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May 18, 1942. • 
From: The Senior Line Petty Officer, u.s.s. SIMS, 

(Robert Jame~ Dicken, C.S.M., U.S. Navy). 
The Secretary of the Navy. To : 

Via : The Commander u.s. Submarines, Eastern Australia. 

Subject: Personal observations of SIMS #409 disaster. 

1. On May 7, I was serving as Chief Signalman on 
board the u.s.s. SIMS. We were employed convoying the u.s. 
Navy Tanker NEOSHO when attacked by Japanese planes, bombed 
and sunk. After several days we were picked up by the u.s.s. 
HENLEY and while enroute to Brisbane Australia, I prepared 
a report which I gave to the Commanding Officer of the u.s.s. 
NEOSHO who had been taken off by the u.s.s. HENLEY. 

That report is as fo~lows: 

"At Sea 

From: Dicken, R.J., C.S.M., U.S.N. 
To : The c.o. u.s.s. NeoSho. 

1lay 13, 1942. 

SUbject: Personal observations of Sims #409 disaster. 

On May 7 at 0930 I was in the Chief's quarters and 
heard a man in #l handling room exolaim, that a bom' had 
lit right alongside. General Quuters souded· illlmediately 
and duty gun opened fire. lJpol,l reaching bridge the other 
guns had commeuced firing on horizontal bombers. Recog
nition signals were attempted b~t no reply. , 

There were a large number of our shells wnioh failei 
to burst at the beginning of the attack but after several 
rounds, number unknown, the fuse settings. seemed to be · 
operating satisfactory as bursts were obs•rTed near the 
ene!Q' planes. 

At beginning of attack Sims went to full speed and 
patrolled on either bow of tanker. Our gun fire , seemed 
very effective in keeping the planes high and on the move. 

Observed one bomb score near misst_port sidet amidships. 
No damage reported. One casualty, s~ght ehoulaer wound, 
on #2 gun. Man treated during lull and returned to SU¥• 
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May 18, 1942. 

Subject: Personal observations of SIMS #409 disaster. 
- - - - - -. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

High level attack lasted ten to fifteen minutes. 
For next two hours several Radar contacts made, distance 

fifteen to twenty miles, but no planes appeared. 
#1 gun appeared to be blistered. 
About 1155 planes approached, identification attempted 

and upon no response the order to commence fire was giveA. 
Enemy planes began dive bombing attack on tanker. A steady 
rate of fire was maintained from all 5" guns. 

About 1215 Sims received direct hit on or near after set 
torpedo tubes. Bomb apparently pi~rced deck and exploded 
in after engine room. · Deck buckled ~rward of after deck . 
]louse. Rader f ·ell across gig. Received two more nits, 
one on after deck house, port side forward-; which appeared 
to have caused only local 4emage. Another hit on #4 · gq.n 
caused local damage. #1 and #2 guns were continuing to 
fire by local control. 

Persone11 was· ordered o'ff bridge and reported to Assis
tant Gllief Engineer Ensign Tachna who ordered us to take 
off our shoes and put motor Whale boat in water. 

Numerous fireroom personnel seemed uninjured by first 
hit in engine room. This force assisted in lowering boat. 
Two men in boat when lowered. Boat began drifting clear of 
side. I went over the side! swam to boat, took tiller and / 
began picking up personnel n water. 

The Captain, · still. on bridge 1 ordered me aft to.· try to 
get aboard to flood after magaz1nes and extinguish fire on 
after deck }louse. This· was neces-sary due t,l' : fact that main 
deck between after deck house and:, mac:Ud.ne ·Shop Yai!J" awash. 

An attempt was nade to get aboard/. &htp b'egaa settling 
from aft, Whale "boat puled ole~· and 1dliHdi'a~:$iy. ·'"a:f'ter
warda the boilers 'blew up 'followed ;by anotber · .. b"Q.t sliJS:ller 
explosion. ·The ship broke in two ·.parts : and 'Sal1k •;' 

All men that were not apparently deal were taken aboard, 
search made for two life rafts with from ten to twenty 
(total} men "Jaea:t-d• We then pr.oce-ed4ld to :t 'eker 'ancl placed 
ourselves under 'tih at command. 'rhel'e were fif'tieen Sims 
lurvivors in boat·::. · · · 

I have que.tioned Sims survivors .for more data but no 
further information available. 

Respectfully submitted 

Robert James Dicken C.S.M." 

2. I never saw any sign of panic. Everyone was 
on their stations doing their job and the whole ship Wlrked 
as a well orgaaized unit until the end. Discipline was ex
cellent. 
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Subject: Personal observations of SIMS #409 disaster. 

3. There are a few outstanding things that I can 
remember in addition to the above report: 

The number one gun crew stood by their gun 
and kept ~P a steady rate of fire after the paint on their 
gun was burning and the ship was at such an angle that the 
decks wert awash. The Chief Engineer was wouded severely 
but carr~ed out several. duties under extremel.y difficult 
oonditiQD.S. · He tried to fire the forward set of torpedo 
tubes to assist the Captain in lightening the $hip and to 
remove the danger of the torpedoes exploding aboard. Re 
also extinguished the fire on the torpedo deck house at the 

{ ·time. One ou~standing act was done by an enlisted man named 
i E .F. MIJNCH, MM2c1 just before he jumped over the side to be 
f picked up by my ooat, he secured a depth charge to the deck 

so it would not go ·over the side or accidentally explode on 
deck. 

4. The last I saw of the Commanding Officer he 
was standing on the bridge when the ship wae blown up b7 
the explos!o1.l.• He showed an example of courage throughout 
the entire engageme;at • 

5. To ... th.e be.et of my knowledce end belief · aU 
untlt•r rollet,:· .los .· books and val-.abl.e papel!s went down with 
the 3IMS • We ,did not have any books or papes· ln my boat 
at all. 1IJy' boet wae not loaded wi th ·a :vi~ew , t.o p~rDIIlllent];J' 
abandoning. ~hip, llf 'l'b..e. . captain be.Ueved that he could save 
the ship and was doing everthing in his power to do so right 
up until the ship blew .up and sank. 

6. Daring the entiro four days of ·hard wcrk in 
the boat, part of which time we were alongside the NEOSHO, 
and part cle~ of the NEOSHO, the conduct of the men was 
very good. We did the best we could to provision the boat 
and prepare it for sea. For the first three days we were 
repairing the 18 inch hole in the boat. 

7. Our small boat was left tied up alongside the 
NEOSHO when we were taken a beard the EENLEY. When the_ 
gQ,SHO was fired on and purposely sunk, this boat went down 
with her. " · ' -· 
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• - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
No property of any kind remains of the SIMS. 

a. To the best of my knowledge and belief the 
following are the only survivors of the U .s.s. SIMS: 

VESSIA, V.J. 
LAWES, J. Jr. 
TEV.EBAUGH~ . J • W. 

=.~sii, J. 
SCOTT, M.W. 
VERTO.N, J.C. 
ERNST!. G.E. 
SAVAGlli, J. 
M\JNCH, E.F. 
CA.NOLE, V.F. 
REILLY, T.F. 
CJ..ABK, (UnknoWll) 
P.ELJ:ES, E .M. 
DICKEIJ, R.J. 

RATE 

F2c 
Sea2c 
Rll3o 
Sea2o 
lf'lo 
F3c 
Sea2o 
F03c 
l!'C3c 
D2o · 
D2c 
WTlo 
CY 
Sea2o 
OSJI 

SERVIcE NO 

Unknown 
Unknown 
Uliknown 
UDknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
tJDknmm 
Unknown 
Unknown 
UnlaloWD;' 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown' 
Unkn-.n 
11nknCMD: 

I am the senior petty- officer in this 
group of survivors. o:t ,•his list two meD ,, ~, now dead, 
they are: Chief Yeoman CLARK, who die~ 't;he 'first night 
we were in. the bo~t and PELIES, E.K., who died in 'the 
sick bay on beard the HENLEY. To .the bErst of rq knowledge 
and · belief there are no other ·survivors of the S~. 

~~~k~ 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - ~ - - - - - ~ -
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Al6-3/!AR COl.ll\lA1'"DEH DESTnO"'IER S 0,UADRON ONE ( 90-By) 
Serial (00185) ~Fleet Post Office 

San Franc is co , Cal if or nia 

DE®~ASSIFIED Ivlay 22, 1942. 

Frou : 

'ro 

Vis 

TJ.:,e Co1il.nand er De stroy er S q us dro n ONE , 
(Coni1Ander Tnsl,~ Unit 17.2.4). 

'l
1

lle Cou.ncnd.er-in-CLie f, United States Fleet. 

(1) 'l
1
he Co!JWJn c1e r Cru1ser Division S I:~, 

( C onmc::.n c1er Tc:1 sk Group 17.2) . 
(2) The Co.Lli;JtJn d er Cruisers, Pr cific Fleet, 

(Comr:wnder 'l'asi:. }'orce SEV2NTEEN). 
(3) rr~te Connsnd.er-in-Cl:lef, U. S . P~::c ific Fleet. 

,Sub,ject: Engac:e"J.e nt vvi th J8p[·:illese Force 7- £1 i\b7 , 19L,2 
in Cora l Sea. 

l-tefe rence: (o) U.S.Navy IL;.:,ulations, 11rt. 712 a nd 762. 
(b) ComTaskFor SEv:s;NTEZN Secret 0Deration 

Order 2-42, Seri£11 (007N) of f.:Ic-:y 1, 1942. 

~ l'~c ~osu RE : (.A) Track Chart of encace rtEnt on Iday 8, 19Lt2. 

1. Task Unit 17.2.4 {Attack Group) was CO!,lposed 
ori g i na lly of the P~iliLPS, DLTTEY, ;,YU!Il'T, FAHH.AGUT &nd r .. :ont,GI: .. ,N. 
~::owev er, t he F~;R:a.i.;Gli·rr v;as detacLed a t 0700, 7 NI£.J;r , to join the 
SUl)POrt Group clllCl tL.e HON.i;G=L ~J was deta cLe d 0100, 8 MFJy, to 
.ti. t.Ult f or survivors of the l\'.20Sh 0. 

2. In complicmce ,,,, ith reference (a), tte following 
report of events occurring durin (s 7-8 Hc:y, 1942, is subnitted: 
On the cw rgirlf of 7 Ms :r, To sk .lor ce SEV.21JT'LE N w~:-; r: proceed ing on 
course 290 True a t 22 knots in Cruisinc Disposition Victor. 

0700 

0715 

0718 

073 0 

0800 

1 Mi.Y I 1942 

JiUSTRilLI1i, CLIC.!;GO, ~LOB.t\HT , F.SRI~ INS and. F.,.iRl·UlGUT left 
f orr,w ti on to _proceec~ t .).rv ici ni ty of Jomard Passa ge . 

Formed Cruising DisiJOsi ti on Vic tor. Sky overcast I'Ji th 
frequent r a in squalls. Sea moderate. 

CL£1nge d course and ax is to 025° True. 

l!.,ollovdn{; 1nessa ge sent to PL'iLR.; , Dl~1Y.EY b:.' Com.d esron 
ONI~: "F OH .. I R ~· S.,T;.C~~ LOV~ 1D CIHCLE 3 Br:;T·r~m~ CRUISEH'~ 11 • 

Posit. 13-09 s., 152-27 E . 
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f,l6-3/1'1AR DECis:~~$lF-'I!I(ir.;-r"' (90-By) 
Serial (00185) ~ B~~22, 1942. 

En~;at;e£uent witL Japanese .F'orce 7-8 Mav, 1942 
in Coral Sea. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

0925 

0950 

0955 

1020 

1107 

1128 

1200 

1240 

1310 

18'35 

7 MAY, 1942 (Cont'd) 

Sit?;nal received: 11BlT..Gl·lY CON'.rJ,CT 2CV 4CJ:, Lii'J:. 10-06 S 
152-00 E l:NEMY COUH c!E 140 SPEED 20". 

Y01UCTO\TN asked. u:::~D<G'rON over TBS: "DO YOU H~T:.:;rm 
lJ,U1;0I.:ING TOliP}~DJ .c.i'll li'IG.iiT'ElW IN 1\TT:,CK GHOUP"? 
l~nswer: "I DT.f.1 }~ND Li1U1'-.'Ci:'llJG TOH1)l!:DO P:U,l~ES /iiiD FICi-ET.ER3 
IE il TTJ,CK G-HOUP". 

L:S:UNGTON and YOHK'ID·m commenced launchil1{'; planes for 
attack on previously re_9orted force. 

LL1JNi-
1

rON and YOHKT0 1'·.N completed. launct.L ing. ...:-\pproxi
mately 100 planes in attack Group. 

Heceiv ed re)ort the t NEO~;IIO and fHHS ha cl been under 
heavy bor.1bing attc.1clc 

Si.:;Y ted smoke and flomes bearinG 012 True, distance 
10 11iles. Our position 12-35 S., 155-51 E. _ (Lieutenant 
(junior grade) Hichard CRQI,.J.~ILLJ~N, U.S.Nsvy; from 
YOEKT0

1

JN taken on board next dCJy, repOl'ted tt,is snoke 
was fro:n four-motored enemy bon1ber sl .ot down by himself 
t:nd v-;ing 'nate}. 

Posit. 12-34 S., 154-56 E. 

YORK1"0
1
M received follovJi ng iil3 SSE1Se on plnne frequency: 11

SCHATCI.:: Oh'E FLAT TOP .S IGNED BOB". 

YOlli\:TO" 'lN a_nd Il~~-Il\TG1v N aircraft returned from atta ct 
on enen1'7 force 8!ld Y·lere recovered. One ene rny air craft 
carrier reported sunk. 

Ci1an~~ed c::.lurse and 8Ais to 225 True, speed 1~- l:nots. 

Uniden "Gi fied aircraft reported beari:nr; 130 True, 
distance 26 miles. 

Unidentified aircraft reported bearinr~ 170 True, 
dist.cu1c.e 13 .::1iles, and 275 True, diste:nce 19 r:1iles. 

18'40 Hessa:~e received over TDS froq YORKTOVTN: 11 HI::; OH 
ALB~(T J:iDR El;.D:IIY 1\Jhl- LDO }11ANl: J~ ':P'l1ACK 11 • 
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Al6-J/%iR DECLfl§EltFIEC- (90-B~,) 
Serial (00185) ---- 1\'lpy 22, 1942. 

Subject: Engagement \JitL Ja_I.lane se Force 7- 8 r,~a~r , 1942 
in Cor f:<1 Sea. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

1850 

1857 

1 904 

1907 

1910 

1920 

2000 

2 H.AY, 1942 (Cont 'd) 

LE:;:rrGTON and YORl2ro"iN con.t,lenced recovering co<Ib8t 
patrol, usinr~ 1cmdint; ligLts. 

DE~'JI:;Y reported over 'l1BS tl.~ at 6 apparently J:JlX:mese 
planes •vere circlin:.:; f or.mstion. CarriE:rf; turned out 
lights. Visibility Wfls very lm·; .rc1 t tl . i~; ti 1:1B. 

3 uniden ti fi ed aircraft \!li t i., rounded vdn:.~ ti _ps ~md 
lir")Jts on fle-vv over PIJ~L}'S. T!~e outline of these 
planes v: ere deteruiined Yi; on t .~· G\' '.:Jere silhouetted 
momentarily agc::iru:1t en opan patch in t l:e sky. 
COL1Elc:nc~e r Destro:rer Squ;:;. clron OllE, over 'l'BE) , asked 
CoL:ulC.mder Task F'orce SE\T'~NTEEN (YORKrl10' ·1N) if any 
plenes other thEn s c;uare \·Jinc tipped fi ,:;hters ·Here 
in tl:e c:dr. :r..r;:;:,J:Ni-TON TDS i.·vas not functionint · ot 
this time anc~ e1 fevv i:linutes elapsed before YO.~a\:S."D'!J'.Y 
ansvvered over TBS ti~r;- t only SQllElre vvinG tiJ:;ped fic;hters 
vvere in the a ir. At a bout t >. is tL-:1e, tr<Jcers fro 1.1 
machine ~:sun fire we re ~li - ·:hted on _port bo'Vv of YOlTh:1'0''TN 
at about 1,000 feet. It 1/lid S quite dark s t tLis ti.iJ.e. 

YORIC'ID '·-'N anc, one of' the cruisers opened lWE:1Vy i. .J-... fi re 
on enemy planes pr ev iousl~r si~:hted. 

Pl::ELFS opened fire with for\!vard 1 1!1 on ene.r.1y plane. 
No Lit s ob se rv8C'~ . All plcme ~1 in D ir l1£.• d turned off 
li ··h ts s t tl is th1e. 

All p l cnes in c:ir Ci sc. l_';B<'Hed fror1 vie'.v. 

Posit. 13-10 (l 

0. ' 154-13 E ., course 115 Tru e . 

8 MJ1Y , 1 9~-2 

froceed in(; on course 115 rl'n~e, s_peed 20 .Lnotc:J. 

0100 

0800 

J':IONt,Ca:U.N ordered to proceed to lnst r c:i)orted position 
of lJEO;Ji:J: O e n d SD.S snc: r escue survivors. CJ ~~: nc.c d 
cours e to 27 0 True, speed lL, tnot::; . 

Posit. 14-26 (' 

!...J • ' 154-45 :8. 
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DECLASSIFIEU 
Al6-3/WhR 
Seria 1 ( 00185) 

S-E-C-H-E-T ------ (90-B~~) 
I'~CJY 22, 1942. 

Subject : l£nGacement ''itt_ Jc:1pe1nese Force 7-3 Ec:;:r, 1942 
in Coral Sea . - - - - - --------------------------

0825 

0838 

0847 

0848 

0900 

0925 

1012 

1014 

1015 

1037 

1052 

1056 

1104 

1110 

llll 

8 HAY , 1942 ( Cont ' d) 

Contact report received. froa SBD of ene.:n;:;r force 
consistinc of 2CV 4C.A 3DD. 

Enemy reported as bearing 006 True, dist.:mce 120 !Jiles . 

Ta sk Force Com.~neer ordered entire strikin~ group 
launched for attacl<: on eneiily. 

YORKrlD'IN snd U~J.:FGTON CODl~~lenced lEJUnc~, ill{; -~)lene s for 
at ta cl<: on eneny. 

YORKTO\'N snd LE:~n~~'G'rON coi!l})le ted launc.llin: ~: plcme s to 
attact eneLly force previousl~r reported. u;:,:I!JGTON 
launched a _~>proximately 12VF, 17SBD, l2'fBD. ::on~~TO':'lif 
launched <:l pproxhmtely 6Vli', 2L~SIJD, nne. 9':PBD. 

l patrol plane si, ·hted bearinr; 050 'l,rue . 

Zero t:v _9e fi ( )1. ter:::: b eari nc; 02 5, reported b:v our c onbst 
patrol. Unidentified aircrart obse:rved d .. ot ca;:n 
bearing 025, distance 15, 000 yards. 

Unidentified aircraft reported beeri t~~ fro ;:,1 310 to 040 , 
distance 27 to JO n ile s . 

Cllenged course to 025, a:r.is 305. 

Man~r unidentified E:ii'craft reported bearinr.; 020 rPrue, 
distance 68 ~iles . 

Lar:_:::e gro up of enemy TBD reported bearing 020 'I1rue, 
dis tc; nc e 3 5 mi les. 

Enerr1y plene s reported conin t; strai{Jt t in, dis t t"; n ce 
22 I.li le s . 

Eneuy planes nm~ 15 miles . 
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r 
.z.H6-3/.TAR DECLASSIFIE=· 

3-E-..Q-B-f-T (90-By ) 8 eri E; l ( 00185) 
Hcl:'/ 22, l9L~ 2 . 

S ub,je ct: 
:!:!::n.r:;age;.J.ent ·,,,ith J-nprmese i''orce 7- C l<s .' ·, 1942 
in CorEll ::;ea. 

---------------------------------

1112 

1114 

1115 

1116 

1117 

1118', 

1120 

_8_~_iA_1_· ,.._1_9.,_4...,_2 ( Co :nt 1 d ) 

LS~~Il.C'l\:iH rep.Jrted .:'.er co;.lbet re trol l1ac1 sL;l~ted 
enent ;r pla ,-w s snd ·we1·e r:.oL"lf'; td'ter tL.e.rt. CLc::nc;ed 
course to 125 Tn<e, speed 25 knots. 

Sir; llted. fla sLing liLt beal'inc; 025 11,rue, distance 
10,000 :rards and a 1j'jave of ene.::1:.r planes coding in 
fast. Observed do e; fi{;h ts te.h:il1{; place r=md 1umy 
Sl)lasLes in t11e water underneath. 

Task Force COdi!Bnder reported eneny bonbers coaing 
in protected b~r ene.r.1y fi t;l'l ters. Attact: CO.! rLLnenced . 
J:i,igLters or cdve bo::-Jlbe r s counosed first wave Fnd 
vvere follovved ver:r closel ;~ b~r tor_9ec1o plsnes coninc 
in at a loni'; {.d ide ant;le of c. bout )0 degrees Ellld 

droppin~~ tor pec'loes frDm a lw ig.:1t of c;, t .:.e<'l st 200 
feet. 

1

1.

1

0I'peclo planes EJJJ~::earec: to stu ·r in for;·•Jt•tion 
until tl~a :r ,.Jere •, itLin Gbout 6,000 yards of t.Le port 
bo•, of w:~IlJJ-'JlOl{ whe n t~,e~r broke up to de liver t .' eir 
attackto. Fire vias ope ned pronptly. · 

'l
1

•·:o pLme 8 observed 2! ot clov:n 'u;" D:S''!CY. One _:::llane 
soeJ ; J.et~ to brea lc up in tL.e ui r c' nc~ bLu~ ing portions 
fell a l'ound D:d;\'JEY. '1\m Japanese planes observed 
sl: ot dov;n by EIJ:ar.2.B~ CJLIS • One )lane buT sting into 
flaue and ~<wking a perfect spirEJl of snoke ns it 
crasLed off the !)Ol

1 t b:>v.' . TJ e attEJck ca1~le in over 
tl~e DE1 ~/EY :J nc". f..Ul..JNEJ.~I: CJLIS • 

LL;~:IJDTON Observed to be l•.it b·; bonb c~nc c:urninr, 
for~·Val~d . T;;.ree nl8nGs observed sl:ot c' o1m by 
lli~,J: :-:G'lDN, one of' v•.tl:. icL a)peDred to cresh on decL . 

One enemy plane cra;::JLed in water off PL8 LFS port 
bee:1m c:mc'c turned fiercely. 

Obt3e rved ;·,:he t v~as believed to be a near b01.1b i lliss 
on L2' ... Il'..GTON port bov; '.•· itL Vister sl1ootiur; .\ irt'l in 
the air but it •;vas aplJar ently a torpe c,o Jli t as 
determined later. At about tLt; svme inst <:mt a 
J ap plEl ne in a illa ss of f l8 £ne tried to era sl. on tLa 
IE:~Il.G'l,ON bo, .. , but iilissed b:' inches . Port bo1.N of 
L.;XIJ.:G'l,OF in flames, Anotl·.er plt:llle atte:1ct ing 'NBS 
observed Sllvt c~ovm by IZ:~Il·JG<CON . 



r 
Al6- J/i'IJii~ 
,S erisl ( 00185) 

SubjiC- ct: EnsageuGnt \.,'i tL 
in Corsl f)ea. 

J,J_r;c.mo se Fo:.:ce 7-8 1942 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

1126 

1129 

1130 

1133 

1135 

11~-4 

1200 

1210 

1356 

1400 

SLAY, 194~' (Cont'd) 

Torped o ) lana s COl.lin.r-:: iu lm i'ron starl::oo B::'d on 
L.:.~=LG'l'O JL L:~~-r.n•roE iwd cLen;:;e\1 course a l10ut 
120 at tL. is tLm. One Ja ~ocnese torped o ~)lEine si·lot 
d.ov"n on -~·wrizon b:' our plene[-!. l•'our of tJ-:.ese plPnes 
1.•1ere S.:~ c ot c~ov•n aL:10st SlL:lUlt<meously b:· tl·~e LE~:IITG'l10N 
and tte COi!lbined 51

' crossfire of a CA.and one-stack 
destro:,rer of tLe SI.i:IS Class. This attack, unlH:e the 
initial1··Jave, c;:me in lovu from e c.istence of ebout 
10,000 yards and. irJ as sinilar to our O'.·m tor_pec~ o plane 
attEJcks. It was not lleovil :r suppol~ted b? fi c"!.l ters. 
It BJ Deared to be unsuccessful. 

TlJwt a::)peared to be a tor-p ed o Viake !)Elssed a ) _proximately 
under P~.c:LFS vJJ'.o ·was stea,:,lin(s on LC~~INGTO}:: starboard 
bow at tt. is tine. 

Bo···1b fell just off port bee:h!l of PI'ElPS. Dive boictbers 
Ol' fi ;Lters observed to COde in VGr? lov: an c have 8 

lone: i';l ide an ::;le. Attacks ceased. LI: ~ILGTOIJ .h:Jis ted 
si · ;rcel: nT: __ IS 2~~IF ~J-. '3 B:C"-.nJ TO.i:t?:i:IJOEIY'. 

.A United .States SD::J plane, f:lp_pero.r:.tl:' crip_;:)le c-: , passed 
eLe c:: ( o;_~ E~L}"'S a n5 tr' i s cl to ltHJ. ( :Jn L:E.; ~ ~Il·DTON de cl<:, 
~:;L icL it O.id 1~-ile sl:.e 1.!88 i'leilleuverin(; but fell off 
anC sao.t inned:iately. T~ :, i~l plane ,,,_~as f ired on bv our 
own sl. ipE uu t n~l s s:) pa l~en tl ~r not L.i t. 

Stea .. ~ing · .. i th L;~;Jl\'G'rO~N. tios t of fl.:&le is ,- ·one fro.m 
port bo' ·i ~Jut tLere i~, still sr, ol-::e. Bla ck s n ol-:e is 
po uri n; out of s te:1 clc s. 

P~1ELPS rescued YOi~ETO' IN V}l~ pilot 11!.·, o lc::n t ed in water 
alJ.ea c~ of }'HELI-'E; . 1Ii s llE>L le \.,s s Lieu tenant ( .iu.:-lior 
c;ra c1 e) Bi chard CHOi lvTILLEN, U.s. No vy. l:i s en :~: i ne hEt d 
been dw,l:- t: ed by a Jc,pc:mese pl Dn e. 

Posit. 14-41 s., 155-36 E. 

u:JI.:G'lD IJ reported. f ires c. re not out. 

Recovered air strikinc group. One ene~y CV reported 
badly daLla(;ed, another dc'.cJa gecl. 

- 6 -



Alo-3/1!AR 
Seri a l (00185) 

Subject: 

- - - - -

1448 

--
DECL.ASSIFIEC-

. ------ ( OJ - I> / _ ........ 

Ha~r 22, 1 942. 

Engage~·,lent •?i t .:-1 Jar>ene s e Force 7- U 1 1c=:1 ~- , 1 942 
in Coral Seo . 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
8 j\JJ.Y, 1942 {Cont 'd) 

• L:si~.LD-TOI'T signslled: 11 'J.,_ ._I~ s~; rp l .i.AS l:J-; D A S:ZRI OUS 
K :ILOSION

11
• (Subse (went ev ents, inclucinr; th e sinking 

of tJ.1e U.S. ~: . Th~~Il~G'l'ON <m d rescue of' survivors, are 
covered in Co£.uilbnc1er Destroyer S(nlB c ron Gr:E serial 
(0179), CO}J~T enclosed). 

). The follo·Hinc L10te ri i:J l recoDwJen c,8 tions a r o rnade 
aS h HlBLllt of e.~~)eri e:.nce g c::in8d ;'uril( . onga t;t; i wnt: 

(1) Re_plE< c e ·)resent t y pe c e ase firin{: horns now 
instnlle d at 20 i<. LI . and 1~'1 £; Uns \n th t he loude st t .Toe 
k laxon or bell obto ine:•ble. 'l1l:e pr esent i nst c1llFJt.i.on is 
e ntirely in.E! de qua t e for the 1mrpos o intend.:; d \'ihen ne n 
liavo bsen deafened b;:,r the t e r1'ific noh;e of bottle . 
Effic:io nt ce .<:;se firin c; sic n c.1 l is a b s olutel :· nc c e s stH ? to 
pr e vent f irins o t own plc n es . 

(2) TLe lJc rfor H<Hlc o of t~1c 20 11 .11. bsttori e s vms c:; .:;~: c ;:; 11 e n t . 

4. P e r ::; onnc l c u s u al ti c ~" i n t L:. h ; uni t ,,,e r e 6 r.1e n 
\·;ounclt:: c1 by u s treffing ott[; c l: on t Lc U. ;: . . :J . DE' t.:;~: . H~1t c risl 
C D su ul ti es c ou:::~ i. st c;c' of only s u:x, rfi ci e l daNr r~ o t o r i {': !~inc; fmd 
s UlJc rstruc tur e . 

5. i1i lHUn ition expen d ed a ::;E1inst tLe enecw: 

Pli:bLJ:-'3 : 16 rounds of 511 /)8 
500 rounds of 1;11 

1400 ro un !]s of' 20 ~ . ,. t . I 
llel ..l • 

69 roun ds oi' 5 '1/38 
2790 round s of 20 II. ri . 

100 rounds of 5a/38 
2000 rou~1d s of' 20 I~~ . lJ . 

AYLF I N : 

6. As f cJI' r; s coul6 be obr:'erved, t.he c on Cluc t and 
perfol'mance of t Le of r icers c,nc. cre1•vs of' sLips o:C tJ .is unit 
wr:1s e~:em ::-.1lar~r <3nd in accordance ·~ Jitl t tL e highest tra ditj_ on s of 
tl!e Na vy • 

Copy to: 
COLDI.;SP.c,CFV.r. !o.. R. L.A i(LY. 



Lll•l/h~2 

tJe•iu 072 4 

l.i'rosn: 
I'O : 
Via J 

--· DESTROYERS; PACIFIC FLEET 

Oo-.under :L"estror•n• P"i!io Flef.).t. 
The S$oretary ct t.he tta•N. 
(l) oom~ae.uuitl»-:Ul•Ohiet. u.s. l?aoiti.o !flaG'• 
(a) COmtlW'l4er-in-OA1ot. u.rJ . rl••t• 
Siruci~ ot tl-w lJ . ;:;l •S • ;JIM~J (DD409) bJ 
l~M BOAbtlltr• in th~> con.l .Jea on 
~~e., 1, 1942. 

( ;). } 
i_;~ . u . ~.;: •. :: . t~lfit:S - DeiJ.o.rS.ptioa ot llOIAbi.n& 

£.,;,.tQ.o.tc u.4 Nun.1li.¥ ot ET•At;e 
:troUewiq A't4Gk ~r· lapr.uuuu_. uo.bera 
on J&.ar· ?·, l94a. 

l. . SUri.von Cit tJhtt U. ;':i . ii • i'l :O. wen latomall.J 
1a'aftleweA bJ ........ " of .tq st:att 1n an afton 'to ot.'kla u 
l1lll0h W•rmat.ioa •• J.0••11)1e on the •ao,loe o1 1ihe •••JJ.~~, \he 
»••tc~e Of ;&JaM1?1$lt .tUl4 o1m.e» .ODOt.l.Mt;uoe• whioh mar Jt• 
ot vulu to 4Nt;royere :w. t\ltve OP'fJrat,t.ou. T.tt• tollowlrl& 
•• •• iat•n·1...,.4; 

Iilii 
D1o&•a• It. ·1. 
sanp• J. 
·~~~ .i tt F • 
. a.ill,r. w. r. 
Oaaole, Y. :r. V•••H.• v·. 1. 
~l'Mtt, e. E. 
GolMt~, A. C. 

I.utor:matio.a obsa.1Q.fUl ts:om 'hea.e 8\U\'Y-lvo.-a i• 1-...QOJ11a.e4 ia 
:S.Uluun ( ;~). 

2. &.f~l~tiiCUl Ollk1f.iB4 t'Jrotlt tbe abQVG OUW1Y01'8 
ind.ioa\*• -t;hai th#tii~Oll\ tn• . ao\l1on.• Hnd fl~ tit~ •veak 
tollowi481 aU handS ,PeUQrl~J.ed "l~•u du:tu.0a u ~·. mwm.e.r wb.loh 
le 1u .kMJ:i.a8 witll the trati.tioae ~~ t:b.& S.JNio•• ft\o• 
~· aaknOee o~ ht~~iam-.; aevo• be nveal•cl, v01Utan4el' 
l')Qs\nPJ.'a, Pe.oifttl FltH~,, lh~Uevea that furt.n•• qucu-..,ioaina 
ot thue •urtvora will ~oo.l 'Ci!l.at •P•e:t.al. oo.n~au,ioa to~ 



~;ao 
Lll•l/Al2 

Der1~l 0724 

,., .. "1.1!'~' ~-.. !fi'" . ,.·-·~· ·~· ..., ..... . ,l._ ' • • •• , .,{ t·. ' . .. ,, ·~· · . 
. t; j "'' ' . l . l ... . 

••n1•• ab~Ye an<t bsfona tn(j ouJ.l ot cluly 1a Aue.· the 
l!oll.fti.tlgs 

Liout;.~. -w. M. H~, USAf ... O~ia& O:tflo.el' 
Lieut. li:t. silvo~et&:14, U~i ... -1•• ottl.ao• 
o• lt. I. DtOk01l, WN 
~ . r. J.4ucm. !ttdo 
v. 1. Yet~41a. :;~ 

z• ~ r-MOISlUai0'4 that «Ati.uble awct~ be matie to a. • .- m-ea. 

COP1 to; , 
0QM9$l1,\\V. ,•:t't;N<; 
00 liAY?fkA!:.~.t.~ ~t&il ( Oou~dr. i'· • }~;it~ 'fi~Ol~ t \J :Jlt) 



u.s -.ti.. a~ .. u.auip"01on ot Uamb~ a'l\cull£ aact Narre\iv• ot 
~~at;a ,_llowla& Att.aot by ln,puen ~~• 011 M89 1. 19J,a. 

llUriq th0 fWGW'lQft of ~~elf 71 ~9421 Wl'd.le aeti.J'J6 tUI uti• 
a\l:b•:rb• •••ottt te,r, i"..t.\d ,_,;roU;uc •"•'len a.n.a a:t the H.;:J,.s. 
J~f~U&l'!O (At-l;j}, the U. S.;;ll. SL~ Wt18 $1lUol:t&4 al\d ~ bJ 
JapQO" . b_._.._ 1a "he Ot.>tl"Etl a•~ .·· Uw . w•u.t;hw waa . ol.ov 1 wl 'ih 
ul ..... o-UIJ.lq •lo~de ett &bO"-l ... lJ.OOO t•i~J' al\1\u.C.t ~- Nl\ Wd 
a.o1)h• wttk a aliai1'1 -~u 1 wW wa• ab(Xl\ 'ttlft• *•'•· 

Tll• .U.i_p l~d IJ~ 011 aU hU•a. ••· OM J.lnoi.l ~-. 3.# 
weU u 611 t .. 20 £a. . aali·a~«f' &UMt lid ~eel. ·a. 
$0 J'•tu WM ~ .. Wl4 WU M...al.qt ao I'D .J"a~ hft.4 llMa 
1Aa~:U,.4.. . . . 
• 

Jltl a~tou.' otlO a ~ lea4•A b). ta• ••'•~ 4\t aOM tle'~e 
\o po,_, ., &»ftaa·\ t11• to~ ~WW• OM lUIIl as ~~~ • *-' 
wu 11..1-... ttr a it:~!;'• lla\i u ·uw•ul . . JIM .,.,.....,. 
CIOtlft *"-'-•• llGrAtY•r, th.a1l 1m• ~-Jata •t .• J .... ... · .. ·· . ·.t .... . 
OM Nl4 lw$ ........ '-'•1M4 ·af •• ~---- · WUlt ._._ 
.fl8l ............. -· ., .. '•"' .... - .... . Ailtlf ........ 
hat ~ •• .. lOY ............... , ..... . pi.Ue .. •!ab--
•• _, .... , ..... ,. ... ~·· flla..1\iP·. u&· ............. .... 
... ... ,,_ ~· ..... -~-- ..... ira~JU.-Ifl .. .. -· 
suu ..... tldNt d4 •• 11•• ....... -- ......... M-· 
,_. t .. tar .. ·· .. · • .·.· .. ·• .· .. 4lft. ·., • .'"".. •• .. •·. •.1.1'01 ... •. ·· ... .. . ~A• · f ,l•. :.• .. ' · ... _... .. •.. •• .. ··.··.». ".· .·. '·· •••.· UN.· ...• ·. faJ.ltt4 \o llua''·· '¥4U.le att followU., •••. q1...a • be Mll 
eft .t.a ..,l'lMttoa·• aa•as• _,. ~u:• 'ihe .~·. tl\Jpanau, 
cma_.4 oo-.ne ov•s-r \U. u aot.etl a fl.aall ot tke e•• WA1• 
p.lu. .._ t:la ••* of a- ftQBe ~. ••••••• u ea4n tb• 
Slliia ·MA 80$0• Jal • ._ O.a'-0' -~ 'ttd ••• W$ \lJ U. 
nl!fs at1Ml_. 'l'lia . •"'.-• 

••. ~l.D!S k4 1.1.ereu ... ~ ••n•••t• touow~ 'iil.S.e t'1'•' 
att'MM .a4 aoo•tt tt)t •.txte.a ht.eh l•Yel ....... 1ft t• l»fiNiWA 
a•'iaUeA 'Wle a~ lU1t1 :tm4lHliO. ....,. ll'oppe:i "~ -~•a ml•~•« 
wlu, eau·lae u ·~ to e:Umu *1»• su •~••• •••••• 
••• .tlw. '-•• were appQatJ.r· tiat;~•-4 ..,, th• fin ~~ 
A6 J-lnoh e-.. all ef whl.U "" tU'Ui in 41»eour eo.a~. 
No laleflW.1tlo• •u obtwt.in'd as . 'be . ~tH¥ tm1 ot: th• pl~• 
-.. .. , ...... A •••s.l ot )ta ""* ot s-ue ~itloa 
wq _,_4d Ia ~- fi:fti bO ...... Of the a••aos .• · 

'-"-· U.ttluaul llo~e 4tJ~Qpe.e.n.t fna alaht }fq.' tiil.e 
~-i.I.US .. •·.··· ... 'a.·a.· .. ei··.· to p.£-. tap .Ql .... ene_· .. • o.• .. h.·.· .$0 •a.4d• .. N•.· .. • .. ·.·.· MlM 
•l&tttklt4~ .. bflwft'f'V, utll ••a'-J•toe &tve ~~ a»i:tea•4 . Alt 
e~bOttt UJ«). 1~• IQO!l e:~ Ut•a• Jlanee flPP~ntl, the ~'>ll1il w•at 



'&o t~.Ak ~~~f1d ~~~t't turM4 left w "'ike -~•i t1oa oa tbe port 
'lntt.I'Mr ct the t~'e:t>J fire wu o;penftiO. 'br tho '•.1neh batt;OI"Y 
14 41l?eo~Qll' contnl when th• . pl.4Utee . oue w1Vlliu rru1~~. ':t:'he 
a\.,~e:u wen 41nokl4 p~U7 at t:lt.e t.a.mtoJt l:t.nA oau 1a 
trGm. vwrtoue baa~s• as.t•trn 1A tue• wa.v••·• 'J.'.b.e pldea 
6\JlP·•~• •" .-otl\ l.;,ooo . f••'~ a¥ Ao'te o.l.oa• t1o the .alp 
in •MU• 1.1'¥'•• ot $bGt~t . )OO. Boab• ••• re.l••ae4 flJI.l._ 
t~ &\lQUcl• k•u.a:., eturvlY~n •-~W t.k~t; •• bo.m.a.Jta WH 
dtl1Aii.l10J94 b7 'bh• lll«st ot theiJ!, owa ~-. TU ti l''M& •A• a 
<U."w' &1\ Oll. •• 'btllllbeJ?' wt-- a ~Uol\ •A'ltl.l ~d ta1• ~~ 
wu Been tG .. l.o4.6 in trn•' air. \:• filet •• .fi&~ tl~ oea• 
t.la\t.oull a'i tb.• 4ive ~••• u t.m•.J »•••• oftrhMt v.a4 
~---· HJ'O .· ••• \(:I pa• WUIQc-- . QO pllm08t llu• 1Ja• J)h
Je4'b:il.aa taU.ct 1o ll~'t u4 4MiPJ ~ a.D'o~«-''-• ti40 o~ 
\1'~· to~4 20 •· au. 3.-.4 ••11 1a tile aottcm. awl waa 
noti· .......... 4ttt:1AI lhe ~btel' ot ~ ·~~t''· 

•• pl.aau ll•.tt• otf tna •• ~ at· JS•ao a•-.k•• 
Q4 dln•-• -.u at~ek ail ~• ~~. tiY:'ial: u .a..- ·s.a ••• 
-. .. io'a · t ... ..-.. JJJ. ot ••• »1••• wu. aUgl• atM.-B., 
h.a4 . fiu41M~ &MJ!'• ad uA .. 8Ul!OtW·W · •bll)U ... .. ~ 
~ i .... D . tlTe ~. ,._ ti•l MlAUM· a ~· 8hll 
ha6Ml .j.a. , .. Wil-l' a-Ottti as44ld:lifa ~~~ llR\J .. 'lllUt .._ . .... 
lttaeM A ~ -~- l&UM U ~ ... ~· ,..~ MOQt ll~4 
-·l-4· .a ... , ....... .,.u. ·~ em• '"" Hlauu .. o.- aaa QJ&»•~ll ai.'l ta• .n.• ~,_ ~ u•• ·&4 ••' 
Mwa ~· 11...-.u, te":Wt\• ~~ ta \he et-. .. O.DtJlati. 
"*IJ •• ,_...,.-. pl-... i~.W 'I•U•Ye4 1ae l\ev:a .... a ~·• ~''· 
em 11.-. h• eu, t.u• ¥.hh ..._ •• M •.tto1'-lJ .. _,.ai.M.tL 
~- ~· aat J'QU ~~,~-- &a4 tlh .. at••• at -., aua .__. 
"'·•' ot· ooaaiRlen bJ .._ .._ !11•, .••• tllo to...c .• au 
ia lMd OQaitftl tUi4 OM ~~ •• IU ooat.f.a\184. t~ft& at ... tl.••• MtU all of ·~ we" ou.t t~t c• ,_.. D• wtal 
._... ot "*"' tb,.4 u~· 'In• i'1~ oeu.41t l:'.t• aau\td.u4• ••• 
0~ ........ y .. •'-'-4 ~- eve• ·at rO'UAI WaJO ft.n4 f._.. .... -... *-' ••· DU"i.tli. 'lmia lan •••~• tao ll•lat u tbe 
u•11el of .«wrtbw ou i:()tlat itl..ltr1;aet .ua oa: .... , tint the 
•""• ~ • . ooa•~•'-• tfo t1~ w1tta tlWt eeltll.•il4J liqb of 
the llal'ftl ll\ flAg•• S.Yeal . Jlan~.~· 'Vllflft -~~ .. 4GWrt . l)y 
SUA lift 4V~ tail attiaek. ~'!O:Jitl llld.''ri~'· , · ialliS ,..,. 
Y1TO- aot •• J;I.UC8 \Gioil a$-.OQ6 •• :.illfi Wft -·· 
.... w ·~ .... . ft.oa trh• blti•t •t '-heW ...... . lQ•l-~ It 
1a b.-llev.a ~- ttha 'b-· -~- ... • ..... , . ,..... aae .• 

.... VlQft ~ oa11 ~--- uowa •wrvtv••• ,r;,f •~ 
si•, i;hoN MA an 1-.. wiulJ ••,.•••• bat;ttaa •·tf<tt.t.- fil!l4 
i'i 1$ .... iltlCJ ...... ~u•i • fdltlJ' ............ , or 



tr.he 4~•· 

i~e P .. : l:'GViGQ8ly iJ.tat~i··. ' ta.ft fiz•t l»ou .. · ,..Olit.St!I<I a1t t.n• SlMS 
Q.uit.\e the i1n 'bou1b1nr;: e~1a\ok •• a n•• miss to port.. 11\.ore 
s,ppeera -. have ltoc no mat;ariti • ,.~)l.nel e~•ual:t1•• e~ 
tlut Ma•l \ ot thia hl t.- 'l1io t"•n• aurf'1Vo~a flr.J.Y that 
ala•ilea "" h~ hittbltf~ 'W1a: 1.\\\ell ct thi!l lllli.P bU-t. nona 
,P$AOU"atUl\\• 

n.oauae tNu t&u'ee tU.:net hif.ia on. t.a& ;,~ n~f.s •&~~ u ta.UlJ 
close aooeaoioa., it 1JftUl no' po•&tol• to~ t.ne atln'1'9o.r• ~ re• 
ea.U tNUatiel.y •• ev•n'f;s OOJll':.OG'b•t wi\h eatth bit. KI~•NfOl'G, 
tho ~· oaA · JJ"l:ndd.Y be be•' 4eaG .. i'b.:o4 tc1 ~treeQWl\ll\8 \lu 
atort•• f¥1 eaott. . 1Biiv.t4Qal IJarY1·Wf' tatewS..W.tt. · 

• 
-. ~t.~.w ette~t •-t th~ tuat ldi wu • oo;uwl.•h loa 

ot ~11'. ~- ahiJ •teppd 4••4 1n ~· watu. ~ alllisbU 
wnt;; ••"· !he auUlta,;."f ~u ..... l san••~. e.- .•~W * pt.o•t 
t\f' the •le•tr:Lftl lo.a\'l $A i;h.ou un:t\:• ••~• JOW•r •u.».PU abl.•• 
W •• . •• •-.s•t.-. Whu. 11\1• .\\_. cp104d.t fl.-• •hofl 
alt·~u- lJI t••• 1a ·'-hG air, tllA ,_,.._.. ... ;to• ot 1h• •bip ·Yi
'-••M. Ylolen'l.J t ltaookbi i)MpD AowA, « 1.-..\ a~a$10M4 era 
\of ot t>lle AiHe$$J!' M1Gl.A .WM bloM Gft~liOtU-41 eai . SaY._, . 1$0 
wu o-\e.tfieafl4 at \he «U.•~*'• -.. kaoek•4. cow•. t11· .. tile -~. · 
'a. tt.a.r . •••• . toll t~ tl\e ._., a&4 lu4eA 1a •• ,_. 
.__. . ._el:MH\1 ·tU.l. a~l. IW.Jd'le 4N;,pft. fftm ,. JaM lMtt; 

th6 .-\, •.hi'• '.·.U.·. a .. o• ~~ .. ·• . DS..··U..a ..... "_. .tta.e:· ' . ~.u . . »ilo. ' ' .._ • ..__. a ._1•·•"'1 ~ ........ 4.-.Jc 1A t:J:\.o •~ awn ... , 
•oa .l.OoM t.._ t:ie tu._bl• .t$4 •• q.•i•lt d'iiq .4ooft )..•atj!Ot 
i-.a ,.._ •• iMJ. ... f&$$a&• to -.. ...... ••low ..... , ...... ,. 
~amc ..... .,...,.1,&1 lAMa .~ ·~ a.ft.W' .- t:4• oal; ...... $Q· 
u4 t-. la• -nqe. tu pDRal ~ .._..._ 11i'h a ••'b.• 
•• . ...._ ww..h ·M. the. cu~~ aqa-.l. ttl• eu ••--· , l11ta 
aav• ·••-.1 MA ~· ..,... .. 1. ~-\her,..,. betas. •••1• .... 
t.e •• a a$U4JC. !hla -~ ot tho •lua. ~.,. •• 
:rttmetllu t\&1oi4J ._, ,PUl.ltq tat• awiu:a •• 1iu .u,nd.,. 

lfG aal .mat.dial -~· Wlrllil aoted i.e. t:tLf\' plo~t.ti~ I'Of'Wl• 
~the fl;n'S ,_. •»l.tleio• oa••o«. Mftl'al S....~ftr•at tt'Lenu •• 
1lw.at. ... aU e.qul»_,., Q.PGU'e4 to ooatiau t••tlt>,Jl1aa. 
ua•U ell. pow~._._. loal d'- Wut JlftQflfl bo.ab h1~. '-'l'' 'V<~'lU.Oh 
ttu •'- 41••1 s.a.-• •*•»PM• :$_..,., ... .,.,.,_,..,. t~t ' 
P* •• \a• ·-..... ·••- or· ae- tt.P ..... •• ·-.ta. ~- •-:.a 
•.· a oat .·~ 11:1.• g•U•' . ,. •• ....,.: .. · ·. -~· 1':'•. · t ·outt .fJ..l '*.la _.,iatJ &_,:n Ia tad •• - J._t abtt\t~t .. '·Re WM1 ba.olt 4wa .aa 
.~ al- ~· tu-a• plat-foa··I1M.k .. tb._.\tlk c •. P.o. q~ 
aa4 t1a.l.ll.· •Q:.·ooeettot Sa. ge .. · ·'.'tu .. ·.·· · .. ·•.•.· • OMitt) 'll• ... fo.•••.•1iJ.e.·. 4e1tie til"• ·lb .. IOttt\lea in. - htd•i1-..a l~iiafJ ~ "te.b.• c.lt•.e • ....... 



RoUlr atat" tb.at ttu~ :eu•~Jt f>~\l o~WlEt4 no a~~y;~.~~· o\h.Ea~ 
tbfdl t.b.• b"~~ of . ~u~..-. ti;l..,aao-. in th~ fomvu4 fil~J~tXlaA:• l:!.ll 
li. trJ.t•• w ... ent. o .. u.t :bili.<J.O···· d.iM.t.·el.y • .. n4 b.J tha t.' iuhl auill. 1 was al;.lt;. to 
1~' ll b~.ttJ.e lu\em to leok ~~ tbQ liJHG pr•~ir.Hl.Vil) on. tl'l$ 
l>oil.erJ 1't ~4 iitl.Hady d.'.\!Op~ to ~ pouadJJ ~.t:· squar~ !non 
A~U);t\ w:M tall1*'8 wapidly. oa t•elil:lg t;a. •eoond f#l.~<dc, vd-.io.i1 wa• 
.P»oba b.ly thtf •••ont. bo~o ht't1• ll., "ou.hll tl;lt\ uoil~r~. ol.o:Jed 
tho ••'•• oU v•.)..ve -.ncl ~ll ~t thtl 4~W 1.att Uhe: fi:re~um. 
.til!l l!i'iiiiid Gt' ted lJ.noa iii! t!HJ th•eft<'ml o-l"ied t4Wtty liS tno Jte• 
aul:t o:t tneeo \WQ -.plr..aiowt • 

.lA 'Qhe attra tiRPoom ao •~t.&r-1ve 4~e ".-~te4 fftm 
'Olle f1H1; h1t. ~he •t''Go» bt.'llJc.b.ea4 ot t.hs f1MJ.'O.-. appeue4 w 
}.wld. a.a4 ao wa;kJ!' eat.re4 1me •»•o•. ~· tue:wQm ~--~· 
W«ft ~4 O\tt of .Pla•• ).:l.,pt.a fill$ ""'' M4 \ll.a I'M& 
PftflSilH GoPJtt4 to are. .£~.P--'ll1• ~le "aa. V•••1• lot• 
th(r) t~. •t'-ll 'Ulia t i»et 'b"M alt 1 b1~Ult!U.\$(1 th• l.~t'M~ 

=~: :r.o::~ ::.:·::.:·: ~=-= ::, ~=tb:t=-
hd taca •••--· (v• other ewrviYI:i)l" •••~• $a' U.•4ia~ll· 
toUowiatt 'At~ t a•t hit$ he aaw ~ Galet J.-sw•, t.1etl1i .. . •• 
;;.ii.lftftM:iA., Ud, \'lllu) waa ta. t.Ul.eiJ<e;e of ~lao l•»•ir :1'~1 .-.-. ... 
tJ.o.ut a tM ••'- aho», lJU.. •a t.at -••aotoll$• 1\• 
._.,_...~ ..,.,.,..., ttd.oJU8 c;.a« U...M4 4..-.s,e ooah'ol _.. 
i.a a •-JUltdt~ ~. aa will. be lU"~-. '"'* latalf ~ ~U 
n,ol't)., V•••·'• _., •~wa -aal.tt b:to •:ae f~~ ~114 •• _., 
•u lloJJ.q;r:. ViaU• he •• 4o.JAI thia woa .. , ••• • ._n« eqle
•:J.•a ••~4-. ~ baat hot&. ·~ bG& .. a»l.-1~ ttn.e: ~. :C. 
• .,. •• 4 $.84 to"M tho ~-,.. t~ll bolJib.eai to:t'W-. .· · . · · .. t 
w tlw 'bQUw •••~ ·~ tHl oU h$at;e»• 't$1Gk •• _.._, 
en 'b.• •..udl_., *'«>J;)petlt . «.•wa lft\)G 1itl• ll!.l4••• 'litw.ft W&e ao 

=:•;.!!t!'!:.t~~!r~:~~=l:-:u:~ .. ~:t.-:•· 
aad ~ ••• Hrkt.aly b.aw be• ln.a~~t·•·t hai 'tht• be·ea tile 
•••• Otaa.- R"lvo•a •'~• tma• \b latae i;a. the --.a. 
all.op -• llaOOi£_. 1ooa elU1 waa tuu~1M aaap..._4 Ao'Wn ttl"~ 
tne hale ill tb• ma.i.l. d.tiot, ~ t:tw.t a ~l tire • \$1.o wae 
aa•.lll u1iiaau1~•4, wna lilttNainl: 1a tbft rri30hiao •ttop. I.$ 1a 
l.utlH'Vd ••' aU hMb were ~ill.._ at ••u aa~$1• *'ft•1fi•u• 
in VJ.• flqS.,. ~-· · 

WUJ OAO ,U&B ~Jt-a.ion.M ~n 'bbe tdW• •eot;.j.q ~.at tbi¥ AUl:i,p 
au~ lb.• -.t\alk _. N1lou-.4. ~r,hta ~ ~. '1. ~h, .a., 
.s ata\1aa.cl !a. the a..,ae:J:~Ul.g •l'li&A• ••• Jt$, at~t.•.a fil~$~ · 
two o~ ._..a$ tllis Sk"l.o.ll w·U~h h~ tUUTiV•~ tll0 f.*~:t9-
.10U bUt wen ,p~b-•blf loe'b in. t1te W4Q# 14'~~. Y~'b.e~ _. 
11.'t:•t "bWil> l\~' 'tho ehi,p, Muuh •'•'•• t;ha1\ 6:1.1 .poww· ••• l$>•• 
..... t • . 11 o~teatl.$t1 exo~:p• wltl.a tb.e· :t.c. tlc~ltt \'1.. cevent, 
li11wew -w• "siwl'04 *• tiv~ d1e.,el ~eael\l&.i;QJ' s1tut;$4 lild ··wu 
rt~ai.ntt~ iat~ui' ft;tt about ~ minut;oa. l.n tl1~ b~r,h.t..uf! c~~l:'t• 
fAGM:l' ittQ:fie:cU •• Mly t·~Jt\llltr4 O:l t~ltl ~teitff~ ~~in$ )f(U)~l tall 

·4-



bu.n.lt# dt••-cr,,:pe.d ont~o tl'.t~ \ltwJ,-; c:md. uo i:::·J· fltit.a:r. ;;ilf.'\ t$r~:.Hl. ~~].Qodtnf.~ 
dlli.l. uot u.ppear to J)l"ogremt~ , b.~;~woV~;tr. .r, rt~l· tt:e s.aoond xdt , 
1.·u.nc.b nn.f1 ·u;.e c;tll.er n1:14 Sttetio.ue<l i:n "l:i ,h.t~ iilla -ari~.tg orl€;ixu~ rooo1 
\:·. iiJ rrt i.J Ji> t. 0 t.~.:: . ..JJ :f;~.:.i.L£ d i.~cO !t. ~dlo t btle ~u.·~ CJ !.' ti:'i. <s othe:t... t-v.;t; m~n 
ib r .. H:;;t li.n.c.lwn, but Vickon &ttl.\.t~s thut. t.:!tlnoh rexJ:lf.l.ined. on th~ 
ftU:t'ttiil Uf:> -;;.b~ s1d~1 w~~ ~l.at,\ti.np~ ~nd aQcnred tl loon~ d.epth 
oia.\.:r go w.tli<ah 'V'i&S roll irlt;:~ <~. bout. 1/iunuh v~.p,:f§ ln:ter piol(eu\ ~P 
out ot t.h.:1 wat-e.1• by l):tcl\:an at'ter th.e 3 I:I,_J,;3 h.a,(l sunk. 

• {;.ll ~~Q<H.t:t.'ll.~Q (J;~ltiCl.'.ipt1.-;;,n tll' Ul.~~ Q.t~ .... "Wi,i..f2;<) to th.i) ~;t.tez~ GJl-d 
ot t.iH:) al1ip oaitnot iJ.e pi~ood t<Jgv ttMU'. J t, ~oitp_veta.rs 'IU~a:t th.$ 
t:\,;rst bO.tib hit t!Hl (tf't:#GX~ t<):rpe<t.O ·l1J.Ot.Wt tU1.d. t1iiek)lOU1l'd i.P. thtt 
ti'Ult~1Jl6 rooru below. 1!te t~::~x·ptHl.P uu:.n.mt ·was blcn-vn OVf;.rboarct ~lJUi 
$01• of ti1t?i ttl\rU$-ade, -wll:i..Ch £;~ust l:u.'lVe haen sheE,~,;red ot1*, w•re 
•een o.~ <t~k.. Th+.il 1' orwa:r<t ·ttui•pt!d.o l~t..tnt ·~as O~tnted, u_vw{'lr4 
aid tJ.Ht s::petOll$ V•~r~ ;,l:~;.~i v·G.U i.nt-<) the st.aC1' • rf.tle liS.0CQ;'l\£\ bQ~ 
1li t ~m:t.ariil.r~tly wre~1ca4 ~i.t.·e ~tter u,pper dtllok h<.JJ;;la~, ae-tting 1.\1 
on tit"Q, i!Ul¢ pob~bly f,Xplo.tt•4 i.."l tlle at·\f~tr e:a~; i.tt• lfO_Qlfl. su 
at t .h.o eigb1J lito ~afta tabourd tllo .ahit'l w~ro. 1n tb~ Y1<d.n.itJ 
o'f· t.b.tHtlll $.x,plQ;f1:1:1q:n~.J &ntl t.iltJ.V were bl.own ·t-o bits. '0-Ju.mber Jt"our 
l,..Wt ilad 6-l'l.paPEJ.ut;ly r.o·e1v~d $ di.rvu·t .hit • 'b~~Hu~& {l]Tery one 
u the t:;liln OlN~v 4{1:1_d i:f&ett ~.il.l{lld .<:U&t'i. t~ho s;wl ·w~.a vrreckod . h 
g.~.pl,n.g bQlQ waa blown in tllfl matn (\()Qlc u.bove ~b.-a e.n~ine v.oom:s • 
.il:iclte.at s~a te• th:f):t the 'leo~ walll ru.p-tat:~ed tru;JJ. $ta:t•{){J{tl .. ~4 t,o 
por-t. Wle ftl~tt.h.et' $~-t~s ~..;hat , :t':roi'll ttt«~ hr14ge 1 tl1.n dtt.llW4~;4\' 
aid not appear .as e.X.J;;.$p;a1ve a• it re~l.ly \nu:t, e-nii tJ~f.l.t. tlle 
O~d1IJ.S {Jttiee~ b.atl ov6-ry i,r;a.t·ent!t1n. ol. .. asv1tJ.€; tbe: slli:p ad 
direoto4 b.ie every ~t:t)o:rt 11t~ flo ~o tUttil th.~ l,.a~t. 

Ai'ter t .tt.e ll t t.aeit wa~ vver tt1;,. i:olmn£wd.l..tt.g ~~i~i~tll'! ordere4 
ev•J;-yon~ o;tf the brid~~ ~xoapt h.iJl~ttlt t~ . .ntt tn(~ Chiflt ·tuarter ... 
r.~ater, Ht'i ~~>rtier«$t4 all. h.w~nu to ~.$Ati#lt tlHJ ll"~.Ptt.ir ;arty il:l 
oluart)e of. the G.h1ef natgi~neelt .itt j~tt1•on.tng tQ;t)$1de 1J~~igb.,e.. 
illl l~oae i-1Wtttrial was th.:t>:ow:n OV!l#l"b<;.a.ru.; t,i~ut~J.t'lJ:tll-t 
:;:J.lV$J~St(tin, with, f:!l(tV~U!'al ~~Gbh1.iatt $ lilatii$ 1 attG:spt~~t4 'tO 
1're~ W'u$ fr.-,n•rd tot'r,e-<l.o n.'tO\Ul't ·tt,;) ,Pe•it !'iring thlol t;orp~doe•• 
'l'il.r0 purt 'b~~-'t- W(l·t5 l.ow~·;r·ed ·0."10:r ·~:he »id.o :D..U.d it- san.k b ;{l!l.B41"" 
&.'t;l»ly . !'he 't.W(J :rerUA.ir.d.U.g life X'a'ft$ ~ loea'ti&d. ti~'t ftOOU.ii tl"~il'l:l 
?6, wel"fl l£Ul.nililf14 ~nd 'tll~ at~ltbo~l·d iJilOto:r wht:J.l.~'bQat ·was low"" 
erG4. i J,. thou.~J,t~ tJ.\.:1$ bo~ t ll.ad ·h~~dl hpl~4 by e. l~;t:~!~~ •p11nter, 
:J.t wa~ k.\~_pt !~.tl.oat by S.t-utti.n& li:f~ ja;ol\:~ts 1n t!:te holo ~:~net · 

by eonttiuuou.s ba.U.u r..M ·t.~ttu raotor ope:rat~d aatiataotol"'i.l.y, 
(Uiber, Canol&, Oll,;J.ti~IewW\;1 • ~Hrott, il&~ll.y , an4 V'e$S1.a ;~m:rt$d 
th1e boat. ~fh• Ct~l'r.mlai~ Ct'fioer '~he.r~ or<ltn'*•d J:lielton ·to 
t,Ake oll.~J.'!'g~ o:t tl'ut lH.~trt ttn.t\ t-<3 g.(l af·t in i't to put a~t. the 
1ire in. tlle t~.!t&~ t.'tJl!XJl' dtttck. l1ou.a~ fmd ·to ·tlt)t>d t•he aft$r 
~,~\.ga.:t.itUlta . :Oiol>eOJ:l b.r?.d t~") s-vv:tln. out to 'tfhtj hor±t fru~tl. t~he m.h.ip 

... , ... 



1:u1.:t h~ E.tot,ed tht:Jt~ thar~ ·~~~8 no oil rm. tllf.1 v.:ut~e.r i:~ t th.ita t:Lm.u . 
( 31. t i .fli; 0 )'.{i.1,:r{;{'f uf bO-t;tt f:io:i.;:(J'll prO{te('ded e:roun;d the bow 
t-o t 1t:H1 tciiihi tJf 1,},1e s.t.: .. :tp ~~ft. . Jr.. t.IH~ ac•tu;r ~·;r;,(;~1it1bnnt .. Iii£"""' 
·:.·.· . . , .• .,) .,,,,., h •<-! •"'~ •· t; '"' "";.''· , ~. ,., q ,.,,,.,, .• ,~,.). 6.· t··· ,.., l-. "'""' .. ·' '''lr ... ·'w~ /~ .... -,.,1, .·~". ~ ,.,,_,.. ,, ~. "·'.t .. ';" l"t'. t··· "'.··· .._'t, -~-4- "\ (,_,.;~ l.~.'ti '-..1. j "q ... , . . "~ P .-.&:,~.j;;•' fo.'f."•i'f"~4H\oit · ..:.t,. -W .,,,., ~;;,; • ..a.. ~ ..... ~.!'ft.l.i.f.Y.ii:.P/v.t . l?'fl.k- tio--• ..l. . ~\4. M, "-·Wl.· ; S;;l" 

t.d.nJ.;; ~lowi.y • '111~> ~} toru ~<e-nt U..'1.d+J;l• ,r':l;e$:t ano. $-.f~peenred 'tHl dl"$:W 
·i.,;: . .:; i~ :>:'w t 1 J1U..llln,.: lt~ ~.QvfJ.1 fjttll:t;Il i'il:~t. ,;,11 h-~U~.(i$ b~:J{!;.&-4 
(t.ir;:U1dOxti.liif2, slt:ip in lilu j~1oJ.;et$, $W,l.Jami.rJ.i: .:tor- t~b.~ ~atts . J'utJt 
a,$ th<J vr,;-; .t~ l:~:nrel . .ce4i-Glt~9d t.lua to~> of ttu: s.taek t.u\d t>•4~M. run
nl.ng t\QW.U. int.G i't , b. t.pr:c•i:fio e:t:J?loeiv:n c;e~\u.•x·~d . s:~llat r-r£t .. 
l!.l:fl.!,,ned o:t ·~;.h.~ slti.P 'Viii'*~ litt.ot·Ht tet4 1~o t;t:t~e:;:\. teet QUt of t.h~ 
watcel', t!l:rul i...\:1\G~ ~u:rf'~;tc~ <.;1,t ·~:.x~~ ~vab(ii:~' ttrcu.u4. th¢ ~.tti,p wa& Q'O\f'ered 
.,,j:th t>il . 'i&:d..s ifJ:e~trt fi);~tJ)l.O~l•.n:; 'Wl.\~l i'tG~ll!JWl.'id. hy tt,..nothel· s.uiallqr 
C.tll.~ ~ whiotl fllU::'V'i vors dQ.l"i;cd. t~;Jly id~-r<~-tl:t' it~d aa H t\.\t't:ptb oha.:c.~t.;e 
~X.J?ltu.d.Qn . 'lti~ l'*i-~ijl:i,.ll.i$ t'CU.'"Wftl'd flfi~.tl.on. tiltltll ~.wttleci $,lQ'~•lY , 
tai.u.h:,ing i..n a'LH:att t i v~ .wd,.u1a.t .$$. Q,nf!; ;~IU.Ul w.b.G eotu® rt switn. w•~s 
$(U.Ul btingiAS OU.l!O tkl~ £t-l~Oti~J.• W:tt.U ~h.& .$'ttm dl~U.t1?J.!$al'Od into 
the we.te.r . au.rv:lVf>l"J.!J (};si;:ima't;(~ tha.t th~ ${ti11 3H.:t~k. i.n tibou'fj 
tUt.et>lll to tw~I!ty I:dnu:tt(.l::J ~t't-e::r: )l'~e•l.vinfS ~h .. !:1l!'$t dl.~.,e't hi't . 
lJ.nd~:.r: O.Oll.t'i..itions ol' e:t-l'~$~ .$u.Ob a.a ex1$far~d ttt tJl,;,~ t1~ • Jniut.tt.,s 
wc.nJld. sefMt1 likf!l .tJo~~:s etud it is q\i.ite po;;Jsible t.rh.a:tf ~11• iib.ip 
at.m.lt ~h mo~ ra;f;idly ·t~a.&n tr~-t~se .;':.tlin +Jtetilr~tli . 

'lhe tiUll'ViVO~ ~ill'@ O'lt1 th~~ OJi•lUl.U!l t~1~t. 't>b.e fl4:1lr11'1U ~X• 
plo.si.<.uJ. w~~;~ &. boil.or ~u;:plo~i.otl. '1'1~1s a:.EJ"at~a l).a::r:-ltly ,Pltil;l.$.ihle , 
t!i,QUk_f,h, b:.~_~m.W.~Hi~ bnth. 1'il~@l!"O<JJD. ~ tU"Yi VOl"$ ~rtat~ Ml<i'i.t tho il \l:t~-ti.ti}. 
p:.t·tl~t~ure tu•,d tttu~ !:ll\H!td to Z$'t'th J. de,t~th. *ll.a-J:·~;e vr Wh.J:.• !1$ttt~. e;t,; ... 
plcuJ,i.t)t:t. atn.;•a~$ to be- rr .. Q~·$ liit~.l.f . No ilurvivol'" tel.:owa 4~£1 ... 
ni t~ll-,. whet-bt~r o:t not th~ {t.ep'tUI. <~h.t'l.:Vf:iS$8 wertt ttet, on lt~~i\1¥"EiH, 
but .ni<l.$.:6A s.te.telil! t1usr,t t:.:tv~ tts.w~l p:rao ttiuo 01-1 t1t~ \l'fM» to 
!leap ~kltlin ~Gt en '" until a ;;mh o:'l~a:rin$ er2ntac~ w~~ }J~;tl\<.'ie . 

~~'illl0win&~; this ~"''vl;;-;,~~.r:.m , Divf,:en, in t.i~e w1·~~· l<0bo~:rt 1 p-re~ 
oaeci.ed ~.Q .r~iek ll . .P all t~~JL irl ·tlle ~'1~ ter whon~ h.~ cHHlld. find,, 
ttnd who t'iJ#P*a.r&d to b-@ ~rt;1ll ta.liv~ . flo a,l;.tllOfl"•&deil ir1 ll'.i~wlnf.;; a 
total of fiille*ln m.ext, inoluttl.ng lt1J~r$etlt • euld t/bl\'Ul b@·~~I[.Ul look• 
in.g .to:¥,~ t.h.fil lif.t't 1-ai'tas iu o~d.o-r- to ·take 't'illif.i.i in. ·t,ow. His 
JSttart.t!l l"t~B :tru.itl,-$11.Ui t .~Cl he h$fiHl~,Q_ ·t;(~War~;t ti'b,e U.;S.d • JJJr!OiJhv 1 

w~~.i..'-J.b. waa (t~&ctl 1:rt ·t.b.kJ water, liji.it\lnl F-tbo-ut 25~ ttnd bta"ning. · 
.tie fij,pp:c,-t)l/it:llt::.d to 'fli'tl1in 250 :yat"da rutd fftlt;ited ills.truoti~na . 
Af'tel" ~;;;,;l~ct\ t t1:t.1:rty ru.i,nuta~ b.~ wau ee.lled alon€~tiid-ei and s~ve:r~.l. 
ot ul;o ;:.;;.;:;(.ifJliC we:wtd~!!i w~r'> JJ~t :Ln, tt,a 'boat. Dttr111{!!: . t.the nigtlt 
0£ '!A'fJ,';l '"!tr1 1,;;ioitfJ;tl LUH,t 'iilH~ .'JU~Vi.V\.<;t·~ Ot 'tht:) .:i l¥S:::11 al0r.1g \"Ji'bh 

,.- lidlc B!.:!tVernJ l.ii$H.1 at-ay~d iJ;!, ·tJ:Hil! t>-vet, ~:e&-p.:i...ng ill ~he 
v:L• i.uJ.ty ~t th.t> • <:n.t ~.Jtil.y fYt.:b tlltly Hf}::~1-1n W'$ilt a.l.Qn~aide 
i!Ul\:i $J.I'tik!1$l't1l-"l"'~d. th!' \NOUJU'i.&<t b~·t~l-c (lOOa~d, 'WlHU.~$ m'l£tt:r"0tlSG$ hat\ 
bueu 1a.1d ~ut. u:.tl deok. •rt.~ ;,~:U-ti& ere\~ ;;-:lt·~J~t04 to put-Qb t:b.e 



• 

"t.:~t;)l(t 1,-~·~. t .. ,;;.{t~·-i:M"· -·~)tkl,~l t t,\ 

Hi,;)$)\;; :'~ ili~t;;;UiJ (Jh; 11 ; '~< 
\J t -~ ~;y-~ .:'lV.~.t.k;;;\, t ~)~Jt 

~~:" L,i>;H:1 1\tiX l't)i;~; l.ii' 
-~~ 't--r;j·_:\'t ~ i. t, ~~~}\~J;, i ~~-· 
. .-.:. ' -i},,ll 

'"'··• -':' <ui;"l · <~o;,. , ·.~ct~ .. :;, ·~ t.-',l;:.p1.# d. , ti·~o~ t> ~:I.;Jl4ld 
n U>!J. ~~~t~n)":il£'.' (<{ ' iSt.l;, ;~.;,'lit ;,"~i-.JI~~~ r:>t 

)_.-c•;j.)~~·ti~t \;:~~._. ~l.i -:~J::;~t;-,;, i_~(~~- t~1 .f -r~f!f.,;: _: ;\~~L:4:;.t~ ,~J[;}.Q;~~-l"·~~ \,}~f~-- U; ~<~.J:.J \1 -?.fr 
. • ' 4 - ,:: ;j- ,. ,.. • .• 

~r; '"i.:ll~('. '%-.t; .J.~ .t'ili~ ''*!'!i ~t3 '· il !l~;i.~~ .iih'l.l.l ~ ·~~~!C- X:i<{i<J -:; ) .. ~t1 ,;l t ;'i.~'lt:i_£ 
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
FLAGSHIP OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 

i'l'Nll 
To a 

~M'Iier in Chi.t, U&U.\ed Aa1iM P•oitio Fl.•-'• 
.,.. SHn'-7 ott-._ ••v· 

ftat Coaluacla., "'. ch1et .. u.tt.c~ ''-* n••· 
t$llbj41Ctt auJd .. q et \btl u.s.a. a~ (D»48t) o, ,_..._...._"ill 

tM O•l"&l 8la a *¥ ? , 19/ta. 

fornntR. 

2. tb1t foUotd.a.g ,.iat.• trt.Dd out ill \he 11vr.t-1,.. o! \he 
~~-ftldQi ot tbe SDSt 

(•) A~ll&h a. •ld.p ..,. haT• rad.U", a t4ch ~ of 
ti&iluo• ;, loolccn1- _. lat •1AtoU...4J .,... whii• .._...~ 
wlta se nd&r, a.uo* t~.ut Jcnowl.Mc• ot ... 11• .. J.n -· d•Wv 
•• a ~ d"fJHI!d aioac•U• .. 

("D) Qqlok •n1n¥ *" "" ~.....,. ._, \q' t4le lloU ld.\1 
eo tbat -. or .:U. ot illq coW.<l ,_\ k ~. 

(o) La'&• ~1 :L••·• •n •au• 'bT ~·-- tMt 
"" p.nJbabb.' ta. ebipt• on. dep\b. mrpa. C...amd.Ulg Qttt.~na 
-... beea ...,..~ -.-.. •t tb1a 4q•r c4 -..t Wee we17 -~ 
cnwtt..D to _..Y¢ ~t. · 

(•0 »-v,t• the NCJet -...uw iaoNBM a tDt uf! 
n\UIIIIv ot clo.• raraa• AA ...,._" .alllpe •til\ ••• iGo tew. ll1t;h 
...,. tou.r ._ ~. sas l•st •• l'*"h ot her elM• ,._.. Ht•• ldle •• ot thea 3,._1 tib11 _,. -..ve JIIINftt \be clUtwenoe 
'be't.W• ber e.oa;pe aui de.t~n. hat..-o,_.• ... t baY• a\ 1--' 
•isht »- or ·~val.~ _.... · 

(e) 4PP&Nft\l.T OJI4J to• UTe bctJ$1Jf'• &'\taoktMi -~- SW, 
Jet ~ at thM •'• M\•• ftd.8 lMJIIO.eAt.ll• ot W.\a oa a ld.sh. 
•• ._ ... rial *ip#_ ftPectiall.r • a , .. , ... ,.,., . i.e .~ 
.... , ... it ...,. ~.U-· ~a. tbif Yfqi., ·~-tt- ot ..... 
·~ -- ~"- •tta.Qk£ni .., .. lap_. ............ Ia , •• 
nG -r•r GWAI ldl.•4 ·t.· U1te a •ia.sle ld.t.- !bt l.,._H pUou.• 
.,..._ P.,...blT n-.1\.ed. ~~ PJ'U•in& t;bl· •tt~ ~ t• & ••f'T 
low altlk.Qe lllt.bod r...,a tor tb.eU- nn. eafety. 
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Subj(jct: Sinld.ng of the U.s.s . SIMS (DD409) by Japa.nc:tao Bonlbers in 
the Coral. Sea on ~ 71 1942. 

------------------~------------------
(t') The ineffectiveness of high-altitude horizontal. bombing 

lfa8 again brought out~ A total of 17 planes dropped bombs from high 
altitudes at SIMS and NEOSliO withou.t mald.ng rm.y hits J 24 dive boraberu 
attacked and repeatedly hit both ships. 

3 • In the c a:Jes of both the HAMMAI~li- and the SIMS repone have 
contain.ed statemente that the depth charges wt~n set on sate. ln. each 
incident after the ehip had sunk violent explosions, attributed to either 
the shipt • torpedoes or depth che.rge81 kllled many· officers and men. 

4. Various theories have been advanced as to the caus• of 
theee fl.'Xplosions, but .Qit)et agree that either warheads or depth cbargea, 
or both, were involved. Some of the points brought out are; 

(a) Safety .for~s m.q hs,ve btJen knoaked out when enemy 
bomb or torpedo hit - though in the case of the H.A.MMANN , depth 
charges on deok were tJiUJ!Iined. by a ooJnpetent petty officer e!ter 
-the slU.p was hit. In accordance with standard precautions neither 
ebip had pistols 1n depth charges other than those on deck. 

(b) ~1±~r ~;!2lOf1ons m.a;y have in some ra.a.n.ner detonated 
Bl"h$ado or depth oharges. In the S.l:Ms, h<ntever, pressure in one 
boiler dropped to zero during the attack before it was secur«:t, arld 
pereonnel at the other state that the presBttre ha<l dropped bEllow 
200 pou.nda and was falling rapidly whe.n they secured the boilei' and 
evacuated the fireroom. · 

(e) F.fa:e fJ1i3:Y have set off magaz~s. This factor does .not 
soem proved in either ship. The HA1&1ANN went down so rapidly that 
fires could have had littl3 chance to get started1 fmd there is no 
indication in the soo of s~vere tire below decks. 

(d) Pistols or exploders 11t.a;Y have been at fault, d11e te> 
poGr as~embly- or to exposure. 

(e) In both &hips internal expJ.oeicms occur~d after the 
stem had gone down. In the SIMS depth of sinlti.ng is exactly in
dicated by tbe statement• that· a terrific explosion oocurr.d just 
as the water reached the top of the sta~k and began running dowu 
into it. 

. ---~ -~- .. - --·--·--------· --- . -- -- -- -· -
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
FLAGSHIP OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 

a1nld.n' of tb.e u.s.s .• SUS .(:00409.) Jq .J'a.panoee Ja~ra in 
the Gor-.1 Sea Qn ~ 7, 1942. 

·----------------~·----·-------------
(t) Torp«lo 4\iP..fl.uke -ill t~ alter DRWlt of th• SD&.'i 

wn blov41~-up by bomb hits, aad. Q.'tW.&ae weM rolling aroWld o.n 
de~le but •• uploded at this t.i.t-.~ 

(a) r.,_ the ovicteac• ot t4•ee •ink:inaa, it 1e 1Ml1ev• 
that 4NlJ.7 . ~ part. «:J! th• d~pt.b, cb~- OS' l!f&J!"b9MII e~d.. f.bi.a 
po~• t<ll the pJOObe.b:Uity tbat o~ tboee on. 4e.C ,.,.. t.nvolve4, 
•d it ~- nat"l'ew tl\e ·tie:l.4 of _.,..-JJaent w pitftola -.d expl.H.e~. 

5. It 1• cou1dued ~t tbia rqat tel" .ia of euffie:i.ut S..... 
porMI'lc• to JJ~t the. i'Ureau o.f ~oe un&lert.ak~& exp•iale.nt• to _ 
d.tat..-.ne \be H&MM tor depth c4u"ge or torpedo qpae1ona clur!n& 
t.n. dall:~ of a ship u4 ~ ebe ha• •u•rc.o ~- a ocm.14erable 
depth. fbfn eql;oa.S.~e ll•~ oauetl area:Mr lo•• ot lite than the 
ena.rq hlt.e tbat ,_. the •fd.P•. 

6. thl• eb:lp 1JU fo~ 1n w hi,p .. t trMi.Uou ot the 
aeni•• both 1n the ~ag~1; Vlitt. t11e enell\r aa4 Sa tbe ~cl 
and pel"aifiant et;torta toke~ the eb.ip atlO&t; at...- .Oe bad b8a 
bit. 3\lit&Dl• -.rda 'fd.ll be reo~ti li9' ••~ .....-.~. 

Copy., 
:B80r4i 
eo--.pae::. 


