the MCC since the solutions are not downlisted.

4.1.52 Execute RNDZ Breakout If No Sensor Data Or If No Filter Convergence
(Off-Nominal)

See section 4.6 for discussion. The ORS/RCS PRPLT PAD (sec. 4.3.4) may also
be the cause of a BREAKOUT call near this point.

4.1.53 CCTV Configuration

If reguired, power up CCTV and VTR per cue card, set SCAN to UNDERSCAN,
perform PAN/TTir n--— and ]oad new tapes in

3ut-of-P1ane Null

ixis-by-axis RCS burn (fig. 4-14) is performed based
:L NAV. Ti had set up a 180° transfer from this
•eful monitoring of the Y and Y-DOT parameters on REL
lough Ti is supposed to create a node (Orbiter/target
a REV prior to intercept (see sec. 3.5.7), the

"occurs can vary by up to 10 minutes due to NAV updates.
When executed using Y thrusters, the burn drives Y-DOT to zero, so Y should
not increase substantially afterwards.

If the burn is missed, the Y-DOT component should be nulled ASAP and the
rest of the planar difference will have to be taken out manually during
terminal phase. While this complicates that operation, it is certainly
doable. See section 2.4.2.2 for a theoretical discussion of the orbital
dynamics effects.

Flight experience has shown that the Ti burn is often successful in nulling
out-of-plane rates to the point that the subsequent manual burn is not
required. Generally the Y-DOT is a couple tenths of a foot per second.
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CRT
F7
C3

F 7

GNC 33 REL NAV

When Y = 0
fLT CNTLR PWR - ON
DAP:A/AUTO/NORM
DAP TRANS: as reqd
THC*- null/YDOT

X

If -Z-AXIS TRACK,+YDOT = FWD THC left
AFT THC right

f -Y S TRK TRACK,
+YDOT = FWD THC down

AFT THC out

OAP:A/AUTO/VERN
FLT CNTLR PWR - OFF

Figure 4-14.- Manual out-of-plane null.

4.1.55 Target MC2 Burn (Final)

Once the last MC2 solution is computed (fig. 4-15), Us TIG is compared to
the preflight TIG, and the "TIG slip" is noted. Note that the "slip" can be
in either direction, either ahead ("later") or back ("earlier").

/ SV SEL correct

GNC 34 ORBIT TGT

CRT TGT NO - ITEM 1 -M 2 EXEC
COMPUTE Tl - ITEM 27 EXEC

/ TIG change between -3 and +7 min

If TIG Change <-3 OR >+7 min

y .Set BASE TIME to (Nominal MC2 TIG -3, +7 min)
fas appropriate.
' ITEM 26 EXEC
TGT NO - ITEM 1 + 1 9 EXEC
TGT Set data
Tl TIG = (BASE TIME)
EL +0
AT +33.1
AX +0
AY +0
AZ +0
COMPUTE Tl - ITEM 27 EXEC

Set EVENT TIMER counting to MC 2 TIG
Note solution and inform MCC'

Figure 4-15.- Target MC2 (final solution)
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A different TGT set (one based on time rather than elevation) is called up
when TIG slips more than -3 or +7 minutes. The reason MC2 must be done
within a particular time interval is that this burn will determine the
lighting for the manual phase. A TIG slip greater then -3 or +7 minutes
causes unacceptable orbital lighting conditions during manual terminal
phase. (Sunrise must occur by MC4.) Changing BASE TIME prior to calling up
the new target set allows the new BASE TIME to be changed by FSW in all
sets. This saves keystrokes and simplifies crew procedures.

The reason for the new set is procedural. The new TGT set number is a quick
indicator in the MCC that MC2 is being done on time rather than elevation
angle. This is to avoid any possible confusion by seeing the old TGT set
number selected.

4.1.56 Perform MC2

The burn is executed like any other axis-by-axis burn.

4.1.57 If in -Y STRK Track ATT. Return to -Z Axis Target Track (Off-
Nominal)

If the -Y STRK had been used post-T1, the Orbiter will still be in the -Y
STRK TGT TRK attitude. In order to support the manual phase operations, it
is necessary for the Orbiter to be aligned with its -Z axis pointing toward
the TGT. The maneuver to the -Z axis TGT TRK attitude is delayed until
after MC2 so that the approximately 8-minute-long attitude maneuver does not
interfere with the execution of the OOP null or MC2. If the actual execu-
tion time of the OOP null and MC2 are such that it could be accomplished
earlier, the crew has the option to execute the maneuver anytime after
sunset.

4.1.58 Timeline Notes for No Radar Final Phase (Off-Nominal)

In the case of a failed RR, the crew will take over manual control of the
trajectory at the earliest possible moment. This is done to keep the
trajectory dispersions small in the manual phase.

The crew begins manual translational control at sunrise, based on out-of-
the-window observation of the TGT.

A detailed discussion of this contingency is found in section 4.4.2.

4-1.59 Target and Perform MC3 Burn

This burn is scheduled to occur exactly 10 minutes after MC2. This has no
significance other than correcting the trajectory so dispersions do not
accumulate. It may be small enough to be skipped.
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Post-Ti target acquisition can be accomplished through any one of four NAV
sensors; the RR, the -Z or -Y STRK, or the COAS. All things considered, the
RR is by far superior for RNDZ NAV purposes, but is also subject to the most
single point failures, and is the most difficult to check out prior to the
RNDZ activities (self-test pass or fail is not necessarily significant. See
sec. 3.3.4.4). Either STRK is next in priority, since angle marks can be
taken more accurately, more frequently, and with less propellant use than
COAS marks. In addition, STRK's are typically used on a daily basis for IMU
alignments, and so their operational status is known with a high degree of
confidence prior to RNDZ initiation. The COAS is the last in priority, with
no reasonable failure modes that would preclude its use.

In accordance with the relative usefulness of the sensors for NAV purposes,
a hierarchy has been established for failure downmoding. A known RR failure
is treated differently than a lack of TGT lock-on due to unknown causes. If
the RR is known to be failed (mechanical problems with the Ku antenna,
etc.), the first downmode is to the -Z STRK (see procedure in 4.1.44 in RNOZ
rationale narrative). If the STRK is known to be failed, then the -Y STRK
is the next choice. Before maneuvering, however, the COAS is used as a
quality check on the NAV state. If necessary, COAS marks are taken to
improve the NAV state accuracy and ensure that the target will be within the
1° small scan of the tracker, increasing the probability of acquisition. If
the -Z STRK is thought to be working but fails to lock on, then NAV accuracy
or TGT spectral characteristics (brightness, variability, etc.) are
suspected to be the problem, so the -Y STRK is not anticipated to be an
improvement. Thus, rather than wasting time in an attitude maneuver, COAS
marks are taken, if possible. At the crew's discretion, -Z STRK acquisition
can be reattempted.

Similarly, if the RR does not have a known failure, then lack of lock-on is
assumed to be a result of NAV errors or insufficient signal return. To
overcome NAV inaccuracy, manual slewing and acquisition with the RR are
attempted first (sec. 3.3.4.6). Still failing to acquire, the downmode is
to the -I STRK. Even if the -Z STRK is known to be failed, in this situa-
tion the COAS will be used rather than the -Y STRK, since the -Y STRK acqui-
sition attitude makes it impossible for the RR to lock on due to body
blockage.

If no RR lock-on has been established by MC3, then at sunrise (usually -7
minutes after MC3) a manual takeover is performed. MC3 and MC4 are not
executed since no new sensor data has been incorporated since MC2, and also
because it is considered imperative to establish proper LOS rates as early
as possible. If visual acquisition is not available by MC4 + 5 minutes, a
breakout MNVR must be performed ASAP. This MNVR is sized to ensure no
recontact throughout the 3-sigma ellipse of dispersions.

The arrival of sunrise is a critical moment because at that point the TGT
becomes visible and the procedure can begin. If the TGT is equipped with
lights, the procedure can begin even earlier (the earlier the better).

When visual acquisition is accomplished, the Orbiter is pitched to bring the
TGT to the COAS horizontal, and yawed until the LVLH yaw is zero. The pitch
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allows for determination of in-plane errors, and the yaw is performed to
unmask any planar errors. Having accomplished the pitch, it is possible to
determine the "theta angle," which is the in-plane angle from the Orbiter
V-bar to the target line of sight. From the associated table (fig. 4-29),
the dispersion region can be determined.
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Figure 4-29.- Region determinator.

The lines in figure 4-29 are empirically derived from analysis of a
large number of ground simulations. They are valid for circular
orbits only.
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The logic behind the "theta" vs. "time since MC2" table (fig. 4-29) is as
follows:

Prior to manual takeover the Orbiter attitude will follow a nominal time
history, since without sensor data, NAV can only assume that a nominal
trajectory is being flown. At sunrise, the NAV error will be suddenly
exposed. As shown in figure 4-30, if the trajectory is short, the TGT will
appear high in the COAS, and if the trajectory is long, the TGT will appear
low. The great majority of cases will fall near enough to the nominal
trajectory that nominal procedures can be followed. For sufficiently short
or long trajectories, however, simulator experience has shown that nominal
procedures will not result in a successful RNDZ, so special techniques must
be used. The table delineates the boundaries of the "acceptably nominal"
trajectories.

Long Case

LOS to target

1 Orbiter trajectory
(if not corrected)

Figure 4-30.- Dispersed sunrise points.
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For the family of trajectories that fall in the "short" category, It can be
seen that many Orblter +X corrections will be required to force the
trajectory back towards the nominal path. Due to cross-coupling of X into
+Z, this thrusting activity will tend to null the closing rate, and if not
compensated for will turn a short case into a long case, as shown in figure
4-31. The final result of this is an unsuccessful RNOZ, since the change in
range rate is difficult to detect with the RR failed, and the V-BAR arrival
will be too far away to allow for closure within daylight. To compensate
for this cross-coupling, the procedure calls for application of one Orbiter
-Z pulse for every five ±X pulses (the theoretical background for this rule
of thumb is found in sec.3.83t). Note tnat it is very easy on short cases
to initially overcorrect with +X, requiring subsequent -X; both contribute
to +Z coupling. An important procedural point (that can only be driven home
in the simulator) is that it is necessary to make the ±X corrections when
visual cues suggest that they are required. Anticipating help from orbital
mechanics effects, or thinking that error is "in the right direction," will
usually result in an unsuccessful RNDZ. Many of these trajectories seem to
"fall off the cliff," if errors are not corrected relatively quickly.

>2000 feet

Figure 4-31.- Uncompensated coupling effects
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Note: Loss of PDRS results In effective loss of EE CCTV, although it is
conceivable that the elbow CCTV could still be used while the RMS is
stowed.

4.5 BACKOUT

Certain systems failures, as specified in the flight rules, may disallow
Orbiter operations within 200 feet of a TGT (e.g., loss of translation
capability in any axis or loss of redundant +Z capability). Under such
conditions the Orbiter will move out to the 200-foot point, go to normal Z
control mode (usually), and begin stationkeeping while the problems are
being resolved. From this point the Orbiter will either resume approach or
perform PROX OPS breakout.

Caution: Once back out at 200 feet, use of RR may remain inhibited due to
payload restrictions on induced electric field intensity. Even in low
power, the antenna can induce high currents before automatically dropping to
bypass mode.

4.6 BREAKOUT

The "breakout" MNVR is a separation MNVR performed at an unplanned point in
the RNDZ sequence. Nominal separation MNVR's are described in section
5.4.2; breakout MNVR's, described in detail in section 5.4.3, must be quick,
simple, and safe across a wide variety of initial conditions.

Note that choice of NORM Z or LOW Z for the separation is made on a payload-
specific basis, mainly on the issue of whether the payload must be preserved
for later return (on a subsequent rendezvous).

Two distinct types of breakout MNVR's have been defined and documented in
the PDF RNDZ books, Rendezvous and PROX OPS. Once a "breakout" has been
called, the choice must be made as to which available procedure is to be
executed. These, or alternate procedures such as the nominal separation or
no burn at all, are chosen by the MCC based on table 4-3.
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TABLE 4-3.- BREAKOUT MANEUVER SELECTION

Time frame Procedure Usual key driver

Pre-Ti

Ti (RNDZ abort)

*Delay (1-2 REV's)
*Delay (24 hr)

T1 to sunset
(ASAP at sunset)

Sunset to MC2

MC2 to MC3

MC3 to V-bar

V-bar (or near)

Elsewhere

Usually no burn
(FDO defines maneuver)

Usually no burn
(FDO defines maneuver)

Per Ti Delay pad
Follows Ti Delay
(FDO defines maneuver)

RNDZ breakout
(3 ft/s OOP, followed by
3 ft/s retro 15 min later)

RNDZ breakout
(3 ft/s OOP, followed by
3 ft/s retro 15 min later)

None

RNDZ breakout
(3 ft/s OOP, followed by
3 ft/s retro 15 min later)

PROX OPS breakout
(2 ft/s posigrade)

Flight specific OR
Generic Sep, Orb OPS C/L
(1 ft/s away, 2 ft/s OOP,
3 ft/s posigrade

Orbiter systems

Orbiter systems

Orbiter systems
Orbiter systems

Sensors

Orbiter systems

Orbiter systems

Propellant quantities

Propellant quantities
OR other flight rule
(e.g., GNC redundancy)

Propellant quantities
OR other flight rule
(e.g., GNC redundancy)

4.6.1 Pre-Ti Breakout

Prior to T1, a ground-computed breakout MNVR will be executed, if necessary,
to guarantee a safe miss distance between the Orbiter and TGT. This is
because prior to Ti, dispersions and the lack of a standard RNDZ profile
prevent designing a "canned" breakout MNVR. The ground will compute a MNVR,
if required, to ensure the Orbiter avoids the TGT by a safe distance.
Typically, not executing a preplanned phasing MNVR will provide an
acceptable miss distance.
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4.6.2 Ti to V-BAR Breakout

Between Ti and V-BAR arrival, the breakout MNVR sequence will be a 3 ft/s
out-of-plane MNVR (nominally Orbiter ±Y body axis) away from the TGT plane,
followed 15 minutes later by a 3 ft/s retrograde MNVR (Orbiter +X body
axis). This procedure is called "Rendezvous Breakout," and its rationale is
found in section 5.4.3.1.

This breakout w i l l be performed for the following reasons:

4.6.2.1 For Insufficient Propellant

For insufficient propellant or Orbiter system problems, the sequence will be
initiated at orbital sunset, MC2, MC3, or ASAP 1f post-MC3. For reasons
other than TGT sensor data, the breakout MNVR sequence should be initiated
at the earliest acceptable point in the trajectory. Analysis indicates that
orbital sunset to MC2, arid at or post-MC3, are acceptable points in the
trajectory to initiate the sequence. The earlier the sequence is initiated,
the greater the TGT miss distance.

4.6.2.2 If No TGT Sensor Data

If no TGT sensor data (RR, STRK, COAS) has been obtained by orbital sunset,
the sequence wi l l be initiated at orbital sunset. With no TGT sensor data,
the actual relative position between the Orbiter and TGT is not known with
sufficient accuracy to complete the RNDZ. The sequence initiation was
delayed until orbital sunset to allow maximum time for post-Ti sensors to
obtain the TGT. The out-of-plane MNVR at sunset does not contribute to the
TGT miss distance and could be deleted in real time as long as the
retrograde MNVR is executed at orbital sunset plus 15 minutes.

4.6.2.3 If Only Pre-Ti TGT Sensor Data

If only pre-Ti TGT sensor data (RR,STRK, COAS) has been obtained, the
sequence w i l l be initiated no later than MC4 unless the TGT is acquired
visually or with another sensor (RR is only current candidate). With pre-Ti
TGT sensor data, trajectory dispersions are reduced. The sequence
initiation can be delayed until MC4 and still provide an acceptable TGT miss
distance. The retrograde MNVR does not contribute to the target miss
distance and could be deleted in real time.

4.6.2.4 If Post-Ti TGT Sensor Data

If post-Ti TGT sensor data (RR, STRK, COAS) has been obtained, but is no
longer available, the sequence will be initiated no later than MC4 plus 5
minutes unless the TGT is acquired visually or with another sensor (if all
sensors are lost after this point, perform breakout immediately). With
post-Ti TGT sensor data, the trajectory dispersions are reduced even more
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and the sequence initiation can be delayed until MC4 plus five minutes while
still providing an acceptable miss distance (500 ft c.m. to c.m.)- Again,
the retrograde MNVR does not contribute to the TGT miss distance and could
be deleted in real time.

4.6.2.5 To Continue the RNDZ Post-MC4

To continue the RNDZ post-MC4 plus 5 minutes, visual acquisition or RR is
required. Subsequently, if both of these are lost, the sequence will be
initiated ASAP. Without visual acquisition or RR data (the crew is
electronically "seeing" the TGT), it is not possible to continue manual
control. The entire breakout MNVR sequence is required once manual control
has been initiated.

4.6.3 Post-V-BAR Arrival

Post-V-BAR arrival the breakout MNVR will be as described in section
5.4.3.2, PROX OPS Breakout, with its rationale. Motivation for PROX OPS
BREAKOUT can include propellant limits, flight rules invocation, or serious
target or Orbiter systems failures.

4.7 RELATIVE MOTION PLOTS

Included in the RNDZ checklist is a set of Orbiter/TGT relative motion plots
in TGT-centered polar coordinates (fig. 4-33). These are designed to allow
the crew to plot their progress through the RNDZ and note any course
deviations.

The specified angle assumes the Orbiter is in -Z axis TGT track. It can be
read off the aft ADI; alternate values as seen on the forward ADI are also
given.

4.8 FLIGHT DATA FILE DOCUMENTATION

A typical mission rendezvous or proximity operations book consists of a
number of standard sections:

• Acronyms

• List of cue cards

• Contents

• Flight profile (charts)

• Detailed timelines (30 minutes per right-hand page) and pads
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• Contingency operations (radar fail, loss of VRCS, OPS reconfiguration,
RNDZ QMS burn, separations)

• Reference data (flight rules, targeting data, DAP configurations,
relative motion plots, etc.)

• Ranging charts and rulers

c.• Cue cards (one set pura text, one set with velcro layout)

• Notes (baseline trajectory and mission day)

The rationale for location and format of deploy/SEP/RNDZ procedures is given
below. This philosophy applies to all missions where there is a scheduled
nominal rendezvous or a planned contingency rendezvous. Examples of the
former are STS 41-C (Solar Max repair) or STS 51-L (Spartan-Halley). An
example of the latter is STS-30 (Hubble Space Telescope (HST)). Some
missions (such as Spartan or the HST) involve deploy of a payload early in
the mission, followed by either a nominal rendezvous (Spartan) or a planned
contingency rendezvous (HST) 2 or 3 days later. For this type of mission
(which may generically be referred to as "Spartan-type missions"), the
predeploy, deploy, separation, postseparation, and rendezvous procedures
should all be contained in the Rendezvous book. The exact point during
predeploy operations at which the crew switches to the RNDZ book, and the
level of detail of the predeploy procedures contained in the RNDZ book, will
be determined for each flight depending on its unique requirements. In
addition, for very complex missions requiring a high degree of crew
coordination or procedural integration, nondeploy related payload or
scientific operations can be included to varying levels of detail, such as
on STS 51-F (Spacelab 2/Plasma Diagnostics Package (POP)) proximity
operations.

For Spartan-type missions, there are two main considerations, format and
location. The Rendezvous book format has been a standardized format since
the early Apollo days, containing an event timeline and detailed procedures,
along with information concerning relative motion, GSTDN and TORS coverage,
day/night cycles, DAP settings, navigation schedules, and a variety of
contingency procedures, cue cards, and supporting reference data. Unlike
other checklists, it is compatible with DM43's Rendezvous and Proximity
Operations Procedures Master Data Base (i.e., a radar acquisition procedure
in the deploy section looks similar to that which the crew would see in the
rendezvous section). As such, the format would be the same for pre- and
postdeploy operations; it is used during crew and flight controller
training, integrated sims, real-time support, and on-orbit operations.

Many payloads are very sensitive to contingencies during deploy, and most
deploys are tied to specific times, lighting, or other trajectory events,
such as particular beta angle or TORS acquisition for a specified period of
time pre- and/or postdeploy. Some deploy contingencies requiring special
procedures are: unavailability of the low Z DAP mode; no-RMS deploy;
single-joint RMS deploy; and late deploy. Sometimes these procedures are so
different from the nominal, or are otherwise so complex or critical, that
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completely new contingency sections of the book need to be written. The
rendezvous format easily accommodates these problems with a minimum of
confusion and maximum crew coordination. Finally, the rendezvous format
easily accommodates the integration of systems procedures (RMS, communica-
tions, OMS/RCS, payload systems, etc.).

From the preceding paragraphs it is possible to see many reasons why it is
important that deploy and separation procedures be incorporated in the
Rendezvous book for Spartan-type missions. There are, however, other
reasons. It is highly desirable to have in one book all rendezvous-related
procedures; i.e., those involving the integrated rendezvous GN&C hardware
and software systems, especially when dealing with a two (or more) body
problem. This provides the maximum continuity between deploy/separation and
rendezvous procedures, especially during those critical moments just prior
to and following the actual deploy when the minimum amount of confusion and
the maximum possible level of crew and flight controller coordination is
mandatory to ensure that the deploy is properly accomplished for both
reasons of mission success and crew safety. Additionally, DM43 has means to
establish a performance history of the sensors and navigation system. Also,
it is easier for both the crew and flight controllers if all deploy and
rendezvous maneuver pads are in one book, along with the propellant GO/NO GO
pads and flight rules.

There is a need to check out the navigation sensors (radar and star tracker)
at an early point in the mission (immediately following deploy), not only to
satisfy the MCC that the sensor itself and the associated hardware and
software are working properly, but also to get an idea of how the sensor
interacts with the individual payload. In other words, was there any
problem in acquiring the target, and did it stay locked on out to the
expected range? Were there any problems in tracking the target, perhaps
caused by its rotation, surface, or RF characteristics? These are among the
target RF and optical characteristics and questions that can have an impact
on the rendezvous timeline and procedures, and can be confirmed by using the
sensors postdeploy. On some missions, there are nominally planned phasing
burns, or other targeted maneuvers, designed to maintain the Orbiter within
a desired area "near11 (6 to 12 miles) the payload for a period of time up to
several hours postdeploy. It is therefore critical to acquire the target
and begin navigating immediately following deploy, and the best way to do
this is to keep the crew in a checklist with the rendezvous format
(preferably the Rendezvous book) throughout the entire procedure, thus
ensuring maximum continuity and crew coordination.

In summary, by having a completely integrated checklist with all predeploy,
deploy, separation, postseparation, and rendezvous procedures in one book as
described above, the best possible level of mission support can be provided,
both preflight and real time. This is a philosophy and methodology which
has withstood the test of time and the test of actual on-orbit operations.
It works well both for the people who develop techniques and provide real-
time support, and for the people who use the procedures on orbit. But most
importantly, it offers the best assurance of accomplishing the mission.
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4.10 In-Flight C/L Utilization

Normally there will be three copies of the rendezvous checklist on board
the Orbiter. They are stowed in a middeck locker for use after orbit
operations begin. A sample cover sheet for such a checklist is shown in
figure 4-34.

Crew handling of the checklist follows STS norms and standards. Cue
cards are positioned at the disgression of the crewmembers using them.
CCTV monitor overlays are on clear plastic with velcro tabs for affixing
to the CCTV monitors. MCC calls will be made to the specific page number
of the checklist. The crew will be familiar with this checklist from
ground simulation activities.

tUtaornl Sp*t* Trtnipoftumn Symm

FLIGHT DATA FiLE

Contingency Rendezvous

Don't Leave Earth Without It

Mission Operations Directorate
Flight Design & Dynamics Division

Generic
November 21,1986

IM/NSA
National A»ror>*u(i<i jnd
Spitt Admumiriiion

Figure 4-34.- PDF Rendezvous Checklist (Typical)
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SECTION 5
PROXIMITY OPERATIONS TECHNIQUES RATIONALE

PROX OPS include stationkeeping, flyarounds, final approach to grapple, and
separation.

One mission commander hdd made this extremely perceptive observation about
PROX OPS: "This is not just a knowledge type operation, it's a skill-type
operation that requires continuous training to develop and maintain at skill
level. Knowing how to do it is not enough. You have to develop the skill
so you can do it time and time again and be repeatable."

5.1 STATIONKEEPING

During PROX OPS, stationkeeping techniques are required to maintain the
Orbiter in a desired position relative to the TGT, either in a TGT-inertial
or LVLH-referenced frame. The zone of proximity stationkeeping operations
is limited to ranges and relative velocities within which RNDZ operations
are not required to achieve repeated close approach. Typically, R < 1000
feet, with rates in each axis < 1 ft/s.

Under the requirement that the Orbiter maintain a position in the TGT-
centered LVLH frame, the Orbiter is usually positioned along the TGT +V-BAR,
with UNIV PTG controlling the Orbiter attitude as -X to Earth and omicron of
zero (PLB to TGT). Thus, the TGT will be trailing the Orbiter. Assuming
zero differential drag between the Orbiter and the TGT, V-BAR positions are
the only ones which are theoretically stable. This results in the most
efficient type of stationkeeping, because minimal propellant is required to
maintain the Orbiter c.m. at the same altitude and coplanar with the target
c.m. SES experience shows one can maintain a position at 1000 ± 30 feet on
the V-BAR for about 100 pounds of propellant per REV, using an optimum
VCRS/PRCS technique (NORM Z).

Stationkeeping on the TGT radius vector (R-BAR) is usually undesirable due
to operational complexity and the high propellant usage penalty required to
stay on the R-BAR (theoretical analysis provides a rule of thumb for extra
usage, above and beyond normal stationkeeping usage, as approximately 0.5
Ib/ft of separation, per REV).

5.1.1 Stationkeepinq Control

During stationkeeping activities, the crew must judge when Orbiter attitude
and/or translation corrections are necessary, and make corrections manually.
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5.1.1.1 Attitude Control

Depending on the type of stationkeeping, the Orbiter attitude is maintained
automatically either in an inertial or an Earth TRK mode. The Orbiter
attitude control system, which provides the Orbiter with the capability to
maintain the proper attitude for stationkeeping, consists of the UNIV PTG
function, the LVLH mode, and the inertial attitude hold mode.

The size of the ATT DB is also of concern in stationkeeping since it must be
selected based on a compromise between two conflicting trends. For attitude
considerations alone, the basic tradeoff has always been between narrow OB's
(which give high attitude precision and incur high propellant usage for at-
titude control) and wide DB's (which saves propellant for attitude control).
However, from the point of view of maintaining a desired stationkeeping
position, a narrow OB allows the pilot to more easily discern actual posi-
tion errors (and make immediate translation corrections) while a relatively
large DB tends to mask increasing position errors. If a large altitude
differential is allowed to build up, this creates relative orbital mechanics
forces which drive the Orbiter off its desired position and requires costly
translation burns to counteract. Thus the most economical DB must be
selected based on a compromise between attitude control propellant usage
(which suggests narrower DB's) and translation propellant usage. Normally,
2° PRCS and 1 VRCS DB's are used as the "best compromise." See section
3.2.1.

Universal Pointing - UNIV PTG, which is defined MM201 keyboard entries and
activated via the AUTO pb, provides for maintaining a specified attitude
with respect to a reference frame (such as LOS to center of Earth). The
main contribution of UNIV PTG to stationkeeping is this ability to automati-
cally maintain a desired attitude or to maneuver to a specified attitude.
This reduces the number of degrees of freedom of the Orbiter from six to
three (translation only), so the crewmember can concentrate on a more
manageable piloting task.

LVLH Mode - The LVLH mode keeps the Orbiter in a fixed position relative to
a rotating reference frame.

An example of use is an out-of-plane flyaround in the local horizontal plane
of a TGT which is LVLH-stabi1ized. The MNVR is performed with pulses in the
Orbiter roll axis, while pitch and yaw are automatically maintained relative
to LVLH (see section 5.2.2).

Inertial hold - The inertial attitude hold mode is needed when the Orbiter
is required to be fixed in the inertial frame. The inertial attitude hold
mode is primarily for close-in stationkeeping or approach to grapple to an
inertially stabilized payload.

5.1.1.2 Translation Control

During stationkeeping, translation control is necessary to help maintain the
position of the Orbiter relative to the TGT. The primary purpose of the
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translation control is to maintain the Orbiter c.m. in the vicinity of the
target V-BAR within some predetermined range limits.

Using COAS cross-field-of-view drift, or RR digital angle rates, or CCTV, a
crewmember knows the direction of normal LOS rates and can perform correc-
tions using the THC. RR data may provide much more precise readings which
allow the crewmember to avoid overshooting/undershooting corrections and
thus avoid rates propagating into large trajectory dispersions. In the
Orbiter body frame, these rates represent the normal to the LOS (NLOS)
motion of the Orbiter trajectory relative to the TGT, and thus the required
information for making NLOS translation corrections to the trajectory.
Also, by appropriate attitude orientation of the Orbiter, the EL and AZ w i l l
represent the Orbiter in-plane and out-of-plane position, respectively, of
the Orbiter relative to the TGT V-BAR.

A confined ("tight") form of stationkeeping performed during short and
medium range (R < 1000 ft) operations maintains the Orbiter within
relatively small l i m i t s (e.g., ATT OB ±1") around the optimum stationkeeping
point by appropriate thrusting in all Orbiter axes. A less confined form of
manual stationkeeping ("loose") used during medium and long range (R > 1000
ft) operations makes more efficient use of orbital mechanics forces as an
aid to translation control, thereby reducing the need for translating in
certain Orbiter axes.

The two basic types of translation guidance are automatic and visual. This
refers to the method of determining required corrections, which are then
always executed by the crew manually.

• Automatic translation guidance is accomplished by using navigated (i.e.,
GPC filter processed) relative state data to determine where crew-
executed translation inputs are required for relative position
corrections. The sensor data is used to update the relative state, which
is then used to compute corrective MNVR's based on the orbit targeting
algorithms.

• Visual translation guidance is accomplished by crew processing of TGT
relative position information for determination of the approximate
translation corrections. This relative state information comes from
direct visual contact with the TGT (NLOS sense and approximate rates),
and from raw RR data for LOS/NLOS value and rates information.

5.1.2 Classification of Techniques

For convenience, stationkeeping operations are classified by range (close
in, short, medium, and long), and there are significant differences between
these techniques used at different ranges. These differences are summarized
in tables 5-1 and 5-2.
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TABLE 5-1.- SUMMARY OF STATIONKEEPING CLASSIFICATIONS

Type

Range

Durat ion
( rough 1 y )

Primary source
of relative
sta te i nf ormat ion

Di rect v i s u a l
contact"

Orbital mechanics
effects on
maneuvers

Plume impingement
concerns

Control technique

rtppl 'cat ion

C 1 ose- i n

-35 ft

< 1 rev

Eyeball . EE CCTV

Regu i red

Ignored

U s u a l l y in q u i e t
/one

• Manua'
• T i g h t

• T r i m / a l i g n
r e l a t i v e ATT
for grapp 1 e/
ftianhandl i ng

• 3 body OPS(MMU)
• Photography/

act i vat ion of
disabled PL

Short

< 200 ft

1 I rev

CCTV, RR,
COAS +
eyebal 1

Requi red

Ignored

S ign i f icant

* Manual
• T ight

• F i n a l stage
of retrieval

• Short term
TGT
checkout

• Set up proper
Orbiter/TGT
geometry

• 3 body OPS
(MMU)

Med lum

200-1000 ft

1 -2 rev ' s

CCTV. RR.
COAS f
eyebal 1

Requi red
* *

Ut 1 1 ized

Usual ly
ins ign > f icant

• Manual
• T ight or

loose

• F i n a l approach
preparation

• Short term
TGT
checkout

• Three-body
operations ( MHU )

• RMS preparation
• Wa i ting for

proper l i g h t i n g
• Troubleshoot

Orb i ter prob1 ems

Long

1000 - 2000 ft

2 revs to 1
day

CCTV. RR.
COAS +
eyebal 1

Oes i rab le
• «

E f f i c lent 1 y
ut 1 1 ized

i n s i g n i f icant.

• Automatic
( e l l i p t i c a l )

• Manual ( loose )

• Stand off
• Long term

TGT checkout

*Must have RR or visual/CCTV contact at all times.
**TGT must have lights or reflectors if night operations required.

Momentary loss of contact acceptable if under stable conditions, precise
stationkeeping.
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TABLE 5-2.- SUMMARY OF STATIONKEEPING CONTROL

Type Close-in Short Medium Long

Range

RMS

35 ft < 200 ft £00-1000 ft 1000 - ZOOO ft

Ready to grapple Ready to
grapple

Ready to grapple Stowed

Att i tude ho 1 d

Orb i ter X a x i s

As required
( comb i nation of
free/IAH or
f ree/LVLH)

As required

Usua 1 ' y matched
to TGT

As required
for approach

LVLH with -Z
toward TGT

In TGT
orbital plane

LVLH with -
toward TGT

In TGT
orbital pi

Z

ane

DAP U s u a l l y NORM Z LOW Z NORM 2 if outs ide
piume sphere of
inf1uence

NORM Z

5.1.2.1 Close In

Close in stationkeeping techniques are required after the Orbiter has
achieved a stable position near the TGT. Alignment with the desired TGT
axis may or may not have been achieved.

Since close-in stationkeeping is done at 35 feet, orbital mechanics effects
are ignored. Flying is done strictly from a combination of out-the-window
and RMS EE CCTV camera views, still in the -Z sense.

At 35 feet, most payloads will remain in the "quiet zone," safe from plume
impingement effects. Therefore all operations can be done in the "norm Z"
mode. However, for very large PL's, such as the Hubble Space Telescope
(HST) or LDEF, low Z may be necessary, especially if some type of Orbiter/
TGT alignment maneuver is required. Also, if the payload drifts forward or
aft of the "quiet zone," low Z should be selected until it resumes its
position over the PLB.

Close-in stationkeeping is a "tight" stationkeeping technique, which,
although easy to fly, requires the pilot's constant attention. Its common
uses are waiting for proper PL geometry for grapple or preparing for final
Orbiter/TGT alignment maneuvers, MMU flyover operations, or close-inspection
activation of a disabled payload.
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5.1.2.2 Short Range

Short range stationkeeping techniques are generally required after the
Orbiter has already been positioned on the correct TGT final approach axis
(i.e., that axis along which the Orbiter must approach in order to execute
RMS grapple), or in the case of checkout operations, on any designated TGT
axis. They may also be required immediately after TGT release.

The range is generally within the plume sphere of influence (60 ft < R < 200
ft). At these ranges, orbital mechanics effects can be effectively ignored.
The time interval associated with close-in operations is usually less than 1
orbit.

Two primary tasks involved during short range operations are matching the
attitude rates of the Orbiter with those of the TGT (to within 0.1' deg/s
and translating to maintain the correct relative position on the desired TGT
axis. Thus, short-range stationkeeping generally requires visual transla-
tion guidance techniques.

"Tight" stationkeeping is the suitable technique used for short-range opera-
tions, which put emphasis on the use of the COAS for maintaining the Orbiter
relative position on the desired TGT axis. The CCTV's are the primary
source of LOS control during the last 200 feet of the final approach to
grapple (see figs. 3-25 and 3-27). After the RR loses lock, they also
become the primary source of range and range rate polarity information.

The different types of short-range stationkeeping techniques are:

• Orbiter stationkeeping with respect to an inertially stabilized TGT

• Orbiter stationkeeping with respect to a TGT fixed in the LVLH frame
(while rotating at orbit rate).

• Orbiter stationkeeping with respect to a TGT rotating at an arbitrary
rate relative to the LVLH frame or the inertial frame.

5.1.2.2.1 Inertiallv stabilized target.- This method presumes that the TGT
is inertially stabilized, with the aid of some type of control system, or is
spin-stabilized (fig. 5-1). In order to keep the same relative attitude
geometry, the Orbiter must also maintain inertial hold. This then requires
that the Orbiter translate continuously (with respect to the LVLH frame
centered on the TGT) to stay on the desired TGT axis and maintain the
desired range.
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Stationkeeping WRT Inertially
stabilized target

Figure 5-1.- Inertially stabilized TGT.

The Orbiter DAP automatically maintains inertial hold, while the crew uses
the COAS and CCTV for NLOS and LOS translation correction information.

5.1.2.2.2 Target
maintaining a constant attitude relative to the
rotating in the inertial frame at orbit rate).

attitude fixed relative to LVLH frame.- A TGT may be
LVLH frame (and therefore
The TGT attitude may be

controlled either actively with an attitude control system or passively by
gravity gradient torques. In either case, the Orbiter maintains a fixed
position and attitude with respect to the TGT LVLH reference frame (fig.
5-2).
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Orbiter stays in same LVLH position
(on target V-BAR)

Station keeping WRT target rotating
in inertia! frame at Orbital rate
(i.e., target attitude fixed relative
to LVLH frame)

Figure 5-2.- TGT fixed in LVLH reference frame.

Orbiter attitude Is controlled automatically by either UNIV PTG (with
selection of a proper Orbiter body vector pointed at the Earth) or by
selection of the LVLH mode (UNIV PTG is the preferred technique).
Translation is controlled manually as in the previous case; however, the
amount of thrusting required is considerably reduced, due to the stable
nature of LVLH fixed position stationkeepinc.

Note: This applies only if the Orbiter is close to the V-BAR of the TGT
If we have LVLH stationkeeping with a large out-of-plane offset,
and/or above/below the V-BAR, then this does not apply.

5.1.2.2.3 TGT rotating at arbitrary rate,- Under certain circumstances, the
Orbiter may be required to perform short-range stationkeeping with a TGT
which is rotating at an arbitrary rate about an arbitrary axis, relative to
the LVLH frame. This type of stationkeeping would be needed if the TGT
experienced the loss of its control system (active system failed, or passive
system disturbed by some external torque such as plume Impingement) causing
the TGT to rotate at an arbitrary rate inertially about a principal axis of
inertia, thus making it difficult for the Orbiter to initiate grapple
procedures.
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5.1.2.3 Medium Range

Medium-range stationkeeping is required primarily during preparation for
final approach, and generally at a range outside of the TGT plume sphere of
influence (approximately 200 < R < 1000 ft). Other situations which may
require medium-range stationkeeping operations include three-body operations
(such as operations with an MMU crewmember), RMS activation, delay to await
proper final approach lighting conditions, or troubleshooting Orbiter
systems problems. The time period associated with medium-range
stationkeeping is approximately one to two orbits.

Medium-range operations are controlled using manual translation techniques.
The technique emphasizes maintenance of the c.m. of the Orbiter about the
TGT ± V-BAR and direct visual contact with the TGT (i.e., tight station-
keeping as described in section 5.1.2.2). Since the CCTV is relatively
inaccurate and ineffective over this range interval, the primary source of
relative state information is the radar. With a visible TGT, the COAS and
CCTV would s t i l l be useful for NLOS position determination.

For medium range, brief loss of direct visual contact is acceptable as long
as stable stationkeeping has already been established. This was done on
51-F when loss of contact was approximately 4 minutes. This should be
considered the longest allowable "blind" period.

5.1.2.4 Long Range

Long-range stationkeeping becomes appropriate during long-term ground or
internal payload checkout and/or activation, or during three-body operations
where a free-flyer is sent over from the Orbiter to perform some payload-
related task. The ranges associated with long-range operations are between
1000 feet and radar acquisition range (however, for ranges greater than
approximately 2000 feet the stationkeeping would not be considered a pure
PROX OPS task and a rendezvous would most likely be required). The time
period may range from two orbits to approximately 1 day.

Long-range stationkeeping operations can be automatically controlled,
relying primarily on the use of navigated state data. For long-range
stationkeeping the TGT appears visually as a point source of light, and
direct uninterrupted visual contact with the TGT may not be possible
(e.g., night time stationkeeping). However, the radar can provide the
majority of the required relative position information. Use of one of the
manual V-BAR control techniques is possible if raw radar data is available.
Direct visual contact would serve as a useful supplement to the radar, but
would not be sufficient alone as a source of long-range stationkeeping
information (range and rates are needed).
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For longer ranges and longer stationkeeping periods, manual techniques
become somewhat laborious and expensive, and it is desirable to utilize some
form of automated techniques whereby the Orbiter NAV system is utilized to
determine when corrective maneuvers are required. The radar system is s t i l l
required as a sensor for purposes of keeping the REL Orbiter/TGT SV current.
A typical AUTO technique (fig. 5-3) uses an algorithm which attempts to
maintain the Orbiter c.m. within some predefined boundary centered at some
range on the TGT V-BAR. Whenever the Orbiter c.m. approaches the boundary,
a maneuver based upon the current navigated REL state is computed and
executed to drive the c.m. back to the center. Upon arriving at the center,
a maneuver is computed and executed to null all rates relative to the TGT.
The process repeats itself again after the Orbiter c.m. again drifts out to
the boundary.

on ORB I TEH AT I N I T I A L POSITION ON V-3AR
DRIFT TOWARD ELLIPTICAL BOUNDARY

2) TARGETED BURN AT ELLIPTICAL BOUNDARY
TO DRIVE BACK TO ELLIPSE CENTER

TARGET

© TARGETED BURN AT CENTER
OF ELLIPSE TO NULL RELATIVE RATES.

OO DRIFT BACK TO ELLIPTICAL BOUNDARY
(REPEAT STEP 2,3)

Figure 5-3.- Point stationkeeping.

5-10



JSC-10589

5.1.2.5 Very Long Range

Under certain circumstances it may be desirable to perform stationkeeping at
ranges from 1 mile to maximum radar track range and for periods of several
REV's to a full day. In practice it has always been preferred to initiate a
slow separation and perform another rendezvous the following day. However,
requirements may force such very long-range stationkeeping and its resulting
complications (e.g., 24-hour crew awake cycles and intermittent TORS COMM).
This falls outside of true PROX OPS.

5.1.3 Operational Groundrules and Constraints

For planning actual stationkeeping operations, the following groundrules and
constraints should be observed (source, MOD memo DM4-86-62, Nov. 25, 1986).

Manual stationkeeping on the V-BAR axis for ranges on the order of or less
than 1000 feet may be planned for a duration not to exceed a full crew work-
day, (i.e., Crew Scheduling Constraints, Crew Procedures Management Plan,
appendix K). This would require dedication of two qualified crewmembers and
could not be scheduled on consecutive days. Due to disturbance from the
FRCS firings, stationkeeping should not occur when any member of the crew
has a sleep shift. This stationkeeping could be further limited by forward
RCS propellant limitations which depend on other mission activities and
details of the mission specific stationkeeping activities such as low-Z
stationkeeping, failed VRCS, etc.

As a gauging point, it should be noted that with a full forward RCS loading
available for the stationkeeping activity, the duration of the stationkeep-
ing on the V-BAR will be limited to less than 20 hours due to stationkeeping
costs of about 100 pounds per revolution plus retrieval at the end of the
crew day followed by redeployment for additional stationkeeping. Station-
keeping w i l l cost considerably more if not on the V-BAR.

5.2 FLYAROUND/TRANSITION

Flyaround is a PROX OPS task which generally involves maneuvering the
Orbiter (active vehicle) from one point to another point relative to the TGT
(passive vehicle). In particular, flyarounds require that the Orbiter, with
appropriate translation corrections, maintain approximate constant range
from a TGT while moving from one relative position to another in the TGT
LVLH reference frame. Generally, the Orbiter maintains a specified body
vector pointed toward the TGT throughout this phase. This axis is generally
the Orbiter -Z axis since it provides COAS LOS TGT visibility and is the
optimum radar track axis (fig. 5-4).

"Transition" is more general in scope in that it includes any operation
which results in Orbiter movement from one point to any arbitrary point
relative to the TGT in the TGT LVLH reference frame (i.e., range is not
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necessarily maintained constant). Whereas flyaround maneuvers are generally
flown in a manual mode since they require constant maneuvering, transition
maneuvers may be automatically targeted.

The requirement to perform a transition or a flyaround may result from
several situations such as the need to perform payload inspection, the
requirement to support detached PL experiment operations by appropriate
Orbiter relative positioning, or the requirement to move from a final RNDZ
point (initial stationkeeping point) to a final stationkeeping point from
which grappling operations can be initiated.

Transition
CW to -R-BAR

Transition
CW to V-BAR

Orbiter PRCS
plume contamination/
overpressure sphere
of influence

Transition
CCW to -V-BAR

Typical
terminal
rendezvous
trajectory

Transition
CCW to R-BAR

Figure 5-4.- Transition geometry
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5.2.1 LVLH ORB-Rate In-Plane Flyaround

An Orbiter LVLH in-plane flyaround (fig. 5-5 or 5-6) follows a trajectory
which remains in the TGT orbit plane. The technique employed to execute
this trajectory is dependent on the angular displacement between the initial
and final stationkeeping points as well as the required time of transfer.
Generally, the shortest path consistent with minimum propellant usage is
chosen. When time of transfer must be minimized, an arbitrary flyaround
rate greater than orbit rate may be selected.

Target-centered LVLH Reference Frame

Inertial Reference Frame

Figure 5-5.- Flyaround of an LVLH attitude hold TGT,

5.2.1.1 Clockwise Orbit Rate Flyaround

Whenever possible, a CW flyaround (fig. 5-5) is selected since it takes
advantage of orbital dynamics forces which tend to assist the angular change
required to establish and maintain the flyaround (i.e., posigrade maneuvers
assist below the TGT and retrograde maneuvers assist above the TGT). The
flyaround technique is further simplified by selecting the flyaround rate to
be orbit rate (approximately 4 deg/min at 150 n. mi.). For example, an
orbit rate flyaround of a TGT would imply a 360° rotation around the TGT in
exactly one orbit of travel. The LOS from the Orbiter to the TGT would
remain inertially fixed throughout this type of flyaround.
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Procedurally, the orbit rate flyaround requires that the Orbiter initiate,
by "seat of the pants" flying, the proper X axis translation AV for a 360"
flyaround in one orbit for the desired flyaround range (as indicated by zero
inertial elevation angle rate from the radar or by maintaining the TGT
stationary in the COAS), and then simply maintain the Orbiter in inertial
attitude hold. This proper rate is shown on the PROX OPS cue card (section
4.3.6). Due to initial MNVR dispersions, cross-coupling effects, orbital
mechanics effects, and differential drag, small translation corrections must
be made (done manually out the window) during the flyaround to maintain the
appropriate range and flyaround rate.

5.2.1.2 Counterclockwise Orbit Rate Flyaround

In certain cases, a CCW rotation flyaround may be executed (fig. 5-6),
within a significantly shorter transfer time than using a CW rotation, and
there is not an appreciable propellant penalty. This was the case on STS
51-D. In fact, it is cheaper and quicker to go from the V-BAR to the R-BAR
by a CCW rotation than a CW rotation. Plume impingement on the target is
also reduced because the thruster firings required due to orbital mechanics
are toward the target. However, for a given angular displacement (measured
clockwise) and transfer time, the CCW rotation requires more propellant.
This is due to the fact that (1) the Orbiter must now maintain a pitchdown
rate in order to keep the TGT along the -I COAS LOS (twice orbit rate for a
CCW orbit rate flyaround), and (2) the orbital dynamics forces are now
operating in conflict with the desired trajectory motion. That is, when the
Orbiter is below the TGT and performs the appropriate retrograde X axis
translation AV for the orbit rate CCW rotation, the resulting trajectory is
downward, and considerable translation corrections must be made to force the
trajectory back to a constant range, in an upward direction. Most
flyarounds are therefore executed in the CW direction.

ORBIT MOTION

X

AHEAD rf T

© ll L
\

X
-^©

©
^x

] \ ^1

J©
,'

— t"

BELOW

Relative Motion Plot

Figure 5-6.- Counterclockwise flyaround.
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5.2.2 LVLH out of Plane

A flyaround may also be executed out of plane (in the TGT local horizontal
plane). The Orbiter Is placed in manual ROT (free drift) PULSE mode in one
axis and maintains AUTO attitude hold in the other two axes. For example,
if roll is the axis that is to be maintained manually by the crew, pitch and
yaw would be in LVLH hold and the Orbiter translations would be performed as
required to maintain the proper flyaround rate.

5.2.3 Arbitrary Rate Fl.yarounds

5.2.3.1 Single Axis

Some situations require a flyaround in a shorter time than ORB rate w i l l
allow. In this case, several options are available. One option, called
AUTO ROTATION, uses the single-axis AUTO ROT option of UNIV PTG. Although
the pilot probably would not mix modes, the task is then to use the THC as
required to keep the TGT in the COAS and maintain constant range. This
option is limited to pure in-plane flyarounds, performed one axis at a time,
since the ROT option fixes the two nonrotating axes inertially. A second
option called MANUAL ROTATION can be used in either an inertial (DAP MAN)
mode or LVLH (DAP LVLH) mode. In this case, the desired axis of rotation is
placed in free (PULSE) and the other two in hold (DISC RATE). The pilot
task here is to use the RHC to maintain the desired flyaround rate (pilot
would monitor rate on UP and the appropriate rate needle), and then use the
THC to accomplish the flyaround. Complicating this technique is the fact
that rotation and translation maneuvers cross-couple significantly, which
makes it difficult for the pilot to maintain the flyaround rate and still do
the required translations. Constant monitoring and correction of rotation
rate is required.

5.2.3.2 Multiple-Axis Auto Rotation Maneuver

An arbitrary rate, multiple axes flyaround technique is used primarily for
transition to a final approach axis of an inertially stabilized TGT. The
approach axis may be pointed in any direction and the TGT may be rotating at
a rate other than orbit rate. The flyaround may be an in-plane or an out-
of-plane translation, performed manually with the THC and RHC. This is a
very challenging task and is not recommended.

This maneuver may be used when the final Orbiter attitude at final approach
is known and can be input to the DAP. The Orbiter performs an eigenaxis
(i.e., the axis of minimum rotation between two attitudes) rotation maneu-
ver, with manual translations made to keep the TGT centered in the COAS and
to maintain a constant range. It is very complex to set up, and therefore
manual rotations are generally preferred. However, if done in the proper
direction (CW versus CCW for in-plane maneuvers) it can be relatively easy
to fly.
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5.2.3.3 LVLH (INERTIAL) Orbiter/TGT Alignment Procedure

For an arbitrary (and prerendezvous unknown) TGT attitude, the following
procedure was developed for STS 51-1 (see fig. 5-7) and was generalized for
the contingency book. There are other procedures to accomplish this, hut
this is very straightforward and is probably the easiest. One axis is cor-
rected at a time. The alternative is to perform a simple inertial approach
straight in.

LVLH (INERTIAD ORBITEfl/TGT ALIGNMENT

CAUTION

-Z Sense Roll/Yaw (A6U) are trie reverse of

+X Sense Roll/Yaw (C3)

M a i n t a i n -0.2 to -C.3 deg/sec rotation rate

A6U /SENSE - -Z

/DAP TRANS: PULSE/PULSE/PULSE

DAP: 8/LVLH (MAN)/NORM

/DAP ROT: QISC/OISC/DISC

A l i g n ROLL, if reqd

DAP ROT: PULSE/01SC/DISC

RHC (ROLL) and THC as reqd

When Aligned,

DAP ROT: DISC/DISC/01SC

A l i g n PITCH, if reqd

DAP ROT: DISC/PULSE/DISC

RHC (PITCH) and THC as reqd

When A l i g n e d ,

DAP ROT: DISC/DISC/DISC

A l i g n YAW. if reqd

DAP ROT: OISC/DISC/PULSE

RHC (YAW) and THC as reqd

When Aligned,

DAP ROT: DISC/DISC/OISC

DAP: 8/LVLH (MAN)XVERN, NORM as reqd

Figure 5-7.- Trim Orbiter/TGT alignment.

It must be emphasized that 0.2 deg/s is plenty fast enough as an angle rate,
even if it does not look that way out the window. The crew is advised not
to go free drift in more than one axis at a time.
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5.2.3.4 Manual Rotation Maneuver

A manual rotation maneuver is required when the final necessary Orbiter
approach attitude is not known. The pilot gets his cues for starting and
stopping the rotational maneuvers either from out-the-window (or CCTV) view
of the payload or from checklist procedures. It is performed one axis at a
time by repeated application of the ROT techniques described in 5.2.3.

For short-range stationkeeping with a TGT rotating at an arbitrary rate, the
Orbiter must manually establish a matched rotation rate (possibly in three
axes) while simultaneously translating to stay on the desired TGT axis.
While the two previous cases (TGT inertial and TGT LVLH) only required three
degrees of manual control (translation), this technique requires six degrees
of manual control (ROT and translation). Manual ROT control is required
since the AUTO modes require either Orbiter attitude fixed to the inertial
or LVLH reference frame (i.e., either zero or orbit rate relative to the
inertial frame). This maneuver is tricky since the Orbiter w i l l be rotating
about its own e.g., which w i l l be some distance from the nominal grapple
position. The best maneuver rate is between 0.2 and 0.3 deg/s. While the
vehicle is s t i l l controllable at higher rates, fuel usage increases
dramatically. In this situation, one may, for instance, prefer to do LVLH
stationkeeping on the TGT V-BAR, and perform a rotating grapple.

As already described in section 5.1.2.1, since close-in operations are done
at 35 feet, orbital mechanics effects are ignored. Flying is done strictly
from a combination of out-the-window and RMS EE CCTV camera views, with
delicate eye and hand coordination using the THC and RHC. Attention must
also be given to the attitude rates displayed on UNIV PTG (OPS 201) to
ensure that the desired rate is achieved and maintained. As in all phases
of RNDZ/PROX OPS beginning with the initiation of manual trajectory control,
the -Z sense is used exclusively for reasons of consistency and ease of
piloting. DAP B/MAN/NORM usually works best.

5.2.4 Auto Targeted Trajectory

This is done (as on STS 5I-F) with a general two-impulse maneuver, which
requires good onboard NAV for generation of targeting SV's. It is generally
required when there is a AT constraint in maneuvering from one arbitrary
point to another arbitrary point relative to a payload. The NAV targeting
maneuver execute logic is used instead of the thrust monitor function.
Certain orbit targeting I-loads need to be "tuned" for operations at PROX
OPS ranges (see discussion in section 3.5.4.). The automated rotation
maneuvering may be used as a backup in the event of RR failure. However,
this must be carefully planned preflight, as on STS 51-F (see discussion in
appendix A).

5.2.5 LOS Rate Techniques

The Orbiter-to-TGT radar LOS rate tends to jitter due to beam wandering, but
when smoothed (either mentally, via some TGT characteristic, or via some as-
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yet undeveloped sensor), this parameter may be able to provide a valuable
cue for PROX OPS piloting, especially for performing in-plane MNVR's in the
vicinity of the V-BAR. The following discussion deals with a candidate
procedure not yet validated or flown.

The inertia! LOS rates are displayed on the cross pointer as EL and AZ rates
on the A2 panel (fig. 3-20) and on SPEC 33 (REL NAV) (fig. 3-31) as coP (for
EL rate) and coR (for AZ rate) on the RR column. These rates specify how
much the LOS, a line from the Ku-band radar antenna to the TGT, is moving
with respect to the inertial space, referenced on the RR EL/AZ coordinate
system.

First, consider the case of a transition to the V-BAR, as is done at the
final portion of a rendezvous maneuver (fig. 5-8). The Orbiter achieves
inertial stabilization by selection of DAP MAN/DISC, maintaining the TGT in
the COAS FOV by THC inputs. Evidently, for such a transition, the RR EL LOS
rate is going to be about zero, depending on the THC corrections required in
the +X or -X direction to maintain the TGT in the COAS. The LOS to the TGT,
then, is going to rotate with respect to the LVLH TGT centered frame at the
orbital rate, that is about 4 deg/min, or 1.16 mrad/sec (in what follows,
this value is rounded to 1.1 mrad/sec):

TRANSITION TO THE V-BAR A2 X POINTER

0 *»i

5.Li •
J

u *>f< w«t

Orbiter/target
at time T

... at time
T + — 5 min

... at time
T + — 10 min

Figure 5-8.- Transition to the V-BAR
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When on the V-BAR (fig. 5-9), to stay there, the Orbiter must null its
upward motion. The crewman uses the THC in the -X direction, preferably in
the pulse mode, to take away about as many ft/s of +X motion as range to the
TGT is in kft (1 ft/s for 1000 ft range, for instance). Previously, of
course, the crew must have set up the UNIV PTG to have the -X body vector
tracking the center of the Earth upon reaching the V-BAR, at which point

ORBITER STABILIZED ON THE V-BAR A2X POINTER

L1W V HOT WM13

Figure 5-9.- Orbiter stabilized on the V-BAR.

select DAP AUTO. The -X translation MNVR that is performed in order to
brake on the V-BAR will cause the EL LOS rate to Increase. When it shows
1.1 mrad/sec. or thereabouts, the Orbiter is established on the V-BAR. The
LOS, rotating with respect to the inertial space at the orbital rate of 1.1
mrad/sec, will then evidently remain fixed with respect to the TGT centered
LVLH frame.

The EL LOS rate is not expected to tell anything about whether the Orbiter
is approaching the TGT, or going away from it, or maintaining range. But
over a period of time a closing R-DOT will cause a fall below the V-BAR, and
the EL LOS rate w i l l become higher than 1.1 mrad/sec. An opening R-DOT
w i l l , on the contrary, go above the V-BAR, and EL LOS rate will go below 1.1
mrad/sec (see fig. 5-10).
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Instead of using the A2 panel crosspointer, the crew can, of course, use <->P
on the REL NAV display. A good value indicating proper stabilization on the
V-BAR is 1.1. For any value above that, the Orbiter is going down. For a
value below that, the Qrbiter is going up.

YOU ARE COMING DOWN, BELOW
THE V-BAR

YOU ARE GOING UP, ABOVE
THE V-BAR

Lit* V SIWT MITES LI* OP SIWT MT

<§)
I

TtnM
J CD

•I NtTt

(§3) «•«

©

J

•1 *«

©

^
r

-j CH
T•**•*••*•* f*̂ if•*••***•***

-I H 4

MTV MV«t

Figure 5-10.- Angle rates versus V-BAR stability

EL LOS rate is also useful to consider in a V-BAR approach (see fig. 5-11).
After proper stabilization on the V-BAR, the crew establishes the desired
closing range rate with the THC, and initiates a +X translation of such an
amplitude as to reduce the EL LOS rate from 1.1 to about 0.7 or 0.8
mrad/sec. The crew knows then that it is getting a small amplitude hop
above the V-BAR. EL rate will slowly increase. When the Orbiter gets again
1.1 mrad/sec, the tangent of the trajectory in the LVLH frame is passing
through the TGT, but the Orbiter still is above the V-BAR. Whenever the
crew visually ascertains that it is again on the V-BAR, they translate in -t-X
again to bring its EL rate below 1.1 mrad/sec. The crew continues that way
until it is at the stationkeeping range.
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V-BAR APPROACH

Tangency point,
EL rate reads
1.1 mrad/sec

-—I
EL rate

<1.1 mrad/sec
EL rate

>1.1 mrad/sec

Figure 5-11.- Angle rates versus V-BAR approach

5.3 FINAL APPROACH

The final approach phase includes various braking and approach techniques.

5.3.1 Braking Techniques

The braking segments typically occur near TGT intercept and reduce relative
velocity to near zero. The technique to be used for braking is greatly
dependent upon the approach trajectory. For example, the technique used for
a direct RNDZ intercept must reduce a large relative velocity, whereas the
technique used just prior to capture must null only a small closing veloc-
ity. It is not the intent of this section to define the possible braking
approach profiles, but to describe the thrusting techniques by which the
Orbiter can achieve a stabilized relative position. Four techniques will be
discussed, three involving the use of the PRCS and one (already discussed in
section 2.4.3) using more dynamic orbital mechanics effects.

5.3.1.1 Normal Z-Axis Mode Braking

The normal Z-axis braking technique uses the up-firing PRCS thrusters to
achieve a braking force directed in the +Z Orbiter body direction. This
technique would be used in the case where the Orbiter -Z axis was pointed
along the LOS to the TGT (fig. 5-12). Because the thrusters firing along
the -Z axis provide the braking force, this technique results in the
greatest amount of PRCS plume impingement on the TGT. Either the TGT must
be insensitive to plume
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contamination/overpressure, or braking must occur outside of a
contamination/overpressure sphere where plume effects are negligible.
However, this orientation does allow crew monitoring of the TGT through the
overhead window and use of the RR.

TARGET

Figure 5-12.- Normal Z axis braking.

The braking force would normally be applied to achieve a range/range rate
profile that is optimized to account for Orbiter PRCS acceleration, trajec-
tory dispersions, and TGT sensitivity to PRCS plume. The RNDZ radar is
normally used to determine actual range/range rate. Control of the relative
velocity normal to the LOS during braking is accomplished by PRCS thrusting
to achieve a specified inertial LOS rate. This rate is read directly from
the radar LOS rate display (panel A2) or observed by monitoring TGT drift in
the COAS reticle.

5.3.1.2 Low Z Mode Braking

The low Z-axis mode braking technique is the standard technique used (as a
modification to normal Z axis mode braking) to reduce the PRCS plume in the
Orbiter -Z direction. As described in section 3.2.4, the technique uses the
cant of the aft firing thrusters and the scarfing of the forward firing
thrusters to produce a resultant force in the +Z direction (fig. 5-13). The
±X axis firing is controlled by the DAP to produce a near zero force in the
X axis direction. The propellant penalty (12 times NORM Z for same -AV) is
minimized by using the low Z axis braking mode only in the interval from the
boundary of the PRCS plume sphere of influence to the close-in point over
the PLB, where the TGT is "shadowed" by Orbiter structure, and reducing the
total braking AV inside the sphere to the smallest possible value.

Because of severe cross-coupling effects (see section 3.8.1.3), Y-axis
translations induce higher closing rates, requiring expensive braking
maneuvers. Consequently such translations should be avoided in this mode.
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TARGET

TARGET CONTAMINATION/
OVERPRESSURE SPHERE
OF INFLUENCE

Figure 5-13.- Low Z axis braking,

$,.3.1.3 X-Axis Mode Braking

The >Xor -X axis thrusters could provide the braking force; however,
tionalisqnstraints would normally preclude their usage. The +X axis braong
mode (nose\first) would not be desirable since it requires almost totjnly
forward-pod >rope 11 ant usage, which should be minimized. The -X (tdfl
first) brakingSqode has the advantage that it minimizes forward-pod propel-
lant usage; howevfcr, TGT visibility (crew and radar) would nô Se possible
when thrusting alonWhe TGT LOS (fig. 5-14). This technioj/eof braking is
not recommended for us&Hue to the limited visual capabilities and plume
concerns. Another conce>o with this type of braking jy'the safety issue
involved with the clearancXbetween the Orbiter taiVand the TGT.

TARGET

Figure 5-14.- +X axis braking,
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5.3.1.4 Orbital Mechanics Effects Braking

Although not strictly a braking technique, orbital mechanics effects can
provide a small separation force (see section 2.4.3). The relative position
of the Orbiter with respect to the TGT can result in range opening or
closing tendencies during PROX OPS.

For example, a TGT approach along R-BAR (from above or below the TGT) w i l l
result in a braking force which is a function of the differential altitude
or range to the TGT (fig. 5-15). The greater the range, the greater the
constantly acting separation force. The technique for establishing an
approach trajectory to produce this R-BAR braking force is discussed in
section 5.3.2.3. Compare the sizes of that "thrust" to RCS effects: two -X
jets cross-couple into a momentary 240-pound +Z thrust; two +X jets cross-
couple into a momentary 300-pound +Z thrust. In practice, the RCS cross-
coupling dominates the small orbital mechanics forces for ranges less then
several hundred feet. Outside that range, the forces are significant when
one notes that they are constantly acting, whereas Orbiter jets are only
sporadically fired.
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Figure 5-15.- Orbital mechanics
forces during an R-BAR approach.
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5.3.2 Final Approach Techniques

The selection of a final approach technique is greatly dependent upon the
TGT sensitivity to Orbiter thruster plume impingement. Several techniques
have been evaluated and shown to be operationally feasible. Each requires a
different amount of AV to be nulled by thrusting in the direction of the
TGT using one of the braking methods discussed above.

The approach techniques are illustrated in figure 5-16.

• Direct approach - used on rendezvous intercept trajectory with relatively
large AV to be nulled (not typically used in the STS program).

• V-BAR approach - used for approach from ahead (+V-BAR) or behind (-V-BAR)
with relatively small AV to be nulled.

• R-BAR approach - used for approach from above (-R-BAR) or below (+R-BAR)
with theoretically zero AV to be nulled.

• Inertia! approach - used for approach to an inertially stabilized TGT
which is rotating relative to the LVLH reference frame.

Current analysis, simulations, and actual flight experience have led to the
choice of V-BAR as the preferred approach technique. However, the flight
procedures techniques associated with all these approaches are discussed in
detail below.

5.3.2.1 Direct Approach

The direct approach can also be described as rendezvous intercept to a
close-in stationkeeping position (fig. 5-17). The magnitude and direction
of the intercept AV to be nulled are dictated by the maneuver targeting
which produced an intercept trajectory. The intercept AV is gradually
reduced by a series of braking thrusts that follow the low range/range rate
profile as shown. Throughout the approach, the Orbiter is either in
inertial (preferred) or LVLH attitude hold with the TGT centered in the
COAS. The crew applies thrust normal to the LOS as needed to null off-
nominal LOS rates. (Intercept targeting can be designed to produce either
zero or ORB rate inertial LOS rates during the braking phase, although the
advantage of the latter has never been demonstrated.) The radar would
normally be used to determine range and LOS angle rate data.

The most efficient braking method would be the normal Z-axis mode since it
provides maximum translation control authority. The low Z-axis mode can be
used to significantly reduce PRCS plume effects on the TGT during the last
few range/range rate gates; however, the substantial propellant consumption
penalty must be considered in using this technique.

This technique has not been used since the Skylab program, when plume
impingement concerns were much less than today (due to the small mass of the
Apollo and the large size and mass of Skylab), and when the robust in-line
docking mechanisms provided safety margins to closing rate dispersions.
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Figure 5-16.- Typical final approach techniques.
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5.3.2.2 V-BAR Approach

The V-BAR approach technique assumes medium-range stationkeeping on V-BAR
has been established ahead of the TGT (fig. 5-18); no -V-BAR (trailing the
TGT) technique has ever been attractive. The approach is Initiated with a
AV directed toward the TGT (and with some +X from cross-coupling). Orbital
mechanics effects (section 2.4.3.3) tend to slow the approach, making the
Orblter fall below the V-BAR and then reverse motion away from the TGT.
Therefore, to maintain a closing rate for a +V-BAR approach, the crew must
thrust up (normal to the TGT LOS) at each V-BAR crossing to maintain the
Orblter above the V-BAR axis. This then produces a series of trajectory
hops until capture distance 1s achieved. The magnitude of the initial and
Intermediate AV's is a function of range and magnitude of the NLOS rates.

During the approach, the Orblter attitude Is being automatically pitched at
orbit rate (using a -X to Earth attitude hold mode), with the X-, Z-body
axis continuously aligned with the R-BAR and V-BAR axes, respectively. The
crew monitors the TGT drift In the COAS (or CCTV aligned along -Z) and
applies the X-ax1s translations as required.

I N I T I A T E CLOSING RATE FROM 1000 FEET

-LO ft/sec

ORBITER TRAJECTORY
IF NO CORRECTION
IS MADE AT V-BAR
CROSSING

TARGET

INTERMEDIATE CORRECT IONSi
USE +X PRCS THRUSTERS TO
REMAIN ON V-BAR AND LOW
Z + Z PRCS THRUSTERS TO
REDUCE CLOSING RATE

TARGET

NULL CLOSING RATE
WITH LOW 2 MODE
0. 2 ft/sec

TARGET

1372. ART|3

Figure 5-18.- V-BAR approach.
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Predetermined braking gates will be used to null the closing rate
(established to initiate the approach) prior to RMS grapple. This closing
rate should be gradually nulled, with the NORM Z/low Z braking mode as
required, to minimize PRCS plume effects on the TGT.

The +V-BAR approach procedures and rationale are described in detail at the
end of the RNOZ in chapter 4, beginning at section 4.1.63 through section
4.1.71.

The +V-BAR approach is the preferred choice for a number of operational
reasons. Current RNDZ methods schedule optical tracking so that V-BAR
arrival occurs at noon. Also, +V-BAR arrival allows use of Orbiter attitude
already held during manual phase RNDZ. For stationkeeping, +V-BAR also
facilitates the quickest visual TGT acquisition at sunrise.

5.3.2.3 R-BAR Approach

The R-BAR approach utilizes both PRCS thruster cross-coupling and orbital
mechanics effects to provide the braking force. This technique minimizes
PRCS thrusting toward the TGT (practically zero). In practical application,
however, the crew applies a series of small thrusts to "walk" up the radius
vector (fig. 5-19). This piecemeal approach allows correction for errors
made while initially determining and applying the proper closing rate.

The theoretical R-BAR technique requires the use of an analytically derived
R-BAR approach profile chart (fig. 5-20), or handheld calculator program
(currently nonexistent). Sample data has been plotted on the chart (dashed
line) to show a typical approach where the initial closing rate at 1000 feet
(R-DOT = 1.5 ft/s) was sized to take the Orbiter to 600 feet; the next cor-
rection applied at 670 feet (R-DOT = 1.0 ft/s) was sized to take the Orbiter
to 400 feet; the next correction applied at 500 feet. (R-DOT = 0.7 ft/s) was
sized to take the Orbiter to 300 feet, and so forth. Range and range rate
measurements must, of necessity, be very accurate at short ranges; hence,
radar data is recommended.

Because of the sensitivity of the R-BAR technique to range/range rate
errors, a supplemental PRCS braking method may have to be used. If the
R-DOT at the retrieval position exceeds the limit for RMS capture, the low Z
axis braking mode is recommended to null R-DOT without producing direct PRCS
plume impingement on the TGT.

This technique has not been operationally used to date. However, -R-BAR
approach techniques have been developed in the SES for planned use during
the LDEF retrieval mission and were documented in the original STS 51-0 FDF.
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Figure 5-19.- Generic R-BAR approach technique
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Rendezvous and manual phase procedures are identical to those described in
section 4, up through establishment of inertial LOS rates (section 4.1.61);
braking gates are the same as those described in section 4.1.64.

Due to contamination concerns for LDEF, DAP low Z is selected at a range of
1000 ft.

The next stage is to configure for final approach, and this follows closely
the standard "Reconfigure RR" (section 4.1.62), "Configure UNIV PTG for V-
8AR" and "Configure DAP for PROX OPS" (section 4.1.66), with one exception.
The BODY VECT ID on UP is selected as +3 (the -I axis) if the -R-BAR
approach is intended (otherwise it is +2, as usual).

The approach profile is illustrated in figure 5-21.

The "400 FT TRANSITION" occurs at R = 400 feet, which nominally occurs at
the V-BAR crossing. The R-DOT is nulled while the Orbiter is in inertial
hold, and an inertial flyaround begins as the THC is commanded as required
to maintain TGT in top of COAS. The 90° flyaround should take about 22

PROXIMITY OPERATIONS
(TARGET AT CENTER OF ROTATING

LVLH REFERENCE FRAME)

CVCTT OESdtlPTIQM

[IT) INCKTIM. FlYAHOUM

•4*33 (li) CSTAM. I IN H-UN

-«3« 40 (TS) fl-UN APPROACH

-04t tO (l3l TWCCT

Figure 5-21.- LDEF R-BAR approach
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minutes and terminate*with the Orbiter 350 feet directly above the TGT in
bay-to-Earth tail-forward attitude, just prior to sunset. Cue is the ADI
LVLH pitch = 270°.

The "ESTABLISH -R-BAR" block is shown in figure 5-22.

CRT /UNIV PTG TOT ERR - small

A6U DAP: A/AUTO/NORM

THC -X (down) as reqd (-,Ift/s/100' R)

THC - -Z ( i n ) as reqd to n u l l *RDOT

Maintain TGT in lower half of COAS, R-OOTX 0

DAP: B/AUTO/VERN, NORM as reqd

IF YAW REQUIRED

GNC UNIV PTG

,CRT OM +• (reqd angle)

/Tgt low in COAS

TRK - ITEM 19 EXEC (CUR - •)

THC - as reqd to m a i n t a i n TGT

in bottom of COAS

When yaw complete , conti nua w i t h

INITIATE CLOSING RATE

Figure 5-22.- ESTABLISH -R-BAR procedure.

At sunset, INITIATE CLOSING RATE is performed by using THC inputs to
establish the required R-DOT (if at 400 feet, -0.4 ft/s; if at 300 feet,
-0.3 ft/s; etc) and then as required to maintain the TGT in the lower half
of the COAS. Low Z braking is performed as required through the last
braking gate (at 200 feet, -0.2 ft/s). From 300 feet, approach should take
about 20 minutes.

When RR breaks lock, perform CONFIGURE KU-BANO FOR COMM exactly as in
section 4.1.69.

When TGT is in EE camera, then perform THC +Z to null rates (as in section
4.1.71). Perform RMS capture (as in section 4.1.73) and DISABLE RNOZ NAV
(as in section 4.1.74).
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Once the TGT is grappled (about at sunrise), adjust attitude as follows with
maneuver to -ZLV, -XVV, as shown in figure 5-23 checklist.

CDR

When LOEF in HOVER position; BRAKES - ON

HNVR TO -ZLV.-XVV

C o n f i g DAP B to B8

GNC UNIV PTG

CRT

A6U

CDR

MSI

/TGT ID >2

/BODY VECT +3 (-Z)

OM -t-0

TRK - ITEM 19 EXEC (CUR - V

DAP: B/AUTO/VERN

When a t t i t u d e MNVR complete,

/DAP ROT: PULSE/PULSE/PULSE

DAP: 8/MAN/VERN

LDEF BERTH

Figure 5-23.- Post-grapple maneuvers

5.3.2.4 Inertial Approach

The inertial approach technique is required for payloads which are
inertially stabilized in at least two axes. The technique breaks down into
two phases: a constant range flyaround to the appropriate payload approach
axis and the final approach to RMS grapple range. The two phases could be
combined.

The flyaround phase is performed at some range (such as 35 feet) close
enough to allow CCTV ranging and to keep the target in the plume shadow
(minimizing plume effects). Two types of flyaround techniques are utilized,
depending on whether the target attitude, relative to the Orbiter reference
frame, is known or not. If the TGT attitude is known, the multiaxis Auto
rotation maneuver flyaround technique, described in section 5.2.3.2, would
be used. If the TGT attitude is unknown, one of the manual rotation
maneuver techniques, described in section 5.2.3 would be used. The multi-
axis rotation maneuver technique is obviously the more efficient, as it
rotates the Orbiter about the optimum axis (eigenaxis), thereby minimizing
the translation corrections required to achieve the payload final approach
axis. Manual rates up to 0.2 to 0.3 deg/s are utilized.
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Upon arrival on the target final approach axis, the final approach phase
begins. The Orbiter is maintained in inertial attitude hold and a closing
rate of about 0.2 ft/s is initiated toward the target. During the approach,
NLOS rates, as detected in the COAS, are nulled by THC deflections. Upon
arrival at the desired grapple range, all relative rates are nulled and
capture operations commence.

5.4 SEPARATION

Separation is a PROX OPS task involving the execution of a translation
maneuver or sequence of translation maneuvers, which result in an opening
(separation) rate between two orbiting satellites. Either or both of the
satellites may take an active role in performing these maneuvers. Since one
of the two satellites is usually a PL, originally located (berthed) in the
Orbiter PL bay, the term "PL" is normally used (vs. TGT) in separation
techniques discussions.

The separation problem differs significantly from other phases of PROX OPS.
These differences can be summarized as items which either simplify (advan-
tage) or complicate (disadvantage) this task relative to the other PROX OPS
tasks.

In some cases, only appendages of a PL are to be jettisoned so that the main
body can be returned to Earth. Since the PL may still be on the RMS, the
Orbiter would not be able to perform an active separation maneuver.
However, the Orbiter would prefer to perform an attitude maneuver such that
the appendages would separate in the most advantageous direction to avoid
both near-term and long-term recontact. Here, preflight analysis of
relative drag characteristics and jettison AV is crucial.

Advantages:

• The problem begins with a well known REL SV.

• Orbiter burns and attitude maneuvers can be expected to follow a canned
sequence, making propellant consumption predictable.

• Confidence in the separation trajectory reduces crew monitoring
requirements. (Dispersions have not yet had a chance to build up.)

Disadvantages:

• Many PL's have tight deploy attitude and rate error requirements.

• Some PL's have upper stage boosters which pose a potential hazard to the
Orbiter.

• For RMS deployed PL's, checkout may not be completed until after deploy,
requiring an Orbiter recapture capability, sometimes for several hours or
days. This may require contingency RNDZ planning.
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• There may be relatively low confidence in PL control system
characteristics.

A review of these points indicates that flying the Orbiter is a simpler task
for separation than it is for the other PROX OPS tasks. On the other hand,
the frequency of deploy missions versus retrieval missions points out the
importance of an efficient solution to the separation problem.

In the design of a separation sequence, many factors must be considered, but
five general concerns stand out:

• Orbiter/PL (or appendage) recontact, both short term and long term.

• Crew visibility of the PL.

• Orbiter plume impingement on the PL, both RCS and QMS.

• PL plume impingement on the Orbiter, particularly for PL's on an upper
stage such as the PAM or IDS.

• Crew safety relative to hazardous PL control system performance.

For many PL's, these may be somewhat contradictory and require a relative
weighing on a case by case basis.

5.4.1 Nominal

PL's may be nominally deployed by spring ejection or RMS release.

5.4.1.1 Spring Ejection (PAM)

Since most deployments involve spring ejection, this clearly calls for a
simple, standardized, efficient separation sequence which minimizes training
requirements. This will result in a sequence which may not necessarily be
optimized for a specific mission, but will reduce mission preparation
effort.

For payload assist modules (PAM-D's) deployment, there are two important
booster characteristics which drive separation sequence design. First,
attitude control is accomplished solely by spinning the upper stage at a
high rate, e.g., 50 rpm. This fixes the Orbiter attitude at deployment in
two axes, leaving the third free to rotate about the deploy LOS. Second,
this is a solid rocket booster, which for the PAM-D has a built-in 45-minute
"fuse" which cannot be safed postdeploy.

To further constrain the deploy situation, in general the PAM-D w i l l burn
very nearly posigrade, with an out-of-plane component determined by PL
weight and orbital inclination. Thus, 45 minutes (1/2 rev) earlier, the
PAM-D must usually be ejected retrograde, as indicated in figure 5-24.
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Figure 5-24.- PAM/Orbiter ejection attitude,
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The ejection velocity is on the order of 2.4 to 2.8 ft/s (1.5 to 2.0 ft/s
for PAM-D-II's), resulting in a relative motion trajectory as shown in
figure 5-25 with the coordinate system rotating at ORB rate and centered on
the PL. From the figure it can been seen that in 1/2 REV, at SRM ignition,
the Orbiter will be above and behind the PAM-D. Given this initial data,
analysis was conducted to determine what Orbiter separation was required to
ensure a lifetime IPS erosion of < 10 percent based on design lifetime of
100 STS missions. (This number is based on MDTSCO Design Note No. 1.4-3-
016.) Using a manifest which at that time indicated a total of 135 upper-
stage firings over the first 100 STS flights, a criteria of 0.074 percent
erosion per flight was established. If no additional AV is added by the
Orbiter, the separation resulting from the spring ejection alone will result
in a plume impingement on the Orbiter TPS of about eight times the accepted
level. Although this is not a safety problem for one flight, it is clear
that in general an Orbiter burn is required to increase separation distance.

v lootr

3000*

ICOO*

1000*

loor

n. cofrawn LVU n*nc

tsiz. A*r.

Figure 5-25.- Orbiter/PAM-D separation trajectory
(due to ejection AV only).

5-38



JSC-10589

To achieve maximum separation at SRM ignition, the Orbiter QMS burn should
be scheduled as early as possible after deploy, although about 10 minutes
are required to get ready for the burn. Estimating then that SRM ignition
will occur about 35 minutes after the QMS burn, it can be shown that the
plume impingement on the Orbiter can be minimized if the upper stage thrust
vector is about 15° above posigrade. With this choice made, it is then
possible to determine a time for the QMS burn, based on acceptable Orbiter
plume impingement on the TGT. If the burn is delayed until deploy +15
minutes, the plume overpressure on the PL will be < 10-4 ib/ft?, which was
chosen as an acceptable level (fig. 5-26). Coincidentally, due to the 16°
cant of the QMS engines, which places the thrust vector through the Orbiter
e.g., it is possible to do the burn in -ZLV, wings level. This allows for a
convenient manual "out the window11 backup burn.

COTTOWI (Lfl/PT2)

C«rr«rl (no

n. c&rcneD LVU* nunc

Figure 5-26.- OMS plume on PAM-D at SEP burn initiate.
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Continuing to work backwards to deploy, we can now constrain the third
Qrbiter degree of freedom to minimize the maneuver to the QMS burn attitude,
resulting in a -XLV deploy attitude. However, since the PAM-D must be
ejected near orbit noon (or midnight) to meet thermal constraints, this may,
for some beta angles, violate the groundrule of no Sun within ±20° of the PL
LOS during deploy and SEP. To solve this problem, the Orbiter is rotated
such that the X-axis is out of plane at deploy, as shown in figure 5-27.

\H

1278.orti i

Figure 5-27.- Orbiter attitude at PAM ejection.
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It should also be pointed out that this entire sequence was designed around
the requirement for direct crew visual acquisition of the PL until
completion of the QMS burn, and the track of the PL through the overhead
window is shown in figure 5-28.

9 ft* Beqln Auto Maneuver (+3 mln)

*' 0
Begin QMS Burn (+15 mln)

IJ *i —End Auto Maneuver
(+13 mln)

Separation plua
30 seconds

EXIT FIELD
OF VIEU

1278. ART* 2

Figure 5-28.- View of PAM-D SEP from aft station through
overhead window (PL shown every 30 sec).

The final issue is the Orbiter protection attitude to be maintained during
the PAM-D SRM firing. Tile damage is minimized by placing the PL LOS at an
angle to the Orbiter belly, as shown in figure 5-29. This attitude is
maintained inertially for about 6 minutes after SRM ignition to allow the
Orbiter to pass through the flow field. Current planning places the Orbiter
at an angle of 50° to the PL LOS. The orientation is maintained through use
of REL NAV functions.

Separation sequences are described in detail in the "Payload Assist Module
Delta Class (PAM-D) Flight Procedures Handbook," JSC-20315, Final, May 15,
1985.
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PLUME R.OW

1277. ARTi 1

Figure 5-29.- Orbiter window protection attitude at SRM ignition.

5.4.1.2 Spring Ejection (IUS)

The IUS class of spring ejected payloads presents a different kind of
problem from the RAM. Standardization is equally important, and two generic
deploy sequences have been designed; they are called "ascending node solid
rocket motor (SRM)" and "descending node SRM". The IUS has an active
attitude control system (ACS), which allows greater flexibility for Orbiter
attitude at ejection. The [US/PL is spring ejected at 0,4 ft/s, at an angle
of 58° above the Orbiter +X axis, with the Orbiter holding a solar track
attitude via a selectable body vector that places the Sun on the belly of
the Orbiter. This allows the IUS/PL to depart along the Orbiter shadow
(until soon after the -X burn). Thus, the IUS/PL deploy vector has a marked
out-of-plane component. The small Orbiter separation burn also has a large
out-of-plane component. In fact, the Orbiter attitude at deploy is such
that the relative motion between the IUS/PL and the Orbiter after the
backoff maneuver is purely out of plane (the IUS/PL departs horizontally to
one side of the V-BAR, while the Orbiter departs horizontally to the other
side). These characteristics require that the Orbiter will have to be more
active during IUS separation than during PAM separation.

Both ascending node and descending node SRM sequences have similar
separation profiles. Deploy occurs with OAP in free drift and low I mode.
There is a 1-minute coast following ejection, followed by a 2.2 ft/s -X RCS
burn (8 seconds on THC), still in free drift. Cross-coupling provides a
negative pitch rate (0.8 deg/s), and the crew nulls this rate when the
Orbiter has pitched down 70° by selecting inertial attitude hold (OAP ROT:
DISC/DISC/DISC). This places the IUS line of sight out the overhead
windows. The solar tracking option on UP is canceled (ITEM 21 EXEC). To
minimize RCS contamination on the PL, the Orbiter stays in low Z mode and
delays maneuver to the QMS burn attitude until deploy + 8:00 minutes. This
attitude is computed so that a line of sight exists between the IUS and the
Orbiter payload interrogator (PI) antenna for postdeploy commanding
(including SV transfers) and telemetry.
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The QMS burn is computed considering both Orbiter/PL separation at SRM
ignition and also subsequent orbit management (e.g., deorbit burn
requirements and cross-range for landing). This specialized planning is
done because the size of the QMS burn for the IUS is greater than for a RAM
deploy (a larger separation is needed since the IUS SRM is larger than the
RAM SRM). In general the burn for ascending injections will be about
38 ft/s pitched down 20° from local horizontal, and for descending
injections it will be about 30 ft/s pitched down 5°. No low Z is selected
just prior to entering the QMS 2/ORBIT QMS BURN cue card.

Following the QMS burn the Orbiter maneuvers to a payload viewing attitude
which tracks the IUS with the Orbiter -Z axis (the maneuver is performed in
NORM jets). Loss of IUS/PI lock occurs about +32:00. At deploy + 39:00 the
Orbiter maneuvers (in NORM) to window-protect attitude, which is identical
to that of the RAM attitude described above, and maintains attitude for at
least 6 to 10 minutes after SRM TIG. The minimum safe range for SRM
ignition is 10 n. mi.; after nominal separation and 55 minutes, range is
25.1 n. mi., and after 67 minutes range is 51.6 n. mi.

Note that rendezvous navigation (SPEC 33) is utilized for Orbiter pointing
after the separation maneuver. RNDZ NAV is enabled about 30 minutes prior
to deploy, after MCC (FDD) has uplinked a target state vector. About 5
minutes before deploy, the crew must perform an ORB to TGT SV transfer
(SPEC 33, ITEM 10 EXEC) to refresh the target SV. The IUS spring separation
AV is not represented in this SV but is small enough to ignore due to its
being lost in the noise of the large QMS separation burn. This attitude
pointing is required to maintain PI lock for data exchange between IUS and
Orbiter. Target track also simplifies maneuvering to window protect
attitude, by simply selecting body vector = 5 (Orbiter defined pitch/yaw)
and loading P = 310, Y = 0, OM = 0.

IUS SRM ignition occurs over the Equator for equatorial geosynchronous
missions (interplanetary missions w i l l not be so constrained). For the
ascending node option, SRM ignition is 67 minutes after deploy, and for
descending node it is 55 minutes after deploy. These times are set in order
to maintain Orbiter perigee in the northern hemisphere following the OMS
burn scheduled at deploy + 19 minutes. However, if there are to be
significant postdeploy maneuvers which affect perigee, this consideration
loses weight. For many new payloads, these considerations are also not
significant and the TIG may follow deploy by anywhere between 55 and 67
minutes. A future standardized TIG of +60 minutes is under consideration.

IUS guidance can actually accommodate an off-nominal deploy at any point in
the orbit. In this contingency, the IUS knows to delay ignition until the
next opportunity.

For IUS deploy procedures detailed rationale, see "IUS Flight Procedures
Handbook", Basic, Rev B, March 1985, JSC-18392, sections 3.4.3 ("Deploy
IUS/TDRS") and 3.4.5 ("Postdeploy Separation Maneuver"), and "Inertia!
Upper Stage Deploy Procedures for Flight Dynamics Officers", IUS PROC 2142,
Rev B, January 24, 1986. The foregoing discussion only summarizes the
procedures and rationales.
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5.4.1.3 RMS Deploy - Generic

PL's deployed by the RMS will typically be unique, with specific require-
ments that must be handled on a case-by-case basis. However, for many PL's
it is anticipated that an R-BAR separation will be optimal because of low
plume impingement on the PL because of utilization of orbital mechanics
effects. In this scheme, the Orbiter begins in a ZLV attitude, above or
below the PL depending upon relative drag and/or mission continuation
requirements. Assuming for the moment that these constraints place the
Orbiter below the PL, we have the relative geometry shown in figure 5-30.
This selection criterion is usually required payload attitude.

V-BAR

•̂ -

R-BAR

I277.ART,2

Figure 5-30.- Typical RMS deploy geometry (Orbiter below PL)
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At the time of PL release, a small opening rate will begin to develop,
strictly due to the differential orbit altitude. However, this opening rate
is so small that it is not practical, in the general case, to depend solely
on it. So while the PL is in the "quiet zone," a small opening rate is
added using low Z, of <0.5 ft/s. This will tend to force the Orbiter down,
and because of orbital mechanics, in front of the PL (fig. 5-31).

LOW 2
SEPARATION
BURN «.5 FPSJ

-X JURNS TO STAY
ON R UNTIL
RANGE > 200 FT

OPTIONi TRANSITION
TO V-8AR
FOR STATIONKEEPING

OPTIONi LARGE RCS BURN
FOR SEPARATION

1277. ART* 6

Figure 5-31.- Orbiter separation following RMS deploy
(PL-centered LVLH frame of reference).
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However, since it is a radial burn, with no other forces acting on the
system, recontact would occur in one REV. So until a separation of about
200 feet, retrograde MNVR's are performed as required to keep the Orbiter on
the R-BAR. This has the effect of lowering the Orbiter orbit and increasing
the opening rate. Then as the Orbiter drifts below and in front of the PL,
an option is available. If required, the Orbiter may transition up to the
V-BAR and stationkeep during PL checkout. Or a larger separation MNVR with
the RCS may be performed, providing a large opening rate and removing the
requirement for crew monitoring of the PL.

It can be seen that in this sequence no thrusters are ever fired directly at
the PL, reducing plume overpressure and contamination to a minimum.

For a PL which is not plume sensitive at all, it is likely that starting
with the Orbiter on the PL V-BAR will be very fuel efficient. In this case,
no radial burns are required, and maximum separation can be achieved in an
efficient Hohmann fashion.

Many other separation profiles have been proposed, both for the general case
and for specific PL's. Due to lack of definition and/or general applica-
tion, these will be discussed as needed in supplemental documentation.

5.4.1.4 RMS Deploy (SPARTAN-class)

Separation profiles for SPARTAN-type payloads must be individually crafted
due to highly variable mission-specific factors. These include payload
pointing requirements, grapple fixture locations, and crew constraints on
the variety of nominal versus contingency deploy profiles and RMS proce-
dures.

Although the first SPARTAN mission was 51-G, that profile should not be
considered a model for later profiles. The 51-L profile would be a much
better guide to design such a profile, and the following discussion is based
on that mission.

Configuration of aft station for deploy is essentially identical to
configuration for rendezvous (fig. 4-4) except that on the SM ANTENNA SPEC
following self-test, the "RDR RNG MIN" is selected (ITEM 2), and the -Z COAS
and various cue carxts-̂ o not installed. DPS configuration is also
identical (sectionf6.1

RMS operations to power up, to grapple, and to unlatch, unberth, and
maneuver the payload are standardized; see the 51-L SPARTAN book.

Rendezvous navigation is enabled similar to that for rendezvous (section
4.1.6), but with several distinct differences. First, RR is the selected
sensor (HEM 13). Secoid, an ORB to TGT SV transfer is performed (ITEM 10
EXEC) since the starting point is known.
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The Orbiter is maneuvered to release attitude about 45 minutes predeploy.
For 51-L the attitude was approximately belly forward, left wing down, nose
left of orbit motion.

After release, the Orbiter stationkeeps for about 10 minutes to observe the
SPARTAN maneuvers which signify proper payload functioning. If there are no
maneuvers, the SPARTAN is retrieved and berthed.

The separation burn is performed "no low Z," 2.0 ft/s +Z, 5 seconds on the
THC (out). Low Z is then selected. This is a posigrade burn along the V-
BAR.

Following separation, radar acquisition is performed after about 3 minutes.
If there is no lock-on within 2 more minutes, the crew performs the "AUTO
TRACK ACQ" cue card (section 4.3.2). If the RR fails, the crew waits until
the scheduled STRK ACQ block, and performs S TRK NAV.

RR navigation during separation is similar to that performed for the first
radar acquisition in rendezvous, section 4.1.31 and figure 4-8, with the
following modifications. COVAR REINIT (ITEM 16 EXEC) is immediately
performed, since this is the first navigation processing. Since SV SEL
initially is PROP, the optional block is performed and SV SEL becomes FLTR.
Following that, on the SM ANTENNA display the RDR RNG AUTO is selected
(ITEM 1), replacing the previously selected RDR RNG MIN. Since there was no
previous S TRK, the "RATIO > 1.0" test fails through to the second test,
with "Force 3 marks" being the only corrective action taken. Once NAV data
is being accepted, the Orbiter goes to -Z axis target track with OM = +180.

The separation profile looks very much like figure 5-48, with the Orbiter
moving forward and higher, then curving back and passing about 2000 feet
above the payload at about 19 minutes after separation.

Approximately one REV after deploy, STRK acquisition is performed. In
general this procedure is similar to the rendezvous S TRK TARGET ACQ
procedure discussed in section 3.3.2.1 (fig. 3-13), with several significant
differences as follows. Once a star present is detected, angles (currently
in "accept" for RR data) must be inhibited (ITEM 12 EXEC), and the STRK must
be selected (ITEM 12 EXEC). Currently, the FLTR SV is selected. Once STRK
marks are accepted, the FLTR SV (which has been validated through the
accomplishment of a successful STRK lock-on) is saved away in PROP (the same
thing is done, for the same reasons, after the second STRK acquisition
during nominal rendezvous operations — see section 4.1.22). If there is no
STRK acquisition after 5 minutes, the crew goes to contingency procedure for
"S TRK TARGET ACQ - RR FAIL."

After about 2 hours the separation sequence terminates. Rendezvous
navigation is disabled much as in section 4.1.74, with some additions: the
UP tracking is canceled (ITEM 21 on UP), and IMU DES on GNC 21 IMU ALIGN is
performed via ITEM 7 (8,9), (no*); i.e., the deselected IMU is reselected.
Finally, Ku-band is configured for COMM (same as section 4.1.69). The
specialized rendezvous book is exited until the retrieval rendezvous begins
approximately 36 hours later.
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5.4.1.5 RMS Deploy (HST Class)

Some payloads are large and heavy and have very stringent contamination
constraints during deployment. Examples are the LDEF and the HST (also the
SMM and ERBS). The following separation profile is a generic description
based on HST preliminary procedures.

There are two burns planned for HST separation, labeled SEP 1 and SEP 2.
Deploy pads are prepared for both: SEP 1 is preplanned and the only real-
time specified data is TIG; SEP 2 is a second RCS burn which requires TIG
plus updated data on TV roll, vehicle weight, plus PEG 7 AV's. An IMU OES
(deselect) is also specified in anticipation of an STRK pass.

Deploy attitude for HST will be biased +X solar inertial, and deployment
occurs near orbit noon. The result will be an approximately belly-forward
tail-down Orbiter attitude (-XLV,YPOP), but with the +Z axis somewhat to the
left or right of the V-BAR depending on beta angle.

Release accuracy for LDEF and SMM was required to be within 0.01 deg/s of
desired rates. For all large payloads (HST included), free drift is
maintained for 60 to 120 seconds prior to release, in an effort to minimize
attitude rates on the oayload following release.

SEP 1 is a 0.5 ft/s low Z mode posigrade burn for LDEF, SMM, and HST. SEP 2
is performed approximately one quarter REV later, when the Orbiter is about
600 feet above the HST on the R-BAR, and is 1 ft/s posigrade NORM Z mode
from the -X RCS. A standard RMS powerdown procedure follows the SEP 2 burn.

Alternate candidate separation profiles include a sunrise deploy down the
+R-BAR (see the SPAS profile, STS-7), with low Z mode 0.25 ft/s RCS followed
by -X firings to maintain position on R-BAR until a range of several hundred
feet. At a range of 500 feet a +X burn may be performed to accomplish final
separation (other variations are also under consideration). These options
are driven almost entirely by payload requirements.

For HST/LDEF/SMM, RR acquisition and navigation are performed similar to
Spartan-class deploys. Target track is established with the Orbiter -Z
axis. Approximately one REV after deploy, for HST an STRK pass is performed
as on the SPARTAN-class deploy missions. At 2 hours into the deploy,
rendezvous NAV is terminated and the Ku-band is reconfigured for COMM mode.
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5.4.2 Generic Sep Procedure

An all-purpose separation procedure (the "1-2-3 maneuver") has been
developed and validated for generic use. Possible applications include PL
deploy, postrepair/inspection departure, and some types of PROX OPS
breakout. It is especially applicable if the Orbiter is in an inertial hold
and has left the TGT V-BAR, or if the Orbiter/TGT relative position is not
well known.

The procedure is found in the PDF ORB OPS C/L.
described in the following sections.

Procedural rationale is

5.4.2.1 Set Up Aft Station

This step is shown in figure 5-32.

A6U /SENSE - as reqd

DAP: A/MAN/NORM

OAP TRANS: as reqd

DAP ROT: DISC/DISC/DISC

FIT CNTLR PWR - ON

Figure 5-32.- Set up aft station
checklist.

DAP TRANS options are pilot's choice depending on the size of closing rate
Over 1 ft/s should be done in DAP TRANSFORM, with transition to DAP
TRANS:PULSE for the last half foot/second of translation.
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5.4.2.2 Obtain Visual Contact Through OVHD Window

This step is shown in figure 5-33.

DAP ROT: as reqd

RHC - as reqd

When adequate visual contact
obtained,
DAP ROT: DISC/DISC/DISC

Figure 5-33.- Visual contact through
OVHD window checklist.

This establishes TGT LOS near the Orbiter -Z axis in preparation for
translation maneuvers. The DAP ROT options are chosen based on how far and
fast the -Z axis must be rotated.

5.4.2.3 Null Closing Rate

This step is shown in figure 5-34.

THC - +Z (dn - -X SENSE)

(out - -Z SENSE)
as req'd to n u l l closing rate

Figure 5-34.- Null closing rate
checklist.

Range rate may be known from initial conditions, from known maneuver
history, or (most likely) by direct visual observation when very close
(inside RR track range) to TGT.
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5.4.2.4 Perform RR ACQ (If Desired)

This step is shown in figure 5-35.

A1U KU MODE - RDR PASSIVE

RADAR OUTPUT - HI

KU - AUTO TRACK

KU CNTL - PNL

Slew antenna to target
/KU TRACK tb - gray

If no TRK.
KU SEARCH - SEARCH (tb-gray)

If no lock-on within one minute
repeat SEARCH as convenient

Figure 5-35.- Perform RR ACQ checklist.

This may only occur after separating beyond radar track minimum range. Note
that radar is in AUTO track since there is no PL SV to automatically provide
navigated pointing angles.

5.4.2.5 Obtain -1 FPS Opening Rate

This step is shown in figure 5-36.

A6U DAP TRANS: NORM/NORM/NORM

THC - +Z for 3 sec

• If Low Z (MCC call) *

" THC - +Z for 12 sec *

Figure 5-36.- Obtain ~1 FPS opening rate.

The THC sense is the same as in section 5.4.2.3 for nulling the closing
rate. The 3-second burn imparts the desired opening rate. Actual AV may
be monitored on the AVG G display on SPEC 33, but such precision is not
required for a successful safe separation. This is the "1" part of the
"1/2/3" MNVR.
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5.4.2.6 Perform Out-Of-Plane MNVR

This step is shown in figure 5-37.

|GNC UNIV PTG|

CRT

A6U

CNCL - ITEM 21 EXEC

GNC, OPS 202 PRO

|GNC ORBIT MNVR EXEC|

RCS SEL - ITEM 4 EXEC (•)

Set TIG to current time <-2:00
TGT PEG 7 AV - ITEM 19 +0 EXEC

AV - ITEM 20 +2 EXEC

AVz - ITEM 21 +0 EXEC

LOAD - ITEM 22 EXEC

TIMER - ITEM 23 EXEC

/VGO I > 0; if VGO I <0, then
* TGT PEG? AV - ITEM 20 -2 EXEC

* LOAD - ITEM 22 EXEC

* TIMER - ITEM 23 EXEC

•/VGO Z > 0

00 NOT MNVR TO BURN ATT

At TIG deflect THC to n u l l VGOs

Figure 5-37.- Perform out-of-plane MNVR
checklist.

If the burn VGO, displayed in body coordinates, shows a -Z component, this
means that the intended out-of-plane maneuver will take the Orbiter directly
back through the TGT plane. In this case, reload MNVR EXEC with a -2 ft/s Y
burn.

The test of VGO I simply ensures that the out-of-plane burn is away from the
TGT. This is the "2" part of the "1/2/3" maneuver.
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5.4.2.7 Perform Final SEP

This step is shown in figure 5-38.

CRT

A6U

JGNC ORBIT MNVR EXEC|

/RCS SEL - ITEM 4 (•)

If AVY (Block 6) is +2

| TV ROLL - ITEM 5 +2 7 0 EXEC

If AVY (Block 6) is -2

TV ROLL - ITEM 5 + 0 9 0 EXEC

Set TIG to TIG from last step + 15:00

TGT PEG 7 AV - ITEM 19 +3 EXEC

AV - ITEM 20 +0 EXEC

AVz - ITEM 21 +0 EXEC

LOAD - ITEM 22 EXEC
TIMER - ITEM 23 EXEC
DAP: A/AUTO/NORM

At TIG -8:00; MNVR - ITEM 27 EXEC (")

At TIG deflect THC to null VGOs

AFT FLT CNTLR PWR - OFF

Figure 5-38.- Perform final SEP checklist.

The AV Y check determines which direction out of plane was burned on the
previous maneuver, to select the most easily reached TVR. The plan is to
make this burn about one quarter of a REV later, which is at the point of
maximum out-of-plane separation (about 2000 feet for a 2 ft/s burn). The
burn is large enough to perform with +X RCS jets. This is the "3" part of
the "1-2-3" maneuver.
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5.4.2.8 Maneuver To Minimum Drag Attitude (-ZLV)

This step 1s shown in figure 5-39.

A6U

CRT

DAP: A/AUTO/VERM

GNC, OPS 201 PRO

|GNC UNIV PTG|

/IGT ID - 2

BODY VECT -3

OM - 180

START TRK - ITEM 19 EXEC (CUR *)

Figure 5-39.- Maneuver to minimum drag attitude
(-ZLV) checklist.

Drag is of concern because of potential differential drag effects (section
2.7.1). Hence, the -Z axis is pointed to Earth center, and tail is rotated
into +V-BAR.

5.4.3 Contingency

Contingency separation procedures can be divided into several broad classes:
those which allow an Orbiter maneuver to a planned deploy attitude, and
those which result from an inadvertent deployment or must be performed from
a random relative position to the TGT.
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RNDZ BREAKOUT

C3

F7/F8

CRT

NOTE
This procedure may be performed
anytime between Ti and VBar arrival
and assumes the orbiter is at or near
-Z axis TGT TRK attitude (OM = 0)

1. 3 fps out of plane
DAP: A/MAN/NORM, NO LOWZ
/DAP ROT: DISC/DISC/DISC
DAP TRANS: NORM/NORM/NORM
FIT CNTLR PWR - ON

F7/F8

CRT

islO

00

C3
A1U

F7/F8

F7/F8
C3

CRT

IGNC 33 REL NAVI
If Y>0:

FWD THC: +Y (right) 12 sec
(AFT THC: left)

If Y<0:
FWD THC: -Y (left) 12 sec

(AFT THC: right)
FLT CNTLR PWR - OFF
Record out of plane TIG /

2. 3 fps retrograde
OPS 202 PRO
IGNC ORBIT HNVR EXECI

/RCS SEL - ITEM 4 (*)
TV ROLL - ITEM 5 +0 EXEC
Set TIG to out of plane TIG +15:00
TGT PEG 7 VX - ITEM 19 =3 EXEC

VY - ITEM 20 +0 EXEC
VZ - ITEM 21 +0 EXEC

LOAD - ITEM 22 EXEC
TIMER - ITEM 23 EXEC

TIG -8:00
MNVR - ITEM 27 EXEC
DAP: B/AUTO/NORM
KU - AUTO TRK

TIG
FLT CNTLR PWR - ON
THC: Trim VGOs < 0.2 fps
FLT CNTLR PWR - OFF
DAP: A/MAN/VERN

OPS 201 PRO

C3
CRT

IGNC UNIV PTG1
/TGT ID +1
/BODY VECT +3
OM +180-EXEC
DAP: A/AUTO/VERN
TRK - ITEM 19 EXEC (CUR - *)

3-10 C RNDZ/ALL/GEN A
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5.4.3.1 Rendezvous Breakout Procedure

This breakout has two periods of applicability, from the sunset after Ti
until MC2, and from MC3 until PROX OPS. If breakout criteria are met
between MC2 and MC3, breakout must be delayed until MC3. The reason for
this is that between these intervals an OOP miss cannot be guaranteed (TGT
contact may be possible). See figure 5-40.

Perform out of plane AV = 3 fps away from
TGT plane
(THC - 12 sec in DAP TRANS: NORM)

After 15 min, perform retrograde AV = 3 fps

OPS 202 PRO
IGNC ORBIT MNVR EXEC I

/ RCS SEL - ITEM 4 (*)
TV ROLL - ITEM 50 +0 EXEC
Set TIG to out-of-plane burn +15:00
TGT PEG 7 AVx - ITEM 19 -3 EXEC

AVy - ITEM 20 +0 EXEC
AVz - ITEM 21 +0 EXEC

LOAD - ITEM 22 EXEC
TIMER - ITEM 23 EXEC
At TIG -8:00; MNVR - ITEM 27 EXEC (*)
DAP: B/AUTO/NORM (/ ROT DISC RATE = .5)
At TIG deflect THC to null VGOs

Figure 5-40.- Rendezvous breakout procedure
checklist.

During flight techniques discussions, there was a strong desire to develop a
single, propellant-efficient breakout maneuver sequence independent of rela-
tive position. The result was a 3 ft/s out-of-plane maneuver away from the
TGT plane, followed 15 minutes later by a 3 ft/s retrograde maneuver. This
sequence provides an Orbiter c.m. to TGT c.m. miss distance of at least 500
feet. Because of trajectory dispersions, this sequence cannot be initiated
everywhere between Ti and V-BAR arrival. Specific initiation times have
been established depending on Orbiter propellant, Orbiter system status, and
the TGT sensor data history (sec. 4.6.2).

In section 4.6.2, the note "nominally Orbiter Y body axis" was included to
define which propulsion system contained the propellant for the out-of-plane
maneuver (bingos). This note assumes a Y-POP, -Z TGT track Orbiter attitude
driven by the use of either the RR, -Z STRK, or the COAS. If the -Y STRK is
used, the Orbiter attitude would be inconsistent with the Y body thrusters
providing an out-of-plane maneuver. A maneuver to burn attitude is pro-
hibited because of the delay in initiating the sequence and the loss of TGT
acquisition while still on an intercept trajectory. In this scenario, the
propellant for the out-of-plane maneuver would have to come from another
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propulsion system. Similarly, the note "Orbiter +x body axis" was included
for the retrograde maneuver. However, this maneuver is executed in burn
attitude.

Further information on this breakout maneuver sequence can be found 1n Orbit
Flight Techniques No. 82 (Nov. 17, 1987) minutes.

5.4.3.2 PROX OPS Breakout Procedure

This procedure is shown 1n figure 5-41.

If on +V-BAR.

Perform 2 fps posigrade burn

(THC*- >Z. 5 sec In DAP TRANS: NORM, NO LOW Z)

If on -Vbar.

Perform 2 fps retrograde burn

(THC - + Z. 5 sec in TRANS; NORM, NO LOW Z)

If on -Rbar or 1n transition +Vbar to -Rbar,
Perform 1 fps burn away from the target
(THC - +Z. 3 sec in TRANS: NORM, NO LOW Z)

After 10 m i n , perform 1 fps posigrade burn

(mul V
IGNC ORBIT MNVR EXEC!

/RCS SEl. ITEM 4 - (•)
TIG = Initial sep + 10 «in
PEG 7 AVX » +1. AVY = 0, JWZ > 0
LOAD - ITEM 22 EXEC
TIMER - ITEM 23 EXEC
DAP: A/AUTO/NORM
TIG - n u l l VGOs

If none of the above , or if inert ial stationkeeping
has been initiated, perform SEP MANEUVER (ORB OPS)

Figure 5-41.- PROX OPS breakout procedure

Post-V-BAR arrival, the abort maneuver sequence will be:

A. If stable on the +V-BAR, perform 2 ft/s posigrade MNVR (nominally
Orbiter +Z body axis, NORM Z translation mode) ASAP. If stable on the
-V-BAR, perform 2 ft/s retrograde MNVR (nominally Orbiter +Z body axis,
NORM Z translation mode) ASAP. While on the +V-BAR where the relative
position of the Orbiter and TGT is well defined, a single abort MNVR can
be performed. If stationkeeping, 2 ft/s will produce approximately a 5
n. mi. per REV opening rate; if closing or opening when the MNVR is
executed, the opening rate will be proportionately smaller or greater,
respectively. The direction of the MNVR was chosen to ensure no
Immediate recontact with the TGT. The note "nominally Orbiter +Z body
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axis, NORM Z translation mode" was included to define which propulsion
system contained the propellant for this MNVR (bingos).

b. If stable on the -R-BAR or initially transitioning from the +V-BAR to
the -R-BAR, with the TGT in view out the Orbiter overhead window, per-
form 1 ft/s away from the TGT (nominally Orbiter +Z body axis, NORM Z
translation mode) followed 10 minutes later by a 1 ft/s posigrade MNVR
(Orbiter +X body axis). A -R-BAR approach differs from the more
standard V-8AR approach by including a transition from the +V-BAR to the
-R-BAR and then stationkeeping on the -R-BAR. During this time frame, a
more propellant-efficient abort maneuver sequence than the "generic"
separation maneuver exists. This sequence 1s consistent with the V-BAR
approach abort maneuver sequence. The 1 ft/s MNVR away from the TGT
produces an initial opening rate so the 1 ft/s posigrade MNVR can be
performed with no potential for recontact. This sequence will initiate
an opening rate of 2.5 to 5 n. mi. per REV depending on the relative
position of the Orbiter and TGT when the sequence is executed. The
notes "nominally Orbiter +Z body axis, NORM Z translation mode" and
"Orbiter +X body axis" were included to define which propulsion systems
contained the propellant for these MNVR's (bingos).

c. If neither "a" nor "b" applies, perform separation maneuver in orbit OPS
checklist ASAP (see section 5.4.2). If neither condition a nor b, the
relative position of the Orbiter is not well-defined. Hence, the
"generic" separation maneuver in the Orbit OPS checklist should be used.
This procedure is independent of relative position (within PROX OPS) and
will initiate an overall opening rate of 5 to 10 n. mi. per REV
depending on the relative position when the sequence is initiated.

During an inertia! approach, inertia! stationkeeping, or flyaround, the
Orbiter crosses the +V-BAR and 25 percent of the time flies above, and
in front of, the TGT. If the Orbiter is at one of these relative posi-
tions, the abort maneuver sequences described in a and b could be used
and 4 ft/s propellant could be saved. However, it is unwise to have
more than one abort procedure during a given piloting task. Hence, only
the "generic" separation procedure is used.

5.4.3.3 Jettison

Jettison is the class of contingency procedure where the actual Orbiter/PL
separation is accomplished through deliberate crew action. Numerous
jettison scenarios can be constructed, including the following:

• RMS - required if the RMS cannot be berthed and/or stowed, and the PLBD
therefore cannot be closed.

• Ku-band antenna - required if the antenna cannot be stowed, therefore the
PLBD cannot be closed.
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• P L - required If a PL which was unberthed (but not intended to be
deployed) cannot be reberthed, or 1f a PL not intended to be
deployed has become unsafe for deorbit.

• PL/RMS - may be required if the RMS end effector cannot be removed from
the grapple fixture (may be able to remove via EVA).

In all of these jettison situations, a simple efficient Orblter separation
can be performed. This technique places the Orbiter XLV, vertical stabi-
lizer trailing. The jettison, which is nonimpulsive in all of these cases,
is performed, followed by a 1 ft/s posigrade Orbiter translation. After
about 2 minutes (roughly 130 feet of separation), another 1 ft/s posigrade
Orbiter burn is accomplished to achieve a larger opening rate. The ration-
ale for the two-burn sequence is that the first burn initiates opening with
minimum tumbling due to plume, and the second burn gives greater desired SEP
rate. This was specifically developed for RMS. The subsequent relative
motion is shown in figure 5-46.

The RMS jettison procedure is found in the PORS (All) book, and the KU-BO
ANT JETTISON is found in the ORB OPS book. The actual steps and rationale,
plus differences between them, are described below (xxx refers to jettisoned
object).

1. Prepare for jettison and perform between sunrise and noon if
possible. This enhances visibility of xxx during initial
separation.

2. AUTO MNVR to -XLV. See figure 5-42.

CRT

A6U

A6U

A7U

|GNC UNIV PTG|

/START TIME at least 15 mm prtor to

sunrise

/TGT 10 +2 (earth center)

BODY VECT *2 (-X axis)

OM +0

Initiate TRK

DAP:A/AUTO/VERN

FLT CNTLR PWR - ON

EVENT TIMER MODE - UP

CNTL - STOP

TIMER - RESET

/Lighting - as reqd

Figure 5-42.- AUTO MNVR to - XLV checklist
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3. Several pages of xxx systems operations follow. In PORS, this leads
to last step: "Guillotine Wires at Shoulder."

4. Configure CCTV's to monitor jettison, (see figure 5-43).

Perform TV ACT, VTR ACT, TV/VTR Cue Card

CCTV MQN 1 - A

2 - B

Point CCTVs as reqd (FOR PORS, POINT B CCTV

AT RMS SHOULDER JOINT;

Put new tape in VTR

Figure 5-43.- Configure CCTV's checklist.

5. At sunrise, "Damp Rates" and check to be in jettison attitude. (See
figure 5-44).

A6U DAP ROT: DISC/DISC/OISC

TRANS: PULSE/PULSE/NORM

If VERN jets avail

| DAP: A/MAN/VERN

If VERN jets not a v a i 1

DAP: B/MAN/NORM

Wait until rates damped, then

DAP A/MAN/NORM

for PORS, DAP ROT: PULSE/PULSE/PULSE (free drift)

/SENSE - as reqd

When rates damped, then

VTR - PLAY/RCD/RUN

Figure 5-44.- "Damp Rates" checklist.

A gentle separation is most critical for the PDRS because any atti
tude disturbances could lead to tumbling and potential recontact
with Orbiter while still at close range.

6. Perform jettison (and PDRS, start timer).
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7. Separate (see figure 5-45).

JETT +

0:01

NOTE
After JETT, initiate opening rate

ASAP. Minimize other THC/RHC inputs

Maintain xxx in 8 CCTV

WHEN JETTISON COMPLETE, TRANSLATE AWAY

THC +Z. 2 sec (1 ft/sec)
(-X sense: THC dn)

(-Z sense: THC out)

Figure 5-45.- Separation checklist.

This second burn (fig. 5-46) can be performed either on time (after
2 minutes, for PDRS) or on range (at 100 ft, for Ku-band). Although
they should be equivalent, it is important to observe the jettisoned
object and verify that both conditions are met.

SENSE - as reqd

THC +Z. 2 sec (1 ft/sec)
(-X sense: THC dn)

(-Z sense: THC out)

Maintain v i s u a l contact w i t h x x x
in OVHD window using RHC

Figure 5-46.- Second SEP burn.

The jettisoned body is kept in visual acquisition by the crew as
long as possible to verify the opening rate, and from figure 5-48 it
can be seen that after about 20 minutes this places the Orbiter in -
ZLV. Since all PL's and appendages which have been studied to date
have higher relative drag than the Orbiter, and -ZLV is the lowest
Orbiter drag profile, this will provide a further long-term opening
rate as the other body tends to drop lower and therefore travel
faster. In a jettison situation where deorbit will follow closely
after jettison, a mirror image separation can be performed such that
each burn will be retrograde. In this case the relative drag
effects can be ignored.
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8. Go to new attitude when xxx no longer visible (see figure 5-47),

A6U FIT CNTLR PUR - OFF

A6U

|GNC UNiV PTG|

/TGT ID +2

BODY VECT -t-3

OM +0

START TRK - ITEM 19 EXEC (CUR •)

DAP: A/AUTO/VERN

Figure 5-47.- New attitude checklist.

9. Perform systems cleanup.

..4000'

'2nd L fpa a*o bu-n

2000' V fltXft

«

f

\»t I fp« M

100O'

2000' 400Q- «000'

•p burn

.1»4. ART* I

Figure 5-48.- Orbiter separation trajectory following jettison.
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5.4.3.4 Inadvertent/Immediate Release

Although inadvertent/immediate release is generally considered to be highly
unlikely, it is a sufficiently serious situation to require some attention.
The major difficulty with an inadvertent/Immediate release is that in
general it can happen with the Orbiter in any LVLH attitude, so simply
backing away from the body is not the answer. If the back-off maneuver
happens to be out of plane, a recontact situation may occur half a REV
later. If the back-off were radial, recontact could occur one REV later. A
procedure which can handle the general case is the generic "1-2-3 burn"
described in 5.4.2, especially beginning in step 5. See figure 5-49.

This procedure does not necessarily provide for crew visibility of the other
body throughout the SEP sequence, but is an efficient and relatively simple
procedure, minimizing crew training.

VIEW rqofi BEHIND
VIEW FROM SIDE
VIEW FROM ABOVE

THIS SOLID SHOWS ORSITER POSITION 1/4 REV
AFTER THE ' 1-2* BURNS. AT THE POINT OF
PERFORM ING THE ' 3* BURN. I/ 4 REV AFTER
THAT POSIGRAOE BURN THE ORBITER WILL PASS
BACK THROUGH THE TARGET PLANE ABOUT 9000
FT HIGHER AND 7000 FT BEHIND

AN IDENTICAL ZONE EXISTS SYMMETRICALLY ON
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE VR PLANE

OOP

DISTANCE HACKS - soo FT

10S09549.ARTt2

Figure 5-49.- Generic ("1-2-3") Separation
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FLYAROUND

A flyaround is a PROX OPS task which involves maneuvering the Orbiter
(active vehicle) from one point to another point relative to the TGT
(passive vehicle) in the TGT LVLH frame. The term "transition" once
meant any operation which resulted in Ortaiter movement relative to the •,
TGT (range not necessarily constant), while a "flyaround" specifically
required that the Orbiter maintain approximately constant range while
moving from one relative position to another,, The term "flyaround" has
come to refer to any relative movement, with or without constant range,

Level B G&C require that the TGT must be maintained in view from the
Orbiter. This visibility requirement is satisfied by pointing the -Z
axis toward the TGT, thus allowing the crew to view the TGT through the
overhead window (and the COAS); this also gives the best orientation for
RR tracking of the TGT (see fig, 5-4A). Since the crew is controlling
the vehicle from the aft flight deck and is viewing the target out the
overhead window, the aft THC and RHC sense should be —Z.

The requirement to perform a f1yaround may resuIt from situations such
as the need to perform pay load inspection, the requirement to support
detached pay load experiment operations by appropriate Orbiter relative
positioning, or the requirement to move from an initial stationkeepi
point (after a RNDZ) to a point from which grappling can be initiated.

The impact of orbital mechanics effects depends on the range and on the
duration of the maneuver. For close-in flyarounds (about 35 ft), such
effects can be disregarded. For ranges of several hundred feet, orbital
mechanics effects can be significant.

The PROX OPS DAP B usually works best due to small translation pulse
size,, As in all PROX OPS phases, the crew should be aware of the limited
insight provided to the MCC by telemetry, They should keep the MCC
informed by periodically reporting what they are seeing and doing.

The different transition
different conditions are

techniques and
illustrated in

their applicability under
fig,, 5-4B.

-l-

During an inertia! in-plane flyaround, a combination of DAP control and
pilot THC inputs makes the Orbiter translate and rotate around the TGT.
Motion is clockwise when viewed in the traditional LVLH frame with +VBAR
to the left (fig, 5-5) .

This is the easiest flyaround procedure to perform. However, since ti
maneuver is always performed with a zero inertia! attitude rate (about *
deg/min or O.O7 deg/sec in the LVLH reference frame), the time to rotate
to a desired orientation can be quite long (up to one complete REV).



The maneuver is initiated by placing the Urbiter in inertia! attitude
hold and then maintaining the TGT in the COAS or RMS EE field of view
using the THC. From a position on the TGT +VBAR with Orbiter tail-to-
Earth, the initial translation is radial up (--Z in the L.VL.H frame and ;-X
in Orbiter body axes). This starts a "football" trajectory (section
2.4.2.3) around the target.

Since the flyaround is performed with constant range, THC corrections
must be made along the Orbiter—TGT LOS (Orbiter + /' — I axis), Also,, since
in a pure football the inertial LOS rates to the TGT are not zero, MLOS
corrections are needed to keep the TGT in COAS FOV (mainly X body axis).

In some situations, a fast maneuver may be required. Also, since this
maneuver is strictly an inplane flyaround, the Orbiter may not be able
to be aligned with some TGT orientations (such as if the TGT grapple
fixture is on the opposite side of the orbit plane from the RMS). For
these cases, more complex flyaround maneuvers are necessary and are
described below.

5.2.2 Mgli.ua1 Rota .t i on F_lya .round

This technique (fig. 5 6) is good for any TGT relative orientation,
including out of plane flyarounds. The pilot receives cues for starting
and stopping from out—the—window views of the TGT orientation (it is not.
necessary to know the desired final attitude in advance). This is tl"
primary technique for aligning the orbiter to the proper grapple
attitude w.r.t. the TGT for unknown TGT orientation,:

This procedure can be performed for both inertialIv and LVLH stabilized
TGTs. It was originally developed for the inertially stabilized SYNi
on STS 511 (see appendix A). The procedure was later generalised to
include an LVLH flyaround technique for inclusion into the Contingency
RNDZ PDF (fig 5-7).

Depending on the TGT's attitude hold mode, the pilot places the DAP in
either inertial or LVLH attitude hold. This technique is then performed
in each axis (roll, pitch, or yaw), one. axis at a time, until the
correct alignment is achieved.

For each axis (roll, pitch, or yaw), the pilot places the active axis in
free drift (DAP ROT PULSE) and, using the RHC, manually inputs a
rotation rate of 0.2 to 0.3 deg/sec (as seen on the UNIV PTG display),,
It must be emphasized that this is plenty fast enough even it may not
look that way out the window (it is 3—4 times faster than inertial).

During this rotation, the pilot must then keep the TGT in the COAS or
RMS EE FOV using the THC for NLOS corrections; he also must make LOS
corrections as needed to maintain range within limits. Due to cross
coupling effects, these THC inputs can change the active axis rotation
rate (see section 3.8.1). Therefore, the pilot must carefully monitor
and maintain this rate throughout the manuever. When the trim in that
axis is finished,, that axis is placed back in inertial or LVLH hold (DAP
ROT DISC) so the DAP can null out the rotation rates. THC inputs are
made as required to keep the TGT in the FOV.



As required, the above sequence is repeated for another axis.

5.2.3 Mega t_i ye !.n.e r.t i a 1 InjzPl JLOJ5 EI.YjMI9.y.Qii

In some cases in which the relative Orbiter/TGT position would require
an excessive duration for a clockwise flyaround, a negative inertial
flyaround may be performed (fig, 5—7). For example, an inertia!
flyaround from the +VBAR to the +RBAR would take 3/4 rev, or about 67=5
min, while a negative inertial flyaround would take 1/4 rev, about 22 ,, 5
ffiin , to get to the same relative position,

In L..VL..H , the "negative" flyaround is opposite to the inertial flyaround,:
thus the name. However, in the inertial frame, the flyaround rate is
twice LVLH rate. This used to be called "counterclockwise" ( CCW ) „

For a 9O degree angular displacement, this technique costs less than a
regular inertia! flyaround,, Another advantage here is that RCS jet
firings generally occur away from the TGT,, so TBT plume contamination i
much reduced .

This technique was performed during the STS ..... 51DR mission to fly under
the SYNCOM TGT. It can be performed as a special case of a manual
rotation flyaround (5.2.2, above), or it can make use of the UP ROT
option (as such it is generalized in section 5 . 2 „ 4 „ 1 . 2 « below), It is
best to command the +2 axis to center of Earth and then use THC only.
This flyaround can also be performed by setting the ROT vector in UN IV
PTG to the Ortaiter -Y body axis (section 5.2.4.1.1). The latter-
technique may be twice as fast as the negative inertial technique.

5 . 2 . 4 FS W-ass^s t ed ...... F_l.y a r oun.cJ s.

The existing capabilities of Ortaiter FSW provide several techniques for
performing much more flexible flyarounds than can be done with manual
inputs alone. Both UP (OPS 201) and ORB TARGET (SPEC 34) can be used.

Un .i

In some cases where the TGT attitude is constant and can be determined
precisely (is well known pre— f light or can be observed in real— time),
the UNIV PTG function provides two methods which can be used to aid the
flyaround task. They ares

1) mnvr to an inertial attitude:;
2) auto rotation mnvr.

These are inertial maneuvers and as such should only be used if the
is inertia! ly stabilized,

These techniques have several advantages. The flyaround can occur at a
higher rate than inertial (4 deg/min), and it is not restricted to LVLH
i n -pi an e t r a j ec to r- i es .

Both these maneuvers require only that the pilot use the THC to keep the
TGT in the COAS or RMS EE FOV , because the DAP is controlling the change
in Ortaiter attitude.

3



5.2.4.1.1 Maneuver to an Inertia! Attitude

If the TBT is in a known inertial attitude, the HNVR option of UN IV PTG
may be used to rotate the Orfoiter to a specific inertial attitude which,
together with manual translations to maintain the TGT LOS, places it in
the desired relative position. This inertial attitude is input via the
UNIV PTG display, items 5, 6, and 7 (corresponding to roll, pitch, and
yaw inertial Euler angles). I tern 1E3 starts the rotation maneuver. The
pilot performs NLOS corrections using the THC; if a constant range is
needed, LOS corrections will also be required.

One drawback of this maneuver is that the flyaround direction is not.
immediately obvious in the case where the inertial attitude is called up
in real time. As a result, the pilot may not know the direction that the
TGT will initially move in the COAS or RMS EE FOV . For RMS ops, this can
be tricky because the TGT can move directly toward the EE requiring
immediate pilot inputs on the THC to avoid a collision.

5.2.4.1.2 Auto Rotation Maneuver

This technique uses the ROT option on the UNIV PTG display. The pilot
inputs a pitch and yaw body pointing vector,, via items 15 and 16, about
which to rotate. To keep the rotations simple and easy to predict, this
ROT vector is usually an Orbiter body axis. Once the rotation is
initiated, THC corrections are performed as in section 5. 2. 4.1 above,,

This maneuver was developed for the STS-51DR mission (a simple -Y
rotation) and was also used on the STS-51G Spartan mission (contingency
rotation in all 3 axes).

Ta_rg e _t ed__. £lro_x_JDp_s_F.l. .yjar ou.nd.s.

This procedure uses SPEC 34 ORBIT TGT to calculate the translational
burns required to move the Orbiter" around the TGT s ths burns are then
performed in ORB MNVR EXEC. The TGT track mode of UNIV PTG is used to
keep the -Z axis of the Orbiter pointed at the TBT . These target sets
are determined pre— mission to ensure a trajectory of constant range,

The advantage of this procedure is that all aspects of the flyaround
(except for trimming the VGO's) are pen" formed automatically by the
Orbiter FSW „ However, this method is only as good as the sensor data
being incorporated into the navigated relative state of the Ortaiter.

This technique was developed for the STS— 51F Plasma Diagnostics Package
(PDF) mission. The Ortaiter was repeatedly required to be in an exact
position relative to the POP at a certain time.

Certain orbit targeting I ..... loads need to be "tuned" for operations at
PROX OPS ranges (see discussion in section 3.5.4).

A manual technique to approximate this maneuver was developed which used
the MNVR to an inertial attitude (section 5.2.4.1.1) option on UNIV PTG
to point the Ortaiter in the correct direction with the pilot maintaining
the PDF in the COAS FOV and a constant range from the PDF using the THC.



The manuai technique had a high crew workload and required constant crew
attention to attain the desired points.

. RESUME TEXT at section 5 . 2 ,, 5 LaS.JiajLe__TechniaueB ::::::.::;:::;:.:::.-"
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SECTION 6
MCC REAL-TIME SUPPORT

During rendezvous and proximity operations, the on-orbit MCC shift will be
supplemented by a special group of flight controllers (the "Rendezvous
Team"). A specialized "RNDZ Flight Dynamics Officer" is also on console,
along with support personnel. The FCR operator, in the "Trench" (lowest and
front-most FCR row) between FDO/TRAJ and GN&C/PROP, is called the "Rendez-
vous Guidance and Procedures Officer (GPO)", call sign "RENDEZVOUS" (see
figure 6-1); he has overall responsibility for the proper performance of the
RNDZ C/L.

P»0 SUF_PORT

DPS

CONS -IS5

E'DCPHOP EiC-CPHPP

PROJECTION PLOTTEP

EI&OPHGR

Figure 6-1.- FCR console layout.

Supporting the RNDZ GPO in the TRAJ MPSR are three consoles: Rendezvous
Procedures Support ("RPS"), Orbit Navigation ("ONAV"), and Orbit Targeting
("TARGET"). A summary chart of RNDZ team members is shown in fig. 6-2. The
detailed specifications of their duties, procedures and reference materials
are found in the "Rendezvous GPO Team Console Handbook", JSC-22339, PRELIM,
May 16r 1988, and the "Flight Dynamics Officer Console Handbook", BASIC,
to appear!988; this section provides a brief overview for operational
understanding of real-time mission support.

The interrelationship and communications flows of the RNDZ Team FC's are
shown in figure 6-3. The RNDZ team personnel come from the Orbit Dynamics
Section (DM43), Orbit Analysis Branch (DM4), Flight Design and Dynamics
Division (DM), Mission Operations Directorate of NASA-JSC, with support from
the Orbit Analysis and Procedures unit (RS16), Orbit Flight Analysis Group,
Flight Design and Dynamics Department, Mission Operations Division, of the
Rockwell Shuttle Operations Company.
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The RNDZ FOO prepares and uplinks all maneuver command loads and all state
vectors (Orbiter and target) as needed; he also prepares the maneuver PAD's
which are voiced up. The RNDZ GPO is responsible for uplinklng the covari-
ance matrix, which acts as a filter on raw onboard navigation data being
processed to improve the FLTR SV; he also prepares SEP PAD'S as required.

The RNDZ GPO represents the office which has prepared the PDF RNDZ C/L
(normally, the RNDZ GPO on duty during execute shift has personally been
involved with the mission for 1 to 2 years and has been intimately involved
in the actual procedures development and documentation work). During on-
orbit operations the RNDZ team follows procedures execution and verifies
proper performance, recommends contingency techniques/procedures as needed,
follows the mission with attention to impacts on RNDZ procedures due to
other systems anomalies, and keeps the MCC team aware of impending activi-
ties and their priorities. Navigation anomalies are analyzed and crew
choice of proper SV and maneuver solutions is verified.

FOO/TRAJ RNDZ GPO

TRACK GNAV

Figure 6-3.- RNDZ team.

In support of MCC monitoring, the RNDZ team uses a specialized set of
displays, clocks, and indicators, in particular the MSK 1888 display called
"RNDZ PROC" (fig. 6-4). They allow monitoring of: vehicle system status,
attitude/errors, active DAP configuration, scratch pad lines, NAV sensor
status, performance, readings, and edit status, most REL NAV, UP, and MNVR
EXEC parameters, and most relevant switch positions. GMT, MET, PET, post-
MC2 ET, and t1me-to-SR/SS are displayed. There are some parameters not
displayed onboard that can be monitored in the MCC (e.g., STRK measured
target brightness). Other onboard parameters are not downllsted but are
monitored by the MCC during RNDZ phase by using the GNC variable parameter
option (currently the SPEC 34 target set number, and the computed Tl TIG to
monitor MC2 TIG slip). Still other parameters cannot be observed at all
(e.g., PLB CCTV angles during prox ops ranging), and occasional crew readout
would facilitate MCC appraisal of mission status. It should be stressed
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SECTION 7
TETHERED OPERATIONS

The opera t ion  o f  separa te  PL 's  in  p rox imi ty  to  the  0rb i te r  has  a lways  been a
RNDZ/PROX OPS opera t iona l  concern .  In  the  near  fu tu re  a  new c lass  o f  PL 's
w i l l  appear ,  lhose wh ich  remain  phys ica l  l y  a t tached to  the  0rb i te r  by
tethers. Although some new f l ight-dynamics laws come into play, such
objects are only a tether-break away from becoming classica' l  PROX OPS sub-
jects and many actual ly plan to separate rather than return to the Orbiter;
furthermore, tradit ional monitoring and control techniques for RN0Z/PROX OPS
have major  app i . i ca t ions  to  th is  new c lass  o f  PL.  Consequent ' l y ,  the  f l igh t
procedures  fo r  te thered  ob jec ts  c lear ly  fa l l  w i th in  the  purv iew o f  th is
book.

7.L BACKGROUND

To understand tethered operations, an appreciat ion of the history, candidate
app l ica t ions ,  and sa fe ty  concerns  is  requ i red .

7 . l . I  H is to rv

Tethered operations occurred ' in the Gemini program when the manned Geminj
spacecraft was connected to the Agena booster by a 100-foot tether. Gravity
grad ien t  and ar t i f i c ia i  g rav i ty  exper iments  were  conducted .

Current projects jnvolve plans for both short (300 feet) tethers (on
Hi tchh iker  G2)  and long (10  to  20  n .  mi . )  te thers  ( fo r  the  I ta l  ian
r rTethered Sate l l i te  Sys tem") ,  An o f f i c ia l  NASA pro jec t  env isages  sys tems
that  can  ach ieve  50  n .  mi .  (100 km)  dep loyment  d is tances  w i th  new te ther
mater ia ls ,  con t ro l  1aws,  and suppor t ing  subsys tems.

7 .1 .2  Apo l ica t ions  o f  Soace Tethers

l{umerous applications have been imagined for tethered objects in space.
These i  nc  lude:

Electrodynamic -- A conducting tether rnoving through Earth magnetosphere
genera tes  e lec t r i ca l  cur ren t  (a  5  to  10  n .  mj .  te ther  wou ld  genera te  l ine
vo i tage o f  2  to  4  kV) ,  o r ,  inverse ly ,  cur ren t  in  a  conduct jng  te ther
genera tes  th rus t  fo r  o rb j ta l  ad jus tment .

Trol l  ing (. instruments or test models) -- Instruments are lowered into
normal ly  inaccessab le  ( jn  te rms o f  long term in  s i tu  measurements )  reg ions
the upper atmosphere. Test models of future aerospace planes are lowered
into the upper atmosphere for aerodynamic studies. Keels may be lowered
into the upper atmosphere for plane changes.

' t 1
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Var iab le  G - -  In  s tab le  g rav i ty  g rad ien t  mode,  modu les  moved a long te thers
can experience a variety of G-forces, which can be taj lored to the desjred
app l ica t ions .  In  dynamic ,  ro ta t jng  sys tems,  la rge  acce le ra t ions  can be
generated for contro. l  ,  physica' l  processjng, or long-term human health
aool i  cat i  ons.

Momentum Transfer -- objects at the end of tethers can be released, taking
momentun from a na' in object and impart ing j t  to a secondary smal ler object
for either orbit  boost or deboost. The mornentum of the larger object can
then be  made up us ing  h igh-e f f i c iency  low- th rus t  p ropu ls ion  sys tems.

Conste l la t ions  - -  S t ruc tures  can be  es tab l i shed in  s tab le  REL pos i t ions ' tens
or  even hundreds  o f  mi les  apar t .  For  opera t iona l  reasons ,  spec ia l i zed
modules (such as a dockjng wharf) can be separated from a main object for
operations, and then retr ieved, repeatedly.

7 .1 -3  Safe tv  Cons idera t ions

l . lh i le  the  theore t ica l  app l  i ca t ions  appear  to  be  un l i rn i ted ,  the  key  jssue js
whether  such p lans  are  opera t iona l l y  feas ib le .  That  i s ,  can  sa fe  p rocedures
(both AUTO and manual) be developed under which such applications can occur?

Key sa fe ty  i ssues  inc lude (bu t  a re  no t  l im i ted  to )

a. System dynamics stab.i l  i ty

b .  Te ther  fa  i l  u re

/  l \  ( t r r r c f  r r r a I  i / i o r t\ - ,  - .  \ - , - . 1 9 r )

(2 )  A t tach  po in ts

(3 )  Induced  (e .9 , ,  co i l i s ion  w i th  debr i s )

c .  Ree l  ing  mechan ism fa i Iu re

(1) Jarnming

(2)  Power  loss

(3)  Over to rque ree l - in

(4) Runaway

d. Deployed-object anomal jes

(1)  In - l ine  lh rus ter  fa i l -o f f

(2 )  NLoS th rus ter  fa  i l  -on

(3) Oynami cs



JSC- 10589

e. Orbiter damage

(1)  Phys ica i  impact  ( t i1es ,  w indows,  SSME/OMS/RCS eng ines)

(2) Tether mechanjsm stow (versus jett ison)

(3)  Mechan ica l  jan  (e .9 . ,  Ku-band an tenna,  PLB doors)

f.  Contingency procedures

(1)  Brake app l  i ca t ion

(2) Motor unpower

I  r ^ " 1 . | 9
\ Y '

(4) Boom jett i  son

(5) Separation maneuvers

Any candidate body of procedures must take into account these and other as
yet undef i  ned concerns.

7 .  1 .4  Reference Mater i  a l

A  number  o f  genera l  re fe rence ar t i c les  a re  ava i lab le  ( f rom wh ich  much o f  rne
mater ja l  jn  th is  sec t ion  has  a l ready  been d i rec t l y  excerp ted) ,  inc )ud ing :

Gu idebook fo r  Ana lvs is  o f  Te ther  App l  i ca t jons ,  Joseph A.  Car ro l l ,  con t rac t
RH4-394049 with I ' lart  i  n-Mari etta (as part of NASA-MSFC contract NASS-35499,
"Study  o f  Se lec ted  Tether  App l  i ca t ions  in  Space" ) ,  March  1985.

r rCont ro l led  Tether  Ex tends  Sate l l i te 's  Orb i ta . l  Range, , ,  V jc to r  l ^ l igo tsky ,
Aerospace Amer ica ,  June 1984,  pp .  34-36 .

"Tether  Propu ls ion , "  Ivan  Bekey  and Pau l  Penzo,  Aerospace Amer . i ca ,  Ju ly
1986 ,  pp .40-43 .

"Tether  App l ica t ions  jn  Space Transpor ta t ion" ,  Joseph A.  Car ro11,  Ac ta
Ast ronaut jca ,  1986,  Vo l .  13  no .  4 ,  pp .  165-174.

Proceedings of NASA/AIAA/PSN "Inlernational Conference on Tethers in Space,"
)eDtemDer l /  -  19.  Lgub.

"Te thers  in  Space:  The Future  Nears , ' '  l , l i l l i am J .  8 road,  N.  Y .  T imes,
January 7, i986.

"Tro l l ing  the  Atmosphere , "  R ichard  OeMeis ,  Aerospace Amenica ,  June 1986,
pp .  16-17 .
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7.2 THEORETICAL CONDITIONS

The stat ics and dynanics of tethered space systems involve malhematical ly
accura te  bu t  in tu i t i ve ly  un fami l  ja r  fea tures .  A  br ie f  summary  o f  the
theore t ica l  bas is  fo r  such fea tures  may he lp  in  apprec ia t ing  the i r
oDerational i  mo I i  cat i  ons.

7 .2 -L  Tens  i  on

In  a  we igh t less  cond i t ion ,  te thered  ob jec ts  a re  un l j ke  ob jec ts  hung on
cab les  under  one g  cond i t ions ,  where  the  fu l l  we igh t  o f  the  ob jec t  j s
supported by the cabie. In orb. i t ,  both tethered objects are near' ly in
s tab le  ba l l j s t i c  t ra jec to r ies ,  and on ' l y  the  d i f fe rence be tween such f ree
trajectories and actual tethered trajectories shows up as tether tension.

Consjder the example of two equa.l  mass objects tethered 10 miles apart.
The i r  c .m.  i s  jn  a  s tab le  o rb i t  w i th  a  known per iod .  For  a  f ree- f l y ing
ob jec t  pass ing  5  mi les  be low th is  sys tem c .m. ,  re la t i ve  mot ion  wou ld  be
approx imate ly  50  mi les  per  REV,  o r  50  f t l s  ( in  accordance w i th  the  "10 : l
ru le  o f  thumb fo r  AH to  la te ra l  separa t ion  ra t ios ) .  The lower  mass ,  then,
is  mov ing  50  f t l s  too  s ' low fo r  a  c i rcu1ar  o rb i t  a t  i t s  a l t i tude ,  bu t  i t  j s
s t i11  mov ing  a t  near ly  25 ,000 f t l s  . rnyway,  so  the  de f ic i t  jn  o rb i t  mot ion  is
a  very  sma11 f rac t ion  (severa i  ten ths  o f  one percent ,  jn  th is  case) ,  and the
weigh t  "hang ing"  on  the  te ther  i s  a  s imi ia r ly  very  sma ' l  I  f rac t ion  o f  the
to ta l  one g  we igh t  o f  the  lower  mass  (a  ha l f - ton  sa te l l i te  ' rou ' ld  jnduce on ly
a  few pounds o f  te ther  tens ion) .  A  ru le  o f  thumb is  lha t  a  f ree-hang ing
te thered sys tem wi l l  exper jence tens ion  equ iva lenr  to  I  percent  o f  the  one g
weigh t  o f  the  ob jec t  per  12  n .  mi .  o f  leng th .

Note :  I f  the  lower  mass ,  5  mi les  be low the  c .m. ,  were  de tached,  i t  wou ld
ac t  exac t ly  as  j f  a  sa te l l i te  lhere  in  c i rcu la r  o rb i t  sudden ly
per fo rmed a  -55  f t l s  AV.  Then j t  wou ld  thus  fa l l  ' i n to  an  orb i t
w i th  oooos i te  end about  33  n .  mi .  lower  wh i le  the  uooer  mass  wou ld
r i se  33  mi les  (v ia  the  o ld  fami l i a r  "2 :1  Ru le "  o f  AV to  AH ra t ios ) ,
Th is  i s  approx imate ly  the  same resu l t  d iscussed under  "momentum
exchange"  app l  i  ca l i  ons .

Grav i ty  g rad ien t  tens ion  js  caused by  a  combina t ion  o f  g rav i ta t jona l  and
cent r i fuga l  fo rces  ( f ig .  7 - l ) .  0ne- th i rd  o f  the  to ta i  fo rce  is  cent r i fuga i ,
due to  the  ROT o f  the  LVLH sys tem in  iner t ia l  space;  two- th i rds  i s  g rav-
j ta t iona l  ,  due to  the  jnverse  square  d iminu t ion  o f  Ear th  g rav i ta t iona l
a t t rac t ion  as  d is tance f rom Ear th  inc reases .

In  1ow Ear th  o rb i t ,  the  magn j tude o f  these e f fec ts  depends on  the  s ize  o f
the  sys tem.  A  ru le  o f  thumb spec i f jes  about  0 .12  1 tg / f t ,  o r  1  Fg  per  8  fee t .
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Over about a foot, the gravity grad.ient forces amount to a lenth of a
mic rogee (essent ia l l y  undetec tab le ) ;  over  the  length  o f  the  Orb i te r  (150
feet),  the grav' i ty gradient forces amount to about 10 microgees (possibly
not iceab le) ;  over  a  te ther  length  o f  5  n .  m i . ,  g rav i ty  g rad ien t  fo rces
amount to several thousand microgees. objects whjch are located that far
f rom the  sys tem c .m.  w i I i  exper ience grav i ty  g rad ien t  acce le ra t ion  f ie lds  o f
tha t  s . i ze .
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Figure  7-1 . -  0 r ig in  o f  "  g rav  i  t y -g rad  i  en t  "  fo rces .
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Prac t jca l  cons idera t jons  he . lp  de f ine  an  Orb i te r -sa te l l i te  range beyond wh ich
grav j ty  g rad ien t  fo rces  can be  re l ied  on  to  sa fe ' l y  ma in ta in  te ther  tens ion .
ins ide  tha t  range,  o ther  techn iques  (such as  in - l jne  th rus ters )  wou ld  be
requ i red  to  na in ta in  tens ion .  For  jn i t ia l  TSS-S s tud ies ,  tha t  range appears
to be approximately 4000 feet. For other tethered payloads, analysis may
produce a d i f ferent range.

7.2.2 Motion

The mot jon  o f  te thered  sys tems has  been ana ly t j ca l l y  s tud jed  in  depth .

Chang ing  the  te lher  length  be tween two end masses  jnduces  a  sys tem t i l t ,  due
to  Cor io l i s  fo rces .  Th js  induced t i l t  se ts  up  a  per iod ic  mot ion  ca l led
l jb ra t ion .  As  w i l l  be  descr jbed be low,  the  reverse  process  is  a lso
poss ib le :  in -p ' lane  l jb ra t ion  can be  damped by  a  jud ic ious  var ia t ion  in
tether reel in and reel out rates.

L jb ra t jon  is  de f jned as  the  cyc l i c  sw ing ing  mot ion  o f  a  te thered  sys tem
re la t j ve  to  the  loca l  ver t j ca ' l  ,  o r  the  sys tem R-BAR.  The fo l low ing
treatment and terminology ' is adapted from Carrol l  (1985).

In -p iane l jb ra t ion  is  measured w i th  an  ang le  the ta  o f  the  te ther  re la t i ve  to
the  sys tem R-8AR.  ou t -o f -p ' lane  I  ib ra t jon  is  measured w i th  the  ang le  ph i ,
aga in  measured as  the  te ther  o r ien ta t ion  re la t i ve  to  

' loca l  
ver t i ca l  .  For

conven ience,  these are  re fe r red  to  as  the ta- l  ib ra t ion  and ph i - l ib ra t ion .

In  the  ex t reme case,  l ib ra t jon  becornes  sp in ,  as  the  sys tem beg ins  a  cen l r i f -
ugal RoT rather than a periodic back-and-forth swing. Such dynarnics have
app l ica t ions  bo th  to  momentum t rans fer  techn iques  and po ten t ia l l y  to  non-
th rus ter  re t r ieva l  techn iques .

Four  aspec ts  o f  l jb ra t ion  behav io r  deserve  no t . i ce :

F i rs t ,  the  res tor ing  fo rces  grow wj th  the  te ther  length ,  so  I  jb ra t . ion
f requenc ies  (a t  1ow anp l  i tudes)  a re  independent  o f  te ther  length .  Thus ,
te ther  sys tems tend to  l ib ra te  "so1 id1y , "  l i ke  a  dumbbe l l ,  ra ther  than w i th
the  te ther  t ry ing  to  sw ing  fas te r  than the  end masses  (as  can be  seen in  the
cha in  on  a  ch i ld ' s  sw ing) .  For  low o rb j t s  a round  Ear th ,  l j b ra t ion  per iods
are  rough ly  an  hour  ( the ta- l ib ra t ion  per iod  is  0 .577 t imes orb i ta l  per iod ;
ph i - l i b ra t ion  per iod  i s  0 .5  t imes  o rb j ta l  pe r iod ) ,  and  inc rease  i f  amp l i tude
is  very  1arge.

Second,  te thered  masses  wou ld  be  in  f ree- fa l l  except  fo r  the  te ther ,  so  the
sensed acce le ra t jon  is  a lways  a long the  te ther .

Th i rd ,  the  ax ia l  fo rce  can become negat ive  fo r  ex t reme swings  (ph i  >  60 ' ,  o r
near  ends  o f  re t rograde in -p1ane swings  where  the ta  >  66 ' ) ,  and th is  may
cause prob lems un less  the  te ther  j s  re jeased,  o r  re t r ieved a t  an  adequate
ra te  to  p revent  s lackness  (o r  i f  the  ob jec ts  have ac t . i ve  in - l ine  th rus ters ) .
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Four th ,  a l though the ta- l ib ra t ion  is  no t  c lose  to  resonance w j th  any
s ign i f j can t  d r iv ing  fo rces ,  ph i - l ib ra t ion  js  jn  resonance w ' i th  severa l  ,  such
as out-of-plane components of aerodynamic forces ( in nonequatorial orbits
that see dif ferent air dens' i ty . in northward and southward passes), or
electrodynamic forces ( i f  tether currents varying at the orbital frequency
are  used) .  There  are  l im i ts  to  the  e f fec t  o f  such weak bu t  pers is ten t
fo rces ,  bu t  these l im i ts  a re ,  jn  most  cases ,  qu i te  h igh .  Fur ther ,  when a
sys tem is  in  an  eccent r j c  o rb i t .  var ia t ions  in  o rb i ta l  ra te  cause l jb ra t ions
which  in  tu rn  exer t  per iod ic  to rques  on  an  in i t ja l l y  un i fo rmly - ro ta t ing
ob jec t ,  and in  h igh ly  eccent r j c  o rb i ts  th is  can soon induce tumbl ing .

Besides l  ibrat ion, other dynamic features of tethered systems are tether
osc i l la t ions  ( " long i tud ina i "  o r  leng th-w ise ,  and , , t ransverse t r  o r  c rosswise ,
bo th  jn  p lane and ou t  o f  p lane) ,  and end mass a t t i tude  osc i l la t ions  (p i tch
and ro l l  mot jon  is  ca l led  "pendu lous  rno t ion , , '  and  yaw mot ion  is  jus t  sp in -
around-  the-  te ther  ax is ) .

Six contro. l  methods have been described jn the l j terature. They are:
tens ion  var ia t ion  v ia  ree l  commanding ;  ma in  ob jec t  th rus t ing ;  dep loyed
object thrusters; movable mass on tether; st i f f  tether and movab.le boom:
aerodynamic effects. 0n1y the f i rst three appear practjcal in the early
years of STS/stat ion tethered operations.

L ib ra t ion  damping  js  done by  pay ing  ou t  the  te ther  when the  tens ion  is
grea ter  than usua l  and re t r jev ing  j t  a t  o ther  t imes.  Th is  absorbs  energy
f ro rn  the  I ib ra t ion .  In -p1ane l ib ra t ion  causes  la rge  var ia t ions  in  tens jon
(due to  Cor io l j s  e f fec t ) ,  so  such , ,yo-yo , ,  maneuvers  can damp in -p lane
l jb ra t ions  qu ick ly .  Cont ro l  o f  ou t -o f -p1ane l ib ra t ion  w i th  th js  techn ique
is  more  d i f f i cu l t .  Te ther  osc i l ld t ions  can a lso  be  damped by  use  o f  th js
techn ique.  Reversa l  o f  these techn. iques  is  poss ib le  so  tha t  l ib ra t ion  can
be "pumped"  ra ther  than "damDed. "

Although these long-period effects may dominate tethered rnot. ion when the
sate l l j te  j s  fu l l y  o r  near ly  ex tended,  and spec ia ' l  con t ro l  p rocedures  must
be  de f ined and va l ida ted ,  dur ing  the  more  dynamic  phases  ( in i t ia l  dep loy  and
f ina l  re t r ieve) ,  the  t ime per iod  js  b r ie f  enough tha t  such per jod jc  e f fec ts
are  en t i re ly  masked by  loca l  o rb i te r -spec i f i c  dynamics .

7.3 TYPICAL HAR[)I, IARE

A wide variety of candidate hardware
te thered miss ions  now be ing  p lanned.
to describe typica l  hardware.

is  under  deve lopment  fo r  the  var jous
The fo l low ing  d iscuss ion  i s  on ly  meant

7  .3 . I  Orb . i te r -Sate l  I  i te  Connect ion

The 0rbiter dnd the tethered satel l i te are connected by a phys.ical tether
(sec t ion  7 .3 .1 .1 )  and poss ib ly  by  one or  more  in - l ine  a t teh tua t ion
mechan i  sms (sec t ion  7  .3 . I .2 )  .

1 1
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7 .3 .1 .1  Te ther

Eoth conducting and nonconducting tethers are under development, selected
either for pure support or for electromagnetic experi mentat i  on.

Candidate tether configurations either have no covering or have jackets of
Tef lon ,  Kev la r ,  o r  Nomex bra jd .  0 iameters  range f rom 0 .065 to  0 .100 jnches .
The Kev la r  (a rarn id )  te ther  exh ib i ts  a  very  h igh  s t rength  - to -we i  g  h t  ra t io ,  a
wide  opera t ing  range o f  -148 '  to  392"  F ,  and good mechan ica l  fa t igue
DroDert i  es -

Typ ica l  te ther  we igh ts  run  f rom 2  to  6 lb  per  k f t  fo r  b reak ing  s t rength 'o f
400 to 600 lb.

An a t t rac t i ve  mater ia l  fo r  qu ick  sa te l l i te  dep loyments  i s  SPECTRA-1000.
Such a  te ther  wou ld  be  0 .030 inches  in  d iameter ,  we igh ing  0 .2  1b  per  k f t ,
w i th  a  150- lb  b reak ing  s t rength .  I t  me l ts  a t  300 '  F  and has  no  long- le r rn
res is tance to  u l t rav io le t  rad ia t ion  and a tomic  oxygen eros ion ,  bu t  fo r
shor t - te rm miss ions  i l  p rov ides  10  t imes the  car ry ing  capac i ty  per  l ine
we igh t  as  does  KevIar .

Two types  o f  te ther  s t re tch  are  o f  concern :  e las t i c  and de formab le .  E las t ic
s t re tch  lengthens  the  te ther  under  tens ion ,  bu t  d isappears  under  re laxa t ion ;
de fornab le  s t re tch  is  permanent  a l te ra t ion  o f  l jne  length .

E las t ic  s t re tch  causes  dynamic  mot ion  o f  the  sa te l  l j te ,  bo th  jn  a t t . i tude  and
long i tud jna l  l y  a long the  te ther .  l t  damps ou t  tens ion  excurs ions  caused by
Orb j te r  mot ion  ( i f  un in ten t iona l  excurs ions ,  th i s  i s  a  bene f i t ;  j f
de l jbera te  excurs ions  fo r  con t ro l ,  th js  j s  a  d rawback) .  As  a  mechan ism fo r
energy  s to rage,  i t  can  jmpar t  energy  to  the  sa te ' l  l i te  in  undes i red  and
unexpecled ways.

Deformable stretch js of concern in terms of measured length, as the tether
is being retr ieved. The "dep' loyed length" parameter computed by the
dep loyer  mechan ism may reach zero  wh i le  a  s ign i f i can t  amount  o f  s t re tched
te the  is  s t i ' l  1  dep loyed.  I f  th is  pararne ter  j s  to  be  used . in  computa t . ions
for 

' l  
ibrat ion control or as a cue for crew procedures, there must be a means

of  ca l jb ra t jng  i t  aga ins t  some o ther  range de terminator  (e .9 . ,  radar  o r  CCTV
t r iangu la t ion)  and then en ter ing  a  cor rec t ive  o f fse t  va lue .

7  .3 . I .2  A t tenuat  ion  l '4echan isms

Por t ions  o f  the  Orb i te r /sa te l l  j te  connector  may be  shock  a t tenuat jon
s t ruc ture ,  e i ther  one- t ime (s t re tchab le / f rang ib le  te ther )  o r  cyc l i c  (spr ingy
te ther ) .  A  proper ty  known as  " loss iness"  (where  de format ion  occurs  a t  a
cost in work done) would be a useful characterist ic of boom- tether-pay l  oad
cor rec t ion  mechan isms;  "1ossy"  s t ruc tu res  cou ld  absorb  and so f ten  tens ion
je rks .
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7.3 .2  0eo loy-0n l  v  Hardware

Simple  te ther  sys tems wh jch  do  no t  env isage re t r ieva l  can  pay  ou t  the  te ther
from the deployed satel l  i te. One such near-term system . is the PMG on
Hi tchh iker  G2.  The te ther  i s  pu l1ed ou t  o f  a  dep loyer  assembly  on  the
sate l l j te  as  the  sa te l l i te  depar ts  w ' i th  j t s  own momentum.  Any  snag w i l l
cause the  te ther /o rb i te r  a t tach  p lug  to  pu l l ;  a t  the  end
dep loy ,  the  p lug  w i l l  a l so  nomina l l y  pu i1 .  Sc ience  da ta

ot
l s

the p 1 anned
taken on  ly

dur i  ng  the  ree l -ou t  per iod .

More  advanced vers jons  o f  th js  sys tem env isage s tab le  s ta t jonkeep ing  a t  fu l I
te ther  ex tens jon .  In  such cases ,  the  0rb i te r / te rher  connect ion  must  be
de l ibera te ly  cu t  a t  the  end o f  te thered  opera t ions  (severa l  REV's ) .  Snagged
te ther  dur ing  dep loy ,  o r  dep loyment  mechan jsm jan ,  must  s t i l l  resu l t  in
immedia te  o rb i te r / te ther  separa t ion  and a  subsequent  0 rb i te r /sa te j l i te  sa fe
separa t ion  w i thout  Orb i te r  mdneuver .

7 .3 .3  [ ]  eo  I  o  v /Ret r  i  eve  Hardware

When tethered objects are to be deployed and then retr ieved, much more
complex  sys tems are  requ i red .  These can jnvo lve  un fur lab le  boom s t ruc tures .
ree ls  and motors ,  and cor respond ing  mon i to r /con t ro l  mechan isms.

7 .  3 .  3 .  I  Booms

For  the  TSS,  a  la t t i ce  dep loyrnent  boom was chosen,  ra ther  than a  te lescop ing
or . fu r lab le  des ign ,  because o f  inherent ly  g rea ter  s t rength  and damping .
Th is  i s  des igned as  a  jo in ted  non-cont inuous  longeron boom,  and js  ex ienoeo
and retracted through a motor-drjven nut at the canister ou et.

Shou ld  the  boom and can is te r  assembly  need to  be  je t t i soned f rom j ts  p r imary
suppor t  t russ ,  pyro  nu ts  a re  re ' leased and th ree  cons tan t - fo rce  l jnear  spr ing
motors  g ive  a  60- lb  push over  80  inches  o f  t rave l  on  t racks  jn  the  suDpor t
t russ .  There  is  a lso  a  redundant  pyro-opera ted  te ther  cu t te r  fo r  th is
cont ingency .  A  te ther  cu t te r  j s  a lso  ins ta l led  on  t .he  uDDer  boom mechan ism
for  s imp le  te ther  gu i ' l  l o t jne .

The sa te l l i te  dock ing  cone a t  the  top  o f  the  boom cons is ts  o f  a  c i rcu la r
suppor t  covered w i th  0 .2 - in . - th jck  Tef lon  fe l t ,  and fas tened to  a  tubu ' la r ,
s t ruc tu ra l l y  suppor ted  f rame.  The boom permj ts  dock ing  the  sa te l l i te  a t  an
ang le  o f  20" .  The en t i re  upper  boom mechan ism mounts  on  a  contac t  ba l l
bear ing  tha t  a l . lows t180 '  ro ta t ion ,  powered by  a  gear  motor ,  to  a l ign  the
aerodynamjc  boom for  sa te l l i te  re inser t ion  in to  the  pLB.

7 -3.3.2 Reel l '1o tors

The TSS ree l  d r ive ,  wh ich  s to res  the  te ther ,  i s  powered by  a  b rush ' less ,  3 -
phase,  5 -horsepo$/er  e lec t r i ca l l y -commuted samar ium coba l t  dc  rno tor .  The
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motor operates over a dynamic range of 10 rpm to
45 f t - tb .
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1000 rpm at torques up to
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F igure  7 -2 . -  L ine - tens ion  techn iques .

7 .3 .4  Gener ic  Te thered 0b iec t  Svs tems

A generic tethered object may possess a wide varjety of operational
capab i l i t ies ,  based on  d i f fe ren t  types  o f  hardware .

7 .3 .4 .L  L ine  Tens ion  Mechan isms

The most straightforward technique for maintain. ing short-range tether
tension is for the tethered object to act ivate thrusters pointed down the
te ther .  S ince  the  p lume js  d i rec t l y  jn to  the  0rb i te r  pay load bay ,  most
techno iog ies  are  ru led  ou t  on  contaminat ion  grounds,  bu t  n i t rogen gas  is
ful iy acceptab.le and has suff jcient perfornance. The TSS-S has two
thrus ters  o f  Z-newton fo rce  (0 .45  lb )  each.  They  are  cont ro l led  over  the  RF
l ink  by  c rew inputs  to  a  pay load-spec i f i c  SPEC.

Another  cand ida te  techn ique fo r  ma in ta jn ing  sa te l l j te  tens ion  aga ins t  a
tether js use of another tethered object, a deployed mass at the end of a
5-  to  10 ,000- f t  te ther  wh ich  pu l l s  the  main  pay ioad ou t  ( l . i ke  a  d rogue
chute) ,  and majn ta ins  tens jon  dur ing  re t r ieva l  ( f ig .  7 -2) .  pos t re t i . ieva l  ,
th js  mass  is  je t t i soned.  Th is  i s  the  so-ca l  led  r rqnaca anchor - ,1

TH I P,D-I4ASS
DEPLOYI,lEIIT
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.1 I

o
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I
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7.3 .4 .2  0 ther  A t t i tude /Trans l  a t  ion  Capab i i i t y

Tens ion  on  the  te ther  a t tach  po in t  on  the  sa te l l i te  can be  counted  on  to
main ta jn  sa te l l  j te  ro l I  and p i tch  ang les  w i th in  smal l  deadbands.  However ,
the  te ther  exer ts  no  fo rce  . in  the  sa te l l i te  yaw ax is  ( ro l l  about  the
0rb i te r -sa te l l ' i te  l ine) ,  so  some means o f  ac t i ve  yaw cont ro l  may be  requ j red
both  fo r  sa te l l i te  po in t ing  and to  p revent  excess jve  le ther  tw is t jng .

To ass is t  in  ma in ta in ing  Orb i te r -sa te l l i te  re la t i ve  s tab i l i t y ,  a  te thered
sate l l  i te  may a lso  possess  t rans la t jon  th rus ters  fo r  bo th  in -p1ane (para l1e1
to  Orb j te r  X  ax is )  and ou t -o f -p1ane (para i1e1 to  Orb i te r  Y  ax is )  maneuvers .
In  the  event  o f  s ign i f i can t  sa te l l i te  ro l l /p j t ch  dev ia t ions ,  however ,  use  o f
such sa te l l i te  th rus ters  can s ign i f i can t ly  impact  te ther  tens ion .  I ' l h j le
t rans la t ing  the  sa te l l i te  i s  a  much more  economica l  techn ique than
t rans la t ing  the  Orb i te r ,  there  rena in  opera t iona l  and t ra in ing  concerns
about  the  prac t ica l  i t y  o f  such a  techn ique.

7 .3 .4 .3  Radar /0p t i ca1  V is ib j l i t y  Enhancement

[ )ue  to  po ten t ia l  te ther - induced radar  degradat ion  ( in  the  case o f  e lec t r i -
ca l l y  conduct ing  te thers ) ,  the  p lacernent  o f  radar  enhancement  dev ices  on
te thered ob jec ts  may be  h igh ly  des ' i rab le .  I f  radar  TRK th roughout  the
depioyed phase is deemed mandatory, use of an active transponder may be
cons i  dered .

V is ib i l j t y  o f  the  sa te l l i t e ,  espec ia l ] y  a t  n igh t ,  may  be  a  sa fe ty  j ssue  fo r
c lose  opera t ions ,  espec ia i  l y  w i th in  the  range where  grav i ty  g rad ien t  fo rces
can no  longer  be  re l jed  on  to  ma in ta in  tens ion .  A t  n igh t  and w i th  radar
fa i ied ,  i f  there  are  no  o ther  sensors  capab ie  o f  ver i f y ing  sa fe  Orb j te r -
sa te l l i te  separa t ion  and ra tes ,  te ther  gu i I lo t ine  and orb ' i te r  separa t ion  may
be the  on ly  sa fe  op t ion .  Hence,  e i ther  h  i  gh-  per fo rmance re f lec to rs  o r
sa te ' l  l i te -mounted  l igh ts  (even long-per iod  s t robes)  may be  a t  leas t  h igh ly
des i rab Ie -

A l though vo lume XIV o f  the  Pay load Accomodat ions  Document  on ly  spec i f ies  PL
v is ib i l j t y  to  1000 fee t ,  an  unreso lved issue w j th  te thered  sys tems is
whether  the  te lher  i t se l f  be  cons idered par t  o f  the  PL.  I f  so ,  vo lume XIV' lays 

out the requirement that the f . i rst 1000 feet of the deployed tether be
v is ib le .  no  mat te r  how fa r  ou t  the  ac tua l  sa te l l i te  i s .  Th is  i ssue must  be
reso lved on  a  case-by-case bas is .

Techn iques  to  enhance v is jb i l i t y  o f  the  te ther  i t se l f  (par t i cu la r ly  the
segment  c loses t  to  the  sa te l l i te ,  fo r  severa ' l  hundred fee t ,  e i ther  in
en t i re ty  o r  po in tw ise)  may be  examined;  such v is ib i l i t y  may s ign i f i can t ly
enhance the  ease and conf jdence o f  c rew procedures  dur ing  jn i t ia l  dep loy  and
f  ina l  re t r ieve  opera t ions .
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7  .3 .4 .4  Ree l  s

A l though the  most  common des ign  invo lves  a  te thered  sa te l l i te  a t tached
permanently to the far end of the tether, there are concepts jn which the
sate l l j te  i t se i f  may ree l  jn  the  te ther ,  e i ther  to  s to re  i t  onboard  or  to
dep loy  . i t  ou t  the  o ther  end ( i .e . ,  the  sa te l ' l  i te  "c rawls"  up  the  te ther
leav ing  i t  hang ing  f ree  beneath  i t )  .

7 .3 .4 .5  Ground ing  Dev i  ce

For  e lec t ro -dynamic  app l i ca t ions ,  the  e lec t r i ca l  c i rcu i t  must  be  c losed 'by
"ground ing"  the  ends  o f  the  te ther  in to  the  ionosphere ,  bo th  a t  the  orb i te r
end and at the satel l  i te end. This can be done with an electron qun or a
ho l low ca thode.

7 .3 .5  Tvp ica l  Te thered Pav l  oads

A wide variety of tethered objects is already under development or advanced
des ign .  These are  typ ica l :

a .  Te thered Sate l l i te  Sys tem (TSS)

The TSS is  a  1100-pound,  S- f t -d iameter  spacecra f t  bu i l t  by  Aer i ta l  ia  in
I ta ly ,  under  management  o f  the  I ta l ian  Counc i l  fo r  Nat iona ' i  Research .

b. Plasma Motor-Generalor (PMG)

Planned fo r  use  w i th  the  H i tchh iker  G2 pay ioad.  Deta i l s  TBS.
Has 200-meter tether, not retr ieved.

c .  K ine t ic  Iso la t ion  Tether  Exper iment  (K ITE)

Involves 1-ton payload (SPARTAN-c1ass or actual nrodif jed SPARTAN spacecraft)
to  range  o f  l  to  5  k i l omete rs  (0 .5  to  2 .5  n .  m i . ,  o r  3000  to  15 ,000  f t ) ,  i n
stable grav i  ty-grad j  ent att i tude. In study phase on1y.

d .  Sma11 Expendab le  Oep loyment  Sys tem (SEDS)

Th is  dernons t ra t ion  exper iment  invo lves  a  basketba l l -s jze  dep loyer  and an
0.030- inch  te ther ,  10  n .  mi .  long ,  we igh ing  about  20  1b .  The sys tem is
designed to deploy a payload of up to I  to L-l /Z tons; after deployment, the
te ther  j s  je t t i  soned.

7 -r2



JSC- 10589

7.4 INTERFACE/IMPACTS TO STS

0perating a tethered object from the Orbiter can be expected to have
signif jcant impacts on many normal operating procedures, sometimes requir jng
major  p rocedura l  changes or  add j t ions .

The primary impact of tethered objects wil l  probably be from the enforced
at t i tude  ho ids  requ i red  dur ing  the  dep loyed phase;  these a t t j tudes  w i l l  p ro -
bably be either -Z toward or away from center of Earth. Impacts may jnclude
the fol l  owi ng:

7 .4 .1  oAP

The constant torque from the tether tension can have signif icant impacts on
at t i tude  cont ro l ,  even i f  the  0rb i te r  i s  a l lowed to  reach an  equ i l ib r ium
at t i tude  w i th  the  dep loyed te ther .  The sys tem monents  o f  iner t ia  w i l l  be
changed in several axes. The TSS-D torque wil l  exert a contro' l  l ing force in
r011,  and to  a  less  ex ten t  in  p i tch ,  wh i le  yaw DB must  a lso  be  main ta jned.
Examinat ion  o f  th is  i ssue by  appropr ia te  gu idance,  NAV,  and cont ro l  ana lys ts
has not yet been undertaken.

7 .4 .2  Ku-Band Radar

Tes t ing  a t  | . lh j te  Sands jn  1986 ind jca ted  tha t  e lec t r i ca l l y -conduct ing
te thers  have a  s ign i f i can t  negat ive  impact  on  RR TRK ab i l i t y  ( th is  was
ant ic ipa ted  on  theore t ica l  g rounds) .  Forvard  sca t te r ing  o f  the  radar  pu ise
down the  te ther  seems to  su f f i c ien t ly  de focus  the  pu lse  so  thd t  the  re tu rn
echo is weakened; the effect reduces the apparent radar cross sectjon of rne
te thered ob jec t .  Th is  may have impacts  fo r  jn i t ia ' i  RR acqu is i t ion  dur ing
retr i  eva I .

7 .  4 .3  F l  iqh t  Dvnamics

As a  te thered sa te l l i te  ob jec t  i s  dep loyed
sate l l j te  sys tem cont inues  to  o rb i t  Ear th
by the c.m. of the whole system. However,
be TRK the 0rbiter on1y, and can be offset
Orb i te r "  by  a  s ' ign i f  i can t  amount .  For  the
offset can amount to several hundred feet,
thousand feet downtrack error per REV. SV
offset effect into accou nt.

to great range, the Orbiter/
in  a  pa th  essent ia l l y  de termined
both ground and onboard NAV wi l  l
f rom the  t rue  "  (who1e-sys tem)
TSS a t  20-mi  le  range,  th is  c .m.
which corresponds to several
management  must  take  th is  c .m.

7 .4 .4  IMU A l  i  qnment .s

Rest r i c ted  a t t j tudes  w i l l  requ i re  use
compl ica t ions  ar ise  f rom the  spec i f i c
deploys place the -Z STRK toward Earth
sa te l l j te  cont inuous ly  in  the  -Z  STRK

of  TGT's  o f  oppor tun i ty .  Fur ther
nature of the required att i tude: down-
and up-dep' loys may st j  l ' l  have the

FOV (at a range of 20 n. mi. the TSS-S
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br igh tness  in  te rms o f  s te l la r  magn i tude shou ld  be  be tween 0  and -2 ,  in
day l igh t ) ;  in  e i ther  case,  the  -Y  STRK is  po in ted  near iy  hor izon ta l  ,
although there should be a narrow safe-operating range fol i ts use. Two
stars of opportunity should be avaj lable through the -Y STRK for such
a l  i  gnments .

7 .4 .5  M. ic roqrav  i  t v  E f fec ts

At  max imum ex tens ion  o f  a  subs tan t ia l l y -s ized  te thered ob jec t ,  s ign i f i can l
mic rograv i ty  acce le ra t ion  w i1 l  be  exper ienced in  the  orb i te r  in  the  +Z
( "down")  d i rec t ion .  The TSS a t  20  n .  rn i .  w j l l  move the  0rb i te r /sa te l l i te
system c.g. out above the orbiter by several hundred feet, jnducing a micro-
grav i ty  f ie ld  o f  severa l  tens  o f  mic rogees ins ide  the  Orb i te r .  l . lh j le  no t
imrned ia te ly  no t iceab le ,  such a  f je ld  wou ld  cause any  f ree- f loa t jng  ob jec ts
to  " fa l l "  to  the  f loor  w i th in  a  minu te  o r  two ( th is  nay  impact  c rew hab i t -
ab i l  i t y )  ,  w i l l  cause a l l  f lu ids  to  se t t le ,  and can jnduce convec t ive  cur -
ren ts  jn  the  a tmosphere  and o ther  f lu ids  (depend ing  on  d i f fe ren t ia l  heat -
ing ) .  Th is  f j e ld  can  las t  on  the  o rder  o f  a  fu l l day ,  under  cu r ren t  p lans .
Proper  f lu id  feed in  oMS/RCS,  fue l  ce11s ,  and o ther  sys tems may be  a f fec ted ;
the induced weak convective effects in the cab.in atmosphere may impact cool-
ing .  As  a  f i rs t  approx imat ion ,  no  ser ious  mal func t ion ing  migh t  be  expec ted
s ince  the  acce ' le ra t ion  js  in  the  same d i rec t ion  as  dur ing  en t ry  and land ing ;
however, the very iong t ime jnterval of the accelerat ion may introduce unex-
pec ted  e f fec ts .  Ser ious  sys tems ana lys is  o f  th is  j ssue is  ye t  to  be  under -
taken.  I t  shou ld  be  no ted  tha l  such fo rces  a l ready  ex is t  w i th in  the  0rb i te r
due to j ts large dimensions (the crew compartment js about 50 feet from the
OrDi te r  c .g . ) ,  bu t  the  techer - induced fo rces  w i ' l  1  be  severa l  t imes as  la rge
and in  another  ax is .

7.5 GROUNDRULES, ASSUMPTIONS, AND CONSTRAINTS

7.5 .1  Ded ica ted  Crew S ize  -  In i t i a l  OPS

Anaiysis by CB indicates that four dedicated crewmembers are needed for
in i t ia l  dynamic  te ther  mjss ion  phases :  one MS js  a t  the  PLT s ta t ion
operating SPEC's; another l ' ' lS is performing photodocumentat j  on at the aft
r igh t  s ta t ion ;  the  PLT is  a t  the  a f t  le f t  s ta t ion  per fo rming  the  ac tua l
f l y ing ;  the  CDR is  a t  the  C[ )R s ta t ion  coord ina t ing ,  and prepar ing  fo r
cont ingency  opera t ions  such as  gu i l lo t ine  and separa l ion .  Conce ivab ly ,  a
TSS PS cou ld  a lso  be  present  as  an  observer .

7 .5 -?  Ded ica ted  Crew S ize  -  Mature  OPS

Regu lar  te ther  opera t ions ,  once su f f j c ien t  exper ience has  been accumula ted ,
nay be performed with three or even two dedicated crewmenbers.
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7.6 SPECIAL t)ISPLAYS/CONTROLS

Unique fea tures  o f  te thered  opera t ions  requ i re  spec ia l l y -des igned mon i to r ing
too ls  and techn iques .  These can invo lve  s tandard  RNDZ i tems such as  SPEC
func t ions ,  CCTV sys tems,  and cab in  too ls  such as  rang ing  ru le rs .

7  .6 . I  Crew 0 i  so lavs

Our ing  1986 SES TSS runs ,  a  un ique pseudo-SPEC func t ion  was des igned fo r
"TSS Cont ro l , "  and i t  was  arb i t ra r i1y  des ignated  "SPEC 50" ;  th is  number  and
the  en t i re  d isp lay  de f jn i t ion  was un ique to  the  SES.  Parameters  ava i lab le
on the SPEC 50 d.isplay included RR range and range rate, in-p1ane and out-
of-p' lane angles and angle rates, and NLOS ft ls rates, tether length and
length rate (measured by the TSS-0 mechanism), etc. The displayed radar
range was approximately 75 feet higher than the lether length because of
geonet r i c  fac to rs .  S ign i f i can t  ins igh ts  were  ob ta ined jn to  the  des i rab le
fea tures  o f  the  rea l  ,  s t i l l - to -be-def ined "TSS Cont ro l "  5PEC.  Two d isp ' lays ,
one fo r  sys lems and one fo r  dynamics ,  were  eventua l l y  deve ' loped ( f ig .  7 -3) .
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Enough requirements were developed to raise the issue of creating two TSS
crew displays, one for TSS-S/D systems and the other devoted to TSS
dynamics. The forrner would include a substantial body of st i l l -undefined
TS5-0 parameters, as well  as TS5-S systems monitoring and reel controls.

The Ia t te r  wou ld  d jsp lay  da ta  needed immedia te ly  a t  the  a f t  c rew s ta t ion  by
the crewmember performing the f lying and would be the basis for design of a
gener ic  te ther  dynamics  SPEC fo r  any  app l ica t ion  to  te thered  opera t jons .

0n  the  TSS DYNAMICS d isp lay ,  the  c rew shou ld  have the  op t ion  o f  en ter ing  a
length bias to correct for tether stretch during dep' loy; at a set range
measured both by radar and by TSS-S angular sjze in the CCTV, the measur'ed
length should be observed, and the necessary bias consequently computed and
entered .

l l i th a correct length and length rate, t  i  me-to-berth i  ng should be computed
and d isp layed . in  MM:SS.  Th is  was s imu la ted  a t  the  SES by  se t t ing  a  count -
down clock based on known run duration, and i t  was found to be extremeiy
usefu l  dur ing  the  te rmina l  phase in  es t imat ing  cor rec t ive  f i r ings  requ i red
and jn avo' id i  ng overcorrection.

TSS-S a t t i tudes  must  be  d isp layab le  in  an  Orb i te r  re la t i ve  f rame as  we l l  as
LVLH, so that proper berthing al ignment can be noted.

7.6.2 Speci a' l  CCTV Arranqement

For  1986 SES TSS runs ,  a  spec ia l  CCTV ar rangement  spec i f ied  tha t  two CCTV's
be p laced on  the  TSS-D pa11et ,  near  the  PLB d t tachment  po in ts  on  the  r igh t
and le f t  s . ide .  Each camera  was a1  igned lo  look  up  pas t  the  boom t ip  towards
the TSS-S, and the two views were mult iplexed onto monitor l  at the aft crew
sta t ion  to  p rov ide  a  pseudo-s te reo  representa t ion  ( f ig .  7 -4) .  Th is
techn ique prov ided superb  cues  to  TSS-S/boom re la t i ve  pos i t jon  and ra tes ,
espec ia l1y  in  the  f ina i  s tages  o f  the  re t r ieva ' l  .

7 .6 .3  Ranq inq  Ru I  e rs

The symmetry of the TSS-S lends i tself  wel l  to use of CCTV . image size
subtended angle as a backup range determinator, as done on other PROX OPS
miss ions .  Trad j t iona l  " rang ing  ru le rs"  (wh ich  when p laced over  lhe  max-zoom
image of the TSS-S on the aft f  l . ight deck monitor provide a usable range
ind ica t ion)  have been produced and u t i l i zed  success fu l1y ;  a  spec ia l  s te reo
ranging ruler, used to measure the center-to-center distance on the muxed
view, was also tested and proved to be useful in ranges of under 200 feet.
Both  o f  these range de terminator  techn iques  are  h . igh ly  des i rab le  because o f
nomina l  loss  o f  RR range a t  c lose  ranges and an  unpred ic tab le  b ias  on
the tether length measurement (as measured by the deployer mechanism) due to
te ther  s t re tch  dur ing  the  dep loy  per iod  (a t  f ina l  ber th ing ,  the  " length ' '
measurement may be reading negative by tens, j f  not hundreds of feet).
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(b) l tuxed vie* of
DOOm and 155-  5
nea r l y  be r thed ,

(a) Vl6r tron orgblter nos6

Figure 7-4.- CCTV arrangement /TSS-0 boom/pallet.

7 .7  CANDIOATE PROCEDURES

Ear ly  theore t ica l  cons idera t jons  and feas ib i l i t y  assessment  have genera ted
several candidate procedures for tethered operations. No ver. i f  . ied
procedures  ex js t  fo r  any  miss ion  phase a t  th is  t ime.

7 .7 .1  Deo  I  ov

As d jscussed by  Car ro l l  (1985) ,  there  are  severa l  d i f fe ren t  theore t jca l
deploynent techniques. Two are shown jn f igure 7-5.

In  bo th  cases ,  the  ' in i t ia l  dep ioyment  j s  done w i th  th rus t ing  or  a  la rge
DOOm.

In  the  f j rs t  case ( le f t ) ,  the  te ther  i s  pa id  ou t  under  tens ion  s l igh  y  less
than the  equ i l ib r iun  tens ion  leve l  fo r  tha t  te ther  lenqth-  The te iher  i s
s l igh t ly  t i l ted  away f ro rn  ver t j ca l  dur ing  dep loyment  (upper  ob jec t  t ra i l ing
a long V-BAR)  and l jb ra tes  s l igh t ly  a f te r  dep loyment  i s  comple te .

In  the  o ther  case,  a f te r  the  in i t ia l  near -ver t i ca l  seDara t ion  ( to  about  2
percent  o f  the  fu l l  te ther  length) ,  the  two end masses  are  a l lowed to  d r i f t
apar t  in  near - f ree- fa l l ,  w i th  very  low but  con t ro l led  tens jon  on  the  te ther .
Jus t  under  one orb i t  1a ter ,  the  te the l i s  a lmost  a l l  dep loyed and the  range
ra te  decreases  to  a  min imum due to  o rb j ta l  mechan ics  e f fec ts .  Thrus t ing  or
tether braking is used to cushjon the end of deployment and prevent end mass
reco i l .  Then the  te ther  sys tem beg ins  a  la rge-ampl j tude prograde swing
towards  lhe  ver t i ca l  ,  dur ing  wh ich  h igh  te ther  tens jon  occurs .

' l  
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Figure  7-5 .  -  Dep loyment  techn ique

In both cases, the angular momentum transferred from one mass to the other
is  s imp iy  the  in tegra l  over  l ime o f  the  rad ius  t imes the  hor izon ta l
component  o f  te ther  tens jon .  In  one case,  t rans fer  occurs  main ly  dur ing
dep loyment ;  in  the  o ther  case,  i t  occurs  main ly  dur ing  the  l ib ra t ' ion  a f te r
dep l  oyment.

An intermediate strategy, deployrnent under moderate tension, has also been
inves t iga ted .  However ,  th is  techn ique resu l ts  in  very  h igh  dep loyment
ve loc i t ies  and la rge  ro ta t ing  masses .  I t  a lso  requ i res  power fu l  b rakes  and
a more massive tether than required by the other two techniques.

Cor io l j s  fo rces  can cause a  la rge  bowing o f  the  te ther  dur ing  dep loyment  o f
l igh t  pay loads .  A t .  low a l t i tudes ,  aerodynamic  d rag  can have a  s imi la r
effect.

7 .7 .2  S ta t i  onkeeo i  nq

The prinary control mechanism for distant tethered objects wil l  probably be
reel inlout operations, supplemented by thrusters on the object and on the
0rbiter. Secondary effects can be generated by use of the moment arm
prov ided by  a  long boom (such as  the  TSS-D) .

Oeta i l s  remain  undef ined un t i l  nore  rea l i s t i c  ana lys is  and s imu la t ions  are
comp I eted .

xo.-e tjf ! --J
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7 .7  .3  Nomi  na  l  Detach

Many in te res t ing  app l ica t ions  invo lve  per fo rming  a  hang jng  re lease o f  a
tethered object (f ig. 7-6) in order to transfer momentum from a primary body
to  a  smal le r  one ( resu l t ing  in  t rans fer  to  a  h igher  o r  lower  o rb i t ,  as
des i red) .  The te ther  (and ree l )  may e i ther  be  on  the  pr imary  body  and be
retr ieved for reuse or on the reieased body.

For two tethered objects at distance L, release of the tether causes a
growing  separa t ion .  A f te r  ha l f  an  orb i t ,  tha t  separa t ion  o f  o rb i ts  reaches  a
d is tance o f  7  t imes L  (phys ica l  separa t ' ion  w j l l  be  grea ter  s ince  the  lower
ob jec t  w i l l  a lso  be  subs tan t ia l l y  fu r ther  ahead due to  o rb i ta l  mot ion ,  by
about 20 t. imes L).
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Figure  7-6 .  -  Hang ing  re Iease.

swing ing  re ' lease ( f ig .  7 -7) ,  tha t  o rb i t  separa t ion  can
14 L ;  fo r  spun or  w inched re leases ,  i t  can  be  grea ter
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Car ro l l  (1986)  g ives  an  approx ' imat ion  fo r  ach jevab le  hang ing  re lease lV  ( in
LEO, with the deployed object mass much less than the nain object mass) as:

AV = k Vc SQRT (telher mass x end masses sum / end masses product)

where Vc = 2300 ft ls for Kevlar, 3300 to 3800 ft ls for advanced materials
andk=  1  fo r  sp inn ing  opera t ions

1.  15  fo r  hang. ing  re leases
L.2  fo r  sw ' ing  i  ng  re leases
1.4  fo r  w inch ing  opera t  i  ons

Note  tha t  the  AV is  a  func t ion  o f  te ther  mass ,  no t  leng th  (a  more  mass jve
te ther  can suppor t  more  energet ic  re leases) .  For  pay loads  very  l igh t  in
comparison to launching object. the SQRT reduces to SQRT (tether mass /
pay ioad mass) .  For  b reak ing  s t rength  o f  10 ,000 pounds,  Kev la r  we ighs  40  to
100 1b per kft ,  and Spectra-1000 weighs 12 to 15 lb per kft .

F igure  7-7 . -  Low- tens ' ion  dep loyment ,  sw ing  and re lease.

0f course, momentum given to one object is taken from another. I f  the
momentum can la te r  be  res tored  by  a  h igh-e f f i c iency  propu ls ion  sys tem,  th js' i s  lo le rab le .  In  some cases  th is  may even be  usefu l :  i f  a  space s la t ion  uses
a te ther  to  deboost  an  orb i te r  a t  the  end o f  i t s  resupp ly  miss ion ,  space
stat ion orbital decay makeup needs and orbiter deorbjt  burn propellant needs
are both reduced.

7 .7 .4  Ret r ieve  (Ac t  i ve)

Ret r ieva l  o f  te thered  ob jec ts  i s  the  most  d i f f i cu l t  phase o f  te thered
operations.

7  .7  .4 .L  Theore t i ca l  Bas is

The theore t . i ca l  bas is  o f  re t r ieva l  s tab i l i t y  con ta ins  a  la rge ,  bu t  as  ye t
unva l jda ted ,  body  o f  mathemat ica l  ana lys is .
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7.7 .4 .2  S imula tor  Bas is  fo r  Procedures

In  1986,  a  ser ies  o f  TSS re t r ieva ls  was made on the  SES,  w i th  var ia t ions  in
Orb i te r  0B 's  and in  a l lowab le  TSS-S out -o f -o lane and in -o lane excurs ions .  A
"bes t  techn ique"  was subsequent ly  se lec ted  fo r  fo l low-on cont ingency  runs ,
bu t  th is  cannot  be  cons t rued as  be ing  any  sor t  o f  s tandard ,  va l jda ted
procedure .  Th is  techn ique is  o f fe red  on ly  as  a  v iab le  cand ida te ,  wh. ich  may
i l lus t ra te  many o f  the  charac ter is t j cs  the  f jna l  p rocedure  shou ld  be  expec ted
to  have.

7  .7  .4 .3  Procedure  Setup

The DAP was in LVLH, with nominal RNOZ/PROX OPS deadbands (2' NORM, 1' VERN
for  bo th  t )AP A,B) ,  and smal l  t rans la t ion  impu lses  (0 .05  f t l s  A ,0 .01  f t l s  B) .

The approach was guided along a funnel with sides proport ionately naffowing
as tether length decreased: at 500 feet, a 5" dispersion was acceptable in
e i ther  in  p lane or  ou t  o f  p lane,  jn  the  400,s  j t  was  4" ,  in  the  300 's  i t  was
3" ,  and in  the  200 's  i t  was  2 ' .  The anq les  and ra tes  o f  the  sa te l l i te  a re
observed on SPEC 50.

7 .7 .4 .4  In i t i  a l  Re t r i  eva l

Control can be accomplished by 0rb.i ter transiat jon, performing tX and tY
burns  'd i th  the  THC to  f1y  the  boom t ip  back  towards  the  sa te l l i te  image ( in
the  case  0 f  the  TSS-S,  i t  j s  a l so  poss ib le  to  f l y  the  sa te l l i t e  i t se l f  by  use
of  i t s  onboard  th rus ters ,  bu t  th is  has  no t  been lhorough ' l y  eva lua ted ,  and i t
may be  more  reasonab le  to  make use o f  D i lo t inq  techn ioues  w i th  wh ich  the
crewmembers  are  a l ready  fami l ia r ) .  Smal l  Orb i te r  DB,d  have been (no t
surpr is ing ly )  found to  be  bes t  fo r  a l low ing  use o f  th is  sa te l l i te  LOS as  a
cue t0 correct ive maneuverjng.

One s ign i f i can t  e f fec t  o f  Orb i te r  RCS cross-coup l ing  has  been no ted  and
deserves mention. When observing a target out the overhead window, the
crewnember commands RCS translat ion maneuvers oeroendicular to the LOS in
order  to  cont ro l  Orb i te r / ta rge t  re la t i ve  pos i t ion  ( in  a , , f1y  to , ,  mode) .
However ,  because t rans la t ions  induce some cross-coup led  ro ta t ion ,  the  in i t ia l
LOS mot jon  o f  the  ta rge t  may be  momentar i l y  mis lead ing .  Th is  e f fec t  i s
d iscussed jn  de ta j l  in  sec t ion  6 .2 . I .2  and f igure  6-7 ,  and dccentua tes  the
need for the crewmember to be patient after perforrning trans' lat ion pulses, to
see the  LOS mot ion  a f te r  deadband. ing ,  and no t  be  mis led  by  the  in i t ia l  LOS
ra tes  (wh ich  conta jn  decept ive  ro ta t  j  on-  i  nduced components ) .  Th is  a lso
under l ines  the  need fo r  t igh t  DB 's .

To repeat, these translat ions are performed to keep the satel l  i te LOS (as
d isp layed on  a  SPEC)  under  cont ro l  in  the  progress ive ly  narowing  funne i .
Cor rec t ions  must  be  made when the  sa te l l i te  LOS anq les  exceed th i  a l lowab le
l im i ts ;  cor rec t ions  can a lso  be  made as  i t  passes  lh rough the  zero  ang le(s )
to nu.l l  out the angle rates.

I  - L T
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7.7 .4 .5  C lose- in  Procedure

Prior to radar losing lock jnside B0 to 100 feet, the control scheme must
change. Sjnce RR angles are already becoming bjased due to the geometric
offset of the Ku-band antenna compared to the boom tip, and since RR lock is
soon to  be  los t  anyway,  i t  i s  des i rab le  to  sw i tch  to  another  " f l y - to "
techn ique.  Cr i te r ia  fo r  t rans la t ion  f i r ings  js  there fore  changed f rom RR
ang les  to  the  te lev is ion  mon i to r ,  where  the  mul t ip lexed s te reo  ' i rnage o f  the
boom t ip  i s  " f lown to"  a  spot  d i rec t l y  be tween the  tw jn  images o f  the
sate l l j te .  Th is  new p i lo t ing  techn ique a lso  appears  lo  be  "cornmon sense '
w i th  eas . i  1y  unders tood c r j te r ia  fo r  cor rec t ions .

To prevent  au tomat ic  deadband ing  f rom unexpected ly  d is tu rb ' ing  the  LoS,  a t
this changeover point, DAP is moded to MAN and RPY to PULSE/PULSE/PULSE
( i .e - ,  f ree  dr i f t ) .  Our ing  th is  f ina l  phase,  the  0rb i te r  a t t j tudes  may dr i f t
up  to  5"  f ron  in i t ia l  ,  bu t  th is  shou ld  be  acceptab le .

A  typ ica l  tens jon  t ime h is to ry  i s  shown in  f igure  7-8  ( two examples) .  Whi le
the  in - l  ine  th rus ter  cons tan t  va lue  is  apparent ,  w ide  excurs ions  a lso  occur .
Th ' i s  inc ludes  momentary  zero- tens ion  jn te rva ls .

7  -7 .4 .6  A l te rna t  i ve  Procedures

An a l te rna te  cont ro l  techn ique dur ing  the  te rmina l  phase (de f ined as  the
c lose  range where  RR lock  has  broken,  th rough contac t )  i s  to  use  vern ie r
att j tude control to move the boom tjp. There appear to be two arguments
aga ins t  th js  techn jque.  F j rs t ,  the  c rewmember  i s  a l ready  accus tomed to
f l y ing  by  t rans la t ion  and has  become we l l  versed in  p red ic t ing  LoS reac t ions
to  cont ro l  lab le  inputs ,  so  a  new cont ro l  techn ique wou id  requ i re  a  new per iod
of  adapta t ion  dur ing  a  very  b r ie f  and dynamic  phase.  Second ly ,  s ince  the
boon probab iy  does  no t  ex tend th rough the  Orb i te r  c .9 . ,  Orb i te r  ro ta t ions
(par t i cu la r iy  p i tch)  w i l l  jnduce subs tan t ia l  boom t ip  t rans la t jons  in  the  Z
ax is ,  compl ica t ing  the  p i lo t . ing .  For  th ' i s  reason,  cand ida te  p rocedures  so
far  use  t rans la t ion  cont ro l  a l I  the  way th rouqh contac t .

7.7.4.7 Fai I  ure-t ' tode Procedures

Severa l  SES runs  were  made w i th  RR fa i led ,  w i th  VRCS fa i led ,  o r  w i th  one o f
the  two TSS-0  boom pa11et  CCTV's  fa i led .  Prop  usage more  than doub led ,
pr imar i l y  due to  d i f f i cu l ty  in  cor rec t ing  subt le  ang le  ra te  d ispers ions  ( in
sensor  fa i l  cases) ,  o r  to  overcor rec t ions  ( in  VRCS fa i l  case) .  H igher  te ther
tens ion  excurs jons  and longer  per iods  o f  zero  lens ion  were  a lso  exper ienced.
Never the less ,  re t r ieva ls  seem to  have been accompl ished success fu l l y .

7  .7  .4 .8  Sate l  l i te - in -Mot ion  Procedures

Pendu lous  no t ion  o f  the  sa te l l i te  was another  a rea  o f  concern .  Th is  cons is ts
o f  the  sa te l l i te  rock ing  jn  p i tch / ro l I  f ro rn  the  te ther  a t tach  po in t .  l , le
jnduced la rge  p i tch / ro l1  ang le  ra tes ,  up  to  5  to  10  deg/s  (any  h igher ,  and
the  te ther  wrapped around the  sa te l l i te ) ,  and no ted  how they  qu ick ly  coup led
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in to  o ther  axes  and were  cont inuous ly  exc i ted  by  subsequent  RCS f i r ings .
l{hi ie the rates never damped out, contact with boom tip was usual ly made well
w i th in  acceptab le  ang le  ranges .  Whether  the  contac t  range ra te  was sa fe
cou ld  no t  be  de termined ( th is  i s  a  hardware  issue fo r  the  dep loyer  mechan jsm
contractor to judge), but i t  did not appear to be al l  that much worse than jn
nomina l  cases .

7 .7 .5  Ret r ieve  (  Pass i  ve  )

Ret r jeva l  w i thout  in - l ine  th rus ters  may be  per fomed e i ther  en t i re ly  w i thout
l ine  tens ion ,  o r  w i th  some a . l te rna te  means o f  ma in ta in ing  l ine  tens ion .  .Bo th
were performed on the SES jn 1986, under many variat ions. In the absence of
v igorous  o f f - l ine  va l jda t ion ,  these cand ida te  p rocedures  must  be  cons idered
very pre i  imi nary.

7 .7 .5 .L  No-Tens ion  Ret r i  eva l

The no-tension retr ieval was performed in several variat ions, designed to
crea te  a  known Orb j te r /sa te l l i te  REL pos i t ion  fo r  f ina l  approach (and thus
al low use of a canned preverif ied separation maneuver in the evenl of
gu i l lo t ine) ' .  In  one,  the  Orb i te r  went  to  iner t ia l  ho ' ld  and per fo rmed an
iner t ja l  f l ya round o f  the  sa te l l j te  un t i l  i t  reached the  V-BAR (120"  o f  o rb i t
t rave l ,  in  about  30  minu tes) ;  in  another ,  the  Orb . i te r  went  on ly  to  the
sate l l i te  R-BAR,  in  an  a t tempt  to  use  grav i ty  g rad ien t  fo rces  to  p rov ide  a
sna11 tension; in another, the approach was made in LVLH mode direct ly from
the  in i t i a l  cond i t i on .

In  a l l  cases  i t  was  found poss ib ie  to  f l y  the  boom t ip  up  to  the  sa te l l i te
wh j le  mon i to r ing  te ther  s lack  (compar ing  RR to  te ther  

' leng th)  
and keep ing  i t

sna l l .  I t  was  no t jced  tha t  te ther  je rks  wh ich  d id  occur  d id  no t  seern  to
induce wor r isome c los ing  ra tes :  ins tead,  due to  random sate l l i te  a t t i tude ,
they mostly jmparted random att i tude rates to the satel l i te rather than
induc ing  l rans  I  a t  ions .

The major unknown jn this class of procedures was how the system wou'ld
respond a t  f ina l  boom contac t .  The sa te l l i te  a t t i tude  was essent ia l ' l y  random
dur ing  f ina l  approach,  a l though te ther  je rks  tended to  pu11 the  a t tach  po . in t
toward the center of the visible hemisphere. The SES model was of low
f ide l i t y  here  s ince  i t  d id  no t  s imu ia te  "wrap"  o f  the  te ther  a round the
sur face  o f  the  sa te l l i te ;  ins tead,  the  te ther  a lways  ran  f rom the  a t tach
po in t  s t ra igh t  to  the  boom,  even th rough the  body  o f  the  sa te l l j te ,  j f  the
a t tach  po in t  was  pass ing  lc ross  the  h idden hemisphere  ( the  "back  s ide"  o f  the
sate l l i te ) .  i t  i s  conce jvab le  tha t  w i th  the  rea l  hardware  the  sa te l l j te
cou ld  nes t le  in to  the  boom t ip  and then,  th rough a  ser ies  o f  f ina l  je rks  as
the tether continues to be reeled in, become properly a1 . igned for latch
capture  (assuming no  snags  on  sa te l l  i te  s t ruc tu re) .

Even so, however, a procedure which al lows tether wrap around the satel l j te
appears  to  be  h igh ly  undes j rab le .  S ince  the  sa te l l i te  a t t i tudes  and ra tes  go
essent ia l l y  random ear ly  in  a l l  o f  these scenar . ios ,  and do  no t  appear  to  be
control lable by any crew procedures, this option appears unacceptable.

7 -24



JSC- 10589

7.7 .5 .2  Cent r i fuga l  Tens jon  Procedures

The LVLH frame of reference js noninert ial .  The LVLH is rotat ing at orbital
ra te  o f  4 'per  minu te ,  o r  0 .067 deg/s .  Under  in i t ia l  cond i t ions  fo r  these
runs ,  the  0rb i te r  i s  mov ing  in  a  body  vec tor  -X  d i rec t ion  re la t i ve  to  the
0rbiter/TSS system. This system rotat ion wil l  generate some centr j fugal
force between the orbiter and the satel ' l  i te as they rotate about thejr mutual
center  o f  mass .  Th is  induced tens ion  can be  enhanced by  de l jbera te ly
creating a higher rotat ion rate. l ie chose to rotate in the -X direct ion
(versus  +X) ,  because we were  a l ready  mov ing  in  tha t  d j rec t jon  and because
la te r  con t ro l  maneuvers  induced less  c ross-coup l ing .

At a range of 500 to 600 feet, a -X AV of about 0.3 ft ls is perforrned with
THC (mon i to red  on  AVG G in  SPEC 33) ,  fo l lowed by  es tab l i shment  o f  a  -0 .150
deg/s  p i tch  ra te  v ia  RHC input  (mon i to red  on  OPS 201 d isp lay) .  In  the  LVLH
f rane th is  was one fu l l  tu rn  in  40  minu tes .  The boom t io  te lev is ion  imaqe is
" f lown to"  the  sa te l l i te  image us ing  VERN p i tch  and B N0hM out -o f -p lane
t rans la t ion .  OAP js  manua l ,  w i th  ROT in  DISC-PULSE-DISC ( i .e . ,  f ree  in  p i tch
on ly ) ,  and  pu lse  s i zes  (deg /s )  o f  A  NORM 0 .1 ,  B  N0RM 0 .04 ,  A  VERN 0 .01 ,  B
VERN 0 .002.  Turn ing  o f f  in - l ine  th rus ters  resu l ts  in  the  te ther  e las t i c i t y ' s
pu l l ing  the  sa te . l  l i te  inwards ,  c rea t ing  a  

' loss  
o f  tens ion  fo r  severa l

minu tes .  However ,  a f te r  a  ser ies  o f  gent le  je rks ,  the  sa te l l j te  se t t les  jn to
a reasonable stab.i  I i ty with a tension of 20 to 30 percent of that generated
by  in - l ine  th rus ters  (severa l  tens ion  h is to ry  p lo ts  a re  shown jn  f igure  7-9) .

I f  thruster fai l  js known at long range, and j f  there is manual control over
the  ree l - in  ra te ,  the  cen l r i fuga l  maneuver  can be  in i t ia ted  mere iy  by
increas ing  th is  ree l - . in  ra te ,  w i thout  need fo r  th rus ter  f i r ing .

S jnce  th js  tens ion  is  so  weak,  i t  can  eas i l y  be  los t  en t i re ly  by  smal l
0 rb i te r  (ac tua l l y ,  boom t ip )  Z  t rans la t ions ,  even those induced by  c ross-
coup l ings  f rom t rans la t ions  jn  o ther  axes  or  f rom ro ta t jons  ( t rans ia t ion
cross-coup l jngs  or  jus t  geomet r ic  resu i ts ) .  Thus ,  ex t remeiy  de l  j ca te
maneuvering is mandatory: pitch in A/MAN/VERN, and translate in B/I4AN/NORM
wi th  0 .01  f t / s  pu lses .  When maneuvers  were  made acc identa l  1y  in  h igher
rates, tension went to zero for lonq Deriods and sometjmes never restabi-. l  

i zed .  Severa l  p lo ts  o f  tens ion-ve isus- t jme are  shown in  f igure  7-9 .

Us ing  h igher  ra les  to  c rea te  s t ronger  cent , r i fuga l  fo rce  does  no t  so lve  th js
problem. The SES reel rate model reacts badly to strong tether tension jerks
by  s lowing  or  even s topp ing  the  ree l - in  ra te .  Th is  occurs  even i f  the
average cent r i fuga l  l ine  tens ion  remains  fa r  be low the  nomina l  in - l ine
thru  s te r -  i  ndu  ced tens ion ,  s ince  tens ion  sp ikes  cont inuous ly  occur  due to  RCS
f i r ings  and these shor t  sp ikes  can f reeze the  ree l - in  fo r  severa l  seconds or
longer .  l t  i s  an  open ques t ion  whether  th is  mode l  i s  comect  (a re  the  ga ins
s imp ly  se t  too  1ow?) ,  and i f  lhe  ree l - jn  ra te  i s  ac tua l l y  much more  robus t
than a  h igher  sys tem sp in  ra te  migh t  be  feas ib le .  However ,  jn  tha t  case,
other I  ini t ing factors appear.

As  the  sa te l l i te  i s  ree led  in  dur ing  th is  0 .15  deg/s  sys tem sp in  ra te ,
angular momentum is transferred into the orbjter and the spin rate jncreases.
A more important impact on the spin rate is the tendency of the satel l i te to
pu l l  up  (+X)  in  the  te lev is ion  f ie ld  o f  v iew,  requ i r ing  more  " -p i t ch"  ( "p i t ch
up"  in  -Z  mode)  to  fo rce  the  boom t jp  to  chase i t .  Th js  d r jves  the  p . i t ch
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ra te  f rom the  or ig ina l  -0 .150 deg/s  to  a  h igher  ra te  (up  to  -0 .400 deg/s ) ,' i nc reas ing  cent r i fuga l  fo rce  and u l t imate ly  caus ing  the  sa te l l i te  ree l  motor
to jan.

To avo id  th js ,  a  d i f fe ren t  scheme must  be  used w i th in  about  400 fee t
(when tether centr i fugal tension reaches about 35 percent of nominal thruster
tens ion) .  Th is  i s  to  per fo rm sma11 (0 .01  f t l s )  +X t rans la t ions ,  usua l ly  in
bursts of 10 or 20 per minute for several minutes (the use of fewer but
la rger  pu lses  does  no t  work  because o f  the  excess ive  impu ls ive  d is tu rbances
of  such la rger  pu lses  on  te ther  tens ion) .  These are  su f f i c ien t ly  1ow and
"pure"  so  as  no t  to  induce excess ive  p i tch  mot ion ,  o r  in  any  o ther  way cause
loss  o f  the  very  f rag i ie  tens ion  fo rces  ( -X  pu lses ,  i t  seems,  a re  too  "d i r ty 'jn  te rms o f  c ross-coup l ing ,  and they  do  induce excess ive  je rks  wh ich  des t roy
the constanl non-zero tension induced by the system R0T). Wjth such a
scheme,  i f  per fo rmed pat ien t ly  and care fu l l y ,  tens ion  and length  ra tes  can
both  be  main ta ined a t  reasonab le  1eve1s  th roughout  th is  in te rva l  .  Care  must
be laken to perform these pulses randomly rather than in a regular pattern,
s ince  the  long i tud ina l  bobb ing  resonent  f requency  o f  a  300 to  500 foo t  te ther
would be on the order of several seconds, and j t  would not be good i f  the
f i r jngs  exc i ted  tha t  mot ion .

0nce length has dropped below 200 feet, the p' i tch control option can be
resumed.  The orb i te r ,  a t  i t s  cur ren t  ro ta t ion  ra te ,  a t  th is  po in t  a l ready
possesses  enough angu lar  momentum tha t  fu r ther  ree l jng  jn  o f  the  sa te l l i te
does  no t  s ign i f i can t ly  add to  i t .  These ra tes  may c l ' imb to  0 .350 to  0 .400
deg/s  a t  con tac t ,  a  h igh  bu t  no t  unreasonab le  ra te .  Meanwhi ie ,  induced
cent r i fuga l  tens jon  drops  as  the  te ther  length  decreases .

The lens ion  main ta ined cons tan t ly  on  the  te ther  a lso  majn ta ins  sa te l  l i te
a t t i tudes  to  w i th in  p roper  ranqes  fo r  ber th inq .  Th is  can be  c ruc ia l  to  a
success fu l  re t r ieva l .  bur ing  i t re  f ina l  few f ie t  (as  sa te l l i te  body  rad ius
becomes la rge  in  p ropor t ion  to  remain ing  te ther  length) ,  tens ion  excurs ions
become high and tens.ion is sporadical ly lost; however, contact rates and
at t i tudes  appear  we l l  w i th in  acceptab ' le  ranges .

7 .7 .5 .3  Open Issues

Th is  pass ive  cent r i fuga l  re t r ieva l  techn ique requ i res  subs tan t ia l l y  more
s tudy ,  bo th  in  s imu la to rs  and ana1yt ica11y .  l4ha t  a re  v is ib i l i t y  cons idera-
t ions (for example, the Sun crossing the FOV at least once)? l l lhat are
cont ro l  impacts  o f  f in ish ing  re t r ieva l  w i th  a  p i tch  ra te  as  h igh  as  ha l f  a
deg/s?  Hhat  k ind  o f  separa t ion  maneuvers  can be  va l jda ted  fo r  use  j f  a
gu i l lo t ine  is  requ i red  f rom a  randon orb j te r /TSS-S p i tch  or . ien ta t ion? How
can th is  re t r ieva l  mode be  in i t ia ted  f rom any  arb i t ra ry  range,  s ince  the  jn -
l ine thrusters rnay fai l  at any range? These questions were uncovered by the
cur ren t  e f fo r t  (answers  w j l l  take  subs tan t ia l l y  more  e f fo r t ) ;  j t  i s  p rudent
to  assume tha t  add j t jona l  ques t ions  awa i t  d iscovery .

In  conc lus ion ,  in i t ia l  feas ib i l i t y  assessment  does  suggest  tha t  th is  cent r j -
fuga l  p rocedure  is  a  v iab le  cand ida te  fo r  cons idera t ion  in  the  no- th rus ters
cont ingency  case,  bu t  i t  can  in  no  way be  cons idered ver i f ied  s ince
uncons idered fac to rs  (o r  d i f fe ren t  mode ls )  may prov ide  h idden showstoppers .
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7.7 .6  Ree l  S top /Star t

The 1986 TSS StS runs jndicated that there may be serjous problems assocjated
with reel motor brake/jam/lock cases. The TSS-S possesses yaw control
th rus ters  ( ro1 I  about  the  ax is  o f  the  te ther ) ,  and has  tX  and tY  t rans la t ion
thrusters (they work well  on the SES; we found no surprises) but j t  has no
ro11/p i tch  a t t i tude  cont ro l .  As  long as  there  is  tens ion  on  the  te ther ,
res to r ing  to rques  are  genera ted  aga ins t  a l l  ro l l  o r  p i tch  d ispers ions .  Th is
fea ture ,  th is  iack  o f  pos i t j ve  ro l  l /p j t ch  a t t i tude  cont ro l ,  severe ly  impacted
the passive no-tension techniques described above since i t  led to random
satel l  i te att i tudes and consequently probable tether wrap; for the motor stop
case,  i t  i s  even worse .

The problem is this: the TSS-S has i ts jn. i t ial  approach rate of several
ten ths  o f  a  foo t  per  second,  and on ly  the  weak in - l ine  th rus ter  i s  repe l l ing
it  from the Orbiter. Fron several runs and from back-of-enve l  ope calcula-
t ions ,  i t  i s  c lear  tha t  even a f te r  ree l  lock  the  TSS-S w i l l  con t inue inward
(toward the Orbiter) from 20 to 40 seconds, then come to a stop, then fal l
back  ou t  (acce le ra ted  by  the  in - l ine  th rus ters )  and sudden ly  run  in to  a  je rk
when the  teLher  goes  tau t .  A t  th is  po in t ,  smal  I  a t t i tude  d ispers ions  wh ich
are always present wi. l  I  be translated by the attach-point jerk (a moment arm
of fse t  f rom the  sa te l l i te  c .g . )  in to  ro11/p i tch  ra tes  o f  up  to  severa l  deg/s .
Even j f  the rates are low after this f i rst jerk, the second jerk a minute or
so  la te r  d r ives  them out  o f  con t ro l ;  usua l  1y  one je rk  i s  enough.  Wi th in  a
minute, the tether is wrapping around the TS5-S.

Th is  cou ld  poss ib ly  be  avo ided i f  the  motor  s top  were  ex tended over  a  long
pen iod  o f  t ime,  say  30  to  60  seconds,  wh i le  the  weak in - l jne  th rus ters
main ta in  tens ion .  However ,  under  the  cur ren t  des ign  the  ree l  b rake  w i l l
p robab ly  b r ing  the  ree l  to  fu l l  s top  w j th in  5  to  10  seconds,  and the  TSS-S
wi l l  then  surge  upwards  in  f ree- f l igh t  be fore  fa l l ing  back  aga jns t  j t s  te ther
and go ing  in to  an  uncont ro l led  tumble .  Gu i l lo t ine  fo l lows.

I In tu i t i ve ly  there  may a lso  be  prob lems w i th  where  the  s lack  te ther  co l  lec ts
dur ing  th is  par t i cu la r  sequence.  When the  ree l - jn  ceases ,  the  TSS-S and
te ther  w i l l  con t inue towards  lhe  orb i te r  under  the i r  own momentum,  and the
excess tether irnmedjately above the TSS-D boom may col lect at the boom tip
and even sp i i l  over .  The boom is  h igh  enough to  p revent  contac t  w i th in  the
PLB unless the slack amounts to more than 100 feet; however, sndgging on the
outside of the boorn t ip may occur, especial ly i f  the slackened tether forms
loops . l

A  w ide  var ia t ion  o f  techn iques  was t r ied  to  counter  th js  d isas t rous
consequence o f  engag ing  the  ree l  b rake .  The in - l ine  th rus ter  was  cyc led  on
and off to force the TSS-5 back aqainst a taut tether: 0rbiter +Z
t rans la t ions  were  used to  reduce i lack ,  and -Z  t rans l i t ions  were  made to
so f ten  the  fu11- length  tau tness  je rk ;  cen t r i fuga l  fo rces  were  induced by
system RoT's to try to push the bouncing TSS-S against a taut tether. None
worked;  in  a l l  cases ,  each je rk  pu11ed the  TSS-S back  inwards  jn  p repara t ion
for  a  subsequent  je rk ,  and no  s ign  o f  T5S-S ang le  excurs ion  damping  cou ld  be
detected. This was most l ikely because the greatest force of the jerks came
fron the high random att i tude rates (which never damped), with random
dis tu rbances  f rom var ia t ions  in  abso lu te  Orb i te r /TSS-S ranqe.
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Even a t  sys tem sp in  ra tes  o f  up  to  1 .0  deg/s ,  the  bounc ing  wou ld  no t  damp
out ,  The bounc ing  was cont ro l lab le  in  tha t  the  sa te l l i te  appeared to  be
bouncing around the radius of the tether, never approaching more than 10 to
20 feet from ful ' l  extension (and thus not threatening to contact the
orbiter).  But TSS-S att i tudes were out of contro' l  ,  and tether wrap was
a l rnos t  cer ta in iy  unavo idab le .  By  the  c r i te r ion  o f  sa fe  TSS-D re t r ieva l  ,  th is
s i tua t ion  was abso lu te ly  unacceptab le  and gu i l lo t ine  wou ld  be  mandatory .

An a t tempt  to  sp in -s tab i l i ze  the  TSS-S by  de l ibera te ly  induc ing  a  yaw ra te  in
i t  a lso  seems to  be  ine f fec t i ve .  Hopefu i l y  th is  wou ld  have res t ra ined
pitch/yaw excursions and al low the bouncing to damp out. However, the
control system as modeled only al lowed a t5 deg/s rate and this was not
enough:  ang le  ra tes  qu ick ly  becane jus t  as  bad as  w i th  no  "sp in -s tab i l  i za -
t ion." Perhaps a TS5-S yaw (spin) rate of 20 to 30 deg/s would be rnore effec-
t i ve ,  bu t  i t  may no t  be  ach ievab le  w i th  cur ren t  TSS cont ro l  laws.  A lso ,
f lu id  damping  in  the  sa te l l i te  (e .9 . ,  vanes  in  the  N2 tank)  rnay  promise
suf f j c ien t  s tab  i  1 i ty .

I f  the  fa l l -back  je rk  i s  no t  too  s t rong (e j ther  a t  a  c lose  range when the
c los ing  ra te  i s  1ow,  o r  i f  the  orb i te r  per fo rms some -Z  in  an t ic ipa t ion  o f
the tether going taut),  then sorne contro. l  scheme may be effect ive. Although
we were  never  success fu l  in  severa l  runs  (some uD to  a  fu l ]  o rb i t  in
dura t ion)  in  es tab l  i sh ing  s tdb i  l i t y  (de f i r ied  as  cont inuous  non-zero  tens ion
and a t tach  po in t  remain ing  on  v is ib le  hemisphere  o f  TSS-S) ,  we cannot  ru le
out  the  poss ib i l i t y  tha t  some techn ique may be  deve loped.  Never the less ,  i t
l  ooks  un l i ke ly .

The imp l ica t ions  o f  th is  d iscovery  seem to  be  tha t  i t  i s  unacceptab le  to
brake the  ree l  a t  a l l ,  a t  leas t  dur ing  re t r ieva ls  and a t  the  c lose  ranges we
were  examin ing .  Any  s i tua t ion  requ i r ing  brak ing  the  ree l  shou ld  be  ser ious
enough to  accept  consequent  TSS-S gu i l lo t ine .  Th is  i s  an  ex t remely  severe
cons t ra in t  and needs to  be  w ide ly  d iscussed in  the  dynamics  and opera t ions
groups .  Pre l im inary  ana lys is  has  suggested  tha t  mere ly  unpower ing  the  motor
wou ld  a l low a  su f f j c ien t ly  gent le  s top  fo r  tens ion  to  be  main ta ined.

Fur thermore ,  p lann ing  must  an t ic ipa te  an  un in ten t jona l  ree l  jam a t  ANY range,
w i th  subsequent  loss  o f  TSS-S a t t i tude  cont ro l .  Procedures  must  be  deve loped
to accomodate such fai lure modes.

7  .7  .7  Je t t i  son /Separa t ion

In  the  te ther  gu i l lo t ine  case,  two fea tures  were  accentua ted .  F i rs t ,  the
TSS-S becomes a  f ree- f l ie r  w i th  an  jn i t ia l  c los ing  ra te ,  and second ly ,  i f  the
in - l  ine  th rus ters  a re  s t i l l  f i r ing ,  they  beg in  to  impar t  an  unpred ic tab le  AV
to  the  TSS-S as  the  a t t i tude  o f  the  sa te l l i te  wanders  ou t  o f  con t ro l .
Neither of these features is at al1 comfort ing. A prompt and powerful (1
f t l s )  0 rb i te r  +Z separa t ion  seemed ca l led  fo r  (a l te rna te ly ,  a  s t rong TSS-S
X/Y t rans la t ion  may be  in i t ia ted  be fore  gu i l lo t in ing) .  l ' ' l uch  more  PROX OPS
and separa t ion  ana lys is  and s imu la t jons  are  requ i red  here  be fore  we can be
comfor tab le  about  hav ' ing  a  re l iab le  p rocedure .
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7.7 .8  RNDZ Wi th  Tethered 0b , iec t

There  are  a t t rac t i ve  scenar ios  wh ich  invo lve  a  RNDZ (perhaps  by  the  0rb i te r
or  an  Orb i te r  t rans fer  veh ic le  (OTV)  w i th  a  te thered  ob jec t  (a  dock ing  whar f
deployed perhaps from a space stat ion or an 0rbiter).  These concepts may
appear  ambj t ious ,  bu t  w. i th  p rec ise  NAV data  (e .9 . ,  GPS)  may ac tua l1y  no t  be
d i f f i cu l t .  A  sample  pro f i le  i s  shown in  f igure  7-10 .

Tethered capture has large benefj ts in safety (remoteness from primary
ob jec t ) .  and opera t ' ions  (no  p lume imp ingement  on  pr imary  ob jec t ;  la rge  fue i
sav ings) .  The main  hazard  is  co l l i s jon  due to  undetec ted  NAV er ro rs  o r
te ther  f  a i  I  u re .

The tethered object i tself  may actual ly be active and perform the major
MNVR's  fo r  dock  i  ng .

F igure  7-10 .  -  Te ther -med ia ted  RNDZ.

Caro l  l  (1986)  po in ts  ou t  tha t  w i th  exper ience,  much longer  te thers  migh t  be
used to  a ' l  iow veh ic le  cap lu re  a t  s ign i f i can t ly  suborb i ta l  ve loc j t ies .  Th js
cou ld  rad ica l l y  inc rease PL 's  de l  j vered  to  the  majn  ob jec t  (e .g . ,  a  space
s ta t ion  fac i ' l  i t y ) .  S ince  launch t ra jec to r ies  do  no t  approach the  majn
ob jec t ,  veh ic les  o f  uncer ta in  re l iab i l i t y  can  serv jce  the  fac i l i t y  and uncon-
vent iona l l y  boos ted  PL 's  can be  captured  sa fe ' l y .

+ic : 4;o km
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7.7 .9  Loose Tether

7 .7 .9 .L Jett i  soned From Orb i ter

Due to  the  low mass- to -area  ra t io  o f  typ ica l  te ther  mater ia ls ,  in  LEO the
te ther  shou ld  depar t  f rom the  Orb i te r  ex t remely  rap ' id ly  due to  d i f fe ren t ja l
drag. Natural drag effects dominate ai l  reasonable Orb.i ter AV maneuvers
except at very 1ow range.

7  -7  -9 -Z  Eroken Tether

A loose te ther  a t tached to  the  0rb i te r ,  espec ia l l y  one w i th  a  c los ing
ve loc i ty  induced by  cont inued ree l - in  (and to  a  lessor  degree by  sudden ly -
re leased tens ion) ,  must  be  o f  opera t iona l  concern  due to  the  po ten t ia l  fo r
structural contact.

A t  very  long ranges (>  severa i  m i les ) ,  ana ' l ys is  ind ica tes  tha t  d i f fe ren t ia l
d rag  and grav i ty  g rad ien t  e f fec ts  shou ld  overcome a l I  reasonab le  in i t ia l
c los ing  ra tes  and pu11 the  te ther  ou t  away f rom the  Orb i te r ,  res to r ing
tau tness  in  a  sa fe  and s tab le  conf igura t ion .

At  med ium ranges (1000 fee t  to  severa l  m i les )  the  te ther  momentum wou ld
probabiy carry i t  back toward the orbjter. However, for reasonable return
t imes (severa l  m inu tes)  and s tab le  in i t ja l  cond i t ions  ( typ ica l  o f  known
dep loyment / re t r ieva l  scenar ios) ,  the  main  segment  o f  the  te ther  w i l l  be
car r ied  down the  V-BAR by  Cor io l  i s  fo rces ,  su f f i c ien t  to  assure  Orb i te r
s t ruc tu re  avo idance.  I f  the  orb i te r  end o f  the  te ther  i s  cu t  in  a  reasonab le
reac t jon  t ime (3  to  5  minu tes) ,  the  te ther  segment  in  th . i s  case w i l l  en t i re ly
miss  the  Orb  i  te r .

At short ranges ( less than 1000 feet from 0rbiter to break point) the tether
wil l  probably recontact the 0rbiter at a speed of 10 to 20 ft /s. Time from
break to recontact is on the order of 1 minute.

S ince  the  te ther  segnent  i s  shor t  and 1 igh t ,  RCS p lume ward-o f f  techn iques
(per fo rm +Z t rans la t jon ,  f l y  away f rom te ther )  appear  p romis ing  in  th is  case.
The technique seems to have the advantage of not bejng harmful jn the event a
break  js  perce ived,  bu t  does  no t  jn  fac t  ex is t ;  tak ing  such precaut ionary
s teps  can be  done w i thout  impact ing  success fu l  te thered  opera t ions .  The
te ther  wou ld  become tau t  aga in  qu ick ly .

7.8 QlIl, l rssuES

Through use o f  the  exce l len t  SES mode l  jn  the  1986 s tud ies ,  s ign i f i can t  new
ins igh ts  in to  the  TSS-S te rmina l  phase re t r ieva l  p rocess  were  ga ined.
A l though no  opera t iona l  p rocedures  have ye t  been des igned,  much less
ver i f ied ,  never the less ,  a  number  o f  p romis ing  cand jda te  techn iques  were  made
ava i lab le  as  a  s la r t ing  po in t  fo r  downst rean procedures  deve lopment  work .
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Deployment jam can cause high stresses and recoi l  velocit ies. One proposed
f ix  j s  to  add a  sec t ion  o f  y ie idab le  te ther  mater ia l  wh ich  migh t  p revent  a
fas t  reco i I  in  th is  eventua l i t y .

A  severed th rus ter  cou ld  reco i l  and fou l  o rb i te r  mechan isms.  Can the  RCS
thrus ters  be  used to  b ' low away or  de f lec t  a  reco i l  ing  te ther  (a t  low reco i l
ve loc i t ies )  be fore  i t  p i les  up  around the  Orb j te r?
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