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HISTORY OF THE 21st SIGNAL SERVICE COMPANY

FORT PEPPERREIL, NEWFOUNDLAD.
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/ feundland ‘on’ the lS July: 1941 under the Command of Captain Airel B. Cooper. .
Pt The orlglnal group of men con51sted of" ‘mrelve (12), which came to Newfound~—

HISTORY OF THE ZESt SI(}NAL SERVIGT' GOMFANY
| "Fort Peppe elc‘i ﬂewfotndland

The. ?ISt S:Lgnal Serv:Lce uompany ‘Was actz.vated at Camp Alexander, New-

‘land as a Signal Detachment on tne S. S. Alexander on 25 Janvary 19k1. On

2 June 1941 the Signal Detachmen‘h which had been housed on board the S. S.
-~ Alexander moved 1nto a tent city. called. Camp Alexander located just oubside
. of the Gity of St. John's, Newfoundland, 'On 11 April 1941, Captain Cooper
viand- Sghe Snell made a reconnaissance tour of the Avalon Peninsular, in con-~

7 ‘nection with mstal}.atlen of Signal Corps eqummer\t and pla(':ﬂlent of Signal -

-'-_“Gorps personnel. | This detachment was the basis of the 215% Signal Service .
Company. The. detachment was disbanded on the 15 July 1941 and then called

- 'bhe ZILS‘b S:Lgnal Servn.ce Company.

“on 22 Jnly 19111 51xty-+wo (62)) men were added +o the ne*vly formed 21 3‘3? '

'Slgnal Service Company with addltlonal mcreases on the 8 Decembez- 1941, of

~ forty—flve (45) men.

On the 2k November 191;11 tbe 215t Slgna_ moved from its tent city at

e Caﬁp Alexander to Fort Pepuerrell, which was still partially under construc- :

/ tion. The 218t moved into one of the newly’ construcﬁea barrac ks, having

© 218% Signal Service Detachient fo

‘for the. firsit tlme warm and comfortable guarters since amlvmg at Cazro
: Alexamder. ‘ )  _, L ‘ P e

on 16 October 19111 Cap‘oan.n Cooper, was promot d to Major and went on

Betached Service: to 3tephenv1119 in connection with Signal Corps ac tivities,
_fv-om which be returned on the 23 October 19?41, Captain Paul Tema replaced

G/e;’}ene-} Cogper as Commandmg Offlcer on- the 1 f&ovember 1941,
. £-9 /OF i

'nal roster amd seventeen (17) more by the 26 Harch 19&2 masang a total

- strength of one hundred and seventy-six (176) men., additional E.M. were assig~
~ned to the Company during. April, lay and June, mcreas*vnb *che s*tre*wht to. about.

;259 M/Sgt‘ Eugene Snell was, promoned to.Warrant Officer JG on 15 Ivlay l9h2.

EIRE R Captaln John E Beckert rep].aced Captain Panl -'-sm& as Commandlng Off-»
o -1c§r of the 213'5 on 25 Jnly 19112 ‘which posrslon he held until 13- November
w o 1GhE .
R While a.t Fort P ep‘oerrall the 215'1" Slgnal Snr\n_ce Gcmpany installed an
- Automatic Telephone Exchange, all cable and nomplete sz_cnal camnmnlﬂatwﬂs
f‘er the en’r,lre post and Area. Sh T - P »

hrne (33) ‘men were transf‘erréd as a
: For: ‘Ec.&ndrew at Argen‘t'ta to handle all .
Sz_gpal Coros act:.vitlas at the Arm; Base. - ; v

On the 20 August 1942, tb:w_rt"

S 0nm 2)4 Aavust 1942, twenty four (2_ ),/men Were transf‘er‘f’ed to Harmon

= Fleld as a. 215t Slgnal Betachmeqt to: take care.. of the Signal Co*ps actlv-» :
ities, leaving a s*orength one. hundred nmtv—-two (192) enh.sted men in the 3
' ’23_st Sw gna.l Servs.ce Go:xmany at Fer* epperrelL , SR x

| ;1 .

On the 15 March 19b,2 talr‘%;yulve (35) men W‘=re added to the 21st Sig- -
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. A Post Signal Detachment was initiated on 17 September 19l2 consisting
g of sixteen (16) men, whose main duty was to service and keep in operation
' the Automatic Telephone system, on the ?os’%t at Fort Pepperrell. -
on 2 November 1942, Lt. Slegel-and five enlisted memrwent on Detached
. Service to Allens Island, Newfoundland in commection with the defensive
Radar networks. : Lo

SlX enlisted men of the 215% Signal --Sfervice Company were granted their
first furlough from this command on the k November 1g9h2.

: . On 1) November 1942 lst 1t. T-Herning assumed command of the 21t Signal
. Service Company, vice captain ‘John Beckert rej.ieved.

"14. Hanson was assigned to the Company on the 19 November 1942 and was

appointed supply and mess officer.

¥/Sgt Kncellerbwas appointed an"Lt. of 13 November 19h2 and T/Sgt
Schafer was appointed Warrant Officer JG on 31 December 1942 and assigned
to the company on the 1 January 1943. .

© . On 18 January 1953 six (6) ‘efi;liste;d‘ men were transferred in grade to

. Fort HeAndrew, and Argentia as a wire crew, for the purpose ;:of maintaining

Signal Commnications at that post. | SRR . ‘
: ’ On 21 January 1943 ‘Ghe'“ éis't‘Signa.lServicé Company was relieved from

o assigned to Headquarters, Newfoundland Base Command and assigned to Fort
-7 - Pepperrell. ‘ T .

‘ 1st 1t. Hor"ing was relievéd\- from céiﬁmand of the 21st Signal Service

| _ ; Company an_d Tt. Molliman assumed command on 4 February 19143,_

’ : ' On 7 February 1943 two lst Lt’s--andtwelve (12) enlisted men left the
* ' Company as cadrgmen for Fort Monmouth, N.J.. - They later formed a basis
for a new Signal Company. . . ‘

o ' The sixteen (16) men which were assigned %o the Signal Detachment at
| .+ Fort Pepperrell, were reassigned to the 21st Signal Company on the 11 Feb=-
’ - ruary 1943. o ’ \
- Ontme February 1943 Lt. Snell was missing in an Army Aircraft while
on'a secret mission. ‘ : : ‘
, Lt. Millei- was assigned‘? on the 23 Febmaify 1943 and later appointed
Base Photographic Officer.. = : ’

 M/Sgb Verry made Warrant Officer JG on the 1 April 1943 and 2nd Lt.

: b g " On the .23 F_e‘oi'uary 1943 lst 1t Holliman was appointeé"Cap‘tain,‘ ,
| , arr iice
| Hughes was made 1st Lt od 21 April 19h3."

- Warrant Officer Schafer 'éras- tfansferrédv to Fort Dix N.dJ. on 22 April
. In the summer of 1943 the St. Brides oven wire line, linking Fort
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' jcAndrew and the Radar Station at St. Brides, a distance of twenty-nine  (29)
miles was started. I K _
" In the fall of 19")43 ‘the Harmon Field, Table Hountain to Port aux Basques
open wirs line was jnihted and-completed in March 194k, A total distance of
" one hundred and ten (110)-miles, a ‘project -é.which was later writted up in the
YANK, the Army Weekly and also ‘given world wide publicity in telephone mag-. '
azines. (Copy of YANK is enclosed) o | , ‘

| On 7 September 1943 ‘tweﬁﬂy—oﬁ_é (21) enlisted men were assigned to the
21st Signsl from the Detachment at Harmon Field. :

. Capﬁain Holliman was appéiﬁf,e'd. Major~6n the 22 Sepﬁem‘oef 19h3.

~ On the 10 October 1943 T/5 #hitmore was accidentally hit by a machine
~ gun bullet, while crawling through the jnfiltration course and later sent
%0 Lake Placid, N.T. for rscovery. ' : :

on 13 October 1943 1st Lt. Snell, who was lost on a Army Aireraft,
presumed as dead. Hajor Hollimsn was appointed Assistant Base Signal
Officer on the 6 October 1943. . :

B ~ On the 1 Noyembef 1943 Gapta_m Beckert and twenty (20) enlisted men
i {who were on detached service at Harmon Field) were transferred in grade
\

+ o Station No. 6, NAW, ATC, APO 86k -
W.0. J& Jctherrjwas appéin*;e’df_@?i) on 2 December 1943.

On 28 December 1943 1st Lt.Knoeller and;‘bhivz‘ty—oﬂe (31) enlisted men

 were transferred to Eastern Defense Command, Governors Island, N. Y.

, T/§ Jaspers froze to death on 13 February 1944 while on detached ser-
vice at Harmon Field and working the. Port aux Basquess Table Mountain, -
Hormon Field line. (Story with pictures of rough elements encountered were
described in 2 June 19hk issue of TARK)

;- - Om 13 ﬁ%i‘chj"l%hi Lt R. 0. Smith and thirty-five (35) enlisted men,

. formerly of the Radio Intelligence Platoon were transferred from assigned,
“and assigned to the E.T.0. England. ' :
~ . .0n 19 March 194k the crew of linemen had completed the open Wire line

. from Harmon Field, Table ‘Hountain to Port aux Basques, and returnsd %o

Fort Peppereell. R S C :

. on 1l April 19kl four (4) enlisted men wers transferred to the 828
- Signal Pigion Replacement Company, Fort Monmoubh, N.J. and &t the same
‘time the pigions were retﬁrne;ifto_-tbe U. 8. Lok :

;

B . ‘ ‘

’ ' on 18 April 19k Tt Gauthier and Lt. erdin, formerly of the 821
- Signal Wire Maintenance Company were transfered to the 21st Signsal

' L _ Service Company, at Fort Pepperrell. ' | ‘ : ,

| R o On the O May 19h4h Seventjréfiiﬁe; (719} enlisted men of ‘fhe 821 Signal
[ ' " Hire Maintenance Company who‘were”ijstationed; along the Railroad right-of-
|

|

|

._3,_
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way a‘b dz.fferent repeater statlons were translex-ea 1nta the 2lst Slgn&h

Semce Company. n

On 3 June 192;2; Magar Moses anci Gaptazn Hopkins were assigned to the

21s% Signal Service Company and Major }ﬁoses _assamed command of the 21st

-~ Signsl Company relieving Major Holliman: as commanding officer. -Captain

~Hopkins was appom‘ced Area Signal. foa.cer, ‘viee Captain Paunl Tema. ‘Alsc

four (li) enlisted men were assigned t0 this company to relieve four (k)

'enl:.‘sted men Who were returnmg on r@tatlon to the Unites States,

On 17 Gctober the 2151: Slgnal Servme Ccmpany was awarded the Merit-
orions Service Hmt Plague for eutstandmg service from 1 January 1944 to
17 October 1%hk, copy. of which is attached. A presentation party and dinmer.
was given in the mess hall of the 21st S:Lgnal Service Company at Fort Pep-

~perrell, and Gol. MeDowall, Area Commander and Col. Glen Allen, Chief of

Staff presen'ted thn plaque to the company cemmander. Major Moses.'

At thls tlme all repeater stations along the cable line were hooked

-up into a net work, over which they heard the presentation speeches and in

turn made their own comments. . This hookup involved a distance of over five :

‘hundred (500) miles and for the first time brought the members of the 21st

Signal Service Company together, though not in body the spirit .of the

- organizab ulOn was unl‘bed.

1%

- On the 31 of Gctc;ber 19&&. n,.neteen (10) men were assigned to the
Company rehevmg e:.ghteen (18) men th were sent back to the U. So, on

mtatwn.

" on 1k October 19kl the first man - 1ef‘c on Temporarv Duty and recrea-

“tion to the U. 8. a total of five percent of the company was permitted to

be out at one: tme., 'I‘hls was later mcreased to ten pefcent,

On 10 Febrnary 19L5 the 213'!; Slgna“ Servme Ceompany was dlsbanded
Offlcers and W,0.'s were assi gned to St. John's Area, and enligted men were -
‘transferred to Headquarters Cozapany, ‘St. John's Area, Fort Pepperrell, ‘
Mewfnundland wri;h Capt&m John Wetle as Company Comamer,
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S 1942 at Fort George G. zgeaae.
" George €, Weade snd proceeded 1
28 September 1942. On 15 Sept mbe

“the: hlstory of the 8‘21s+. Szgnal ??ire |
te since the cempany ook all “'he o
n %o the Unl‘bed S‘ba‘bes.i : SR

‘one hundred and thlrteen enlisted mﬁ mbérked from Bostmn on ‘bhe “Eorth
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u&ugusﬁ fﬁn g Efay 1944 tw
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~21st QWanal Serv1ce Company,_
APQ 862.

a3 ..

0

‘ 1, Under the prov1S1ons of WD Cvrcular é45 daued 20 August 1944 the 21st
Signal Service Company ig hereby awarded the Merltorlous Servmoe Plaque Loy oube=
standeg performance from 1 January 1944 to 17 October 1644 in: tbe Follﬁw1n re-
:Spects.‘ . E T S : S G S :

7

R 8, prerlor perzormance of duty in exceptlonally d¢Pf10u1t taskg re=
) qulrlng a high degree of technical and administrative skill 1n malntalnlng the -

: 915t Slgnal Service Gompany in-a high state of’ efflclency.

1

B thlevemeﬂt of 8 hlgh standard of. dlSClpllne as demonstrated by
ersonnel, installations, and equipe

smperlor military courtesys appearance of P
AWOLY s,

" ment; .enthusiastic executlon.of orders, ‘absence: of venereal disease,.
conv1ct10ns by courts martlal -or pun1sqmepts urder K. 104

, 2. Tt is d@swred that all: enllsted personnel cf 21sﬁ Slgnal Serv1ce Com«j
pany wear the Yeritorious Service Unit: In31gn1a, and that they . continue to. seb
an - example to all units of thls command 1n thelr super;or MANNET of perfermence .

and devoJG:Lon to dutys
2 Wiﬁh.thls award I‘offer.my*péfSGhal_cbngfétula%ions Lo each'member of
tMaCm@mWo U e b T e T bl ’

Jonn B. Brooks /é/
JOHN ‘B, BROOES,'
dagor Genera;,,U; Qe Army, -
' Commapdlnga EN 160545

_ c _ | RGNy . 18 Oct Entid.
RN @Rl e 1st Ind. T nueD/we

 [AREA EE%DQEARTERS U, S._Army, APO 862, 18 Octover 1944.

.
,

1UfIO~ let Slgnal Serv1oe Compan‘, APO 802.,__}if“x
It is with a great deal of pieasure ana feelldg +hat T forward ué yOu
thls ba51o letter. . : ~
1a$3_,1'j'f ii.tzifj :ﬁ, John Mbwaall /s/ ,
- ' el pild s e e JOHN, MoDOWALL,
P WRUE copy ;? e o Lieute Cole, Fa Ay
" cow o i e o Commandings |

]

f s ,_/ M/j’ 47/ %-(/ ; ";‘Ti' 1.,,.‘t:. :
R CHARD A HODK qg
. GE;\.‘::JC ".< Q"L?'EC i Cor‘ps
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