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CONFIDElJTIAL 

Subject: Action in Coral Sea .!area on l:Iay 8, 1.942, report of. ------
G.C.T. L.C.T. 
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U.s.N.H., the pilot, and H..Uv:J:LTON, C.H., mr.3c, U.S. 
lJ. The admirable conduct of this pilot, who was found 
to have been wounded previously in aerial combat, was 
the s-ubject of a separate report to the Task Gr.oup 
CO!!".rJander. 
{About) .li.ction ceased. 
Changed speed to 25 knots. 
3icnal received that u.s.s. YORKTrnwN Radar was out 
of comm.ission. 
Set course 028°T speed 15 knots. u.s.s. YORKTO~".fl~ 
and i~'":IHGTON groups joined up and screen was re-
1'ormed. Both carriers appeared to be dama13ed and 
fuel oil was noted in the wakes of both. 

Carriers couuenced recovery. 
Ch~113ed speed .to 19 knots. 
Chlll'l0e<l spe ed. to 25 lcnots and course to 200° T. 
3everJ.ll ships on starboard quarter of formation open­
ed fire on Dlanes which proved to be friendly. No 
hits were observed. 
U • .;.). -'• Dl!;\T.GY was ordered to search astern 1'or survi­
vors. 
U .;:;. ~j. LB::C~I:UTON re}?orted that fires on board were 
not under control. 
Heavy exl1losion was observed on the u.s.s. LE..XINGTON. 
'i' ~1e u. 0.s. lli.:;::t:l nrrolJ sitSnalled by flat;hoist for ships 
to st :mcl by her • 

. Cm:r.:ander Task Force 17 ussm1ed tactical cm:!Iiland. 
u. 0 • .J • ::'H..:.:LFS , r.=ol:mis , and .. :JifD:.ill.jOlT . c los e d the u. s. s. 
L.::.::.~J2 !(}TO:i>T to render assist ~' nce if res.uired. . 
U. ~.J •. :.... YO~-\l!i.'O.:H l:1unched inner air l)atrol. U.s.s. 

-·- , - ~I~:c-To:r r e.) orted u. sel"'ious e::plosion or.. board. 
u ....... ;~· · !L.:..:. _:J::T \J.J. S oruered to ralieve u.s .s. H :",' -us 
in sto.ndiH_; by u. '"" •. :.; . L:l..I::c:t.::o:i. 
U • ...~ • ..:. . W~~I>G;i'O:r rG.f>-'1rted that pres sure had been lost, 
:C il· e ~ \ .'ere ont of control, shill YJas listi113 badly, 
~t ~: (• tL.t ul1 loner decl: st :J.t ioHs had bee n abunG.ol1ed. 
U • .J• ·-'. L, ~~:::.: : .G _'C•: z re · ~ues t e <l U • '--' • ..:.. LvcUI3 to co:.le ulonc­
si ~::e "~ o .)'.:t cv t: I' 1' ir o -llo ses and fur ! l i~.~ h llres sure on 
i.J l (;: .1. 
T~ • ...J • .ie LO.tffii,:_; -.. ·.:< ' i l C· n.c::> ich; st ;:.~ rbo ._ · r c~ d<.I.G of u.s.~. 
I;.~ . :): ~ .G'i\) : ~ · .. j_t l , (~i 1'f i c nJ:t;y ·_, ~1d. ) u s ~Jed ov t:;r thre e fire 
1:0[' (-;~·, • r ... ' Lc diGEoLlb ..:. rl-:at" On Of' l iOUndeCt ' -'aS CO!.!;lencecl, 
t~.· o u :.::· i. o:.c ' .l1 :.J le1:: c J.t i3 l E; :J.v:L:_; the st;.i.rl>O_, rcl side of' tl:e 
1J • . _ •• _, . L:... ~}::~ c.Y_\;l .~ ~ ... n ci otll e ::c :J b e_l.L.,j lov1e r ed to the !.:OL~:-us. 
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