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America’s GenealogyBank
• NewsBank, inc. – one of the world's premier 

information providers for more than 35 years 
• For more than 50 years, Readex has published 

many of the most widely used collections of 
primary source research materials in libraries. 

• Core Genealogical content combined into:     
America’s GenealogyBank

• Four centuries of data
• More than 193 Million articles, documents and 

vital records



  

America’s GenealogyBank
• Historical Newspapers 

1690 – 1977
– More than 1,300 titles 

• Historical Books – 
1801-1900
– More than 11,760 rare 

printed items
• Historical Documents – 

1789 – 1980 
– More than 116,000 reports, 

lists and documents

• America’s Obituaries 
1977 to present
– More than 26.7 Million obits
– 70% of all obits published 

annually
– More than any other source

• Social Security Death 
Index – 1937 to present
– More than 79.6 Million 

records
– Only site updated weekly



  

America’s GenealogyBank
• Newspapers 1690 – 1977

– More than 1,300 historical newspapers
– Search terms highlighted on the page
– Millions of obituaries, marriage notices, birth 

announcements 
– Millions of articles about the lives of your ancestors



  

America’s GenealogyBank
• Sample Search
• Marriage of Robert STARBIRD and Abigail 

HASKELL



  

America’s GenealogyBank
Paper: Eastern (ME) Argus.;  Date: 1828-08-19;   Vol: IV;   Iss: 405;   Page: [3]; 



  

The Essex (MA) Register;  Date: 1824 Feb 13;   Vol: XXIV;   Iss: 13;   Page: [3];



  

The Essex (MA) Register;  Date: 1824 Feb 13;   Vol: XXIV;   Iss: 13;   Page: [3];



  

The Essex (MA) Register;  Date: 1824 Feb 13;   Vol: XXIV;   Iss: 13;   Page: [3];



  

The Essex (MA) Register;  Date: 1824 Feb 13;   Vol: XXIV;   Iss: 13;   Page: [3];



  



  

Macon (GA) Daily Telegraph
6 July 1930



  

Columbus (GA) Enquirer
28 Feb 1900



  

America’s GenealogyBank
• Historical Newspapers 1690 – 1977
• America’s Obituaries 1977 to present



  

America’s GenealogyBank
• Historical Newspapers 1690 – 1977

– More than 1,300 historical newspapers
– Search terms highlighted on the page
– Millions of obituaries, marriage notices, birth 

announcements 
– Millions of articles about the lives of your ancestors

• America’s Obituaries 1977 to present
– More than 26.7 Million obituaries
– From all 50 States, Guam & Puerto Rico
– 70% of all published obits each year
– More than any other source



  

America’s GenealogyBank
• Historical Newspapers 1690 – 1977
• America’s Obituaries 1977 to present
• Historical Books – 1801-1900



  

America’s GenealogyBank
• Historical Newspapers 1690 – 1977
• America’s Obituaries 1977 to present
• Historical Books – 1801-1900

– Books, pamphlets of interest to genealogists
– Genealogies, local histories, biographies
– Funeral sermons, wills, military histories
– More than 11,760 rare printed items



  

America’s GenealogyBank
• Historical Newspapers 1690 – 1977
• America’s Obituaries 1977 to present
• Historical Books – 1801-1900
• Historical Documents – 1789 – 1980 



  

GenealogyBank
• Historical Newspapers 1690 – 1977
• America’s Obituaries 1977 to present
• Historical Books – 1801-1900
• Historical Documents – 1789 – 1980 

– American State Papers - complete
– 40% of the Serial Set 
– Pensions, Widow’s Claims; Casualty Lists 

and more
– Currently to 1914 … 116,000+ reports
– Adding House & Senate Journals



  

•                                                                                                                  Prisoners at Algiers. Letter in relation to 
•                                                                                                                                           the prisoners at Algiers, communicated to the 
•                                                                                                                                           Senate, 21st January, 1791, by the Secretary of 

                      1st Congress, 3rd Session. Publication No. 48

Quickly locate obscure documents 
like this list of US prisoners in 
Algiers in 1791 ….



  

Claim requests rejected and accepted …



  

America’s GenealogyBank
• Historical Newspapers 1690 – 1977
• America’s Obituaries 1977 to present
• Historical Books – 1801-1900
• Historical Documents – 1789 – 1980 
• Social Security Death Index – 1937 to present



  

America’s GenealogyBank
• Historical Newspapers 1690 – 1977
• America’s Obituaries 1977 to present
• Historical Books – 1801-1900
• Historical Documents – 1789 – 1900 
• Social Security Death Index – 1937 to present

– 79.6 Million death records
– More than 17 Million people born in the 19th Century
– More than 2.3 Million deaths before 1965
– Only site to be updated weekly



  



  

Deerfield Review (IL) - September 4, 2003

Deceased Name: Man who changed name to Santa Claus dead at 59
Santa Claus is not dead; even though obituaries say a "Chief Elf," Santa Claus of Mundelein, 
died Aug. 26 at his home on Route 83, near the village. 

Santa Claus, (a.k.a.) Robert Rion, 59, went to court to change his name to match that of 
his look-alike folklore hero -- a jolly old man dressed in a red suit whose reindeer pulls his sleigh 
throughout the world so he can deliver gifts to children everywhere Christmas Eve. 

His passing was noted on broadcast and cable news across world as the media declared his untimely death. 
While some children dream of flying through the world wearing a Superman's cape, Rion always wanted to 
be a "real-life" Santa Claus partly because he closely resembled his red-suited hero from his girth to ruddy 
completion and flowing white beard. 

So Rion appeared before Lake County Judge George Bridges in 1997 with a petition to legally change his name 
to Santa Claus. He told the judge he wanted to change his name and have Santa Claus on all his official 
documents. 

The judge granted the request. 
Rion opened his Santa Claus cottage north of Mundelein where he talked to and dispensed good advice to children. 
He talked about his reindeer and handed out candy canes and coloring books. 

(the obituary went on from here)



  

America’s GenealogyBank
• Historical Newspapers 

1690 – 1977
– More than 1,300 titles 

• Historical Books – 
1801-1900
– More than 11,760 rare 

printed items
• Historical Documents – 

1789 – 1980 
– More than 116,000 reports, 

lists and documents

• America’s Obituaries 
1977 to present
– More than 26.7 Million obits
– 70% of all obits published 

annually
– More than any other source

• Social Security Death 
Index – 1937 to present
– More than 79.6 Million 

records
– Only site updated weekly


