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DP's, RAMP's and other related problems) were those
“closely associated units” listed under G-5 Attachments,
and the old familiar names of the 17th Armd Gp and the
gth TD Gp. These last two, as the German fortunes of war
sank to new lows, were engaged more and more in wide-
spread security and military government tasks. FEach of
these various units had followed in general the corps head-
quarters battle route, as shown in the front and back end-
papers; and had operated within the XII Corps zone of ad-
vance, as shown on the fold-out map at end of text. All had
won honors and awards (for example, see photos, p 389),
and the work of many had been the subject of commenda-
tary letters from appropriate authority. (Note, as examples,
the special letter from Gen Patton commending the work of
the 136th QM Trk Co, with ather companies of the s14th
QM Gp which had served closely with XII Corps, p 441;
and that from Gen Lentz in tribute to the Air OP

" The best source for a VE-Day review of the
activities of the 93d Sig Bn is the “Technical Historical Re-
port” prepared in typescript by Col Scanlan after conclusion
of the fighting: “During the period from 14 Aug 44 to 3
May 45, the Corps CP moved a total of 32 times over a
distance of approximately 1,250 miles. The 15 jeeps as-
signed to the Message Center were in constant and continual
use. During the period of Continental Operations from 14
Aug 44 to 8 May 45 the messenger vehicles amassed a total
of approximately 350,000 miles of operation. During this
entire period only four Messengers and two vehicles were
lost due to enemy activity. All of the Messengers were re-
turned to military control when their captors were overrun
by American troops. . ..*

“. . . During what has been termed the periods of Build-

up, traffic in the radio nets became, for the operating per-
sonnel, discouragingly light. At times Radio trafic was
negligible for days due to the fact that all units attached
or assigned to Corps were so securely tied in by wire. How-
ever, during the periods of Pursuit, Radio traffic reached a
peak of between one hundred and one hundred twenty-five
messages per day in the Command Nets.
“. . . During the period of Continental Operations the
trucks used by the construction Teams of the Construction
Cullllpanit's have run a total of approximately 500,000
miles.

. . . Because of the speed of movement at times no ac-
curate records are available on the total number of wire
miles placed in service by the Battalion. However, a total
of approximately 3,000 miles of Spiral Four Cable, and ap-
proximately 6,000 miles of W-110 B Wire have been drawn
from Third Army Signal Depot. Many miles of Spiral Four
cable have been recovered, tested and reused so that it is
believed that the number of miles drawn from the Signal
Depot falls far short of giving a true picture of the number
of circuit miles used.”
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Records on the 286th FA Obsn Bn are not as complete
as might be wished, but certain representative figures, pre-
sented with a nice sense of humor, may be taken from a
page in the previously cited 14th FA Obsn Bn history:
“Flash bases, 101; Sound bases g7; total enemy gun bat-
teries located, 2,226; intelligence reports, 9,343; survey,
2,598,554 meters; communications, laid and serviced 2,549
miles of wire at a cost of $45 per mile; medical detachment
administered 7,200 shots; 72 of our vehicles earned Purple
Hearts, two posthumously; we ate 145,920 rations, which
if laid end to end in C-ration cans (perish the thought)
would stretch 33 miles.”

The XII Corps Hq and Hg, XII Corps Arty, contained
some men with sharp pencils, too. Many of the important
figures and facts relating to the 270 days of actual combat
operations of the corps are best omitted from the body of
the text of this narrative (see Appendix A, Parts 1 and
III). Some have already been given above in the “‘vital
statistics’’ for the 93d Sig Bn. Many are best told by ref-
erence to maps rather than tables. (See front and back end-
papers for headquarters’ battle route and a brief combar
summary; also fold-out zone of advance map at end of
text.) It may be interesting to note that the quarter-million
Kraut prisoners XII Corps took were roughly equal to the
estimated quarter-million Americans who were in the corps
at various times during World War 11, although the corps
rarely approached a total strength of 100,000 at any given
moment.**
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The thought of how many tons that meant which had to be sweated
up to the hungry breeches gives one pause, 3
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